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Everlasting
After a two-year wait, “Tuck 
Everlasting” finally takes the 
stage at THT. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Big lax victory
The Panther men knocked off the 
No. 3 team in NCAA Division III 
on Saturday. See Page 1B.

Ferry
A Cornwall resident is adding a 
new chapter to the Fort Ticonderoga 
Ferry story. See Page 1C.

The 5-Town Partnership will 
sponsor a food drive outside of 
Shaw’s Supermarket in Bristol 
on Friday, April 8, from 2-6 p.m., 
and Saturday, April 9, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. All items donated 
will be sent to the Bristol Have a 
Heart Food Shelf and the Little 
Free Pantries in Starksboro, 

Activists pushing for 
stricter ‘clean heat’ bill
350VT: Without fixes it’s just ‘greenwashing’

Orb Weaver Creamery ceases operationsShoreham 
Rep. Terry 
Norris to 
step away

Key issue could threaten merger

Warning: Middlebury road projects ahead

House prices and 
more stymie young 
owners’ dreams

School closure seen as deal breaker

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
MONKTON — In 2016, when 

cheesemaker Kate Turcotte and 
her husband, Zack Munzer, began 
working with Marjorie Susman 
and Marian Pollack of Orb Weaver 
Farm with an eye toward taking 
over Orb Weaver’s cheesemaking 
operation, the young couple 
rented a house up the road.

The house was convenient, but 
it was very, very small, Turcotte 
said. 

The way the story spooled 
out over the next five years 
presents glaring examples of the 
challenges Vermont faces as it 
tries to put a younger face on an 
aging population: How do we 
make suitable housing available 
and affordable to younger 
families, how do we pass on the 

CHEESEMAKER KATE TURCOTTE, left, and Zack Munzer of Orb Weaver Creamery in Monkton have 
sold off the last of their herd and said goodbye to their dream of carrying on the Orb Weaver legacy. The 
pandemic, a lack of affordable housing and other factors contributed to Turcotte and Munzer’s decision 
to close up shop. Photo by Aliza Eliazarov

By JOHN FLOWERS
SHOREHAM — Rep. Terry 

Norris of Shoreham will not 
seek another term this fall 
representing the Addison-
Rutland House district, which 
includes the towns of Orwell, 
Shoreham, Whiting and Benson.

The Independent has served 
in the Vermont House since 
early 2017, when Gov. Phil 
Scott appointed him to serve 
out the balance of a two-year 
term vacated by Rep. Alyson 
Eastman, I-Orwell, who was 
tapped to serve as Vermont’s 
deputy secretary of agriculture. 
Norris — a former farmer, 
Fort Ticonderoga Ferry captain 
and an avid photographer — 
was appointed to the House 
Committee on Agriculture and 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
VERMONT — Climate and 

energy activists are raising 
the alarm about what they see 
as critical flaws in a proposed 
climate bill now being considered 
by the Vermont Senate Committee 
on Natural Resources and Energy.

H.715, which passed the House 
last month, creates 
a “Clean Heat 
Standard” that 
aims to reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions in 
Vermont’s heating 
sector by 40%, by 
2030. That sector 
currently accounts 
for more than a 
third of the state’s 
climate-changing emissions.

The three major tools the Clean 
Heat Standard proposes using 
are biofuels, electric heat pumps 
and building weatherization. But 
critics doubt it will work.

“This bill is trying to do too 
much and satisfy too many 
interests too quickly,” said 
Bristol Energy Committee 
Member Richard Butz, who is 

a member of 350VT. “I think 
many of us feel that this is a bill 
with some very important flaws 
that could, if passed the way it 
is, create the impression we’ve 
done something in regard to 
greenhouse gas reductions, but 
haven’t, actually. So it becomes a 
case of greenwashing.”

If it becomes 
law, H.715 
would require 
certain providers 
of fossil-based 
heating fuels 
— oil, propane, 
natural gas, coal 
and kerosene — 
to reduce their 
greenhouse gas 
emissions by 

obtaining “clean heat credits.” 
They could do this by delivering 
lower-carbon options to their 
customers, making deals with 
other companies that deliver 
such options, helping install 
non-fossil-fuel heating systems, 
or buying credits from the 
marketplace. 

Implementing all of this would 

“We’re at a juncture 
in our world where 
there will be losers 
… I’m not sure why 
we’re trying to satisfy 
Vermont Gas or the 
heating fuel dealers.”

— Kimberly Hayden

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Those who 

live, work or shop in Middlebury 
will encounter a few traffic 
inconveniences this spring and 
summer due to construction 
projects aimed at improving water 
system infrastructure and road 
conditions on Washington Street, 
Court Square and Colonial Drive.

The good news is that a lot of the 
work will be done at night and any 
traffic hassles should be a relative 
walk in the park for a populace 
that courageously weathered a 
$72 million rail tunnel project 
that tied up portions of downtown 
Middlebury for four years.

Headlining the 2022 slate of 
spring-summer projects will be 

the replacement of a substantial 
amount of antiquated water main 
extending from Washington Street 
at Seminary Street, across Court 
Square, over to the town green, 
and then over to the intersection of 
Main and Seymour streets. With 
the winning bid of $1,988,351, 
Beldon Construction LLC will do 

Movin’ to the beat
SENY DAFFE LEADS a group of Ripton Elementary School children in a dance at the school this past Friday afternoon while his 

partners in the Jeh Kulu drum ensemble of Guinea provide the music. See more photos of the fun on Page 8A.
Independent photo/Steve James

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
ADDISON COUNTY — After 

ambivalent discussions on Monday 
night, the ANWSD-MAUSD 
Merger Study Committee  gave 
preliminary approval to an article of 
agreement that would allow a future 
merged district to close elementary 
schools if certain academic and 
financial conditions are met.

The step was more of a 
placeholder than a decision. 

Only five of the committee’s 15 
members voted in favor of it, with 
four opposing and six abstaining. 
The vote was then followed by a 
unanimous commitment to revisit 
the article and its language at a 
future meeting.

The comittee has been charged 
with studying the possibility of 
a merger between the Addison 
Northwest and Mount Abraham 
Unified school districts, but after 

nine months, some members have 
begun to express doubts about its 
feasibility.

“I feel like not including 
the language that protects the 
town school is a non-starter,” 
said committee member Dustin 
Corrigan of Bristol. “I don’t think 
this merger will pass without it, 
and I also think it will result in 
more schools leaving the current 
districts.”

Lincoln and Starksboro have 

Who needs snow?
A SNOWBOARDER MAKES the transition from winter to spring by skimming the pond in front 

of the Middlebury College Snow Bowl lodge on Saturday. He was joined by around 115 others in 
the event that invited participants to dress for the occasion — clearly this guy got the message.

Independent photo/Steve James
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By JOHN FLOWERS
CORNWALL/SALISBURY — 

Cornwall and Salisbury residents 
will soon be asked to weigh in on 
replacement options for the historic 
Station Covered Bridge that once 
connected the two towns across 
the Otter Creek, via Creek Road 
(in Salisbury) and Swamp Road (in 
Cornwall).

On Sept. 10, 2016, the 154-foot-
long covered span was destroyed 
by a fire that investigators initially 
deemed suspicious. Vermont State 
Police have yet to charge a suspect 
in connection with the blaze, which 
some have simply chalked up to 
spontaneous combustion.

Loss of the bridge forced travelers 
to seek alternative routes until a 
temporary span was installed. That 
no-frills, interim span continues to 
accommodate roughly 540 vehicles 
per day. While motorists were 
thrown a life preserver, the same 
can’t be said for scores of bats 
that once inhabited the old Station 
Bridge, built in 1865. The structure 
underwent major renovations in 
2008.

Six years have now gone by 
without a permanent replacement 
for the Station Bridge.

But that’s about to change.
The Vermont Agency of 

Transportation (VTrans) in 
2021 completed an engineering 
study of the Station Bridge site 
that included design criteria for 
possible replacement structures. 
The study boiled the options down 
to three: A new conventional steel-
beam bridge, a new truss bridge, or 
a new covered bridge.

VTrans officials are asking 
Salisbury and Cornwall officials to 
pick one of the options, for which 
the state will cover 90% of the costs. 
Each town will be responsible for 
5% of the debt. And if the two 
towns can agree on a choice before 

the end of this month, the new 
bridge will get on VTrans’s 2025 
construction schedule. Any delay 
in that timetable would push the 
project out farther, according to 
Cornwall Selectboard Vice Chair 
John Roberts.

Feeling the urgency, the towns 
and VTrans will hold a Zoom 
meeting on Thursday, April 7, to 
further discuss the trio of bridge 
replacement options and accept 
input from the public, the main 
arbiter on what kind of new span 
will be constructed on the old 
Station Bridge spot. Roberts said 
the towns will ask their citizens to 
state their preference on a survey 
that will soon be sent to all local 
addresses.

So what happens if Cornwall 
residents pick one option and 
their Salisbury neighbors embrace 
another?

“I guess each selectboard will 
pick one member to meet in the 
middle of the (temporary) bridge 
and flip a coin,” he quipped.

The real solution to such a 
dilemma will require further talks 
between both boards, Roberts 
acknowledged. And the survey, 
officials noted, is non-binding.

“We’d have to go back to 
the Cornwall selectboard and 
do some rethinking,” Salisbury 
selectboard Chair Paul Vaczy said, 
adding, “We’ve had very good 
collaboration (on the project).”

VTrans officials provided locals 
with basic information on the three 
replacement options on Dec. 16, 
2021. Here’s an overview of each 
option:

New steel beam bridge: 
Would be 150 feet long, with the 
option of one or two lanes, and a 
75-year design life. Total cost of 
this option: $2.15 million for the 
one-lane version, or $2,218,902 for 
two. The local share for each town: 

around $110,000.
New Truss Bridge: 150 feet 

long, one or two lanes, with 14-
foot lane width. Lifespan of 75 
years. Total cost: $3,312,446 for 
the one-lane version, $3,863,066 
for two. The local share for each 
town would be $165,622 for the 
one-lane, $193,153 for two.

New covered bridge: 150 feet 
long, one lane only, 14-foot lane 
width, 75-year lifespan. Total cost: 
$4,387,004, with a local share of 
$219,350 for each town.

It should be noted the overall 
cost, and local share, would 
increase substantially for each of 
the three options if the towns were 
to insist on maintaining a temporary 
bridge during what’s expected to 
be eight months of construction. 
The estimates provided above 
reflect closure of Swamp and 
Creek roads at the bridge site 
while work is being done, with a 
local detour. The shortest detour, 
according to VTrans, is 13.9 miles, 
end-to-end. Starting in Salisbury, 
it would follow Creek Road to 
Dewey Road, Old Jerusalem Road, 
Leicester Whiting Road, Route 30 
North, to Swamp Road.

“We as a selectboard, and I think 
Salisbury agrees, believe that if we 
could do it without the temporary 
bridge it’s a better option, as far 
as taxpayers are concerned,” said 
Cornwall Road Commissioner 
Brian Kemp.

Of course the local 5% share 
shouldn’t be a financial strain for 
either town. That’s because both 
Cornwall and Salisbury had insured 
the Station Bridge well prior to its 
destruction. In Cornwall’s case, 
Roberts said the insurer is obligated 
to pay up to $750,000 of the town’s 
replacement burden — which of 
course won’t come close to that 
figure, given the state’s promise of 
90% funding.

THIS PHOTO SHOWS the 150-year-old Station Bridge over Otter Creek before it burned in 2016. The 
bridge, which connects Salisbury and Cornwall, may be replaced with a new covered bridge.

Photo by Doug Kerr

New bridge to link Cornwall, Salisbury

Both towns want to ensure the 
new span doesn’t embolden drivers 
of large rigs to flout weight and 
size limits for vehicles traveling 
to and over the bridge. Cornwall’s 
Swamp Road is currently forbidden 
to vehicles weighing more than 
12,000 pounds and/or more than 
eight feet wide.

Roberts explained Swamp Road 
was installed during the eighteenth 
century, with a base of logs through 
Cedar Swamp.

“Over time, (the road) shifts and 
sinks,” Roberts noted, “It’s not 
suitable for heavy traffic.”

But road postings have failed 
to dissuade some drivers over 
the years who have proceeded to 
the Station Bridge and damaged 
it trying to get a large vehicle or 
piece of equipment through its 
single, 12-foot-wide lane.

Kemp noted the town recently 
invested considerable funds in 
repairs to Swamp Road, and he 
doesn’t want to see that upgrade 
undone by an onslaught of heavy 
vehicles emboldened by a sturdier 
bridge.

“My concern as road 
commissioner is the structural 
integrity of our road approaching 
the bridge from Route 30, through 
the swamp,” he said. “I don’t want 
to put something there that’s going 
to open us up to the vulnerability 
of a lot of heavy traffic, using that 
as a shortcut to East Middlebury or 
Salisbury.”

Roberts said he’s heard a lot of 
support thus far for installing a 
new covered bridge. And if that 
becomes the majority choice, 
local officials want to ensure its 
longevity.

“If we build another covered 
bridge, we need to get electrical 
power (for security cameras) to 
it and probably a fire suppression 
system built into it,” he said. 

While a new wooden covered 
bridge would be an homage to 
Vermont’s transportation heritage 
and could spur tourism, town 
officials realize these structures 
carry special — and sometimes 
costly — maintenance costs. 
Roberts said perhaps a new covered 
span could be made more durable 
with 21st-century engineering 
and sturdy infrastructure. He 
hopes to hear more specifics on 
maintenance at the April 7 Zoom 
meeting, slated for 7 p.m. Visit 
tinyurl.com/mr3fdmm5 for details 
on how to attend.

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

ORWELL — Residents of Orwell 
and the five Rutland County towns 
in the Slate Valley Unified Union 
School District next Wednesday 
will get a second chance to vote on 
a budget for the Fair Haven-area 
schools. 

On Town Meeting Day, they 
defeated a $26,270,047 spending 
plan by nine votes — Yes 852, No 
861.

The budget revote on April 
13 will ask voters to approve a 
$26,236,547 spending proposal for 
the 2022-2023 school year; $33,500 
less than the rejected budget. 

“We were certainly disappointed 
with the outcome of the first vote 
as we felt it is what is needed to 
provide a quality education for our 
students in the 2022-2023 school 
year,” Superintendent Brooke 

Olsen-Farrell said. 
The $33,500 reduction in the 

proposed budget comes from a 
Town Meeting Day decision by 
Castleton and Hubbardton voters 
to close and purchase Castleton 
Village School from Slate Valley 
UUSD. This question on the ballot 
resulted from the district’s ongoing 
reorganization process. The 
district’s middle school students 
will attend Fair Haven Union 
Middle and High School when 
they return to school in August. 
Renovations are currently being 
made at the high school building 
to facilitate the middle school 
consolidation. 

“The move to a consolidated 
middle school was made to increase 
the district’s capacity to serve our 
middle level students and decrease 

costs,” said Olsen-Farrell. “We are 
very excited to welcome our 7th- 
and 8th-graders to our new middle 
school in the fall.” 

While the projected spending per 
equalized pupil is 2.78% higher 
than the current year, the revised 
budget represents a decreased 
expenditure budget as well as 
decreased estimated tax rates. As a 
result, taxpayers can expect to see 
a decrease in the education portion 
of their taxes in all six towns, 
SVUUSD officials said. 

The estimated education tax rate 
in Orwell is expected to decrease 
by 15 cents, West Haven will see 
a 13-cent decrease. In Benson, the 
rate will go down by an estimated 
12 cents, Castleton will see an 
8-cent drop. Fair Haven’s estimated 
decrease will be 4.5 cents and 
Hubbardton’s will be 3 cents. 

Cheryl Scarzello, director of 
finance, said she hopes voters will 
support the budget this time around. 

“These savings are good news 
for taxpayers at a time when there 
is not a lot of good news,” she said. 

Voters are invited to attend an 
informational meeting on Tuesday, 
April 12, at 6:30 p.m. in the Fair 
Haven Union High School Band 
Room to discuss the proposed 
budget prior to the vote the next 
day. 

Slate Valley budget revote set

Fresh, Local, Micro-Roasted Coffee

Bud’sBeans

Whole Beans and/or Brewed Cups Available at: 
Middlebury Natural Foods Co-op, Shafer’s, VT Food Collaborative, 

Middlebury Bagel & Deli, Otter Creek Bakery, VT Marketplace

63 Maple St | Middlebury, VT 05753
Thank you for supporting local businesses!

budsbeanscoffee@gmail.com
BudsBeansCoffee.com

NEW number    802-771-4289 ��

Second proposal cuts $33,500 from first spending plan
By ANGELO LYNN

BRANDON — After several 
months of negotiations, Jeanné 
Collins, superintendent of the 
Rutland Northeast Supervisory 
Union (RNESU), announced last 
week that RNESU, Otter Valley 
Unified Union and Barstow Unified 
Union school boards and the 
Teachers Association had ratified a 
new three-year teacher contract for 
2022-2025.

“The goal of the school board 
during this round of negotiations 
was to bring our teachers’ salaries 
back in line with their regional 
colleagues,” Collins wrote in a 
statement after the meeting. “Often 
in recent years, our schools have 
lost candidates to higher-paying 
districts around us and we have 
had to start school years without 
a teacher in the classroom, as seen 
recently in Otter Valley math and 
Leicester classroom vacancies.”

In an interview, Collins said that 
the district had hired teachers this 
past summer only to have them 
quit and join another higher-paying 
district nearby even before the 
school year started. She explained 
that the district’s lower pay scale 
was the result of several years of 
single-year negotiations “without 
the ability to execute a long-term 
retention plan.”

RNESU currently ranks eighth 
out of nine surrounding supervisory 
unions in its pay scale, Collins said.

The 40-plus-page contract 

ratified by the teachers and the 
school district provides a 7% boost 
in the salary matrix (a pay scale 
based on a grid that leverages 
educational levels with years of 
experience) for teachers in the first 
year of the contract, followed by 
3% increases in the 
second and third 
years. The matrix 
has six columns of 
educational levels, 
starting with a 
bachelor’s degree 
in education to a 
master’s degree 
plus 30 hours 
of specialized 
instruction. The 
experience level 
goes from year one 
and maxes out at 20 
years. 

The new pay 
range in the 
first year of the 
contract goes from 
a first-year teacher 
with a bachelor’s 
degree starting at 
$44,352 to a high 
of $88,703 for a teacher with 20 
years experience with the highest 
education level.

“We expect that the new contract 
will move our teachers more 
toward the middle of regional 
compensation packages,” Collins 
said. “The following years 
will see more moderate cost of 

living adjustment increases. This 
investment in the retention of 
quality teachers and the ability 
to attract new teachers to vacant 
positions meets the primary 
purpose of the school system — 
to offer a rigorous and quality 

education.” 
Other cost 

savings provisions 
were added to the 
contract to help fund 
the increase, Collins 
said, “particularly in 
the area of limiting 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
options beyond 
advance coursework 
and a step limitation 
when moving on 
the salary matrix 
(starting in year 
three).”

Throughout the 
negotiating process, 
Collins said, both 
sides approached 
the negotiations in 
good faith and came 
out with a mutually 

beneficial package.
“The boards appreciated the 

mutual respect of the negotiations 
and the work of our teachers 
through COVID and beyond,” 
she said. “It is mutually felt that 
this contract leaves the district in 
a good place to attract and retain 
quality teachers.” 

RNESU teacher contract resolved

“This investment 
in the retention 
of quality 
teachers and the 
ability to attract 
new teachers to 
vacant positions 
meets the 
primary purpose 
of the school 
system — to 
offer a rigorous 
and quality 
education.” 

— RNESU 
Superintendent 
Jeanné Collins



Addison Independent, Thursday, April 7, 2022 — PAGE 3A

Addison County’s Hometown Dealer

36 Boardman St., 
Middlebury VT 05753

802-388-6718
gstonemotors.com

2149 Rt 7 South, 
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-9961
stonecdjr.com

By ANGELO LYNN
MIDDLEBURY — After a decade 

of leading a statewide organization 
that brings the international 
community to Vermont’s doorstep 
through collaborative exchanges, 
Patricia Preston, 37, has joined 
the race for Vermont’s lieutenant 
governor. She is one of four 
candidates, so far, to vie for the 
position in the Democratic primary, 
which also includes former Lt. Gov. 
David Zuckerman, former Rep. 
Kitty Toll, D-Caledonia, and Rep. 
Charlie Kimbell, D-Woodstock.

Preston’s work as executive 
director of the Vermont Council 
on World Affairs has taken her to 
all corners of the state bringing 
international leaders together with 
Vermonters in both the public and 
private sectors to build economic 
and cultural relationships. It’s 
work that has allowed her to see 
and listen to Vermonters’ concerns 
and understand where folks are 
struggling, the kind of help that’s 
needed, and “discussing its most 
pressing needs,” she said in a recent 
interview at the Independent.

“I have a long history of diving 
into the issues that most concern 
Vermonters, understanding the 
obstacles and the successes,” 
she said. “I look at the lieutenant 
governor’s position as a continuing 
path to what I’ve been doing… 
working with Vermonters to help 
them succeed. I got to a point where 
I couldn’t not take this step; I had to 
get more involved in helping more 
directly. When you love the state 
as much as I do, you want to give 
back, to help the state live up to its 
full potential.”
BACKGROUND

Preston was born in Randolph 
Center on a fourth generation dairy 
farm that is still run by her parents. 
The youngest of three sisters, 
she attended the same “little red 
schoolhouse” with four classrooms 
as her sisters, father and grandfather. 
She recalled that at the age of 5 she 
started attended her local town hall 
meetings where she watched her 
grandfather advocate for farmers 
and agriculture. 

That upbringing sparked an active 
participation in her community. 

She was involved in plays at the 
Chandler Music Hall, played sports, 
raised calves through the 4-H club, 
and later would go on to volunteer 
with the local mentoring program 
and reading to residents at the local 
nursing home.

She said her passion for public 
service stems from her belief that 
making a more promising future 
begins with the state’s youth. To 
that end, she earned a bachelor’s 
degree in Secondary Education 
from the University of Vermont, 
taught in area schools, then pursued 

a master’s degree in International 
Education from NYU, which led to 
multiple nonprofit and international 
positions, including teaching and 
developing curriculum in Tanzania 
and Guatemala. During that time 
she traveled and lived in 45 different 
countries working to educate youth 
and community members.

She returned to Vermont in 2014 
and brought her international and 
nonprofit sector experience to the 
Vermont Council on World Affairs. 
There she helped reinvigorate the 
organization, rebuilding funding 
streams and strengthening ties 
with national and international 
organizations throughout Vermont. 
As president and CEO, Preston has 
increased the organization’s revenue 
by 130% over the past decade. She 
currently lives in Burlington, and in 
her free time enjoys the backwoods 

of Vermont while mountain biking, 
skiing, or hiking with her dog.
ON THE CAMPAIGN

As lieutenant governor, Preston 
said she would use the skills 
developed in her current job and 
life experience to elevate the voices 
of Vermonters on the crucial issues 
facing the state. Her three priorities, 
she said, include:

• Vermont’s Affordability Crisis, 
particularly as it concerns the lack 
of affordable housing and childcare; 

• Climate action, with a focus on 
helping to build a sustainable future 
by expanding renewable energy 
production and “developing a green 
job workforce”;

• Strengthen our rural 
communities, in part by expanding 
high-speed internet and workforce 
development opportunities.

To pursue those issues, she cites 
her experience to “strategically 
guide and implement federal 
funding to meet public needs” and 
to “engage Vermont communities 
in meaningful ways to help solve 
problems.” She says that experience 
more than makes up for her absence 
of any legislative experience. 

While the lieutenant governor 
presides over the Senate and casts a 
vote in case of a tie, the traditional 
role of the office has been to 
bring the public’s concerns to the 
Legislature and to help lawmakers 
reach consensus on difficult issues. 
It’s a task, she said, she is “uniquely 
qualified to do” as she has spent 
the past 10 years bringing people 
together on dozens of the most 
pressing issues facing Vermonters 
and the world.

As lieutenant governor, Preston 
said, the work would be similar 
to what she’s been doing, but she 
would be able to “make a bigger 
impact with a bigger voice.” As 
Vermont’s lieutenant governor, she 
said, “I will work tirelessly to build 
the trust and cooperation we need 
to solve our most pressing issues to 
make Vermont the state we know it 
can be.”

Two Republicans, Sen. Joe 
Benning of Calendonia County and 
Gregory Thayer are also running 
for the position in the Republican 
primary.

PATRICIA PRESTON

Preston enters Dem race for Lt. Gov.

MIDDLEBURY — In the 
exhibit “Come What May,” on 
display through April 30 at Isley 
Pubic Library, painter Alice 
Eckels showcases her work, both 
as paintings and as wearable art. 
The show includes 14 of her floral, 
abstract and landscape paintings 
and four items of clothing.

Eckels describes the work as 
“awash with mythical spring 
colors, sure to soothe and excite 
library visitors.” She says her 
unique approach to making both 
art and useful items creates endless 
and ever-novel variety for her and 
her viewers. “Taking in the scenes 
and subjects cheerfully depicted in 
sheets of color and writerly lines,” 
she writes, “the viewer realizes 
that there is an everlasting spring 
that feeds the creative output 
of this artist.” From zebras to 
marigolds and all the combinations 
of flora and fauna in the exhibit, 
Eckles’s intent is to celebrate the 
inventiveness she is known for.

Nine of the paintings are 
landscapes — three from her 
“Inhabited Landscape” series. 
The library is not the only place 

in Middlebury where paintings 
by the East Middlebury artist can 
be viewed. “Inhabited Landscape, 
Eagle” is on view at Sparrow Art 
Supply until April 24, as part of 
“Nice To Meet 
You,” Sparrow’s 
inaugural group 
show. Hidden in 
the isles of Otter 
Creek Used Book 
Store Eckles has an 
ongoing selection 
of small work on 
view. Golden Rule 
Mead is a satellite 
location for Alice 
Eckles Studio 
classes, gallery 
and events such as 
the Spring Vermont Open Studio 
Weekend, May 28-29.

“You never know what will come 
from the fountain when you get 
creative,” she says. “I took a leap 

of faith to work with Le Galeriste 
in Montréal to create wearable art 
from my fine art paintings, and that 
faith has been rewarded. 

Le Galeriste is focused on 
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y 
and limits fabric 
waste to a bare 
minimum. Fabrics 
are dyed in house 
with environment 
friendly water-
based inks. 
Production is 
completely local 
and guarantees the 
artists copyrights. 
The technologies 
and machinery used 
in production were 

initially developed for high-end 
professional sports clothing. The 
fabric is made of polyester and 
spandex yarn reknitted for fashion. 
All the fabrics are vegan, moisture 

wicking and wrinkle- free. The 
garments are also humanely made 
by stitchers and other workers 
earning a fair and livable wage.

While Alice Eckles Studio keeps 
a small inventory of clothing on 
hand, most sales are by special 
order because AES Fashions are 
printed and produced on demand 
and custom made for the client. 
Sometimes there is even some 
collaboration. 

Prices for her work range from 
$20 to $160. Wearable art and 
accessories come in a variety of 
shapes and sizes including: face 
masks, bags, pouches, pillows, 
scarves, shirts, pants, leggings, 
dresses, skirts and more. Most 
items are designed for women, but 
she has a few men’s items as well. 
Everything comes in sizes extra 
small, small, medium, large, and 
extra large. 

PAINTER ALICE ECKELS models one of her latest creations, a 
wearable art dress she calls Vacation Sophie. Eckels’s work is on 
display at Ilsley Public Library in Middlebury through April 30.

Photo courtesy Alice Eckels

Eckels transforms her art into fashion statements

“You never 
know what 
will come from 
the fountain 
when you get 
creative.”

—Alice Eckels
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Thank you for the article by 
Claire Corkins pointing out a 
disturbing disparity between 
Ukrainian refugees and other 
refugees.

One evident disparity is the fact 
that the U.S.A. has to date taken 
in virtually no Ukrainian refugees 
since the invasion began. In fact, 
President Biden did not reveal 
a plan to bring in the 100,000 
Ukrainians until about a month 
after the invasion started. 100 
thousand people is about one 
twentieth of the number already 
taken in by Poland, a much smaller 
nation by no means as prosperous 
as the U.S.A. Even Ireland, a 
country smaller than the state of 
Maine, has already brought in 
10,000 Ukrainians.

Our nation’s immigration 
system, much of it inherited from 
previous administrations, contains 
many inequities and is urgently 
in need of reform. Hopefully 
this fact does not prevent us 
from providing needed help to 
the refugees from Putin’s war. 
Despite inaccurate media reports 
to the contrary, Ukraine has one 
of the most diverse populations in 
Eastern Europe, with speakers of 
two major languages, Ukrainian 
and Russian, as well as Catholics 
and Orthodox Christians, Europe’s 
fourth-largest Jewish community, 
established small Islamic and 
Hispanic communities, and before 
the war, over 200,000 citizens 
of other countries. Ukraine has 
hosted and provided university 
scholarships to many students 
from Africa and Asia. The U.S.A. 

Refugees from 
Ukraine backed

I found Claire Corkins’s article 
intimating that the Ukrainians 
seeking refuge from the Russian 
onslaught should perhaps sit in 
the back of the bus and let other 
refugees, not white, not as well-
educated and well-dressed, be given 
asylum in the Western Countries, 
more than disturbing.

Obviously, Ms. Corkins has 
never had to pack her belongings, 
her children, most likely leave her 
elderly parents to starve to death, 
or her doggies or cats to hit the road 
and go into the unknown, all the 
while knowing their home may be 
blown up and wondering if they’ll 
have enough food along the way, a 
shelter offered, and hopefully not get 
shot.

Who can imagine what it feels 
like? I can.

In January of 1945, toward the end 
of World War II in East Prussia, then 
Germany (now Poland), my mother, 
along with me as a little child, stuck 
me in a baby carriage and whatever 
personal belongings she could carry 
to join what was known as “The Trek 
West” in order to escape the Russian 
occupation of that part of Germany. 
She didn’t know where any of our 
relatives were, or if they were still 
alive. The trek took three weeks on 
the road in winter weather before she 

Beloved tract
is threatened

The Green Mountain National 
Forest has an opportunity 
to correct a glaring lapse in 
judgment. Vermont’s beloved 
White Rocks National Recreation 
Area is on the chopping block, 
and the public has until Friday, 
April 8, to submit a comment to 
avert further catastrophe.

National Recreation Areas 
(NRAs) in the United States are 
established by an Act of Congress 
to preserve enhanced recreational 
opportunities in places with 
signifi cant natural and scenic 
resources. There are 40 NRAs 
nationwide, which emphasize a 
variety of activities for visitors, 
including hiking, camping, 
boating, fi shing, swimming, 
biking, horseback riding and 
wildlife viewing. NRAs are 
managed by the National 
Park Service, the U.S. Forest 
Service and the Bureau of Land 
Management. We are fortunate 
to have two NRA’s in Vermont 
— the Robert T. Stafford White 

I felt like Santa Claus, minus the beard, reindeer and 
sleigh.

It was Christmas Eve 2007. I had slipped out of 
the house after our kids had (fi nally) gone to bed. My 
destination: Lincoln, where I was about to collect a 
new member of our family.

I pulled into the driveway, and 
Isaiah — our daughter’s then-
beau — handed over my jet-black, 
furry, grapefruit-sized cargo, who in 
spite of her diminutive size, carried 
a name she would grow into — 
Bertha.

As in, big Bertha.
Bertha was indeed the behemoth 

of a 10-pup litter. At seven weeks, 
she could just barely wedge a tennis ball into a maw 
that would eventually become known as “the black 
hole.” It became the point of no return for any kind of 
food or Frisbee.

But on this particular evening, Bertha was asleep 
in a tiny cardboard box and I was taking her down 
the mountain to our house, where she would become 
Diane’s prized Christmas gift. We had made no 
promises about adopting Bertha (while secretly 
knowing we would), so we wanted to keep things on 
the down-low.

The house was dark and quiet when I brought her 
into the living room, where the two of us would sleep 
that evening in order to preserve the surprise. But like 
most babies, Bertha didn’t sleep through the night. She 
wanted to play at 2 a.m., and licked my left ear until 
I relented. It’s tough to say no to a cute little goober 
with a wet nose.

Diane got her surprise the next morning. And the 
surprises never stopped.

Bertha grew in size and in legend. She’d weigh 
close to 100 pounds, and never turned down a treat.

While big, Bertha was a pussycat with her family. 
She’d sprawl out for belly rubs 
and give you an indignant glance 
if you stopped. She could be 
imposing, but her bark was bigger 
than her non-existent bite. She’d 
tell off any stranger that came up to 
the door, but her smaller sidekick 
Libby would always be the one to 
give the new arrival a friend-or-
foe greeting while Bertha stayed 
back and watched.

Bertha wasn’t a fetcher. She’d chase a fl ying disc or 
ball once or twice, and then (a) destroy it, or (b) hide it 
in the lilac bush next to our garage.

Bertha was fi ercely loyal to her family, and developed 
an initial bond with Diane until she went off to school 
and then to her own adventures. So Bertha became my 
wife Dottie’s dog. Followed her everywhere. From 
room to room, fl ower garden to fl ower garden, and of 
course to the New Haven River, where she’d take a 
refreshing swim to beat the summer heat.

Dottie was not only her hero, but her idol. If I dared 
put my hand on her knee or shoulder, Bertha would 
growl, take my hand gently into her mouth, and pull 
it away.

It’s no wonder we just had the two children.
We’d go to work in the morning and Bertha would 

stand guard on our front lawn. No matter that she spent 

When I’m in the mood for a home renovation project 
but we lack the money or time to start one, I turn to the 
second-best option: painting a room. My superpower 
is the ability to pick a good paint color on the fi rst try.

“Superpower” might be too strong a word. I have 
no particular eye for color or home decor. My gift is 
that I’m not fussy. As long as the color is in the general 
range of what I want and the name 
doesn’t gross me out (I’ll pass on 
Tepid Chowder, thank you), I’m 
good. And Mark doesn’t care what 
I pick.

At least that’s how things used to 
be.

I was always baffl ed by people 
who spent weeks agonizing over 
paint colors, testing multiple quarts 
of nearly indistinguishable shades. 
Often, the moment the room was 
painted, they’d hate their choice and paint over it, 
sometimes several times. 

“I thought Egregious Gray was the perfect color,” 
they’d say. “But every time I went into the room, a 
sense of unease came over me and I got the urge to 
write negative online reviews. So I had the paint store 
add 0.002 percent more white to it. Now I love it.” 

How silly, I’d think.
I woke up two weeks ago with the random itch to 

paint our hallway — downstairs and upstairs. It hadn’t 
been painted since before we bought the place 16 years 

ago. (It’s just a hallway, after all.)
I wanted to go over the existing paint, a safe but tired 

gray-brown, with something fresher. After studying 
paint chips for eight seconds, I bought a gallon of 
something off-white and spent all Saturday putting 
two coats on just the downstairs walls.

It brightened the space, but the shade was very 
similar to the white trim, only 
yellower. The hallway looked like 
a plate of rewarmed scrambled 
eggs.

Mark, a man of few words, 
took one look and said, “It’s too 
light.” This was his fi rst-ever paint 
opinion, and it was correct.

I sat with this for a week. I like 
scrambled eggs. Could I grow to 
like them in the hallway, which 
for 16 years I had mostly ignored 

anyway?
No. 
I returned to the paint store the next weekend. This 

time, I was seeking a sort of rich gray/blue/teal that 
would make the fancy white trim pop. I came home 
with a gallon labeled Imminent Regret or Kryptonite 
or something equally portentous, and I painted over 
the scrambled eggs.

But the new color was not the right color. Not even 
close.

(See Understand, Page 5A)

(See Refugees, Page 5A)

Clippings
By John
Flowers

Around
the

bend
By Jessie Raymond

By Steve Pappas and Angelo Lynn
Around Vermont, as municipal boards reorganize, set goals and 

undertake housekeeping for the term ahead, one of the things every town 
and city does is decide its “Newspaper of Record.” The designation 
allows town residents to know where to look for proper notifi cation 
of hearings, board meetings, vacancies, delinquent tax sales or other 
important municipal issues.

Vermont municipalities are required by state law to publish certain 
public notices in print in newspapers that serve their communities. Most 
or all of these newspapers also publish public notices on their websites, 
making them available in print and online. (The Addison Independent
does both.)

This legislative session, lawmakers have been discussing a proposed 
change to the law that would allow communities to choose to publish 
public notices “online only” through an entity other than a newspaper.

That would have a signifi cant impact on print publications. And 
newspaper publishers across Vermont have let the Senate Government 
Operations Committee know of their objections, starting with revenue 
and ending with relevance.

Here are some reasons to not to move to “online only” and to keep 
public notices published in print newspaper of record.

• A move to “online only” would undermine democracy by migrating 
important public notices away from general interest newspapers onto 
any number of online sources. Furthermore, replacing widely distributed 
newspapers with digital-only options in a state where reliable internet 
access is still a challenge will leave many residents without access to 
that vital news.

A model that provides public notices both in print and online, such as 
we have now, meets the goal of reaching a large and diverse audience — 
the broadest possible cross-section of our society. 

• Some argue that the goal should be to place public notices in 
the media that distributes to the widest number of people. But while 
newspapers agree with the goal, just because something is placed on a 
digital site does not mean it is seen by an infi nite number of people. On 
the contrary, readers want to know when and where public notices can 
be found in a logical, convenient place. The community newspaper is 
the place most Vermonters read about local school board meetings, what 
the town selectboard or planning commission is discussing. Few other 
media outlets cover that hyper-local news. 

Logically, then, readers interested in that news are also interested in 
reading public notices that affect their communities in that same venue. 
Equally important is that the newspaper’s reporters will often write 
stories about critical public information, adding context, explanation and 
comments from town leaders. If you weaken community newspapers by 
taking away this revenue, you weaken the very institution that is going 
to follow up on those public notices.

In a similar vein, while newspaper editors and reporters will spend the 
extra time to put critical information in context, many digital forums do 
not. They may moderate posts for profanity and violating community 
standards, but they don’t produce local information themselves, and they 
don’t fact-check the information published in their forums. Why? They 
would argue it’s not their job. Another reason? Because fact-checking 
and verifying information is expensive. 

Reporters and editors are bombarded with all manner of bad 
information, and work to elevate the signal above the noise. That is a 
vital public service. Shouldn’t offi cial public notices appear alongside 
other similarly vetted and verifi ed information? 

In short, public notices should be published in a space that Vermonters 
trust as accurate and reliable.

• The worst thing that could happen is for dozens of digital outlets 
to compete for public notices, leading to communities publishing them 
in so many different places across the state that the public ceases to 
understand where they might be published, and, consequently, ceases to 
care. When the distribution of information is cast too widely, as we’ve 
seen with the proliferation of “news” on social media, too few people 
are on the same page, and they simply don’t know whom to trust. 

If the public notice runs in the community newspaper, on the other 
hand, readers will always know where to fi nd in print and online, and the 
public at large will have a common understanding of the issues when it 
comes time to take action. 

• Vermont’s community newspapers provide community cohesion and 
a sense of shared identity — extraordinarily valuable in these polarized, 
isolating times — and remain in most cases the sole providers of trusted, 
reliable local journalism and community news.

• Finally, if Vermonters don’t want to live in a county or community 
without a newspaper, don’t dismantle the structures that support them. 
Changing the existing law in this way would not be innovative, but 
short-sighted and destructive. 

Community newspapers provide a sense of inclusion and community 
involvement. It’s a routine for many. It’s a mirror of the daily life of our 
communities. It’s empowerment through local knowledge. It’s willing 
participation.

Our story as community newspapers is one of resilience and 
community building. We are proud of that and we’re proud of the part 
we play in keeping community members informed so local democracies 
stay strong. Our hope is to keep playing that role for decades to come, 
but chipping away at newspapers’ revenue for false economies doesn’t 
help. 

Note: Steve Pappas is executive editor of The Barre-Montpelier Times 
Argus; Angelo Lynn is editor/publisher of the Addison Independent

Ready for new growth
AFTER A LONG WINTER some leaves still cling to the branches of some trees on Chipman Hill in 

Middlebury last week.
Independent photo/John S. McCright
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NATO members 
should step 
into Ukraine

Letters to the Editor

Will the real Ron Powers please stand up, take a bow
The March 31 edition of the 

Addison Independent carried a 
lovely review of the Piano Jam 5 
(Ode to Kygo) by G.H. Hat. The 
review is signed “Ron Powers.” Mr. 

Hat is a gifted composer in many 
genres, and it is nice to see his work 
honored in the Independent. But just 
in case anyone cares, a long shot, 
surely, I am not the Ron Powers 

who wrote this review. This is some 
other Ron Powers. He writes very 
well. That should be a clue in itself.

Ron Powers
Castleton

Our nurse Ann Gibbons provides caring
support to elders and families.

Worried about an older loved one?
We have the help you need.

Your Partner
in Eldercare

Elderly Services
Supporting Elders and Families since 1981

112 Exchange St., Midd., Vt.  |  802-388-3983
www.elderlyservices.orgFREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

South Starksboro, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

W e rec eived q u otes  from B ris tol E lec tronic s  and anoth er well-
k nown Vermont s olar c ompany , and were pleas antly  s u rpris ed th at 
B ris tol h ad th e b etter pric e, and we preferred B ris tol’ s  mic roinverter 
approac h . A dditionally , we were very  pleas ed to learn th at th e 
panels  and rac k ing s y s tem were made in th e U SA  with  s ome 
c omponents  manu fac tu red b y  a Vermont c ompany .  O n top of 
th is , th e folk s  at B ris tol were s u c h  a pleas u re to work  with . W e 
c an’ t rememb er a more pleas ant ex perienc e wh en mak ing a maj or 
inves tment. 
W e h ad a variety  of q u es tions  wh ic h  th ey  h appily  addres s ed. T h eir 
k nowledgeab le s taff was  well vers ed with  applic ab le regu lations  and 
req u irements , b u ilding c odes  and even wind loading c onc erns . T h ey  
tru ly  went ou t of th eir way  to mak e s u re we were edu c ated on th e 
s y s tem and pleas ed with  th e ins tallation. 
T h is  was  a very  rewarding ex perienc e wh ic h  b egan with  a goal of 
wanting to mak e ou r h ome fu lly  renewab ly  powered b y  work ing with  
a loc al team and c u lminated with  meeting great memb ers  of ou r 
c ommu nity , k eeping ou r dollars  loc al wh ile als o s u pporting oth er 
A meric an renewab le tec h nology  manu fac tu rers . W e fou nd k indred 
s pirits  at B E  and we c an’ t rec ommend th em h igh ly  enou gh !

Megan Nedzinski and Joshua Faulkner – South Starksboro, VT

The NATO countries — 
including the U.S. — will have 
to become more involved in the 
war for Ukraine whether they 
like it or not. The circumstances 
mirror those at the prelude to 
the Second World War, when 
Germany invaded Poland. Then, 
it was Britain that was Europe’s 
last holdout against Hitler’s 
juggernaut. This time it must be 
Ukraine that holds the line, and it 
can’t do it alone.

The lesson of history is clear: 
dictators cannot be stopped by 
appeasement or negotiation. Putin 
has no interest whatsoever in 
ending this war. He has ambitions 
beyond Ukraine, and is willing 
to sacrifi ce literally anything and 
anyone to get what he wants.

He is a brutal illustration of why 
those in positions of power who 
put personal ambition ahead of 
responsibility are so dangerous; 
something that everyone should 
keep in mind when they go to the 
polls.

C. Roberts
Middlebury

should consider helping these 
students to continue their studies in 
American universities.

Many refugees from Africa, 
Asia and Latin America have 
fl ed harrowing conditions of 
criminality, terror and starvation. 
Climate change will make those 
problems worse. However, what is 
happening to the Ukrainian people 
and nation appears to be an attempt 

to brutally obliterate a nation. 
Ukrainian president Zelensky has 
stated that this is a war not only 
against his country, but also against 
the democratic values we share 
with many other nations.

In working towards a more 
just and humane immigration 
policy, we should not exclude the 
Ukrainian refugees

Robert H. Anderson
Bristol

Understand
(Continued from Page 4A)

Refugees
(Continued from Page 4A)

Tract threatened
(Continued from Page 4A)

reached a western town in Germany 
that was far enough away from the 
Russian troops. Fortunately, the 
war was almost over and she settled 
temporarily into what soon became 
the British sector. Local residents 
were required to provide a room for 
a refugee, if they had one to spare. 
We lived there for about six months. 
My mother scrubbed the stoops and 
cleaned for the owner of the house 
in return for a small room with one 
cookpot, two chairs, one bed and one 

table and some food.
In November of 1949 my family, 

then re-united, did it all over again 
and immigrated to the United States. 
They settled in the New York City 
area.

Well dressed, well-off, educated 
or not, a refugee seeking safety feels 
the same terror every other refugee 
feels. In my opinion, the Ukrainians’ 
plight is critical. They deserve our 
help now.

Brigitta Lawrence
Bristol

Rocks National Recreation 
Area, which was created by the 
Vermont Wilderness Act of 1984, 
and the Moosalamoo National 
Recreation Area, which was 
created by the New England 
Wilderness Act of 2006.

During the debate and drafting 
of the Vermont Wilderness Act of 
1984, there was confl ict between 
various special interests over the 
creation of additional wilderness 
areas in Vermont. One of the 
compromises was the designation 
of the White Rocks region of 
the Green Mountain National 
Forest as a National Recreation 
Area instead of Wilderness. 
The Robert T. Stafford White 
Rocks National Recreation Area 
is approximately 22,000 acres, 
and its boundaries surround the 
Big Branch Wilderness and Peru 
Peak Wilderness areas.

The Vermont Wilderness 
Act established that the White 
Rocks NRA will be managed 
“in order to preserve and protect 
(its) existing wilderness and 
wild values and to promote wild 
forest and aquatic habitat for 
wildlife, watershed protection, 
opportunities for primitive and 
semiprimitive recreation, and 
scenic, ecological, and scientifi c 
values.” In other words, the NRA 
should be managed to maintain 
or enhance the wild qualities 
that were present at the time of 
designation in 1984.

In 1983, Congressman James 
Jeffords (who later became Sen. 
Jeffords) supported the creation 

of additional wilderness areas 
in Vermont. During the debates 
that occurred in Congress over 
the Vermont Wilderness Act of 
1984, there was recognition that 
the fi nal bill would need to be a 
compromise. On Nov. 15, 1983, 
Jeffords spoke before the House 
of Representatives in support 
of the creation of four new 
Wilderness areas and the creation 
of a National Recreation Area 
— the White Rocks National 
Recreation Area (which was 
later renamed as the Robert T. 
Stafford White Rocks NRA to 
honor the late Vermont governor 
and senator). 

During his speech, Jeffords 
was quite direct about the 
intention of the establishment 
and management of the White 
Rocks National Recreation Area: 
“The Vermont congressional 
delegation wants to indicate 
as clearly as possible that this 
area is intended for recreational 
purposes and is not intended as 
a timber stand … Specifi cally, 
this means that this land is of a 
predominantly roadless nature 
… It is the unequivocal intention 
of the Vermont congressional 
delegation that … there should 
be no new road construction, 
including skid roads … Timber 
harvest for commercial purposes 
shall not take place.”

Let’s compare Congressman 
Jeffords’s “unequivocal intention 
of the Vermont congressional 
delegation” about how the White 
Rocks National Recreation Area 
should be managed with how 

the Forest Service is actually 
managing this area through 
the Early Successional Habitat 
Creation Project (ESHC). The 
ESHC was approved in 2019 
and authorizes 15,000 acres of 
logging over a 15-year period, 
including 2,500-acres of “even-
aged management” (clearcutting 
and similar logging prescriptions) 
within the White Rocks 
NRA, involving miles of road 
construction and skid trails. Does 
this sound like it’s in keeping 
with Congressman Jeffords’s 
remarks or the statutory language 
that created the White Rocks 
NRA?

Until Friday April 8, the 
Green Mountain National Forest 
is accepting comments on its 
Reduced Roads Supplementary 
Information Report for the 
Early Successional Habitat 
Creation Project. This report is 
an opportunity to modify — and 
perhaps stop altogether — the 
damaging (and possibly illegal) 
logging plans that the GMNF 
is supporting within the White 
Rocks NRA. Standing Trees 
encourages all concerned citizens 
to submit a comment to the 
Green Mountain National Forest 
at comments-eastern-green-mt-
finger-lakes-manchester@usda.
gov. You can also learn more and 
take action by going to www.
standingtrees.org/blog. 

Mark Nelson
Ripton

Editor’s note: Mark Nelson is 
Board Chair of the organization 
Standing Trees.

Is simplicity the better path?
Why is it so hard for us to be satisfi ed with what 

we have? I remember a friend saying years ago that 
we have unlimited needs, wants, and desires. This 
starts as a personal issue and can go on to affect 
international situations such as 
the environment, consumerism, 
injustice, and even wars.

During the 60s, my 
husband and I rejected the 
“establishment culture” to live 
more harmoniously with the 
planet. We also fi gured that if 
we lived simply, we would not 
make enough money to pay 
taxes, thus not support the Vietnam War with our 
tax money. This involved moving to remote land 
in the Northeast Kingdom of Vermont. We lived 
without electricity, running water, a phone, or even 
a usable car. From our two years there, I learned the 
difference between living simply and being poor, 
which had less to do with money than with attitude. 
When we lived simply, we had what we needed. In 
fact, one year we lived on $276. We took down a 
building for lumber for our house, raised our food, 
and delivered our son. I never felt poor. 

Sometime later, in Cornwall, while living in a 
house with electricity, a phone, running water, a car, 
and even a home-built greenhouse, I felt poor. My 
defi nition of poor became “having things you cannot 
afford to take care of.” This happened when someone 
drove into the greenhouse and I couldn’t afford to 
fi x it. Plus, the only car I could afford then was a 
junk car with rust holes in the fl oor. I hated getting 
splashed on my face when going over puddles. My 
broken possessions made me feel broken. 

How does this translate internationally? I think of 
the Dukha herders in Mongolia, whom I have visited 
nearly each year for two decades. They have chosen 
to live with their reindeer and continue the lifestyle 
of their ancestors. Even in 40 degrees below zero in 
the winter, they live in Siberian teepees. 

The Dukha people have received an education in 
schools away from the settlement. The men have 
seen other areas of the country while in the military. 

Reindeer herders watch programs on their solar-
generated televisions and occasionally make trips 
to the modern city of Ulaanbaatar. To them, their 
choice to live in the taiga tops modern life. They 

know this simple lifestyle, are 
in balance with nature, and keep 
everything in working order.

This includes how to preserve 
the land. Dukha reindeer herders 
take up very few of the earth’s 
resources and need little money. 
Yet they are not afraid to add 
modern tools to their life—things 
like solar panels, batteries, 

and chainsaws. They know how to take care of 
everything—fi x it, set it up, use it. I once watched 
a man mend a hole in an aluminum teakettle by 
inserting a screw into its bottom. They patch the 
canvas cover for their urts, sew clothes, cut leather 
strips for straps, knot material for buttons, and twist 
hair from horses’ manes for rope. Food comes from 
reindeer milk, while they buy rice and fl our. 

This, to me, is simplicity, not poverty. In fact, it 
amazes me every time I think about it that the Dukha 
reindeer herders have chosen this life. 

One year when I came home from Mongolia, I 
looked at the two duffl e bags that I had been living 
out of for three and a half months and asked myself 
what do I actually need. I thought about my size—
just over fi ve feet tall and under two feet wide—and 
wondered what made it okay for me to take up the 
space of my house of nearly 2,000 square feet. My 
son suggested I make an apartment upstairs, which I 
did. It gives me income, gives someone else a space 
to live, and there’s still an abundance of space for 
each of us.

Why are we so greedy? Why do we need more, 
more, more? What is missing that wars start over 
possessing more? 

What could simplicity mean for you?

Sas Carey is organizing her massive archives of 
stories, photographs, and video clips of Mongolia 
and appreciating her abundant life in Vermont.

By Sas
Carey

Ways of
Seeing

The best of all possible worlds

(See Nuovo, Page 7A)

The Meaning
of Life

by Victor Nuovo
 Middlebury College 
professor emeritus

of philosophy

10th in a series
The philosopher Gottfried Wilhelm 

Leibniz believed that God was the ultimate 
cause of existence, that God created the 
world from nothing. He was certain 
that God is omnipotent, omniscient, 
supremely wise and good, and therefore 
that whatever God did was the best that 
could be done. Therefore, this world, 
which God created, is most certainly “the 
best of all possible worlds.”

God was certain of this, for, being 
omniscient, he, she or they were able to 
consider all possibilities, and, after having 
done that chose to create this world, 
knowing it to be the best of the lot, and, 
perhaps, thinking that it is better to create 
a world, even one tarnished with evil, than 
to create no world at all.

But the question remains: What makes 
it better? “Better” and “worse” are terms 
that refer to different levels or degrees of good and 
evil. Leibniz had an answer, and it has become 
standard among theologians who address the problem 
of evil. What made it better for God to create this 
world (arguably the best of all possible worlds) is the 
vast Good that would never have come to be. Keep 
in mind that God, whose understanding is infi nite, 

must know all that would happen in any 
world, should he, she or they decide to 
create one. Theologians refer to this sort 
of knowledge as divine foreknowledge. 
In any case, God foreknew all that would 
take place in this world, and, with such 
foreknowledge, God willed to create this 
world. Novelists and playwrights have 
this capacity of creative foreknowledge, 
albeit a small measure of it.

What Good did God foresee? 
To begin with, consider everything 

that causes pleasure and delight, and 
everything that is praiseworthy and noble: 
for example, the beauties of nature, the 
sounds of music, great works of visual 
art, and literary works, or heroism, like 
that of Volodymyr Zelensky, the president 
of Ukraine, and of the Ukrainian people, 
as they defend their right to be a free and 
independent nation. May they live long 

and prosper!
The greatest goods that God foreknew are products 

of human ingenuity, creativity, of civilization. And to 
produce them, God endowed mankind with reason and 
freedom and with a creative imagination that at times 
seems almost divine. 

In granting freedom, God gave an opening to evil

CONTACT GOV. SCOTT

Governor
Phil Scott

1-800-649-6825
(Vt. only)

802-828-3333

109 State Street, Pavillion
Montpelier, Vermont 05609-0101

www.vermont.gov/governor
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A Celebration of Life, for those left behind, helps those 
family members and friends with closure. Even though 

your loved one says “I just want to be cremated – no 
funeral,” they forget the Celebration of Life service is 

not for them, but for the ones left behind. A service is a 
healthy way to say good-bye.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home 
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT 

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Cremation
with a Service

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Dra� ing  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operatedFamily owned and operated
Addison county’s ONLY full ONLY full ONLY

service monument companyservice monument company

C LEGGS 
M E MORIALS

BARRE 
GRANITE

ASSOCIATION
RETAIL

MEMBER

FUNERAL
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
CREMATION
PRE-PLANNING   

SERVICES

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
802-453-2301

VERGENNES
802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

The Independent will publish paid obituaries and free notices of passing. Paid obituaries cost 25 
cents per word and will be published, as submitted, on the date of the family’s choosing. For those 
who do not wish to purchase an obituary, the Independent offers a free notice of passing up to 100 
words, subject to editing by our news department. Photos (optional) with either paid obituaries or 
free notices cost $10 per photo. Obituaries may be emailed to obits@addisonindependent.com.

Submissions must be received by 11 a.m. on Wednesday for publication in the Thursday paper 
and 11 a.m. on Friday for Monday’s paper. Email obits@addisonindependent.com or call 802-388-
4944 for more information.

Obituary Guidelines

PANTON — Lucian E. Pickett, 
53, passed away Monday, March 
28, 2022, at his home in Panton.

He was born on Sept. 15, 1968, in 
Burlington, the son of Gordon and 
Madeline (Wright) Pickett. Lucian 
was lucky to have another special 
Mom in his life, Marjorie Pickett.

Lucian spent 20 years as a 
volunteer fi reman. In 2000, he was 
voted Firefi ghter of the Year. Later 
in life Lucian joined and became 
a member of the Masons. He was 
well known for his mechanical 
skills, which he used daily at his 
job at Tri-Valley Transit. Prior to 
that, he was a school bus driver at 
Betcha Transit and loved by many 
students and their families.

His hobbies were spending time 
with his family, fi shing, hunting, 
walking his dog, Luna and camping 

LUCIAN E. PICKETT

with his wife.
Lucian is survived by his wife, 

Sharon Pickett, and their three 
children, Justin (Libby), Jessica 

(Loren) and Tiffany (Nick); his 
fi ve grandchildren, Josie (Tanner), 
Damian, Mason, Nashua and Ellie; 
two brothers, Gordon and Charles; 
and four  sisters, Roxanna, Nina, 
Tina and MaryAnne. He is also 
survived by many aunts, uncles and 
cousins from both the Pickett and 
Wright side of his family.

Visiting hours were held on 
Friday, April 1, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
at Brown-McClay Funeral Home 
in Vergennes. A celebration of life 
was held on Saturday, April 2, at the 
America Legion in Vergennes from 
2-5 p.m.

In lieu of fl owers, contributions 
may be made to the Ferrisburgh 
Fire Department. To send online 
condolences to his family please visit 
www.brownmcclayfuneralhomes.
com. ◊

NEW HAVEN — Gisele 
(Gohier) Bolduc, 98, passed away 
Wednesday, March 30, 2022, at her 
daughter’s home in Williston.

She was born on July 15, 1923, in 
Montréal, the daughter of Armande 
Gohier and Cleria (DeLude) Gohier.

She attended school and high 
school under the direction of Holy 
Cross Nuns. She graduated from 
Tremblay Business College for 
Girls in 1940. She was married on 
Feb. 23, 1946, to Real John Bolduc. 
He was honorably discharged from 
the U.S. Army on Nov. 19, 1945. 
They bought a small farm in New 
Haven in the summer of 1946 and 
raised their four children and lived 
on the farm.

She and her husband became 
members of New Haven Grange 
in 1953 and she was the treasurer 
until it closed in the 1990s. In 
1980 she became the manager 
and treasurer of St. Peter’s Credit 
Union in Vergennes for 15 years. 
She was a member of the Ladies 
of St. Anne for over 35 years, and 
she volunteered at St. Peter’s Closet 

GISELE (GOHIER) BOLDUC

since it opened and the Rummage 
Sale over the last 35 years.

Since her retirement she has 
enjoyed working in her fl ower 
garden, feeding the birds, knitting 
pieces for blankets, and enjoying 
her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. She also kept in 
touch with the Ladies of St. Anne 
and the workers at the closet for the 
church. She enjoyed working on 

puzzles during the winter months 
and answering a lot of telephone 
calls from relatives and friends.

Her husband, Real Bolduc, 
passed away in December 1998 at 
the age of 87.

Gisele is survived by her four 
children, Peter and Barbara 
(Weddell) Bolduc of New 
Haven, Denise Welch of Arizona, 
Suzanne and her husband Edward 
Shepard of Bristol, and Lucie 
and her husband Jon Fath of 
Williston; 12 grandchildren; 14 
great-grandchildren; a sister in 
Quebec, Canada; and many nieces 
and nephews from Vermont and 
Canada.

Visiting hours were held on 
Tuesday, April 5, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
at Brown-McClay Funeral Home 
in Vergennes. A mass of Christian 
burial was celebrated 1:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, April 6, at St. Peter’s 
Catholic Church in Vergennes. 
Interment will be in the spring. 

To send online condolences 
to her family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com. ◊

Gisele (Gohier) Bolduc, 98, of New Haven

BRIDPORT — Our wonderful 
mom, Dawn S. Hard of Bridport, 
Vt., died unexpectedly Saturday, 
April 2, 2022, in the Rutland 
Hospital ICU after fi ghting so hard 
to battle the forces of injury and old 
age. 

She was in the middle of 
rehabilitation from a medical 
episode on Feb. 25, 2022. She 
had just come back from a great 
Friday at the Rutland ER, where 
she was using her arms and hands 
much better. She was planning on 
her youngest son to bring her back 
home to Bridport this week or so 
to try and fi nish rehabilitation at 
home. But, due to a sudden twist 
of events sometime Friday night/
early Saturday morning, this is now 
impossible.

She was born in Rutland, Vt., to 
the late William and late Mildred 
Squires of Brandon, Vt. She was 
widow to David Hard, who died 
Feb. 3, 2005. She is survived by 

DAWN S. HARD
two sons, Prince Chase and Thomas 
Chase Jr., and one daughter, 
Cheryl Chase. She also had six 
grandchildren: Nicholas Chase, 
Kenny Chase, Samantha Chase, 
Sabrina Chase, Thomas Chase III 
and Cierra Chase.

Our mom loved being on the 
water and the serenity it provided 

her at her lake home in Bridport. 
She also used to love working 
around her home, fi ddling and 
grooming the landscape. She also 
had a surprisingly very crafty side 
of her that was inspiring to see when 
she used to create wall decorations 
for her home and as presents. She 
was heavily into reading magazines 
and books on natural foods — loved 
nothing but organic.

Our mom will be forever greatly 
missed and remembered. Now that 
she is with the angels in heaven 
and received the three sacraments 
before passing, we can take comfort 
in knowing that she will eternally be 
at peace and watching over us every 
day.

A funeral date and time will be 
determined later, but she will be 
interred in the Arlington cemetery 
in Arlington, Vt., next to her late 
husband, David Hard, as they had 
planned. May God continue to 
watch over her and her family.◊

Dawn S. Hard, 78, of Bridport

MIDDLEBURY — Dorothy 
“Ann” Carlsmith, 92, passed 
peacefully April 2, 2022, at the 
EastView at Middlebury retirement 
community, with loving family at 
her side.

Ann was born on Feb. 28, 1930, 
in Mount Vernon, in the Skagit 
Valley of Washington state, the 
daughter of Roland Cunningham 
Libby and Georgeanne Stout Libby. 
She grew up in Mount Vernon and 
then attended Stanford University, 
majoring in Art History. There, 
she met her husband, Lawrence 
“Allan” Carlsmith. They were 
married in 1951, moving east so 
Allan could pursue graduate school 
in Boston.

Ann and Allan settled in historic 
Amherst, N.H. While raising four 
children, Ann taught herself fi ber 
arts and fl ower gardening, and 
she was interested in all things 
artistic. She attended the Haystack 
Mountain School of Crafts in 
Maine, and became active in 
the League of New Hampshire 
Craftsmen Arts and Crafts as an 
accomplished weaver. 

When her children were grown, 
Ann moved to hilltop Wilton 
Center, N.H., in the picturesque 
Monadnock area of southwest 
New Hampshire. Ann bought a 

DOROTHY “ANN” 
CARLSMITH

Victorian-era home and barn to 
launch Stepping Stones Bed & 
Breakfast and became a serious 
gardener on her three acres. She 
attended classes at the Arnold 
Arboretum at Harvard University, 
earning a certifi cate of Landscape 
Design. Over 40 years, Ann’s B&B 
attracted a loyal clientele from 
Boston, as well as travelers from 
Europe and the U.S. 

Eventually Ann was persuaded to 
sell her beloved B&B and moved to 
Hinesburg, Vt., near her daughter 
Laura’s home and family. Ann 
settled into another little Victorian 

home with garden spaces around it, 
which she promptly fi lled with trees 
and sweeps of fl owers. She made 
new friends and enjoyed cultural 
events in the Burlington area for a 
decade, until it was time to join the 
EastView senior community.

Ann is survived by daughter 
Laura Carlsmith and family Robert 
Bast, Lee Bast and Emma Bast; 
son Bruce Carlsmith of Portola 
Valley, Calif., and family Lisa 
Putnam, Jennifer Carlsmith, and 
Ryan Carlsmith; and son Duncan 
Carlsmith of Madison, Wis., 
and children Caroline Carlsmith 
and Joe Carlsmith. Ann was 
predeceased by L. Allan Carlsmith, 
daughter Jennifer Carlsmith, sister 
Mary Hales, and also a series of 
beloved dogs and cats.

A gathering in celebration of 
Ann’s life will be at the convenience 
of the family. Memorial gifts in 
lieu of fl owers may be made to 
Addison County Home Health & 
Hospice, EastView at Middlebury, 
or Homeward Bound, Addison 
County’s animal rescue in 
Middlebury.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of Sanderson-Ducharme 
Funeral Services of Middlebury.

On-line condolences at: www.
sandersonfuneralservice.com.◊

Dorothy “Ann” Carlsmith, 92, of Middlebury

WEST ADDISON — Lelah 
(Sumner) Estey Reed passed from 
this world on April 2 to join those 
loved ones who had passed before 
her. She was born in Bristol on 
March 2, 1931, to Dewey and Ruth 
(Hallock) Sumner, the youngest 
of six children. Lee married 
Richard Estey on March 24, 1950, 
and together they raised their six 
children on the family farm in 
Bristol. They were married for 46 
years until Richard’s death in 1996. 

Lee’s early years were taken up 
with caring for their six children 
and the household. She was active 
with the school PTA and Home 
Dem group when the family was 
younger. As the last child entered 
school, Lee entered the workforce 
in the records department at Porter 
Hospital. She was there for about 
16 years. She also worked at 
Abram’s Department Store and 
Ben Franklin in Middlebury until 
her retirement. As the children 
grew older, Richard and Lelah were 
able to take some time off from 
the farm to travel throughout the 
United States, visiting nearly all the 
states. They also were able to take 
a trip to England in 1977. She was 
a member of the United Church of 
Lincoln and sang in the choir.

Lelah later renewed a family 

LELAH (SUMNER) ESTEY 
REED

friendship, and she and Charles W. 
Reed were married on April 29, 
2000.  They made their home in 
West Addison where they enjoyed 
their time together and supported 
each other in their later years until 
Charlie’s death in 2017.

Lelah is survived by her children, 
Debra Cullen of New Jersey, 
Richard (Chris) Estey, Lori (Jim) 
Rivers, and Curt (Heather) Estey 
of Bristol, and Judy (Jim) Brown 
of Lincoln. She is also survived 
by a step-son, Michael (Marshlyn) 
Reed of Addison, son-in-law Bob 
Whitcomb of New York, brother 

Russell (Polly) Sumner of Bristol, 
grandchildren Sara (Brock) Quesnel 
of Orwell, Aaron (Lorisa) Rivers of 
Utah, Derek Estey of Bristol, Elijah 
Whitcomb of Tennessee, Megan 
(Ben) Butterfi eld of Hinesburg, 
Andrew (Carla) Whitcomb of New 
York, Matthew (Carolyn) Brown of 
Lincoln, Natalie (Nick) Angers of 
Washington, Alex (Beth) Estey of 
Colorado, and Steve Whitcomb of 
Virginia; 18 great-grandchildren, 
and numerous nieces and nephews. 

She was predeceased by husbands 
Richard Estey and Charles Reed, 
infant daughter Cheryl Estey, 
daughter Karen (Bob) Whitcomb, 
brothers Lloyd Sumner and Leland 
(Sam) Sumner, sisters Alice 
Moseley Neal and Dorothy O’Neal, 
and son-in-law Glen Cullen.

Lelah’s family would like to 
thank Kasie Bingham and Tim 
O’Toole for the care they gave 
our mother and grandmother the 
last few years and sharing their 
precious little children with her, 
which she so enjoyed. Also, our 
thanks to Dr. LaMancuso and the 
Addison County Home Health and 
Hospice nurses and therapists who 
nursed her back to health in her 
better times and lent their support 
in the end times.

A celebration of Lelah’s life 
will be held at 1 p.m. at the United 
Church of Lincoln on Saturday, 
April 9, with a gathering following 
at Burnham Hall. Contributions 
in her memory may be made to 
the United Church of Lincoln, 
23 Quaker Street, Lincoln, 
Vt., 05443; the West Addison 
Methodist Church in care of Grace 
Birchmore, Lake Street, Addison, 
VT 05491; or Addison County 
Home Health and Hospice, PO 
Box 754, Middlebury, VT 05753. 
To send online condolences to 
her family, please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

Lelah (Sumner) Estey Reed, 91, of West Addison

Lucian E. Pickett, 53, of Panton
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WIMETT
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ING COMPANY
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USED

David Wimett, 35 Years Experience
C. Michael Jackman, 40 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2017 HONDA HRV
LX AWD, Loaded, 136k miles

$17,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2015 TOYOTA TACOMA
DBL Cab, 4x4, Cap, 98k miles

$28,995

2014 SUBARU OUTBACK
Limited, AWD, Leather, Loaded, 109k miles

$17,995

2017 GMC SIERRA XTD CAB
4x4, V-6, only 89k miles!

$28,995
More than
 a decadeof delivering Quality!

SPRING PEEPERS SALE!

2015 TOYOTA 4 RUNNER
SR5, 4x4, Loaded, 121k miles

$29,985
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Obituaries
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Frank Leffler, 80, of Leicester
LEICESTER — Frank Leffler, 

80, passed away on March 21, 
2022. He was in Sarasota Memorial 
Hospital in Sarasota, Fla. He was 
there with his son Steve and wife 
Gerry.

Frank was born in Watervliet, 
N. Y., on July 2, 1941, the son of 
Frances and Frank Leffler. He was 
raised there with
two sisters, Mary and Jeannie. 
Later, a half-brother, Edward 
Corey, was added to the family. 
He attended Catholic Central High 
School in Troy, N.Y.

In 1960, he went into the U.S. 
Navy and was assigned to the 
U.S.S. Wasp aircraft carrier, 
serving as a jet engine mechanic. In 
1964, he went to work for Pratt and 
Whitney Aircraft in East Hartford, 
Conn. While living in Connecticut, 
three sons were born, Stephen, 
Brian and Michael.

In 1971, the Lefflers moved to 
Leicester, Vermont, and bought the 
General Store on Route 7. He loved 
the people of the town and they all 
loved him back.

In 1982, he went to work 
at Nexus Custom in Brandon, 
Vermont, for 12 years and then 
onto Northlands Job Corp as 

FRANK LEFFLER

maintenance superintendent for 
15 years. He retired in 2009 and 
traveled between Grand Isle, 
Vermont for the summer and 
Arcadia, Fla., for the winter.

He was so proud of his sons. 
Stephen and his wife Robyn (Bird) 
reside in Hinesburg. Brian and 
his wife Colleen (McDonough) 
reside in Williston. Michael resides 
in Hollywood, Calif. His four 
grandchildren, Zachary, Emily, 
Mitchell and Anna, and one new 
great-grandchild, Ruth, were loved 

so much by “Papa Frank.”
A couple of special friends, Stan 

and Sharon Stark and Glenda and 
Garry Gazoukas are like family 
and were always there when we 
needed them.

A special thank you to all doctors 
and nurses at Sarasota Memorial 
Hospital.

Thank you for all the cards, 
flowers, meals, and love during 
the 28 days that Frank was in the 
hospital. The family would also 
like to thank all of the neighbors in 
Arcadia Village and Little Willies. 
A special thank you to Kathy Lake, 
Sue and John, Chuck and Kim, and 
Ardie from AVCC.

A gathering in celebration of 
his life will be held at a later 
date, time, and location this June 
in Brandon. A private graveside 
committal service and burial, with 
military honors, will take place in 
the Vermont Veterans Memorial 
Cemetery in Randolph.

In his memory, memorial gifts 
in lieu of flowers may be made to: 
Brandon Area Rescue Squad, P.O. 
Box 232, Brandon, Vt., 05733.

Miller & Ketcham Funeral 
Home in Brandon is in charge of 
arrangements.◊

GOSHEN — Geryll Ann 
Robinson passed away peacefully 
on March 26, 2022, at her home in 
Goshen.

She was born in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
on Feb. 24, 1950. She was daughter 
to Martha (Wassil) Robinson and 
Carl Robinson; sister to Robert, 
Carol, Joann and Judith; mother 
to R. Bryna; aunt to her nieces 
and nephews, Brian, her namesake 
“Little Geryll,” Carl and Marishka; 
and 30-year life partner to Bryna’s 
other mother, Susan Munger.

Geryll moved to Vermont in 
1968 when she was 18 years old 
and never looked back. There she 
made a life for herself and her 
family, tucked away in the Green 
Mountains, where she mastered 
the art of “going your own way.” 
She worked for Green Mountain 
Landscaping, run by her dear 
friend, Tammy Walsh. Together, 
with Susan Munger, they designed 
and built beautiful stone work as a 
lasting testament all over the state 
of Vermont. She had a voracious 
appetite for learning, and in her life 
mastered many skills, including 
the arts of carpentry, landscaping, 

GERYLL ANN ROBINSON
stone masonry, baking, marathon 
running, and on and on and on. 
She was fearless in the face of 
obstacles, and never shied away 
from a challenge. It was this 
resourcefulness and fortitude that 
made her an inspiration to all that 
were lucky to know her.  

Geryll adored nature and was 
an avid hiker, spending days in the 
mountains, hiking the Long Trail 
alone or with her friends and family. 

Geryll Ann Robinson, 72, of Goshen

Willem Jewett 
memorial Service
MIDDLEBURY — A memorial 

service for Ripton resident Willem 
Jewett, who died on Jan. 12, 2022, 
will be held on Saturday, May 7, 
at noon, at the Congregational 
Church of Middlebury.

WILLEM JEWETT

Her official trail name, given to 
her by her best hiking friend Dave 
Phander, was “Wrong Way.” Never 
one to be deterred, she always 
found the right way eventually.

She was mother and friend to 
many, taking many a misfit under 
her wing. Geryll encouraged a 
strong sense of individuality and 
independence into her biological 
and chosen children, gifting them 
with the freedom and confidence 
to become anything they wanted. 
Her Goshen home was a safe 
harbor for all that needed comfort 
and peace. She was a wild, weird, 
and wonderful woman, with a 
fierce, loving, and generous heart. 
Our secret Weapon until the end. 
A-Holé!

A private gathering in celebration 
of her life will take place at a later 
date.

Memorial gifts in lieu of flowers 
may be made in her memory to 
The Green Mountain Club, 4711 
Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury 
Center, VT 05677

Arrangements by the Miller 
& Ketcham Funeral Home in 
Brandon.◊

Nuovo
(Continued from Page 5A)

But God also foresaw the evil 
that would come by endowing 
the human spirit with the gift of 
freedom and creativity. And it 
should be evident that much, if not 
most of the evil that happens in the 
world is caused by human agency: 
slavery, aggression, acts of cruelty, 
global warming. To be sure, there 
are natural evils also. Earthquake, 
wind and fire, and diseases of 
body and mind. Even in these 
instances, human creativity is 
prominent among the causes. The 
climate crisis, which has become 
critical, was brought on by us by 
our exploitation of nature and of 
people. And the results are evident 
in storms and disease. 

In defense of God, theologians 
rely on the free will defense. 
God created mankind free. These 
evils are the results of human 
agency, of human beings acting 
freely, deliberately, willfully and 
maliciously. All of them blamable, 
but if God had not created us free, 
they would not have occurred; nor 
would Picasso have painted his 
marvelous works, or Beethoven 
his symphonies, or Plato written 
“The Republic.” So, on balance, 
does this make things right? Does 
everything happen for the best in 
the best of all possible worlds? 
If so, why are we constantly 
struggling to make the world 
better. 

Is human freedom an 
unsurpassable good? What is it to 
be free? 

To begin with: Freedom belongs 
to the very essence of human 
existence. It is not peculiar only 
to humans, rather it is a power 
residing deep in the nature of all 
things. Metaphysically, it resides 
within being itself. It is the ground 
of our existence.

I am reminded of the words 
of a song: “Born free, as free as 
the wind blows, as free as the 
grass grows; born free to follow 
your heart. Live free, and beauty 
surrounds you, the world still 
astounds you, each time you look 
at a star.” 

Freedom is a sensibility in tune 

with nature, a power rooted deeply 
in the heart, a feeling as broad as 
the heavens. It is a gift of Nature to 
all animals, each according to its 
kind, but it extends more broadly 
and is seated deep within life 
itself, like the very breath of life, 
the origin of every being that has 
breath. 

But it is more extensive than 
this; it resides at the root of the 
being of all things. “Free as the 
wind blows;” “The wind blows 
where it will, and you hear the 
sound of it,” like the spirit of God 
at the origin of the universe. Or 
the power that makes our hearts 
beat. You can feel it running, 
surging through your body, like 
a dog stretching. Stretch out like 
your dog and you’ll feel the very 
breath of life flowing through 
your body, vitalizing every cell as 
you reach beyond yourself; being 
free is being alive; feeling within 
yourself; freedom is life itself.

But as living beings, we are 
more, perhaps even greater, than 
mere tumbleweed and the wind 
that blows it, notwithstanding our 
frailty and fallibility and mortality. 
We are rational beings, capable 

of knowing the truth, of knowing 
the difference between right and 
wrong, and of acting on the basis 
of what we know to be right and 
good and true. Most of all, freedom 
is fundamental to our existence as 
moral beings. We are responsible 
selves. According to Leibniz’s 
contemporary, the philosopher 
John Locke (1632–1704), human 
freedom is just the capacity to 
do the right thing, and to persist 
notwithstanding the resistance that 
we may encounter outside us, or 
more tragically within ourselves. 

Which brings me back to where 
I began this essay, to the problem 
of evil. If freedom is the power to 
do the right thing, as John Locke 
supposed, then whenever we fail to 
do the right thing, is it because we 
lack the power freely to do it; even 
more, whenever we willfully do 
evil, are we acting freely? I believe 
the answer is yes, at least some of 
the time, for if not, there would 
be no ground or reason to praise 
or blame, reprimand or punish. 
Freedom makes us responsible. 
And surveying the world, there 
is much evil for which we are 
responsible. God help us. 

Around the bend
(Continued from Page 4A)

The hallway has some weird 
Bermuda Triangle energy that 
distorts colors. In the kitchen, the 
dribbles on the side of the paint can 
matched the chip. In the hallway, 
the color turned garish.

“It’ll look better once it dries,” I 
lied to myself.

Whatever opulent shade I was 
expecting instead ended up an 
aggressively cheerful baby blue. 
Picture Cinderella’s ball gown. 
Picture a cartoon sky. Picture a 
gender reveal party (“It’s a boy!”).

Upon seeing it, Mark offered his 
second-ever paint opinion: “I hate 

it.” We were in agreement.
Every time we came downstairs, 

we shuddered. There was no getting 
used to it, either. Even after a week, 
passing through the space still made 
the hair on the back of my neck 
stand up. The blue had to go. 

Defeated, I went back to the paint 
store and enlisted help. I showed 
the salesperson a photo of the blue 
disaster for reference. Unprepared, 
she stifled a shriek. 

Once her eye stopped twitching, 
she steered me toward a lovely 
subdued teal called Hubris. This 
time — like the people I used 
to ridicule — I took home just a 
sample quart. I am, it turns out, a 

mere mortal.
Happily, the new test patch looks 

great in the hallway. Which means 
I will, for the third weekend in a 
row, cut in and roll the same three 
walls — twice — and then work my 
way up the stairs.

I admit it: If I had just put more 
thought into picking the right color 
from the get-go, this project would 
already be finished. Instead, I’ve got 
more work to do, and it really can’t 
wait; this morning Mark stepped 
one foot into the hallway and started 
speaking in tongues.

I want to tell him I’ll start painting 
right after dinner, but I can’t get a 
word in edgewise. ADVERTISE HERE, CALL 388-4944

a lot of that time sleeping, dreaming 
of a dropped turkey leg. And no 
matter that she allowed Libby to 
be the first line of defense. Bertha 
looked tough. But we knew better.

As is the case with all of us, time 
takes its toll. Bertha began to lose 
a few steps around four years ago, 
but remained remarkably vital for 
a big dog. But she gradually lost 
muscle to fat, and then fat retreated 
to bone. It got to a point where 
Bertha asked for an assist to get 
up the porch steps — though she 
could do it all by herself.

Until she couldn’t.
Bertha’s breathing started getting 

very heavy around a week ago. She 
let out a loud bark during the middle 
of the night, and we came to find 
her sprawled on the floor near the 
door. She didn’t have the strength 
to stand up by herself, and had lost 
her appetite. She was telling us it 
was time to say goodbye.

We took her to the veterinarian, 

who prescribed an antibiotic to 
see if that might clear her lungs 
and perhaps give Bertha a little 
more time. But big Bertha told us 
otherwise, and we weren’t going 
to battle the inevitable and see her 
suffer in the process.

We made an appointment to have 
Bertha euthanized on March 30 — 
late in the afternoon, so we could all 
be there to hold her. Sadly, Bertha’s 
health flagged sooner than that, so 
Dottie rushed her to the vet a little 
sooner to give her her release, so 
that the suffering could end.

And just like that, our beloved 
Bertha was no more. We shed tears 
that afternoon and shared memories 
to work through the pain.

A week later, I’m still looking 
for Bertha’s bowl at suppertime, 
and I’m giving a wide berth to the 
spot on the carpet where Bertha 
slept at night.

Happy trails, Bertha. You made 
every day seem like Christmas.

Clippings 
(Continued from Page 4A)
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Ripton goes to Africa
The West African drumming and dance group Jeh 

Kulu spent last week teaching Ripton Elementary 
School students and staff about music from their 
home country of Guinea during a gig as Artists 
in Residence. Group member Seny Daffe, right, 
stepped out from behind his drum and danced 
with the children during an April 1 performance at 
the school. The other members of the Jeh Kulu trio 
were Ismael Bangoura (bottom left) and Boka Bangoura. Some of the 
students — including Phoebe Hoyler, Jane Zieger, Ashling Gervaise, 
Lydia Malzac (below) — joined in on the drums. 

Independent photos/Steve James
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* amounts range from $250-$500  
depending on model purchased.

A purchase made with us for a
Mitsubishi Cold Climate Heat Pump

from April 1st to May 15th will 
qualify you to receive a Visa gift card!*
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Practitioner  Practitioner  
of the Weekof the Week

Shannon Louise is 
the owner of 802 PMU. 
Her business began 
at 802 Ink and she 
recently transitioned 
to her own space in 
Essex Junction. In 
2021, Shannon decided 
to get her eyebrows 
microbladed and even 
though she had no idea 
what to expect, she 
was ready for a smudge-free-never-have-
to-apply-makeup-again kind of look. 

After that one session, she was hooked. 
The experience changed her life so much 
that she knew she was ready to make a 
career out of permanent makeup and she 
became a Certified PMU artist a month 
later. Shannon has discovered a love 
of helping others feel confident in their 
own skin through the use of permanent 
makeup and can’t wait to show you what 
she can do.

Contact Shannon at:
802pmu@gmail.com
802-363-0323

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”

50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

 
Jim Condon Jim Condon  ..... 802-388-4880 or 802-475-2349
    SomaWork

Caryn Etherington Caryn Etherington  ............  802-388-4882 ext. 3
    Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork

Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ................ 802-388-4882 ext. 4
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon ...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work                www.joanne.abmp.com

Winfield Kelley, D.C. Winfield Kelley, D.C.  ....................... 802-453-6010
    Chiropractic Treatment

Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier.................... 802-388-4882 ext. 1
 Ortho-Bionomy®
Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
 Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
 Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Shannon Louise
PMU Artist

Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

10th in a series
By SPENCE PUTNAM

The threat of climate change 
was put into sharp focus for my 
wife, Fran, and me with the arrival 
of our first two grandchildren in 
2007. We had been active in the 
environmental movement for 
many years before that, but now 
we had two family members who 
might well live to the end of the 
21st century. All at once we were 
forced to think more concretely 
about what the world might look 
like toward the end of the century, 
and how climate change might 
affect our grandchildren’s lives. 

Were we doing enough to avert 
climate disaster? Were we doing 
the right things? The news about 
climate change was steadily 
worsening, and now we had a 
deeply personal motivation to do 
more. 

Many people concerned 
about the changing climate have 
spent the last several decades 
addressing it on a personal level to 
avert its catastrophic effects. We 
concerned citizens have switched 
to LED light bulbs, weatherized 
our homes, adopted a plant-based 
diet, perhaps installed solar panels, 
or bought an electric vehicle. 
But greenhouse gas emissions 
keep rising, and extreme weather 
events are increasing in frequency 
and ferocity.

Clearly these individual actions 
are not enough. And why would 
we expect them to be? Just 100 
corporations, according to a 2017 
study, caused more than 71 percent 
of pollution emitted worldwide 

between 1988 and 2015. 
Polluting corporations 
are supported 
by massive 
investments by 
our largest banks. 
Many politicians 
receive campaign 
support from 
industries that are 
deeply involved in 
the fossil fuel industry, 
either by direct investment 
or by financial interest. 

Appropriately, many 
environmental and climate 
advocacy groups have directed 
their attention to confronting 
these entities. Their tactics range 
from working to elect political 
leaders who take climate change 
seriously to various forms of 
action to bring attention to — or 
even a halt to — corporate 
practices that represent a threat 
to the planet’s future. Locally a 
prime example is the recent effort 
to stop the extension of Vermont 
Gas System (VGS) pipelines into 
Addison County. 

Although that effort failed in its 
primary goal, it can count some 
successes. Bristol voted against 
a branch line into that town, and 
the effort to connect the VGS line 
to the International Paper plant in 
Ticonderoga, N.Y., was thwarted. 
A planned gas line extension to 
Rutland and thence to the national 
gas grid also appears to have 
been shelved. More could be 
done, such as adopting bans on 
additional connections or further 
expansion of gas infrastructure in 

Addison County.
But a movement 
against what some 
see as progress 
carries a distinctly 
n e g a t i v e 
impression, and 
may fall short of 
rallying people 

less interested in 
reducing dependence 

on fossil fuel. Positive 
alternatives are the 

answer, and a fine local example 
is the development of several 
community solar projects by 
Addison County’s own Acorn 
Energy Co-op. Locating an 
environmentally beneficial energy 
project on the decommissioned 
Bristol Landfill can be viewed 
as a partial answer to preventing 
the delivery of natural gas to the 
town. Other examples include 
the anaerobic digesters installed 
on many local farms, as well 
as PurposeEnergy’s project to 
convert waste from the industries 
on Exchange Street, Middlebury, 
to electric energy.

At the same time, individual 
efforts matter. Doing our own 
part to live more efficiently — 
even more frugally — does make 
a small practical contribution. 
More importantly, it can serve 
as an example to our friends and 
neighbors and, on a statewide 
basis, to the rest of the nation and 
world. We would be hypocrites 
not to embrace the measures we 
urge on others. 

It’s time to look at what has 
already been done and see if there 

is more we can do as individuals. 
We cannot expect to live our lives 
as we have in the past. We need to 
think about living in smaller spaces, 
shopping locally, and moving closer 
to town centers so we can do more 
of our travel on foot or on bicycles. 
Travel on airplanes may become 
a thing of the past, or at least a 
rare necessity. Abandoning these 
individual efforts would be a failure 
to accept personal responsibility for 
the changes all of society needs to 
make.

Successfully turning the tide 
calls for continued individual 
actions combined with an 
intensified effort in the public 
arena — political campaigns, 
advocacy with our elected 
leaders for much more forceful 
policies, increased support of 
environmental groups, and all 
kinds of pressure; publicity, 
boycotts, and direct action 
— to hold corporate leaders 
accountable and force them to 
make meaningful changes in the 
effort to save our planet.

In the decades to come we hope 
our grandchildren will inherit 
a livable planet and be able to 
look back with pride at what their 
grandparents did to preserve this 
legacy for them.

Spence Putnam, former vice 
president of Vermont Teddy Bear 
and a past executive director of 
Vermont Businesses for Social 
Responsibility, is a founding board 
member of the Climate Economy 
Action Center of Addison County. 
He lives in Weybridge.

When climate change gets personal

Merger
(Continued from Page 1A)

(See School, Page 13A)

“I also feel like this 
Starksboro and 
Lincoln thing of 
‘what if’ and ‘we’re 
going to to do this 
if you don’t do 
that’ — I don’t play 
those games.”

 
— Martha DeGraaf

www.addisonindependent.com — CHECK IT OUT.

launched campaigns to withdraw 
from the MAUSD. Both have cited 
the Merger Study Committee’s 
refusal thus far to back a provision 
that, like the MAUSD articles of 
agreement, would prohibit the 
closure or repurposing of a school 
without voter permission in the 
town hosting that school.

Starksboro has said it would 
be willing to drop the withdrawal 
campaign if the merger committee 
would commit to protecting a town’s 
right to vote on school closure.

Panton resident and Merger Study 
Committee co-chair 
Martha DeGraaf 
took umbrage at 
this idea.

“The last thing 
I would ever want 
is for any of the 
schools around me 
to close,” DeGraaf 
said. “I had said 
forever that you’d 
have to take me 
out feet first. But I 
also feel like this 
Starksboro and 
Lincoln thing of 
‘what if’ and ‘we’re 
going to to do this if you don’t do 
that’ — I don’t play those games.”

ANWSD board chair John Stroup 
of Vergennes made an oblique 
reference to the Starksboro petition 
in recent correspondence with his 
MAUSD counterpart, Chair Dawn 
Griswold.

At the conclusion of a March 31 
email in which he politely rebuffed a 
proposal from Griswold to convene 
a meeting between the two boards 
to discuss merger issues, Stroup 
wrote, “Even if we aren’t going to 
meet all together, I still believe that 
in terms of our shared future we are 
all better off if we play a ‘stag hunt’ 
game of cooperation than a game of 
‘chicken’ to see who loses first. :)”

Earlier that month, Merger Study 
Committee member Keith Morrill 

of Vergennes, who also serves on 
the ANWSD board, conveyed to 
the committee his district’s position 
on the school closure matter.

“I do know some things for 
certain, that there is unlikely to be an 
appetite from our district to merge 
if a single town has veto power for 
school closure,” Morrill said on 
March 7. “I don’t think there will 
ever be a scenario where a town 
will vote to close its own school... 
so from a governance perspective, 
I don’t see the board supporting 
that provision being added to any 
document that would create articles 

of agreement.”
In the meantime, 

the MAUSD has 
made at least one 
inquiry about 
withdrawing from 
the Merger Study 
Committee process 
altogether.

“A question 
has come up as to 
whether a forming 
school board can 
withdraw from the 
706b merger study 
committee process 
once it has started,” 

wrote MAUSD Superintendent 
Patrick Reen in a March 22 email 
to Donna Russo-Savage, a staff 
attorney at the Vermont Agency 
of Education. “For example, can 
MAUSD withdraw from the 706b 
merger study committee process 
with ANWSD thus halting the 
merger study work? Or, once 
formed, does the 706 merger study 
committee have an obligation to 
complete its work or the autonomy 
to decide for itself whether or not to 
continue?”

It was a question at least two 
MAUSD board members had 
wanted clarification on, Reen 
told the Independent Wednesday 
afternoon.

Russo’s reply to Reen was 
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fall to the Vermont Public Utility 
Commission.

“The Clean Heat Standard 
... is the most consequential 
step yet to execute (Vermont’s 
Climate Action Plan), to take 
responsibility for our own 
pollution and stabilize our future 
energy costs,” wrote Rep. Scott 
Campbell, D-St. Johnsbury, in 
a March 24 op-ed on VTDigger.
org. “The Clean Heat standard, 
for the first time, makes sellers of 
fossil heating fuels accountable 
for the greenhouse gas impact 
of those fuels.” It also offers “a 
financially viable path from the 
fuel business to the heating — 
and cooling and efficiency and 
comfort — business.”

Vanessa Rule, co-director and 
lead organizer of 350VT, is not 
convinced.

“350VT appreciates the intent 
of this bill, but our analysis is 
that it is structured in such a way 
that leaves it open to exploitation 
by fossil fuel interests and that it 
would not lead to the emissions 
reductions required under the 
Global Warming Solutions Act,” 
Rule and her 
colleagues wrote 
in a position paper 
issued last month. 
“The pathways 
it would provide 
could easily harm 
communities and 
l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g 
ecosystems, and 
impact our ability 
to grow food, 
beyond Vermont’s 
borders.”
COMPLICATED

Neither is 
Rule convinced 
that legislators 
are on the same 
page about how 
the policy would 
work.

“There’s a lot of 
confusion around 
this bill,” she said 
during a March 31 
interview with the Independent. 
“It’s very complicated. We 
have spent literally hundreds of 

hours digging into it and talking 
to people, and it’s really not a 
transparent bill.”

Rule noted that the previous 
day a member 
of the Senate 
Natural Resources 
Committee had 
a c k n o w l e d g e d 
on multiple 
occasions that they 
did not entirely 
understand the 
testimony being 
provided in support 
of the bill.

Last month two 
members of the 
House Committee 
on Energy and 
T e c h n o l o g y 
came to opposite 
conclusions about an issue 
they’ve both supported publicly: 
protecting Vermont’s heating fuel 
dealers.

“I can’t vote for a bill that 
will put many hard-working fuel 
dealers out of their jobs, and will 
kill scores of small businesses with 
deep ties to their communities,” 
wrote Rep. Sally Achey, 

R - M i d d l e t o w n 
Springs, in a 
March 8 op-ed on 
VTDigger.org.

A week later, in 
the same space, 
Rep. Laura Sibilia, 
I-Dover, wrote 
in support of the 
bill because “our 
smallest fossil-
fuel dealers, and 
the Vermonters 
reliant on them to 
heat their homes, 
are in danger of 
being left behind 
in this increasingly 
volatile global 
energy market... 
Inaction threatens 
to be an anchor 
pulling (them) 
under.”

Meanwhile the 
clock is ticking, 

and advocates for a stricter version 
of the bill worry they’re running 
out of time.

“I think there’s a lot of political 
pressure to get something done 
in terms of Vermont acting on 
climate,” Rule said.

Sen. Christopher 
Bray, D-Bristol, 
who chairs the 
Senate Natural 
R e s o u r c e s 
Committee, has 
indicated he wants 
the bill voted out of 
committee by the 
end of this week.
WINNERS & 
LOSERS

Matt Cota, 
executive director 
of the Vermont 
Fuel Dealers 
Association, has 
problems with the 

Clean Heat Standard, which he 
says will produce winners and 
losers if it’s passed as currently 
written.

The winners will be Green 
Mountain Power and Vermont 
Gas, or more specifically their 
parent company, Montreal-based 
Ènergir. Canadian public utility 
Hydro-Québec and heat-pump 
manufacturer Mitsubishi will also 
benefit.

“Anyone that sells an electron, 
produces an electron, counts an 
electron, distributes an electron or 
sells a device that needs electrons 
— they’re winning,” Cota said. 

“For the losers you don’t need 
to look that far,” he continued. 
“Just find your local fuel dealer. 
Anyone that continues to sell 
heating oil, propane or kerosene 
in the state of Vermont will have 
to pay a higher price and so will 
their consumers.”

Kimberly Hayden, a Burlington 
attorney who serves on Renewable 
Energy Vermont’s policy 
committee, agrees there will be 
winners and losers in the fight to 
prevent a climate catastrophe.

“We’re at a juncture in our 
world where there will be losers,” 
Hayden said, “and if they’re 
attached to the fossil fuel industry 
they’re going to take a hit. I’m not 
sure why we’re trying to satisfy 
Vermont Gas or the heating fuel 

Clean Heat
(Continued from Page 1A)

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
On Monday the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change, or IPCC, issued a new report, with a message 
that was received loud and clear around the world.

“It’s now or never, if we want to limit global 
warming to 1.5°C (2.7°F),” said IPCC Working Group 
III Co-Chair Jim Skea in an April 4 media release. 
“Without immediate and deep emissions reductions 
across all sectors, it will be impossible.”

This will require, among other things, major 
transitions in the energy sector over the next few 
years, including “a substantial reduction in fossil fuel 
use,” the IPCC said.

It’s a shorter timeline than what the IPCC implied 
when in 2014 it suggested fossil fuels should be 
phased out by 2100, but the concept is pretty much the 
same: fossil fuels have to go.

The fossil fuel industry has known this day would 
come.

In fact, that industry — which supplies the products 
sold by Vermont’s heating fuel dealers — has known 
about climate change for decades.

Exxon, which is now ExxonMobil and the largest 
gas and oil company in the world, was aware of 
climate change more than 40 years ago, according 
to a 2015 investigation by the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
organization InsideClimate News.

“There’s a sense, of course, in which one already 
assumed that this was the case,” Ripton author Bill 
McKibben wrote in the New Yorker at the time. 
“Everyone who’s been paying attention has known 
about climate change for decades now. But it turns 
out Exxon didn’t just ‘know’ about climate change: it 
conducted some of the original research.”

And then the company spent “decades helping to 
organize the campaigns of disinformation and denial 
that have slowed —perhaps fatally — the planet’s 
response to global warming.”

‘It’s now or never’  
Dire climate warnings from the IPCC

“This is a bill 
with some very 
important flaws 
that could, if 
passed the way 
it is, create the 
impression we’ve 
done something 
in regard to 
greenhouse 
gas reductions, 
but haven’t, 
actually. So it 
becomes a case of 
greenwashing.”

— Richard Butz

“The Clean Heat 
standard, for the 
first time, makes 
sellers of fossil 
heating fuels 
accountable for the 
greenhouse gas 
impact of those 
fuels.”

— Rep. Scott Campbell

(See Fossil, Page 11A)

BIOFUELS
Many climate and energy activist object to the 

Clean Heat Standard bill’s inclusion of “biofuels” 
such as biodiesel, manufactured methane (which the 
gas industry calls “renewable natural gas”) and wood 
products.

According to 350VT these are not “clean fuels”:
• When their entire life cycle is taken into account, 

they do not provide an emissions advantage over fossil 
fuels.

• Source materials are difficult to trace, so there’s 
little way of knowing what is actually being burned.

• Growing oil crops on a massive scale requires 
immense amounts of land, putting the enterprise in 
direct competition with food crops and increasing the 
risk of further land-clearing and deforestation.

“Basically ... we wouldn’t be able to measure the 
(greenhouse gas) impacts of the biofuels we burn in 
Vermont because of their blending,” explained 350VT’s 
Vanessa Rule. “Also, the carbon emitted when biofuels 
displace and destroy carbon sinks, like forests and 
grasslands, is not being quantified in the accounting.”

Clean Fuels Alliance America disagrees. It is 
an agricultural lobbyist headquartered in Missouri 
that until this past January called itself the National 
Biodiesel Board, but has rebranded in pursuit of a 
broader concept to describe its clients’ products, which 
now include “sustainable aviation fuel.” 

In addition to insisting that switching from fossil 
fuels to biofuels would be “superior” to weatherization 
in achieving emissions reductions, the group’s March 
30 memo to the Vermont Senate, written by Director 
of State Regulatory Affairs Stephen C. Dodge, argues 
that “biofuel does not pit food against fuel” and that the 

deforestation and other destructive practices associated 
with products like palm oil occur in other parts of the 
world, not in the United States, which would primarily 
be focused on producing soybean oil.

Rachel Smolker, co-director of Biofuelwatch, said 
it’s not that simple.

“All of these biodiesel fuels are made from 
vegetable oils, and the markets for all of them are 
very tightly linked,” Smolker said. “If demand for 
one of them goes up, it goes up for all the others.” If 
you increase the demand for soy oil, that displaces its 
use someplace else, where palm oil might seem like a 
good substitute. It would be easy to switch, and hard 
to trace.

But Dodge said the U.S. biodiesel industry has got 
it covered. The industry’s current annual production 
capacity is 3 billion gallons, and it expects to double 
that capacity before 2030 and then reach 15 billion 
gallons a year by 2050.

Vermonters would not make a significant contribution 
to that capacity, however, so they’d be importing 
biofuels and sending their money out of state, just like 
they do with fossil fuels, said Thetford resident Scot 
Zens, a statistical analyst at Dartmouth College and a 
350VT volunteer.

“I don’t think the Legislature is really clear about the 
scale at which meeting the Global Warming Solutions 
Act depends on that biofuels pathway,” Zens said. “That 
money leaving the state is going to be used in ways we 
have no control over. It’s going to be used to keep fossil 
fuel infrastructure alive and well. And it’s going to be 
used in a way that actually reduces the incentives for 
us to weatherize and make our homes more efficient.”
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April 14, 15 & 16, 7:30 p.m., April 16, 2 p.m.
Town Hall Theater, Middlebury

Tickets: 
townhalltheater.org or call 802-382-9222

More info:
middleburycommunityplayers.org

Based on the best-selling novel 
by Natalie Babbitt

 

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371
OPEN TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 7AM-4PM | SUNDAY 8AM-2PM

OtterCreekBakery.com

HOT CROSS BUNS
for Easter TODAY!

PRE-ORDER YOUR

We are offering
a variety of Easter Treats 

- Dipped Carrot Cake Eggs
- Decorated Gingerbread Bunnies

...to name a couple!
Open Easter Sunday
8:00am to 2:00pm.

dealers. It’s almost like it’s a 
paramount objective of this bill. 
But we don’t have time to do that. 
It’s not founded in the appropriate 
concerns.”
AT THE TABLE

At least Cota had a seat at the 
table.

Climate activists have 
repeatedly requested to be heard 

by legislators 
s i n c e 
H.715 was 
i n t r o d u c e d 
last month, 
but it wasn’t 
until Tuesday 
a f t e r n o o n , 
after a 
l a rg e - s c a l e 
mobilization 
of its 
membership 
to call their 
l eg i s l a to r s , 
that the 
S e n a t e 
c o m m i t t e e 
f i n a l l y 
o f f e r e d 
them an 
opportunity.

Meanwhile, in addition to Cota, 
the committee has heard from:

• the president of Vermont Gas
• the director of renewable 

fuels at Sprague Energy, a fuel oil 
and natural gas supplier 

• the manager of transmission 
planning for the Vermont Electric 
Power Company

• the general manager of 
Burlington Electric Department

• a vice president of Green 
Mountain Power

• the director of corporate 
affairs of Green Mountain Power

Climate activists due to finally 
be heard on Wednesday, April 6, 
when indigenous educator Judy 
Dow, Lakota Elder and women’s 
activist Beverly Thunder, Rachel 
Smolker and Kim Hayden testify.
NEEDS IMPROVEMENT

“We can have cleaner heat in 
Vermont,” 350VT said. “But 
the Clean Heat Standard needs 
significant changes before the bill 
becomes law.”

Changes the group would like to 
see include:

• adding a statement of 

“That money leaving the 
state is going to be used 
in ways we have no 
control over. It’s going 
to be used to keep fossil 
fuel infrastructure alive 
and well.”

— statistical analyst 
Scot Zens

“Anyone 
that 
continues to 
sell heating 
oil, propane 
or kerosene 
in the state 
of Vermont 
will have to 
pay a higher 
price and 
so will their 
consumers.”

— Matt Cota, 
Vermont 

Fuel Dealers 
Association

Fossil 
(Continued from Page 10A)

intent requiring environmental 
integrity aligned with the Paris 
Climate Agreement, which makes 
emissions reductions quantifiable, 
verifiable, enforceable, and 
additional to other emissions 
reductions.

• a review by the Environmental 
Justice Advisory Council so that, 
among other things, (1) Vermonters 
in low-income communities and 
communities of color will not 
suffer disproportionate impacts 
from the state’s climate policies; 
and (2) the system set up by the 
Clean Heat Standard will be 
“concise, understandable and 
readily accessible to the public.”

• preventing fuel dealers and 
utilities from controlling the clean 
heat system.

• requiring more accurate 
accounting of emissions from 
all energy sources, including 
electricity.

• removing “biofuels” and 
“renewable natural gas” from the 
definition of “clean heat.”

“350VT’s position aligns 
with the values of the global 
climate justice movement asking 
governments to move quickly 
away from market mechanisms 

and false solutions like biofuels 
to reach greenhouse gas reduction 
goals,” the group wrote in its 
position paper. 

“Vermont needs a bill that 
will move us away from an 
extractive economic system 
that profits a few while harming 
communities here and around the 
world, particularly communities 
of color, as well as critical 
ecosystems.”

The amendments 350VT 
offers, which are detailed in their 
position paper, “will land this 
bill solidly in the realm of real 
regenerative energy solutions that 
strengthen our communities’ and 
ecosystems’ health and resilience 
in the face of climate disruption.”

ACCOUNTING
Climate activists have also criticized the 

Clean Heat Standards bill, H.715, for setting 
up a complex accounting system that would 
lead to “greenwashing, not green energy.”

Among other things, it would:
• make it possible, because of loopholes 

similar to those in the Renewable Energy 
Standard, to pollute and still claim to be 
producing “clean heat.”

• pave the way for biofuels to become the 
dominant source of that “clean heat.”

• count already occurring taxpayer-
funded reductions from other climate 
programs as credits in this program, which 
could potentially lead to Vermonters having 
to pay a second time for already achieved 
reductions — via premiums on fuel 
deliveries. This, in turn, would reduce the 
amount of weatherization and efficiency the 
state could afford.

Furthermore, critics charge, the Clean 
Heat Standard’s proposed regulatory process 
allows corporations, which have clear 
conflicts of interest, to act as decision-makers. 
And if manufactured methane becomes an 
acceptable replacement for oil, propane and 
kerosene, one of those corporations, Vermont 

Gas, could end up with a virtual heating fuel 
monopoly in the state.

Rep. Sally Achey, R-Middletown Springs, 
from her seat on the House Energy & 
Technology Committee, didn’t like it either.

“This is a complicated proposition,” she 
wrote in her March 8 VT Digger op-ed. 
“Consultants to the Climate Council estimate 
that meeting the goals of the Global Warming 
Solutions Act will require 253,481 separate 
actions across weatherization, installation of 
heat pumps, etc. by 2025, and 469,743 by 
2030. Each of these actions will potentially 
generate one or more clean heat credits.

“It is not clear how the state is going to 
verify that each of these events took place, 
assign a credit value to each, assign ownership 
of these credits, and monitor that ownership 
through purchases and sales over the credits’ 
lifetime,” Achey continued. “This is a huge 
task that will require meticulous oversight. 
The cost to run an operation of this scale has 
not been researched, nor has a feasibility 
study been done to see if it’s even logistically 
possible with the resources we have.”

— Christopher Ross

ELECTRICITY
The Clean Heat Standard would provide 

incentives for electric heat pumps, but 
that’s not going to reduce emissions unless 
Vermont’s utilities clean up their energy 
mixes, 350VT said.

“The Renewable Energy Standard needs 
significant correction to ensure we’re only 
using non-emitting sources of electricity to 
run highly efficient heat pumps,” the group 
wrote in its position paper.

The standard, which requires electric 
utilities to procure a defined percentage 
of their total retail electric sales from 
“renewable energy,” is allowing those utilities 
to source most of the state’s electricity from 
greenhouse gas-emitting sources like fossil 
fuels and hydropower, 350VT said.

It’s an issue climate activists have been 
trying to call attention to for years.

“Critics say Vermont’s renewable energy 
standard encourages utilities to buy cheap 
renewable energy certificates, or RECs, from 
out of state that wouldn’t meet renewable 
requirements elsewhere,” VTDigger 
reported in 2019. “That means companies 
can tout in-state energy generation projects 
like wind and solar, sell the renewable 
‘credits’ to other states, then purchase 
cheaper credits from out-of-state projects 
like hydropower, and still count it toward 
their renewable targets.”

In short, “although Vermont is leading 
the way on some renewable indicators, 
the numbers don’t tell the full story — and 
some think the Green Mountain State should 
follow what other states have done and adopt 
a stricter definition of renewables.”

— Christopher Ross

WOOD
Despite what the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) once said years ago about burning wood 
products — and despite whatever claims the forest biomass 
industry makes about what the IPCC once said — “burning 
wood is not ‘carbon neutral’ and we shouldn’t pretend that 
it is,” Smolker said.

As the Natural Resources Defense Council pointed out in 
November, “scientists at the IPCC and elsewhere are clear 
that ... it is inaccurate to ‘automatically consider or assume 
biomass used for energy [is] carbon neutral,’ even in cases 
where the biomass is thought to be produced sustainably.’”

If Vermont decided to count the carbon emissions from 
burning wood and accounted for them in a way that reflected 
reality, it would set an important precedent, Smolker said.

“The pressure to keep that ‘carbon neutral myth’ in place 
is astronomic. The industry wants that desperately. They 
don’t want any more debate or discussion about it. So if 
Vermont were to stand up and say something different that 
would be very important.”

In a March 18 New Yorker article, Ripton author and 
climate activist Bill McKibben implied that burning wood 
was a relic from another time.

“The logic originally seemed sound: if you cut a tree, 
another grows in its place, and it will eventually soak up 
the carbon dioxide emitted from burning the first tree,” 
McKibben wrote. “But ‘eventually’ is the problem. Burning 
wood is highly inefficient, and so it releases a huge pulse of 
carbon right now, when the world’s climate system is most 
vulnerable. Trees that grow back in a few generations’ time 
will come too late to save the ice caps.”

— Christopher Ross

Police Log
Vt. State

ADDISON COUNTY — On 
a cold and slippery March 28, 
Vermont State Police were busy 
with some tractor-trailer crashes 
that closed Route 22A for hours.

At around 4 a.m. that Monday 
morning, troopers responded to a 
report of a motor vehicle crash in 
Addison about halfway between 
Routes 17 and 125.

Troopers first determined that 
Raihan Lukman, 29, of Bronx, N.Y., 
was driving a 2021 Freightliner 
tractor-trailer south on Route 22A 
and due to the icy conditions, he 
lost control of the vehicle, left the 
road and jackknifed. This blocked 
both northbound and southbound 
travel lanes. 

Lukman’s truck sustained 
extensive front-end damage in the 
crash and was eventually towed 
away. 

In the same call, troopers report 
that Rene Aquino, 59, of Clifton, 
N.J., was driving his own 2003 
Freightliner tractor-trailer south 
on route 22A and slid on the ice 
into the rear end of a Freightliner 
tractor-trailer driven by Jared 
Forand, 22, of Starksboro. Aquino’s 
vehicle sustained extensive front-
end damage and was towed from 
the scene; Forand’s truck sustained 
minor damage but was operable.

Vermont Route 22A was closed 
for approximately six hours that 
Monday while crews worked to 
clear the roadway. State police 
were assisted at the scene by the 
Department of Motor Vehicles and 
Addison Fire Department.

The only other report from the 
New Haven state police barracks 
between March 29 and April 6 was 
a March 31 report that Richard 
Ambrose, 50, of Panton had 
violated court orders by entering a 
place where he was ordered not to. 
Police cited Ambrose for violation 
of an abuse prevention order and 
violation of conditions of release.

Two tractor-trailer 
crashes close 22A
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‘Amahl’ redux

A year after a planned encore, a 

beloved opera returns to a Salis-

bury church. See Arts+Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Not quite...

The Panther men’s hockey team 

showed promise its first games, 

but fell just short. See Page 1B.

Giving
Some Bristol neighbors held a 

festive gathering that collected 

food for donation. See Page 14A.

Departing Sheldon director made his mark on local history

Brooks brought flair to museum exhibits

(See Brooks, Page 16A)

Lt. gov. first to enter

race for Congress

Shelters
fill up as
temps dip
COVID measures 

limiting capacity

(See Shelters, Page 11A)

(See Gray, Page 15A)

Mt. Abe seeks healing after threats

Officials act and students speak out

$8M Career
Center bond
in the works

(See Career Center, Page 13A)

(See Gun scare, Page 10A)

Flag displays touched off the turmoil

(See Flags, Page 9A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Patricia 

Hannaford Career Center (PHCC) 

directors are reviewing an $8.1 

million plan to renovate the 

Middlebury school’s Charles 

Avenue and North Campus 

buildings, in anticipation of 

presenting it to area voters as a 

bond proposal as soon as next 

March.
The bulk of the project would 

involve energy-related repairs 

and upgrades to the PHCC’s 

50-year-old main building at 51 

Charles Ave. Completed in 1971, 

this 63,000-square-foot structure 

still operates with much of its 

original heating, ventilation, air-

conditioning, electrical, plumbing 

and lighting infrastructure, 

according to PHCC Superintendent 

Dana Peterson.

The Career Center board recently 

commissioned ENE Systems Inc. 

and Energy Efficient Investments 

Inc. to audit the energy systems 

and operating costs in the school’s 

two campuses. They found many 

deficiencies and are now pitching 

a menu of solutions — including 

With COVID-19 around it’s 

more difficult for people to go 

caroling or attend a Messiah 

sing-along. So Middlebury’s 

Town Hall Theater has found 

a way to bring the season into 

everyone’s living room — 

and raise money for hungry 

Addison County residents in the 

process. The artistic nonprofit 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

County’s two emergency homeless 

shelters are already full and 

carrying waiting lists as bone- 

chilling temperatures, sleet and 

snow once again take center stage 

in the Champlain Valley.

The Charter House Coalition 

(CHC) Emergency Shelter at 27 

North Pleasant St. in Middlebury 

has already reached its max of 24 

guests, while another 28 individuals 

are waiting in the wings in hopes 

of securing a spot, according to 

Heidi Lacey, the shelter’s top 

administrator.

Meanwhile, the eight shelter 

units at John Graham Housing & 

Services in Vergennes are also full, 

serving a total of 22 adults and 

children, according to Executive 

Director Susan Whitmore.

Like Lacey, Whitmore has noted 

a recent surge in folks seeking to 

come in from the weather. Some 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Some look 

upon history as a dispassionate 

examination of objects from a 

bygone era, their 

significance buried 

by “progress” and the 

sands of time.

That’s never been 

the case for Bill 

Brooks, who’s always 

sought to make history 

come alive.
Brooks has helmed 

Middlebury’s Henry 

Sheldon Museum of 

Vermont History for 

only 10 of its 137 

years, but his many 

contributions have 

made an immeasurable 

impact on how locals 

and visitors will 

perceive Addison 

County for many decades to come.

Brooks began as the Sheldon’s 

executive director on June 5, 2012, 

after having spent eight years as the 

development director of the Calvin 

Coolidge Memorial Foundation 

in Plymouth Notch. Now closing 

in on his 80th year, Brooks will 

soon pass the torch to the next 

steward of the Sheldon — the 

oldest community-based museum 

in the country. He’s seen a lot of 

history and wants to 

make some of his own, 

in what promises to be 

an active retirement.

“I think the Sheldon 

would benefit by new 

leadership,” Brooks 

said during a recent 

interview at the Park 

Street museum. “I’ve 

certainly enjoyed my 

10 years, but when 

you turn 80, things 

slow down a little. I 

think a younger person 

with new ideas is very 

important.”
It’s hard to imagine 

a successor topping 

Brooks’s plentiful 

ideas, which have seen him pair 

local artists, photographers, 

educators, orators and other 

creative folks with a range of 

beautiful, basic, evocative and 

quirky items in the Sheldon’s attic 

for delightfully themed exhibits.

BILL BROOKS WILL soon step down as director of the Henry Sheldon Museum of Vermont History after 

a very eventful decade. He helped bring new, vibrant exhibits to the Middlebury museum that combined 

art, history and the talents of Addison County residents. Here he stands in front of a series of miniature 

Christmas trees crafted by local residents that will be auctioned as a fundraiser for the museum.

Independent photo/John Flowers

“Having 

these various 

exhibits, two or 

three a year, 

that feature 

both history 

and art and fill 

the rooms of 

the museum, 

allows local 

visitors to come 

back and see 

new things.”

— Bill Brooks

By ANGELO LYNN

BURLINGTON — Early 

Monday morning, Vermont Lt. 

Gov. Molly Gray declared her 

candidacy for Vermont’s lone 

congressional seat being vacated 

by Congressman Peter Welch.

A lifelong Vermonter, Gray, 

37, was born and raised in South 

Newbury, Vt., on a vegetable 

and dairy farm still operated by 

her family today. She has served 

Vermont in Washington as an 

aide to Congressman Welch, 

statewide as an assistant attorney 

general and now as lieutenant 

governor. Before entering public 

office, Gray spent her career 

advocating for human rights and MOLLY  GRAY

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — After almost 90% 

of students stayed away from 

Mount Abraham Union Middle/

High School on Friday, Dec. 3, 

attendance returned to almost 

normal this week, though not 

fully, Principal Shannon Warden 

said on Wednesday morning. She 

was scheduled to speak later that 

morning with a student who was 

still apprehensive about resuming 

classes.
Students, educators and 

community members this week 

were trying to make sense of an 

outburst of unrest at the Bristol 

school last week that culminated in 

a threat that a student would bring a 

weapon to school.

The Mount Abraham Unified 

School District and the Bristol 

Police Department worked late 

into the night on Thursday and 

determined that those threats were 

not credible, but by then almost all 

of the school’s parents had decided 

to keep their children home from 

school the following day.

Mount Abe instituted a ban 

on flag-related attire on Dec. 

2. Warden said in an email to 

parents that day that the ban was 

in response to a recent trend of a 

small number of students wearing 

politically themed flags or banners 

as capes. The school had initially 

permitted this activity as a form 

of self-expression, but banned 

it Thursday because it had “led 

to inappropriate, disrespectful, 

hurtful, hateful dialogue between 

students and adults.” (See “Flag 

Displays” story on this page.)

As events unfolded at Mount 

Abe, school communities around 

the country were already on edge 

after a Nov. 30 school shooting in 

Oxford, Mich., left four students 

dead and seven others wounded. 

The suspect in that case, a 15-year-

old student at the school, was 

charged with first-degree murder 

and terrorism. His parents have 

also been arrested and charged in 

the case.

By JOHN FLOWERS

BRISTOL — Only 75 of the 

650 students enrolled at Mount 

Abraham Union Middle/High 

School came to the Bristol 

school out of fear that student 

unrest the previous day could 

escalate into violence. Mount 

Abe had received a threat that 

someone would bring a weapon 

to the Bristol school.

The source of the unrest: flags, 

some worn as capes.

School officials on Friday said 

a weapon threat issued Thursday 

was traced to one student. 

Following an investigation that 

spanned into Thursday night, 

Bristol police concluded there 

was “no credible threat to the 

Mount Abraham community 

and we were safe to hold 

classes on Friday,” MAUSD 

Smile for Santa

A VERY SMALL child takes her turn having a socially distant visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus in the new park in downtown Middlebury 

this past Saturday morning. The Christmas couple sat at a safe distance while they met with youngsters during the kickoff to the Better 

Middlebury Partnership’s Very Merry Middlebury celebration. See more photos on Page 2A. Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

Interested in selling the Interested in selling the Addison IndependentAddison Independent at your business?  at your business? 
Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com 

and chat with Sadie!and chat with Sadie!

Stop by any of these 60+ locations
for your copy of Addison County’s 

award-winning community newspaper!
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A new classicA Dickens story we know & love 
will take the stage at Town Hall 
Theater. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Four-peat
The Middlebury College field 
hockey team dominated the 
NCAA Final Four. See Page 1B.

’Tis the seasonLook inside to find out what’s 
going on in all the area towns in 
our 40-page Holiday Guide.

HOPE Holiday Shop readies for kids in need

(See Holiday shop, Page 14A)

(See Hunters, Page 15A)

Eagle coach leads through empowermentStetson teaches more than skills

(See Stetson, Page 11A)

Career Ctr. redefines its priorities for the future

(See Career Ctr., Page 12A)

RNESU chief Collinsretiring at year’s end
Led schools through Act 46, COVID

(See Collins, Page 7A)

(See Nuovos, Page 12A)

Local sweethearts enter
10th decade – together

Young andother newhunters bagsome bucksOne novice killed a 195-pound, 9-pointer

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Helping 
Overcome Poverty’s Effects 
(HOPE) will reopen its Holiday 
Shop to in-person browsing next 
week after a two-year hiatus forced 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Located at the HOPE 
headquarters at 282 Boardman St. 
in Middlebury, the Holiday Shop 

features a hefty selection of free 
toys, books, puzzles and other gift 
options for low-income residents 
who otherwise couldn’t afford to 
provide their children Christmas 
presents. Jeanne Montross, 
executive director of HOPE, said 
the shop will likely serve around 
600 Addison County children over 
the next month.

As always, area individuals, 
businesses and places of worship 
are providing key donations that 
will allow HOPE to stock the 
Holiday Shop tables with super, 
eye catching gifts for kids ages 
birth through 18.“It’s a nice community effort 

that’s coming together,” Montross 
said during a recent interview at 

the shop.Organizers promise a return 
to “near-normal” shopping 
conditions. While patrons will 
need to social distance and wear 
face coverings, they’ll be able to 
choose gifts in person. That’s a 
departure from last year, when 
COVID-19 conditions required 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The town 
of Middlebury is home to many 
majestic sights — including the 
Otter Creek Falls, stately places of 
worship, and rolling, verdant hills.

But one of its most endearing and 
uplifting sights is the daily stroll 
of one of the community’s most 

senior and accomplished couples. 
If you’re lucky, you’ll spot Victor 
and Betty Nuovo just about any 
morning, walking hand-in-hand 
along Main and/or Weybridge 
streets. Both 90 years old and 
married for 68 years, the Nuovos 
breathe life into the impossible 

BETTY AND VICTOR Nuovo, one of Middlebury’s most accomplished 

and cherished couples, are each celebrating a 90th birthday, with 68 

years of marriage and many accomplishments to reflect upon.
Independent photo/Angelo S. Lynn

The Addison County 
jobless rate in October was 
1.4%, representing a drop 
from the 1.8% registered 
in September, according to 
the Vermont Department of 
Labor. Meanwhile, Vermont’s 
unemployment rate remained at 
2.8% in October, according to 

By ANDY KIRKALDYADDISON COUNTY — Young 
and first-time hunters combined to 
bring 121 deer to Addison County’s 
seven wildlife reporting stations 
after going out during Youth Hunting 
Weekend on Oct. 23 and 24. 

That total was the second-highest 
for an Addison County Youth 
Hunting Weekend, trailing only 
2019’s record high of 142. Other 
annual takes ranged from a low of 
78 in 2015 to 110 in both 2017 and 
2018.

For 2020, a wrinkle Department 
of Fish and Wildlife officials 
introduced no doubt boosted 
Youth Weekend numbers. Starting 
last year and this year, F&W has 
allowed first-time deer-hunting 
license holders ages 16 and up to 
join younger hunters during Youth 
Hunting Weekend, which now 
doubles as Novice Weekend. 

Still, 2021’s total ran ahead of 
2020’s youth weekend, during 
which young and novice hunters 
brought 105 deer to one of the 
following Addison County reporting 
stations: Rack ’N Reel in New 
Haven, Vermont Field Sports in 
Middlebury, Buxton’s Store in 
Orwell, West Addison General 
Store, Lincoln General Store, Green 
Mountain Trails End in Bristol, 
and C&S Hunting Supplies in East 
Middlebury.Overall, as of the end of the 

opening weekend of the 16-day rifle 
season (Nov. 14) hunters had taken 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — Kayla Bessette 

used to think there was no way 
other people could love and 
appreciate Mary Stetson the 
way she does.“And then (earlier this month) 

at our Mt. Abe Varsity Field 
Hockey Banquet, the seniors 
attempted to talk about Mary 
and everything she has taught 
them and given them,” Bessette 
told the Independent last week. 
“Through the tears the point was 
driven home that it’s not just 
me. It’s all of her players. Mary 
Stetson emulates all things 
‘Eagle Nation.’”Mary Stetson began teaching 

at Mount Abraham Union High 
School in 1982 and has coached 
field hockey there for the past 
30 years. The program she built 
at the school is legendary, and 
for the past eight years she has 
served as the New England/

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The 
Patricia Hannaford Career Center 
is generally doing a good job, 
but should consider adding new 
courses — such as veterinary 
science, dental hygiene and 
robotics — to reflect some of the 
evolving professional interests of 
its students.Those were among the 

takeaways of a lengthy “visioning” 
process that saw career center 
students, educators, business 
partners and community members 
take a thorough look at the school’s 
offerings and solicit feedback on 
how to better tailor vocational-
technical education for Addison 
County teens and adults.That visioning process began 

during the fall of 2019, when a 
team of Patricia Hannaford Career 

By ANGELO LYNNBRANDON — After 41 years as 
an educator, including 17 years as a 
superintendent, Rutland Northeast 
Supervisory Union Superintendent 
Jeanné Collins, 63, last Friday 
announced her resignation at the 
end of this school year. She said 
her decision was prompted by a 
change in her personal life.

“It’s bittersweet. It’s hard to let 
go,” Collins said, “but I’d like a 

different work-life balance.” 
Collins is engaged to be married 

to Mike Deweese, director of 
the Vermont Superintendents 
Association Leadership Academy, 
this coming May. Collins lives 
in Shelburne and Deweese is in 
Enosburg Falls.Collins became the 

superintendent of RNESU in 
2014, a move from the Burlington 

The chicken winner is…
EDORAH FRAZER, PRINCIPAL of Starksboro’s Robinson Elementary School, presents a chicken 

to first-grader Elijah Purinton, who suggested the name — “Snowy Chicken” — that the school voted 

to submit to the Vermont Agency of Transportation’s snowplow naming contest. The chicken will 

travel from class to class as the students do things that contribute to the greatness of the school. 

See more snowplow photos from other local schools on Page 2A.

Photo by Myriah Cogswell

MOUNT ABE FIELD hockey coach Mary Stetson looks on as her team prepares for the 2021 season 

this past August. When the Eagles won their fourth Division II state championship in a row this month, 

it was the second time Stetson’s program has had a championship “four-peat” since she started 

coaching the program in 1992.

Independent photo/Steve James
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History fan
A spunky Puritan in 17th C. New 

England is the heroine of a Lincoln 

author’s novel. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Unbeaten
College women’s hockey grounds 

the Gulls to keep its winning 

streak alive. See Sports, Page 1B.

Graffi  ti or art?
Someone is pasting images 

around town, but where are they 

coming from? See Page 3A.

City police, Turning Point o� ering quick help to people in crisis

iPads allow for remote counseling

Vergennes seeks 
$25M sewer bond
Offi cials: It’s a great time for grants

ACSD to ask for 5.3% 

increase in spending

New canning facility could 

add 25 jobs at Aqua ViTea

Artim to leave Middlebury 

selectboard after 12 years
Could Lincoln, Ripton schools join forces?

Residents excited by the possibilities

And beverage start-ups would get help, too

(See Vergennes, Page 10A)

(See Aqua ViTea, Page 11A)

(See ACSD, Page 9A)

(See Schools, Page 11A)

(See Artim, Page 10A)

(See City police, Page 12A)

By ANDY 
KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — 

Thanks to Turning 

Point Center of 

Addison County, 

Vergennes Police 

Department offi cers 

this week have new 

tools at their disposal 

that can help citizens 

in need — two iPads.

Those tablet 

computers will 

travel with city 

police offi cers in 

their cruisers. If the 

offi cers encounter 

anyone who, in their 

judgment, would 

benefi t from a face-

to-face talk with one 

of Turning Point’s 13 

peer substance abuse 

coaches (at least one of whom is 

available 24/7) the offi cers can 

hand them one of the iPads.

A push of a 

button, and within 

60 seconds a trained 

peer coach will 

appear on the screen 

to listen and talk 

to, encourage, and 

support the person 

in a substance abuse 

crisis, according to 

Vergennes Police 

Chief George 

Merkel. 
“There are people 

we are dealing with 

that we can get to 

the coach to provide 

support and services 

(for), who need a 

coach … to help work 

through some of their 

issues, substance 

abuse or whatever 

else,” Merkel said.

Turning Point Center Executive 

Director Jennifer Mayhew said 

“They (offi cers) 

are out on the 

road, not always 

in the offi ce. The 

iPad seemed 

like a creative 

way to have 

access to people 

immediately, 

really in those 

most vulnerable 

moments when 

people are 
willing to think 

about rehab or 

treatment.” 
— Turning Point 

Executive Director 

Jennifer Mayhew

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — 

Nick Artim stepped onto 

Middlebury’s political stage a 

dozen years ago with a desire to 

do his civic duty and leave the 

community a better place for 

future generations.
He will step down from the 

Middlebury selectboard on 

March 1, having helped guide 

the town during a pandemic and 

an unparalleled investment in its 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

ADDISON COUNTY — Lincoln 

and Ripton, which voted last year 

to withdraw from their school 

districts, have begun exploring the 

idea of creating a new supervisory 

union to handle the administrative 

services they might not be able to 

afford individually.
“It’s one of the most exciting 

moments we’ve had in a long, 

embattled year, to be sitting with 

people who are really visioning 

something that is proactive 

and unique, but also still really 

supporting the values that our 

towns hold dear,” Ripton School 

District (RSD) board member 

Molly Witters told the Independent

earlier this month.
Since voting to leave the 

Addison Central School District 

last January and subsequently 

receiving the blessing of district 

member towns, Ripton has formed 

its own school district and now 

awaits a complicated decision 

by the Vermont State Board of 

Education (VSBE).
Lincoln voted in August to 

leave the Mount Abraham Unifi ed 

School District and awaits possible 

ratifi cation of district member 

communities on Town Meeting 

Day, March 1.

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Beverage 

maker Aqua ViTea is looking to 

substantially increase its canning 

capabilities, allowing it to hit a new 

gear in its kombucha production 

while also giving it the capacity to 

become a major incubator for small 

startup beverage companies.

Woodchuck Cider, a Middlebury 

industrial park neighbor, is shaping 

up as the other major player in 

this beverage-incubator venture, 

noted Aqua ViTea Founder/CEO 

Jeff Weaber. In short, Aqua ViTea 

is poised to acquire a 100-cans-

per-minute processing line from 

By ANDY KIRKALDY 

VERGENNES — With the 

expectation state and federal grants 

could pay for up to half of the 

cost, the Vergennes City Council 

on Tuesday decided to put a $25.5 

million bond proposal on the city 

ballot in March that if approved 

would fund a complete overhaul of 

the city’s troubled sewer collection 

system and treatment plant.

If city offi cials’ and consultants’ 

optimism about grant support is 

rewarded, most Vergennes sewer 

users would see an annual increase 

over the next few years from $500 

to $850 to fund bond payments, 

according to offi cial estimates.

Those bond-related increases 

would not be immediate, and most 

would be phased in as work is 

completed, according to offi cials. 

The Tuesday decision came 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District board on 

Monday unanimously agreed to 

present voters with a 2022-23 

budget of $41,578,089 that refl ects 

$34,594,034 in local education 

spending — a 5.3% increase 

compared to this year.

“This FY23 budget responds 

to an unprecedented educational 

environment in which the needs of 

our students and communities have 

shifted how our schools operate,” 

according to ACSD Superintendent 

Peter Burrows. “With the increased 

social and emotional needs of our 

students, we have worked to adapt 

traditional educational approaches 

to meet each student where they 

are. Much of this work at the 

budgetary level has consisted of 

shifts and increases to staffi ng in 

The Bridport Grange and 

the Addison County Farm 

Bureau have made the diffi cult 

decision to cancel their legislative 

breakfast series this winter due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s 

A moving sight
The 19th-century New 

Haven Junction Train Depot 

turns the corner from Route 7 

onto Route 17 in New Haven in 

predawn hours Wednesday, 

left, and later continues 

eastbound up the fi rst hill on 

Route 17 on its way to a new 

home on North Street. State 

offi cials said it was too close 

to the tracks for new higher-

speed passenger trains. See 

more photos on Pages 2A 

and 4A.
Photos by the Independent’s Steve 

James (above) and James Duggan of 

Vermont State Historic Sites

VERGENNES POLICE CHIEF George Merkel gives an iPad from the Turning Point Center a test run 

Tuesday. Police can give the iPad to people dealing with substance abuse issues and it will connect them 

to a quick face-to-face link with a peer recovery coach. Independent photo/Steve James

Castleton Elementary School

Kindergarten Registration!
Friday, May 20, 2022Friday, May 20, 2022

Please join us for Kindergarten Registration!  

Families will be able to meet the teachers as well as 
check out Castleton Elementary School, your new 
school!

Call (802) 468-5624 to sign up for a time.  Times will be 
available in 20 minute time slots from 8am - 3:30pm.  
If you are unable to come on May 20th, we will arrange 
another time for you to come to CES.

We look forward to seeing you and your new 
kindergarten student!

agricultural tradition from one 
generation to the next, and how do 
we keep the best farmland open 
and productive?

As they started looking for a 
home to accommodate themselves, 
their hoped-for career on the farm 
and a potential family, Turcotte 
and Munzer, both now 35, enlisted 
the services of a real estate agent.

“We basically drew a circle 
around the farm on a map and 
told her, ‘We want to be within 15 
minutes of this place,’” Turcotte 
recalled.

That would have given the 
young couple some options in 
Monkton, Ferrisburgh, Vergennes, 
Waltham, New Haven and Bristol.

But they soon realized 15 
minutes was too far away.

“Once we started doing it — 
just the intensity of a dairy farm 
with a cheese operation — it was, 
‘Actually, can we have it be within 
five minutes of the farm?”

In 2018, the couple took a major 
step toward their dream, signing 
a lease with Susman and Pollack 
to take over their cheesemaking 
operation. It would be called Orb 
Weaver Creamery, to distinguish 
it from the original enterprise, Orb 
Weaver Farm.

But they still couldn’t find a 
suitable house to buy.

Turcotte and Munzer knew 
they had big shoes to fill. When 
Susman and Pollack started from 
scratch during the early 1980s they 
were one of the few small cheese 
operations in the U.S. They taught 
themselves cheesemaking through 
experimentation and by listening 
to their land. Orb Weaver evolved 
into an iconic Vermont brand, and 
its creators became legends.

Excited as they were, Turcotte 
and Munzer knew they would 
have to run a very different kind 
of business. They would have 
less time for it. Turcotte worked 
during the day at Aqua Vitea and 
Munzer worked the night shift at 
Cabot. They would be taking on 
debt to make this work.

“We started milking cows and 
making cheese back in 2018 

and when you put together your 
business plan you feel hopeful,” 
Turcotte said. “We had a sense 
of the business we could run, as 
far as the size and capacity and 
everything like that, but the reality 
is that we needed to run a business 
that could potentially buy a farm 
— and buy a house. That was our 
mindset.”

It was all possible. They were 
confident of that. But it would be 
a strain financially. And getting 
in a car to drive to the farm every 

day...
TOUGH CHOICES

In 2013, Susman and Pollack 
conserved Orb Weaver Farm with 
the Vermont Land Trust and used 
the money to fix up the barn that 
houses their cheese cave. When 
they began working with Turcotte 
and Munzer, the four had hoped 
the terms of the conservation 
easement would allow the young 
couple to build a home on the 
farm, but it did not.

Susman and Pollack live on a 
little plot of land carved out from 
the conservation easement. Theirs 
is the only house on the property 
and they have painstakingly made 
it into a home over the years.

“We wanted to age in place,” 
Susman said. “We love this farm, 
our house, the community. I think 
it’s hard for old-timers. It’s hard to 
imagine retiring and then having 
to leave a farm you’ve worked so 
hard on.”

Susman occasionally wonders, 
if they had not conserved the farm 
would they have been able to split 
the property in a way that would 
allow Turcotte and Munzer to 
build a home? But if they hadn’t 
conserved the farm, they wouldn’t 
have been able to afford to 
preserve the barn in the first place.

“Would we have been better off 
just taking out a loan?”

By the time the foursome signed 
the lease in 2018, Turcotte and 
Munzer knew they wouldn’t be 
able to build on the farm, but they 
still hoped they could purchase a 
house nearby.

This was before COVID, before 
Vermont’s housing market went 
berserk, before Turcotte and 
Munzer’s daughter was born.
END OF AN ERA

“We are so fortunate to have 
Kate and Zack come into our 
life,” Susman said. “We worked 
hard together, we got to know 
them. Kate is a great cheesemaker. 
But sometimes the world just 
conspires against you.”

Orb Weaver will not exist as 
it did in its heyday. Susman and 
Pollack are living in their house 
and running the farm — minus 
the cows and the cheesemaking 
operation. They will continue 
Orb Weaver Farm, growing 
vegetables and bringing them to 
the Middlebury Natural Foods 
Co-op. But when it comes to 
cheesemaking, the Orb Weaver 
name will be retired. If someone 
comes along who wants to rent out 
the cheese barn they will have to 
use their own name.

“I have to say that we have been 
so incredibly fortunate to live our 
dream,” Susman said. “But it can 
be hard. It’s always harder than 
you think.”

Without a home of appropriate 
size close enough to the farm, 
Turcotte and Munzer could not 
make the cheese operation viable. 
They have sold the last of the cows 
and stopped making cheese. Their 
lease at Orb Weaver is up in June.

“The pandemic was a big piece 
of it,” Turcotte said. “Our first 
year, in 2019, we were just making 
cheese, we were building up our 
inventory and not bringing in a lot 
of cash. We were both working 
off the farm, trying to just kind of 
make it work. Then the pandemic 
hit.”

Then home prices soared out of 
reach.

On top of that, they were 
struggling to find a suitable 
childcare situation. “And doing 
the numbers as far as how much it 
was going to cost ... it just felt like 
we had to come to a decision.”

Still, there has been a lot to 
cherish. Especially the animals.

 “Working with the cows was an 
incredibly rewarding experience,” 
she said. “Marjorie and Marian 
were such incredible herdswomen. 
They honed their herd’s genetics, 
so we had an amazing herd of 
cows.”

And it was an honor to be able 
to make an iconic Vermont cheese, 
she added.
SUCCESS(ION) STORY

“Farm succession is hard,” 
Turcotte said. “And we’re not the 
only people. It’s all throughout 
the state, all throughout the 
country. We have an aging 
farming population, and people 
are trying to figure out how it is 
that we transfer that to a younger 
generation. And it’s hard.”

Turcotte emphasized that Orb 
Weaver Farm is still going strong.

“Marjorie and Marian are still 
farming. It’s not like, ‘Oh, Orb 
Weaver failed.’ It didn’t. It was 
a huge success. This is a success 
story.”

As for Turcotte and Munzer, 
they’re planning to stick around.

“I was telling somebody the 
other day, I feel like we’ve been 
living double lives,” Turcotte said. 
“We’re just going to drop one of 
those identities. So this isn’t a sad 
story. We’re looking forward to 
more of a simple life.”

Reach Christopher 
Ross at christopherr@
addisonindependent.com.

Orb Weaver
(Continued from Page 1A)

PRODUCTION OF THE cave-aged farmhouse cheeses made for 
decades under the name Orb Weaver and more recently Orb Weaver 
Creamery, has come to an end. Founders Marjorie Susman and Marian 
Pollack had hoped to pass their legacy on to Kate Turcotte and Zack 
Munzer, but the pandemic and other circumstances intervened.

Photo courtesy of Kate Turcotte

CHEESEMAKER KATE TURCOTTE, left, and livestock breeding 
specialist Zack Munzer proudly assumed the Orb Weaver Farm 
legacy from longtime local foods producers Marjorie Susman and 
Marian Pollack in 2019, when they took over the cheese operation. 
They recently discontinued the business due to a variety of factors. 

Photo courtesy of Caleb Kenna Photography 

Monkton and New Haven. 
Look for the Partnership’s 
table outside of Shaw’s. 
Volunteers will provide a 
paper bag into which you 
can place your purchased 
donations. Organizers will 
collect the bag from you on 
your way out of the store and 
deliver it to the local food 
shelf and pantries. Email 
familylife@bristolfederated.
com with any questions about 
the event.

Two well-traveled public 
venues recently altered 
their COVID-19 masking 
requirements. The Ilsley Public 
Library trustees on March 
14 voted to lift the mask 
requirement within the library. 
This decision was made in light 
of the reduction in COVID 
cases in Addison County and 
throughout the state. While 
this has been welcome news 
to many, library officials 
acknowledge some community 
members are uncomfortable 
being indoors without masks. 
Those who prefer to request 
books ahead of time and pick 
them up outside may contact 
the library. Also, effective 
April 6, Middlebury’s Town 
Hall Theater announced that 
face masks are now optional 
for indoor and outdoor events 
at the entertainment venue. 
Also, THT officials won’t be 
checking proof of vaccination 
or PCR tests. Masks and hand 
sanitizer will be available for 
patrons’ convenience. Ilsley 
and THT officials cautioned 
that restrictions could tighten 
in the future based on a surge 
in coronavirus activity. The 
Department of Health reported 
11 new COVID-19 cases on 
Wednesday, April 6, and 135 
new cases for the past two 
weeks.

AgeWell and the town 
of Monkton are pleased to 
announce the start of the 
“Monkton Grab ’n Go” 
program, where a meal is 
provided once a week to 
individuals age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Meal 
pickup will be on Wednesdays 
at the Monkton Town Offices 
at 92 Monkton Ridge Road. 
Pick up meals between 11:30 
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Home 
delivery isn’t available, but 
people can arrange for others 
to pick up their meal. In order 
to be eligible for a meal, you 

must pre-register the Friday 
before by contacting Michelle 
Eastman at 802-377-1419 
or michelle@agewellvt.
org. Meals are provided at 
no charge. Donations are 
accepted.

Be warned. April is National 
Distracted Driving Awareness 
Month, and federal and state 
highway safety agencies will 
be supporting state, county and 
local law enforcement agencies 
cracking down on distracted 
drivers. “U drive U text U pay” 
is an enforcement campaign 
that will run through April 11, 
with a goal of increasing the 
awareness of the dangers of 
distracted driving. Between 
2012 and 2019, federal officials 
say, 26,004 people died 
nationwide in motor vehicle 
crashes involving a distracted 
driver. In 2020 alone, 3,100 
more people died as a result of 
driver distraction. That equals 
approximately 29,000 distracted 
driving deaths in America since 
2012.  In Vermont 1,167 motor 
vehicle crashes were caused by 
a distracted driving between 
2016 and 2021.

The Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Department and 
the Vermont Agency of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Markets (VAAFM) are 
teaming up with Vermont 
hunters to look for the Lone 
Star tick (scientists know 
the bug as Amblyomma 
americanum). It is a tick 
believed to be in Vermont but 
one that has eluded capture 
through standard surveillance 
methods. This tick species 
has been found on turkeys 
in other northern states, 
so Vermont will undertake 
its first turkey tick survey. 
Volunteers will staff several 
reporting stations around 
the state on Youth Turkey 
Hunting Weekend (April 23 
and 24) and opening day of 
2022 Spring Turkey Season 
(May 1) to inspect harvested 
turkeys for Lone Star ticks, if 
hunters give their permission 
to do so. After inspection 
and collection of any ticks, 
which should take no more 
than five minutes per bird, 
information will be collected 
on the harvested turkey 
and where it was killed. For 
more information about 
the VAAFM Tick Survey 
Program, head online to 
tinyurl.com/2p9d8ebd.

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)
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170
Super Pocketed Coil™ Springs
The gold standard in undisturbed 
rest.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

   

MAUI™
MEDIUM

      Twin Set ...... $849
     Full Set ........... $949
      Queen Set ........... $995
   King Set ............... $1399

If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.
Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

   
      Twin Set ...... $895
     Full Set ......... $1095
      Queen Set ......... $1299
   King Set ............... $1699

CAYMAN™
EXTRA FIRM

  

L-CLASS™
PLUSH

      
     Twin XL Set ... $2049
    Full Set ............ $2399
   Queen Set ............ $2499
 King Set ................. $3099

  

L-CLASS™
EXTRA FIRM

    
       Twin XL Set ... $1749
    Full Set ............ $2099
    Queen Set ........... $2199  
King Set ................. $2799

  

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM PILLOW TOP

    
     Twin XL Set ... $2349
    Full Set ............ $2699
    Queen Set ........... $2799
  King Set ................ $3399

  

C-CLASS™
PLUSH

      Twin Set .... $2599
     Full Set ......... $2899
      Queen Set ......... $3099
   King Set ............... $4199

  

C-CLASS™
MEDIUM

    
      Twin XL Set .. $2599
   Full Set ........... $2899
      Queen Set ......... $3199
   King Set ............... $4199

1-800-261-WOOD
802-388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com 

FREE
DELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT       
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

ATTENTION 
SELF-EMPLOYED  CARPENTERS

then come to work for US!
Do what you love without the headaches of running a business.

We offer great pay, comprehensive benefits and growth opportunities.

APPLY TODAY!
802.482.5777 - polliconstruction.com

Doing Paperwork?

Chasing Money?

Paying Bills?

Managing people?

Unsteady Income?

ARE YOU TIRED OF...

Forestry, where he continues to 
serve.

Norris, 73, explained he wants 
to leave the Legislature at a 
time when he’s still healthy and 
energetic enough for travel and 
hobbies during his golden years. 
He’s enjoyed his five years in the 
House, and now wants to give 
other prospective candidates time 
to weigh their options prior to the 
November elections.

House Agriculture & Forestry 
has done some important work 
during Norris’s tenure. The 
state’s dairy farmers continue to 
grapple with low milk prices and 
with state-mandated farm runoff 
rules aimed at stemming the flow 
of phosphorus into Vermont’s 
waterways. The Ag Committee has 
sought to help farmers transition 
to the more stringent regulations, 
while lobbying the federal 
government for legislation to help 
dairies get more money for their 
milk.

While milk prices and 
environmental issues have been 
mainstay issues, House Agriculture 
& Forestry has fielded other hot-
button matters of late, including 
the oft-contentious subject of raw 
milk. Some producers and vendors 
have lobbied for more freedom in 
selling unpasteurized milk. Norris 
was pleased that Vermont last year 
adopted a new law that expands 
raw milk sales to farm stands and 
CSAs statewide.

“There are a lot of people who 
still don’t like that whole aspect 
of agriculture,” Norris said. “I 
understand that, but my thought 
was, ‘Are we supposed to making 
rules for everybody on the choices 
that they want to 
make?’”

So the committee 
made sure the 
resulting raw 
milk legislation 
included thorough 
labeling, disclosing 
potential health  
risks.

“We thought 
people should be 
able to make ups 
their own minds, 
if they felt they 
wanted to partake 
in raw milk,” he 
said. “I know 
the Agency of 
Agriculture and 
the Department 
of Health didn’t 
like it. But we 
persevered. I 
honestly have heard of no one 
getting ill from (raw milk).”

Another biggie: “Right to Farm” 
legislation aimed at protecting 
agricultural operations from 
nuisance lawsuits. It’s an issue 
that’s gained more attention this 
year in wake of a lawsuit that 
a neighboring family filed last 
year against the Vorsteveld Farm 
in Panton. In their lawsuit, the 
Hopper family argued that the 
brown runoff from the Vorsteveld 
Farm was essentially trespassing 
on their property in Arnold Bay. 
A judge last week ruled the 
Hoppers are entitled to relief from 
agricultural runoff streaming off 
the neighboring farm.

The Hopper/Vorsteveld case 
has prompted state lawmakers 
to revisit, and perhaps tighten, 
Vermont’s Right to Farm law.

“It’s a little vague,” Norris said 
of the current law. “We’re taking 
testimony on it right now.”

Norris believes a revised Right 
to Farm law won’t be ready for 
a vote until sometime during the 
next biennium.

Looking beyond agriculture, 
Norris has had to cast votes on a 
variety of bills during his time in 
the House, ranging from simple 
charter changes to the multi-billion-
dollar state budget. Lawmakers 
this biennium were also called 
upon to support abortion rights and 
racial justice/equity. 

“It never would have occurred 
to me that we would be voting on 
abortion in the state of Vermont, 
but here we are,” said Norris, 
who — like many other lawmakers 
— perceived it as a federal 
jurisdiction.

The Legislature in February 
approved a constitutional 
amendment that, if approved by 

voters, would guarantee a woman’s 
reproductive rights. Norris initially 
opposed the constitutional 
amendment, on grounds that it 
didn’t include any restrictions. 
But he later changed his mind 
after receiving more feedback and 
giving the issue more thought.

“Between the doctor and the 
woman, they probably wouldn’t 
do what wasn’t ethical to do,” he 
said, “and I felt this was something 
bigger than these 150 (House 
members) should be deciding; let’s 
get it out there for the public to 
vote on it.”

Some of the floor debates have 
been politically charged, much to 
Norris’s chagrin.

“I’m not a big fan of politics,” 
he said.

Norris is also not a fan of 
the current balance of power 

in the Vermont 
S t a t e h o u s e . 
Democrats hold 
o v e r w h e l m i n g 
majorities in both 
the House and 
Senate. While 
the state has 
a Republican 
governor, Norris 
said the Democrats 
are readily able to 
rally support for 
veto overrides.

“It’s pretty 
lopsided right 
now,” he said of 
the Democrats’ 
n u m e r i c a l 
a d v a n t a g e . 
“Whatever the 
majority wants, the 
majority gets.”

Norris has 
been the latest in a string of 
independent lawmakers to 
represent the Addison-Rutland 
district in the House. He’s among 
a half-dozen loosely organized 
House independents who keep 
track of the major issues and, when 
appropriate, glean information 
from the major parties’ caucuses.

“As far as voting, I go by what 
I feel when I read the bill; nobody 
tells me how to vote,” Norris said. 
“I’ve spoken to enough people up 
there to know that a lot of times, 
they’re told (by party leadership) 
how to vote. I don’t think that’s 
good.

“When I vote, I always think, 
‘How is this going to affect rural 
Vermont, and particularly the four 
towns I represent?’” he added.

Whoever succeeds Norris 
will deal with a changed 
Addison-Rutland House district. 
Reapportionment will alter the 
configuration of many House and 
Senate enclaves. For example, 
Addison-Rutland will lose Benson 
and gain the communities of 
Sudbury and Hubbardton, if the 
current reapportionment plan is 
approved

“I think Benson going with Fair 
Haven and West Haven is probably 
a good thing for them; they’re 
more aligned with that area than 
Shoreham and Orwell,” Norris 
said.

Norris will miss his many friends 
and colleagues at the Statehouse. 
But he’s ready to move on. He 
and wife, Diane, plan on selling 
the family home in Shoreham, and 
then move to their camp in Benson.

“I want to make sure everyone 
known I’m very thankful and 
honored to have served” in the 
Legislature, he said.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Norris 
(Continued from Page 1A)

REP. TERRY NORRIS, 
I-Shoreham, will not seek 
another term representing the 
Addison-Rutland district in the 
Vermont House.

“Between the doctor 
and the woman, 
they probably 
wouldn’t do what 
wasn’t ethical to do, 
and I felt (abortion 
rights) was 
something bigger 
than these 150 
(House members) 
should be deciding; 
let’s get it out there 
for the public to vote 
on it.”

— Rep. Terry Norris

a d d i s o n i n d e p e n d e n t . c o m
CHECK IT OUT.

School
(Continued from Page 9A)

“Not including the language that protects the town 
school is a non-starter.” 

— Dustin Corrigan

be
heard

submit a 
letter.

802.388.4944

news@addisonindependent.com

essentially “it’s complicated.” But 
from the Agency of Education’s 
perspective, she said, the Merger 
Study Committee could only 
disband if it decided a merger 
wasn’t feasible or it if took a 
proposed merger to the voters and 
their vote was certified.

Which of those two scenarios 
will emerge remains unclear, but 
the prognosis is poor for an article 
protecting a town’s right to vote on 
school closure.

Earlier in its discussions Monday 
night, the Merger Study Committee 
took a straw poll on the following 
article language:

“On or after the first day of 
operation of the [new governance 
entity], an elementary school 
program will not be closed, 
repurposed or otherwise terminated 

for any of grade K-6 students 
resident in the town where the 
elementary school program is 
located without the approval of the 
voters of that town.”

Two-thirds of the committee said 
they wouldn’t support it.

Some members did indicate, 
however, they would like to keep 
working toward a solution that 
might satisfy concerns on both 
sides of the issue.

That work will continue when the 
committee next meets on April 27.

For more information about the 
ANWSD-MAUSD Merger Study 
Committee visit anwsd.org or 
mausd.org. 
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WHAT YOU NEED
WE KNOW YOUR OPTIONS. 

CONTACT US TODAY AND 
WE’LL SHOW YOU HOW 
ACCESSIBLE YOUR DREAM 
KITCHEN CAN BE!

MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT | (802) 458-8999  

BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR IN-HOUSE FINANCING.

• KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGN
• INSTALLATION

• RENOVATIONS
• PROJECT MANAGEMENT

• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
• HARDWARE & MORE!

WHAT YOU NEED
y�  kn� 

Social media networks. Digital directories. Review sites. Oh my! 
Is managing your digital presence just one big headache after another?

TUESDAY, APRIL 12TH
9:30AM - 10:30AM

Join the Addison Independent to learn what tools are available to help manage your 
company’s digital presence. No experience or digital literacy is required — we’ll start 

from the basics and answer ANY questions you have!

addisonindependent.com/independent-digital-marketing 802-388-4944 jennah@addisonindependent.com

Register for our free webinar at 
bit.ly/3IJ3bp7 or scan the code 

MANAGING YOUR
DIGITAL PRESENCE

WORK WILL SOON begin on a $2 million overhaul of the water main system in and around Court 
Square. It’s one of several projects to be done — or are in the planning stages — this year.

Independent photo/John S. McCright

the work. 
Middlebury Public Works 

Planning Director Dan Werner 
said the town was fortunate to 
secure two major grants to pay for 
a majority of the work: $750,000 
in federal funding through the 
Drinking Water State Revolving 
Fund, and $600,000 from the 
Northern Borders Regional 
Commission.

The local share of the project 
will be covered through surplus 
local option tax revenues and 
$2.5 million in bonding capacity 
authorized by Middlebury voters 
in 2020, Werner noted.

Construction is about to kick 
off.

“(Beldon Construction) is 
mobilizing this week, and 
tentatively will start at the 
intersection of Seymour and 
Main streets next Monday, April 
11,” Werner said.

He expects that intersection to 
shut down at around 5:30 p.m. for 
the first in a series of nighttime 
construction sessions. Plans 
call for affected roads to reopen 
each morning by 6 a.m. Check 
for project updates at tinyurl.
com/2a6crwjc.

Werner expects the majority 
of the Court Square water main 
project to be completed by mid-
September.

A temporary water line is 
being extended down Washington 
Street to ensure no interruptions 
of service.

Beldon Construction will use 
a portion of the Memorial Sports 
Center parking lot as a staging 
area for equipment.
COLONIAL DRIVE

The other big project this year 
will involve the entire 1,700-foot 
length of Colonial Drive. Water 
service along the south loop 
will be upgraded to an 8-inch 
main and also connected to the 
existing main that comes from 
the east loop. Storm sewer pipe 
and related infrastructure will 
be installed around the entire 

Colonial Drive loop. Culverts 
underneath driveways will be 
removed and new storm basins 
installed, according to Werner. 
Driveway aprons will be restored. 
New sanitary sewer mains and 
manholes will be installed. And 
finally, the road surface and base 
will be recycled then re-paved 
with four inches of new asphalt. 
Champlain Construction won the 
bid to do the work, which kicks 
off this spring.

Meanwhile, consultants 
continue to evaluate future needs 
for Middlebury’s wastewater 
treatment plant and its water 
service.

Officials have ordered 
engineering for an additional 
1.3-million-gallon water tank to 
be installed on Chipman Hill. This 
would supplement that current 
1.5 million gallons of capacity 
that exist there, according to 
Werner.

The town has hired the 
Montpelier engineering firm 
Tata & Howard to diagnose 
the Middlebury wastewater 
treatment plant’s deficiencies and 
to propose fixes to keep it running 
for another two decades. The 
plant receives and treats waste 
from hundreds of local homes and 
scores of businesses — including 

AgriMark/Cabot, Porter Medical 
Center, Middlebury College 
and Otter Creek Brewing — all 
crucial to Addison County’s 
employment scene.

Tata & Howard launched its 
study of the treatment plant in 
2018, and is expected to deliver 
its findings later this year. As 
previously reported by the 
Independent, the company’s 
preliminary findings suggest 
upwards of $18 million in needed 
upgrades.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Road work
(Continued from Page 1A)

Time for peepers
EVERYONE KNOWS THAT moths are drawn to light, but frogs? 

This amphibian was seen clinging to a window of a Middlebury 
home on a recent evening. It was gone by morning.

Independent photo/John S. McCright

BURLINGTON — At the State 
4-H Dairy Quiz Bowl, held on 
March 20 at UVM, a number of 
Addison County and Brandon 
students garnered awards.

Eighteen seniors, ages 14-
18, competed for a chance to 
represent Vermont in 4-H quiz 
bowl competition at Eastern States 
Exposition in September and 
the North American Invitational 
4-H Dairy Quiz Bowl Contest in 
November. Sixth-place finisher 
Torrey Hanna of Addison was 
selected as the alternate for the 2022 
Vermont Dairy Quiz Bowl Team. 
Brailey Livingston of New Haven 
finished 10th, while Morgan White 
of Whiting received Honorable 
Mention. Natalie Atkins, Lincoln; 
Michaela Charbonneau, Salisbury; 
Brendan Gebo, Bristol; and Mason 
Livingston, New Haven also 
competed in this division.

Quiz bowl consisted of a written 
test and several buzzer rounds of 
oral questions, with scores from 
both combined to determine final 
scores. Questions dealt with calving 
and diseases, herd management 
practices, milk production, feeds 
and forages, dairy products and 
showing cattle, among other topics.

Placements in the younger age 
group were:

12- and 13-year-olds: Chyanna 
Stone, Brandon, seventh, and Allen 
Cram, Middlebury, eighth.

8- and 9 year-olds: Gracelynn 
Barber, Shoreham (sixth); and 
Jazmine Cram, Leicester (seventh). 

Adult volunteers included 
Nicole Charbonneau of Salisbury; 
Dawn Livingston of New Haven; 
and Bethany Orvis of Middlebury.

To learn more about the Vermont 
4-H dairy program, contact Wendy 
Sorrell at wendy.sorrell@uvm.edu.

Locals shine at 4-H Dairy Quiz Bowl
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This Saturday is opening day of 
fishing season in Vermont. Except 
that there isn’t really opening day 
anymore. I mean, there sort of is, 
but not really. Or, rather, not one 
that greatly impacts me.

I should start 
this over. For 
years I have 
been hoping 
for — and 
a d v o c a t i n g 
for — year-
round fishing in 
Vermont. 
Now I’ll admit 

that not too 
many days during our Vermont 
winters leave me wanting to stand 

The delight 
of release

MATTHEW
DICKERSON

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Boys’ Lacrosse

4/5 MUHS at Mt. Mansfield ........ Ppd.
Girls’ Lacrosse

4/5 Burr & Burton vs MUHS.............19-6 
Girls’ Ultimate

4/5 CVU vs MUHS ........................8-2 
COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Lacrosse

4/2 Midd vs Tufts .........................14-7
4/5 Midd vs Union .......................19-2

Men’s Lacrosse
4/2 Midd vs Tufts .......................21-14
4/6 Midd at Hamilton ...................Late

Softball 
4/1 Amherst vs Midd................ 5-4 (8)
4/2 Midd vs Amherst................. 8-7 (9
4/2 Amherst vs Midd......................8-0
4/6 Castleton at Midd (2).............Late

Baseball 
3/30 Midd vs RPI.........................13-3
4/1 Midd at Hamilton .........Postponed
4/2 Midd vs Hamilton...................11-5
4/2 Hamilton vs Midd.....................4-2
4/5 Midd vs Castleton....................6-2
4/6 Union at Midd ........................Late

SCHEDULE
HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Boys’ Lacrosse
4/7 MUHS at Woodstock ........... 4 PM
4/7 OV at Montpelier ................. 4 PM
4/9 MUHS at Burlington ...........11 AM 
4/11 Rice at MUHS.................... 4 PM
4/12 OV at Mt. Abe ................... 4 PM 
4/12 MUHS at Mt. Mansfield 4:30 PM
4/13 St. Albans at MUHS .......... 4 PM
4/15 Mt. Abe at Spaulding ......... 4 PM 
4/16 Woodstock at MUHS ........11 AM 

Girls’ Lacrosse
4/7 Essex at VUHS (Bristol) . 4:30 PM
4/8 MUHS at Burlington ....... 4:30 PM
4/12 VUHS at S. Albans ....... 4:30 PM
4/15 MUHS at Mt. Anthony.. 4:30  PM
4/16 VUHS at Hartford .............11 AM

Softball
4/12 Spaulding at Mt. Abe .... 4:30 PM
4/14 Burr & Burton at OV ..... 4:30 PM
4/14 Burlington at Mt. Abe.... 4:30 PM
4/14 MUHS at Fair Haven ..... 4:30PM
4/16 Williamstown at VUHS .....11 AM
4/16 Fair Haven at Mt. Abe ......11 AM

Baseball
4/14 Burr & Burton at OV ..... 4:30 PM
4/14 MUHS at Fair Haven .... 4:30 PM
4/14 Burlington at Mt. Abe.... 4:30 PM 
4/16 Fair Haven at Mt. Abe ......11 AM
4/16 Bellows Falls at OV ..........11 AM
4/16 Williamstown at VUHS .....11 AM

Boys’ Tennis
4/14 Colchester at MUHS ... 3:30 PM  

Girls’ Tennis
4/14 MUHS at Colchester ... 3:30 PM 

Girls’ Ultimate
4/11Fairfax at MUHS ...........  5:30 PM  
4/12 MUHS at S. Burlington ..... 4 PM 

Boys’ Ultimate
4/11 Fairfax at MUHS ................ 4 PM  
4/13 Rice at MUHS .................. 4 PM 

Track
4/12 .. VUHS, MUHS, Mt. Abe at CVU
4/15 ...................Mount Abe at MUHS

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Lacrosse

4/9 Wesleyan at Midd...............11 AM
4/10 Hamilton at Midd ............... 1 PM
4/16 Colby at Midd .................... Noon

Men’s Lacrosse
4/9 Midd at Wesleyan................ 1 PM
4/10 Midd at Babson ................. 1 PM
4/13 St. Lawrence at Midd ........ 4 PM
4/16 Midd at Colby .................... 1 PM

Softball 
4/8 Williams at Midd .................. 5 PM
4/9 Williams at Midd (2)............. Noon
4/15 Midd at Hamilton ............... 5 PM
4/16 Midd at Hamilton (2).......... Noon

Baseball 
4/9 Colby at Midd (2)................. 1 PM
4/10 Midd at Suffolk .................. 1 PM
4/12 St. Mike’s at Midd.............. 4 PM
4/13 Lyndon at Midd.................. 4 PM
4/15 Williams at Midd ................ 4 PM
4/16 Williams at Midd (2)........... Noon

Given rapidly changing schedules 
those interested in attending or viewing 
events are advised to check school 
websites for the latest updates.

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College men’s 
lacrosse team on Saturday picked 
up its biggest win of the season, 
knocking off visiting Tufts, 21-14. 
The Jumbos (6-2, 3-1 NESCAC) 
entered the game ranked No. 3 in 
NCAA Division III and led D-III in 
goals per game at 21. 

The Panthers improved to 5-3, 
4-1 NESCAC (good for second 
place), heading into a Wednesday 
game at Hamilton. Next up are 
games on Saturday and Sunday at 
Wesleyan and Babson, respectively, 
both at 1 p.m.

The key stretch in Saturday’s 
home game came in the second 
quarter. With the game knotted 
at 7-7, the Panthers ripped off six 
straight goals to go into halftime up 
by 13-7.

Jack Sheehan started the run with 
a bounce shot at 12:43, and then 
Russell Thorndike sandwiched 
two goals around a William Ryan 
strike. Sheehan made it 12-7 with 
a missile into the top right corner, 
and Tyler Forbes, added the final 
goal in the surge, converting a Tom 
Conley feed from behind the net.

The margin stayed at six goals 

by the end of the third frame, as 
each team found the back of the net 
three times.

The Panthers killed off a Jumbo 
man-up situation to open the 
fourth period, and then gained 
more momentum when Andrew 
Ng caused a turnover that led to a 
Middlebury transition score from 
Billy Curtis. Tufts came no closer 
than six goals the rest of the way.

Curtis, who was named 
NESCAC Player of the Week, had 
a big game for the Panthers with 
four goals and three assists. Forbes 
added four scores and an assist. 
Ryan chipped in with three and a 
helper, and Ng scooped a team-
high seven ground balls. 

William Munroe won 11 of 20 
faceoffs and Garrett Hawthorne 
won nine of 18. Goalie Finn 
O’Connor made 16 saves, as the 
Panthers outshot Tufts, 62-49, and 
won the ground-ball battle, 48-39.  

Tommy Swank paced Tufts with 
six goals, and Jack Boyden had a 
hat trick with two assists. Camden 
Kelleher led all players with eight 
ground balls, and goalie Conner 
Garzone finished with 17 stops.

MIDDLEBURY ATTACKER TOM Conley and a Tufts defender look to see if the pass Conley just whipped 
to the front of the goal will connect on Saturday. Conley contributed an assist to a 6-0 second-quarter run 
that proved decisive in the Panthers’ 21-14 victory. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Men’s lax knocks
off No. 3 Jumbos

AMHERST, Mass. — Host 
Amherst this past weekend took 
two out of three games from the 
Middlebury College softball team 
in the season-opening NESCAC 
West Series for both squads. 
Amherst improved to 10-3, 
while the Panthers stood at 7-7 
heading into a Wednesday home 
doubleheader vs. Castleton. 

The Panthers are scheduled to 
host NESCAC West rival Williams 
for the three-game series this 
weekend. A single game is set 
for 4 p.m. on Friday and then a 
doubleheader will begin at noon on 

Saturday. 
On this past Friday Amherst 

prevailed in eight innings, 5-4. 
Amherst took a 3-0 lead in the 
third, with singles by Autumn Lee 
and Jess Butler keying the rally. 

The Panthers tied the game in the 
sixth on Noelle Ruschil’s three-run 
homer, which followed singles by 
Jordyn Johnson and Jen McGann. 
Middlebury pushed a run across 
in the top of the seventh on a Nina 
Schroeder single, sacrifice bunt 
and Megan Fox double.

But Amherst tied the game in 
the bottom of the seventh on a Lee 

single, and a Megan Taketa infield 
hit plated the winning run in the 
eighth.

Jewel Ashbrook (3-2) took the 
loss, tossing 7.2 innings, allowing 
four earned runs with six strikeouts.

Audrey Orlowsky tossed two 
innings of relief to earn the win.

The Middlebury softball team 
recorded a doubleheader split at 
Amherst on Saturday, pulling out 
an exciting 8-7 win in nine innings 
before falling 8-0 in five innings in 
the nightcap. In the opening game, 
Middlebury scored four times in 
the first inning on an Abby Santis 

RBI double, Schroeder’s RBI 
single, and a Fox two-run homer.

Amherst scored two in the first, 
and the Panthers made it 5-2 in 
the top of the fourth on a Sophia 
Marlino double and Marina Lyon 
single. The Mammoths responded 
with one in the fourth and two in 
the fifth, and the teams entered 
extra innings tied at 5-5.

The Panthers scored twice in 
the eighth on doubled by Fox and 
Marlino and a Lyon squeeze bunt 
for a 7-5 lead. But Rachel Lovejoy 
and Dani Torres Werra pulled the 
Mammoths even with solo homers 

in the bottom of the inning. 
Fox singled in the winning run 

in the top of the ninth with a single 
to score Lizzie Hannafey for an 8-7 
edge. Samantha Hausman, who 
started the game for Middlebury, 
returned to the circle in the ninth to 
record her first save of the season.

In game two, the hosts scored 
in each of the three innings to 
claim an 8-0 lead that held up to 
end the contest after five innings. 
Werra limited the Panthers to two 
hits for a complete-game shutout. 
Ashbrook went two innings and 
took the loss. 

Amherst wins series from Middlebury softball
Panthers take one of three as NESCAC West season opens; Williams set to visit over coming weekend

    SPRING SPORTS TEAMS around the county are 
gearing up at local high schools. On a cool and 
cloudy Friday afternoon all the Mount Abraham 
Union High School teams were preparing for 
the season. Top right, softball player Genevieve 
Forand goes all out to make a diving catch. Right, 
members of the cooperative Mount Abe-Vergennes 
boys’ lacrosse team loosen up with a run before 
their practice. Above, the Eagle track & field team 
features a number of hurdlers — including junior 
Maisy Hill pictured here — and many of them 
practiced their discipline.

Independent photos/Steve James

Back in action
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in a river casting fl ies or lures. Not 
that a little bit of chill or frozen 
precipitation deters me. I’ve had 
plenty of days winter fi shing 
in other states over the years 
(Oregon, New York, Colorado, 
North Carolina, Tennessee) with 
temperatures hovering around the 
freezing mark, or even below that, 
or when snow or sleet was falling. 
I’ve even fi shed in below-freezing 
temperatures in the Rocky 
Mountains in the middle of August 
(in Yellowstone National Park 
and in Canada’s Banff National 
Park). But I’m not very interested 
in fi shing when the temperature 
is below 20, or when the rivers 
are cased in ice. Even if fi sh are 
feeding in those conditions, the 
experience of catching them 
does not fi t in the category of 
“enjoyable” for me (unless the fi sh 
are REALLY big.) So when I look 
at numerous other states where I 
have fi shed in winter months, and 
fi nd myself wishing I had similar 
opportunities in Vermont, I know 
that regulations are only part of 
the issue. (Most Vermont rivers 
and streams have for years been 
legally closed to fi shing from 
Nov. 1 until the second Saturday 
of April.) A bigger issue is winter 
itself. 

I was delighted several years ago 

when the state began opening a few 
rivers — including lower stretches 
of Addison County’s Otter Creek 
and Lewis Creek — for year-
round catch-and-release fi shing. I 
took advantage of that opportunity 
on a few occasions. But I also 
wanted to be able to go out on the 
New Haven River or Middlebury 
River on a sunny November day, 
or to get up into some small Green 
Mountain National Forest streams 
on a warm day in March on a 
year like this when the snow was 
gone early. The second Saturday 
of April seemed like an arbitrary 
designation for when I could 
fi sh. And when fi sh are properly 
handled, catch-and-release fi shing 
has exceptionally low mortality 
rates and would have almost no 
impact on fi sh populations. 

Now I have my wish. Beginning 
three months ago (at the start 
of 2022), Vermont’s general 
regulation allows “year-round 
using artifi cial lures and fl ies for 
almost any species in any water if 
you practice catch and release.” 
(See vtfi shandwildlife.com/
new-2022-fishing-regulations-
overview for a complete list of 
the newer, simpler regulations.) 
That means I don’t have to wait 
until the second Saturday of April 
to stand out in my favorite river 
casting for trout. I could have been 

out any day last month, or any 
day this week. I might be out in a 
river legally fi shing while you are 
reading this article, even before 
“opening day.” 

What still does happen on the 
second Saturday of April — the 
traditional “opening day” — is 
that many rivers open up for the 
keeping and killing of trout: the 
“harvesting” of your catch. In 
that sense, Vermont still has an 
Opening Day, and it will probably 
still be a big deal for many area 
anglers. 

Not so much for me, though. I 
occasionally bring home a fresh 
trout for dinner. My wife enjoys 
them, and some of my sons 
and daughters-in-law do also. 
Although I fi nd hatchery rainbow 
trout unpleasant to eat, a little wild 
brook trout from the mountains is 
a delicacy I will indulge in now 
and then. However, I release the 
vast majority of fi sh that I catch. 

Before continuing, I should 
be clear. I have no problem with 
other people eating their catch — 
at least in places where it can be 
done sustainably. I hunt, and am 
happy to harvest and eat wild, free-
range, antibiotic-free venison. The 
state does a good job managing 
a wild deer herd in a sustainable 
way. And the huge fi sh-stocking 
efforts around the state mean that 

Vermonters who want to go catch 
and eat a hatchery rainbow or 
brown trout from the local stream 
can also do so in good conscience. 

But while I might enjoy the 
taste of the occasional brook 
trout, killing a fi sh does nothing to 
increase my enjoyment of fi shing. 
It is the experience of the rivers, 
the fun of enticing a fi sh to an 
artifi cial fl y or lure, then bringing 
it to hand for a quick and gentle 
release, that I enjoy. Watching the 
fi sh swim off at the end not only 
doesn’t detract from the pleasure 
of catching it; it actually adds to 
the sense of delight. So too does 
the thought that the fi sh I have 
just released now has a chance 
to get bigger and bring more 
delight to some other angler some 
day. Or perhaps to feed a hungry 
kingfi sher, otter or osprey. Or just 
go on bringing beauty to whatever 
little hole or riffl e it occupies. 
Bringing a trout home now and 
then might bring a little delight 
to the palate, or help preserve 
my wife’s good will in the future 
when I decide to take a morning 
off from chores to go fi shing. But 
for me, at least, releasing the fi sh 
brings even more delight.

And that’s precisely what the 
new regulations allow!

802-388-6888   •   VERMONTSUN.COM

Novice and advanced athletes alike marvel at the beauty of our courses 
and enjoy the mountains, lakes and streams of Central Vermont.

See our website for course maps, race details and registration.

5K,  10K  &  HALF MARATHON

May 15, 2022
Lake Dunmore, 

Vermont

Vermont youth hockey team wins national title
TROY, Mich. — A Vermont 

youth hockey team with 
Middlebury connections won a 
national title in Troy, Mich., on 
Monday. 

The Vermont St. Pats claimed 
the USA Hockey 16-and-under 
Boys’ Tier II championship on 
Monday, defeating the Park City, 
Utah, Miners, 3-0 in the title game.

Middlebury Union High School 
sophomore forward Toby Draper 
skated for the St. Pats and scored 
seven goals in the fi ve-game 
tournament. Draper was the team’s 
second-leading goal scorer. 

Former Middlebury College 
goalie Brent Truchon coached the 
St. Pats, with players from around 
the state, including Rutland, 

Colchester, St. Albans and South 
Burlington.

The Pats went 5-0 in the 
tournament and outscored their 
opponents by 30-4. As well as 
the Miners, they faced teams 
from South Carolina, Georgia, 
Wyoming and Alabama. 

Truchon was assisted by Ethan 
Hendrickson. The full roster 

included Colin Banks, James 
Bradley, William Bradley, Patrick 
Cooley, Quinn Dousevicz, Draper, 
Aidan Good, Nick Kelly, Dylan 
Kerner, Logan Lambrecht, Anders 
Lowkes, Colby Phelps, Brody 
Rassel, Blake Truchon, Lucas Van 
Mullen and Alex Zuchowski.

TOBY DRAPER, FOREFRONT, helped the Vermont St. Pats boys’ hockey team win the national Tier II Championship in Troy, Mich., earlier 
this week. Draper was the team’s second-leading scorer, with seven goals in fi ve games. 

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College baseball team 
won three out of four recent games 
and stood at 8-7 heading into a game 
at Union on Wednesday. 

Tuesday’s victory over Castleton 
was the 200th in Coach Mike 
Leonard’s college coaching career.

Up next for the Panthers is a three-
game home set this weekend vs. 
Colby, including a game at 4 p.m. on 
Friday and a Saturday doubleheader 
beginning at noon. 

Back on March 30 the Panthers 
knocked out four homers, two by 
John Collins, in a 13-3 victory over 
host RPI, which fell to 7-9.

RPI took an early 2-1 lead despite 
Collins’s fi rst homer, but Middlebury 
took charge with six runs in the 
fourth on a Sammy Smith two-run 
homer, a Beau Root two-run double 
and a Kyle McCausland two-run 
single. 

Middlebury added fi ve more 
in the fi fth. Collins launched a 
two-run shot, and Lucas Flemming 
connected on a three-run homer to 
make it 12-2. Smith later in the game 
added an RBI single.

Mitchell Schroeder fi nished with 
two hits, a walk and two runs scored. 
Seven Panthers took the mound, and 
Henry Gustavson earned the win 
with a perfect inning.

On Saturday the Panthers split a 
doubleheader with host Hamilton, 
winning the opener, 11-5, before 
falling in the nightcap, 4-2. The 
teams were unable to play the 
third game of the league-opening 
NESCAC-West series either on 
Friday or Sunday. Hamilton is 9-8. 

The Panthers took charge in 
the opener early. Collins drilled a 
three-run shot in the fi rst, and they 
added two runs in the second on 
a Flemming triple and doubles by 
Sawyer Duarte and Schroeder. 

In the fourth Middlebury 
made it 9-2 with four more runs. 
McCausland homered to drive in 

Collins, who walked, and Flemming 
homered after a Zip Malley double. 
A Smith triple and an Andrew Ashley 
grounder made it 10-2 in the fi fth, 
and Collins doubled and scored on a 
McCausland sac fl y in the seventh.

Alec Ritch earned the complete-
game victory, allowing fi ve runs 
(four earned) on eight hits with four 
strikeouts.

The Panther bats were quieter in 
game two. The Continentals took 
a 2-0 lead after fi ve innings before 
Middlebury rallied to tie the game in 
the sixth on a Smith leadoff homer, 
followed by a Jack Stolper double to 
right, his stolen base and a Malley 
sac fl y. But Hamilton responded 
with two runs in the seventh for the 
win. 

Alex Price (1-2) took the loss, 
giving up four runs on six hits and 
striking out 11 in 6.1 innings. George 
Goldstein went the fi nal 1.2 innings 
for Middlebury, fanning fi ve.

On Tuesday the Panthers defeated 
Castleton, 6-2, in their home opener. 
The Spartans dropped to 5-11-1.

Singles by Ritch and Schroeder 
gave the Panthers a run in the fi rst, 
and that pair each doubled to add 
another run in the third. An Ashley 
homer made it 3-1 in fourth. 

Evan Keegan scored in the sixth, 
his second run of the game, to make 
it 3-2. After Keegan’s second of three 
hits on the day, Addison Schaab 
singled him home for second RBI. 

Root singled in Malley in the 
bottom of the sixth, and the Panthers 
added two insurance runs in the 
eighth on a Chris Borter RBI double 
and Ritch’s RBI single. 

Alex Rosario (3-1) earned the 
win, striking out three over 5.1 
innings. Gustavson tossed two 
scoreless innings, striking out fi ve, 
and Goldstein struck out the fi nal 
two batters. 

Stephen Coffey took the loss, 
allowing four runs on 10 hits over 
the opening six innings.

TROY, N.Y. — The undefeated 
Middlebury College women’s 
lacrosse team kept rolling in recent 
action, earning two road wins, one 
against a ranked NESCAC rival and 
one against a non-league opponent.

The Panthers (10-0, 5-0 NESCAC) 
host two league foes this weekend, 
Wesleyan at 11 a.m. on Saturday and 
Hamilton at 1 p.m. on Sunday.

On this past Saturday, the Panthers 
took control in the second quarter of 
their key 14-7 win at No. 7 Tufts. 
Middlebury led by 3-2 after one 
period and stretched the lead to 7-4 
at the halftime break. Jane Earley 
scored twice in the fi rst six minutes 
of the second quarter to make it 
5-2, and Grace Getman and Susan 
Rowley added goals before halftime. 

After the break, Hope Shue 
sandwiched two goals around a 
Niki Mormile strike to push the 
lead to 10-4 halfway through the 
third period. Tufts came within 
10-6 at the end of the quarter, but 
the Panther defense clamped down 
— Middlebury has not allowed an 
opponent to score in double digits 
since its opener — and two Anna 
Spehr goals helped nail down the 
win. 

Earley led the Panthers with three 
goals and an assist. Rowley scored 

three times, and Shue, Getman and 
Spehr each fi nished with a pair 
of goals. Erica Barr won seven 
draws for Middlebury, while Shue 
collected four. Annie Enrietto in the 
Panther goal made 10 saves, seven 
after halftime.

For the 6-2 Jumbos, Caroline 
Conaghan led the way with two 
goals and an assist, and goalie Molly 
Laliberty made seven saves for the 
Jumbos.

On Tuesday, the Panthers thumped 
host Union 19-2 after taking a lead 
of 9-0 after one period and reaching 
running time in the second quarter 
on the way to a 12-0 advantage.

The Panthers went deep into their 
bench and had balanced scoring. 
Earley (three goals, assist), Riseberg 
(goal, three assists), Rowley 
(three goals), Mormile (two goals) 
and Maggie Coughlin and Sara 
Ellinghaus (goal, two assists each) 
put up the most points. Erica Barr 
won six draws. 

In goal for Middlebury, Annie 
Enrietto made two saves in 15 
minutes, Allie Battista stopped four 
shots in the second quarter, and 
Gina Driscoll made four saves in 
the second half. Two Union goalies 
combined for nine saves. 

Top-ranked women’s 
lax wins pair of games

Panther nine takes three of four

Dickerson 
(Continued from Page 1B)
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27 Holes of Golf  - 
Just 15 Minutes from Bristol!

Open to the Public.

13460 Rt. 116, 
Hinesburg, VT 05461
(802) 482-3186 
www.cedarknollgolf.com
management@cedarknollgolf.com

Affordable Memberships

Ask about our Wedding 
and Event Spaces!

After your round, relax at...  

MIDDLEBURY — Host Burr 
& Burton defeated the Middlebury 
Union High School girls’ lacrosse 
team, 19-6, on Tuesday in the 
season opener for both teams. 

Ada Weaber led the Tigers 
with two goals, Nora Wootten 
contributed a goal and an assist, 

and McKenna Raymond, Sophie 
Larocque and Hana Doria chipped 
in a goal apiece. Alanna Trudeau 
added an assist. Goalie Megan 
Gemignani stopped six shots.

The Tigers will look to bounce 
back on Friday at Burlington. 

Tiger girls’ lax falls in opener

Pet PHOTO
C O N T E S T

The categories are:

Funny Faces

Best Pals

Action Shot

Couch Potato

Model Shot

Work Companions

Be sure to include a photo, your pet name(s), approximate age(s), and a 
brief description of why your pet is the best. Contest ends May 5, 2022. 

�e Addy Indy sta� will collect entries for each category and then turn it 
over to popular vote on our Facebook page! Winners will be announced 

on May 19 in our special Animal Issue of Arts + Leisure. 

Each category winner will receive a prize!

Be sure to include a photo, your pet name(s), approximate age(s), and a 
brief description of why your pet is the best. Contest ends May 5, 2022. 

�e Addy Indy sta� will collect entries for each category and then turn it 
over to popular vote on our Facebook page! Winners will be announced 

FURRY? FLUFFY? SCALEY? FEATHERY? CUDDLY? WE WANT TO SEE THEM ALL!

Submit your best photo:
Email: contests@addisonindependent.com

Online: addisonindependent.com/contests

Mail or in person: 58 Maple Street, Middlebury

Hurry, enter by May 5!Hurry, enter by

Do you have a pup that’s totally pawesome? A cat who’s purrfectly perfect? A ferret 
that happens to be your BFF (best ferret furever)? A snake that’s sssssuper cool? 

Then it’s your time to shine in the annual Addison Independent

Getting ready to go
     CLOUDY AND COOL weather on Friday afternoon did not stop all the Mount Abraham Union High School teams from preparing for the upcoming spring season, almost all of them outdoors before it 
started raining at around 5 p.m. Above left, the Eagle track & fi eld team loosens up by running on the school’s cinder track. Above right, Carley Cook, the goalie for the Mount Abe-Vergennes cooperative 
girls’ lacrosse team, stops a shot during a warmup session. The team, which goes by Commodores, has been splitting time between the two campuses and will play a couple home games at Mount Abe 
this season.

Independent photos/Steve James

By ELISE TILLINGHAST
On a cold November 2020 day, 

my daughter Lucy and I detected a 
strange fl oral scent in our woods. I 
challenged her to fi nd its source, 
and promised a reward of chocolate 
cake. After some sniffi ng, she led the 
way several feet upslope, stopping 
at a rotting log which bridged the 
air between two 
boulders. 

“Here.” she said.
“Here” was a 

recent urine marking. 
Beneath the log was 
another clue: A pile 
of leaves mixed with 
hair that had been 
sheared with scissor-
like bites. I use a stick to push back 
some of the leaves, revealing the 
shoulder of a deer. 

“Your dad,” I said, “is going to 
lose his mind over this.”

So began our family’s winter 
bobcat cache adventure. Lucy 
and her brother got a chocolate 
cake. And my husband Tig did, 
in fact, go cat-mad, setting up an 
elaborate system of home-brewed 

infrared triggers and no-fl ash digital 
cameras. Through these cameras, 
we spied on the cats over the next 
several months as they visited three 
separately cached deer. In March, 
friends alerted us to a fourth cache, 
this time of a road-killed deer on 
the edge of their property. Tig set up 
cameras there, too, and once again 

we discovered that 
two different bobcats 
were visiting the 
cache together. 

It was a fun, 
fascinating and 
occasionally grisly 
project, which 
prompted many 
questions. How 

could an animal not much bigger 
than a house cat take down hundred-
plus pound deer? And why, despite 
their reputations as solitary animals, 
were bobcats consistently visiting 
these sites in pairs? 

Patrick Tate, a wildlife biologist 
with the New Hampshire Fish and 
Game Department who has studied 
bobcats for many years, said that he 
has never found anything other than 

deer in bobcat caches. Bobcats can 
consume most other prey, such as 
squirrels, in one meal. Caching is 
most common during winter, when 
food is scarce and the cats are more 
willing to risk attacking dangerous 
prey. Female cats, which rarely 
weigh more than 20 pounds, are less 
likely than the larger males to hunt 
deer, which explains why male cats 
have more broken or missing teeth.  

Tate correctly guessed that our 
caches were all on the southern 
side of our hill. In winter, deer often 
congregate on sunnier, south-facing 
slopes, he explained, so bobcats 
focus on that terrain. The cats are 
especially attracted to areas that 
are “messy,” for example, where 
logging or other forest disturbances 
have left stumps, downed trees, and 
other detritus that offer good ambush 
cover. Rocky ledges over deer trails 
are also favored hunting spots. A 
bobcat will wait out of sight, stalk 
and pounce. The struggle can be 
protracted, with high risks on both 
sides as the cat attempts to sink its 
canines into the deer’s throat. Tate 
recalled a kill site where “the deer 
ran 100 feet with the cat riding it, 
before it came down.” After the 
bobcat feeds on the fresh carcass, 
it covers the remains with leaves, 
snow, and other loose material. It 
may also mark the site with urine, 
an act that presumably serves as a 
territorial signal — and that also 
seems at cross-purposes with food 

concealment. 
Male cats often have overlapping 

territories with females, and they will 
sometimes allow females to share 
their kills. In addition to the obvious 
benefi ts of feeding potential mates, 
Tate said, there may be a defensive 
advantage. Coyotes, especially, 
pose a risk as cache raiders, but 
game camera evidence and hunter 
observations suggest that coyotes are 
less likely to challenge a bobcat pair 
than a solitary animal. (Of course, 
nothing prevents the coyotes from 
raiding the site in between bobcats’ 
visits.)

After reviewing Tig’s photos, Tate 
confi rmed that our friends’ cats were 
indeed an adult male and young 
female. I was gratifi ed however 
to learn that our own cats were a 
mother and juvenile kitten, defying 
the gender norm for cache sites. 
Perhaps there was there a male who 
was sharing his caches with a mother 
and kitten, but evading our cameras? 
Or maybe, as I prefer to believe, 
we have an exceptionally skilled 
huntress living in our woods.

We still have many questions, 
and much to learn, about our feline 
neighbors. We didn’t fi nd any caches 

this winter, but we saw many bobcat 
and deer tracks, so we’re holding out 
hope for next year.

Elise Tillinghast is the executive 
director of the Center for Northern 
Woodlands Education and publisher 
of Northern Woodlands magazine. 
The illustration for this column is 
by Adelaide Murphy Tyrol. The 
Outside Story is assigned and edited 
by Northern Woodlands magazine 
and sponsored by the Wellborn 
Ecology Fund of the New Hampshire 
Charitable Foundation: www.nhcf.
org.

Cache as bobcats can — in woods

OPEN TUESDAY-SATURDAY 8AM-2PM
51 OSSIE ROAD    EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT    802-989-7200

Call 802-989-7220
OR email order inquiries
to info@ottereast.com

Please fi nd the full
menu on our website
at OtterEast.com

Find your favorite Otter Creek
Bakery treats, delivered daily.

Visit Otter East
for fresh baked goods!

Outside
Story

The
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Otter Valley Union High SchoolMt. Abraham Union High School

Virgil Chapin
OVUHS

Laura Bonar
MAUHS

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLSSTUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLS

Laura Bonar Virgil Chapin

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics 

802-388-8999
Middlebury

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
388-6054

M-F 7:15-5:30 & Sat. 8-3
countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

We’ve Got You Covered!

Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations to:

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 
• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5

Laura and Virgil
Laura

and Virgil

Laura & Virgil

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT
802-388-3371

Congratulations

Stop by to grab 
your mug!

Laura
and Virgil

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the Week from all area high schools 
will receivea gift certificate from Vermont Book 

Shop and a mug from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!
If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week 

contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Laura and Virgil

Laura Bonar is Mount Abraham Union High School’s Student of the Week. Laura 
lives in Starksboro with her parents, Lisa and John Bonar. Her sister, Hannah, is a 
2018 UVM graduate and her brother, Ryan, is at Castleton University.

Laura has been on the honor roll every year of high school and has achieved 
highest honors these last two years. She’s done so while taking AP Biology and 
AP Language and Composition. Last semester she took Intro to Psychology 
at Community College of  Vermont and liked it so much she is now considering 
pursuing psychology further in college. Laura has played basketball all four years 
at Mt. Abe, and was thrilled to be on this year’s state championship team. She has 
also participated in school musicals, chorus and model U.N.

Laura has participated in GE healthcare community volunteer events throughout 
her life, most recently in 2019 for an assisted living community. She has also done 
volunteer work with Young Life, including participating with the work crew for a 
weekend in Saranac, N.Y., this past fall. She says volunteering is something she 
would like to continue as it brings a lot of enrichment to her life. She has also done 
odd jobs, such as working at a Willowell Foundation theater camp last summer, 
housesitting, dogsitting and babysitting. 

When she is at home, Laura enjoys playing the piano, listening to music and 
drawing. In the summer and fall she loves biking on the bike paths in Burlington and 
Stowe, gardening with her grandma and hiking. During the winter, when she’s not 
playing basketball she enjoys playing in the snow with her dog, Max, and sledding. 
Her favorite thing to do is spend time with her friends and have game nights with 
her family. 

High school has taught her not to take things too seriously. “If you hyperfixate on getting perfect grades then you will miss out 
on the enjoyment of learning new things,” Laura says. She sees high school as a way to explore as many new topics as possible 
in a close environment where everyone is there to support you and she has done her best make the most out of that opportunity. 

Laura plans on taking a gap year, working and volunteering for a while before traveling to Europe. She’s hoping to do some work 
away programs and WWOOFing (World Wide Organic Farming) during that time. After her gap year she plans on attending college. 
Everyone at Mt. Abraham wishes Laura the absolute best with her future. Her contagious smile will certainly be missed in the halls.

Virgil Chapin, the child of Becky and Rusty Chapin of Pittsford, has been 
chosen as Student of the Week at Otter Valley Union High School. Virgil is 
one of four siblings, with two older brothers, Andrew and Keith, and a sister, 
Leah, who is in grade 6. 

VirgiI has made honor roll a total of five times, twice in 7th grade, twice 
in 8th grade, and once in 10th grade, and made principal’s list 4 times in 
8th grade. Junior year found Virgil enrolling at Stafford Technical Center in 
Rutland and finding a niche in the Video Communications program. While 
there, Virgil has made a number of short films. Some are Public Service 
Announcements on distracted driving and addiction. A video Virgil made 
with a classmate received third place in Vermont Business Magazine’s 
Vermont Student Entrepreneur Day in 2021. The video’s focus was a profile 
of how two Rutland businesses, Awesome Graphics and Vermont Sport & 
Fitness Club, have weathered the pandemic.

In her early years at OVUHS, Virgil dabbled in soccer, basketball and 
softball during grades 7 through 9, continued as a member of the softball 
team straight through high school and put aside soccer and basketball in 
favor of cheerleading. 

Virgil has had an unpaid co-op job, assisting with various tasks, at the 
Chaffee Art Center in Rutland since November 2021.

Virgil spends free time drawing and singing, and has gotten very 
interested in karate and film - so much so that she hopes to go on to college and get a bachelor’s degree in film, and 
hopes to direct.

Virgil says high school’s lesson is that it’s important to make friends through the years, even if some of them leave 
your side. “Stick close to the ones that do because it’s always great to have someone you can turn to,” Virgil says. A 
bachelor’s degree in film is Virgil’s next academic goal, followed, hopefully, with opportunities to direct.

Everyone at Otter Valley wishes Virgil good luck, and we’ll keep an eye out for that first feature film!
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Spring break for real people
SIX WOMEN FROM Addison County lounge on the beach in Anna Maria, Fla., last month soaking up the Southern sun while back home 

in Vermont the dregs of winter fought a seemingly endless battle with a tentative spring. These lucky ladies are, from left, Xaveria Atkins, 
Jackie Nienow, Maura Clancy, Patti Crosby, Dawn Daly and Kathy Mackey.

Photo courtesy of Maura Clancy

LINCOLN — Need something 
for the kids to do during school 
vacation? The library will continue 
to offer its Open Art Studio from 
April 18 through April 22. Please 
stop by the library to see the 
different times the studio sessions 
will be offered and to sign up. 
While you’re checking out books 
at the library, make sure to stop in 
the children’s room. This month’s 
display features amazing and 
creative art from the preschoolers. 
Don’t miss it!

Make and Take activity packs 
will also be available at the library. 
This month’s activity packs 
include a creativity challenge and 
bug rings. Stop by the library to get 
yours today.
FROM THE TOWN

The town will be changing to 
a Development Review Board 
(DRB)/Planning Commission (PC) 
model to become effective May 16. 
With this change in board structure, 
the selectboard is notifying the 
community that there are positions 
to be filled on each board and 
seeks individuals interested in 
participating in these important 
municipal roles. Incumbents are 

encouraged to apply.
The PC is a municipal panel 

that is principally responsible 
for drafting the Town Plan and 
the town’s zoning bylaws. They 
may also prepare and present to 
the selectboard building, housing 
and other safety codes, and may 
undertake capacity studies. The 
PC works with Regional Planning 
to create zoning bylaws that then 
inform decisions by the DRB and 
Zoning Administrator (ZA).

If you are a visionary, open 
minded and a long-term thinker 
and planner, this board would be 
a great fit. If you are interested in 
planning into the future for town-
wide projects, this is the board 
for you. The Town of Lincoln 
recently received a planning grant 
for updating the zoning bylaws 
primarily in the village districts 
to accommodate housing that is 
affordable. 

If you are drawn to work on 
updating the regulations through 
this grant and others as available, 
please consider putting your name 
in for appointment to the Planning 
Commission.

The DRB is the quasi-judicial 

MIDDLEBURY — St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
of Middlebury is using money 
earned through its annual Peasant 
Market to offer grants to the 
community.  

The church on the green in 
Middlebury is now accepting grant 
proposals for programs in two 
categories: ones that address the 
needs of children and youth, and 
ones that address food insecurity. 
The grants, which will go to 
501c-3 non-profit organizations, 
can range from $500-$5,000. St. 
Stephen’s officials will consider 
multi-year grants. The deadline 

for submitting grants is May 6. 
For 75 years, the people of St. 

Stephen’s have joined together to 
host the Peasant Market, a huge 
summertime yard sale inside and 
outside the church. Each year, the 
profits from this event are returned 
to the community in the form of 
grants to non-profit organizations.

To get an application, send an 
email to St. Stephen’s Outreach 
Committee using ryannevius@
gmail.com. Include the following 
information:  organization name, 
contact information, non-profit 
status and a brief overview of the 
program.

St. Stephen’s offers 
grants to community

entity responsible for hearing 
all applications for development 
review, including applications 
for subdivisions, variances 
and waivers, conditional use, 
administrative officer appeals, and 
any other reviews authorized by 
the bylaws.

If you are an analytical, open 
minded and investigative person 
who is good at decision making 
based on the established bylaws, 
rules and regulations, this board 
is for you. The DRB is the board 
that has the most interface with 
the community members seeking 
permitting, etc. This board makes 
decisions based on facts and 
findings according to the zoning 
regulations established by the PC 
through due process.

Each board will have five 
members and is required to meet 
on a regular monthly schedule. If 

you are interested in either board, 
please send a letter of interest by 
April 15 to Selectboard Chair Bill 
Finger at admin@lincolnvermont.
org,  drop it off or mail it to the 
town office, or leave it in the secure 
drop box by the door.
SAVE THE DATE

Green Up Day is Saturday, May 7.
CANCELED

The senior meal for the month 
of April has been canceled. The 
meal will resume again on the third 
Thursday in May.
REMINDER

The Easter Egg Hunt is 
happening at the United Church 
of Lincoln on Saturday, April 9 at 
10:00 a.m. 

Until next time … When You 
Feel Like Quitting, Think About 
Why You Started. Old Ways Won’t 
Open New Doors. It Can Only 
Break You If You Let It.

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip? Call Dawn 
Mikkelsen at 453-7029

Get involved at the library, as 
a boardmember or at an event
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Addison County Commission Sales
COMPLETE HERD DISPERSAL!!  

TOP HOLSTEIN HERD
560 HEAD  – CONSISTS OF 450 MILKERS, 110 HEIFERS

WHERE: HATCH FARM VERGENNES VT.
VERMONT FARM, ESTABLISHED IN 1796

WHEN: SATURDAY APRIL 30TH 9:00 AM
SALE NOTE - EXCELLENT HERD! 

DHI – 27,000 LB. HERD AVERAGE
TOP ABS BREEDING – SIRES SUCH AS, JO SUPER, CRUSH, MVP, SILVER, ETC.

FAT: 1010 | PROTEIN: 860 | SEMATIC CELL: 100,000 average
ALL VACCINATIONS UP TO DATE

BARN #1- 9AM SHARP
796 Webster Rd. Vergennes, VT

SELLING 250 HOLSTEIN MILKERS

BARN # 2 - to follow APPROX. 1PM
1787 Jersey St. Vergennes, VT

SELLING 200 MILKERS & DRY COWS, 
110 HEIFERS- YR. OR OLDER

Sale managed by:
ADDISON COUNTY COMMISSION SALES INC.
TG WISNOWSKI & SONS • 802-388-2661 • 802-989-1507

AUCTIONEER: JOHN NOP  
FOOD: LAZY BREEZE FARM BURGER BUGGY

WWW.ACCSCATTLE.COM 

BRISTOL — Mount Abraham 
Union High School has released its 
honor roll for the first semester of the 
2021-2022 academic year. Students 
named to the roll inlcude:
GRADE 9

HABITS OF WORK
Highest Honors: Chase Atkins, 

Lorenzo Atocha, Rosemary 
Behounek, Lauren Cousino, Ryan 
Cross, Nichole Crowe, Whitney 
Dykstra, Nina Giron, Mackenzie 
Griner, Hazel Guillmette, Ruby 
Hellier, Joseph Henley, Regan 
Mayhew, Elizabeth Mikkelsen, 
Louisa Painter, Connor Peck, Alexis 
Perlee, Nola Roberts, Isabella Shea, 
Maya Shea, Hazel Stoddard, Esme 

Visco-Lyons, Allison Wells, Sydney 
Wetmore and Maddison Zeno.

High Honors: Lily Benoit, 
Safoura Camara, Nicholas Fox, 
Jonah Howell, Maya Menzel, 
Abigail Parker, Halle Perkins, 
Megan Porter, Brayden Pudvah and 
Zoie Whitcomb.

Honors: Sophie Batten, Gavin 
Conrad, Ethan Dunbar, Michael 
LaRock, Damian Newell, Elise 
Parker, Namid Ruiz-Warnock, 
William Rule, Samuel Schoendorf 
and Idries Twyman.

ACADEMIC
Highest Honors: Lorenzo Atocha, 

Rosemary Behounek, Lauren 
Cousino, Nichole Crowe, Whitney 

Dykstra, Mackenzie Griner, Hazel 
Guillmette, Louisa Painter, Abigail 
Parker, Nola Roberts, Samuel 
Schoendorf, Hazel Stoddard, Esme 
Visco-Lyons and Allison Wells.

High Honors: Chase Atkins, 
Lily Benoit, Alina Donaldson, Bella 
Hartwell, Ruby Hellier, Regan 
Mayhew, Connor Peck, Halle 
Perkins, Alexis Perlee, Namid Ruiz-
Warnock, Isabella Shea, Maya Shea 
and Sydney Wetmore.

Honors: Sophie Batten, Safoura 
Camara, Ryan Cross, Kayla Friend, 
Nina Giron, Aricin Griffin, Jonah 
Howell, Caitlyn Marcotullio, Maya 
Menzel, Elizabeth Mikkelsen, 
Damian Newell, Jacob Prouty, Idries 

Twyman and Maddison Zeno.
GRADE 10

HABITS OF WORK
Highest Honors: Natalie Atkins, 

Abel Atocha, Emmett Block, 
Desmond Carrico, Emilia Colo, 
Carley Cook, Joseph Darling, AJ 
Donlon, Ann Marie Dufault, Walker 
Forand, Hannah Gallivan, Nell 
Harvey, Samuel Mangini, Luke 
Mayer, Grace Orvis, Noah Sabourin, 
Ellison Thomas and  Joanna Toy.

High Honors: Quinn Boglioli, 
Eliza Doucet, Helen Engvall, Mason 
Frazier, Ian Funke, Ethan Gargano, 
Piper Guillmette, Judah Jackson, 
Alexis Keith, Helen Kihm, Benjamin 

VERMONT — One outstanding 
dairy farm in Vermont will be 
recognized this year for its overall 
excellence in dairying, including 
its quality milk production, sound 
management practices, land 
stewardship and strong commitment 
to the dairy industry.

The Vermont Dairy Farm of the 
Year award has been presented 
annually since 1961 by University of 
Vermont (UVM) Extension and the 
Vermont Dairy Industry Association 
in cooperation with the New England 
Green Pastures Program. The 
winner, which will be announced 
in early summer, is selected by a 
judging committee of past award 
recipients from nominations by 
agricultural organizations, dairy co-
ops, agribusinesses, farmers and the 
general public.

April 30 is the deadline to 
submit a nomination for this year’s 
award. Farms that were nominated 
previously, but did not win, may be 
nominated again.

To submit a nomination or learn 
about the program and previous 
winners, including the McGarry 
Dairy in West Berkshire, the 2021 
recipient, go to http://go.uvm.
edu/vdfya. To ask questions or 
request a nomination form by mail, 
contact Peggy Manahan at peggy.
manahan@uvm.edu or (800) 639-
2130.

The winning farm will be 
honored in September at an 
awards banquet at Eastern States 
Exposition in West Springfield, 
Mass., and at the 2023 Vermont 
Farm Show in Essex Junction. It 
also will be featured on “Across 
the Fence,” UVM Extension’s 
daily farm, home and community 
show airing on WCAX-TV.

In addition to the McGarry 
Dairy, other recent recipients 
were Sunderland Farm, a sixth-
generation dairy farm in Bridport 
(2020), and Wonder Why Farm, a 
certified organic dairy operation in 
Cabot (2019).

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
Union High School has released its 
honor roll for the second quarter of 
the 2021-2022 school year. Students 
named to the roll include:
GRADE 9

High Honors: Eva Andrews, 
Sarah Benz, Sara Kent, Elizabeth 
McIntosh, Margaret Orten, Ava 
Schneider, Ethan Spritzer, Penelope 
Stein, Nolan Wilson and Ronan 
Young.

Honors: Matthew Berg, Joseph 
Bergevin, Sophia Boise, Callan 
Boulanger, Keil Broderson, 
Kassidy Brown, Tanner Burns, Elsa 
Burrows, Meredith Cameron, Avery 
Carl, Aaron Carr-Perlow, Clara 
Chant, Peter Chiles, Quinn Collins, 
Lila Cook Yoder, Lily Dame, India 
Danyow, George Devlin, Jillian 
Dragon, Addison Dunakin, Piper 
Farnsworth, Independence Fetterolf, 
Lucas Flinner, Gedeleine Franklin, 
Aven Frankovic, Avery Hamilton, 
Ruby Harrison-Irwin, Zackery Ho, 
Beatrice Hooper, Meredith Horne, 
Juliette Hunsdorfer and Jazmyn 
Hurley.

Also Georgie Kiel, Ella Kozak, 
Sophia Lawton, Carmyn Litchfield-
Farrar, Tassilo Luksch, Aislynne 
McGill, Jake Mitchell, Emma 
Morrissey, Jackson Murray, Baker 
Nelson, Marguerite Noble, Haakon 
Olsen, GeorgiaPeach Parmelee-
Varkoutas, Cecilia Poduschnick, 
Cooper Quinn, Mckenna Raymond, 
Addison Schnoor, Ian Sinclair, 
Pelagia Slater, Alex Sperry, Rhys 
Thomas, Jackson Trump, Ada 
Weaber and Erin Whipple.

Honorable Mention: Dylan 
Kolesnik, Aiden Pellerin, Gabriel 
Schmitt.
GRADE 10

High Honors: Hope Bellinger, 
Maura Connelly, Emma Deering, 
Tobias Draper, Simone Duquette-
Hoffman, Milo Rees, Zuri Voorhees, 
Harper Werme and Henry Weston.

Honors: Iver Anderson, Asa 
Baker-Rouse, Kellan Bartlett, 
Emersyn Brookman, Caleb 
Burrows, Audrey Carpenter, Noah 
Doherty-Konczal,  Edward Fallis, 
Lily Finn, Walter Hardy-Mittell, 
Baxter Harrington, Eliot Heminway, 
August Hodde, Morgan Jenne, Zach 
Jette, Jacob Kemp, Harley Leno, 
Sophie Mason, Connor McNamara, 
Elliot Monk, Aidan Nelson, 
Caroline Nicolai, Carter Paquette, 
Beatrice Porter, Amelia Quesnel, 
Sienna Rubright, Sara Sansone, 
Silas Taylor, Shyanne Wedge, Dinah 
Whitmarsh and Isabella Wilbur.

Honorable Mention: Addison 

Copeland, Jolee Heffernan, Aiden 
LaDuke, Brian Newton, Joyce Ross 
and Cole Warren.
GRADE 11

High Honors: Kelsey Altemose, 
Narges Anzali, Melody Berenbaum, 
Helen Brayton, Arianna Graham-
Gurland, Dahlia Harrison-Irwin, 
Ainsleigh Johnson, Lily Lapiner, 
Genevieve Mott, Lia Robinson, 
Vivian Ross and Nora Wootten.

Honors: Declan Anderson, 
Willem Berry, Kagen Besser-Jones, 
Federico Beverari, Camila Blanco, 
Trey Bosworth, Aidan Chance, 
India Choudhury, Nyna Cole, Mary 
Conklin, Madison Cram, Elisabeth 
Crawford, Maddie Crowne, Seina 
Dowgiewicz, Alysa Farley, Megan 
Gemignani, Amanda Gomes, Elise 
Heppell, Paige Hescock, Henry 
Hunsdorfer, Owen Lawton, Eli 
Marks, Natalia Mendez Capelan, 
Alexis Nichols, James Riney, 
Georgia Robertson, Eliot Schneider, 
Trevor Schnoor, Benjamin Seaton, 

Ronen Silberman, Abigail Stafford, 
Lewis Suchomel, Makayla Swan, 
Mason Tracy, Jack Trudeau, 
Toby Wells-Spackman, Fynnian 
Whitlock and Zachary Wilkerson.

Honorable Mention: Oliver 
Anderson, Scarlet Carrara, Layne 
Chant, Brianna Cram, Tayden 
deMeurers, Wu Dong, Diana 
Herasim, Aslan Peters, Cadyn 
Pitner, Jade Roark, Stella Scalia, 
Bronson Schoelzel, Vanessa 
Sunderland and Abigael Tufts.
GRADE 12

High Honors: Megan Balparda, 
Julia Bartlett, Caroline Browdy, 
Zachariah Burrows, Ainsley Busby, 
Talia Cotroneo, Ivy Doran, Colin 
Foster, Viviana Hammond, Anya 
Hardy-Mittell, Amanda Kearns, 
Sophie Larocque, Alexander 
Larrow, Zoe Noble, Astrid Olsen, 
Fairley Olson, Holly Staats, 
Katherine Whipple, Gregory 
Wilhelm and Thomas Wolosinski.

Honors: Taylor Bakerian, Noah 

Berg, Cassie Bettis, Alexandra 
Bonavita, Ira Carling, Henry 
Carpenter, Adrienne Carr, Olivia 
Corbett, Ashauntia Couture, 
Meredith Davignon, Quinn 
Davignon, Jocelyn Deering, 
Zora Duquette-Hoffman, Reese 
Fitzgerald, Saskia Gori-Montanelli, 
Owen Hamilton, Edwin Hodde, 
Nora Hyde, Oni Krizo, Elisabeth 
Landis, Cooper Laroche, Camille 
Maglienti, Jordan Martin, Olivia 
McCray, Alexander Meyers, Clare 
Molineaux, Ben Munkres, Elizabeth 
Paige, Joseph Pellerin, Brianna Pike, 
Jared Rancour, Abigail Sunderland, 
Alanna Trudeau, Hannah Turner, 
Grace Vining, Samuel Warren, 
Emma Welch and Alexa Whelan.

Honorable Mention: Thomas 
Ash, Taylor Betourney, Skylar 
Broughton, Matthew Kiernan, 
Robert Kite, Nikolai Luksch, Karen 
Meyer, Michael Plouffe, Asher 
Stokes, Henry Swan and Kaya 
Wright.

Nominate an outstanding 
Vt. dairy farm by April 30

Mount Abraham recognizes honor students

Middlebury Union High School honors students
(See MAUHS Honors, Page 6B)

ADDISON COUNTY — 
WomenSafe is offering supporters 
the chance to purchase its 2022 
Mother’s Day card as part of its 
annual artist series and fundraiser. 
“Queen Mother,” a beautiful 
image created by Brandon artist 
Will Kasso Condry, was chosen 
for the card. 

Will Kasso Condry is a 
renowned visual artist and 
educator who works across a 
variety of media and artistic styles. 
His works are characterized by 
their Afro-futuristic aesthetic, 
intricate layers and explosions 
of color. Condry is co-founder 
of Juniper Creative Arts, a Black 
and Dominican family collective 
with a mission-driven practice of 
creating art at the intersection of 
spirituality, identity, community, 
healing and justice through 
ancestral practices and the lens 
of Hip-Hop culture. 

This year’s art, “Queen 
Mother,” represents the origin 
of humankind. Pictured is a 
celestial being born of light and 
magic. She is the embodiment of 

the cosmos and is the source of 
creation. “Queen Mother” was 
featured in the 2019 “I Am...” 
Exhibition at the Vermont Arts 
Council Spotlight Gallery in 
Montpelier and in the 2021 
“Exploring Earth” exhibition 
at Spruce Peak Arts Center in 
Stowe. 

Those who donate to 
WomenSafe during the 
organization’s Mother’s Day 
fundraiser, get a twofold gift: 
honoring the caring figures in 
their own lives, and supporting 
survivors in our community. 
WomenSafe will acknowledge 
the gift by sending honoree(s) 
this heartfelt card. There are a 
few ways to participate:

• Mail a donation to 
WomenSafe at P.O. Box 67, 
Middlebury, VT 05753, along 
with your information and the 
names(s) and address(es) of your 
chosen honoree(s).

• Visit WomenSafe’s website 
at womensafe.net/mothers-day-
card-form to fill out the webform 
and submit your donation online.

THE AFRO-FUTURISTIC PAINTING “Queen Mother” by Will Kasso 
Condry will appear on Mother’s Day cards available as a fundraiser 
from WomenSafe.

WomenSafe cards for 
Mother’s Day feature local 
artist’s ‘Queen Mother’

be
seen

advertise with us.

802.388.4944

be
seen

advertise with us.

802.388.4944



PAGE 6B — Addison Independent, Thursday, April 7, 2022

Wednesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm
APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

FACE MASKS REQUIRED.
(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located in 

Frank Mahady Courthouse is available 
to accept passport applications and 

provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

TOWN OF BRANDON, VERMONT
WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY UPGRADE

CONTRACT NO.1
Aldrich + Elliott, PC Project No. 19051

BID INFORMATION
April 1, 2022
Project Name:  Town of Brandon, Wastewater Treatment Facility Upgrade, Contract No. 1
Bid Advertisement: Friday, April 1, 2022, Vermont Bid System
View Rooms: Town of Brandon, Brandon Town Office, 49 Center St, Brandon, VT 05733
 Aldrich + Elliott, PC, 6 Market Place, Suite 2, Essex Jct. VT 05452
 http://aeengineers.com/current-bid-documents/
Pre-Bid Meeting: Thursday, April 14, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. at the Brandon Wastewater Treatment Facility, 500 Union St, 

Brandon, VT 05733
Bid Opening: Thursday, May 5, 2022, @ 1:00 p.m.
 Remotely, with bids sent electronically to all of the following: jbooth@aeengineers.com
 rwinter@aeengineers.com datherton@townofbrandon.com jonathan.harries@usda.gov 
Plan Purchase:  Purchase:  $500.00 per hard copy set (non-refundable), $275.00 per PDF set (non-refundable), and 

$550 per combination of both hard copy and PDF set (non-refundable) from Blueprints Etc., of South 
Burlington, VT. Checks must be payable to Blueprints Etc. (Shipping/tax is not included) 

 Phone: (802) 865-4503
Project Summary: 
Base Bid: The Wastewater Treatment Facility Upgrade consists of the following:

• Installation of a new mechanically cleaned fine screen, including construction of an addition on the 
existing Secondary Control Building.

• Replacement of three existing influent pumps. Refurbishment of the existing grit removal system. 
Replacement of one existing oxidation ditch rotor and drive.

• Refurbishment of two existing secondary clarifiers and construction of one new secondary clarifier to 
include construction of a new flow distribution box, sludge pumping vault, and sitework necessary to 
connect the new secondary clarifier to the existing yard piping.

• Construction of approximately 40 linear feet of new effluent line connecting the secondary clarifiers to 
the existing chlorine contact tank, improvements to the chlorination/dechlorination building, general site 
repairs/refurbishments, installation of new electric service to the facility and conversion from 230 V to 
460 V power for select process equipment.

Engineers Estimate: $4,700,000 with Add Alternates.
A+E Construction Project Manager:  Jason Booth, P.E.
A+E Design Project Manager: Wayne Elliott, P.E.

BRISTOL 
STOR-MOR

Dana Johnson
9562 Main Rd 
Huntington, VT

Unit # 22B
10’ x 20’

Household items
Minimum bid required

Sale date: April 9, 9 a.m.

GAGE CEMETERY 
ASSOCIATION

Annual Meeting
Thurs. April 14, 2022 at 7:00 P.M.

Ferrisburgh Town Offices (Upstairs)
3279 Route 7

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★
TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD MEETING

ROOM 116 – LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM
TOWN OFFICES – 77 MAIN STREET
TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 2022 - 7:00 P.M.

 
Also available via Zoom:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83372743615
By Phone: +1 646-558-8656 (not toll-free)

Webinar ID: 833 7274 3615
 

For those wishing to watch but not participate:
Selectboard meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont
and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071

AGENDA
7:00 1. **Call to Order
 2. *Approval of Agenda 
 3. *Approval of Consent Agenda
  3.a. Approval of Minutes of the March 22, 2022 Regular   
   Selectboard Meeting
  3.b. Acceptance of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting Minutes
  3.c. Approval of Middlebury College’s annual request for a “blanket  
   approval” for serving alcohol at catered events at Middlebury  
   College from May 1, 2022 through April 30, 2023
  3.d. Appointment of Delegate and Alternate(s) to the Maple   
   Broadband Governing Board
  3.e. Town Manager’s Report
   - Project Kick-Off Meeting for the Scoping Study of Middlebury  
   Pedestrian Connectivity between Boardman Street and   
   Hannaford Plaza
   - Court Square/Washington Street Project Update
   - Notice of Halladay Road Solar Project Application for   
	 	 	 Certificate	of	Public	Good
7:05 4. *Citizen Comments [Opportunity to raise or address issues not   
  otherwise included on this agenda]
7:10 5.  *Nominations to Appointed Boards, Committees, Commissions &  
	 	 Official	Positions
7:20 6. *Appointment(s) to the Vermont Agency of Transportation’s   
  Technical Advisory Committee for the Middlebury Airport
7:30 7. *Approval of the Annual Financial Plan for Town Highways and   
  Town Road Standards       
7:35 8. *Approval of the Town’s consent to the merger between the   
  Addison Partnership and the Smith Partnership with the Addison   
  Partnership being the surviving partnership (if available)
 7:40 9. *Consider electing to take the Standard Allowance approach for the  
	 	 Town’s	ARPA	award,	as	specified	under	the	U.S.	Treasury’s		 	
  Coronavirus State & Local Fiscal Recovery Funds Final Rule
7:50 10. *Appointments to Selectboard Subcommittee Appointments &   
  Board Representatives
 11. **Planning for and Scheduling of the Board’s Annual Retreat(s)
 12. *New England Quality Services, Inc., Request for Renewal of   
  Salvage Yard Permit
	 13.	*Approval	of	Purchase	Order	for	Upfitting	New	Police	Cruiser
 8:05 14. *Approval of Check Warrants
 15. **Board Member Concerns
 16. *Executive Session – Real Estate & Contracts – If Needed
 17. **Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session
 8:15 18. *Adjourn
 
 * Decision Item   ** Possible Decision

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 3/31 & 4/4, 2022
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Champlainside 1525 1.16 1769.00
Kayhart Bros. 1095 1.10 1204.50
Gosliga Farm 1940 1.00 1940.00
Vorsteveld Farm 1720 .99 1702.80
Wilcon Farm 1530 .98 1499.40
J. Fifield 1740 .95 1653.00
Nop Bros. & Sons 1645 .95 1562.75
Blue Spruce Farm 1640 .95 1558.00
                        COST 
CALVES LBS. /LB $
H. Sunderland 87 3.00 261.00
M. Clark 94 2.90 272.60
Woodnotch 82 2.50 205.00
Barnes Bros. 102 1.975 201.45
Duboise Bros. Farm 109 1.95 212.55
Total # Beef: 174 Total # Calves: 197
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661

Auctions    
  

Public 
Notices 

Index
Public Notices for the  

following can be found in this  
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  
on Page 6B, 7B and 8B.

VERMONT PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that the Vermont Public Utility Commission will hold a 
PUBLIC HEARING regarding its investigation into the request of Vermont Gas 
Systems, Inc. (“VGS”) for an overall 3.7% increase in its rates (consisting of an 
increase in non-gas rates of 6.18%, reduction in natural gas charges of 0.3% and 
return to customers of $3.5 million from the SERF, for an overall rate increase of 
3.7%) (PUC Case No. 22-0480-TF).

The hearing will be held on Tuesday, April 12, 2022, commencing at 7:00 P.M., 
utilizing Go To Meeting video conference with a telephone call-in option. The Public 
Hearing will commence immediately following the public information session, but no 
earlier than 7:00 P.M. A public information session will begin at 6:45 P.M. hosted by 
the Vermont Department of Public Service where Vermont Gas Systems, Inc. will 
describe the change in rates and be able to answer questions.

Participants and members of the public may access the public hearing online 
at https://meet.goto.com/225572005 or call in by telephone using the following 
information: phone number: +1 (571) 317-3116; access code: 225-572-005. 
Participants may wish to download the GoToMeeting software application in 
advance of the hearing at https://meet.goto.com/install. Guidance on how to join the 
meeting and system requirements may be found at https://www.gotomeeting.com/
meeting/online-meeting-support.  

Addison (1)

Addison Central School District 
(1)

Addison County Courthouse (1)

Brandon (1)

Bridport (2)

Bristol Stor Mor (1)

Gage Cemetery Association (1)

Middlebury (2)

New Haven (1)

Otter Creek Watershed (2)

Slate Valley Unified Union School 
District (2)

State of Vermont (1)

Vergennes (1)

Vermont Agency of 
Transportation (1)

Vermont Public Utility 
Commission (1)

Waltham (1)
MacDonald, Emma Reen, Hailey 
Roberts and Kalin Tingiris-Shean.

Honors: Jack Breault, Dakota 
Catella, Gabriella Currier, Emma 
Derringer, Emma Doucet, Isabelle 
Gallivan, Gweneth Gero, Sarah 
Heath, Carsyn Jennings, Andrew 
Nolan, Jude Smith, Julia Sonneborn, 
Siena Stanley, Anna Stilwell, Ashka 
Violi and Josephine Wagers.

ACADEMIC
Highest Honors: Abel Atocha, 

Emmett Block, Emilia Colo, Joseph 
Darling, AJ Donlon, Eliza Doucet, 
Emma Doucet, Ann Marie Dufault, 
Samuel Mangini, Luke Mayer, Kalin 
Tingiris-Shean and Joanna Toy.

High Honors: Natalie Atkins, 
Desmond Carrico, Helen Engvall, 
Walker Forand, Mason Frazier, Ian 
Funke, Hannah Gallivan, Isabelle 

Gallivan, Piper Guillmette, Nell 
Harvey, Grace Orvis and Noah 
Sabourin.

Honors: Quinn Boglioli, Jack 
Breault, Carley Cook, Ethan 
Gargano, Alexis Keith, Benjamin 
MacDonald, Andrew Nolan, Emma 
Reen, Siena Stanley, Anna Stilwell 
and Ellison Thomas.
GRADE 11

HABITS OF WORK
Highest Honors: Natalie Adams, 

Sadie Alderman, Lauren Audy, 
Gavin Bannister, Olivia Campbell, 
Sean Davison, Graycen Elkins, 
Maia Jensen, Owen Kelliher, Noah 
Kirshenbaum, Jake Lucarelli, 
Addison Mayhew, Eve McCormick, 
Francesca Nudo, Brenden Oxford, 
Lucy Parker, Eliza Preston, Lily 
Roberts, Vivian Siegfried, Samuel 
Tropp and Payton Vincent.

High Honors: Sydney Adkins, 
Jenesis Artis, Keleigh Boise, Preston 
Connel, Isabella Currier, Trinity 
Gonyo, Jordan Hall, Gabrielle 
LaFreniere, Dakota Larocque, Elias 
Logan, Ryan Marcotullio, Kenneth 
Moran, Angelita Pena, Breanne 
Preston and Isabella Robideau.

Honors: Lucas Allen, Emily 
Cousino, Chance Denecker, Jason 
Doyle, Madison Gile, Briggette 
Giron, Cassandra Guillemette, 
Maisy Hill, Abbie Landon, Andrew 
Lester, Patricia McNerney, Kasandra 
Otero and Tristan Pudvah.

ACADEMIC
Highest Honors: Natalie 

Adams, Sadie Alderman, Gavin 
Bannister, Morgan Barnes, Olivia 
Campbell, Sean Davison, Graycie 
Elkins, Cassandra Guillemette, 
Maia Jensen, Owen Kelliher, Noah 
Kirshenbaum, Jake Lucarelli, Ryan 
Marcotullio, Addison Mayhew, 
Patricia McNerney, Francesca Nudo, 
Brenden Oxford, Lucy Parker, 
Angelita Pena, Vivian Siegfried and  
Samuel Tropp.

High Honors: Preston Connel, 
Jordan Hall, Aidan Harris, Abbie 
Landon, Dakota Larocque, 
Andrew Lester, Elias Logan, Eve 
McCormick, Breanne Preston, Eliza 
Preston, Lily Roberts, Caleb Russell, 
Joshua Sherman, Abigail Sturtevant 
and Payton Vincent.

Honors: Sydney Adkins, Lucas 
Allen, Jason Doyle, Madison Gile, 
Trinity Gonyo, Gabrielle LaFreniere, 
Kenneth Moran, Tristan Pudvah, 
Isabella Robideau and Sawyer 
Shepard.
GRADE 12

HABITS OF WORK
Highest Honors: Caleb Atkins, 

Willa Boglioli, Justin Bolduc, Laura 
Bonar, Harrison Bruhl, Tyler Chasse, 
Kamryn Clodgo, Illia Dennison, Jack 
Eickenberg, Ryann Estey, Annika 
Funke, Isabelle Gilley, Neil Guy, 
Abigail Johnson, Molly Laurent, 
Jessica Nault, Tristan Parker, Abigail 
Reen, Carly Rougier, Creed Stilwell, 
Jesse Thomsen, Sophie Venman, 
Riley Wells and Alyssa Whitcomb.

High Honors: Eliza Bent, Isabella 
Bluteau, Beau Carpenter and Rachel 
Gracie.

Honors: Bill Breault, Elena 
Bronson, Natalie Chase, Tanner 
Harris, Gavin Kouwenhoven, Myia 
LaFreniere, Carter Monks, Jebediah 
Orvis, Lucas Phillips, Kelsey 
Roscoe, Ethan Sonneborn, Ryan 
Stoddard and Gwendalyn Zeno.

ACADEMIC
Highest Honors: Caleb Atkins, 

Willa Boglioli, Justin Bolduc, 
Laura Bonar, Tyler Chasse, Kamryn 
Clodgo, Jack Eickenberg, Ryann 
Estey, Isabelle Gilley, Rachel 
Gracie, Neil Guy, Tanner Harris, 
Abigail Johnson, Molly Laurent, 
Carter Monks, Jessica Nault, 
Abigail Reen, Carly Rougier, Ryan 
Stoddard, Ethan Thompson, Jesse 
Thomsen, Sophie Venman and 
Riley Wells.

High Honors: Isabella Bluteau, 
Elena Bronson, Illia Dennison, 
Ava Doherty-Konczal, Noah 
Engvall, Annika Funke, Gavin 
Kouwenhoven, Tristan Parker, Ethan 
Sonneborn, Creed Stilwell, Camila 
Willsey and Alexander Yaggy.

Honors: Hugh Ball, Eliza Bent, 
Isaac Clifford, Henry Cogswell, 
Carmelo Miceli, Isabella Powell, 
Morgan Stetson and Alyssa 
Whitcomb.

MAUHS Honors
(Continued from Page 5B)

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police recovered street signs 
on April 1 that police said had 
been stolen by some Middlebury 
College students. Police informed 
college officials of the incident.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• On March 28, arrested Roger 
Towle Jr. of Bridport on an 
outstanding warrant issued by 
the Merrimack County (N.H.) 
Sheriff’s Office. Police said 
Towle was located on Exchange 
Street.

• Investigated a payroll-related 
fraud case at a Main Street 
business on March 28.

• Returned a loose dog to its 
local owner on March 28.

• Checked into a report of a 
manure spill allegedly causing 
a hazard at the intersection of 
Halpin and Painter roads on 
March 29.

• Received a report about a 
homeless person sleeping on a 
South Pleasant Street resident’s 
property on March 29.

• Received a report that 
someone had tried to break into a 
storage building off South Street 
on March 30.

• Were informed of the alleged 
theft of a cell phone case from a 

Main Street location on March 
30.

• Investigated a fraud complaint 
related to a local person’s bank 
account March 30.

• Heard from a local student 
on March 30 who alleged having 
been assaulted the previous 
night at a location outside of 
Middlebury. Police referred the 
case to Vermont State Police.

• Investigated a trespassing 
complaint at a downtown 
business on March 31.

• Received a report about loose 
horses on Case Street on March 
31.

• Investigated a report of a man 
allegedly yelling obscenities to 
people walking on Main Street 
during the morning of March 31.

• Investigated a reckless driving 
complaint on Charles Avenue on 
March 31.

• Checked out a noise complaint 
related to a tractor-trailer idling 
off Seymour Street at 11:50 p.m. 
on April 1.

• Investigated a report of a 

stalker in the Buttolph Drive area 
on April 1.

• Responded to a report of 
cows loose at the intersection of 
Quarry Road and Rolling Acres 
on April 1.

• Served a no-trespass order on 
April 1 on a person for a South 
Pleasant Street address.

• Told some partygoers to clear 
the intersection of Route 7 and 
Middle Road at around midnight 
on April 2.

• Gave an intoxicated woman 
a ride to the Charter House 
Emergency Shelter on April 2.

• Searched in vain for a local 
person who had failed to show up 
for work on April 2.

• Assisted Middlebury Regional 
EMS with a drunken man in the 
North Pleasant Street area on 
April 2.

• Responded to a family 
fight between a mother and her 
child in the North Forty Lane 
neighborhood on April 2.

• Helped a local person believed 
to have been victimized by an 
identity theft scam on April 2.

• Were contacted by a North 
Pleasant Street resident who 
alleged there was a naked man 
outside of his apartment who was 
touching himself at around 8 p.m. 

on April 3.
• Disposed of a syringe found 

on the ground off North Pleasant 
Street on April 3.

• Assisted a local person who 
felt threatened by a Court Street 
neighbor on April 3.

• Responded to a report of an 
unwanted man at a Court Street 
apartment on April 3. Police said 
the man left upon their arrival.

• Responded to a disorderly 
conduct complaint at Porter 
Hospital on April 3.

• Responded to a family 
argument in the North Forty Lane 
neighborhood on April 3.

• Received a report about a man 
“acting out” and throwing rocks 
at cars in the Washington Street 
area on April 3.

• Received a report about a 
patient “acting out” at Porter 
Hospital on April 3.

• Investigated a noise complaint 
at a Court Street residence on 
April 3.

• Received a report of a loud 
party at a Main Street apartment 
at around 1 a.m. on April 3. 
Police said they quieted the party.

• Told a person to return the 
road cone that he admitted having 
taken from the downtown area on 
April 3.

Street signs recovered from students

Police Log
Middlebury

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENT
TO APPLY MOSQUITO LARVICIDES

On or after April 15th, 2022 the Otter Creek Watershed (OCW, formerly known 
as the BLSG) Insect Control District will be applying ground and possibly aerial 
treatments of mosquito larvicides on surface waters in the towns of Brandon, 
Leicester, Salisbury, Goshen, Pittsford, and Proctor to control mosquito larva 
populations.  Those treatments will use Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis (BTi), 
Bacillus Sphaericus (BS), and Spinosad, which are bacterial larvicides.  Ground 
applications of Cocobear (mineral oil) and Methoprene may also be used in 
selected wet areas to target mosquito pupae and prevent adult emergence.

Exclusion requests need to be renewed annually.  Please send a written 
request to the address or email address below.

Further information about larviciding activities in the OCW Insect Control 
District or about exclusion requests can be obtained from:

Otter Creek Watershed Insect Control District 
P.O. Box 188. Brandon, VT 05733 

(802) 247-6779   |   ocwicd@gmail.com   |   https://ocwicd.com
The Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets oversees the 

permitting of mosquito larviciding activities and can be reached at (802) 828-
1319.  More information is available at: http://agriculture.vermont.gov/plant_
pest/mosquitoes_ticks/mosquitoes



Addison Independent, Thursday, April 7, 2022 — PAGE 7B

TOWN OF NEW HAVEN, VT
NEW HAVEN SELECTBOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The New Haven Selectboard is required to hold a public hearing pursuant 
to 24 VSA §2252 on the application of GHR Enterprises, LLC, is requesting 
approval of the “certificate of approved location for a salvage yard” for their 
salvage yard, located at 7531 Ethan Allen Highway. The hearing will be held 
at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, April 19, 2022, at the New Haven Town Office. At that 
time the Selectboard will hear from the applicant, and other interested persons 
regarding the certificate of approval pursuant to VT Law.

Pam Kingman, Selectboard Assistant
Dated: March 31, 2022

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT      

PROBATE DIVISION
ADDISON UNIT

DOCKET NO.: 22-PR-01642
IN RE ESTATE OF:

SALLY LEVY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the creditors of Sally Levy, late of 

Middlebury, Vermont.
I have been appointed to administer 

this estate.  All creditors having 
claims against the decedent or the 
estate must present their claims in 
writing within four (4) months of the 
first publication of this notice.  The 
claim must be presented to me at 
the address listed below with a copy 
sent to the Court.  The claim may be 
barred forever if it is not presented 
within the four (4) month period.

Dated: 02/22/22
Sean Houghton

Community Bank, National 
Association

28 Cottonwood Drive
Willison, Vermont 05495

Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 04/07/22
Address of Probate Court:
Vermont Superior Court 
Probate Division - Addison Unit
7 Mahady Court, Middlebury, VT 05753

TOWN OF BRIDPORT
BRIDPORT, VERMONT

RATTLIN BRIDGE ROAD CULVERT REPLACEMENT
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids for the construction of the Town of Bridport – Rattlin Bridge 
Road Culvert Replacement will be received by U.S. Mail OR by hand delivery 
on the day of the bid opening at the Bridport Town Hall, 82 Crown Point Rd, 
Bridport, VT 05734, until 11:00 am local time on Friday, May 6, 2022. Bids 
received will be “publicly” opened and read. Bidders providing bids by mail 
shall allow for delivery time. The Project consists of replacing two, eight-foot 
diameter metal culverts with a 36-foot wide by 15-foot 4-inch high by 
90-foot-long precast concrete arch culvert with precast wingwalls with 12-
feet± of overburden.

Bids will be received for a single prime Contract. Bids shall be on a lump sum 
and unit price basis, as indicated in the Bid Schedule.

The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is: Otter Creek Engineering, Inc., 
P.O. Box 712, 404 East Main St., Middlebury, VT, (802) 382-8522. Prospective 
Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents at the Issuing Office on Mondays 
through Fridays between the hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and may obtain copies of 
the Bidding Documents from the Issuing Office as described below.

Printed copies of the Bidding Documents may be obtained from the Issuing 
Office, during the hours indicated above, upon payment of $150.00 for each set. 
Checks for Bidding Documents shall be payable to “Otter Creek Engineering, 
Inc.” mailing address: P.O. Box 712, East Middlebury, VT 05740. Upon 
request and receipt of the document payment indicated above, the Issuing Office 
will transmit the Bidding Documents. The date that the Bidding Documents are 
transmitted by the Issuing Office will be considered the Bidder’s date of receipt of 
the Bidding Documents. Partial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available 
from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be responsible for 
full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda if any, obtained 
from sources other than the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be 
responsible for issuing Addenda if any, to parties obtaining Bidding Documents 
from sources other than the Issuing Office.

Electronic copies of Bidding Drawings and Documents are available 
upon request to all parties recorded as having officially received the Bidding 
Documents from the Issuing Office, as portable document format (PDF) files, 
via e-mail.

A pre-bid conference will be held at 1:00 pm local time on Wednesday, April 
13, 2022 at the Bridport Town Hall at the address listed above. Attendance at the 
pre-bid conference is highly encouraged but is not mandatory.

Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.
Owner: Town of Bridport
By: Tim Howlett
Title: Selectboard Chair
Date: 03/25/2022

The Town of Addison and the City of Vergennes 
PUBLIC NOTICE - 2022 HERBICIDE SPRAYING

The above-mentioned municipalities have requested from the Secretary of the 
Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets a permit to apply the following herbicides: 
Garlon 4 ultra (Triclopyr), Oust Extra (Sulfometuron) and Rodeo (Glyphosate) to 
control unwanted vegetation along town and city-owned highways. 

Selective spray operations will start approximately May 20th. The applications 
will be made by certified pesticide applicators using mechanically controlled 
equipment and hand control methods. Residents along the right-of way are 
encouraged to protect sensitive environmental areas, organic farmland, and 
water supplies from spray. It is the resident’s responsibility to notify the town 
of the existence of these situations adjacent to the town right-of-way. Citizens 
wishing to inform the town are urged to contact the contact person for their town 
or city as follows: 

Addison- Bryan Nolan 802-759-2570. 
Vergennes- Matt Crowley 802-877-3585.
The appropriate place to contact with comments, other than the town is the 

Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, Agriculture Resource Management and 
Environmental Stewardship, 116 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05602, Telephone 
802-828-2431. The web page that describes the town’s spray permit request can 
be found at www.VermontAgriculture.com.

PROPOSED STATE RULES
By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in 

newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a chance 
to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative rules are now 
also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules/ . The law requires 
an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested to do so in 
writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special needs 
please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible. 

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain copies 
of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed rule(s), please call 
or write the contact person listed below. You may also submit comments in writing 
to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, State House, Montpelier, 
Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).

Rule 8.00 Cable Television.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 22P005
AGENCY: Public Utility Commission
CONCISE SUMMARY: The proposed rule will standardize the format of the 
construction cost estimates that cable operators provide to customers for 
cable line extensions. The rule also amends the timeframes within which cable 
operators are required to provide such construction cost estimates.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Jake Marren, Esq. Vermont 
Public Utility Commission 112 State Street, 4th Floor, Montpelier, VT 05620 Tel: 
802-828-1167 Email: jake.marren@vermont.gov URL: https://epuc.vermont.
gov/?q=node/64/166982. 
FOR COPIES: Micah Howe, Vermont Public Utility Commission 112 State 
Street, 4th Floor, Montpelier, VT 05620 Tel: 802-828-2358 Email: micah.howe@
vermont.gov.

VERMONT AGENCY OF TRANSPORTATION
PUBLIC NOTICE

HERBICIDE SPRAYING
The Vermont Agency of Transportation (VTrans) has requested from the 

Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets, a permit to apply the following 
herbicides: Garlon 4 ULTRA, Garlon 3A, Oust Extra, Escort, Krenite S, Polaris, 
and Rodeo to control unwanted vegetation along all State highways and at State 
airports. Operations are authorized to start approximately April 25th, 2022, but 
will not begin until the appropriate notification requirements are completed. The 
application will be made by certified pesticide applicators using mechanically 
controlled equipment and hand-controlled methods. The methods employed are 
intended to avoid or eliminate drift. Residents along the rights-of-way (ROW) 
are encouraged to protect sensitive environments or water supplies within 100 
feet of the ROW limits, and to avoid entering the ROW as spray trucks pass 
and until products dry. Residents should notify VTrans of the existence of any 
water supplies within 100 feet of the State’s ROW. Citizens wishing to inform 
VTrans are urged to contact the nearest District Transportation Administrator 
as follows: District 1 - Bennington - (802) 447-2790, District 2 - Dummerston 
- (802) 254-5011, District 3 - Mendon - (802) 786-5826. District 4 - White River 
Junction - (802) 295-8888, District 5 - Colchester - (802) 655-1580, District 7 - St. 
Johnsbury - (802) 748-6670, District 8 - St. Albans – (802) 524-5926, District 9 – 
Derby – (802) 334-7934. The contact person at the State Highway Department 
Headquarters is Dexter Puls, Stormwater Technician, 2178 Airport Rd. – Unit 
A, Barre, VT 05641, (802)461-9822 or dexter.puls@vermont.gov. Contact can 
also be made using the VTrans Internet Web page at https://vtrans.vermont.gov/
operations.

The appropriate place to contact with comments other than VTrans is the 
Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, Agriculture Resource Management 
and Environmental Stewardship, 116 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05602, (802) 
828-2431. The link to their web page that would describe the VTrans herbicide 
application permit request can be found at www.VermontAgriculture.com.

TOWN OF WALTHAM  
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  

Waltham Enhanced Energy Plan  
The Waltham Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on April 26, 2022, 

at the Waltham Town Hall at 6:30 p.m.  to consider the adoption of an Amended 
Town Plan inclusive of an Enhanced Energy Plan. This hearing will be held 
pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §4384. This notice is issued pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §4444 (b).  

This Enhanced Energy Plan (the “Plan”) is being proposed so that Waltham 
can obtain “substantial deference” in determining where energy projects should, 
and should not, be sited. The Plan contains provisions consistent with Vermont’s 
renewable energy laws and objectives—primary of which is to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. The Plan was written to meet those objectives and to fulfill the 
requirements of Act 174 and the municipal determination standards for enhanced 
energy planning enabled in 24 V.S.A.§4352. The Plan is also consistent with the 
requirements of 24 V.S.A. § 4382(a)(9) for municipal development plans and 24 
V.S.A.§4348a(a)(3) for Regional Plan energy elements. Together, these laws 
meet the Vermont municipal planning requirements of 24 VSA§4302.

This Plan includes:  
• an analysis of energy resources, needs, scarcities, costs, and problems within 

the Town.  
• a statement of policy on the conservation of energy.  
• a statement of policy on the development of renewable energy resources.  
• a statement of policy on patterns and densities of land use likely to result in 

conservation of energy.  
• targets for future energy use reduction and 

renewable generation.  
• pathways, or implementation actions, to help the Town achieve the 

established targets providing goals, policies, and recommended actions to 
implement the Plan; and  

 • mapping and written descriptions to help guide determinations about the 
siting of renewable energy developments.  

Copies of the proposed Plan may be obtained or viewed at the Waltham Town 
Clerk’s Office on Maple Street in Waltham. For further information, please call 
the Town Clerk’s Office at 802 877 3641 – office hours are 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.  

Waltham Planning Commission

By: Jeffry Glassberg, Chair  
Join Zoom Meeting or come in person

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81713761548?pwd=N3orUFNBNFpSVjZiV1JTM0
Y5TVNZZz09

Meeting ID: 817 1376 1548
Passcode: 701731   One tap mobile +13017158592,81713761548#, 

*701731# US (Washington DC)

TOWN OF BRIDPORT
Planning Commission

 Residents and non-resident property 
owners of the Town of Bridport are 

hereby warned to appear at the 
Bridport Town Office at 7:05 PM 
on April 12, 2022, to discuss the 

application of Mary Paquette. The 
applicant requests Subdivision for 

1723 Middle Rd.

Interested person(s) may forfeit the 
right to appeal the decision of the 
Town of Bridport Board of Zoning 

Adjustment if they fail to participate 
by attending and speaking, submitting 

a signed letter of concern, or are 
represented by an authorized person. 

 
Steven DeCarlo

Zoning Administrator

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF ADDISON

The Addison Development Review Board will convene a public hearing on 
Monday, April 25, 2022 at 7:00 P.M. via Zoom 

to address the following application:
Please note time change, date, and meeting place.

1. Application (#22-02) from Lawrence & Dale Lynds to consider an application 
for a conditional-use for the Board’s approval of a 24’ by 50’ storage barn (tax 
map ID# 13-35) located at 6386 VT Route 125. It was deemed necessary to 
continue this for April.
The applications are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office during 
normal office hours. Interested parties who wish to appeal or to be heard 
must attend the hearing or may be represented by an agent or an attorney. 
Communications relating to the application may be filed in writing with the Board 
either before or during the hearings.
N.B.: Participation in a hearing is necessary to establish status as an “interested 
person” and the right to appeal a decision rendered in that hearing, according 
to the provisions of 24 V S.A. 117 S.S.4464 (a) (1) (C), 4465(b) and 4471 (a). 
Participation consists of offering through oral or written testimony, evidence or a 
statement of concern directly related to the subject of the hearing.

Respectfully Submitted,
John Spencer, Chair

Starr Phillips, Board Secretary
Michael Wojociechowski, Zoning Administrator

To join Zoom meeting, please contact 
Addison Town Clerk’s Office at 802-759-2020 
or addisontown@gmavt.net for the link to the meeting.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Middlebury Development Review Board will hold a public hearing on 
Monday, April 25, 2022 beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the Large Conference Room 
at the Town Offices, 77 Main Street, to consider the following application(s). 
The hearing is also available to participants via Zoom video link. The link will 
be provided on the meeting agenda posted on the Towns website as required 
by State Law.

1.  Application (file #2022-10:011.000-CU) is a request by Max Ron Zach 
Holdings, LLC for conditional use approval for a State licensed indoor 
cannabis cultivation, processing and wholesale distribution use on parcel 
ID# 010011.000 owned by Max Ron Zach Holdings, LLC. The property is 
located at 2819 South Street Ext. in the Agricultural Rural District.

Plans and additional information regarding these applications may be viewed 
at the Planning and Zoning Office in the Town Offices or by calling 388-8100, 
Ext 226.  Participation in this public hearing is a prerequisite to the right to take 
any subsequent appeal. 

David Wetmore
DRB Coordinator

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police cited two Middlebury men 
for driving under the influence of 
alcohol on New Haven Road this 
past Saturday morning.

Police believed the two men 
were acquaintances.

Cited just after midnight were 
Benn A. Lussier, 24, and Alan J.S. 
Byrnes, 32. Police said they pulled 
over a vehicle driven by Lussier 
after it failed to obey a stop sign 
at the corner of Green and School 
streets. While dealing with Lussier, 
police said a following vehicle 
operated by Byrnes stopped nearby 
on New Haven Road.

Police determined both men 
were intoxicated after testing, 

although evidentiary blood-alcohol 
results were not immediately 
available earlier this week. Police 
did say Lussier’s roadside blood 
alcohol content test came back 
at 0.098 after he allegedly failed 
to negotiate standard roadside 
sobriety testing. The legal blood-
alcohol limit in Vermont is 0.08.

As well as DUI-alcohol 
citations, police also cited Lussier 
for the failure to honor the stop 
sign, driving without insurance, 

and misuse of license plates. 
Between March 28 and April 3, 

Vergennes police also responded to 
two false alarms; conducted eight 
patrols — five by cruiser and three 
on foot — and:

On March 28:
• Handled a minor two-car 

accident at the corner of South 
Water and Main streets.

• At the station, spoke to a 
city resident, accompanied by a 
friend, who made an unfounded 
allegation of being a victim of 
fraud. Police contacted AgeWell 
about the woman, who they were 
told is experiencing signs of 
dementia. Police said the same 
woman on April 1 made another 

in a series of unfounded reports 
of burglars at her home, which led 
police to search the premises. 

• Took a report of vandalism 
to a van parked in a North Main 
Street parking lot.

• Investigated a complaint 
from a city woman who said 
her ex-husband had hacked her 
cellphone. Police concluded the 
complaint was unfounded, as were 
similar reports she made on March 
30 and April 3.

On March 29: 

• Determined a girl reported 
missing from a city home had in 
fact gone to school.

• Investigated a complaint 
from a Main Street resident that 
she had been defrauded of $160 
by a scammer who had stolen 
a delivery code for an amazon.
com package and had another 
item delivered elsewhere using her 
payment. The probe is ongoing, 
police said.

• Told a complainant the failure 
of a family member to return a 

loaned car was a civil issue and 
that she needed to seek legal help. 

• On March 31, discussed with 
involved students, families and the 
school administration, a case of 
revealing pictures of one female 
Vergennes Union High School 
student being shared on social 
media by two other female VUHS 
students.

On April 3, took a report of 
pickup truck being vandalized in 
the Shaw’s Supermarket parking 
lot. 

Vergennes police report two drivers under the influence

Police Log
Vergennes

Public Notices can be found in this 
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  
on Page 6B, 7B and 8B.

ADDISON CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
SPRING DEVELOPMENTAL SCREENING

FOR PRESCHOOL CHILDREN
April is screening month for preschool children from Bridport, Cornwall, 

Middlebury, Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and Weybridge!
The ACSD Early Education Program provides services to children identified 

as having disabilities or delays in meeting developmental milestones. We also 
collaborate with area preschool and childcare programs to address the needs 
of our local preschool children. Screenings help to identify children who would 
benefit from additional support before entering kindergarten.

If you have questions or concerns about your child’s developmental progress, 
your district early education program is offering screening for children ages 
3-5 who are not enrolled in kindergarten. Screening is conducted in a playful 
environment, and provides information on your child’s speech and language 
development, motor, social and early academic skills.

The screening will take place at the Mary Hogan Elementary School, 201 
Mary Hogan Drive, in Middlebury and will happen on April 8, 15, and 29, 2022.

For more information or to schedule an appointment, please call Deb Martin 
at 802-382-1761.

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENT
TO APPLY MOSQUITO ADULTICIDES

On or after May 1st, 2022 the Otter Creek Watershed (OCW, formerly known as 
the BLSG) Insect Control District may be making ground applications of mosquito 
adulticides along the public and private roads in the towns of Brandon, Leicester, 
Salisbury, Goshen, Pittsford, and Proctor to control adult mosquito populations.  
Applications of Deltamethrin, Etofenprox, Malathion, or synthetic pyrethroid 
insecticides will be made with ultra-low volume truck-mounted sprayers.  Spray 
routes can be viewed at: https://ocwicd.com/route-maps.  At least six hours in 
advance of spraying, specific route information will be posted to https://ocwicd.
com/public-notice.

If you wish to opt out and not have the road(s) abutting your property sprayed, 
please send a written request to the OCW.  If you submitted a No Spray Zone 
request for your property last year, an email to the OCW containing your 911 
address and requesting No Spray Zone status again this year will suffice.  If you 
did not submit a No Spray Zone request last year, please send a letter listing the 
name(s) of the property owner(s), his/her/their contact telephone numbers, the 
911 address of the property, and a property map which clearly shows the property 
boundaries along the public right of way.  Property maps can be obtained from 
Town Clerks or online at https://maps.vcgi.vermont.gov/ParcelViewer.  Upon 
receipt of your request a District employee will contact you and then will mark 
your property as a No Spray Zone.  Opt out requests must be renewed annually.

The OCW call center phone number is (802) 247-6779; the call center will take 
requests for treatment during the season.

Further information or comments about adulticiding activities in the OCW 
Insect Control District and/or about No Spray Zone requests can be obtained 
from:

Otter Creek Watershed Insect Control District 
P.O. Box 188. Brandon, VT 05733 

(802) 247-6779   |   ocwicd@gmail.com   |   https://ocwicd.com
Additional information is available at https://www.epa.gov/mosiquitocontrol
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CODE C9
FEDERAL CHILD NUTRITION ACT WELLNESS POLICY

Purpose
It is the intent of the Slate Valley Unified Union School District (SVUUSD) to comply with the local policy requirements of 

the federal Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004 and the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 (HHFKA). 
In accord with those requirements, this policy has been developed in consultation with parents, students, representatives 
of the school food authority, teachers of physical education, school health professionals, community partners, the school 
board, school administrators and the general public. 
Policy Statement

It is the policy of the Slate Valley Unified Union School District (SVUUSD) to establish goals for nutrition promotion and 
education, nutrition guidelines, physical activity and other school-based activities that are designed to promote student 
wellness. The district will review and consider evidence-based strategies in determining these goals. 

1. Goals for Nutrition Promotion and Education 
 a. The SVUUSD shall provide nutrition promotion and education programs as required by state law and 
regulations of the State Board of Education. In particular, the SVUUSD shall provide a nutrition component in its 
Comprehensive Health Education program and shall develop curricular programs intended to accomplish applicable 
goals enumerated in the Vermont Education Quality Standards.
 b. Nutrition education and promotion programs shall be conducted by appropriately licensed staff members.
 c. To the extent practicable, nutrition education and promotion shall be integrated into core curricula in areas such 
as science and family and consumer science courses.
 d. The SVUUSD will limit food and beverage marketing to the promotion of only those foods and beverages that 
meet the USDA Smart Snacks in School nutrition standards on school campus.

1. Goals for Physical Education and Physical Activity
 a. The SVUUSD shall provide physical education classes for all students as required by Education Quality 
Standards. 
 b. The SVUUSD shall offer opportunities for students in grades K-12 to participate in at least 30 minutes of 
physical activity within or outside of the school day. Physical activity may include recess and movement built into the 
curriculum, but does not replace physical education classes.
1. Goals for Nutrition Services
 a. The SVUUSD shall ensure that guidelines for reimbursable school meals are not less restrictive than 
regulations and guidance issued by the Secretary of Agriculture pursuant to sections (a) and (b) of section 9A(a) and (b) 
of the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act as those regulations and guidance apply to schools.
 b. The SVUUSD shall provide adequate space for eating and serving school meals.
 c. The SVUUSD shall provide a clean and safe meal environment for students.
 d. The SVUUSD shall establish meal periods that provide adequate time to eat and are scheduled at appropriate 
hours.
 e. Food shall not be used in district schools as a reward or punishment.  
 f. The SVUUSD shall provide training opportunities as appropriate for food service and other staff members in 
areas of nutrition and wellness. 
 g. Schools participating in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast programs shall make free potable 
water available to children in the meal service areas.
1. Nutrition Guidelines
 a. The National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs will meet the requirements provided in 7 CFR 210 
and 7 CFR 220 (National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Guidelines.)
 b. All foods and beverages outside the reimbursable school meal programs that are sold to students on the school 
campus during the school day (school day: the period from midnight before to 30 minutes after the end of the official 
school day). will meet the USDA Smart Snacks nutrition standards.
 c. SVUUSD fundraisers that occur during the school day will meet the USDA Smart Snack nutrition standards. 
 d. The SVUUSD is required to establish nutrition guidelines for all other foods provided, but not sold to students 
during the school day. Foods provided but not sold may include food that is part of a classroom celebration or provided 
by parents or community organizations free of charge. Food provided but not sold will, at minimum, comply with the 
Smart Snacks Standards.
1. Other School Based Activities

The SVUUSD will implement other wellness-based school activities from time to time at the discretion of the superinten-
dent or his or her designee. These activities will be in accordance with evidence-based strategies such as those provided 
in the Vermont School Wellness Policy Guidelines. And in the categories in the ASCD (Association for Supervision and 
Curriculum Development) and CDC’s Whole School, Whole Community, Whole Child Model: Health Services, Counseling/
Psychological/Social Services, Social/Emotional Climate, Physical Environment, Employee Wellness, Family Engagement, 
and Community Involvement which support healthy, engaged, challenged, safe, and supported students.

1. Assessment
The SVUUSD will conduct an assessment of the wellness policy every 3 years. This assessment will determine: com-
pliance with the wellness policy, how the wellness policy compares to model wellness policies, and progress made in 
attaining the goals of the wellness policy.

1. Policy Implementation
The SVUUSD will permit parents, students, representatives of the school food authority, teachers of physical education, 
school health professionals, the school board, school administrators and the general public to participate in the 
development, implementation, monitoring, and periodic review and update of this policy.
 a. The Superintendent or his or her designee shall periodically monitor district programs and curriculum to ensure 
compliance with this policy and any administrative procedures established to carry out the requirements of this policy.

CODE:  F27
COMMUNICABLE DISEASE MITIGATION MEASURES FOR STUDENTS AND STAFF

Policy
The Slate Valley Unified Union School District (SVUUSD) strives to protect the safety and health of children and youth in 

its care, and its employees.  It is the policy of the Slate Valley Board (SV Board) to implement communicable disease miti-
gation measures including but not limited to: vaccination of school staff, vaccination of students, vaccination of contracted 
services, mask wearing, social distancing, screening testing, quarantine/isolation, improved ventilation, cleaning and 
disinfecting, and providing hygiene supplies.

Definitions:
1. Communicable disease means an illness due to an infectious agent or its toxic products which is transmitted, directly 

or indirectly, to a person from an infected person, animal or anthropoid, or through the agency of an intermediate animal, 
host or vector of the inanimate environment.  “Communicable disease” shall include, but not be limited to:

 A. Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS) or Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)
 B. Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) or Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
 C. Coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2); Novel Coronavirus 19 (COVID-19)
 D. Ebola E.   Chicken pox  F.  Hepatitis
 G. Measles H.   Meningitis  I.   Mononucleosis
 J. Whooping cough K.   Cholera  L.  Bubonic plague
 M. Anthrax N.   Influenza  O.  Pneumonia
 P. Gastrointestinal Viruses (rotavirus) Q.  Enterovirus (hand/foot/mouth  R.  Parvovirus (fifths disease)
 S. MRSA T.   Diphthera  U.  Tentanus
 V. Mumps W.  Rubella  X.  Poilo
 Y. Haemophilus B Z.   Meningococcal Disease
 A. Any mutations arising from or relating to infectious disease or “communicable disease”

1. Comprehensive Health Education includes the study of disease, other sexually transmitted diseases, as well as other 
communicable diseases, and the prevention of disease1.

1. Bloodborne pathogen means a pathogenic microorganism that is present in human blood and can cause disease in 
humans. Such pathogens include hepatitis B virus (HBV), hepatitis C virus (HCV), and human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV)2.

Rights of Staff and Students:
 Privacy and Confidentiality: 
1. The superintendent shall develop procedures which ensure confidentiality in the maintenance and, where authorized, 

dissemination of all medically-related documents.
2. Information regarding communicable disease status will not be added to a student’s permanent educational or health 

record without written consent.
Health Protections and Universal Precautions:
 1. Infection Control
 A. The SVUUSD shall comply with applicable Vermont Occupational Safety and Health Administration (VOSHA) 

rules in order to protect employees who are reasonably anticipated to be exposed to communicable diseases as part of 
their regular job duties.

 B. The superintendent or designee shall determine those employees (by job class and possibly by task or proce-
dure) who are reasonably anticipated to have occupational exposure to communicable diseases as part of their duties.

 C. A written Exposure Control Plan concerning communicable diseases, which includes the use of universal 
precautions, shall be developed, maintained and followed.

Curriculum, Instruction, and School-sponsored Activities
 1. Comprehensive Health Education:  The SVUUSD shall provide systematic and extensive elementary and sec-

ondary comprehensive educational program, including the study of disease, other sexually transmitted diseases, as well 
as other communicable diseases, and the prevention of disease.

 2. Athletics and Co-Curricular Activities:  School authorities will make reasonable accommodations to allow 
students with communicable disease(s) to participate in school-sponsored physical activities.

Implementation
 1. The superintendent shall develop procedures to assure compliance with all applicable federal and state laws 

pertaining to communicable diseases and the mitigation of communicable diseases and to protect the rights of students 
and staff with regard to communicable diseases.

 2. All SVUUSD personnel shall be advised of routine procedures to follow with regard to universal precautions 
(handling body fluids). These procedures, developed in consultation with public health and medical personnel, shall 
provide simple and effective precautions against transmission of diseases to persons exposed to the blood or body fluids 
of another.  The procedures shall follow standard health and safety practices.  No distinction shall be made between body 
fluids from individuals with a known disease or infection and from individuals without symptoms or with an undiagnosed 
disease.

     Public Notices Index
Public Notices can be found in this ADDISON INDEPENDENT  

on Page 6B, 7B and 8B.

Pond Skimming
AB0UT 115 PARTICIPANTS took their chances at skimming across the pond, or splashing in it, at the 

Middlebury College Snow Bowl this past Saturday. The event raised about $15,000 for the Middlebury 
Ski Club and provided a lot of fun for the crowd. At top right, Eliot Schneider of Middlebury had enough 
speed after the pond to do a spread eagle in his pink panther suit, while a doubles team skims across 
late afternoon as the crowd thinned.             Independent photos / Angelo Lynn & Steve James
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Fort Ti Ferry eyes a 
return to Champlain

‘King Pede’ card parties are back at the Ferrisburgh Grange, and more

By JOHN FLOWERS
SHOREHAM — Cornwall 

resident Jack Doyle has received 
permission through United States 
District Court in Burlington to 
assume management of the now-
dormant Fort Ticonderoga Ferry. 
He told the Independent he plans 
to relaunch the service as soon as 
next month.

“It’s still quite messy, but the 
good news for Addison County 
and the Champlain Valley is that 
the Fort Ti Ferry should be running 
this summer,” Doyle said this past 
Friday, April 1.

The “messy” part relates to 
ongoing legal proceedings that 
Doyle hopes will culminate in his 
acquisition of the ferry, consisting 
of a tug and cable-driven barge that 
since 1759 has been transporting 
travelers across Lake Champlain 
between Ticonderoga, N.Y., and 
Larrabee’s Point in Shoreham. It’s 
a seasonal operation that generally 
runs from the beginning of May 
until the end of October, with 
seven-minute daytime crossings 
during “all but the most severe 
weather,” according to fortiferry.
com.

’Twas neither Mother Nature nor 
a worldwide pandemic that pulled 
the plug on the ferry last year; it 
was an ill-fated sale of the business 
by longtime owner Michael Matot 
to an entity known as “1759 
Ltd.,” aka Neil Jensen of Clifton 
Park, N.Y. According to court 
documents, 1759 Ltd. finalized 
a deal to buy the business from 
Matot last April 14 for $600,000. 
The assets included the tugboat, 
barge, cable, ferry equipment and 
two related, small pieces of non-
contiguous land in Shoreham.

But 1759 Ltd. failed to meet its 
monthly payback schedule, arguing 
it was unable to do so because it 
wasn’t provided key mentorship to 
master the operation, according to 
court records.

Meanwhile, Doyle came onto 
the scene late last fall offering to 
buy the note on the ferry and put 
the boat back into circulation for 
the 2022 season. Doyle is a 1978 

Middlebury College graduate, 
retired Wall Street investor 
and owner of Hibernia Farm in 
Cornwall. Operating as JVD 
Property Enterprises Inc., he has 
maintained a keen interest in the 
Fort Ti Ferry and U.S. maritime 
history.

Doyle has entered into mediation 
sessions with 1759 Ltd. officials, 
in hopes of striking a deal to own 
the company. The court recently 
ordered that the Fort Ti Ferry 
be placed into receivership. On 
Friday, the court awarded Doyle a 
management contract for the ferry, 
under the supervision of court-
appointed receiver Mark Stickney. 
This will allow for revival of 
the ferry until its ownership is 
resolved, Doyle explained.

In addition to restoring a 
convenient commuter service for 
residents on both sides of the lake, 
resumption of ferry activities will 
again funnel sightseers and tourists 
to businesses in both states. Doyle 
said he’s received encouragement 
from representatives of the Fort 
Ticonderoga Association, the 
Shoreham selectboard and other 
groups and businesses anxious 
for the return of the plucky, 18th-
century transport.

Doyle has reached out to 
prospective crew members.

“I’ve hired some deck hands,” 
he said, “I have an understanding 
with a captain. I need at least 
one additional captain. I have a 
relationship with the shore crew 
that will help me prep the vessel 
and get it ready to start its runs. 
I’ve hired a bookkeeper. And I 
have done a lot behind the scenes.”

He has also reached out to the 
U.S. Coast Guard and his insurance 
agent.

Doyle doesn’t anticipate the 
ferry will need a major overhaul 
before being put back into the 
water.

“I’ll have the balance of April 
to prep her, and hopefully we’ll 
be ‘anchors aweigh’ sometime in 
May.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

CORNWALL RESIDENT JACK Doyle is busy hiring staff in 
anticipation of adding a new chapter to the long history of Fort 
Ticonderoga Ferry, which hasn’t made its Shoreham-Ticonderoga, 
N.Y., run since 2020. It is seen here in 2016.

Independent file photo/Trent Campbell

Conscience 
made visible

FERRISBURGH — The 
Ferrisburgh Grange “King Pede” 
card parties are back after a long 
absence due to the pandemic. 
These get-togethers are held at 
the Ferrisburgh Town Hall and 
Community Center and begin at 
6:30 p.m. with a sandwich supper 
and then on to an evening of fun 
and card games. King Pede is 
an unusual game that involves 
“trick-taking” techniques such 
as in Hearts and Spades or Pitch. 
This is a game of fun and skill so 
come prepared to use your strategic 
thinking! The next is scheduled 
for Saturday, April 16. They are 
generally held monthly on the first 
and third Saturdays. It is requested 
that attendees be fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19. 

Rokeby Museum is offering 
exciting opportunities for all ages 
this spring and summer. To learn 
more about their exhibitions and 
events, visit: rokeby.org/education. 
Returning on Friday, July 1, is 
the popular Curator for the Day 

NEWS

Ferrisburgh Have a news tip? 
Call Sally Kerschner at 

smwkersch@comcast.net

for youth ages 9-13, with a fee of 
$75. Students will spend the day 
as curators “behind the scenes” 
with Rokeby staff, digging through 
the museum’s archives. Students 
will learn how to handle historic 
objects, tell a story with artifacts, 
and create their very own exhibit. 

This summer, Rokeby’s week-
long theater camp will immerse 
students in theater, history, and 
nature. Campers will be immersed 
in another time as they draw 
inspiration from Rokeby’s historic 
occupants, buildings, artifacts, 
pastoral property, and nature 
trails to create their own fictional 
characters in a short play. Daily 
activities will include improv 
games, scene study, character-
building exercises, and exploring 
Rokeby’s natural and built 
environments. The camp will be 
held for the week of July 11-15 
with a final performance at 6 p.m. 
on Friday for families and guests. 
The tuition is pay-what-you-can, 
with $295 suggested for each 

camper. For more information, 
visit rokeby.org.

Rokeby is also hosting a series of 
free virtual book discussion groups 
from January through April. The 
session on Tuesday, April 12, at 
6:30 p.m., will be about “Creaft: 
An Inquiry into the Origins and 
True Meaning of Traditional 
Craft” by archaeologist Alexander 
Langlands. The discussion will 
explore the book’s description of 
traditional crafts and their ancient 
origins. Registration in advance 
is required. Books should be 
available in local libraries or can 
be purchased by the participants. 
For more information, call Rokeby 
at 802-877-3406.

The Bixby Library offers many 
events for both children and adults, 
so please check their website, bixby 
library.org, and Facebook for the 

latest details. Children’s Storytime 
is held on Wednesdays at 10:30 
a.m. The Bixby Book Club meets 
virtually and in person on the second 
Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m. 
Contact Martha at Martha.Sanborn@
bixbylibrary.org for details on each 
month’s book selection. 

On April 21 from 6-8 p.m., Bixby 
will host “An Evening of Poetry” 
presented by A. Jay Dubberly of 
Zig Zag Lit Mag. “An Evening 
of Poetry” will celebrate local 
voices of all talents. This event 
will be held in the Bixby Library 
Community Room and on Zoom. 
Interested in sharing your poetry? 
Please email jay@zigzaglitmag.org 
for details.

What fun to paint a mini-
birdhouse at the Bixby! Paints and 
brushes will be supplied along with 
three styles of mini-birdhouses to 

choose from. All ages and levels 
are welcome. These sessions will 
be held on Saturday, April 23, or 
Saturday, April 30, from 10 a.m.-
noon.  Registration is required 
so call 802-877-2211 or email to 
Martha.Sanborn@bixbylibrary.org. 

To better understand the history 
and context of the war in Ukraine 
and how best to help those in need, 
Bixby has created a resource page 
with recommended books and a 
list of reputable aid organizations. 
View the list at bixbylibrary.org/
ukraine-resources. 

Ferrisburgh’s selectboard 
meetings are twice a month, on the 
first and third Tuesdays, at 6:30 
p.m. The next meeting will be April 
19. Residents are encouraged to 
attend either in-person or virtually. 
The links can be found at the 
town website, www.ferrsiburghvt.
org. Additionally, for ANWSD 
School Board meeting minutes 
and other news, please remember 
that you can access them at: www.
anwsd.org/anwsd-school-board.

php. Many thanks to Kristina 
MacKulin of Ferrisburgh, who is 
the board clerk, for posting regular 
updates on Ferrisburgh Front 
Porch Forum. Also, The ANWSD/
MAUSD Merger Study Committee 
continues to discuss the pros and 
cons of different possible school 
board configurations if there were 
to be a merger, as well as the 
process of closing a school if that 
was necessary in a merged district. 
Information about these meetings is 
at www.anwsd.org/anwsd-mausd-
merger-study-committee.php. 

NOTE: We are always 
interested in including a variety 
of Ferrisburgh-related news in 
this column, so if you have events 
that would be of interest, contact 
Sally Kerschner at smwkersch@
comcast.net. You are also able to 
access these columns and other 
information about Ferrisburgh 
news and events by viewing the 
Ferrisburgh Town Website at 
ferrisburghvt.org.

As part of the “Art as Social / Political 
Commentary” unit in Vergennes Union 
High School art teacher Jeff Spencer’s 
Art Essentials class, nine VUHS students 
created a variety of protest images that 
showed support for Ukrainian people in 
the fight with the invading Russians. The 
70 paintings were organic conversations 
about freedom, good & evil, dictators 
and the spirit of the Ukrainians. Senior 
Sierra Bertrand (above), one of the 
principal contributors to the project, 
stands with a display of the protest art in 
a VUHS hallway last Friday.

 
Independent photos/Steve James
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Senior meal in Bristol. Thursday, April 
7, noon, First Baptist Church of Bristol, 
Park St. Come early and enjoy talking 

with others. Menu includes pork roast, mashed 
potatoes, carrots, home made rolls and lemon cake. 
Suggested donation of $4. Reservation needed. 
Call Nancy 802-453-5276.

Thursday Noon Lenten Series in Middlebury. 
Thursday, April 7, noon, St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church, on the town green. George Matthew Jr., St. 
Stephen’s organist, concludes this year’s concert 
series by performing his annual Orgelgebet (Organ 
Prayers), which tells the story of Holy Week through 
music. 

Great Decisions Lecture Series: “Changing 
Demographics” in Middlebury. Thursday, April 7, 
2:30 p.m. Be a virtual participant in Molly Anderson 
’s presentation on Changing Demographics at 
EastView. Lecture will be conducted in-person (for 
EV residents) and virtually on Zoom. For Zoom 
links, call the EastView Concierge at 802-989-7500.

“The Price of Safety” screening and discussion 
in Middlebury. Thursday, April 7, 7:30 p.m., Dana 
Auditorium, 356 College St. This feature-length fi lm 
documents ballooning police budgets and racial 
bias in Vergennes. A discussion will follow the 
screening featuring historian of policing Professor 
Amit Prakash and fi lmmakers Chris Spencer and 
Professor Erin Wolcott. Free and open to the public.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, April 8, 3:30 p.m., 
Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 116. 

Please stay in your car. Drive-up, check-in, contact-
free pick up. Sweet and sour pork, brown rice, 
green beans, roll, Congo bar and milk. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle to reserve by 
Sunday, April 3, at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone 
age 60 and up and their spouse of any age. Free 
ride or pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-
hour notice.

“Back to Eden” student play in Ripton. Friday, 
April 8, 7:30 p.m., Ripton Community House, Route 
125. The North Branch School will perform its 
annual theatrical production, a comedy-drama fi lled 
with music, conceived and written entirely by the 
students over the recent months. Current events 
work their way into the play as well, particularly 
the Russian war in Ukraine, and the climate crisis. 
Tickets $10, with $3 from every ticket sold going to 
refugee relief in Ukraine. Open to the public. For 
more info at 802-388-3269.

Wildlife walk in Middlebury. Saturday, 
April 9, 8 a.m., meet at Otter View Park, 
Weybridge St. and Pulp Mill Bridge Rd. 

Join Otter Creek Audubon and the Middlebury Area 
Land Trust to survey birds and other wildlife at Otter 
View Park and the Hurd Grassland. Birders of all 
ages and abilities welcome. Please take common 
sense COVID-19 precautions. Stay home if you are 
feeling ill, and wear a mask if you are unvaccinated. 
For more information, call 802-388-6019.

Fraud watch program in Shoreham. Saturday, 
April 9, 2 p.m., Shoreham Congregational Church, 
School St. Fraud and scams are very much in the 
news these days. Newspaper columnist Elliott 
Greenblott will give an overview of the leading 
scams and techniques of con artists and steps 
to avoid becoming a victim. Free and open to the 
public.

Take-Out Lasagna Supper in Vergennes. Saturday, 
April 9, 5-6 p.m., Vergennes United Methodist 
Church, 121 Main St. Menu includes  lasagna, 
tossed salad, green beans, bread and dessert. 
Adults $12. Call 802-877-3150 by 5 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 7, to reserve a meal.

“Back to Eden” student play in Ripton. Saturday, 
April 9, 7:30 p.m., Ripton Community House, Route 
125. More info in April 8 listing.

Age Well grab and go meal in Bristol.
Monday, April 11, 11 a.m., American 
Legion, Airport Dr. Drive in, loop around, 

and stay in your car. Baked ham with raisin sauce, 
sweet potatoes, Capri blend vegetables, roll, Easter 
cake and milk. Advanced reservations only. Call 
Michelle to reserve by Thursday, April 7, at 802-
377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and their 
spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to 
inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Age Well and Vergennes Seniors 
in-person luncheon in Vergennes. 
Tuesday, April 12, 10 a.m., Vergennes 

Congregational Church, 30 South Water St. Doors 
open at 10 a.m. Meal serve time 11:45 a.m. of 
BBQ pork loin, mashed potatoes, Brussels sprouts, 
biscuit, apricots and milk. Advanced reservations 
only. Call Michelle to reserve by Thursday, April 7, 
at 802-377-1419. $5 suggested donation. Please 

bring your own place setting. Open to anyone age 
60 and up and their spouse of any age. Local bus 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to arrange. 
TVT requires a 48-hour notice. Masks required 
unless seated and eating.

Fly Tying Tuesdays in Middlebury. Tuesday, April 
12, 7-9 p.m., Swift House Inn, Stewart Ln. See 
March 22 listing.

“A Continuum of Learning: The 
International Baccalaureate in 

Addison Central Schools” presentation 
in Middlebury. Wednesday, April 13, 10:30 a.m., 
Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. ACSD educators 
Caitlin Steele, Courtney Krahn, Cindy Atkins 
and Joy Dobson will share an introduction to the 
continuum of International Baccalaureate (IB) 
programs, a PreK-12 curriculum framework shared 
across all nine ACSD schools.

Age Well grab and go meal in Shoreham.
Wednesday, April 13, 11 a.m.-noon, Halfway 
House, Route 22A. Pick up at back door, meals 
will be brought out. Chicken and biscuit, mashed 
potatoes, stuffi ng, vegetable, roll and dessert. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may 
be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires a 48-hour notice. Call the restaurant 
to reserve at least 24-hours in advance at 802-897-
5160.

Age Well Welcome to Spring Luncheon in New 
Haven. Wednesday, April 13, 11 a.m., Porky’s Route 
7. Doors open at 11 a.m. Meal served at 11:30 a.m. 
of pulled pork, mashed potatoes, coleslaw, fruit 
cup, roll and dessert. Coffee, tea, water, or milk. 
$5 suggested donation collected at the meal does 
not include gratuity. Advanced reservations only by 
Friday, April 8. Call Michelle at 802-377-1419. Open 
to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride may be provided. Call TVT at 802-
388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48hour notice.

Age Well grab and go meal in Monkton.
Wednesday, April 13, 11:30 a.m., Monkton Town 
Hall, 280 Monkton Ridge. Please stay in your car. 
Drive- up, check-in, contact-free pick up. Baked 
ham with raisin sauce, sweet potatoes, Capri blend 
vegetables, roll, Easter cake and milk. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle to reserve by 
Sunday, April 10, at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone 
age 60 and up and their spouse of any age. Free 
ride or pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-
hour notice.

“The Guide” on screen in Middlebury. Wednesday, 
April 13, 1, 4 and 7 p.m., Marquis Theater, 65 Main 
St. This two-hour drama is set in the 1930s and 
revolves around an American boy, Peter, visiting 
Ukraine with his father, an American engineer, 
helping “build socialism.” This one-day screening 
will help to raise funds for the Ukraine Relief Fund. 
Admission is suggested $10 donation. All proceeds 
and donations from the screening going to the fund, 
the Marquis will also donating a portion of bar and 
concession proceeds to the fund. The organization 
manages donations and ensures they reach 
organizations working effectively in Ukraine and 
countries supporting Ukrainian refugees.

“The Elephant in the Room” virtual lecture series 
in Middlebury. Wednesday, April 13, 7 p.m., Zoom, 
www.henrysheldonmuseum.org/events. Can 
museums become 21st century public squares? 
How do arts organizations allow the public to 
experience and understand the multiple histories 
that inform contemporary life? These questions 
undergird the research of Ric Kasini Kadour, 2020-
2021 Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts 
Curatorial Fellow. In “21st Century Public Squares,” 
he will speak about how artists can use historic 
sites, collections and archives to make work that 
contributes to civic discourse and heal social 
divisions.

“Politics, Women, and Slavery: The many sides 
of our third president” in East Middlebury. 
Wednesday, April 13, 7 p.m., East Middlebury 
Methodist Church, 2 Church St. Bob Nixon, East 

Middlebury resident 
and Thomas Jefferson 
scholar, will discuss 
Jefferson, his politics, 
contradictions and 
relationships with 
women during this 
public meeting. The 
talk is presented by 
the East Middlebury 
Historical Society and 
will. Donations will be 
accepted. More info 
contact Peggy Peabody 
at 802-388-2925 or 
sites.google.com/view/
emidhistoricalsociety/
home.

Age Well 
g r a b 
and go 

meal in 
Vergennes.

Thursday, April 14, 11 
a.m., St. Peter’s Parish 
Hall, 85 S. Maple St. 
Please stay in your 
car. Drive-up, check-
in, contact-free pick up. 
Baked ham with raisin 
sauce, sweet potatoes, 
Capri blend vegetables, 

roll, Easter cake and milk. Advanced reservations 
only. Call Michelle to reserve by Sunday, April 10, 
at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up 
and their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up 
and delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Great Decisions Lecture Series: “Biden’s Agenda” 
in Middlebury. Thursday, April 13, 2:30 p.m. Be a 
virtual participant in Bert Johnson’s presentation on 
Biden’s Agenda at EastView at Middlebury. Lecture 
will be conducted in-person (for EV residents) and 
virtually on Zoom. For Zoom links, call the EastView 
Concierge at 802-989-7500.

“Ecotypes, Ecoregions and Ecological 
Restoration: fortifying the living seed bank 
for the pollinators!”‘ virtual presentation.
Thursday, April 14, at 7 p.m., Zoom. “Seed-lebrity” 
and ethnobotanist Sefra Alexandra, known as The 
Seed Huntress, will share The Ecotype Project, a 
revolutionary initiative that has created a model 
for native plants material development using the 
ecoregional framework to ensure we are planting 
the right plants in the right place. This event is 
co-sponsored by the Middlebury Garden Club. 
Free and open to the public. To register, go to the 
eventbrite website.

Vermont Reads presentation in Middlebury. 
Thursday, April 14, 7 p.m., Dana Auditorium, 356 
College St. Author and professor Sarah Henstra 
visits Vermont to discuss her novel in letters, “We 
Contain Multitudes.” The novel tells how two very 
different teenage boys fall in love after being paired 
as pen pals. While it touches on domestic violence, 
bullying and opioid addiction, the novel is also a 
beautiful story of friendship.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, April 15, 3:30 p.m., 
Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 116. 

Please stay in your car. Drive-up, check-in, contact-
free pick up. Baked ham with raisin sauce, sweet 
potatoes, Capri blend vegetables, roll, Easter cake 
and milk. Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle 
to reserve by Sunday, April 10, at 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of 
any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT 
requires 48-hour notice.

Age Well grab and go meal in Bristol.
Monday, April 18, 11 a.m., American 
Legion, Airport Dr. Drive in, loop 

around, and stay in your car. BBQ beef, baked 
beans, broccoli fl orets, roll, pumpkin cookie and 
milk. Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Thursday, April 14, at 802- 377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of 
any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT 
requires 48-hour notice.

Age Well and Vergennes Seniors 
in-person luncheon in Vergennes. 
Tuesday, April 19, 10 a.m., Vergennes 

Congregational Church, 30 South Water St. Doors 
open at 10 a.m. Meal served at 11:45 a.m. of 
BBQ beef on a bun, baked beans, broccoli fl orets, 
peaches, and milk. Advanced reservations only. 
Call Michelle to reserve by Thursday, April 14, at 
802- 377-1419. $5 suggested donation. Please 
bring your own place setting. Open to anyone age 
60 and up and their spouse of any age. Local bus 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to arrange. 
TVT requires a 48-hour notice. Masks required 
unless seated and eating.

Age Well grab and go meal in Bridport. Tuesday, 
April 19, 11 a.m., Bridport Congregational Church, 
Middle Rd. Please stay in your car. Drive-up, 
check-in, contact-free pick up. BBQ beef, baked 
beans, broccoli fl orets, roll, pumpkin cookie and 
milk. Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Thursday, April 14, at 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of 
any age. Free ride or pick- up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT 
requires 48-hour notice.

Pollinator Pathway of Addison County virtual 
Spring Forum. Tuesday, April 19, at 7 p.m., Zoom. 
This forum will provide a platform for connecting 
with other people interested in biodiversity 
and rewilding in each town in Addison County. 
The Pollinator Pathway is all about talking with 
neighbors, networking with friends, meeting new 
people, and sharing in the buzz. Participants will 
be able to join breakout groups on Zoom based 
on their town to connect with neighbors and others 
in their area. Anyone can join in for community 
building and connection around this important topic: 
rolling back the lawn and rewilding the landscape. 
Free and open to the public. To register go to the 
eventbrite website.

“A Polarized America?” virtual lecture. Tuesday, 
April 19, 7 p.m., Zoom. Middlebury College Political 
Science Professor Matt Dickinson will close the 
AAUW speaker series by focusing on polarization 
from a political science perspective. During his talk 
Dickinson will address the evidence regarding the 
widely shared assumption by journalists, politicians, 
and cable-news pundits that we live in a polarized 
country. During his presentation and in the question/
answer period, he will examine who, if anyone, is 
polarized, and on what issues. Free. Register at 
www.ilsleypubliclibrary.org/aauw-2021-2022.

calendarc� munity
info@addisoncountypcc.org • addisoncountypcc.org • 388-3171

H elping  Y oung  F am ilies G et  T h e R ig h t  St art

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

St. Stephen’s is now accepting grant proposals for 
programs addressing the needs of Children & Youth 
and Food Insecurity. The grants are for 501C-3 
organizations, they will range from $500-$5,000 and 
multi-year grants will be considered. The deadline for 
grant submission is May 6, 2022. 
For 75 years the people of St. Stephen’s have joined 
together to offer PEASANT MARKET to the Addison 
County community. Each year the profits from this 
event are returned to the community in the form of 
grants to non-profit organizations.
To receive an application send an email request to: 
St. Stephen’s Outreach Committee using
ryannevius@gmail.com
Please include the following information:
Organization Name, Contact Information, Non-profit 
Status and a Brief Overview of the Program.

~ The St. Stephen’s Outreach Team

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
of Middlebury Announces 

Peasant Market Grant Opportunities

Saturday, April 16
9am to 3pm

Donate canned and/or boxed foods

Cash donations also accepted and/or 
may be sent to Middlebury Lions Club,
PO Box 5, Middlebury, VT 05753

We want to thank these donation locations
for their support in making this event possible:

Sponsored by your local Lions Club
This ad made possible by the generous support of 

The Addison Independent and Travel by Heidi Cunningham

Greg’s Meat Market
Hannaford’s of Middlebury
Kinney Drugs
Middlebury Natural Food Co-Op
Shaws of Middlebury

Your Local Middlebury Lions Club
will be collecting food 

for our two local food shelves

The Addison Independent and Travel by Heidi Cunningham

13th Annual

Food from the Heart
Food Drive

Reader Comments

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“At a time when the world needs good news
this is the paper to read!!”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Florence writes:

THURSDAYapr
7

Loving those layers
THE VERGENNES UNITED Methodist Church is offering a take-out lasagna meal on 

Saturday, April 9. Let someone else do the cooking for you, just be sure to reserve your 
meal by April 7. See listing for details.
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FRIDAYapr
8

SATURDAYapr
9

THURSDAY
apr
14

MONDAYapr
11

TUESDAYapr
12

WEDNESDAYapr
13

FRIDAYapr
15

MONDAYapr
18

TUESDAYapr
19



Addison Independent, Thursday, April 7, 2022 — PAGE 3C

&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services
computers

construction
dental services
excavation
firewood
flooring

heating &
    air conditioning
home inspections
masonry
paintingBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

Dupont Auto
4087 States Prison Hollow Rd

Monkton Ridge, VT 05469
(802)453-3562 • dupontauto7@gmail.com
Full service shop. We do comprehensive 
Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs from 
Oil Changes to Engine Rebuilds and 
Replacements. Our Body/Collision Shop does 
all levels of repair and restoration. 

24 hour towing and road side service.

AUTO REPAIR

DENTAL SERVICES

      Bristol Park Dental

6 PARK PLACE, BRISTOL, VT    802.453.7700

 BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

We are here for all of your dental needs, 
and offer the highest quality comprehensive 
care.  We are proud to bring the full range 
of dental services to our community, and to 
be your premiere implant provider.

Where a Happy, Healthy Smile is a Walk in the Park!

Accepting all insurances, and in network with Delta Dental, 
CIGNA, United Concordia, & CBA Blue.  No insurance? 

No problem.  Dental membership plans now available!

The PC Medic of Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont is now offering 

socially-distanced 
computer services.

Call for a remote tune-up 
today, and get your PC
running correctly again!

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

FLOORING

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.
Interior & Exterior

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free 
Estimates 

References 

Fully 
Insured

PAINTING

HOME INSPECTIONS

Champlain Valley
HOME INSPECTION

Home Inspections
Water quality testing
Radon testing

champlainvalleyhomeinspection.com
802-349-0967

Adam Thomas, Owner/Licensed Inspector

Serving northern and central Vermont

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

FLOORING

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation 
Insulation • Replacement

Plasma Art • Torches • Welding 
Plasma Table • Duct Cleaning

H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local!   802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation
Insulation • Replacement

Duct Cleaning
H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local! 802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

www.vermontcustommoldings.com

EXCAVATION

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

SPRING IS QUICKLYSPRING IS QUICKLY
ON ITS WAY —ON ITS WAY —

SO GET YOUR SPRING SO GET YOUR SPRING 
BUSINESS AD IN TODAY!BUSINESS AD IN TODAY!

ADVERTISE HERE TOADVERTISE HERE TO
FILL YOUR CALENDARFILL YOUR CALENDAR
CALL 802-388-4944.CALL 802-388-4944.

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

YOUR AD SHOULD HERE!YOUR AD SHOULD HERE!
CALL 802-388-4944 CALL 802-388-4944 

DO YOU DO YOU 
PAINT HOUSES?PAINT HOUSES?

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

TAXES

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting

plumbing
property management
registration assistance
renewable energy

roofing
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
storage

surveying
taxes
tree service
wood heating

SURVEYING

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

CHECK US
OUT

ONLINE AT
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

LOOK HERE FIRST!!

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

PLUMBING

PAINTING

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Made You Look
Imagine what
this space
could do for
your business

GETGET
RESULTS!RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC
JEANNE MILLER (802) 349-8483 • roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com

2877 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven, VT. 05472

SAVE A TRIP TO THE DMVSAVE A TRIP TO THE DMV
Don’t drive to Rutland or Montpelier!

We can register all makes and models of cars, 
trucks, campers, trailers, RVs and boats

here in Addison County!

Acorn Painting

Interior/
Exterior

Honest
Dependable

Fully 
Insured

Mike Dever • michael@acornpainting.com
802-453-5611  (c) 802-373-9176

Acorn Painting

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Serving Addison County
Call Us Today: (877) 777-7343

middleburyroofing.com
middleburyroofingvt@gmail.com

Slate Roof Specialists
S AV E  Y O U R  S L AT E  R O O F

Custom Copper • Standing Seam • Shingles 
Rubber • Chimneys • Siding • Windows

Senior Discount • Church Discount

Are you a
tax preparer?
We’ll help you reach

 more clients this 
tax season.

Email advertising@
addisonindependent.com 

to get started.

Spring into the season!

CALL 802-388-4944 OR EMAIL ADVERTISING@CALL 802-388-4944 OR EMAIL ADVERTISING@
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COMADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

TO ADVERTISE YOUR LAWN & GARDEN BUSINESS HERETO ADVERTISE YOUR LAWN & GARDEN BUSINESS HERE. . 
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Personals
M U H S  class of 76, Rod 
Gauthier PO box 84 New-
port, VT 05855. Anyone 
interested, please contact 
me.

Pub lic M eeting s
A L - A N O N  O F F E RS  H E L P 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking.  Mid-
dlebury hosts online meet-
ings, Sunday nights at 7:15 
pm and Wednesdays at 
1:30 pm.  Visit vermonta-
lanonalateen.org for the 
link and list of other meet-
ings in the region.  If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

A L C O H O L I C S  A N O N Y -
M O U S  in person meetings 
are available. For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

T H E  T U R N I N G  PO I N T  
C E N T E R of Addison Coun-
ty is temporarily closed.  
Due to COVID-19 we are 
now holding our meetings 
online. For up-to-date infor-
mation on how to access 
recovery services remotely 
please visit  https://turning-
pointaddisonvt.org/covid-
19-page-2/.’

V E R M O N T  S U PP O R T  
L I N E  Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E  
T H I N K E RS  Founded in 
1935 on the principle of one 
alcoholic helping another 
to achieve sobriety, A.A. 
is an effective and endur-
ing program of recovery 
that has changed count-
less lives.  A.A. has always 
been committed to making 
its program of recovery 
available to anyone,

anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

S ervices

M E L I S S A ’ S  Q U A L I T Y  
C L E A N I N G  Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

O D D  J O B S  lawn work, cut 
brush, some tree work. Call 
us we do other jobs too! 
802-999-2194 John

PRE G N A N T ?  Ultrasound 
conf i rmat ion, opt ions 
consultations, well-preg-
nancy education, mate-
rial resources.  All free 
of charge.  Here to help. 
Call 802.388.7272. Text 
802.858.5094

WE  B U Y  O L D  S T U F F  Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

C O N S T RU C T I O N : A D D I -
T I O N S ,  RE N O V A T I O N S  
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

C + I  D RY WA L L  and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

F ree

D I G I T A L  A C C E S S  View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

E X C E S S  N E WS PA PE RS ,  
G R E A T  for gardening.  
Keep grass and other 
weeds under control with 
newspapers. Printed with 
soy-based ink.  Newspa-
pers can also be used as 
a compost material, fire 
starter, wrapping paper, 
window cleaner and so 
much more! Available at 
The Addison Independent, 
58 Maple St. Middlebury; in 
the Marble Works. Office is 
open M-F, 9am-4pm.

F R E E  C A M P WO O D .  
You haul away. Monday 
- Wednesday pick up. 453-
2897.

H elp Wanted
A M E R I C A N  F L A T -
B RE A D  M I D D L E B U RY  
Hearth is hiring!  Offer-
ing good compensation, 
respectful co-workers, 
and great food.  We are 
hiring for multiple full time 
and part time positions 
including bar leader-
ship, daytime prep and 
evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth 
in a positive work envi-
ronment.  Please stop in 
for an application or email 
Joe at joe@americanflat-
bread.com. EOE.

K E E WA Y D I N  C A M P is 
looking for help with a 
wide variety of ground-
skeepers and mainte-
nance jobs, no experi-
ence necessary. M-F 
with a few Saturdays 
through October. Email 
lee@keewaydin.org or 
call 802.352.4447 lv msg

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large ✓$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

We have a critical shortage of Meals on Wheels volunteer drivers in Middlebury! 
Happiness knocks when you volunteer to deliver a meal! 

The moment you knock on that door, you make a connection. 
It might be a quick hello or a conversation, but the impact lasts a lifetime.

Time commitment is based on your availability – it can vary from one day a week to two days a month. 
Delivery is typically between 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Meals on Wheels Volunteers Needed!

To volunteer contact the Volunteer Office: 
volunteer@agewellvt.org or 802-662-5249

O pportunities O pportunities O pportunities O pportunities O pportunities O pportunities

Positions Available for Experienced Workers

�
Kitchen Line and Production Cooks

Housekeepers
Servers & Bar Staff
Lawn and Garden

The Waybury Inn is expecting a busy spring, summer and fall in 
2022 and is currently accepting applications for several positions. 

Openings are immediate and positions will begin by mid-April at 
the latest.  

Please email resumes to mgr@wayburyinn.com or mail to:

Waybury Inn
457 East Main St.

Middlebury, VT 05753

Applicants may follow up by calling 802-388-4015 
to request an interview.  

Thank you in advance for your interest and your hard work 
in our industry!

�e Center is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

PART-TIME SUMMER 
SUBSTITUTES

MJCC in Middlebury, VT, is seeking 
part-time summer substitutes to 
actively engage with children and 
support them in a variety of activities. 
A strong sense of responsibility and the 
ability to supervise children is required. 
Our classrooms are busy and require 
energy, a positive attitude, and a sense 
of adventure.

Please contact Dylan at
(802) 388-2853 or by

email dylan@mjccvt.org if interested.

Full-Time Lawn Care 
& 

Landscaping
Positions Available

Immediate positions available working 
Monday – Friday and some Saturdays.

Paid Holidays, partial uniforms, 
and competitive pay.   

Experience isn’t necessary 
but having a positive attitude, 

loving to work outside, 
and being reliable is.

To apply, call 802-352-9088
or stop by at 307 Kelly Cross Rd., 

Salisbury, VT 05769

Town of Middlebury 
Director of Public Works 

Planning and
Other Positions Available

�e Town of Middlebury, Vermont, has 
several public works positions available, 
including Director of Public Works Planning.

Detailed job advertisements and 
descriptions for these positions are 
available on the Town’s website, www.
townofmiddlebury.org.  

�e Town of Middlebury o�ers a 
competitive compensation and bene�ts 
packages.  Please send cover letter, resume 
and application to:  Town of Middlebury, 
Attn:  Crystal Grant, Executive Assistant to 
the Town Manager, Town O�ces, 77 Main 
Street Middlebury, VT 05753, or e-mail to 
ManagersO�ce@townofmiddlebury.org 
for prompt consideration.  Candidates are 
encouraged to apply as soon as possible.

�e Town of Middlebury
is an Equal Opportunity Employer

$1,000 SIGNING BONUS$1,000 SIGNING BONUS
Fleet Maintenance Technician

Are you interested in doing valuable work that supports our 
community and environment? Tri-Valley Transit (TVT) has 

been providing critical transportation needs for community 
members for more than 25 years. The essential function 

of the position is to ensure TVT vehicles are mechanically 
sound, safe, and clean.

Position Requires:
• Basic Maintenance Technician skills
• Experience with tires, brakes, exhaust, and other 

preventative maintenance 
• CDL Class C with Passenger Endorsement, Onsite 

CDL training available for the right candidate
• Ability to lift 50lbs & push/pull 75lbs
• Willingness to learn new skills
• A high level of professionalism, attitude matters!
• Attention to detail
• Must have a good selection of automotive tools, 

specialty tools will be provided
• Must be a team player
• Bus detailing  
• May be asked to drive routes when needed

We offer a competitive salary and excellent 
benefits, including:

• Modern, well-equipped shop 
• 24 paid days off to start (Holidays & PTO) 
• 100% employer paid health insurance for the 

employee + funds towards deductible (HRA plan)
• Retirement plan with employer match
• Long & short-term disability insurance
• Life Insurance
• Access to low-cost dental and vision insurance 
• Employee Assistance Program 

Visit https://www.trivalleytransit.org/job-openings/ for more 
details and to complete an application. In addition, submit 
your resume to: kirstie@trivalleytransit.org.
Employment is contingent upon passing required background 
checks and pre-employment drug testing.

TVT is an AA/EO Employer

✓

✓

Addison Independent
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N O P B R O S  I S  s e e k i n g  
a p r of e s s i onal  c al f  c ar e /  
he i f e r  ca r e take r .   M u st  b e  
ab l e  to handl e  al l  asp e ct s 
of  ani m al  ca r e .  M u st  b e  a 
g ood b ar n ke e p e r  and b e  
on ti m e .  Se r i ou s i nq u i r i e s 
onl y .  P l e ase  ca l l  8 0 2 - 3 6 3 -
4 3 8 8 .

F o r  S a l e
1999 CL A S S  C CA M PE R .  
F or d E 4 5 0  tr u c k .  3 1 , 0 0 0  
m i l e s .  J am b or e e  m ode l .  
G ood c ondi ti on.  $ 1 9 , 9 9 5 .  
R e du ce d to $ 1 8 . 5 0 0 .   G o 
s ou th.  Sal l y  8 0 2 - 3 7 7 - 7 6 4 5 .

F o r  R e n t
B R I S T O L : Shar e  ne w e r  
hom e  w /  se ni or  m an w ho 
e n j o y s  w a l k s  &  s c e n i c  
dr i v e s .  R e du c e d r e nt of  
$ 3 0 0 / m o.  i n e xch ang e  f or  
c ook i ng  3  he al thy  m e al s /
w e e k  &  he l p i ng  ar ou nd the  
hou se .  P r i va te  ½  B A .  8 0 2 -
8 6 3 - 5 6 2 5  or  Hom e Shar e V -
e r m ont. or g  f or  ap p l i c ati on.  
I nte r v i e w ,  r e f s ,  b ac k g r ou nd 
ch e cks r e q .  E HO

S PE CT A CU L A R  2 B E D -
R O O M  r e ntal  on the  l ake  
i n L e i c e s te r .  C om p l e te l y ,   
n e w l y  r e m ode l e d.  L ong  
te r m  r e ntal .  He at,  e l e ct r i c-
i ty ,  p ar k i ng  i nc l u de d.  I nte r -
ne t av ai l ab l e .  $ 2 , 0 0 0 / m o.  
p l u s  de p os i t,  r e f e r e nc e s .  
A v ai l ab l e  J u ne  1 .  8 0 2 - 3 8 8 -
0 8 6 0 .  

D R Y ,  W I N T E R / S U M M E R  
S T O R A G E  S PA CE  i n A d-
di s on.  A v ai l ab l e  s tor ag e  
sp ace  i n m y b ar n f or  su m -
m e r / w i nte r  s tor ag e .  T he  
b ar n i s st r u ct u r al l y so u nd 
and w e athe r - t i g ht  w i th 
e l e ct r i ci ty .  N o he at or  r u n-
ni ng  w ate r .  T he  b ar n i s  al s o 
av ai l ab l e  f or  l e as e .  T he  e n-
tr anc e  door  m e as u r e m e nts  
ar e  8 ’  w i de  b y 7 ’  hi g h.  F or  
m or e  i nf o:  8 0 2 - 3 6 3 - 3 4 0 3  
or  r oc hon_ m @ y ahoo. c om .

V E R G E N N E S  W I L L O W  
A PA R T M E N T S  I s  c u r r e ntl y  
taki ng  w ai tl i st  ap p l i ca ti ons 
f or  1  and 2  b e dr oom  ap ar t-
m e nts .   N o  s m ok i ng / no 
p e t s .   I nc om e  l i m i t s  ap -
p l y -  R e nt r ate  b as e d on 
i nc om e .   E q u al  Hou s i ng  
O p p or tu ni ty  8 0 2 - 2 4 7 - 0 1 6 5  
T T Y :  8 0 0 - 2 5 3 - 0 1 9 1 .   w w w .
Su m m i tP M G . co m .

M I D D L E B U R Y ,  O F F  CA M -
PU S  H O U S I N G  ava i l ab l e .  
8 0 2 - 3 8 8 - 4 8 3 1 ,  A J  N e r i  
P r op e r ty R e ntal s.

V E R G E N N E S  V A L L E Y  
V I E W  A PA R T M E N T S  i s 
c u r r e ntl y  tak i ng  w ai t l i s t ap -
p l i c ati ons .   O c c u p ants  m u s t 
b e  6 2 +  ye ar s of  ag e .   N o 
sm oki ng /  N o p e ts.  I nco m e  
l i m i ts ap p l y -  R e nt b ase d 
on i nc om e .  E q u al  Hou s i ng  
O p p or tu ni ty .   8 0 2 - 2 4 7 - 0 1 6 5  
T T Y :  8 0 0 - 2 5 3 - 0 1 9 1  w w w .
Su m m i tP M G . co m .

L O O K I N G  T O  R E N T : P r o-
f e s s i onal  f e m al e  s e e k i ng  1  
b e dr oom ,  f i r st  f l oor  ap ar t-
m e nt or  sm al l  2  b e dr oom  
hou s e .  M i ddl e b u r y  or  W e y -
b r i dg e  9 7 8 - 9 0 7 - 2 1 7 4

W a n t  t o  R e n t
A R E  Y O U  L O O K I N G  f o r  
s o m e o n e to l ook  a f t e r  
yo u r  hou se  w hi l e  on va ca -
ti on?  W ou l d l i ke  to r e nt a 
hou s e  f or  2 - 7  J u l y  2 0 2 2  
ne ar  M i ddl e b u r y ,  C or nw al l ,  
B r i dp or t,  B r i st ol  and othe r  
s u r r ou ndi ng  ar e as .  M i ddl e -
b u r y b or n and r ai se d.  R e -
tu r ni ng  to M i ddl e b u r y  f or  
J u l y  4 th v ac ati on.  T he r e  
ar e  1 0  p e op l e ,  7  adu l t s  
and 3  c hi l dr e n.  C hi l dr e n 
ag e s 1 0 ,  1 3  and 1 6 .  Have  
s e v e r al  l oc al  r e f e r e nc e s .  
W e  ar e  al l  non- s m ok e r s .  
M y hu sb and and I  r e si de  
i n F r e de r i ck sb u r g  V i r g i ni a.  
T he  othe r  tw o f am i l i e s ar e  
m y  dau g hte r s  and the i r  
f am i l i e s.  P l e ase  e m ai l  m e  
at  r r i s h e l l @ v e r i z on. ne t .  
T hank yo u .

A t t .  F a r m e r s
E X CE L L E N T  Q U A L I T Y  
1S T  c u t,  w r ap p e d b al e ag e ,  
l ar g e  s q u ar e  b al e s  dr y  hay .  
She l b u r ne ,  V e r m ont.  C al l  
A ndy  8 0 2 - 5 9 8 - 6 0 6 0 .  A nal y -
s i s  av ai l ab l e  u p on r e q u e s t.

F O R  S A L E : S A W D U S T  
de l i v e r e d.   8 5  c u b i c  y ar d 
l oads.  G r e e n &  D r y .   C al l  
P au l  f or  p r i ci ng .   8 0 2 - 6 2 3 -
6 7 3 1 .

S M A L L  S Q U A R E  B A L E S  
$ 3 . 5 0 .   E x c e l l e nt r ou nd 
b al e s  $ 3 0 . 0 0 .   C al l  8 0 2 -
3 7 7 - 5 4 5 5 .

W H I T N E Y ’ S  C U S T O M  
F A R M  W O R K  P ond ag i -
tati ng ,  l i q u i d m anu r e  hau l -
i ng ,  dr ag  l i ne  ae r ati ng .  C al l  
f or  p r i ce .  4 6 2 - 2 7 5 5 ,  Jo hn 
W hi tne y .

W a n t e d

W A N T E D : C om i c  B ook s .  
C al l  D avi d 8 5 7 - 2 1 0 - 5 0 2 9 .

L I O N S  CL U B  N E E D S  g ood 
i te m s f or  the i r  annu al  au c-
ti on.   P l e as e  no ap p l i anc e s  
or  e l e c tr oni c s .   C al l  f or  p i c k  
u p ,  3 8 8 - 7 1 2 4 .   He l p  u s ,  
he l p  othe r s.

CLASSIFIEDS
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ADDISON  CENTRAL

SCHOOL
ADDISON CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

PAYROLL COORDINATOR
The Addison Central School District Superintendent’s Office
is seeking a responsible person as the Payroll Coordinator.

The successful candidate must be a team player and have excellent interpersonal, 
communication and organizational skills.  Candidates must have computer and 
software knowledge and proven proficiency in the Microsoft environment, including file 
management, Word and Excel, and have experience with automated software systems 
and knowledge of basic office procedures and common office equipment.  Experience 
processing payroll in a school setting is preferred.  Associate’s degree or equivalent 
training and experience from which comparable skills and knowledge are acquired is 
a requirement.
Essential functions include:
• Interpret and implement policies and government regulations affecting payroll 

processes
•  Process bi-weekly payroll and W-2’s
• Process quarterly reporting to local and state agencies i.e. (941’s, VMERS/VSTRS 

reporting).
• Make necessary journal entries for payroll accounts per direction of the Business 

Manager
• Process monthly benefits invoices (health, dental, life insurances, 403b payments etc.)
• Assist in the distribution of information as directed
• Assists in the preparation and submission of various reports

To apply, send a letter of interest, resume and three letters of reference through 
Schoolspring. Applications accepted until the position is filled
 with consideration to applications received by April 1, 2022.

EVENING VAN
DRIVERS NEEDED

Looking for rewarding
part time work?

Excellent drivers needed to bring members 
of our adult day care center home.

Work one or more early
evenings (6-8pm)  Monday-Friday.

Additional hours available.
Friendly and caring work environment.

Send letter of interest and resumé to:
mail@elderlyservices.org

or mail to 
PO Box 581, Midd., VT 05753.

You may also complete the application 
available at elderlyservices.org. 

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maple�elds.com

Looking for work in your hometown?
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

THE MEADOWS
M iddlebury, V T

We are currently 
accepting applications 

for our waiting list.
E ligible applicants pay 
30%  of their adjusted 

income for rent.
For more information, 
please write or call the 

rental management agent.

Real-Net
Management, Inc.

26 Court Street
Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4994
EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate 
advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to 
the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national 
origin, sexual orientation, 
or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real 
estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-
8590. For the Washington, 
DC area please call HUD 
at 426-3500.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

H e l p  W a n t e d H e l p  W a n t e d

We are seeking a sta� person to be a 
part of our Outreach team,

which provides support to young 
families through center and home-
based services. Position includes 

individual and group work 
opportunities, collaboration

with community agencies
and home visiting. MSW preferred or 
a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree in a 
related �eld is required. Great working 

environment and bene�ts!
Total are hours negotiable.

Please send a resume and cover le�er, 
along with 3 references

to Donna Bailey at
dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org

Outreach Position

MARKETING & ADVERTISING 
ACCOUNT MANAGER

Join us as we pursue 
excellence in local media!

The Addison Independent is hiring a dynamic 
individual with boundless creative energy and an 

optimistic desire to help local businesses. 

A SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE WOULD HAVE:

• A passion and drive to help local businesses pursue 
effective marketing and advertising platforms.

• A tenacious drive to support and grow sales.  

• An outgoing personality eager to meet and  help 
develop effective marketing plans for area  businesses.

• Excellent communication skills and comfort  
conducting business over email, phone, and  in person. 

• Exceptional organization skills and the capacity to help 
clients navigate the field of options  effectively.

Full time position offering generous 
benefits, a flexible schedule and 
room for self-direction, as well as 
the opportunity to join a cheerful, 

family-owned company in 
Middlebury

If this is you, 
let Christy know!

Christy Lynn, Director of Sales
58 Maple St. Middlebury, VT 05753
christy@addisonindependent.com

And, we 
love our 

pets!

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

It’s against the law to 
discriminate

when advertising housing

Let us help you sift through the complexities of 
the Fair Housing Law. Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison Independent at (802) 
388-4944.

Talk to our sales professionals.

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You can’t say “no children” 
or “adults only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government 
is watching for such discrimination.

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Addison Central School District is seeking 
a full-time School Nutrition Manager. 
The successful candidate should have 
experience in preparing nutritional meals, 
breakfast and lunch, and managing a meals 
program for 30-55 students preferred. The 
candidate must also be organized, have 
strong communication, collaborative and 
computer skills, as well as an interest in 
participating in school wide health and 
nutrition initiatives.  If you have questions, 
please contact Laura LaVacca at llavacca@
acsdvt.org.

This position is a school year position 
with the potential to work in our summer 
program. Addison Central School District 
offers competitive wages. 

Employee benefits include:

- Health, Dental, Life, AD&D, Long Term   
Disability coverage
- Contribution to up to a family health 
insurance plan, contribution to a Health 
Savings Account, or a Health Reimburse-
ment Arrangement 
- Access to a flexible spending account
- Single dental insurance plan funded by 
the school district with the option to pur-
chase dependent coverage
- Long term disability plan with a 90-day 
elimination period, benefit pays 66 2/3% 
of salary, funded by the school district
- Life insurance valued at $30,000, fund-
ed by the school district

Other Benefits:
- Retirement annuity match of up to 5% 
of salary
- Employee Assistance Program

Apply by submitting a letter of interest, 
resume, and three current reference letters 

via School Spring or send to:
Peter Burrows, Superintendent
Addison Central School District

49 Charles Avenue
Middlebury, VT 05753

 Applications will be accepted until the 
position is filled.

E.O.E.

ADDISON CENTRAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT

 2022-2023
SCHOOL NUTRITION 

MANAGER

F o r  R e n t

W a n t  t o  R e n t

H e l p  W a n t e d H e l p  W a n t e d

F o r  R e n t F o r  R e n tH e l p  W a n t e d

H e l p  W a n t e d

H e l p  W a n t e d H e l p  W a n t e d H e l p  W a n t e d H e l p  W a n t e d
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Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

Join Our Team!
Learn and grow in a beautiful work environment dedicated to 

deepening the connection between farm and table

Open positions right now include:
Market Team Member
Barista
Line Cook
Pastry Cook
Kitchen Porter
Dining Room Server
Dining Room Host
Busser/Runner

2766 Mt. Philo Road, Charlotte, Vermont, 05445
(802) 539-2147 | philoridgefarm.com

We offer competitive benefits:
Paid time off 
Health care 
Staff meal 
Employee discounts
Training for new hires
Educational opportunities
Flexible scheduling

Middlebury Agway  338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

PT/FT Cashier -  Customer Service
Immediate Openings available.  Must be able to work until 6pm Week-

days and Weekends a MUST.  Approximately 20 - 35hrs per week.
Wage commensurate with experience. 

Please send Resumes to info@middleburyagway.com or Fill out Application 
at Middlebury Agway, 338 Exchange Street, Middlebury VT.

Please no phone calls.

Warehouse and Yard Worker  -  PT/FT  Position available
Warehouse Worker Job Purpose: Loading and Assisting with Customer 
Orders from the Yard, Warehouse and Store, Stocking Shelves and Filling 
Propane Tanks.
Skills/Qualifications: Ability to lift 50lbs repeatedly throughout the day 
Weekends and dependability a MUST!  Preferable age 18+.

Please fill out an application in person.
Middlebury Agway - 338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

60 North Pleasant Street, Middlebury VT

Food service Amatos Coordinator

Must be � exible to learn 
all shifts and train sta� , 
inventory scheduling, 

and work with the Store 
Managers  with hiring. 

Full bene� ts paid vacation and sick 
time, o� er medical, dental,

 401k and supplemental insurance. 

Apply at Maple� elds.com/employment

Seeking a full-time employee
Stonewood Farm is a large scale

Turkey farm located in Orwell Vermont.  
We are seeking a full time employee

who can perform a variety of tasks, such 
as operating and maintaining tractors/
heavy machinery (field work, loader 

operation, oil changes, greasing, etc…), 
and other various farm tasks.

Experience preferred.
Contact Peter Stone
at 802-377-9879 or

stone@stonewoodfarm.com.

A & W in Middlebury is 
opening for the season and 
looking for cooks, fountain 
workers and carhop servers. 
Please send resume

to Gail Daha,
c/o Greg’s Market,

658 Exchange Street
Middlebury, VT 05753 or 
call Gail at 802-989-7651.

We’re seeking a meticulously organized, energetic 
and positive individual to be the Race Director 

for the Middlebury Maple Run. 

Part time position starting in April and ramping 
up until race day in early October.

Be a part of a dedicated team working to keep 
this event thriving in downtown Middlebury.

Ready for a RACE?

To apply, email Christy Lynn at 
christy@addisonindependent.com
with a letter of interest and resume. 

Are you a lover of 
psychology?

Do you have a passion to use 
what you know in the service of 
creating better lives for people 
less fortunate than yourself?

Then you belong with us!  Specialized 
Community Care is an organization that 
serves people with intellectual disabilities 

who have complex psychological, 
psychiatric, and behavioral issues in 

community based models. 
We need you to help us carry out

and expand our mission.  
Pay rates are based on skill set, minimum 

pay is $14/hr for no experience.

If you have the passion,
we will train.
Contact us at

humanresources@sccvt.org
or by phone at 802-388-6388.

Account Manager 
(Sales)

Vermont Soap in Middlebury is looking 
for a motivated, outgoing and highly 
organized individual to join our sales 
team. 

Must have excellent written and verbal 
communication skills and possess 
strong knowledge of Microsoft and Excel 
programs. Previous sales experience a 
plus. Some benefits include weekends 
off, paid vacation time, paid holidays 
and 401k. 

Submit cover letter and resume to 
nichole@vermontsoap.com.

38 Pond Lane, Middlebury

*NO Heavy Lifting*
*Flexible Schedules*

As we near our busy season, 
Seedsheets is looking for seasonal 

help in processing customer orders. 
We are looking for team members 

with strong attention to detail and a 
desire to create a great product for 

our customers.
Primary business hours are 8:00-5:00, 

but flexibility on days and hours
can be discussed.

Please email: jobs@seedsheets.com 
for more information.

Seasonal Help 
Needed

Looking for extra 
income this spring?

$18 an hour

Send us your pet!
news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of
 the week

H elp  W anted H elp  W anted

made you look.
imagine what white space 

can do for you.

Town of Bristol 
Public Works Department 

The Town of Bristol is seeking qualified 
candidates to join the 5-member Public 
Works Department.  Bristol (pop. 3,894) 
is a steadily growing, vibrant community.  
The Public Works Department supports 
the community and other departments 
in many ways beyond maintaining roads, 
sidewalks, and equipment.  

The Public Works Employee is 
responsible for plowing and sanding 
roads, repairing roads and drainage 
systems, roadside mowing, grading, 
brush and tree removal, sign installation, 

flagging, routine equipment maintenance, chainsaw operation, heavy 
equipment operation, such as a grader, backhoe, and loader; follow 
applicable safety protocols, and other duties as assigned by the Public Works 
Foreman. The position is full-time, and requires a flexible schedule, which 
will vary with weather and emergencies and may include nights, weekends, 
and holidays.  Class B CDL required.  Compensation commensurate with 
qualifications and experience.  A pre-employment drug test and adherence 
to federal drug and alcohol testing requirements will be required.

The ideal candidate would also qualify as Assistant Foreman.  The Assistant 
Foreman would be able to perform all the duties of the Public Works 
Employee, with added leadership and management responsibilities in 
the absence of the Foreman and to provide support to the Foreman.  Must 
be computer literate and be able to communicate via e-mail and Zoom. 
Compensation commensurate with qualifications and experience.  

Competitive benefits package.  The Town is offering a sign-on bonus of 
$2,500, with half paid up front and the other half after six months.  Detailed 
job descriptions are available at www.bristolvt.org.  

The Town of Bristol is an equal opportunity provider and employer and does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, religion, gender, or familial status.

The position will be open until filled.  To apply, please e-mail, mail, or drop 
off a resume and three references by the end of the day 

Thursday, April 21, 2022
to townadmin@bristolvt.org with Bristol Public Works Employee in the 

subject line or send to:
Bristol Public Works Employee Search

P.O. Box 249
Bristol, VT 05443

CLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent
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Encourages students to Encourages students to 

Celebrate Safely
It’s an important night. Have fun! Be safe.It’s an important night. Have fun! Be safe.

In collaboration withIn collaboration with

Enter our P rom P roject Raf f le!
P rizes include:

Salon Gift CardsSalon Gift Cards
CorsagesCorsages
BoutonnieresBoutonnieres
Local Restaurant Gift CardsLocal Restaurant Gift Cards

DrawingDrawing
April 22April 22

Visit participatingVisit participating
business locations to enter!business locations to enter!

SHEAR           CUTS
Hollyhocks Flowers

To learn more, contact Director of Advocacy, Jesse BrooksTo learn more, contact Director of Advocacy, Jesse Brooks
at jesse@unitedwayaddisoncounty.org or call 802-388-7189at jesse@unitedwayaddisoncounty.org or call 802-388-7189
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n the summer of 2019, during a college 
scouting trip in New York City, Kristen 
Ginsburg and her daughter Eden visited the 
New York Public Library for the Performing 
Arts and watched a recording of the 
Broadway musical “Tuck Everlasting.”

Ginsburg had 
loved the original 
children’s novel 
with its beautiful 
descriptions and 

intriguing characters. She’d loved reading it to 
Eden and her younger sister, Ellie, when they 
were little. And she wanted very much for this 
musical to not be awful.

It wasn’t, she’s glad to report. Quite the 
opposite, in fact.

“It’s a gem of a show,” Ginsburg said. “The 
women in it are strong and interesting, which 
is why I think I was drawn to it. The music is 
gorgeous. And it’s fun.”

Ginsburg had been casting about for theater 
ideas and wondered about staging “Tuck 
Everlasting” at Town Hall Theater someday. But 
she was hesitant. She’d directed theater for the 
Middlebury Community Players (MCP) in the 
past, but never a musical.

“I’m not sure I can do this,” she told Eden.

Eden smiled. “Of course you can,” she said.

WHEEL OF TIME
Based on the bestselling children’s classic 
by Natalie Babbitt and adapted for the stage 
by Claudia Shear and Tim Federle, “Tuck 
Everlasting” features music by Chris Miller and 
Nathan Tysen.

Set in the 1890s in the sleepy town of Tree 
Gap, N.H., it tells the story of 11-year-old 
Winnie Foster. Winnie, who yearns for a life 
of adventure beyond her white picket fence, 
gets more than she bargained for when she 
accidentally discovers the magic behind the 
Tuck family’s never-ending youth.

SEE MUSICAL ON PAGE 3

Sweet musical gets a second chance at life

CHRISTOPHER
 ROSS

BY

After the show was put on hold in the spring of 2020 because of the pandemic, the cast of “Tuck Everlasting” works out a big show-stopping number in a recent rehearsal. The 
MCP production opens at Town Hall Theater on April 14. Pictured, left to right, are, front row: Mary Cosgrove and Rachael Nagy-Benson; back row: Jade Edwards, Sarah Heath, 
Lonny Edwards, Mara Urban, Kai Correll, Ethan DeWitt, Ella Kozak and Kathleen Smith..  PHOTO / DAVID DEVINE
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Local art teacher’s painting on display in NYC

CSD art teacher Eileen Gombosi’s 
art work has been selected by 
the Flag Project for display at 
Rockefeller Center in New York City 
for the month of April. This year, 
the Flag Project teamed up with 
the United Nations Environment 
Programme and the Climate 

Museum to select art on the theme “Only 
One Earth.” The exhibit features artists from 
across the globe. Their artwork will be printed 
on eco-friendly flags which will fly around the 
iconic ice rink this April.

“The flags feature images that reflect a healthy 
and sustainable environment,” Gombosi said. “I 
view my art as a voice for the Earth, so it was a 
perfect theme for me.”

The artist’s piece “The Phytoplankton” was 
selected to be represented on a flag. 

“My art is a large-scale and close-up look 
at phytoplankton in the ocean,” Gombosi 
explained. “I used the medium of oil paints 
and showed the beautiful colors and shapes 
of the plankton that gives us half the oxygen 
we breathe! If you saw the painting in person, 
you would feel like you could dive in and swim 
with the plankton, as I used a thick application 
of paint with lots of movement.

“The painting is one in a series of 18 
paintings featuring creatures of the ocean 
adversely affected by climate change,” she 
continued. “I speak with my art to make a 
positive change for the Earth. I think of this 

as art-activism. I carry this into the school art 
studio with my students. We discuss ways 
we can create art to reflect positive social 
change and environmental sustainability… I 
approach my art with both humility and hope; 
that is, we as humans have put ourselves in 
this predicament of a warming planet. We as 
humans have the power to rise above this if we 
can make some important changes. My hope 

is to have my art promote this change with 
the dignity and beauty the living organisms 
affected by climate change deserve.”

Visit rockefellercenter.com/events/flag-
project-2022 or follow @rockefellercenter on 
social media channels to see more.

— Elsie Lynn Parini

A

Eileen Gombosi’s art work “The Phytoplankton” was selected by the Flag Project” to be displayed on a flag at 
Rockefeller Center in New York City for the month of April. 

CROWDS
Are coming back!

(802) 388-4944
news@addisonindependent.com

ARTS+LEISURE

Have a gig?
Let us help you 
spread the news.
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MUSICAL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

As she gets to 
know the family, 
Winnie comes 
to understand 
how painfully 
complicated 
their secret is. 
When an evil 

opportunist gets wind of the secret and schemes 
to exploit and profit from it, Winnie joins the 
Tucks in a fight to keep the world safe from a 
kind of knowledge it’s not ready to possess. In 
the end, Winnie faces an extraordinary choice: 
return to her life, or continue with the Tucks on 
their immortal journey.

A PROMISE
Ginsburg assembled a production team, cast the 
roles and started rehearsing the show in January 
2020. Opening night was scheduled for the first 
week of May.

Then the pandemic hit.

At first MCP put “Tuck Everlasting” on hold, 
hoping the show could be rescheduled for the 
summer, but it soon became clear that wouldn’t 
be possible. Still, the production team was not 
about to throw away their shot.

“We really wanted to bring it back whenever we 
could,” Ginsburg said. “So we promised ourselves 
we would not drop it.”

They kept the conversation going over the next 
year and a half, and when it started to seem 
like it might be safe to hold socially distanced 
rehearsals with a masked and fully vaccinated cast, 
they began to reassemble. It wasn’t always easy, 

Ginsburg said. Some of the original cast members 
were no longer available so new auditions had to 
be scheduled. And some of the younger original 
cast members were ... growing up.

Sarah Lucille Heath has resumed her principal 
role as the 11-year-old “Winnie Foster.” Heath 
was 14 when she was originally cast. Now she’s 
16 going on 17. “Sarah has grown as an actor over 
that time,” Ginsburg said. “She really embodies 
Winnie.” At the same time, “it can be harder to 
get into the space of being 11 years old.”

Observing this dynamic, Ginsburg has gained a 
new appreciation for how the show explores the 
theme of aging.

I SEE YOU
Nothing about the pandemic is making life 
easy for the current cast and crew of “Tuck 
Everlasting.” Making sure everyone stays healthy 
has been the number one priority — and the 
number one anxiety. There are no understudies 
in community theater, so if an actor tested 
positive for COVID and couldn’t perform onstage, 
it could have a significant impact on the show. 
The cast only very recently got the chance 
to rehearse at Town Hall Theater, where the 
ventilation made it safe to remove their masks.

“It wasn’t until they got onstage that they 
realized how disconnected they’ve been all this 
time, not being able to see each other’s facial 
expressions,” Ginsburg said.

Audiences may find that their collective 
experiences during the pandemic will resonate 
in some ways with the things “Tuck Everlasting” 
asks them to think about.

“As the show progresses you learn how isolated 
and disjoined the Tuck family is,” Ginsburg said. 
“And then Winnie stumbles into their lives and 
brings them out of their isolation. They spend 
time with her and rediscover that life is worth 
living.”

Their stories allow for the same kind of reflection 
some of us may have gone through as we 
experienced our own sense of isolation during 
the pandemic, she said.

A GIFT
Other moments, theater moments, stand out 
by themselves, independent of the pandemic, 
like when in rehearsal Ethan DeWitt, who plays 
“Miles Tuck,” sings the song “Time,” and everyone 
cries.

Ginsburg laughed when she told the story. “Every 
time,” she said. “We all cry.”

And magic can be found throughout the show.

Sometimes it’s simple, as when the remote-
controlled toad that Buzz Kuhn made especially 
for the production hops away. Sometimes it’s 
more complex, as in the final scene, when lives 
are reviewed and stories are brought to an end 
using only the language of music and dance.

“It really is a beautiful, life-affirming show,” 
Ginsburg said. “To be able to share something 
like this is such a gift. It feels like a coming 
together, a coming back from COVID. Theater 
feels new and shiny and fun again.”

“Tuck Everlasting” opens April 14. For ticket 
information visit townhalltheater.org. 

The cast of “Tuck Everlasting” was chosen more than two years ago, but after the production was put on hold 
because of the pandemic, some of the younger actors had grown a little older than the characters they originally 
expected to play. In the end, director Kristen Ginsburg says the change in the actors over time helps her understand 
the them of aging in the show.. PHOTO / DAVID DEVINE

Kai Correll and Sarah Heath run through a dance in a 
rehearsal of “Tuck Everlasting” at Town Hall Theater 
last week. PHOTO / DAVID DEVINE
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ARIES: March 21-April 20. Aries, daydreams 
could tempt you away from your work this 
week. Try to stay grounded, but explore creative 
pursuits. Make time on 
your schedule for such 
activities.

TAURUS: April 21-
May 21. Taurus, call a 
meeting with business 
partners or prospective 
partners and embrace 
creative collaboration 
this week. Being part 
of a team will get the 
ideas fl owing.  

GEMINI: May 22-June 
21. Gemini, professional 
goals can become a 
reality this week, as the 
stars are aligned with 
the sector that governs 
career matters. Go 
after the work you want 
promptly.

CANCER: June 22-July 
22. Take time to analyze 
any dreams that you 
remember, Cancer. 
Symbolism or images 
could provide clues to 
events in the waking 
world as well. 

LEO: July 23-Aug. 
23. Start to purge any 
feelings or emotional 
baggage that isn’t 
serving you well, Leo. 
This may be a time to 
reconsider relationships, 
particularly if they aren’t 
benefi tting you.

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 22. 
Virgo, positive vibes at your place of employment 
will help you appreciate you are earning a living. 
Utilize this positive energy as motivation to 
complete a key project.

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23. Libra, you may have 
creative goals spinning around in your head, but 
this is the time to bring some structure to those 

ideas. Ask a friend for 
help in that matter.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-Nov. 
22. Don’t be afraid to 
call the shots right now, 
Scorpio. Whether you’re 
ruling the roost at home 
or taking a place of 
authority at work, you 
want to be in control. 
Some may protest.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23-Dec. 21. Sagittarius, 
you may be tempted 
so share strong 
opinions on a subject 
with a few other 
people. Just don’t be 
too headstrong or you 
risk a squabble among 
friends.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22-Jan. 20. A cosmic 
alliance in the sector of 
your chart governing 
money fi nds you on 
solid fi nancial ground, 
Capricorn. Make the 
most of this experience 
while you can.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 
21-Feb. 18. Aquarius, 
expect to benefi t from 
your quick wit and 
passionate way of 
speaking this week. 
Whether you’re leading 
a work meeting or 
socializing with friends, 
good things are coming.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 20. Impulsive energy is 
swirling around you, Pisces. Maintain your focus 
and make a concerted eff ort to spend wisely.

Cosmic Forecast

OPEN: M-F 10-5 and Saturday 9:30-4

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

SPRING CLEANING
COUPON

OFFER EXPIRES April 30, 2022

$5 OFF
Sewing Machine Cleaning
Includes: Check Motor, Timing & Tension

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

Happy Easter! 
We have lilies,

cut flowers, chocolates, 
centerpieces 

& more!

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Spring has sprung!
Time to cast on a

warm weather knit!
Tue.-Thurs 11am-5pm

Fri-Sat. 10am-5pm

APRIL 7 — Billie Holiday, jazz singer (d)
APRIL 8 — Barbara Kingsolver, author (67)
APRIL 9 — Paul Robeson, singer, actor, Civil Rights 
activist (d)

APRIL 10— Jospeh Pulitzer, journalist (d)
APRIL 11 — Percy Lavon Julian, chemist (d)
APRIL 12 — John Krakauer, journalist (68)
APRIL 13 — Eudora Welty, writer (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 14

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

NORTHERN DAUGHTERS FINE ART GALLERY
221 Main Street, Vergennes — by appointment only.
Visit northerndaughters.com or call 802-877-2173 
for more info.

“Life in the Valley.” A solo exhibit of new work from 
Hannah Sessions that brings her viewers into sacred 
moments of life in rural Vermont. There is a beautiful depth 
in values and distinct movement in this emotive body of 
work. On view March 15-April 30.

SPARROW ART SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury. 
Visit sparrowartsupply.com for more info. 

“Nice to Meet You,” is the Grand Opening Party exhibit for 
Sparrow Art Supply. This juried showcase features work 
by over 40 local artists across all mediums. The exhibit will 
remain on view through April 24.

PHOTOPLACE GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury. 
Visit photos@photoplacegallery.com or call 802-388-4500 
for more info.

“Botanical.” This exhibit was juried and curated by Lee 
Anne White. Artists responded to the call for images that 
capture the beauty and unique character of plants. Thirty-
fi ve images were selected for exhibition in the gallery and 
40 more for the digital gallery. On view through April 23. 

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center Street, Brandon. 
Visit brandonartistsguild.org or call 802-247-4956 for info.

“Vermont: In the Village,” will highlight what it’s like to 
work and play in Vermont’s villages. Members will share 
their individual perspective on the enduring charm of 
small Vermont villages: historic architecture, mountain 
views, delightful village greens, parades and other local 
festivities, and inviting places to dine and shop through a 
variety of mediums from painting to photography to fi ber 
arts. On view March 4-May 1.

EDGEWATER GALLERY AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more information.

“Open Air,” a solo exhibition featuring Hannah Bureau. 
“The paintings in this show have a lower horizon allowing 
for more sky, light, and air to create a bright atmosphere 
that feels open and fresh,” the artist said. On view April 15-
May 22.

EDGEWATER GALLERY ON THE GREEN
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2 0 2 2CALENDAR
THURSDAY, 
APRIL 7
THURSDAY NOON LENTEN 

SERIES IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, April 7, 
noon, St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, on the 
town green. George Matthew Jr., St. Stephen’s 
organist, will conclude this year’s concert series 
by performing his annual Orgelgebet (Organ 
Prayers) which tells the story of Holy Week 
through music. 

“BIG FISH: A MUSICAL” ON STAGE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, April 7, 7:30 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Join Middlebury 
College Musical Theatre for an evening with 
giants, mermaids, witches and werewolves for 
their production of the Broadway musical, “Big 
Fish!” Based on the best-selling novel by Daniel 
Wallace and Academy-award nominated film 
by Tim Burton, “Big Fish” tells the lavish story 
of Eddie Bloom, a small-town traveler with 
larger-than-life ambitions, and her laborious 
relationship with her adult son, Will Bloom. 
Tickets $10 adults/$5 students plus applicable 
fees, available at townhalltheater.org. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 8
“BACK TO EDEN” STUDENT PLAY IN RIPTON. 
Friday, April 8, 7:30 p.m., Ripton Community 
House, Route 125. The North Branch School 
will perform its annual theatrical production, 

a comedy-drama filled with music, conceived 
and written entirely by the students over the 
recent months. Current events work their way 
into the play as well, particularly the Russian war 
in Ukraine, and the climate crisis. Tickets $10, 
with three dollars from every ticket sold going to 
refugee relief in Ukraine. Open to the public. For 
more info at 802-388-3269.

“BIG FISH: A MUSICAL” ON STAGE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, April 8, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. See April 7 listing.

SATURDAY, APRIL 9
“BIG FISH: A MUSICAL” ON STAGE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, April 9, 2 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. See April 7 listing.

 “BACK TO EDEN” STUDENT PLAY IN RIPTON. 
Saturday, April 9, 7:30 p.m., Ripton Community 
House, Route 125. See April 8 listing.

SUNDAY, APRIL 10
“POETIC UNITY,” A VIRTUAL PIANO PROGRAM. 
Sunday, April 10, 3 p.m., live stream via Facebook 
and YouTube. Acclaimed Burlington-based 
pianist Claire Black offers an intimate recitals 
in celebration of her return to Vermont, where 
she first launched her musical career. Program 
features Clara Schumann’s Soirees Musicales, 
Op. 6 and Variations on a Theme of Robert 

Schumann, Op. 20, Robert Schumann’s Fantasie 
in C Major, Op. 17, and Beethoven’s Sonata in 
E-flat Major, Op. 27 No. 1. Suggested donation 
adults $20/children $5, payable by cash, Venmo, 
or PayPal. Virtual concert links at bit.ly/3t1THzs 
(Facebook) and bit.ly/3s66j9A (YouTube).

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13
“THE GUIDE” ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Wednesday, April 13, 1, 4 and 7 p.m., Marquis 
Theater, 65 Main St. This two-hour drama is set 
in the 1930s and revolves around an American 
boy, Peter, visiting Ukraine with his father, an 
American engineer, helping “build socialism.” 
This one-day screening will help to raise 
funds for the Ukraine Relief Fund. Admission 
is suggested $10 donation. In addition to all 
proceeds and donations from the screening 
going to the fund, the Marquis will also donating 
a portion of bar and concession proceeds to 
the fund. The organization manages donations 
and ensures they reach organizations working 
effectively in Ukraine and countries supporting 
Ukrainian refugees.

“THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM” VIRTUAL 
LECTURE SERIES IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, 
April 13, 7 p.m., Zoom, henrysheldonmuseum.
org/events. Can museums become 21st century 
public squares? How do arts organizations allow 
the public to experience and understand the 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

FITNESS
Balancing health and wellness creatively. 
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MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:
P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091

Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, April 8

Through the Night — Public Affairs
4 a.m.  Cannabis Control Board (CCB)
5:30 a.m. Racism in America
7:30 a.m Congregational Church   
  Service
10 a.m.  Selectboard, VT State House
4 p.m.  Memorial Baptist Church   
  Service
5:30 p.m. Energy Week
6:30 p.m. Growing Bright Futures
7 p.m.  Gov. Scott Weekly Update

Saturday, April 9
12 a.m.  Green Mountain Care   
  (GMC) Board
8:30 a.m. CCB
10 a.m.  Selectboard, Press Conferences
3 p.m.  Energy Week
4 p.m.  Memorial Baptist Service
5:30 p.m. Eckankar
7 p.m.  Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Racism in America
9:40 p.m. State House

Sunday, April 10
5 a.m.  Selectboard, Public Affairs
9 a.m.  Catholic Mass

10 a.m.  Energy Week
11 a.m.  Memorial Baptist Service
1 p.m.   Racism in America
3 p.m.   Growing Bright Futures
3:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition  
4 p.m.  Congregational Service
6:30 p.m. Eckankar 
7 p.m.  Catholic Mass
7:30 a.m. Gov. Scott

Monday, April 11
12 a.m.  CCB
8:30 a.m. Energy Week
9:30 a.m. Middlebury Edition
10 a.m.  Selectboard, Public Affairs
6 p.m.  GMC Board
10 p.m.  Racism in America

Tuesday, April 12
12 a.m. State House
9:30 a.m. Eckankar
10 a.m.  Selectboard, State House
3 p.m.  Energy Week
4 p.m.  Congregational Service
6 p.m.  Middlebury Edition
7 p.m.  Select-board, Public Affairs

Wednesday, April 13
4 a.m.  Middlebury Edition
7 a.m.  Growing Bright Futures

7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m.  Selectboard, Public Affairs
5 p.m.  Energy Week
7 p.m.  Selectboard, Public Affairs

Thursday, April 14
5 a.m.  Selectboard
8 a.m.  Congregational Service
12 p.m.  Selectboard, State House
8 p.m.  Energy Week
9 p.m.  Eckankar
10 p.m.  Gov. Scott

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, April 8

6 a.m.  Local School Board Meetings
7:11 a.m. Ryan Cochran Siegle
12 p.m.  Senior Moments - Eric Nielson
5 p.m.  All Things LGBTQ
6 p.m.  Vermont Journalism Conference
8 p.m.  Vermont Bach Ensemble

Saturday, April 9 
5 a.m.  All Things LGBTQ
6 a.m.  Vermont Journalism Conference
9 a.m.  Kids Yoga, yoga
10:15 a.m.Local School Board Meetings
3 p.m.  Charlie Nardozzi - Ecological 
  Gardening

5 p.m.  All Things LGBTQ 
6:30 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
8 p.m.  How Music Changed the   
  World
9 p.m.  OLLI - Joe Picard: Man of 
  the Land

Sunday, April  10
5 a.m.  All Things LGBTQ
6 a.m.  Ryan Cochran Siegle
6:15 a.m. Charlie Nardozzi 
8:30 a.m. Growing Bright Futures
12 p.m.  Havana Fairfax
1 p.m.  Vermont Journalism Conference
4 p.m.  Dr. John Campbell
6 p.m.   Local School Boards

Monday, April 11
12 a.m.  State Board of Education
6:30 a.m. Charlie Nardozzi 
8 a.m.  Kids Yoga, Yoga
9:19 a.m. First to Fall Book Reading
10:30 a.m.OLLI - Spring Spirits 2022
12 p.m.  Local School Boards
6 p.m.  Yoga Rest & Restore
8 p.m.  OLLI - Dan Lindner on   
  Songwriting

Tuesday, April 12
5 a.m.  First Wednesdays

6:35 a.m. New England Roadside   
  Ecology
8 a.m.  OLLI - Dan Lindner 
12 p.m.  All Things LGBTQ
1 p.m.  School Board Meetings
6 p.m.  The Artful World - Jazz   
  Festival 2021
8 p.m. How Music Changed the   
  World
9 p.m.  OLLI - Joe Picard

Wednesday, April 13
6 a.m.  How Music Changed the   
  World
7 a.m.  Yoga
8:08 a.m. Vermont Journalism Conference
11 a.m.  School Board Meetings
3:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
4:30 p.m. Charlie Nardozzi 
6 p.m.  OLLI - Joe Picard

Thursday, April 14
6 a.m.  All Things LGBTQ
7 a.m.  Yoga
9 a.m.  Nature & Gardening Programs
4 p.m.  Authors & Poets
5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
7 p.m.  School Board Meetings

multiple histories that inform contemporary 
life? These questions undergird the research 
of Ric Kasini Kadour, 2020-2021 Andy Warhol 
Foundation for the Visual Arts Curatorial 
Fellow. In “21st Century Public Squares,” he will 
speak about how artists can use historic sites, 
collections and archives to make work that 
contributes to civic discourse and heal social 
divisions.

“POLITICS, WOMEN, AND SLAVERY: THE MANY 
SIDES OF OUR THIRD PRESIDENT” IN EAST 
MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, April 13, 7 p.m., 
East Middlebury Methodist Church, 2 Church 
St. Bob Nixon, East Middlebury resident and 
Thomas Jefferson scholar, will discuss Jefferson, 
his politics, contradictions, and relationships 
with women during this public meeting. The 
talk is presented by the East Middlebury 
Historical Society and will. Donations will be 
accepted. More info contact Peggy Peabody 
at 802-388-2925 or sites.google.com/view/
emidhistoricalsociety/home.

THURSDAY, APRIL 14
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN BRISTOL. 
Thursday, April 14, 1 p.m., Bristol Trail Network. 
Plan for 2.5-3 hours for 3.4-mile section around 
Bristol’s historic areas. Total elevation gain is 
under 100 feet. Excellent options for snacks/
lunch in Bristol before or afterward. Boots and 
poles suggested. More info contact Porter Knight 
at knight@gmavt.net or 802-343-3920. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

“PATTERNS” DISCUSSION IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Thursday, April 14, 6:30-7:30 p.m., via Zoom or 
at Ilsley Public Library (depending on COVID 
conditions), 75 Main St. Watch the film in your 
own time, available through Kanopy, then join 
The Middlebury Community Classic Film Club 

for discussion. What happens when a young 
engineer is promoted to corporate headquarters 
only to find out that he is merely a pawn in the 
CEO’s scheme to replace an aging executive 
who fights for the firm’s workers? 

VERMONT READS PRESENTATION IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, April 14, 7 p.m., Dana 
Auditorium, 356 College St. Author and professor 
Sarah Henstra visits Vermont to discuss her 
novel in letters, “We Contain Multitudes.” The 
novel tells how two very different teenage boys 
fall in love after being paired as pen pals. While 
it touches on domestic violence, bullying, and 
opioid addiction, the novel is also a beautiful 
story of friendship. 

“TUCK EVERLASTING” ON STAGE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, April 14, 7:30 p.m., 
Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Middlebury 

Community Players present this musical based 
on the novel by Natalie Babbitt. Eleven-year-
old Winnie Foster yearns for a life of adventure 
beyond her white picket fence, but not until she 
becomes unexpectedly entwined with the Tuck 
Family does she get more than she could have 
imagined. As her adventure unfolds, Winnie 
faces an extraordinary choice: return to her 
life, or continue with the Tucks on their infinite 
journey. Assigned seating. Tickets: $23 adult, $18 
student, $10 each for groups of 10 or more, plus 
applicable fees. More info at townhalltheater.org.

FRIDAY, APRIL 15
“TUCK EVERLASTING” ON STAGE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, April 15, 7:30 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. See April 14 
listing.

SATURDAY, APRIL 16
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN BRISTOL. 
Saturday, April 16, 9 a.m., Bristol Trail Network. 
Plan for 2.5-3 hours for 3.4-mile section around 
Bristol’s historic areas. Total elevation gain is 
under 100 feet. Excellent options for snacks/
lunch in Bristol before or afterward. Boots and 
poles suggested. More info contact Porter Knight 
at knight@gmavt.net or 802-343-3920. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

“TUCK EVERLASTING” ON STAGE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, April 16, 7:30 p.m., 
Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. See April 14 
listing.

SUNDAY, APRIL 17
“TUCK EVERLASTING” ON STAGE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, April 17, 2 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. See April 14 listing.

picktop
CHECK OUT THE THREE 
SCREENINGS ON WEDNESDAY, 
APRIL 13, OF “THE GUIDE” AT 
THE MARQUIS IN MIDDLEBURY. 
THIS ONE-DAY EVENT WILL 
RAISE FUNDS FOR THE UKRAINE 
RELIEF FUND. THE MARQUIS 
WILL ALSO BE DONATING 
A PORTION OF BAR AND 
CONCESSION SALES. 

ADMISSION: SUGGESTED $10. 
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or a stunning display of blooms in early 
spring, most New England gardens 
would benefit from the addition of a 
remarkable perennial — the hellebore.

Among the first plants to herald spring, 
hellebores have gained huge popularity 
due to their many laudable qualities.

Hellebores are non-
invasive evergreen 
perennials coveted 

for their resistance to cold and their abundant, 
durable and colorful blooms. They can thrive 
for over two decades and are undeterred by 
hungry deer and rabbits.

Helleborus (hellebore) is a genus of about 20 
species of extremely cold-hardy herbaceous 
perennials in the Ranunculaceae (buttercup) 
family. This plant is native to mountainous 
regions of Southern and Central Europe from 
the eastern Alps through Germany, Austria, 
Switzerland and Italy to the northern Balkans.

One particular species, Helleborus orientalis, is 
commonly known as the Lenten Rose because 

it blooms during the weeks leading up to the 
Easter holiday. Helleborus orientalis cross-
pollinates well with other species of hellebores 
resulting in stunning specimens. 

During the 1980s and 1990s, devoted German 
and British breeders used Helleborus orientalis
to develop many stunning cultivars. These 
hybrid hellebores featured extraordinary colors 
from whites and greens to pinks and dark 
purples in single or double blossoms.

Hellebores have a relatively young history in the 
American garden. In the mid-1990s, American 
collectors caught the hellebore fever and 
gained national and international recognition for 
breeding exceptional cultivars.

Countless selections of hybrid hellebores are 
available to consumers, though they can be 
difficult to identify because many cultivars were 
incorrectly classified in the trade. This dilemma 
led to their reclassification as Helleborus x 
hybridus (where the × indicates that species 
have been crossed). Their former name, 
Helleborus orientalis hybridus, erroneously 
referred to a naturally occurring variety.

Hybrid hellebores grow into mounds up to 24 
inches tall and 30 inches wide. Although their 
foliage varies in shape and color, most share 
glossy palmate leaves with serrated leaflets. 

Their stunning, long-lived blooms are not 
flowers, but large colorful sepals that remain on 
the stems until the seeds mature. Although the 
blooms change color following pollination, they 
do not lose their aesthetic appeal.

Hybrid hellebores are easy to grow in U.S. 
Department of Agriculture plant hardiness 
zones 4-9. They thrive in partial shade in moist 
but well-drained soil. In New England, they can 
grow in full sun provided they receive sufficient 
moisture.

Hellebores tolerate most soils and will benefit 
from a yearly application of compost, preferably 
in the spring. You can plant them anytime from 
early spring through early fall to allow ample 
time for strong root growth.

When planting, take care to keep the crown at 
soil level by digging a hole as deep as the pot 
they came in. Burying the crown too deep will 
discourage blooms.

Loosen the root ball if needed, level the plant in 
the hole and water the roots. Continue to cover 
the roots with soil, taking care not to bury the 
crown. If you plan to spread mulch, be sure to 
keep it away from the crown. 

If your hellebore is established, consider 
pruning the previous year’s foliage to keep your 
plant looking fresh and to prevent the spread of 
diseases from the old leaves.

Creating a hybrid cultivar is a meticulous, 
time-consuming process that involves a lot of 
trial and error. Additionally, when grown from 
seeds a plant may take five to six years to reach 
marketable size.These factors have prompted 
many breeders to patent their cultivars and 
charge growers royalties and licensing fees, 
ultimately resulting in high consumer prices.

Although hellebores are pricey, don’t let this 
intimidate you from investing in such robust 
plants, especially ones that will take center 
stage in your shade garden for the next 20 
years.

GARDENER
A S K  A  M A S T E R

H E L L E B O R E S ,  H E R A L D  O F  S P R I N G

Nadie VanZandt is a 
UVM Extension Master 
Gardener from Panton.

One of the many species of hellebores, the spring-flowering Helleborus x ‘Rio Carnival’ produces beautiful pale yellow 
blooms with burgundy speckling. PHOTO / NADIE VANZANDT

NADIE
VANZANDT

BY

F
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re you ready for an early season 
gardening adventure?

Seed displays are prevalent right 
now in stores from garden shops 
to supermarkets. So grab a pack 
of seeds (or two or three) to start 
indoors. With a few basic supplies, 

by the time the 
weather is suitable 
for planting outside, 
you’ll have some 

home-grown additions ready for your garden.

The seed packet provides information on 
when to plant seeds for an early start on the 
gardening season. Usually it will suggest a 
number of weeks before the anticipated last 
frost date in your area. That date represents 
the earliest average date to plant outdoors.

Not sure when that is? Check out garden.org/
apps/frost-dates.

Select a container. Seed-starter trays with 
clear domed covers are available in various 
sizes, some with inserts for individual cells. 
You can even opt to recycle food or beverage 
containers you already have at home. Just be 
sure to punch or drill holes in them to allow 
drainage, and add a saucer for water.

Next, fill the container with seed-starting mix. 
You could also use potting soil, but never 
use garden soil because it’s too heavy for 
germinating seeds in containers. Another 
option is coir (coconut fiber) or peat pellets 
(which are compressed and expand when 
moistened). Whatever growing medium you 
choose, be sure to moisten it first. 

Sow seeds according to the guidelines on the 
seed packet. Gently cover seeds with growing 
mix and water lightly. If you’re starting more 
than one type of seed, be sure to add labels. 
You’ll thank yourself later.

Cover the container, either with the dome 
provided with the seed-starting tray or a clear 
plastic bag to keep the growing medium from 
drying out. It should remain moist but not wet.

If condensation appears, remove or vent the 
cover. Too much humidity can cause seeds 
to rot. Once seedlings emerge, remove the 
plastic to prevent failure due to “damping 
off” (see go.uvm.edu/damping-off for more 
information).

The seedlings will need light, lots of it. While 
a sunny windowsill may work, relying only on 
natural light can result in tall, spindly seedlings 
weakened by their efforts in search of more 
light. Using artificial light to supplement or 

replace sunlight provides a higher and more 
consistent level of light. Plan to leave lights on 
14-16 hours a day. 

Providing supplemental light can be as simple 
as hanging a shop light with a fluorescent bulb 
above the seed-starting tray. Grow lights are 
another option. Whatever you decide, adjust 
the height of the light above the seedlings to 
keep it no more than a few inches above them 
to ensure that they receive sufficient light.

As they grow, thin out excess seedlings, 
selecting the strongest and pinching off 
any others that will compete for water and 
nutrients. Once the seedlings develop their 
“true leaves,” they can be fertilized with a 
half-strength solution (based on package 
directions) when watering.

Before moving plants outside, they need to be 
hardened off by gradually introducing them 
to sunlight. To do so, move them outdoors 
during the day, at first in dappled shade and 
then gradually to more sun over the course of 
a week or two. 

Whether you start seeds because you want 
to grow an unusual variety not available as 
a plant or want to save money by starting 
multiple plants of the same kind, growing 
plants for your garden from seed is an easy 
and interesting addition to your gardening 
adventures. 

Learn the basics of starting seeds
Deborah J. Benoit is a 

UVM Extension Master 
Gardener from North 

Adams, Mass., who 
is part of Vermont’s 
Bennington County 

Chapter.

Many varieties of seeds can be successfully started indoors in potting soil or peat pellets with proper light and moisture. 

PHOTO / DEBORAH J. BENOIT

DEBORAH J.
BENOIT

BY

A

PLANT 
YOURSELF

HERE.
Reach readers who 
are interested in all 

things gardening and 
advertise on this page. 

Contact us today.

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T.C O M
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ACROSS
 1. Midway between 
south and southeast
 4. Celebrations
 9. Pulpits
14. Pin
15. Rare laughing
16. Parts of the 
circulatory system
17. Financial term
18. Pearl Jam frontman
20. Cores of vascular 
plants
22. Strong sharp smell 
or taste
23. City in S. Korea
24. One from 
Damascus
28. Short message at 
the end of an email
29. It cools your home
30. Towards the mouth 
or oral region

31. Intestinal pouches
33. Boys and men
37. The 12th letter of 
the Greek alphabet
38. Former CIA
39. A way to arrange
41. Body cavity
42. The Great Lake 
State
43. A type of seal
44. Stop for a moment
46. Ancient kingdom
49. Of I
50. White clerical 
vestment
51. Songs to a lover
55. Prices
58. Sun-dried brick
59. Where to park a 
boat
60. One who values 
reason and knowledge
64. Partner to feather

65. Sailboats
66. Actress Zellweger
67. Type of screen
68. Country singer 
Haggard
69. Puts together in 
time
70. When you hope to 
arrive

CLUES DOWN
 1. An involuntary 
muscular contraction
 2. PA transit system
 3. Leaves a place
 4. Sweet greenish fruit
 5. Lends support to
 6. Chap
 7. Singer Di Franco
 8. Water at boiling 
temperature diff used 
in the atmosphere
 9. Asserts to be the 

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 14.

case
10. Doctor (Spanish)
11. Auction attendee
12. Characterized by 
unity
13. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
19. Way to analyze 
video (abbr.)
21. Nonclerical
24. Tree resin
25. The academic 
world
26. Khoikhoi peoples
27. Infer from data

31. Arrives
32. Apart
34. Takes on cargo
35. Beloved Hollywood 
alien
36. Takes apart
40. Dorm offi  cial
41. Secondary or 
explanatory descriptor
45. Relating to wings
47. Speaker
48. Situated in the 
middle
52. Loop with a running 
knot

53. Alaska nursing 
group (abbr.)
54. Beloveds
56. Establish by law or 
with authority
57. Border river 
between India and 
Nepal
59. Millisecond
60. Revolutions per 
minute
61. They __
62. ESPN broadcaster 
Bob
63. A place to stay

s p o n s o r e d  byPuzzles Pet of the Week
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PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website.
We may have a pet for you.

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org
236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Cash is a 6-year old, 60-pound 
cheese-loving Walker Hound mix. He 
loves being outside and active with 
you. Cash has good manners, loves 
to snuggle, and is very sweet.  He is 
good with dogs as long as there is a 
proper introduction, and is also good 
with kids. Cats only entice his hound 
senses for the thrill of the chase, so 
he should not live with cats. Cash 
needs a human buddy who will put 
in the time to share new experiences 
with him, take him hiking and on 
outside adventures, and provide a 
stable home.

Irish is a spring-loaded pup with 
the most loving personality. He has 
great energy and needs an owner 
who is down for endless snuggles, 
play, and adventure time. Irish can’t 
be with other pets in the home and 
has shown significant prey drive for 
small animals, as he, unfortunately, 
wasn’t socialized properly as a pup. 
He really needs a BFF human – it is 
literally all he wants. He says hi to 
everyone he sees and has such a 
happy-go-lucky vibe. Young children 
are over-stimulating to him and he 
would do better with older kids. He 
loves every single human he meets, 

riding in the car, and being showered with attention. Irish has been lovingly 
dubbed the Linebacker Lapdog!

Billy and Sonny are a bonded pair 
of 9-year old males. Billy (short-
haired) loves to talk and purr for 
love. Sonny (long-haired) is a couch 
potato and loves to greet you for 
some petting before finding a nice 
place to nap. Billy and Sonny are 
always near each other and they 
love to cuddle together. They are 
still working out what the litter box 
is all about and need patience and 
understanding until they figure it out. 

Meet Dozin, who is presumably named 
after his “dozens” of toes. Dozin is a 
“foodie” and will run to anything that 
sounds like a treat bag. He is a goofy guy 
who is independent at times, but he is 
easily won over with his favorite treats. 
He prefers not to be picked up, but he will 
follow you anywhere! Dozin says no thank 
you to sharing space with other cats or 
dogs.

Mavis was returned to shelter because 
she does not want to be a lap cat. What 
she can be is a beautiful, independent 
feline presence in your home and will 
be affectionate and lovable on her own 
terms. She was originally found as 
a feisty feline wandering around the 
Marble Works district and has come a 
long way since then, but still does not 
like to be picked up. She gives “love 
bites” to show her affection. Mavis 
would be best in a home without other 
pets and without the pressure to be a lap cat. Love her for who she is!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139
www.parisfarmersunion.com

At Paris, we have everything you 
need for your pets and animals!

• Dry or Wet Dog & Cat food
• Dog & Cat beds, toys, cleaning supplies 

& accessories
• Fish, bird, small animal & reptile 

supplies and live feeder insects 
• Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
• Backyard animal feed & supplies
• And friendly, knowledgeable staff 
   to help guide you!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

• Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
•
• And friendly, knowledgeable staff 
   to help guide you!

•

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

And friendly, knowledgeable staff 

Time To 
Order Your 

Chicks!
Orders due by 

May 9th!

Hi  F inn!
This is Finley, Finn for short. He is a 5.5 year old Australian Shepherd. He loves 
exploring all the Vermont trails. You can follow along on his Vermont adventure on 
his own Instagram account (@fi nnstagram26). Kayla Brenden
 Middlebury

Pet of the Week

Send us your pet!
news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the 
WEEK
Pet of the 
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A glamorous house with a horse run-in, nearly 70 acres, and 500 feet of Lake Champlain 
shoreline. This 4,000 square-foot home has three bedrooms, three full bathroom, an in-
law apartment, a wrap-around porch, and easy one-level living. The property is ideal for 
for hunting, fi shing, hiking, birding and watching wildlife. Enjoy the serenity that comes 

with owning a beautiful house, on a beautiful piece of land, on a 
beautiful freshwater lake. A place to get away to and forget life’s 
cares — and still live the good life.  This house will convey with most 
of the furnishings. An additional 20 acre parcel, with a wastewater 
permit, is also available.

341 TURKEY FARM RD., BENSON

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

A Benson sanctuary in a changing world

$799,000

This week’s property is managed by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices.  
More info at www.vtregroup.com.
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Selling Your House in 2022?
Remember, Marketing Makes a Difference!

ALONG WITH QUALITY WIDE LENS PHOTOGRAPHY,
WE INCLUDE 3D VIRTUAL TOURS FOR ALL OF OUR LISTINGS.

WIDE LENS PHOTOGRAPHY
DRONE FOOTAGE

3D VIRTUAL TOURS

THREE MAIN STREET | BRISTOL, VERMONT 05443 | 802.453.6161
www.theRealEstateCompanyVT.com

REAL ESTATE COMPANY
of VERMONT

Jill Fraga Danelle Birong Orion Lazo Tammy Petersen
Broker/Realtor Broker/Realtor Agent/Realtor Agent/Realtor® ® ® ®

the

for

WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

real
estate

A D V E R T I S E  O N  T H I S  P A G E
C A L L  ( 8 0 2 )  3 8 8 - 4 9 4 4

EQUAL 
HOUSING  
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

Email Christy to fi nd out how. Christy@addisonindependent.com
Add your piece! Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

s o l u t i o n s April 7, 2022

Puzzle
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

April 7, 2022

PuzzlePuzzle
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

VERGENNES  NEW LISTING!
54 WEST MAIN STREET
MLS #4902740 | $325,000
0.74 ACRES

Amazing opportunity to buy an 
in-town property with historical 
signifi cance. Up to twelve units may 
be allowable. A great spot to invest—
with restaurants, retail and amenities 
only a few blocks up the street.

BRANDON  NEW LISTING!
344 CHAMPLAIN STREET
MLS #4903326 | $495,000
3 BD | 3 BA | 2529 SF | 13.81 AC

A private oasis just a stone’s 
throw from downtown Brandon. 
The grounds include the main 
residence, a guest cottage, several 
outbuildings, and a large pond. 
Contemporary post and beam 
home was created using the timbers 
of an 1800s barn given new life in 
this handsome custom residence. 
Enjoy radiant fl oor heat and wood 
fl oors on the main level with an open 
fl oor plan, cathedral ceilings, and 
fl oor to ceiling windows that bring 
the natural light in. Add a gourmet 
kitchen, large brick fi replace, and 
custom cabinetry throughout the 
home. The “warming hut” is a 20 x 
32 structure, perfect for a workshop, 
garage or place to come in from 
skating and warm up near the wood 
stove! The sweet guest cottage 
has wood fl oors, a 3/4 bath, and 
a sleeping loft. Plenty of space 
for gardens or animals, or fi nd the 
abundant recreation nearly. Close to 
the charming village of Brandon with 
restaurants, shops and amenities, 
and only 20 min. south of Middlebury 
and 30 min. north of Rutland.

6 Merchant’s Row, 
Middlebury

“Tools of the Trade,” a 
group exhibition featuring 
Tom Dunne, Kate Gridley, 
Duncan Johnson and 
Peter Kirkiles. This exhibit 

honors the process of crafting fine art, the tools themselves 
that make the work possible and the beauty of the finished 
product. On view March 18- April 26.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART
72 Porter Field Road, Middlebury.
Visit museum.middlebury.edu/exhibitions or call 802-443-5007 
to make your free reservations.

“Contemporary to Classical: Highlights from the New 
Collection Handbook,” featuring more than 40 works from 
the museum’s new permanent collection handbook. Objects 
range from modern to ancient and include prints, photographs, 
paintings, and sculpture. Among the artists represented are 
Derrick Adams, Banksy, Judy Chicago, Robert Gober, Fairfield 
Porter, Medardo Rosso, Anna Stanchi, Paul Strand, Edmund de 
Waal, and William Zorach. On view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

“Into the Screen: Digital Art from teamLab.” Founded in 2001 
by Toshiyuki Inoko, teamLab is a Tokyo-based collaboration of 
more than 500 designers, engineers, and technologists with 
a shared mission to integrate art, technology, and nature. This 
exhibition highlights a singular immersive digital experience 
by teamLab and the traditional 17th- to 20th-century screens 
and prints that inspired it. On view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Exceptional property with home and work 
building just one mile from downtown Bristol; 
master suite with French doors to back porch, 
jacuzzi bathtub and walk-in shower, and large walk-in mirrored closet; HE 
air gas grill stove; heat and air conditioner pump; gas fireplace in kitchen/
dining room; Harman pellet stove and pellet room; downstairs living room; 
cement fireproof siding on work building with finished apartment finished 
upstairs and 2 bay garage. 2,903 sq. ft home attached to Generac 
generator; 30 gallons per minute well; sold as-is. 
Too many extras to mention, must see!  Asking $550,000

FOR SALE BY OWNER

3+ BEDROOM HOUSE & WORK BUILDING 

WITH FINISHED APARTMENT 

ON 1.36 ACRES

407 & 409 BURPEE ROAD, BRISTOL

Please contact Maryann Grennon,
802-377-2719
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Are you ready to list 

your lakeshore property?

802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a 
designated 

agency 
brokerage.

designated 

We have qualified buyers. 

COMMUNITY CORNER
The Amtrak Ethan Allen Express will run from Burlington to NYC starting in July. 

There will be stops in Middlebury and Vergennes.

The Vermont lakeshore market has heated up tremendously. We are 
seeing multiple offers on premium lakeshore properties. Perhaps it is 
time to get your property ready to catch the wave of this market? Please 
reach out to one of our experienced agents and we will expertly guide 
you through the process.

Susan Burdick
802-989-9058

Lynn Jackson Donnelly
802-349-5382

Sean Dye
802-338-0136

Nancy Larrow
802-989-9653

Here are some train safety tips:

• A train moving at 55 miles per hour can take over a 
mile to stop. The Amtrak Ethan Allen Express will 
travel at 59 mph!

• Never walk, bike, or jog on a railroad track. The 
Amtrack passenger trains are extremely quiet. Using 
earbuds around tracks can prevent you from hearing 
a train.

• Trains can come from either direction on the same 
track at any time. Obey all warning signs and signals.

• Trains are wider than their tracks. You could be hit 
or dragged under the train.

• Always stop at railroad crossings. Never drive 
around lowered gates — it’s illegal and deadly.

• Farmers need to be aware that hi-speed passenger 
trains will be running up and down the Champlain 
Valley corridor every day.

• Visit oli.org for more information on train safety.

Virtual lecture at the Sheldon: ‘When Art Meets History’
he Henry Sheldon Museum presents 
a lecture by curator Ric Kasini Kadour 
on April 13, at 7 p.m.,  via Zoom. This 
is the seventh talk in the virtual series 
“Elephant in the Room: Exploring the 
Future of Museums” convened by 
the Stewart-Swift Research Center. 

Can museums become 21st century 
public squares? How do arts organizations 
allow the public to experience and 
understand the multiple histories that inform 
contemporary life? These questions undergird 
the research of Kadour, who will speak about 
how artists can use historic sites, collections, 
and archives to make work that contributes to 
civic discourse and heal social divisions.

Kadour, 2020-2021 Andy Warhol Foundation 
for the Visual Arts Curatorial Fellow, is a 
cultural worker. His curatorial work includes 
the Vermont Arts Council, Rokeby Museum, 
SVAC, 516 ARTS, and art venues in Canada, 
Ireland, Scotland, and the U.S. His writing has 
appeared in Hyperallergic, Kolaj Magazine, 
OEI, Vermont Magazine, Seven Days, and Art 
New England. He holds a BA in Comparative 
Religion from the University of Vermont.

This series, funded by Vermont Humanities, is 
free and open to all. To learn more and register 

visit henrysheldonmuseum.org/elephant-in-
the-room.

T

Museums of the Future by Ric Kasini Kadour, digital collage, 2021.
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Follow us on IG @thtmidd and FB @townhalltheatervt.

We would like to sincerely thank the Addison Independent and Otter Creek Awnings for their support this season!
Sponsored by

Tickets: townhalltheater.org   •   802-382-9222   •   68 S Pleasant St, Middlebury, VT 05753

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THT

Monday, April 18
Doors open at 7:30 and the show starts at 8pm

This event is FREE.  There will be a cash bar.  

Josh Panda has been chosen to represent Vermont in 
NBC’s American Song Contest. The series premieres 
on March 21st and features stiff competition including 
Alaska’s Jewel, Connecticut’s Michael Bolton, and 
Ohio’s Macy Gray. Panda will be featured on Monday, 
April 18 at 8pm, and Town Hall Theater will be hosting 
a live watch party. Free admission and cash bar with 
doors opening at 7:30pm. On the NBC show, Panda will 
perform a song written by Clint Bierman. Over the years, 
Panda has electrified the THT stage with tributes to 
Elton John, Queen, performances with the Grift, and 
inspired the next generation as an instructor in THT’s 
annual camps for teen rockers.

Josh Panda on NBC
American Song Contest Watch Party!

MIDDLEBURY 
COLLEGE MUSICAL 
THEATER
Big Fish
April 7-9

MIDDLEBURY 
COMMUNITY 
PLAYERS
Tuck Everlasting
April 14-16

MNFF SELECTS
Grizzly Man
Thursday, April 21
7:00 pm

THT EDUCATION
Spring Break Magic 
Camp
(for ages 10-14)
April 18-22
9am-noon

MIDDLEBURY ACTING 
COMPANY
Niceties
April 28-May 1
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East Middlebury
United Methodist Church

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

Transformed by the Holy Spirit, united in trust, we will
respond to God’s call to proclaim Christ boldly to the world. 

Sunday Worship – 9 a.m.
All Are Welcome!

“If you have any questions, please contact
the pastor at myungsohope@gmail.com.

Pastor Myungso Lee
Corner of Routes 125 and 116, East Middlebury, VT 05740
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Our Purpose
To grow in God’s love and serve 

Christ in all people.

Our Mission
To be an inclusive community, awake

to God in worship, learning, and service.

Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed!

Palm Sunday, April 10
8:00 a.m. Liturgy of the Palms and Eucharist

10:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Palms and Eucharist*

Wednesday in Holy Week, April 13
12:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist

Maundy Thursday, April 14
7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Eucharist w/ Foot-washing*

Good Friday, April 15
12:00 p.m. Ecumenical Good Friday Service

7:00 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy*

Holy Saturday, April 16
8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer

8:00 p.m. Great Vigil of Easter

Easter Day, April 17
10:30 a.m. Festive Eucharist with Choir and Brass*

*available on Zoom

3 Main St. on the Green • Middlebury, VT
802.388.7200

Visit ststephensmidd.org for Zoom
login information and to learn about 

our Adult Education, Godly Play, 
Meditation, and other offerings.

All are welcome!
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www.middleburyquakers.com
      --

Meeting for Worship & Children’s Program
on Sundays, 10-11am

Havurah House, 56 North Pleasant Street, Middlebury

Choose to attend
in-person or on Zoom.

At the center of Quakerism is Meeting for Worship,
when Friends sit in silence opening their hearts

and minds to the leadings of the Spirit.
�is may move any one of us to give a short message

as together we feel the presence of the Spirit.

� e Congregational Church of Middlebury, UCC

Rev. Andrew Nagy-Benson
and Rev. Elizabeth Gleich

No matter who you are or
where you are on life’s journey,

you are welcome here!

802-388-7634 • Church: 2 Main St. • O�  ce: 30 North Pleasant St., Middlebury • o�  ce@midducc.org • www.midducc.org

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Palm Sunday - 10:00 am
Maundy � ursday - 7:00 pm
Easter - 6:00 am Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service

     (Alumni Stadium, Middlebury College)
 10:00 am Easter service

Our Palm Sunday and Easter services
will also be live streamed

on Facebook and YouTube

Visit MiddUCC.org
for streaming details.
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Middlebury United
Methodist Church

Charter House

Winter Coat Distribution

Annual Trunk-or-Treat

 Rummage Sales  |  CVOEO

 Food Shelf  |  Crop Walk 

  WomenSafe

MiddSummer Lunch
and Recreation

UMCOR (United Methodist 
Committee on Relief)

Chicuque Rural Hospital and 
Center of Hope in Mozambique

43 North Pleasant Street
(corner of Seminary Street) Middlebury

Church Office:  802-388-2510
 Church e-mail address:
middumc@gmail.com

 www.umcmiddlebury.org

OUTREACH
and MISSIONS   

Pastor Myungso Lee
Director of Music and Organist: Dr. Kevin Parizo

Coordinating Committee Chair: Julie Coons

 OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS
   Together with our neighbors we work for social and personal transformation,  

justice, healing, and peace. As a reconciling congregation, our intention is to love our 
neighbor  in the spirit of God’s reconciling love.

WORSHIP SERVICE:  SUNDAY AT 11:00 A.M.
Worship with us in-person or on Zoom.

BENEFIT CHRISTMAS CONCERT
- FILE PHOTO

Worship Directory

Addison
ADDISON COMMUNITY BAPTIST 
CHURCH. Addison four corners, Routes 
22A and 17. The Rev. Stephen Payne, pastor. 
Worship, Sunday’s 10:30 a.m.

HOPE COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP.
Kauffman’s Farm, 2867 Mountain Rd. Pastor 
Jeff Kauffman, hcfpastor@gmail.com, 802-
759-2922 or hopecommunityfellowship.org. 
Worship: Sunday school, Sundays, 9 a.m., 
Worship, Sundays, 10:30 a.m. 

WEST ADDISON UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH. 18 Church St., West Addison, 
off of Route 17 & Jersey Street. The Rev. 
Paul Hoffman & Rev. Mike Doran. Sunday 
worship, 9 a.m. 

Brandon/Forest Dale
BRANDON BAHA’I COMMUNITY. Meets 
for regular Sunday morning devotions every 
Sunday at 10 a.m. For location information 
and more, call 802-247-3919 or 802-345-0373.

BRANDON BAPTIST CHURCH. Routes 
7 and 73 West, Brandon. Pastor Bob 
Bove. Sunday services, 11 a.m.; Sunday 
school, 10 a.m.; Prayer and Bible study, 
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. 802-247-3339 or 
brandonbaptistchurch.org.

BRANDON CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH, U.C.C. The “go-to” church 
on the Brandon green, 1 Carver St., Route 
7, P.O. Box 97, Brandon. The Rev. Sara 
Ann Rossigg, pastor. Sunday worship, 10 
a.m. year round; choir, Wednesday, 7 p.m. 

(September through June). 802-247-6121 
(offi ce), 802-745-7515 (pastor’s cell phone) or 
brandoncongregationalchurch@
gmail.com.

The Addison Independent prints these free listings on a space-available basis throughout the year. Send new and updated 
information including schedules, staff, phone numbers, e-mail and Web addresses, to sarahp@addisonindependent.
com, or by mail, fax, or in person to our offi ce.

This religious service listing is also online at addisonindependent.com.

(Continued on Page 6)

NOTE: Plans may change. Contact your pastor for 
more information.
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Worship Directory

Imagine a religion inviti ng people who believe in one God, or many, or none to worship together - where
programs for children include study of other faith traditi ons, award-winning human sexuality courses, and social

justi ce - where today’s spiritual and ethical questi ons bind ancient spring celebrati ons like 
Passover and Easter to the growing spiritual power of Internati onal Earth Day.

Nurture your spirit and help heal the world.
Worship Services & Religious Explorati on: Sundays at 10 AM

Minister: Barnaby Feder, revbarnaby@cvuus.org 
Director of Religious Explorati on: Poppy Rees, re@cvuus.org

Music Director: Ronnie Romano, music@cvuus.org

Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalists

Sunday worship at 10 am
is also live on Zoom.

See cvuus.org for current news on 
COVID policies, worship programs 

and children’s acti viti es as well
as invitati ons to other

pathways to connecti on.

Scan this
code to view
our video.

Scan thisScan this
code to viewcode to view
our video.our video.

2 Duane Court, Middlebury, Vermont 05753    |    offi  ce: 802-388-8080   |   email: offi  ce@cvuus.org   |   www.cvuus.org

BRANDON UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH. 1 Franklin St., PO Box 55, 
Brandon, 802-282-7532, Rev. John Harmann-
Zimmerman, hzfam@hotmail.com, www.
brandonumc.com. Main service time, Sundays, 
11 a.m.

FOREST DALE CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP. 1895 Forest Dale Road, 

Brandon. Barry 
Joe Tate, pastor. 

communications@ wesleyan.org. Sunday 
worship, 10:30 a.m. Fully accessible. 802-465-
8565. 

LIFEBRIDGE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 
97 Frog Hollow Road (formerly the Neshobe 
Sportsman Club). Roger Foster, pastor, 
roger@lbccvt.com, www.lbccvt.com. Services 
Sundays at 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Kids church, 
Sundays, 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. LifeGroups 
meet weekly, call for schedule. 802-247-LIFE 
(5433).

LIVING WATER ASSEMBLY OF GOD. 76 
North St., Forest Dale. Scott Carlson, pastor. 
pastorscott@livingwaterog.org. 802-247-4542. 
Sunday worship in-person, 11 a.m. and via 
Facebook. Thursday Night Bible Study 6:30 
p.m. via Zoom. 

OUR LADY OF GOOD HELP ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH (ST. MARY’S). 38 
Carver St. Fr. Maurice Moreau, OFM Cap. 
Mass schedule: Saturday, 4 p.m. and Sunday, 
10 a.m.; Wednesdays, 9 a.m.; Thursdays, 9 
a.m., Adoration fi rst Friday of the month, 1-3 
p.m. Confession, Saturdays 3:15-3:45 p.m. or 
by appointment. Tel: 802-247-6351.

ST. THOMAS & GRACE EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. Route 7, Brandon village, corner 
of Prospect Street. Sunday worship at 10 a.m. 
Other worship opportunities and activities 
are announced through our weekly email 
newsletter (sign up through the website, www.
standg.org). The Rev. Lyn Burns, Priest-in-
Transition. Email standg1820@gmail.com.

Bridport
BRIDPORT CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH. (Conservative Congregational 
Church Conference). The Rev. Tim Franklin, 
pastor. Sunday worship service, 10:30 a.m. 
802-758-2227 or bridportchurch.com.

ST. BERNADETTE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH. Part of the combined mission of 
St. Mary’s in Middlebury. Father Luke Austin, 
pastor. 802-388-2943. St. Bernadette in 
Bridport offers Mass Saturdays, 7:30 p.m., in-
person with protocols. stmary.vermontcatholic.
org. Confession, Saturdays 7:15-7:25 p.m. or 
by appointment.

Bristol
BRISTOL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP.
Worship Sundays, 3 p.m., at Bristol Federated 

(Continued on Page 7)
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Bristol Federated Church
We are here because you matter. 

Join us on Sundays at 10:15am for worship, either in-person or on Zoom.
The Zoom link can be found on our website at bristolfederated.com

Pastor: William Elwell   •   Associate Pastor: Robert Bushman

The Bristol Federated Church is a place of worship founded in the faith
of the United Methodist and United Church of Christ traditions. 

37 North Street, Bristol, VT 05443, (802)453-2321
bristolfederated@gmail.com  •  bristolfederated.com  •  Find us on Facebook!

Join us on Sundays at 10:15am for worship, either in-person or on Zoom.
The Zoom link can be found on our website at bristolfederated.com

The Bristol Federated Church is a place of worship founded in the faith
of the United Methodist and United Church of Christ traditions. You

Matter
Here

Join us on Easter Sunday at 10:15am
for our Easter Worship service.

The service will be held in person and on Zoom.

Worship Directory
Church, 37 North St. 802-453-2660 or 
802-453-2614 Website: bristolcf.org or on 
Facebook.

BRISTOL FEDERATED CHURCH. 37 
North St., The Rev. Bill Elwell, pastor; Robert 
Bushman, associate pastor. Sunday worship at 
10:15 a.m., in person and on Zoom via link at 
www.bristolfederated.org. 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH ON THE 
GREEN IN BRISTOL. 10 Park St. Todd 
Goodyear, interim pastor, 802-453-2551. fbc.
bristol.vt@gmail.com Sunday service, 10:15 
a.m.  A welcoming, family-oriented church. 
Contact person Mary Purinton.

ST. AMBROSE ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH. 11 School St. Fr. Yvon J. Royer, 
pastor. Call 453-2388. Masses, Saturday, 6:30 
p.m.; Sunday, 8:30 a.m. , Tuesdays, 12:05 p.m. 
Confessions: Saturday, 8:30-8:50 a.m. p.m. or 
by appointment.

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH.
839 Rockydale Road. Tom Ferguson, pastor. 
Bible Study Saturday, 9:30 a.m.; worship, 
Saturday, 11 a.m. 802-453-4712, BristolVt.
AdventistChurch.org. tferguson@nnec.org. 

Charlotte
CHARLOTTE CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH. 403 Church Hill Road. The Rev. 
Kevin Goldenbogen, pastor.  802-425-3176, 
charlotteudd@gmavt.net, www.charlotteucc.
org. Services in-person or via Zoom. Sundays 
10 a.m.: Worship service and Sunday school. 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. 2894 
Spear St. Rev. James E. Zuccaro, 802-425-
2253, and Rev. Timothy Naples, 802-864-
4166. Sunday Mass, 8 and 11 a.m. Weekday 
Masses, Tuesday and Thursday, 5:15 
p.m. Confession, Saturdays, 4 p.m. or by 
appointment. carmel@gmavt.net, olmcvt.org.

Cornwall
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
OF CORNWALL. 2598 Route 30. 
Sunday worship 10 a.m. 802-462-3111 or 
cornwallucc@gmail.com.

East Middlebury
EAST MIDDLEBURY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH. Corner of 
Routes 125 and 116. Myungso Lee, pastor, 
myungohope@gmail.com. Sunday Worship, 9 
a.m. All are welcome. 

VALLEY BIBLE CHURCH. 322 East Main 
St. Rev. Ed Wheeler, pastor. 802-388-7137. 
Sunday school, 9:30 a.m., Worship 10:45 a.m.

Ferrisburgh
FERRISBURGH CENTER UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH. Route 7, 
Ferrisburgh, next to the town offi ces/Grange 
hall. The Rev. Paul Hoffman & team. 802-
877-2735.  vergenneswestaddisonumc@gmail.
com. Sunday worship, 9 a.m.  

NORTH FERRISBURGH UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH. 277 Old Hollow 
Rd. The Rev. Sunjae Lee, pastor. Sunday 
worship, 10 a.m., in the sanctuary or via 

Youtube. Sunday school, 10 a.m. Call for 
information on youth group and adult 
education. 802-425-2770 or nfumchurch.org.

Hinesburg
SAINT JUDE THE APOSTLE ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH. 10759 Route 
116. Rev. James E. Zuccaro, 802-425-2253, 
and Rev. Timothy Naples, 802-864-4166. 
Saturday Mass, 4:30 p.m.; Sunday Mass, 
9:30 a.m. Weekday Masses Monday, Friday, 
8 a.m. Confession, Saturday, 4 p.m., and by 
appointment. 802-482-2290, stjude@gmavt.
net, stjudevt.org.

(Continued on Page 8)



PA G E 8 — A ddison I ndep endent • Worship • Th ursday , A p ril 7, 2022PA G E 8 — A ddison I ndep endent • Worship • Th ursday , A p ril 7, 2022

Worship Directory
Lincoln
SUNRAY MEDITATION SOCIETY 
AND SUNRAY PEACE VILLAGE. 2202 

Downingsville Rd. Home 
of the Green Mountain 
Ani Yunwiwa and Vajra 

Dakini 
Nunnery. 
Cherokee 
Ceremonial 
Cycle 
on new 
moons; 

Cherokee 
and Tibetan 

Buddhist 
teachings 

offered. Come join 

us to renew the Sacred Hoop in these times. 
802-453-4610 or sunray.org.

UNITED CHURCH OF LINCOLN. 23 
Quaker St. Pastor, Rev. Justin Cox. 802-453-
4280, ucol@gmavt.net, unitedchurchofl incoln.
org. In-person and streaming services 
Sundays, 9:45 a.m. Sunday school, 10:15 a.m.

Middlebury
BUDDHIST SANGHA IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Sunday evenings, 7-8 p.m. on Zoom led by 
Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist 
Society’s Dinah Smith.  Open to the public. 
All meditation practices and levels of 
experience welcome. Zoom link and more info 
at cvuus.org/connection/sangha.

CHAMPLAIN VALLEY UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY. Corner of 
Duane Court and Charles Avenue. The Rev. 
Barnaby Feder, minister. 802-388-8080.  
offi ce@cvuus.org. www.cvuus.org. Services 
in-person or online, Sundays, 10 a.m. Youth 
Group, Sundays. 4 p.m..

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF 
MIDDLEBURY (UCC). 2 Main St. The Rev. 
Andrew Nagy-Benson, sr. pastor; The Rev. 
Elizabeth Gleich, assoc. pastor. 802-388-7634. 
Services at 10 a.m. in person and on facebook.
com/MiddUCC. Masks optional. Nursery 
Sundays, 9:45-11:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Roman Catholic Church

Weekday Masses:
Monday & Friday at 8:00 a.m. at Saint Jude Church
Tuesday & Thursday at 5:15 p.m. at Our Lady
Wednesday at 8:00 a.m. at Our Lady

Priest Ministry:
Pastor James E. Zuccaro
802-425-2253

2894 Spear Street
P.O. Box 158
Charlotte, VT 05445
802-425-2637

E-mail: carmel@gmavt.net 
Website: www.olmcvt.org

Established: 1858

Sacrament of
Reconciliation

Tuesday at 5:45 p.m.
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Friday at 8:30 p.m. at St. Jude 
and by appointment

Priest Ministry: 
Pastor James E. Zuccaro

802-425-2253
carmel@gmavt.net

Saint Jude the Apostle Roman Catholic Church

10759 Route 116 (P.O. Box 69), Hinesburg, VT 05461
802-482-2290 • E-mail: StJude@gmavt.net • Website: www.stjudevt.org

Weekday Masses: 
Monday & Friday at 8:00 a.m.

at Saint Jude Church
Tuesday & Thursday at 5:15 p.m. at Our Lady
Wednesday at 8:00 a.m. at Our Lady

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Tuesday at 5:45 p.m.

at Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Friday at 8:30 a.m.

at St. Jude and by appointment

(Continued on Page 9)
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THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 
LATTER-DAY SAINTS. 133 Valley View 
Drive, Buttolph Acres. Clerk’s Offi ce: 802 
388-3102. Travis Park, Bishop, Middlebury 
Ward. Sunday meetings: Sacrament Meeting 9 
a.m.; Organization meetings 10 a.m.

EASTERN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN 
WORSHIP. Information on service in the 
Middlebury area: 802-453-5334.
ECKANKAR. Check for meeting dates and 
times online at eckankar-vt.org.

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH. 52 Merchants 
Row. Pastor Bob Henley. 802-453-3003. 
gracebaptistmiddlebury.com. Sunday 
morning worship and Sunday school, 10 a.m. 
Wednesday Bible study and prayer, 7 p.m. 
Visitors welcome.  

HAVURAH, THE JEWISH 
CONGREGATION OF ADDISON 
COUNTY. 56 N. Pleasant St. Middlebury. 
Shabbat services in-person and online. 
Weekly Hebrew School.  Community events 
contact hheddirector@gmail.com or visit 
havurahaddisoncounty.org. Online links at 

havurahaddisoncounty.org. on Facebook at 
HavurahofAddisonCounty.

MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH 
(AMERICAN BAPTIST). 97 South Pleasant 
St. The Rev. Dr. Stephanie Allen, pastor. 
Sunday Services at 10 a.m. with Sunday 
School for pre-K - adult at 9 a.m. (all in-
person). Nursery available for 0-4. Hepa air 
purifi ers in each room and in sanctuary. Check 
website for COVID protocols. Small groups 
throughout the week. Weeknight zoom Bible 
study. 

MIDDLEBURY FRIENDS MEETING 
(QUAKERS). Havurah House, 56 North 
Pleasant St. (Route 7). Meetings for worship 
and children’s programs, Sundays, 10-11 a.m., 
both in-person and or via Zoom. More info 
at middleburyquakers.org. 802-989-7034. 
tomrbaskett@gmail.com 802-388-6453, 
jrosenbe@middlebury.edu.

MIDDLEBURY UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH. Corner of Route 7 and Seminary 
Street. Pastor Rev. Myungso Lee. middumc@
gmail.com. 802-388-2510. Open Hearts, 

Open Minds, Open Doors. A Reconciling 
Congregation.  Worship, Sundays, 11 a.m., 
in-person or via Zoom. Links at www.
umcmiddlebury.org.

SAINT MARY’S ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH (CHURCH OF THE 
ASSUMPTION). 326 College St. Father 
Luke Austin, pastor. 802-388-2943. Masses: 
Saturday, 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8 and 10 a.m., 
Weekday Mass, 
Tuesdays, 5:15 
p.m.; Wednesday-

Worship Directory

(Continued on Page 10)
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Celebrate Holy Week
Palm Sunday – April 10
Regular Mass Schedule

Tuesday of Holy Week – April 12
Chrism Mass – St. Joseph Cathedral – 11 am

Confessions – St. Mary’s – 5:45-6:45 pm

Holy Thursday – April 14
Mass of the Lord’s Supper – St. Mary’s – 7:00 pm

Adoration – 8:15 – 9:15 pm

Good Friday – April 15
Ecumenical Service – St. Stephen’s – 12:00 pm

Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion – St. Mary’s – 3:00 pm
Stations of the Cross – St. Mary’s – 7:00 pm

Holy Saturday – April 16
Easter Vigil – St. Mary’s – 7:30 pm

*note later time

Easter Sunday – April 17
St. Mary’s – 7:30 am & 9:30 am

St. Bernadette’s – 11:00 am

St. Mary’s & St. Bernadette 
St. Bernadette - 9 Crown Point Road, Bridport, VT

St. Mary’s - 326 College Street, Middlebury, VT
stmary.vermontcatholic.org
Parish Offi  ce: 802-388-2943
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Friday, 8 a.m. Adoration, Mondays 5:30-
6:30 p.m. Confession, Tuesdays, 5:45-6;15 
p.m., Saturdays, 4:30-5 p.m. In-person 
with protocols. stmary.vermontcatholic.org, 
stmarys11comcast.net.

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH.
On the green in Middlebury at 3 Main St. 
The Rev. Paul V. Olsson, priest-in-charge. 
Most services and programs meet in-person 
and on Zoom. Sundays: 8 a.m., in-person 
only, 10:30 a.m., in-person and via Zoom. 
Link at https://zoom.us/j/360635588. 
More info at www.ststephensmidd.org and  
ststephensmiddlebury@gmail.com.

Monkton
MONKTON FRIENDS UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH. 78 Monkton 
Ridge. Paul Hoffman, pastor, 802-453-3020. 
Sunday worship/youth education program, 9 
a.m.  

New Haven
NEW HAVEN CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH. 91 Town Hill Rd. Pastor 
Abigail Diehl-Noble. 802-282-6944. 
Worship and Sunday School in our 
Children’s Church, Sundays at 10 a.m. Info: 
pastornewhavenchurchvt@gmail.com and 
www.newhavencongregationalchurch.com.

NEW HAVEN UNITED REFORMED 
CHURCH. 1660 Ethan Allen Highway 
(Route 7). Rev. Andrew Knott, pastor. 802-
388-1345. Morning Worship Sundays, 10 a.m. 
Sunday School/Catechism, 11:15 a.m. Evening 
Worship, 7 p.m. Also available on YouTube 
and SermonAudio. www.nhurc.org.
 Orwell

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.
The Rev. David Anderson, pastor. 802-948-
2900. In-person Sunday worship service, 
10 a.m. Masks and social distancing 
required. Readings for home worship at 
fi rstcongregationalchurchorwell.com. 
orwellcongregationalchurch@gmail.com.

SAINT PAUL’S ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH. 75 Church St., Fr. Kevin 
Chalifoux. 802-468-5706. Mass, Sundays, 
11 a.m.; Father Chalifoux, kchalifoux@
vermontcatholic.org or general parish, 
olsdvt@yahoo.com www.ourladysevendolors.
vermontcatholic.org. www.facebook.com/
olsdvt.

Panton
PANTON COMMUNITY BAPTIST 
CHURCH. 49 Adams Ferry Road, just around 
the corner from the Panton General Store. 
Pastor Tom Lupien. Worship Sundays at 10:30 
a.m. Wednesday evening Bible study is held in 
a local home; call for details. 802-734-8573.  
Masks optional. pantonchurchvermont@
gmail.com. www.pantonchurchvt.org.

Ripton
RIPTON COMMUNITY CHURCH, 
UNITED METHODIST. No regular services, 
but the facility is available for religious and 
social events. 802-388-0338.

Rochester
FEDERATED CHURCH OF 
ROCHESTER. The Rev. Gregory Homan, 
pastor. 802-767-3012. Sunday worship, 10 
a.m. 802-767-3012. Sunday school during the 
school year. Call to confi rm at 802-767-3012 
or email at fdchroch@ myfairpoint.net. 

ST. ELIZABETH ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH. 169 South Main St. Rev. Father 
Scott A. Gratton. 802-728-5251. Vigil Mass. 
Saturday, 4 p.m. Adoration, Saturdays, 3-4 
p.m. Confession, Saturdays, 3-3:50 p.m. 
OLAOLV@vermontcatholic.org. ourladyvt.
org.

Salisbury
SALISBURY CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH (UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST). The Rev. John Grivetti, pastor. 
Sundays, 10 a.m. 

Shoreham
SHOREHAM CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH-UCC. Marion Paquette, pastor. 
Intersection of Main and School streets. 
Sunday service, 10 a.m., downstairs in 
Fellowship Hall during winter months. 802-
897-2687.

Starksboro
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF 
STARKSBORO. 2806 Vermont Route 116. 
Services conducted by laypersons, Sunday 
mornings, 10 a.m. Sunday school, 9 a.m. Food 
share, Sundays. 2:30 p.m., Age Well Grab & 
Go meals/Everybody eats, Fridays, 3:30 p.m. 
www.starksborobaptistchurch.org.

Vergennes/Waltham
ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHRISTIAN 
CENTER. 1759 Route 7, Vergennes. Pastor 
Guy Miller.  802.877.3903. In-person services 
Sundays, 9 and 10:45 a.m. or on Facebook 
page. Kids ministry at 10:45 a.m. only. 
Visit online at agccvt.org or on Facebook & 
Instagram.

Worship Directory

(Continued on Page 11)
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CHAMPLAIN VALLEY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH. 73 Church St., 
Waltham. The Rev. Phillip Westra, pastor. 802-
877-2500. Sunday worship services 10 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. in person or online at cvcrc.net. 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF 
VERGENNES (UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST). 30 S. Water Street. The Rev. 
Elliott Munn, pastor. 802-877-2435, vucc@
vergennesucc.org, www.vergennesucc.org. In-
person and online services, Sundays, 9:30 a.m. 
Yoga, second Saturdays; 9-9:45 a.m., gentle/
chair yoga, 10-11:15 a.m., fl ow yoga.

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH.
Corner of Main and Park streets, Vergennes. 
Rev. Jill Rierdan, pastor. 802-877-3322. 
Services in person or via Zoom, Sundays, 
9:30 a.m. Zoom link at https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85692479113. saintpaulsvergennes@
gmail.comwww.saintpaulsvergennes.org.

ST. PETER’S ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH. 85 South Maple St. The Rev. 
Yvon Royer, pastor. 802-877-2367. Masses: 
Saturdays, 4:30 p.m.; Sundays, 11 a.m.; 

Mondays, 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, 12:05 p.m. 
Confession, Saturday, 3:30-4:20 p.m. or by 
appointment.

VERGENNES UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH. 121 Main St., Vergennes, across 
from the Vergennes Opera House. Street 
parking. The Rev. Paul Hoffman & Rev. Mike 
Doran. 802-877-3376. Sunday worship, 10:30 
a.m. vergenneswestaddisonumc@gmail.com.

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH. 862 
Route 7. Senior pastor Tim Taylor; 
Youth and Music pastor John Kaufman. 
Sunday services: Bible hour 9:45 a.m., 
Worship services 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m., Prayer and Bible 
study for adults. Deaf interpretation 
available. 802-877-3393.

Weybridge
WEYBRIDGE CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH. 2790 Weybridge Rd. 
Caryne Eskridge, pastor. 802-545-2579. 
weybridgechurch@gmail.com, www.
weybridgechurch.org.  Worship Sundays, 10 
a.m.

Whiting
WHITING COMMUNITY CHURCH. 
Brett Cody, pastor. In-person services, Service 
Times: Sunday School: 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
Morning: 10:30 a.m.; Wednesday Night Kids 
& Youth, 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible 
Study, 7:00 p.m. Masks recommended, but 
optional. 

When we hear “love your neighbor,”
we take that as a call to action! 

If you are looking for a place to explore your faith, fi nd
connection, and love through doing, we invite you to visit us.

Regular Worship Services: 10am 
Pastor: Abigail Diehl-Noble

91 Town Hill Road
On the Green in New Haven
802-282-6944
pastornewhavenchurchvt@gmail
www.newhavencongregationalchurch.org

New Haven Congregational:
An Open and Affi rming Church 

with a Heart for our New Haven Community

Easter Service: 
10 am Easter Morning
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Sunday Worship at 10a.m. year round • The Reverend Sara A. Rossigg, Pastor

Missions:
We support local mission projects that provide 
services and assistance to people of all ages. Our 
Pastor has a discretionary fund that may be utilized 
to help individuals with transportation, short-term 
housing and other needs. We have meals for the 
general public where free-will offerings are taken 
rather than charging an admission fee. Our Sun-
shine and Hospitality Committees provide rides to 
services for those who no longer drive and healthy 
meals are delivered to housebound people in the 
community. Brandon Cares was begun by this 
congregation and has grown into a community wide 
project. Scouts and other community groups use 
our buildings. 

Music:
Our adult choir provides music during Sunday Services 
from September through June. The Brandon Festival 
Singers have performed a special holiday concert the 
second Sunday in December for the past 38 years 
under Gene Childers, Director, with Jean Childers, 
accompanist. 
Education Programs:
It is our goal to offer age appropriate activities to 
children who attend our services and bible study 
classes for adults and other congregational activities.  
Hospitality:
Coffee and other beverages and light snacks are offered 
after the service in Fellowship Hall during non-COVID 
times.

The Brandon Congregational Church was 
established in 1785. The present building 
was erected in 1832 and the adjacent 
Fellowship Hall was built in the second 
half of the nineteenth century. It contains 
the Town Clock and has a Tracker Pipe 
Organ and Carillon. It is handicapped 
accessible and has hearing assistance 
devices available.

1 Carver Street, P.O. Box 97, Brandon VT
brandoncongregationalchurch@gmail.com
Church & Offi ce Phone: 802-247-6121
Pastor’s Cell Phone: 802-745-7515

Our congregation is an inclusive, diverse, Christ-centered community of faith, open and affi rming of all God’s children. 
We are called to walk humbly with God in fairness, kindness, love, peace and joy. We seek to follow Jesus’ teachings in 
worship and music, outreach, in-reach and fellowship. We welcome all who seek a spiritual home where love prevails.

Brandon Congregational Church - United Church of Christ
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Addison
ADDISON COMMUNITY BAPTIST 
CHURCH. Easter service, Sunday, April 17, 
10:30 a.m. 

HOPE COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP.
Easter Sunday, April 17, 10:30 a.m.

WEST ADDISON UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH.  Palm Sunday service, 
Sunday, April 10, 9 a.m. Easter service, 
Sunday, April 17, 9 a.m. More info at 
vergenneswestaddisonumc@gmail.com.

Brandon
BRANDON BAPTIST CHURCH. Routes 
7 and 73 West, Brandon. Easter services, 
Sunday, April 17, 11 a.m.; Sunday school, 10 
a.m.; Fellowship meal, 12:30-2 p.m., 802-247-
3339 or brandonbaptistchurch.org.

BRANDON CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH. Palm Sunday, April 10, worship, 
10 a.m. Easter Sunday, April 17, 10 a.m.

BRANDON UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH. Palm Sunday, April 10, 11 a.m. 
Easter Sunday, April 17, 11 a.m.

FOREST DALE CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP. Easter Sunday Service, 

Sunday, April 17, 10:30 a.m. 

LIFEBRIDGE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH. Good Friday, Friday, 
April 15, 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. Easter 
Sunday services, Sunday, April 17, 9 
a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Visit lbccvt.com

LIVING WATER ASSEMBLY OF 
GOD. Easter services, Sunday, April 
17, 11 a.m. Scott Carlson, Pastor. 802-
247-4542.

OUR LADY OF GOOD HELP (ST. 
MARY’S). Palm Sunday Mass, Saturday, 

April 9, 4 p.m. and Sunday, April 10, 11 
a.m.; Holy Thursday Mass, Thursday, April 

14, 7 p.m.; Good Friday Mass, Friday, April 
15, 7 p.m.; Holy Saturday Easter Mass, April 
16, 4 p.m.: Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 16, 8 
p.m. Easter Sunday Mass, April 17, 11 a.m.

ST. THOMAS & GRACE EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. Palm Sunday, April 10, 10 a.m., 
Procession with palms. Maundy Thursday, 
April 14, 7 p.m. (foot washing will be offered). 
Good Friday, April 15, 12 noon; Stations of 
the Cross on Zoom at 7 p.m. (request Zoom 
link via email to fvfarnsworth@gmail.com). 
Easter Sunday, April 17, 10 a.m., join us to 
celebrate the Risen Christ. Throughout Holy 
Week, feel free to visit our Faith Community 
Garden, with its shrouded cross, to sit quietly 
or pray.

Bridport
BRIDPORT CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH. Easter Service, Sunday, April 17, 
10:30 a.m.

ST. BERNADETTE CATHOLIC CHURCH. 
Palm Sunday Mass, Saturday, April 9, 7:30 
p.m., Easter Mass, Sunday, April 17, 11 a.m. 

Bristol
BRISTOL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP.
Easter service, Sunday, April 17, 3 p.m., at 
Bristol Federated Church. 

BRISTOL FEDERATED CHURCH. Palm 
Sunday, April 10, 10:15 a.m., both in person 

Holy Week Services

(Continued on Page 13)

NOTE: Plans may change. Please call your 
church to confi rm. 
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and via Zoom. Rise up with Jesus, Saturday, 
April 9, 1-2:30 p.m. Easter Service, Sunday, 
April 17, 10:15 a.m., both in person and via 
Zoom. Link available at bristolfederated.com.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF BRISTOL.
Special Communion service remembering the 
Last Supper with Jesus, Thursday, April 14, 7 
p.m. Easter Sunrise service, 6 a.m., Sunday, 
April 17, at the Purinton Farm, 188 Purinton 
Road, remembering Jesus’ resurrection, 
followed by a delicious breakfast at the First 
Baptist Church around 7 a.m., and at 10:15 
a.m. the Easter Worship Service at the church, 
celebrating Jesus’ resurrection

ST. AMBROSE CATHOLIC CHURCH.
Holy Thursday, April 14, 7 p.m.; Good Friday, 
April 15, 7 p.m.; Eater Vigil, Saturday, April 
16, 8 p.m.; Easter Mass, Sunday, April 17, 8:30 
a.m. 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH. 
Palm Sunday service, April 10, 11 a.m. Easter 
Service, Sunday, April 17, 11 a.m.

Charlotte
CHARLOTTE CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH. Palm/Passion Sunday Service of 
Palms & Passion: April 10, 10 a.m., a special 
service of worship to begin Holy Week. 
Maundy Thursday Service of Tenebrae, April 
14, 6:30 p.m., Tenebrae Service of Shadows. 
Easter Vigil, Thursday, April 14, 8 p.m.-
Friday, April 15, 3 p.m. Friday, April 15, 
Stations of the Cross behind church at 4 p.m. 
Holy Saturday, April 16, Community Easter 
Egg Hunt, 1 p.m. Easter Sunday Services, 

April 17, Sunrise Service 5:45 a.m. (Meet 
in parking lot for walk up to clearing behind 
church. Worship Service 9 a.m., with Rev. 
Susan Cooke Kittredge, and 11 a.m. with 
Rev. Kevin Goldenbogen. All Services except 
Easter Sunrise service will be viewable by 
livestream. 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.  Palm 
Sunday Mass, April 10, 9:30 a.m. Easter 
Sunday Mass, April 17, 9:30 a.m. 

East Middlebury
EAST MIDDLEBURY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH. Palm Sunday, 
April 10, 9 a.m. Easter Sunday, April 17, 9 
a.m. All are welcome. 

Ferrisburgh
FERRISBURGH CENTER UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH. Palm Sunday, 
April 10, 9 a.m.; Easter Service, Sunday, April 
17, 9 a.m. All are welcome. 

NORTH FERRISBURGH UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH Easter Sunday 
worship service at 10 a.m., April 17, in the 
Sanctuary or via YouTube. Rev. Sunjae Lee. 

Hinesburg
SAINT JUDE THE APOSTLE ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH. Palm Sunday: 
Saturday Mass, April 9, 4:30 p.m.; Sunday 
Mass, April 10, 9:30 a.m. Easter: Saturday 
Mass, April 16, 4:30 p.m.; Sunday Mass, April 
17, 9:30 a.m.

Lincoln
THE UNITED CHURCH OF LINCOLN. 
Palm Sunday Service, April 10, 9:45 a.m. 
Maundy Thursday Service, Thursday, April 
14, 6 p.m. Easter Sunrise Service on Gove 
Hill, Sunday, April 17, 6:30 a.m. (call United 
Church of Lincoln at 453-4280 for details); 
Easter Sunrise Breakfast at Burnham Hall, 
7:30 a.m., Easter Service at 9:45 a.m.

Middlebury
CHAMPLAIN VALLEY UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY. Sunday service 
on site and online, 10 am. Corner of Duane 
Court and Charles Avenue. The Rev. Johanna 
Nichols, Minister Emerita, and others while 
Rev. Barnaby Feder is on 
sabbatical. 802-388-8080. 
cvuus.org.

HolyWeek

All are welcome to join us for in-depth 
Bible study every Saturday morning at 
9:30. Stay with us for our 11:00 Divine 
Worship for an inspirational message. 
Enjoy a fellowship meal following the 
service.

Pastor: Tom Ferguson 
Associate Paster: Frentzen Pakpahan

839 Rockydale Rd., Bristol, VT 05443  |  (802)453-4712  |  BristolVT.AdventistChurch.org

(Continued on Page 14)
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THE UNITED CHURCH OF LINCOLN

Pastor – Rev. Justin Cox          |           802-453-4280
 email – ucol@gmvat.net   |   On-line at unitedchurchoflincoln.org and on Facebook

23 QUAKER STREET | LINCOLN, VERMONT

Sunday Worship 9:45 (in person and live-stream)
Children Sunday School 10:15 – 10:45 | Adult Second Hour 11:00 – 12:00

Serving our neighbors for 100 years, UCoL is a true community church. 
With our doors and hearts open, there is always room at the table.

WHO WE ARE 
The United Church of Lincoln family is diverse and yet are one, striving to be a witness to God’s Love, Joy 
and Reconciliation. As a fellowship of faith centered on the person and message of Jesus the Christ, we 

strive to be a gathering that fosters relationship with one another and with God in our faith journeys, and to 
be living examples of the commandment “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF 
MIDDLEBURY. In-person services: Palm 
Sunday, April 10, 10 a.m.; Maundy Thursday, 
April 14, 7 p.m.; Easter Service. Sunday, April 
17, 10 a.m. Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday 
services will also be live streamed on Facebook 
and YouTube. More info at 802-388-7634 or 
www.midducc.org.

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH. Easter 
Sunday, April 17, 10 a.m. 

MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH 
(American Baptist): 97 South Pleasant 
St., Middlebury. The Rev. Dr. Stephanie 
Allen, Pastor. Holy Week: 7 a.m.-7:30 a.m., 
devotionals in Fellowship Hall, Monday- 
Friday, April 11-15. Tenebrae service on Good 
Friday, 7 a.m. in Sanctuary. Easter Sunrise 
Service at 6:15 a.m. at 1126 Halpin Road. 

Easter Sunday 

service Sanctuary, 10 a.m. Sermon Podcast 
and Live-streaming Sunday Services. See 
website for links.

MIDDLEBURY UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH. Palm Sunday, April 10, 11 a.m., 
Easter Sunday, April 17, 11 a.m., In-person or 
online.

SAINT MARY’S ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH (CHURCH OF THE 
ASSUMPTION). In-person with protocols, 
no reservations required. Palm Sunday: (Vigil) 
Saturday, April 9, 5:15 p.m.; Sunday, April 10, 
8 and 10 a.m. Holy Thursday, April 14, 7 p.m. 
Good Friday: April 15, 3 p.m. for the Liturgy, 
7 p.m. for the Stations of the Cross, otherwise 
church is open for private prayer. Easter Vigil: 
April 16, 7:30 p.m. Easter Sunday: April 17, 
7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.  

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 
Palm Sunday, April 10, Liturgy of the 
Palms and Eucharist, 8 a.m.; Adult 
Education, 9 a.m.; Godly Play, 10:30 
a.m.; Liturgy of the Palms and Eucharist 
(weather permitting, gathering at Triangle 

park and processing into the church), 10:30 
a.m.  Holy Wednesday, April 13, Simple 
Said Eucharist in the nave, noon. Maundy 

Thursday, April 14, Holy Eucharist with 
Foot-Washing and Stripping of the Altar, 7 
p.m. Good Friday, April 15, Ecumenical Good 
Friday Liturgy, noon; Good Friday Liturgy, 
7 p.m. Holy Saturday, April 16, Morning 
Prayer in the Chapel, 8 a.m.; Flowering of 
the Church, 9 a.m.; The Great Vigil of Easter 
(you’re invited to bring bells as we herald in 

Easter, 8 p.m. Easter Sunday, April 17, Godly 
Play 10:30 a.m., Festive Holy Eucharist with 
choir and brass, 10:30 a.m. 

New Haven
NEW HAVEN CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH Palm Sunday, April 10, 10 a.m.; 
Easter Sunday, April 17, 6 a.m. Sunrise 
Service and breakfast at the Smith Family 
Farm, email for more information; 10 a.m. 
traditional service at the Church on the Green, 
91 Town Hill Rd., pastornewhavenchurchvt@
gmail.com.

NEW HAVEN UNITED REFORMED 
CHURCH. Palm Sunday, April 10, 10 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. Easter Sunday, April 17, 10 a.m. 
and 7 p.m.

Orwell
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.
The Rev. David Anderson, pastor. Easter egg 
hunt on Saturday, April 9, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Easter Sunday worship service, April 17, 10 
a.m. Masks and social distancing required. 
802-948-2900. Readings for home worship at 
fi rstcongregationalchurchorwell.com.

SAINT PAUL’S ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH. Palm Sunday Mass, April 10, 11 
a.m. Easter Sunday Mass, April 17, 11 a.m. 

Panton
PANTON COMMUNITY BAPTIST 
CHURCH. Palm Sunday, April 10, 10:30 a.m. 
Easter Sunday, April 17, 10:30 a.m.

(Continued on Page 15)

HolyWeek

services will also be live streamed on Facebook 
and YouTube. More info at 802-388-7634 or 
www.midducc.org.

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH. Easter 
Sunday, April 17, 10 a.m. 

MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH 
(American Baptist): 97 South Pleasant 
St., Middlebury. The Rev. Dr. Stephanie 
Allen, Pastor. Holy Week: 7 a.m.-7:30 a.m., 
devotionals in Fellowship Hall, Monday- 
Friday, April 11-15. Tenebrae service on Good 
Friday, 7 a.m. in Sanctuary. Easter Sunrise 
Service at 6:15 a.m. at 1126 Halpin Road. 

Easter Sunday 

CHURCH. Palm Sunday, April 10, 11 a.m., 
Easter Sunday, April 17, 11 a.m., In-person or 
online.

SAINT MARY’S ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH (CHURCH OF THE 
ASSUMPTION). In-person with protocols, 
no reservations required. Palm Sunday: (Vigil) 
Saturday, April 9, 5:15 p.m.; Sunday, April 10, 
8 and 10 a.m. Holy Thursday, April 14, 7 p.m. 
Good Friday: April 15, 3 p.m. for the Liturgy, 
7 p.m. for the Stations of the Cross, otherwise 
church is open for private prayer. Easter Vigil: 
April 16, 7:30 p.m. Easter Sunday: April 17, 
7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.  

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 
Palm Sunday, April 10, Liturgy of the 
Palms and Eucharist, 8 a.m.; Adult 
Education, 9 a.m.; Godly Play, 10:30 
a.m.; Liturgy of the Palms and Eucharist 
(weather permitting, gathering at Triangle 

park and processing into the church), 10:30 
a.m.  Holy Wednesday, April 13, Simple 
Said Eucharist in the nave, noon. Maundy 

Thursday, April 14, Holy Eucharist with 
Foot-Washing and Stripping of the Altar, 7 
p.m. Good Friday, April 15, Ecumenical Good 
Friday Liturgy, noon; Good Friday Liturgy, 
7 p.m. Holy Saturday, April 16, Morning 
Prayer in the Chapel, 8 a.m.; Flowering of 
the Church, 9 a.m.; The Great Vigil of Easter 
(you’re invited to bring bells as we herald in 
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Rochester
ST. ELIZABETH ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH. 169 South Main St., Easter Vigil 
Mass, Saturday, April 16, 4 p.m. Easter Mass, 
Sunday, April 17, 11 a.m.

Salisbury
SALISBURY UCC CHURCH. Maple St. 
John M. Grivetti, Pastor. In-person Palm 
Sunday, April 10, and Easter Sunday, April 17, 
10 a.m. 

Shoreham
SHOREHAM CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH. Pastor Marion Paquette will lead 
the following services in the Sanctuary: Palm 
Sunday, April 10, 10 a.m.; Good Friday, April 
15, 7 p.m.; Easter Sunday, April 17, 10 a.m. 

Starksboro
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF 
STARKSBORO. 2806 Route 116. Palm 
Sunday, April 10, 10 a.m.; Easter Sunday, 
April 17, 10 a.m. 

Vergennes
ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHRISTIAN 
CENTER. Palm Sunday, April 10, 9 and 
10:45 a.m., Easter Sunday, April 17, 9 and 
10:45 a.m., or on Facebook page. Kids 
ministry at 10:45 a.m. only. 

CHAMPLAIN VALLEY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH. Palm Sunday 
Service, Sunday, April 10, 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
Easter Service, Sunday, April 17, 10 a.m. and 
6 p.m.

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH. Palm 
Sunday, April 10, 9:30 a.m., Service of the 
Holy Eucharist, both in person and via Zoom. 
Easter Sunday, April 17, 9:30 a.m., Service 
of the Holy Eucharist. Both in person and via 
Zoom. Zoom links at saintpaulsvergennes.org/
services.

ST. PETER’S CATHOLIC CHURCH.
Good Friday Mass, Friday, April 15, 7 p.m.; 
Easter Mass, Sunday, April 17, 11 a.m.

VERGENNES CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH. Palm Sunday, April 10, 9:30 a.m., 
in the Sanctuary. Watchnight Vigil, Thursday, 
April 14, begins 3 p.m. (hourly shifts of quiet 
meditation in the Sanctuary). Good Friday, 
April 15, 4:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary; Easter 
Sunday, April 17, 9:30 a.m.

VERGENNES UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH. Palm Sunday, April 10, 
10:30 a.m. Easter Sunday, April 
17, 10:30 a.m. All are welcome. 
For Zoom access link contact 
vergenneswestaddisonumc@
gmail.com.

VICTORY BAPTIST 
CHURCH. Palm Sunday, April 
10, 10:30 a.m., free palm crosses. 
Easter Egg Hunt. Saturday, April 
16, 10-11:30 a.m., bring your own 
baskets: crafts, games, snacks, Bible 
story and hundreds of eggs for a great 
egg hunt. Easter services, Sunday, April 
17, Early service, 7:30 a.m., Bible hour, 9:30 
a.m., Easter morning worship, 10:30 a.m.

Weybridge
WEYBRIDGE CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH. 2790 Weybridge Rd. 
Caryne Eskridge, Pastor. 802-545-2579. 
weybridgechurch@gmail.com, www.
weybridgechurch.org. Palm Sunday, April 10, 
10 a.m. Easter Sunday, April 17, 10 a.m.

Whiting
WHITING COMMUNITY CHURCH.
In-person Resurrection Sunday services, 
Sunday, April 17: Sunrise Service, 6:15 
a.m.; Community breakfast 6:30-8:30 a.m.; 
Resurrection Sunday Service, at 9:30 a.m.

The Vergennes Congregational Church
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

We are an Open and Affi rming Christian Community seeking to be a place of sanctuary, healing, inclusion,
challenge and compassion. No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

 802-877-2435 | vucc@vergennesucc.org | www.vergennesucc.orgSunday services (9:30 am) at 30 South Water St., Vergennes
 Contact: Pastor Elliott Munn for assistance or details.

• Sunday services in the Sanctuary,       
masks optional

• Bible and book discussion groups over Zoom

• Weekly youth group meetings                      
at Rockers Pizzaria

• Faith formation outings (hiking and biking)

M
IS

SI
O

N • Community Food Shelf on premises
• Hygiene bags for John Graham Shelter
• Assistance with fuel, rent, car repairs,
   electricity, dental and medical bills
• Habitat for Humanity work groups & more!

HolyWeek
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Victory Baptist Church

ARK PRESCHOOL-KINDERGARTEN
A local church ministry of Victory Baptist Church
The Ark is a Monday-Friday academic-based program for 3 -5-year-old 
Preschool and Kindergarten. Our program is a State recognized program, 
subsidy-eligible, and has a 4 STARS rating. We offer full-time, half-time and 
school-plus options, from 7:30 to 5:00 pm.

SUMMER ADVENTURE DAY CAMP
The Ark offers a summer day camp, 7:30 to 5:00 daily for boys and girls ages 
3 years to 10 years. Field trips, swimming, swimming lessons, fishing, crafts, 
cooking, gardening, games, reading and much more! This year’s theme is 
Destination Europe. Each week we will explore European locations, architecture, 
culture and more through a fun-filled summer experience.

• AWANA Clubs Kids’ Program for children ages 
3 years-6th grade during the school year

• Kids programs during the summer

• Youth Group 180 for junior high and high 
schoolers

• Prayer & Bible Study for Adults

• Nursery provided for infants up to 3 years old 
for all services.

WHEN DO WE MEET? 
Sunday 9:30 am: Bible Hour - Age-divided classes from 
nursery through senior saints. 
Sunday 10:30 am and 6pm: Worship Services
Wednesday 6:30 pm: Prayer and Bible study for adults

Home of The Ark Preschool & Kindergarten 
862 US Route 7 | P. O. Box 160 | Vergennes, Vermont 05491 | 802-877-3393 | victoryvt@gmail.com | www.victoryvt.org 

Senior Pastor Tim Taylor | Youth & Music Pastor John Kaufman

We strive to be a friendly congregation providing ministry to all ages. 

Over 50 years of ministry in Addison County! 
On the outskirts of Vergennes with an outreach to the World. 

Please join us for a service!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
July 25-28 – Vacation Bible School – 9:00 to 11:00 am daily – 
ages 3- 10 years. Free to all and all are welcome! 

EASTER SERVICES & ACTIVITIES
Palm Sunday – April 10 – 10:30 am – Free palm crosses.

Saturday – April 16 – 10 to 11:30 am – Free Easter Egg Hunt – 
bring your basket and join us! Crafts, games, snacks, Bible story 
and HUNDREDS of eggs for a great egg hunt!

Sunday – April 17 – 7:30 am Early Service | 9:30 am Bible Hour | 
10:30 am Easter morning worship ׀ No evening service.

Join us or visit us online to live stream 
our services at www.victoryvt.org
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