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Makeover
Middlebury College’s Museum of 
Art will have a new look when it 
reopens soon. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Lax to No. 1
The Panther women became the 
latest college team to assume a top 
NCAA ranking. See Page 1B. 

Home tips
Our special pullout section inside 
offers all kinds of advice for home 
upgrades and maintenance. 

Maritime Museum weighs 
future of historic replica ship

Lois McClure: Restore, or dismantle & display?

New map changes county politics Proposed bill raises bar for 
school district withdrawalMiddlebury, Vergennes districts among those altered by redistricting plan

Regs eyed 
for coyote 
hounding 
Fish & Wildlife Dept. 
to pitch new rules

Key funding boosts city trails $100K grant to aid VUHS school culture 
Educator earns Rowland Fellowship

(See Hunting, Page 13A)

(See VUHS, Page 11A)

(See Lois McClure, Page 15A)

(See City trails, Page 13A)

(See New map, Page 7A)
(See Schools, Page 8A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
FERRISBURGH — The Lake Champlain 

Maritime Museum has earned a reputation 
for discovering and mapping the submerged 
remains of hundreds of ships that 
once crisscrossed Vermont’s most 
celebrated waterway.

Now the museum is preparing 
to lay to rest a boat of its own 
creation — the Lois McClure, 
a replica canal schooner that 
has enthralled many thousands 
of visitors during the past two 
decades.

But the Ferrisburgh museum’s 
plans to dismantle the ship within 
the next two years and make it a land-based 
exhibit are not sitting well with some who 
have worked most closely with the boat.

“I won’t say it won’t take a lot of work to 
(keep the Lois McClure going) … but I will 
say that you have to have the will to want to 

make it happen, ” Erick Tichonuk, former first 
mate and captain of the boat, told members 
of the Senate Institutions Committee during 
a March 18 hearing at the Statehouse. “That’s 

something that I question — if 
the Maritime Museum wishes to 
be the caretaker of that vessel as 
a full-scale, working enterprise. I 
believe it has the most power as 
that, and I am firm in the belief 
that the idea of dismantling the 
boat is fundamentally flawed.”

In 2001 the Lake Champlain 
Maritime Museum, or LCMM, 
initiated the “Canal Schooner 
Replica Project,” thanks to a 

generous gift from the McClure family. What 
emerged was an 1862-class sailing canal 
schooner dubbed the Lois McClure. Builders 
endowed the boat with the same kind of 
cargo hold, family living quarters and other 

LAKE CHAMPLAIN MARITIME Museum leaders are preparing to decommission the 
replica canal schooner Lois McClure, a move that’s being panned by several people 
who helped build, oversee and steer the ship.

Photo courtesy LCMM

“The decision 
to retire the 
Lois was not 
based on the 
short-term 
repairs in the 
report.”
— Susan McClure

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Vergennes 

Union High School special 
educator Becky Ebel has been 
awarded a $100,000 grant to 
nurture a safe and inclusive school 
culture.

She will work with colleagues 
and students on a three-pronged 

project that aims to make restorative 
justice a stronger centerpiece of 
the VUHS disciplinary system, 
to make student voice in school 
affairs more robust and sustainable, 
and to foster more respectful 
and productive communication, 
especially around sensitive issues. 

The grant comes from the 

Rowland Foundation, a nonprofit 
now based in Burlington that is 
dedicated to improving education 
in Vermont schools. Early in March 
the foundation announced Ebel, 
who is also member of the VUHS 
leadership team, would be one of 
its five 2022 Rowland Fellows.

That decision granted Ebel and 
the school $100,000 to pursue 

The Monkton Recreation 
Committee is seeking donations 
to upgrade the community’s 
softball and baseball facilities 
and team equipment, including 
performing needed landscaping 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — A $159,978 

grant will fund the final elements 
for a major link of the Vergennes 
Connector Trail, which may one 
day loop throughout the city. 

The grant to the city of 
Vergennes comes by way of the 
joint Vermont Department of 

Forests, Parks, and Recreation 
and Agency of Commerce and 
Community Development’s 
“VOREC Program.” Gov. Phil 
Scott officially announced the 
award to Vergennes on Monday.

It will allow finishing touches 
on 2,330 feet of trail between 
New Haven Road and Monkton 

Road across property owned 
by the city and the Addison 
Northwest School District. 

Critically, it will pay for a 
boardwalk to span Mossy Brook 
and wetlands near the trail’s 
southern, wooded end, including 
the area Vergennes Union high 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
VERMONT — Every winter 

Shoreham resident Karima Borni 
braces herself for the return of the 
houndsmen and their dogs, which 
come to kill 
coyotes.

“For multiple 
w e e k e n d s 
spanning several 
months a pack 
of hounds 
surrounds my 
house, barking 
and howling, 
spooking my 
livestock and 
causing my family to hide inside,” 
Borni told the Independent. “I am 
reluctant to let my young son and 
our family dog play in our own 
yard, or to take them on a walk on 
a Saturday morning on our own 
land.”

The houndsmen park miles away 

SEN.  BRAY

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
ADDISON COUNTY — 

Supporters of efforts by Lincoln 
and Starksboro to leave the 
Mount Abraham Unified School 
District are casting wary eyes 
on a bill in the Legislature that 
would substantially change the 
rules governing withdrawals 
from school district.

Residents in both towns are 
hoping to keep their elementary 
schools open and have concluded 

that withdrawing from the 
MAUSD is their last best chance 
to do so.

Lincoln voters approved an 
exit plan last August. Starksboro 
voters will likely do so this 
spring.

But if the new rules governing 
school district withdrawal go 
into effect on July 1, as proposed, 
they would drastically change 
Starksboro’s situation, but 

By JOHN FLOWERS
ADDISON COUNTY — State 

lawmakers have drawn new lines 
for some of Vermont’s House and 
Senate districts based on the 2020 
federal census, and Addison County 
politicians and voters will notice 
some interesting changes, if the 
maps earn the signature of Gov. Phil 
Scott.

Of particular interest locally 
are changes that will affect voters 
in Middlebury, New Haven, the 
Vergennes area, the Shoreham/

Orwell/Whiting district and 
Hancock, which will all see changes 
in their representation in the 
Vermont House. Also, the Senate 
district that encompasses Addison 
County is changing slightly.

Here are the details:
• The town of Middlebury will 

remain a two-seat House district 
(Addison-1), but its growth during 
the past 10 years has prompted 
lawmakers to cede a portion of the 
town — largely consisting of the 
Marble Works complex and the 

Seymour Street neighborhood — to 
the neighboring Addison-5 district, 
which will also contain Bridport, 
Weybridge and most of New Haven.

Based on new census numbers, 
the “ideal” single-member House 
district should contain 4,287 
constituents, a figure arrived at by 
dividing the state population by the 
total number of House seats (150). 
The ideal two-member district 
should therefore contain 8,574 
constituents. State law recommends 
against deviations of 10% or 

more below or above the “ideal” 
constituent numbers dictated by the 
one-person, one-vote principle.

But Middlebury’s population 
is currently placed at around 
9,100, which exceeds the “ideal” 
two-seat district by around 600. 
The population of the “new” 
Addison-1 House district is 8,239. 
So Middlebury’s carve-out includes 
roughly 830 residents that are 
being sent to Addison-5, a district 
currently represented by Rep. 

Kids will be kids
ALTHOUGH DANCING AND singing may seem a little weird for a spelling bee, students did just that on the stage at Mount Abraham Union High School Monday night 

during a dress rehearsal of the school’s spring musical, “The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee.” The rollicking good show, which will be performed Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m., centers on a fictional spelling bee set in a geographically ambiguous Putnam Valley Middle School. See more photos on Page 12A.

Photo by Buzz Kuhns
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By GENE DELORENZO
& ANGELO LYNN

BRANDON — Otter Valley 
Unified Union School District 
voters will have another 
opportunity to decide the fate 
of their district budget via an 
Australian ballot vote on Tuesday, 
April 26.

The Brandon-area district will 
hold an informational hearing on 
Monday, April 25, before voters 
in the six-town district cast ballots 
at town polling stations or with a 
absentee ballots.

That revote decision was made 
last week at the board’s regular 
meeting, at which board members 
also determined they would hold 
a special hearing at the start of 
their April 6 meeting to get public 
feedback on the budget. At that 
meeting, they will decide the 
amount of the budget to warned. 

On March 21 the board had 
a lengthy discussion about the 
proposed $22,710,995 spending 
plan and the reason 
for its narrow 522-
462 defeat on Town 
Meeting Day. Board 
members reported 
that most voters they 
talked with said they 
were either confused 
about why the 
school budget vote 
wasn’t included in 
their mail-in ballots 
along with the town 
ballots in Brandon 
and Pittsford or 
were upset at the 
school district for not making mail-
in ballots available. 

That misunderstanding, board 
members concurred, led to a 
significantly reduced turnout 

and possibly the budget’s defeat. 
Turnout on this year’s school 
budget was 984 total votes cast 

compared to 
almost 3,000 votes 
cast in March 
2021, when the 
school mailed 
ballots in all six 
communities.

R N E S U 
Supe r in t enden t 
Jeanné Collins 
again explained 
that the school 
district was 
prevented by state 
law from sending 
out mail-in ballots 

because all six-member towns 
did not also send out mail-in 
ballots for their town races. Of 
the six OVUUSD towns, Sudbury, 
Whiting, Leicester and Goshen did 

not send out mail-in ballots, while 
Brandon and Pittsford did. 

Similarly, because not all towns 
were willing to handle mail-in 
ballots for the upcoming April 26 
revote, school district residents 
will either have to vote in person 
at their respective town polling 
places or ask their town clerks for 
an absentee ballot.

Collins and Brenda Fleming, 
director of business and finance 
for the district, both said the 
district and board would attempt 
to answer all the public’s questions 
ahead of April 6 meeting soliciting 
community feedback. Specifically, 
they hope to answer questions like: 

• What does this budget buy?
• What is budget’s impact on the 

tax rate and how does that compare 
to others?

• What happens if the next 
budget doesn’t pass?

• What adjustments to the budget 
— increases, decreases or keeping 
it the same — will there be?

• What impact has the pandemic 
had on student learning and costs 
to the district?

They are also open to any other 
questions the public might raise. 

Plans are being made to address 
those questions and others in a 
Question-Answer format in The 
Reporter newspaper in upcoming 
issues in mid-April.

Fleming did say that the budget is 
not “buying a lot of new,” but cast 
the budget as fairly conservative 
amount to cover the district’s 
needs. She noted the district 
spends $1,000 less per pupil than 
the statewide average, and while 
school spending was up in this 
year’s budget, the district-wide tax 
rate is down 5.5 cents compared to 
the prior year.

District voters who have 
questions about the budgets are 
encouraged to go to the district’s 
website and connect with the Let’s 
Talk function by simply clicking on 
the button or send a text message 
to: 802-243-0461. You can also 
share your thoughts via email at 
rnesu.vt@k12-lets-talk.com

The board also must find 
candidates for three open board 
seats. They may either appoint 
people to fill those seats for one year, 
or wait until the special election on 
April 26 if candidates step forward 
in time. Both processes, Collins 
said, normally take at least two 
months. The vacant seats are: one 
year remaining of a three-year term 
representing Leicester; a three-year 
term representing Pittsford; and 
one year left of a three-year At-
Large term.

Otter Valley district board schedules budget re-vote for April 26

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Henry Sheldon Museum Board 
of Trustees has hired Stephanie 
Skenyon, PhD, as the museum’s 
new executive director. She 
succeeds Bill Brooks, who led the 
Sheldon Museum for nearly 10 
years and retired this winter.

Skenyon, who will begin work 
this Friday, April 1, won the job 
in a pool of eight finalists chosen 
from more than 70 applicants in a 
national search.

She said she is excited to by the 
new opportunity. 

“This institution holds a special 
place in the town of Middlebury, 
in Addison County, and in the state 
of Vermont, and the staff, trustees 
and volunteers are clearly invested 
in promoting and sustaining its 
valuable educational mission,” 
Skenyon said in a press release. “I 
look forward to leading the Henry 
Sheldon Museum, to building 
community relationships, and 
to advancing and achieving its 
strategic goals.”

She joins the Sheldon at a time 
of great excitement 
and possibility. The 
museum emerged 
from the pandemic 
r e i n v i g o r a t e d , 
having tackled many 
pressing facilities 
projects, and is 
looking ahead to a 
packed summer of 
innovative exhibits 
and programming. 
Her arrival coincides 
with the 50th anniversary of 
the Sheldon’s archival unit, the 
Stewart-Swift Research Center. 

Skenyon brings a wealth 
of experience in nonprofit 
administration, education, 
programming and fundraising, 
and recently earned a PhD in 
History from the University of 
Miami. During her career, she has 
served as Director of Education 
at the New Hampshire Historical 
Society, and Program Manager 
and Administrative Assistant at the 
New Chaucer Society. 

She also teaches at Manchester 
Community College in New 
Hampshire and at Mississippi 
University for Women in 
Columbus. She earned an M.A. 
in History from the University 
of York, in the United Kingdom, 

and a B.A. in English and B.A. in 
History cum laude from the College 
of Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass. 

Trustees said Skenyon’s training 
as a historian, financial acumen 
and impressive background in 
education will ensure a dynamic 
future for the Sheldon.

A Rhode Island native, Skenyon 
is happy to return “home” up north 

after a stint in Miami 
while earning her 
doctorate. She and her 
husband enjoy hiking 
and look forward to 
exploring Vermont’s 
many scenic trails. 

“We are delighted to 
welcome Stephanie to 
the Sheldon Museum 
and Middlebury,” 
said Sheldon Board 

President Lucinda Cockrell said. 
“With her career experiences, 
education, record of leadership, 
accomplishments and positive 
energy she is poised to enhance 
the Sheldon’s impact and advance 
its vision and mission with staff, 
stakeholders, partners and the 
extended community.”

The oldest community-based 
museum in the country, the 
Sheldon Museum has welcomed 
visitors and researchers since 1884. 
Local businessman and tireless 
collector Henry Sheldon filled 
the museum with fine Vermont 
furniture, paintings, documents, 
household objects, and artifacts 
that provide a glimpse into 
Addison County and Vermont’s 
past. For more information visit 
henrysheldonmuseum.org. 

Sheldon Museum picks 
Skenyon as new leader

STEPHANIE SKENYON

The Brandon-area 
district will hold 
an informational 
hearing on 
Monday, April 
25, before voters 
in the six-town 
district cast ballots 
at town polling 
stations or with a 
absentee ballots.

“We are 
delighted 
to welcome 
Stephanie to 
the Sheldon 
Museum and 
Middlebury.”
— Lucinda Cockrell

Just want peace
AROUND 80 PEOPLE gathered on the Middlebury town green Tuesday evening 

for a Vigil for Ukraine. Becca Orton, left, spoke for the Middlebury Union High 
School Student Coalition On Human Rights (SCOHR), which organized the vigil. 
The main speaker was Diana Herasim, an MUHS exchange student from Ukraine. 
She wore a traditional Ukrainian flowered headpiece and embroidered blouse, 
and spoke movingly about the travails her family and her fellow Ukrainians have 
suffered since the Russians invaded.

Independent photos/Steve James
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By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The Turning 

Point Center of Addison County 
(TPC) has scaled back its plans 
for the former St. Mary’s School 
building at 86 Shannon St. in 
Middlebury, and is diligently 
pursuing multiple funding sources 
for renovations that could allow the 
nonprofit to move into the building 
this year.

The TPC is one of 12 peer 
recovery centers in Vermont that 
focus on support for individuals 
and their families seeking recovery 
from substance use disorder and 
other addictions. The organization 
and its recovery programming 
are currently wedged into 3,300 
square feet at 54A Creek Road. 
Turning Point officials are eyeing 
a long-term rental agreement 
with St. Mary’s Church for its 
11,000-square-foot former school 
building, in which TPC would 
operate a “Hope and Recovery 
Community Center.”

Jennifer Mayhew, executive 
director of TPC, said the nonprofit 
originally targeted the larger space 
for such services as peer coaching, 
yoga, meeting areas, family support 
and childcare. Mayhew’s eventual 
goal called for installing “sober 
living” housing on the second floor 
of the school, for those leaving 

residential treatment facilities and 
who need a drug-free place to stay 
for several months.

But fiscal realities, among 
other factors, have prompted TPC 
officials to scale back plans. The 
Hope and Recovery Community 
Center is now pegged to house 
Turning Point and a variety of like-
minded health and human service 
agencies, direct services and group 
programs.

“The future could also include an 
MAT (medically assisted treatment) 
program and other services,” reads 
the TPC project narrative. “The 
community center will be a hub 
for programs, not just for people 
in recovery, but all people. We 
envision building a coalition of 
organizations to support a range of 
wellness activities.”

Mayhew believes the new center 
could become much more than 
then sum of its parts.

“This project would 
accommodate our expansion,” she 
said, “but the bigger need is (to 
create) a sense of community. It’s 
the community that helps people 
remain in recovery.”

She used her own experience as 
an example.

“As a child, I don’t know if I 
would be the person I am today 
without a community that looked 

different than what I went home to 
every day,” she said.

Turning Point officials had 
placed a $5 million estimate on its 
grander plans for the St. Mary’s 
School. The scaled-back version 
is expected to cost about half that 
much, according to Mayhew.

The most pressing item that 
needs to be addressed is the 
building’s heating system, she said. 
St. Mary’s Church is 
hiring an engineer 
to study the school’s 
entire heating, 
ventilation and air 
conditioning system 
to get evaluate what 
needs to be done.

“We would be 
in there today if 
it weren’t for that 
heating system,” 
Mayhew said, “We 
don’t have a timeline 
yet, because we 
don’t know what the 
renovation will look like.”

Installation of a new boiler 
system would be in the $350,000 
range, according to Mayhew. But a 
new HVAC system could cost a lot 
more, she acknowledged.

Like most nonprofits, TPC 
doesn’t have resources for 
big capital expenses. So the 

organization has applied to no 
fewer than four sources for its 
Hope and Recovery Community 
Center project. They include:

• A $500,000 grant through 
the in Vermont Community 
Development Program, money that 
would be used for the new center.

• A congressionally directed 
funding (federal earmark) request 
of $2,439,000. The Independent 

recently reported 
that other Addison 
County groups, 
headed by the Ilsley 
Library and Otter 
Creek Child Center, 
are also vying for 
federal earmarks. 
Applicants are 
being cautioned 
by Senate 
A p p r o p r i a t i o n s 
Committee Chair 
Sen. Patrick Leahy, 
D-Vt., that funding 
is limited for 

bricks-and-mortar proposals.
• Applications to 22 separate 

Addison County communities 
for a small portion off the federal 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
money they received in light of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The 22 
communities have received a total 
of $11 million in ARPA funding, 

of which the TPC would like 
$527,690. The requests range from 
$3,330 of Goshen’s $48,725 ARPA 
grant, to $120,034 of Middlebury’s 
$2,624,571 award.

How would TPC spend its total 
$527,690 cut? $350,000 would be 
invested in the community center, 
$20,000 for technology, and the 
balance for wages and benefits — 
including the hiring of a first-ever 
assistance director. The majority of 
TPC’s employees are 16 recovery 
coaches available to people 24/7.

Town selectboards have already 
started delegating purposes 
for their ARPA funds, or have 
been appointing committees to 
recommend expenditures. Mayhew 
said she, and her fellow nonprofit 
workers, have been discouraged to 
hear some communities earmark 
large portion of their money 
toward infrastructure — including 
sewer systems and WiFi.

“I think they might’ve forgotten 
what we’ve been through and how 
our service needs have changed 
(since the pandemic),” Mayhew said.

She noted Congress authorized 
four spending options for ARPA 
funds, including, “To respond to 
the public health emergency.”

Mayhew argues that TPC’s 
mission and services qualify under 
that criteria. The Independent 

previously reported how the 
organization had to pivot to online 
recovery programming at the 
outset of the pandemic.

Turning Point staff saw an 80% 
increase in participants receiving 
individual coaching from July 2020 
to June 2021, according to Mayhew. 
During that period, the center saw 
more than 9,100 individual guest 
sign-ins from throughout the 
county. Consequently, the TPC 
increased staffing from three to 16 
recovery coaches.

• A portion of money that 
Vermont towns (who opt-in) 
are slated to receive through a 
national opioid settlement with 
Purdue Pharma and its owners, 
the Sackler family. The Sackler 
family is expected to pay at least 
$5.5 billion, according to a recent 
announcement from the Vermont 
Attorney General’s Office. The 
exact amount Vermont will receive 
is still being finalized and is subject 
to court approval.

The next few months will tell 
whether TPC is successful in 
leveraging any of the funds it 
is seeking. Mayhew noted the 
community center proposal will 
also have to receive local zoning 
permission in order to proceed.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Recovery organization casts wide net for expansion funding 

“This project would 
accommodate our 
expansion, but the 
bigger need is (to 
create) a sense of 
community. It’s 
the community 
that helps 
people remain in 
recovery.”

— Jennifer Mayhew

Finding a new look
MIDDLEBURY’S TOWN HALL Theater raised over $4,000 on March 

19 from a “closet sale” of costumes used in recent productions. The 
proceeds will go to help THT and its resident theater companies. 
Among the bargain hunters who browsed the stock of dresses, hats, 
shoes and other fabulous wardrobe items, were, clockwise from below, 
10-year-old Zia Hamilton and 9-year-old Opal Carey of Cornwall trying 
on hats; MUHS sophomore Asa Baker-Rouse snapping up a floral 
dinner jacket with green tutu guaranteed to make quite an entrance at 
school; Sisters Ayla (10) and Ella (7) Knowles of Middlebury showing 
their dog, Coco, how to dress up; volunteer Cathy Walsh (in green tutu 
and straw hat) ready to help customers check out items; and Doug 
Anderson showing off a pair of wings used in an Opera Company of 
Middlebury show. Independent photos/Steve James
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Healhcare costs 
have deep roots

Many refugees not from Ukraine

How can God allow evil to exist?

A rewrite for more consolidation

(See Lovett letter, Page 5A)(See Nuovo, Page 5A)

(See Ways of Seeing, Page 5A)

I agree wholeheartedly that 
spending on healthcare is out of 
control. But when will we address 
the deeper reasons why this is 
so? We could certainly discuss 
the out-of-control salaries that 
administrators at many levels of 
this system receive, including 
the bureaucracy-heavy insurance 
companies. Or the out-of-control 
costs of pharmaceuticals and 
the other tools of the medical-
industrial complex.

Better yet, as a health care 
practitioner trained in preventive 
medicine, I think we desperately 
need to address all the conditions 
that have led us to be one of the 
unhealthiest countries in the world 
— our addiction to sugar, eating 
calorie-laden food with little 
nutritive value, poisons in our 
agricultural systems, the stress of 
working hard for a remuneration 
that doesn’t cover our basic needs, 
never mind allowing for time to 
recreate or be with family and 
friends, to name just a few.

Albert Einstein remarked 
decades ago that it is folly 
to expect that we can solve a 
complex problem from within the 
system that created it. What will 
it take to free ourselves from our 
reductionist linear thinking?

There is so much more to say 
about this. Here is a link to just 
one article that I found that may 
help us to reframe our conditioned 
thinking and expectations on this, 
as well as many other complex 
problems we are struggling with: 

tinyurl.com/3wsuwxf2
Wendy Goodwin

Middlebury

Disabled rights 
oft overlooked

A recent commentary by 
Justin Salisbury on the “Ongoing 
eugenics against disabled 
Vermonters” pointed out that 
Vermont has no law protecting 
parents against losing their 
children simply because they 
are disabled. Disability does not 
automatically mean that a parent 
can’t safely raise a child.

The current situation of 
disabled people in family law 
refl ects society’s impression that 
those of us with a disability are 
incompetent, that we need to 
have decisions made for us by 
able-bodied people who are just 
assumed to be so much more 
competent. Why is it that the 
disability community, which is 
quite large, is so often ignored 
even when our rights are at risk 
and our experience can provide 
valuable insight on an issue?

Is it because so few of us are 
activists? Is the dearth of activists 
itself a result of so many of us 
having internalized the view that 
to be disabled is to be incompetent 
until proven otherwise?

The marginalization of disabled 
people often plays a role in public 
health policy. It makes it easy, for 
example, to adopt policies which 
ignore the fact that COVID is an 
ongoing mass disabling event. 
Despite the fact that an estimated 
10-30% of COVID patients 
might experience disabling long 
COVID — even if their COVID 
infections didn’t produce severe 
symptoms — we have not seen fi t 
to fund research and resources for 
these people.

Disabled people need to be 
listened to, learned from and 
truly included in all policies and 
practices.

Charlie Murphy
Bennington

Hunts do not 
control coyotes

I am writing in response to the 
recent letter “Coyotes have had a 
negative effect in Vermont.” As a 
conservation biologist, I strongly 
disagree with the comments made 
by the long-time Vermont farmer/
hunter/trapper who admitted that 
his statements were based entirely 
on his own opinion.

A great deal of research 
has been conducted on coyote 
behavior and biology. The results 
of countless studies, as well as 
experiential data from farmers and 

By Claire
Corkins

Ways of
Seeing

The Meaning
of Life

by Victor Nuovo
 Middlebury College 
professor emeritus

of philosophy

The news coming out of Ukraine these past few 
weeks has been heartbreaking and disheartening. 
Ukrainian people and refugees have gained support 
from all over the world. I am so happy to see all the 
support for these refugees, but it has also served to 
highlight a disturbing disparity between the Ukrainian 
refugees and other refugees. A friend of mine shared a 
post with quotes from the media 
talking about the Ukrainian 
refugees and it stuck in my head, 
and then a comment on my local 
Front Porch Forum feed nudged 
the nagging feeling in my brain 
that post had left behind.

People are talking about the 
crisis in Ukraine in drastically 
different terms than they would 
if it was taking place in a poor 
black country. There have been, and are currently 
many confl icts happening in other places all over the 
world. There are millions of refugees searching for a 
safe place to live.

This isn’t to diminish the plight of the Ukrainian 
people or say that the world shouldn’t be sympathizing 
with them and aiding in any way they can. It is simply 
to point out that we should be showing this level of 
concern and compassion for refugees from any country.

Here’s a selection of quotes from the media regarding 
the current situation in Ukraine:

• “This isn’t Iraq or Afghanistan … This is a 
relatively civilized, relatively European city” — CBS 
foreign correspondent Charlie D’Agata.

• “What’s compelling is looking at them, the way 
they are dressed. These are prosperous middle-class 

people. These are not obviously refugees trying to get 
away from the Middle East … or North Africa. They 
look like any European family that you’d live next 
door to.” — Al-Jazeera

• “We are in the 21st century, we are in a European 
city and we have cruise missile fi re as though we were 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, can you imagine!?” — BFM 

TV (France), and another from 
them: “We’re not talking here about 
Syrians fl eeing … We’re talking 
about Europeans.”

• “This time, war is wrong 
because the people look like us 
and have Instagram and Netfl ix 
accounts. It’s not in a poor, remote 
country any more.” — Daniel 
Hannan, the Daily Telegraph.

• “To put it bluntly, these 
are not refugees from Syria, these are refugees from 
Ukraine … They’re Christians, they’re white. They’re 
very similar (to us).” — NBC News correspondent 
Kelly Cobiella explaining why Poland is accepting 
refugees. 

The gist of the post I saw on Front Porch Forum 
was that Ukrainian refugees are well educated, 
professionals even, that would be a real asset to any 
country who harbored them. It stated that the EU has 
said they can stay and work immediately in Western 
Europe without any red tape.

According to the WorldVision website, the countries 
with the most refugees and asylum seekers are Syria 
(6.8 million), Venezuela (5.4 million), Afghanistan 
(2.8 million), South Sudan (2.2 million), Myanmar 

9th in a series
What is the problem of evil? The fact 

that there is evil, that bad things happen, 
is undeniable. But this doesn’t constitute a 
single problem; rather it presents a host of 
problems, and in some cases, although not 
always, solutions. 

In the midst of a pandemic, 
epidemiologists were faced with a 
problem. What caused it? And having 
discovered that, other medical scientists 
developed vaccines to prevent its spread, 
or at least to mitigate its worst effects 
along with medicines to treat those who 
have contracted it. 

Similarly, the climate crisis is evil; 
brought on by our profl igate economic 
and industrial practices, and the lifestyle 
of the so-called developed world. We 
know what caused this crisis, and we 
know what can be done to meet it. There 
are a host of problems here also, but they are not so 
insurmountable that they can’t be effectively met. To 
begin with: Follow the science. Wear a mask in public 
places. Stop using fossil fuels. Exercise. Be kind.

But the problem still remains: Why is there any 
evil at all? Earthquake, wind and fi re; old age, illness, 
death, global warming, tyranny, war, genocide, crime 
and punishment, jealousy, envy, hate, resentment, 
cruelty. The list is endless. Who would deny that this 

would be a better world if such things 
never happened?

“Why is there any evil at all?” is twin 
to another fundamental question: “Why is 
there anything at all, why not nothing?” 
They are inseparable, as the philosopher 
G.W. Leibniz (1646–1716) well knew. 
The answer he gave to the latter question 
gave rise to the former.

For all we know, “Life, the universe 
and everything” might have just happened 
to come into being; in the beginning there 
was nothing; and behold, in this vale of 
nothingness something just popped into 
being, this tangible universe just came to 
be, uncaused and for no reason. Before 
there was nothing, and Voila! suddenly 
there is everything! 

Leibniz was sure that this could not 
happen. There had to be some cause, 
some reason for the world to begin to be. 

And that cause and reason is God. And therein lies 
the root of the problem of evil. For if a world without 
evil is conceivable, it must be possible, and surely it is 
desirable to anyone with a good will who possesses the 
power to create a world. 

Therefore, the fact there is evil leads to the 
conclusion that if God made this world, which is 
evidently full of evil, then either he, she or they did 

Top chefs
SEVEN-YEAR-OLD Edie and nine-year-old Vada, daughters of the owners of Buxton’s Store in 

Orwell, lend a hand — actually it looks like a couple of hands — at the Middlebury Invitational Chili 
Cook-off at the American Legion on Saturday. Whatever magic these girls imparted on this chili must 
have worked — Buxton’s won the competition! See more photos from the cook-off on Page 10A.

Independent photo/Steve James

In the political tussle pitting small schools against districts that want 
to close them, a newly devised bill, H.727, intentionally works against 
the effort to preserve Vermont’s smaller schools — even when those 
communities overwhelmingly vote to support them. But the bill is not 
wholly misguided. 

Its intent is to assure towns considering withdrawing from their 
districts thoroughly understand the implications. To that end, the pertinent 
section of the law (Section 724) adds a more vigorous process for small 
towns to undertake, requiring 17 pages to outline, including 14 pages of 
requirements before the fi rst step of the current withdrawal process can 
begin. (See story on Page 1A). It’s a process crafted in large part by the 
State Board of Education, which over the past year has displayed a blatant 
bias against withdrawal and for consolidation.

Those who have studied the bill’s new language recognize the increased 
hardship. 

• Herb Olson, a member of the Starksboro Save our Schools effort says 
it is “essentially an attempt to suppress voting without saying, “You don’t 
have a vote.” 

• Rep. Mari Cordes, D-Lincoln, said the bill “adds barriers and increases 
the time necessary for a town to withdraw from a union school district, 
further distancing the town’s ability to engage in a true democratic process 
about the school they know best.” 

• Lincoln selectboard member Paul Forlenza, whose town received a 
carve-out in the new law and won’t be affected, said that he didn’t think 
Lincoln “would have gotten as far as we’ve gotten,” had the new law been 
in effect when Lincoln began its successful effort to withdraw.

Moreover, the bill adds a completely unnecessary requirement that 
small schools achieve a 60% supermajority vote to withdrawal if the SBE 
gives a negative review of a school’s plan to withdraw. There could be no 
more blatant display of bias in a bill than a requirement that asks what no 
other bills do. In arguing that the 60% requirement be removed, Lincoln 
town attorney Karen Lueders explained no similar requirement is found 
“anywhere else in our voting laws… If the board’s reasoning is sound, the 
board (SBE) should have confi dence that the electorate will appreciate the 
reasoning and vote intelligently.”

But a reasonable assessment by the community wanting to keep its 
small school open is not the aim of Section 724. On the contrary, the aim 
of Section 724 is simply to make withdrawal more diffi cult and more 
unlikely. That’s particularly true because the mechanisms for a successful 
withdrawal effort are not readily at hand. 

Rep. Peter Conlon, D-Cornwall, rightly suggests tough questions need 
to be addressed before a withdrawal effort comes to a town vote. Those 
questions include: how a school will bus its kids to and from school, how 
the school will handle back-offi ce management or coordinate curriculum 
with its middle-and-high school partners, and, he says, most important of 
all, how the independent school will handle special education. 

Realistically, local options exist for a small school to handle transportation 
and the front-and-back offi ce requirements without excessive costs. 
Coordinating curriculum and special education, however, require a bigger 
framework. That’s always been the case. The failure of Act 46 is that it 
neglected to outline a process for a small school to withdraw while also 
managing those two issues.

For instance, that law could have (perhaps should have) required that a 
district could not propose closing a small school (and therefore recognize 
cost savings) without also offering to be the active partner in the secondary 
grades (middle and high school) and also offer to provide special education 
for that school’s students if it chose to withdraw. That would have put more 
of the onus on the school district ahead of its decision to close a school and 
made that board more thoughtful in its deliberation.

Similarly, in drafting new language for H.727, that approach could have 
been taken by the House committee — creating a feasible path forward for 
schools wanting to withdraw. Why the committee chose to make it more 
diffi cult is plain: like the SBE, its bias is to promote school consolidation 
and to eliminate smaller schools.

That’s not new. 
For decades attempts to pass measures to do just that failed. The 

brilliance of Act 46 was that it approached the issue piecemeal: fi rst, to 
change the unwieldy governance of supervisory unions and the multiple 
boards that entailed (Addison Central Supervisory Union had nine separate 
boards); second to provide a tax incentive over fi ve years that encouraged 
merging the governance into a single board, along with a promise not to 
close any schools in the fi rst years; and third to provide a process for small 
schools to withdraw from the district and remain open. All the bases were 
seemingly covered, including that important safeguard for towns to keep 
their schools — and their towns — vibrant.

For the legislature to renege on that construct now, however, and make 
withdrawal a near impossibility for small schools facing closure is not only 
dishonest, but unwise.

As we’ve argued before, there’s wisdom found in a town’s wholehearted 
effort to keep its school alive and its community thriving. To dismiss that 
runs counter to Vermont’s tradition of honoring each town’s uniqueness 
and independence, and undermines the very essence of much of the state’s 
rural charm. 

As this bill is debated in the Senate, we encourage a shift in the legislative 
bias from those who would do everything to push consolidation to those 
who see value in maintaining the vitality of Vermont’s small towns and 
those schools. 

That will require a rewrite of Section 724 that puts a more equal onus 
on the school district when deciding whether to close a school and what 
costs it will share. That’s not diffi cult to craft, but the House Education 
Committee and the SBE have chosen to look the other way. The Senate 
should right that wrong.

Angelo Lynn

H.727
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ranchers, support a very different 
picture of this species than the one 
Mr. Gebo described.

Mr. Gebo is correct that coyotes 
were not found in Vermont prior 
to the 1940s. But they are in no 
way an invasive species here. 
Rather, coyotes are native to North 
America. Our Eastern coyote 
evolved as its western cousin 
expanded its native range eastward 
to fill the territorial void left by 
wolves after they were extirpated 
by hunters.

It is well-documented that 
coyotes play important roles in 
maintaining healthy ecosystems. 
They control rodent populations, 
which in turn helps lower the 
rate of tick- and rodent-borne 
diseases. By consuming native 
grasses, fruit, and berries they 
disseminate seeds necessary for 
the survival of native animals and 
birds. Coyotes control populations 
of smaller predators like raccoons, 
foxes, skunks, and feral cats, 
thus increasing bird diversity and 
abundance. And, unlike smaller 
mammals and rodents, if left 
undisturbed by hunters/trappers, 
coyotes will maintain a stable 
population based on the available 
food supply. This natural process 
known as the predator-prey 
cycle keeps both coyote and prey 
populations in check. Problems 
arise when humans enter the 
equation.

Born wary of humans, coyotes 
prefer to avoid confrontations and 
will learn to stay clear of areas 
protected by hazing, appropriate 
fencing, livestock guardian dogs, 
or other humane deterrents. 
Packs are territorial and familial 
consisting of a mated Alpha 
pair, their current offspring and 
one or two young from previous 
years. The alpha pair breed once 
a year, do most of the hunting, 
instruct, socialize, and discipline 
the pack. If this pair is killed, the 
pack structure dissolves, transient 
coyotes may enter the territory 
and mate with otherwise non-
reproductive females, and more 
litters are produced. Loss of the 
breeding pair can result in greater 

aggression toward livestock and 
domestic animals. Clearly, it is 
counterproductive to kill coyotes 
as a means of controlling their 
numbers or aggression toward 
non-native prey.

The information I am relaying 
is factual and not based on my 
opinion, although I do have 
experience co-existing peacefully 
with coyotes. For 30 years I 
have had horses, mini equines, 
chickens, cats, and dogs on our 
family farm. We have easily 
co-existed with local coyotes and 
have appreciated their control 
of mice and other rodents in 
our pastures and near our barn. 
Personally, unlike Mr. Gebo, 
I have never known a farmer 
who encouraged woodchucks 
or wanted them to live in their 
gardens, fields, or pastures. They 
are not endangered or disappearing 
from the landscape. Rather, 
woodchucks cause enormous 
losses to vegetable farms and their 
burrows can break a horse’s leg if 
an animal steps in one.

Coyotes are often blamed for 
damage caused by other predators 
like bears, bobcats, or, frequently, 
domestic dogs. Losses of 
livestock or pets to predation are 
unfortunate and sad but usually 
completely avoidable if the farmer 
or pet owner is responsible for 
their animals. Pregnant cows, 
close to delivery should be kept in 
barns. Young calves, lambs, or any 
other vulnerable animals should 
be safely confined, especially at 
night. Carcasses should never be 
left near pastures or at the edges of 
fields as they will attract predators. 
Feed should be kept in closed 
containers as well. Proper fencing 
and other appropriate methods 
of hazing and guarding livestock 
should be utilized. We have never 
lost an animal to a coyote and 
have had plenty of young and/or 
small animals on our farm over the 
past three decades.

Finally, Mr. Gebo equates 
domestic dogs and coyotes 
chasing deer. It is true that dogs 
can be shot for chasing deer. 
But coyotes must kill to survive. 
They do not have humans to feed 

them every day. Coyotes weigh 
a fraction of what an adult deer 
weighs and rarely attack healthy 
robust animals who could kill 
or seriously injure them with a 
well-placed kick. Rather, deer 
taken are generally weak and often 
sick. In the late spring coyotes 
will kill fawns but after a few 
weeks of life fawns can outrun 
a coyote. According to Vermont 
Fish & Wildlife, coyotes do not 
significantly, impact the deer herd 
in Vermont. But their culling of 
sick or weakened individuals is a 
natural cycle that helps ensure a 
healthy and strong deer herd.

Extending Mr. Gebo’s logic, 
if we are to condemn coyotes 
for chasing deer then we should 
be condemning coyote hounders 
for chasing lone coyotes for 
miles with packs of hunting 
hounds. Unsupervised packs of 
hounds rampaging through fields, 
woods, and private property is 
an egregious form of recreation 
that is far more threatening to 
ecosystems than a local pack of 
coyotes.

In closing, I find myself 
agreeing with Mr. Gebo on one 
point. He supports a “managed” 
coyote hunting program in 
Vermont. His desire is to limit the 
hunting by coyotes of the species 
he would like to kill himself — 
rabbits and snowshoe hares. My 
reason for supporting a season 
on coyotes would be to regulate 
the year-round uncontrolled, 
sadistic, and wasteful slaughter 
of this important species. A 
closed hunting season that avoids 
the spring and summer months 
when pups are born and raised, 
would be an improvement 
over the environmentally toxic 
and inhumane way coyotes 
are currently persecuted in 
Vermont. Learning co-existence 
strategies would be an even better 
management approach and would 
prove to be beneficial for farmers, 
wildlife, nature lovers, and the 
ecosystems of our beautiful state.

Jennifer Lovett
Starksboro

Lovett letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

Letters to the Editor

We must try to fight inequitable healthcare system 
Thank you for the March 24 

editorial and Christopher Ross’s 
article about ever-rising healthcare 
costs. 

Advocates of publicly-funded 
universal healthcare have not lost 
interest, as Angelo Lynn suggests. 
They will never stop working to 
establish healthcare as a human 
right, as it is in every other 
prosperous modern democracy, 
where care is free at the point of 
service or affordably priced for 
everyone.

Only in the U.S. does the 
private insurance industry control 
and profit from every medical 
interaction while contributing 
nothing. Only in the U.S. does 

access to care depend on one’s 
job, do medical bills lead to 
bankruptcy, and do people pay for 
insurance policies they cannot use 
because of prohibitive deductibles 
and copays.

Why, when everyone 
understands the situation and 
millions suffer horribly from it, 
can we never sustain progress 
toward improving it? Why does 
every congressional and legislative 
candidate — at least Democrats 
and Progressives — promise 
healthcare reform and back 
away at the critical moment? At 
least partly because of campaign 
contributions from the for-profit 
insurance/pharmaceutical/

hospital establishment, and at 
least partly because of fear and a 
sense of hopelessness in the face 
of its overwhelming economic 
and political power. Even in our 
“brave little state,” the Green 
Mountain Care Board betrays 
the public shamelessly and with 
impunity again and again. It’s 
easier for legislators to concentrate 
on issues with a better promise of 
demonstrable success.

Angelo Lynn may be right that 
the fight for healthcare as a human 
right is tilting at windmills. But 
giving up is not an option.

Judy Olinick
Middlebury

(1.1 million), Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, (1 million), and 
Somalia (800,000). These 
people are fleeing conflicts, food 
insecurity, and ethnic and religious 
persecution. And while reports 
have stated that over 1 million have 
fled the Ukraine in the last week, it 
is the difference with which these 
refugees (from a mostly white, 
Christian, European country) have 
been talked about in comparison 
to those from poor, non-white 
countries that bothers me.

The statements listed above 
make it seem as if war and conflict 
cannot be helped in these poor 

remote uneducated countries, and 
is simply expected and normalized 
there. These statements say that 
because the Ukrainian people 
are so similar to us we should be 
more willing to help them. That 
we should care more about them. 
This implies that the opposite is 
also true; that we care less, and are 
less willing to help those that are 
not like us. That people who look 
different, have a different religion, 
or that live differently than us, are 
not as important to help.

I support everything people are 
doing to help the Ukrainian people 
and the refugees from this conflict, 
but I believe that this sympathy 

and outpouring of support should 
be applied to every refugee, 
regardless of where they are from. 

Claire Corkins grew up and 
lives in Bristol and studied Human 
Ecology at College of the Atlantic 
in Maine. After college she worked 
abroad teaching English as a 
second language. She currently 
works with her father in such 
various endeavors as painting 
houses, tiling bathrooms, building 
porches, and fixing old windows. 
She hikes, reads, plays ice hockey, 
travels, and wishes she could wear 
flip flops all year round.

Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

not know how to do better, or saw 
no need to do better, or willed not 
to do better. 

But this is inconsistent with 
the divine nature as Leibniz, and 
theists generally, believe. God 
is supposed to be omnipotent, 
omniscient and wholly good. Yet 
the existence of evil gives reason 
to doubt this; it leads us to think 
either that God was not able to 
create a world without evil, or did 
not know how, or did not choose to 
create a world without evil.  

Leibniz’s way out of this 
dilemma is to claim that God did 
the best that could be done. He, 
she or they created the best of all 
possible worlds. A better world 
than this is not possible; and even 
omnipotence cannot do what is not 
possible.

As I remarked in a previous 
essay in this series, this led 
Voltaire to satirize Leibniz in 
the character of Dr. Pangloss, in 
“Candide,” who took consolation 
in every misfortune in the refrain, 

“Everything is for the best in 
the best of all possible worlds.” 
Which is biting satire indeed, but 
misses the profound philosophical 
problem. 

For what is the alternative? 
There is reason to wonder about 
existence, just that there is 
anything. I and the world that I 
live in just might not have been. 
Plato believed that philosophy 
begins with wonder. In the middle 
of the night you may lie awake 
dreaming of a love song that 
haunts your memory, and wonder 
why you do this; or you may 
wonder that there is anything at 
all, or why your dream is not more 
real than your waking thoughts, 
or whether dreaming and waking 
are just different states of being. 
Or the voice of harsh realism may 
interject, telling you that there is 
no reason for anything. Everything 
happens, although there is no need 
or reason that it does. Chance 
and necessity are the cause of our 
existence; and these same blind, 
purposeless causes will cause your 

existence to end. And that’s all the 
wisdom that’s needed to settle your 
mind. 

But if this doesn’t settle your 
mind, then you must go with 
Leibniz, and conclude that this 
indeed is the best of all possible 
worlds. And then, in the remaining 
quiet of the night, you can wonder 
about the problem of evil. And 
maybe read some Leibniz.

Postscript 1: Leibniz also 
supposed that rational beings like 
you and me are free, and that as 
free agents the evil that we do is our 
fault and not God’s. I will consider 
this problem in next week’s essay. 
Stay tuned. 

Postscript 2: Leibniz published 
his reflections on the problem of 
evil in a book entitle “Theodicy,” 
which, by the way, is the theme 
of John Milton’s poem “Paradise 
Lost.” They’re both worth reading; 
both Milton and Leibniz were 
theists and desired “to justify the 
way of God to man.” But there 
are reasons to doubt that either 
succeeded.

Nuovo
(Continued from Page 4A)

Former MAUSD worker urges care in eyeing options
Dear Dawn Griswold and 

members of MAUSD board,
I worked for Mount Abraham 

Unified School District for many 
years until my retirement. I had 
the privilege of working at the 
Monkton School and at Beeman 
Elementary. I also had the 
opportunity to work with teachers 
from all MAUSD elementary 
schools. Each school is unique and 
has its own strengths reflecting 
the community, administration 
and teachers and thus contributes 
to the educational experience for 
students in the district as a whole. 

All elementary students 
in MAUSD benefit from the 
sharing of ideas and expertise 
among schools. The loss of 

any one school is a loss to the 
whole district. When I heard that 
Lincoln Community School was 
withdrawing from the district, 
I thought about the sad loss of 
unique and creative input to the 
district. Now, when I hear that 
Robinson School might also 
withdraw from MAUSD, I feel 
like the quality of the educational 
experience for all students in the 
district is in jeopardy. I strongly 
urge you, the board, to do all you 
can to keep all elementary schools 
in MAUSD.

When I heard Nate Levinson’s 
report, I felt encouraged for the 
future of our school district, that 
some common-sense solutions 
could be pursued to solve the 

declining enrollment dilemma. 
Now, I am concerned about 
the course of the Merger Study 
Committee. Surely it’s important 
to each town to have control over 
the decision as to whether or not 
to close its school. I can’t imagine 
any town wanting to give up 
that basic right of democracy in 
favor of a merger with Addison 
Northwest School District. Please 
maintain the integrity of our 
school district and the quality of 
educational experience for all 
students district-wide.

Yours sincerely,
Margaret Benn

New Haven

Who needs humorist Dave 
Barry when we have our own 
funnier Jessie Raymond? Every 
column she writes nails our life 
in these times. 

Her last one, in which the bear 

cracks open her bird feeder “like 
a lobster, the better to get at the 
good bits inside” and the dog is 
diagnosed “with a combination 
of pancreatitis and regret” is 
screamingly funny. 

Keep ’em coming, Jessie. We 
need you!

Rux Martin
Ferrisburgh

I have never given a lot 
of thought to the subject of 
“Rescue.” I moved to Middlebury 
seven years ago and have made 
good use of the Trail Around 
Middlebury and the many other 
places open to walkers. They were 
a welcome discovery to me and 
my canine companion Annie. 

I was showing off the joys 
Wright Park recently to visiting 

family when I slid down a hill in 
the mud, twisted my leg around 
backwards and heard a “snap.” 
For those of you who know 
the park, I was on the wrong 
side of Al Stile’s Bridge. It was 
immediately clear that I wasn’t 
going anywhere on my own.

911 to the rescue! It wasn’t 
long before a very able, friendly, 
well-organized crew appeared, 

strapped me into a stretcher device 
and whisked me over Al Stile’s 
bridge, up over the rocky path to 
the main trail. They hauled me out 
to a waiting ambulance. Everyone 
was professional and kind, and I 
do believe that they were really 
enjoying what they were doing.

I am grateful. 
Winky Thomas

Middlebury

Independent columnist gives reader a good laugh

Park visitor appreciates help from first responders

Fish & Wildlife corrects record on possible land deal
An article in this paper on 

March 24 regarding the Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife Department’s 
proposed purchase of the Kimball 
Brook Farm in Ferrisburgh 
contained some inaccuracies that I 
would like to correct. 

First, the article stated that the 
department may move forward 
with the purchase without the 
town’s backing. The department 
does not acquire land without 
support from the town where 
a project is located, and has no 
plans to do so in Ferrisburgh. The 
department does hope to keep 
working with Ferrisburgh residents 
and the selectboard to gain the 
support necessary to move forward 
on this project as a good neighbor. 

Second, I want to address 
the understandable fear that a 
sale to the department would 
remove Kimball Brook Farm 
from Ferrisburgh’s tax roll, using 
taxpayer dollars. The funds to 
purchase and manage Kimball 
Brook Farm would come from 
a federal grant from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, not from Vermont tax 
dollars. These federal funds 
are specifically dedicated for 
improving water quality in Lake 
Champlain through wetland 
conservation and restoration. 
Additionally, under department 
ownership Kimball Brook Farm 
would remain on the Ferrisburgh 
tax roll. In cases like this, the 
state’s Payment in Lieu of Taxes 
(PILOT) program compensates 
towns for state-owned land at a 
rate equivalent to the municipal 
rate a private owner would pay.

Third, I want to be clear that 
concerns the department would 
remove Kimball Brook Farm 
from agricultural production 
are unwarranted. Under the 
department’s proposal, the 
portions of Kimball Brook Farm 
with high quality agricultural 
soils would be licensed to local 
farmers. The department uses this 
approach at Wildlife Management 
Areas around Vermont including 
Dead Creek Wildlife Management 
Area in Addison and Lemon Fair 
Wildlife Management Area in 
Bridport. The department supports 
agricultural interests in Vermont 
and works hard to be a helpful, 
supportive neighbor in agricultural 

communities where we are a 
landowner.

Any time the department 
acquires interests in land, a top 
priority for us is to be a good 
neighbor and a positive part of the 
community. That means we work 
hard to address the concerns, and 
respect the wishes, of residents 
and officials in towns where we 
own property. Our approach to 

Kimball Brook Farm would be no 
different.

Will Duane
Vermont Fish and Wildlife

Montpelier
Editor’s note: Will Duane is 

the Land Acquisition Coordinator 
at the Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department who is managing the 
Kimball Brook Farm proposal.

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM
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Affordable Cremation  
& Burial Plans 

The only on-site crematory in Addison County. 
Locally owned & operated by Walter Ducharme

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Peace of Mind
is Knowing Your Loved One 

Never Leaves Our Care

In recognition of National Healthcare Decision Day, ACHHH wants to inspire, educate, and empower 
the public about the importance of advance care planning.

We invite you to come to ACHHH, speak to one of our employees, and either take the fi rst step of appointing a 
health care agent who can make medical decisions for you when you cannot speak for yourself, or take the next 
step of completing a Vermont Advance Directive for Health Care. 

Our employees can help you complete the necessary documents and will register 
them with the Vermont Advance Directive Registry.

If you answered “No” to either of these questions, consider attending our event!If you answered “No” to either of these questions, consider attending our event!

Do you have a health care agent?  Do you have an advance directive?Do you have a health care agent?  Do you have an advance directive?

Please call 802-388-7259 for an appointment. This is a free event, but preregistration is required.  

When: Thursday, April 14
Time: 9am - 4 pm
Where: ACHHH Headquarters, 254 Ethan Allen Highway (Rt. 7) New 

ObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

Ronald R. Stearns Sr., 68, of Ferrisburgh

PANTON — While Rhonda 
Cousineau Jackson passed away in 
early December, her spirit lives on. 
Come celebrate the wonderful life 
of Rhonda Jackson on her 52nd 

heavenly birthday on Sunday, 
April 10, from 1-4 p.m. at the 
Middlebury VFW, where food and 
drinks will be provided, and the 
bar will be open.

VERGENNES — Allen Earl 
Farnsworth, 85, of Waltham, Vt., 
passed away March 15, 2022, in 
Tampa, Fla. Allen is survived by his 
wife, Carol; sons Jeffrey and Paul; 
Paul’s children, Piper and Walter; 
his sister Joanne Woolery; and her 
son Wayne and their families. A 
memorial service will be held at the 
Vergennes Congregational Church 
on Saturday June 4, at 2 p.m. 

Interment with military honors will 
take place at the Vermont Veterans 
Memorial Cemetery in Randolph, 
Vt., on Monday, June 6, at 1 p.m. 
In lieu of flowers, contributions 
in memory of Allen can be made 
to the Habitat for Humanity of 
Addison County, Vt.

A full obituary will be published 
at a later date.◊

BRANDON — Genevieve 
Clifteen Gero, age 79, passed 
away Saturday, March 26, 2022, 
at her home in Brandon.

Genevieve was born in Hancock 
on July 28, 1942. She was the 
daughter of Clifton and Geneva 
(Whitter) Vorse. She grew up in 
Hancock, where she received her 
education. She has been a resident 
of Brandon since 2016, moving 
here from Bridport. She worked as 
a cook at Porter Hospital for more 
than 35 years, retiring in 2007. 
She enjoyed Word Search and 
puzzles, and loved playing bingo 
and camping at Lake Dunmore.

She is survived by her son; 
Shawn Lee Gero and his wife 
Kim of Bridport; two daughters, 
Penny Moulton and her husband 
Steve of Leicester and June 
Eddy and her husband John of 
Rutland; a brother, Clifton Vorse 
Jr. of Enosburg; three sisters, 
Kathy Kimball of Monkton, 
Ginny Stillwell of California and 
Dale Vorse of Vermont. Nine 
grandchildren, several great-
grandchildren and many nieces, 
nephews and cousins also survive 

VERGENNES — Selma Ruskin 
(Levinson) mother, grandmother, 
great grandmother, sister, former 
wife and friend left this world on 
March 13, 2022, at age 97.

She was born to Saul and 
Gussie Ruskin on January 23, 
1925, in Brooklyn, New York. 
After graduating from high school, 
Selma attended the Tobe-Coburn 
School for fashion careers in New 
York City. Some years later she 
also attended the New York School 
of Interior Design, which allowed 
her to establish her long-lived 
career as an interior designer

Selma loved spending time with 
her family and her cats. She is 

FERRISBURGH — Ronald 
R. Stearns Sr., 68, passed away 
peacefully on Monday, March 21, 
2022, at his home in Ferrisburgh 
surrounded by his family.

He was born on May 3, 1953, 
in Ferrisburgh, Vt., the son of 
Raymond R. Stearns and Juletta 
M. (Humiston) Stearns.

His pastimes included fishing, 
hunting, pool, poker and 
collecting. Above all other things 
he cherished the time he spent 
with his family.

Ronald is survived by his 
loving wife of 41 years, Debbie 
A. Stearns; their children, Candy, 
Ron Jr., Amanda-Lee, Justin, 
Bob, Cheryl, Michelle and 
Tugger; 24 grandchildren; 10 

great-grandchildren; his siblings, 
Shirley, Jane, Raymond, and 
Robert, and their spouses; many 
nieces, nephews, cousins, and 
extended family that he had made 
his own. He is predeceased by his 
parents and two grandchildren.

Special thanks to Addison 
County Home Health and Hospice, 
Amy Curtis, Becky Brown, Tracy 
Sargent, and all of the office 
personnel.

A service will be at a later 
date. To send online condolences 
to his family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

In lieu of flowers please send 
donations to Addison County 
Home Health and Hospice, PO 
Box 754, Middlebury, VT 05753.◊

VERGENNES — Iris L. 
Whitney, 52 of Vergennes, passed 
peacefully on Sunday, March 27, 
at UVM Medical Center following 
a long, hard-fought battle with 
cancer. 

Iris is survived by her siblings, 
Brian Whitney of Vergennes, 
Angela Whitney of Panton and 
Melody and her husband Dale 
Miller of Addison. She is also 
survived by her niece, Skye 
Whitney of Redmond, Wash., 
and a very special cousin, Becky 
Newville of Vergennes, as well as 
many additional cousins. She was 
predeceased by her father, James 
Whitney; mother, Ann Whitney; 
her brother, Thomas Whitney; and 
her nephew, Anthony Whitney. 

Services will be private at a later 
date.◊

EAST MIDDLEBURY — 
Elizabeth “Beth” Patch Wilkinson 
died on March 16, 2022. Beth was 
born on Feb. 19, 1931, in Rutland, 
daughter of George Oscar Patch 
Jr. and Elfeda Bartholemew Patch. 
Beth grew up in Castleton Corners, 
graduating from Fair Haven High 
School in 1949. In September, 
Beth moved to Boston, Mass., 
to attend Fay Secretarial School 
and graduated in June 1950. 
Beth stayed in Boston working 
for the C.R. Swaney Company 
until February of 1952, enjoying 
running the PBX (switchboard).

Beth was engaged on July 27, 
1950, to the love of her life, Roy 
Wilkinson, just before he left for 
Korea; they were married shortly 
after his return in October 1951. 
From October 1951 to August 
1966, Roy and Beth lived many 
places courtesy of the USMC:  
Boston; Miami and Opa Locka, 
Fla.; Albany, Ga.; Camp Lejeune 
and Cherry Point, N.C.; and, 
Newport, R.I. As the USMC 
doesn’t take dependents overseas, 
Beth and children lived in Vermont 
the two times Roy had 16-month 
overseas tours. The years spent 
moving around, Beth volunteered 

RONALD R. STEARNS SR.

ELIZABETH “BETH” PATCH 
WILKINSON

Elizabeth “Beth” Patch Wilkinson, 91, of East Middlebury

in her churches, Girl Scouts, and 
the schools, plus carpooling. 

When Roy retired from the 
Marine Corps in 1966, they moved 
their family back to Vermont. Beth 
did office work at Middlebury 
College, retiring in 1994. From 
close friendships with many 
Middlebury students, Beth and Roy 
learned a lot about the United States 
and some foreign cultures without 

leaving home.
Beth’s faith has always been 

a priority in her life. Active in 
church, community and enjoying 
her family were very important to 
her. Other interests included: friends 
(email was great!), travel (including 
Amtrak trips), computers, research, 
cross-stitch, crossword puzzles, 
photography, genealogy and reading.

Beth is survived by her two 
sons, Alan (Deb) and Barry (Barb), 
son-in-law Ron Dubuque, sister 
Veontha, and two brothers, George 
(Liz) and Melvin (Darla). She was 
blessed by her eight grandchildren 
and 16 great-grandchildren. Beth 
was predeceased by her daughter 
Wendy; her husband of 68 years, 
Roy; her brother-in-law Stanley 
Modeen; and her father and mother.

A Memorial Service will be held 
at Memorial Baptist Church in 
Middlebury on Sunday, April 10, at 
1 p.m., with a reception immediately 
following in the Fellowship Hall. 
Beth will be buried at Prospect 
Cemetery in East Middlebury. In 
lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to Memorial Baptist Church. 
To send online condolences to 
her family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

Selma (Levinson) Ruskin, 97, of Vergennes

SELMA (LEVINSON) RUSKIN

Robert and Arleen Levinson, 
her grandsons Gabriel Enlsein 
and Justin Levinson and his wife 
Marley Marosy and their daughter, 
Selma’s great-granddaughter, 
Agnes Levinson.

She enjoyed participating in 
activities and making friends at 
the Charlotte Senior Center and 
at Elderly Services in Middlebury, 
Vermont

There will be a private interment 
later in the spring of 2022. In lieu 
of flowers, please make a memorial 
donation to the charity of your 
choice or the American Cancer 
Society as Selma was a survivor of 
the disease.◊

survived by her daughter Barbara 
Levinson, her son and his wife 

GENEVIEVE CLIFTEEN 
GERO

Genevieve 
Clifteen Gero, 79, 

of Brandon

her. She was predeceased by her 
husband, Howard Gero Jr., and 
two sisters, Loretta and Martha.

A private graveside committal 
service and burial will take place, 
at a later date, in Greenwood 
Cemetery in Bristol.

Memorial gifts in lieu of flowers 
may be made in her memory to 
Brandon Area Rescue Squad, P.O. 
Box 232, Brandon, VT 05733.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home in Brandon.◊

Iris L. Whitney, 52, of Vergennes

IRIS L. WHITNEY

Allen Earl Farnsworth, 85,
of Vergennes

Rhonda Cousineau Jackson
celebration of life

Gisele Bolduc 
notice of passing

Anthony Morell 
“Tony” Clark,
78, Goshen

TONY CLARK

GOSHEN — Anthony Morell 
“Tony” Clark was born in Wales, 
United Kingdom, on March 21, 
1944. He was to son of James and 
Mary (Bevir) Clark. He grew up 
largely in Bordeaux, France, and 
received his education on Jersey in 
the Channel Islands.

He owned and operated 
Blueberry Hill Inn & XC Ski 
Center for over 50 years. Over 
those years, he befriended 
countless guests and visitors, 
sharing stories over the delicious 
and creative meals that he helped 
create. He also worked to build 
and maintain a network of over 35 
kilometers of cross-country skiing 
and hiking trails. These trails were 
the site of ski races like the “Great 
American Ski Race,” running 
races such as the “Goshen Gallop” 
(now in its 44th year), as well the 
place where many children and, 
in some cases, future Olympians 
learned to ski. Tony also worked 
with the Moosalamoo Association 
and the U.S. Forest Service to 
achieve a National Recreation 
Area designation for the region, a 
unique designation that will protect 
recreation opportunities in the 
region for generations to come.

Tony died March 26, 2022.
He is survived by a daughter, 

Britta Clark of Boston; three 
sons, Timothy Clark of Leicester, 
Christopher Clark of Winthrop, 
Wash., and Oliver Clark of 
Goshen; a brother, Roger Clark 
of Canterbury, England; and three 
granddaughters, Ashley Clark of 
Leicester, and Sisu and Neva Clark 
of Winthrop, Wash.

A celebration of Tony’s life will 
take place on Sunday, April 24, at 
the Blueberry Hill Inn in Goshen, 
beginning at 11:30 a.m. Please 
visit blueberryhillinn.com/tony for 
more information.

Memorial gifts in lieu of flowers 
may be made in his memory to the 
Blueberry Hill Outdoor Center or 
the Moosalamoo Association, two 
nonprofits dedicated to conserving 
the trails, bridges and woods that 
Tony dedicated much of his life to.

Miller & Ketcham Funeral Home 
in Brandon is assisting the family 
with arrangements. ◊

The Addison Independent considers obituaries community 
news and does not charge to print them, as long as they follow 
certain guidelines. These guidelines are published on our web 
site: addisonindependent.com. Families may opt for unedited 
paid obituaries, which are designated with “◊” at the end.

Addison Independent
Obituary Policy
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NEW HAVEN — Gisele 
Bolduc, 98, of New Haven died on 
Wednesday morning, March 30, 
2022.

A wake and time for gathering 
with friends and family will take 
place at Brown McClay Funeral 
Home in Vergennes on Tuesday, 
April 5, 6-8 p.m. A funeral 
service will be held at St. Peter’s 
Catholic Church in Vergennes on 
Wednesday, April 6, at 1:30 p.m.

A full obituary will run in a 
future edition of the Independent.
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BRISTOL
802-453-2301

VERGENNES
802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Dra� ing  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operatedFamily owned and operated
Addison county’s ONLY full ONLY full ONLY

service monument companyservice monument company

C LEGGS 
M E MORIALS

BARRE 
GRANITE

ASSOCIATION
RETAIL

MEMBER

Allow Future Generations
to celebrate and remember a loved one

with a personalized memorial

We offer Cleaning, Onsite lettering, Sand blasting,
Drafting, Delivery, Installation 

A locally-owned Addison county business • Free consultations

At the corners of Rt 116 & 17, Bristol, VT
802-453-2226   |   www.livingstonfarm.com

Harvey Smith, R-New Haven.
The carve-out follows Route 

7 (North Pleasant Street), then 
follows Main Street (Route 30), to 
Weybridge street (Route 23) to the 
Weybridge border.

Rep. Robin Scheu, D-Middlebury, 
had hoped to see the Middlebury 
House district remain intact, but in 
the end acknowledged the numbers 
were stacked against keeping 
Addison-1 status quo.

She pointed to 2020 federal 
census numbers showing population 
increases in the northern part of 
the state, with declines to the south 
during the past decade. So balancing 
numbers by district had a domino 
effect, with Addison County proving 
a difficult territory to sort out during 
the juggling process, according to 
Scheu.

“I know their goals were to try 
to keep communities and districts 
intact as much as possible, and it 
was a real challenge to make it work 
and not have it be too far outside the 
range of either positive or negative 
of what the standard is,” she said. 

“Middlebury grew too much to 
keep it a two-person district,” Scheu 
added. “(The House Government 
Operations Committee) honored the 
town’s request to keep (Addison-1) 
a two-seat district, but they had to 
carve out a piece of Middlebury to 

make the numbers work and to be 
within the appropriate ranges.”

Scheu harkened back to the 1990s, 
when Middlebury again ran afoul of 
the redistricting math and ceded a 
small sliver of town — comprised 
of a few Middlebury College dorms 
— to the New Haven district.

“That would be a nice, easy thing 
to do (this time), except Middlebury 
has changed, and the college has 
changed the addresses of the kids; 
it’s all on Old Chapel Road,” she 
said. “We can’t do that, because Old 
Chapel Road isn’t contiguous to 
another town. If they had kept their 
addresses the same, we might have 
had some options there.”

While Middlebury will see 
divided House representation for 
at least the next 10 years, Scheu 
stressed that she and her district-
mate — Rep. Amy Sheldon, 
D-Middlebury — will gladly assist 
anyone within the town’s borders.

“We will always consider 
anyone who lives in Middlebury 
our constituent, regardless of what 
district they are in,” she said.

Check out the complete 

Addison-1 map at tinyurl.com/
mr34r5hr.
OTHER TOWNS

• The Addison-2 House district 
will continue to be a one-seat district 
containing the towns of Cornwall, 
Goshen, Leicester, Ripton and 
Salisbury, but will lose the town 
of Hancock to the neighboring 
Windsor-Addison district that also 
contains Rochester, Braintree, 
Bethel and Stockbridge. 

• Addison-3 will continue to 
be a two-seat district including 
the communities of Vergennes, 
Ferrisburgh, Addison, Panton and 
Waltham. But the district will gain 
a slice of neighboring New Haven, 
which right now is in the Addison-5 
district. That northwestern chunk 
includes portions of Route 7, Field 
Days Road, Lime Kiln Road, 
Pea Ridge Road, Pearson Road, 
Campground Road, Twitchell Hill 
Road, Daniels Road, Quaker Village 
Road and Nancy Lane. Check out 
the Addison-3 map at tinyurl.com/
yrf9b9eb. 

• Addison-4 will remain 

New map
(Continued from Page 1A)

(See Other towns, Page 8A)

By ANGELO LYNN
FOREST DALE — Ask anyone 

who knew him, and a lot of folks did, 
and they’ll tell you Wayne Kingsley 
was one of the nicest, most honest, 
humble, sincere, hardest-working, 
talkative men they’d ever met. And 
he was a magnificent farmer, man 
of the land, who raised the best corn 
they’d ever eaten.

And it wasn’t just locals who 
knew Wayne, hundreds of visitors 
from around Lake Dunmore and 
Fern Lake knew him as well.

“I’ve been going to Lake 
Dunmore for 30 years and known 
him most of that time,” said John 
Kane, a Massachusetts resident who 
has been visiting the area since he 
attended college. “Naturally, when 
you’d want corn, you go to Wayne’s 
Farm Stand, not because it was just 
the most convenient, but because it 
was the best.” 

And you’d also go for the 
conversation. 

“We’d get to talking and we’d 
have these deep philosophical 
conversations. It was just magical,” 
Kane recalled. “Here was this classic 
Vermont farmer, not only because 
of what he did, but how he looked 
— sharp angular features, crisp blue 
eyes, lines on his face that were 
different from those of the folks I 
knew. Each one represented like a 
ring on a tree, of all the seasons. And 
he knew so much, of farming but of 
all things. You’d really get a better 
understanding of yourself when you 
talked to him.”

Kane, who studied photography, 
would end up taking some classic 
black and white photos of Kingsley 
around the farm on Forest Dale Road 
— some of which Kingsley hung on 
his living room walls. 

“That day we took the photos 
was a special day, he really opened 
himself up and was vulnerable… 
almost brings tears to my eyes. He 
had great pride in growing food and 
having people in the community 
reap the rewards of that. We miss 
that in the city. Wayne was truly the 
first farmer I’ve ever known — who 
I could call by his first name and we 
knew a bit about each other. 

“We’d talk about his crops, of 
course, and about the weather, but 
also about the general state of affairs 
and family dynamic, always there at 
the farm stand, and with each season 
… there was a new conversation, a 
new insight.”

Kane took the photos in 2008, 
when Kingsley was 70. Kane was 
38 and getting his master’s in 
education, researching archetypes, 
the people we aspire to be, that 
level of accomplishment we seek 
to achieve. “Wayne had that and I 
always admired his work ethic, the 
focus, the dedication and passion. 
He was the definition of a farmer. 
Never any question about it… that’s 
just who he was. I studied Norman 
Rockwell, and to me, Wayne had 
that quintessential look and persona, 
that farmer, the essence of farming 
wrapped into this wonderful guy.”

Wayne Kingsley, 84, died 
on Friday, March 4, 2022, after 
having been ill from cancer that 
was discovered in late last fall. He 
was born in Ticonderoga, N.Y., 
on Oct. 25, 1937, graduated from 
Chestertown (N.Y.) High School and 
received degrees in forestry from 
Paul Smith’s College and Syracuse 
University.

He worked in the U.S. Forest 
Service for over 32 years in timber 
and fire management in Virginia, 
Pennsylvania and Vermont. He 
became a resident of Forest Dale 
in 1965, when he bought the few 

acres of land that were known since 
the mid-1970s as “Kingsley’s Farm 
Stand.”

But there was more than just 
farming. 

Kingsley was an avid 
outdoorsman, hunter and trapper, 
as well as an avid vegetable farmer. 
He was a co-founder and first vice 
president of the Vermont Trappers 
Association. 

His neighbor-down-the-road-a-bit 
Fred Putnam Jr. knew Wayne since 
the mid-1970s when the two worked 
on the same forest service crew. 
Wayne, who was a few years older, 
was also “trapping and trading in furs 
and cowhides,” Putnam recalled.

The two men got into separate 
fields within the forest service, but 
they stayed in touch and both retired 
from the Forest Service more than 
three decades later. During all that 
time, Putnam said, Kingsley also 
ran his small vegetable farm and the 
farm stand. 
WORK ETHIC

That Kingsley had two jobs was 
no surprise to Putnam. 

“Anybody you talk to will talk 
about his work ethic, which was well 
over the top; hard to match. Just as 
was his honesty and integrity. Simply 
unmatched. He had no false fronts, 
very genuine. The person he was, 
was always just there… right in front 
of you.”

It was why, Putnam said, he 
always managed his farm stand on 
a code of honor. People picked up 
the vegetables on their own, put the 
money in a lock box and, if he wasn’t 
around to visit with, they’d come 
back another time to talk.

“He just assumed other people 
would have his same sense of 
honesty and integrity,” Putnam said, 
adding that it didn’t always work 
out that way, as Wayne would tell in 
stories. 

“But overall people responded in 
kind,” Putnam said. “And that’s the 
way he wanted it, and who he was. 
Just an honest guy to the core with a 
lot of integrity.”

Local artist and author Ashley 
Wolff was also a close friend of 
Kingsley’s, and who dedicated 
a children’s book to him about a 
farmer (drawn as Kingsley’s favorite 
dog, Rufus) raising pumpkins. The 
book was published in 2021 and 
called “How to Help a Pumpkin 
Grow,” which was dedicated to “a 
man outstanding in his field.”

Wolff, like many others, had fond 
remembrances of Kingsley and 
many stories, but summed up the 
feelings of many when she wrote, 
“Here on Lake Dunmore, Wayne 
will be deeply missed. He was a 
great neighbor and friend.”

After learning of Kingsley’s death, 
another lake friend, Mark Evans, 
posted on social media: “A very sad 
note that Wayne Kingsley passed 
away last Friday. Kingsley’s Farm 
Stand was an institution in Forest 
Dale. Loved by many and known for 
much more than his delicious corn, 
he will be missed by all who knew 
him. For those of you who stuffed 

WAYNE KINGSLEY, SHOWN in a 2008 photo at his namesake farm and farm stand in Forest Dale, was 
well known and well liked for his produce, his honesty, his hard work and his friendliness.

Photo by John Kane

Wayne Kingsley: A small vegetable
farmer who left a big impression

dollar bills into the box to pay for 
plants, fruits and vegetables, our 
region is less rich with the passing of 
Wayne.... He will be missed.”

Others added their voices: 
• “He was a treasure,” Jon 

Freeman.
• “I was saddened to hear the 

news last week. And of course last 
year when Jon (Wood) passed, he 
was so instrumental in the growth of 
sustainable farming in Vermont. The 
community is going to be different 
without our two favorite farmers! 
They, of course, were more than 
just farmers; for so many they were 
friends to share a little of life and 
enjoy the neighborly conversation,” 
Chip Paison.

• “Man, he will be missed!!!! The 
end of an era. What he gave to the 
community was exceptional,” Bruce 
Acciavatti/Wonder Walks.

• “That is so sad. I used to chat 
with Wayne about ‘life, the universe 
and everything.’ And, of course, 
buy his corn, vegetables, and spice 
starts. He was a good person... my 
heart goes out to his family and close 
friends,” Rebecca Holmes.

• “He was a wonderful person, 
donating many vegetables to local 
agencies and being kind to all. This 
man knew his gardening! He was 
a wealth of information regarding 
farming. I for one will miss ‘picking 
his brain’ regarding growing food 
and processing hides. My heart is 
heavy knowing he won’t be down 
the road to visit with. He will be 
sorely missed!” Karen Rhodes.

• “OMG, just so SAD to hear! 
Thanks for the post, broke my heart, 
he was an Institution. Many, many 
happy memories there with him. 
Gosh, RIP, Farmer Wayne,” Regina 
Styles.

• “This is the loss of a very good 
neighbor. Wayne was rarely in 
evidence when I would stop by his 
stand to marvel at the selection and 
reasonable prices he always offered. 
It spoke worlds about him, though — 
much hard work in evidence, quality, 
fairness, and the recognition of a 
way of doing business that speaks to 
the best in us. To know that the little 
shed at the end of the drive would 
annually offer his delicious fresh 
corn selections was one of summer’s 
delights and will be sorely missed. 
Farewell, Wayne,” Hilary Hatch.

A memorial service “In 
Celebration of His Life” will be held 
on Monday, April 4, 10 a.m. at the 
Forest Dale Christian Fellowship 
Church. The Rev. Barry Tate, pastor, 
will officiate. 

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Vermont State Police last week 
wrapped up a three-month 
investigation into a suspected case 
of cruelty to a Bridport child.

In December, detectives 
assigned to the Vermont State 
Police Bureau of Criminal 
Investigations and officials with the 
Vermont Department for Children 
& Families began investigating. 
On March 23, they cited Jeanne 
Bergeron, 61, of Brandon for 
cruelty to a child in Brandon.

Bergeron is scheduled to answer 
the charge in Rutland County 
Superior Court, Criminal Division, 
on May 2.

Separately last week, a March 23 
two-vehicle crash resulted in one 
driver being taken to the hospital

On that Wednesday at around 
5:39 p.m., troopers responded 
to the crash on Route 7 at the 
intersection with Lime Kiln Road 
in New Haven. Police report that 
Shelby Hallock, 18, of Burlington 
was driving a 2012 Ford F-250 
pickup truck northbound on 
Route 7, while Eric Heller, 65, of 

Police wrap up cruelty to child case

Police Log
Vt. State

Monkton, was driving a 2004 Saab 
95 southbound on Lime Kiln Road. 
Police said Hallock turned right 
onto Lime Kiln Road and struck a 
telephone pole before returning to 
the roadway and striking Heller’s 
Saab head-on.

Both vehicles were totaled, and 
the telephone pole was knocked 
over. Route 7 in the area of this 
crash was reduced to one lane for 
more than an hour.

Hallock, who was not wearing 
a seatbelt, was taken to UVM 
Medical Center for suspected minor 
injuries. No injuries were reported 
for Heller.

Police issued Hallock traffic 
tickets for driving outside her lane 
and not wearing a seatbelt.

Meanwhile, on March 27 at a 
little before 1:30 a.m., troopers saw 
what they perceived to be a vehicle 
engaged in a moving violation on 

Hollow Road in Ferrisburgh, and 
they stopped the car. They identified 
the driver as 26-year-old Andre 
Letourneau of Ferrisburgh. 

While speaking with Letourneau, 
police detected indicators of 
impairment, and identified a 
passenger as a juvenile. Troopers 
screened Letourneau, placed him 
under arrest, took him to the New 
Haven barracks and cited him for 
driving under the influence and 
reckless endangerment.

They then released Letourneau to 
a sober party.

Finally, on Monday morning, 
when many Vermont roads were 
slick and slippery with a coat of 
ice, state police closed Route 22A 
in Addison for five hours due to 
multiple vehicle crashes. The road 
was closed at around 5:23 a.m. 
from Addison Four Corners south to 
Route 125 in Bridport.

Police announced that Route 22A 
was open again at 10:41 a.m. As 
of Tuesday afternoon, state police 
hadn’t provided specific details on 
the number or nature of the crashes.

VERMONT — The Green 
Mountain Club reminds hikers that 
mud season is here, so all trail users 
should stay off the wet and muddy 
high-elevation trails until they dry 
out, around the end of May. This 
will allow the trails to dry and 
reduce erosion and maintenance 
needs. Many trails are closed by the 
state of Vermont, and GMC asks 
hikers to stay off any muddy trails, 
especially those above 2,500 feet.  

Hiking through or around 
muddy trails causes soil erosion, 
trail widening, and tramples 
fragile vegetation on the edges 
of trail. For more about why mud 
season occurs and why it’s bad for 
the trails, contact GMC or visit 
greenmountainclub.org/hiking/
mud-season/ 

There are plenty of places to hike 
during mud season — Think low 
elevation trails and durable surfaces, 

like gravel trails or mountain roads. 
Dirt roads around the state are in 
especially rough shape this year, 
and excess car traffic exacerbates 
the problem. Be a good neighbor 
and check road conditions on the 
way to trailheads, and avoid closed 
roads. GMC has many mud season 
hike recommendations, which can 
be found at greenmountainclub.
org/hiking/hikevt. Some favorites 
include:

• Bristol Trail Network: 2.4 
miles of low-elevation, well-
draining trails around the town 
and the New Haven River. Try an 
out-and-back for 5 miles of mud 
season-suitable hiking. 

• Mount Ascutney Toll Road: 
7.4 miles round trip with 2,300 feet 
of elevation gain for a challenge 
and views without damaging the 
trails. 

• South Shore Trail, Willoughby 

State Forest: The two-mile loop 
skirts the edge of Lake Willoughby 

• Appalachian Trail from 
Gifford Woods State Park to 
River Road, Killington: This 2.7-
mile section of the AT (5.4 miles 
round-trip) travels along the south 
shore of the beautiful Kent Pond. 
It then gradually descends through 
the woods to the Thundering 
Falls universally accessible spur 
trail, which leads to the base of a 
waterfall. 

• Colchester Causeway on the 
Burlington Greenway/Island Line 
Trail: This 4-mile, 10-foot-wide 
gravel path extends out into the 
middle of Lake Champlain, giving 
you water views all around. Access 
the Causeway from Airport Park 
and or Mills Point Road Lot in 
Colchester, or add miles on with the 
Burlington Greenway. 

Hikers need to stay off muddy trails
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“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”

50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners
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CENTER

 
Jim Condon Jim Condon  ..... 802-388-4880 or 802-475-2349
    SomaWork

Caryn Etherington Caryn Etherington  ............  802-388-4882 ext. 3
    Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork

Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ................ 802-388-4882 ext. 4
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon ...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work                www.joanne.abmp.com

Winfield Kelley, D.C. Winfield Kelley, D.C.  ....................... 802-453-6010
    Chiropractic Treatment

Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier.................... 802-388-4882 ext. 1
 Ortho-Bionomy®
Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
 Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
 Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Donna Belcher, 
M.A., psychologist-
master, has been 
in private practice 
in Vermont for 34 
years. She has felt 
privileged to work 
with a wide variety 
of people. She has 
experience with 
such challenges 
as: depression, 
anxiety, grief, 
chronic illness, 
divorce, caregiver 
burnout, work 
stress, mid life 
transitions and 
developing a 
deeper connection with creativity 
and life purpose.

My office is currently open for 
telephone, online, and in person 
appointments.

Most insurances now cover 
telephone and video.

Donna Belcher, 
MA Licensed 
Psychologist 

- Master, 
Psychotherapy
 & Hypnosis

SomaworkSomaworkss    ••    MiddleburMiddleburyy,,  VT VT 
802-388-3362 802-388-3362 
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TRADING COMPANY
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USED

David Wimett, 35 Years Experience
C. Michael Jackman, 40 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2014 JEEP COMPASS LATITUDE
4x4, Loaded,  112k miles

$12,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2011 JEEP WRANGLER SPORT
4x4 lifted, Off road package, 99k miles

$18,995

2016 TOYOTA TUNDRA
DB Cab, 4x4 TRD Off Road, Loaded, 91k miles

$31,995

2014 TOYOTA RAV4
Limited AWD, Leather, Loaded, 109k miles

$20,995

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

FRESH SPRING INVENTORY SALE!FRESH SPRING INVENTORY SALE!

2011 BUICK LUCERNE
CXL, V6, Loaded, 107k miles

$8,995

Lincoln’s not as much, setting the 
two towns on completely different 
paths toward the same objective.

In both cases — and any others 
that may emerge in the future 
— the bill “adds barriers and 
increases the time necessary for 
a town to withdraw from a union 
school district, further distancing 
the town’s ability to engage in a 
true democratic process 
about the school that 
they know best,” said 
Rep. Mari Cordes, 
D-Lincoln, who 
strongly opposed the 
bill on the House floor.

But supporters of 
H.727, which easily 
passed the House on 
March 18 and now 
reposes in the Senate, 
say it will ensure voters 
have all the information 
they need before 
making a decision 
as momentous as 
withdrawing their town 
from a school district.

Opponents of the bill have 
called it an attempt to prevent such 
withdrawals altogether, regardless 
of the will of the voters.

“This is essentially an attempt to 
suppress voting without actually 
saying, ‘You don’t have a vote,’” 
said Herb Olson, a member of 
Starksboro Save Our Schools, 
which is spearheading the town’s 
withdrawal campaign.

House Education Committee 
Chair Rep. Peter Conlon disagrees.

“The focus here is on 
accountability, transparency 
and best-informed voters,” the 
Cornwall Democrat said. “(The 
bill says) a withdrawing town 
needs to name a withdrawal study 
committee that would be a public 
body subject to open meeting law, 
and then (the bill) asks the group 
to do the work, upfront, that the 
State Board of Education would be 

asking for at the end of the process 
anyway.”
SECTION 724

The bulk of H.727, which comes 
in at 172 pages, is a rewrite of 16 
V.S.A. Chapter 11, which governs 
mergers.

“There’s no real substantive 
changes to the law,” Conlon said. 
“It’s just rewritten to be easier to 
use and really is about mergers, not 

about withdrawal.”
But one part of the 

bill, Section 724, makes 
significant changes to 
the withdrawal process.

As it stands now, that 
process involves:

• p e t i t i o n i n g 
the selectboard for a 
town-wide vote on a 
withdrawal plan.

• winning voter 
approval for that plan.

• ratification, or 
winning approval from 
the voters of each of 
the other school district 
member towns.

• e a r n i n g 
conditional approval for the plan 
from the State Board of Education 
(SBE).

• working out an “exit 
agreement” that’s acceptable to the 
school district.

• electing a new school board, 
winning voter approval for a 
budget and hiring staff.

• as directed or permitted 
by the SBE, joining an existing 
supervisory union, creating a new 
supervisory union or forming an 
independent supervisory district.

• operating the school under 
new governance.

Ripton recently followed this 
process to withdraw from the 
Addison Central School District, 
and Lincoln has just completed the 
third step, ratification.

As the leaders of the Ripton and 
Lincoln withdrawal campaigns 
can attest, the existing process 

involves an extraordinary amount 
of work, including, among other 
things, obtaining and working with 
school district data, researching 
governance models and crafting a 
proposal that will win community 
support.

But the SBE proposed a new 
process earlier this year, one that 
some saw as unsupportive of district 
withdrawals. The new process 
required 17 pages to explain, 14 of 
which described requirements that 
must be met before step one of the 
existing process could unfold.

The version of H.727 that passed 
the House owes a significant debt 
to the SBE’s proposal.

If passed by the Senate and 
signed into law by Gov. Phil Scott, 
it would take effect on July 1.

Lincoln, which had its 
withdrawal vote ratified by the 
other MAUSD towns in March, 
has essentially been granted an 
“carve-out” to Section 724 and 
would continue, with a few added 
tasks, according to the current 
process.

Ratification is essentially the 
dividing line between towns 
withdrawing, according to the 
current rules, and those who must 
follow the new ones.

Starksboro is very unlikely to get 
as far as ratification by July 1, so 
its withdrawal process will have to 
start over again from scratch.
LEGALITY

This could be problematic from 
a legal standpoint, opponents of 
Section 724 have said.

Starksboro Save Our Schools 
says it has collected enough 
signatures to prompt a town-wide 
vote on withdrawal, and it plans to 
submit that petition any day now.

The selectboard will then be 
required to schedule that vote 
within 60 days — by the end of 
May or beginning of June.

If Starksboro voters approve 
the exit plan in May or June, the 

Schools
(Continued from Page 1A)

(See Legality, Page 11A)

PETER
CONLON

unchanged as a two-seat district 
including the towns of Bristol, 
Lincoln, Monkton and Starksboro.

• Addison-5 will see two major 
changes, as referenced above. 
It will continue to be a one-seat 
district. It will still contain all of 
Bridport and Weybridge, but will 
lose the aforementioned northwest 
corner of New Haven to Addison-3, 
and will gain the northwest carve-
out of Middlebury that includes the 
Marble Works and Seymour Street 
neighborhoods.

Rep. Harvey Smith representing 
Addison-5 and is one of the county’s 
most veteran lawmakers. He 
voted against the division of New 
Haven, based on town feedback — 
including from the local Board of 
Civil Authority (BCA).

“The town officials that were 
involved in this discussion were 
very upset,” Smith said. “They 
wanted to have all towns made 
whole.”

Smith added it was difficult to 
monitor the map changes as they 
made their way through the House.

“It was very difficult to 
communicate with the committee 
and be part of the process,” he said.

Smith said he was a fan of an 
initial recommendation from the 
Legislative Apportionment Board 
(LAB) calling for the entire state 
to be represented by single-seat 
House districts. That plan failed to 
advance.

“I’m a big proponent of that,” he 
said of single-seat districts. “You’re 
much closer to your constituents 
than you are with larger ones.”

That said, Smith believes the new 
Addison-5 can still work.

“I think in the long run, the 
district probably won’t change a 
lot,” he said. “New Haven has lost 
a lot of voters, but I think it makes 
up for that by adding that part 
of Middlebury. I don’t think it’s 
going to change the demographics 
that much; it’s just my town 
officials were very opposed to that 
happening.

“In the end, I think 
(reapportionment planners) did the 
best they could.”

Check out the new Addison-5 
map at tinyurl.com/mwe9rdzr.

• The Addison-Rutland district 
is a one-seat district that currently 
includes Orwell, Shoreham, 
Whiting and Benson. The new 
map maintains the three Addison 
County communities of Orwell, 

Shoreham and Whiting, but swaps 
out Benson for Hubbardton and 
Sudbury. Benson is to be placed 
with Rutland-10.

Check out the new Addison-
Rutland map at tinyurl.com/
bdej4kf8.
STATE SENATE

Addison County’s two-seat 
senatorial district will continue to 
encompass all of its own territory, 
plus Buel’s Gore and the town 
of Huntington. But the Windsor 
County town of Rochester is about 
to join the fold, according to the 
new map.

Sen. Ruth Hardy, D-Middlebury, 
is pleased to see Rochester added 
to the county’s senatorial district. 
Hardy and Sen. Christopher Bray, 
D-Bristol, are the incumbents.

“I am thrilled to welcome 
Rochester to the Addison district 
and look forward to knocking on 
doors and getting to know the people 
of Rochester,” Hardy said. “It’s a 
lovely town with close connections 
to Hancock and Granville, so it 
should fit nicely into that corner 
of the district. Personally, my 
family has many great memories 
of time spent in Rochester every 
July for over a decade while my 
kids attended the Green Mountain 
Suzuki Institute music camp. I’m 
excited to have a great reason to 
hang out there again.”

Check out the new Addison 
County Senate map at tinyurl.
com/2n7uyuyv.

Meanwhile, Huntington officials 
had hoped their town would be 
reapportioned out of Addison 
County’s senatorial district, which 
it reluctantly joined 10 years ago.

“The (Huntington) BCA, 
while pleased with the excellent 
representation for us given by the 
Addison senators since we were put 
in the Addison Senatorial District, 
are dismayed that we have again 
been put in two districts, neither of 
which are in the county in which our 
town has been since counties were 
created in Vermont,” Town Clerk 
Heidi Racht told the Independent.

So Huntington — a Chittenden 
County town — again finds itself in 
a senatorial district oriented toward 
Addison County and a House 
district (Washington-Chittenden) 
dominated by Waterbury, in 
Washington County.

“Recognizing that this is about 
population and equal representation, 
the BCA feels that other towns of 
similar or slightly larger size could 

have been placed in Addison as we 
had ‘our turn’ for 10 years,” Racht 
said. “Since that has not happened, 
it then becomes an issue of politics, 
as the configuration of the districts 
is not what was submitted by the 
Legislative Apportionment Board.”

So which other Chittenden 
County town should take a ‘turn’ 
in the Addison County senatorial 
district? Some Huntington officials 
are pointing to Charlotte, which the 
LAB a decade ago tabbed to replace 
Brandon in this county’s Senate 
district. But Charlotte mounted a 
successful lobbying campaign to 
maintain its Chittenden County 
representation.

“Said one member of the 
(Huntington) BCA, ‘We’re 
displeased that lake money took 
precedence over small town 
money’; another said, ‘It’s political 
and not fair,’” Racht said.

Rochester officials are still 
absorbing the news of their Route 
100 town’s transfer from the 
Windsor County Senate district 
to Addison County’s. Kevin 
Daugherty, head of the Rochester 
BCA, said his panel “was never 
asked for our opinion on Senate 
redistricting, nor were we informed 
that (there) would be a change for 
us. There were apparently maps 
showing the Senate redistricting, 
but the BCA was not aware of 
them.”

Critics of the Rochester move also 
point to topography; a mountain 
separates the Route 100 towns from 
the majority of Addison County.

Daugherty stressed he was 
commenting for himself and not 
the entire BCA, “since we have not 
discussed (the Senate proposal) as a 
board.”

Jeanne Albert of Lincoln was 
a member of the Vermont LAB. 
She’s been a keen observer of the 
reapportionment process as it’s 
played out in the Legislature.

Her general opinion of the way 
things have turned out: “I think it 
was a big job they did in a short 
amount of time. It seemed to me … 
they worked hard to get input from 
towns.

“When I worked on the challenges 
in Addison County, I certainly 
didn’t come up with any way to do 
it without dividing somebody,” she 
added.

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

By ANGELO LYNN
MONTPELIER — The final 

maps of the redistricting bill, 
H.722, which redraws lines for 
Vermont legislative districts, will 
have an impact on Brandon and 
area towns.

In the latest revision, the current 
district of Rutland-6, which is 
made up of Brandon, Pittsford and 
Sudbury, has been divided into 
three new districts. Brandon will 
become a single district. Proctor 
and Pittsford will be joined into a 
single district. 

Rep. Stephanie Jerome, 
D-Brandon, said it “was a long 
and arduous process to come up 
with an acceptable statewide plan, 
but it was approved with a near 

unanimous vote in the House.”
Jerome said she would be 

running for election to the single 
seat representing Brandon in the 
next election. Rep. Butch Shaw, 
R-Pittsford, said he never makes “a 
decision about his political future 
until much later in the legislative 
session,” but was quick to add he 
was “very happy with the new 
Pittsford-Proctor district.”

Jerome said that while she “truly 
enjoyed representing all three 
towns for the past six years,” it 
did mean that she and Rep. Shaw 
represented 8,200 constituents in 
those communities, compared to 
the 4,100 people just in the town of 
Brandon. “Every town has its own 
unique culture and character,” she 

said, adding it was a thrill to get 
to know all three communities and 
serve those voters.

What are the benefits of the new 
redistricting?

“From the perspective of 
constituent service, serving a more 
refined district allows you to be 
more focused on the needs of those 
particular constituents,” she said, 
but also emphasized that she and 
Shaw had worked well together, as 
does the entire Rutland delegation, 
so nothing is lost in the change.

“It’s going back to what it used 
to be before it changed in the 
last redistricting,” Jerome added, 
recalling that Rep. Bob Woods had 
served the town of Brandon as its 
representative for years.

Redistricting splits up local district

Other towns
(Continued from Page 7A)
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Please participate in a UVM survey of plastic 
bag, composting and renewable energy issues

The Department of Community Development and Applied Economics 
at the University of Vermont (UVM) would like to invite Addison County 
residents, age 18 or older, to participate in a survey next week. The survey will be 
distributed with the Addison County Independent on Thursday, April 7th. The 
survey can be completed as a hardcopy or online using the link provided on the 
survey. Please complete the survey by Monday, April 18th.

The purpose of this study is to better understand Vermont residents’ thoughts 
and opinions on some plastic bag, composting, and renewable energy issues. 
The survey will take about 15 minutes. Data collected from this survey will be 
used for statistical analysis only and kept strictly confidential. Participation in 
this survey is voluntary and the information from this study will benefit our 
community in multiple ways. Summary results and findings from this study will 
be shared with the community through the Addison County Independent and 
other channels.

You are also welcome to enter in a drawing 
to win one of five $50 Amazon gift cards upon completing the survey.

Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

9th in a series
By MIKE ROY

This summer several tons of 
steel, glass and silicon will arrive 
near my side yard. This will be 
assembled, noisily, into a 30-acre 
power plant that will reduce my 
employer Middlebury College’s 
reliance on the electricity it 
currently buys from Green 
Mountain Power by thousands 
of kilowatts a year. That’s great. 
But I fear this pile of steel and 
glass will ruin my view. And the 
value of my property. And my 
“quality of life.” Others worry 
that it will also disrupt the lives 
of the birds and other living 
things that currently reside in this 
neighborhood. I’m told by people 
I respect that if I were more 
enlightened, I would welcome 
this intrusion. That people who 
“get it” see beauty in solar farms.

Before I get much further, 
I need to declare that having 
a large solar plant installed in 
my neighborhood is not the 
worst thing that can happen. 
It isn’t like living downwind 
from a carcinogen-spewing coal 
plant, or having your ancestral 
lands flooded to create “green” 
hydropower, or having the planet 
you live on become uninhabitable 
because people like me didn’t 
like having their views disturbed. 
So there’s that. 

And yet I want to reflect on 
the notion of pastoral beauty, 
and what we need to do to have 
people like me react to these 
projects not with “not in my 
backyard” but with “yes, please, 
in my backyard.” Because these 
sorts of projects must become 
more common, and we can’t 
spend precious time debating 
endlessly their necessity or their 
beauty. We can no longer delay or 
try to tuck out of sight these very 
large and, yes, ugly installations. 
We can do this by focusing our 
attention on education, design 
and community. 

Education: How much are 
we aware, as individuals, and as 
a community, of the urgent need 
to increase the number and scale 
of solar farms in order for us to 
transition away from fossil fuels? 
Where are the conversations 
taking place in our communities 
about the options and trade-offs 
around converting our open land 
into power plants? How much 
are we also factoring in how 
decarbonization fits into our long-
term land use plans as a town and 
a county and a state? What does 
climate change on a global scale 
mean for the demographics of our 
state? And what are the needs of 
our nonhuman neighbors? Maybe 
I should have been paying more 
attention, but it came to me as 
a complete surprise that the 
landscape I so treasure needed to 
change, and right now, in order to 
confront the existential threat that 
is climate change. Am I alone in 
not paying such close attention, 
and being quite unpleasantly 
caught unawares? I suspect not. 

Unless I am anomalous, there is 
urgent work to be done to keep 
the next neighborhood from 
crying foul and slowing 
down progress when 
an unexpected and 
unwanted solar 
plant neighbor 
is announced. 
Whose job is it to 
do this education, 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
that the education 
needed is for both 
citizens, and also for 
those promoting these 
changes?

Design & Economics: As 
I travel these days, knowing 
that I will soon be living with a 
large and most likely quite ugly 
solar plant as a neighbor, I’ve 
taken to looking more carefully 
at the various solar plants that 
are cropping up with increasing 
frequency in our county. I find 
that, if you squint just right, 
the small scale residential and 
the smallish scale commercial 
installations can sometimes be 
pretty good looking. I suspect 
that some of this has to do with 
scale. And how they are sited in 
the landscape. And how they are 
experienced as you encounter 
them either on foot or in a vehicle 
traveling at speed. 

In witnessing (but not 
participating) in the design 
process of my new neighbor 
the solar plant, I didn’t meet 
any landscape architects 
on the developer’s payroll 
thinking about how this will 
be experienced by those who 
will live and play nearby. I 
found plenty of engineers and 
financial people who talked 
about efficiency and how to 
maximize output for the lowest 
cost. And people clever with 
Photoshop who produced highly 
stylized visualizations that I am 
most certain do not reflect how 
the plant will actually look. I 
know that I would have greater 
faith that my new neighbor the 
solar plant might actually be 
beautiful if there were people on 
the team designing the plant who 
actually thought about beauty, 
and understood that beauty has 
a cost, and sometimes, maybe 
most times, that cost is worth it. 

While I acknowledge that we 
are in a genuine crisis, I also 
put forward that despite the 
undeniable fact that we face a 
global threat to our existence, 
and need to move very quickly, 
we also need to pay more, not 
less, attention to design. We and 
all who come after us will live 
with the design decisions we 
make as we confront this climate 
catastrophe. We should do all we 
can do to put forward actually 
beautiful designs, which yes, will 
cost more. Doing so will make 
the process of transforming our 
landscape not just acceptable but 
desirable. People like beautiful 
things. Let’s make beautiful solar 
plants. 

Community, or Why My 
Farts Don’t Stink: There is 

science behind the folk 
wisdom that our own 

farts don’t stink. We 
don’t find our own 
farts disgusting 
because our farts 
are part of us. 
We have evolved 
an ability to 
filter out those 

disgusting things 
that our own 

bodies produce. The 
alternative is to find 

ourselves in a battle with our own 
bodies over our emissions. That’s 
a battle that we are bound to lose. 

When I think about the 
intrusion of a solar plant into 
my view shed, it isn’t a stretch 
to think of it as a fart. And this 
particular fart arose not from 
me, not from my community, 
but from a deal that was struck 
between my employer and a solar 
developer. It didn’t arise from a 
community process of talking 
through how our town can decide 
where to place the hundreds, and 
if we are being honest, thousands 
of acres of solar panels we will 
need to wean ourselves very 
quickly off of fossil fuels. And 
from my front-row view of how 
our town leaders responded 
to the proposal to build this 
unsightly solar plant, it was clear 
that these leaders were asleep 
at the wheel. There had been no 
planning at the town or county 
level about how to “go green” 
in a thoughtful yet assertive 
manner. In the absence of a plan, 
our town government was happy 
to check the box of making 
progress without having done the 
hard work of talking as a town, as 
a county, as a community about 
how to do this in a fair, equitable 
and inclusive manner. If there 
had been a process that included 
the community in a meaningful 
way, I suspect that this particular 
fart might have smelt like our 
own fart, and therefore not smelt 
nearly as much. 

We are in the midst of a 
landscape transformation. It is 
one that pits our old notions of 
beauty defined by fields of corn 
to feed cows that will burp our 
way into our oblivion against 
our not-yet-fully formed notions 
of beauty that arise from an 
understanding that our future, 
and the planet’s future, depend 
on our coming to terms, and, yes, 
even coming to love, all of that 
steel and glass and silicon that 
will save us from our otherwise 
most certain doom. 

—————
Mike Roy has lived in 

Middlebury since 2008. 
He is dean of the library at 
Middlebury College and  serves 
on the college’s Energy 2028 
Steering Committee, focusing on 
data-driven efforts to increase 
accountability, and the integration 
of energy data analysis into the 
broader curriculum.

Learning to love ugly

By the way 
(Continued from Page 1A)

at the town recreation field and 
renovating the ball field diamond 
at Morse Park, located next to 
the elementary school. These 
improvements are needed for the 
2022 season, but will also serve 
to maintain the viability of these 
facilities and programs for years 
to come, according to project 
organizers. Donations can be 
dropped off at the Monkton 
Town Clerk’s office during 
regular business hours. Checks 
should be made out to Town of 
Monkton, and please note in the 
memo line that your donation 
is for the Monkton Recreation 
Committee. And even if you 
can’t make a donation, contact 
the recreation committee for a 
schedule of games and come out 
to see the kids play.

Speaking of community 
projects, Starksboro’s town green 
pavilion is taking shape behind 
the town clerk’s office off Route 
116. Now that most of the snow 
has melted, you’ll notice beautiful 
masonry, groundwork and picnic 
tables are now available for use 
on the northeast corner of the plot. 
Organizers are hoping to build upon 
the progress made and are now 
asking supporters for help raising 
funds to complete the concrete 
pad and purchase supplies to build 
the actual pavilion structure. All 
progress to date has been made 
possible through donations — both 

in money and volunteer labor. Tax-
deductible donations can be made 
out to the Town of Starksboro 
(memo: Town Green Pavilion 
Project), and you will receive a 
receipt for your contribution.

 
On behalf of a generous donor, 

three area high school students 
are chosen annually for the “Live 
United” Volunteer Scholarship 
Award, recognizing students who 
volunteer in their community and 
who are interested in advancing 
their education. This honor 
comes with a $1,000 cash award 
for each student, to be used 
for post-graduation education. 
Applications are now available; 
check the UWAC’s website at 
unitedwayaddisoncounty.org 
for details. Also, in accordance 
with the nonprofit’s mission of 
mobilizing the caring power of 
communities for the common 
good, United Way Worldwide 
has launched the “United for 
Ukraine Fund” in response 
to the urgent and growing 
humanitarian crisis in Ukraine. 
Learn more about this fund at 
unitedwayaddisoncounty.org/
blog/united-for-ukraine.

Speaking of the Ukraine, a 
Middlebury resident is organizing 
a benefit project for those unable 
to give much money to help 
citizens of that Eastern European 
nation who have been suffering 
during the Russian invasion. 

Judy Comfort is asking people to 
make and contribute hats, scarves 
and blankets to carry Ukrainians 
through the current cold weather 
and keep them warm next winter. 
Comfort is offering to supply yarn 
(and patterns if required) to those 
willing to knit or crochet hats, 
scarves and other cold-weather 
items. For more information about 
this project, email Comfort at 
jmtcomfort@gmail.com.

Spring is a time to get your 
vegetable garden in, and state 
officials are issuing a reminder 
that those receiving 3SquaresVT 
benefits (formerly known as 
“Food Stamps”) can use these 
resources to buy seeds. And at 
most farmers’ markets, shoppers 
with 3SquaresVT can double 
their dollar to buy produce, seeds 
and seedlings. This dollar-match 
program, called Crop Cash, 
is operated by NOFA-VT. For 
every $1 spent in 3SquaresVT 
benefits, shoppers will receive 
an additional $1 in Crop Cash, 
for a total of up to $10 in extra 
money for fruits, veggies, seeds 
and seedlings. For the rest of the 
winter market season, there is a 
$2 match, up to $20. One in 10 
Vermonters receive 3SquaresVT 
benefits, but many more are 
eligible. Visit vermontfoodhelp.
com to learn more about 
3SquaresVT, how to apply, and 
where to shop.

MIDDLEBURY — In the 
final presentation of the AAUW 
series on polarization, Middlebury 
College Political Science Professor 
Matt Dickinson will speak on “A 
Polarized America?” on Tuesday, 
April 19, at 7 p.m., via Zoom. 

During his talk Dickinson will 
address the evidence regarding 
the widely shared assumption 
by journalists, politicians, and 
cable-news pundits that we live 
in a polarized country. During his 

presentation and in the question/
answer period following, he 
will examine who, if anyone, is 
polarized, and on what issues.

To register for the presentation, 
visit ilsleypubliclibrary.org and 
select “Programs” on the upper 
bar. Then scroll to “Adult Program 
Descriptions and Registration,” and 
to “AAUW Speaker Series.” Click 
on “Register here!” at the end of the 
description. (The direct link to the 
registration is: ilsleypubliclibrary.

org/aauw-2021-2022/)
AAUW is a non-profit 

organization founded in 1881. 
Its mission is to advance gender 
equity for women and girls through 
research, education, and advocacy. 
The Middlebury Chapter, founded in 
1922, meets once a month, virtually 
or in person, from September 
through May, works on mentoring 
with area college women and with 
middle school girls, and sponsors 
presentations open to the public.

Professor Dickinson to present a talk on April 19
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS ARE
EVERYTHING.

MAKE YOURS COUNT.

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM 802-388-4944

☑ Post to your company’s social media pages
☑ Monitor & respond to customer reviews
☑ Update your business info across
dozens of channels
☑ All in one easy-to-use platform!

Independent Digital Marketing Services:

Scan me to
learn more!HAVING AN EVENT? SPREAD THE WORD

Email it to:
calendar@addisonindependent.com

EVERYONE WHO CAME to the first Middlebury Invitational Chili Cook-
off at American Legion Post 23 on Saturday had the opportunity to taste 
a dozen great dishes. Pictured, clockwise from above, are Rick Fisher of 
The Village Tavern in North Ferrisburgh (3rd place); Taylor Wisnowski and 
Tajah Marsden of Otter East Bakery in East Middlebury; Andy, Edie, Mary 
and Vada Buxton of Buxton’s Store in Orwell (1st place); and Justin Wedge 
of Noonie’s in Middlebury (2nd place). The event donated $300 from ticket 
sales to the Homeward Bound animal shelter, and the MUHS girls’ softball 
team raised $300 through sales of water.

Independent photos/Steve James
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We are seeking a staff person to be a part of our outreach team,
which provides support to young families through center and home-based services. 

Position includes individual and group work opportunities, 
collaboration with community agencies and home visiting.

MSW preferred, a minimum of a Bachelor’s degree in a related field is required.

Great working environment and benefits
Total hours negotiable.

Please send a resume and cover letter, along with 3 references
to Donna Bailey at

dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org

Outreach Position

Join the Middlebury 
Area Little League!

Baseball and Softball
All students in grades K-6 are invited to play.

Open Online Registration Dates:
January 3, 2022 – April 1st, 2022

Cost: $70 for single player or $100 per family
To Register: Visit Middleburyparksandrec.org

Farm League (Ages 4-6) – A great first exposure to 
baseball, Farm League players will meet Satur-
day mornings to build skills and gain awareness 
about the game. The focus is fun and caregivers 
are asked to remain with their players.

Rookie League (Ages 6-8) – Rookie League teams 
play an exciting brand of coach-pitch baseball. 
Teams will generally meet twice a week and will 
have an additional game a week once the season 
gets underway. Players gain skills that will be 
helpful to everyone at the next level. There is 
some travel within Addison County.

Minors Baseball/Softball (Ages 8- 10) – This is 
the first level of player-pitch ball. Teams will 

generally practice two or three times a week 
with one or two games a week once the season 
begins. There will be some travel, almost all of 
it within Addison County.

Majors Baseball/Softball (Ages 10 -12) – The 
highest level of Little League play, players can 
expect to practice several times a week and 
play in multiple games per week once the sea-
son gets underway. There will be travel, some 
of it outside of Addison County. There will be 
mandatory assessments for all Minors and Ma-
jors players. Date to be determined. Not sure 
of your player’s “League Age”? Check out www.
littleleague.org and search “Age Chart.”

SPECIAL NOTE – To ensure the continuation of this valuable youth program, Middlebury Area Little 
League needs YOU! Seeking volunteers for a range of tasks including administrative support, 

fundraising, coaching, umpiring, and much more.

For more information: middareall@gmail.com. 
Like us on Facebook to stay current on events and information.

Serving: Bridport • Cornwall • Leicester • Middlebury • Ripton • Salisbury • Shoreham • Weybridge • Whiting

her proposal to strengthen those 
existing elements at VUHS.

Ebel, a 40-year-old 1999 VUHS 
graduate, will use the fellowship 
to take a year off from her job and 
study how to enhance the school’s 
culture, including by visiting 
schools in Vermont and elsewhere. 
VUHS can fund her position at no 
cost to the district. 

“Finding out what’s working at 
other schools will be an important 
part of what we’ll be looking 
at,” Ebel said. “The Rowland 
Fellowship is the gift of time for 
a teacher and for a school system 
to have someone to be able to 
dedicate a full year to researching 
and helping to promote and create 
something the school is invested 
in.”

Ebel said she would not have 
pursued the fellowship without 
backing from staff and students. 

“I would say the support is 
overwhelming,” she said. “I can’t 
think of a person who hasn’t said 
it’s important.”

Her fellowship proposal includes 
a couple sentences that describe 
her goals.

“The focus of this project is 
cultivating a safe and inclusive 
school culture,” Ebel wrote. “The 
critical work of this project will 
help us move beyond aspirational 
statements or contrived structures 
and into the creation of real systems 
that work for us daily and as deep 
and permanent cultural change.”

Ebel is the fourth VUHS Rowland 
Fellow. Matt DeBlois, now the 
Vergennes Union Elementary 
School principal, helped create 
the VUHS advisory system that 
includes morning meetings; 
World Language teacher Kristine 
Kirkaldy advanced proficiency-
based education; and Social Studies 
teacher Michael Thomas worked to 
establish interdisciplinary, project-
based courses. 

VUHS has been awarded more 
Rowland Fellowships than any 
other school. Ebel said that speaks 
well of her workplace.

“It says that we are interested 
in pursuing things in education 
that are really student-centered, 
because the big focus for the 
Rowland Foundation is there’s a 
positive impact for students,” she 
said. 

Those students do want their 
voice heard and see restorative 
justice enhanced, Ebel said, adding 
what adults hear is students “would 
like a more clear and formalized 
structure on how their leadership 
exists within the school and how 
they’re providing feedback to the 
administration.”
MAKING IT WORK

Several elements are vital for 
her project to succeed, Ebel said. 
One is that student structure must 
sustain itself through the years, not 
just exist through one motivated 
cohort — hence the research into 
how other schools allow students 
to participate. 

Others are buy-in from staff into 
respectful norms of communication 
and behavior and more training for 
staff and students on restorative 
justice, once more research is done.

“That means the professional 
development, the professional 
conversations that teachers are 
having are also modeled in that 
restorative structure, that we’re 
mindful of how we’re organizing 
our meetings and thinking about 
the systems that we have to 
engage with if we disagree about 
something or have to address a 
challenging topic,” Ebel said.

Typically, in restorative justice, 

Ebel said, a student who has been 
harmed by another student and 
the student who caused that harm 
would meet in a circle with other 
students and staff members. All 
would be trained in restorative 
justice principles to “engage 
productively.” Both parties would 
have people to support them in the 
process. 

Advance counseling would learn 
what the harmed student hoped 
to accomplish, such as either an 
apology or a statement that the 
offending student understood 
the harm caused. Also discussed 
in advance would be what the 
offending student was prepared to 
acknowledge or concede.

“There’s a whole system that 
has to exist to get to that place,” 
Ebel said. “And it doesn’t mean 
that other, what would be thought 
of as traditional, school discipline 
procedures, couldn’t still exist at 
the same time.”

Ebel’s proposal also talks 
about “how racism, homophobia, 
and bias affect our school, both 
individually and systemically,” 
especially in the wake of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. She said 
more focus on appropriate norms 
of communication and behavior 
can help all parties discuss these 
issues with less conflict.

“It seemed like we needed to talk 
about these things in a community 
together even if people have 
different views,” she said. “It feels 
even more important as we’re 
figuring out moving into the future.”
BACKGROUND

Ebel appears qualified to see 
multiple points of view. She comes 
from a family of educators — her 
mother was a longtime VUES 
teacher, and her father a principal 
in the South Burlington district. 

The Environmental Studies 
major at the University of Vermont 
found her true calling after being 
recruited to become a teaching 
assistant. 

“That was where I realized I 
really enjoyed teaching,” Ebel said.

After graduation she joined 
the AmeriCorps Vista program, 
spending two years with the Walden 
Project, the VUHS alternative 
education program. Then came two 
years in Arizona, where she earned 
teaching credentials at Northern 
Arizona University, planning to 
teach English. Instead, she taught 
science at Walden for eight years.

Then came a switch to special 
education, where she now co-
teaches English and science classes 
as well as works one-on-one on 
reading and literacy with students 

on Individual Education Plans, 
and supports students “in whatever 
their disability is and increasing 
their skills in that area.” 

She also works with colleagues 
and students’ families to enhance 
students’ progress and make sure 
VUHS is doing what it can to meet 
their needs.

Ebel explained the change in her 
career.

“I’m really passionate about 
literacy, that students all graduate 
from high school with a functional 
level of literacy, and I have the 
most ability to impact that as a 
special educator,” she said.
LOOKING AHEAD

As much trauma as COVID-19 
caused to the educational system, 
Ebel said the pandemic also gave 
her hope that the system was 
capable of change after it adapted 
to remote and hybrid learning. 

“The pandemic showed us we 
can actually make big changes,” 
she said.

At the same time, Ebel said, 
students’ “social lives were 
completely disrupted,” by 
requirements that separated them 
from their friends.

Those changes, she said, 
challenged the “social reality for 
everybody of coming back from 
the pandemic and adjusting” 
and led to more difficulty in “the 
necessity of talking about topics 
that are hard topics like racism, 
sexism, ableism, homophobia.”

That difficulty led the VUHS 
community to think about better 
handling those discussions and 
conflicts, Ebel said, and led her to 
think about making her Rowland 
proposal.

“I wrote the proposal, and I’m 
taking the fellowship next year. 
But it’s really in partnership and 
collaboration with teachers and 
students here. I took the momentum 
that people indicated they were 
feeling and wrote a proposal,” she 
said.

Ebel calls the prospect of 
meaningful change coming out 
of the collegial efforts as both 
exciting and hopeful. 

“In three years I would love to 
see that we have continued to grow 
our practices,” Ebel said.

“I think it would be amazing to 
have students who are confident 
facilitators for both our weekly 
circles and also for restorative 
justice …  to have a really clear 
structure for student leadership and 
voice in our school … and staff 
members (who) are confident to 
facilitate circles and to navigate 
hard topics as they arise.”

VUHS
(Continued from Page 1A)

VUHS SPECIAL EDUCATOR Becky Ebel has earned a $100,000 
Rowland Fellowship, which she plans to use with support from 
colleagues and students to help enhance the school’s restorative 
justice practices, student voice and overall culture.

Independent photo/Andy Kirkaldy

new withdrawal rules require a 
complete restart of the process 
on July 1, the town’s vote would 
essentially be nullified.

“That would be astonishing,” 
said Olson, an attorney who has 
served as legislative counsel. 
“If you had a vote and then they 
say, ‘Oh, never mind, that doesn’t 
count’ ... I’ve never heard of 
something like that ... I can’t 
imagine Vermont would do this.”
‘CARVE-OUTS’

“I don’t think we ever would 
have gotten as far as we’ve 
gotten,” Lincoln selectboard 
member Paul Forlenza said of 
the impacts of H.727, had it 
been in effect during his town’s 
independence drive. “I think it 
would be very, very difficult for 
any towns starting out under 
the new legislation to actually 
successfully withdraw.”

Which is why Lincoln sought 
some guarantee that its work up 
until now would not be undone.

“We were looking for a carve-
out that simply said, ‘You guys 
have gone so far down the road 
— Lincoln has voted, the other 
towns have voted, so why don’t 
you just continue under the old 
(Section) 724.’” Forlenza said. 
“What they said was, ‘Yeah you 
can go on, but here are some new 
requirements.’”

The town will probably manage 
just fine, Forlenza said, but it 
doesn’t seem fair or democratic.

“The good news is, they didn’t 
ask us to form a study committee,” 
he said with a laugh. “I could talk 
about that forever.”
NEW PROCESS

“The new withdrawal language, 
which applies to anybody, really 
is focused on providing voters 
as much information as possible, 
and involving the State Board of 
Education before the votes take 
place,” Conlon said.

As an example, he cited Ripton, 
which recently withdrew from the 
Addison Central School District.

“Ripton didn’t really have a 
plan for how they were going to 
provide supervisory services — 
how you’re going to bus the kids, 
how you’re going to do your back-
office business management, 
how you’re going to coordinate 
curriculum and, most important 
of all, how you’re going to 

coordinate special education,” 
Conlon said. 

“They assumed the State 
Board would assign them to a 
neighboring supervisory union 
to provide those, (but the SBE) 
basically told Ripton they were 
going to be responsible for it 
themselves. That was a pretty 
big piece of information (Ripton) 
voters did not have at the start.”

The new rules lay out essentially 
the same information the State 
Board would ask for under the 
current process — but which is 
submitted after all 
the votes have taken 
place — and puts 
that information, 
including the SBE’s 
advisory opinion, 
upfront, so voters 
have it ahead of time.

“After all, when 
we merge, all this 
work has to be done 
upfront, so maybe 
when we un-merge 
it would be good 
to have all this 
information upfront 
too,” Conlon said.

According to the way the bill’s 
written now, the SBE would 
not have the power to stop a 
withdrawal, “which it sort of does 
now,” Conlon said. According to 
the proposed Section 724, “even 
if the State Board writes an 
excoriating criticism (of a town’s 
final report), everything still goes 
forward, if that’s what the voters 
want. They just need to make all 
this information public.”

The SBE’s opinion would, 
however, dictate one important 
element of the withdrawal 
process.

If it issues a negative 
determination, the withdrawing 
town would need to win a 
supermajority of voters — 60% 
— to proceed any further.

“Every town that’s voted to 
withdraw has exceeded 60%, 
so it’s not an unheard of or 
unreasonable request,” Conlon 
said.

But Lincoln attorney Karen 
Lueders says it is.

“The 60% voting requirement 
should absolutely be removed,” 
Lueders wrote to House Speaker 
Jill Krowinski on March 17, a 
day before H.727 passed the 

House. “It is not found anywhere 
else in our voting laws, per 
(Vermont Director of Elections) 
Will Senning ... If the board’s 
reasoning is sound, the board 
should have confidence that the 
electorate will appreciate the 
reasoning and vote intelligently.”
ACT 46

“Why do communities feel 
compelled to wrangle with this 
now? Simply put, because these 
mergers have not fulfilled Act 
46’s goals,” wrote Peacham 
resident and former SBE member 

Margaret MacLean 
in a Feb. 17 op-ed 
in the Independent. 
“Financial savings 
have not materialized; 
costs have instead 
risen. Equity has 
not been achieved; 
rather inequities 
have become more 
apparent. Small 
schools have not been 
supported; instead, 
larger structures 
have actively worked 
to eliminate small 

schools altogether.”
Leaders of withdrawal 

movements in Lincoln and 
Starksboro have made similar 
statements.

But Conlon would caution 
against looking at this as some 
sort of failure of Act 46, he said.

“There is simply no evidence 
to support that, given that almost 
all mergers have sustained,” he 
said. “Really, there is very little 
withdrawal or dissolution going 
on in Vermont. And in Addison 
County, this has really been about 
school closure or ‘repurposing.’”

Such is true for the five county 
towns that have tried to leave their 
school districts over the past two 
years:

• Addison (Addison Northwest 
School District), failed.

• Lincoln (MAUSD), in 
progress.

• Ripton (ACSD), complete.
• Starksboro (MAUSD), in 

progress.
• Weybridge (ACSD), failed.
And though the issue of school 

closures has definitely been 
contentious, “it’s not the fault of 
Act 46,” Conlon said. “That’s the 
fault of declining enrollment and 
increased costs.”

Legality
(Continued from Page 8A)

“This is 
essentially 
an attempt 
to suppress 
voting 
without 
actually 
saying, ‘You 
don’t have a 
vote.’” 

— Herb Olson
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27 Holes of Golf  - 
Just 15 Minutes from Bristol!

Open to the Public.Open to the Public.

13460 Rt. 116, 13460 Rt. 116, 
Hinesburg, VT 05461Hinesburg, VT 05461
(802) 482-3186 (802) 482-3186 
www.cedarknollgolf.comwww.cedarknollgolf.com
management@cedarknollgolf.commanagement@cedarknollgolf.com

Affordable MembershipsAffordable Memberships

Ask about our Wedding Ask about our Wedding 
and Event Spaces!and Event Spaces!

After your round, relax at..After your round, relax at...  

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139
www.parisfarmersunion.com

Say Hello To A 
Familiar Face!

Gilbert Goodyear is back to manage the Paris 
Farmers Union in Middlebury, VT! 

Come on in and say “Hi” to Gilbert and his team 
for the best customer service in the area!

Students at Mount Abraham Union High School are 
hosting a special spelling bee — this one is a musical. 
Thespians in Bristol will stage a production of “The 
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee” at the school 
auditorium on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, March 
31-April 2. Students sang and danced their way through 
this dress rehearsal on Monday. Actor Lily James 
Roberts, in the bottom photo, even cut her hair into a 
Mohawk and dyed it green for the show. 

Photos by Buzz Kuhns

Eagles 
onstage

DO YOU HAVE AN OPINION?
Email your Letter to the Editor to: news@addisonindependent.com
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Motion 
Separation 
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170
Super Pocketed Coil™ Springs
The gold standard in undisturbed 
rest.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

   

MAUI™
MEDIUM

      Twin Set ...... $849
     Full Set ........... $949
      Queen Set ........... $995
   King Set ............... $1399
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Hunting
(Continued from Page 1A)

and elementary school students 
know as the Outdoor Classroom. 

Vergennes Parks & Recreation 
Committee Chair Kathy Rossier 
said the city had been turned 
down for a similar grant a year 
ago, but the committee presented 
a stronger application this time 
after completing an archaeological 
survey and defining the wetlands to 
state standards. 

“We had more ducks in a row,” 
Rossier said. 

In all, the VOREC program 
— short for Vermont Outdoor 
Recreation Economic Collaborative 
— funded 24 proposals statewide 
with a total of about $4.5 million. 
The Vergennes grant was the only 
one earmarked for Addison County. 

The stretch of funded trail starts 
by running across a parcel of city 
land that fronts New Haven Road. 
Before long it reaches school 
property and the wetlands, where 
the boardwalk will be built, and 
then connects to existing paths 
around the Outdoor Classroom. 

From there, it will skirt VUHS 
athletic fields, its eastern parking 
lot, and the Ferrisburgh Solar Farm 
until it reaches Monkton Road. All 
required rights-of-way are in hand.

Rossier said the committee 
is gratified the grant will allow 
completion of the entire stretch.

“This is the whole kit and 
kaboodle. We are ecstatic,” she said. 

The trail promotes commerce 
as well as recreation, creating 
a pedestrian-friendly way for 
community members to frequent 
local businesses.

In particular, the pathway offers 
a direct link for residents of the 
New Haven Road area direct 
access to Shaw’s Supermarket and 
surrounding businesses. 
LARGER LOOP

Much more still needs to be 
done to complete the Vergennes 
Connector Trail, but some of it 
already exists on sidewalks and 
trails. 

Starting at the Otter Creek 
bridge, it runs south mostly along 
city sidewalks to New Haven 
Road, heads a short distance to a 
city-owned parcel, and soon along 
the finished stretch to Monkton 
Road.   

The Addison County Community 
Trust, which owns housing on 
Armory Lane, maintains a path 
between there and Shaw’s and 
has expressed its willingness 
to cooperate with the city in 

establishing a link between Armory 
Lane and North Main Street.

If that link were established, 
North Main Street sidewalk could 
bring pedestrians to the city’s 
police station, near the head of an 
old rail trail that leads toward the 
Otter Creek basin. 

Youth Conservation Corps 
volunteers did work on some of 
that trail more than a decade ago, 
but more effort would be needed 
to allow the trail to reach the new 
bike park and its trails on Comfort 
Hill.  

The Comfort Hill park could then 
link the trail to state land, including 
that occupied by Northlands 
Job Corps. If a deal could be 
reached there, Macdonough Drive 
sidewalks could close the loop 
back to the Otter Creek bridge.

Rossier acknowledged much 
remains to be done on the northern 
stretches, but with the VOREC 
grant in hand to close the gap 
between New Haven and Monkton 
roads, she said the recreation 
committee is more optimistic than 
ever. 

“It’s huge, but this is such a 
jump start,” she said. “This is such 
a gift.” 

City trails
(Continued from Page 1A)

A $160,000 STATE grant will help the city of Vergennes finish a trail linking New Haven and Monkton 
roads, crossing city- and school-own lands and using a boardwalk to span wetlands, some of which are 
seen here looking toward school playing fields.

Photo courtesy of Matt Hawes

from her home and release their 
dogs to run uncontrolled over a 
large area, said Borni, whose land is 
posted. The hounds show up on her 
property with no warning, without 
permission and unaccompanied by 
their owners.

“There is nothing I can do when 
the dogs come at my home, and 
there is no way to defend my family 
if they are outside, or defend my 
animals in their paddocks who live 
outside,” Borni said. 
“I have to calculate 
how far I can walk 
outdoors depending 
on how long it will 
take me to run back if 
the pack arrives.”

When Borni 
contacted the Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife 
Department about the 
issue she was advised 
to carry bear spray.

“In my own yard or 
at my own barn,” she 
said. “Not to protect 
against bears or 
coyotes, but to protect 
against hounds intentionally 
released on my land.”

This past winter Borni took video 
footage of a houndsman chasing 
his dog across a fields, yelling after 
it, failing to retrieve it.

“If you cannot control your 
animals, why are you releasing 
them to descend on other people’s 
homes who are just minding their 
own business?” she said.

But there is nothing Borni and 
other frustrated homeowners can 
do to keep these packs of dogs off 
their land — even if it is posted.

Their complaints prompt the 
same one-liner that houndsmen 
and Fish and Wildlife officials have 
been using for years: “Dogs can’t 
read signs.”

This is nothing new and Borni is 
not alone.

In 2004, Craftsbury Commons 
resident Kerry Edmunds was so 
exasperated with bear-hounds on 
her property, as well as inaction 
from the Fish and Wildlife 
Department, that she wrote a letter 
to the Vermont attorney general.

“The hounds are released and 
then the men drive around and 
around in their trucks with tracking 
devices while the hounds find some 
animal to chase out of the woods,” 
Edmunds wrote. “I have caught 
six hounds in the past three years 
in our yard. One was sleeping on 
our deck, another was attacking our 
cat.” 

Edmunds drove a third hound 
back to the truck it had been 
released from, but the hound 
followed her home again, she said.

“We have posted our land (but) 
have no peace from howling 
hounds or passing trucks.”

In October 2019 a pack of bear-
hounds attacked a pair of hikers and 
their puppy in the Green Mountain 
National Forest in Ripton.

When legislators attempted 
the following year to introduce 
hounding regulations, the Fish and 
Wildlife Department fought against 
them.

It was with this and much 
more in mind that Borni provided 
testimony to the Senate Committee 
on Natural Resources and Energy 
when it sought public input on 
a trio of Fish and Wildlife bills 
earlier this year.

One of those bills, S.281, would 
begin to regulate coyote hounding.

“Why do I have to wait for my 
dog to be mauled, or for someone 
to fall from a spooked horse and get 
injured, to feel like I can take some 
kind of action to prevent harm?” 
asked Borni, who testified remotely. 
“Or, at a minimum, to feel like my 
child is safe and undisturbed at my 
own house?”
COYOTE HOUNDING

S.281 began as a moratorium on 
hunting coyotes with hounds, said 
Sen. Christopher Bray, D-Bristol, 
who chairs the Senate Natural 
Resources Committee.

“There were in essence no 
laws whatsoever for hunting 
coyotes with hounds,” Bray told 
the Independent last week. “It 
was unregulated. No license. No 
permit.”

Fish and Wildlife Commissioner 
Chris Herrick, who was appointed 
six months ago, agrees that the lack 
of regulation is a problem, Bray 
said.

Chief among the issues 
legislators and Herrick seek to 
address is the conflict between 
coyote hounds and landowners 
who don’t want them on their 
property. S.281 would require the 
commissioner to work with the 

Fish and Wildlife Board, whose 
membership is appointed by the 
governor, to develop regulations 
for coyote hounding.

“It must be regulated,” Bray said.
While the rulemaking is under 

way there would be a ban on coyote 
hounding — unless houndsmen 
are on their own property or on 
someone else’s property acting in 
defense of that property.

“Not just wherever,” Bray said. 
“You can’t just let them loose 

where they start on 
your property and 
then go willy-nilly 
any other place.”

Legislators have 
also asked Fish and 
Wildlife officials to 
consider:

• establishing a 
season for coyote 
hounding.

• regulating the 
baiting of coyotes 
with the carcasses of 
livestock and other 
animals.

• setting a limit on 
the number of hounds 

that can be used.
• addressing the issue of control 

of hounds.
“We’re not saying no hunting can 

occur,” Bray said. “We’re saying 
that it has to become a fully 
regulated program, particularly to 
minimize these kinds of conflicts 
between hunters and folks who 
are repeatedly feeling like their 
rights as property owners have 
been violated by hounds.”

But it’s hard to write laws 
that can distinguish between 
houndsmen who are responsible 
and respectful of other’s rights, 
and those who are not, Bray said.

So legislators will give the Fish 
and Wildlife Department a chance 
to write their own rules.

“We put a lot of direction in the 
bill about the stringency of the 
rulemaking,” Bray said. “It will be 
fair but it needs to be effective.”

Bray also feels it’s important for 
now to set aside past conflicts over 
hounding.

“Commissioner Herrick 
inherited this firestorm,” Bray said. 
“I think we always want to give 
someone the chance to succeed. 
He didn’t create this problem 
and he’s genuinely interested 
in addressing it and seeing us as 
Vermonters — not just as hunters 
and non-hunters, as Vermonters 
— do better. So let’s give him the 
benefit of the doubt and let’s give 
him a chance to make that kind of 
progress.”

Legislators have made an effort 
to give an equal voice to those on 
all sides of the issue, Bray said.

He remembers Borni’s Feb. 24 
testimony, and the sympathy with 
which it was received by one of 
his colleagues. He also remembers 
testimony from a Starksboro 
resident, a hunter with two very 
young children and some hunting 
dogs of his own.

“One of his hunting dogs got 
attacked by coyotes on his own 
porch and they were around his 
place so much that when his 
children were in the yard he would 
only let them out when he was 
there, with a gun, on guard and 
trying to take these coyotes that 
were menacing to his family,” 
Bray said.

After a year of this, a 
houndsman with two dogs and two 
helpers were brought in to harass 
the coyotes until they moved to 
another territory.

“If you could make the coyotes 
leery of coming back to an area, 
and then thereby helping avoid 
conflict between coyotes and 
people, we thought that was a 
useful role for hounds to play,” 
Bray said.

In hearing testimony for this 
bill legislators were interested 
to learn from a Fish and Wildlife 
biologist that hunting coyotes 
doesn’t control their population 
size. When coyotes are hunted 
and under stress, they step up their 
reproduction rates.

There’s also no data supporting 
the idea that coyotes are having a 
significant impact on deer herds.

And Commissioner Herrick 
acknowledged his department 
could do a better job of helping 
Vermonters understand the 
valuable role of coyotes in the 
ecosystem, Bray said.

Legislators hope to pass S.281 
and other Fish and Wildlife bills 
this session, Bray said.
OTHER BILLS

A bill addressing the governance 
of the Fish and Wildlife 
Department, S.129, will proceed 

for now as a conversation between 
legislators and the department, 
Bray said.

“To use the language of Fish and 
Wildlife: There are consumptive 
and non-consumptive people in the 
world when it comes to wildlife,” 
Bray explained. “Consumptive 
being those hunting, fishing and 
trapping. Non-consumptive being 
everybody else.

“The non-hunting community I 
think has long felt that their voices 
weren’t being heard. I think the 
department would disagree, but 
we’re asking them to think about 
engaging with that population so 
that fewer people feel like they’re 
not being heard.”

The department will work on it 
and bring back and proposal and 
a report, Bray said.

S.201, an act related to best 
management practices for 
trapping, passed the Senate 
on March 23 and is now being 
considered by the House. It 
would require the Fish and 
Wildlife Board to write trapping 
regulations that are at least 
as stringent as national best 
management practices, which 
favor, among other things, 
less damaging, and thus more 
humane, traps.

“It’s important for us to 
make progress both on treating 
wildlife more humanely and to 
bring communities that have 
been, I would say, failing to 
understand the other side’s point 
of view, into a more productive 
relationship for the long term,” 
Bray said of the three bills. “The 
Vermont way is not ‘my way or 
the highway.’ The Vermont way 
is ‘How do you bring people 
together to get things done and 
preserve community.’ And if 
we’ve learned anything from the 
last two years, on more than one 
front — the attack on the nation’s 
Capitol, COVID — it’s that we 
really need to nurture that sense 
of community.”

Reach Ross at christopherr@
addisonindependent.com. 

“(Hunting 
coyotes with 
hounds) must be 
regulated … You 
can’t just let the 
hounds loose 
where they start 
on your property 
and then go 
willy-nilly any 
other place.”

— Sen.
Christopher Bray
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Spotlight on VergennesSpotlight on Vergennes

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — A new salt 

shed with a price tag that is now 
just short of $715,000 topped the 
list of a number of infrastructure 

FERRISBURGH — Lake 
Champlain Maritime Museum has 
announced that it will remain free 
for all visitors for the 2022 season. 
The museum will be open from 
May 21 to Oct. 16 with outside and 
indoor exhibits, summer camps 
and expeditions, historic replica 

boats, new public programs, and 
more.

The 2022 season at the museum 
is focused on continuing to bring 
communities, neighbors, and 
youth together. As the region 
continues to recover from the 
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, 

FERRISBURGH — As part 
of Rokeby Museum’s vision to 
enhance the history of Vermont 
and explore an inclusive telling 
of the American story, the 
Museum is launching a series of 
new education programs in 2022.

Rokeby Museum connects 
visitors with the human 
experience of the Underground 
Railroad and the lives of the 
four generations of 
the Robinsons who 
lived at Rokeby from 
1793 to 1961. The 
Robinson family’s 
story is diverse 
and the Museum 
shares the history 
of the Abolition 
movement, Vermont 
agriculture, and the 
art and literature 
careers of the 
Robinson family.

“There are many 
historical themes 
to explore, and 
we are excited to 
launch a new series 
of programs that 
engage K-12 grade learners 
and educators in the history of 
abolition, art, and agriculture,” 
said Museum Director Lindsay 
Varner.

In 2021, Rokeby Museum hired 
Education Programs Manager 
Tucker Foltz to develop and grow 
the Museum’s K-12 educational 
outreach and programming. 
Foltz’s hiring has allowed the 
Museum to expand its offerings 
to students, while also continuing 

to grow its public programming. 
In 2022, the museum is 

launching workshops for teachers 
to learn more about Rokeby’s 
history and the Underground 
Railroad. There is also a new 
weeklong youth theater camp, and 
the return of the Museum’s Youth 
Curator for the Day program.

In addition to the new summer 
program, Rokeby Museum 

received a private 
donation to expand 
its virtual tours. “We 
are excited to launch 
a new virtual tour 
option for the historic 
Robinson house. This 
tour will introduce 
the Robinson’s 
anti-slavery work 
and Underground 
Railroad history 
to a new audience 
by providing 
virtual field trips to 
classrooms anywhere 
in the country,” said 
Varner.

The continued 
growth of Rokeby 

Museum’s education initiatives 
is helping expand the reach of a 
significant National Landmark in 
Vermont.

To learn more about 
Rokeby Museum’s education 
programming email Tucker Foltz 
at tfoltz@rokeby.org or Lindsay 
Varner at director@rokeby.org, 
or call 802-877-3406. You can 
also visit the Museum’s website 
at www.rokeby.org.

items facing the Vergennes City 
Council at its Tuesday, March 22, 
meeting. 

During the past four years, the 
city salt shed project has grown 
in both size — from about 2,500 
square feet to about 5,000 square 
feet — and price tag, from roughly 
$321,000 to $714,677.

A federal grant will fund the 
majority of the cost to replace 
the city’s existing decrepit winter 
materials shed off Canal Street, 
which is leaking pollutants into 
Otter Creek.

But at the same time, according 
to figures provided to the council 
by Dubois & King project manager 
Jenny Austin, the city’s share, or 
local grant match, of the estimated 
cost has risen from roughly 
$64,000 to $229,552.

Mayor Matt Chabot asked on 
behalf of the council why the 
building had increased in size. 
Public Works Supervisor Jim 
Larrow said he’d concluded the 
original design wasn’t adequate 
to store a winter’s worth of 

materials for city streets, and a 
larger building would allow the 
department to pre-buy and store an 
entire season’s worth of salt, sand 
and other needed items and save 
money.

“At some point there was some 
concern on the size of the building 
needed,” Larrow said. 

Rising construction costs 
accounted for the balance of the 
increase, Austin said. Larrow 
added the estimate compared 
favorably with that of other 
similar, recent salt shed projects.  

City Manager Ron Redmond 
told the council he had a plan to 
fund the local match over several 
years at $50,000 to $65,000 
annually, using the money set 
aside for the original match as the 
first payment. 

Redmond on Wednesday 
described an optimistic timetable 
calling for groundbreaking and 
completion of the new materials 
shed in 2023. 

On March 22, the council also:
• Heard from Redmond that 

preliminary indications from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Rural Development arm were that 
the city could get more than 20% 
of the cost of its $25.5 million 
sewer system upgrade funded 
through that federal agency. 
USDA officials had pledged a 
minimum of 20%, and more than 
that could lower projected sewer 
fee increases.

• Voted to dip into the city’s 
Water Tower Fund for $14,063 to 
complete installation of new front 
doors for city hall and for $3,500 
for Dubois & King to perform 
an engineering assessment of the 
Vergennes Public Works building 
on Mechanics Street. 

• Approved a resolution 
authorizing the city to apply 
for $500,000 in Vermont 
Community Development 
Program Implementation funds 
for renovation of the John Graham 
Shelter. Vergennes will essentially 
serve as a conduit for those funds, 
but will have some bookkeeping 
responsibilities.

Council eyes infrastructure, including $715K salt shed

Rokeby Museum launches
education programming

there is a common human need to 
gather, celebrate, and learn from 
culture, history, and the natural 
environment. 

Recognizing that there are 
common barriers to access for 
many people to visit museums 
or take advantage of these kinds 
of educational experiences, the 
museum is committed to removing 
these obstacles for all visitors. 

In 2022, museum visitors, local 
adults, and youth can access:

• The museum will be free for 
all visitors and open seven days a 
week from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

• Outside, indoor, and online 
exhibits: In 2022 the museum will 
open a new exhibit, “The Clean 
Water Act at 50” which explores 
this groundbreaking legislation, its 
impact on Lake Champlain, and 
how individuals can keep Lake 
Champlain healthy today. 

In addition, the museum will 
refresh several favorite exhibits 
with new research, objects, and 
stories including: “Nebizun: Water 
is Life,” an exhibit curated by Vera 
Longtoe Sheehan and the Vermont 
Abenaki Artists Association that 
explores the Abenaki relationship 
to water as a fundamental element; 
the Hazelett Small Watercraft 
Center; and the 18th-Century 
blacksmithing forge. Details on 
onsite and online exhibits are at 
www.lcmm.org/Museum

• Pay-What-You-Can Summer 
Camps and Expeditions: To ensure 
that all kids and teens have equal 
access to a great summer on Lake 
Champlain, all summer programs at 
the museum have a pay-what-you-
can tuition model. Adventurous 
youth can join the museum to 
build their own kayak, learn about 
underwater archaeology, go on 

LCMM programs free this year

(See LCMM programs, Page 15A)

“There are many 
historical themes 
to explore, and 
we are excited 
to launch a 
new series of 
programs that 
engage K-12 
grade learners 
and educators 
in the history of 
abolition, art, 
and agriculture.”
 — Museum Director 

Lindsay Varner

Lego kids
KALINA LAVALLA, 3, of Bridport, front, helps her brother Kyler, 7, set up his Lego Contest display at the Bixby Library in Vergennes 

late last month. Many families came together to the annual event co-sponsored by the Bixby and the Boys & Girls Club of Greater 
Vergennes. Independent photo/Steve James



Addison Independent, Thursday, March 31, 2022 — PAGE 15A

an overnight kayak or rowing 
expedition, and more. Families 
can browse and register for 2022 
camps and expeditions at www.
lcmm.org/Camps.

• Historic replica boats: The 
museum’s replica Revolutionary 
War gunboat Philadelphia II will 
be displayed “on the hard” on the 
museum grounds, and the replica 
canal schooner Lois McClure will 
be docked in North Harbor for the 
2022 season for all to visit for free. 

This season marks the second to 

last season for the Schooner Lois 
McClure. In Oct. 2023, the replica 
will be retired. A new exhibit on 
canal history in the Champlain 
Valley is projected to open in 2024. 
The public is invited to visit the 
Lois and participate in a public 
archiving project that will inform 
the future exhibit at www.lcmm.
org/Lois.

• Adult Rowing Clubs: Each 
spring through fall, adults of all 
ages are invited to row on the lake 
with one of the museum’s three 
rowing clubs. Participants row in 

the museum’s fleet of pilot gigs, 
a traditional six-oared wooden 
rowing gig, which are all built 
right at the museum as part of the 
museum’s boat-building education 
program for local students. 

Clubs range from beginner to 
advanced experience levels and 
meet once a week in the afternoon 
at the museum or in Burlington. 
Interested rowers can join for 
one row or for the whole season. 
Registration for the 2022 season 
opens in late March at www.lcmm.
org/Adult-Rowing.

The 2022 season featuring 
free admission and pay-what-
you-can camps and expeditions 
is made possible with support 
from Champlain Valley National 
Heritage Partnership, Lake 
Champlain Basin Program, the 
museum’s members and donors, 
and local businesses. 

The museum will be regularly 
sharing updates on exhibits and 
season events on its website and 
social media. Follow along and 
plan your 2022 visit: www.lcmm.
org/Visit.

LCMM programs
(Continued from Page 14A)
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Lois McClure
(Continued from Page 1A)

accouterments typical of a canal 
schooler, referred to by some as the 
“tractor-trailer units” of that era.

The Lois McClure and its trained 
crew have made many voyages 
on Lake Champlain and beyond, 
exporting canal schooner history 
as well as the LCMM’s mission 
to myriad ports, where more than 
300,000 people were taken on 
for free tours to great effect. The 
schooner proved a hit with visitors 
of all ages in Vermont, New York 
and Canada.

But current LCMM officials — 
led by Executive Director Susan 
McClure (no relation to the boat’s 
namesake) — note understandable 
wear and tear on a boat that’s 
traveled thousands of miles and 
made hundreds of landings at 
various docks.

McClure said a typical working 
canal schooner’s life was around 
20 years, at which time the owner 
would sometimes scuttle (sink) the 
boat. Rather than invest resources 
to extend the Lois McClure’s life, 
LCMM officials want to collect 
stories and memorabilia linked to 
the boat and look for a company that 
could possibly manage it. Realizing 
such companies are few, McClure 
said the other option would be to 
dismantle the Lois and use portions 
of her in a covered, land-based 
exhibit that would incorporate canal 
boat artifacts from the museum’s 
collection.

“Nothing can take away from the 
impact this boat has had for the past 
20 years,” McClure said. “What 
we’re hoping to do in the future is 
to continue a legacy in a way that 
honors the stories of the people who 
actually worked on these boats in 
the 19th and early-20th centuries, 
and the people in our community 
who committed so much time to this 
project.”
WILDLY SUCCESSFUL

But some current and former 
LCMM officials — several of 
whom participated in the building, 
stewardship and/or voyages of the 
Lois — disagree with the museum’s 
strategy. They are arguing for the 
Lois McClure to be given a reprieve 
— at least until 2025, so that the 
boat can participate in the landmark 
anniversaries of the Champlain and 
Lake Eerie canals.

Arthur Cohn is director emeritus 
of the LCMM. He planned the 
project after the McClure family 
challenged the LCMM to recreate 
one of the working canal boats 
that were so pivotal to maritime 
commerce. Cohn created the budget 

for what would become the Lois 
McClure, hired the artisans who 
built it, and helped oversee the 
construction process that led to the 
schooner’s launch in 2004.

More than that, Cohn was a 
crew member for many of the Lois 
McClure’s voyages, which he said 
were wildly successful.

“I concluded that this was the 
most effective historical platform 
that I had ever seen or been a party 
to,” he said. “It was joyous to me to 
participate in the interpretation of 
history aboard that boat. The boat 
was like a little magic carpet, or time 
machine.”

One of the highlights for Cohn: 
The boat’s 10-day stay on the 
Quebec City waterfront in 2008, 
marking the 400th anniversary of 
Samuel de Champlain’s founding 
of that city. The Vermont delegation 
included U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy 
and then-Vermont Gov. James 
Douglas.

Cohn said he was aware of the 
boat’s upkeep and maintenance 
needs.

“We knew we had a big wooden 
boat and we knew enough about 
our craft that a big wooden boat 
that works requires ever more 
maintenance as it wears itself 
around,” he said. “We always had 
maintenance going on, and on 
occasion we had significant repairs.”

Cohn said he wasn’t informed 
of the Lois McClure’s proposed 
decommissioning until around two 
weeks ago.

“There was no, ‘What do you 
think?’ ‘How can we do this?’ ‘Can 
money be raised?’” Cohn said. 
“There was no input on my part on 
the conclusion that was reached.”

He said he learned the LCMM 
had commissioned a boatwright’s 
survey of the schooner that factored 
into the museum’s decommissioning 
decision.

That survey, according to Susan 
McClure, revealed the need for 
“repairing areas of rot in the topside 
planking and framing, replacing the 
bulwarks, resetting loose bungs in 
the planking, and replacing the oak 
breasthook and cap rail over the 
transom.”

McClure declined to provide a 
copy of the survey, calling it “an 
internal document for planning 
purposes.”

The survey was prepared last 
summer by David D. Short, principal 
of North Atlantic Shipbuilding 
& Repair, LLC. Short, in his 
conclusion to his report (obtained 
by the Independent), states among 
other things that “the Lois McClure, 

as seen, is in good condition and 
in the opinion of this inspector is 
suitable for navigation is lakes, bays 
and sounds, when operated by an 
experienced captain.”

McClure acknowledged “the 
shipwright was very clear that if 
that work was done, the boat could 
continue to operate safely on the 
water,” but added the LCMM board 
assessed the cost of immediate 
repairs; reviewed the annual costs to 
maintain the boat, forecast the future 
major repair work the boat would 
need, and ultimately agreed “they 
had stretched beyond the original 
goals and plans for the replica 
boat project and that there was an 
opportunity for the museum to learn 
from this project and continue to tell 
the important story of canal boats in 
new ways.”

“In short, the decision to retire the 
Lois was not based on the short-term 
repairs in the report,” she concluded.
‘DIDN’T HAVE A CHOICE’

Eliza Nelson has been tight with 
the Lois McClure since it was 
introduced to the public 21 years 
ago. She joined the LCMM as 
an exhibit interpreter, eventually 
graduating to “schooner and 
volunteer coordinator.”

Her husband, Paul Smith, crafted 
the Lois McClure’s 
first helm, aka 
steering wheel.

Nelson resigned 
from her position 
earlier this month 
in large part due of 
her opposition to the 
decommissioning 
plan for the Lois 
McClure.

“It was an 
incredibly difficult 
decision to leave, 
but once the 
announcement was 
made about the way 
this project was 
going, and after 
attempts to improve 
the project didn’t 
go anywhere, I 
didn’t feel I had any 
choice,” Nelson said.

She includes herself in a camp of 
what she says are around 30 people 
— former Lois McClure builders, 
shipmates, boosters and members 
of the general public — who believe 
the schooner could and should 
remain a traveling exhibit through at 
least the next three years. The extra 
time would allow the boat to help 
mark next year’s 200th anniversary 
of the Champlain Canal connecting 
Lake Champlain to the Hudson 

the bow of the boat over there, and 
maybe a section of the hill in the 
middle.

“There’s something lost when 
you take it apart.”

But Susan McClure argues the 
museum must take other factors into 
consideration.

“The decision we made is not 
about what needs to happen today; 
it’s about the long-term for the 
museum,” she said, “We’re not 
approaching this as an end to canal 
boats; we’re looking at what comes 
next, and ‘Phase 3’ of the project.”

She explained the first phase 
was building the Lois McClure, the 
second phase was having the boat 
travel the waterways, and the third 
phase will be to “create an on-site 
exhibit that we plan to open in 2024 
that will continue to tell the story 
with a real focus on accessibility.”

McClure noted that the Lois isn’t 
accessible to all people, as the ship 
was faithfully constructed to 19th 
century standards.

“There was no ADA in 1862, so 
our focus on this new exhibit will be 
on being fully accessible, and trying 
to recreate pieces of the experience,” 
she said. “Nothing will ever be the 
same as being on the deck of the 
ship and looking at the lake and the 
mountains, but we’re hoping to use 
some creative techniques to try to 
replicate a few of those experiences 
that are accessible to everyone.”
PEOPLE’S STORIES

For example, she vowed to 
maintain and showcase the Lois 
McClure’s living quarters. That’s 
where the family spent time, while 
around 80% of the schooner was 
earmarked for cargo.

“That’s something we want to 
capture with this exhibit; telling 
the stories of people through 
their experiences on these boats,” 
McClure said.

She emphasized there’s still time 
to see the boat. Plans call for the Lois 
to be on the water and open to the 
public this summer and the next. In 
the meantime, the LCMM will work 

on finding a partner organization 
to manage the boat. Failing that, 
museum officials will have to figure 
out how to use pieces of the boat in 
the new exhibit, she said. 

McClure said the public will be 
given a voice in charting the course 
for the new Lois McClure exhibit. 
People are being encouraged to log 
on to tinyurl.com/45bk5ktn and 
share:

• A favorite memory, photo, or 
video to make a part of the project 
through an electronic “memory 
box” on the website.

• Any family stories, photos, or 
documents from life on the canals.

• Memories from anyone who 
volunteered on one of the many 
Lois McClure tour seasons, or who 
participated in the original build.

• Any suggestions or ideas for 
the project.

“It was a public project from the 
beginning, and we wanted to stay 
true to that ethos of a public project,” 
McClure said.

Coming to grips with the boat’s 
retirement has been tough on all 
LCMM staff, she said.

“We care about this boat a lot and 
we care about the story,” she said. 
“We really do believe that what 
we’re doing is best for the boat and 
the story.”

Samantha Williams, a former 
education director for the LCMM, 
disagrees. She recalled leading 
school children through the Lois 
McClure, and the visual impact of a 
fully intact vessel.

“It’s so difficult to get young 
people interested in history today, 
and that’s what things like the 
schooner and the Philadelphia do,” 
she told members of the Senate 
Institutions Committee at the March 
18 hearing. “It opens minds in a way 
a static exhibit couldn’t possibly do.

“I think the Lois McClure is a huge 
asset for the state of Vermont and it 
would be a terrible shame to see her 
dismantled before she’s finished her 
work,” Williams added, “I think she 
still has a lot of work to do.”

River and the 200th birthday (in 
2025) of the Erie Canal, which 
opened up the Champlain Valley to 
western commerce.

“It makes perfect sense,” she said.
Nelson strongly believes 

fundraising and volunteer labor 
could make the necessary Lois 
McClure updates affordable and 

sustain the schooner 
through 2025.

“As the former 
volunteer coordinator, 
I know there are 
volunteers willing to 
work on that boat,” she 
said. “If we had a small 
amount of money and 
a professional guiding 
things, volunteers could 
do the demolition of 
parts that need to be 
taken off … using the 
original techniques. 
Take the rot off and put 
new boards on; that’s 
the beauty of a wooden 
boat.”

If LCMM officials 
don’t keep the Lois 
McClure in the water, 
Nelson hopes the 

schooner could be placed — 
completely intact — in a covered 
spot on the museum campus. This, 
she said, would allow visitors to 
better understand how the ship 
functioned, as opposed to touring 
pieces of the schooner.

“There’s a visceral experience 
of going through the spaces — the 
smells, the cargo piled up, and to 
really feel that impact,” Nelson said. 
“You don’t feel that impact of you 
have the stern of the boat over here, 

“This was the 
most effective 
historical 
platform that 
I had ever 
seen or been a 
party to. It was 
joyous to me to 
participate in the 
interpretation of 
history aboard 
that boat. The 
boat was like 
a little magic 
carpet, or time 
machine.”

— Art Cohn

THE LOIS MCCLURE, shown with its companion tug C.L. Churchill in the Champlain Canal, was built 
two decades ago as a replica of an 1862 canal schooner by the Lake Champlain Maritime Museum.

Photo courtesy LCMM

THE LAKE CHAMPLAIN Maritime Museum’s Lois McClure canal schooner leaves port a few years back. The museum is planning to 
dismantle the 20-year-old wooden boat, which requires expensive repairs and upkeep, but some say it should be fixed and remain on the 
water as a great educational tool. Photo courtesy LCMM
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ScoreScore
BOARD

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Lacrosse

3/24 Midd vs TCNJ ......................13-9
3/26 Midd vs Bates ......................17-6
3/27 Midd vs Plymouth St. ..........22-1

Men’s Lacrosse
3/26 Midd vs Bates ......................13-9
3/29 Midd vs Springfield ..............12-6

Softball In FLA
3/23 Wis-Whitewater vs Midd ......11-3
3/23 Midd vs Chicago ..................10-5
3/24 Midd vs Union .............Canceled
3/24 Midd vs Allegheny .......Canceled
3/25 Midd vs Lawrence .................9-0
3/25 Carleton vs Midd ...................9-0
3/25 Manchester vs Midd ........ 9-8 (8)

Baseball In FLA
3/23 Midd vs Bowdoin .................11-8
3/23 Wisc-Eau Claire vs Midd .......9-8
3/25 Trinity vs Midd ............. 10-9 (10) 
3/26 Trinity vs Midd .....................11-8 
3/26 Midd vs St. Olaf ...................12-7
3/30 Midd at RPI .........................Late

Teams – and fans – made winter memorable
Titles, dramatic games, enthusiastic crowds contributed to special season
By ANDY KIRKALDY

ADDISON COUNTY — Buzzer 
beaters. Rivalry games decided in 
overtime. Dramatic rallies. Clutch 
performances. Championships — 
on trails, on mats, in an old barn in 
Barre, and at a shiny college rink 
— packed with fans.

And those fans this winter. Noisy, 

chanting fans. Sign-carrying, 
face-painting, costume-wearing 
fans. Fans consoling athletes. Fans 
mobbing winners. 

All of them showing up for the 
first time indoors since early in 
2020, when COVID-19 was a far-
off, if unsettling, rumor. 

The biggest crowd? More than 

RIVALRY BASKETBALL GAMES among local schools were often 
hotly contested this winter, no matter what the teams’ records 
were. For example, the VUHS boys won more than three times as 
many games as MUHS, but needed this buzzer-beating hoop from 
sophomore Tyler Bergmans to escape the Tiger gym with a victory. 

Independent file photo/Steve James

THIS SHOT BY Tiger senior defenseman and Tri-Captain Matt 
Kiernan didn’t find the net, but the D-II MUHS boys’ hockey team still 
picked up a big early-season win over D-I Rutland. The Tigers were 
slowed by midseason injuries, but finished at about .500 and won a 
playoff game on the road. 

Independent file photo/Steve James

EAGLE SENIOR DEVAN Hemingway, seen here nearly pinning 
an Essex wrestler in Middlebury in the Tigers’ annual holiday 
tournament, won the state title at 120 pounds. He was one of three 
county wrestlers to stand atop the podium at the Vermont meet. 

Independent file photo/Steve James

ONE OF THE biggest surprises of the winter was a fourth-quarter 
rally in Bristol by the MUHS girls to defeat Mount Abe, 42-40. Junior 
Ele Sellers, seen here snagging a rebound in the lane, scored nine 
points in the final period to help spark the Tigers.

Independent file photo/Steve James

TIGER FRESHMAN BETH McIntosh skis to a strong finish in the 
freestyle portion of the two-day Nordic championship, held at Rikert 
Nordic Center. She and classmate Ava Schneider led the MUHS 
girls to the D-II title with their top-10 finishes in both the classic and 
freestyle races. 

Independent file photo/Steve James

2,100 showed up to watch the 
Middlebury College women’s 
hockey team claim the NCAA 
Division III title. It was almost 
certainly the largest gathering for 
a local school sporting event since 
the Panther men’s hockey heyday 
of more than a decade ago. 

There would have been a big 
crowd regardless, but thanks to 
a great decision by the college 
administration to allow free 
admission to see that talented team 
it was probably even larger. 

The college made that move to 
honor of the 50th anniversary of 
Title IX, which paved the way for 
more women’s sports. Well done.

Yes, fans made sports in 
these parts even more fun this 

winter. Student sections in their 
coordinated outfits, each with their 
own rituals — “Spark ’em” from 
Mount Abraham’s fans, binoculars 
from Middlebury’s corner of the 
gym — brought life and smiles 
back to the games. 

And then there was what they 
watched. 

Sure, there were championships. 
As well as the Middlebury women 
adding another national title 
and unbeaten season (a feat also 
accomplished by the Panther field 
hockey team this fall, and keep an 
eye on women’s lax), the Eagle 
girls’ basketball team made a 
remarkable run from a No. 6 seed 
to a D-II crown, and the Tiger 

(See Winter, Page 3B)

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College women’s 
lacrosse team picked up three more 
wins in the past week to improve to 
8-0. The Panthers moved up to the 
No. 1 ranking in NCAA Division III, 
leapfrogging former No. 1 Salisbury, 
which lost to Colby, and No. 2 
Gettysburg, which fell to Tufts. 

Middlebury will visit NESCAC 
rival Tufts on Saturday and non-
league foe Union on Tuesday.

On March 24, the visiting Panthers 
dealt No. 10 The College of New 
Jersey its first loss of the spring, 13-9.

TCNJ took a 3-2 lead after one 
period, but the Panthers took charge 

with the first five goals of the second 
period to take the lead at halftime, 
7-4. Hope Shue scored twice, Jane 
Earley had a goal and an assist in the 
surge, and Erin Nicholas and Grace 
Getman also found the net.

The teams traded goals in the third 
quarter, and the Panthers took a 10-7 
lead into the fourth quarter. TCNJ 
scored in the first minute of the 
fourth, but Getman and Shue quickly 
answered for Middlebury, and 
Panther goalie Annie Enrietto made 
several key stops as the Panthers 
pulled away.

Enrietto made 10 saves, and 
Julia Charest stopped seven for the 

Lions. Riseberg added five assists 
to go with her goal, while Earley, 
Shue and Getman each scored three 
times. Madison Paylor scooped four 
groundballs, and Makenzie Smith 
controlled four draws. 

On Saturday, the Panthers rolled 
over host NESCAC foe Bates, taking 
a halftime lead of 13-2 on the way to 
a 17-6 victory. Bates dropped to 2-5, 
0-4 in league play. 

After the teams traded early scores, 
Middlebury rattled off the next seven 
goals to lead by 8-1 after the first 
period. Susan Rowley and Earley 
scored twice each in the surge.

The Panthers kept coming in the 

second quarter, as Anna Spehr and 
Jamee Numan each scored twice as 
they stretched the lead to 11. 

Rowley scored two more times in 
the second half and led a balanced 
Panther attack with four goals. Nine 
Panthers scored, with contributors 
including Spehr (two goals, two 
assists), Riseberg (goal, three assists) 
and Earley (three goals, assist). 
Enrietto made six saves the first three 
quarters, while Gina Driscoll made 
two in the final quarter.

Kate Loughlin scored twice to lead 
Bates, and Bobcat goalie Cammie 
Lavoie made eight saves. 

PANTHER LEADING SCORER Jane Earley finds the net during the Middlebury College women’s lacrosse team’s victory over visiting 
Plymouth State on Tuesday. Middlebury improved to 8-0.

Independent photo/Steve James

Women’s lacrosse improves to 8-0

(See Lacrosse, Page 2B)

MIDDLEBURY — Three 
members of the Middlebury Union 
High School boys’ hockey team 
and two Tiger girls’ skaters have 
received postseason recognition 
from the Division II and Tier II 
coaches, respectively.

The D-II boys’ coaches chose 
Tiger goalie Eddie Hodde as a 
member of the league’s Second 
Team, and forwards Kellen 
Bartlett and Toby Draper received 
Honorable Mention. 

The Tier II girls’ coaches voted 
Tiger forward Avery Gale to the 
Second Team. 

In addition, Tiger forward 
Patience Hanley was honored as a 
Girls’ Hockey Academic All-Star, 
a distinction given to seniors who 
maintain at least a 3.5 grade-point 
average.

Hockey players 
named all-stars

ADDISON COUNTY — Nine 
members of the Mount Abraham, 
Vergennes, Middlebury and 
Otter Valley union high school 
girls’ basketball teams received 
postseason recognition from either 
the Lake Division or the Southern 
Valley League’s B Division.

Most notably, VUHS senior 
Felicia Poirier and Tiger junior Ele 
Sellers were voted as Co-Players 
of the Year in the Lake Division, 
finishing in the three-way tie in 
coaches balloting with Enosburg’s 
Emily Adams. 

Sellers was also chosen by the 
Vermont basketball coaches as a 
member of their Dream Dozen 
of outstanding Division I and II 
players.

Coach Connie LaRose of the 

D-II champion Eagles was voted as 
the Lake Coach of the Year.

Joining Sellers and Poirier on 
the Lake Division First Team was 
Eagle junior Maia Jensen.

Otter Valley’s Alice Keith was 
voted to the SVL’s B Division first 
team.

Eagle senior Abby Reen was 
a Lake Second Team All-Star 
selection. 

Earning Lake Division 
Honorable Mention were Eagle 
junior Madison Gile, Tiger junior 
Cady Pitner, and Commodore 
junior Kyra Bradford. 

OV senior Brittney Jackson 
earned SVL B Division Honorable 
Mention.

Keith, Poirier, Jackson and 
Reen were also chosen to play in 
North-South Senior All-Star games 
on March 19 at Champlain Valley 
Union. 

Girls’ basketball players 
earn postseason honors



PAGE 2B — Addison Independent, Thursday, March 31, 2022

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Boys’ Lacrosse

4/5 MUHS at Mt. Mansfi eld ....... 4 PM
4/7 MUHS at Woodstock ........... 4 PM
4/7 OV at Montpelier ................. 4 PM
4/9 MUHS at Burlington ...........11 AM

Girls’ Lacrosse
4/5 Burr & Burton at MUHS .. 4:30 PM 
4/5 Essex at VUHS .............. 4:30 PM
4/8 MUHS at Burlington ....... 4:30 PM

Track
4/5 .................MUHS at Mt. Mansfi eld
4/5 .......................VUHS at Burlington
4/12 .............. MUHS, Mt. Abe at CVU

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Lacrosse

4/2 Midd at Tufts ........................ 2 PM
4/5 Midd at Union ...................... 6 PM
4/9 Wesleyan at Midd ...............11 AM
4/10 Hamilton at Midd ............... 1 PM

Men’s Lacrosse
4/2 Tufts at Midd ........................ 2 PM
4/6 Midd at Hamilton ................. 5 PM
4/9 Midd at Wesleyan ................ 1 PM
4/10 Midd at Babson ................. 1 PM

Softball 
4/1 Midd at Amherst .................. 5 PM
4/2 Midd at Amherst (2) ............. Noon
4/6 Castleton at Midd (2) ...... 3:30 PM
4/8 Williams at Midd .................. 5 PM
4/9 Williams at Midd (2) ............. Noon

Baseball 
4/1 Midd at Hamilton ................. 4 PM
4/2 Midd at Hamilton (2) ............ Noon
4/5 Castleton at Midd ................ 4 PM
4/6 Union at Midd ...................... 4 PM
4/9 Colby at Midd (2) ................. 1 PM
4/10 Midd at Suffolk .................. 1 PM
Given rapidly changing

schedules those interested in 
attending or view ing events are 
advised to check school websites 
for the latest updates. 

ScheduleSchedule

ADDISON COUNTY — Nine 
members of the Mount Abraham, 
Vergennes, Middlebury and 
Otter Valley union high school 
boys’ basketball teams received 
postseason recognition from either 
the Lake Division or the Southern 
Valley League’s B Division. 

At the top of the list was Eagle 
senior and team leading scorer 

Henry Cogswell, whom the Lake 
Division coaches chose as the 
League’s Player of the Year.

Joining Cogswell on the Lake 
First Team was Commodore 
sophomore Tyler Bergmans. 
Bergmans was also named to 
the Vermont basketball coaches’ 
Dream Dozen of outstanding 
underclassmen Division III and 

IV players. 
OV Senior Elijah Tucker-

Bryant earned a berth on the SVL 
B Division First Team. 

Chosen for the Lake Second 
Team were Commodore senior 
Tim Ashley, Eagle junior Chance 
Denecker, and Tiger junior Penn 
Riney.

Earning Honorable Mention 

from the Lake were Eagle junior 
Gavin Bannister and Tiger junior 
Willem Berry. Otter senior 
Hayden Bernhardt earned an SVL 
B Division Honorable Mention. 

Cogswell, Ashley and Tucker-
Bryant were also selected to play 
in the North-South All-Star games 
on March 19 at Champlain Valley 
Union. 

802-388-6888   •   VERMONTSUN.COM

Novice and advanced athletes alike marvel at the beauty of our courses 
and enjoy the mountains, lakes and streams of Central Vermont.

See our website for course maps, race details and registration.

5K,  10K  &  5K,  10K  &  HALF MARATHON

May 15, 2022May 15, 2022
Lake Lake Dunmore, Dunmore, 

VermontVermont

On Tuesday, the Panthers 
dispatched visiting Plymouth 
State, 22-1. Middlebury scored at a 
goal-a-minute pace in the opening 
quarter until the rules called for 
running time, and led by 12-0 after 
one period. PSU, which features 
former Mount Abraham-Vergennes 
state champion Jalen Cook on the 
defensive end, dropped to 5-3. 

Jane Earley (four goals, assist), 
Riseberg (two goals, three), and 
Numan (three goals) led the attack, 
while Kelcey Dion and Maggie 
Coughlin each scored twice and 
added an assist. Enrietto made one 
save , Gina Driscoll stopped one 
shot in 19:56, and Allie Batista 
closed out the game in goal for 
Middlebury.

Plymouth State’s Devon Mello 
scored on a free position in the late 
going, and goalie Piper Sherbert 
made four saves. 

MIDDLEBURY SOPHOMORE EMMA Inouye unleashes a shot in full stride during the Panther women’s 
lacrosse team’s one-sided win over visiting Plymouth State on Tuesday. The top-ranked Panthers 
improved to 8-0.

Independent photo/Steve James

Lacrosse 
(Continued from Page 1B)

Boys’ hoop players named league stars
BRANDON — Otter Valley 

Union High School’s football 
team’s offensive coordinator Jordan 
Tolar was recently promoted to the 
team’s head varsity coach heading 
into the 2022 season. 

In announcing the move on 
March 23, OV Athletic Director 
Steve Keith noted that Tolar has 
been on the football staff at the 
Brandon school for the past fi ve 
seasons, joining in the fall of 2017 
as the school’s junior varsity co-
head coach. After one season he 
moved up to take on the offensive 
coordinator duties, a job he has 
retained since.  

Previous to his time at Otter 
Valley, Keith reported, Tolar 
attended and played football at 
Woodstock High School. Upon 
graduation he attended McNeese 
State, a Division I Football program 
in Louisiana, before fi nishing his 
career at Castleton University, 
where he served as a team captain 
before graduating.

“Jordan has continually been a 
positive force among our coaches, 
working in all areas of the game to 
help our athletes improve,” Keith 
said, adding that “he has a distinct 
vision of how a program should and 
will be run, and is actively working 
to implement that.” 

Keith praised Tolar for his 
knowledge of the game and his 
dedication to the OV program.

“He is organized and 
knowledgeable about all facets 
of the game and continues to 
be driven by a set of personal 
standards and character building 
blocks that he hopes to instill in 
all of his athletes,” he said, adding 
that Tolar “is highly dedicated to 
the growth and success of Otter 
Valley football. We look forward to 
the future of Otter Valley Football 
under his leadership.”

The new coach currently serves 
as the head custodian of Otter 
Valley Union High School as his 
full-time professional position.

ORLANDO, Fla. — After 
the conclusion of its annual 
weeklong spring trip to Florida, 
the Middlebury College baseball 
team will take a 5-6 record, 
including several close losses, 
into its NESCAC West schedule.

The Panthers were set to visit 
RPI on Wednesday after the 
deadline for this edition. Next up 
for the Panthers is a three-game 
set this weekend at NESCAC 
West foe Hamilton. 

On March 23 the Panthers split 
two games, defeating Bowdoin, 
11-8, before falling to Wisconsin 
Eau-Claire, 9-8. 

The Panthers and Polar Bears 
were tied at 3-3 after four innings 
in the opener. The early Panther 
runs came on three singles in the 
fi rst, an Alec Ritch double and 
an Andrew Ashley single in the 
second, and a John Collins homer 
in the third. 

Bowdoin then took a 7-3 lead 
with four runs in the top of the 
fi fth. The Panthers tied the game 
with four runs in the sixth on 
singles by Zip Malley, Nathan 
Samii, Sawyer Duarte and Kyle 
McCausland; a walk to Jack 
Stolper; and a wild pitch.

Stolper drilled a three-run 

homer in the seventh to provide 
the winning margin. Cole Crider 
earned the win with a scoreless 
inning of relief. 

Stolper went three-for-three, 
Ritch doubled twice, and Duarte 
and Collins each knocked out 
three hits. 

In the nightcap, Middlebury 
saw a rally from a 9-4 defi cit 
in the sixth inning fall short. 
Trailing by 9-5 entering the ninth, 
the Panthers cut into the lead with 
Isaac Rosario’s two-run homer 
and another run keyed by Samii 
and Baker Angstman singles and 
a sacrifi ce bunt before the rally 
fi zzled.  

Beau Root scored twice and 
picked up an RBI during a three-
hit day, Ritch drove in a pair, 
and Lucas Flemming stole home. 
Kunal Handa took the pitching 
loss for Middlebury.

On Friday the Panthers dropped 
a 10-inning game to Trinity, 10-9. 
The Panthers rallied to tie the 
game at 9-9 in the bottom of the 
ninth, but Trinity pushed a run 
across in the 10th for the victory.

In the Panther ninth, Mitchell 
Schroeder singled and scored on 
a Sammy Smith triple. Ashley 
singled in Smith and scored on 

Duarte’s two-out hit. George 
Goldstein then took the extra-
inning loss when Trinity pushed a 
run across in the top of the tenth, 
and Middlebury’s attempt to tie 
ended in a double play induced 
by Trinity reliever Justin Olsen.

McCausland knocked out two 
hits, walked twice, drove in a 
run, and scored three times. Ritch 
(two hits, two walks, two runs), 
Schroeder (two-run double, 
single), Smith (two hits, two runs, 
three RBIs, two stolen bases) and 
Duarte (two hits, RBI) all had 
multi-hit games for Middlebury. 

Middlebury concluded its 
Florida trip by splitting two 
games on Saturday. Trinity 
rallied for 10 unanswered runs to 
win, 11-8, in the opener, and the 
Panthers outlasted St. Olaf, 12-7, 
in the second game. 

Vs. the Bantams (6-4), the 
Panthers scored six runs in the 
bottom of the second inning 
on RBI singles by Duarte and 
McCausland, an Ashley two-run 
triple, a Ritch double, and a 
Schroeder RBI groundout.

Middlebury added a run in the 
fi fth on a Collins RBI double and 
another in the sixth on a Samii 
double and McCausland single. 

But the Bantams scored four runs 
in the seventh and added six more 
in the eighth for victory.

Jackson Atwood (0-1) took the 
loss, tossing the fi nal two innings 
for the Panthers and allowing six 
runs, two earned.

Vs. St. Olaf (4-4), Middlebury 
scored six runs in the top of 
the second to take an early 
lead. David Byrne, Malley and 
Ashley keyed the rally with RBI 
singles. In the fourth, doubles by 
Schroeder and Stolper sparked a 
two-run rally that made it 8-0. 

After St. Olaf cut the lead to 
8-4 in the bottom of the fourth, 
Middlebury tacked on three more 
runs in the fi fth, with Stolper 
driving in a run and McCausland 
adding a two-run single. St. Olaf 
pulled to within 11-7 before Root 
singled, his third hit of the game, 
and Byrne doubled him home in 
the eighth. 

Alex Rosario (2-1) picked up 
the win, allowing seven runs 
(four earned) on seven hits with 
seven strikeouts over fi ve innings. 
Crider went the fi nal four innings 
to earn a save, giving up two hits 
and whiffi ng six.

PLYMOUTH STATE DEFENDER Jalen Cook, a former three-sport 
Mount Abraham standout, marks Middlebury College freshman 
midfi elder Jamee Numan during Tuesday’s women’s lax game, won 
by host Middlebury. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Panther baseball fi nishes trip at 5-6

OV names new head 
varsity football coach

Close setbacks mark spring week in Florida; NESCAC West series up next
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ATTENTION 
SELF-EMPLOYED  CARPENTERS

then come to work for US!
Do what you love without the headaches of running a business.

We offer great pay, comprehensive benefits and growth opportunities.

APPLY TODAY!
802.482.5777 - polliconstruction.com

Doing Paperwork?

Chasing Money?

Paying Bills?

Managing people?

Unsteady Income?

ARE YOU TIRED OF...

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College men’s 
lacrosse team won a pair of recent 
games to move to 4-3 overall, 3-1 
in NESCAC play. The Panthers 
will host NESCAC foe Tufts, one 
of the league’s top teams, this 
Saturday at 2 p.m.

This past Saturday the Panthers 
picked up their third straight 
NESCAC victory, 14-9 over 
visiting Bates. Bates fell to 0-7, 
0-4 in NESCAC.

The Panthers bolted to a 4-0 
lead on goals by Tom Conley, 
William Ryan, Russell Thorndike 
and Billy Curtis. 

The closest Bates came was on 
back-to-back goals by Jackson 
Sell and Tyler Chang that made it 
7-5 at halftime. But the Panthers 

scored three straight times to 
open the third quarter, with Finn 
McCarthy scoring twice and 
Thorndike also fi nding the net, 
and maintained at least a three-
goal edge the rest of the way.

McCarthy fi nished with four 
goals and an assist, Thorndike 
was next with two scores and one 
assist, and eight other Panthers 
scored at least once. William 
Monroe won 10 of 18 faceoffs 
and scooped  a game-high eight 
ground balls. Panther goalie Finn 
O’Connor made a career-high 19 
saves.

Sell had a hat trick for the 
Bobcats, and Bates goalie 
Spencer Wood fi nished with 16 
saves.

On Tuesday,  the Panthers 

picked up a 12-6 win at Springfi eld 
as Jack Sheehan netted a career-
high six goals. Two of Sheehan’s 
goals came in the fi rst quarter as 
Middlebury took a 4-2 lead after 
falling behind, 2-1, in the early 
going.

Sheehan and Conley scored in 
the second quarter as the Panthers 
made it 6-3 at halftime. The Pride 
scored fi rst in the second half, but 
Sheehan added two more goals in 
the third period as Middlebury 
pulled away to take a 10-4 lead.

Curtis fi nished with two goals 
and an assist for Middlebury, and 
O’Connor made 16 saves. The 
Panthers were successful on 23 
of 24 clear attempts and forced 
Springfi eld into 16 turnovers.

Panther men’s lax wins pair

CLERMONT, Fla. — The 
Middlebury College softball team 
concluded its spring trip to Florida 
late last week with a 6-4 record 
after winning twice in its fi nal fi ve 
outings in Clermont.

The Panthers are off until this 
Friday, when they visit NESCAC 
West foe Amherst for a three-game 
set. 

On March 23 the Panthers split 
two games, losing to Wisconsin–
Whitewater, 11-3, in six innings, 
and defeating Chicago, 10-5.

In the opener UW-Whitewater 
took a 5-0 lead in the fi rst two 
innings. The Panthers got all their 
runs in the third, when Noelle 
Ruschil’s three-run homer plated 
Jordyn Johnson and Adriana 
Santiago-Lucena, who had each 
singled. Ruschil later doubled, 
as did Abby Santis. Abigail 
Jankowski took the loss, allowing 
seven runs, three earned, in three 
innings.

The Panthers scored twice in 
each of the fi rst and third innings 
of the nightcap to take a 4-1 lead, 
with singles from Jen McGann and 
Santis and a Sophia Marlino RBI 
grounder fi guring into the rallies.

Middlebury took charge with a 

four-run fourth, in which McGann 
drilled a three-run homer and 
Santis doubled in a run. Chicago 
cut the lead to 8-5 in the top of the 
fi fth, but the Panthers responded 
with the game’s fi nal two runs in 
the bottom of the inning. Johnson 
singled in one run and scored the 
other on a wild pitch.

McGann had four hits and scored 
three runs. Samantha Hausman (3-
1) earned the win, allowing two hits 
over fi ve innings, while Jankowski 
tossed the fi nal two frames.

After two Thursday games had 
to be canceled, the Panthers won 
once in three tries in a Friday 
tripleheader as their trip wound 
down. 

In the fi rst game, Jewel Ashbrook 
hurled a two-hit shutout with fi ve 
strikeouts to earn the win as the 
Panthers blanked Lawrence, 9-0, 
in six innings. 

The Panthers scored twice in the 
fi rst, when Ruschil tripled in a run 
and scored on a Bolinger single. A 
two-run Santis single highlighted 
a three-run fourth, and in the sixth 
Ruschil and Megan Fox each 
singled in runs, and Sophia Marlino 
hit a sacrifi ce fl y. Fox fi nished with 
two hits and two RBIs. 

In Friday’s second game 
Carleton blanked the Panthers, 9-0, 
as Carleton hurler Logan Robinson 
tossed a complete game shutout. 
McGann and Ruschil had the only 
Panther hits. 

In the trip’s fi nal game 
Manchester rallied with fi ve runs 
over the fi nal two innings to defeat 
Middlebury, 9-8, in eight innings. 

Middlebury led after three, 4-3, 
on an early Fox solo homer and a 
three-run third in which Ashbrook, 
Fox and Cece Ziegler each singled 
in runs.

Middlebury scored once in each 
of the next three innings to take a 
7-4 lead. Santis homered and hit 
a sacrifi ce fl y, and Fox hammered 
another solo shot. 

Manchester scored three times 
in the seventh frame and added 
two in the eighth to claim the 
win. Ashbrook (3-1) allowed all 
fi ve runs, only two earned, in 2.2 
innings on six hits to take the loss. 
The Panthers added their own 
unearned run in the bottom of the 
eighth, but the rally fell short. Fox 
went four-for-four, and Marlino 
had three hits. 

Panther softball ends trip at 6-4

girls’ Nordic team cruised to a 
D-II title.

Three wrestlers held up the 
boys’ end of the championship 
bargain: Seniors Taylor Stearns 
of Vergennes at 152 pounds and 
Devan Hemingway of Mount 
Abe at 120 lived up to their top 
seeds and prevailed, and MUHS 
freshman Avery Carl, seeded 
second, pinned the top seed at 
130 to join them atop the podium.
OVERALL SUCCESS

But there was so much more 
than the titles.

In a good showing overall for 
local wrestling teams, MUHS 
fi nished fourth in Vermont, one 
point ahead of Otter Valley in 
fi fth and just a few points ahead 
of VUHS in sixth. All have 
wrestlers coming back, and the 

smaller Mount Abe team has a 
strong middle school program 
that should boost its numbers. 

The MUHS dance team 
performed well again. In the 
February state championship 
competition held in the VUHS 
gym, the Tigers took second in 
the Pom fi eld and third in the Hip 
Hop.

On the ski trails the Tiger 
boys’ Nordic team took third in 
D-II, with sophomore Baxter 
Harrington and junior Eliot 
Schneider leading the way.

The Tiger hockey teams both 
landed around .500, with big 
wins along the way. Avery Gale 
and McKenna Raymond popped 
in OT game-winners for the girls. 

The Tiger boys got nice 
seasons from young forward 
Kellan Bartlett and Toby Draper 

and senior goalie Eddie Hodde, 
among others, and picked up 
an opening-round road playoff 
victory before giving then 
undefeated top seed Hartford a 
battle in a quarterfi nal setback 
that went down to the wire.

The Eagles and Commodores 
made the most noise in boys’ 
hoop. The 16-6 Eagles posted 
their fi rst winning season since 
2008. Their efforts included 
going on a 12-game winning 
streak, posting their fi rst playoff 
win since 2009, and hosting the 
program’s fi rst postseason game 
since 2008. 

The D-III Commodores went 
17-8. They earned the program’s 
most wins and reached Barre for 
the fi rst time since the program 
won the D-II championship in 
2013.

The games between the two 
teams were gems. At VUHS, 
the Eagles fought back to take 
a two-point lead in the fourth 
period, but a huge three by VUHS 
senior Tim Ashley at 0:31 and 
his subsequent two free throws 
helped the Commodores prevail 
by fi ve. 

The Eagles later had their day 
at home. This time the Eagles 
led most of the way, but VUHS 
rallied to force OT behind 25 
points from Ashley. But in extra 
time the Eagles got two Chance 
Denecker three-pointers and 
three Henry Cogswell free throws 
to win, 64-57.

The Tiger and Otter boys had 
rebuilding seasons, but don’t tell 
VUHS and Mount Abe. On Feb. 
14 at MUHS, Tiger junior Willem 
Berry hit a three to give his team 
a 51-49 lead in the late going, 

but VUHS sophomore Tyler 
Bergmans scored the game’s fi nal 
four points, including a layup at 
the fi nal horn, as the Commodores 
escaped. 

A week later at OV the Eagles 
needed two overtimes to subdue 
the Otters, 62-58. Otter Elijah 
Tucker-Bryant hit a three-pointer 
late in regulation to tie the game, 
and Logan Letourneau sank a 
three late in the fi rst OT to knot 
the score again. In the second 
overtime Denecker and Cogswell 
free throws proved to be decisive.

It was that kind of year for the 
girls’ hoop teams, too. The D-II 
champion Eagles fi nished 16-8, 
but their hiccups included losses 
to local rivals.

They fell at VUHS in 
mid-February, 43-32. The 
Commodores held the Eagles to 
10 fi rst-half points and got 15 
points from senior Felicia Poirier. 
Mount Abe had won by 19 
when the teams fi rst met. VUHS 
fi nished a rebuilding season at 
8-14, including a playoff win.   

That game was not as much of 
a stunner as the Tigers’ Jan. 22 
win at Mount Abe. The Eagles led 
MUHS by 11 entering the fourth 
quarter, but the Tigers buckled 
down on defense, and their shots 
began to fall. Junior forward Ele 
Sellers scored nine of her 21 
points in the fi nal eight minutes 
as the Tigers outscored the Eagles 
by 15-2 in the period to earn a 42-
40 win. 

The Tigers would go on to 
fi nish 9-13, including a fi rst-
round playoff win, but like VUHS 
could say they defeated the D-II 
champs.

The OV girls did not fare as 
well vs. the Eagles, losing by 
27-11 in December before they 
hit their stride. They bounced 
back to edge MUHS later that 
month and rolled at Vergennes in 
January. Alice Keith was the heart 
of the team, and different players 
helped in the scoring column 
almost every night. The Otters 
fi nished 12-10 and three points 
short of a quarterfi nal upset.

THE CHAMPIONS
There was no stopping the 

Eagle girls in the postseason. 
The No. 6 Eagles held serve at 
home, and then knocked off No. 
3 Fair Haven on the road, No. 
2 Enosburg in Barre, and No. 4 
Spaulding in Barre for the crown. 

At different points along the 
way seniors Abby Reen and 
Laura Bonar and juniors Maia 
Jensen, Madi Gile, Lucy Parker 
and Payton Vincent all stood out 
offensively and defensively for 
the Eagles.

The Tiger girls’ Nordic team 
proved to be simply unstoppable 
in claiming the D-II title. 
Freshmen Beth McIntosh and 
Ava Schneider paced MUHS with 
top-10 fi nishes on both days of 
the two-day title meet. Junior Lia 
Robinson and senior Astrid Olsen 
rounded out the Tiger foursome 
that took care of business in 
dominant performances in 
Craftsbury and at Rikert Nordic 

Center. 
And speaking of unbeatable, 

how about the Middlebury 
College women’s hockey team? 

Not only did the Panthers 
earn the program’s fi rst NCAA 
crown since 2006, after years 
of knocking on the door, but 
they went 27-0, becoming the 
fi rst team to win the title with a 
perfect record. 

And they faced adversity in the 
fi nal to do so, overcoming the best 
team they faced all season, several 
unusual offi ciating decisions, and 
a tying goal against them with 0.1 
second to go. 

How did the Panthers respond? 
By outshooting their opponent, 
Gustavus Adolphus, by 7-0 in 
overtime of their victory. In other 
words, like champions. 

What a way for the winter 
season to end. We can only hope 
for anything like it this spring. 

Winter 
(Continued from Page 1B)

VUHS SENIOR TAYLOR Stearns, shown here with the 152-lb. 
runners-up, joined wrestlers from MUHS (freshman Avery Carl at 130) 
and Mount Abe (senior Devan Hemingway at 120) in winning Vermont 
championships this winter.

Photo courtesy of Lisa Brace

MIDDLEBURY SENIOR CAPTAIN Madie Leidt celebrates with her 
teammates and hoists the NCAA D-III women’s hockey trophy after 
the Panthers’ overtime NCAA fi nal win in Kenyon Arena. More than 
2,100 fans showed up for the game. 

Independent fi le photo/Steve James
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Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

MIDDLEBURY LIONS CLUB  
CASH CALENDAR WINNERS

March 2022
Allen Ladd, Megan Harvey, Jeff Gallott, Sara Thorpe, Cleon 
Bigelow, Hope Engilis, Ed & Heidi Lanpher, Keegan Bacon, 
David & Joyce Wetmore, Connie Wagner, Patti Wolff, Cory 
Dragon, Dave Brakeley, Giovanina Price, Roger Waterman, 
Art Farnsworth, Dorothy Muzzy, Dylan Lanpher, Amy Young, 
Bill Capasso, Jonathan Chamberlin, Jaime Parmelee, Robert 
Lemica, Penny & Julie, Denver Whittemore, Glass Onion, 
Susan Hogan, Rebecca Gemignania & Ray Shirk, Amber 
Jones, Rodney Bourdeau

Reader Comments

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“We all enjoy the Independent and look
forward to its arrival each week.”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Middlebury writes:

VERMONT — Applications 
are now available for The 
Children’s Literacy Foundation 
(CLiF) Year of the Book grant 
and Rural Library grants for 
the 2022-2023 school year, as 
well as applications for CLiF’s 
Community Building/Revive 
grant for Spring/Summer 2022 
and Summer Readers 2022. The 
applications may be found at 
www.clifonline.org. 

The CLiF Rural Libraries 
grant provides public libraries 
with new children’s and young 
adult books, new books for 
the local elementary school, 
two storytelling events (virtual 
or outdoor and distanced), 
funds for special programs, 
and new books for each child 
to choose. The program is 
designed to supplement libraries’ 
children’s book collections, 
increase libraries’ circulation 
and community engagement, 
strengthen libraries’ connections 
to their local schools, and increase 
enjoyment of reading and writing 
among low-income, at-risk, and 
rural kids in Vermont and New 
Hampshire. See www.clifonline.
org for more information and the 
application, due on May 18.

CLiF has combined its Revive 
your Literacy Programming and 
Community Building grants to 

offer more flexible opportunities 
to use reading and writing to 
connect kids to their communities 
while building a love of literacy. 
The Revive grant is typically $500 
to support programming, and the 
Community Building is $1000 
for author visits, books, and 
events. This year the application 
asks how much money you are 
requesting. CLiF is open to many 
ways of safely and meaningfully 
delivering the components of 
these grants. Applications can be 
found at www.clifonline.org and 
are due on April 1.

CLiF’s Summer Readers 
program brings Vermont and New 
Hampshire authors, illustrators, 
and storytellers to spaces where 
kids spend time in the summer 
to get them excited about 
reading and writing. In Summer 
2022  programs are likely to be 
outdoors or virtual. Summer 
Readers events also include book 
giveaways, where kids choose 
two new books for themselves. 
Book giveaways may be modified 
this summer to follow public 
health guidelines. In Summer 
2021, CLiF’s Summer Readers 
program gave away more than 
23,000 new books to children 
across NH and VT. Applications 
can be found at www.clifonline.
org and are due by May 31.

Children’s Literacy grants
are open to Vt. libraries

Thursday Noon Lenten Series 
in Middlebury. Thursday, March 

31, noon, St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church, on the town green. Christopher 

McWilliams will premier a collection of his most 
recent keyboard solo works, which he calls 
“Fitness.” During the concert, he will explain the 
connections between his pieces and a typical 
exercise routine one practices at the gym. 

Gardening roundtable and seed library in 
Salisbury. Thursday, March 31, 7 p.m., Salisbury 
Free Public Library, 918 Maple St. Join local 
gardeners Kris Andrews and Christine Turner 
for an in-person general gardening discussion 
at the library. We will chat about planning your 
gardens and landscapes, starting seeds, and 
our free seed library.

“The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee” musical in Bristol. Thursday, March 31, 
7 p.m., Mount Abraham Union High School 
auditorium. Mount Abe students sing and dance 
in a story about a fictional spelling bee set in a 
geographically ambiguous Putnam Valley Middle 
School. Show repeats Friday and Saturday 
evenings.

Age Well special early Easter 
dinner in Middlebury. Friday, April 1, 

11 a.m., VFW, 530 Exchange St. Doors 
open at 11 a.m. Meal will be served at noon. 
Please bring your own place setting. Baked 
ham with raisin sauce, mashed sweet potatoes, 
vegetable, roll, strawberry shortcake, and milk. 
$5 Suggested donation collected in advance. 
Must arrange advance tickets by Sunday March 
27. Call Michelle at 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Great Decisions Lecture Series: “Industrial 
Policy” in Middlebury. Friday, April 1, 2:30 p.m. 
Be a virtual participant in Will Pyle’s presentation 
on Industrial Policy at EastView. Lecture will 
be conducted in-person (for EV residents) 
and virtually on Zoom. For Zoom links, call the 
EastView Concierge at 802-989-7500.

Take Out Fish Dinner in Vergennes. Friday, April 
1, 5-6:30 p.m., St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. 
Maple St. Menu includes baked haddock, zesty 
fries, coleslaw, vegetable, Hawaii rolls and a 
chocolate chip brownie. $12 per adult/$6 6-12 
year olds.

“The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee” musical in Bristol. Friday, April 1, 7 p.m., 
Mount Abraham Union High School auditorium. 
See March 31 listing for details.

Used Book Sale in Middlebury. 
Saturday, April 2,11 a.m.-2:30 p.m., 

Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. Used 
Book Sale sponsored by The Friends of Ilsley 
Public Library. All proceeds directly support 
programming at IPL. Abundance of history 
books this time around.

“The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee” musical in Bristol. Saturday, April 7 p.m., 
Mount Abraham Union High School auditorium. 
See March 31 listing for details. 

Pancake breakfast in Middlebury. 
Sunday, April 3, 8-10 a.m., VFW, 530 

Exchange St. Menu includes pancakes 
with maple syrup, sausage gravy and biscuits, 
bacon hash, sausage, hash browns, eggs, toast, 
coffee and orange juice. Tickets $10 adults/$5 
children. Open to the public. All proceeds benefit 
Veterans’ programs.

Brother-to-Brother Field Games: Old Classics 
and New Favorites in Middlebury. Sunday, 
April 3, noon-2 p.m., McCullough Student 
Center, 14 Old Chapel Rd. Middlebury College’s 
Brother-to-Brother invites all male-identifying or 
non-binary middle school students to play field 
games with them. RSVP: go.middlebury.edu/
fieldgames/ or reach out to btb@middlebury.edu 
with any questions. 

Sister-to-Sister pizza and movie party in 
Middlebury. Sunday, April 3, 4-6:30 p.m., 
Axinn Center, Room 232, 15 Old Chapel Rd. 
Middlebury College’s Sister-to-Sister Program 
invites all vaccinated female-identifying and 
non-binary middle school students to a pizza 
and movie party. Sign-up at go.middlebury.edu/
sts_signup and vote on which movie we should 
watch: “Hidden Figures,” “Akeelah and the Bee” 
or “Queen of Katwe.”

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Bristol. Monday, April 4, 11 a.m., 

American Legion, Airport Dr. Pick up time 11 
a.m. Drive in, loop around, and stay in your car. 
Sweet and sour pork, brown rice, green beans, 
roll, Congo bar and milk. Advanced reservations 
only. Call Michelle to reserve by Thursday, March 
31, at 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 
and up and their spouse of any age. Free ride 
or pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 
48-hour notice.

Age Well and Vergennes Seniors 
in-person luncheon in Vergennes. 

Tuesday, April 5, 10 a.m., Vergennes 
Congregational Church, 30 South Water St. 
Doors open at 10 am. Meal served at 11:45 a.m. 
of chicken and biscuit, diced carrots, mashed 
cauliflower, apple cake and milk. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle to reserve 
by Thursday, March 31, at 802-377-1419. $5 
suggested donation. Please bring your own 
place setting. Open to anyone age 60 and up 
and their spouse of any age. Local bus provided. 
Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to arrange. TVT 
requires 48-hour notice. Masks required unless 
seated and eating.

Age Well grab and go meal in Bridport. Tuesday, 
April 5, 11 a.m., Bridport Congregational Church, 
54 Middle Rd. Pick up time is 11 a.m. Please 
stay in your car. Drive-up, check-in, contact-free 
pick up. Sweet and sour pork, brown rice, green 
beans, roll, Congo bar and milk. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle to reserve by 
Thursday, March 31, at 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Great Opportunities for High School Graduates 
virtual open house for students and 
parents. Tuesday, April 5, 22, 6-7 p.m., ccv.
edu/openhouse. The second of three free open 
houses offered by the Community College of 
Vermont. Meet current students and staff, ask 
questions, and learn about the many programs 
available for Vermont students at CCV. For 
more information and to register, visit ccv.edu/
openhouse.

River Watch volunteer virtual training 
session. Tuesday, April 5, 7-8 p.m., Zoom. 
Join the network of citizen scientists who 
collect water samples in six watersheds 
around the county this spring and summer at 
the first of two Addison County River Watch 
training sessions, Orientation and Basics. 
A second session in the field will follow on 
Saturday, April 23. See April 23 listing. Find 
the Zoom link at acrpc.org/acrwc. Trained 
volunteers sample rivers in these watersheds 
twice per month (on Tuesday mornings) from 
late April to early September. If interested 
contact Matthew Witten, ACRWC managing 
director, at 802-434-3236, acrwcvt@gmail.
com or on the web at acrpc.org/acrwc.

Fly Tying Tuesdays in Middlebury. Tuesday, April 
5, 7-9 p.m., Swift House Inn, Stewart Ln.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Monkton. Wednesday, April 6, 11:30 

a.m., Monkton Town Hall, 280 Monkton 
Ridge. Please stay in your car. Drive-up, check-
in, contact-free pick up. Sweet and sour pork, 
brown rice, green beans, roll, Congo bar and 
milk. Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle 
to reserve by Sunday, April 3, at 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to 
inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Senior meal in Bristol. Thursday, 
April 7, noon, First Baptist Church of 

Bristol, Park St. Come early and enjoy 
talking with others. Menu includes pork roast, 
mashed potatoes, carrots, home made rolls 
and lemon cake. Suggested donation of $4. 
Reservation needed. Call Nancy 802-453-5276.

Thursday Noon Lenten Series in Middlebury. 
Thursday, April 7, noon, St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church, on the town green. George Matthew 
Jr., St. Stephen’s organist, concludes this 
year’s concert series by performing his annual 
Orgelgebet (Organ Prayers), which tells the 
story of Holy Week through music. 

Great Decisions Lecture Series: “Changing 
Demographics” in Middlebury. Thursday, 
April 7, 2:30 p.m. Be a virtual participant in 
Molly Anderson ’s presentation on Changing 
Demographics at EastView. Lecture will be 
conducted in-person (for EV residents) and 
virtually on Zoom. For Zoom links, call the 
EastView Concierge at 802-989-7500.

“The Price of Safety” screening and discussion 
in Middlebury. Thursday, April 7, 7:30 p.m., 
Dana Auditorium, 356 College St. This feature-

length film documents ballooning police budgets 
and racial bias in Vergennes. A discussion 
will follow the screening featuring historian of 
policing Professor Amit Prakash and filmmakers 
Chris Spencer and Professor Erin Wolcott. Free 
and open to the public.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, April 8, 3:30 p.m., 

Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 
116. Please stay in your car. Drive-up, check-
in, contact-free pick up. Sweet and sour pork, 
brown rice, green beans, roll, Congo bar and 
milk. Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle 
to reserve by Sunday, April 3, at 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to 
inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

“Back to Eden” student play in Ripton. Friday, 
April 8, 7:30 p.m., Ripton Community House, 
Route 125. The North Branch School will 
perform its annual theatrical production, a 
comedy-drama filled with music, conceived and 
written entirely by the students over the recent 
months. Current events work their way into the 
play as well, particularly the Russian war in 
Ukraine, and the climate crisis. Tickets $10, with 
$3 from every ticket sold going to refugee relief 
in Ukraine. Open to the public. For more info at 
802-388-3269.

Wildlife walk in Middlebury. 
Saturday, April 9, 8 a.m., meet at Otter 

View Park, Weybridge St. and Pulp 
Mill Bridge Rd. Join Otter Creek Audubon and 
the Middlebury Area Land Trust to survey birds 
and other wildlife at Otter View Park and the 
Hurd Grassland. Birders of all ages and abilities 
welcome. Please take common sense COVID-19 
precautions. Stay home if you are feeling ill, and 
wear a mask if you are unvaccinated. For more 
information, call 802-388-6019.

Fraud watch program in Shoreham. Saturday, 
April 9, 2 p.m., Shoreham Congregational 
Church, School St. Fraud and scams are very 
much in the news these days. Newspaper 
columnist Elliott Greenblott will give an overview 
of the leading scams and techniques of con 
artists and steps to avoid becoming a victim. 
Free and open to the public.

Thursday Noon Lenten Series in Middlebury. 
Thursday, March 31, noon, St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church. Christopher McWilliams 
performs.

Sarah King in Lincoln. Saturday, April 2, 7:30 
p.m., Burnham Hall

Thursday Noon Lenten Series in Middlebury. 
Thursday, April 7, noon, St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church.

LC Jazz in Vergennes. Saturday, April 30, 7:30 
p.m., Vergennes Opera House.

Thursday Noon Lenten Series in Middlebury. 
Thursday, April 7, noon, St. Stephen’s. George 
Matthew Jr. performs Orgelgebet (Organ 
Prayers).

ARTS, CRAFTS & IDEAS
Middlebury Chapter, Burlington Writers 

Workshop. Second and fourth Tuesdays, 6:30 
p.m., Golden Rule Mead Café, 8 Elm St. A 
respectful, engaged group of writers welcoming 
all skill levels and genres. Look closely at each 
other’s work and help cultivate, inspire, and 
strengthen our individual craft. All are welcome. 
For more info see tinyurl.com/Midd-Burl-writers 
or contact aapomme@gmail.com.

The Makery Sewing lab. Thursdays, 5-9 p.m., 
The Makery at Hannaford Career Center, 51 
Charles Ave. Get your questions answered 
and learn new skills from our kind and talented 
Mentors. All levels are welcome from never used 
a sewing machine to advanced pattern making. 
Limit of 4 participants. Registration required. 
Free, $5 Drop-In Fee or Membership Cards. 
Select what works best for you. More info at 
hannafordcareercenter.org/the-makery.

The Makery Woodworking lab. Thursdays, 
5-9 p.m., The Makery at Hannaford Career 
Center, 51 Charles Ave. Use Makery tools 
and equipment to work on projects. Get your 
questions answered or learn new skills from our 
kind and talented Mentors. Tool Training pre-
requisite required. Limit of 5. Pre-registration is 
required. Free, $5 Drop-In Fee or Membership 
Cards. Select what works best for you. More info 
at hannafordcareercenter.org/the-makery.

Undercover Quilters and Crafters in Bristol. 
(formerly the Undercover Quilt Guild). 1st 
Mondays at 7 p.m., 3rd Mondays at 10 a.m., 
St. Ambrose Church, 11 School St. Bristol. All 
crafters welcome. More info contact Marian 
Baser (ladybaser@mac.com) or Stacie A. at 
802-453-7709 or show up at a meeting. Bring 
along some handwork to do while we meet 
something for show and tell.

Writers group in Vergennes. Second 
Thursdays,11 a.m.-noon, Bixby Memorial 
Library, 258 Main St. Facilitated by local author 
Lottie Wilds. Sessions include writing exercises, 
critiques, prompts, homework, etymology, and 
other skill -building techniques. For those 18 
years and older.

CLUBS & GROUPS
Book Club for adults in Vergennes. 2nd 

Tuesdays, 6 p.m., Bixby Memorial Library, 258 
Main St., 802-877-2211.

Bristol Historical Society. Thursdays, 7 p.m., 
Howden Hall, 19 West St.

Champlain Valley Fiddlers in Brandon. Sundays. 
11 a.m.-4 p.m., March 20, May 15, July 17, Sept. 
18 and Nov. 20. Brandon American Legion, 
Route 7 S.

Champlain Valley Fiddlers in Middlebury.
Sundays, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Feb. 20, April 24, June 
26, Aug. 21, Oct. 16. VFW 530 Exchange St.

Cribbage in Middlebury. Fridays, 1-3 p.m., Ilsley 
Public Library. Anyone can play, no experience 
required.

Drop-in Bridge in Middlebury. Tuesdays, 
3-5 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, Jessica Swift 
Community Meeting Room. Join fellow bridge 
enthusiasts for a game. All skill levels welcome.

King Pede in Ferrisburgh. First and Third 
Saturdays, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Route 7. 

calendarcalendar
communitycommunity

A timely discussion
AFTER A SCREENING of their documentary “The Price of Safety,” Chris Spencer and 

Professor Erin Wolcott will discuss the film on Thursday, April 7, along with historian of 
policing Professor Amit Prakash The screening and discussion will be held in Dana 
Auditorium, 356 College St. Middlebury. The film will begin at 7:30 p.m.

Photos courtesy of the filmmakers
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ONGOING

LIVE MUSIC
OPEN TUESDAY-SATURDAY 8AM-2PM

51 OSSIE ROAD    EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT    802-989-7200

Call 802-989-7220
OR email order inquiries
to info@ottereast.com

Please find the full
menu on our website
at OtterEast.com

Find your favorite Otter Creek
Bakery treats, delivered daily.

Visit Otter East
for fresh baked goods!

REACH THE COUNTY, PLACE YOUR AD HERE. CALL 388-4944
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LINCOLN — Ripton Coffee 
House on the Road presents a special 
night of music with 2021 New 
England Music Awards Songwriter 
of the Year, Sarah King. She will 
be performing with a full band on 
Saturday, April 2, at 7:30 p.m., at 
Burnham Hall. A relative newcomer 
to the Vermont music scene, Ripton-
based singer-songwriter Sarah King 
is no stranger to music. Originally 
from Maine, she moved to the Deep 
South more than a decade ago to 
pursue a career in music and develop 
her bluesy roots sound.

Doors open at 7 p.m. Ticket prices 
are $15 general admission and $20-
$25 generous admission or pay what 
you can. The concert will also be 
live- streamed. Proof of vaccination 
is required. Please wear a mask 
except when eating. Refreshments 
will be available.

The United Church of Lincoln 
is excited to have the Easter Egg 
Hunt back this year! Please meet on 
the front walkway of the church by 

10 a.m. on Saturday, April 9. Brief 
instructions will be given before 
the children can set out to find 500 
Easter eggs hidden around the 
Weathervane lawn! Please have your 
children bring their own baskets/
bags to collect their eggs.
FROM THE TOWN

April 1 is the deadline for licensing 
dogs. We have only renewed 29 out 
of hundreds of dogs so far. Dog 
owners are required by state law to 
do this each year. To license your pet, 
please submit a copy of its current 
rabies certificate, plus a fee, to the 
town clerk’s office. You can either 
come in when we are open, mail it to 
us, or leave your payment in the drop 
box after hours. The fees are $15 for 
a spayed or neutered dog and $19 for 
an intact dog. After April 1, there is 
a late charge added, so the total due 
will be $17 neutered and $23 intact. 
Please make checks payable to the 
Town of Lincoln.

Until next time …Think Big. 
Trust Yourself. Make It Happen.

MONKTON — Age Well 
and the Town of Monkton have 
announced the start of the Monkton 
“Grab ’n Go” program, where a 
meal is provided once a week to 
individuals age 60 and up and their 
spouse of any age. Meal pickup will 
be on Wednesdays starting on April 
6 at the Monkton Town Offices, 
92 Monkton Ridge Road. Meals 

will be available between 11:30 
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. No delivery 
is provided but people can arrange 
for others to pick up their meal. In 
order to be eligible for a meal you 
must pre-register the Friday before 
by calling Michelle Eastman 
at 802-377-1419 or emailing 
her at michelle@agewellvt.org. 
Meals are provided at no charge. 

Donations accepted. The menu for 
April is at tinyurl.com/Age-Well-
grabngo-monkton

As most of you know, I am no 
longer a town auditor. After 21 
years of working for the town, I 
decided it was time for changes 
in my routine. I just want to say I 
enjoyed working with everyone 
in the town office, getting to see 

some of the other town officers 
occasionally and speaking with 
members of the selectboard. I will 
especially miss working with Janet, 
Robin, Sharon and Bill. You are my 
Four Amigos!

I will be seeing you from time 
to time, I hope. Thank you all for 
being such a great group to work 
with. Happy Spring!

ADDISON COUNTY — The 
Week of the Young Child is an 
annual celebration sponsored by 
the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children, 
the world’s largest early 
childhood education association. 
Vermont is celebrating WOYC 
for its 50th year, and Gov. Scott 
is expected to sign a Vermont 
State Proclamation that declares 
April 2-8, 2022, as “The Week of 
the Young Child.”

It is a time to focus on the 
needs of children, families and 
the professionals that provide 
this important work. The earliest 
years of a child’s life are a 
crucial time for development, 
a period with the most rapid 
brain development, laying the 
foundation for learning. Yes, 
children are our future, but more 
than anything, they need us to be 
present with them in the here and 
now.

Political will for early 
childhood investment is growing 
across Vermont and the nation, in 
support of children and families, 
and the educators who work 
tirelessly every day to ensure that 
all children receive what they 
deserve — predictable, warm, 
and nurturing relationships 
with those who challenge their 
thinking and invest in their 
curiosities, interests and global 
development. 

For this work to happen, early 
childhood professionals deserve 
proper compensation and health 
care. Families need increased 

funding supports in order to 
equitably access high quality care 
and education, vital to the well-
being and development of children.

There are a number of initiatives 
in Montpelier to support financial 

assistance for families, to increase 
childcare capacity, and to increase 
excellence in the field. A revenue-
generating investment over time 
will save tax dollars, help families 
to be more economically secure, 

and support children in living 
healthier lives and succeeding 
in life.

Addison County providers 
come together monthly to 
collectively use their voices to 
advocate for children, families, 
educators, and the overall health 
of our communities. Please 
join us in advocating for early 
childhood care and education 
and show your appreciation 
and hope for the important and 
complex work early childhood 
professionals do. 

Local early childhood 
organizations will be putting 
up displays on Main Street 
windows in Vergennes, 
Middlebury and Bristol. 

And three area businesses 
are doing their part to celebrate 
young children and their 
families. They designated April 
5 as “Tasty Tuesday” and will 
offer special promotions. In 
Bristol, Cubbers will feature 
free slices of pizza for young 
children, and in Middlebury 
on offer will be $1 slices for 
kids and $3 off whole pizzas 
for families at Nino’s. On 
Thursday, April 7, you can go 
to Lulu’s in Vergennes for 1$ 
creemees. 

Visit letsgrowkids.org and 
sign the 2022 Child Care 
Transformation Plan to show 
your support. Let’s Grow Kids 
will do the work of finding your 
legislators for you and sending 
a prewritten and customizable 
message.

Addison County celebrates young children

VERMONT’S WEEK OF the Young Child is from April 2-8 this 
year. Statewide efforts are being made to focus on the needs of our 
youngest children, their families and their caregivers.

Photo courtesy of Mary Johnson Children’s Center

VERMONT — Registration for 
Girls on the Run Vermont’s spring 
program is now open statewide.

The physical activity-based, 
positive youth development 
program, which is being offered at 
three area locations, inspires girls 
in third- through eighth-grades to 
be joyful, healthy and confident. 
The volunteer-led program brings 
together groups of students for an 
eight-week program that encourages 
personal development, team-
building and community.

Girls on the Run will be offered 
locally at Middlebury Parks & 
Recreation, Brandon’s Neshobe 
School and Orwell Village School.

Girls on the Run Vermont 
(GOTRVT) has inspired girls in 
Vermont for 22 years and has 
impacted the lives of 40,000 girls. 
This season, Girls on the Run will be 
offered at more than 100 locations 
across Vermont starting the week of 
March 28. Each team will meet twice 
a week for 90 minutes after school 

and participate in research-based 
lessons that use dynamic discussions 
and fun movement games to teach 
life skills. 

The season will culminate with 
two statewide 5K events, one on 
June 4 at the Champlain Valley 
Expo in Essex Junction and the 
other on June 11 at the Manchester 
Recreation Fields.

The program fee for the spring 
2022 season is $115, and financial 
aid is available to those who 
qualify. The program fee includes 
registration for the end-of-season 
5k event, a shirt, journal, cinch sack, 
water bottle and more. Information 
about the program and registration 
can be found at www.gotrvt.org.

Girls on the Run Vermont still 
needs coaches. Coaches do not need 
to be runners, but are required to 
be a minimum of 18 years old. All 
volunteer coaches must complete 
a background check and online 
training modules. Please visit www.
gotrvt.org/coach for full details. 

NEWS
Monkton Have a news tip?

Call Liz Pecor at 453-2180

Girls on the Run program
registration is available

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip? Call Dawn 
Mikkelsen at 453-7029

Vergennes Union High SchoolMiddlebury Union High School
Vergennes Union High School proudly introduces this week’s Student 

of the Week: Audrey Tembreull. The Vergennes resident is the daughter 
of Tracy and Mark and big sister to brothers Eyon, who is a 10th-grader 
at VUHS, and Vergennes Union Elementary first-graders Oliver and Eliot.

Audrey has consistently been on the honor roll at VUHS, and she 
is getting college credits for a Hannaford Career Center Design and 
Illustration class. She is creating a presentation on pottery for the National 
Art Honor Society, where she is a candidate for membership. Audrey has 
participated in rowing every fall and has taken part in hockey and indoor 
track at various times. Her athletic focus is softball, which she has played 
at the varsity level since 8th grade, and on a summer travel team. She 
has achieved many softball honors, including being named a “Player to 
Watch” by the Burlington Free Press last year and a member of the Lake 
Division 1st Team as a junior. Besides the honors, Audrey said that playing 
on a summer travel team allows her to meet a lot of awesome girls from 
all over the state.

Outside of school, Audrey worked over the summer at Basin Harbor as 
an event server, where she learned to handle situations under pressure to 
make sure the weddings went off as perfectly as possible. She can’t wait 
to do it again this summer. When not studying or working, Audrey loves making art — mainly painting and sketching. 
That kept her busy during the initial stages of the pandemic, which she says was relaxing and therapeutic.

In addition to the regular school stuff, Audrey has learned a lot of other lessons at VUHS. “I have learned to have 
a neutral perspective so that I can understand multiple sides of a story,” she says. “This allows me to make my own 
opinion on a topic instead of someone just telling me what I should think.” Audrey says her personal philosophy is to 
go with the flow, which results in her being less stressed and anxious. 

After graduation she is committed to attend Westfield State University in Massachusetts, where she plans to 
major in Communication Media/Film Production as well as play Division-III softball. Everyone at VUHS wishes 
Audrey all the best in every way.

Robbie Kite
MUHS

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLSSTUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLS

Robbie Kite Audrey Tembreull

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics 

802-388-8999
Middlebury

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
388-6054

M-F 7:15-5:30 & Sat. 8-3
countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

We’ve Got You Covered!

Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations to:

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 
• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5

Audrey and Robbie
Audrey

and Robbie

Audrey and Robbie

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT
802-388-3371

Congratulations

Stop by to grab 
your mug!

Audrey
and Robbie

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the Week from all area high schools 
will receivea gift certificate from Vermont Book 

Shop and a mug from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!
If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week 

contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Audrey and Robbie

Middlebury Union High School is pleased to introduce Robbie Kite, 
the son of Sarah and Michael Reeves of Middlebury, as its Student of 
the Week. His sister and brother, Katie Kite and Brennan Reeves, live in 
Rhode Island, and another sister, Madi Reeves, resides in Kansas City.

Robbie is a member of the Class of 2022 and he is excited about 
graduation in June after a great four years at MUHS. Robbie’s talents are 
varied; he loves singing, linguistics and fencing, and he participated in the 
Junior Olympics in that sport. He is passionate about world languages 
and says a highlight of his high school experience was participating in the 
French exchange program just prior to the pandemic in the winter of his 
sophomore year. He lived with a host family in Aix-les-Bains, France, and 
enjoyed the cultural heritage, the food and the hospitality. Robbie reports 
returning home with a greater appreciation for French culture and credits 
the trip for furthering his ability to speak the language. He thanks Ms. 
LeBeau for her constant encouragement and was delighted when she was 
named Vermont’s Music Teacher of the Year; as he said, “She is all that 
and more!” He opted to try out for the fall musical, “The Sound of Music,” 
and admits he was surprised when he landed the male lead, Captain von 
Trapp, as he had not been in a play since second grade. He loved being in 
the show and the involvement with so many talented fellow students. 

Academically, Robbie has pursued a rigorous course of study and is focusing on IB certificates in French, 
Literature and Global Politics. He thanks Ms. Stoddert for being “amazing and always supportive.” Robbie has been 
working since the summer of 2020 at Hannaford supermarket and was recently promoted to a shift leader. In his free 
time, he likes writing poetry and listening to music. He plays the guitar and focuses on folk and rock and he enjoys 
writing music, too. He’s looking ahead to college with enthusiasm and hopes to study linguistics and would like to tie 
in his love of world languages with his interest in music. 

The MUHS community wishes Robbie all the best in the future.

Audrey Tembreull
VUHS
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services
computers

construction
dental services
excavation
firewood
flooring

heating &
    air conditioning
home inspections
masonry
paintingBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

Dupont Auto
4087 States Prison Hollow Rd

Monkton Ridge, VT 05469
(802)453-3562 • dupontauto7@gmail.com
Full service shop. We do comprehensive 
Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs from 
Oil Changes to Engine Rebuilds and 
Replacements. Our Body/Collision Shop does 
all levels of repair and restoration. 

24 hour towing and road side service.

AUTO REPAIR

DENTAL SERVICES

      Bristol Park Dental

6 PARK PLACE, BRISTOL, VT    802.453.7700

 BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

We are here for all of your dental needs, 
and offer the highest quality comprehensive 
care.  We are proud to bring the full range 
of dental services to our community, and to 
be your premiere implant provider.

Where a Happy, Healthy Smile is a Walk in the Park!

Accepting all insurances, and in network with Delta Dental, 
CIGNA, United Concordia, & CBA Blue.  No insurance? 

No problem.  Dental membership plans now available!

The PC Medic of Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont is now offering 

socially-distanced 
computer services.

Call for a remote tune-up 
today, and get your PC
running correctly again!

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

FLOORING

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.
Interior & Exterior

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free 
Estimates 

References 

Fully 
Insured

PAINTING

HOME INSPECTIONS

Champlain Valley
HOME INSPECTION

Home Inspections
Water quality testing
Radon testing

champlainvalleyhomeinspection.com
802-349-0967

Adam Thomas, Owner/Licensed Inspector

Serving northern and central Vermont

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

FLOORING

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation 
Insulation • Replacement

Plasma Art • Torches • Welding 
Plasma Table • Duct Cleaning

H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local!   802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation
Insulation • Replacement

Duct Cleaning
H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local! 802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

www.vermontcustommoldings.com

EXCAVATION

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

SPRING IS QUICKLYSPRING IS QUICKLY
ON ITS WAY —ON ITS WAY —

SO GET YOUR SPRING SO GET YOUR SPRING 
BUSINESS AD IN TODAY!BUSINESS AD IN TODAY!

ADVERTISE HERE TOADVERTISE HERE TO
FILL YOUR CALENDARFILL YOUR CALENDAR
CALL 802-388-4944.CALL 802-388-4944.

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors   
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

YOUR AD SHOULD HERE!YOUR AD SHOULD HERE!
CALL 802-388-4944 CALL 802-388-4944 

DO YOU DO YOU 
PAINT HOUSES?PAINT HOUSES?

F    J    C
802.310.1986

• Full service general 
contractor

• Turn key construction
• Kind knowledgeable staff

fjcbuilders.com

One cal l  does i t  a l l
Christopher Netelkos

cnetelkos@fjcbuilders.com   •   Sudbury, Vt.
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

TAXES

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting

plumbing
property management
registration assistance
renewable energy

roofing
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
storage

surveying
taxes
tree service
wood heating

SURVEYING

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

CHECK US
OUT

ONLINE AT
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

LOOK HERE FIRST!!

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

PLUMBING

PAINTING

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Made You Look
Imagine what
this space
could do for
your business

GETGET
RESULTS!RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC
JEANNE MILLER (802) 349-8483 • roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com

2877 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven, VT. 05472

SAVE A TRIP TO THE DMVSAVE A TRIP TO THE DMV
Don’t drive to Rutland or Montpelier!

We can register all makes and models of cars, 
trucks, campers, trailers, RVs and boats

here in Addison County!

Acorn Painting

Interior/
Exterior

Honest
Dependable

Fully 
Insured

Mike Dever • michael@acornpainting.com
802-453-5611  (c) 802-373-9176

Acorn Painting

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Serving Addison County
Call Us Today: (877) 777-7343

middleburyroofing.com
middleburyroofingvt@gmail.com

Slate Roof Specialists
S AV E  Y O U R  S L AT E  R O O F

Custom Copper • Standing Seam • Shingles 
Rubber • Chimneys • Siding • Windows

Senior Discount • Church Discount

Are you a
tax preparer?
We’ll help you reach

 more clients this 
tax season.

Email advertising@
addisonindependent.com 

to get started.

Spring into the season!

CALL 802-388-4944 OR EMAIL ADVERTISING@CALL 802-388-4944 OR EMAIL ADVERTISING@
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COMADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

TO ADVERTISE YOUR LAWN & GARDEN BUSINESS HERETO ADVERTISE YOUR LAWN & GARDEN BUSINESS HERE. . 
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Personals
MUHS class of 76, Rod 
Gauthier PO box 84 New-
port, VT 05855. Anyone 
interested, please contact 
me.

Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking.  Mid-
dlebury hosts online meet-
ings, Sunday nights at 7:15 
pm and Wednesdays at 
1:30 pm.  Visit vermonta-
lanonalateen.org for the 
link and list of other meet-
ings in the region.  If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meet-
ings are suspended until 
further notice.  For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is temporarily closed.  
Due to COVID-19 we are 
now holding our meetings 
online. For up-to-date infor-
mation on how to access 
recovery services remotely 
please visit  https://turning-
pointaddisonvt.org/covid-
19-page-2/.’

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

EXCESS NEWSPAPERS, 
GREAT for gardening.  
Keep grass and other 
weeds under control with 
newspapers. Printed with 
soy-based ink.  Newspa-
pers can also be used as 
a compost material, fire 
starter, wrapping paper, 
window cleaner and so 
much more! Available at 
The Addison Independent, 
58 Maple St. Middlebury; in 
the Marble Works. Office is 
open M-F, 9am-4pm.

FREE CAMP WOOD. 
You haul away. Monday 
- Wednesday pick up. 453-
2897.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

   
ADDISON  CENTRAL

SCHOOL
ADDISON CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

PAYROLL COORDINATOR
The Addison Central School District Superintendent’s Office
is seeking a responsible person as the Payroll Coordinator.

The successful candidate must be a team player and have excellent interpersonal, 
communication and organizational skills.  Candidates must have computer and 
software knowledge and proven proficiency in the Microsoft environment, including file 
management, Word and Excel, and have experience with automated software systems 
and knowledge of basic office procedures and common office equipment.  Experience 
processing payroll in a school setting is preferred.  Associate’s degree or equivalent 
training and experience from which comparable skills and knowledge are acquired is 
a requirement.
Essential functions include:
• Interpret and implement policies and government regulations affecting payroll 

processes
•  Process bi-weekly payroll and W-2’s
• Process quarterly reporting to local and state agencies i.e. (941’s, VMERS/VSTRS 

reporting).
• Make necessary journal entries for payroll accounts per direction of the Business 

Manager
• Process monthly benefits invoices (health, dental, life insurances, 403b payments etc.)
• Assist in the distribution of information as directed
• Assists in the preparation and submission of various reports

To apply, send a letter of interest, resume and three letters of reference through 
Schoolspring. Applications accepted until the position is filled
 with consideration to applications received by April 1, 2022.

TOWN ACCOUNTANT
The Town of Fair Haven, VT is seeking 
qualified applicants for the position 

of town accountant. This is a full-time 
exempt position with benefits.

This is an exempt position that oversees 
the maintenance of comprehensive 

accounting records for the town. This 
position is responsible for developing and 
managing financial management systems 

and practices for all departments, assuring 
orderly flow of receipts and expenditure 

monitoring including cash flow, processing 
payroll and account payables. The position 

is the primary financial advisor to the
Town Manager, and is the liaison with the 
Town Treasurer. An associate’s degree in 
accounting plus two years’ experience in 

municipal government is preferred.

Salary ranges from $30,000 - $52,000. 
Salary based on experience.

A complete job description is available 
at the Fair Haven Town Office.

Send a cover letter and resume by 
March 31, 2022 to:

Town Manager, 5 North Park Place,
Fair Haven, VT 05743 or

via email to fhmanager@comcast.net.
Fair Haven is an Equal Opportunity Employer

The Center is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

PART-TIME SUMMER 
SUBSTITUTES

MJCC in Middlebury, VT, is seeking 
part-time summer substitutes to 
actively engage with children and 
support them in a variety of activities. 
A strong sense of responsibility and the 
ability to supervise children is required. 
Our classrooms are busy and require 
energy, a positive attitude, and a sense 
of adventure.

Please contact Dylan at
(802) 388-2853 or by

email dylan@mjccvt.org if interested.

Join Our Team!
Learn and grow in a beautiful work environment dedicated to 

deepening the connection between farm and table

Open positions right now include:
Market Team Member
Barista
Line Cook
Pastry Cook
Kitchen Porter
Dining Room Server
Dining Room Host
Busser/Runner

2766 Mt. Philo Road, Charlotte, Vermont, 05445
(802) 539-2147 | philoridgefarm.com

We offer competitive benefits:
Paid time off 
Health care 
Staff meal 
Employee discounts
Training for new hires
Educational opportunities
Flexible scheduling

$1,000 SIGNING BONUS

Does making a difference in the lives of people you’ve 
never met matter to you? Are you passionate about 
the needs of seniors, reducing our carbon footprint 
and improving the health and wellbeing of your 
community? 

Tri-Valley Transit (TVT) has been providing critical 
transportation needs for community members for 
more than 25 years. Our dispatchers play a vital role in 
connecting clients with our services and are passionate 
about making a different in people’s lives. 

The essential function of the position is to 
communicate our services and schedule rides for our 
community members in a friendly and compassionate 
manner.

We offer a competitive salary
and excellent benefits, including:

• 24 paid days off to start (Holidays & PTO) 
• 100% employer paid health insurance for the 

employee + funds towards deductible (HRA plan)
• Retirement plan with employer match
• Long & short-term disability insurance
• Life Insurance
• Access to low-cost dental and vision insurance 
• Employee Assistance Program 

Please visit https://www.trivalleytransit.org/job-openings/ 
for more details and to complete our application in addition 
to submitting your resume for consideration of employment. 
Submit resume via email to: kirstie@trivalleytransit.org.

Employment is contingent upon passing required background 
checks and pre-employment drug testing.

TVT is an AA/EO Employer

$1,000 SIGNING BONUS
Full-Time Ride Coordinator/Dispatcher

 Addison Region

2022 National Volunteer Week
Help Celebrate Our Community of Volunteers!

This spring, the Addison Independent and area 
nonprofit organizations will celebrate volunteers in 
a special Volunteer Week edition of the paper. This 
project provides the opportunity to acknowledge volunteers 
and the remarkable impact their service has on our 
community. If your organization has volunteers you would 
like to acknowledge, we welcome you to submit volunteer 
spotlights or names for inclusion in this section.

For more information, please contact RSVP of Addison 
County at 802-388-7044 or rsvpfgp@gmail.com.

Help Wanted 
ads can

be found on 
Pages 8B,

9B and 10B

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted
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Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

3
CAMP KEEWAYDIN IS 
looking for a Trailer-Van In-
spector to fill out a checklist 
of items related to equip-
ment usage. No experience 
necessary, M-F with some 
Saturdays through October. 
Email lee@keewaydin.org 
or call 802-352-4447

HOPE IS LOOKING for a 
few people to join our team! 
We have an opening for the 
newly created position of 
Store Manager. Applicants 
should have retail experi-
ence, and excellent orga-
nizational and communica-
tion skills. Also, warehouse 
openings.  Mechanical abil-
ity, experience in driving a 
box truck would be helpful. 
Full and part-time sched-
ules available. We offer 
very competitive compen-
sation, including medical, 
dental, life insurance, and 
matched retirement sav-
ings. Please respond with 
a summary of experience 
to Personnel, HOPE, 282 
Boardman Street, Suite 1A, 
Middlebury, or to reception-
ist@hope-vt.org Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

JOIN OUR TEAM! Cham-
plain Valley Equipment in 
Middlebury is looking for a 
service administrator as-
sistant. Great hours, M-F 
8 to 5 and some Saturdays 
till noon. Competitive pay, 
insurance available, paid 
holidays, vacation and 
401k. Administrative skills 
needed, some typing, light 
computer work and a posi-
tive attitude are essential. 
Send resume to rviens@
champlainvalleyequipment.
com

NOP BROS IS seeking 
a professional calf care/ 
heifer caretaker.  Must be 
able to handle all aspects 
of animal care. Must be a 
good barn keeper and be 
on time. Serious inquiries 
only. Please call 802-363-
4388.

For Sale
1999 CLASS C CAMPER. 
Ford E450 truck. 31,000 
miles. Jamboree model. 
Good condition. $19,995. 
Reduced to $18.500.  Go 
south. Sally 802-377-7645.

CIRCULAR STAIRCASE. 
$600., 14 blue staging 
brackets with safety rail 
$450., 17’ 8” metalbestos 
pipe with cap $600. 802-
349-2918.

RED AND BLUE heeler 
puppies. Had all shots. 
Ready to go. $600. each. 
518-569-0957.

For Rent
BRISTOL: Share newer 
home w/ senior man who 
enjoys walks & scenic 
drives. Reduced rent of 
$300/mo. in exchange for 
cooking 3 healthy meals/
week & helping around the 
house. Private ½ BA. 802-
863-5625 or HomeShareV-
ermont.org for application. 
Interview, refs, background 
checks req. EHO

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

EVENING VAN
DRIVERS NEEDED

Looking for rewarding
part time work?

Excellent drivers needed to bring members 
of our adult day care center home.

Work one or more early
evenings (6-8pm)  Monday-Friday.

Additional hours available.
Friendly and caring work environment.

Send letter of interest and resumé to:
mail@elderlyservices.org

or mail to 
PO Box 581, Midd., VT 05753.

You may also complete the application 
available at elderlyservices.org. 

HELP  WANTED

Full-time road crew position. 
Applicant must have at least a Class 

B CDL; should be willing to learn dump 
truck operation and maintenance, 
snowplowing, road building, and 

small equipment operation such as 
chain saws. Must be able to get along 

well with others and be willing to 
work outdoors in all types of weather. 

Must have passed drug test and 
medical exam for CDL drivers prior to 
employment. Good benefit package:

12 paid holidays, medical insurance, 
and sick leave; pay based on experience.

 Application and job description 
available at Town Clerk’s Office and 

www.newhavenvt.com.

Submit to Town Office to:
Town of New Haven 78 North St.
New Haven, Vt. 05472; or email
newhaventreasurer@gmavt.net

802 453 3516.

 

Highway Department 
Road Crew

Seeking a full-time employee
Stonewood Farm is a large scale

Turkey farm located in Orwell Vermont.  
We are seeking a full time employee

who can perform a variety of tasks, such 
as operating and maintaining tractors/
heavy machinery (field work, loader 

operation, oil changes, greasing, etc…), 
and other various farm tasks.

Experience preferred.
Contact Peter Stone
at 802-377-9879 or

stone@stonewoodfarm.com.

3 x col 8.75 CD
addy indy

sales position

3 x col 5.5 CD
UVM

3 x col 5 CD
event manager

3 x col 5 CD
porter

??

7  col 6 CD
mountain top

All real estate 
advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to 
the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national 
origin, sexual orientation, 
or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real 
estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-
8590. For the Washington, 
DC area please call HUD 
at 426-3500.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Help Wanted

Don’tDon’t
miss

a beat
Read
the

Addy
Indy

online,
in print, 

or
on the go!

We’re seeking a meticulously organized, energetic 
and positive individual to be the Race Director 

for the Middlebury Maple Run. 

Part time position starting in April and ramping 
up until race day in early October.

Be a part of a dedicated team working to keep 
this event thriving in downtown Middlebury.

Ready for a RACE?

To apply, email Christy Lynn at 
christy@addisonindependent.com
with a letter of interest and resume. INSPIRED?  

IMAGINE... 
Going to work every day 

and knowing that YOU are 
helping businesses grow. 
YOU are helping sustain 

your local newspaper. YOU 
are contributing to a 

community where people 
are informed and connected 

to what’s going on 
around them.

The Addy Indy is actively hiring dynamic 
individuals to join our marketing team.
Contact Christy at christy@addisonindependent.com to learn more.

Middlebury Agway  338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

PT/FT Cashier -  Customer Service
Immediate Openings available.  Must be able to work until 6pm Week-

days and Weekends a MUST.  Approximately 20 - 35hrs per week.
Wage commensurate with experience. 

Please send Resumes to info@middleburyagway.com or Fill out Application 
at Middlebury Agway, 338 Exchange Street, Middlebury VT.

Please no phone calls.

Warehouse and Yard Worker  -  PT/FT  Position available
Warehouse Worker Job Purpose: Loading and Assisting with Customer 
Orders from the Yard, Warehouse and Store, Stocking Shelves and Filling 
Propane Tanks.
Skills/Qualifications: Ability to lift 50lbs repeatedly throughout the day 
Weekends and dependability a MUST!  Preferable age 18+.

Please fill out an application in person.
Middlebury Agway - 338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

For Rent Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Sale
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Help Wanted

Help Wanted



PAGE 10B — Addison Independent, Thursday, March 31, 2022 Addison Independent, Thursday, March 31, 2022 — PAGE 10B

MIDDLEBURY, 1 BED-
ROOM upstairs apartment. 
$850/mo. plus deposit. 
Some utilities. No smok-
ing. 802-388-0401.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

SPECTACULAR 2 BED-
ROOM rental on the lake 
in Leicester. Completely,  
newly remodeled. Long 
term rental. Heat, electric-
ity, parking included. Inter-
net available. $2,000/mo. 
plus deposit, references. 
Available April 1. 802-388-
0860.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Want to Rent
LOOKING TO RENT: Pro-
fessional female seeking 1 
bedroom, first floor apart-
ment or small 2 bedroom 
house. Middlebury or Wey-
bridge 978-907-2174

Att. Farmers
EXCELLENT QUALITY 
1ST cut, wrapped baleage, 
large square bales dry hay. 
Shelburne, Vermont. Call 
Andy 802-598-6060. Analy-
sis available upon request.

FOR SALE: SAWDUST 
delivered.  85 cubic yard 
loads. Green & Dry.  Call 
Paul for pricing.  802-623-
6731.

HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the sub-
ject line for more information.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted
WANTED: Comic Books. 
Call David 857-210-5029.

Full-Time Lawn Care 
& 

Landscaping
Positions Available

Immediate positions available working 
Monday – Friday and some Saturdays.

Paid Holidays, partial uniforms, 
and competitive pay.   

Experience isn’t necessary 
but having a positive attitude, 

loving to work outside, 
and being reliable is.

To apply, call 802-352-9088
or stop by at 307 Kelly Cross Rd., 

Salisbury, VT 05769

2 x col 3  CD
A&W

Town of Middlebury 
Director of Public Works 

Planning and
Other Positions Available

The Town of Middlebury, Vermont, has 
several public works positions available, 
including Director of Public Works Planning.

Detailed job advertisements and 
descriptions for these positions are 
available on the Town’s website, www.
townofmiddlebury.org.  

The Town of Middlebury offers a 
competitive compensation and benefits 
packages.  Please send cover letter, resume 
and application to:  Town of Middlebury, 
Attn:  Crystal Grant, Executive Assistant to 
the Town Manager, Town Offices, 77 Main 
Street Middlebury, VT 05753, or e-mail to 
ManagersOffice@townofmiddlebury.org 
for prompt consideration.  Candidates are 
encouraged to apply as soon as possible.

The Town of Middlebury
is an Equal Opportunity Employer

2 x col 4  CD
specialized

comm

2 x col 4  CD
vt soap

Positions Available for Experienced Workers

q
Kitchen Line and Production Cooks

Housekeepers
Servers & Bar Staff
Lawn and Garden

The Waybury Inn is expecting a busy spring, summer and fall in 
2022 and is currently accepting applications for several positions. 

Openings are immediate and positions will begin by mid-April at 
the latest.  

Please email resumes to mgr@wayburyinn.com or mail to:

Waybury Inn
457 East Main St.

Middlebury, VT 05753

Applicants may follow up by calling 802-388-4015 
to request an interview.  

Thank you in advance for your interest and your hard work 
in our industry!

This is semi-skilled work in the maintenance 
of a water distribution system.  Work involves 
performing semi-skilled manual tasks in 
maintaining pumping equipment and water 
lines.

Work is performed in accordance with 
established routines, with employees making 
only limited decisions, which follow well-
established precedence.  Major maintenance 
decisions are referred to a supervisor.  Work 
requires knowledge that can be readily 
learned on the job.  Work of this class involves 
some actions the consequences of which if 
improperly performed would cause problems 
of a safety and economic nature.  Employees 
exercise no supervisory responsibility and 
their work is reviewed in compliance to 
prescribed maintenance schedules and by 
direct observation by a supervisor.  Work does 
involve some element of personal risk and 
unpleasant work surroundings.

Complete job description and application 
may be obtained on-line at www.
townofmiddlebury.org, at the Department of 
Public Works, 1020 Route 7 South, or via email 
at publicworks@townofmiddlebury.org.

Town of Middlebury
Water Maintainer

2 x col  3.5 CD
Colby hill
landscap

Let us help you sift through 
the complexities of the Fair 
Housing Law. Stay legal. 
Stay on the right side of the 
nation’s Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison 
Independent at (802) 

388-4944. 
Talk to our sales 

professionals.

It’s against 
the law to  

discriminate
when 

advertising 
housing

Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You 
can’t say “no children” or 
“adults only.”

There’s a lot you can’t say. 
The Federal Government 
is watching for such 
discrimination.

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

A & W in Middlebury is 
opening for the season and 
looking for cooks, fountain 
workers and carhop servers. 
Please send resume

to Gail Daha,
c/o Greg’s Market,

658 Exchange Street
Middlebury, VT 05753 or 
call Gail at 802-989-7651.

Middlebury Animal Hospital is continuing to 
grow. We are seeking experienced client service 

representatives and veterinary assistants or 
technicians who can join our 4-doctor practice 

in lovely Middlebury Vermont.
The hospital is well equipped and stays busy all 

year round. We offer medical, dental,
vision and retirement plans. We cover 

continuing education costs. Most of our staff 
has been here for more than 10 years, with the 

average being 16 years of employment. We 
have gone from 3 full time doctors, to now 4. 

And we need to add more! 
We look forward to growing our work

family with compassionate, intelligent
and motivated professionals. 

Please send inquiries and resumes to
Dr. Mark Doran and Dr. Scott Sutor at 

middleburyah@gmail.com.
For more information about the Middlebury 
Animal Hospital, please visit our website at 

https://middleburyah.net/.

Receptionists and 
Veterinary Assistants / 

Technicians

Account Manager 
(Sales)

Vermont Soap in Middlebury is looking 
for a motivated, outgoing and highly 
organized individual to join our sales 
team. 

Must have excellent written and verbal 
communication skills and possess 
strong knowledge of Microsoft and Excel 
programs. Previous sales experience a 
plus. Some benefits include weekends 
off, paid vacation time, paid holidays 
and 401k. 

Submit cover letter and resume to 
nichole@vermontsoap.com.

Are you a lover of 
psychology?

Do you have a passion to use 
what you know in the service of 
creating better lives for people 
less fortunate than yourself?

Then you belong with us!  Specialized 
Community Care is an organization that 
serves people with intellectual disabilities 

who have complex psychological, 
psychiatric, and behavioral issues in 

community based models. 
We need you to help us carry out

and expand our mission.  
Pay rates are based on skill set, minimum 

pay is $14/hr for no experience.

If you have the passion,
we will train. 
Contact us at

humanresources@sccvt.org
or by phone at 802-388-6388.

 

is hiring for the 2022 season.
We are located in Bristol.

Work includes Hardscape Installations, 
Planting Installations and

Planting Bed Maintenance.
Applicants should have a valid driver’s 

license and the ability to work in 
all weather conditions. Experience 

preferred but we are willing to train. 
Work to begin early April. 

Starting pay $17.00 per hr. and up.

Contact: Dave Brett
Email: davebrett@gmavt.net

Phone: (802)363-9958

Colby Hill
Landscape Company

LANDSCAPERS WANTED:LANDSCAPERS WANTED:

Adult Basic Education Instructor(s)
Experienced, compassionate, and creative professional 
sought for ABE instruction in our Middlebury Learning 

Center. Math instructor teaches basic and high school level 
math including arithmetic, algebra, geometry, and statistics. 
Language Arts includes basic and high school reading and 
grammar/writing skills. Instruction will include both 1:1 and 

group classes via in-person or online methodology. The ideal 
candidate has successful experience creating and teaching 

student-driven lessons, projects, and courses.
Questions? Contact Natalie Reigle, Regional Director, 

Middlebury Learning Center (802) 458-0103
To apply, submit a letter of interest, resume and three 

references to:

Rebecca Campbell, Human Resources Coordinator
Rcampbell@vtadultlearning.org

(802) 560-4057

38 Pond Lane, Middlebury

*NO Heavy Lifting*
*Flexible Schedules*

As we near our busy season, 
Seedsheets is looking for seasonal 

help in processing customer orders. 
We are looking for team members 

with strong attention to detail and a 
desire to create a great product for 

our customers.
Primary business hours are 8:00-5:00, 

but flexibility on days and hours
can be discussed.

Please email: jobs@seedsheets.com 
for more information.

Seasonal Help 
Needed

Looking for extra 
income this spring?

$18 an hour

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Rent For Rent For Rent Att. Farmers

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

More
Help 

Wanted 
ads

can be 
found on 
Pages
8B and

9B.

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

For Rent

Auctions

TOWN OF ADDISON 
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Addison Planning Commission will hold a monthly meeting on Monday, 
April 18, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. at the Addison Town Clerk’s Office.  
To consider the following:

1. To approve the meeting minutes for March 21, 2022. We now have 
quorum for a meeting.

2. To transact any business found necessary before the board.          
3. To allow time for public comment interaction at beginning of the 

meeting.
4. We need to work on updating & referencing some sections for 

implementing Subdivision &  Zoning Regulations into the Town Plan. 
Continue to work on definitions & reviewing The Vermont State 
Statutes (Chapter 117).

5. Continue working on items that are considered projects in progress 
at the April meeting & continue to review the Zoning Regulations 
pertaining to Districts & their sections.                                                                     

6. We will review the revised notes on items that the Z.A. helped with, 
(Zoning) PUDS, Density-Zoning, Tables & Road Frontages within 
the districts. Jeff Kauffman is putting the changes on the laptop 
for reviewing. This is done so we have a copy to work with for any 
corrections.                              

7. Planning for a WORK meeting in the near future to continue a 
copy for rough draft.

Starr Phillips, Vice Chair
Starr Phillips, Secretary
Addison Planning Commission

   
  

Public 
Notices 

Index
Public Notices for the  

following can be found in this  
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  

on Page 10B, 11B.

Addison (1)

Addison Central School District 
(1)

Addison County Courthouse (1)

Bridport (1)

Bristol Stor Mor (1)

Lemon Fair Insect Control District 
(1)

Middlebury (2)

Mountain View Cemetery 
Association (1)

New Haven (1)

Orwell (1)

Otter Creek Watershed Insect 
Control District (2)

Salisbury (1)

Starksboro (1)

Tri-Valley Transit (1)

Vermont Agency of Transportation 
(1)

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 3/24 & 3/28, 2022
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Monument Farms 1375 1.185 1629.38
Vorsteveld Farm 1790 1.00 1790.00
M & L Quesnel 945 .97 916.65
Blue Spruce Farm 1665 .94 1565.10
A. Brisson 1330 .935 1243.55
VT Tech College 1510 .90 1359.00
Woodnotch Farm 1880 .895 1682.60

                        COST 
CALVES LBS. /LB $
Conants Riverside 113 2.80 316.40
Barnes Bros. 101 1.80 181.80
Laduc Acres 95 1.80 171.00
H. Sunderland 114 1.70 193.80
Quarry Rd. 115 1.60 184.00
Total # Beef: 149 Total # Calves: 216

We value our faithful customers.
Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.

call 1-802-388-2661
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ADDISON CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
SPRING DEVELOPMENTAL SCREENING

FOR PRESCHOOL CHILDREN
April is screening month for preschool children from Bridport, Cornwall, 

Middlebury, Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and Weybridge!
The ACSD Early Education Program provides services to children identified 

as having disabilities or delays in meeting developmental milestones. We also 
collaborate with area preschool and childcare programs to address the needs 
of our local preschool children. Screenings help to identify children who would 
benefit from additional support before entering kindergarten.

If you have questions or concerns about your child’s developmental progress, 
your district early education program is offering screening for children ages 
3-5 who are not enrolled in kindergarten. Screening is conducted in a playful 
environment, and provides information on your child’s speech and language 
development, motor, social and early academic skills.

The screening will take place at the Mary Hogan Elementary School, 201 
Mary Hogan Drive, in Middlebury and will happen on April 8, 15, and 29, 2022.

For more information or to schedule an appointment, please call Deb Martin 
at 802-382-1761.

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPLY
MOSQUITO LARVICIDES

Local mosquito control districts may be making ground and aerial applications 
of Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis (BTI), Bacillus sphaericus (BS), spinosad 
and (S)-Methoprene to surface waters where mosquito larvae are present.   
These applications will occur in the towns of Cornwall, Bridport, and Weybridge.  
Pesticide applications will begin on or after April 15, 2022.

Further information or comments about the larviciding activities or application 
exclusion requests can be obtained from:

Lemon Fair Insect Control District
David Dodge, Chair

802-462-3898
The Vermont Agency of Agriculture oversees the permitting of these mosquito 

larvicides and can be reached at 802-828-3473.
For more information see the following websites. http://www.lficd.org/
https://agriculture.vermont.gov/public-health-agricultural-resource-manage 

ment-division/plant-health-and-pest-management/mosquitoes”

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENT
TO APPLY MOSQUITO LARVICIDES

On or after April 15th, 2022 the Otter Creek Watershed (OCW, formerly known 
as the BLSG) Insect Control District will be applying ground and possibly aerial 
treatments of mosquito larvicides on surface waters in the towns of Brandon, 
Leicester, Salisbury, Goshen, Pittsford, and Proctor to control mosquito larva 
populations.  Those treatments will use Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis (BTi), 
Bacillus Sphaericus (BS), and Spinosad, which are bacterial larvicides.  Ground 
applications of Cocobear (mineral oil) and Methoprene may also be used in 
selected wet areas to target mosquito pupae and prevent adult emergence.

Exclusion requests need to be renewed annually.  Please send a written 
request to the address or email address below.

Further information about larviciding activities in the OCW Insect Control 
District or about exclusion requests can be obtained from:

Otter Creek Watershed Insect Control District 
P.O. Box 188. Brandon, VT 05733 

(802) 247-6779   |   ocwicd@gmail.com   |   https://ocwicd.com
The Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets oversees the 

permitting of mosquito larviciding activities and can be reached at (802) 828-
1319.  More information is available at: http://agriculture.vermont.gov/plant_
pest/mosquitoes_ticks/mosquitoes

TOWN OF SALISBURY
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Salisbury Development Review Board (DRB) will hold a Public Hearing 
in the Town Office (25 Schoolhouse Road) at 6:00 PM on Wednesday, April 20, 
2022, to consider the following:

• Application 2022-01
An application from Vern Berthiaume (parcel ID #0914016) in 

connection with a proposed (Major) (2) lot subdivision, from the 
referenced parcel, creating a total of 3 lots, located on Dewey Road 
in Salisbury. This is an additional subdivision of this property for which 
a single-lot subdivision was issued under permit #20-08 in 2020. This 
property is located in the Low Density Residential District, (LDR).

This application is pursuant to §2.4.3E, §3.8, & §6.1 of the Salisbury Unified 
Development Regulations.

Participation (either oral or written) is a prerequisite to an interested person’s 
right to take any subsequent appeal from the DRB’s decision. See 24 V.S.A. 
§4465(b) and §4471.

These hearings will be conducted with in-person and remote access. Those 
wishing to participate remotely must obtain the necessary remote access codes. 
Access codes (for on-line or phone) are available by contacting the Salisbury 
Town Clerk during regular business hours prior to 3:00 PM on April 19, 2022. 
The Salisbury Town Office is open on Tuesdays from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM and 
Thursdays from 11:00 AM to 6:00 PM.

Application materials are available for inspection in the Town Office during 
regular business hours.

Anna Scheck
DRB Clerk 

VERMONT AGENCY OF TRANSPORTATION
PUBLIC NOTICE

HERBICIDE SPRAYING
The Vermont Agency of Transportation (VTrans) has requested from the 

Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets, a permit to apply the following 
herbicides: Garlon 4 ULTRA, Garlon 3A, Oust Extra, Escort, Krenite S, Polaris, 
and Rodeo to control unwanted vegetation along all State highways and at State 
airports. Operations are authorized to start approximately April 25th, 2022, but 
will not begin until the appropriate notification requirements are completed. The 
application will be made by certified pesticide applicators using mechanically 
controlled equipment and hand-controlled methods. The methods employed are 
intended to avoid or eliminate drift. Residents along the rights-of-way (ROW) 
are encouraged to protect sensitive environments or water supplies within 100 
feet of the ROW limits, and to avoid entering the ROW as spray trucks pass 
and until products dry. Residents should notify VTrans of the existence of any 
water supplies within 100 feet of the State’s ROW. Citizens wishing to inform 
VTrans are urged to contact the nearest District Transportation Administrator 
as follows: District 1 - Bennington - (802) 447-2790, District 2 - Dummerston 
- (802) 254-5011, District 3 - Mendon - (802) 786-5826. District 4 - White River 
Junction - (802) 295-8888, District 5 - Colchester - (802) 655-1580, District 7 - St. 
Johnsbury - (802) 748-6670, District 8 - St. Albans – (802) 524-5926, District 9 – 
Derby – (802) 334-7934. The contact person at the State Highway Department 
Headquarters is Dexter Puls, Stormwater Technician, 2178 Airport Rd. – Unit 
A, Barre, VT 05641, (802)461-9822 or dexter.puls@vermont.gov. Contact can 
also be made using the VTrans Internet Web page at https://vtrans.vermont.gov/
operations.

The appropriate place to contact with comments other than VTrans is the 
Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, Agriculture Resource Management 
and Environmental Stewardship, 116 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05602, (802) 
828-2431. The link to their web page that would describe the VTrans herbicide 
application permit request can be found at www.VermontAgriculture.com.

Wednesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm
APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

FACE MASKS REQUIRED.
(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located in 

Frank Mahady Courthouse is available 
to accept passport applications and 

provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
BOARD AND COMMISSION VACANCIES

Each year at this time the Town of Middlebury Select Board makes its 
annual appointments to volunteer positions required by State Statute, and 
local and regional boards and commissions.  If you are interested in any of 
the following positions, please submit an Application for Appointment available 
on the Town’s website www.townofmiddlebury.org under Government/
Boards-Committees-Commissions-Task Forces, or by contacting Beth Dow 
at bdow@townofmiddlebury.org.  Please submit Applications for Appointment 
to the Manager’s Office, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, or e-mail to bdow@
townofmiddlebury.org, by Friday, April 1, 2022.  If you would like to find out more 
about any of these positions, please contact us at 388-8100, Ext 202.

( ) indicates number of positions open

Four Year Term
Conservation Commission (2)

Three Year Terms
Planning Commission (2)
Design Advisory Committee (2)
Development Review Board (2) 
Downtown Improvement District Committee (1)
Energy Committee (4)
Infrastructure Committee (3)
Parks and Recreation Committee (3)

One Year Term
Addison County Regional Planning Commission Delegate (3)
Addison County Regional Planning Commission Alternate (2)
Addison County Regional Planning Commission Transportation Advisory 

Committee Delegate (1)
Addison County Regional Planning Commission Transportation Advisory 

Committee Alternate (1)
Addison County Solid Waste Management District Alternate (1)
Fence Viewer (3)
Maple Broadband Communications District Delegate (1)
Maple Broadband Communications District Delegate Alternate (1)
Sports Commission (3)
Town Agent (1)
Town Grand Juror (1)
Town Service Officer (1)
Tree Warden (1)

TOWN OF NEW HAVEN
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

NOTICE OF HEARING
Pursuant to 24 VSA §4464, a public hearing before the Development Review 

Board of the Town of New Haven will be held at the Town Clerk’s Office, 78 North 
Street, New Haven, VT on Monday, April 18, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. to consider the 
following: 

1. Conditional Use request by Tamara and Joe Boise (BIYD Properties) 
Permit #2022-DRB-03-CU per New Haven Zoning Bylaws Section 
341 for a business expansion on property located at 130 Ethan Allen 
Highway.
2. Site Plan Review Permit #2022-DRB-05-SP  per New Haven Zoning 
Bylaws Section 352 related to  Multy Builders, LLC’s proposed Deer 
View Project comprised of six structures on a 66-acre parcel located on 
the east side of Ethan Allen Highway.
3. Conditional Use request by Multy Builders, LLC Permit #2022-DRB-
04-CU  per New Haven Zoning Bylaws Section 341 for a proposed 
woodworking operation on Lot 6 of the Deer View Project located on 
the east side of Ethan Allen Highway.

Please note that participation in the local proceeding is a prerequisite to the 
right to take any subsequent appeal. The hearing will be held as a hybrid 

meeting, either in person at the Town Clerk’s office or by remote: 
https://meet.goto.com/986465469

Access Code: 986-465-469
An electronic copy of the application may be obtained by emailing the zoning 
administrator at: newhavenzoning@gmavt.net; a hard copy is available at the 
Town Clerk’s office during normal business hours, or on the Town’s website: 

https://www.newhavenvt.com/
New Haven Zoning Administrator
(802) 453-3516

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENT
TO APPLY MOSQUITO ADULTICIDES

On or after May 1st, 2022 the Otter Creek Watershed (OCW, formerly known as 
the BLSG) Insect Control District may be making ground applications of mosquito 
adulticides along the public and private roads in the towns of Brandon, Leicester, 
Salisbury, Goshen, Pittsford, and Proctor to control adult mosquito populations.  
Applications of Deltamethrin, Etofenprox, Malathion, or synthetic pyrethroid 
insecticides will be made with ultra-low volume truck-mounted sprayers.  Spray 
routes can be viewed at: https://ocwicd.com/route-maps.  At least six hours in 
advance of spraying, specific route information will be posted to https://ocwicd.
com/public-notice.

If you wish to opt out and not have the road(s) abutting your property sprayed, 
please send a written request to the OCW.  If you submitted a No Spray Zone 
request for your property last year, an email to the OCW containing your 911 
address and requesting No Spray Zone status again this year will suffice.  If you 
did not submit a No Spray Zone request last year, please send a letter listing the 
name(s) of the property owner(s), his/her/their contact telephone numbers, the 
911 address of the property, and a property map which clearly shows the property 
boundaries along the public right of way.  Property maps can be obtained from 
Town Clerks or online at https://maps.vcgi.vermont.gov/ParcelViewer.  Upon 
receipt of your request a District employee will contact you and then will mark 
your property as a No Spray Zone.  Opt out requests must be renewed annually.

The OCW call center phone number is (802) 247-6779; the call center will take 
requests for treatment during the season.

Further information or comments about adulticiding activities in the OCW 
Insect Control District and/or about No Spray Zone requests can be obtained 
from:

Otter Creek Watershed Insect Control District 
P.O. Box 188. Brandon, VT 05733 

(802) 247-6779   |   ocwicd@gmail.com   |   https://ocwicd.com
Additional information is available at https://www.epa.gov/mosiquitocontrol

Public Notices  can be found  on Pages 10B, 11B and 12B.

BRISTOL — On March 19, 
Bristol police responded to a 
report of a family fight on Morgan 
Horse Lane and arrested Jeannette 
Marcum, 45, of Bristol, citing her 
for domestic assault.

Marcum was ordered to appear 
in Addison Superior Court, 
Criminal Division, to answer the 
charge on March 21.

Between Feb. 28 and March 20 
Bristol police completed 71 foot 
patrols, conducted 11 traffic stops, 
and checked security at Mount 
Abraham Union High School 
19 times, at Bristol Elementary 
School 19 times, and at local 
businesses 18 times.

Police also processed 27 
fingerprint requests, helped two 
residents get into their locked 
cars, responded to one alarm that 
turned out to be false, conducted 
four welfare checks without 
incident, and facilitated the return 
of two loose dogs.

During this period, Bristol 
police assisted Bristol Rescue 
once, the Vermont Department 
for Children & Families once, and 
Williston police once.

In other recent activity, Bristol 
police:

• On Feb. 28, investigated a 
possible abandoned vehicle on 
Main Street, found and contacted 
the owner, and ordered them to 
move it.

• On Feb 28, investigated a 
suspicious vehicle on Pine Street 
but found no criminal activity.

Bristol woman cited for domestic assault

• On March 1, responded 
to a report of a car crash and 
determined an unknown vehicle 
had struck a parked car behind 
31 Main St. Anyone with 
information about the incident is 
asked to contact Bristol police.

• On March 1, served a no-
trespass notice on a person for a 
West Streeproperty.

• On March 1, received a 
report of minors in possession of 
tobacco. Police said the youths 
will be ticketed.

• On March 1, investigated a 
motor vehicle complaint on West 
Street and determined nothing 
rose to the level of an offense.

• On March 1, served 
subpoenas on behalf of the 
Windham County Superior Court.

• On March 4, helped MAUHS 
with a truancy issue.

• On March 4, completed 
online Crisis Intervention 
Training for Law Enforcement 
Officers.

• On March 4, checked on a 
West Street residence, where a 
homeowner suspected someone 
was looking in their windows, but 
police didn’t find anyone.

• On March 4, responded to 
a report of a family fight and 

determined it was a verbal dispute 
and no action rose to the level of 
an offense.

• On March 6, put out traffic 
cones on North Street, where 
water was pooling in the roadway.

• On March 6, helped someone 
get mental health services.

• On March 7, began 
investigating a report of theft on 
Taylor Avenue.

• On March 8, provided 
someone on Taylor Avenue with 
information about mental health 
services.

• On March 8, provided 
someone on Taylor Avenue with 
information needed to report a 
crime in another state.

• On March 9, responded to 
a report of suspicious activity 
on Liberty Street, but observed 
nothing of concern.

• On March 10, helped 
someone on Airport Drive with a 
ride.

• On March 11, helped Mount 
Abe with a truancy concern.

• On March 11, investigated a 
report of a suspicious vehicle on 
Stoney Hill Road and determined 
it was owned by a person walking 
their dog in the area.

• On March 12, issued tickets 
for parking violations on South 
Street.

• On March 12, helped 
someone on Liberty Street obtain 
mental health services.

• On March 14, responded to a 
verbal dispute on Hermit Thrush 

Lane and determined no action 
rose to the level of an offense.

• On March 15, responded to 
a report of a disorderly person 
on North Street and offered the 
person contact information for 
mental health services.

• On March 15, mediated a 
dispute between people on Prince 
Lane.

• On March 16, welcomed 
Cub Scouts from Pack 543 to the 
Bristol Police Station. The Scouts 
had some great questions, which 
prompted a great discussion, 
police report.

• On March 16, responded to 
a call from someone on Liberty 
Street who thought they heard 
someone walking around on their 
porch or around the perimeter of 
their house, but police didn’t see 
anything suspicious.

• On March 17, met with some 
Scouts from Cut Scouts Pack 543 
at the police station and helped 
them with requirements for their 
advancements.

• On March 17, responded to 
a family fight on Mountain Street 
and determined it was a verbal 
disagreement and that no action 
rose to the level of an offense.

• On March 17, responded to 
a single-vehicle crash on East 
Street, with no injuries but some 
property damage.

• On March 19, began 
investigating a report of fraud on 
Carlstrom Road.

Police Log
Bristol

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College Film and 
Media Culture Department and 
the Hirschfield International 
Film Series are co-sponsoring 
a screening and dsicussion 
of “The Price of Safety” on 
Thursday, April 7, at 7:30 p.m., 
in Dana Auditorium (Sunderland 
Language Center). This feature-
length film documents ballooning 
police budgets and racial bias 
in Vergennes. A discussion will 
follow the screening featuring 
historian of policing Professor 
Amit Prakash and filmmakers 
Chris Spencer and Professor Erin 
Wolcott. 

“The Price of Safety” explores 
national conversations of over-
policing and racial bias as they 
unfold in the quaint community of 
Vergennes, Vt., far away from the 
hustle and bustle of the city. While 
the Black Lives Matter movement 
is often seen playing out in more 
urban spaces, this film watches an 

overwhelmingly white community 
grapple with a startling fact: their 
police force has some of the worst 
racial bias in the state and possibly 
the nation.

‘The Price of Safety’ talk to 
be held April 7 at the college

LETTERS?
Email it to: news@addisonindependent.com

NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC HEARING
TRI-VALLEY TRANSIT INC.

Tri-Valley Transit Inc. gives notice that, pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 5311 Non-
Urbanized Transportation Program, Preventive Maintenance Program, Rural 
Technical Assistance Program and Marketing; Vermont State Operating 
Assistance Program, Capital Program and RTAP Program; 49 U.S.C. § 5310 
Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities Program; 49 
U.S.C. § 5304 Statewide Transportation Planning; 49 U.S.C. Section 5339 Bus 
and Bus Facilities, the opportunity is offered for a public hearing on a proposed 
Public Transit Program throughout the Counties of Addison, Orange and 
Northern Windsor.

Projects are described as follows:  General public deviated-fixed-route and 
commuter bus services within Addison, Orange and Northern Windsor Counties 
and connecting to major employment and medical centers in Burlington, 
Rutland and the Upper Valley, and to provide transportation services for elders 
and persons with disabilities living in Addison, Orange and Northern Windsor 
Counties.  TVT would also administer State/Federal capital funds to purchase 
public transportation buses, spare parts, office equipment, and other capital 
items.

Persons desiring a hearing to be held should submit written requests to Tri-
Valley Transit and to the Vermont Agency of Transportation at the addresses 
below within 14 days of publication of this notice.  Upon a receipt of a request, 
a date will be scheduled and a notice of hearing will be published.  A copy of 
the proposal may be seen at the Project Manager’s Office.  Persons desiring to 
make written comments should forward to the addresses below within 14 days 
of publication of this notice.  

Project Manager: State Agency:
Jim Moulton Tim Bradshaw
Executive Director Public Transit Program Coordinator
Tri-Valley Transit Vermont Agency of Transportation
297 Creek Road Public Transit Section
Middlebury, VT  05753 219 North Main Street, Barre, VT 05641
jim@trivalleytransit.org  timothy.bradshaw@vermont.gov

Dated at Middlebury, County of Addison and State of Vermont this 25th day 
of March,2022. Jim Moulton, Project Manager
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STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT    CIVIL DIVISION
ADDISON UNIT     DOCKET NO. 22-CV-00442
In re: Abandoned Mobile Home of Patrick Lathbury 
and Donald Catella, Lazy Brook Mobile Home Park, Lot 33
36 Cherry Lane, Starksboro, VT 05487

NOTICE OF SALE
By virtue of an Order of the Vermont Superior Court, Addison Unit, Civil Division, dated March 25, 2022, the abandoned 

mobile home of Patrick Lathbury and Donald Catella located at Lazy Brook Mobile Home Park, Lot 33, 36 Cherry Lane, Starks-
boro, Vermont, will be sold at public auction at 10:00 a.m. on the 8th day of April, 2022, at Lot 33, 36 Cherry Lane, Starksboro, 
Vermont:

To Wit: Being a 1978 mobile home, make, model and serial number unknown, sited at Lot 33 at 36 Cherry Lane, Starksboro, 
Vermont.  

Terms of Sale:  
The minimum bid established by the Court, sufficient to cover costs of sale, is $8,566.37.  The mobile home shall be sold to 

the highest bidder over the minimum bid.  The successful bidder shall make full payment at auction if the bid does not exceed 
$2,000.  If the bid exceeds $2,000, the successful bidder shall provide a non-refundable deposit at the time of the auction of at 
least $2,000 or 25% of the bid, whichever is greater, and shall make full payment within three working days after the auction.  
A successful bidder other than the park owner shall remove the mobile home from the park within five working days after the 
auction unless the park owner permits removal at a later date. 

Other terms to be announced at the sale or make inquiries to Lesley Deppman, Deppman Law, 2 Park Street, Middlebury, 
Vermont, 802-388-6337.

DATED AT Middlebury, Vermont this 28th day of March, 2022.

ADDISON COUNTY COMMUNITY TRUST
By:Lesley Deppman, Esq.
Deppman Law PLC
2 Park Street
Middlebury, VT 05753
(802) 388-6337; (802) 382-8840 (fax)

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT      

PROBATE DIVISION
ADDISON UNIT

DOCKET NO.: 22-PR-01346
IN RE ESTATE OF:
DAVID SMITH, JR.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the creditors of the estate of 

David Smith, Jr. late of Middlebury.
I have been appointed to administer 

this estate.  All creditors having 
claims against the decedent or the 
estate must present their claims in 
writing within four (4) months of the 
first publication of this notice.  The 
claim must be presented to me at 
the address listed below with a copy 
sent to the Court.  The claim may be 
barred forever if it is not presented 
within the four (4) month period.

Dated: 3/25/2022
Robb Spensley
(802) 725-8318

robb@chadwicklawvt.com
3232 US Route 7

Pittsford, VT 05763
Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 03/31/22
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Probate Court,
7 Mahady Court,
Middlebury, VT 05753

TOWN OF BRIDPORT
BRIDPORT, VERMONT

RATTLIN BRIDGE ROAD CULVERT REPLACEMENT
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids for the construction of the Town of Bridport – Rattlin Bridge 
Road Culvert Replacement will be received by U.S. Mail OR by hand delivery 
on the day of the bid opening at the Bridport Town Hall, 82 Crown Point Rd, 
Bridport, VT 05734, until 11:00 am local time on Friday, May 6, 2021. Bids 
received will be “publicly” opened and read. Bidders providing bids by mail 
shall allow for delivery time. The Project consists of replacing two, eight-
foot diameter metal culverts with a 36-foot wide by 15-foot 4-inch high by 
90-foot-long precast concrete arch culvert with precast wingwalls with 12-
feet± of overburden.

Bids will be received for a single prime Contract. Bids shall be on a lump sum 
and unit price basis, as indicated in the Bid Schedule.

The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is: Otter Creek Engineering, Inc., 
P.O. Box 712, 404 East Main St., Middlebury, VT, (802) 382-8522. Prospective 
Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents at the Issuing Office on Mondays 
through Fridays between the hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and may obtain copies of 
the Bidding Documents from the Issuing Office as described below.

Printed copies of the Bidding Documents may be obtained from the Issuing 
Office, during the hours indicated above, upon payment of $150.00 for each set. 
Checks for Bidding Documents shall be payable to “Otter Creek Engineering, 
Inc.” mailing address: P.O. Box 712, East Middlebury, VT 05740. Upon 
request and receipt of the document payment indicated above, the Issuing Office 
will transmit the Bidding Documents. The date that the Bidding Documents are 
transmitted by the Issuing Office will be considered the Bidder’s date of receipt of 
the Bidding Documents. Partial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available 
from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be responsible for 
full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda if any, obtained 
from sources other than the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be 
responsible for issuing Addenda if any, to parties obtaining Bidding Documents 
from sources other than the Issuing Office.

Electronic copies of Bidding Drawings and Documents are available 
upon request to all parties recorded as having officially received the Bidding 
Documents from the Issuing Office, as portable document format (PDF) files, 
via e-mail.

A pre-bid conference will be held at 1:00 pm local time on Wednesday, April 
13, 2022 at the Bridport Town Hall at the address listed above. Attendance at the 
pre-bid conference is highly encouraged but is not mandatory.

Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.
Owner: Town of Bridport
By: Tim Howlett
Title: Selectboard Chair
Date: 03/25/2022

MONTPELIER — It’s 
that time again. The Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife Department 
recommends taking down bird 
feeders and keeping them stored 
until December to avoid attracting 
bears. Warm spring weather and 
melting snows will cause bears to 
come out of their winter dens in 
search of food. Thanks to earlier 
than usual thaws, the department is 
asking people to take feeders down 
early rather than at the usual April 
1 date. 

The department has already 
received bear reports as of March 
7, and it encourages Vermonters 
who experience a conflict with 
bears to submit a report through 
the Living With Black Bears web 
page. The warmer temperatures 
predicted now will stimulate more 
bears to emerge from their dens 
to seek any food sources they can 

smell. 
Bird feeders are just one of the 

things that can attract hungry bears. 
Other sources of food that bears 
find appealing are garbage, open 
dumpsters, backyard chickens, pet 
food, barbecue grills, campsites 
with accessible food, and food 
waste.  

The department offers the 
following tips to coexist with 
bears: 

• Take down birdfeeders 
between late March and December. 

• Store garbage in bear-proof 
containers or structures — trash 
cans alone are not enough  

• Follow the steps on our web 
page for composting in bear 
country 

• Use electric fences to keep 
chickens and honeybees safe 

• Request a bear-proof dumpster 
from your waste hauler 

• Feed your pets indoors 
• Never feed bears, deliberately 

or accidentally. 
For Vermonters who wish 

to connect with and appreciate 
songbirds after taking down 
their birdfeeders this spring, the 
department will be partnering with 
Audubon Vermont to highlight 
alternatives like the Native Plants 
for Birds Program. 

To help better understand 
peoples’ interactions with bears and 
inform measures for coexistence 
with this species, the department 
asks Vermonters to submit reports 
of bears engaging in potentially 
dangerous behavior, such as 
targeting bird feeders or garbage 
bins, feeding on crops or livestock, 
or investigating campgrounds 
or residential areas, through the 
VF&W website’s Living with 
Black Bears tab. 

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police on March 21 assisted 
Middlebury Union Middle School 
staff with a student causing 
damage within the school building 
on March 21.

Police report that the student 
broke Plexiglas and then used a 
sharp shard to create a knife-like 
object. Police said the student 
was detained until they could be 
taken to the Counseling Service 
of Addison County offices for a 
mental health assessment. 

According to Middlebury 
police, a CHINS (Children in 
Need of Care or Supervision) case 
will be presented to the Addison 
County States Attorney’s Office 
for consideration.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Connected a local resident 
with mental health services on 
March 21.

• Reported on March 21 that 
the Addison County Unit For 
Special Investigations (ACUSI) 
investigation has begun into an 
allegation from a local resident 
about area children being provided 
with drugs.

• Investigated a report of a 
student being assaulted at MUMS 
on March 21.

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police last week cited a 12-year-
old girl into court for two separate 
incidents earlier last months in 
which the juvenile allegedly made 
a total of $2,100 in unauthorized 
online purchases.

Police allege the juvenile on 
March 4 used a cellphone taken 
from another student at Vergennes 
Union High School to order $1,500 
of items through amazon.com. 

On March 9, Vergennes police 
allege, the juvenile used a family 
member’s credit card without 
permission to purchase $600 of 
goods online. 

Between March 21 and 27, 
Vergennes police also conducted 
three patrols, one by car and two 
on foot; responded to two 911 
hang-up calls and two false alarms; 
and: 

On March 21, issued a no-
trespass order to a woman 
suspected of stealing prepackaged 
alcoholic cocktails several times 
from the Community Market on 
North Main Street.

On March 22:
• Referred to U.S. Treasury 

agents and Vermont State Police 
a report that a patron of the Park 
Squeeze restaurant had passed a 
counterfeit $100 bill.

• Spoke to the owner of two 
dogs at a New Haven Road home 
following multiple complaints 
they had acted aggressively toward 
neighbors’ pets and dogs being 
walked on the sidewalk. Police 
said the owner pledged to resolve 
the issue, and there have been no 
problems since. 

On March 23:
• Met with several local 

agencies in an effort to coordinate 
care for a resident experiencing 
health challenges.

• Removed a snake from a 
Bombard Place residence that had 
entered the home and curled up 
under a couch there.

On March 24:
• Spoke to a woman who was 

concerned her tween daughter 
was interacting in an inappropriate 
manner online with unknown 
parties. Police recommended 
limiting and blocking access to 
social media sites.

• Responded to a report 
of a suspicious vehicle in the 
Community Bank parking lot on 

Monkton Road. Police said they 
learned it belonged to a private 
investigator, who agreed to park 
elsewhere.

• Found the basement door of 
a Main Street business open and 
made sure the place was secure.

• Looked into a report from 
a Walker Avenue resident that 
a registration sticker had been 
stolen from a vehicle and placed 
on another vehicle.

• Following a complaint, asked 
a Main Street apartment resident 
to turn down loud music; police 
said she complied.

On March 26, issued a no-
trespass order to the intoxicated 
mother of a Main Street apartment 
resident, who said her parent 
was no longer welcome in her 
home. Police took the woman to 
the Act 1 detoxification center in 
Burlington.

On March 27, mediated a dispute 
between a Hopkins Road resident 
and an ex-boyfriend. Police were 
initially called because he was 
allegedly knocking on her door 
and was not wanted, but they and 
state police found no one. They 
called him, and he said he just 
wanted to retrieve belongings. 
Police then arranged for him to 
pick the items up at the station. 

It’s time to take your bird feeders down

Juvenile cited for online purchases

Police Log
Vergennes

     Public Notices  can be found in this ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 10B, 11B & 12B.

• Investigated a report of a 
Middlebury Union High School 
student allegedly selling marijuana 
gummies to another student on 
March 21.

• Spoke with a John Graham 
Court resident who was having 
problems with her neighbors on 
March 22.

• Assisted Mary Hogan 
Elementary School staff with 
a student who had left campus 
on March 22 and had refused to 
return.

• Investigated a reported 
domestic dispute in the Bakery 
Lane area on March 23. Police 
determined no crime had occurred 
and said the parties were separated 
for the evening.

• Assisted Williston police 
on March 23 with a sexting case 
allegedly involving a MUMS 
student.

• Helped MUMS staff with a 
juvenile who had gotten into a fight 
with another student on campus on 
March 23.

• Looked into a report of a 
possibly injured beaver at the 
intersection of Main and Cross 
streets on March 24.

• Responded to a disorderly 
conduct complaint in a Route 7 
South store on March 24.

• Investigated a report of “drug 
activity” in the Court Street area 
on March 24.

• Made sure a local man was 
OK after he had made comments 
about harming himself on March 
24.

• Assisted a potential victim of 
stalking in the Buttolph Drive area 
on March 25.

• Spoke with a woman who 
had concerns about her fellow 
tenants at a Court Street apartment 
building on March 25.

• Helped Vermont State Police 
stop a vehicle that had left the 
scene of an accident in New Haven 
on March 25.

• Helped a local resident who 
reported being followed on March 
25.

• Responded to a trespassing 
complaint at a North Pleasant 
Street business on March 25. 
Police said the person — who 
authorities said has been dealing 
with mental health issues — was 
reminded not to return to the 
business.

• Responded to a report of a 
person yelling and screaming in a 
parking lot off Washington Street 
during the evening of March 26. 
Police said the man in question was 
having a mental health episode.

• Launched an investigation 
into a report of someone 
fraudulently using a stolen debit 
card at stores in the Court Street 
area on March 26.

• Separated those involved in a 
neighborhood dispute in the Court 
Street area on March 26.

• Helped a person potentially 
victimized by identity fraud on 
March 26.

• Got help for a driver whose 
vehicle had become stuck in a 
ditch off South Main Street one 
March 27.

• Reported on March 27 that 
ACUSI is investigating a sexual 
offense allegation in the Mill 
Street area.

• Responded to a report of 
people arguing outside of a Court 
Street residence on March 27.

Police help with MUMS student

Police Log
Middlebury

MOUNTAIN VIEW
CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

ORWELL, VT.
Mountain View Cemetery 

Association is requesting bids for the 
2022 mowing season of Mountain 
View and three smaller cemeteries. 
For further information call Diane 
Jackson at 802-948-2446.

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

BRISTOL 
STOR-MOR

Dana Johnson
9562 Main Rd 
Huntington, VT

Unit # 22B
10’ x 20’

Household items
Minimum bid required

Sale date: April 9, 9 a.m.

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★
 TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY

SPECIAL SELECTBOARD MEETING
ROOM 116 – LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM

TOWN OFFICES – 77 MAIN STREET
FRIDAY, APRIL 8, 2022 – 9:00 A.M.

 Also available via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81582684003
By Phone: +1 646-558-8656 (not toll-free)

Webinar ID: 815 8268 4003
 

For those wishing to watch but not participate:
Selectboard meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont
and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071

AGENDA
9:00  1. **Call to Order
 2. *Approval of Agenda
 3. *Public Hearing on Turning Point Center’s Proposed Grant   
 Application to the Vermont Community  Development Program 
 4. *Consideration of authorization for submission of the Turning Point 
 Center’s Proposed Grant Application to the Vermont Community 
 Development Program
9:20 5. *Adjourn
* Decision Item      ** Possible Decision

TOWN OF ORWELL - HEARING NOTICE
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

The Orwell Development Review Board will meet in person on Wednesday, 
April 20, 2022 at 7:00pm at the Orwell Town Clerk’s Office located at 436 Main 
Street, Orwell, VT.  By Zoom https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87159590685 use 
meeting ID# 871 5959 0685 or phone 1-929-205-6099 use meeting ID: #871 
5959 0685 to conduct the following business:

• Permit #3-8-22:  Rex & Stephanie Corey/The Red Farmhouse, LLC 
for a Conditional Use Permit private residence to business use for an 
Airbnb located at 13 Raymond Hill Rd, Orwell, VT 05760

Information pertaining to this matter may be viewed M, T, Th & Fr. 9:30-12:00 
and 1:00-3:30 at the Orwell Town Clerk’s Office located at 436 Main Street, 
Orwell, VT.
Joseph Andriano, Chair
Orwell Development Review Board
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lmost exactly two years ago, COVID-
19’s grip tightened on our community 
and closed so many doors including 
those of the Middlebury College 
Museum of Art. But now, as we 
emerge into the spring of 2022, the 
Museum of Art announced that the 
public will be welcomed into the 
newly arranged museum beginning 

April 15.

“We want everyone 
to feel welcome 

and at home right away,” explained Richard 
Saunders, who serves as the director of the 
museum. “When we were closed we took the 
time to reinstall all of our permanent collections. 
We had things displayed the same way for a very 
long time.”

And Saunders knows. He was hired by the 

college back in 1985 to be the full-time director 
of the gallery as the original plans for the 
Mahaney Arts Center and the Museum of Art 
coalesced. 

“I was here when this gallery was built,” he 
remembered, “I look around the museum and 
see a bunch of friends — I remember purchasing 
these pieces and the stories behind them.”

Saunders walked over to a glass case 
with three delicate portraits, pointing out 
two daguerreotypes circa 1855 — one of a 
Middlebury alum giving an anatomy lesson, the 
other, a portrait of John Deere with a plow — and 
a tintype from c. 1862 of a group of Middlebury 
alumni who served in the Civil War.

Across the room he pointed to the Benin 
Leopard Head Hip Ornament looted by the 
British in 1897, as part of the so-called Punitive 

Expedition. 

“It is thought that more than 3,000 objects were 
taken,” Saunders explained, “but at this point it is 
unclear how many will be returned to Nigeria in 
the coming years.”

Every piece in the museum’s collection has 
a story — not one that is freezing a moment 
in time, but rather a story that is fl uid and 
evolving. Every piece has the potential to spur 
discussion and challenge all of us to expand our 
understandings.

When the Museum of Art took the time during 
its closure to reinstall its permanent collection, 
museum staff  kept the concepts of inclusion, 
equity and accessibility at top of mind.

“How the museum was set up… that’s all ancient 
SEE MUSEUM ON PAGE 3

College art museum to open with a new look

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

The Middlebury College Museum of Art will reopen to the general public on April 15 after almost two years. The museum did a complete reinstallation of its permanent 
collection, which the Friends of the Art Museum got to see during a special reception held on Sunday.  PHOTO / JONATHAN BLAKE

A
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 There is little else to say that the poem doesn’t. The steadfast 
resistance, the seeding and reseeding of peace, the knowing of 
what lasts when it’s all over and what will be remembered. The 
Ukrainian people’s deep commitment and love for their country, for 
each other, for peace, for freedom. It’s all in the image of the image 
of the sunflower, their national flower. It’s in the music of Ukraine’s 
composers, art and poetry, and most of all in their choice to defend at 
great cost what they hold dear, which is the same that most of us hold 
dear as evidenced by the coming together of so many nations, even 
those at odds with each other, to stamp out what there is no longer 
a place or desire for in the world. To choose the Good, the True, and 
the Beautiful whenever possible, which is one thing we can all do in 
whatever way we can when faced with a choice in our own lives and 
hearts, and in the greater world.

POETRY
T H E  M O N T H  I N

Susan Jefts is a poet and editor from the Adirondacks and Vermont, whose poems have been published in numerous 
journals, most recently Quiet Diamonds by Orchard Street Press and Poems in the Time of Covid by Small Pond Press 
in Brattleboro. She runs workshops using poetry to deepen our experiences in nature, and of what we find sacred. 

IMAGES OF PEACE FOR UKRAINE

SEEDS OF PEACE

these warriors
of peace
the unstoppable
the brave
with resilience they fight
for the love of their families
to defend their homes
for the love of their land
to defend their liberty

they stand against tyranny
facing 
not with their backs—but their faces.

because they know even if they vanish
no ammunition
no tank
no bomb
can destroy or take
their souls
because they know
the seeds of
their brave souls
will be scattered
and will continue to reseed 
for the love of humanity,
for peace.
 — By Mitra Urich

“Seeds of Peace” by Mitra Urich is available for sale on notecards packets, with profits going to Ukraine. To place on order of 
notecards, email mitra@mitradesigns.com.

Mitra Urich is an Iranian-American 
multimedia artist. Her work harmoniously 
merges realism and modernism, blending 
drawing, painting, collage, poetry and Persian 
Calligraphy to reflect on her experiences 
living between Middle Eastern and Western 
Cultures. Much of her work is an expression 
of her childhood memories, dreams, personal 
transformation and desires for global peace. 
Samimi-Urich runs the architectural design 
studio called Mitra Designs Collaborative. She 
lives and works in Bristol. Urich’s art can be 
found on Instagram @mitra.Samimiart

“I just completed this painting titled ‘Seeds of 
Peace’ after being moved by the bravery of the Ukrainian 
people and the words of Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky: ‘By attacking us you are going to see our faces 
— not backs — our faces.’ I am offering this sunflower 
image in the form of notecards with the profits going to 
Save The Children’s Ukraine Crisis Relief Fund to help the 
Ukrainian families during this serious humanitarian crisis.

“Why sunflowers you may ask? Sunflowers have 
become a symbol of Ukrainian resistance for solidarity 
with its brave people. May the power of all of us 
working together in unity against tyranny become a 
model in preserving or establishing democracy and 
peace in every part of the world.” — Mitra Urich
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MUSEUM
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

history now,” 
Saunders said, 
moving straight 
into the current 
installations at 
the museum. 
“It’s a balancing 
act — what we 

choose to put out on display and for how long. We 
try to be mindful of different cultures in the world, 
different point of views, greater gender balance, 
the viewing height of a piece and what our faculty 
and students need for their classes.”

The Middlebury College Museum of Art team 
including Saunders, curator Jason Vrooman and 
designer Ken Pohlman spearheaded the re-install. 

Vrooman is credited with the multi-voice approach 
to the art labels (you know the little blurbs printed 
on the wall that describe a piece). 

“Historically, museums in the United States 
have prioritized art made by white men,” reads 
the museum’s website welcome to the newly 
installed permanent collection. “As a result, the 
important contributions of many artists have 
been absorbed, marginalized, overlooked or 
ignored… As the curators continue on the path 
toward greater equity in the collection and how it 
is displayed in the galleries, the quarterly rotation 
of photographs, prints, drawings and other light-
sensitive pieces will ensure that diverse artistic 
perspectives regularly refresh the narratives 
presented. To challenge a single, authoritative 
story of art further, each gallery dedicates space 
to a ‘Label Talk’ dialogue, where multiple people 
respond to a single work of art.”

Label Talk includes labels written by students and 
a QR code to scan and contribute your own or hear 
other’s thoughts.

The labels are not the only thing that’s changed. 
Yes, you’ll recognize pieces from the permanent 
collection, but by and large they are not in the 
same locations. The exhibits were arranged 
“thematically to highlight similarities as well as 
differences across cultures.”

Now moving Ancient Greek antiquities and 
centuries-old daguerreotypes, is not as simple as 
rearranging your living room furniture. Nope. This 
took the creative skills of Pohlman, who arranged 
(and rearranged, and rearranged the gallery) 
digitally until the team was satisfied with the layout.

The first floor of the museum hosts pieces owned 
by the college’s permanent collection, which has 
taken over 30 years to acquire. In total there are 
approximately 6,000 objects in the museum’s 
permanent collection, which are all catalogued 
in a searchable database, and now (at long last) 
a select 250 objects have been compiled into a 
hardcover handbook. 

“This was another thing we got done during the 

time we were closed,” Saunders said, thumbing 
through a galley copy of the handbook. “Usually a 
handbook like this would be organized from oldest 
to most recent, but we decided to go backwards 
and have the most recent pieces come first.”

The handbook chronicles every piece with 
descriptions by 76 different authors. The 
handbook will be available for purchase soon, 
“at a price that people can afford,” 
Saunders added. “We want to celebrate 
the collection that we’ve been able 
to build for Middlebury. Most of the 
pieces are purchases, not gifts, which 
enables us to keep with the quality of 
our academic initiatives.”

Heading up the winding stairs to the 
second floor of the Museum of Art, 
visitors will find two rotating exhibits that 
are on view through Aug. 7.

“Contemporary to Classical” features 
more than 40 works from the museum’s 
new permanent collection handbook. 
Objects range from modern to ancient 
and include prints, photographs, 
paintings and sculpture. 

“Into the Screen: Digital Art from 
teamLab” highlights a singular 
immersive digital experience by 
teamLab and the traditional 17th to 20th 
century screens and prints that inspired 
it. Founded in 2001 by Toshiyuki Inoko, 
teamLab is a Tokyo-based collaboration 
of more than 500 designers, engineers 
and technologists with a shared mission 
to integrate art, technology and nature. 

“We will be working to get people back 
into the museum,” Saunders said. “It’s 
free, open to everyone and there’s 

parking right out the door.”

Beginning April 15, the museum will be open to all 
visitors, no reservations required. In accordance 
with current Middlebury College guidelines, masks 
are optional but encouraged.

For more info visit museum.middlebury.edu or call 
802-443-5007.

Visitors to the Middlebury College Museum of Art can explore the digital immersion “Into the Screen: Digital Art from 
teamLab” on the second floor of the gallery.  The exhibit will be on view through Aug. 7. PHOTO / JONATHAN BLAKE
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NEW RELEASE: PIANO JAM 5 (ODE TO KYGO) BY G.H. HAT

The word enigma is defined as “a person or 
thing that is mysterious, puzzling or difficult to 
understand.” It’s also an accurate description 
of an artist I’ve been fascinated with since he 
first hit the music scene back in 2016. G.H. Hat 
is a multi-genre producer, remixer, composer 
and performer. Over the years, he has strung 
together one of the most interesting and 
unpredictable bodies of work I’ve ever seen. 
He’s charted on Billboard multiple times 
for his pop/dance club/EDM music. He’s 
remixed and released a Gobsmacking 290 
classical compositions. Additionally, his EDM 
instrumentals have had a huge impact, and 
he’s essentially forged a new musical genre 
with his enthralling series of piano jams. 
As other reviewers have noted “G.H. Hat’s 
creative process has evolved into one of the 
most highly regarded sounds on the market” 
and “The way he utilizes the benefits of 

modern production software puts his skill on 
par with that of a classical composer.”

I recently was granted access to an advanced 
copy of G.H. Hat’s latest installment in his 
piano-jams series. The song is called “Piano 
Jam 5 (Ode to Kygo)” and I’m excited to share 
my thoughts with you about it here. 

“Piano Jam 5” is an instrumental that begins 
with a single kick drum and crash cymbal 
accompanied by a reversed piano chord that 
swells into a solitary bass line. The bass line 
delivers a tough and steady feeling while 
dashes of lead guitar and pick slides are 
sprinkled in. As one writer accurately put it 
while referring to G.H. Hat’s music, “It’s almost 
impossible to listen… and not feel energized 
after.” Additionally, we hear a descending 
piano melody that shimmers and mingles 

with the bass and guitar. G.H. then picks 
up the pace by adding percussive synth 
notes that both increase the energy of the 
song and expand the song’s sonic pallet. As 
the percussive synth notes move forward, 
the guitar and piano elements are further 
expanded creating a compelling shape and 
texture in the music. 

For the next section of the song, the 
percussive synth drops out and a buzzing yet 
smooth-sounding synth melody is introduced. 
A sweeping EQ filter is added to the synth 
melody. The filter starts by introducing 
only low frequencies and then gradually 
introduces the frequencies giving the music 
an exciting rising feeling. Guitar and bass 
dance around the synth while the music 
builds and then releases into a melancholy 
piano melody. Here the percussive synth 
sounds make another appearance creating an 
interesting contrast to the sad piano melody 
with an upbeat and positive feeling. This sort 
of depth and irony runs through so much of 
G.H. Hat’s music and I’m sure has a lot to do 
with why one writer said, “G.H. Hat… is on his 
way to becoming one of the most anticipatory 
acts in the EDM arena.” 

G.H. Hat is a marvel in that he transitions 
from classical to EDM, to pop music with 
seemingly no effort. He exploded onto 
Billboard’s Dance Club chart with his first and 
second pop/dance club/EDM songs and, 
from what I’m hearing, a third pop song is on 
the way. A dance club newcomer, he glided 
onto the dance club charts outperforming 
and charting higher than songs by such icons 
as Justin Bieber, Drake, David Guetta and 
Cardi B. Yes, as I first said he’s an enigma. But, 
in the meantime, “Piano Jam 5” offers more 
than enough enjoyment to keep his listeners 
entertained. All this leads me to concur with 
the words of one writer when he said, “My 
guess is that years from now when the world 
looks back on this era in music, it’s likely they 
won’t remember any EDM artists as strongly 
as they’ll remember G.H. Hat.” 

If you’d like to learn more about G.H. Hat you 
can find him on Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter. If you’d like to listen to Piano Jam 5 or 
any of G.H. Hat’s other incredible music you 
can find it on Spotify, Apple Music, YouTube, 
and most any other place digital music is 
streamed or sold. 

MUSICR E V I E W Reviewed by 
RON POWERS
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SERIES IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, March 
31, noon, St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 
on the town green. Christopher McWilliams 
will be premiering a collection of his most 
recent keyboard solo works which he calls 
“Fitness.” During the concert, he will explain the 
connections between his pieces and a typical 
exercise routine one practices at the gym. 

GARDENING ROUNDTABLE AND SEED LIBRARY 
IN SALISBURY. Thursday, March 31, 7 p.m., 
Salisbury Free Public Library, 918 Maple St. Join 

local gardeners Kris Andrews and Christine 
Turner for an in-person general gardening 
discussion at the library. We will chat about 
planning your gardens and landscapes, starting 
seeds, and our free seed library.

FRIDAY, APRIL 1
DAVID FINCKEL AND WU HAN VIRTUAL 
CONCERT. Friday, April 1, 7:30 p.m. The 
Middlebury Performing Arts Series presents 
this virtual concert by cellist David Finckel 
and pianist Wu Han. In this video presentation, 
they invite us into their home for a French-
inspired program of cello sonatas by Saint-
Saëns and Franck. The concert includes special 

commentary by the artists and a surprise encore. 
Free and open to all, but tickets are required. The 
concert broadcast will remain available for 48 
hours. For tickets, health and safety protocols, 
and information, call 802-443-MIDD (6433) or go 
to middlebury.edu/arts.

SATURDAY, APRIL 2
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB TAM ADVENTURE 
IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, April 2, Trail Around 
Middlebury. Easy hike on the Trail Around 
Middlebury (TAM), 3-4 miles maximum, 1-2 
hours, minimal elevation gain. Depending 
on conditions, microspikes and poles 
recommended. Contact leader Liana Merrill 
(merrill.liana@gmail.com) to get details and 
register. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

ART RECEPTION IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, April 
2, 11-2:30 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. 
Come meet Alice Eckels, learn about her artistic 
vision, and hear about the pieces on exhibit at the 
library. Light refreshments will be served.

WOOD TURNING PRESENTATION IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, April 2, 2-4 p.m., 
Edgewater on the Green, 6 Merchants Row. As 
part of Edgewater’s “Tools of the Trade” April 
exhibit, artistic wood turner Tom Dunne will be 
showing slides of his turned wood vessels, talking 
about the work for the show and discussing past 
work and his evolution as a wood turner. A Q&A 
will follow. Free and open to all. More info at 802-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

picktop

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE MUSICAL 
THEATRE PRESENTS AN EVENING OF 
GIANTS, MERMAIDS, WITCHES AND 
WEREWOLVES... CHECK OUT “BIG FISH: 
A MUSICAL” ON THURSDAY, APRIL 7 AT 
TOWN HALL THEATER.
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MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.
MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, April 1

Through the Night — Public Affairs
 4 a.m. Green Mountain Care   
  (GMC) Board
 7:30 a.m Congregational Church
 10 a.m. Selectboard, VT State   
  House
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 6:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 7 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
Saturday, April 2

12 a.m.  GMC Board
10 a.m.  Selectboard, Press   
  Conferences
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 5:30 p.m. Eckankar
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Vermont State House 

Sunday, April 3
 5 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 9 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Energy Week
 11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 3:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition  
 4 p.m. Congregational Service

 6:30 p.m. Eckankar 

 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 a.m. Gov. Scott
Monday, April 4
 12 a.m. Cannabis Control Board   
  (CCB)
 8:30 a.m. Energy Week
 9:30 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 6 p.m. GMC Board
Tuesday, April 5
 12 a.m.  State House
 9:30 a.m. Eckankar
 10 a.m. Selectboard, State House
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
Wednesday, April 6
 4 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 4:30 a.m. Public Affairs
 7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 5 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Middlebury   
  Edition
Thursday, April 7
 5 a.m. Selectboard
 8 a.m. Congregational Service

 12 p.m. Selectboard, State House
 8 p.m. Energy Week
 9 p.m. Eckankar
 11 p.m. Gov. Scott

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, April 1

6 a.m.  First To Fall - Book Reading
7:11 a.m. Ryan Cochran Siegle
7:30 a.m. School Board Meetings
1:12 p.m. Senior Moments - Eric   
  Nielson
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 p.m. EEE Drivers Demographic  
  Change
 8 p.m.. Dr. John Campbell

Saturday, April 2 
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. Linus Owens - Post Racial  
  Post Mortems
 7:15 a.m. School Board Meetings
 12 p.m. EEE Drivers Demographic  
  Change
 1 p.m. Ryan Cochran Siegle
 1:15 p.m. Kids Yoga, Yoga

 2 p.m Vermont Bach Ensemble
 3:40 p.m. Linus Owens 
 4:45 p.m. Ryan Cochran Siegle

 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
 6:15 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
 8 p.m. Linus Owens 
 9:06 p.m. Vermont Bach Ensemble
 9:30 p.m. State Board of Education
Sunday, April  3
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. Ryan Cochran Siegle
 6:15 a.m. Gardening Tips for Extreme  
  Weather
 8:30 a.m. Growing Bright Futures
 11 a.m. Olli Spring Spirits 2022
 1 p.m. Senior Moments
 4:55 p.m. State Board of Education
Monday, April 4

 4 a.m. State Board of Education
 8 a.m. Kids Yoga, Yoga
1 0 a.m. The Crisis in Ukraine
 9:20 a.m. Growing Bright Futures
1 0 a.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
 12 p.m. Local School Boards
6:30 p.m. Charlie Nardozzi - Ecological  
  Gardening

Tuesday, April 5
 5 a.m. First To Fall - Book Reading

 6:30 a.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
 7:30 a.m. First Wednesdays
 12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 1 p.m. School Board Meetings

 6 p.m. The Artful World - Jazz   
  Festival 2021
 7:20 p.m. Growing Bright Futures
 8 p.m.  Fern Evolution
 9:30 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
Wednesday, April 6
 6 a.m. EEE - Education &   
  Enrichment for Everyone
 7 a.m. Yoga
 8 a.m. Senior Moments - Eric   
  Nielson
 12 p.m. Growing Bright Futures
 12:40 p.m. At The Ilsley 
 3:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 4:30 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
 5:30 p.m. Fern Evolution
 7 p.m. Charlie Nardozzi - Ecological  
  Gardening
 9:30 p.m. State Board of Education
Thursday, April 7

 6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 a.m. Yoga
 9 a.m. Nature & Gardening   
  Programs
 4 p.m. Authors & Poets
 5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 p.m. School Board Meetings

989-7419 or info@edgewatergallery-vt.com.

“RUTH STONE’S VAST LIBRARY OF THE FEMALE 
MIND” SCREENING AND GALLERY EXHIBIT IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, April 2, 6 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Nora Jacobson’s film 
chronicles Stone’s heroic life as a poet, mother, and 
teacher. The evening will provide a multi-media 
look at the life and work of the poet, including an 
opening reception at 6 p.m. with letter press art 
from the Ruth Stone House, a video from daughter 
Phoebe Stone, and other multi-media storytelling 
components. The film begins at 7 p.m., followed 
by Jacobson, Bianca Stone and Chard DeNiord. 
The evening benefits the Vermont Archive Movie 
Project (VAMP) and the Ruth Stone House. Tickets 
$25 plus applicable fees. 

SARAH KING IN LINCOLN. Saturday, April 2, 7:30 
p.m., Burnham Hall, 52 E. River Rd. The Ripton 
Community Coffee House in Lincoln presents 
New England Music Awards Songwriter of the 
Year Sarah King in a full band show. Tickets $15 
general admission/$20-$25 generous admission 
or pay what you can, available at rcch.org/tickets 
and at the door. Proof of vaccination required 
and masks except when eating. Streaming links 
and information rcch.org or 802-388-9782. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 3
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB WALK IN 
SHELBURNE. Sunday, April 3, Shelburne 
Farms. Rescheduled from Feb. 19. Afternoon 
walk of 4.5-5 miles on the Farm Trail from the 
Welcome Center at moderate pace with minimal 
elevation gain. Bring a snack or lunch, water, 
and dress for the weather in thermal layers. 
Bring traction devices for boots and hiking poles 
if you use them. Contact leader Ruth Penfield 
for the meeting time and to sign up at 802-
388-5407 or ruthpenfield@gmail.com. Limited 

to 12 participants. Possible carpooling from 
Middlebury. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN LEICESTER. 
Wednesday, April 6, Silver Lake. Easy to 
moderate 2.5 miles round trip. 711-foot elevation 
gain. Includes Lenny’s Lookout and Falls of 
Lana. Bring microspikes. Contact Morris Earle for 
information at morrisearle@gmail.com or 802-
734-0984.

THURSDAY, APRIL 7
THURSDAY NOON LENTEN SERIES IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, April 7, noon, St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, on the town green. 
George Matthew Jr., St. Stephen’s organist, 
will conclude this year’s concert series by 
performing his annual Orgelgebet (Organ 
Prayers) which tells the story of Holy Week 
through music. 

“BIG FISH: A MUSICAL” ON STAGE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, April 7, 7:30 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Join Middlebury 
College Musical Theatre for an evening with 
giants, mermaids, witches and werewolves for 
their production of the Broadway musical, “Big 
Fish!” Based on the best-selling novel by Daniel 
Wallace and Academy-award nominated film 
by Tim Burton, “Big Fish” tells the lavish story 
of Eddie Bloom, a small-town traveler with 
larger-than-life ambitions, and her laborious 
relationship with her adult son, Will Bloom. 
Tickets $10 adults/$5 students plus applicable 
fees, available at townhalltheater.org 

FRIDAY, APRIL 8
“BACK TO EDEN” STUDENT PLAY IN RIPTON. 

Friday, April 8, 7:30 p.m., Ripton Community 
House, Route 125.  The North Branch School 
will perform its annual theatrical production, 
a comedy-drama filled with music, conceived 
and written entirely by the students over the 
recent months. Current events work their way 
into the play as well, particularly the Russian war 
in Ukraine, and the climate crisis. Tickets  $10, 
with three dollars from every ticket sold going to 
refugee relief in Ukraine. Open to the public. For 
more info at 802-388-3269.

“BIG FISH: A MUSICAL” ON STAGE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, April 8, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. See April 7 listing.

SATURDAY, APRIL 9
“BACK TO EDEN” STUDENT PLAY IN RIPTON. 
Saturday, April 9, 7:30 p.m., Ripton Community 
House, Route 125. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 10
“BIG FISH: A MUSICAL” ON STAGE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, April 10, 7:30 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. See April 7 listing.

“POETIC UNITY,” A VIRTUAL PIANO PROGRAM. 
Sunday, April 10, 3 p.m., live stream via Facebook 
and YouTube. Acclaimed Burlington-based 
pianist Claire Black offers an intimate recitals 
in celebration of her return to Vermont, where 
she first launched her musical career. Program 
features Clara Schumann’s Soirees Musicales, 
Op. 6 and Variations on a Theme of Robert 
Schumann, Op. 20, Robert Schumann’s Fantasie 
in C Major, Op. 17, and Beethoven’s Sonata in 
E-flat Major, Op. 27 No. 1. Suggested donation 
adults $20/children $5, payable by cash, Venmo, 
or PayPal. Virtual concert links at bit.ly/3t1THzs 
(Facebook) and bit.ly/3s66j9A (YouTube).
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ne of the most versatile early spring 
vegetables to plant in Vermont is the 
pea. Sweet peas, snap peas, snow 
peas and shelling peas can all be 
easily grown in home gardens.

You have several varieties to 
choose from, including varieties 

bred especially for 
harvesting as shoots. 
All garden peas 
share the botanical 

name, Pisum sativum.

Although it’s still too early to plant outside, 
this is a good time to order seeds or buy them 
at your local garden center. Choose the type 
of pea you use most for cooking or snacking. 
Then browse the varieties to find one that best 
suits your preferences. Some features to look 
for are productivity, sweetness and growth 
habit.

Snow and snap peas both have edible pods. 
Snow peas are harvested when the pod is 
fairly flat with the peas just beginning to form. 
Some snow peas have a tough string along 
the edge that can be removed before eating.

Snap peas, or sugar snap peas, should remain 
on the vine until the pods are plump and peas 
are evident inside. These peas need to be 
harvested regularly as they can quickly over-

ripen, compromising the texture and flavor. 
If you miss a few when harvesting, leave the 
pods on the vine to mature fully and harvest 
when completely dry to plant the following 
year. 

Shelling peas, or English peas, do not have 
edible pods. When these peas are full size in 
the pod they are ready to harvest.

The peas will need to be removed from the 
pod before eating. This can be a tedious 
process but is worthwhile for the fresh, juicy 
peas. Make sure to add the empty pods to the 
compost pile as pea plants are an excellent 
source of nutrients.

All garden peas require the same 
considerations in the garden: ample sunlight, 
cooler temperatures and good drainage. You 
also may choose to use a soil inoculant when 
planting seeds. Inoculants, available at your 
local garden center, add beneficial microbes 
to the soil that aid in nutrient absorption.

Peas can be planted when the soil 
temperature is around 50 F, which for most 
places in Vermont is mid to late April. Once 
your garden soil is ready to work, prep your 
planting area by gently cultivating the soil. 

If amendments are needed, a bit of compost 
and inoculant will support healthy pea plants. 

Install a trellis, paying close attention to the 
anticipated height of the plant. This detail can 
be found on the seed packet.

Plant pea seeds according to the 
recommended depth and spacing on the seed 
packet. Some varieties will be ready to harvest 
in as few as 55 days. 

If your plants produce more than you can 
consume fresh, peas can easily be processed 
for freezing by following directions from the 
National Center for Home Food Preservation at 
nchfp.uga.edu. 

While we wait for the first signs of spring, try 
growing pea shoots in a sunny window. Plant 
pea seeds in potting soil, much more densely 
than you would in the garden. Lightly cover 
with soil and moisten with water.

In a few days, the seeds will germinate. In 
about two weeks, the seedlings will be 6-8 
inches tall and ready to harvest. Snip the 
shoots about an inch above the soil line. Rinse 
well. The pea shoots add a delicious, sweet 
crunch to salads and sandwiches. They also 
can be stir-fried. 

Get a jump start on your garden harvest this 
year, and give peas a chance. 

GARDENER
A S K  A  M A S T E R

W H Y  Y O U  S H O U L D  G I V E  P E A S  A  C H A N C E

Andrea Knepper is a 
UVM Extension Master 
Gardener from Bolton.

Pea shoots, snow peas, shelled sweet peas and sugar snap peas are all a good source of protein, vitamins and 
minerals.  PHOTO /ANDREA KNEPPER

ANDREA
 KNEPPER

BY

O

PLANT  
YOURSELF 

HERE.
Reach readers who 
are interested in all 

things gardening and 
advertise on this page. 

Contact us today.

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T.C O M
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EXHIBIT AND FILM EXPLORE POET RUTH STONE

On Saturday, April 2, the Vermont 
Archive Movie Project (VAMP) and 
the Ruth Stone House invite you to a 
benefi t to support both organizations, 
which will provide a multi-media look 
at the life and work of the poet Ruth 
Stone. 

Starting at 6 p.m., join a reception at 
Town Hall Theater’s Jackson Gallery 
in Middlebury, featuring letter press 
art from the Ruth Stone House and 
information about their mission and 
activities. Art, books and media will be 
available for purchase from the Vermont 
Folk Life Center, fi lmmaker Nora 
Jacobson, and the Ruth Stone House.

At 7 p.m., enjoy the powerful 
documentary “Ruth Stone’s Vast Library 
of the Female Mind,” directed by Nora 
Jacobson from Off  the Grid Productions. 

Stone was a promising young poet, 
living an idyllic life with her beloved 
husband Walter Stone, a poet and 
professor when he died unexpectedly 

by suicide in 1959. Already a published 
poet with one book out titled “In 
An Iridescent Time” at the time of 
Walter’s death, Ruth found a way to 
continue writing while raising her 
three young daughters and teaching 
at various universities around the 
country as an itinerant poet. Jacobson’s 
fi lm “Ruth Stone’s Vast Library of the 
Female Mind” chronicles Stone’s heroic 
life story as a poet, mother and teacher 
in an hour-and-17-minute long fi lm that 
leaves its viewers inspired, enlightened, 
entertained and uplifted. A visually 
beautiful fi lm as well, this fi lm captures 
the rural grist of Stone’s heroic career, 
leaving no question as to why she has 
become both a Vermont and national 
treasure.

The fi lm will be followed by a Q&A 
with Jacobson, Bianca Stone and Chard 
DeNiord. 

Tickets cost $25 and are available at 
townhalltheater.org, by calling 802-382-
9222 or at the door.

exhibits
more

APRIL EXHIBITS AND A GALLERY 
PRESENTATION BY ARTISTIC 
WOOD TURNER

Edgewater Galleries in Middlebury continue to 
exhibit “Tools of the Trade,” a group exhibition 
featuring Tom Dunne, Kate Gridley, Duncan 
Johnson and Peter Kirkiles. This exhibit will be 
on view through April 26 at Edgewater Gallery 
on the Green, 6 Merchant’s Row. Accompanying 
this exhibit is a free gallery presentation with Tom 
Dunne on Saturday, April 2, from 2-4 p.m. 

Artistic wood turner Dunne’s presentation will 
show slides and discuss the body of work that 
he created for this exhibition. He’ll also give an 
explanation of woodturning techniques and 
answer questions about his process. 

Coming up in mid-April, Edgewater Gallery at the 
Falls, at 1 Mill Street, will feature a solo exhibition 
of new works by Hannah Bureau, called “Open 
Air.” This exhibit will be on view April 15-June 1.

For more information edgewatergallery.com, 
email info@edgewatergallery-vt.com or call 802-
989-7419.

ARTO N  E X H I B I T

“Vessel #21-109” by Tom Dunne.

LET’S GO OUT

(802) 388-4944
ads@addisonindependent.com

We rely on advertising support to bring you all the details about the best 
things to do in Addison County. Help us support them. Shop local.

Help support us by supporting our advertisers!

ARTS+LEISURE
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ACROSS
 1. Hillsides
 6. A way to ingest
 9. Large number
13. Southeastern 
Minnesota city
14. Cronies
15. Having suffi  cient 
skill, knowledge
16. Supplements with 
diffi  culty
17. Former VP 
nominee Palin
18. Cambodian 
monetary unit
19. Where coaches 
work
21. Secret political 
clique
22. A type of lute
23. Tan
24. Empire State
25. Where golfers 
begin
28. For each

29. Muslim inhabitants 
of the Philippines
31. Bird genus
33. Popular Dave 
Matthews Band song
36. Domesticates
38. “Boardwalk 
Empire” actress 
Gretchen
39. Asian antelope
41. One who takes 
apart
44. Kin
45. Dresses
46. Says something 
about you (abbr.)
48. Doctor of 
Education
49. One quintillion 
bytes (abbr.)
51. Overcharge
52. Sailboats
54. Indian musical 
patterns
56. Predisposition to a 

condition
60. Share a common 
boundary with
61. Wide
62. Skin disease
63. Monetary unit of 
Samoa
64. Source of the Blue 
Nile
65. Instrument
66. Red deer
67. Unidentifi ed fl ying 
object
68. Bar or preclude

DOWN
 1. Flying insects
 2. Strong alcoholic 
spirit
 3. Old
 4. Moves in slowly
 5. Symbol for tin
 6. Having certain 
appendages
 7. Expression of 

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 14.

sorrow or pity
 8. Type of hormone 
(abbr.)
 9. One with an 
unjustifi ed mistrust
10. Hebrew calendar 
month
11. Pure
12. LSU football coach
14. Unbroken views
17. Fathers
20. Part of a race
21. Hairstyle
23. Fifth note of a 
major scale
25. Body art

26. Amounts of time
27. Designed chairs
29. Sensational 
dramatic piece
30. Arrangement of 
steps
32. Classifi es
34. Young child
35. Oh, no!
37. Astronomical 
period of about 18 
years
40. Not or
42. Poke fun at
43. Consisting of roots
47. “__ Humbug!”

49. A way to remove
50. A confusion of 
voices and other 
sounds
52. Keyed instrument
53. Varnishes
55. Unpleasantly 
sticky substance
56. Unable to hear
57. A short erect tail
58. Indicates interest
59. Flow or leak 
through
61. British thermal unit
65. Iron

s p o n s o r e d  byPuzzlesPuzzles PPet of et of the the WWeekeek
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PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website.
We may have a pet for you.

802-388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org

Chicken is a 12-year-old beagle mix 
who came to the shelter with her dog 
buddy, Fred.  She is a sweet, calm 
couch potato who likes to be snuggled 
into a warm place and hang out with 
her family. She is people-friendly, dog 
social, and good with kids.

Fred is a 7-year-old beagle mix who 
came to the shelter with his dog buddy, 
Chicken.  Fred has a moderate energy 
level best described as short bursts of 
energy quickly followed by a nap. He’s 
happy being curled up on a blanket and 
chilling out but will rise to the occasion 
of an outing. He’s people-friendly, dog 
social, and good with kids.

Lee is a 9-year-old beagle mix with 
so many great qualities. She is social, 
wiggly, friendly to people, kids, and 
other dogs, and loves to play!

Apricot is an affectionate 2-year-old 
who loves to explore her surroundings 
and climb to the highest point of the 
cat tree. She also likes being in the 
outdoor enclosed cat patio in nice 
weather. Apricot is playful, talkative, 
and wants to be in your lap as the 
center of your attention. She gets 
along with other cats.

Fairy is a gorgeous girl who makes the 
cutest noises. She loves to play with 
wand toys (surprise, surprise!) and 
loves affection. Fairy does well with 
other cats.

Mopsy is super soft and LOVES head 
scratches. He is a curious bunny and 
would like to say hello every single 
time you walk by his cage. He enjoys 
having lots of time in a playpen or 
bigger play area to stretch his legs and 
have zoomies. Mopsy loves to chew on 
things, climb, jump, run and play with 
toys. He might be a little bit nervous 
when he first meets you, but when he 
settles into your routine, he will melt 
your heart!

Proud to help you provide quality care for all of your pets,
we know your animal companions are a central part of your life! 

PET FOOD
Quality Brands Including:

ASK ABOUT OURPet Food ClubEarn rewards for your purchases!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
338 Exchange Street, Middlebury

388-4937 • www.MiddleburyAgway.com
Mon - Fri 8-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sundays 9-4

Open 
7 days

Join our email list
 for preferred

customer savings!

TOYS &
TREATS

SELF SERVEAccessories
 & Grooming 

Supplies
Leashes • Harnesses 
Collars • Clothing 

Food Dishes 
Storage Bins 

 Beds & Baskets
Brushes, shampoos, skin treatment, ointments to keep your

pets’ coats healthy and problem free!
Kennels, Dog Houses & Carrying Cases
Come in and check the variety we have in stock!

   Large & Small Animal Products
    • Feed • Supplements • Training & Grooming Supplies
    • Cages, Foods, Treats & Bedding 
    • Bird food, toys and cages
    • Basics for fish, too!

Everything you need for pet support!

Feeders,
 Seed & Suet, 

Houses & 
Accessories.

Wild Bird 
Supplies

YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™   •  www.middleburyagway.com

Think of Agway when you think of your pets!

ets are 
valued 
members 
of many 
families, and 
their owners 
typically do 
everything 

they can to ensure their 
furry friends live as 
comfortably as possible.

Care becomes even more 
important as pets get 
older. Just like people, 
aging pets may eat less 
and sleep more. They may 
have reduced stamina 
and even experience 
stiff ness when getting up 
from sleep. Certain pets 
may experience failing 
eyesight, hearing loss and/
or incontinence. Senior 
animals might need a little 
extra help as they age. 
These tips can help.

Visit the vet more often
Senior pets may need to see 
the vet more frequently than 
they used to. Pets typically 
visit the vet every year. 
Senior pets may require two 
visits per year. Speak with a 
veterinarian about how often 
your aging pet should come 
in for checkups. Checkups 
can help identify illnesses 
earlier and ensure any aches 
and pains are addressed 
immediately.

Invest in comfort devices
Pets may need items 
that can accommodate 
aches and pains or other 
conditions. For example, 
aging pets may benefi t from 
a high quality orthopedic 
pet bed. Pet strollers and 
raised food bowls also can 
make aging pets’ lives a 
little more comfortable.

Address mobility issues 
Aging pets may need help 
getting around. Non-skid 
carpet runners in high-traffi  c 
areas can help pets walk 
around securely. Steps or 
ramps can make it easier to 
get on or off  beds or in and 
out of vehicles.

Install doggie doors
Senior pets may need to 
relieve themselves more 
frequently. A doggy door 
can allow for faster access 
to the outdoors. Similarly, 
a litter box with a lower 
opening makes it easier for 
aging cats to use the litter 
box.

Ensure protection against 
the elements
Aging pets may feel 
the weather more than 
younger pets. They may 
need sweaters and coats 
or booties to protect their 
paws from the snow and 

ice. Cooling or heating 
mats may improve comfort 
indoors.

Help the animal lose 
weight
Pets should maintain a 
healthy body weight, which 
can relieve pressure on 
joints and reduce risk for 
certain illnesses, including 
diffi  culty breathing and skin 
irritations. Speak with a 
veterinarian about the right 
foods and types of exercise 
for your pet to keep its 
weight in check.

— MetroCreative

How to make aging pets more comfortable

P
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This is your chance to own this meticulously maintained historic city home. 
This charming 4 BDR, 2 BA house is only minutes from schools, shopping and 
entertainment. While there have been many updates, you will be impressed with 
the beautiful vintage woodwork and built in hutch. Enjoy sunsets from your front 

porch swing on warm summer nights. There is plenty of 
space in the back yard for gardening and cook outs. You will 
enjoy the warmth from the pellet stove during cool winter 
weather. The basement off ers a great space for a workshop 
or craft room. This well-loved home is the perfect place to 
set down roots in the heart of Rutland City.

12 ROBERTS AVE. RUTLAND CITY

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Historic Home with Vintage Woodwork

$215,000

This week’s property is managed by Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices.  More info at www.vtregroup.com.
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ARIES: March 21-April 20. Enhanced feelings 
of determination motivate you this week, Aries. 
You will be able to wrap up projects that you’ve 
thus far been unable to 
fi nish. You will be able 
to handle anything.

TAURUS: April 21-May 
21. The end of the tunnel 
isn’t as far away as it 
may seem right now, 
Taurus. Take one step at 
a time and you will fi nd 
out that the culmination 
of something 
challenging is near.

GEMINI: May 22-
June 21. Think about 
making some plans for 
a getaway or a short 
vacation this week, 
Gemini. You likely can 
use the break and 
change of scenery. Use 
this as an opportunity to 
rest and refocus. 

CANCER: June 22-July 
22. Cancer, try not to 
be too judgmental of 
others, especially as it 
pertains to a project at 
work. Be open-minded 
to other ideas and value 
another’s perspective.

LEO: July 23-Aug. 23. 
Leo, friends will come 
to you seeking advice 
or simply looking for a 
patient person to lend 
an ear. Give them all the 
time they need to share 
their thoughts.

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 
22. Getting through the week shouldn’t be too 
much of a problem for you, Virgo. A second wind 
of energy may come your way and you will have 
the determination to get the job done.

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23. When a project 
presents itself you don’t want to pass on it, Libra. 
Do your due diligence. Now is not the time for 

shortcuts or to rush 
through anything.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-
Nov. 22. There’s a good 
chance you will feel 
positive and upbeat 
for most of the week, 
Scorpio. Make the most 
of this good mood and 
catch up with friends 
and loved ones.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23-Dec. 21. Sagittarius, 
don’t underestimate 
your ability to be 
resourceful when a 
problem lands in your 
lap. You will fi nd the 
answers to get through 
it.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22-Jan. 20. Try not to 
let one obstacle get 
you down, Capricorn. 
You will have plenty of 
other opportunities to 
redeem yourself and 
fi nd success in the task 
at hand.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21-
Feb. 18. Aquarius, it 
can be easy to fall into 
a rut, but by daring to 
be diff erent you may 
gain a new perspective 
on things you never 
imagined. Try a new 
style and embrace the 
change.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 20. Resist feeling self-
conscious about some of your choices, Pisces. If 
you believe in yourself, others will start to fl ock 
to your side.

Cosmic ForecastCosmic Forecast

M-F 10-5, Saturday 9:30-4 and Closed SundayM-F 10-5, Saturday 9:30-4 and Closed Sunday

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Limited Time

Gift Bundle
With Purchase!

Offer valid
March 1-31, 2022

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

In the depths In the depths 
of winter, of winter, 

we’ve got a we’ve got a 
little spring!little spring!

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Spring has sprung!
Time to cast on a

warm weather knit!
Tue.-Thurs 11am-5pm

Fri-Sat. 10am-5pm

MARCH 31 — Chloe Zhao, fi lm director (40)
APRIL 1 — Toshiro Mifune, actor (d)
APRIL 2 — Charlemagne, king of the Franks (d)
APRIL 3 — Dev Patel, actor (32)

APRIL 4 — Marguerite Duras, writer (d)
APRIL 5 — Elena Ferrante, novelist (79) 
APRIL 6 — Raphael, Renaissance painter and 
architect (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 15

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

NORTHERN DAUGHTERS FINE ART GALLERY
221 Main Street, Vergennes — by appointment only.
Visit northerndaughters.com or call 802-877-2173 
for more info.

“Life in the Valley.” A solo exhibit of new work from 
Hannah Sessions that brings her viewers into sacred 
moments of life in rural Vermont. There is a beautiful 
depth in values and distinct movement in this emotive 
body of work. On view March 15-April 30.

SPARROW ART SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury. 
Visit sparrowartsupply.com for more info. 

“Nice to Meet You,” is the Grand Opening Party exhibit 
for Sparrow Art Supply. This juried showcase features 
work by over 40 local artists across all mediums. Enjoy 
complimentary refreshments and check out the new 
space on Friday, March 11, from 4-7 p.m. The exhibit will 
remain on view through April 24.

PHOTOPLACE GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury. 
Visit photos@photoplacegallery.com or call (802) 388-
4500 for more info.

“The Magic of Light.” This exhibit was juried and 
curated by Ann Jastrab. Artists responded to the 
call for images whose success rests in the  quality 
of the light — harsh or diff use, bright or dim, natural 
or artifi cial — their subjects made magic by the light 
that falls on them. Thirty-fi ve images were selected 
for exhibition in the gallery and 40 more for the 
digital gallery. On view through March 26. Up next: 
“Botanical” — opening March 31.

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center Street, Brandon. 
Visit brandonartistsguild.org or call (802) 247-4956 for 
more info.

“Vermont’s Villages,” will highlight what it’s like to 
work and play in Vermont’s villages. BAG members 
will share their perspectives on historic architecture, 
mountain views, delightful village greens, and local 
festivities through a variety of mediums from painting 
to photography to fi ber arts. On view March 4-April 1.

EDGEWATER GALLERY AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more information.

“Time and Memory,” featuring work by Alexis Serio. 
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject  to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended which makes it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, sexual orientation, or persons receiving public 
assistance, or an intention to make any such preference, limitation or discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly accept any advertisement for real estate which 
is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised 
in this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.  To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

estatereal

nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Sharon Brown | Community Lender | NMLS #491713

Email Christy to fi nd out how. Christy@addisonindependent.com
Add your piece! Add your piece! Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

s o l u t i o n s March 31, 2022

Puzzle
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

March 31, 2022

PuzzlePuzzle

Christy Lynn Irena Pavlin

Tom Van SantJenna Hunsinger

CALL THE ADDY INDY TEAM TO 
SEE WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!

SPRING INTO THE MARKET ON 
OUR WEEKLY REAL ESTATE PAGE. 

ADVERTISE
WITH US

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M  

8 0 2 - 3 8 8 - 4 9 4 4
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

BRANDON  NEW LISTING!
15 PEARL STREET
MLS #4901997 | $415,000
5 BD | 3.5 BA | 2965 SF | 0.40 ACRES

C. 1835 Historic home in the heart of 
Brandon. Wide pine fl oors, natural 
woodwork and several built-ins. Fully 
remodeled kitchen (with a cook’s 
dream for a pantry!). Level lawn, and 
sidewalks to the center of town.

BRANDON  NEW LISTING!
1366 ARNOLD DISTRICT ROAD
MLS #4902030| $995,000
4 BD | 4.5 BA | 4894 SF | 10.40 AC

Antique timbers frame the great 
room with a grand fl oor to ceiling 
brick and stone fi replace with 
wood storage and Heartland cook 
stove. Wide pine fl oors, beautifully 
crafted plaster walls, hand-painted 
mural and interior wood shutters all 
contribute to a perfectly patina-d 
nostalgia. Carefully sited then 
exquisitely crafted in 1999, this 
“Old Orchard House” was created 
with modern day conveniences, 
effi ciencies and practicality and 
yet appears as though it has been 
around for generations. A stone 
patio in the rear overlooks your own 
pond with a glimpse of the Taconic 
Mountains. Full, partially fi nished 
basement offers many options.

MIDDLEBURY  NEW LISTING!
141 WEYBRIDGE STREET
MLS #4902125 | $450,000
3 BD | 2 BA | 1822 SF | 0.33 AC

Easy living in a great community. 
Open concept fl oor plan with 
everything you need on the main 
level. Plenty of cabinets and counter 
space in the kitchen. Original 
brick hearth now equipped with a 
propane insert. Primary bedroom 
has walk-in closet, double sinks and 
a door to the back deck. Large and 
open basement accessed from the 
home, and from the two-car tandem 
garage. The fully fenced backyard 
will be appreciated by your dog (with 
her own doggy door on the back side 
of the home). Laundry/storage room. 
An easy walk to all parts of downtown 
Middlebury with Middlebury College’s 
campus at the end of the block.

Serio uses a horizon line 
as a foothold to suggest 
the landscape but from 
there she describes her 
abstract compositions as 
visual perceptions of time, 
and memory. On view for 
the month of March.

EDGEWATER GALLERY ON THE GREEN
6 Merchant’s Row, Middlebury

“Tools of the Trade,” a group exhibition featuring Tom 
Dunne, Kate Gridley, Duncan Johnson and Peter Kirkiles. 
This exhibit honors the process of crafting fi ne art, the 
tools themselves that make the work possible and the 
beauty of the fi nished product. On view March 18- April 26.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART
72 Porter Field Road, Middlebury.
Visit museum.middlebury.edu/exhibitions or call (802) 443-
5007 to make your free reservations.

“Contemporary to Classical: Highlights from the New 
Collection Handbook,” featuring more than 40 works 
from the museum’s new permanent collection handbook. 
Objects range from modern to ancient and include 
prints, photographs, paintings, and sculpture. Among 
the artists represented are Derrick Adams, Banksy, Judy 
Chicago, Robert Gober, Fairfi eld Porter, Medardo Rosso, 
Anna Stanchi, Paul Strand, Edmund de Waal, and William 
Zorach. On view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

“Into the Screen: Digital Art from teamLab.” Founded 
in 2001 by Toshiyuki Inoko, teamLab is a Tokyo-based 
collaboration of more than 500 designers, engineers, 
and technologists with a shared mission to integrate 
art, technology, and nature. This exhibition highlights a 
singular immersive digital experience by teamLab and 
the traditional 17th- to 20th-century screens and prints 
that inspired it. On view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM
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 Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Vermont Realty Group

32 Merchants Row, Middlebury, VT
802-388-9836  •  www.vtregroup.com

Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

NEWNEW
LISTINGLISTING

BRANDON, VT MLS#4900780 $229,000
Located in the heart of Brandon, this historic village duplex has three levels. Each unit 
includes a living room, dining room, kitchen, and bathroom on main floor, plus two 
bedrooms on the second floor. The finished basement has a washer/dryer and bonus 
room with access to the back deck.

LINCOLN, VT MLS#4899528 $499,000
This 3 BDR, 3 BA home sits on twelve beautiful acres on a quiet country road in the 
mountains of Lincoln. The house includes a large attached two car garage, a full 
basement equipped with an automatic generator, a carport on the other side of the 
garage, and a large storage shed outback.

BENSON, VT MLS#4890811 $799,000
Glamorous 3BD, 3BA house with horse run-in and nearly 70 acres on 500’ of Lake 
Champlain shoreline! 4000 SF home includes in-law apartment, wraparound porch, 
and easy one-level living. Great property for hunting, fishing, hiking, birding, and 
watching wildlife.

SUDBURY, VT MLS#4892914 $599,000
This quintessential Vermont farm includes a 13-room farmhouse, dairy barn, 
pole barn, wood shop, sawmill and other outbuildings. Sited on 68 acres of land, 
including a hill top meadow, with amazing Adirondack views and a pond.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Vermont Realty Group

CORNWALL, VT MLS#4899857 $1,250,000
This 3 BDR, 3 BA home sits on 18 acres of beautifully landscaped grounds. The 
home’s warm and inviting layout welcomes you to an open living area with wood 
floors, cathedral ceilings and walls of windows that fill the home with light, a gas 
stove adds ambiance on those chilly nights

NEWNEW
LISTINGLISTING

SALISBURY, VT MLS#4902355 $250,000
Authentic log home with vaulted wood ceiling, sky lights, and rugged stone fireplace. 
The large 2-car garage provides work and storage space, while the open-bay 
outbuilding will house toys—big and small. Close to East Middlebury, National 
Forest, SnowBowl, Rikert Nordic Center, and Lake Dunmore.

SPRINGSPRING

802-388-4944
ads@addisonindependent.com

Spring into the market. Find 
your home, realtor, lender 
and/or next buyer in our 
weekly real estate pages. 

Interested in advertising in 
this section? Give us a call and 
we’ll help you connect with 
Addison County homebuyers, 
sellers and professionals.
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MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT | (802) 458-8999  

BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR IN-HOUSE FINANCING.

• KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGN
• INSTALLATION

• TUBS, TOILETS, FAUCETS, ETC
• PROJECT MANAGEMENT

• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
• HARDWARE & MORE!

EGG-CELLENT SELECTIONS
h�  �  � er �  see � r

ACCOMMODATE YOUR 
FAMILY AND FESTIVITIES!

CONTACT US TODAY AND 
WE’LL SHOW YOU HOW 
ACCESSIBLE YOUR DREAM 
KITCHEN CAN BE!

EGG-CELLENT SELECTIONS
h�  �  � er �  see � r

EGG-CELLENT SELECTIONS
h�  �  � er �  see � r

EGG-CELLENT SELECTIONS



Addison Independent, Thursday, March 31, 2022 — PAGE 3C

By JOHN FLOWERS
ADDISON COUNTY — A 

sustained boom in home sales has 
seen many homeowners eschew 
minor or cosmetic renovations 
to enhance the value of their 
abodes, and instead focus on major 
overhauls or rebuilds to either 
capitalize on the current market or 
enhance their investment.

That’s the way it’s looking 
right now in the county’s sizzling 
housing market, according to some 
local professionals who sell, build 
or fix homes for a living.

“I see very few remodel asks 
that aren’t very close to a full 
gut,” said Sean Flynn, president 
of New Haven’s Silver Maple 
Construction. “Right now the 
market is so hot, people are just 
buying houses they can get… and 
then making them their own.

“We don’t get the call for a 
smaller project as much as we used 
to,” he added.

When people are pursuing 
renovations these 
days, they’re going 
beyond basic or 
cosmetic, Flynn 
said last week.

“The reality is 
that we’ve gone 
probably, at this 
point, 85-90% 
new construction,” 
he said. “What 
I’m seeing is 
people doing 
full tear-downs, 
or new property 
a c q u i s i t i o n s 
and building 
homes, more than 
renovations.”

Flynn has been 
fielding another 
major home improvement request 
of late: Energy upgrades.

“People are finally starting 
to come along on that. It’s a 
rare occasion that we don’t see 
the introduction of solar panels 
and often battery backup being 
introduced into housing now,” he 
said. “There are more and more 
homeowners who are trying to 
move away from fossil fuel use. 
We’re seeing air-source heat pumps 

SEAN FLYNN, PRESIDENT of New Haven’s Silver Maple Construction, has seen large home makeovers come to the fore as homeowners eschew 
smaller updates to improve the value of their homes.

and in the higher price range of 
$600,000-$700,000 — Ryan said 
sellers shouldn’t fret too much 
about updating their homes.

“Frankly, we’re finding that the 
buyers in today’s market have a 
little more tolerance for the neglect 
of some of those improvements 
over time,” she said. “So a buyer 

might say, ‘I don’t 
care that the kitchen 
hasn’t been updated 
because this is the 
house I want, it’s the 
only one available 
and it suits most 
of my needs. I will 
update the kitchen 
after I get in, or do 
it later.’”

U p p e r - r a n g e 
homes in the 
Middlebury area 
continue to be 
highly sought after, 
Ryan said.

“We had one a couple of weeks 
ago that was in the $600,000 range 
that had 11 offers,” she said. “So 
we’re seeing in some cases that 

Home improvement projects get bigger
Some see the scope 
of jobs has grown

AMEY RYAN

finally starting to catch up from a 
technology standpoint, where they 
seem to be working in our climate. 
People are making those changes 
and abandoning fossil fuels, in 
many cases.”

Homeowners are still asking for 
certain rooms to be updated — but 
on a grander scale.

“We’re doing a ton of the usual 
things — kitchen upgrades and 
remodels,” Flynn said. “But almost 
all of those have grown in scope. 

They rarely involve 
‘take these cabinets 
out and put these 
new ones in.’ It’s 
almost always a 
small addition, or 
something along 
those lines.”

Flynn, when 
c o u n s e l i n g 
p r o s p e c t i v e 
customers on the 
value of renovations, 
used to talk in terms 
of a 10-year return 
on investment.

“I would say, ‘The 
good news is you 
get to enjoy what 
you’ve done while 
you’re waiting for 

that investment to recoup,’” he 
recalled.

But the current hot housing 
market has changed that thinking, 
according to Flynn. Improvements 
pay for themselves much more 
quickly.

“That delta in value is so much 
greater now that people can do 
more and still expect a return on 
investment,” he said. “We’re seeing 
houses that frankly were valued at 

$225,000 a year ago selling for 
$415,000 right now. And that’s the 
‘entry-level’ house now.”

Upgrades can indeed pay great 
dividends and substantially change 
the asking price for a home, Flynn 
noted.

“If you put $100,000 into what 
was a $250,000 home, is it now 
worth $600,000 
instead of $415,000? 
Probably,” he said. 
“I don’t know how 
long that will last, 
but that’s the take-
home message for 
us. We’re seeing 
incredible value 
locked up in existing 
home stock.”

And if you haven’t 
already booked a 
contractor for your 
home renovation, 
you might have 
to wait awhile. 
Silver Maple — one of the larger 
contractors in the county — is 
booked into 2024, though slots are 
still available.

“The calls keep coming,” Flynn 
said. “Our growth and reputation 
aren’t hurting, but it doesn’t change 
the fact that there are so many more 
people interested.”

Silver Maple has enough work 
lined up right now to warrant 
the hiring of four more project 
managers and the same number of 
highly skilled carpenters, according 
to Flynn.

“Right now, the only barrier for 
us — and I think for everyone — 
to doing more is the person-power 
available in the market to execute 
with, both on the carpentry and 
project management sides,” he 
said. “It’s a real challenge for all 
of us.”
HOT HOUSING MARKET

But if you’re lucky enough to nail 
down a contractor and your home 
is well situated, you will likely be 
rewarded — especially if you’re 
looking for a quick sale, according 
to Amey Ryan, broker/owner of IPJ 
Real Estate in Middlebury. 

“People have got the bee in 
their bonnet to get here,” she said, 
alluding to the ongoing, pandemic-
related crush of urban-dwellers 
seeking a foothold in rural Vermont.

If you’re looking to sell — and 
your home is in a great location 

(See Housing market, Page 4C)

VERMONT — Energy 
efficiency is the gift that keeps on 
giving, and Efficiency Vermont 
encourages Vermonters to treat 
themselves to some savings.

Dozens of energy efficiency 
advocates around the nation are 
collaborating to raise awareness 
of the vital role energy efficiency 
plays in helping consumers save 
money, protect the environment, 
and improve the comfort of their 
homes, workplaces, and public 
spaces. 

For its part, Efficiency 
Vermont is offering free energy 
savings kits to qualifying 
customers to encourage them to 
take a few simple steps to begin 
reducing their 
energy use, their 
bills, and their 
carbon footprint. 

M a n y 
customers find 
the prospect of 
reducing their 
home’s carbon 
footprint to be 
a daunting task, 
and struggle to 
know where to 
begin. For these 
customers, a free 
Energy Savings 
Kit can make 
taking the next 
step simple and 
easy. Each kit 
includes easy-
to-install LED 
lights and water 
saving devices. 
Free kits, available for a limited 
time, can be ordered at www.
efficiencyvermont.com/kits by 
customers who haven’t already 
received one.

“Reducing our homes’ 
carbon footprint doesn’t happen 
overnight — it’s a journey 
of many steps,” said Carol 
Weston, director of Efficiency 
Vermont. “The most important 
step is the first one, and we 
hope Vermonters will start their 
journey by taking advantage of 

our free Energy Savings Kit.”
In addition to ordering an 

Energy Savings Kit, there are 
other simple steps Vermonters 
can take to improve their 
home’s energy efficiency and 
lower carbon emissions:

• Seal up air leaks around 
places like windows, doors, the 
attic, basement, and foundation.

• Clean dust and dirt from 
around your refrigerator filter 
and bathroom fans.

• Unplug electronics and 
small appliances when not in 
use, or purchase an Advanced 
Power Strip.

• When your household 
appliances or electronics need 

to be replaced, 
shop for the most 
energy efficient 
models within 
your budget by 
looking for the 
Energy Star logo 
first.

• Research 
b i g g e r 
investments now 
(like getting 
a heat pump, 
replacing a 
water heater, or 
w e a t h e r i z i n g 
your home) so 
you’re ready if 
your equipment 
u n e x p e c t e d l y 
fails, or when the 
time comes to 
upgrade.

For more 
ideas and advice, visit www.
efficiencyvermont.com and 
check out “How To” guides on 
the Blog. Efficiency Vermont 
customer support experts are 
also available by calling 1-888-
921-5990. They can answer 
questions, provide advice, and 
connect customers to incentives 
and other resources to support 
Vermonters ready to take their 
next step toward a low-carbon 
future. 

Free energy kits help
you take some steps toward

a low-carbon future

“Reducing 
our homes’ 

carbon footprint 
doesn’t happen 
overnight — it’s a 
journey of many 
steps. The most 
important step is 
the first one, and we 
hope Vermonters 
will start their 
journey by taking 
advantage of our 
free Energy Savings 
Kit.”

— Carol Weston, 
director of 

Efficiency Vermont

“It’s a rare 
occasion that 

we don’t see the 
introduction of solar 
panels and often 
battery backup 
being introduced 
into housing now. 
There are more and 
more homeowners 
who are trying to 
move away from 
fossil fuel use.”

— Sean Flynn of Silver 
Maple Construction

“If the paint 
on the walls 

is all marred or 
multi-colored, it 
doesn’t show well 
in photographs or if 
it’s a bold personal 
choice, we say, 
‘Just paint it.’”

— Amey Ryan, 
broker/owner

of IPJ Real Estate

KEEPING YOUR HOME COMFORTABLE ALL YEAR LONG
If you’re building or renovating, work with the #1 plumbing and heating professionals.

We put our heart into every project, from new construction to renovations and maintenance/repair.
Offering sales and installation of high-efficiency Heat Pumps.

PLUMBING & HEATING
(802) 453-2325 

125 Monkton Rd. Bristol VT
PLUMBING • HEATING • A/C

HEAT PUMPS • WATER SYSTEMS
cvplumbingheating.com

FUEL DELIVERY
(802) 388-4975

185 Exchange St., Middlebury VT
K1 KEROSENE • FUEL OIL 

GASOLINE • DIESEL 
champlainvalleyfuels.com

Open daily 8am-5pm  |  802-453-5382 

2638 Ethan Allen Hwy.  |  New Haven, VT 05472

greenhavengardensandnursery.com

Opening April 11
with all of your garden

and landscape essentials!
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Water Softening:
Culligan’s Water Softeners work to get rid of hard water-causing minerals, removing scale and 
build up over time. Hard water symptoms to look for include:

Water Filtration: 
For over 80 years, Culligan’s water filtration systems have improved water quality for thousands 
of families worldwide. Culligan’s Under the Sink Filtration and Whole House Filtration systems 
can both remove common contaminants* like:  

 

Water Dispensing:
Culligan water dispensers make it convenient, easy and affordable to always have 
access to cleaner, better-tasting water on tap. Whether you’re in your 
home or office, stylish coolers in compact sizes make it refreshingly 
simple to get cleaner and tastier water. Never worry about 
installation or maintenance, just set a delivery schedule that 
works for you and let your local Culligan Water Expert take 
care of the rest!

Your local Culligan Water dealer is your area’s water 
expert. Call us to schedule a free water test and let us 
recommend which products will benefit you and your 
family the most!

Culligan Water  •    Colchester, VT  •  www.culligan4u.com  802-865-0000

• Water spots on your glasses 
• Hard crust around faucets or drains 
• Skin feels dry or irritated after showering 
• Cloudy ice cubes

• Iron (rust stains in your tub)       
• Sulfur (rotten egg-like smell)  
• Harmful chemicals  
• Sediment (floating sand-like particles in your water)

*Contaminants may not be in your water.

there are still competitive situations 
with the higher-priced properties, 
and maybe fewer with the lower 
prices.”

On the other hand, Ryan alluded 
to a $375,000 home that came on 
the market in Middlebury last week 
that had numerous showings, but 
generated only a few offers. She 
attributed that fact to the paucity 
of rental housing in our area; in 
other words, people targeting 
less expensive homes can’t find 
temporary accommodations in 
the area while they search for 
permanent digs.

“So some of those people who 
would otherwise be buying those 
entry level $200,000-$400,00 
houses just aren’t here,” she 
explained. “And it’s hard for them 
to get here if they’re experiencing 
similar conditions in their own 
market — which is to say that if 
they own a house somewhere else, 

they’re all afraid of putting their 
house on the market, because it 
will sell quickly, and if they don’t 
have anything under contract here, 
there’s no interim 
housing option in 
this area.”

Some folks are 
finding it tougher 
to get their homes 
to the market — 
particularly those 
requiring substantial 
fixes.

“We have some 
people thinking, 
‘Should I take 
advantage of this 
market, and if not, 
what should I do 
in the meantime?’ 
Ryan said. “A lot of it sometimes 
depends on the price range of the 
house people are in. In some of the 
lower price ranges, you have buyers 
more likely to get bank financing; 

there are certain things to focus 
on that could be requirements of 
a loan. For example, if you have 
a failing roof and you have a 

subsidized loan, the 
lifespan of whatever 
is left of the roof 
may come under 
scrutiny during an 
appraisal process. 
In some of those 
cases, we would say, 
‘You should focus 
on getting your 
house in a place of 
financeability, so 
that when you do put 
it on the market, you 
don’t run into any of 
those hurdles.”

In today’s 
competitive market, prospective 
sellers should probably be more 
mindful about installing new 
carpeting and touching up paint 
jobs, as opposed to installing new 

heating systems, Ryan noted. 
First impressions made during a 
showing are important.

“If the paint on the walls is all 
marred or multi-colored, it doesn’t 
show well in photographs or if 
it’s a bold personal choice, we 
say, ‘Just paint it.’ That way the 
buyers don’t walk through and say, 
‘Oh, I have to replace the carpet,’ 
or ‘I have to paint this or replace 
that,’” Ryan said. “When you’re 
buying a 20-year-old house, you’re 
sort of expecting a 20-year-old 
boiler. I think as long as it meets 
someone’s expectations and you 
price it accordingly for market 
conditions, you should be able to 
get away with not (replacing the 
boiler). What you want to do is 
make the house appealing for the 
first walk-through and work out 
some of those other details later.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

“If you put 
$100,000 

into what was a 
$250,000 home, 
is it now worth 
$600,000 instead 
of $415,000? 
Probably, I don’t 
know how long 
that will last.”
— Sean Flynn of Silver 

Maple Construction

Housing market
(Continued from Page 3C)

VERMONT — Capstone 
Community Action this month 
launched GreenSavingSmart, a 
new service connecting financial 
coaching with energy savings 
for low- and moderate-income 
Vermonters to ensure that a cleaner, 
greener Vermont is something 
everyone can be a part of.

Vermonters face multiple 
barriers to accessing and affording 
heating, transportation and 
home energy improvements. 
Understanding the complexity of 
programs, eligibility criteria, and 
incentives can be an overwhelming 
experience. GreenSavingSmart 
provides a pathway to access 
rebates, incentives, and services 
available — in order to realize cost 
savings and carbon reduction.

“The GreenSavingSmart 
program implements practical 
approaches to help more 
Vermonters access programs and 
services that use clean energy and 
save them money. The program 
moves our state forward on both 
climate action and greater equity,” 
noted Sen. Christopher Bray, 
D-Addison County, Chair of the 
Senate Committee on Natural 
Resources & Energy.

The new program is designed to 
guide eligible participants through 
Vermont’s services and programs 
provided by energy efficiency 
utilities, financial institutions, local 
utility companies, fuel providers, 
and others. This initiative, 
spearheaded by Capstone 
Community Action (Capstone) 
in Barre, will be delivered 
through the Vermont Community 
Action Partnership (VCAP), 
including BROC in Southwestern 
Vermont, Capstone in Central 
Vermont, Champlain Valley 
Office of Economic Opportunity 
(CVOEO) in Addison County 
and other parts of Northwestern 
Vermont, Northeast Kingdom 
Community Action (NEKCA), and 
Southeastern Vermont Community 
Action (SEVCA). This network 
comprises the largest anti-poverty 
organization in Vermont.

In one-on-one sessions, 
GreenSavingSmart coaches 
provide in-depth services to 

SEN.  CHRISTOPHER  BRAY

Service is linking energy 
efficiency & equity in Vt.

(See Equality, Page 5C)

create a road map for reaching 
financial and energy goals. Eligible 
program participants can attend 
a virtual webinar series with 
GreenSavingSmart coaches to 
explore credit building strategies, 
learn about energy efficiency, and 
consider small and large steps to 
reduce their carbon footprints. 

“Addressing barriers to 
financial and energy security with 
GreenSavingSmart is an exciting 
new element to the climate justice 
agenda for the Vermont Community 
Action Partnership,” said Sue 
Minter, Capstone’s executive 
director. “Expanding upon our 
mission of building ladders out 
of poverty, this program further 
champions that energy upgrades 
must be for everyone,” she said. 

Low- and moderate-income 
Vermonters spend more of their 
income on energy expenses than 
their higher income neighbors. This 
“energy burden,” a household’s 
energy expenses divide by its 
income, is at the heart of this energy 
inequity and presents a barrier for 
Vermont to meet its climate goals. 
According to the Energy Action 
Network’s (EAN) “Progress 
Report for Vermont” (2021), the 
average town energy burden ranges 
between 6% and 20% with a stark 

A dash of spring
A group of women at The Residence at Otter Creek made spring wreaths for their cottage doors in one of their weekly art classes this month. 

Mary Jane Washburn, left, Charlotte Birchmore, Ginger Fiskio, Deb DeVolder, and Mary Lou Bright will get to enjoy the bright colors every time 
they walk in their doors.

Photo courtesy of Courtney Allenson
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difference between low- and high-
income Vermonters. To illustrate, 
Vermonters making less than 
$27,800 a year have an average 
heating and electricity energy 
burden of 18% compared to the 
2.7% felt by those making over 
$118,000 per year.

Vermont’s older housing stock 
creates additional challenges to 
reducing Vermonters’ energy 
use. Weatherization is a first step 
in helping Vermonters reduce 
carbon emissions and energy 
bills. Transportation presents 
additional energy use challenges 
in rural Vermont, from long distant 

commuting, to the soaring cost 
of gas and maintaining aging 
vehicles. Coaches can connect 
Vermonters with critical programs 
such as MileageSmart, helping 
Vermonters upgrade from older gas 
vehicles to electric vehicles (EV), 
and help utilize rebates, tax credits, 
and utility company incentives that 
provide relief to personal budgets. 

The majority of funding for 
the GreenSavingSmart pilot 
program is provided by the State 
of Vermont, Senate Committee on 
Natural Resources, and is managed 
by the Department of Children 
and Families, Office of Economic 
Opportunity. Additional funds for 

outreach and client support have 
been donated by VSECU. 

“The work and mission of the 
GreenSavingSmart program aligns 
closely with our work to improve 
quality of life with financial 
wellbeing and environmental 
sustainability,” said Rob Miller, 
CEO of VSECU. “We are happy 
to provide support and work with 
clients alongside GSS coaches.”

To find out if you qualify, 
fill out an intake form or visit 
Capstone’s GreenSavingSmart 
site for more information: www.
greensavingsmart.org

Capstone Community Action 
was founded in 1965 and works 

to overcome poverty by serving 
people in crisis and creating 
economic opportunity for people 
and communities. Capstone’s 
programs include emergency 
food, heat assistance, housing 
counseling and homelessness 
intervention, savings and credit 
coaching, business counseling, 
workforce development, home 
weatherization, transportation 
access, and child and family 
development programs in Early 
Head Start/Head Start. It serves 
nearly 13,000 people through 
these programs each year. More 
information at www.capstonevt.
org.

Heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning systems, often called 
HVACs, are worth their weight 
in gold during the dog days of 
summer. Of course, such systems 
must be replaced from time to time. 
Learning to recognize the signs of 
a fading HVAC system can help 
homeowners replace their units 
before they cease working, saving 
everyone the uncomfortable ordeal 
of being stuck at home without 
cool air on hot summer days.

Weak air flow
An HVAC unit operating at peak 

capacity produces a strong flow of 
air through the vents of a home. The 
experts at Select Home Warranty 
note that when the air flow from 
the vent is weak, this could be a 
warning sign of a damaged AC 
compressor or blocked or damaged 
vents. Damaged vents might be 
replaceable, but issues with the AC 
unit might require a replacement. 
That’s especially so if the unit is 
old. 

Repairs might be possible, but 
it might be more cost-effective to 
replace an aging unit rather than 
commit to costly repairs. Check 
around to compare costs.

Excessive moisture around the 
unit

Excessive moisture around the 
HVAC unit may indicate that its 
refrigerant is leaking. In addition, 
large pools of water around the unit 
could contribute to mold growth 
and floor damage. Homeowners 
are urged to contact a qualified 
HVAC technician immediately if 
they notice any leakage or moisture 
issues around their units.

Interior temperature
If your home is not quite the 

respite from summer heat that it 
once was, despite the AC being 
on and running, then this could 
be indicative of a fading system 
that may need to be replaced. 
However, experts note that hot 
interior temperatures also may be 
indicative of clogged ductwork. 
Qualified HVAC technicians may 
be able to fix clogged ductwork 
without replacing the AC unit. If 
the issue persists even after ducts 
have been cleaned and unclogged, 
then consider new unit.

Foul odor
Sometimes the nose knows 

best when an AC unit needs to be 
replaced. Unusual odors emanating 
from the vents when the AC is on 
suggest that the unit is distributing 
mold or mildew throughout the 
home. The Florida-based heating, 
cooling, plumbing, and electrical 
experts at Cool Today note that 
a moldy or mildew-like smell 
coming from the vents could 
indicate a host of issues, including 
a dirty evaporator coil, a clogged 
drain line or leaky air ducts. Each 
of these issues can be fixed, but 
homeowners must weigh the cost 
of fixing them versus the cost of 
replacing an aging unit.

Come the dog days of 
summer, homeowners want a 
reliable AC unit to cool their 
homes. Recognizing signs of a 
malfunctioning AC unit is a good 
first step toward ensuring homes 
remain cool, relaxing respites from 
the heat this summer.

— Metro Creative

Signs HVAC could be fading

Metro Creative photo

Measure twice
A carpenter checks the distance between studs in a home being built in Addison County this winter. Vertical studs not only support walls and 

ceilings but also provide spaces that can be filled with insulation.
Independent photo/Steve James

16 Creek Rd, Middlebury  

 802-388-6054
Mon. - Fri. 7:15 am - 5:30 pm, Sat. 8 am - 3 pm

countrysidecarpetandpaint.com
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By EVAN BRASSELL
U.S. Census Bureau

The 2020 Census counted people 
where they were on April 1 of that 
year but it also counted where they 
were not.

The decennial census collects 
information on both vacant and 
occupied housing units and 2020 
Census data released show a decline 
in the national vacancy rate. The 
percent of housing units that were 
vacant went from 11.4% in 2010 to 
9.7% in 2020 but remained slightly 
higher than it was in 2000 (9.0%).

In Vermont the overall Housing 
Vacancy Rate was 18.7% in 
2020. Among the 14 counties in 
Vermont, Addison County had the 
12th-lowest housing vacancy rate 
at 14.3% — only Chittenden and 
Franklin counties were lower. 

Addison County added 625 
housing units between 2010 and 
2020, according to the Census 
Bureau, to bring its total number of 
housing units to 17,385. Addison 
County’s population in 2020 was 
pegged at 37,363.

These fluctuations nationwide 
reflect the timing and consequences 
of the housing crisis and Great 
Recession of the late 2000s. For 
many areas of the country, the 
economic downturn led to sharp 
vacancy rate increases between 
the 2000 Census and 2010 Census, 
followed by decreases between 
2010 and 2020 as housing markets 
recovered.

Housing units are classified 
as vacant if no one was living in 
them on Census Day (April 1) — 
unless the occupants are absent 
only temporarily, such as away on 
vacation, in the hospital for a short 
stay, or on a business trip.

They are also classified as vacant 
if they are temporarily occupied 
entirely by individuals who have 
a usual residence elsewhere at the 
time of enumeration such as beach 
houses rented to vacationers who 
have a usual residence elsewhere.

High Vacancy Rates in Some 
States

States with the highest vacancy 
rates in 2020 were Maine (21.2%), 
Vermont (18.7%), and Alaska 
(17.5%). Alaska was the only one 
of the three where housing vacancy 
increased over the last decade.

States that saw the greatest 
decline in their vacancy rates were 
located in the “Sunbelt,” which 
comprises most of the southern and 
southwestern states.

The states with the largest drop 
in vacancies from 2010 to 2020 
were Nevada (14.3% to 8.1%), 
Arizona (16.3% to 12.2%) and 
Florida (17.5% to 13.5%).

Each of these states also had 
a rate of growth in housing unit 
counts that was slightly above the 
national average and had some of 
the highest growth in occupied 
housing units in the country.

Not all areas, including the 
District of Columbia and Puerto 
Rico, saw a decrease in their 
vacancy rate from 2010.

Aside from Alaska, which had 
the nation’s third-highest vacancy 
rate and biggest increase (1.6 
percentage points), these states, or 
state equivalents, saw an increase 
in housing vacancy: North Dakota 
(1.5 percentage points); the District 
of Columbia (0.7 percentage 
points); Hawaii 
(0.3 percentage 
points); and 
Wyoming, Puerto 
Rico and Iowa (0.2 
percentage points).

While there were 
increases, many 
of these states had 
vacancy rates in 
2020 that were 
close to their 2000 
and 2010 rates, indicating that their 
vacancy rates remained relatively 
stable. Even in Alaska and North 
Dakota, the states with two of the 
largest increases, increases were 
much smaller than the sizeable 
vacancy rate decreases Nevada, 
Arizona and Florida experienced.

VACANCY DIFFERS
FOR METRO AREAS 

As the state-level trends 
illustrate, not all areas of the 
United States experienced the 
housing crisis, Great Recession 
and subsequent recovery, in the 
same way. Core Based Statistical 

Areas (CBSAs) — 
which comprise 
both metro and 
micro areas — 
show similar 
variations.

There are 939 
CBSAs in the 
United States and 
Puerto Rico, which 
vary in size and 
consist of unique 

combinations of counties with 
very specific economies.

For example, beach towns or 
ski resorts, such as Ocean City, 
N.J.; Kill Devil Hills, N.C.; and 
Breckenridge, Colo., have many 
housing units that are seasonal 
or vacation rentals. It is not 

surprising then to see these 
vacation destinations on the list of 
CBSAs with the highest vacancy 
rates, some over 50% (Table 1).
LOWER VACANC
 IN LARGE METROS

For the most part, the largest 
metropolitan areas had lower 
vacancy rates than the nation as 
a whole.

Among the 30 largest CBSAs, 
only four (Miami, Phoenix, 
Tampa and San Juan) had 
vacancy rates above the national 
rate of 9.7%. 

Conversely, the lowest vacancy 
rates among the 30 largest CBSAs 
appeared in Minneapolis (4.6%), 
Los Angeles (4.8%), Seattle 
(5.2%) and Portland (5.2%).

Among the largest 30 
metropolitan areas, all but one 
(San Juan) saw a decrease in 
vacancy rate.

Only 10 of the 100 largest 
CBSAs had increases in vacancy. 
Among the 100 smallest CBSAs, 
53 had increases. And 309 of the 

nation’s 939 CBSAs (including 
Puerto Rico) had increases.
HOUSING VACANCY
AND RECOVERY

As the nation recovered from 
the Great Recession and the 
housing crisis, housing vacancy 
rates declined from the highs 
recorded in the 2010 Census.

Most states and many metro 
areas saw their vacancy rates 
decrease between 2010 and 
2020. Surveys such as the 
Housing Vacancy Survey, 
American Community Survey 
and American Housing Survey 
provide additional detail on 
how the housing stock changed 
between 2010 and 2020 — and 
will provide critical information 
about how these trends evolve 
this decade.

Editor’s note: Evan Brassell 
is chief of the Housing Statistics 
Branch in the Census Bureau’s 
Social, Economic and Housing 
Statistics Division.

The house 
vacancy 
rate is high 
in Vermont

Head online to 
see interesting 

data visualizations 
on 2020 population 
housing data 
at tinyurl.com/
SeeHousingData.

* amounts range from $250-$500 depending on model purchased.

A purchase made with us for a Mitsubishi Cold Climate Heat Pump
from April 1st to May 15th will  qualify you to receive a Visa gift card!*

dennis@newtonerac.com • 802- 388 -1431
www.newtonerac.com
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Many components combine to 
define a home’s interior. Some 
homeowners may be partial to 
certain styles, such as ultra modern 
or farmhouse, while others may 
opt for a more traditional look that 
cannot necessarily be categorized 
as one style or another. Though 
many homeowners may spend 
considerable time 
and devote a lot of 
energy to making 
their home embody 
a certain style, those 
who aren’t willing to 
commit to a particular 
look can lean on one 
component to make 
a stylish statement all 
their own: paint.

Color can be 
a part of every 
homeowner’s design 
arsenal. Bold colors can be used 
to create a stunning accent wall, 
while homes with open concepts 
often utilize color to define rooms. 
Homeowners who want to revitalize 
their home interiors can do so with 
paint, and this approach doesn’t 
require homeowners to commit to a 
whole new design style. 

Though paint may seem simple 
to novices, homeowners who have 
painted home interiors in the past 
recognize how complicated the 

process of picking paint can be. 
Paint retailers have a seemingly 
endless swatch of paint colors 
to choose from, and before long 
homeowners heads may be spinning 
as they try to narrow down their 
options. The following tips can help 
homeowners pick the perfect paint 
for their home interiors.

• Take stock, and 
photographs, of your 
current furnishings. 
Many interior 
designers rely on 
a simple technique 
when recommending 
color schemes to 
their clients. Choose 
a standout color from 
existing furnishings, 
such as the dominant 
color from a 
patterned decorative 

pillow or piece of furniture, and 
then look for the same shade to 
paint the walls. A photograph of the 
item can be handy when visiting the 
paint store. 

• Lighten colors as you go up. 
The home renovation and design 
experts at HGTV recommend 
picking darker color values for 
the floor, medium color values for 
the walls and light values for the 
ceiling. This approach mimics the 
look of the great outdoors, where 

the ground tends to be darker than 
the trees, and the trees are darker 
than the blue sky.

• Use paint to create the vibe you 
want. The home renovation experts 
at “This Old House” note that colors 
evoke an emotional response. Cool 
colors like blue and green give off 
a relaxing vibe, which makes them 
ideal for bedrooms and bathrooms. 
Red is an intense color that can 
up the energy ante in any room, 
which can make it an option for 
homeowners who want to spark 
debate around their dinner tables.

• Give personal preference its 
place at the table. Though interior 
designers may have years of 
experience picking paint colors 
for a home and researchers may 
have determined how certain 
colors can be utilized to create a 
desired ambiance in a given room, 
ultimately homeowners are the ones 
who will be living in the home. 
So it’s important that homeowners 
pick colors they like for their home 
interiors.

Paint is a relatively inexpensive 
way to transform a room. 
Homeowners can rely on a 
combination of color strategies and 
their personal preferences as they 
try to decide which colors they want 
on their interior walls.

— Metro Creative
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How to pick the right paint color

Homeowners 
who want 

to revitalize their 
home interiors can 
do so with paint, 
and this approach 
doesn’t require 
homeowners to 
commit to a whole 
new design style. 

Going up!
A ladder on a roof under construction can be helpful to a builder, who can use it not only to secure 

themselves while installing a roof, but can also be used to hold materials or tools during the process.
Independent photo/Steve James

Soils Bulk/Bagged Mulches, Compost and Top Soil

Clothing

Pet Services Self-service dog wash... OPEN EVERYDAY!

Grills Your Weber Grilling Headquarters! 

Patios, Edging, Stone Walls

Washing your pet has never been easier!
All the supplies you need and 30+ Premium Food Brands.
We also make Pet I.D. Tags – custom engraved while you wait!  

Gas, charcoal and gas/charcoal combinati ons
FREE ASSEMBLY & PROPANE FILL-UP with any
Weber gas grill purchase!

ENJOY THE OUTDOORS!

Cow Pots, Jiff y Greenhouses, Jiff y Pots, Jiff y 
Pellet refi lls, grow plugs, grow lights, heat mats 
and a wide variety of seed starti ng soils.

Outf itti  ng acti ve families for all seasons.

Now Introducing: Carhartt  Footwear!

YOUR YARD, GARDEN and PET PLACE™      www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Propane tanks 
fi lled 7days 

a week!

Your yearʻround                                         headquarters

Choose from Agway, Botanical Interests, 
Cornucopia, High Mowing, Livingston, Pages 

Liberty Seeds, Renee s̒ Garden, Seed Savers 
Exchange, and Seedway.

● Miracle-Gro & Agway Top Soil
● Coast of Maine, Fox Farm and Black Gold Soils
● Pine, Natural Cedar & Hemlock Mulch in Bulk

Seeds Seed Starter Products

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
FARM & GARDEN

338 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT • 802-388-4937
 Monday - Friday 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

OPEN 7 DAYS

headquartersYour yearʻround                                         headquartersheadquarters

• Concrete Pavers • Wall Stones
• Edging • Stepping Stones
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By SCOTT FUNK
Today we are talking about 

pesticides. There is a lot of sound 
scientific evidence on why you and 
your yard are better off without 
pesticides. We aren’t going to get 
into that now. Our reasoning for 
stopping the spraying is simple: 
it’s poison. No matter how they 
explain it, whatever their promises, 
it doesn’t matter. The bottom line 
is that poison kills somewhat 
indiscriminately and a lot of what 
it kills make up the variety of 
creatures who will cause your 
habitat garden to 
buzz and bloom with 
delightful surprises. 
There is also the 
question of why you 
would want to spray 
poison where you 
and your family will 
be frolicking? But 
we won’t ask it here.

The problem with pesticides is 
their use assumes every bug is a bad 
bug. While there may be filterers, 
creepers and slitherers you like more 
than others, they all have a place in 
a healthy ecosystem, which is what 
you are creating in a habitat garden. 
There is no way of knowing who will 
drop into your yard and be killed by 
a recent spraying of toxic chemicals. 
Anyway, left to its own design, 
nature is pretty good at balancing 
things out over time. So, take the no-
poison pledge and encourage small 
visitors to your garden.

Our most surprising discovery 
thus far is a dog-faced cicada we 
found in a flowerpot on the back 
deck one summer. But our greatest 
pleasure is the dozens of fireflies 
who grace our yard in the early 
evenings of summer. When we look 
over to our neighbor’s yard, there is 
almost nothing but darkness, while 
we enjoy a fairyland twinkling in a 
pesticide-free garden.

This past summer we saw our 
first common garter snake since we 
moved in seven years ago. No doubt 
it was enticed here by an abundant 
food supply. Typically, they eat 
earthworms, amphibians, leeches, 
slugs, snails and insects, most of 
which common pesticides would 

have killed. Instead, nature has 
provided us with a safe, attractive 
alternative.

In our garden as we write this, 
winter is the time of the good 
intentions of seed catalogs with 
their promises of a more abundant, 
beautiful and purposeful garden. 
We try to look for native plants that 
are resistant to deer and attractive 
to pollinators. No, not all we buy is 
native or deer-safe, a lot is for color 
or variety, but buying pollinator-
friendly is easy. However, over the 
years we’ve found that waiting to 

shop local nurseries 
can offer less 
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t , 
better advice and 
native plants more 
likely to succeed in 
the Green Mountains 
of Vermont.

We are also 
making our plans for the coming 
seasons. This often means carrying 
over the unfinished plans from 
last year, but that’s OK. We don’t 
always get done what we want, 
but we always enjoy what we do. 
Here’s an example of what I mean. 
In the front, northwest corner of 
our yard we are trying to develop a 
colorful flower garden to welcome 
pollinators and people as they 
approach the property. The birds 
have planted two apple trees there. 
Although that’s not where we 
planned apple trees, that is where 
the two are growing while our 
plans adjust.

The winterberries, mountain ash 
and red-twig dogwoods contrast 
wonderfully against the snow and 
grey of winter. They don’t usually 
have so many berries by now, but 
the Bohemian waxwings didn’t 
come last fall. Usually, a nice little 
flock picks everything clean.

Creating our habitat garden 
starts with what we don’t do. 
First, we don’t mow everything. 
Instead, we let part of our acre go 
back to woods. Much of the edges 
of our place is thick with trees 
already, which is common in our 
neighborhood. The property on two 
sides has lovely, large, old cedar 
hedges. The back is deciduous and 

conifer trees. It all combines to 
give us privacy with a sense of the 
forest, as well as providing nesting 
areas.

Instead of clear-cutting the lawn, 
we mow where paths should be, 
but that can evolve. We let the 
paths develop based on where we 
walked or needed to be able to 
reach into flower beds, the dictates 
of the garden, and the paths of deer.

We no longer do compulsive 
weeding. Instead, we let a lot of 
what we aren’t sure about grow and 
develop. Paths and beds have to be 
adjusted as things come up. An 
example of this is rudbeckia, which 
spring up anywhere they choose 
and get to spread pretty much as 
they please. Sort of like golf, we 
play them where they land.

Of course, we continue to plant 
flowers, bushes and trees wherever 
they fit. But it is all a compromise 
between what we intend and what 
pops up (sort of like life). The trick 
is to be flexible and patient as some 
volunteers turn out more desirable 
than what had been intended. It’s 
forever a work in progress. What a 
perfect definition of a garden.

My problem with that is I can’t 
envision what it is supposed to be 
in the end. I prefer plans laid out 
in concrete, following them in spite 
of whatever happens to pop up. The 
chaos offends my sense of order. It 
affronts my German ancestry and 
exposes what will be a continuing 
challenge for me as I learn to adapt 
to habitat gardening.

Whose garden was it anyway, 
mine/ours or theirs? Well, it turns 
out to be theirs. That’s the very 
point of creating a habitat garden 
for pollinators, I am told. It’s a 
refuge. We are the caretakers, it’s 
been explained to me repeatedly. 
And I get it, for a while. The 
beauty and diversity thrills me. 
I enjoy making new discoveries, 
especially if they don’t diverge 
from the script.

So, like the garden. It appears 
I am a work in progress and the 
project of me has been going on for 
a very long time.

Editor’s note: Scott Funk reads, 
writes and gardens in Barre.

If the kitchen is the heart of 
the home, then the dining room 
may be akin to one of its arteries. 
The mood created in the kitchen 
spreads to the dining space 
where family and friends gather 
to eat and enjoy one another’s 
company.

Dining rooms can get lost in 
the home renovation shuffle, as 
many homeowners tend to focus 
on renovating kitchens and 
bathrooms instead. Homeowners 
do not have to invest a lot of 
money in renovations to give 
their dining spaces awe-inspiring 
makeovers. Here’s how to do so 
on a budget.

• Lighten and brighten. Dining 
rooms were once very formal 
spaces. Dark woods, large 
pieces of furniture, over-the-top 
chandeliers, and other details 
could be found in many homes. 

But now that houses are being 
built with open floor plans, 
dining rooms can blend with 
other spaces, which have moved 
to lighter colored walls, flooring 
and furniture. A fresh coat of 
vibrant paint can work wonders 

and it doesn’t cost much. If you 
can’t remove a floor, cover it 
with a brightly colored area rug.

• Switch things up with 
slipcovers. Slipcovers can 
be changed each season to 
dramatically alter the look of a 
dining room for little investment. 
Slip covers also protect chairs 
and can be easily laundered after 
spills.

• Add floating shelving. 
Floating shelves provide much-
needed storage or display space 
without the need to invest in 
another piece of furniture. 
Depending on the shelving, 
they can work in modern design 
schemes or even farmhouse 
dining spaces.

• Clear out the clutter. It 
might be time to say “so long” 
to that large curio cabinet and 
the knickknacks within it. Curio 
and china cabinets used to be de 
rigueur, but plenty of people now 
prefer more open and airy dining 
rooms. For those who want to 
keep the cabinet, try decluttering 
inside to only include the very 
best display pieces and see if the 

cabinet can be refinished with 
paint or a lightly colored stain.

• Improve lighting. Make the 
chandelier the statement piece 
of the space. Go for a bold color 
or an innovative design. Then 
add accessories throughout the 
space that coordinate with the 
chandelier.

• Add bench seating. Those 
who need additional seating 
may not have to get entirely 
new furniture. Swap out some 
chairs for benches, which can 
fit a couple more guests than 
chairs.

• Create depth with color. 
HGTV says that using various 
shades of the same color in a 
space can add depth. Coordinate 
drapes, walls, seat fabrics and 
accessories for a cohesive 
design.

Renovating a dining 
room doesn’t require a large 
investment of time and money. 
A few simple steps can give 
dining spaces a whole new feel 
without busting homeowners’ 
budgets.

— Metro Creative

Goodbye pesticides;
it’s bugs’ landscape too

Dining room renovation ideas
Metro Creative photo

Made in the Shade!Made in the Shade!
Enjoy your yard and property more than ever this summer!

1410 Franklin St, Brandon, VT 05733
(802) 352-4280 Shop(802) 989-2615 Cell   |   northcountryawnings.com

Window Awnings (canvas) • Patio Covers
Retractable Awnings for windows or patios • Retractable Screens for windows or patios

Patio Enclosures and Screen Rooms • And many other quality shade products!

All retractable awnings and screens can be motorized
and accessorized with remote controls.

15 years in the awning 
business 25 years in welding 

& fabrication!

Locally owned
 Expertly installed

802-388-2019John D. Fuller  
Master Plumber

Serving Addison County  
since 1989 

• Repairs, renovations and new construction

•  Heating systems installed, cleaned  
and serviced

•  Water heaters and filtration systems  
installed & serviced

• Kitchen, bath fixtures and faucets installed

The problem with 
pesticides is 

their use assumes 
every bug is a bad 
bug. 
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Your home is your life, your comfort, and your security
Goodro Lumber Company in East Middlebury can help you make your home the best it can 
be! Inside or outside, we have the top name-brand products that make your home stand out 
and withstand the test of time.

• Doors by Therma Tru, Simpson and Lemieux
• Atlas Shingles
• Windows by Andersen, Simonton, Sierra Pacific
• DeWalt and Milwaukee tools
• Metal Roofing by Everlast, Metal Sales, and Ideal
• Insulation by Rockwool, Dow, and Owens Corning

Stop by today and see 
what Goodro Lumber can 

do for you!

Main Store and Lumberyard (802) 388-4195
388 Rt. 125, E Middlebury, VT

www.goodro-lumber.com
6:30-4:30 M-F

92nd
  A

nniversary
Anniversary

Brian Quigley, Kitchen & Bath Designer.  
Call or email him at:

brian@goodrolumber.net

VISIT GOODRO’S KITCHEN,
BATH & FLOORING CENTER

• Cabinetry and Counters
• Plumbing Fixtures
• Extensive Flooring

3255 Route 7 South, Middlebury, VT
www.goodro-lumber.com

6:30-4:30 M-F
Saturdays by appt.

(802) 388-0209
Fax: (802)989-7540

Do you still have an avocado 
green kitchen? Is your living room 
dank and dark? Perhaps there is 
only one bathroom for a family 
of six? Answering yes to any of 
these questions could serve as the 
catalyst for a home renovation 
project.

Home improvement projects 
come in all shapes and sizes — 
some with huge budgets and others 
that are more cost-conscious. 
Regardless of what homeowners 
hope to achieve with their 
renovations, a common goal across 
any price point is a desire to save 
as much money as possible. Home 
renovations can be expensive, but 
there are ways to cut costs.

• Do some prep work. You might 
be able to save by doing some of 
the demolition and preparatory 
work yourself. For example, you 
can tear up old carpeting before 
the installation of new tile floors. 
Perhaps you can mend and patch 
up walls before a paint job.

• Buy a display item. Former 
showroom kitchens and baths 
often are sourced at a fraction 
of their recommended retail 
prices. Retailers often update 

their displays and you may score 
existing showroom items at a 
discount.

• Refurbish existing features. 
Rather than a complete gut and 
rebuild, figure out where you can 
revitalize existing fixtures and 
more. For example, refinishing 
existing cabinets can save you up 
to 50% compared with the cost of 
new cabinetry, according to Angi 
(formerly Angie’s List), a cost 
comparison and business review 
resource.

• Choose midgrade materials. 
Certain materials may be all the 
rage but they come with a higher 
price tag. Angi reports that granite 
counters could be $60 to $100 per 
square foot. However, a composite 
or laminate that looks like granite 
and wears well may be $10 to 
$40 per square foot. Figure out 
where you can choose middle-of-
the-road materials for maximum 
value.

• Assess the merit of the project. 
Remodeling magazines annually 
publish cost vs. value stories that 
list the average cost and return 
on investment homeowners can 
expect of various types of projects. 

If you’re planning to sell your 
home soon, it may be best to focus 
on repairs and renovations that 
will generate the most substantial 
return on investment. 

• Hire a contractor. You may 
be able to do the small touch-ups 
yourself. But even avid do-it-
yourselfers can sometimes benefit 
from a contractor’s expertise, 
particularly for complex tasks. 
Don’t waste money by trying 
tough jobs yourself; rely on an 
experienced contractor who can 
get supplies for less money and 
will do the job right the first 
time. Compare bids from several 
different contractors and figure out 
the best value. 

• Avoid peak seasons. You’ll pay 
more to install a deck or a pool right 
before the outdoor entertaining 
season. There also may be a 
premium to get work done right 
before a major holiday. Therefore, 
consult the calendar to find an off 
time for a renovation and book it 
then to save.

Renovations can be expensive, 
but there are many different ways 
to cut costs.

— Metro Creative

Cut home renovation costs

Metro Creative photo

On the diagonal
Pine studs, which are conventionally 1.5 inches deep, are usually covered with drywall, wooden paneling 

or plaster. It’s easy to know where wall studs are during the construction phase, but once the wallboard is 
up a homeowner may need a stud finder to locate a stud in which to anchor a picture frame.

Independent photo/Steve James
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Professional Septic Installation Since 1982

PUMPING • MOUND AND CONVENTIONAL SYSTEM INSTALLATION
CERTIFIED PRESBY INSTALLATION • REPAIRS

LOCATING • CAMERA INSPECTIONS
TANK AND LEACH FIELD INSPECTIONS • ROOTER SERVICE

STEAM THAWING • FULL EXCAVATION SERVICE
Prompt friendly service • Family Owned & Operated

Office: 802-388-4529
truck cell: 802-236-7101
Route 7 • Middlebury, VT

802-388-4529

Keeping
Good Company 

Full Interior Design Service
Pam Carter & Chelsea Audy

kgcvt.com - design@kgcvt.com
802-877-3004
Vergennes, VT 

Just a few weeks ago we all 
could see pristine, snow-covered 
landscapes, which can be wonders 
to behold. While that blanket of 
white is idyllic, a lawn’s delicate 
blades may be paying a hefty 
price beneath the 
cold, heavy piles of 
snow. 

Snow plows 
push salt and sand 
up on the grass 
while subterranean 
animals like mice 
and moles dig 
burrows beneath 
piles of snow as 
they try to find food 
and stay warm. 
Such conditions 
are not favorable 
for thriving landscapes. When the 
spring thaw arrives, lawns may 
be in dire need of some TLC. The 
following techniques can mitigate 
winter-related lawn damage.

• Clear out debris. Remove any 
scattered leaves, branches and 
other debris that has been strewn 
across the property due to storms 

or snow-laden trees. This will 
give you a clean canvas to work 
on.

• Dry out snow mold. Snow 
mold is a cold-season fungus 
that causes gray-colored circles 

or patches on the 
lawn where there 
has been snow. 
To alleviate snow 
mold, rake the lawn 
to loosen matted 
grass and facilitate 
the drying-out 
process.

• De-thatch the 
lawn. Heavy snow 
can compress the 
grass and cause 
some of it to die off. 
De-thatching helps 

to remove dead grass blades and 
separate any matting. This enables 
water, nutrients and air to reach 
the lawn’s roots more effectively. 
Thinning out old organic matter 
also helps encourage new growth.

• Aerate the soil. Coupled with 
dethatching, aeration involves 
loosening the soil or poking holes 

to allow nutrients to move freely 
to the roots. 

• Kill weeds before they spread. 
Weeds may be the first to start 
growing when the weather begins 
to warm. Address them promptly 
by manually pulling them or 
applying an herbicide. 

• Overseed the lawn. Chances 
are there are some bare spots 
that have formed over the winter. 
Overseeding can help to fill in 
the lawn. Make sure that frosts 
are largely a thing of the past and 
soil temperature is around 50-60 
degrees F before seeding. Water 
daily until grass fills in.

• Apply nutrients if needed. 
Fertilizer and compost can restore 
nutrients to the lawn that might 
have been used up over winter. A 
soil test at a nearby horticultural 
center can tell you which nutrients 
are needed.

Lawns can be restored to their 
pre-winter glory after some sweat 
equity and about five to six weeks 
of consistent sunshine and warm 
weather.

— Metro Creative
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Revitalize your lawn after the winter

Snow plows push 
salt and sand 

up on the grass 
while subterranean 
animals like mice 
and moles dig 
burrows beneath 
piles of snow as 
they try to find food 
and stay warm. 

Big bang
After you set the nail with a couple taps of the hammer, you can draw the hammer back and strike the 

nail more firmly to drive it into a board. Hit the nail with a motion that will drive it straight into the wood so 
that the nail doesn’t bend.

Independent photo/Steve James
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CREATE AN OUTDOOR SPACE
UNDER AN AWNING BY INTEGRITY

Residential & Commercial
802-771-5892
intergrityawnings.com

Rene Paquette & Family

UNDER AN AWNING BY INTEGRITY

Rene Paquette & Family
260 Court St., Suite 4 • Middlebury, VT 05753  • 802.388.3559

M-F 10am - 5pm, Sat. 9:30am - 4pm, Closed Sunday 
middleburysewnvac.com

YourYour Source forSource forlocallocal

Sewing Accessories, Zippers,
Quilting Fabric and More

Vacuum Bags, Accessories,
Parts and More

Plus… a Service Department for all makes and models
of sewing machine and vacuum cleaners.

Vacuum Vacuum 
CleanersCleaners

Sewing Sewing 
MachinesMachines

The U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
has published the following list 
of programs and 
resources to help 
h o m e o w n e r s 
with home 
repairs and 
improvements. 
The list is 
published with 
web addresses here and with 
links directly to the web pages in 
the version of the list posted on 
addisonindependent.com 

2-1-1 Infoline - home 
improvement program 
information and loan referrals: 
vermont211.org

Champlain Housing Trust - 
home improvement loans for 
residents of Franklin, Grand 
Isle and Chittenden counties:  
getahome.org/home-repair-loans

Vermont Housing & 
Conservation Board - lead paint 
hazard control loans and grants:  
vhcb.org/our-programs/healthy-
lead-safe-homes

Habitat for Humanity - 
through volunteer labor, builds 
houses for families in need: 
habitat.org

Habitat for Humanity 
ReStores - discounted used 
and surplus building materials: 

h a b i t a t . o r g /
restores

R e b u i l d i n g 
Together Inc. 
- assists low-
income, elderly 
and disabled 
h o m e o w n e r s 

with home repairs 
rebuildingtogetherburlington.org

Veterans Affairs Regional 
Loan Center - loans and 
grants to qualifying veterans 
to adapt an existing dwelling 
to meet specific needs 
bene f i t s . va .gov /homeloans /
contact_rlc_info.asp

USDA Rural Development 
Office - home improvement 
loans and grants to low-income 
homeowners in rural areas 
rd.usda.gov/vt

Department of Health - lead 
poisoning prevention program 
tinyurl.com/VtLeadPoisoning

Make your home 
more energy efficient 
h u d . g o v / s t a t e s / v e r m o n t /
homeownership/energy

The Vermont Department of 
Health urges everyone living in 
older housing to seal in or get rid 
of old lead-based paint that may 
be coating walls, ceilings, window 
trim and other surfaces. 

There is no safe level of lead in 
the body. Lead can harm anyone, 
but babies, young children and 
pregnant women are at special 
risk. A child with lead poisoning 
doesn’t look or act sick, but lead 
can cause serious health problems.

Over 400 Vermont children have 
too much lead in their bodies. Have 
your doctor test at 1 and again at 2 
years of age. It’s the only way to 
know!

The Department of Health offers 
this lead poisoning prevention 

guidance for parents.
What is the major source of lead 
poisoning?

Dust from lead-based paint is 
the major source of lead poisoning 
among children. Children can be 
poisoned by lead in their own home, 
at child care or in a caretaker’s 
home. Any home built before 1978 
likely has lead-based paint in it. In 
1978, lead was banned from house 
paint, but about 70% of Vermont 
homes were built before 1978.

Over time, lead paint on 
surfaces crumbles into invisible 
dust—especially from opening 
and closing doors and windows—
that contaminates homes and 
soil. Even if the home has been 
repainted since 1978, the opening 

and closing of doors and windows 
can release lead dust from the 
original lead-based paint.

Lead can also come from your 
job or hobbies—such as auto body 
work, painting or scraping paint, 
making stained glass, or casting 
lead toys, sinkers or bullets. 
Home renovations can create lead 
dust that can harm children and 
pregnant women.
How can children come in 
contact with lead?

Babies and young children 
commonly come in contact with 
lead by swallowing it. Lead dust 
or soil clings to hands, toys and 
objects that children put in their 
mouths. They may eat, chew or 
suck on lead-painted objects—

such as windowsills, toys or 
furniture. Babies and young 
children are at highest risk because 
their developing bodies absorb 
lead more easily.
What are the health effects of 
lead poisoning in children?

The harm done by lead may 
never go away. Too much lead 
in the body, or lead poisoning, in 
children can:

• Hurt the brain, kidneys and 
nervous system

• Slow down growth and 
development

• Make it hard to learn
• Damage hearing and speech
• Cause behavior problems
Curious to learn how lead 

poisoning damages our brains? 

Watch this video
What are the health effects 
of lead poisoning in pregnant 
women and adults?

In pregnant women, lead can 
increase the risk of miscarriage 
and cause babies to be born too 
early, too small, or with learning 
or behavior problems.

In adults, lead can cause high 
blood pressure and result in 
decreased fertility in men.
Is there a way to be tested for 
lead?

We recommend that all children 
get tested for lead at ages 1 and 
2. Talk to your child’s health care 
provider about testing your child 
for lead through a blood test. 
Depending on the result, the health 

care provider may recommend 
additional testing.

If you work with lead, we 
recommend that you get a blood 
lead test and discuss the results 
with your health care provider.

If you are pregnant or 
breastfeeding, talk to your health 
care provider about whether you 
should be tested for lead.
What happens if my child has a 
high lead test result?

When the first test comes back at 
5 µg/dL (micrograms per deciliter) 
or higher, your child needs to have 
another test to confirm the high 
result. If the result of the second test 
is 5 µg/dL or higher, we will give 
you a call to talk about how your 

Get some home repair 
help in Vermont

Address lead paint in your old house; seal it in or take it out

(See Lead testing, Page 12C)

Tools of the trade
It helps to keep your tools and other things you will need on a job site in one place. Clamp light, electrical boxes, safety glasses, carpenter’s 

level — someone is probably getting ready to install some power outlets.
Independent photo/Steve James

Fine Home Building      •      Expert Renovations      •      Custom Woodworking
802.989.7677      46 River Road, New Haven, VT      SilverMapleConstruction.com
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Family Owned Since 1906

Manufactured locally
in Bristol, Vermont
QUALITY Kiln-dried 

Lumber
Hardwood

Mon-Fri 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(Closed Noon-12:30 for lunch) 

802-453-4884
www.vermontlumber.com

106 Andrew Johnson Dr., Bristol, Vt.

Friendly & Professional Service
Cash & Volume Discounts

ROUGH HARDWOODS
Maple • Oak • Birch • Cherry • Ash
Yellow Poplar • Walnut • Mahogany

Repairs & Remodeling • New Construction 
Furniture • Cabinets

Superior Quality and Great Prices!

Call for pricing and availability.

Heating  •  Plumbing  •  Air Conditioning 

Heat Pump Installation

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Pager Service  
M-F   7am - 4pm

24 Hour Emergency
 Repair Service

1786 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT  •  802- 388-2296

It’s Time It’s Time 
to schedule yourto schedule your

 Spring Clean and Tune! Spring Clean and Tune!  
When getting your home or camp ready for summer, 

call Plouffe’s to schedule a multi-point cleaning and tune
to guarantee your furnace and AC’s peak performance!

child may be coming in contact 
with lead and how to prevent it. We 
will send you information and can 
offer a home visit.
Is there information for refugees 
and New Americans?

If you are a refugee or New 
American, you and your children 
may have come in contact with 

lead before coming to the United 
States.

Lead is found in common 
products—such as amulets, 
trinkets, pottery and candy. It can 
also be in cosmetics like Thanakha, 
Surma, Kajal and Kohl, and in 
traditional remedies like Gaw Mo 
Dah. If you brought these items 
into the United States or get them 

from friends or family, you can ask 
the Department of Health if they 
are safe.

We recommend:
• Every child between six months 

and 16 years old get tested for lead 
when coming to the United States.

• One more test should be done 
three to six months later.

• All children are tested at ages 

1 and 2.
Your health care provider can 

test you or your family for lead or 
can tell you where to get one.
Where can you go online 
for more resources on lead 
poisoning and how to prevent it?

Head online to tinyurl.com/
VtLeadPoisoning.

Lead testing
(Continued from Page 11C)

Remodeling a kitchen adds value 
to a home. Remodeling Magazine’s 
“Cost vs. Value Report” indicates 
mid-range kitchen remodels cost 
about $66,000, and homeowners 
can expect to recover about 60 to 
80% of that cost at resale.

Homeowners may wonder if 
remodeling their kitchens is worth 
the investment. But homeowners 
should not just consider cost, but 
also the current conditions of 
their kitchens when deciding if a 
renovation project is the right move 
to make. These signs indicate it 
may be time to renovate a kitchen.

• Breakers are triggered: If the 
lights go dark from a tripped circuit 
breaker every time you try to 
microwave and run the toaster oven 
at the same time, your wiring is 
likely not up to the task of handling 
the workload and could be out of 
date. A kitchen remodel will assess 
wiring load needs and an electric 

overhaul may be necessary.
• Lack of storage: One of 

the biggest hassles homeowners 
encounter in their kitchens is a 
lack of storage 
space. If making 
a meal involves a 
Jenga-like stacking 
and rearranging 
of kitchen tools, 
or if an avalanche 
occurs whenever 
you search for an 
item, you might 
need more storage. 
A carefully planned 
redesign can achieve this, even in 
a smaller kitchen.

• Outdated appliances: Even 
if your appliances are not avocado 
green or mustard yellow relics 
of the 1970s, they might still 
need to be replaced. According to 
CRD Design, appliances are only 
expected to last around 10 to 15 

years. If appliances have become 
unsafe or energy hogs, it could be 
time for a remodel.

• Family is expanding (or 
s h r i n k i n g ) : 
Kitchens often 
are the heart of a 
home. They need 
to meet the needs 
of the family that 
resides in that 
home. A remodel 
can add space as 
needed. On the flip 
side, when a couple 
becomes empty 

nesters, kitchens can be redesigned 
and downsized to reflect their 
new needs and desires, such as 
the addition of a wine chiller or 
espresso station.

• Poor lighting: Task lighting 
is essential in a kitchen, but older 
homes may not be equipped with 
lighting where it’s most needed. 

A carefully designed remodel 
can improve lighting with under-
cabinet lights, pendants, overhead 
lighting, and even natural light to 
make the space attractive and more 
functional.

• Frequent run-ins: The notion 
that you can have too many cooks 
in the kitchen refers to having too 
many people trying to pitch in or 
offer their opinions. However, it 
also can apply to when too many 
people are gathering in a small 
space. Redesigning a kitchen can 
improve the efficiency of a space 
and make the room feel larger.

• Aesthetic appeal: Many 
kitchen remodels have been 
inspired by unsightly kitchens. 
Cosmetic changes can lead to big 
improvements. 

Kitchen renovations can add 
instant appeal and help address 
issues that tend to plague outdated 
rooms.

Kitchen updates can add value to your home
Metro Creative photo

One of the 
biggest hassles 

homeowners 
encounter in their 
kitchens is a lack 
of storage space.

Do you know the link between 
your home, radon and lung cancer?

Radon is a radioactive gas found 
in the soil. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, 
radon forms when the radioactive 
metals uranium, thorium or radium 
break down in rocks, soil and 
groundwater. People are constantly 
exposed to radon because it comes 
naturally from the earth. However, 
when that exposure exceeds certain 
levels, the consequences can be 
severe. 

How am I exposed to radon?
Many people are exposed to 

radon from breathing it in through 
the air that comes through cracks 
and gaps in buildings and homes. 
The CDC notes that, because 
it’s naturally occurring, radon is 
always present in the air. In many 
instances, radon is present at 
levels that are harmless. However, 
homeowners, building owners and 
business owners should have radon 
levels checked periodically to 
ensure that the levels present in the 
air are not posing a threat. Levels 
can change, and levels can vary 
from home to home. But the EPA 
notes that testing for radon is both 
inexpensive and easy.

Are radon and cancer connected?
According to the CDC, radon is 

the second leading cause of lung 
cancer after cigarette smoking. 
People who smoke and live in 
homes with high radon levels are 

You can’t see radon but 
it is real; take care of it

at an increased risk of developing 
lung cancer. In fact, estimates from 
the EPA and the U.S. Surgeon 
General’s Office suggest that 
radon causes more than 20,000 
lung cancer deaths each year in the 
United States. 

As radon is breathed in, 
radioactive particles from the gas 
can get trapped in the lungs. Over 
time, these particles increase a 
person’s risk for lung cancer.

But it’s not just smokers who are 
vulnerable to lung cancer caused 
by radon. Estimates from the EPA 
indicate that radon is the number 
one cause of lung cancer among 
non-smokers, causing about 2,900 
deaths each year in the United 
States among people who have 
never smoked.

Radon is a significant threat 
that can increase a person’s risk 
of lung cancer. Testing for radon 
and taking action when exposure is 
high can reduce your risk for lung 
cancer.

Radon is a colorless, odorless 
gas that forms naturally when 
radioactive elements, such as 
uranium, decay. These radioactive 
elements can be found in different 
amounts in soil and rock throughout 
the world — including in Vermont. 
Though radon is present outdoors 
and indoors, it is often present in 
such small amounts that it does 
not pose a threat to human health. 
However, the American Cancer 
Society notes that prolonged 
exposure to high levels of radon 
can lead to lung cancer. 

Building materials made from 
substances that contain radon also 
can lead to unhealthy levels of 

radon exposure. However, such 
substances, which include 

concrete and wallboard, 
often give off very low 

levels of radon.
— Metro 

Metro Creative photo
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: (802) 877-2661
205 Main Street, Vergennes • www.jackmanfuels.com

JACKMAN FUELS, INC.
Family-owned Local Business

Offering our customers:
LP Gas, Diesel,  Ultra-Low Sulfur, Heating Oil & Kerosene 

Home and Water Heating Equipment • Sales, Service, & Installations 
 Oil tank inspections and upgrades • 24 Hour emergency service available

Pre-buy and budget programs

Serving Addison and Chittenden Counties since 1945

Spring has sprung!
It’s time to schedule a spring cleaning and oil tank inspection!

Look out below!
A three-man crew from Sargent’s Tree Service of 

Lincoln early this month cleared about a dozen trees 
from around Marc and Casey McDonough’s home 
to allow more sunlight to reach newly installed solar 
panels on the roof of their house. The crew included 
Jack Nault (cutting a section off the top of a 
tree), business owner Brett Sargent (wearing 
sunglasses) and Brett’s son Shain Sargent 
(wearing red helmet).

Independent photos/Steve James
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Kittredge Land Surveying, PLLCKittredge Land Surveying, PLLC
Seth W. Kittredge, L.S.Seth W. Kittredge, L.S.

28 Thomas Circle  -  Vergennes, Vt. 05491
Phone: 802-870-7028  -  Cell: 802-989-1625

kittredgelandsurveying.com
info@kittredgelandsurverying.com

Boundary Retracement
Subdivisions

Boundary Line Adjustments
FEMA Flood Certifications

Replacement of Missing Corner Monuments
Vermont Land Records Research

  Expert Witness Services
Topographic/Site Surveys

Construction Layout

For over 30 years, Raymond Renovation & New Construction, LLC,
has established a solid reputation in Addison County as a dependable general contractor 

doing quality work in all phases of residential and light commercial carpentry – 
from new home construction to additions and remodeling. 

FULLY INSURED  •  FREE BIDS

Mark Raymond    raymondrenovationvt.com    Middlebury, VT    802-388-0742

  FRAMING

  PAINTING

  SIDING

  WINDOWS

  FINISHING

  SHEETROCKING 

  BUILT-INS

  CUSTOM SHOWERS                         

  CUSTOM MILLWORK

Clutter can be a major source of 
stress that affects how individuals 
feel about their spaces. Psychology 
Today indicates messy homes and 
workspaces can contribute to 
feelings of helplessness, anxiety 
and overwhelming stress. Clutter 
bombards the mind 
with excessive 
stimuli, makes 
it more difficult 
to relax and can 
constantly signal to 
the brain that work 
is never done.

Tackling messes 
no matter where 
they are lurking is 
not a one-time project. Much like 
losing weight and getting healthy, 
clearing a home of clutter requires 
dedication and lifestyle changes. 
With these organizational tips and 
tricks, anyone can work through 
their home room-by-room and 
conquer clutter.

Find a place for everything
Clutter creeps up as people 

accumulate possessions over 
the years. Over time, failure to 
regularly go through belongings 
and thin the herd can lead to the 

accumulation of clutter. But clutter 
also can accumulate if people 
fail to find a place to put items. 
Racks for garages, organizational 
systems for closets and furniture 
with storage capacity, such as 
storage ottomans, are some 

storage solutions 
that can help people 
find a place for their 
possessions. 

Use vertical space 
when possible

Getting items up 
and off the floor 
can maximize 
square footage in a 
home. Bookshelves, 

hanging wall shelves, hooks, 
cabinetry, built-ins, and other 
storage solutions that rely on 
walls and ceilings are simple 
and effective storage solutions. 
Unused space behind cabinet or 
closet doors are some additional 
places to store belongings. Hang 
razors or toothbrushes on medicine 
cabinet walls and curling irons 
and other hair tools on the interior 
of cabinet doors in bathrooms.

Create a coding system
Home offices can be some of 

the more disorganized rooms in a 
house simply due to the volume of 
electronics and paperwork within 
them. It has been suggested that 
using a color-coded system for 
important files can help you keep 
them organized. Label important 
items, whether they’re paper or 
digital files, in accordance with 
your system.

Put it away 
When you finish using an item, 

return it to its storage location. 
This eliminates piles of belongings 
strewn around the house — and 
hunting and pecking for missing 
things. If you can’t put it away 
immediately, have a few baskets 
on hand labeled for the different 
rooms in the house. Pop the items 
in the requisite baskets and then 
routinely take each basket around 
the house to return the items.

Investing in custom cabinetry 
and organizational systems also 
can help people organize their 
belongings. Tackle rooms such as 
the garage, basements, bedroom 
closets, and pantries, or those 
areas that tend to accumulate 
clutter the fastest.

— Metro Creative 

Old homes can be charming and 
contain architectural elements not 
often seen in many modern housing 
developments. But what older homes 
may have in design appeal, they may 
lack in updated features. 

While cosmetic changes are not 
necessarily difficult, one area of 
concern in historic homes — and 
sometimes even in houses built 
40 or 50 years ago — is archaic 
wiring. Wiring provides power to 
every room of the home. In today’s 
electronics-driven society, electricity 
that works is an essential component 
of daily life. Over time, wiring can 
be  compromised through simple 
aging, pest infiltration, weather, or 
other conditions. Deteriorated wiring 
can present a shock hazard and also 
a serious fire hazard, warn the home 
renovation experts. Furthermore, the 
home improvement site This Old 
House advises that the amperage of 
old wiring may not be able to meet 
the needs of the devices used in 
homes — overpowering the circuits. 
This can cause breaker blowouts and 
other problems, such as overheated 
wires that may spark and cause fires 
from within the wall. 

Organize & declutter room-by-room
Metro Creative photo

Metro Creative photo

Replace old wiring in old homes

Over time, failure 
to regularly go 

through belongings 
and thin the herd 
can lead to the 
accumulation of 
clutter.

Wiring often falls into the “out 
of sight, out of mind” category. 
Homeowners may make allowances 
for inadequate electrical systems, 
such as running extension cords 
or using multiplug connectors 
to increase their wiring capacity. 
However, they may not be diligently 
keeping on top of upgrades needed 
to stay safe. Confirming that a 
home’s electrical system is safe is a 
necessary part of home maintenance.

For those who haven’t already 
done so, schedule an inspection 
with a licensed electrician to go over 
the home’s wiring. He or she can 
determine if any areas pose a safety 
risk and/or do not conform to local 
code requirements and the National 
Electrical Code. Failure to meet 
code can lead to difficulty obtaining 
permits to make other home 
renovations, or difficulty selling a 
home later on.

The electrician can also go over 
improvements that can improve 
safety and function. Additional 
outlets, including GFCI outlets in 
kitchens and bathrooms, may be part 
of the plan, as well as rewiring a fuse 
box or circuit panel to allow for better 
flow of power around the house. 
Frayed wiring or underinsulated 
wiring also may need to be replaced. 

Owners of old homes should 
recognize possible electrical system 
dangers that require attention. Plus, 
considering electrical codes change 
quite frequently, it is always in a 
homeowner’s best interest to work 
with a qualified electrician to keep 
wiring inspected and up to date.

— Metro Creative  

More Service,

More Natural Organics

and More Results

with less pesticides
and chemicals than

other lawn care companies

Contact us today
for a safer, greener lawn.

(802) 652-4063
vtturfman@naturalawn.com

VT.NaturaLawn.comWe offer
Flea and 

Tick
Control!

All
Natural

Mosquito
Control!

Safer Lawn Care Naturally!
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The Industry’s Most Innovative, 
Intuitive Exterior Woodcare System.

$10 OFF A GALLON STORM STAIN SYSTEM ONLY!
Coupon valid until 5/7/22

1396 Rte 7 South
 Middlebury, VT      

 388-2500 
M- F 7:30-5:30, Sat. 8-1       

Don’t turn your life upside down  
to install costly ductwork!

802-453-2381 • Bristol, VT 05443 
www.jackmansinc.com

Take advantage of the Efficiency Vermont and GMP Rebate, along 
with the Mitsubishi Gift Card Promotion to install your Mitsubishi cold 
climate heat pump installation. Schedule your installation with Jackman’s 
of Bristol, your local Mitsubishi Diamond Dealer! Receive up to $500 Visa 
Card promotion and a 12 year warranty. Book your appointment today!

April 1 – May 15

REBATES UP TO 
$1,300

April 1 – May 15

Heat Pumps

Building Addison County community, one project at a time.Building Addison County community, one project at a time.

 smithmcclain.com  smithmcclain.com 
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802 . 453 . 2500 • BristolElectronicsVT.com

FREE ON-SITE EVALUATIONS

Homeowners Recommendations
We received quotes from Bristol Electronics and another well-

known Vermont solar company, and were pleasantly surprised that 
Bristol had the better price, and we preferred Bristol’s microinverter 
approach. Additionally, we were very pleased to learn that the 
panels and racking system were made in the USA with some 
components manufactured by a Vermont company.  On top of 
this, the folks at Bristol were such a pleasure to work with. We 
can’t remember a more pleasant experience when making a major 
investment. 

We had a variety of questions which they happily 
addressed. Their knowledgeable staff was well versed with 
applicable regulations and requirements, building codes and 
even wind loading concerns. They truly went out of their way to 
make sure we were educated on the system and pleased with the 
installation. 

This was a very rewarding experience which began with a goal 
of wanting to make our home fully renewably powered by working 
with a local team and culminated with meeting great members of 
our community, keeping our dollars local while also supporting 
other American renewable technology manufacturers. We found 
kindred spirits at BE and we can’t recommend them highly enough!

Megan Nedzinski and Joshua Faulkner – 
South Starksboro, VT

“We are loving our new 
heat pump - it’s like our 
house suddenly got bigger!  
The room has been warm 
even on recent cold nights 
- very impressive.”

 -Viveka Fox
and

Peter Macfarlane, 
Addison, VT

“Bristol Electronics makes it easy for you to go solar.
From the detailed, patient explanations, to the rebates, 

estimates and permits, Bristol Electronics takes care of it all. 
I obtained several quotes from various companies but it was 
Bristol Electronics who ultimately won my business with their 
friendly, approachable attitude and superior knowledge of the 
technology. When I began this project I was uneducated and 
apprehensive. Now I fi nd myself encouraging my friends and 
family to call Bristol Electronics for a free quote and explanation 
because I truly believe in their product and company. They are 
highly skilled and professional in every respect.

Stephen and his crew encouraged my children’s curiosity and 
made learning fun for them. Little things like making handprints 
in the cement of our solar system sparked talks about reducing 
your carbon footprint and how everyone can help, even 
children. The whole experience could not have been easier or 
better. Seeing the power meter run backwards is just icing on 
the cake.”

   Heather Shepard – Bristol

If you have been considering solar, heat pumps, or whole house batteries,
please give us a call to discuss your options.
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