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Finals drama
The Panther women’s hockey team 
overcame a worthy foe, twists and 
turns to win a title. See Page 1B.

Checking out
The retiring food co-op manager 
has seen a lot of change over 30 
years in grocery. See Page 17A.

College gets $25M to study conflict
New initiatives expected to have local & global impacts

Starksboro pursues 
exit from MAUSD

Sheldon Museum takes stock in its own future 

Auditor: State 
spending on  
health care is 
‘out of control’

Refrigerator 
key to local 
food supply

New VUHS 
principal 
has chops 
as a leader

Renovations, new hires to usher in new era for county’s history hub

HOPE’s food trailer 
to serve rural towns Chamberlin has 

classroom history
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(See Hoffer, Page 16A)
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By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — For decades, 

area low-income residents have 
made regular trips to the food 
shelf run by Helping Overcome 
Poverty’s Effects (HOPE) at 282 
Boardman St. in Middlebury when 
their own pantries were exhausted.

Now, thanks to a grant-funded 
refrigerator on wheels, HOPE will 

increasingly be 
able to bring 
food to hungry, 
transportation-
c h a l l e n g e d 
people — 
especially those 
in the rural 
fringes of the 
county who are 
h o m e b o u n d , 
frail and elderly.

And that’s 
not all. The 
144-cubic-foot 
(four feet by 
six feet) mobile 
r e f r i g e r a t i o n 

unit will also provide HOPE with 
extra, temporary storage space for 
food that must stay cold. This will 
come in super handy during the 
nonprofit’s gleaning efforts on area 
farms during the warmer months 
to ensure the harvest stays fresher 
longer. 

It’s on a trailer that can be 
hitched to the HOPE pickup truck 
and is endowed with a generator 
that ensures its cargo is maintained 
at a consistent temperature.

HOPE is believed to be the 

“Prices 
have gone 
up and 
packaging 
sizes have 
gotten 
smaller, 
so the 
food isn’t 
going as 
far.”

— Jeanne 
Montross

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — It took just six presentation slides by 

Vermont State Auditor Doug Hoffer to astonish the 
audience of a virtual healthcare talk hosted by Bristol 
Democrats earlier this month.

State healthcare costs are soaring, transparency 
is declining and the University of Vermont Health 
Network (UVMHN) exerts outsize influence on the 
system, Hoffer told his audience on March 10.

“(UVMHN) is the most powerful economic and 
political entity in the state,” Hoffer said. “This is not 
to say that we don’t all love our doctors and nurses, 
because most people do. It’s about the administration 
of the system and how out of control it is.”

And though politicians may occasionally talk a good 
game, those in Vermont who have the power to launch 
meaningful reforms — Gov. Phil Scott, Speaker of the 
House Jill Krowinski, Senate Pro Tem Becca Balint 
and the chairs of the legislative healthcare committees 
— have not done anything to regulate the system or 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The Addison 

Northwest School District has 
picked as its new Vergennes Union 
High School principal a 2005 
University of New Hampshire 
graduate who’s working this 
academic year as the Williamstown 
Middle High School Co-
Coordinator of Student Support. 

Jody Chamberlin, a North 
Fayston resident and 2001 Harwood 
Union High School graduate who 
went on to obtain a bachelor’s 
degree and then a master’s in 
Secondary Education from UNH in 
2006, will assume what will be her 
first principalship in July. 

Though she’s yet to lead a school, 
Chamberlin said she’s always been 
a leader at her previous schools. 

“In my school in North Carolina 
I had leadership roles. Here at 
Williamstown I’ve had leadership 
roles since my first year,” she told 
the Independent this week. 

Chamberlin also addressed how 
she would approach her new job. 

“I’m about collaboration and 
communication, so I think it’s really 
important to get multiple voices at 
the table, not just students, not just 
staff, not just the people who are 
good at getting their voices out, but 
making sure you’re getting a wide 
ranges of voices,” she said. “And 
then (provide) clear communication 
to really make sure staff knows 
expectations and feels the support 

The Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Department is warning 
that warm spring weather and 
melting snows are causing 
bears to come out of their 
winter dens in search of food. 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury’s Henry 

Sheldon Museum is known for being Addison 
County’s history hub. It’s a humble repository 
for artwork, mementos and utilitarian objects 
that help define more than two centuries of 
people, places and things in our own backyard.

Now the Sheldon is ready to add to its own 
storied history.

The museum recently won a large federal 

grant to help continue a long list of infrastructure 
repairs that are substantially refurbishing its 1 
Park St. home. Plus the Sheldon is on the verge 
of welcoming a new executive director who 
will guide the nonprofit through a period of 
substantial growth.

The growth will encompass not just the 
capital improvements aimed at preserving the 
museum’s growing collection. Officials said 
the Sheldon will also grow its staff to connect 

those artifacts with new generations of Addison 
County residents keen on learning about the 
region’s rich past.

Sheldon leaders spent this past Thursday and 
Friday interviewing the finalist for the museum 
executive director position recently vacated by 
the retiring Bill Brooks. 

Lucinda Cockrell, chair of the Sheldon 
Museum board, said that the name of the new 

TAYLOR ROSSINI, COLLECTIONS & development associate with Middlebury’s Sheldon Museum, holds an old-fashioned toddler’s summer 
suit, an example of some of the wonderful, fragile textiles housed at the Park Street institution. The museum is making a series of capital 
improvements and is considering new staffing to preserve its collection and further its mission.

Independent photo/Steve James

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

College has received a $25 million 
grant to advance its work on what 
President Laurie Patton has called 
“one of the most pressing issues 
of the 21st century”: conflict 
transformation.

The grant, which came from 
an anonymous donor, is the 
largest programmatic grant in 

Middlebury’s history.
It will create the Kathryn 

Wasserman Davis Collaborative 
in Conflict Transformation to 
support teaching, research and 
programming at Middlebury’s 
undergraduate campus, the Bread 
Loaf School of English, the 
Language Schools, the Schools 
Abroad and the California-
based Middlebury Institute for 

International Studies at Monterey, 
or MIIS.

It couldn’t have come at a better 
time.

“We are in a moment where we 
are polarized on so many separate 
issues,” said Middlebury College 
Professor of Psychology Michelle 
McCauley, the collaborative’s 
acting executive director. “So 
helping all of us begin to practice 

working and talking across this 
is exciting. I think it’s incredibly 
important in the next 20 years.”

The broad goal, of course, is 
to help students, McCauley said, 
“but in the process I think we are 
helping ourselves as citizens and 
professionals begin to practice 
habits of democracy.”

The college has no illusions 
about helping make conflict go 
away, however.

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
STARKSBORO — Another 

Mount Abraham Unified 
School District community has 
officially launched a campaign 
to withdraw from the district.

The Starksboro group Save 
Our Schools began circulating a 
petition last Wednesday, March 

16, asking the selectboard to 
hold a town-wide vote on the 
matter.

Supporters of the petition 
believe they have run out of 
options to guarantee their 
right to determine the fate 
of Starksboro’s Robinson 

Putting on a show
MIDDLEBURY UNION HIGH School seniors Matthew Kiernan (in back), Ethan Foster, left, Megan Balparda, Nat 

McVeigh, Zora Duquette-Hoffman and Amanda Kearns belt out a musical number in a rehearsal of “Footloose,” the 
senior play that will be staged at the MUHS auditorium this Thursday and Friday evening and Saturday afternoon. 
See more photos on Page 15A.

Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman
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he told the judge.
Druzba, however, said he learned 

the rights for him and his family 
took a backseat to a criminal 
defendant. 

“Victim’s rights are almost non-
existent,” he said. Druzba vowed 
to advocate for improving victim’s 
rights regardless of the sentence 
imposed on Tuesday.

Deputy State’s Attorney Stacey 
Graczyk argued three years in 
prison for Labounty was an 
appropriate sentence and cited 
similar penalties imposed for other 
fatal crashes.

Graczyk noted the black box in 
Labounty’s car showed he didn’t 
brake or take evasive action. His 
car only slowed from 60 to 53 miles 
per hour as he crossed the double 
yellow line; he 
was in a 40-mph 
zone, state police 
said.

G r a c z y k 
compared that 
to the horrifying 
fi nal seconds 
when Cecile 
Druzba tried 
to take evasive 
action. Seeing 
an oncoming car 
in her lane, she slowed from 51 
mph to 17 mph and pulled to the 
right, but was still slammed as she 
uttered, “Oh shit.”

The victim’s brother, Jacques 
Marton, 62, also of South 
Burlington, received minor injuries 
in the crash, police said. He and 
his sister were headed with their 
mother’s ashes for a memorial in 
New Jersey.

Labounty’s defense lawyer, 
Jason Sawyer of Burlington, said it 
was odd for him to ask for prison 
time, but he thought two years was 
appropriate for the circumstances. 
Sawyer said Labounty has been 
working with a counselor since the 
crash. Labounty volunteers with 
the Knights of Columbus and is a 
musician, he said.

Judge Carlson said he had 
many things to balance, including 
rehabilitation, punishment and 
deterrence for both Labounty and 
the general public. 

The judge appeared miffed when 
he said the Vermont Corrections 
Department had assessed the 
defendant as a low-risk offender, 
but reported the state prison system 
wouldn’t have any programs for 

Labounty if he was put behind bars. 
Carlson said he would go with 

two years in prison to serve instead 
of three years.

Sawyer asked that his client be 
provided one day to say goodbye to 
his family and friends and get his 
affairs in order.

Graczyk, the prosecutor, argued 
against the extra day of freedom. 
She said Labounty had known 
for three years the fi nal day of 
reckoning was coming and the 
sentencing had been set almost two 
months earlier.

Carlson ordered Labounty to 
begin his sentence immediately after 
the two-and-a-half-hour hearing. 
The Addison County Sheriff’s 
Department took Labounty to 
the Marble Valley Regional 

C o r r e c t i o n a l 
Facility in 
Rutland. 

Labounty had 
initially pleaded 
not guilty to 
two felony 
charges: driving 
while under the 
infl uence of 
drugs with death 
resulting, and 
gross negligent 

operation with death resulting.
He eventually pleaded guilty 

to the gross negligent operation. 
He disputed he was under the 
infl uence of the drugs that police 
said a lab analysis determined to be 
in his blood, records show.

Matthew Druzba had proposed 
early on in the case that Labounty 
do no time in prison, if he pleaded 
guilty to the two felony charges and 
agreed to signifi cant community 
service and talk about the case with 
high school and college classes. 
He said the idea was for Labounty 
to own up to it. Druzba said he 
believed that would be the sentence 
his wife would’ve wanted.

Labounty and his lawyer rejected 
the offer.

Druzba also wanted an apology, 
but it came too late — in a letter 
a couple weeks ago. He asked that 
prosecutors not forward it to him.

He said based on Labounty’s 
behavior over the past three years, 
he now believed a minimum of a 
three-year sentence was completely 
appropriate.

Labounty offered an apology 
at the end of the sentencing when 
it was his turn to speak. He said 

he had wanted to apologize, but 
was blocked. Sawyer said the 
conditions of release from court 
imposed at the arraignment three 
years ago mandated that he have 
no contact with the victim’s family, 
including through a third party.
CRASH DETAILS

Vermont State Police reported 
Labounty was northbound in a 
blue 2013 Subaru Imprezza on 
Route 22A when he apparently fell 
asleep, crossed the double yellow 
line, and crashed into a car driven 
by Druzba shortly before 7 a.m. on 
March 22, 2019. 

She was trapped in her red 2013 
Honda Accord, unresponsive and 
possibly not breathing. Vergennes 
Area Rescue Squad rushed her 
to the UVM Medical Center in 
Burlington, where she was declared 
dead about 75 minutes later due to 
blunt force trauma to the torso.

Labounty’s car overturned and 
landed on its roof partially in the 
southbound lane north of Addison 
Four Corners. Druzba’s car went 
off the road and landed on a lawn, 
police said.

Investigators said in court 
papers that Labounty admitted he 
had less than fi ve hours sleep the 
night before the crash and had 
taken Oxycodone, Klonopin, and 
Benadryl as part of his celebration 
for a promotion at work. Police 
said he reported he had coffee 
before he left home and stopped 
at a store for a second cup before 
leaving Ticonderoga to try to keep 
him awake. He also said he cranked 
up the music to try to stay awake.

Labounty was headed to work 
at UTC Aerospace in Vergennes 
when he crashed, state police said. 

Two state police drug recognition 
experts checked Labounty at the 
hospital and confi rmed he was 
impaired, court records show. 
Police got a search warrant from a 
judge to draw blood from Labounty 
to be tested.

Matthew Druzba, as executor 
of the estate, has fi led a wrongful 
death lawsuit in U.S. District Court 
in Vermont against Labounty 
citing his reckless driving, drug 
impairment, and falling asleep as a 
result of partying the night before 
the crash.

In a separate suit, Druzba 
sued the car makers, saying his 
wife’s vehicle  should have been 
designed to sustain the impact from 
Labounty’s car.

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Order your chicks by 
3/31/22. Pickup is
at the end of April.

Submit your order in store, 
via email, over the phone 

and via fax. 
info@middleburyagway.com

     388 Exchange Street

        802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Scan this

smartphone
to download 

with 
your

an order form

LAST 
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — As Friends 

of the Vergennes Opera House 
President Gerianne Smarts tells 
it, the last building in downtown 
Vergennes that currently lacks 
full handicap access is the very 
space that sparked the city’s 
revitalization during the 1990s. 

Since then, city offi cials and the 
private sector have cooperated on 
many handicap-access ramps and 
platforms, using Vergennes’s status 
as a Designated Downtown to help 
fund the improvements. Traffi c 
bulb-outs have also been added to 
make crossing Main Street easier. 

But it’s remained diffi cult for 
some to reach the second story  
city hall, home to the Vergennes 
Opera House, the city’s annual 
meeting and many other important 
civic meetings that require space 
for larger crowds.

Now there’s a proposed $1 
million solution, one that includes 
an elevator.

Handicapped citizens must 
now be dropped off at the end of 
an upsloping private driveway 
to the right of city hall. From the 
driveway, which ends near the 
water tower, they can either make 
their own way, or manage with 
help from family or friends, along 
a ramp that runs behind of city hall.

The ramp, which is level with 
the rear of the theater because city 
hall is built into a hillside, leads to 
an ADA platform to the left of city 
hall. From there, they can enter 
the rear of the theater to attend 
theater or city events. Whoever 
has dropped them off, however, 
must return to their vehicle, leave 
and fi nd parking elsewhere; there’s 

Theater eyes uplift

Fresh, Local, Micro-Roasted Coffee

Bud’sBeansBud’sBeans

Whole Beans and/or Brewed Cups Available at: 
Middlebury Natural Foods Co-op, Shafer’s, VT Food Collaborative, 

Middlebury Bagel & Deli, Otter Creek Bakery, VT Marketplace

63 Maple St | Middlebury, VT 0575363 Maple St | Middlebury, VT 05753
Thank you for supporting local businesses!Thank you for supporting local businesses!

budsbeanscoffee@gmail.com
BudsBeansCoffee.com

NEW number    802-771-4289 ��

By MIKE DONOGHUE
Correspondent

MIDDLEBURY — A 
Ticonderoga, N.Y., man, who police 
say was impaired by multiple drugs 
when he crossed the centerline on 
Route 22A in Addison and killed 
a South Burlington woman in a 
head-on car crash three years ago, 
has been sentenced to two years in 
prison.

Ian Labounty, 31, was sentenced 
to three-to-fi ve years, to serve two 
years, for gross negligent driving 
with death resulting from the 
March 22, 2019, crash. 

Vermont Superior Court Judge 
Thomas Carlson said Labounty 
will be on probation for 10 years 
once he’s free from prison. Carlson 
said Labounty will have to follow 
strict conditions, including not 
using drugs without a prescription. 

The sentencing at the Frank 
Mahady Courthouse on Tuesday 
came three years to the day from 
when Cecile C. Druzba, 57, of 
South Burlington died in the crash.

Carlson declined to follow a 
request from the victim’s family 
that Labounty be expected to 
make community service part of 
his probation, including requiring 
the defendant provide school 
presentations about the dangers of 
driving while having drugs in your 
system.

The victim’s husband, Matthew 
F. Druzba, provided an emotional 
statement outlining the devastation 
the crash had on him, the couple’s 
three children, friends and the 
community. His wife had been 
active in various causes and groups, 
including the South Burlington 
High School Booster Club.

“She was the glue for our family,” 
said Druzba, who had to stop a few 
times to regain his composure as he 
talked about his wife and family. 
“Offender accountability matters,” 

Labounty sentenced in Addison crash death

“She was the glue 
for our family.” 

— Matthew Druzba, 
describing his wife, 
Cecile Druzba, who 
was killed in a car 

crash

no parking to the right of city hall.
What the Friends of the 

Vergennes Opera House is calling 
its “All Access Project” will 
change all that, Smart said.

The centerpiece will be an 
elevator tower at the end of the 
driveway to the left of city hall. 
The driveway is owned, at least 
in part, by the next-door St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, which Smart 
said is onboard because the church 
hopes to solve its own long-term 
access issues. 

Once the $1 million project 
(a cost estimated by Naylor & 
Breen Builders) that Smart said 
can be funded by donations from 
individuals and foundations and 
state and federal grants, this is 
what the future could look like, 
hopefully as soon as late in 2023:

“People just get dropped off in 
front of the opera house, go around 
the side of the building, and get in 
the elevator,” Smart said.

The Vergennes City Council on 
Tuesday took the fi rst step toward 
supporting the project by endorsing 
the Friends’ application for 
“$60,000 in Vermont Community 
Development Program Planning 
funds for predevelopment 
activities in support of an 
elevator, associated driveway and 
landscaping for Vergennes City 
Hall.”

Plans also call for benches, 
plantings of evergreens and 
shrubbery, pedestrian lighting, 
and a rain garden along the 
access drive, according to project 
schematics. Existing parking spots 
would be retained.

“I love this project,” said City 
Councilor Mel Hawley, who was 
joined by the rest of the council in 
support. 

On Wednesday, City Manager 
Ron Redmond acknowledged 
the city would benefi t from the 
improvements and would take care 
of them once completed.

“We most likely will take on 
the maintenance and care of the 
elevator when it is installed,” 
Redmond said.

Smart said on Wednesday she is 
happy with that contribution, and 
that it’s the Friends’ job to handle 
the theater’s “safety, systems and 
structure,” including accessibility.

“The Friends have signed on, 
through the spirit of our mission, 
to maintain the opera house space 
and make sure it’s usable for all 
our citizens,” she said. 

Smart also told the council 
on Tuesday she’ s confi dent in 
the Friends’ ability to raise the 
necessary funds.

“We have done this before,” she 
said. “We have raised this money 
successfully.”

Vergennes Opera House planning 
for $1M project to include elevator Bluebird of 

happiness?
A WEYBRIDGE RESIDENT 
noticed the return of 
bluebirds to their nesting 
boxes on her property.  
While it may look like this 
fellow is celebrating spring 
with song, the photographer 
thinks it more likely that he 
was warning her not to get 
any closer.

Photo/Susan Humphrey
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By LOLA DUFFORT
VTDigger.org

MONTPELIER — Lawmakers 
on the Vermont House’s powerful 
budget-writing committee finished 
their draft of a roughly $8 billion 
state budget late Friday night, 
voting 10-0 on a spending blueprint 
that makes major one-time 
investments in broadband, housing, 
clean water and climate.

“I’m feeling like we oughta call 
it Olly Olly income-free on that,” 
House Appropriations Committee 
Chair Mary Hooper, D-Montpelier, 
told her committee members after 
finishing a run-through of the 
panel’s final wishlist. 

“Concur!” replied Rep. Peter 
Fagan, R-Rutland, the panel’s vice-
chair.

Friday night’s unanimous vote 
was not technically binding. 
Legislative staff expected to spend 
the weekend producing an up-
to-date bill that incorporates the 
decisions made in the last few days 
for the panel to review and formally 
approve Monday. Then the budget 
bill would head to the floor, where 
the full House would consider 
the spending plan. After that, the 
Senate would have its say.

Vermont’s state budgeting 
process begins with the governor, 
who sends lawmakers a proposed 
spending plan in January. This year, 
the House’s version of the budget 
reflects broad agreement with Gov. 
Phil Scott on general priorities. 

The appropriations panel, for 
example, agreed with Scott’s pitch 
to put another $95 million in one-
time money toward broadband 
expansion. Committee members 
likewise agreed to invest over $160 
million in various climate change 
initiatives, the largest buckets of 
which include weatherization and 
electric vehicle incentives and 
infrastructure.

But the details — particularly 
where housing is concerned — are 
nevertheless expected to cause 
friction between the Republican 
executive and the Democrat-
controlled legislature.

Low- and middle-income 
Vermonters are finding themselves 

boxed out of the market as home 
prices and rents soar, and both 
the governor and the Legislature 
have resolved to spend heavily on 
housing.

The panel agreed with the 
governor’s proposal to send an 
additional $50 million to the 
Vermont Housing and Conservation 
Board for mixed-income housing, 
manufactured homes and improved 
farmworker and refugee housing. 

The hot market has been a boon 
to the state’s coffers, and property 
transfer tax receipts have climbed 
a whopping 86% since 2020. As a 
result, the panel opted to give the 
housing and conservation board an 
extra $10 million from the property 
transfer tax, above what the 
administration had recommended.

But the panel nixed $10 million 
requested by the administration 
for a so-called “missing middle” 
program, which would subsidize 
the development of starter homes. 
Moderately priced houses cost more 
to build right now than they can 
then be sold for, the administration 
argues, which means that middle-
income, first-time homebuyers have 
no way to break into the market. 
But lawmakers have suggested they 
aren’t convinced.

“We just didn’t understand or have 
enough background information on 
that. (The) policy committee hadn’t 
had a chance to dig into it,” Hooper 
said, adding that the Senate would 
likely continue to examine the idea 
when it picks up the budget.

Scott has also requested that the 
Vermont Housing Improvement 
Program receive $20 million 
to help landlords rehab vacant 
and code-violating properties. 
As a negotiating tactic, Senate 
lawmakers have responded by 
attaching that money to S.210, a 
consumer protection bill for renters 
that the governor would otherwise 
be expected to quickly veto. 

The House’s budget bill does 
not appropriate $20 million for 
the rental improvement program 
— doing so would eliminate the 
Senate’s leverage — but it leaves 
space on the bottom line for that 
to appear later on if S.210 makes it 

over the finish line.
A key task in this year’s budget 

development process was figuring 
out how to spend the roughly 
$420 million left over in federal 
American Rescue Plan Act funds. 
But with federal money stimulating 
the overall economy and boosting 
tax receipts, long-neglected areas 
of state government have seized on 
a higher baseline of revenues to ask 
for more ongoing support.

For years, Vermont spent less per 
capita on public higher education 
than nearly every state in the 
country. At the start of the pandemic, 
the fragile state college system was 
plunged into a full-blown financial 
crisis, and the chancellor at the 
time proposed a radical solution: 
closing three campuses outright, 
permanently. 

Leaders shelved that idea amid a 
public furor, and have since plowed 
tens of millions in one-time money 
into the schools to stabilize them 
and put them on a path to reform. 
But the House’s budget goes even 
further, increasing the Vermont 
State College System’s annual 
appropriation — the money they 
can expect to get each year — by 
$10 million. The University of 
Vermont also received a $10 
million bump.

Vermont’s designated agencies, 
the private nonprofits that deliver 
mental health services on behalf 
of the state, have been pleading 
with lawmakers for a 10% rate 
reimbursement increase. The 
agencies rely mostly on low-wage 
workers, and with even the retail 
and fast-food industries offering 
pay now well above $15 an hour, 
the nonprofits say they are seeing 
historic vacancy rates, reduced 
services and months-long waitlists. 
At a cost of $16 million, the panel 
decided to give those agencies a 7% 
increase. 

The committee also gave the 
thumbs up to $4.9 million in 
additional funding for the state’s 
child care subsidy for low-income 
Vermonters, although they nixed 
$6.9 million proposed by the 
governor for expanded afterschool 
programming.

House lawmakers finish draft budget

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Proponents 

of two major building proposals in 
downtown Middlebury are hoping 
to secure millions in federal grant 
money to help underwrite their 
projects, both of which would they 
say will serve the public good.

They are concurrent efforts to 
expand and renovate the Ilsley 
Public Library at 75 Main St., 
and to construct a new childcare 
facility on the site of Otter Creek 
Child Center at 150 Weybridge St. 
While it’s still early in the planning 
processes for both initiatives, each 
could cost around $10 million, 
according to preliminary estimates.

In an effort to reduce the 
financial impact on local taxpayers 
and future clients, stewards 
of both projects are seeking a 
major infusion of federal funds 
through Congressionally Directed 
Spending (CDS) — formerly 
known as earmarks. Sen. Patrick 
Leahy, D-Vt., was instrumental in 
resurrecting CDS after around a 
decade of dormancy.

Leahy pitched more than $167 
million in funding for projects 

across Vermont in the fiscal year 
2022 Omnibus Appropriations bill. 
The deadline for submitting CDS 
proposals for the fiscal year 2023 
budget cycle was this past Friday, 
March 18.

Members of the Ilsley Library 
board and leaders of Otter Creek 
Child Center Inc. know that 
Congress will receive many more 
proposals than can possibly be 
funded. But nothing ventured, 
nothing gained, is the operative 
sentiment among applicants.

Ilsley Library officials are 
seeking a CDS award of $3.9 
million. The project would provide 
for, among other things, a new 
ADA-compliant elevator, a new 
efficient HVAC system that would 
allow the library to transition from 
fuel oil to electricity, and roughly 
6,500 square feet of new space to 
accommodate library operations 
(for a total of 20,000 square feet). 
Details will be worked out by a 
recently appointed Ilsley 100 Pro-
ject Team that was set to hold its 
first meeting on Thursday, March 
24.

The library facilities are currently 

“in a state of serious disrepair,” 
according to a March 4 letter from 
Ilsley Executive Director Dana 
Hart to Leahy’s office.

The original building was built 
in 1924, and the Ilsley application 
for a CDS grant states that despite 
additions in 1977 and 1988 
the structure “faces significant 
challenges when it comes to safety, 
accessibility, energy efficiency, 
and functionality. The library’s 
activities have long outgrown 
the spaces that were originally 
designed to contain them, and 
our mechanical systems are in 
desperate need of repair. We have 
reached a point where our facilities 
actually limit our ability to further 
our mission.”

A federal grant would help 
“create a flexible, sustainable, 
state-of-the-art 21st century library 
building,” the application adds.

Hart stressed the $10 million 
project cost estimate included in 
the CDS application is merely a 
placeholder and could fluctuate 
depending on the Ilsley 100 Project 
Team’s work, as well as success 
in mining other potential revenue 

Two Midd institutions hope to secure funds for projects
sources to minimize the impact on 
local taxpayers and library users.

Meanwhile, a consortium 
of local childcare advocates is 
seeking a $5 million CDS grant 
to help underwrite the potential 
$10.4 million price tag of a new 
Middlebury childcare hub. 

The Middlebury-area Childcare 
Expansion Team includes 
representatives of Otter Creek 
Child Center, College Street 
Children’s Center, Middlebury 
College, the Early Care and 
Learning Partnership, Champlain 
Valley Early Head Start, Let’s 
Grow Kids, Building Bright 
Futures, area employers, 
educational institutions, and local 
families.

The project involves a renovation 
of the current Otter Creek 
Child Center with a substantial, 
attached, ADA-compliant addition 

constructed in place of the existing 
barn. Topography of the site would 
allow for two stories with ingress 
and egress on both floors. Plans 
also call for expansion of the 
available play areas for infants 
and toddlers and expanded nature-
based education opportunities.

Advocates said the expanded 
center would:

• Serve 139 children ages six 
weeks to five years who come 
from a cross-section of families 
of all income levels, cultures, and 
backgrounds

• Result in 28 new jobs.
• Serve as a workforce 

development hub for the early care 
and learning industry

• Provide a learning lab for high 
school and college students.

Sue Ritter, director of community 
rrelations for the college, is 
pleased the CDS application made 

the deadline. Now it’s a matter of 
waiting out the application review 
and legislative process.

“Please note that it is a very 
competitive process and nothing is 
certain at this point,” she said.

David Carle, Leahy’s commu-
nications director, agreed that 
applicants should temper their 
expectations. He acknowledged 
there aren’t a lot of CDS 
opportunities for bricks-and-
mortar proposals, but added funds 
can be applied to elements of new 
construction that house grant-eli-
gible programming that dovetails 
Congressional priorities. Childcare 
and literacy could fit into that mix.

Carle said the CDS applicants 
should learn by later this spring if 
their requests will advance to the 
fiscal year 2023 budging process.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.
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Around
the

bend
By Jessie Raymond

By Laurie
Cox

Ways of
Seeing

Infl ation is crazy right now. As expected, it’s hitting 
groceries and gas. I had no idea, however, that the cost 
of bears would go up so much.

To clarify, I don’t mean the cost of buying a bear. I 
don’t even know what the going rate for bears is these 
days. Anyway, if I needed a bear, I’d just rent one; I 
can’t see getting one for keeps. Where would we store 
it?

No, I’m talking about the indirect 
cost of bears. 

Every spring, some local black 
bear emerges from hibernation and 
makes the rounds in Middlebury. 
We’ve had a few visits over the 
years.

Usually, the bear climbs our back 
porch and helps itself to the contents 
of the bird feeder. Then, much to 
the consternation of the chickadees 
— and several morbidly obese gray squirrels — we 
put the feeder away. The annual cost: a dollar’s worth 
of sunfl ower seeds.

Last year, the bear carried the feeder off to the side 
yard and cracked it open like a lobster, the better to 
get to the good bits inside. That set us back about $25.

But this year has been the most expensive by far. 
The bear emptied our feeder one night, so we took the 
feeder down. Returning the next night and fi nding no 
seeds, the bear looked around until it hit literal pay 
dirt: the compost bin.

Made of heavy plastic, the bin is a cube three feet 
across at the bottom, tapering slightly toward the 
top. Ours was nearly full, containing a year’s worth 
of decomposing food scraps and coffee grounds and 
such.

I have concerns about the design of this bin. The lid 
can be held down with two knobs, presumably to keep 

animals out. However, the frame 
of the bin is not attached to the 
base. According to the assembly 
instructions, this is so that, once 
the compost has broken down, you 
can just slide the frame up and off 
for easy access to the contents. 

The bear, not caring to fi ddle 
with the knobs on the lid, did just 
this, the way one might lift the 
glass dome off a roasted pheasant. 
Tossing the frame aside, it then 

pawed through the pile as if partaking in a half-rotten 
all-you-can-eat buffet.

To be fair, the compost was due for a good turning, 
so I wasn’t even mad. But I didn’t notice all this had 
happened until two days after the fact. 

Our dog, however, had discovered it right away 
and forgotten to mention it to us. So for two days he 
had been indulging in a secret smorgasbord of 2021 
leftovers.

He understands now why this was a bad idea.

The snow is falling thickly; perhaps the last of the 
season. I have read descriptions of heavy snow in urban 
places like New York City, where suddenly everything 
is hushed, no traffi c in the streets, the snow muffl ing 
whatever sounds remain. Even here in my mountain 
town, that can happen when the snow falls deeply. 
Other than the occasional passing of the snowplow, 
many fewer cars or trucks are about, and the bicyclists, 
runners, and even most skiers are waiting for it to end. 
There is a quiet. A stillness. A pause. The world taking 
a breath.

Just two years ago there was a 
global pause, not for a snowstorm 
but for the arrival of the pandemic. 
When I say pause, I realize it was 
not the case for everyone. Just like 
those driving snowplows may be on 
the roads for hours on end, people 
working in hospitals found the speed 
and stress of their lives ramped up to 
an unimagined height. 

But for so many of us, our lives took an unexpected 
slowdown. Other than grocery stores, drug stores, 
and gas stations, most retail was closed. Schools and 
childcare closed. Almost all businesses, even doctors’ 
offi ces, were closed except for emergencies. Initially, 
for most people, there was a huge pause.

That spring was lovely. The snow melted early with 
very little mud, but the warmth came on slowly. Some 
years it seems we leap from winter to summer in a 
couple of weeks, but that year the weather cooperated 
with our slowed down, stay-at-home mode. Every 
morning I would head out to our front yard to rake the 
lawn, clear out the fl ower beds, weed the raspberries. 

It was too cool to plant much in the vegetable 
garden out back, so this area got my focus for once. 
Mid-morning, the school bus would pass by, delivering 
meals to students around the town, and I would try to 
be out there to wave as they passed. On any town roads 
and trails, I would see people out walking, running, 
biking, or pushing strollers. Many of these sightings 
were families, out together in the middle of the day 
when normally they would all be in their separate 
endeavors. 

A big highlight of the day would 
be if one of the neighbors stopped 
by to get eggs. This was before 
we were even wearing masks, but 
we would keep a good distance 
between us to actually have an 
in-person conversation! Zoom 
meetings and “gatherings” were 
a novel solution with many folks 
still fi guring out how to mute or 

unmute, how not to all talk at the same time.
In Ripton, we immediately set up a system for people 

to help each other with needs, ranging from grocery 
delivery to or fi nancial assistance. As so many people 
volunteered to help in one way or another, it seemed 
like we were arriving at a new era of unity and mutual 
assistance. Worldwide there was a dramatic decrease in 
air pollution, as cars sat idle and factories shut down. 
The earth quite literally got to take a deep breath. 
People talked and wrote about what we were learning.

Bam! In so many places what came next was rancor 
and mayhem. The news was suddenly fi lled with 
people denying the pandemic, refusing to do the simple 

I would like to add my 
perspective to recent letters 
published in the Addison 
Independent that disparages 
timber harvesting in Vermont, 
claiming it negatively affects 
climate change. I agree that 
forests are important for helping 
to mitigate climate change. 
However, I disagree strongly 
that the only solution is to stop 
cutting trees for wood products. 
The forest products industry is 
doing a good job with the forests 
of Vermont, and I am proud of the 
professional forestry management 
methods practiced by my family 
business, the A. Johnson Co., LLC 
lumber mill in Bristol.

Vermont forests are not in 
crisis. Every year in Vermont 
we are harvesting a little less 
than half of the annual growth 
of wood fi ber in the state. That 
means that the forests of the state 
continue to store carbon at a very 
positive rate, and that is despite 
the annual loss of acreage caused 
by residential and commercial 
development. The professional 
foresters on Federal and State 
lands are under pressure from 
all sides and do a commendable 
job sticking with the best science 
and doing what they do so well, 
showcasing the best harvesting 
and forestry practices and 
managing the resource for the 
long-term benefi t of everyone, 
not just the vocal few in the anti-
harvesting camp.

Some of the resistance may be 
from the fact that harvests are not 
pretty. Creating openings in the 
canopy so that young trees can get 
a start is a practice that goes back 

After a long work week I longed 
to be outside, so I packed up my 
dogs in my car on Saturday and 
headed up to one of my favorite 
places: Goshen. I was undeterred 
by the cool temperatures and 
threat of showers, because I 
longed for the therapy of the 
trails and the trees. Unfortunately, 
I forgot about Vermont’s fi fth 
season — Mud Season.

My poor little car was no match 
for that incredible muck, so 
needless to say, I got stuck right in 
the middle of the Goshen-Ripton 
Road; my little car in easily eight 
inches of quicksand-like mud. 
After miraculously fi nding a sliver 
of cell service, I was promised that 
AAA would dispatch help. Four 
hours later, and after repeated calls 
to AAA, we (my dogs and I) were 
all still there.

Finally, a car approached and I 
thought my tow truck rescuer had 
arrived, but I was mistaken. It was 
a couple who lived nearby and 
offered to help. So a few minutes 
later, this friendly stranger braved 
the rain, mud and thunder to pull 
me out. He calmly taught me 
where to fi nd and attach a hitch 
to my car and coached me how 
to help steer as his truck tugged 
me out of the mud. He wanted no 
reward but simply wanted to help. 

Thank you Steve of Goshen!
Linda Kepes

Addison

To The Community – 
It is with heartfelt appreciation 

that I thank everyone who has 
attended the Middlebury College 
women’s hockey games the past 
few weeks. Your presence has 
been inspirational and very much 
appreciated. 

On Saturday night, more 
than 2,100 people came to see 
the women win the NCAA 
Championship. This is the largest 
crowd that has ever appeared 
at a women’s hockey game at 
Middlebury. The excitement and 
support you created in Kenyon 
Arena certainly helped the players 
achieve their goal.  

With sincere gratitude,
Bill Mandigo & Ashley 

Salerno
Middlebury College 

Women’s Hockey Coaches

Panthers thank 
their many fans

State’s forests 
aren’t in crisis

Feathered royalty
BIRDERS IN THE know know of a place in Ferrisburgh where this bald eagle hangs out. Our favorite 

bird photographer from Lincoln came down the mountain to capture this image of a bird he called 
“His Majesty.”

 Photo by Dale Cockrell

With the world’s problems at everyone’s fi ngertips any time of the day, 
it’s little wonder the cost of healthcare has dropped out of sight. Pre-
pandemic it was one of the nation’s top concerns, but since then Putin’s 
invasion of Ukraine, a potential third round of the coronavirus (the 
BA.2 sub-variant of Omicron), climate change and its increasingly dire 
impacts, supply chain disruptions, lack of housing and labor shortages, 
and the GOP still in Trump’s thrall, it’s natural those stories have grabbed 
the spotlight. 

That healthcare costs are up is just another ho-hum concern,  as in, 
what’s new?

And that’s part of the problem. Health care costs have been skyrocketing 
for so long that it’s hardly front-page news.

Which is partly while Vermont State Auditor Doug Hoffer has an hour-
long presentation he’s taking on the road to bring greater awareness to 
the issue. On March 10, he brought his shock-and-awe presentation to 
Bristol with effect. As is his style and practice, he wowed the audience 
with number-based facts: 

• Between 2000 and 2018 the cost of healthcare services in the United 
States increased by 120%. In Vermont they increased by 167%. Hoffer 
estimated that if Vermont’s health care costs had only increased “at the 
already absurd rate of the U.S. average, we would have saved — are you 
ready? — a billion dollars, in 2018 alone.”

• During the same period, Hoffer pointed out, state appropriations 
grew by only 68%. Even spending for natural gas (104%) and housing 
and utilities (104%) grew at substantially lower rates than spending for 
healthcare services in Vermont.

• In 1997, Vermonters spent about the same proportion of their income 
on state and local taxes as they spent on healthcare services: roughly 
11%. Twenty years later, in 2017, they were still spending less than 
12% of their income on taxes, but they were spending nearly 17% on 
healthcare.

• Between 2000 and 2019 hospitals’ net patient revenue grew by 
214% while Vermont’s median hourly wages grew by only 61%.

And that’s just the iceberg’s tip in terms of compelling information, 
the rest of which reporter Christopher Ross covers in his front-page 
story, and of which a video recording of Hoffer’s meeting in Bristol can 
be viewed at Northeast Addison Television.

The upshot of Hoffer’s presentation is that the state’s health care costs 
are staggeringly high, far above average for the nation, and that the 
only way to bring it down is for the public to pressure legislators to do 
something about it.

Is this Hoffer encouraging the public to tilt their lance at yet another 
windmill? Perhaps. But primarily, it’s Hoffer doing research on a 
problem he thinks the public should be concerned about and is bringing 
it to their attention. If they chose to fi ght the battle, that’s up to them.

 Angelo Lynn

Middlebury College’s recent $25 million grant to pursue ongoing 
work in confl ict transformation couldn’t have come at a better time. As 
Middlebury College Professor of Psychology Michelle McCauley said in 
a front-page story in today’s Addison Independent, “We are in a moment 
where we are polarized on so many separate issues. So helping all of us 
begin to practice working and talking across this is exciting.” 

The grant will create the Kathryn Wasserman Davis Collaborative in 
Confl ict Transformation of which McCauley will be the Acting Executive 
Director.

Numerous confl icts to address jump to the fore: Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine and NATO’s response; China’s role in world affairs; other armed 
confl icts throughout the world, as well as the domestic confl ict between 
Democrats and Republicans in the era of Donald Trump and his use of 
lies and misinformation to drive a GOP narrative. But there are also the 
everyday confl icts that communities, states and regions address on a 
routine basis. Learning how to navigate those confl icts, to develop the 
necessary skills, will be part of the Collaborative’s objective.

“The whole point of confl ict transformation is that confl ict is part 
of the human experience and it will always be present,” Middlebury 
College President Laurie Patton told the Independent, adding that the 
process asks questions such as: “How do we live and learn with confl ict 
in the public square, on the ground, and how do we build skills in the 21st 
Century to do that?”

Notably, the work the college intends to pursue involves the community 
in important ways, including through the Middlebury College Center 
for Community Engagement (CCE) and its development of student-
community relationships. Another venue seeking community involvement 
will be the newly created Confl ict Transformation Lab for Learning 
and Practice, which develops models for confl ict transformation at the 
community level, and then shares them nationally and internationally.

Community members are encouraged to add their insights. 
“There’s so much educational value in a vibrant relationship between a 

college and its town,” Patton said. “This is an opportunity to tap into that 
relationship to improve education and improve the world.” 

For those interested, that’s a welcome invitation. Read the full story, go 
to the college’s website for more information, and contribute. There’s no 
more important skill-set needed to face today’s contentious world.

Angelo Lynn

A welcome gift, invitation
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Our nurse Ann Gibbons provides caring
support to elders and families.

Worried about an older loved one?
We have the help you need.

Your Partner
in Eldercare

Elderly Services
Supporting Elders and Families since 1981

112 Exchange St., Midd., Vt.  |  802-388-3983
www.elderlyservices.org

Monkton, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802-453-2500
BristolElectronicsVT.comBristolElectronicsVT.comBristolElectronicsVT.com

 

For over 20 years we have had a goal of owning a solar system. Bristol 
Electronics helped us to reach that goal by installing a (16) panel system. All 
of our goals were met. The price was right. The installation and quality of work 
was professional. Most importantly, we have not had to pay an electric bill 
since the installation.

Chris mentioned that I could use a roof rake to remove snow from my array 
but I taped a cloth mop to a 20’ closet rod that I had hanging around. I store 
it under the array and when the array is covered with snow I use it to gently 
brush the panels off. My array starts producing power quicker and I am very 
happy with my electric bills.

If we buy the electric car that we have been thinking about, we will have Bristol 
Electronics return and add to our system, and cover the cost of the added 
electricity. Solar has been a good investment for us.

John & Beverly Teer – Monkton, VT

Soon, he went off his regular 
food. He began to slink around 
the house, his head hung low, his 
tail between his legs, his belly 
distended. He threw up a couple 
of times. He had the demeanor 
of someone with a hangover who 
vows never to drink again. 

He wasn’t getting better. So off 
we went to the vet for X-rays to 
determine whether he might have a 
chicken bone stuck in his gut. The 
vet saw no blockages. But when 
the dog didn’t improve, we went 
back for more X-rays.

The bear returned the next night 
to dismantle the compost bin 

again, after I had spent 20 minutes 
that day shoveling wet former 
foodstuffs back into it. The dog, 
at least, expressed no interest in 
loading up another plate.

He is slowly recovering, having 
been diagnosed with a combination 
of pancreatitis and regret.

The bear has now fl ipped the 
compost three times. I’ve started 
dumping my kitchen scraps in 
a fi ve-gallon pail in the locked 
chicken coop. This is not only for 
the dog’s safety but also because I 
am sick of shoveling the remains 
of last year’s Thanksgiving dinner 
off the lawn each morning.

I’m confl icted. Having a bear in 

one’s yard is trendy right now. All 
the cool people on the east side of 
Middlebury are doing it.

But we’ll have to pay to replace 
the compost bin, which no longer 
resembles a cube or any other 
polyhedron. Even worse, the vet 
bill has topped $850. As much 
as I’d like to keep up with the 
Joneses, we just can’t afford such 
a lavish lifestyle.

If the cost of bears keeps going 
up at this rate, we’re going to have 
to look into alternative nuisance 
animals for the yard. They’re not 
as fl ashy, but next year we may 
have to switch to raccoons.

Jessie
(Continued from Page 4A)

act of helping their neighbors (and 
themselves) by wearing masks. 
I recently heard a public health 
offi cial speak of a face mask as a 
tool, to be used when needed like a 
raincoat or umbrella. Yet here were 
all these people, standing in the 
“rain” of the pandemic refusing to 
shield either themselves or others. 

I realize that, after the initial 
few days this was a time of stress 
for many people, a time of anxiety 

and uncertainty. Many people 
lost loved ones. Many people lost 
income. Many people had no front 
yard or fl ower beds to rake or weed, 
while waving or chatting as their 
neighbors passed by. And while the 
federal government provided many 
sorts of fi nancial assistance, the loss 
of normal routines and paychecks 
could create their own sort of angst.

But there was that moment, that 
pause, when we were offered the 
opportunity of a new vision. New 

things can be scary, but they also 
can open us up to better ways of 
living, better ways of structuring 
our institutions, our interactions, 
our society and our environment. 

It’s not too late to re-imagine. 
We just need to take a deep breath, 
or two or three. Don’t be afraid of 
the calm. Don’t try to block out the 
stillness of our minds doing some 
deep thinking. Come together to 
build, not destroy, with caring, 
not rage. We have been given a 

(hopefully) rare moment to reset 
not merely ourselves but our world. 

Laurie Cox is a retired school 
counselor and longtime Ripton 
selectboard member. Besides 
occasional writing, she sings with 
Maiden Vermont, pursues art, 
takes long hikes with her dog(s) 
and seasonally gardens. She also 
is about to become more actively 
involved in things political, 
environmental and just.

Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

centuries to the Native American 
tribes. The tribes understood the 
importance of early successional 
habitat to the survival of many 
species, including important game 
species. Opponents of harvesting 
often post photos right after a 
harvest. However, they rarely post 
photos of the same areas fi ve, 
10, 20, 30 years after and more, 
when the amazing regeneration 
and growth has occurred that 
keeps our hardwood forests self-
sustaining here in Vermont.

The robust health of our forests 
means we are in an excellent 
position to provide forest products 
to the state and the world. Some 
of those customers are Vermont 
craftspeople providing a wide 
variety of quality products that 

people want for their homes and 
that store carbon for many years. 
A wide variety of jobs, both 
directly and indirectly supported 
by the forest products industry, 
contribute to a diverse and 
robust economy. Where there is 
a diverse and robust economy, 
people are more likely to support 
conservation efforts. The ability 
of the forest products industry to 
contribute to our local economy 
is cause for celebration and merits 
efforts to support it, not to tear it 
down.

If only that protest energy 
could be channeled into reducing 
destruction in the rainforest and 
reducing population growth, the 
real driver of these problems, we 
could see some real progress on 
climate change. Convince people 

to eat a little less beef and to stir 
their natural peanut butter to mix 
the oil in, rather than see areas of 
the rain forest cleared for more 
beef and palm oil production. 
Buy locally produced forest 
products. All these decisions have 
consequences. 

Timber harvesting is also not 
without consequences; however, 
remembering that we are 
growing more than we harvest 
every year, the consequences 
are mostly positive and support 
your neighbor’s job or their son 
or daughter’s job. Please choose 
to support timber harvesting in 
Vermont on private, State and 
Federal lands.

Kenneth Johnson
Bristol

Johnson letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

What has happened to so many 
fi ne doctors, nurses, HR directors, 
PR development advocates at our 
community hospital, Porter Medical 
Center? 

I have been retired from the 
United States Postal Service for a 
number of years now, and Porter 
was one of my stops as a rural 
carrier. I enjoyed delivering there 
so much that I now volunteer from 
within and work the mailroom two 
days a week. Much to my dismay, 
these past few years prior to interim 
C.O.O. Dr. Fred Kniffi n and Seleem 
Choudhury being in charge, whether 
it be due to the COVID outbreak 
or is it something else, I have seen 
many good people leave. It seems 
something is going on from within 
— new policies, new politics — it’s 
just not the same. People seem to be 
on edge, many have left, retired, just 
quit and moved on, good people, 
Ron Hallman, David Fuller, Tom 
Beauregard, Justine Neary, just to 

name a few.
The new regime run by C.O.O. 

Tom Thompson seems to have 
a different agenda or outlook on 
how people do their job and how 
they are appreciated. Another 
loss to Porter was my supervisor, 
who recently told me and a fellow 
volunteer that she too was leaving. 
You don’t just work for Karen 
Herrmann, you work with her as a 
team. She is the driving force for 
all of us volunteers. She makes 
you feel important, holiday parties 
and get-togethers. Karen keeps us 
informed on hospital goings on, 
COVID, fl u shots, how we are 
doing. She has fi lled many shoes 
in her 30 years at Porter, from 
working at Helen Porter Rehab 
to being responsible for us, “the 
volunteers,” yet she seems not to 
be appreciated for all she has done. 

When told she was leaving 
it seemed like “OK, have your 
resignation papers in ASAP.” Are 

you kidding? Everyone should 
have a boss like her. Leaders earn 
people’s respect. They have that in 
them to make you want to come 
to work; that’s what Karen does. 
She seems to be looked upon as 
the mailroom person. Karen knows 
everyone, as I witness when we 
walk the halls to lunch and she 
greets everyone along the way. She 
has a personality that’s priceless.

How many more good people 
working in our community hospital 
does Mr. Thompson have to lose 
until he wakes up and realizes that 
great, dedicated people can’t be so 
easily replaced? You can only take 
so much and see from others that 
things have changed and change is 
not always for the better. I think I 
speak for all the volunteers when I 
say Karen will be missed. We wish 
her the very best, and it has been a 
pleasure working with her.

Norman Beerman
Salisbury

Letters to the Editor

Porter loses another longtime, cherished employee

The Meaning
of Life

by Victor Nuovo
 Middlebury College 
professor emeritus

of philosophy

8th in a series
When Adam and Eve disobeyed 

the divine prohibition and ate the 
fruit of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, they couldn’t 
have known that they 
were doing anything 
evil, for, until then, 
they didn’t possess 
such knowledge. 
What they did know 
was that the fruit was 
forbidden to them 
and that the penalty 
of eating it was death, 
which they didn’t yet 
know how to fear. 
Yet, notwithstanding 
the consequences 
over which they had 
no control, there 
doesn’t seem to be 
anything inherently 
evil in what they did; 
for the tree looked 
“good for food,” and 
it was “a delight to the 
eyes,” which is to say, tempting. 

We might better say that they 
did wrong. A prohibition is a 
rule. And we commonly judge a 
person’s action as right or wrong 
with respect to whether they obey 
or disobey rules they are obliged 
to follow, and, to complete the 
thought, it seems that creatures 
are obliged to obey whatever 
their creator commands, although 
perhaps not always — not if they 
are commanded to do evil. But 
Adam and Eve did not yet know 
anything of this. In any case, if 
creatures disobey the commands 
of their creator, their actions 
may be wrong, but having done 
wrong doesn’t make them evil. 
Something is missing here.

Moreover, if you compare the 
two creation narratives in Genesis, 
you will fi nd that “Good and Evil” 
is not anything that God creates, 
rather it is a kind of preexisting 
knowledge of values that seem to 
exist in their own right, perhaps 
eternally. Or at least, we can say 
this of “Good,” for to some (viz. 
Plato and St. Augustine) Evil is not 
a thing in itself, but the privation 

of Good. This is to speak as a 
Platonist. But I do so purposefully, 
because I have come to regard 
Plato’s theory of the Good as 
true, and if so, then the Good is 

not merely an idea, 
but the source of all 
existence and value in 
all things. The Good, 
as the theologian 
Paul Tillich said, is 
Being itself. And it 
is the foundation of a 
moral universe. And 
if, as it seems, wrong 
is nothing more than 
negation of right, then 
we are left with the 
Good and the Right 
as the fundamental 
principles of being 
and acting. How are 
they related?

Now, if the being 
who created us is 
supremely wise and 
supremely good, we 

have reason to do whatever he, 
she or they command; and reason 
to regard their commandments as 
laws to be obeyed. But this may 
not yet be a suffi cient reason to 
obey them. What is needed is a 
reason for each command, some 
worthy goal or purpose to be 
realized by doing the right thing; 
not a goal that benefi ts me only, 
or pleases my creator, but a higher 
transcendent good. Only then is 
obeying the commandment doing 
the right thing. It is never right 
to do evil, even if a creator god 
commands it.

But our minds are not a 
storehouse of rules. Rather we are 
rational animals, free creatures 
endowed with hearts and minds 
and wills. Moral knowledge is the 
product of rational enquiry and 
refl ection; our primary quest is 
for general rules, which we may 
apply to specifi c situations; rules 
like the following: Always tell 
the truth; Have compassion for 
the poor and the disadvantaged; 
Be kind to animals and mindful 
of their welfare; Do unto others 
as you would have others do unto 

you. But for the rules to take 
effect in how we live our lives, 
our hearts as well as our minds 
must become active. And if we 
do this, then through our actions 
there is a possibility that we will 
create a just world, where the 
needs of no one are forgotten or 
neglected. 

But a truly moral society 
depends also upon attitudes, 
even more so than upon rules. 
Kindness must take precedence 
over duty. Doing one’s duty may 
cause you to feel righteous; being 
kind is better, for it makes you feel 
good — because you’ve helped 
someone other than yourself. 

This leads me to take back what 
I wrote earlier. There is indeed 
a positive evil in the world: it 
is cruelty. Human history is a 
narrative of immense cruelty, 
fomented by a host of human 
emotions: jealousy, ambition, 
resentment, envy, which when 
coupled with armed force wreaks 
havoc, and causes unspeakable 
horrors: war, rapine, genocide. I 
need give no examples: human 
history is full of them. 

In 1984, Judith Shklar (1928–
92), a professor of government 
at Harvard, published a book 
entitled “Ordinary Vices.” 
She observed that while moral 
philosophers have written a great 
deal about virtues, i.e. courage, 
self-control, justice and wisdom; 
they have neglected vices: cruelty, 
snobbery, hypocrisy and betrayal. 
Her book was intended to fi ll the 
gap. And it did so splendidly. 
Her opening chapter is especially 
provocative; it’s entitled, Putting 
Cruelty First. If courage is the fi rst 
of the virtues, surely cruelty is the 
fi rst of the vices. It has fi lled the 
world with pain and sorrow, but 
with little remorse among its most 
vicious perpetrators. Cruelty is 
absolutely evil. Its eternal remedy 
is kindness.

Postscript: “Ordinary Vices” 
(published by Harvard University 
Press) is still in print and worth 
reading. Consult your local 
bookshop.

 The Right and the Good
Being kind it makes you feel good

MONTPELIER — The local 
chapter of The Forty and Eight, a 
national veterans organization, is 
offering scholarships to qualifi ed 
undergraduate students enrolled in 
academic programs of study leading 
to either Associates or Bachelor 
Degrees in nursing. Although 
military experience is not required, 
these scholarships can help veterans 
in related military occupations 
prepare for civilian careers in the 
nursing profession.

The deadline is May 14 for 
submitting applications for 
scholarships to be awarded for the 

2022 fall academic semester. Awards 
to successful applicants will be made 
by July 1. At least one stipend of no 
more than $1,000 will be available.

A national program to help 
alleviate the shortage of skilled 
nurses is a special interest of La 
Societé des Quarante Hommes 
et Huit Chevaux, the veterans 
organization founded in 1920 and 
also known as “The Forty and 
Eight.” As of July 2020, La Societé 
has provided over $34.7 million and 
assisted more than 52,186 nurses 

in obtaining undergraduate nursing 
degrees and 21,125 more in the 
advanced degree program. The local 
chapter has awarded $14,700 in 
scholarships to 14 nursing students 
enrolled in Vermont colleges and 
universities.

For more information about The 
Forty and Eight, the Nurses Training 
Program, and the Nurses Training 
Scholarship and application forms, 
please call Karlene DeVine at 
(802) 877-6392 or email kdevine@
myfairpoint.net.

Veterans group offers scholarships to nursing students
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ObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

David “Dave” Charles Quesnel, 72, of Monkton

BRANDON — Shirley Smela 
died on March 20, 2022, the fi rst 
day of spring, from the debilitating 
effects of frontotemporal dementia. 
She passed peacefully at the 
Wintergreen Residential Home in 
her adopted town of Brandon while 
in hospice care.

Shirley was born in Middlebury 
at Porter Hospital on April 6, 1954, 
the daughter of James and Ora 
(Harris) Ellis. She grew up in East 
Middlebury and graduated from 
Middlebury Union High School in 
1972.

She worked in a variety of 
capacities at the Brandon Training 
School for 18 years, where she 
cared for residents with the same 
unselfi sh attention she gave to 
everyone she met.

Shirley is survived by her 
husband of 34 years, Greg Smela, 
whom she married on May 21, 1988 
at the Methodist Church in East 
Middlebury, and her son Matthew 
of Castleton, Vt.; her sisters Muriel 
Landis and husband Lowell of 
Washington, Vt.; Linda Babbitt 
and husband Ken of Salisbury, Vt.; 
Candace Torrey and partner Glenn 
Ellifritz of Oakland, Md.; along 
with numerous cousins, nephews 
and nieces throughout Vermont. 
Through her marriage she gained a 
new family who loved her as their 
own. She was predeceased by her 
parents.

She called Vermont home but her 
family took a 15-year detour to the 
Washington, D.C., area in 1993, 
where she was a full-time mother 
who mentored other children at 
the local elementary school and 
volunteered for a variety of school-
related groups. After a time, she 
began working as a pharmacy 
technician after completing the 
certifi cation process and continuing 

SHIRLEY A. SMELA

to do what she liked best: helping 
people.

She moved back to Vermont in 
2008 as her family built a house in 
Cornwall, where she loved working 
in her gardens and helping her 
husband keep bees and chickens. 
She loved watching the wildlife 
in the area and traveling around 
Vermont, enjoying the scenery and 
the people she met. She worked 
part-time at Porter Medical Center 
where she enjoyed helping people 
until her retirement in 2016.

Her fi nal move to her favorite 
home was in 2015 when she retired 
to Brandon, what she called “the 
most wonderful town in Vermont.” 
She loved the people she met, the 
neighbors and shops, and caring 
for her kitties in her house on 
High Street, which she decorated 
with art from the local artists she 
admired. A member of the Brandon 
Forestdale Lions Club, Shirley 
was proud of her work helping the 
club provide vision screening to 
elementary school students. She 
also volunteered as a docent at the 

Stephen Douglas House, where 
she was able to continue her life’s 
work: enjoying everyone she met. 
She continued to love her Boston 
Red Sox, Lake Dunmore, music, 
reading, gardening, and lazy 
afternoon drives around the state. 
Every day was Christmas in her 
mind.

In her fi nal years she was cared 
for by her husband until her 
condition required a move to a 
care facility that was close to her 
beloved home. While there, she 
continued doing what she was 
known for, that is, loving everyone 
she came in contact with. The old 
phrase “A stranger is a friend you 
haven’t met yet” could have been 
coined with her in mind as she 
lived her entire life in a manner 
that brought joy and happiness to 
all she encountered.

And this is why the world has 
become a bit more sad. Shirley 
had the biggest, kindest heart of 
anyone and had nothing but good 
to say about anyone. She couldn’t 
understand anger, nor could she 
express it as “there isn’t any time 
to waste” on such a thing. She 
was the kindest soul anyone ever 
encountered.

Her family thanks the caring staff 
at Wintergreen in Brandon, Dr. Mei 
Lei Frankish, the caretakers from 
Bayada Hospice, and the wonderful 
staff at Project Independence/
Elderly Services in Middlebury for 
their support.

A private memorial will be held 
in the autumn when the colors 
change, for that was Shirley’s 
favorite time of year. (She 
absolutely did not like March and 
mud season!) In lieu of fl owers, 
the family suggests donations be 
made to Project Independence in 
Middlebury, Vermont.◊

HAMPSTEAD, N.C. — 
Stephen Roger Reynolds, 72, 
husband, father and proud papa, 
passed away March 17, 2022 in 
Wilmington, N.C., surrounded by 
family and friends (Richard and 
Tori Lathrop). He was born to 
Roger and Alice (James) Reynolds 
on Nov. 21, 1949, in Middlebury, 
Vt. He lived in Lincoln and Bristol 
for the majority of his life. The 
last year and a half he had moved 
to North Carolina to be close 
to his daughter, son-in-law and 
grandkids. Besides his father, he is 
also predeceased by his brother-in-
law, Albert Curtis.

Stephen spent more than 30 years 
in the trucking industry working 
for Vermont State Transportation 
and Barrett Trucking. Outside of 
work, Stephen was an avid hunter, 
fi sherman and enjoyed being 

STEPHEN ROGER 
REYNOLDS

outdoors, especially camping and 
being around the campfi re with 
friends.

Stephen’s family and close 

Stephen Roger Reynolds, 72, formerly of Bristol/LincolnADDISON — John Matthew 
Beenen Jr., 46, went to his heavenly 
home on March 16, 2022, at 
UVM Medical Center following 
a 1.5-year-long battle with 
Lymphoma. He was born on Sept. 
19, 1975, in Ferrisburgh, Vt. He 
was the son of John and Ava Beenen 
of Ferrisburgh. He married his wife, 
Amanda (Mandy) Vogel on Aug.  
2, 2002 at Maranatha Christian 
Reformed Church in Bowmanville, 
Ontario, Canada. He lived with his 
family in Vergennes and Addison.

John was a member of New 
Haven United Reformed Church. 
He was School Board President at 
Champlain Valley Christian School 
in Vergennes, Vt. John was the JOHN MATTHEW BEENEN JR.

John Matthew Beenen Jr., 46, of Addison
herdsman for Barnes Black and 
Whiteface Ranch in Addison for 
over 20 years. John loved spending 
time with family and friends, 
farming, promoting Champlain 
Valley Christian School, and 
attending Field Days. He will be 
sorely missed by many.

Visiting hours will be on 
Saturday, April 9, from 10-12 p.m. 
at Champlain Valley Christian 
Reformed Church in Vergennes, Vt. 
A memorial service will be at held 
12 p.m. with a fellowship luncheon 
to follow at CVCRC.

Memorial contributions can 
be made to Champlain Valley 
Christian School, 2 Church St., 
Vergennes, VT 05491.◊

MONKTON — Dave Quesnel 
died on March 22, 2022, after a 
courageous battle with early onset 
Alzheimer’s Disease. 

He is pre-deceased by his parents, 
John Louis Quesnel and Anita 
Berger Quesnel of Barefoot Bay, 
Fla. Dave is survived by his sister 
Linda Mathews and her husband, 
Matt, of Riverview, Fla.; his wife, 
Kathleen (Kathy) Rawson Quesnel 
of nearly 33 years; his daughter, 
Laura Quesnel Byrne (and husband 
Jim Krebs) of Towson, Md.; his 
son, Doug Quesnel (and wife 
Dee) of Huntington, Vt.; two 
stepchildren, Dr. Rebecca Joyce 
(and Dr. Stephen) of Richmond, 
Vt., and Christopher Moultroup 
(and Melissa) of Weare, N.H.; and 
six grandchildren: Skylar Quesnel, 
Leo, Augustine and Rose Joyce, 
and Belle and Reed Moultroup. He 
is also survived by several cousins, 
nieces, nephews, and close family 
and friends in Vermont, Maryland, 
New Hampshire, Florida, 
Pennsyvania and Utah.

Dave was born on Jan. 13, 1950, 
in Burlington, Vt. He graduated 
from Vergennes Union High 
School in 1968 and attended 
Johnson State College.  Dave 
began an extensive career (32.5 
years) at Goodrich Corporation, 
a.k.a. Simmonds Precision, in 1985 
located in Vergennes, Vt. Dave 
had a strong passion for working 
with people, providing excellent 
customer service, and executing 
timely and effi cient results.

Shortly after Sept. 11, 2001, 
Dave left Goodrich Corporation. 

DAVID “DAVE” CHARLES 
QUESNEL

He later utilized his extensive 
facility management experience 
in working for Aquilent, Inc., 
which specialized in web design 
and development for the Federal 
Government and other Agencies 
in the D.C. area. Dave retired from 
Aquilent and the family relocated 
back to Vermont in July 2015.

Dave loved sports! He was an 
avid New York Yankees fan and 
looked forward to their spring 
training and seasonal baseball 
games. He also enjoyed football 
(NY Giants) and professional golf.  
Dave was a great chef, and his 
delicious meals were thoroughly 
enjoyed on several occasions by 
his family and friends. He also 
loved and trained the family golden 
retrievers.

One of Dave’s biggest lifetime 
accomplishments with his son Doug 

and best friends John Quesnel and 
Kevin Brooks was his hand-hewn 
built log cabin located in Westford, 
Vt. The cabin was constructed with 
only a chain saw and a desire to 
build a getaway camp on a piece of 
Kathy’s family land — 40 acres and 
a 20-minute walk from the header 
to the cabin. Dave wrote about the 
construction of his rustic cabin and 
then delivered a presentation on 
“How to Build A Log Cabin” to 
the staff and “Project” attendees at 
Middlebury’s Elderly Services in 
July 2019, one year following his 
unexpected Alzheimer’s diagnosis.

Dave was a talented multi-
instrumentalist with a deep 
appreciation of music gleaned 
from his mother and grandmother. 
Skilled on piano, guitar and 
trumpet, he passed his passion 
for music on to his daughter 
Laura, who is an accomplished 
professional fl utist of classical and 
Irish traditional music.

Visiting hours for Dave will be 
held on Tuesday, March 29, from 
6-8 p.m., at the Brown-McClay 
Funeral Home, 48 South Maple 
Street, Vergennes, VT 05491. 
Funeral Mass will be held on 
Wednesday, March 30, at 1 p.m., 
at the St. Peter’s Catholic Church, 
85 S. Maple Street, Vergennes, VT 
05491. In lieu of fl owers, the family 
is requesting donations be made 
in his memory to the Alzheimer’s 
Research Fund. A private graveside 
service will be held at a later date. 

To send online condolences 
to his family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com◊

friends meant the world to him, but 
most important was spending time 
with his two grandkids.

He is survived by his loving wife, 
Lisa Reynolds; daughter Amanda 
Ford (Michael); grandchildren,; 
Leo and Hailey of Leland, N.C; 
mother, Alice Reynolds; brother, 
Jeffrey Reynolds (Laurie); and 
twin sisters, Julie Curtis and Judy 
Booth.

A memorial service will be held 
on Saturday, April 9, at Brown-
McClay Funeral Home in Bristol, 
Vt., from 1 to 3 p.m., followed by a 
celebration of life from 3 to 6 p.m. 
at the American Legion Post 27 on 
Boardman Street (behind G. Stone 
Motors) in Middlebury, Vt.

In lieu of fl owers, the family 
would prefer you make a donation 
to your local Ducks Unlimited 
Organization or Humane Society.◊

MIDDLEBURY — Rita Lucille 
Pelkey died March 22, 2022, at 
age 83. Rita was born on March 
3, 1939, to Hiram Stone and 
Edna (Ploof). She graduated from 
Middlebury High School in 1957. 
She earned her associates degree 
from CCV. 

She held several jobs in the 
Middlebury community, including 
food service at Middlebury 
College, and dining room hostess 
at both Middlebury and Waybury 
Inns. She also sold advertising for 
WFAD.

After retirement, Rita spent much 
of her time knitting and sewing 
items that she lovingly gave to her 
local church and to H.O.P.E. Rita 
was an avid fan of the Middlebury 

RITA LUCILLE PELKEY

College Men’s Hockey Program, 
which she faithfully followed for 
many years. 

Rita Lucille Pelkey, 83, of Middlebury

ADDISON  COUNTY

School News
Tyler Bergmans of Vergennes 

has been selected for the Vermont 
Basketball Coaches Association 
Division 3-4 Dream Dozen team.

Shirley A. Smela, 67, of Brandon

MARION, Mont. — Sandra 
Lee (Rule Carr) Jago passed away 
unexpectedly, March 13, 2022, in 
Marion Montana.

She was born in Middlebury, Vt., 
Jan. 3, 1953, to Robert and Sylvia 
Rule.

Sandy was married to Greg Carr 
for 38 years until he passed. She 
was also known as “Ralph.” Sandy 
spent her early career both as a 
nurse and helper to Greg in their 
electrical business, then continued 
her career as a visiting nurse doing 
what she loved the most — helping 
others — before she settled in 
Montana. She enjoyed sewing, 
baking, traveling and crafting. She 

SANDY LEE JAGO

Sandy Lee (Rule Carr) Jago, 69, formerly of Middlebury
also loved visiting all the National 
Parks in the U.S.

She is survived by her four 
children, Robin Bushey, of 
Phoenix, Ariz.; Tammie Lumbra 
(Cory) of Vergennes, Vt.; Janelle 
Phillips (Anthony) of Addison, Vt.; 
and Andy Carr (Jessica) of Port 
Henry N.Y.: 10 grandchildren and 
one great-granddaughter; brother 
Jerry Rule (Joyce) of Panton, Vt.; 
sister Sharon Whitney of Proctor, 
Vt.; and sister Jodi Obrien, of 
Mineville, N.Y. Sandy also had 
many nieces and nephews.

She will be greatly missed by her 
family.

A celebration of life will be held 
at a later point with family. As an 
alternative to fl owers, memorials 
may be made in her name to the 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.◊

Rita is survived by her daughter, 
Dawn (Jewell) MacIntire and 
husband Bruce of Vergennes; 
by her son, Skye Store and wife 
Diana of Nevada; grandson 
Jared MacIntire and wife Jessi of 
Vergennes; granddaughter Caitlin 
McCarrick and husband James of 
Vergennes; granddaughter Meagan 
MacIntire and partner Chris Heath, 
also of Vergennes; and by four 
great-grandchildren, Alina, Owen, 
Zoie and Samantha.

She was predeceased by her 
second husband, Francis Pelkey, in 
2010.

Calling hours will be held from 
4-6 p.m. on Friday, April 1, at 
Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral 
Home with the funeral at Valley 
Bible Church in East Middlebury 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, April 2, 
followed by a family goodbye at 
Evergreen Cemetery in New Haven. 
There will be a celebration of life 
at Valley Bible Church. In lieu of 
fl owers please make donations to 
H.O.P.E. at 282 Boardman Street 
in Middlebury.  

Arrangements under the 
direction of Sanderson-Ducharme 
Funeral Home; online condolences 
at www.sandersonfuneralservice.
com.◊

The Addison Independent does not charge to print a 100-word Notice 
of Passing. Families may opt for unedited Paid Obituaries, which are 
designated with “◊” at the end. Guidelines are published on our web site: 
www.addisonindependent.com/obits. 

Obituary Guidelines
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We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2014 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER 
XLE 4X4, V6, nav, 128k miles  

$22,995

2012 HONDA PILOT
EX-L AWD, Leather, Loaded, 134k miles

$14,995

2015 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
SR5, 4x4, Loaded, 121k miles

$29,895

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

MUD SEASON SALE!

2015 NISSAN ROGUE
Select RWD, Auto, Loaded, 132k miles

$12,995

Elementary School, whose future 
has become more and more 
uncertain during the past year and 
a half.

SOS member Herb Olson 
summarized the situation in 
his March 8 testimony before 
the Vermont House Education 
Committee.

“In the case of Starksboro, the 
past 15 months have resulted in 
a broken relationship between 
the school district and the 
community,” Olson said. “The 
district planned for months to close 
our school without a town vote, 
despite provisions of our articles 
of agreement guaranteeing a town 
vote before closing a school. Then 
a merger study committee was 
formed that will allow new articles 
of agreement to circumvent the 
town vote promise.”

Frustrated with recent activities 
in the Legislature and the 
ANWSD-MAUSD Merger Study 
Committee, and believing they 
might not have any alternative 
for preserving their school, SOS 

decided to pursue its option of last 
resort: withdrawal. 

“If we wait any longer to 
withdraw it may be too late, and 
our school may be closed,” wrote 
SOS member Nancy Cornell in 
a March 21 Front Porch Forum 
post.
STICKING POINT

There are many in Starksboro 
who want to preserve Robinson 
Elementary School without 
leaving the MAUSD, Cornell told 
the Independent, and she includes 
herself among them.

In fact, she’s pleased with a 
recent facilities planning report 
commissioned by the MAUSD 
board, as well as the board’s 
response to it.

“I think the report lays out a 
whole array of very good options 
that will allow us to keep our 
school open,” she said. “I’m so 
encouraged by that and I feel 
like our school board has made 
a commitment to do everything 
they can to keep all of our schools 
open.”

The sticking point, she said, is 

the ANWSD-MAUSD Merger 
Study Committee, which was 
created a year ago to explore 
the feasibility of combining 
the Bristol-area MAUSD with 
the Vergennes-area Addison 
Northwest School District.

While MAUSD’s articles of 
agreement specify that no school 
may be closed without voter 
permission in the town hosting 
that school, similar articles in 
the ANWSD expired in 2020. 
And even while those particular 
articles were still in force, 
the ANWSD terminated the 
elementary program at Addison 
Central School in favor of a 
district-wide special education 
program, despite overwhelming 
opposition in the town.

Starksboro residents, including 
members of SOS and the town 
selectboard, have repeatedly asked 
the Merger Study Committee 
for assurances that articles for 
a potential merged district will 
honor the articles embedded in 
the MAUSD agreement, but they 

(See Sticking point, Page 14A)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
FERRISBURGH — Ferrisburgh 

selectboard members are pushing 
back on the Vermont Fish & 
Wildlife Department’s proposed 
purchase of the former Kimball 
Brook dairy farm on Ashley Road.

The farm lies in the town’s north 
end and is an operation that newly 
re-elected Chair Jessica James 
said is going out of business. 

At their March 15 meeting, 
selectboard members declined to 
endorse the sale.

James said the selectboard had 
two issues with the deal, which 
could still go forward without the 
town’s backing.

One was that some of the area’s 
best agricultural land — she 
described much of it as a rare patch 
of sandy soil in the Champlain 
Valley’s predominant clay — 
would no longer be farmed.

“It’s really prime. It’s sandy 
loam. It’s really great for growing 
corn,” James said.

The other, James said, is that the 
land, already conserved through 
the Vermont Land Trust and 
paying lowered property taxes, 
would be not only taken off the 
Ferrisburgh tax rolls, but done so 
with tax dollars. 

“Fish & Wildlife will be paying 
for the property. That’s taxpayers’ 
money,” James said. “It’s a triple 
whammy.”

The board wouldn’t mind 

seeing the part of the property near 
Lewis Creek go into F&W’s hands, 
however.

“The area that’s not able to be 
used for agricultural purposes, 
around Lewis Creek where it’s 
marshy, the southern area of the 
property, makes sense for Fish & 
Wildlife,” James said. 

She added that a portion of what 
is now the farm could be connected 

by a bridge over the creek to 
an existing fi shing access the 
department owns off Long Point 
Road. 

James said F&W representative 
Tony Mikula told the board the 
department’s purchase would 
require the governor to sign off 
on it, and the governor could give 
some weight to the selectboard’s 
decision.

Ferrisburgh board opposes purchase

Starksboro
(Continued from Page 1A)

Sign of spring 
A CURIOUS BLUEBIRD, bringing a spot of color to an otherwise dreary spring landscape, checks 

out his new seasonal home in Weybridge this week. 
Photo courtesy of Susan Humphrey

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The 

Vergennes City Council at its 
Tuesday, March 22, meeting 
formally accepted the 70-plus page 
report from the Citizen Review 
Board Exploratory Committee, 
but members said 
they needed more 
information before 
they act on its 
recommendation to 
create a volunteer 
community board to 
help offi cials oversee 
Vergennes police. 

The Citizen Review 
Board Exploratory 
Committee, or CRBEC, 
wrote that it “strongly 
recommends” that the 
council should take 
what it called the “fi rst 
step” of “the formation of a group 
to work with law enforcement” 
and city offi cials in Vergennes 
by creating a “community review 
board.”

To do so the CREBC said the 
council could appoint a committee 
or create one with an ordinance 
or charter change. Committee 
member Mark Koenig told the 
council the charter change would 

make it permanent, an appointed 
committee could be disbanded at 
the whim of a future council, and 
an ordinance would chart a middle 
course.

But councilors were concerned 
that an ordinance might run 

contrary to Vermont 
statute that Councilor 
Mel Hawley said vested 
the authority to operate 
police departments 
solely with their chiefs 
and municipal or city 
managers. 

Councilors said they 
wanted the ordinance 
option clarifi ed before 
they took action. 

Other councilors, 
including Deputy 
Mayor Dickie Austin, 
wondered if including 

police on the review panel might 
help bridge gaps and improve 
communications between the 
department and the community. 

“A community advisory or 
review board that includes 
members of the police force 
makes sense,” Austin said.

Councilor Zoe Kaslow did not 
disagree, but also wanted to make 
sure that any board created would 

allow “space to share concerns,” 
something she said could be a 
challenge with police in the room.

That dialogue led to a larger 
discussion of how citizen 
panels work in other Vermont 
communities, particularly 
Burlington, and councilors said 
they wanted to learn more from 
that angle. 

Ultimately, after a larger 
discussion that touched on the 
issues of racism, implicit bias, 
yard signs, and traffi c-stop data 
that showed more fortunate 
outcomes for white drivers in 
Vergennes and all of Vermont, the 
council tabled the question until it 
could hear from the city attorney 
and get more data from other 
towns. 

CREBC member Jon Kidde 
urged councilors to keep an open 
mind on what he called a panel that 
could benefi t both the community 
and the department, which the 
report also concluded often faces 
an unfair burden dealing with 
societal issues.

“This would be another 
mechanism to make Vergennes a 
welcoming place for all,” Kidde 
said. “It cannot just fall on law 
enforcement.”

Council accepts police report

MIDDLEBURY — 
Good news for folks 
who have been having 
a tough time making 
ends meet. Funding for 
the Vermont Everyone 
Eats program (VEE) 
has been extended 
through July 1. 

VEE was established 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic to provide 
low-income Vermonters 
with sustenance while 
helping fi nancially challenged 
restaurants. The program had 
been set to end on March 3, but 
will now continue until July 1 
due to an extension of FEMA’s 

100% cost sharing for 
existing COVID-19 
relief programs. 

Since August 2020, 
Vermont Everyone 
Eats has provided 
more than 2.25 million 
meals statewide, 
entirely paid for with 
nearly $30 million of 
Federal CARES Act 
and FEMA funds. 
More than 260 
Vermont restaurants 

have participated. More than 
37% of VEE meal ingredients 
from nearly 300 Vermont farms 
and food producers have been 
used by restaurants as part of a 

local purchasing requirement that 
spreads the economic benefi t as 
widely as possible. 

To learn more about the program 
or how to receive a meal, visit the 
Vermont Everyone Eats website at 
vteveryoneeats.org. 

Also, take note: Middlebury’s 
Giving Fridge also provides meals 
through VEE. Giving Fridge 
founder Bethanie Brady said, 
“Anyone can reserve meals from 
The Giving Fridge by emailing 
meals@givingfridge.com. We 
offer pick-up and delivery on 
Thursday and Friday afternoons 
between 4  to 6 p.m.  Walk-ups 
are ok, but reservations are 
encouraged.”

Vt Everyone Eats program extended

“A community 
advisory or 
review board 
that includes 
members of 
the police 
force makes 
sense.”

— Deputy 
Mayor

Dickie Austin 

Since August 
2020, 
Vermont 
Everyone 
Eats has 
provided 
more than 
2.25 million 
meals 
statewide.
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Seeds Seeds Seeds –
Time to start you seeds!

Purchase $30 in seed 
starting supplies and

get 4 FREE Page’s Liberty 
Seed Packets

(see store for details regarding eligible products) – 
whiles supplies last and cannot be combined

 with any other sale or offer. Valid through 3/31/22

PLUS – Shop all of our seeds: 
Agway, Botanical Interests, 

High Mowing (Organic), 
Livingston, Page’s Liberty 

Seeds, Seedway
– Renee’s just arrived!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

     388 Exchange Street

        802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Spring bulbs are
on their way!

Nursery and greenhouse Nursery and greenhouse 
opening soon!opening soon!  

99 Rt. 7 Salisbury, VT 
Open: W-F 2-5p.m. Sat 9a.m.-3p.m.

(802) 363-4388
Gift Certificates make a GREAT gift!

Nop Brothers & Sons 
Angus Beef

Farm Fresh & Local Meat
Large Selection of Prime Cuts
Our rates have stayed the same — 

come check us out!
Visit us at our farm stand at

MIDDLEBURY — Due 
to spring thawing conditions, 
the Middlebury Highway 
Department has closed Creek 
Road — from 3-Mile Bridge 
Road to the Vermont Agency of 
Transportation garage — until 
further notice. 

Officials said the road bed 
has become very soft due to 
rain and the recent spring thaw, 
raising concerns about traffic 
potentially damaging the road 
surface. They qualified that the 
overall condition of the road 
is “good,” fueling optimism it 
will soon be ready to reopen 
once it dries out enough to 
deploy a grader to firm up the 
base. 

A pedestrian over the 
weekend noted that at some 
parts of the road there was 
water on either side, but the 
road itself was not submerged.

Middlebury Public Works 
Operations Director Bill 
Kernan on Monday estimated a 
reopening of Creek Road next 
week, noting water continues 
to rise and there’s a forecast of 
more rain during the coming 
days.

Creek Road has had a long 
history of closures due to 
weather-related issues, owing 
to its close proximity to the 
Otter Creek.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
FERRISBURGH — The 

Ferrisburgh selectboard has 
created a Town Center Committee 
to plan for the future of the village 
area along and around Route 7 that 
includes the town office building 
and the town-owned home next to 
it, Ferrisburgh Central School, the 
Union Meeting Hall, the former 
town clerk’s office now occupied 
by the Ferrisburgh Historical 
Society, and a number of homes 
and businesses. 

Selectboard Chair Jessica James 

said the board was prompted to 
create the committee at its March 
15 meeting in part by the likely 
decision of the Ferrisburgh Center 
United Methodist Church to sell 
“within a year or so” its building 
just to the north of town offices.

Town officials and residents at 
town meeting also talked about the 
future of the area, and James said 
the selectboard agreed it was wise 
to look forward.

“At town meeting the discussion 
came up of what are we doing with 
these properties. We have a lot of 

empty stuff in the center. We should 
be discussing things as a group,” 
she said. “They were asking if we 
could form a committee, and we 
formed a committee just to discuss 
that center.”

The board did not make 
appointments that evening and will 
be seeking volunteers in the weeks 
to come. 

On March 15, the board also:
• Continued to discuss the 

potential $385,000 sale of the 
34-acre town-owned parcel at 
the junction of Routes 7 and 22A 

to a pair of separate businesses. 
James said the town has a signed 
letter of intent, and lawyers for 
all sides were working to meet a 
March 21 deadline for a final sales 
agreement. She said the board 
remains optimistic about the deal.

• Talked about whether the 
town could apply any of its 
American Rescue Plan Act funding 
toward improving the elementary 
school playground, and concluded 
it probably could not, according to 
James. 

• Heard from the board of 

listers that it had successfully 
appealed the town’s Common 
Level of Appraisal, an act that will 
save the town about $40,000 and 
save individual taxpayers a least 
a small amount of money on their 
school taxes. James said the board 
is still working with state officials 
on further raising the CLA, and 
another $80,000 of savings are 
possible.

• Returned James to her 
position as chair and also re-elected 
Clark Hinsdale as the selectboard’s 
vice chair.

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The sparrow 

is one of the world’s tiniest and 
most versatile birds. 
So it seems like an 
apt namesake for 
Beth Svenningsen’s 
new venture, Sparrow 
Art Supply, which a few weeks 
ago nested at 52 Main St. in 
Middlebury.

Svenningsen and her fiancé 
were among the legions of city 
dwellers who sought greener, rural 
pastures during the height of the 
pandemic early last year. The pair 
had been living in the New York 
City area, where Svenningsen 
worked a variety of art/theater 
jobs, including set designer for 
a theater company, landscape 
designer and a composer of store 
window displays.

When she wasn’t at work, 
Svenningsen was 
constantly honing her 
own artistic skills. 
She’s an accomplished 
watercolor painter.

The couple were — 
and remain — avid 
skiers. So they escaped 
when they could to the 
powder-packed slopes 
of Vermont during the 
winter months.

“We always had this 
idea we would maybe 
move up here in five or 
10 years,” she recalled. 
“When the pandemic 
hit, that made us 
reassess; maybe this 
was the time.”

And they’ve had no regrets.
“We’ve never looked back,” 

Svenningsen, 30, said. “It’s been 
amazing.”

Beth is already plugged into 
the arts community, and belongs 
to the Brandon Artists Guild, a 

collaborative of creative persons 
who share management of the 
cooperative’s store at 7 Center St.

Upon relocating 
to Middlebury, 
Svenningsen quickly 
sized up the job market 
with the goal of using 

her art skills to earn her living. 
At the same time, she found no 
shortage of beautiful scenery to 
immortalize on canvass. But when 
it came time to replenish her art 
supplies, she learned she had to 
travel an hour to find the nearest 
full-service store.

The lack of such a store in 
an artists’ hub like Addison 
County seemed incongruous to 
Svenningsen.

Where there was a void, she 
saw opportunity. So she seriously 
weighed starting up her own arts 
supply store, where artists could 

see and touch products 
rather than throwing 
caution to the wind with 
online purchases.

Still, as a recent 
transplant without 
a lot of resources, 
Svenningsen saw her 
store aspirations as 
more of a dream than 
something to put on her 
to-do list.

Until, that is, she 
found out about the 
Better Middlebury 
Partnership’s Kick 
Start program, which 
offered grants of 
$15,000 to $20,000 to 
entrepreneurs seeking 

to fill one of several downtown 
storefront vacancies that had been 
created by  a combination of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, a massive 
rail tunnel project, and market 
forces. Svenningsen was among 
six hopefuls whose business plans 

were vetted and awarded a Kick 
Start grant.

“I thought, ‘What do I have to 
lose by submitting an idea?’” she 
recalled, adding Sparrow would 
not have taken flight for many 
years had it not been for a Kick 
Start grant.

Next, Svenningsen found a 
nice store space at 52 Main St., 
down a flight of stairs just on the 
south side of the historic Battell 
Bridge. It affords ample room for 
Sparrow’s diverse products, as 

well as for a gallery in which artists 
can display select creations. All are 
for sale, and Sparrow gets a small 
commission.

A tour of Sparrow’s shelves 
reveals an eclectic mix of items 
essential to art creators. There 
are paint brushes of all sizes, 
easels, canvasses, fine paper, 
X-Acto knives, bookmaking 
supplies, printmaking essentials, 
oils, watercolors, storage boxes, 
sketchbooks and pottery products. 
And a whole lot more.

But Svenningsen hasn’t 
overloaded her shelves. She wants 
to hear from the artists about what 
they want, to ensure satisfaction.

More than just an art supplies 
hub, Svenningsen wants Sparrow 
to be a one-stop shop for creative 
people. Along with offering the 
mini gallery, she plans to offer 
workshops, open drawing sessions 
and meet-ups. She envisions 
gatherings of artists for figure 
drawing or still-life painting 
sessions.

“It’s a low-pressure environment 
to be able to make art,” she said of 
the sessions.

Future workshops will provide 
instruction — perhaps introducing 
a new creative process, like paper 
marbling. She has a survey set 
up on her website — sparrow-
art-supply.square.site — to get a 
sense of the goods and services 
prospective clients want.

Svenningsen’s “meet-ups” will 
involve email/social media blasts 
to artists to gather at an outdoor 
location — say a local orchard, 
for example — for painting or 
drawing sessions.

“I’m really striving to create 
a community, and ways to serve 
the community,” she said. “Being 
an artist can be a little lonely 
sometimes, and I think it’s nice to 
have a meeting place that’s very 
inclusive.”

Sparrow is currently open 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Wednesday 
through Saturday, and 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on Sundays. Svenningsen 
said she might adjust hours based 
on demand.

She has high hopes for Sparrow, 
and believes Middlebury is the 
right place for her store.

“I don’t think this idea would 
have worked anywhere else. I 
think the ideas I have for this shop 
are made for Vermont,” she said. 

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Creek Road
closed due to
spring thaw

Sparrow Art Supply takes flight in Middlebury
Svenningsen fills a need in Middlebury

BETH SVENNINGSEN HAS opened Sparrow Art Supply in downtown 
Middlebury, a store that caters to the many needs of creative people.

Independent photo/John Flowers

ADDISON COUNTY
Business News

Ferrisburgh creates a new town center committee

MONTPELIER —Vermont’s 
trout fishing season opens 
Saturday, April 9. Despite 
lingering snow cover in some 
areas of the state, the Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife Department 
says anglers can still have fun and 
be successful early in the season 
if they keep a few strategies in 
mind.

Anglers fishing early in the 
spring should adjust their tactics 
based on conditions. Trout will 
become more active with warmer 

water temperatures. Finding a 
good location and presenting bait 
or a lure without spooking the 
trout will create a good chance 
of catching a few fish. Finding a 
small to medium low-elevation 
river or stream that is not too 
murky from spring runoff can be 
key. Trout are cold-blooded and 
may be slow to bite, especially 
with low water temperatures, so it 
is important that they can see bait, 
a lure or a fly.

Larger baits can often be more 

effective for enticing 
early-season trout into 
biting. Spin-anglers 
should try nightcrawlers, 
egg imitations, or bright 
colored spoons and 
spinners. Fly anglers 
may find success in the 
early season by drifting 
large, more visible flies 
such as wooly buggers, 
streamers, or San Juan 
worms along the bottom 
in slower pools and runs.

Trout will often hold 
close to the bottom 
in the deeper areas of 
streams during high-
flow conditions to 
conserve energy. Choose 
locations and tactics that 
allow a slow retrieval 
right along the bottom. 
Focus on deep holes 
behind current breaks 
created by big boulders, downed 
trees or log jams where trout may 
be resting. If possible, approach 

the hole from downstream 
as trout will often orient 
themselves facing the 
current.

While Vermont offers 
excellent and diverse 
fishing opportunities 
for wild trout, stocking 

also occurs in many lakes, 
ponds, streams, and 
rivers where wild trout 
populations are low or 
absent. This generally 
happens in April and 
May each year once 
the ice has melted 
and following spring 
runoff. 

Early in the season 
anglers will probably 
have more success 
focusing on waters 
known to hold wild 
trout.  

Anglers should 
check the department’s website 
frequently to see what nearby 
waters have been stocked, as 

updates are made to the Trout 
Stocking page at tinyurl.com/vt-
fish-stock several times per week.

Anglers who like to fish and 
release their catch don’t need to 
wait for opening day. Nearly all 
waterbodies are now open year-
round to catch-and-release fishing 
for trout in Vermont. Check the 
2022 Vermont Fishing Guide and 
Regulations, which is available 
free from license agents, and is 
on Vermont Fish and Wildlife’s 
website at www.eregulations.com/
vermont/fishing.

A helpful overview of the new 
fishing regulations can be found at 
vtfishandwildlife.com/new-2022-
fishing-regulations-overview.

The department reminds 
anglers that in almost all cases 
regulations have been simplified. 
For any river, stream, lake or 
pond not listed in the Index of 
Rivers and Streams or Index of 
Lakes and Ponds go to General 
Fishing Regulations on page 52. 

Vermont’s trout season to open on Saturday, April 9

“I don’t 
think 
this idea 
would have 
worked 
anywhere 
else. I think 
the ideas I 
have for this 
shop are 
made for 
Vermont.”

— Beth 
Svenningsen

Focus on 
deep holes 
behind 
current 
breaks 
created by 
big boulders, 
downed 
trees or log 
jams where 
trout may be 
resting. 
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Maple Sap Hot Dogs 
and Chips

Ol’ Time Maple Sap Boiling & 
Maple Pancake Breakfast

Outdoor Affair — dress warm!

Saturday, March 26th 

with fresh o�  the farm maple syrup, 
sausage, homemade home fries, 

co� ee and juice.

884 Route 74E, Shoreham, Vermont  •  (802) 897-2448  •  Vermonttradewinds.com   
7 miles from Rt. 30 Cornwall Junction (please call for directions).

8am-12pm 11am-4pm

Horse-drawn wagon rides 
— Nick and his 
draft horses

•Maple Cream Donuts, Maple Walnut bars, Maple Co� on 
Candy, Sugar-on-Snow and maple treats.
•See how maple syrup is made the old 

fashioned way!
•2022 Vermont Maple Syrup is available! 
Don’t forget to bring your own container 

to fi ll up with Syrup-on-Tap!

All-You-Can-Eat 
Pancake Breakfast

$9.00 Adult    
$7.00 Child

Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

8th in a series
By RICHARD HOPKINS

All methods of producing and 
distributing energy have costs, or 
downsides. We need to be clear-
eyed about what these are, and to 
incorporate costs that are hard to 
quantify in dollar terms into our 
public discourse about our energy 
future. No free lunch, and all that.

Here are some of the kinds of 
costs I mean — and this is not a 
comprehensive list.

• Burning fossil fuels to 
generate electricity and in internal 
combustion engines releases 
greenhouse gases, leading to 
global climate change, and also 
causes harmful air pollution due 
to particulates, sulfur oxides and 
nitrogen oxides.

• Operating hydroelectric 
energy systems causes flooding 
of forests and wetlands, and when 
we buy hydroelectric power from 
Québec we own part of the damage 
caused by dams and reservoirs.

• When we buy such power, 
we also own part of the resulting 
damage to First Nations 
communities and cultures.

• Operating commercial-size 
wind farms may damage fisheries 
or bird life, cause noise pollution, 
damage sensitive habitats, and 
threaten the tourist industry 
because of damage to view sheds. 

• Extraction and transport of 
fossil fuels releases methane (a 
potent greenhouse gas) to the 
atmosphere, poses risks of oil 
spills, may leave ugly scars on the 
landscape, and harms wildlife.

• High-tension electric 
transmission lines may damage 
important view sheds, and pose 
some danger to wildlife.

• Tidal electricity generation 
has not lived up to its technical 
promise so far, but if widely 
implemented would carry the risk 
of damage to fisheries and marine 
life and to coastal view sheds.

• Electric heat pumps and air 
conditioning systems have used 
refrigerants that are themselves 
significant greenhouse gases; 
replacements with lower global 
warming potential are being 
phased in.

• Mining, refining and 
transporting the materials needed 
to build photovoltaic solar 
panels or wind turbines, and 
manufacturing the equipment, 
carries a risk of environmental 
damage, costs some energy, and 

may make us party to 
unfair labor practices or 
worse. 

• S i m i l a r l y , 
eventual disposal 
of solar panels 
when they have 
worn out could be 
problematic.

• Like wind 
farms, large solar 
farms could threaten 
important view sheds, and 
their construction and maintenance 
may leave scars on the landscape.

• Nuclear power plants in place 
today carry a risk of very rare but 
catastrophic breakdowns, and 
the problem of very long-term 
management of toxic nuclear 
waste has not been fully solved. 

• Burning wood to heat 
buildings is likely to increase 
greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere in the short run, and 
making such burning carbon 
neutral in the longer run requires 
forest management practices that 
have not yet been universally 
implemented.

• Most of the costs mentioned 
are likely to be unevenly distributed 
among population groups, and 
marginalized populations have 
historically borne the brunt of 
these costs.

To my knowledge every way 
of replacing the burning of fossil 
fuels — which I take as an absolute 
imperative — has run into citizen 
or political opposition on one 
ground or another, often from 
environmentalists or other public-
spirited people. This includes 
solar, wind, tidal, nuclear, biomass 
and hydroelectric. The objections 
generally are reality-based and 
need to be taken seriously.

There is no obvious 
environmental cost to conservation 
and efficiency in use of energy. But 
achieving substantial reductions in 
energy use through conservation 
and efficiency usually costs 
money, at least in the short run. 
Financing such investments and 
making them equitable across all 
income sectors is a continuing 
challenge. 

In any case we can never get 
to zero greenhouse gas emissions 
from conservation and efficiency 
of fossil fuels alone — we also 
have to switch to electricity and 
make our electricity less carbon-
intensive. The mantra is “electrify 
everything, decarbonize the 

electricity” — we need 
to do both to achieve 

real reductions in 
greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

I believe it is 
disingenuous to 
focus on the costs 
or harms of one 

method of meeting 
energy needs, 

without comparing 
them to the costs or 

harms of alternatives. Relying on 
hydroelectric power as we do in 
Vermont makes us party to harming 
indigenous peoples in Québec 
and environmental damage from 
dam building. And building wind 
farms along our ridgelines has 
drawn fierce opposition. And 
expanding the natural gas service 
area is building problematic 
fossil fuel infrastructure. And 
weatherizing tens of thousands of 
homes is expensive. But we need 
to get beyond the objections to the 
various alternatives. 

Arguing that “my favorite 
solution has no costs or harms, 
while yours has unacceptable 
costs” probably does not 
advance our discussion. We 
need to identify an actual plan 
to stop burning fossil fuel and to 
eliminate greenhouse gas releases 
from energy production, while 
minimizing collateral damage. 

To stop it, not reduce it by 10% or 
15% over 10 years. Scale is really 
important. Figuring out how to 
make enough energy for our needs 
and to minimize harms and costs 
while eliminating the burning of 
fossil fuels and release of methane 
requires committed people of 
good will to have really difficult 
conversations with each other, as 
well as with the representatives of 
the climate polluters. 

We don’t, to my knowledge, 
have really good and widely 
accepted methods of comparing 
these diverse costs and harms to 
each other, and we need them. 

There is no such thing as a free 
lunch, but we might be able to 
make the cost of lunch visible and 
to minimize it. 

—————
Richard Hopkins is a retired 

epidemiologist and current 
climate data expert with the 
Climate Economy Action Center 
of Addison County.

No free lunch for energy production
leader would be publicized as soon 
as the hiring process has been 
completed.

Officials are confident they’ll 
be getting an excellent leader: 
70 people applied for the right to 
shepherd the Sheldon through an 
exciting period in its history. 

Meanwhile, the planning and 
financing of the Sheldon’s latest 
capital improvement plan is 
being closely watched by Taylor 
Rossini, the museum’s collections 
& development associate and its 
primary grant writer.

“2021, for the museum, ended up 
being kind of a culminating year, in 
terms of deferred maintenance in 
the building,” she explained.

The centerpiece of the museum 
is the venerable Judd-Harris House. 
Built in 1829 and home to Henry 
Sheldon until his death in 1907, the 
structure is always in need of some 
TLC. Right now, we’re talking 
about windows, boilers, an elevator 
and interior fixes.

“We found ourselves confronted 
during the past couple of years with 
the pressing need for an HVAC 
upgrade; we’ve had several very 
old, oil-fired furnaces that were in 
dire need of replacement,” Rossini 
said. “We were in a situation where 
each consecutive winter we might 
have been facing a full heating 
failure.”

That would be a disaster for the 
Sheldon’s collection, including 
furniture, porcelain, textiles — 
materials that don’t like getting very 
cold or hot, nor a huge fluctuation 
in temperature.

This situation provided 
momentum last year for separate 
projects to replace the museum 
boilers and restore 29 historic 
windows.

“Many of those windows are 
original to the building … We 
have windows of various ages, in 
varying stages of disrepair,” Rossini 
said. “So we made the decision to 
address all the historic windows 
and get everything back to the same 
status.”

The 1772 Foundation and the 
Preservation Trust of Vermont 
provided key financial support for 
the endeavor. Rossini on Thursday 
happily reported that 11 museum 
windows have now been restored, 
while remaining 18 windows will 
be fixed later this year as part of a 
second phase.

Total estimated cost of all the 
window work: around $90,000.
ELEVATOR REPAIR

Unfortunately, the museum 
ran into another major expense 
in September when its elevator 
unexpectedly went on the fritz. The 
main culprit: a busted piston, driving 
the need for a $70,000 repair plan.

“It’s absolutely critical for both 
visitors and staff to access all three 
floors of the museum, and we 
were without it from September 
to (February),” said Rossini. In 
addition to moving people, the 
elevator is essential for transporting 
at-times large items — including 
sculptures and furniture — among 
the three floors of the building.

U.S. Rep. Peter Welch, D-Vt., 
helped the museum secure $85,000 
in congressionally directed 
spending (formerly known as an 
“earmark”) to help cover window-
related expenses and replacement 
of the two failing oil furnaces with 

a new energy-efficient natural gas 
boiler with air handlers.

Rossini and her colleagues were 
grateful for the federal assist, 
and marveled at the generosity 
of museum supporters — one of 
whom made a $50,000 pledge to 
the window and HVAC projects. 
Others contributed smaller amounts 
through a window sponsorship 
program.

“We were absolutely floored,” 
she said. “Their generosity was truly 
game-changing for the museum in 
this moment.”

The repaired elevator is now 
doing yeoman’s service taking 
portions of the museum’s textile 
collection from the third floor to the 
museum’s basement, where they 
are undergoing a freezing treatment 
to neutralize an infestation of 
“casemaking clothes moths” 
uncovered during the pandemic. 
Officials believe the moths hitched 
a ride into the museum on a donated 
rug and then started munching and 
multiplying.

“They are an unfortunately 
common pest to find in houses 
and museum archival spaces. They 
feed on cottons, linens and organic 
material. So a textile room is a very 
happy place for them to be,” Rossini 
said ruefully.

If there’s a silver lining to the 
moth episode, it’s forced the 
museum to take serious measures 
to protect its textiles for the long 
haul. That will include temporarily 
emptying the textile room to replace 
flooring, patch walls and install 
new lighting — basically creating a 
sealed, pristine space for the return 
of the textiles once they’ve been 
frozen at a temperature of minus-10 
Fahrenheit.

The museum is planning on new 
hires to further its mission and 
oversee its collection. In addition 
to the soon-to-be-filled executive 
director’s post, the Sheldon is:

• Currently advertising for a 
part-time collections manager 
responsible for the museum’s three-
dimensional artifacts and its textiles 

room. That employee will also 
develop intake procedures to ensure 
donated materials are pest-free.

• Determining how to replace 
Rossini, who’s headed to grad 
school this summer.

Considering re-establishing 
a “museum educator” position, 
someone who among other things 
develops programming for school 
students, online offerings and helps 
with special events.

Sheldon Associate Director Mary 
Manley said it’s been eight years 
since the museum’s had an educator 
position.

“We haven’t been able to do 
school tours for years,” she said, 
adding the new hire could “work 
with teachers and bring that (school) 
audience in.”

• Considering a cataloguing 
position for the museum’s research 
center. Once Rossini leaves, Eva 
Garcelon-Hart will be the lone 
archivist.

At this point the museum is 
functioning with six employees, 
two of whom are part-time.

Manley stressed the museum 
has been fortunate in attracting 
volunteers, as well as interns 
and work study students from 
Middlebury College.

One will never get rich working 
for a museum, Sheldon officials 
acknowledge, but the ultimate goal 
is to elevate the current workers to 
full-time status, with benefits.

Beefing up personnel will require 
an infusion of more cash, and 
Sheldon leaders are considering 
an endowment fund to help cover 
operating costs into the future. 
Cockrell promised more details 
soon about a major fund drive.

“The campaign committee wants 
to do a feasibility study first,” she 
said.

Cockrell hopes donors agree with 
the museum’s long-range priorities.

“It’s an iconic building here in 
Middlebury, but it also houses 
Middlebury’s past, present and 
what we can glean about our future, 
too,” she said.

REPAIR WORKERS SPENT several months fixing the Sheldon 
Museum’s elevator, which is essential for enabling people and goods 
— like sculptures and furniture — to travel between the Middlebury 
institution’s three floors.

Photo courtesy of Sheldon Museum

Sheldon
(Continued from Page 1A)

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Vermont State Police operating 
out of the New Haven barracks on 
March 16 wrapped up investigation 
into a nearly year-old complaint. The 
case was delayed due to the lengthy 
process of retrieving social media 
records, troopers reported.

On March 17 state police received 
a complaint that Sabrina Wedge, 39, 
of Charlotte had used social media 
to intimidate and harass a Vergennes 
teenager. On March 16, 2022, 
troopers cited Wedge to appear in 
Addison County Superior Court, 
Criminal Division, on May 16 to 
answer the charge of disturbing the 
peace by electronic communications.

Separately, on March 18 at around 
3 p.m. troopers were dispatched 

to the area of Hardscrabble Road 
in Monkton for a complaint of a 
suspicious motor vehicle that lead to 
an impaired driving citation. Police 
report that Christina Forgette, 24, of 
Burlington was being attended to by 
Bristol Rescue Squad members.

While speaking with Forgette, 
troopers observed indicators of 
impairment. They screened her for 
driving under the influence and then 
allowed the rescue squad take her to 
UVM Medical Center. Later they 
cited Forgette for DUI, first offense.

That next day, March 19, a 
Leicester woman was cited for 
DUI — this time in Charlotte. Just 
after midnight, troopers stooped a 
motor vehicle travelling north on 
Route 7 in Charlotte, allegedly at 

67 mph in a 50 mph zone. Police 
report that driver Carrie Newton, 31, 
of Leicester displayed several signs 
of impairment, and ultimately they 
issued her the DUI citation.

Then on March 20, again shortly 
after midnight, troopers responded 
to a reported family fight at a home 
on Stovepipe City Road in Panton. 
After investigating, police alleged 
that Richard Ambrose, 50, of 
Panton had caused bodily injury to 
a household member. Police further 
report that Ambrose had an earlier 
conviction for domestic assault.

Police arrested Ambrose, took 
him to the New Haven barracks for 
processing, cited him for second 
degree aggravated domestic assault 
and released him with conditions.

Vermont State Police Log



PAGE 10A — Addison Independent, Thursday, March 24, 2022

HOME IMPROVEMENT
a special section from the Addison Independent

Interested in advertising? Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com.

03-31ATTENTION 
SELF-EMPLOYED  CARPENTERS

then come to work for US!
Do what you love without the headaches of running a business.

We offer great pay, comprehensive benefits and growth opportunities.

APPLY TODAY!
802.482.5777 - polliconstruction.com

Doing Paperwork?

Chasing Money?

Paying Bills?

Managing people?

Unsteady Income?

ARE YOU TIRED OF...

Keep up to date with all the action, read

Arts + Leisure   every Thursday in the Addy Indy!

Keep up to date with all the action, read

Arts + Leisure every Thursday in the Addy Indy!

Student
art

MIDDLEBURY 
UNION HIGH 
SCHOOL students 
in teacher Kylie 
Wolgamott’s classes 
hang their artwork 
in an exhibition at 
Town Hall Theater’s 
Jackson Gallery on 
Tuesday morning. 
The show is on view 
through Monday, 
March 28, when 
there will be a 
closing reception 
from 5-6 p.m.

Independent photos/
Steve James

SASKIA GORI-MONTANELLI

MEGAN BALPARDA

VIVIANA HAMMOND AND ELLA LANDIS

JOE PELLERIN

CLARE MOLYNEAUX

RITA HO

REILLY LAWSON
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Join the Middlebury 
Area Little League!

Baseball and Softball
All students in grades K-6 are invited to play.

Open Online Registration Dates:
January 3, 2022 – April 1st, 2022

Cost: $70 for single player or $100 per family
To Register: Visit Middleburyparksandrec.org

Farm League (Ages 4-6) – A great first exposure to 
baseball, Farm League players will meet Satur-
day mornings to build skills and gain awareness 
about the game. The focus is fun and caregivers 
are asked to remain with their players.

Rookie League (Ages 6-8) – Rookie League teams 
play an exciting brand of coach-pitch baseball. 
Teams will generally meet twice a week and will 
have an additional game a week once the season 
gets underway. Players gain skills that will be 
helpful to everyone at the next level. There is 
some travel within Addison County.

Minors Baseball/Softball (Ages 8- 10) – This is 
the first level of player-pitch ball. Teams will 

generally practice two or three times a week 
with one or two games a week once the season 
begins. There will be some travel, almost all of 
it within Addison County.

Majors Baseball/Softball (Ages 10 -12) – The 
highest level of Little League play, players can 
expect to practice several times a week and 
play in multiple games per week once the sea-
son gets underway. There will be travel, some 
of it outside of Addison County. There will be 
mandatory assessments for all Minors and Ma-
jors players. Date to be determined. Not sure 
of your player’s “League Age”? Check out www.
littleleague.org and search “Age Chart.”

SPECIAL NOTE – To ensure the continuation of this valuable youth program, Middlebury Area Little 
League needs YOU! Seeking volunteers for a range of tasks including administrative support, 

fundraising, coaching, umpiring, and much more.

For more information: middareall@gmail.com. 
Like us on Facebook to stay current on events and information.

Serving: Bridport • Cornwall • Leicester • Middlebury • Ripton • Salisbury • Shoreham • Weybridge • Whiting

dennis@newtonerac.com • 802- 388 -1431
www.newtonerac.com

* amounts range from $250-$500  
depending on model purchased.

A purchase made with us for a
Mitsubishi Cold Climate Heat Pump

from April 1st to May 15th will 
qualify you to receive a Visa gift card!*

Chamberlin
(Continued from Page 1A)

of meeting those expectations.”
Chamberlin, who is working 

toward her administrative 
certification through the Upper 
Valley Educators Institute, also 
answered a question about what 
students, staff, families and ANWSD 
residents should know about her.

She described herself as a “giant 
nerd” who loves learning and 
education, enjoys research projects, 
likes “getting outside,” has dogs, has 
completed a Vermont Sun triathlon 
and would like to do another, reads 
Young Adult science fiction and 
fantasy novels, enjoys mysteries on 
TV, and “used to build PowerPoints 
for fun when I was in elementary 
school.”

Early on at elementary school in 
Fayston, Chamberlin said she was 
pegged as an educator.

“My kindergarten 
teacher told me I was 
going to be a teacher, 
and I fought it until 
college,” she said.

That is, Chamberlin 
denied her destiny until 
she took an education 
course at UNH and 
“realized I was going 
to be a teacher.” She 
added an education minor to her 
history major, and went on to get her 
master’s in the field. 

Then came a career hiccup. 
Chamberlin didn’t feel supported in 
her first teaching job and left after 
two years to spend an AmeriCorps 
year working with Habitat for 
Humanity in Oakland, California.

“It was a great experience, and I 
gained a lot of knowledge,” she said.

Then, Chamberlin said, August 
rolled around and she felt “grumpy” 
about not returning to school.

“And that’s when I realized I was 
meant to be in a classroom,” she 
said.

Four years teaching middle school 
in Hillsborough, N.C, followed, 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — At the same 

time that Addison Northwest 
School District hired Jody 
Chamberlin as the new principal of 
Vergennes Union High School, the 
board on March 14 also brought 
aboard April Jean Wortman as 
the VUHS director of school 

counseling. 
Wortman will come to VUHS 

from Mount Abraham Union High 
School, where she’s served as 
the director of school counseling 
and supports since July 2020. For 
three years before then, she was 
the Mount Abe student support 
coordinator, and she served there 

as a high school counselor for a 
year prior to that. 

Wortman, a Hinesburg resident, 
has a 2008 master’s degree in 
school counseling from Seattle 
University and bachelor’s degrees 
from Springfield College (2000) 
and The College of New Jersey 
(1998).

until she felt the tug of her home 
state and family. 

“It’s beautiful up here, and I love 
the four seasons,” Chamberlin said. 
“I don’t plan on going anywhere.”

Before Chamberlin moved 
up to the position of student 
support co-coordinator, she taught 
middle school Social Studies at 
Williamstown Middle High School 
from 2014 until 2021. 

With the COVID pandemic, 
Chamberlin started seeing a 
greater need she thought she could 
meet. She earned the student 
support position and started on the 
administrative track. 

“With COVID, our students 
are really struggling,” she said. 
“I’d already started feeling it, 
but COVID made it worse. I lost 
connections with kids when they 

left seventh grade. And 
the whole reason I’m 
in teaching is because 
I love working with 
students. So I started 
looking at getting into 
student support, and my 
school district supported 
getting me into a 
principal program...

“It was really out of a 
need to see kids outside 

of the classroom and see kids past 
sixth and seventh grade.”
ON TO VUHS

With her administrative license 
on the way, she started looking for 
a job within an hour’s drive of the 
Mad River Valley. VUHS caught her 
eye because childhood memories 
and teen work experience made her 
familiar with the Vergennes area. 

“We used to go to Button Bay for 
field trips in elementary school, and 
I always loved that,” Chamberlin 
said, adding that as a teen she 
worked a number of catering gigs 
in and around Ferrisburgh and 
Vergennes. 

“There was one job we spent the 
whole weekend in Vergennes, and I 

loved it. It’s always been this sort of 
magical place to me,” she said.

Her résumé and preliminary 
interview earned her a site visit, and 
Chamberlin came away impressed.

“There was artwork on the walls, 
and it was bright and colorful, 
and you could tell it was student-
centered,” she said. “There was joy 
in the hallways, which means there 
is life in the school, so I got even 
more excited for the interview.”

She also enjoyed meeting with 
people at the school, notably the 
students. 

“It grew from there with the full 
day I spent with the kids,” she said. 
“They wanted to get to know me 
as a person. It wasn’t like I was a 
brand-new adult in the school. They 
were really invested. And I think 
student voice is really important, 
and you could tell that exists.”

Chamberlin will replace 
Stephanie Taylor as full-time 
VUHS leader. Taylor resigned 
from VUHS in October after eight-
plus years due to a pressing family 
concern. Vice Principal Ed Cook 
has been serving as the school’s 
interim principal.

“I’m looking forward to getting 
to know Vergennes, Addison, 
Panton, Waltham and Ferrisburgh,” 
Chamberlin said. “And I’ve already 
started to go over there and explore.” 

“And I can’t wait to start in July,” 
she added.

JODY  CHAMBERLIN

Wortman joins VUHS as director of counseling

The department recommends 
taking down bird feeders 
between March and December, 
storing garbage in bear-proof 
containers or structures, using 
electric fences to keep chickens 
and honeybees safe, requesting 
a bear-proof Dumpster from 
your waste hauler, feeding 
your pets indoors, and never 
feeding bears — deliberately or 
accidentally. Learn more here: 
tinyurl.com/5cbrdhyy.

Speaking of animals the State 
of Vermont requires that all dogs 
and wolf-hybrids be registered 
with your town clerk each year by 
April. The fee to register your pet 
is $14 for a spayed or neutered 
animal and $18 if the animal is 
not altered. Also, Homeward 
Bound at 236 Boardman St. in 
Middlebury will offer a rabies 
vaccination clinic on April 16 
from 10 a.m. to noon.

The Addison County Solid 
Waste Management District 
has a small pile of Merry Mulch 
available for free to residents 
of Addison County. The mulch 
may be found at the district 
transfer station at 1223 Route 
7 South in Middlebury. Solely 
composed of ground Christmas 
trees collected curbside in 
Middlebury, this mulch is a 
rough and somewhat stringy 
product, but is great for use 
around plants that prefer 
acidic soils. Load your own 
mulch at no cost, or receive a 
loader scoop for a $5 fee. The 
mulch should move quickly, so 
consider calling ahead to see 
what’s left before making the 
trip.

It’s an exciting time of year as 

migratory birds return to Vermont 
to nest and raise their young. 
Peregrine falcons have already 
returned to their nesting cliffs 
and can be seen throughout the 
state. With that in mind, officials 
have set some seasonal limits on 
the use of some Green Mountain 
National Forest property to 
ensure the falcons can nest in 
peace. Forest Service officials 
have specifically closed access at 
two prominent cliff sites within 
the Rochester and Middlebury 
Ranger Districts. Beginning 
on March 15, the Rattlesnake 
Cliff Area (Salisbury) and the 
Mount Horrid Great Cliff Area 
(Rochester) were closed, and will 
remain so until Aug. 1. Peregrine 
falcon populations suffered 
declines due to the use of DDT 
in the 1940s, but have rebounded 
since their reintroduction in the 
1980s. Even though peregrines 
are now considered a recovered 
species in Vermont, it’s critical 
to minimize human disturbance 
to nest sites so that the species’ 
recovery continues. Last year was 
a successful year for Vermont 
peregrine, with 40 nesting pairs 
producing 68 young that fledged 
from their cliff nests. Note: 
Disturbing peregrine falcons 
and/or these nesting grounds is a 
violation of federal law and could 
result in a fine up to $5,000 and 
six months in jail. Please report 
harassment of nesting peregrine 
falcons to 1-800-75ALERT.

Please consider helping 
monitor the water quality of 
the rivers that provide joy and 
sustenance to Addison County 
residents and visitors. The 
Addison County River Watch 
Collaborative runs on volunteer 
power, love of our rivers — 
and perhaps a little coffee. 

The nonprofit group will run 
training sessions for volunteers, 
beginning with orientation on 
Tuesday, April 5, from 7 to 8 
p.m. (virtual meeting via Zoom 
– link posted at acrpc.org/
acrwc); hands-on training in 
the field, Saturday, April 23 (10 
a.m. to noon in Bristol’s Town 
Green gazebo on the Green); 
and 1 to 3 p.m. at the recreation 
pavilion in Middlebury next 
to Mary Hogan Elementary 
School. Choose the location and 
time that is most convenient. 
Sampling in the Lemon Fair, 
Little Otter Creek, and New 
Haven and Middlebury rivers, 
and Dead Creek and Barnes 
Brook watersheds begins on 
Tuesday, April 26. Trained 
volunteers sample rivers in 
these watersheds on Tuesdays, 
twice per month, once a month 
on the New Haven, from late 
April to early September. If 
you’d like to volunteer, please 
contact Matthew Witten, 
ACRWC Managing Director, 
at 802-434-3236 or acrwcvt@
gmail.com. Also, check out 
acrpc.org/acrwc.

As spring temperatures arrive, 
the Vermont Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) is inviting Vermonters 
to report when lakes and ponds 
lose their ice cover, known as the 
“ice-out date.” The spring date 
when a lake becomes completely 
ice-free from shore to shore lets 
DEC staff scientists know the 
best time to begin their seasonal 
water quality sampling efforts. 
For more information, please 
visit the Vermont DEC Lakes and 
Ponds website at dec.vermont.
gov/watershed/lakes-ponds. 

By the way 
(Continued from Page 1A)

“The whole 
reason I’m in 
teaching is 
because I love 
working with 
students.”

— Jody 
Chamberlin

Keep up to date with all the action, read

Arts + Leisure every Thursday in the Addy Indy!
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Reed’s Equipment

Supporting Agriculture in Addison County  
& Beyond Since 1988

 759-2562 
4373 VT Rte. 17W  •  Addison, Vermont

Happy National Ag Week!

CORNWALL — A popular 
Addison County apple orchard has 
been protected for farming and for 
the community to enjoy. 

Barney Jr. and Dee Hodges 
have conserved 171 acres of 
Sunrise Orchards in Cornwall and 
transferred the business to their 
son Barney III and his wife Chris 
Hodges, the Vermont Land Trust 
recently announced. 

Community members 
contributed generously to a 
successful fundraising effort to 
protect the orchard. Further support 
came from the Vermont Housing & 
Conservation Board and the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, and from the Hodges 
family, who sold the development 
rights below market value. 

“The Hodges have grown and 
expanded Sunrise Orchards in 
an impressive way, investing 
in infrastructure and adding 
agritourism opportunities, 
including a farmstand,” said VLT’s 
Al Karnatz. “It’s a great orchard 
for locals and visitors, and the 
community really stepped up to 
help conserve it. We’re excited that 
it will continue to be a fixture in the 

Middlebury area in the future.” 
Established in 1974, the orchard 

began on 88 acres of a former dairy 
farm. Today, Sunrise harvests over 
100,000 bushels a 
year, sells their apples 
wholesale, and has 
their own packing 
facility and housing for 
seasonal workers. 

The orchard is 
well known in the 
Middlebury area and 
is a destination for 
pick-your-own apples. 
Their apples can also 
be found year-round at 
the Middlebury Natural 
Foods Co-op. In 
2021, Sunrise added a 
farmstand with apples, 
cider, treats and coffee, 
and hosted a harvest 
festival in October. 

“Conserving the 
orchard has been our family’s 
wish for decades,” said Barney 
Hodges III. “We’re really excited 
to conserve the orchard. Not just for 
our generation but for generations 
to come. And we’re very grateful 
for the local support that helped 

make this happen.” 
The conserved acreage includes 

the main orchard, as well as 10 
acres of wetlands and ecologically 

sensitive zones 
that have special 
protections. In addition 
to natural resources, 
the conservation 
easement includes 
farm affordability 
protections to ensure 
the land stays available 
for farming into the 
future. 

The Vermont 
Land Trust is a 
statewide, member-
supported, nonprofit 
land conservation 
organization. Since 
1977, the Vermont 
Land Trust has 
protected more than 
2,000 parcels of land 

covering over 615,000 acres. This 
includes more than 900 working 
farms and farmland parcels, 
hundreds of thousands of acres 
of productive forestland, and 
numerous parcels of community 
lands. 

THE HODGES FAMILY has conserved 171 acres of Cornwall orchards and wetlands that overlook both 
the Adirondacks to the west and the Green Mountains to the east.

By USDA Leadership in Vermont 
Tuesday, March 22, was National 

Ag Day, a time for us to thank farmers 
and ranchers and forest landowners 
for feeding, sheltering, and powering 
our nation. We also 
want to celebrate and 
recognize the pivotal 
role of producers 
in mitigating 
climate change 
through voluntary 
conservation efforts.

Climate change is 
happening, evidenced 
by persistent drought, 
frequent tornadoes 
and storms, and larger 
and more powerful 
wildfires. Our 
agricultural communities are on the 
frontlines. Now is the time for us to 
act, and Vermont producers are doing 
their part.

We’re focused on providing 
producers tools to help mitigate 

climate change. As part of this, the 
Biden-Harris Administration has 
taken proactive steps to improve 
programs.

We bolstered the Conservation 
Reserve Program, 
providing an 
incentive for 
c l i m a t e - s m a r t 
practices and 
investing in 
partnerships to 
better quantify the 
benefits of this 
program.

With our 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Quality Incentives 
Program, we 

launched a new cover crop initiative 
as well as new conservation 
incentive contract option, all with 
a goal to make available additional 
funds to help producers conserve 
natural resources.

And finally, we’re enhancing 

federal crop insurance to support 
conservation. In 2021 and 2022, we 
provided producers with a premium 
benefit for acres planted to cover 
crops.

You might be wondering, why 
so much emphasis on cover crops? 
Cover crops help soil sequester more 
carbon, a key tool for mitigating 
climate change; they prevent runoff, 
leading to cleaner water; and they 
boost production through improved 
soil health. But cover crops are just 
one tool, and producers in Vermont 
are also using: 

• Residue and tillage 
management practices; 

• Reduced till practices; 
• Riparian forest buffers; and 
• Forage and biomass plantings. 
Our staff works one-on-one 

with producers to conserve natural 
resources, grow and improve their 
operations, and manage risk. This 
year’s National Ag Day theme is 

National Ag Day celebrates farmers

(See Ag Day, Page 13A)

Cornwall family conserves orchard

“It’s a great 
orchard for 
locals and 
visitors, and 
the community 
really stepped 
up to help 
conserve it. 
We’re excited 
that it will 
continue to be 
a fixture in the 
Middlebury 
area in the 
future.” 

— Al Karnatz
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Introducing a new pasture mix from Preferred Seed Company designed 
 for overseeding and frost seeding!

Want More Out of Your Pastures?

Our Pasture Refresher Mix is a special blend 
of highly palatable forage grasses and clover 
that establish quickly with vigorous growth, 
improving pasture quality and yield. It is an  
excellent choice for frost seeding, over-seeding, 
or no-tilling into an existing pasture.

PASTURE REFRESHER MIX
30% Duo Festulolium
25% Garibatldi Tetraploid Perennial Ryegrass
20% Crown Royale Orchardgrass
15% Zorro Italian Ryegrass
10%  Jumbo Ladino Clover
 •  A premier mix designed for overseeding or 

frost seeding an existing pasture or meadow.
 • Improves quality and yield of existing stands.
 • Well suited for livestock and horses.
 •  Can be seeded straight for new stand 

establishment.
 •  Seed at half rate in two directions when 

broadcasting for best results.
 • Seeding Rate: 15-351bs./acre

88 Seymour Street  
Middlebury, VT
middlebury@bbinc.us 
(802)388-7000 | (800)639-7051

“Growing a Climate for Tomorrow.” 
We know from firsthand experience 
— farmers are doing this. On 
National Ag Day, and every day, we 
encourage you to thank a farmer or 

rancher for food, fiber, and fuel — 
and our future.

Editor’s note: This story was 
provided by John Roberts, State 
Executive Director for USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency; Travis Thomason, 

State Conservationist for USDA’s 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service; and Alexander Sereno, 
Regional Office Director for USDA’s 
Risk Management Agency.

Ag Day
(Continued from Page 12A)

BURLINGTON — Two free 
webinars this spring will give 
farmers, tourism professionals, farm 
stay operators and others involved 
with agritourism an opportunity 
to network and explore topics of 
interest.

Virtual Agritourism Gatherings, 
hosted by University of Vermont 
Extension and the International 
Workshop on Agritourism, is a 
monthly series designed to connect 
people from different countries 
to talk about agritourism. The 
upcoming webinars will run from 
11 a.m. to noon on the following 
dates:

April 6: Agritourism and 

Wellness. This webinar will explore 
the role that agritourism plays in 
amplifying social, individual and 
global wellness. Panelists will share 
their experiences with farms that 
provide healthy food, health and 
healing on different levels. They 
include Simon Phillips, The Piripi 
Group, Wellington, New Zealand; 
Matthew MacMahon, Gould 
Farm, Monterey, Massachusetts; 
and Melisa Oliva, Vermont’s 
Wellness Farm at Ananda Gardens, 
Montpelier.

May 10: Agritourism 
Networking. Several breakout 
sessions will allow participants to 
discuss and share ideas on various 

aspects of agritourism.
Advance registration is 

required. For registration links and 
program details, visitgo.uvm.edu/
agtourism-gatherings. To request a 
disability-related accommodation to 
participate, contact Christi Sherlock 
at (802) 476-2003, ext. 200, or 
christi.sherlock@uvm.edu.

To access recordings and 
resources from past presentations, 
go to www.agritourismworkshop.
com/gatherings-past. Topics 
included regenerative tourism, 
indigenous and tribal perspectives 
on agritourism, and innovative ways 
to sell agricultural products directly 
to consumers, among others.

NEW HAVEN — Thirty-one 4-H 
members tested their dairy industry 
knowledge at the Addison County 
4-H Dairy Quiz Bowl, held March 
6 at the New Haven Town Hall.

The 4-H’ers completed a written 
test and competed in buzzer rounds 
with the scores from both parts of 
the Quiz Bowl used for rankings. 
Questions related to various dairy 
topics from animal health and 
nutrition, breeding and genetics to 
milk production, dairy products and 
showing cattle.

Placements were as follows:
8- and 9-year-olds: Boston 

Wilbur, Orwell (first); Rowdy 
Pope, Bridport (second); Gracelyn 
Barber, Shoreham (third); Sophia 

Roleau, Bristol (fifth); Thomas 
Allen, Vergennes (sixth); Sutton 
Chittenden, Shoreham (seventh); 
and Jazmine Cram (eighth) and 
Caroline Compagna (ninth), both 
from Whiting.

10- and 11-year-olds: Caroline 
Allen, Vergennes (first); Tenley 
Chittenden, Whiting (second); Ava 
Wood, Shoreham (third).

12- and 13-year-olds: Jayden 
Ploof, Panton (first); Chris Brown, 
Vergennes (second); Allen Cram 
(third), Taryn Burns (fourth) 
and Chyanna Stone (fifth), all 
from Whiting; and Bella Roell, 
Middlebury (sixth).

14 and older: Mason Livingston, 
New Haven (first); Elisabeth 

Crawford, Whiting (third); Karissa 
Livingston, New Haven (fourth); 
Isabella Wilbur, Orwell (fifth); 
Brailey Livingston, New Haven 
(sixth); Michaela Charbonneau, 
Salisbury (seventh); Peyton Ball, 
Vergennes (eighth); Mackenzie 
Chase, Bristol (ninth); Ruby 
Hubbell, Shoreham (10th); Tyler 
Linehan, Bristol (11th); Hailee 
Allen, New Haven (12th); and 
Natalie Atkins, Lincoln (13th).

To learn more about the 4-H dairy 
program in Addison County contact 
University of Vermont Extension 
4-H educator Martha Seifert at 
802-388-4969, ext. 355, or martha.
seifert@uvm.edu.

4-H’ers compete at Quiz Bowl

Agritourism workshops set at UVM

Watch your step!
ELIZABETH PAQUETTE OF Hepatica landscape design of New Haven hangs on with one hand 

while the other hand reaches to clip an unwanted branch high up in a crabapple tree off Case Street 
in Middlebury on Saturday. As winter gives way to spring, it’s time to finish up tree trimming chores.

Independent photo/John S. McCright
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“The whole point of conflict 
transformation is that conflict is 
part of the human experience and 
it will always be present,” Patton 
told the Independent. It asks 
questions such as, “How do we live 
and learn with conflict in the public 
square, on the ground, and how do 
we build skills in the 21st century 
to do that?”

Patton pointed 
to social media 
as a particularly 
challenging landscape 
for students.

“If you were a 
student who wrote a 
controversial article in 
a student newspaper 
30 years ago, you’d 
have people writing 
back, on campus, you 
might have had some 
funky interactions 
on campus, but 
you wouldn’t 
have, within hours, 
potentially a national 
or international 
response,” she said. 
“That is an awful lot 
to ask of someone who 
is just beginning to 
figure out their world 
and their identity and 
their own values.”

It’s also an 
important part of what 
Middlebury believes 
it can help students 
navigate.

“It takes genuine courage to 
be a public citizen these days,” 
Patton said. “And we feel that that 
courage also needs to have skills 
underlying it.”

The $25 million gift, which was 
made by a donor who wishes to 
remain anonymous, is the largest 
programmatic grant Middlebury 
College has ever received, and 
it will fund programming and 
initiatives over the next seven 
years.
GROUNDWORK

Though the Collaborative is 
new, Middlebury’s focus on these 

issues, and integrating them into 
the curriculum, is not, Patton said.

“We have so many strengths 
in this area, and it seems to me 
that what a leader, in part, should 
do, especially with an institution 
as vibrant and as complex as 
Middlebury, is to connect dots or 
to throw a match where there’s 
kindling,” she said.

Among the “dots” 
this new grant will 
help connect:

• The groundwork 
established by 
M i d d l e b u r y ’ s 
Engaged Listening 
Project, which 
focuses on the 
conditions under 
which people listen 
to one another.

• The Bread Loaf 
School of English 
Next Generation 
Leadership Network, 
which brings together 
teachers and students 
from around the 
country to address 
the issues young 
people are most 
concerned about, and 
to advocate for social 
justice. 

• The Center 
for Community 
E n g a g e m e n t ’ s 
Projects for Peace, a 
global program that 
identifies and funds 

peacebuilders at Middlebury and 
other participating institutions.

• Several initiatives at MIIS, 
including the Center for Conflict 
Studies; the Center on Terrorism, 
Extremism and Counterterrorism; 
and the Center for Nonproliferation 
Studies.

“One of the things that excites 
me about this,” McCauley said, “is 
that the ultimate goal is to take what 
we do really well — teaching and 
developing curricula — and use it 
to develop toolkits and processes 
we can share with nonprofits and 
other folks in education. We will 
develop it, we will test it, we will 

refine it for the first many years, 
and we will share it out.”
COMPREHENSIVE

Every part of Middlebury as an 
institution will be involved in this 
work, college officials said.

The Middlebury campus will 
serve as an incubator to develop 
research and teaching tools in 
the United States and abroad, 
including:

• a comprehensive 
c o n f l i c t 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 
training program for 
up to 500 sophomores 
and juniors in 
Middlebury.

• distribution of that 
training program to 
the Schools Abroad, 
M i d d l e b u r y ’ s 
network of colleges 
and universities in 16 
countries.

• sharing the 
training program 
with professional 
organizations and the 
major organizations 
of American higher 
education.

At the Bread Loaf 
School of English, 
where high school 
teachers make up 
a large part of the 
student body, grant 
funding will advance:

 • courses and 
workshops that 
integrate the concepts 
of conflict and 
difference.

• expansion of the 
Bread Loaf Teachers Network 
and the Next Generation Youth 
Leadership Network.

• partnerships with Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities, 
Hispanic-serving institutions and 
tribal colleges and universities.

And the MIIS at Monterey will 
create a Conflict Transformation 
Fellows program.

In addition, Middlebury’s 
Schools Abroad will develop a 
global higher-ed consortium to 

Middlebury College
(Continued from Page 1A)

“The ultimate 
goal is to take 
what we do 
really well — 
teaching and 
developing 
curricula — and 
use it to develop 
toolkits and 
processes we 
can share with 
nonprofits and 
other folks in 
education.”

— Michelle 
McCauley

“It takes 
genuine courage 
to be a public 
citizen these 
days. And we 
feel that that 
courage also 
needs to have 
skills underlying 
it.”

— Middlebury 
President

Laurie Patton

“The more 
perspectives 
we can get on 
where we want 
this initiative to 
go, not just at 
the college but 
into our local 
communities 
and beyond, 
then the better 
chance this has 
of becoming 
an integrated 
part of our 
operations and 
programs.”

— Ashley Laux

provide internships around the 
world.

“We want to give students 
both formal and informal 
experiences in other cultures’ 
approaches to conflict and conflict 
transformation,” Patton said. “This 
will also build a global network of 
people and scholars and NGOs 
(non-governmental organizations) 

who are working in 
this area. This is an 
incredibly important 
piece of this work.”
COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

The Middlebury 
College Center 
for Community 
Engagement (CCE) 
is at the center of the 
college’s approach 
to developing 
student-community 
relationships, and it 
will be spearheading 
three of the college’s 
earliest Conflict 
T r a n s f o r m a t i o n 
initiatives.

Next month, 
the CCE will add 
restorative practices 
training to its 
Privilege and Poverty 
Internship program, 
which connects 
students with local 
organizations like 
Women Safe, the Open 
Door Clinic, Charter 
House Coalition, John 
Graham Emergency 
Services and Addison 
County Restorative 

Justice Services.
“A lot of these skills and 

experiences have to do with 
navigating conflict and 
communicating across difference,” 
said CCE Director Ashley Laux. 
“It means being able to think 
about what you need to know 
when you enter a new community 
and try to do a community project. 
There will be moments of tension 
and conflict as you’re engaging 
in that community, whether it’s 

through volunteer work, activism, 
internships or a part-time job. 
How are you going to navigate 
that and keep close relationships 
without shutting down and exiting 
what you’re doing?”

This summer, the History 
in Translation Project will 
bring Middlebury College and 
International Christian University 
students together in California 
to explore issues related to the 
internment of Japanese Americans 
during World War II.

A third CCE 
program that will 
benefit from Conflict 
T r a n s f o r m a t i o n 
grant funding is 
Jiran, a summer 
language program 
that pairs students 
studying Arabic with 
underserved Arabic-
speaking families in 
New Britain, Conn. 
Not only do students 
further develop their 
Arabic speaking 
skills but they also 
learn about the 
challenges facing 
A r a b i c - s p e a k i n g 
families new to the 
U.S. and they can 
engage with Arabic 
speakers from places 
they cannot study 
abroad, like Syria, Iraq, Yemen 
and Sudan.

In addition to advancing 
the CCE’s work, the college 
will  implement community 
engagement opportunities 
through a newly created Conflict 
Transformation Lab for Learning 
and Practice (CTLab), which aims 
to develop models for conflict 
transformation at the community 
level, and then share them 
nationally and internationally.

And the Center for Careers 
and Internships will be offering 
funding for conflict transformation 
internships in Vermont.
TOWN-GOWN

How can the local community 
contribute to this project?

“Contact us,” said Laux and 
McCauley.

“This is a seven-year grant, so 
we have time to think about and 
add to what we’re doing, to make 
it a true benefit to the students,” 
Laux said. “And I think the more 
perspectives we can get on where 
we want this initiative to go, not 
just at the college but into our 
local communities and beyond, 
then the better chance this has of 
becoming an integrated part of our 
operations and programs.”

As the college 
forges and deepens 
its regional, national 
and international 
connections, it hopes 
to do the same at 
home.

“There’s so much 
educational value in 
a vibrant relationship 
between a college and 
its town,” Patton said. 
“And I think this is 
an opportunity to tap 
into that relationship 
to improve education 
and improve the 
world.”

Ultimately, “we’re 
really excited 
about this as a 
common project,” 
Patton concluded. 
“Middlebury’s vision 

is to create a robust and inclusive 
public square where ethical 
citizens cross intellectual, cultural 
and geographical boundaries. 
Those are incredibly important 
words to me, personally, and 
that is what we can only do in 
community, with our partners in 
the town and the county and the 
state.”

More information about the 
Kathryn Wasserman Davis 
Collaborative in Conflict 
Transformation can be found 
on the college website under 
“Conflict Transformation.”

Reach Christopher 
Ross at christopherr@
addisonindependent.com.

Sticking point
(Continued from Page 7A)

have thus far received no such 
assurances.

That the Merger Study 
Committee operates independently 
of both district school boards, 
without any local legal oversight, is 
also a concern for many Starksboro 
and Lincoln residents.

The committee’s next meeting 
was scheduled for Wednesday 
night, after the deadline for this 
story.
HOUSE BILL H.727

Starksboro residents are also 
concerned about 
a bill the Vermont 
House passed, easily, 
on March 18.

H.727, which was 
sponsored by the 
House Education 
Committee, is 
described as “an 
act relating to 
the exploration, 
formation, and 
organization of union 
school districts and unified union 
school districts.” 

The word “withdraw” appears 
on 55 of its 172 pages, and its 
detractors, including those in 
Starksboro and Lincoln, claim it 
essentially rewrites the rules towns 
must follow to withdraw from their 
districts, effectively doing away 
with local control of schools.

If passed by the Senate and 
signed into law by Gov. Scott, it 
would be enacted on July 1 — even 
as Lincoln, Stowe and potentially 
Starksboro are in the middle of 
pursuing withdrawal according to 
the current rules.

In Starksboro’s case, it could 
mean having start all over again, 
Olson said.

Both Addison-4 state 
representatives — Mari Cordes, 

D-Lincoln, and Caleb Elder, 
D-Starksboro — voted against the 
bill.

In a March 8 letter to the House 
Education Committee, Olson 
called it “an affront to democracy.”

“The State Board of Education 
and the bill’s proponents claim the 
restrictive withdrawal process is 
needed to protect uninformed and 
emotional ‘locals’ from their ill-
considered decisions to withdraw 
from a union school district,” 
Olson wrote. “This attitude of ‘the 
state knows best,’ and ‘voters can’t 

be trusted,’ is a clear 
sign of a democracy in 
retreat.”
THE PETITION

S t a r k s b o r o ’ s 
withdrawal petition 
provides voters with 
more options than just 
“withdraw” or “don’t 
withdraw.”

Article 1 asks, 
“Shall the legal 
voters of the Town of 

Starksboro, Vermont, withdraw its 
membership in the Mount Abraham 
Unified Union School District and 
be reconstituted as the Starksboro 
town school district?”

Article 2 adds more options: 
“Shall the Selectboard of the Town 
of Starksboro be authorized to 
terminate the withdrawal process 
commenced by an affirmative vote 
on Article 1, above, if either of 
the following two conditions are 
satisfied:

“Condition #1. The Merger 
Study Committee ... includes 
in expressly warned Articles 
of Agreement a statement in 
substantially the following form: ‘A 
town elementary school program 
shall not be closed, repurposed 
or otherwise terminated for any 
students in each of the grades K 

through 6 resident in the town 
without the approval of the voters 
of the town.’

“OR Condition #2. The 
proposed merger of the Addison 
Northwest School District and 
Mount Abraham Unified Union 
School District is not approved by 
the voters.”

“The point, I think, is that we’re 
not burning our bridges,” Olson 
said. “We’re doing what we think 
we absolutely have to do but 
we’re trying to keep open lines of 
communication and following the 
district activities very closely.”

The Independent reached out to 
MAUSD Superintendent Patrick 
Reen and school board chair Dawn 
Griswold for this story, as well 
as to ANWSD-MAUSD Merger 
Study Committee co-chairs 
Marikate Kelly of Monkton and 
Martha Degraaf of Panton, but was 
unable to connect with them before 
deadline.
NEXT STEPS

More than 10% of Starksboro’s 
1,316 registered voters — more 
than twice as many as necessary — 
had signed the petition within the 
first week of its circulation, Olson 
said. The group intends to formally 
file the petition on or after March 
30.

The town selectboard is required 
to act on the petition within 60 
days, which means Starksboro 
voters could be heading to the polls 
as soon as this May.

Olson predicted the earliest 
possible date for a district-wide 
ratification vote, if warranted, 
would be mid-August, to coincide 
with the statewide election 
primaries.

Reach Christopher 
Ross at christopherr@
addisonindependent.com.

“This attitude of 
‘the state knows 
best,’ and 
‘voters can’t be 
trusted,’ is a 
clear sign of a 
democracy in 
retreat.”

— Herb Olson

For breaking news & updates wherever you are!
facebook.com/addisonindependent

twitter.com/addyindy

Find Us On:Find Us On:
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Footloose
Footloose

Footloose
Footloose

Footloose
Footloose
Footloose
Footloose

Footloose

Footloose

Footloose
Photos by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

It’s a tradition that everyone in the Middlebury Union High School senior class is invited to take part 
in one last theatrical performance — the Senior Play. For 2022 the play is a musical — the super-fun 
song and dance play “Footloose,” based on the 1984 movie hit starring Kevin Bacon. In the MUHS 
version, Nat McVeigh plays the Chicago kid who brings dancing and rock ‘n’ roll music to a small town. 

The show at the MUHS auditorium will be staged this Thursday and Friday at 7 p.m. and Saturday 
at 2 p.m.

Shown at a dress rehearsal early this week are, clockwise from top left, Megan Balparda and Nat 
McVeigh; Amanda Kearns, Anya Hardy-Mittell, Megan Balparda, Nora Hyde, Zora Duquette-Hoffman 
and Sophie Larocque; McVeigh and Ethan Foster; Duquette-Hoffman leading a group on stage; Henry 
Swann as grumpy Rev. Moore; and Fairly Olsen, Joe Pellerin, Annie Andrus and Sophie Larocque.
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27 Holes of Golf  - 
Just 15 Minutes from Bristol!

Open to the Public.Open to the Public.

13460 Rt. 116, 13460 Rt. 116, 
Hinesburg, VT 05461Hinesburg, VT 05461
(802) 482-3186 (802) 482-3186 
www.cedarknollgolf.comwww.cedarknollgolf.com
management@cedarknollgolf.commanagement@cedarknollgolf.com

Affordable MembershipsAffordable Memberships

Ask about our Wedding Ask about our Wedding 
and Event Spaces!and Event Spaces!

After your round, relax at..After your round, relax at...  

Motion 
Separation 

Index

170
Super Pocketed Coil™ Springs
The gold standard in undisturbed 
rest.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

   

MAUI™
MEDIUM

      Twin Set ...... $849
     Full Set ........... $949
      Queen Set ........... $995
   King Set ............... $1399

If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.
Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

   
      Twin Set ...... $895
     Full Set ......... $1095
      Queen Set ......... $1299
   King Set ............... $1699

CAYMAN™
EXTRA FIRM

  

L-CLASS™
PLUSH

      
     Twin XL Set ... $2049
    Full Set ............ $2399
   Queen Set ............ $2499
 King Set ................. $3099

  

L-CLASS™
EXTRA FIRM

    
       Twin XL Set ... $1749
    Full Set ............ $2099
    Queen Set ........... $2199  
King Set ................. $2799

  

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM PILLOW TOP

    
     Twin XL Set ... $2349
    Full Set ............ $2699
    Queen Set ........... $2799
  King Set ................ $3399

  

C-CLASS™
PLUSH

      Twin Set .... $2599
     Full Set ......... $2899
      Queen Set ......... $3099
   King Set ............... $4199

  

C-CLASS™
MEDIUM

    
      Twin XL Set .. $2599
   Full Set ........... $2899
      Queen Set ......... $3199
   King Set ............... $4199

1-800-261-WOOD
802-388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com 

FREE
DELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT       
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

Hoffer
(Continued from Page 1A)

rein in its costs.
Hoffer based his presentation 

on recent research conducted by 
his office, which is responsible 
for gathering and reporting data 
meant to foster transparency and 
accountability.
SIX KEY POINTS

• Between 2000 and 2018 the 
cost of healthcare services in the 
United States increased by 120%. 
In Vermont they increased by 
167%.

Hoffer estimated that if 
Vermont’s health care costs had 
only increased “at the already 
absurd rate of the U.S. average, 
we would have saved — are you 
ready? — a billion dollars, in 2018 
alone.”

Looked at another way, according 
to the Independent’s calculations, 
Vermonters paid roughly $1,500 
apiece more for healthcare in 2018 
than the average American.

“It’s really kind of interesting 
because some politicians talk 
endlessly about their fear and 
antagonism about tax increases,” 
Hoffer said. “A billion dollars! 
And there was no discussion at all. 
It just happened.”

• During the same period, Hoffer 
pointed out, state appropriations 
grew by only 68%. Even spending 

For instance, the median prices 
of CT scans of the chest at 11 
different hospitals, as paid by Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of Vermont 
in 2019, ranged from $473 to 
$2,738. Similarly, prices paid for 
echocardiographs ranged from 
$310 to $2,880.

“Now, in 
truth, most state 
employees live 
in two counties 
or thereabouts — 
Chittenden and 
Washington — 
although they are 
all over the state in 
smaller numbers,” 
Hoffer said. “But 
how can we possibly 
justify paying this 
much more to one 
hospital compared to 
another? It makes no 
sense. And there’s 
no meaningful 
justification.”

Hoffer and his 
office also found that the annual 
cost of healthcare for state 
employees, which has increased 
by 50% over the past decade, was 
almost identical to annual pension 
costs.

There has been a sense of 
urgency in recent years about 
addressing the “pension issue,” 
Hoffer said, “but I heard nothing 
about (healthcare costs) as an 
urgent issue.”
TAKING ACTION

Progress is being made on these 
issues, Hoffer said — in a couple 
of other states.

“Minnesota did something 
interesting a few years ago,” 
he said. “They had some angry 
legislators who said, ‘You’re 
spending too much money, it’s out 
of control’ — which is not a bad 
point of departure for conversation 
— ‘you have to find a way to spend 
less or we’re just going to give you 
less, period.

“So a group of people got together 
and said, ‘You know, we’re a 
pretty big customer. How come we 
don’t have any power over these 
providers? They basically get to 
tell us what we have to pay them,’” 
Hoffer continued. “Year after year 
after year. They had the same kind 
of disparity for costs for different 
services like we do, as all states do. 
So they got their back up and they 
said, ‘Hospitals: This is what we’re 
going to pay you.’”

As a result Minnesota saved 
$47 million in three years, Hoffer 
pointed out.

“I think that’s pretty cool.”
In Vermont, as anywhere else, 

hospitals would fight such an 
approach.

“They would fight seriously, 
there’s no question about it,” 
Hoffer said. “But at some point we 
have to try to call the question.”

An hour-long discussion about 
such a complex topic can cover only 
so much ground, but when asked 

what citizens can do 
to demand change, 
Hoffer’s answer was 
succinct: focus on 
the Legislature.

“I think it’s fair 
to say the Green 
Mountain Care 
Board would not 
be responsive to an 
outpouring of citizen 
complaints,” he said. 
“They don’t answer 
to you. They answer 
to the governor 
and, if necessary, 
the legislature, 
which has not 
demonstrated a 
lot of interest in 
overseeing what 

they do.”
Addison County has 

representatives on two of the key 
legislative committees. Rep. Mari 
Cordes, D-Lincoln, serves on 
the House Committee on Health 
Care, and Sen. Ruth Hardy, D-East 
Middlebury, serves on the Senate 
Committee on Health and Welfare.

But no matter how thoughtful 
and focused Cordes and Hardy 
might be on these issues, their 
efforts at achieving reform can 
only get so far without support 
from their committee chairs, 
Hoffer said.

In the current session, Rep. 
William Lippert Jr., D-Hinesburg, 
chairs the House Committee on 
Health Care, and Sen. Virginia 
“Ginny” Lyons, D-Willison, chairs 
the Senate Committee on Health 
and Welfare.

As Middlebury resident Ellen 
Oxfeld pointed out during the 
Q&A period of Hoffer’s talk, the 
constituents of these legislators 
are up against an industry that in 
2018 spent twice as much money 
on lobbying as any other sector 
in the state, according to a 2019 
investigation by VTDigger.

“As the healthcare sector’s share 
of the state economy has grown, 
the amount spent on lobbying at 
the Statehouse in Vermont since 
2011 has also grown,” VTDigger 
reported. “Hospitals, providers, 
insurers and pharmaceutical 
companies have spent between 
$1.1 million and $1.8 million a 
year over the past eight years, or 
about $12.9 million total.”

Reach Christopher 
Ross at christopherr@
addisonindependent.com.

for natural gas (104%) and 
housing and utilities (104%) grew 
at substantially lower rates than 
spending for healthcare services in 
Vermont.

• In 1997, Vermonters spent 
about the same proportion of their 
income on state and local taxes as 
they spent on healthcare services: 
roughly 11%. Twenty years later, in 
2017, they were still spending less 
than 12% of their income on taxes, 
but they were spending nearly 17% 

on healthcare.
So for instance, by the 

Independent’s calculations, a 
Vermonter in 1997 making $30,000 
a year spent about $3,300 of that on 
state and local taxes, and $3,300 on 
healthcare services, give or take a 
few dollars.

In 2017, taxes on that same 
income had increased almost $300 
a year to nearly $3,600. Spending 
on healthcare services, on the other 
hand, went up by $1,700 to roughly 
$5,000.

“You can have good 
conversations about finding 
efficiencies in state government, 
or allocating resources differently,” 
Hoffer said, “but this (comparison) 
is very compelling.”

• Between 2000 and 2019 
hospitals’ net patient revenue grew 
by 214% while Vermont’s median 
hourly wages grew by only 61%.

When Hoffer’s office produced 
a report on this trend a couple 
of years ago, it reached out to 
the Green Mountain Care Board 
(GMCB), which is supposed to 
regulate healthcare in Vermont. 
What auditors found was that the 
GMCB was looking at annual 
growth in gross domestic product 
(a measure of activity in the overall 
economy) to justify 3.5% yearly 

increases in hospital budgets.
“And I said, ‘Well that’s nice, 

but what does it have to do with the 
ability to pay?’” Hoffer said. “And 
they had no answer. Because it has 
nothing to do with people’s ability 
to pay. And yet (the GMCB) will 
not change. They will not deviate 
from that 3.5%. And it’s often 
higher, by the way.”

• The trend lines for health 
insurance premiums look similar 
to those for hospital revenue. 
Between 2013 and 2020, premiums 
paid by individuals, families and 
small employers for Blue Cross 
Blue Shield Vermont increased by 
65.6%, while Vermont’s median 
hourly wage increased by an 
estimated 18.6%.

“This is ludicrous,” Hoffer 
said. “How can a board that is 
charged with regulating healthcare 
in Vermont believe that it’s OK 
to have the divergence of these 
lines?”

• If the experiences of state 
employees are any indication, 
Vermonters are paying dramatically 
different prices for the exact same 
procedures — depending on which 
medical provider they use.

AUDITOR DOUG HOFFER
VTDigger photo/Glenn Russell

A video recording 
of State Auditor 
Doug Hoffer’s 
presentation 
is available 
online, thanks 
to Northeast 
Addison 
Television. For 
more information 
about the work 
of the Vermont 
State Auditor, 
visit auditor.
vermont.gov.

 

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371
OPEN TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 7AM-4PM | SUNDAY 8AM-2PM
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OtterCreekBakery.com
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House/ Deli / Dish.
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MIDDLEBURY — Longtime 
Middlebury Natural Foods Co-op 
General Manager Glenn Lower 
will retire at the end of March. Over 
three decades Lower has seen not 
only the co-op change and grow, but 
the grocery business in Middlebury 
evolve. Store Operations Manager 
Greg Prescott will step up as 
general manager.

Co-op board, management team 
and staff expressed their gratitude 
for Lower’s contributions from 
his early days as a 
m e m b e r - w o r k e r , 
sweeping floors after 
closing, to his service 
on our board of 
directors, his tenure as 
our produce manager, 
and now decades 
serving as our general 
manager, noting that 
he gave his very best 
every day. 

“He has shepherded 
our little co-op with 
kindness, humility and 
a vision that has helped 
us realize a successful 
community-owned 
business that is driven 
by values,” they said 
in a release. “With 
Glenn’s leadership, 
our co-op has become 
a very important part of a healthy 
food system and a vibrant local 
economy. We wish him every 
happiness in his retirement — it is 
well-earned!”

Lower himself in a letter to 
MNFC staff and members reflected 
on changes he has seen and a little 
bit on the future he foresees. Here 
is that letter:

“Dear Co-op Friends,

I’m a little choked up, these 
days. For three decades, I’ve had 
a close connection to this amazing 
organization; first as a board 
member, then as produce manager, 
and finally as general manager. It’s 
been my greatest honor to work 
for (and with) all of you to grow 
the cooperative movement … a 
movement built on values. 

I’ve had the privilege to 
participate in three expansions 
(1994, 2004, 2018). During this 

period sales have grown 
exponentially. Staff jobs 
have grown from about 
15 to 100. Sales of local 
Vermont products grew 
to over $7 million/
year. Membership 
grew from under 1,000 
households to almost 
6,000 households, most 
of them in Addison 
County. 

Our community has 
so much for which to 
be proud. We are truly 
stronger together.

Someone asked 
recently, ‘What’s the 
main benefit of being 
a member of the food 
co-op?’ Sure, member 
benefits include 
the Member Deals, 

patronage dividends, and discounts 
at 20 other local businesses, but I 
feel the greatest benefit is simply 
that the co-op exists — that we 
have a vibrant community-owned 
natural foods store here in the 
center of Addison County. It’s very 
easy to take this for granted. In 
the last decades, there have been 
dozens of co-ops across the country 
that have gone out of business. I 

wrong direction. We vote for the 
board and any other questions that 
are put up for member vote. And 
we vote with our feet (where do 
we shop?) and our wallets (what 
do we buy?).

I’ve said on occasion that I 
think we have the best staff in 
the country … OK, that’s just 
the way I feel. Our store’s staff 
is incredibly dedicated both to 
the community and to the values 
behind the work that we do. I love 
watching these amazing people 
doing good work. This past month 
I’ve been meeting with staff in 
small groups discussing how to 
create a place where everyone 
feels welcome. For a couple of 
years, we have considered this part 
of our work on Justice, Equity, 
Diversity, and Inclusion. We are 
working against many decades of 
harm to underrepresented groups 
or groups that lack privilege 
or power, and thus don’t feel 
welcome in many other places. 
This work is hard to grasp, and 
often involves unlearning things 
that contribute to our unconscious 
biases. We are here to be allies and 
create a safe, welcoming space for 
all. This is a journey for staff (and 
our community) that we expect 
to continue into the foreseeable 
future. We invite you to join us. 

April Fool’s Day is my first 
day off without responsibility 
(irony intended). This letter is 
my ‘goodbye’ to all of you. I’ll 
be shopping in the aisles where I 
should have more time than ever 
before to talk with you. Thank you 
for all your support over the years. 
It’s meant so much. 

Wishing you all lots of love. 
Glenn Lower”

ADDISON COUNTY — The 
free speaker series sponsored 
by the newly-created Pollinator 
Pathway of Addison County will 
continue through March and April. 

Mary Ellen LeMay will give 
her talk, “The Green Corridor: 
Improving Biodiversity in 
Backyards and Protected Lands,” 
on Thursday, March 24 at 7 p.m. 
She will speak about how to 
create sanctuaries for biodiversity 
for large-scale land parcels, why 
lawns must become stepping 
stones for building habitats for 
pollinators as they move across 
the landscape, and re-wilding and 
land stewardship. She will also 
discuss the Pollinator Toolkit for 
the Aspetuck Land Trust’s Haskins 
Preserve. To register, go to: https://
t inyurl .com/Pol l inator-Path-
Greenway

“Seed-lebrity” and ethnobotanist 
Sefra Alexandra, known as The 
Seed Huntress, will talk on 
“Ecotypes, Ecoregions + Ecological 
Restoration: Fortifying the living 
seed bank for the pollinators!” on 
Thursday, April 14, at 7 p.m. She 
will share The Ecotype Project, 
a revolutionary initiative that has 
created a model for native plants 
material development utilizing the 
eco-regional framework to ensure 
we are planting the right plants 
in the right place. This event is 

co-sponsored by the Middlebury 
Garden Club. To register, go to 
tinyurl.com/pollinator-pathway-
Ecotypes.

Concluding the series, on 
Tuesday, April 19, at 7 p.m., will 
be the Pollinator Pathway of 
Addison County Spring Forum.  
The Forum will provide a platform 
for connecting with other people 
interested in biodiversity and re-
wilding in each town in Addison 
County.

The Pollinator Pathway is all 
about talking with neighbors, 
networking with friends, meeting 
new people, and sharing in the 
buzz. The Spring Forum will be 
fun, and it will be interesting to see 
and hear the changes taking place 
around us. What are we doing 
differently now? Or plan to? What 
have we learned? How do we want 
to move forward?

Participants will be able to join 
breakout groups on Zoom based 
on their town to connect with 
neighbors and others in their area. 
Anyone can join in for community 
building and connection around 
this important topic: rolling 
back the lawn and re-wilding the 
landscape.

All programs are free and open 
to the public on Zoom. To register, 
go to tinyurl.com/pollinator-
pathway-series.

GLENN  LOWER

Glenn Lower retires from the MNFC

believe this might have happened 
because the stores didn’t evolve 
to meet the growing needs of the 
community. Over the decades I’ve 
seen several conventional grocery 
stores disappear from Middlebury. 
Do some of you remember when we 
had an IGA, Grand Union and A&P? 
And even Greg’s Market closed, 
then fortunately reopened with new 
owners. These all serve as reminders 
that our existence is not a given.

Many other co-ops have struggled 
to find qualified people to manage 
the store. We were so lucky five 
years ago when Greg Prescott came 
to our co-op to serve as our first-ever 
store operations manager. Greg has 
proven to be an excellent manager 
and cooperative leader over the 
years. When he takes over as GM, 
I’m confident the Co-op is in good 
hands. At the same time, he’s going 
to need your help. We all have a role 
to play. This is OUR store. We own it. 
It’s our job to make sure that we are 
active participants. We communicate 
what we need. We support the staff. 
We give feedback if the organization 
is going in the right direction or the 

RUTLAND — As of March 15, 
two prominent cliff sites in the Green 
Mountain National Forest in the 
Rochester and Middlebury Ranger 
Districts have been closed in order 
to protect nesting Peregrine falcons. 

These birds have already 
returned to their nesting cliffs at the 
Rattlesnake Cliff Area in Salisbury 
and the Mount Horrid/Great Cliff 
Area in Rochester. Access to these 
areas is closed until Aug. 1. The 
closure, which includes the trails 

and areas leading to and accessing 
these cliffs, is intended to prevent 
disturbance to critical falcon nesting 
habitat. 

Peregrine falcon populations 
suffered declines due to the use 
of DDT in the 1940s, but have 
rebounded since their reintroduction 
in the 1980’s. Even though peregrines 
are now considered a recovered 
species in Vermont, it is critical to 
minimize human disturbance to nest 
sites so that the species’ recovery 

continues. Across Vermont, 2021 
was a successful year for peregrines; 
40 nesting pairs produced 68 young 
that fledged from their cliff nests.

Given the increased participation 
in outdoor activities, particularly 
hiking, we all need to respect 
important habitat and the closures 
that have helped the peregrine falcon 
return to our forests. Please adhere to 
the closure signs posted on the trails 
leading to the cliff overlooks.

Information regarding the specific 

locations for the closure areas is 
available on the Forest Service 
website. Disturbance of peregrine 
falcons and/or these nesting grounds 
is a violation of federal law and 
could result in a fine up to $5,000 
and six months in jail. 

Please report any harassment 
of nesting peregrine falcons to 
1-800-75ALERT. The Forest Service 
works with Audubon Vermont, the 
Vermont Department of Fish and 
Wildlife.

Some trails are closed to protect peregrine falcons

Pollinator pathways talks
to be held on Zoom

VERMONT — If you or 
someone you know would like to 
go turkey hunting this spring, but 
they have never taken a hunter 
education course, this is the 
time to act. Vermont’s volunteer 
hunter education instructors are 
now holding a limited number of 
courses throughout the state. 

A person must pass the hunter 
education course before they can 
purchase their first hunting license.

“Many of these courses are 
held in August and September, 
but our volunteer instructors will 
be holding courses this spring to 
help new turkey hunters, as well 
as anyone else who wants to take 
a course now,” said Vermont Fish 
and Wildlife’s Hunter Education 
Coordinator Nicole Meier. “Our 
volunteer instructors teach because 
they are passionate about hunting 

and want to ensure that Vermont’s 
safe hunting legacy continues.” 

Anyone of any age is permitted 
to take the course. The class 
content, exam and paper and 
electronic materials are written at 
a grade 6 reading level. Courses 
are available in basic hunter 
education and combination 
hunter-bowhunter education. 
Meier says she expects more 
classes to be posted in the future, 
so check the VF&W website at 
www.vtfishandwildlife.com. On 
the Home page, click on Hunt 
and then Hunter Education and 
Find the Right Class for You. To 
register for a course, go to register-
ed.com/programs/vermont

A Vermont hunter education 
card entitles you to hunt in all 50 
states, as well as some international 
locations.

Hunter education classes set

“Lower has 
shepherded 
our little 
co-op with 
kindness, 
humility and 
a vision that 
has helped 
us realize a 
successful 
community-
owned 
business that 
is driven by 
values.”

— management 
team
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A PLACE FOR THOSE
WE CAN HELP.

CONTACT US TODAY AND 
WE’LL SHOW YOU HOW 
ACCESSIBLE YOUR DREAM 
MUDROOM CAN BE!

MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT | (802) 458-8999  

BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR IN-HOUSE FINANCING.

• KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGN
• INSTALLATION

• RENOVATIONS
• PROJECT MANAGEMENT

• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
• HARDWARE & MORE!

A PLACE FOR THOSE
y�  need

Don’t turn your life upside down 
to install costly ductwork!

802-453-2381 • Bristol, VT 05443
www.jackmansinc.com

Take advantage of the Effi ciency Vermont and GMP Rebate, along 
with the Mitsubishi Gift Card Promotion to install your Mitsubishi cold 
climate heat pump installation. Schedule your installation with Jackman’s 
of Bristol, your local Mitsubishi Diamond Dealer! Receive up to $500 Visa 
Card promotion and a 12 year warranty. Book your appointment today!

April 1 – May 15

REBATES UP TO 
$1,300

April 1 –May 1

5
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at Pumps

HOPE
(Continued from Page 1A)

only anti-poverty organization in 
the state currently using a mobile 
refrigeration unit to get fresh food 
to the masses.

“It will allow us 
to distribute gleaned 
produce, which is a 
big part of my job. 
It will also allow us 
to distribute other 
perishable items 
that we wouldn’t 
otherwise be able to 
do prior to having 
refrigeration,” said 
Anna Freund, food 
programs director for 
HOPE. “It’s exciting.”

The mobile 
refrigeration unit has 
been on HOPE’s wish 
list for several years, 
and became a priority 
when the coronavirus 
hit the county two years ago.

“Early in the pandemic, people 
were starting to lose jobs, and 
we became concerned they 
wouldn’t have food,” recalled 
HOPE Executive Director Jeanne 
Montross. “Food prices were 
rising. We wanted to look at 
providing food in underserved 
areas. People can’t always come to 
us, so we want to come to them. It 
just makes sense.”

The Middlebury nonprofit 
already conducts monthly food 
distribution runs to various shut-
ins and nonprofit partners. And 
HOPE recently conducted a series 
of monthly food distribution events 
in the Route 100 communities of 
Hancock and Granville.

“They had refrigerators once we 
got there,” Montross said, noting 
the HOPE food — including  meat, 
milk, cheese and fresh produce — 
had to be taken to the towns in big, 
bulky coolers.

She said the Hancock/Granville 
events proved popular, and have 
led to those communities taking 
on food security initiatives. At the 
same time, HOPE officials want to 
expand the reach of their charitable 

food efforts. So Montross and 
her colleagues decided a mobile 
refrigeration trailer would be the 
proper method for exporting food 

shelf commodities. 
They picked a Polar 
King model costing 
$28,000.

HOPE secured 
two separate grants 
to cover costs of the 
unit; one from the 
Hannaford Charitable 
Food Foundation, and 
the other from a special 
environmental project 
fund bankrolled by 
a fine paid by the 
Chittenden Solid 
Waste Management 
District after it was 
determined to have 
improperly dumped 
glass during the spring 
of 2018. The Vermont 

Attorney General’s Office gave 
the Vermont Gleaning Collective 
(VGC) oversight over 
the environmental 
project fund.
LOCAL FARM, 
LOCAL FOOD

Based in Morrisville, 
VGC  is an association 
of organizations 
throughout the state 
that glean quality 
crops from farms after 
harvest — crops that 
would otherwise go to 
waste. This produce is 
then distributed to sites 
that nourish vulnerable 
people. HOPE is one 
of six listed members 
of the VGC, which 
provides training and 
technical support for 
organizations and 
volunteers eager to 
glean.

“We’re working 
toward a future where 
local communities are 
increasingly fed by local farms,” 
said Theresa Snow, executive 
director of the VGC. “We want to 

use Vermont’s surplus farm food to 
build shorter supply chains and a 
more resilient local food system.”

Unfortunately, the price of 
refrigeration trailers went up 
during the pandemic, forcing 
HOPE to suspend its purchase. But 
the organization finally accepted 
delivery of the trailer two weeks 
ago. Montross and Freund will nail 
down regular delivery locations 
in underserved communities —  
perhaps at a local school or town 
clerk’s office — during a set day 
and timeframe so consumers can 
build it into their routines. The 
southeastern and northwestern 
regions of the county seem best 
suited for the new food shelf on 
wheels, they said.

“I’m still in the process of making 
connections and identifying food 
distribution locations, but we’re 
thinking of places like Starksboro, 
Bridport, Shoreham, maybe 
Granville,” Freund said.

The new trailer comes at a time 
when food is becoming 
more expensive and 
scarce due to inflation 
and pent-up demand 
during the pandemic. 
Montross noted HOPE 
used to be able to 
count on more than 
50 cases of food each 
month through the 
Vermont Food Bank. 
This month, HOPE 
will receive only 16 
cases, she said.

“They don’t have 
a lot… and they’re 
serving the entire 
state,” Montross said.

That means 
charitable agencies 
like HOPE have to 
purchase more food 
through stores, often at 
a higher price.

“Prices have gone 
up and packaging sizes 
have gotten smaller, 

so the food isn’t going as far,” she 
explained.

Right now, the HOPE food shelf 

is in particular need of peanut 
butter, cereals, bottled juices 
(especially 64-ounce containers), 
cake and cookie mixes, canned 
pasta (like “Beefaroni”), saltines 
and graham crackers.

People can deliver food or 
financial donations to HOPE 
weekdays between 9 a.m. and 4 
p.m. Please call in advance (388-
3608) if you’re making a large 
donation delivery.
DEMAND FOR FOOD

John Fallon is longtime 
coordinator of the HOPE food 
shelf. He’s noticed an uptick in 
activity, which has led to depleted 

inventory.
“The past few months, the 

numbers have creeped up a 
bit,” Fallon said last Thursday, 
adding people are feeling more 
comfortable visiting the food shelf 
now that COVID-19 case numbers 
are down.

Freund is anxious to see the 
impact the trailer will have on 
HOPE’s gleaning program, which 
currently involves more than 30 
farmers and orchardists. More than 
38,000 pounds of surplus food 
were culled from those farms last 
year.

“The objective is to get healthy 

food to people who need it, and 
also to work toward a more 
equitable and sustainable food 
system that promotes local food 
production, while reducing waste 
on local farms,” Freund said.

Snow believes refrigeration 
trailers could become an important 
tool for nonprofits in the statewide 
gleaning efforts.

“To be able to take that field 
heat out of the crop before you 
take it and store it somewhere 
else is certainly an advantage, in 
that they’ll be able to keep their 
food potentially at a higher quality 
longer with that capacity,” she said.

ANNA FREUND, DIRECTOR of food programs for the non-profit Helping Overcome Poverty’s Effects, 
poses with a new mobile refrigeration unit the poverty-fighting organization has acquired to more 
effectively distribute sustenance to underserved, rural areas of the county.

Independent photo/John Flowers

“It will allow 
us to distribute 
gleaned 
produce 
… (and) to 
distribute other 
perishable 
items that 
we wouldn’t 
otherwise be 
able to do 
prior to having 
refrigeration.” 

— Anna Freund, 
HOPE food 

programs director

“We’re working 
toward 
a future 
where local 
communities 
are 
increasingly 
fed by local 
farms. We 
want to use 
Vermont’s 
surplus farm 
food to build 
shorter supply 
chains and a 
more resilient 
local food 
system.”
— Theresa Snow, 
Vermont Gleaning 

Collective



ScoreScore
BOARD

SPORTS ALSO IN THIS SECTION:

• School News • Classifieds
• Legal Notices • Police Logs

ADDISON COUNTY INDEPENDENT

B Section
THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2022

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — After the 

cheers stopped echoing off the 
Kenyon Arena rafters on Saturday, 
Middlebury College Women’s 
Hockey Coach Bill Mandigo sat 
in front of the postgame press 
conference microphone with four 
Panthers and described what had 
just happened as an “emotional 
roller coaster.”

Officials ruled the Panthers 
had lost a 2-1 lead in the NCAA 
Division III final when Gustavus 
Adolphus scored with one-tenth 
of a second on the 
clock. Mandigo 
and assistant coach 
Ashley Salerno had 
hugged each other, 
thinking the game 
was over before the 
puck went into the 
net. 

The Panther 
players had rushed 
to congratulate 
freshman goalie 
Sophia Merageas. 
Most of the near-capacity crowd 
was on its feet, urging them on.

But the referees were reviewing 
the play. Finally they correctly ruled 
Golden Gustie Molly McHugh had 
flicked in a rebound before time 
expired.

The Gusties scored while skating 
with a 6-on-4 advantage after 
pulling goalie Katie McCoy and 
after the officials had whistled 
senior Panther defender Eva 
Hendrikson for a delay-of-game 
penalty — they ruled she closed 
her glove too long on a puck that 
popped into the air. 

So it was now gut-check time 
for a team that saw an apparent 
NCAA championship and perfect 
27-0 season, the first in NCAA D-II 
women’s hockey history, snatched 
away.

In regulation time, the 25-
4-1 Gusties, coming off a 5-1 
dismantling of Plattsburgh in a 
Friday semifinal, had outshot the 

Panthers, 31-22. Those numbers 
were boosted by five Gustie power 
plays to Middlebury’s one, but 
Adolphus looked like the best team 
the Panthers saw all season. 

But Middlebury dominated 
overtime, outshooting the Gusties, 
7-0. The seventh shot came from 
senior Ellie Barney with 13:17 
gone. It went in to give the Panthers 
a 3-2 win, the program’s sixth 
national title and first in 16 years, 
and their historic perfect record.

The play started, fittingly, with 
a brilliant pass from Hendrikson. 

From the right 
defensive circle 
Hendrikson spotted 
Barney cutting 
diagonally toward 
the Gustie blue line. 
The pass caught 
Barney in full 
stride, with a Gustie 
defender glued to 
her.

Barney slid the 
puck to her left and 
levered the Gustie 

to her right, creating a clear lane 
to goal through the left circle. The 
Gustie goalie stopped her first bid 
from about eight feet, but gave up 
a rebound to the top of the crease. 
Barney made no mistake, one-
timing the puck into the left side 
of the net. A joyful white and blue 
mob quickly swarmed her.

Before that joy came the ups 
of senior captain Madie Leidt’s 
go-ahead goal with 2:47 to go in 
the final period, and the downs of 
losing the apparent victory. 

“You talk about a swing of 
emotions,” Mandigo said. “And all 
of a sudden it’s a goal, and we have 
to go back into the locker room.”

Mandigo then talked about the 
team’s toughness.

“I’ve used the word resilient 
with these players all year long,” 
he said. “You lose the national 
championship with one-tenth of a 
second left, and you come out and 

PANTHER SENIOR CAPTAIN Madie Leidt, surrounded by happy teammates, shouts with joy and hoists the NCAA D-III trophy on her home 
rink after the Middlebury College women’s team won the NCAA D-III championship in overtime on Saturday. 

Independent photo/Steve James

PANTHER FORWARD JENNA Letterie fights for a bouncing puck in the slot while being checked by 
a Golden Gustie defender during Saturday’s NCAA D-III final. Letterie scored a shorthanded goal in the 
host Middlebury College women’s hockey team’s overtime win. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Panther women’s hockey 
claims NCAA D-III crown
Middlebury completes historic run 
after late drama, overtime heroics

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

NCAA D-III Tournament
Final Four at Midd

3/18 Midd vs Elmira ...........................3-2
3/18 G. Adolphus vs Plattsburgh .......5-1
3/19 Plattsburgh vs Elmira .................3-2
3/19 Midd vs G. Adolphus ......... 3-2 (OT)

Women’s Lacrosse
3/19 Midd vs Trinity ..........................18-8
3/22 Midd vs York ............................11-5

Men’s Lacrosse
3/19 Midd vs Trinity ..........................16-7
3/22 Union vs Midd ..........................13-9

Softball In Fla.
3/19 Midd vs Wellesley ....................11-2
3/20 Midd vs Grinnell .........................8-0
3/20 Midd vs Wellesley ......................7-5
3/21 Midd vs Wash & Jefferson .........7-4
3/21 Kalamazoo vs Midd ...................4-2
3/23 Midd vs Wis-Whitewater ..........Late
3/23 Midd vs Chicago ......................Late

Baseball In Fla.
3/19 Muhlenberg vs Midd ................10-8
3/20 Johns Hopkins vs Midd ..............6-5
3/21 Midd vs Wis-La Crosse ..........22-10
3/23 Midd vs Bowdoin .....................Late

By ANDY KIRKALDY
BRISTOL — After years of 

limited success at the Division 
II level, the Mount Abraham-
Vergennes cooperative high school 
football team will play in Division 
III this fall. 

The Eagles had won just one 
game in each of the past three 
D-II seasons of 11-on-11 tackle 
football, although they were more 
competitive this past fall, with 
three close losses to D-II teams 
and a win over Otter Valley, a D-III 
playoff squad. 

Mount Abe Athletic Director 
Devin Wendel said based on the 
Vermont Interscholastic Football 
League’s Quality Point Rankings, 
based on teams’ win-loss records 
and the strength of their defeated 
opponents, the school’s program 
has clearly belonged in D-III. 

But the VIFL has always used a 
formula that also takes into account 
two other factors: number of male 
students in schools and number of 
athletes in programs. 

The number of players on the 
Eagle team has dipped, while at the 
same time all roughly 150 of the 
VUHS male high school students 
have counted toward the overall 
student count, even though Wendel 
said only six or eight VUHS 
students are now participating.

This year overall student count 
was de-emphasized in the formula, 
Wendel said, helping the Eagle 
program to land firmly in D-III. 

“It really was just where we fell 
based on where they drew out the 
three divisions,” Wendel said. “We 
didn’t have to petition up, down. 
That’s where we sat.”

As much as he said Mount Abe 
wants to challenge its athletes 
— the Eagle baseball and field 
hockey programs compete in the 
D-I heavy Metro Conferences, for 
example — Wendel said for now it 
is better for Eagle football to play 
in D-III. 

“I think that’s where we belong 
at this point, with the numbers in 
the program. We tried for years to 

compete at the D-II level, and as 
we face declining enrollment and 
lower numbers in our program 
in general it just made the most 
sense for us to stick with that D-III 
alignment this year,” he said.

He and Coach Jeff Stein are 
optimistic about the number 
of football players in the 2022 
freshman class and believe the 
program could move back up to 
D-II if the Eagles fare well over 
time in D-III. But Wendel said they 
are taking a wait-and-see approach 
to how the turnout goes. 

“We need to see what actually 
materializes,” he said. “If we can 
retain those kids, that’s awesome. 
If we can retain those kids I could 
see our program being incredibly 
successful at the D-III level.”

Better results in D-III could also 
spark more interest in the program, 
Wendel said. 

“It’s going to be a great 
opportunity for us to recruit some 
kids and be competitive,” he said.

(See Title, Page 2B)

JACKSON, N.H. — Addison 
County skiers Ava Schneider, 
Baxter Harrington and Lorenzo 
Atocha helped Vermont finish 
second in New England in the 
Under-16 New England Nordic Ski 
Association Championship, held in 
Jackson, N.H., on March 12 and 
13. 

Schneider, who recently helped 

the Middlebury Union High 
School girls’ team win the Division 
II state title, won the girls’ freestyle 
5-kilometer in 19:58.7 to highlight 
their efforts. 

Schneider also took fifth in 
Sunday’s sprint in 3:18.6 and was 
one of four Vermonters chosen for 
the co-ed relay team that finished 

LOCAL NORDIC SKIERS Ava Schneider, left, Baxter Harrington and 
Lorenzo Atocha competed for the Vermont Under-16 Elite team in 
New Hampshire on March 12 and 13 against top skiers from around 
New England. Schneider won the girls’ freestyle 5K, and the trio 
helped Vermont come in second.

Photo courtesy of Tracey Harrington

U16 Nordic skiers 
excel in NE races

Mt. Abe-VUHS football to play in Division III

(See Nordic, Page 3B)

ScheduleSchedule
COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Lacrosse

3/24 Midd at TCNJ ......................... 4 PM
3/26 Midd at Bates ......................... Noon
3/27 Plymouth St. at Midd ............. 1 PM
4/2 Midd at Tufts ............................ 2 PM

Men’s Lacrosse
3/26 Bates at Midd ......................... 1 PM
3/29 Midd at Springfield ................. 5 PM
4/2 Tufts at Midd ............................ 2 PM

Softball In Fla.
3/24 Midd vs Union .......................10 AM
3/24 Midd vs Allegheny ............. 1:15 PM
3/25 Midd vs Lawrence .................10 AM
3/25 Midd vs Carleton ............... 1:15 PM
4/1 Midd at Amherst ....................... 5 PM
4/2 Midd at Amherst (2) ................. Noon

Baseball In Fla.
3/24 Midd vs Wisc-Eau Claire .........TBA
3/25 Midd vs Trinity ..........................TBA
3/26 Midd vs Trinity ..........................TBA
3/26 Midd vs St. Olaf .......................TBA
3/29 Midd at RPI ............................ 4 PM
4/1 Midd at Hamilton ...................... 4 PM
4/2 Midd at Hamilton (2) ................ Noon
    Given rapidly changing schedules 
those interested in attending or viewing 
events are advised to check school 
websites for the latest updates. 

Vermont Brew football team calls off season
By ANDY KIRKALDY

MIDDLEBURY — It’s official, 
the Vermont Brew Arena League 
Football team will not play this 
season.

The four home games the Brew 
planned to play at Middlebury’s 
Memorial Sports Center between 
April 9 and June will go on as 
scheduled, the team told sports 
center officials and announced 
through social media on the team’s 
website. 

The March 2 Facebook post 
read, in part:

“We were ready to launch our 

inaugural season this April and 
until recently due to a change in 
events. Unfortunately, these events 
did not allow us to feel comfortable 
in bringing high-quality athletes to 
Vermont for our season. 

“We felt it better to not start 
the season if there was even a 
possibility of not finishing it. We 
have informed our players, the 
league, and all other parties as well 
of our decision.”

Vermont Brew General 
Manager Michael Mazzella 
told the Independent, without 
disclosing specifics, that a financial 

commitment that the team had 
expected did not come through. 

Mazzella said he and his partners 
in the enterprise, including 
team president Claude Flynn of 
Plattsburgh, N.Y., thus did not 
want to risk having to pull the plug 
midway through the 2022 season 
on its players and other backers. 

“It stinks, and it’s awful. But 
in the long run we’ll look back at 
it, and just like in 2020 we’ll say 
that was the right decision to be 
made, and we’ll be back at it,” 
said Mazzella, who is the chair of 
the Rice Memorial High School 

science department and previously 
taught science in Vergennes. “I’ll 
continue to work and put the plans 
in place.”

Mazzella said he planned to 
visit soon with the team’s financial 
backers in the Middlebury area and 
return sponsorship money. 

“I want Middlebury to know we 
value them, and we always have. 
We value the people that have 
supported us and our sponsors,” he 
said. “We’re certainly trying to do 
this the way it should be done.”

Mazzella said he and his partners 
(See Brew, Page 3B)

“I’ve used the 
word resilient 
with these 
players all 
year long.”

– Coach Mandigo
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Registration is now open for 
Middlebury Youth Lacrosse 

Club’s 2022 season

Girls and boys grades 3-8 
throughout Addison County

New & experienced players 
learn the sport of lacrosse from 
experienced coaches in a fun, 

supportive environment

LACROSSE IS BACK!

EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE

Sign up at www.middlax.com  802-388-6888   •   VERMONTSUN.COM

Novice and advanced athletes alike marvel at the beauty of our courses 
and enjoy the mountains, lakes and streams of Central Vermont.

See our website for course maps, race details and registration.

5K,  10K  &  5K,  10K  &  HALF MARATHONHALF MARATHON

May 15, 2022May 15, 2022
Lake Lake Dunmore, Dunmore, 

VermontVermont

play your best hockey in 
overtime. And that’s what they 
did.”

The Panther addressed their 
team’s frame of mind after the 
unlikely chain of events, which 
also included the offi cials’ decision 
to add two seconds to the clock: It 
was changed to read 18.2 seconds 
from 16.2 seconds left in regulation 
after the Gusties complained.  

Panther freshman goalie Sophia 
Merageas, named the tournament’s 
outstanding player after making 
29 saves on Saturday, said the 
Panthers were already looking 
ahead before the tying goal was 
made offi cial.

“There were a few teammates 
coming up to me and saying 
don’t worry, either way it goes 
we’ll get another one,” Merageas 
said. “We’re going to come back 
stronger.”

Letterie, like Mandigo, talked 
about resilience.

“We knew one goal would not 
change the outcome of the game,” 
said Letterie, an all-tournament 
selection. “We were so focused. 
We were ready to go. We just kept 
saying, ‘We are winning this game. 
We are winning this game.’”

Barney talked about Leidt, 
another all-tournament pick, 
setting the tone.

“Madie is an amazing leader,” 
Barney said. “There was a moment 
in the huddle when she was 
saying, ‘It doesn’t matter what the 
outcome of this is. We’re going to 
get another one.’” 

GAME ACTION
In the fi rst period Adolphus 

showed it would give Middlebury a 
game with aggressive forechecking 
and high-pressure defense. The 
Gusties did not allow the Panther 
defenders to tee up shots or make 
easy passes in the attacking end, 
a tactic that has recently been 
productive for the home team. 

As the Panthers began to settle 
in they were whistled for back-to-
back penalties. The fi rst they killed 
effectively. On the second, Letterie 

anticipated a point-to-point pass, 
defl ecting it to center ice. She won 
the race to the puck, skated in on 
McCoy, and ripped a forehand 
from close range that trickled 
home off the goalie’s glove with 
6:16 remaining in the fi rst period. 

Late in the period Merageas 
shouldered away Kaitlyn Holland’s 
rising shot from the right side, and 
Middlebury led after one period.  

Tight defense ruled the second 
period, at least until the Gusties 
were awarded a power play at 
12:02. At 12:30 Clara Billings 
one-timed a short shot inside the 
right post after taking a feed from 
behind and to the left of the net 
from Emily Olson. 

Soon afterward Merageas made 
a tough pad save on a Hailey 
Holland bid. After an ineffective 
Panther power play, the Gusties 
went on another power play with 
52 seconds left in the period. 
Panther defender CeCe Ziegler 

made a key block, and Merageas 
stopped Kristina Press from the 
slot.

Both teams had chances in the 
third period before Leidt gave 
the Panthers the lead. Merageas 
stopped arguably the best chance, 
denying Press on a two-on-one 
with eight minutes to go. 

Leidt’s goal with 2:47 to go came 
after Letterie sent Katie Hargrave 
into the Gustie end. Hargrave 
unleashed a forehand from between 
the circles that McCoy gloved, but 
didn’t hold. Leidt swooped in from 
the right, picked up the puck at the 
top of the crease, and backhanded 
it home to the left of the goalie. 

Then came the fi nal drama: The 
faceoff with 18, not 16 seconds, 
left. A late tie-up in the right corner 
from which the Gusties worked 
the puck loose to behind the net. A 
Hailey Holland wraparound at the 
left post that hit Merageas’ stick 
and bounced into the crease. And 

McHugh waiting to fl ip the puck 
home. 

And the Panthers and Barney 
waiting to pounce in overtime. 

“Watching Ellie score that goal, 
everything you work for, not just 
the past four years, but your entire 
hockey career, it kind of comes to 
fruition,” Leidt said. “Not many 
teams get to say they’re 27-0-0, and 
we are. And it’s just an incredible 
feeling.”

Barney agreed scoring that goal 
felt amazing, and explained why. 

“It’s really special, but it’s even 
more special to celebrate with this 
group of girls who I love so, so 
much,” she said.

Mandigo, earning his 625th win, 
had the last word after being asked 
how this team ranked among his 33 
at Middlebury.

“You’ve got to put it right there,” 
he said. “Top of the list.”

PANTHER SENIOR MADIE Leidt backhands home a go-ahead goal late in the third period of Saturday’s NCAA D-III women’s hockey title 
game in Chip Kenyon Arena. The lead lasted 2:46, as Gustavus Adolphus tied the score with 0.1 second left before Middlebury won in OT.

Independent photo/Steve James

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — In Friday’s 

NCAA Division III women’s 
hockey tournament semifi nal, 
No. 3 Elmira (25-3-1) battled 
the Panthers in Middlebury’s 3-2 
victory for the second time this 
season: Middlebury defeated the 
Soaring Eagles, 2-1, in November 
in Plattsburgh. 

The Panthers on Friday outshot 
Elmira, 32-18, overall, before 
a crowd of well more than 
1,000 at Chip Kenyon Arena. 
But Middlebury goalie Sophia 
Merageas had to make seven of 
her 16 saves in the scoreless fi rst 
period, including an outstanding 
kick stop with her left skate on 
Elmira’s Claire Elfring just past 
the midway mark. 

Panther Coach Bill Mandigo said 
in the postgame press conference 
the Panthers might have felt nerves 
in the fi rst 20 minutes, but also 
credited Elmira for being a fast, 
smart and well-coached team. 

The Panthers kicked into gear 
in the second period and took the 
lead at 7:10 on Cat Appleyard’s 
power-play goal. She took a short 
Katie Hargrave pass from the right 
and whipped a 10-foot shot inside 
the left post. 

Elmira’s Eliza Beaudin answered 
a minute later. Emma Crocker won 
the puck in the corner and fed 
Beaudin at the bottom of the right 
circle, and her one-timer through 
traffi c beat Merageas near side. 

Panther Kylie Quinlan made it 
2-1 with 7:16 to go in the period. 
Molly MacQueen won the puck 
in the left corner and fed Quinlan 
open cutting toward the net. 
Quinlan faked a near-side shot, 
skated through the slot, and slid the 
puck inside the far post.

Madie Leidt made it 3-1 with 
8:13 gone in the third period. 
Hargrave and Jenna Letterie 
worked the puck loose behind the 
Elmira net, and Letterie skated out 
to the right of the net and fed Leidt 
on the doorstep. Leidt one-timed 
the puck inside the left post.

Soaring Eagle Holley Riva 
charged the net and cashed in a 
centering pass from Erika Goleniak 
to make it 3-2 with 4:14 to go. 

But the Panthers put the clamps 
on Elmira the rest of the way, 
including not allowing a shot in 
the fi nal 1:28 with Elmira goalie 
Leonie-Louise Kuehberger (29 
saves) pulled for an extra skater.

Afterward, Appleyard addressed 
what it was like to have so 
many fans in Kenyon Arena this 
weekend. 

“The crowd has really been 
amazing. Personally, every time 
I hear them I feel like I’ve got to 
go harder, I’ve got to go faster to 
the puck,” Appleyard said. “We’re 
lucky that Middlebury, the school 
and the community, has come out 
to support us. It really has helped 
us.”

Women’s hockey advances 
over Elmira in semifi nal

THE MIDDLEBURY WOMEN’S hockey team mobs senior Ellie Barney and the home crowd rises to its 
feet after she netted the overtime game-winner vs. Gustavus Adolphus in Saturday’s NCAA Division III 
title game. The Panthers completed a 27-0 season in dramatic fashion.

Independent photo/Steve James

Title
(Continued from Page 1B)

PANTHER FRESHMAN GOALIE Sophia Merageas dives on a loose 
puck in the crease on Saturday. Merageas made 29 saves in the 
NCAA D-III women’s hockey fi nal, won by the host Panthers, and was 
named the tournament’s outstanding player. 

Independent photo/Steve James

GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS GOALIE Katie McCoy sprawls on a rebound 
as Golden Gustie defender Sophia Coltvet holds off Panther forward 
Maddie Bayard in overtime. McCoy made 25 saves, six in OT, but 
couldn’t stop Panther Ellie Barney’s extra-time game-winner.

Independent photo/Steve James
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MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Order your chicks by 
3/31/22. Pickup is
at the end of April.

Submit your order in store, 
via email, over the phone 

and via fax. 
info@middleburyagway.com

     388 Exchange Street

        802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Scan this

smartphone
to download 

with 
your

an order form

LAST 
CHANCE TO ORDER!
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‘Amahl’ redux

A year after a planned encore, a 

beloved opera returns to a Salis-

bury church. See Arts+Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Not quite...

The Panther men’s hockey team 

showed promise its first games, 

but fell just short. See Page 1B.

Giving
Some Bristol neighbors held a 

festive gathering that collected 

food for donation. See Page 14A.

Departing Sheldon director made his mark on local history

Brooks brought flair to museum exhibits

(See Brooks, Page 16A)

Lt. gov. first to enter

race for Congress

Shelters
fill up as
temps dip
COVID measures 

limiting capacity

(See Shelters, Page 11A)

(See Gray, Page 15A)

Mt. Abe seeks healing after threats

Officials act and students speak out

$8M Career
Center bond
in the works

(See Career Center, Page 13A)

(See Gun scare, Page 10A)

Flag displays touched off the turmoil

(See Flags, Page 9A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Patricia 

Hannaford Career Center (PHCC) 

directors are reviewing an $8.1 

million plan to renovate the 

Middlebury school’s Charles 

Avenue and North Campus 

buildings, in anticipation of 

presenting it to area voters as a 

bond proposal as soon as next 

March.
The bulk of the project would 

involve energy-related repairs 

and upgrades to the PHCC’s 

50-year-old main building at 51 

Charles Ave. Completed in 1971, 

this 63,000-square-foot structure 

still operates with much of its 

original heating, ventilation, air-

conditioning, electrical, plumbing 

and lighting infrastructure, 

according to PHCC Superintendent 

Dana Peterson.

The Career Center board recently 

commissioned ENE Systems Inc. 

and Energy Efficient Investments 

Inc. to audit the energy systems 

and operating costs in the school’s 

two campuses. They found many 

deficiencies and are now pitching 

a menu of solutions — including 

With COVID-19 around it’s 

more difficult for people to go 

caroling or attend a Messiah 

sing-along. So Middlebury’s 

Town Hall Theater has found 

a way to bring the season into 

everyone’s living room — 

and raise money for hungry 

Addison County residents in the 

process. The artistic nonprofit 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

County’s two emergency homeless 

shelters are already full and 

carrying waiting lists as bone- 

chilling temperatures, sleet and 

snow once again take center stage 

in the Champlain Valley.

The Charter House Coalition 

(CHC) Emergency Shelter at 27 

North Pleasant St. in Middlebury 

has already reached its max of 24 

guests, while another 28 individuals 

are waiting in the wings in hopes 

of securing a spot, according to 

Heidi Lacey, the shelter’s top 

administrator.

Meanwhile, the eight shelter 

units at John Graham Housing & 

Services in Vergennes are also full, 

serving a total of 22 adults and 

children, according to Executive 

Director Susan Whitmore.

Like Lacey, Whitmore has noted 

a recent surge in folks seeking to 

come in from the weather. Some 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Some look 

upon history as a dispassionate 

examination of objects from a 

bygone era, their 

significance buried 

by “progress” and the 

sands of time.

That’s never been 

the case for Bill 

Brooks, who’s always 

sought to make history 

come alive.
Brooks has helmed 

Middlebury’s Henry 

Sheldon Museum of 

Vermont History for 

only 10 of its 137 

years, but his many 

contributions have 

made an immeasurable 

impact on how locals 

and visitors will 

perceive Addison 

County for many decades to come.

Brooks began as the Sheldon’s 

executive director on June 5, 2012, 

after having spent eight years as the 

development director of the Calvin 

Coolidge Memorial Foundation 

in Plymouth Notch. Now closing 

in on his 80th year, Brooks will 

soon pass the torch to the next 

steward of the Sheldon — the 

oldest community-based museum 

in the country. He’s seen a lot of 

history and wants to 

make some of his own, 

in what promises to be 

an active retirement.

“I think the Sheldon 

would benefit by new 

leadership,” Brooks 

said during a recent 

interview at the Park 

Street museum. “I’ve 

certainly enjoyed my 

10 years, but when 

you turn 80, things 

slow down a little. I 

think a younger person 

with new ideas is very 

important.”
It’s hard to imagine 

a successor topping 

Brooks’s plentiful 

ideas, which have seen him pair 

local artists, photographers, 

educators, orators and other 

creative folks with a range of 

beautiful, basic, evocative and 

quirky items in the Sheldon’s attic 

for delightfully themed exhibits.

BILL BROOKS WILL soon step down as director of the Henry Sheldon Museum of Vermont History after 

a very eventful decade. He helped bring new, vibrant exhibits to the Middlebury museum that combined 

art, history and the talents of Addison County residents. Here he stands in front of a series of miniature 

Christmas trees crafted by local residents that will be auctioned as a fundraiser for the museum.

Independent photo/John Flowers

“Having 

these various 

exhibits, two or 

three a year, 

that feature 

both history 

and art and fill 

the rooms of 

the museum, 

allows local 

visitors to come 

back and see 

new things.”

— Bill Brooks

By ANGELO LYNN

BURLINGTON — Early 

Monday morning, Vermont Lt. 

Gov. Molly Gray declared her 

candidacy for Vermont’s lone 

congressional seat being vacated 

by Congressman Peter Welch.

A lifelong Vermonter, Gray, 

37, was born and raised in South 

Newbury, Vt., on a vegetable 

and dairy farm still operated by 

her family today. She has served 

Vermont in Washington as an 

aide to Congressman Welch, 

statewide as an assistant attorney 

general and now as lieutenant 

governor. Before entering public 

office, Gray spent her career 

advocating for human rights and MOLLY  GRAY

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — After almost 90% 

of students stayed away from 

Mount Abraham Union Middle/

High School on Friday, Dec. 3, 

attendance returned to almost 

normal this week, though not 

fully, Principal Shannon Warden 

said on Wednesday morning. She 

was scheduled to speak later that 

morning with a student who was 

still apprehensive about resuming 

classes.
Students, educators and 

community members this week 

were trying to make sense of an 

outburst of unrest at the Bristol 

school last week that culminated in 

a threat that a student would bring a 

weapon to school.

The Mount Abraham Unified 

School District and the Bristol 

Police Department worked late 

into the night on Thursday and 

determined that those threats were 

not credible, but by then almost all 

of the school’s parents had decided 

to keep their children home from 

school the following day.

Mount Abe instituted a ban 

on flag-related attire on Dec. 

2. Warden said in an email to 

parents that day that the ban was 

in response to a recent trend of a 

small number of students wearing 

politically themed flags or banners 

as capes. The school had initially 

permitted this activity as a form 

of self-expression, but banned 

it Thursday because it had “led 

to inappropriate, disrespectful, 

hurtful, hateful dialogue between 

students and adults.” (See “Flag 

Displays” story on this page.)

As events unfolded at Mount 

Abe, school communities around 

the country were already on edge 

after a Nov. 30 school shooting in 

Oxford, Mich., left four students 

dead and seven others wounded. 

The suspect in that case, a 15-year-

old student at the school, was 

charged with first-degree murder 

and terrorism. His parents have 

also been arrested and charged in 

the case.

By JOHN FLOWERS

BRISTOL — Only 75 of the 

650 students enrolled at Mount 

Abraham Union Middle/High 

School came to the Bristol 

school out of fear that student 

unrest the previous day could 

escalate into violence. Mount 

Abe had received a threat that 

someone would bring a weapon 

to the Bristol school.

The source of the unrest: flags, 

some worn as capes.

School officials on Friday said 

a weapon threat issued Thursday 

was traced to one student. 

Following an investigation that 

spanned into Thursday night, 

Bristol police concluded there 

was “no credible threat to the 

Mount Abraham community 

and we were safe to hold 

classes on Friday,” MAUSD 

Smile for Santa

A VERY SMALL child takes her turn having a socially distant visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus in the new park in downtown Middlebury 

this past Saturday morning. The Christmas couple sat at a safe distance while they met with youngsters during the kickoff to the Better 

Middlebury Partnership’s Very Merry Middlebury celebration. See more photos on Page 2A. Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman
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A new classicA Dickens story we know & love 
will take the stage at Town Hall 
Theater. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Four-peat
The Middlebury College field 
hockey team dominated the 
NCAA Final Four. See Page 1B.

’Tis the seasonLook inside to find out what’s 
going on in all the area towns in 
our 40-page Holiday Guide.

HOPE Holiday Shop readies for kids in need

(See Holiday shop, Page 14A)

(See Hunters, Page 15A)

Eagle coach leads through empowermentStetson teaches more than skills

(See Stetson, Page 11A)

Career Ctr. redefines its priorities for the future

(See Career Ctr., Page 12A)

RNESU chief Collinsretiring at year’s end
Led schools through Act 46, COVID

(See Collins, Page 7A)

(See Nuovos, Page 12A)

Local sweethearts enter
10th decade – together

Young andother newhunters bagsome bucksOne novice killed a 195-pound, 9-pointer

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Helping 
Overcome Poverty’s Effects 
(HOPE) will reopen its Holiday 
Shop to in-person browsing next 
week after a two-year hiatus forced 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Located at the HOPE 
headquarters at 282 Boardman St. 
in Middlebury, the Holiday Shop 

features a hefty selection of free 
toys, books, puzzles and other gift 
options for low-income residents 
who otherwise couldn’t afford to 
provide their children Christmas 
presents. Jeanne Montross, 
executive director of HOPE, said 
the shop will likely serve around 
600 Addison County children over 
the next month.

As always, area individuals, 
businesses and places of worship 
are providing key donations that 
will allow HOPE to stock the 
Holiday Shop tables with super, 
eye catching gifts for kids ages 
birth through 18.“It’s a nice community effort 

that’s coming together,” Montross 
said during a recent interview at 

the shop.Organizers promise a return 
to “near-normal” shopping 
conditions. While patrons will 
need to social distance and wear 
face coverings, they’ll be able to 
choose gifts in person. That’s a 
departure from last year, when 
COVID-19 conditions required 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The town 
of Middlebury is home to many 
majestic sights — including the 
Otter Creek Falls, stately places of 
worship, and rolling, verdant hills.

But one of its most endearing and 
uplifting sights is the daily stroll 
of one of the community’s most 

senior and accomplished couples. 
If you’re lucky, you’ll spot Victor 
and Betty Nuovo just about any 
morning, walking hand-in-hand 
along Main and/or Weybridge 
streets. Both 90 years old and 
married for 68 years, the Nuovos 
breathe life into the impossible 

BETTY AND VICTOR Nuovo, one of Middlebury’s most accomplished 

and cherished couples, are each celebrating a 90th birthday, with 68 

years of marriage and many accomplishments to reflect upon.
Independent photo/Angelo S. Lynn

The Addison County 
jobless rate in October was 
1.4%, representing a drop 
from the 1.8% registered 
in September, according to 
the Vermont Department of 
Labor. Meanwhile, Vermont’s 
unemployment rate remained at 
2.8% in October, according to 

By ANDY KIRKALDYADDISON COUNTY — Young 
and first-time hunters combined to 
bring 121 deer to Addison County’s 
seven wildlife reporting stations 
after going out during Youth Hunting 
Weekend on Oct. 23 and 24. 

That total was the second-highest 
for an Addison County Youth 
Hunting Weekend, trailing only 
2019’s record high of 142. Other 
annual takes ranged from a low of 
78 in 2015 to 110 in both 2017 and 
2018.

For 2020, a wrinkle Department 
of Fish and Wildlife officials 
introduced no doubt boosted 
Youth Weekend numbers. Starting 
last year and this year, F&W has 
allowed first-time deer-hunting 
license holders ages 16 and up to 
join younger hunters during Youth 
Hunting Weekend, which now 
doubles as Novice Weekend. 

Still, 2021’s total ran ahead of 
2020’s youth weekend, during 
which young and novice hunters 
brought 105 deer to one of the 
following Addison County reporting 
stations: Rack ’N Reel in New 
Haven, Vermont Field Sports in 
Middlebury, Buxton’s Store in 
Orwell, West Addison General 
Store, Lincoln General Store, Green 
Mountain Trails End in Bristol, 
and C&S Hunting Supplies in East 
Middlebury.Overall, as of the end of the 

opening weekend of the 16-day rifle 
season (Nov. 14) hunters had taken 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — Kayla Bessette 

used to think there was no way 
other people could love and 
appreciate Mary Stetson the 
way she does.“And then (earlier this month) 

at our Mt. Abe Varsity Field 
Hockey Banquet, the seniors 
attempted to talk about Mary 
and everything she has taught 
them and given them,” Bessette 
told the Independent last week. 
“Through the tears the point was 
driven home that it’s not just 
me. It’s all of her players. Mary 
Stetson emulates all things 
‘Eagle Nation.’”Mary Stetson began teaching 

at Mount Abraham Union High 
School in 1982 and has coached 
field hockey there for the past 
30 years. The program she built 
at the school is legendary, and 
for the past eight years she has 
served as the New England/

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The 
Patricia Hannaford Career Center 
is generally doing a good job, 
but should consider adding new 
courses — such as veterinary 
science, dental hygiene and 
robotics — to reflect some of the 
evolving professional interests of 
its students.Those were among the 

takeaways of a lengthy “visioning” 
process that saw career center 
students, educators, business 
partners and community members 
take a thorough look at the school’s 
offerings and solicit feedback on 
how to better tailor vocational-
technical education for Addison 
County teens and adults.That visioning process began 

during the fall of 2019, when a 
team of Patricia Hannaford Career 

By ANGELO LYNNBRANDON — After 41 years as 
an educator, including 17 years as a 
superintendent, Rutland Northeast 
Supervisory Union Superintendent 
Jeanné Collins, 63, last Friday 
announced her resignation at the 
end of this school year. She said 
her decision was prompted by a 
change in her personal life.

“It’s bittersweet. It’s hard to let 
go,” Collins said, “but I’d like a 

different work-life balance.” 
Collins is engaged to be married 

to Mike Deweese, director of 
the Vermont Superintendents 
Association Leadership Academy, 
this coming May. Collins lives 
in Shelburne and Deweese is in 
Enosburg Falls.Collins became the 

superintendent of RNESU in 
2014, a move from the Burlington 

The chicken winner is…
EDORAH FRAZER, PRINCIPAL of Starksboro’s Robinson Elementary School, presents a chicken 

to first-grader Elijah Purinton, who suggested the name — “Snowy Chicken” — that the school voted 

to submit to the Vermont Agency of Transportation’s snowplow naming contest. The chicken will 

travel from class to class as the students do things that contribute to the greatness of the school. 

See more snowplow photos from other local schools on Page 2A.

Photo by Myriah Cogswell

MOUNT ABE FIELD hockey coach Mary Stetson looks on as her team prepares for the 2021 season 

this past August. When the Eagles won their fourth Division II state championship in a row this month, 

it was the second time Stetson’s program has had a championship “four-peat” since she started 

coaching the program in 1992.

Independent photo/Steve James
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History fan
A spunky Puritan in 17th C. New 

England is the heroine of a Lincoln 

author’s novel. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Unbeaten
College women’s hockey grounds 

the Gulls to keep its winning 

streak alive. See Sports, Page 1B.

Graffi  ti or art?
Someone is pasting images 

around town, but where are they 

coming from? See Page 3A.

City police, Turning Point o� ering quick help to people in crisis

iPads allow for remote counseling

Vergennes seeks 
$25M sewer bond
Offi cials: It’s a great time for grants

ACSD to ask for 5.3% 

increase in spending

New canning facility could 

add 25 jobs at Aqua ViTea

Artim to leave Middlebury 

selectboard after 12 years
Could Lincoln, Ripton schools join forces?

Residents excited by the possibilities

And beverage start-ups would get help, too

(See Vergennes, Page 10A)

(See Aqua ViTea, Page 11A)

(See ACSD, Page 9A)

(See Schools, Page 11A)

(See Artim, Page 10A)

(See City police, Page 12A)

By ANDY 
KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — 

Thanks to Turning 

Point Center of 

Addison County, 

Vergennes Police 

Department offi cers 

this week have new 

tools at their disposal 

that can help citizens 

in need — two iPads.

Those tablet 

computers will 

travel with city 

police offi cers in 

their cruisers. If the 

offi cers encounter 

anyone who, in their 

judgment, would 

benefi t from a face-

to-face talk with one 

of Turning Point’s 13 

peer substance abuse 

coaches (at least one of whom is 

available 24/7) the offi cers can 

hand them one of the iPads.

A push of a 

button, and within 

60 seconds a trained 

peer coach will 

appear on the screen 

to listen and talk 

to, encourage, and 

support the person 

in a substance abuse 

crisis, according to 

Vergennes Police 

Chief George 

Merkel. 
“There are people 

we are dealing with 

that we can get to 

the coach to provide 

support and services 

(for), who need a 

coach … to help work 

through some of their 

issues, substance 

abuse or whatever 

else,” Merkel said.

Turning Point Center Executive 

Director Jennifer Mayhew said 

“They (offi cers) 

are out on the 

road, not always 

in the offi ce. The 

iPad seemed 

like a creative 

way to have 

access to people 

immediately, 

really in those 

most vulnerable 

moments when 

people are 
willing to think 

about rehab or 

treatment.” 
— Turning Point 

Executive Director 

Jennifer Mayhew

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — 

Nick Artim stepped onto 

Middlebury’s political stage a 

dozen years ago with a desire to 

do his civic duty and leave the 

community a better place for 

future generations.
He will step down from the 

Middlebury selectboard on 

March 1, having helped guide 

the town during a pandemic and 

an unparalleled investment in its 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

ADDISON COUNTY — Lincoln 

and Ripton, which voted last year 

to withdraw from their school 

districts, have begun exploring the 

idea of creating a new supervisory 

union to handle the administrative 

services they might not be able to 

afford individually.
“It’s one of the most exciting 

moments we’ve had in a long, 

embattled year, to be sitting with 

people who are really visioning 

something that is proactive 

and unique, but also still really 

supporting the values that our 

towns hold dear,” Ripton School 

District (RSD) board member 

Molly Witters told the Independent

earlier this month.
Since voting to leave the 

Addison Central School District 

last January and subsequently 

receiving the blessing of district 

member towns, Ripton has formed 

its own school district and now 

awaits a complicated decision 

by the Vermont State Board of 

Education (VSBE).
Lincoln voted in August to 

leave the Mount Abraham Unifi ed 

School District and awaits possible 

ratifi cation of district member 

communities on Town Meeting 

Day, March 1.

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Beverage 

maker Aqua ViTea is looking to 

substantially increase its canning 

capabilities, allowing it to hit a new 

gear in its kombucha production 

while also giving it the capacity to 

become a major incubator for small 

startup beverage companies.

Woodchuck Cider, a Middlebury 

industrial park neighbor, is shaping 

up as the other major player in 

this beverage-incubator venture, 

noted Aqua ViTea Founder/CEO 

Jeff Weaber. In short, Aqua ViTea 

is poised to acquire a 100-cans-

per-minute processing line from 

By ANDY KIRKALDY 

VERGENNES — With the 

expectation state and federal grants 

could pay for up to half of the 

cost, the Vergennes City Council 

on Tuesday decided to put a $25.5 

million bond proposal on the city 

ballot in March that if approved 

would fund a complete overhaul of 

the city’s troubled sewer collection 

system and treatment plant.

If city offi cials’ and consultants’ 

optimism about grant support is 

rewarded, most Vergennes sewer 

users would see an annual increase 

over the next few years from $500 

to $850 to fund bond payments, 

according to offi cial estimates.

Those bond-related increases 

would not be immediate, and most 

would be phased in as work is 

completed, according to offi cials. 

The Tuesday decision came 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District board on 

Monday unanimously agreed to 

present voters with a 2022-23 

budget of $41,578,089 that refl ects 

$34,594,034 in local education 

spending — a 5.3% increase 

compared to this year.

“This FY23 budget responds 

to an unprecedented educational 

environment in which the needs of 

our students and communities have 

shifted how our schools operate,” 

according to ACSD Superintendent 

Peter Burrows. “With the increased 

social and emotional needs of our 

students, we have worked to adapt 

traditional educational approaches 

to meet each student where they 

are. Much of this work at the 

budgetary level has consisted of 

shifts and increases to staffi ng in 

The Bridport Grange and 

the Addison County Farm 

Bureau have made the diffi cult 

decision to cancel their legislative 

breakfast series this winter due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s 

A moving sight
The 19th-century New 

Haven Junction Train Depot 

turns the corner from Route 7 

onto Route 17 in New Haven in 

predawn hours Wednesday, 

left, and later continues 

eastbound up the fi rst hill on 

Route 17 on its way to a new 

home on North Street. State 

offi cials said it was too close 

to the tracks for new higher-

speed passenger trains. See 

more photos on Pages 2A 

and 4A.
Photos by the Independent’s Steve 

James (above) and James Duggan of 

Vermont State Historic Sites

VERGENNES POLICE CHIEF George Merkel gives an iPad from the Turning Point Center a test run 

Tuesday. Police can give the iPad to people dealing with substance abuse issues and it will connect them 

to a quick face-to-face link with a peer recovery coach. Independent photo/Steve James

Memorial Sports Center
296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT

802-388-1238
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Upcoming Events

SKATE SHARPENING 
AVAILABLE

DURING ALL EVENTS

Thursday, March 24, 2022 
Public Skating  9:00 am-11:00am
Stick & Puck 3:30 pm - 5:00pm

Saturday March 26, 2022 
Public Skating  6:30 pm - 8:00pm

Sunday, March 27, 2022 
Public Skating 1:00 pm - 2:30pm

Thank You
for a Great
Season!

second to winning New Hampshire 
in 40:20.03. She fi nished a close 
second in the combined individual 
girls’ standings to Nyla Scott of 
Maine among 80 competitors.

The New Hampshire team’s 
victory in the relay, the fi nal event, 
in 39:41.8 allowed them to edge 
Vermont by just nine points, 10,221-
10,212, once all the results from the 
two boys’ and two girls’ races and 
the relays were factored in. Maine 
(10,015), Massachusetts (8,814) and 
New York (883) trailed. 

In the boys’ 5K freestyle 
Harrington was 10th in 15:09.1, and 
Atocha took 18th in 15:44.1. 

In the boys’ sprint Harrington 
fi nished 11th in 2:52.9, with Atocha 
right behind in a tie for 12th at 2:55.6

Harrington, who skied for the 
MUHS boys’ third-place D-II 
team, was 10th overall in the boys’ 
individual standings. Atocha, a 
Mount Abraham independent who 
typically trains with the Tigers, 
took 15th overall among the 84 
competitors. 

The three local skiers qualifi ed 
for the Vermont team by virtue of 
establishing themselves as being 
among the top 24 U16s Nordic 
competitors from Vermont this 
winter. 

continue to believe in the 
Memorial Sports Center as a 
home for the Vermont Brew and in 
Middlebury and Addison County as 
a good market for arena football.

“We’re not going away yet. We 
are going to go a little dormant as 
we continue 
to try to build 
this foundation. 
I look at it as 
what I thought 
was a stable 
f o u n d a t i o n 
turned out not 
to be. So we’ve 
got to look at 
that, and there 
are already plans 
that are starting 
to come around,” 
he said. “But 
we’re trying 
not to announce 
anything before 
it’s settled and 
done.”

“I’m looking forward to the day 
we get it going,” Mazzella added.

Vermont Brew’s online posts 
included thanks to the Memorial 
Sports Center and the Friends of 
Middlebury Hockey that operates 
the facility, as well as the Addison 
County Chamber of Commerce 
and its business sponsors. They 
also include many posts promoting 
those sponsors. 

It does sound like the Brew would 
be welcome at the sports center if 
the team can reboot.

Friends of Middlebury Hockey 
President Michael McAuliffe 
described the March 2 email in 

which Mazzella told him about the 
Brew’s decision to suspend its 2022 
season: 

“He was very gracious about his 
experiences working within the 
Middlebury community and with 
Memorial Sports Center. He did say 
that he still sees Middlebury as the 

best home for the 
Brew if they are 
able to restart 
operations.”

M c A u l i f f e 
added the Friends 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
and the building 
operators were 
saddened by the 
decision and 
on the Brew’s 
behalf, but said 
the football 
team’s absence 
would not have 
a major impact 
on sports center 
operations. 

“Memorial Sports Center and 
Friends of Middlebury Hockey 
were excited about the potential 
benefi ts the Brew would bring 
to local businesses and about the 
ambitious plan the team had for 
engaging in our community,” he 
wrote. 

“Though disappointing, these 
developments will not impact our 
long collaboration with Middlebury 
Parks & Rec’s Camp Kookamunga 
summer camp or our commitment 
to hosting a wide variety of local 
activities including graduation and 
advancement ceremonies, mud-
season practices for spring sports, 
and box lacrosse.”

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College women’s 
lacrosse team improved to 5-0 
with a pair of recent wins. The 
Panthers, ranked No. 3 in NCAA 
Division III, were set to visit No. 
8 The College of New Jersey on 
Thursday before traveling to Bates 
on Saturday at noon and hosting 
Plymouth State on Sunday at 1 
p.m.

On this past Saturday the 
Panthers coasted to an 18-8 
victory over visiting NESCAC 
rival Trinity (3-2). 

Middlebury bolted to a fi rst-
quarter lead of 4-0 and stretched 
the advantage to 10-4 at the half. 
The Bantams came no closer than 
fi ve goals after the break.

Jane Earley contributed 
three goals and three assists for 
Middlebury, Lily Riseberg scored 
three time and added two assists, 
Hope Shue found the back of 
the net four times, Kylie Wilson 
forced four turnovers, and goalie 
Annie Enrietto made seven saves. 

Samantha Booma scored twice 
for the Bantams, and goalie 
Gabriella Young stopped 10 shots.

On Tuesday, the Panthers 
outscored host No. 11 York, 7-2, in 
the second half in an 11-5 victory. 

The host Spartans took a 3-2 
lead in the second quarter, but 
goals by Nike Mormile and Anna 
Spehr, from Shue, put Middlebury 
up at the break by one.

Middlebury scored seven 
unanswered goals to open the 
second half, allowing York 
only two goals in the fi nal three 
minutes. Shue converted two free 
positions in the second minute of 
the third quarter, Maggie Coughlin 
scored during a player advantage 
and Kelcey Dion converted a free 
position, her second goal of the 
game, to make it 8-3 after three 
periods.

Shue sandwiched her fourth and 
fi fth goals of the game around a 
Grace Getman strike in the fourth 
quarter to make it 11-3 before 
York’s two late goals. 

Kylie Wilson grabbed a game-
high four groundballs and caused 
three turnovers for the Panthers. 
Enrietto made six saves, while 
Bella Garabo stopped 11 shots for 
the 4-3 Spartans. 

ORLANDO, Fla. — The 
Middlebury College baseball 
team lost two close games and 
won a slugfest earlier this week 
on its annual trip to Orlando. 

The Panthers were 3-3 heading 
into a Wednesday game vs. 
Bowdoin, and have four more 
games scheduled on their trip: 
vs. Wisconsin-Eau Claire on 
Thursday, vs. Trinity on Friday 
and Saturday, and vs. St. Olaf on 
Saturday.

On this past Sunday, 
Muhlenberg (9-3) held off a 
Panther rally to prevail, 10-8. 
Muhlenberg took a 5-0 lead in 
the second inning on three hits, 
including a two-run Connor 
Mikulski homer, and two errors.

Panther Mitchell Schroeder’s 
fourth homer of the year came 
in the fourth and made it 5-1. 
Muhlenberg added runs in the 
fi fth, sixth and seventh to make 
it 9-1 heading into the bottom of 
the seventh.

Middlebury then scored four 

runs. Doubles by Nathan Samii, 
Zip Malley and Kyle McCausland 
produced three runs, and an error 
scored the fourth.  

In the eighth Alec Ritch drilled 
a three-run homer, and Kyle 
McCausland added a solo shot 
to make it 9-8. But Muhlenberg 
added an insurance run in the 
ninth, and the Panther comeback 
stalled. Starter Alex Price took 
the loss. 

On Sunday Johns Hopkins 
improved to 8-5 by hanging 
on to defeat the Panthers, 6-5. 
Middlebury took a 1-0 lead in the 
fi rst on singles by Jack Stolper 
and Schroeder and a passed ball, 
but the Jays knotted the score in 
the bottom of the inning and took 
a 3-1 lead in the third, scoring on 
a double, a series of walks and a 
double-play ball. 

In the third Stolper singled, stole 
second and scored on an error to 
make it 3-2, and Middlebury tied 
the game in fourth when Sammy 
Smith tripled and scored. 

Johns Hopkins scored three 
times in the bottom of the fourth 
with a two-out rally keyed by two 
singles and a throwing error. 

Middlebury made it 6-5 in 
the eighth with two runs. Ritch 
walked, Stolper doubled, and the 
runners scored on a John Collins 
sacrifi ce fl y and Smith single. 
The Panthers put runners on 
second and third in the ninth on 
a McCausland double, Beau Root 
walk and passed ball, but the Jays 
worked out of the jam. 

Ale x Rosario (1-1) took the 
loss on the mound, allowing six 
runs on seven hits while striking 
out three over four innings. 
Henry Gustavson did not allow 
a hit in the fi nal four innings for 
Middlebury while striking out 
four.

On Monday the Panthers pelted 
Wisconsin-La Crosse, 22-10, to 
get back to .500. No details except 
the score were available on either 
school’s athletic website.

Brew 
(Continued from Page 1B)

“It stinks, and it’s 
awful. But in the 
long run we’ll look 
back at it, and we’ll 
say that was the 
right decision to be 
made, and we’ll be 
back at it.”

— Vermont Brew 
General Manager 
Michael Mazzella

Women’s lax nets
two wins, now 5-0

Panther baseball wins one of three

MATTHEW
DICKERSON

In my last column, I wondered
aloud about when appreciation 
of nature leads to exploitation 
of nature. Sometimes the line 
between appreciation and 
exploitation can be thin.

Delight is an important and oft 
under-appreciated experience. 
Delight can even be described 
as a virtue, in the sense that it is 
something we can practice, and not 
merely a feeling we have. Stream 
ecologist and fi sheries biologist 
Kurt Fausch is one of the world’s 
leading experts on stream ecology 
in general, and cutthroat trout in 
particular. He has also been an 
important voice for conservation 
and preservation — and not just 
for iconic, romanticized fi sh 
like cutthroat trout of the Rocky 
Mountains, but also for relatively 
unknown and unloved (but still 
important) native species like the 
minnows that inhabit the smalls 
streams on the Great Plains.

In addition to dozens of peer-
reviewed scientifi c papers, Fausch 
also wrote a wonderful book, “For 
the Love of Rivers: A Scientist’s 
Journey.” It sits on my bookshelf 
alongside Robin Wall Kimmerer’s 
“Braiding Sweetgrass.” Although 
deeply informed by Fausch’s 
years of research, “For the Love 
of Rivers” is not another scientifi c 
treatise (at least not in the usual 
sense);  it’s a book written for a 
general audience in which he 
not only explains the science of 
stream ecology, but also writes 
freely and beautifully about 
topics like love and friendship and 
delight — what we might think 
of as the human or philosophical 
side of his work. 

Fausch (like Kimmerer) has 
witnessed the environmental 
damage caused by decades of 
unhealthy practices, including 
exploitive and unsustainable water 
use, human-introduced invasive 

species, mining, deforestation, 
overgrazing and development. He 
has devoted a lifetime to studying 
the impacts of these practices 
on native species and natural 
ecological systems, and he knows 
the value of that scientifi c work. 
But he also understands that 
scientifi c knowledge alone often 
fails to motivate behavior. And so 
he writes also of the importance 
of imagination and delight, and 
of our personal experience of 
the natural world. “In a way,” he 
wrote, “people learn best when 
information enters through their 
peripheral vision, out of 
the corner of their eye, 
not viewed directly head-
on, but through stories ... 
Native trout can return 
to their streams only 
when people view their 
existence as essential to 
their lives. And this can 
only happen if we see 
and touch these amazing 
creatures for ourselves.” 
Now and then, Fausch will get 
out his Tenkara rod and drop a 
fl y to some little native cutthroat 
trout in a small mountain stream, 
and admire it’s beauty as he holds 
it tenderly in his hand for a few 
seconds just below the surface of 
the water before releasing it back 
to its home in the riffl e.

There is no doubt in my mind 
that my own experiences of 
nature, wilderness, and unbuilt or 
undeveloped places have shaped 
and motivated me — and continue 
to shape and motivate me — to 
live in a more sustainable and 
less exploitive way. Delight is 
certainly a big part of that.

But as I said, delight can give 
way to exploitation. A couple 
years ago, I had a trip that took 
me to the west coast. I was able to 
spend a long weekend steelhead 
fi shing with my brother on a small 

Oregon river. It was a particularly 
cold and dry winter, and the 
fi shing was really diffi cult. We 
hooked up with only two steelhead 
(and landed only one) along with 
a couple resident cutthroat trout. 
Yet it was a delightful trip. We 
enjoyed seeing elk, bald eagles 
and a beautiful river wandering 
through wooded hills of a state 
forest. 

After the trip, I wrote an 
article for a fl y-fi shing magazine 
that is destination- oriented. 
Their features always provide 
maps of the area, and enough 

local information for 
somebody to plan a 
trip. So I provided the 
information for their 
map, including locations 
of campgrounds and 
pull-offs with access to 
fi shing, and locations 
for put-ins and take-outs 
for those who want to 
fl oat the river. When my 
article was published, 

it got several angry responses. A 
few were predictable and I didn’t 
take them too seriously. Local 
guides who were not mentioned in 
the story were bent out of shape. 
That’s almost unavoidable in an 
area with several guide services. 
But a couple of the angry voices 
were just local anglers who were 
upset at seeing their favorite river 
featured in a national magazine. 

On the one hand, I was 
defensive about my article. I saw 
the complaining anglers as just 
another example of NIMBYism.  
People buy fl y fi shing magazines, 
including presumably the very 
folks who complained. Every 
article in every issue gives 
details about some river that is 
local to somebody. Anglers don’t 
complain about articles pointing 
them to other rivers; only those 
sending people to their own 

water. Also, there were some real 
environmental concerns along the 
river related to timber companies 
fi rst strip-lumbering the hillsides 
and then poisoning the ground 
with herbicides to prevent 
growth of undesirable plants. 
Both practices had negative 
environmental impacts, but led 
to higher profi ts. I thought my 
article had a good environmental 
message calling for an end to 
those damaging practices, and I 
thought local guides and anglers 
would appreciate that. 

On the other hand, I was 
actually quite sympathetic to their 
complaints. It was not my own 
home river I had sent people to. 
It was a river on the other side 
of the country. In a sense, I had 
exploited the river for the sake 
of my profi t as a writer. The 
experience has challenged me 
to rethink how I write outdoor 
travel stories, especially about 
potentially fragile places.

The next article I submitted was 
to a different magazine. It was 
about a river in Alaska, in a very 
fragile and somewhat threatened 
location. I wrote the story, and 
described the trip — both about 
the delight I had in the place, and 
about the ecology of the place, and 
about the threats to the broader 
region. But I gave no indication of 
where the unnamed river was, or 
how to fi nd it. And although many 
outdoor magazines would not 
publish a story like that without 
details that could lead a reader 
there, I found a magazine that 
would (and did) publish it. It was 
the favorite magazine article I’ve 
ever written.

Appreciation and exploitation of nature: Part 2

Nordic 
(Continued from Page 1B)
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Seeds Seeds Seeds –
Time to start you seeds!

Purchase $30 in seed 
starting supplies and

get 4 FREE Page’s Liberty 
Seed Packets

(see store for details regarding eligible products) – 
whiles supplies last and cannot be combined

 with any other sale or offer. Valid through 3/31/22

PLUS – Shop all of our seeds: 
Agway, Botanical Interests, 

High Mowing (Organic), 
Livingston, Page’s Liberty 

Seeds, Seedway
– Renee’s just arrived!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

     388 Exchange Street

        802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Spring bulbs are
on their way!

Nursery and greenhouse Nursery and greenhouse 
opening soon!opening soon! 

SomaworkSomaworkss    ••    MiddleburMiddleburyy,, VT VT 
802-388-3362 802-388-3362 

  Wellness        
    Directory

Want to
advertise within
this directory?

Contact us for information:
advertising@

addisonindependent.com

or call 802-388-4944

Practitioner Practitioner 
of the Weekof the Week

Shannon Louise is 
the owner of 802 PMU. 
Her business began 
at 802 Ink and she 
recently transitioned 
to her own space in 
Essex Junction. In 
2021, Shannon decided 
to get her eyebrows 
microbladed and even 
though she had no idea 
what to expect, she 
was ready for a smudge-free-never-have-
to-apply-makeup-again kind of look. 

After that one session, she was hooked. 
The experience changed her life so much 
that she knew she was ready to make a 
career out of permanent makeup and she 
became a Certified PMU artist a month 
later. Shannon has discovered a love 
of helping others feel confident in their 
own skin through the use of permanent 
makeup and can’t wait to show you what 
she can do.

Contact Shannon at:
802pmu@gmail.com
802-363-0323

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”

50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Jim Condon Jim Condon ..... 802-388-4880 or 802-475-2349
    SomaWork

Caryn Etherington Caryn Etherington ............  802-388-4882 ext. 3
    Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork

Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ................ 802-388-4882 ext. 4
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon...............................802-388-0254
Energy Work                www.joanne.abmp.com

Winfield Kelley, D.C. Winfield Kelley, D.C. ....................... 802-453-6010
   Chiropractic Treatment

Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier.................... 802-388-4882 ext. 1
Ortho-Bionomy®

Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Shannon Louise
PMU Artist

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police helped a Route 7 North 
resident with a visitor who had 
refused to leave his home during 
the evening of March 14. Police 
said both men were “heavily 
intoxicated.” 

They took the visitor to the 
Charter House Emergency Shelter 
for the night.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Assisted a person in retrieving 
his belongings from a Court Street 
residence on March 14.

• Received a call from Kinney 
Drug offi cials on March 14 who 
alleged two unidentifi ed women had 
stolen merchandise from the store on 
March 9.

• Helped defuse an argument 
between a tenant and a Cedar Court 
landlord on March 14.

• Received a report that students 
had left Middlebury Union High 
School campus without permission 
on March 15.

• Assisted a local resident 
believed to have been targeted by a 

phone scammer one March 16.
• Heard from a resident on 

March 16 who suspected someone 
had fi led a federal income tax return 
in their name. Police advised the 
complainant to contact the Internal 
Revenue Service.

• Were informed of an alleged 
theft from a Court Street business on 
March 16.

• Assisted Middlebury Regional 
EMS at the Residence at Otter 
Creek retirement community, where 
a resident had died on March 16. 
Police identifi ed the resident as 
Elizabeth Wilkinson, 91.

• Cited Michael Perales, 24, of 
Shoreham for attempting to elude 
police and being in violation of 
his conditions of release, on South 
Street Extension on March 17.

• Warned a group of people 
against trying to ride in the trunk of a 
vehicle in the South Main Street area 
on March 17.

• Cautioned a man and woman 
against standing on the old 
powerhouse foundation near the 
Otter Creek Falls in downtown 

Middlebury on March 17.
• Assisted a local resident in 

fi ling a stalking complaint against 
another person on March 17.

• Ticketed vehicles in violation of 
the winter parking ban in downtown 
Middlebury on March 17.

• Gave a courtesy ride to a 
disabled person whose taxi had 
broken down on Court Street 
Extension on March 18.

• Ensured the safety of a 
MREMS crew during a medical call 
at a Jackson lane home on March 19.

• Responded to a trespassing 
complaint at a Court Street apartment 
on March 19.

• Responded to a report about a 
fi rearm on the ground near Foote 
Street on March 19. Police said it 
turned out to be a BB gun.

• Assisted a person who was 
experiencing a mental health crisis 
in the Cedar Court neighborhood on 
March 19.

• Investigated a stalking complaint 
in the Buttolph Drive neighborhood 
on March 20.

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police on March 17 cited a 20-year-
old Hyde Park resident for driving 
under the infl uence of alcohol. 

Police responded to a complaint 
from the driver of a car parked in 
Falls Park that another motorist’s 
vehicle had almost struck his, and 
that the driver appeared to have an 
open bottle of Smirnoff vodka.

Police arrived and saw the 
operator, Anna Draper, allegedly 
did have an open bottle of vodka 
in her vehicle, and they alleged 
she failed roadside sobriety testing 
before an evidentiary test indicated 
a blood-alcohol content of 0.094%. 
The legal limit for driving is 0.08. 

Police cited Draper for DUI, 
ticketed her for possession of 
an open container of alcohol, 
and issued her court diversion 
paperwork for being a minor in 
possession of alcohol. They said a 
male friend drove her home. 

Vergennes police between 
March 14 and 20 also conducted 
10 patrols by cruiser and two on 
foot, and:

On March 14, counseled a 
Walker Avenue resident who was 
having a dispute with another 
person.

On March 15:
• Provided a room for South 

Burlington police to conduct 
interviews with city residents 

who were witnesses in an ongoing 
investigation in that community.

• Responded to a report of a 
profane anti-Semitic remark being 
written in mud on a car parked 
on East Street. It was gone when 
police arrived, and they said they 
have no leads to pursue as of earlier 
this week.

• Searched unsuccessfully for a 
car being driven by a Northlands 
Job Corps employee who was 
allegedly impaired.

On March 16:
• Checked the welfare of a 

Green Street resident who was late 
for work and determined she was 
OK.

• Responded, along with the 
Vergennes Area Rescue Squad 
(VARS), to a Main Street home 
into which a woman experiencing a 
mental health crisis had wandered. 
Police said VARS took her to 
Porter Hospital.

• Helped a High Street resident 
who had fallen.

On March 17:
• Worked with Vergennes 

Union High School offi cials on a 
persistent truancy case.

• Returned a Valley Vista client 
who showed up at the station 
saying she wanted a ride home 
to the Alden Place rehab facility, 
where her husband picked her up. 

• Responded to a Main Street 
residence along with VARS and 
Charlotte Rescue to help a couple 
experiencing mental health issues. 
They were taken to the UVM 
Medical Center, and police notifi ed 
the Department for Children and 
Families about the matter. 

• Helped the Cheshire, N.H., 
police department with a sexual 
assault case allegedly involving a 
Northlands Job Corps student.

On March 18:
• Began investigating a Kinney 

Drug Store shoplifting case.
• Arranged to reunite a found 

wallet with its owner. 
On March 19:
• Looked into an allegation 

of threatening texts sent to a city 
business employee.

• Responded to a one-vehicle 
accident on Main Street in which 
a small SUV struck a stone wall in 
front of a home.

On March 20, helped Vermont 
State Police respond  to an incident 
on Stovepipe City Road in Panton. 

CLERMONT, Fla. — The 
Middlebury College softball team 
bolted to four wins in the fi rst fi ve 
games of its annual spring break 
trip to Florida in games through 
Monday. All games are being 
played in Clermont.

After an off day on Tuesday, 
the 4-1 Panthers had six games 
remaining in their trip through 
Friday, and then a week off until 
their NESCAC-opening three-
game set at Amherst next weekend.

On this past Saturday the 
Panthers defeated Wellesley in 
their opener, 11-2, in fi ve innings. 
Noelle Ruschil belted a two-run 
homer, and Sophie Bolinger 
and Abby Santis both doubled 
and drove in three runs. Jewel 
Ashbrook, Samantha Hausman 
and Abigail Jankowski each tossed 
short stints on the mound, with 
Hausman picking up the win. 

In the fi rst of two games on 
Sunday Hausman tossed a fi ve-
inning no-hitter, striking out fi ve, 
as the Panthers defeated Grinnell, 
8-0. 

The Panthers scored three in 
the fi rst on a Jen McGann leadoff 
homer, an error, singles by Ruschil 
and Santis, and a sacrifi ce fl y. A 
Santis single preceded a Sophie 
Marlino two-run homer in the 
third, and Ruschil plated the fi nal 
three runs with a two-run homer 
and a bases-loaded walk.

In a second game on Sunday the 
Panthers picked up another win 
over Wellesley, 7-5. The Panthers 
scored twice in the second to take a 
2-1 lead, on a Marlino single, Nina 
Schroeder double and an error. 

Three singles produced a run in 
the fourth, and a McGann double 
and an error made it 4-2 in the fi fth. 
The Panthers added three runs in 

the sixth to make it 7-2, with the 
key hits a Jordyn Johnson leadoff 
single and Ruschil’s two-run 
double. Ashbrook earned the win, 
allowing three runs on six hits 
while striking out six over the fi nal 
4.1 innings

On Monday the Panthers split 
two games. In the opener they 
never trailed in a 7-4 triumph 
over Washington and Jefferson. 
Ashbrook kept the Presidents off 
the boards, and in the bottom of the 
third Middlebury took a 3-0 lead 
on a Santis two-run double and a 
Schroeder RBI single.

Middlebury made it 4-0 in the 
fi fth inning when Bolinger walked 
and later scored on an error, and 
took a 7-0 lead with three runs in 
the sixth. Santis singled in the fi rst 
run, and two more scored on an 
error. The Panthers then survived 
a four-run rally in the bottom of 
the seventh. Ashbrook tossed a 
complete game, allowing two 
earned runs on six hits.

In Monday’s second game, 
Kalamazoo took a 4-0 lead after 
four innings and held on for a 4-2 
win over the Panthers. 

The Panthers broke through for 
a run in the fi fth. Ashbrook led 
off with a single and scored when 
Ruschil was hit by a pitch with 
the bases loaded. Their second run 
came in the sixth, when Megan Fox 
doubled in Marlino.

The Panthers loaded the bases 
in the seventh, but couldn’t break 
through. Hausman (2-1) took the 
loss, allowing one earned run and 
fanning two in 1.2 innings, and 
Jankowski pitched 4.1 innings, 
allowing three hits and one earned 
run while walking three and 
fanning four. 

HARTFORD, Conn. — The 
Middlebury College men’s lacrosse 
team split a pair of recent games, 
knocking off a NESCAC foe over 
the weekend before falling to a 
ranked foe on the road on Tuesday.

The 2-3 Panthers will host league 
foe Bates on Saturday at 1 p.m.

On this past Saturday, 
Middlebury went on an 8-0 second-
half run to break open a tight game 
and knock off host Trinity, 16-7. 
The Bantams dropped to 1-2.

The Panthers led, 7-6, at 13:06 
of the third quarter after a 4-0 
Trinity run that spanned the second 
and third periods. Their eight-goal 
run ended in the fourth period. 

Billy Curtis notched fi ve 
goals and two assists to lead the 
Middlebury attack. William Ryan 
scored twice, and Tyler Forbes 

dished two assists, Andrew Ng 
scooped a game-high six balls, and 
goalie Finn O’Connor made 14 
saves for the Panthers.

Cooper Yaccino made 15 saves 
for Trinity, and Connor McCulloch 
led the Bantams with three goals.

On Tuesday, host Union — 
ranked No. 10 in NCAA Division 
III — improved to 6-0 with a 13-9 
victory over the Panthers. A 6-0 
mid-game run that spanned the 
second and third quarters proved 
decisive for the Dutchmen. 

Back-to-back scores from 
Forbes 1:04 apart early in the 
second period gave Middlebury a 
4-3 lead. 

Union rattled off the next six 
goals to take a 9-4 lead on a 
Hayden Frey strike at 9:44 of the 
third quarter. Tom Conley broke up 

the Dutchmen run 37 seconds later 
on an assist from Forbes. Union’s 
Keaton McCann scored next 
before Curtis sliced the defi cit to 
10-6 on a man-up score with 3:26 
remaining in the period. 

Union opened the fi nal quarter 
with a 3-1 run to make it 13-7 
before goals by Will Zink and fi rst 
of Jake Peluso’s Panther career 
created the fi nal score.

Conley paced Middlebury with 
a career-high four goals to go 
along with an assist, while Forbes 
added two goals and a helper. Luke 
Simpson picked up a team-best 
four groundballs for the Panthers,  
and O’Connor made 14 saves. 

Frey led Union with four goals 
and three assists, while McCann 
scored three times. Union goalie 
Dan Donahue stopped 15 shots.

Men’s lacrosse splits pair of road contests

Panther softball opening strong

City police cite minor for DUI, more

Police Log
Vergennes

Police LogMiddlebury

Friends in deed
KING LION, JESSE GILLETTE, presents a $500 check to Matt Rizzo of Friends of Middlebury 
Lacrosse at the Lions Club March 7 meeting.

Photo courtesy of Lorraine Morse
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Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

calendarcalendarcommunitycommunity
THURSDAYmar

24 Age Well grab and go meal in 
Vergennes. Thursday, March 24, 11 

a.m., St. Peter’s Parish, 85 S Maple 
St. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-in, 
contact free pick up. Oven friend chicken breast, 
mashed potatoes, Capri blend vegetables, roll, 
pumpkin pudding and milk. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Sunday, March 20, 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may 
be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires a 48-hour notice.

Thursday Noon Lenten Series in Middlebury. 
Thursday, March 24, noon, St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church, on the town green. A concert 
of chamber music by Mozart, Glière and Bach 
performed by Addison County artists: Emily 
Sunderman and Sasha Antonin violins, Sam 
Liebhaber, viola, and Chelsea Robison cello.

Great Decisions Lecture Series: “Quad Alliance” 
in Middlebury. Thursday, March 24, 2:30 p.m. 
Be a virtual participant in John Berninghausen’s 
presentation on the Quad Alliance at EastView. 
Lecture will be conducted in-person (for EV 
residents) and virtually on Zoom. For Zoom links, 
call the EastView Concierge at 802-989-7500.

“The Green Corridor: Improving Biodiversity 
in Backyards and Protected Lands” virtual 
presentation. Thursday, March 24, 7 p.m., 
Zoom. Mary Ellen LeMay will  speak about how to 
create sanctuaries for biodiversity for large-scale 
land parcels, why lawns must become stepping 
stones for building habitats for pollinators as 
they move across the landscape, and rewilding 
and land stewardship. She will also discuss the 
Pollinator Toolkit for the Aspetuck Land Trust’s 
Haskins Preserve. Free and open to the public. 
For link and to register, go to eventbrite website.

“Footloose, The Musical” in Middlebury. 
Thursday, March 24, 7 p.m., Middlebury Union 
High School Auditorium, 73 Charles Ave. Come 
see this year’s MUHS senior play based on the 
1984 film about a big city boy who changes a 
small town. Tickets $10 students and senior 
citizens/$12 adults, can be purchased online 
at showtix4u.com/event-details/62512 or at the 
door. 

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, March 25, 3:30 

p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 
116. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-in, 
contact free pick up. Oven friend chicken breast, 
mashed potatoes, Capri blend vegetables, roll, 
pumpkin pudding and milk. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Sunday, March 20, 802-377- 1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may 
be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Surf and turf dinner in Middlebury. Friday, March 
25, 5-7 p.m., VFW, 530 Exchange St. Eat in or 
take out. Steak, shrimp, baked potato and green 
beans. $14 for Steak only, $14 shrimp only, $16 
combo. Proceeds to benefit Veteran’s programs. 
More info call 802-388-9468.

“Footloose, The Musical” in Middlebury. Friday, 
March 25, 7 p.m., Auditorium, Middlebury Union 
High School, 73 Charles Ave. See March 24 
listing.

One-day living history event in 
Ticonderoga. Saturday, March 26, 

10 a.m.-4 p.m., Fort Ticonderoga. 
Step into the early days of the American 

Revolution when the Continental Army rushed 
supplies and soldiers north to Ticonderoga to 
try to save their campaign in Canada in the first 
year of the Revolution. Appropriate footwear 
for undetermined weather conditions is highly 
recommended. Admission $13 for the public and 
free to Fort Ticonderoga Members, Ambassador 
Pass holders, and children age four and younger. 
Full event schedule at fortticonderoga.org.

“Footloose, The Musical” in Middlebury. 
Saturday, March 26, 2 p.m., Auditorium, 
Middlebury Union High School, 73 Charles Ave. 
See March 24 listing.

Roast Pork Dinner Fund Raiser in Bristol. 
Saturday, March 26, 5-5:30 p.m., First Baptist 
Church of Bristol, Park St. Enjoy a take-out roast 
pork dinner which will include mashed potatoes, 
carrots, applesauce, homemade rolls and a 
piece of sugar-topped brownie cake. Cost $12/
person. Pre-orders are required. Call Janet at 
802-377-1668 by Tuesday, March 22. Exact 
change appreciated. All proceeds go toward a 
new church furnace.

Ripton remembers in Ripton. 
Sunday, March 27, 3 p.m., Ripton 

Community Church, Route 125. Join 
us in Ripton to remember the lives of those 
who have passed, to share their stories, and to 
dedicate ourselves to keeping their spirits alive. 
We will celebrate in song and music. Free and 
open to all, Ripton and non-Ripton residents 
alike. Call Nola Kevra at 388-6107 with questions, 
comments and suggestions.

Age Well inside sit-down meal 
in Middlebury. Monday, March 28, 

11 a.m., Rosie’s Restaurant, Route 7 
South. Doors open at 11 a.m., meal served 

at 11:30 a.m. Roast pork, stuffing, mashed 
potatoes, vegetable, coleslaw, and Chef’s choice 
of dessert. Call Michelle to reserve by Wednesday, 
March 23, 802-377-1419. $5 suggested donation 
does not include gratuity. Open to anyone age 60 
and up and their spouse of any age. Free ride or 
pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call TVT 
at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour 
notice. Masks required unless seated and eating.

Age Well and Vergennes Seniors 
in-person luncheon in Vergennes. 

Tuesday, March 29, 10 a.m., Vergennes 
Congregational Church, 30 South Water St. 

Doors open at 10 a.m. Meal serve time 11:45 a.m. 
of turkey burger with gravy, mashed potatoes, 
Brussels sprouts, wheat roll, peach and craisin 
crisp and milk. Advanced reservations only. Call 
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Michelle to reserve by Thursday, March 24, 802-
377-1419. $5 suggested donation. Please bring 
your own place setting. Open to anyone age 60 
and up and their spouse of any age. Local bus 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to arrange. 
TVT requires a 48-hour notice. Masks required 
unless seated and eating.

Free Opportunities for High School Students 
virtual open house for students and 
parents. Tuesday, March 29, 6-7 p.m., ccv.
edu/openhouse. The second of three free open 
houses offered by the Community College of 
Vermont. Meet current students and staff, ask 
questions, and learn about the many programs 
available for Vermont students at CCV. For 
more information and to register, visit ccv.edu/
openhouse.

Fly Tying Tuesdays in Middlebury. Tuesday, 
March 29, 7-9 p.m., Swift House Inn, Stewart 
Ln. See March 22 listing.

Thursday Noon Lenten Series in 
Middlebury. Thursday, March 31, 

noon, St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 
on the town green. Christopher McWilliams will 
premier a collection of his most recent keyboard 
solo works, which he calls “Fitness.” During 
the concert, he will explain the connections 
between his pieces and a typical exercise 
routine one practices at the gym. 

Age Well special early Easter 
dinner in Middlebury. Friday, April 1, 

11 a.m., VFW, 530 Exchange St. Doors 
open at 11 a.m. Meal will be served at noon. 

Please bring your own place setting. Baked 
ham with raisin sauce, mashed sweet potatoes, 
vegetable, roll, strawberry shortcake, and milk. 
$5 Suggested donation collected in advance. 
Must arrange advance tickets by Sunday March 
27. Call Michelle at 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Great Decisions Lecture Series: “Industrial 
Policy” in Middlebury. Friday, April 1, 2:30 p.m. 
Be a virtual participant in Will Pyle’s presentation 
on Industrial Policy at EastView. Lecture will 
be conducted in-person (for EV residents) and 
virtually on Zoom. For Zoom links, call the 
EastView Concierge at 802-989-7500.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Bristol. Monday, April 4, 11 a.m., 

American Legion, Airport Dr. Pick up 
time 11 a.m. Drive in, loop around, and stay in 
your car. Sweet and sour pork, brown rice, green 
beans, roll, Congo bar and milk. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle to reserve by 
Thursday, March 31, at 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Age Well and Vergennes Seniors 
in-person luncheon in Vergennes. 

Tuesday, April 5, 10 a.m., Vergennes 
Congregational Church, 30 South Water St. 

Doors open at 10 am. Meal served at 11:45 a.m. 
of chicken and biscuit, diced carrots, mashed 
cauliflower, apple cake and milk. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle to reserve 
by Thursday, March 31, at 802-377-1419. $5 
suggested donation. Please bring your own 
place setting. Open to anyone age 60 and up 
and their spouse of any age. Local bus provided. 
Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to arrange. TVT 
requires 48-hour notice. Masks required unless 
seated and eating.

Age Well grab and go meal in Bridport. Tuesday, 
April 5, 11 a.m., Bridport Congregational Church, 
54 Middle Rd. Pick up time is 11 a.m. Please 
stay in your car. Drive-up, check-in, contact-free 
pick up. Sweet and sour pork, brown rice, green 
beans, roll, Congo bar and milk. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle to reserve by 
Thursday, March 31, at 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Great Opportunities for High School Graduates 
virtual open house for students and 
parents. Tuesday, April 5, 22, 6-7 p.m., ccv.
edu/openhouse. The second of three free open 

River stewards
MONICA PRZYPERHART, ADDISON County River Watch Collaborative Technical 

Coordinator, takes a water sample at a site in the Barnes Brook watershed just off Buttolph 
Drive in Middlebury last May. The citizen science group will hold its 2022 training beginning 
April 5. See calendar for details.

Independent file photo/William Haig
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houses offered by the Community College of 
Vermont. Meet current students and staff, ask 
questions, and learn about the many programs 
available for Vermont students at CCV. For 
more information and to register, visit ccv.edu/
openhouse.

River Watch volunteer virtual training session. 
Tuesday, April 5, 7-8 p.m., Zoom. Join the 
network of citizen scientists who collect water 
samples in six watersheds around the county 
this spring and summer at the first of two 
Addison County River Watch training sessions, 
Orientation and Basics. A second session in 
the field will follow on Saturday, April 23. See 
April 23 listing. Find the Zoom link at acrpc.
org/acrwc. Trained volunteers sample rivers in 
these watersheds twice per month (on Tuesday 
mornings) from late April to early September. 
If interested contact Matthew Witten, ACRWC 
managing director, at 802-434-3236, acrwcvt@
gmail.com or on the web at acrpc.org/acrwc.

Fly Tying Tuesdays in Middlebury. Tuesday, April 
5, 7-9 p.m., Swift House Inn, Stewart Ln. See 
March 22 listing.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Monkton. Wednesday, April 6, 11:30 

a.m., Monkton Town Hall, 280 Monkton 
Ridge. Please stay in your car. Drive-up, check-
in, contact-free pick up. Sweet and sour pork, 
brown rice, green beans, roll, Congo bar and 
milk. Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle 
to reserve by Sunday, April 3, at 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to 
inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Senior meal in Bristol. Thursday, 
April 7, noon, First Baptist Church of 

Bristol, Park St. Come early and enjoy 
talking with others. Menu includes pork 

roast, mashed potatoes, carrots, home made 
rolls and lemon cake. Suggested donation of $4. 
Reservation needed. Call Nancy 802-453-5276.

Thursday Noon Lenten Series in Middlebury. 
Thursday, April 7, noon, St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church, on the town green. George Matthew 
Jr., St. Stephen’s organist, concludes this 
year’s concert series by performing his annual 
Orgelgebet (Organ Prayers), which tells the 
story of Holy Week through music. 

Great Decisions Lecture Series: “Changing 
Demographics” in Middlebury. Thursday, 
April 7, 2:30 p.m. Be a virtual participant in 
Molly Anderson ’s presentation on Changing 
Demographics at EastView. Lecture will be 
conducted in-person (for EV residents) and 
virtually on Zoom. For Zoom links, call the 
EastView Concierge at 802-989-7500.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, April 8, 3:30 

p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 
116. Please stay in your car. Drive-up, check-
in, contact-free pick up. Sweet and sour pork, 
brown rice, green beans, roll, Congo bar and 
milk. Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle 
to reserve by Sunday, April 3, at 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to 
inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Wildlife walk in Middlebury. 
Saturday, April 9, 8 a.m., meet at Otter 

View Park, Weybridge St. and Pulp Mill 
Bridge Rd. Join Otter Creek Audubon and the 
Middlebury Area Land Trust to survey birds and 
other wildlife at Otter View Park and the Hurd 
Grassland. Birders of all ages and abilities 
welcome. Please take common sense COVID-19 
precautions. Stay home if you are feeling ill, and 
wear a mask if you are unvaccinated. For more 
information, call 802-388-6019.
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BE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR

• Robin (Berno) and Jamison Bannister, March 17, a 
boy, Ezra David Allen Bannister.

milestones
BIRTHS

THE ADDY INDY MAKES A GREAT GIFT! CALL 388-4944

Reader Comments

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“We moved to S. Burlington 2 years ago and we love being 
able to keep connected with Addison County, where we were 

both educators. It’s also just a great newspaper!!”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from S. Burlington writes:

OPEN TUESDAY-FRIDAY 7AM-3PM, SATURDAY 7AM-2PM
51 OSSIE ROAD    EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT    802-989-7200

Try Otter East’s chili!
Plus soups, sandwiches & more!

$5 tickets to the event
can also be purchased
at Otter East or
Otter Creek Bakery

Call 802-989-7220
OR email order inquiries
to info@ottereast.com

Try our chili at the Middlebury Invitational
Chili Cookoff Saturday, March 26 11-3pm

American Legion, Middlebury.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Town of Middlebury is considering making application to the State of 

Vermont for a Planning Grant under the Vermont Community Development 
Program. A public hearing will be held at on Friday, April 8, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. 
in the Large Conference Room of the Middlebury Town Offices, 77 Main Street, 
Middlebury, Vermont and via videoconference (see instructions below) to 
obtain the views of citizens on community development, to furnish information 
concerning the amount of funds available and the range of community 
development activities that may be undertaken under this program, the impact to 
any historic and archaeological resources that may be affected by the proposed 
project, and to give affected citizens the opportunity to examine the proposed 
statement of projected use of these funds. 

The proposal is to apply for $500,000 in VCDP Funds which will be used 
to accomplish the following activities: for the Turning Point Center of Addison 
County to address the growing need for the people we are serving our project 
proposal is a move to a larger physical space. We have outgrown our current 
facility. The project involves the renovation of an 11,000 square foot building 
into a multi-use community center. The building would house health and human 
service agencies, direct services, and group programs. The future could also 
include MAT program and other services. The community center will be a hub 
for programs not just for people in recovery, but all people. We envision building 
a coalition of organizations to support a range of wellness activities. 

Copies of the proposed application are available at the Turning Point Center 
of Addison County, 54A Creek Road, Middlebury, VT 05753 and may be viewed 
between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday - Friday. 

Should you require any special accommodations, please contact Jennifer 
Mayhew, Executive Director of the Turning Point Center of Addison County 
at 802-388-4249 to ensure appropriate accommodations are made. For the 
hearing impaired please call (TTY) # 1-800-253-0191. 

Town of Middlebury Selectboard
To join the webinar by computer:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81582684003
Or Telephone:

 US:  +1 646 558 8656  
Webinar ID: 815 8268 4003

LINCOLN — Dog licenses 
expire each year on April 1. State 
law requires owners of all canines 
aged 6 months or older to license 
their pet annually with the town 
clerk. To obtain a license, you will 
need to present a copy of your 
pet’s current rabies certificate 
along with a fee. The cost is $15 
for a spayed or neutered animal, 
and $19 if it is still intact. After 
April 1, late charges will apply. 

Please pay by check or cash only. 
There will be no Lincoln rabies 
clinic this year.
REMINDER 

The final Open Art Studio for 
children ages 3 to 13 will take 
place on Friday, April 1 at the 
library from 3 to 5 p.m. Materials, 
smocks and snacks provided.
SAVE THE DATE

Spring break for MAUSD 
students will be April 18-22.

Colleen Pouliot, 
daughter of Harold 
and Christine Pouliot 
of Orwell, and 
Hunter Constable 
of Barrington, R.I., 
son of Andy and 
Susan Constable, 
have announced their 
engagement

The bride-to-be is a 
2015 graduate of Fair 
Haven Union High, 
received a bachelor’s 
degree in Biomedical 
Engineering from 
Union College in 
Schenectady, N.Y., 
and an M.B.A. from 
WGU. She is currently 
employed by H1.

The groom-to-be 
is a 2015 graduate 
of Barrington High 

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip? Call Dawn 
Mikkelsen at 453-7029

     Public Notices  can be found on Pages 6B, 11B & 12B

MONKTON — With a 
250-person majority, the Monkton 
town voters supported a delay 
of the private sale of the 1859 
Town Hall. As was written in the 
Monkton Town Report, residents 
have an opportunity to create a 
place for business and community 
on the Monkton Ridge. The town 
has an opportunity to preserve the 
historical legacy of our town icon. 

Please help us make this a place 

you would want to visit. Your 
input is valued because we want 
the community to value what is 
created. Drop in between 11 a.m. 
and noon on Saturday, March 26, 
at the Monkton Historical Society, 
280 Monkton Rd., to share your 
vision for the 1859 Town Hall 
Museum and Community Center. 
If you can’t make it, please email 
any suggestions to monktonmhs@
gmail.com.

NEWS

Monkton Have a news tip?
Call Liz Pecor

at 453-2180

COLLEEN POULIOT
AND HUNTER CONSTABLE

School in Rhode Island and received a bachelor’s degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from Union College. He works at by Steris 
Animal Health. 

The couple spent the last six months of 2021 working remotely 
while enjoying traveling the United States with their miniature 
Australian shepherd, Cooper. They enjoy hiking, skiing and trying 
new microbreweries.

An Aug. 27 wedding date at Kingston Place in Benson has been 
set.TOWN OF MONKTON 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
The Monkton Development Review Board will hold the following hearings on 

April 11, 2022 beginning at 7:30P.M. The hearings will be held in person at the 
Town Office, located at 92 Monkton Ridge. The hearings will also be available 
via Zoom and login information is below.

Waiver Application #2021-008-WAV of Grant Leibersberger for a waiver 
from the side setback requirement located at 2569 Hollow Road (parcel ID 
is 04.102.076.000) in the RA-5 Zoning District.

Boundary Line Adjustment Application #2022-01-BLA of Layn Farms 
for boundary line adjustment located at Sugarhouse Road (Parcel ID 
08.103.059.000) in the RA-2 Zoning District

Boundary Line Adjustment Application #2022-02-BLA of Christopher 
Acker for boundary line adjustment located at Bristol Road (Parcel ID 
08.103.045.001) in the RA-5 Zoning District

An electronic copy of the application can be obtained by emailing
zoning@monktonvt.com. A hard copy of the application is available at Town 

Hall by appointment. Please call 802-453-3800 to make an appointment.
Remote Access: Join Zoom Meeting

https://zoom.us/ • Meeting ID: 821 1683 9768 • Passcode: 679652
Phone In: 1-646-558-8656 • Meeting ID: 821 1683 9768 • Passcode: 679652

TOWN OF BRISTOL
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Bristol Development Review Board will hold the following hearings on April 
12, 2022, beginning at 7:00 P.M. The hearings will be held in person at the Town 
Office, located at 1 South Street.  The hearings will also be available via Zoom 
and login information is below.

Permit #22-400: Leonard Letersky located at 139 North Street (Parcel 
#060147) is requesting Final Plat approval for a 3-lot subdivision per 
Bristol Unified Development Regulations Article IX, Sec. 930
Permit #22-600: Edward Burke located at 806 Rockydale (Parcel 
#070131) is requesting Waiver approval for setback relief per Bristol 
Unified Development Regulations Article III, Sec. 830

Copies of the complete zoning applications are available for review at the Bristol 
Town Office during regular business hours.

Remote Access: Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/ • Meeting ID: 857 8676 1083 • Passcode: 805823

Phone In: 1-646-558-8656 • Meeting ID: 857 8676 1083 • Passcode: 805823
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85786761083?pwd=RFlWSGFwamJIRG5KOEpCa

lNITDczdz09

RIPTON ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
& PLANNING COMMISSION

It is the policy of the Ripton Zoning Board of Adjustment and Planning 
Commission to inform abutting property owners of a public hearing held on 
behalf of a neighboring landowner.  A copy of the public notice follows:

TOWN OF RIPTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Zoning Board of Adjustment and Planning Commission will hold 
a public hearing in the Town Office on Tuesday, April 12, 2022 at 7:15 p.m., 
(accommodation via video conference, link posted on the Town website www. 
riptonvermont.org, is available) to conduct a hearing and review and site plan 
review of application(#22-03) from Hannamarie Guinn for approval of her plans 
to change the use of a shed to a primitive camp for use by paying guests on her 
property located at 2074 Natural Turnpike (Tax Map ID# 06-03-11).  

The application is available for inspection at the Town Office. Interested 
parties who wish to appeal or to be heard at the hearing may do so in person, or 
may be represented by an agent or an attorney.  Communications relating to the 
application may be filed in writing with the Commission either before or during 
the hearing.

N.B.:  Participation in the hearing is necessary to establish status as an 
‘interested person’ and the right to appeal decisions rendered in that hearing, 
according to the provisions of 24 V.S.A. 117 §§4465(b) and 4471(a). Participation 
consists of offering, through oral or written testimony, evidence or a statement of 
concern directly related to the subject of the hearing.    
 Respectfully submitted,
 Caroline Herzog, Chair

Otter Valley Union High SchoolMt. Abraham Union High School

Alice Keith
OVUHS

Abigail Johnson
MAUHS

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLSSTUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLS

Abigail Johnson Alice Keith

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics 

802-388-8999
Middlebury

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
388-6054

M-F 7:15-5:30 & Sat. 8-3
countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

We’ve Got You Covered!

Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations to:

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 
• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5

Abigail and Alice
Abigail

and Alice

Abigail & Alice

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT
802-388-3371

Congratulations

Stop by to grab 
your mug!

Abigail
and Alice

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the Week from all area high schools 
will receivea gift certificate from Vermont Book 

Shop and a mug from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!
If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week 

contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Abigail and Alice

Abigail (Abby) Johnson is Mount Abraham Union High School’s Student of the 
Week. She lives in Starksboro with her parents, Ellen Yount and Brad Johnson 
and her younger brother Stefan. Her older brother, Nathaniel, is a lawyer in 
Washington, D.C.

Abby has earned highest honors all four years of high school and has taken 
six Advanced Placement classes over the years. She was named an AP Scholar 
with Honors by the College Board, was awarded the President’s Volunteer 
Service Award, attended the HOBY youth leadership organization, attended the 
Governor’s Institute of Vermont Global Issues and Youth Action Immersion, took 
part in the ACLU Summer Leadership Institute, and was awarded the Barnard 
Young Reader’s Award by the Mt. Abe English Department. 

Abby has run cross country since grade 10 and track in grade 11, captaining 
both teams. She has participated in the fall and spring musicals all four years of 
high school, singing, acting, and dancing. She particularly enjoyed her roles as 
Wednesday in the Addams Family, Belle in Beauty and the Beast, and Marcy 
Park in Spelling Bee. Abby is also a member of Mt. Abe’s A Cappella group, 
Sweet Transition. Abby has also been involved in Mt. Abe’s Environmental Group, 
Eagle Student Activism and Community Council. Outside of school, she plays 
the piano, studies Spanish, and is trying to pick up Swahili. She also likes to 
spend time songwriting, playing the guitar, nurturing her houseplants, running, 
reading creative non-fiction and poetry, journaling, speculating about astrology, 
meditating, gardening, spending time in nature and trying new things. 

Abby has spent a lot of time time volunteering, including in Guatemala as an outreach worker, and for the 2020 Presidential 
Election recruiting young poll workers. She also co-led multigenerational book discussions at the local library and helped HOPE 
distribute fresh fruit and veggies iduring the first summer of the pandemic. She has done day camp childcare and scooped ice 
cream at lu•lu Ice Cream in Vergennes.

Abby says the disruptive world events and times of uncertainty during high school have taught her the importance of 
adaptability, living in the present, and being grateful for everything around her. “If you apply yourself, look for the opportunities 
that call you, and find your community, you are capable of so much growth,” she says. 

Abby will attend Tufts University come fall, where she intends to major in Latin American Studies, though that may change. 
Everyone at Mt. Abraham wishes Abby well.

Alice Keith, the daughter of Kim and Ryan Keith of Pittsford, is Otter 
Valley Union High School’s Student of the Week 

Alice has been a strong student throughout her years at Otter Valley. 
She has made the principal’s list every semester since 9th grade. She 
has excelled in STEM classes and last year she received the Merit for 
Highest Honor from the Society of Women Engineers. She also won 
the St. Anselm Book Award and was inducted into the National Honor 
Society.

A capable athlete, Alice has been a member of the varsity basketball 
and field hockey teams since 9th grade. She joined the golf team in the 
spring of her junior year. She dedicates a great deal of her free time 
to playing basketball for a club team in the winter and spring, and was 
named one of Vermont’s players to watch by the Burlington Free Press. 
On the Otter Valley team, she is known as the determined and gritty 
player who gets the job done; she had a good season on the court this 
past winter.

When not studying or playing basketball, Alice continues to be 
active, hiking and skiing as much as she can. 

Once she finishes high school, Alice plans to go to college and 
pursue a degree in either Engineering or Architecture. 

If she applies herself as she has done on and off the basketball 
court, Alice will continue to flourish. 

Everyone at OVUHS looks forward to seeing where Alice Keith’s 
intelligence and skill take her. 
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration
auto repair 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services
computers

construction
dental services
excavation
fi rewood
fl ooring

heating &
    air conditioning
home inspections
masonry
paintingBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

Dupont Auto
4087 States Prison Hollow Rd

Monkton Ridge, VT 05469
(802)453-3562 • dupontauto7@gmail.com
Full service shop. We do comprehensive 
Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs from 
Oil Changes to Engine Rebuilds and 
Replacements. Our Body/Collision Shop does 
all levels of repair and restoration. 

24 hour towing and road side service.

AUTO REPAIR

DENTAL SERVICES

      Bristol Park Dental

6 PARK PLACE, BRISTOL, VT    802.453.7700

BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

We are here for all of your dental needs, 
and offer the highest quality comprehensive 
care.  We are proud to bring the full range 
of dental services to our community, and to 
be your premiere implant provider.

Where a Happy, Healthy Smile is a Walk in the Park!

Accepting all insurances, and in network with Delta Dental, 
CIGNA, United Concordia, & CBA Blue.  No insurance? 

No problem.  Dental membership plans now available!

The PC Medic of Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont is now offering 

socially-distanced 
computer services.

Call for a remote tune-up 
today, and get your PC
running correctly again!

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor”

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

FLOORING

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.
Interior & Exterior

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free 
Estimates 

References 

Fully 
Insured

PAINTING

HOME INSPECTIONS

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

FLOORING

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation 
Insulation • Replacement

Plasma Art • Torches • Welding 
Plasma Table • Duct Cleaning

H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local!   802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation
Insulation • Replacement

Duct Cleaning
H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local! 802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

www.vermontcustommoldings.com

EXCAVATION

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

SPRING IS QUICKLYSPRING IS QUICKLY
ON ITS WAY —ON ITS WAY —

SO GET YOUR SPRING SO GET YOUR SPRING 
BUSINESS AD IN TODAY!BUSINESS AD IN TODAY!

ADVERTISE HERE TOADVERTISE HERE TO
FILL YOUR CALENDARFILL YOUR CALENDAR
CALL 802-388-4944.CALL 802-388-4944.

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257

Certified
Collision Experts

All Makes and Models
Working with all

Insurance companies

(802) 388-9961
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

2196 Rt 7 South,  Middlebury
stonecdjr.com

Hometown Service from 
Your Hometown Dealers!

Factory-Trained Technicians
Servicing all makes

and models

G Stone Motors  
36 Boardman St., 

Middlebury
(802) 388-6718

gstonemotors.com 

Stone
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
2149 Rt 7 So., Middlebury

(802) 388-9961
stonecdjr.com

YOUR AD SHOULD HERE!YOUR AD SHOULD HERE!
CALL 802-388-4944 CALL 802-388-4944 

DO YOU DO YOU 
PAINT HOUSES?PAINT HOUSES?
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

TAXES

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting

plumbing
property management
registration assistance
renewable energy

roofi ng
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
storage

surveying
taxes
tree service
wood heating

SURVEYING

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

CHECK US
OUT

ONLINE AT
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

LOOK HERE FIRST!!

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

PLUMBING

PAINTING

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Made You Look
Imagine what
this space
could do for
your business

GETGET
RESULTS!RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC
JEANNE MILLER (802) 349-8483 • roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com

2877 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven, VT. 05472

SAVE A TRIP TO THE DMVSAVE A TRIP TO THE DMV
Don’t drive to Rutland or Montpelier!

We can register all makes and models of cars, 
trucks, campers, trailers, RVs and boats

here in Addison County!

Acorn Painting

Interior/
Exterior

Honest
Dependable

Fully 
Insured

Mike Dever • michael@acornpainting.com
802-453-5611  (c) 802-373-9176

Acorn Painting

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Serving Addison County
Call Us Today: (877) 777-7343

middleburyroofing.com
middleburyroofingvt@gmail.com

Slate Roof Specialists
S AV E  Y O U R  S L AT E  R O O F

Custom Copper • Standing Seam • Shingles 
Rubber • Chimneys • Siding • Windows

Senior Discount • Church Discount

Are you a
tax preparer?
We’ll help you reach

 more clients this 
tax season.

Email advertising@
addisonindependent.com 

to get started.

802-388-4944 802-388-4944 
advertising@addisonindependent.com.advertising@addisonindependent.com.

The fi rst edition of our 2022 Home Improvement 
Special Section will be published on March 31st. 
Contact us today for advertising information!
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Personals
POKER! LOOKING TO 
join a group to play poker. 
Please call Charles at 802-
388-7743.

Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking.  Mid-
dlebury hosts online meet-
ings, Sunday nights at 7:15 
pm and Wednesdays at 
1:30 pm.  Visit vermonta-
lanonalateen.org for the 
link and list of other meet-
ings in the region.  If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meet-
ings are suspended until 
further notice.  For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is temporarily closed.  
Due to COVID-19 we are 
now holding our meetings 
online. For up-to-date infor-
mation on how to access 
recovery services remotely 
please visit  https://turning-
pointaddisonvt.org/covid-
19-page-2/.’

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

FREE CAMP WOOD. 
You haul away. Monday 
- Wednesday pick up. 453-
2897.

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

A & W in Middlebury is 
opening for the season and 
looking for cooks, fountain 
workers and carhop servers. 
Please send resume

to Gail Daha,
c/o Greg’s Market,

658 Exchange Street
Middlebury, VT 05753 or 
call Gail at 802-989-7651.

   
ADDISON  CENTRAL

SCHOOL
ADDISON CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

PAYROLL COORDINATOR
The Addison Central School District Superintendent’s Office
is seeking a responsible person as the Payroll Coordinator.

The successful candidate must be a team player and have excellent interpersonal, 
communication and organizational skills.  Candidates must have computer and 
software knowledge and proven proficiency in the Microsoft environment, including file 
management, Word and Excel, and have experience with automated software systems 
and knowledge of basic office procedures and common office equipment.  Experience 
processing payroll in a school setting is preferred.  Associate’s degree or equivalent 
training and experience from which comparable skills and knowledge are acquired is 
a requirement.
Essential functions include:
• Interpret and implement policies and government regulations affecting payroll 

processes
•  Process bi-weekly payroll and W-2’s
• Process quarterly reporting to local and state agencies i.e. (941’s, VMERS/VSTRS 

reporting).
• Make necessary journal entries for payroll accounts per direction of the Business 

Manager
• Process monthly benefits invoices (health, dental, life insurances, 403b payments etc.)
• Assist in the distribution of information as directed
• Assists in the preparation and submission of various reports

To apply, send a letter of interest, resume and three letters of reference through 
Schoolspring. Applications accepted until the position is filled
 with consideration to applications received by April 1, 2022.

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

Join Our Team!
Learn and grow in a beautiful work environment dedicated to 

deepening the connection between farm and table

Open positions right now include:
Market Team Member
Barista
Line Cook
Pastry Cook
Kitchen Porter
Dining Room Server
Dining Room Host
Busser/Runner

2766 Mt. Philo Road, Charlotte, Vermont, 05445
(802) 539-2147 | philoridgefarm.com

We offer competitive benefits:
Paid time off 
Health care 
Staff meal 
Employee discounts
Training for new hires
Educational opportunities
Flexible scheduling

SLATE VALLEY 
UNIFIED UNION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT
6th GRADE ELEMENTARY

TEACHER  2022-2023

Slate Valley School District is seeking
a 6TH Grade Elementary School Teacher 

at the Orwell Village School beginning 
2022-2023 school year. Must meet Vermont 

State Teacher Licensing requirements.
For additional information, contact

Patrick Walters, Principal at 802-948-2871 
or pwalters@svuvt.org

All applicants must apply
on www.SchoolSpring.com

Position will remain open until filled
EOE

Office Volunteer Needed
Addison County Community Trust & Support and Services at Home (SASH) are in need of a volunteer to come

to the Vergennes office at 50 Armory Lane and help with 10 hours a week of filing and light phone calls
for a couple of weeks, then five hours a week ongoing. Volunteer will need to do HIPAA training or

already have done the training and understand all aspects of HIPAA compliance. 

To volunteer, please reach out to Diana Rule-Senzel at diana@addisontrust.org.

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Public Meetings Services Free Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help WantedHelp Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help WantedHelp Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted ads 
can be found on 

Pages 9B,
10B and 11B.
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3
CAMP KEEWAYDIN IS 
looking for a Trailer-Van In-
spector to fill out a checklist 
of items related to equip-
ment usage. No experience 
necessary, M-F with some 
Saturdays through October. 
Email lee@keewaydin.org 
or call 802-352-4447

DRIVERS, Part time sum-
mer drivers needed to work 
at Keewaydin boys summer 
camps on Lake Dunmore in 
Salisbury, Vt. Job involves 
driving 15-passenger vans 
with canoe trailers, taking 
groups of kids to areas 
throughout northern New 
England and southern 
Quebec. CDL/school bus 
endorsement preferred. 
Please contact as soon as 
possible: Daria Carden at 
802-352-4770 or daria@
keewaydin.org

HELP WANTED: Fair 
Haven,VT. Caregiver for 
25 year old male who is 
a quadriplegic. Help with 
daily tasks. No special 
skills needed. Hours are 
Monday though Friday 
overnights,9pm to 7am-
work one day or all five 
or a combination. We are 
flexible. Pay is $15-$20 
an hour. Contact Lia at 
liamcfarline@yahoo.com

HOME CARE Provider 
needed for elderly indepen-
dent individual with special 
needs. Care for the individ-
ual in your home. Per Diem 
Respite Position in Brandon 
- Weekly/weekend hours 
available. Flexible Em-
ployer. Competitive hourly 
and overnight rates. Call 
for more information - 802-
398-5657 or respite2022@
yahoo.com

HOPE IS LOOKING for a 
few people to join our team! 
We have an opening for the 
newly created position of 
Store Manager. Applicants 
should have retail experi-
ence, and excellent orga-
nizational and communica-
tion skills. Also, warehouse 
openings.  Mechanical abil-
ity, experience in driving a 
box truck would be helpful. 
Full and part-time sched-
ules available. We offer 
very competitive compen-
sation, including medical, 
dental, life insurance, and 
matched retirement sav-
ings. Please respond with 
a summary of experience 
to Personnel, HOPE, 282 
Boardman Street, Suite 1A, 
Middlebury, or to reception-
ist@hope-vt.org Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

JOIN OUR TEAM! Cham-
plain Valley Equipment in 
Middlebury is looking for a 
service administrator as-
sistant. Great hours, M-F 
8 to 5 and some Saturdays 
till noon. Competitive pay, 
insurance available, paid 
holidays, vacation and 
401k. Administrative skills 
needed, some typing, light 
computer work and a posi-
tive attitude are essential. 
Send resume to rviens@
champlainvalleyequipment.
com

NOP BROS IS seeking 
a professional calf care/ 
heifer caretaker.  Must be 
able to handle all aspects 
of animal care. Must be a 
good barn keeper and be 
on time. Serious inquiries 
only. Please call 802-363-
4388.

YEAR ROUND WAIT-
STAFF needed for busy 
family restaurant. Apply in 
person to Rosie’s Restau-
rant, Rte 7 South, Middle-
bury.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

Maintenance Technician
Addison County Community Trust (ACCT) is seeking a full-time 

Maintenance Technician for our apartments in Middlebury and 
Vergennes. Experience in carpentry, plumbing, electrical is preferred 

but not required. Starting pay is $20 per hour for those with experience.  
Excellent benefit packages, including 4 weeks of paid time off per year, 

paid holidays, health insurance, and matching retirement contribution. 
High School + minimum 1 years related experience, reliable 

transportation & insurance, valid driver’s license, clean driving record 
required.  Staff are required to be fully vaccinated, including boosted 

against COVID-19. Religious/medical exempt staff
are required to show proof of negative PCR test weekly. 

If you are interested in the position
please email Colby Benjamin at Colby@addisontrust.org. 

EOE

NOW HIRING!NOW HIRING!
T. Bodette 

Landscaping
& Excavation

is seeking motivated,
self starters for landscape 

maintenance and lawn 
mowing positions.
Valid driver’s license 

preferred.
Please call to apply:

802-388-4529.

TOWN ACCOUNTANT
The Town of Fair Haven, VT is seeking 
qualified applicants for the position 

of town accountant. This is a full-time 
exempt position with benefits.

This is an exempt position that oversees 
the maintenance of comprehensive 

accounting records for the town. This 
position is responsible for developing and 
managing financial management systems 

and practices for all departments, assuring 
orderly flow of receipts and expenditure 

monitoring including cash flow, processing 
payroll and account payables. The position 

is the primary financial advisor to the
Town Manager, and is the liaison with the 
Town Treasurer. An associate’s degree in 
accounting plus two years’ experience in 

municipal government is preferred.

Salary ranges from $30,000 - $52,000. 
Salary based on experience.

A complete job description is available 
at the Fair Haven Town Office.

Send a cover letter and resume by 
March 31, 2022 to:

Town Manager, 5 North Park Place,
Fair Haven, VT 05743 or

via email to fhmanager@comcast.net.
Fair Haven is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Town of Middlebury
Wastewater Treatment

Plant Operator
(Laboratory Technician)

This is specialized work in the operation 
and maintenance of a wastewater treatment 
plant facility. Work involves responsibility 
for monitoring plant samplers for proper 
operation, for performing laboratory analysis 
necessary to regulate plant operations and for 
making operating adjustments by regulating 
valves and engaging and disengaging pumps, 
etc.

Work is performed in accordance with 
plant operating schedules and scheduled 
preventive laboratory maintenance and 
routines. Employees are expected to be able 
to recognize malfunctions or other operating 
problems and to take corrective action based 
upon experience. Work if this class involves 
some actions, the consequence of which 
improperly performed would cause problems 
of a safety, economic and environmental 
nature. The work requires knowledge and 
skills that can be learned on the job, but only 
with considerable supervisory participation 
supplemented by formal on-the-job training 
courses. The work of this class involves no 
supervisory responsibility. Employees receive 
direct supervision and operating instructions 
from the wastewater superintendent. Work is 
reviewed primarily through review of logs, 
laboratory reports, and maintenance records. 
Work does involve some element of personal 
risk and unpleasant working surroundings.

Complete job description and application 
may be obtained on-line at www.
townofmiddlebury.org, at the Department of 
Public Works, or by calling 388-4045. Submit 
applications by March 31, 2022 to Bill Kernan 
at the Department of Public Works Office, 
1020 Route 7 South, Middlebury, VT 05753.

The Town of Middlebury
 is an Equal Opportunity Employer

This is semi-skilled work in the maintenance 
of a water distribution system.  Work involves 
performing semi-skilled manual tasks in 
maintaining pumping equipment and water 
lines.

Work is performed in accordance with 
established routines, with employees making 
only limited decisions, which follow well-
established precedence.  Major maintenance 
decisions are referred to a supervisor.  Work 
requires knowledge that can be readily 
learned on the job.  Work of this class involves 
some actions the consequences of which if 
improperly performed would cause problems 
of a safety and economic nature.  Employees 
exercise no supervisory responsibility and 
their work is reviewed in compliance to 
prescribed maintenance schedules and by 
direct observation by a supervisor.  Work does 
involve some element of personal risk and 
unpleasant work surroundings.

Complete job description and application 
may be obtained on-line at www.
townofmiddlebury.org, at the Department of 
Public Works, 1020 Route 7 South, or via email 
at publicworks@townofmiddlebury.org.

Town of Middlebury
Water Maintainer

Middlebury Animal Hospital is continuing to 
grow. We are seeking experienced client service 

representatives and veterinary assistants or 
technicians who can join our 4-doctor practice 

in lovely Middlebury Vermont.
The hospital is well equipped and stays busy all 

year round. We offer medical, dental,
vision and retirement plans. We cover 

continuing education costs. Most of our staff 
has been here for more than 10 years, with the 

average being 16 years of employment. We 
have gone from 3 full time doctors, to now 4. 

And we need to add more! 
We look forward to growing our work

family with compassionate, intelligent
and motivated professionals. 

Please send inquiries and resumes to
Dr. Mark Doran and Dr. Scott Sutor at 

middleburyah@gmail.com.
For more information about the Middlebury 
Animal Hospital, please visit our website at 

https://middleburyah.net/.

Receptionists and 
Veterinary Assistants / 

Technicians

3 x col 8.75 CD
TRANSIT

3 x col 5 CD
EVENT MANAGER

3 x col 5 CD
INNER GARDEN

3 x col 5 CD
HELEN PORTER

3 x col 4.5 CD
SPECIALIZED
COMMUNITY

INSPIRED?  

IMAGINE... 
Going to work every day 

and knowing that YOU are 
helping businesses grow. 
YOU are helping sustain 

your local newspaper. YOU 
are contributing to a 

community where people 
are informed and connected 

to what’s going on 
around them.

The Addy Indy is actively hiring dynamic 
individuals to join our marketing team.
Contact Christy at christy@addisonindependent.com to learn more.

We’re seeking a meticulously organized, energetic 
and positive individual to be the Race Director 

for the Middlebury Maple Run. 

Part time position starting in April and ramping 
up until race day in early October.

Be a part of a dedicated team working to keep 
this event thriving in downtown Middlebury.

Ready for a RACE?

To apply, email Christy Lynn at 
christy@addisonindependent.com
with a letter of interest and resume. 

Begin a career in 2022,
don’t start a job!

Spend your time doing work that makes a real 
difference. We need great people
who want to help great people.

 Are you compassionate, kind, resilient, and 
adaptable?  Specialized Community Care is seeking 
unique individuals  who will act as mentors, coaches, 
and friends to provide support for adults in Addison, 

Rutland, Franklin, and Chittenden Counties with 
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. This is 
a fun and rewarding career spent “Off the Couch”.  
We provide extensive training, support, professional 

growth and advancement opportunities
in a family work environment. We offer pay

increases after a probationary period and further 
advancement and pay for self-paced skill building.

We want to hire your values and train the skills
that will help make you successful.

Let’s talk!
 Please contact us at 802-388-6388

 Web: www.sccvt.org
Email: humanresources@sccvt.org

 

$1,000 SIGNING BONUS

Does making a difference in the lives of people you’ve 
never met matter to you? Are you passionate about 
the needs of seniors, reducing our carbon footprint 
and improving the health and wellbeing of your 
community? 

Tri-Valley Transit (TVT) has been providing critical 
transportation needs for community members for 
more than 25 years. Our dispatchers play a vital role in 
connecting clients with our services and are passionate 
about making a different in people’s lives. 

The essential function of the position is to 
communicate our services and schedule rides for our 
community members in a friendly and compassionate 
manner.

We offer a competitive salary
and excellent benefits, including:

• 24 paid days off to start (Holidays & PTO) 
• 100% employer paid health insurance for the 

employee + funds towards deductible (HRA plan)
• Retirement plan with employer match
• Long & short-term disability insurance
• Life Insurance
• Access to low-cost dental and vision insurance 
• Employee Assistance Program 

Please visit https://www.trivalleytransit.org/job-openings/ 
for more details and to complete our application in addition 
to submitting your resume for consideration of employment. 
Submit resume via email to: kirstie@trivalleytransit.org.

Employment is contingent upon passing required background 
checks and pre-employment drug testing.

TVT is an AA/EO Employer

$1,000 SIGNING BONUS
Full-Time Ride Coordinator/Dispatcher

 Addison Region

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted 
ads can

be found on 
Pages 9B,

10B and 11B.
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For Sale
CIRCULAR STAIRCASE. 
$600., 14 blue staging 
brackets with safety rail 
$450., 17’ 8” metalbestos 
pipe with cap $600. 802-
349-2918.

RED AND BLUE heeler 
puppies. Had all shots. 
Ready to go. $600. each. 
518-569-0957.

For Rent
MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals. 

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY BRIAR-
WOOD APARTMENTS 
is currently taking wait-
list applications for 2- br 
apartments. No smoking/
No pets. Income limits 
apply- rent based on in-
come- 2 person minimum 
occupancy.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity. Handicapped 
accessible.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

MIDDLEBURY, 1 BED-
ROOM upstairs apartment. 
$850/mo. plus deposit. 
Some utilities. No smok-
ing. 802-388-0401.

SPECTACULAR 2 BED-
ROOM rental on the lake 
in Leicester. Completely,  
newly remodeled. Long 
term rental. Heat, electricity, 
parking included. Internet 
available. $2,000/mo. plus 
deposit, references. Avail-
able April 1. 802-388-0860.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Want to Rent
LOOKING TO RENT: Pro-
fessional female seeking 1 
bedroom, first floor apart-
ment or small 2 bedroom 
house. Middlebury or Wey-
bridge 978-907-2174

Att. Farmers
EXCELLENT QUALITY 
1ST cut, wrapped baleage, 
large square bales dry hay. 
Shelburne, Vermont. Call 
Andy 802-598-6060. Analy-
sis available upon request.

FIRST CUT HAY delivered 
802-343-5158

FOR SALE: SAWDUST 
delivered.  85 cubic yard 
loads. Green & Dry.  Call 
Paul for pricing.  802-623-
6731.

HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted
WANTED: Comic Books. 
Call David 857-210-5029.

38 Pond Lane, Middlebury

*NO Heavy Lifting*
*Flexible Schedules*

As we near our busy season, 
Seedsheets is looking for seasonal 

help in processing customer orders. 
We are looking for team members 

with strong attention to detail and a 
desire to create a great product for 

our customers.
Primary business hours are 8:00-5:00, 

but flexibility on days and hours
can be discussed.

Please email: jobs@seedsheets.com 
for more information.

Seasonal Help 
Needed

Looking for extra 
income this spring?

$18 an hour

2 x col 3.5 CD
Colby Hill
landscap HELP  WANTED

Full-time road crew position. 
Applicant must have at least a Class 

B CDL; should be willing to learn dump 
truck operation and maintenance, 
snowplowing, road building, and 

small equipment operation such as 
chain saws. Must be able to get along 

well with others and be willing to 
work outdoors in all types of weather. 

Must have passed drug test and 
medical exam for CDL drivers prior to 
employment. Good benefit package:

12 paid holidays, medical insurance, 
and sick leave; pay based on experience.

 Application and job description 
available at Town Clerk’s Office and 

www.newhavenvt.com.

Submit to Town Office to:
Town of New Haven 78 North St.
New Haven, Vt. 05472; or email
newhaventreasurer@gmavt.net

802 453 3516.

 

Highway Department 
Road Crew

Full-Time Lawn Care 
& 

Landscaping
Positions Available

Immediate positions available working 
Monday – Friday and some Saturdays.

Paid Holidays, partial uniforms, 
and competitive pay.   

Experience isn’t necessary 
but having a positive attitude, 

loving to work outside, 
and being reliable is.

To apply, call 802-352-9088
or stop by at 307 Kelly Cross Rd., 

Salisbury, VT 05769

2 x col  4.5 CD
VIA

2 x col  4.5 CD
bridge school

Addison Central School District is seeking part-time 
School Nutrition Assistants for the breakfast and lunch 
programs. Schedule would be 6 hours/day, Monday-
Friday. Responsibilities include food preparation, 
serving students, and lunchroom/kitchen clean-up. If 
you have questions, please contact Laura LaVacca at 
802-382-1274.

Apply by submitting a letter of interest, 
resume, and three current reference letters 

via School Spring or send to:
Peter Burrows, Superintendent
Addison Central School District

49 Charles Avenue
Middlebury, VT 05753

 Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.
E.O.E.

ADDISON CENTRAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL
NUTRITION
ASSISTANT

Let us help you sift 
through the complexities 
of the Fair Housing Law. 
Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s 
Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison 
Independent at (802) 

388-4944. 
Talk to our sales 

professionals.

It’s against the 
law to 

discriminate
when advertising 

housing

Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You 
can’t say “no children” or 
“adults only.”

There’s a lot you 
can’t say. The Federal 
Government is watching 
for such discrimination.

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

is hiring for the 2022 season.
We are located in Bristol.

Work includes Hardscape Installations, 
Planting Installations and

Planting Bed Maintenance.
Applicants should have a valid driver’s 

license and the ability to work in 
all weather conditions. Experience 

preferred but we are willing to train. 
Work to begin early April. 

Starting pay $17.00 per hr. and up.

Contact: Dave Brett
Email: davebrett@gmavt.net

Phone: (802)363-9958

Colby Hill
Landscape Company

LANDSCAPERS WANTED:LANDSCAPERS WANTED:

Vermont Integrated Architecture, 
P.C. (VIA) of Middlebury, VT seeks 

an architect or experienced designer 
with approximately 7-10 years of 

experience with design and construction 
documentation for sustainable residential, 
commercial, and institutional projects.

Position requires excellent communication 
skills, strong proficiency with Revit 

production of technical drawings, detailed 
knowledge of building construction and 
construction documentation and related 
systems, and experience managing and 

mentoring designers and junior architects. 
Must be a team-player and share VIA 
values with respect to sustainability, 
community, and design excellence

Experience with Revit, AutoCAD, and 
Adobe Creative Suite programs required. 

 Send letter of interest and resume to: 
gwen@vermontintegratedarchitecture.com

Architect

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Sale For Rent For Rent Att. Farmers Att. Farmers

For Rent

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPLY
MOSQUITO LARVICIDES

Local mosquito control districts may be making ground and aerial applications 
of Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis (BTI), Bacillus sphaericus (BS), spinosad 
and (S)-Methoprene to surface waters where mosquito larvae are present.   
These applications will occur in the towns of Cornwall, Bridport, and Weybridge.  
Pesticide applications will begin on or after April 15, 2022.

Further information or comments about the larviciding activities or application 
exclusion requests can be obtained from:

Lemon Fair Insect Control District
David Dodge, Chair

802-462-3898
The Vermont Agency of Agriculture oversees the permitting of these mosquito 

larvicides and can be reached at 802-828-3473.
For more information see the following websites. http://www.lficd.org/
https://agriculture.vermont.gov/public-health-agricultural-resource-manage 

ment-division/plant-health-and-pest-management/mosquitoes”

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 3/17 & 3/21, 2022
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Woodnotch Farm 1135 1.20 1362.00
Vorsteveld Farm 1760 1.00 1760.00
Kris Brown 1795 .895 1606.53
Morning Meadows 1005 .885 889.43
Wilcon Farm 1805 .83 1498.15

                        COST 
CALVES LBS. /LB $
Barnes Bros. 105 1.50 157.50
Deer Valley 108 1.90 205.20
Nop Bros. 105 1.70 178.50
Wilcon Farm 106 1.75 185.50
Vorsteveld Farm 104 2.30 239.20
J. Fifield 109 1.70 185.30

Total # Beef: 162 Total # Calves: 283

We value our faithful customers.
Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.

call 1-802-388-2661

116 Self Storage (1)
Addison County Courthouse 

(1)
Bristol (1)

Leicester (1)
Lemon Fair Insect Control 

District (1)
Lincoln (1)

Middlebury (1)
Monkton (1)

Mountain View Cemetery 
Association (1)

Ripton (1)
Slate Valley Unified Union 

School District (1)
Starksboro (1)

Turning Point Center (1)
Vergennes (1)

Auctions    
  

Public 
Notices 

Index
Public Notices for the  

following can be found in this  
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  
on Page 6B, 11B and 12B.

CITY OF VERGENNES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given to the residents of the City of Vergennes that the City 
Council will hold the first of two public hearings on Tuesday, April 12 at 5:30 P.M. 
for discussion of the final draft of the revised Zoning and Subdivision Regulations.  

This public hearing will be held as a “hybrid meeting”, with participation either 
in person, remotely through Zoom, or by phone. To join the hearing remotely 
through Zoom by computer: https://zoom.us/j/561577976.  To join through Zoom 
by phone, dial: 1 (312) 626-6799.  The hearing ID is: 561 577 976, and the 
hearing password is 1234. The in-person hearing will be held at the Fire Station 
in the basement conference room. 

For participants joining by phone:
· To raise your hand during the hearing, press *9
· To mute/unmute during the hearing, press *6

If you experience any difficulty in accessing the conference call, contact City 
Manager Ron Redmond at 802-238-5598.

Statement of Purpose:
The purpose of re-writing the zoning regulations is to bring the 
regulations into conformance with the municipal plan, to update 
language use; to clarify intent of certain provisions; to modify zoning 
districts dimensional standards; to make changes in permitted and 
conditional uses in certain zoning districts; to make additions, to 
modify, and to delete sections of the definitions and miscellaneous 
other changes. 

Geographic Area Affected
The entire area of the City of Vergennes is affected.

Table of Contents of Proposed Amendments – Note that this is a summary 
of proposed language changes and does not include all the specifics of 
those changes.  To see all of the specific details of the proposed changes, 
please review the detailed document at vergennes.org, (home; government; 
committees and commissions; planning commission) 

TABLE OF CONTENTS – MODIFIED TO ADDRESS PROPOSED CHANGES

ARTICLE I: DEFINITIONS – INCLUDES UPDATED LANGUGE, ADDITIONS, 
MODIFICATIONS AND DELETIONS

ARTICLE II: ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT – CLARIFIES ZONING 
ADMINISTRATOR AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY; CLARIFIES ZONING 
ENFORCEMENT AND PENALITIES; CREATES CIVIL OFFENSE PENALTY 
FEE STRUCTURE.

ARTICLE III: ZONING PERMITS; GENERAL PROVISIONS – ADDS 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR CERTAIN FUNCTIONS RELATED TO CERTIFICATES 

OF OCCUPANCY AND SKETCH PLANS TO ZONING ADMINISTRATOR

ARTICLE IV: PERMITS FOR ONE-HOUSEHOLD AND TWO-HOUSEHOLD 
DWELLING USES: CHANGES CONDITIONS FOR AN ACCESSORY 
DWELLING UNIT.

ARTICLE V: PROCEDURES REQUIRING REVIEW BY THE DEVELOPMENT 
REVIEW           BOARD:  ADDS NOTICE OF “ON THE RECORD APPEALS”.

ARTICLE VI: APPEALS: ADDS NOTICE OF “ON THE RECORD APPEALS”.
 
ARTICLE VII: SITE PLAN REVIEW:  ADDS REQUIREMENT TO DETAIL 
RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES.

ARTICLE VIII: CONDITIONAL USE REVIEW:  NO CHANGES

ARTICLE IX: SUBDIVISION REVIEW:  ADDS REQUIREMENT TO DETAIL 
RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES.

ARTICLE X: PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT:  MODIFIES DENSITY 
BONUSES. 

ARTICLE XI: LOCAL ACT 250 REVIEW:  NO CHANGES.

ARTICLE XII: PARKING, LOADING, AND DRIVEWAYS:  MODIFIES PARKING 
REQUIREMENTS; MODIFIES OPEN STORAGE OF MOTOR VEHICLES.

ARTICLE XIII: SIGNS:  ADDS REGULATIONS FOR TEMPORARY SIGNS.

ARTICLE XIV: GENERAL REGULATIONS:  CHANGES FRONTAGE 
REQUIREMENTS

ARTICLE XV: SPECIFIC REGULATIONS:  CHANGES RULES FOR STORAGE 
OF CAMPERS; ADDS REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE ELECTRICAL OUTLETS 
IN NEW GARAGES; BANS HELIPADS AND AIRFIELDS IN THE CITY.

ARTICLE XVI: ZONING DISTRICT REGULATIONS:  MODIFIES DIMENSIONAL 
REQUIREMENTS; MODIFIES DEMOLITION STANDARDS; CLARIFIES 
CONDITIONAL USE CATEGORIES.

A copy of the full text of the final revised version of the Zoning and 
Subdivision Regulations is available for public review by contacting 
Peter Garon at pgaron@vergennes.org.  Copies are also available for 
review at the office of the City Clerk, or on the City website at www.
vergennes.org.  

March 17, 2022
Matt Chabot, Mayor, City of Vergennes 
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NOTICE OF SELF-STORAGE 
LIEN SALE

116 SELF STORAGE, BRISTOL, VT
Notice is hereby given that the contents 

of the self-storage unit listed below will 
be sold at public auction by sealed bid at 
the 116 Self Storage facility. This sale is 
being held to collect unpaid storage unit 
occupancy fees, charges and expenses 
of the sale.

The entire contents of the self-storage 
unit listed below will be sold, with the 
proceeds to be distributed to 116 Self 
Storage for all accrued occupancy fees 
(rent charges), attorney’s fees, sale 
expenses in relation to the unit and its 
sale. Any proceeds beyond the foregoing 
shall be returned to the unit holder.

Contents of the unit may be viewed 
on 4/8/2022 commencing at 10 a.m. 
Sealed bids are to be submitted on the 
entire contents of the self-storage unit. 
Bids will be opened one-quarter of an 
hour after the unit has been viewed on 
4/8/2022. The highest bidder on the 
storage unit must remove the entire 
contents within 48 hours after notification 
of their successfull bid. Purchase must 
be made in cash and paid in advance of 
the removal of the contents of the unit. 
A $50.00 cash deposit shall be made 
and will be refunded if the unit is broom 
cleaned. 116 Self Storage reserves the 
right to accept or reject bids. 

Unit 8687 - Goodrich

Wednesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm
APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

FACE MASKS REQUIRED.
(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located in 

Frank Mahady Courthouse is available 
to accept passport applications and 

provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

The resident and non-resident owners, lienholders and mortgagees of the real 
estate in the Town of Leicester, in the County of Addison, and State of Vermont 
are hereby notified that real estate taxes for the 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 
2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 tax 
years assessed by the Town of Leicester remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid 
upon the following described real estate in the Town of Leicester as indicated 
below, to wit:

Duane Atwood: Delinquent 2019, 2020, and 2021 Property Taxes
Being a 1965 green and white Starlite mobile home, serial number 4668, located 

at 66 Cove Point Drive, Leicester, Vermont, as referenced in a Vermont Mobile 
Home Uniform Bill of Sale from Stephen A. Marcoux, Executor for the Estate of 
Roger Marcoux to Duane Atwood dated November 13, 2018, and of record in the 
Leicester Land Records in Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at Page 337. (Parcel 
I.D. #202126-7).

Helen Corbett and April Elrick:  Delinquent 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 
2019, 2020 and 2021 Property Taxes

Being a 1993 14’x80’ Crème Skyline mobile home, serial number 5K10-0438G, 
located 61 Cove Point Drive, Leicester, Vermont, as referenced in a Vermont 
Mobile Home Uniform Bill of Sale from Mike Bilodeau to Helen Corbett and April 
Elrick dated March 26, 2013, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in 
Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at Page 186.  (Parcel I.D. #202126-8).

Estate of Scott A. Currier:  Delinquent 2017, 2018, 2020 and 2021
Property Taxes

Being 10.10 acres of land, more or less, with any and all improvements thereon, 
including but not limited to a 1999 28’x46’ Redman Homes, Inc. Shadow Ridge 
mobile home, serial number 12233878, located at 971 Cram Road, Leicester, 
Vermont, and being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Scott A. 
Currier in a Warranty Deed from Richard A. Felion and Sandra J. Felion dated 
September 24, 1998, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 50 at 
Page 177.  Reference is further made to a Vermont Mobile Home Uniform Bill of 
Sale from LaFond’s Auto Body, Inc. to Scott A. Currier dated September 24, 1998, 
and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at 
Page 34.  (Parcel I.D. #060058-1).

David Gearwar and Melissa Gearwar:  Delinquent 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 
2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 Property Taxes

Being a 1983 14’x70’ Brown Titan mobile home, serial number 98400000000000, 
located at 653 Shackett Road, Leicester, Vermont, as referenced in a Vermont 
Mobile Home Uniform Bill of Sale from Roy J. Lockwood, Sr. to David and Melissa 
Gearwar dated December 8, 2003, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in 
Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at Page 122.  (Parcel I.D. #030026-1).

Estate of Barbara Isabelle (formerly Gorton):  Delinquent 2016, 2017, 2018, 
2019, 2020 and 2021 Property Taxes

Being 1.3 acres of land, more or less, with any and all improvements thereon, 
including but not limited to a 2004 14’x68’ Commodore Genesis mobile home, 
serial number CC41961A, located at 1270 U.S. Route 7, Leicester, Vermont, 
and being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Gary N. Gorton 
and Barbara J. Gorton in a Warranty Deed from Robert P. Costin, Trustee of the 
Edna Page Trust, with the power and authority to protect, conserve, sell, lease, 
encumber, or otherwise manage and dispose of the real property of said Edna 
Page, under Trust Agreement dated July 22, 1981, said Warranty Deed dated 
June 27, 1983, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 34 at Page 
168.  Reference is made to a Vermont Mobile Home Uniform Bill of Sale from 
Town and Country Homes, Inc. to Barbara Isabelle dated February 5, 2004, and 
of record in the Leicester Land Records in Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at 
Page 13.  Reference is further made to a Final Order in the matter Gary Gorton v. 
Barbara Gorton, Addison Family Court Docket No. 236-10-95 Andm, dated April 
30, 1996, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 47 at Page 130.  
(Parcel I.D. #060020).

Larry Lanpher, Jr. and Laryssa Dutton:  Delinquent 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 
2020 and 2021 Property  Taxes

Being a 1987 mobile home located at 51 Indian Trail, Leicester, Vermont, as 
referenced in a Vermont Mobile Home Uniform Bill of Sale from Jesse D. Phillips 
to Larry Lanpher, Jr. and Laryssa Dutton dated January 13, 2016, and of record 
in the Leicester Land Records in Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at Page 321.  
(Parcel I.D. #2021261).

Daniel Lounsbury:  Delinquent 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021
Property Taxes

Being 2.00 acres of land, more or less, with dwelling and any and all 
improvements thereon located at 1866 Hooker  Road, Leicester, Vermont, and 
being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Daniel A. Lounsbury in a 
Warranty Deed from Charles E. Lounsbury, Jr., survivor of Virginia M. Lounsbury, 
dated February 23, 2016, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 77 
at Page 471.  (Parcel I.D. #202039-1). 

James J. Maranville, Jr., Jae M. Kniffin and Susan M. Porter:  Delinquent 
2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 
2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 Property Taxes

Being .22 acre of land, more or less, with any and all improvements thereon 
located on Lake Dunmore Road, Leicester, Vermont, and being all and the same 
lands and premises conveyed to James J. Maranville, Jr., Jae M. Kniffin and 
Susan M. Porter in a Warranty Deed from James J. Maranville and Juanita N. 
Maranville dated July 8, 1992, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 
43 at Page 79.  (Parcel I.D. #212214).

Estate of Roger Marcille:  Delinquent 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021
property taxes

Being .67 acre of land, more or less, with any and all improvements thereon, 
including but not limited to a 1990 14’x70’ Cream Skyline Manson Villa mobile 
home , serial number 18546-1, located at 1691 U.S. Route 7, Leicester, Vermont, 
and being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Roger J. Marcille 

(deceased) and Joan D. Marcille (deceased) in a Warranty Deed from Pearl A. 
Morcombe dated November 8, 2004, and of record in the Leicester Land Records 
in Book 60 at Page 70.  Reference is further made to a Vermont Mobile Home 
Uniform Bill of Sale from Pearl A. Morcombe to Roger J. Marcille and Joan D. 
Marcille dated November 8, 2004, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in 
Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at Page 250.  (Parcel I.D. #020061).

Samantha L. Orum:  Delinquent 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021
Property Taxes

Being a 1978 14’x70’ Yellow Skyline mobile home, serial number 01160101M, 
located 50 Cove Point Drive, Leicester, Vermont, as referenced in a Vermont 
Mobile Home Uniform Bill of Sale from Douglas J. Westcott and Cynthia I. Cahill to 
Samantha L. Orum dated November 13, 2015, and of record in the Leicester Land 
Records in Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at Page 317.  (Parcel I.D. #202126-9).

Estate of Robert Severy:  Delinquent 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 
Property Taxes

Being 7.60 acres of land, more or less, with any and all improvements thereon 
located off Old Jerusalem Road, Leicester, Vermont, and being all and the same 
lands and premises conveyed to Hayden Severy (deceased) and Robert Severy 
(deceased) in a Warranty Deed from Jennie Richmond dated September 24, 1963, 
and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 28 at Page 510.  (Parcel I.D. 
#020077).

Statewide Corporation:  Delinquent 2013, 2014, 2015, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 
2021 Property Taxes

Being .24 acre of land, more or less, with any and all improvements thereon 
located on Delorm Road, Leicester, Vermont, and being all and the same lands and 
premises conveyed to Statewide Corporation in a Quit Claim Deed from Telephone 
Operating Company of Vermont LLC dated June 27, 2013, and of record in the 
Leicester Land Records in Book 80 at Page 61.  (Parcel I.D. #070042).

Ruth G. Strickholm Revocable Trust, u/t/a dated March 28, 2007:  
Delinquent 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 Property Taxes

Being 3.20 acres of land, more or less, with dwelling and any and all 
improvements thereon located at 2303 Fern Lane Road, Leicester, Vermont, 
and being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Ruth G. Strickholm, 
Trustee of the Ruth G. Strickholm Revocable Trust u/t/a dated March 28, 2007, in a 
Quit Claim Deed from Ruth G. Strickholm, sole surviving Trustee of the Strickholm 
Trust, said Deed dated July 19, 2007, and of record in the Leicester Land Records 
in Book 64 at Page 100.  Reference is further made to the following documents of 
record in the Leicester Land Records:  (a) Warranty Deed from Francis Brown to 
George E. Strickholm and Ruth G. Strickholm, Trustees of the Strickholm Trust, 
dated December 29, 1988, recorded in Book 39 at Page 418; (b) Revocation of 
Strickholm Trust dated October 7, 2004, recorded in Book 59 at Page 332; (c) 
Declaration of Alden Trust dated October 7, 2004, recorded in Book 59 at Page 
533; (d) Quit Claim Deed from Ruth  G. Strickholm to Ruth G. Strickholm, Trustee 
of the Alden Trust dated October 8, 2004, recorded in Book 59 at Page536; (e) 
Revocation of Alden Trust dated March 28, 2007, recorded in Book 64 at Page 
26; (f) Quit Claim Deed from Ruth G. Strickholm (survivor of George E. Strickholm 
and Ruth G. Strickholm) individually, and as Trustee of the Alden Trust u/t/a 
dated October 7, 2004, to Ruth G. Strickholm, dated March 28, 2007, recorded 
in Book 64 at Page 27; (g) Quit Claim Deed from Ruth G. Strickholm to Ruth G. 
Strickholm, Trustee of the Ruth G. Strickholm Revocable Living Trust u/t/a dated 
March 28, 2007, said Deed dated March 28, 2007, recorded in Book 64 at Page 
29; (h) Corrective Quit Claim Deed from Ruth G. Strickholm, (survivor of George 
E. Strickholm and Ruth G. Strickholm), individually and as Trustee of the Alden 
Trust u/t/a dated October 7, 2004, to Ruth G. Strickholm, Trustee of the Ruth G. 
Strickholm Revocable Trust u/t/a dated March 23, 2007, said Deed dated July 
19, 2007, recorded in Book 64 at Page 102; (i) Reinstatement of Strickholm Trust 
dated July 19, 2007, recorded in Book 64 at Page 116; (j) Trustee’s Certificate for 
the Strickholm Trust dated July 19, 2007, recorded in Book 64 at Page 117; and 
(k) Revocation of the Strickholm Trust dated July 19, 2007, recorded in Book 64 at 
Page 118. (Parcel I.D. #060022).

Jess C. Taylor and Tina M. Santor (now known as Tina M. Taylor):  
Delinquent 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 Property Taxes

Being .50 acre of land, more or less, with dwelling and any and all improvements 
thereon located at 32 Jenna Lane, Leicester, Vermont, and being all and the same 
lands and premises conveyed to Jess C. Taylor and Tina M. Santor (n/k/a Tina 
M. Taylor) in a Warranty Deed from Michael M. Lussier dated March 25, 2009, 
and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 66 at Page 549.  (Parcel I.D. 
#050010).

And so much of said real estate will be sold at public auction at the Leicester 
Town Clerk’s office, a public place in said Town on the 21st day of April, 2022 at 
9:00 o’clock in the forenoon, as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with 
costs and fees, unless previously paid.

Any questions or inquiries regarding the above-referenced sale should be 
directed to the following address:

 Carroll, Boe, Pell & Kite, P.C.
 ATTN:  James F. Carroll, Esq. or Wanda M. Murray, Paralegal
 64 Court Street
 Middlebury, Vermont 05753 Telephone:  (802) 388-6711

Carroll, Boe, Pell & Kite, P.C. and the Town of Leicester do not give any opinion 
or certification as to the marketability of the title to the above-referenced properties 
as held by the current owners/taxpayers.  

The only acceptable forms of bid payment at the day of tax sale are bank check 
payable to Carroll, Boe, Pell & Kite, P.C., Real Estate Trust Account; letter of credit 
from bank followed by bank check payable to Carroll, Boe, Pell & Kite, P.C., Real 
Estate Trust Account; and/or cash.  No personal checks will be accepted.

 Dated at Leicester, Vermont this 3rd day of March, 2022.
 Beth Ripley, Town of Leicester Delinquent Tax Collector

TOWN OF LEICESTER, VERMONT
NOTICE OF TAX SALE

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
BOARD AND COMMISSION VACANCIES

Each year at this time the Town of Middlebury Select Board makes its 
annual appointments to volunteer positions required by State Statute, and 
local and regional boards and commissions.  If you are interested in any of 
the following positions, please submit an Application for Appointment available 
on the Town’s website www.townofmiddlebury.org under Government/
Boards-Committees-Commissions-Task Forces, or by contacting Beth Dow 
at bdow@townofmiddlebury.org.  Please submit Applications for Appointment 
to the Manager’s Office, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, or e-mail to bdow@
townofmiddlebury.org, by Friday, April 1, 2022.  If you would like to find out more 
about any of these positions, please contact us at 388-8100, Ext 202.

( ) indicates number of positions open

Four Year Term
Conservation Commission (2)

Three Year Terms
Planning Commission (2)
Design Advisory Committee (2)
Development Review Board (2) 
Downtown Improvement District Committee (1)
Energy Committee (4)
Infrastructure Committee (3)
Parks and Recreation Committee (3)

One Year Term
Addison County Regional Planning Commission Delegate (3)
Addison County Regional Planning Commission Alternate (2)
Addison County Regional Planning Commission Transportation Advisory 

Committee Delegate (1)
Addison County Regional Planning Commission Transportation Advisory 

Committee Alternate (1)
Addison County Solid Waste Management District Alternate (1)
Fence Viewer (3)
Maple Broadband Communications District Delegate (1)
Maple Broadband Communications District Delegate Alternate (1)
Sports Commission (3)
Town Agent (1)
Town Grand Juror (1)
Town Service Officer (1)
Tree Warden (1)

MOUNTAIN VIEW
CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

ORWELL, VT.
Mountain View Cemetery 

Association is requesting bids for the 
2022 mowing season of Mountain 
View and three smaller cemeteries. 
For further information call Diane 
Jackson at 802-948-2446.

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT      

PROBATE DIVISION
ADDISON UNIT

DOCKET NO. 22-PR-01411
IN RE THE ESTATE OF 

GREGORY DANYOW
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the creditors of the estate of 
Gregory Danyow late of Middlebury.

I have been appointed to administer 
this estate.  All creditors having 
claims against the decedent or the 
estate must present their claims in 
writing within four (4) months of the 
first publication of this notice.  The 
claim must be presented to me at 
the address listed below with a copy 
sent to the Court.  The claim may be 
barred forever if it is not presented 
within the four (4) month period.
Dated: March 15, 2022

Jessica M. Danyow
105 Seminary Street Extension, 

Middlebury, VT 05753

Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 03/24/22
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Probate Court,
7 Mahady Court,
Middlebury, VT 05753

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT      

PROBATE DIVISION
ADDISON UNIT

DOCKET NO. 22-PR-00608
IN RE THE ESTATE OF 

MAIZIE HESCOCK
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the creditors of the estate of 

Maizie Hescock late of Shoreham.
I have been appointed to administer 

this estate.  All creditors having 
claims against the decedent or the 
estate must present their claims in 
writing within four (4) months of the 
first publication of this notice.  The 
claim must be presented to me at 
the address listed below with a copy 
sent to the Court.  The claim may be 
barred forever if it is not presented 
within the four (4) month period.
Dated: March 18, 2022

Joseph Hescock / Timothy Hescock
3658 Rte. 74W / 1639 Rte. 74E

Shoreham, VT 05770
802-989-6262 / 802-897-5447

elysianfieldsdairy@hotmail.com
hescock@sover.net

Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 03/24/22
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Probate Court,
7 Mahady Court,
Middlebury, VT 05753

W A R N I N G
SPECIAL MEETING

SLATE VALLEY UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT
(Towns of Benson, Castleton, Fair Haven, Hubbardton, 

Orwell, West Haven)
VIRTUALLY CONNECT BY GOING TO

https://meet.google.com/kwb-acpu-kjm OR BY CALLING +1 352-503-8958 
PIN: 358 031 844#

APRIL 12, 2022
The legal voters of the Slate Valley Unified Union School District (SVUUSD) 

consisting of the towns of Benson, Castleton, Fair Haven, Hubbardton, Orwell 
and West Haven are hereby warned and notified to meet at Fair Haven Union 
High School Band Room on Tuesday, April 12, 2022 at 6:30 PM to conduct the 
following business:

Article 1: To hear the Board of School Directors of the SVUUSD present its 
estimate of expenses for the ensuing year.

The meeting shall then be recessed to Wednesday April 13, 2022 for the pur-
pose of voting on the following article at the usual polling places in the member 
districts by Australian ballot, said ballots being brought to Fair Haven Union 
High School Library following the closing of the polls in the member districts 
where they will be commingled and counted by the Board of Civil Authority of 
the constituent districts.
The Town polls will be opened as follows:

Article 2: Shall the voters of the school district approve the school board to 
expend Twenty-Six Million Two Hundred Thirty-Six Thousand Five Hundred 
Forty-Seven Dollars $26,236,547.00 which is the amount the school board has 
determined to be necessary for the ensuing fiscal year? It is estimated that this 
proposed budget, if approved, will result in education spending of $16,957.13 per 
equalized pupil. This projected spending per equalized pupil is 2.78% greater 
than spending for the current year.
Informational Hearing:

Voters are further notified and warned that the meeting on Tuesday, April 12, 
2022 at 6:30 P.M. also serves as an informational hearing to discuss Article 2 
which will be voted on by Australian ballot on Wednesday, April 13, 2022.

Dated at Fair Haven, Vermont Received and Recorded
March 14 , 2022  March 14 , 2022

Timothy Smith, Chairman  Elisabeth MacKay, Clerk
Slate Valley Unified Union School  Slate Valley Unified Union School

TOWN OF STARKSBORO
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD NOTICE OF HEARING 

Autumn Prim has submitted an application (22-300) for a conditional use for 
property located at 1417 VT Rte. 116 in the Town of Starksboro.  The proposed 
project is for a snack bar.

The Town of Starksboro Development Review Board will hold hearings on 
these applications on April 14, at 7:00pm at the Starksboro Town Offices. Remote 
access information provided below. A copy of the application and additional 
information may be obtained at Starksboro Town office.

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §§ 4464(a)(1)(C) and 4471(a), participation in this 
local proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to take any subsequent 
appeal.

Remote Access via Zoom:
https://zoom.us/ • Meeting ID: 878 8416 6793 • Passcode: ^$nLY2A2

Phone In: 1-929-436-2866 • Passcode: 52006007
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87884166793?pwd=dGtuNHAzenM0U3ZZSDZ0L1Z

oQktadz09
Zoning Administrator
Town of Starksboro, Vermont

TOWN OF LINCOLN PUBLIC NOTICE
The Lincoln Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a public hearing for  Waiver 

Application # 21-090, as requested by Donna Wood for  Parcel I.D. # 1070179 
at 233 East River Road, Lincoln, VT. This is a continuation of the originally 
scheduled hearing, which was held on November 8, 2021, and regards the 
proposed construction of a new solar timber frame canopy. Please call the Town 
Office (802) 453-2980 to arrange a time to view the application.

The hearing will be held in-person Monday, April 11, 2022, at 7:00 pm at the 
Lincoln Town Office and virtually using Zoom. The Zoom link will be included

in the agenda which can be found on the
Town’s website: https://lincolnvermont.org/planning-zoning

Nicole Lee, Lincoln ZBA Clerk

     Public Notices  can be found on Pages 6B, 11B & 12B

SPREAD THE WORD Email it to:
news@addisonindependent.com
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fter two years of a pandemic, most 
of us have adjusted to a new way 
of thinking about “dining out.” Yes, 
we’re warming back up to indoor 
dining — thank goodness — and 
slowly we’re revisiting our favorite 
local restaurants. But we’ve also 
discovered small-scale food 

producers who have 
made a business 
selling specialty 
food directly to 
consumers.

Here in Addison County, you can fi nd 
independent culinary artists who make 
Mexican cuisine, specialty cakes, sushi, Italian 
food and more, and sell them to anyone who 
just can’t stand cooking another meal in their 
same ol’ kitchen. 

We caught up with a few local chefs who 
shared their experiences of selling food during 
this pandemic.

MEXICO IN VERMONT
Chef: Alicia Rodriguez

Alicia Rodriguez was part of the wildly 
successful Viva El Sabor fi esta held in June 
2021 in Middlebury. From that event, Rodriguez 
said that she learned she could certify her 
kitchen and start selling food from her house. 

She did research, had her water tested and 
made a few improvements to her home-
kitchen in Salisbury. 

“I made my appointment and they certifi ed my 
kitchen,” explained Rodriguez, who’s originally 
from Chihuahua, Mexico, and came to live 

in Vermont in 2003 with her husband. “I’ve 
been selling authentic Mexican food from my 
home since January, and I’ve had a really nice 
response. People are so nice. They tell me they 
love the food and they wish I could sell more, 
but I’m still learning how to do it and how to do 
it well.”

Rodriguez also runs her own housecleaning 
business and is a one-woman show when it 
comes to the kitchen. 

“I do it all by myself,” she said, “the planning, 
the buying, the prep and the cooking. I work 
with what I have in my house: one oven, one 
woman and a few big pots. Every morning I go 
to work cleaning houses, and then come home 
and start prepping for Friday’s food service…. 
Then I clean and make dinner for my family.”

SEE FOOD ON PAGE 2

Hungry for something new? This might be for you!

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

Alicia Rodriguez tops one of her cakes with strawberries. Rodriguez cooks and bakes from her home kitchen in Salisbury for her culinary business Mexico in Vermont, serving 
authentic Mexican cuisine as well as traditional and custom cakes.  INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES
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FOOD
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Rodriguez 
offers an 
impressive 
range of 
options from 
savory to sweet, 
including 
tamales, tacos, 

enchiladas, tostadas, grilled salmon plates, 
chocoflan, tres leches cake and flawless custom 
confections.

“My husband and I came here 18 years ago, and 
we were always looking for an authentic Mexican 
restaurant,” Rodriguez said. “I’ve always wanted 
to have my own food business but just didn’t 
have the opportunity until last year. My dream is 
to someday have a food truck here in Addison 
County.”

For now customers can order a week ahead and 
come to her home on Fridays to pick up their 
food. 

Visit mexicoinvermont.com or call 802-989-6915 
to find menus and more.

SUSHI MARU
Chef: John Maru

John Maru is the chef behind those beautiful 
little sushi boxes you can find at the Middlebury 
Natural Foods Co-Op or at Crossroads, 
MiddXpress and the Grille on the Middlebury 
College campus. And most recently he’s added 
large sushi platters to his repertoire — perfect for 
large gatherings and events.

Maru moved to the States in 2014 from Burma 
— where he was very active in his church 
community. 

“I grew up in church,” he explained in an interview 
earlier this month. “I volunteered and spent a lot 
of time in the church community because I like 
serving people… When I got to the USA I decided 
to choose sushi because serving food was a 
good way to keep serving people.”

Maru moved to Middlebury in 2018 to work for 
Sushi with Gusto (the company that provided 
sushi for the college at the time). But as that 
contract drew to a close, Maru had a decision to 
make.

“Not every customer is the same, and I know 
what the customers here, the students, want for 
their sushi,” Maru told The Middlebury Campus in 
a February article written by Rachel Lu. “I wanted 
to stay at Middlebury and keep serving the 
students here.”

So Maru launched his own business in 2019. 
Support from a GoFundMe campaign helped 
Maru stay afloat through the pandemic and see 
his business grow with interest from the wider 
Addison County community. 

“When I make sushi, I make it with love,” Maru 
said. “It’s not just about getting beautiful creative 
sushi. I make my sushi with the best parts of 
myself.”

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

John Maru is the sushi chef of Sushi Maru. He makes more than 100 
boxes of sushi a day that he serves to Middlebury College and the 
Middlebury Natural Foods Co-Op. He also makes platters perfect for 
large gatherings.  INDEPENDENT PHOTOS / STEVE JAMES
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Currently Maru estimates he makes over 100 
boxes of sushi (that’s 8-10 pieces per box) in a day. 
He needs only one-day advance for all orders. 

To make a custom order, text John Maru at 802-
377-1417 or email sushimaru20@gmail.com.

SORELLE
Chefs: Emily Ohlinger and Jessica Markowski

Emily Ohlinger and Jessica Markowski are the 
sister-chefs behind Sorelle — Italian home 
cooked meals based in Brandon. Sorelle, by the 
way, means “sisters” in Italian.

Though Ohlinger and Markowski have 14 
years between them, they share an incredible 
connection for the importance of a home-
cooked meal. 

Markowski remembers the Italian restaurant her 
parents owned in southern New Hampshire, and 
the day they decided to move to Whiting with 
her baby sister. 

“She was little,” Markowski said, reflecting on that 
memory. “It was so hard to say goodbye and to 
hear Emily cry… so I moved up here too.”

Now both mothers themselves, the two sisters 
have embarked on this home-kitchen business 
together.  

“It was an idea that I had,” Ohlinger said. “I had 
just left my job as an OR nurse at Porter and 
wanted to do something different. Cooking is a 
passion of ours, so I remember one weekend I 
decided to make baked ziti and then a bunch 
of people wanted to buy it, so I got to thinking 
maybe we could do this every weekend.”

Sorelle launched officially as an LLC (a limited 
liability company; that’s an official name for the 
legal structure of the small business) in October 
2020. 

Markowski, who has worked at Olivia’s Croutons 
for almost four years, steps in to help on the 
weekends.

“My part is mostly for the fun of it,” Markowski 
explained. 

Both Markowski and Ohlinger got their kitchens 
fully licensed, so that they can rotate where they 
cook the meals

“That keeps it fair, and we share the mess,” 
Ohlinger laughed.

Since opening, the duo have found a good 
groove together and are keeping up with their 
demand. 

The fare is usually picked up hot, although it can 

be ordered frozen for those who are interested in 
meal prepping for the week. And it’s unanimously 
agreed that the portions are generous.

“We use our Facebook page @
sorelleitaliancatering for our menus and people 
can order by filling out a Google form,” Ohlinger 
explained. Orders should be made by Friday for 
Sunday pickup.

Markowski said her favorite meals are the 
chicken marsala or the bruschetta; Ohlinger likes 
the lasagna or stuffed peppers. 

“Oh, and the meatballs!” they both chimed in 
together. “We always make enough so we can 
have an extra meatball to ourselves because 
they are so good.”

The sisters not only share a love of good Italian 
comfort cuisine, but hope to encourage more 
families to sit down at the table together. 

“For us, Sunday dinner was a big meal and very 
important,” Markowski said, remembering the 
meals their family shared in Whiting. “We wanted 
to be able to offer that to people. A food service 
that gives you a lot of food, made to order with 
real ingredients at a price you can afford.”

Visit Sorelle on Facebook or call 802-282-2312 to 
find out more.

Emily Ohlinger and Jessica Markowski are the sister-
chefs behind Sorelle. They serve homecooked Italian 
cuisine for family dinners or fully catered parties from 
their homes in Brandon.

COURTESY IMAGES
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CELLIST DAVID FINCKEL 
AND PIANIST WU HAN PLAY 
A FREE CONCERT

The Middlebury Performing Arts Series presents a free, 
virtual concert by cellist David Finckel and pianist Wu 
Han on Friday, April 1 (no foolin’). Finckel and Han are 
not only “chamber music’s busy power couple” (New 
York Times) but also two of Middlebury’s most frequent 
and beloved performers. In this video presentation, 
they invite us into their Westchester, N.Y., home for a 
French-inspired program of cello sonatas by Saint-
Saëns and Franck. The concert includes special 
commentary by the artists and a surprise encore. This 
event is part of the Middlebury Performing Arts Series’ 
2022 celebration of the cello.

This virtual concert is free and open to all, but tickets 
are required and are available at the Mahaney Arts 
Center box office. The concert broadcast will remain 
available for 48 hours.

Finckel and Han’s multifaceted careers as concert 
performers, artistic directors, recording artists, 
educators and cultural entrepreneurs distinguish them 
as two of today’s most influential classical musicians. 
They are recipients of Musical America’s Musician of 
the Year award, one of the highest honors granted 
to artists by the music industry in the United States. 
They appear annually at the world’s most prestigious 
concert series and venues, as soloists and as chamber 
musicians.

Finkckel and Han divide their time between touring and 
residences in New York City and Westchester County.

Catch this free, virtual concert on Friday, April 1, at 7:30 
p.m. Reserve your free ticket at go.middlebury.edu/
tickets. The stream will remain available online for a 48-
hour window. For tickets, health and safety protocols, 
and information, call (802) 443-MIDD (6433) or visit 
middlebury.edu/arts.

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G

Cellist David Finckel and pianist Wu Han will play a free, virtual concert for the Middlebury 
Performing Arts Series on Friday, April 1.  PHOTO / LISA MARIE MAZZUCCO

A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M

Get the Addy Indy
EVERY WEEK 
for just $50/year.

SUBSCRIBE
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The year the music died… and how it was reborn
used to love music.

I would play music in the 
house and in the car. I 
listened to music as I walked 
or ran the streets of New 
York City, Berkeley, and our 
neighborhood in Vermont — 
first on a portable CD player, 

then on various incarnations of the 
iPod. My life had a soundtrack.

I used to go to concerts. 

My relationship with my future 
husband began when we 
attended an Indigo Girls concert 
together. We went on to see Diana 
Krall perform twice, the Dave 
Matthews Band, Elvis Costello, the 
Black Crowes, U2, Bob Dylan, and 
numerous orchestral concerts and 
operas. 

I used to follow singers and bands 
and get excited when their newest 
albums were released. 

The last album that I was aware 
of – the album I downloaded 
and listened through as soon as 
it dropped — was “Babel” by the 
British folk rock band Mumford 
& Sons. It was released in 2012,  
nearly a decade ago.

It will probably not surprise you to 
learn that 2012-2013 — the year 
the music died — was the year our 
family got a puppy and the year 
I gave birth to our fourth child. 
These two events catapulted our 
house into a new level of happy 
chaos that drowned out the music. 

For starters, there was the 
ambient noise — to which I didn’t 
feel the need to add more noise. 
Then there were the four children 
ages five and under, who just 
wanted to listen to the “Frozen” 
soundtrack on repeat whenever 
we were in the minivan. There 
was also the issue of how to play 
our music: Our CDs were quickly 
becoming things of the past (and 
being stepped on and chewed 
by our children); eventually we 
strung most of our CD collection 
around the garden to reflect the 
sunlight and keep away birds. 
But I couldn’t figure out how to 
make digital music work for us. 

Should we listen on Pandora or 
on Spotify? And what should we 
listen on? Until this past year, 
when my husband and I got 
our first smartphones, listening 
to music involved lugging my 
laptop around with me like some 
boombox-toting skater from the 
’80s. 

In the end, the very people who 
killed our music were the ones 
who brought it back: Our children. 

Somehow, during the depths 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, our 

older daughters figured out 
how to work Spotify and started 
exploring their own musical 
tastes. They also started spending 
more time alone in their rooms 
— an adaptive response to both 
puberty and quarantine. From 
under their doors, we’d hear 
power ballads promoting courage 
and perseverance; songs like Katy 
Perry’s “Roar,” Rachel Platten’s 
“Fight Song” and “Soldiers,” and 
Lauren Daigle’s “You Say.” 

When our oldest daughters 
began attending middle school, 
their musical tastes broadened 
and the importance of music in 
their lives deepened. No longer 
were their favorite songs just 
about survival; now they were 
also drawn to songs about love, 
justice, self-discovery, and the 
broader world. The music moved 

out from behind their bedroom 
doors as well (perhaps in part 
because our household now 
boasted two smartphones); 
suddenly, they wanted to share 
their music with us. Or maybe 
they just wanted to use our 
smartphones. Still, if you’ve 
ever parented teenagers, you’ll 
understand the significance 
of this: Sometimes it feels like 
our older children are able to 
communicate with us better 
through music than directly. I 
always try to pay attention when 
someone puts on a song in the 
car or while washing dishes and 
says, “You have to hear this song! 
It’s SO GOOD!”

In fact, I’ve started asking my 
daughters to make playlists for 
me, and in doing so I’ve come 
to appreciate songs and artists I 
would never have listened to on 
my own. 

The soundtrack of our lives 
these days is wide ranging, 
with Adele and Taylor Swift as 
the twin suns in our daughters’ 
musical sky. Orbiting them 
are artists including BTS, The 
Wonder Years, Macklemore, 
Juice WRLD, One Direction, Billie 
Eilish, Ed Sheeran, Martin Garrix, 
NF, and Harry Styles. Musical 
soundtracks such as “Hamilton,” 
“Six” and “Dear Evan Hanson” are 
also part of the mix. And nobody 
in our family is above binge 
listening to the sleeper hit, “We 
Don’t Talk About Bruno,” from 
the recent Disney animated film 
“Encanto.”

I think, in large part, it’s music 
that has gotten us through the 
emotional minefields of the past 
two years — from pandemics to 
puberty. 

The particular miracle of music 
is that somehow, through a 
biological process that can 
be explained (sound waves 
hit your ear drums and so on), 
music seems to touch us at our 
emotional cores. Of course, the 
emotional core isn’t an actual 
place, but what’s amazing is that 
researchers have found that 
when we listen to music, roughly 
12 different areas of our brains 
light up. A 2013 review identified 
the following three psychological 
functions of listening to music: 
1) to regulate arousal and mood, 
2) to achieve self-awareness, 
and 3) as an expression of social 
relatedness.

And boy, did we need all three of 
those functions engaged over the 
past two years! 

Somehow, my children knew 
this deep in their marrow. So 
they used music at the height of 
COVID to help them feel strong. 
Now that we can afford to feel a 
greater range of emotions again, 
they’re using music to tap into 
both joy (as when they perform 
an all-sibling version of “We Don’t 
Talk About Bruno” at full volume) 
and sorrow (as when my daughter 
and I were both brought to tears 
by “It’s Quiet Uptown” from 
“Hamilton”). 

I heard recently that one of the 
best things parents can do for 
their children in scary or emotional 
situations is to hum or sing. 
Somehow, injecting music into 
such situations is comforting; it 
communicates that everything will 
be okay. It is a literal whistling in 
the dark. 

And sometimes, it seems, children 
can do this for their parents. 

 
Faith Gong has worked as an 
elementary school teacher, a 
freelance photographer, and a 
nonprofit director. She lives in 
Middlebury with her husband, five 
children, assorted chickens and 
ducks, one feisty cat, and one 
anxiety-prone labradoodle. In her 
“free time,” she writes for her blog, 
The Pickle Patch.

I FAITH
 GONG

BY

“I THINK, IN LARGE PART, IT’S MUSIC THAT 
HAS GOTTEN US THROUGH THE EMOTIONAL 
MINEFIELDS OF THE PAST TWO YEARS — FROM 
PANDEMICS TO PUBERTY.”
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Art on the Farm at Meeting Place Pastures Farm-based art classes for kids ages 5-9
UPCOMING CLASSES: 

April 9 - Needle Felting & Candle Making - 10:30 am - 12:30 pm
April 10 - Needle Felting & Candle Making - repeat session - 12:30 - 2:30 pm
April 23 - Fairy Container Gardens - 10:30 am - 12:30 pm
May 1 - May Day Celebration thru Art - 10:30 am - 2:30 pm
May 7 - Garden Time - 10:30 am - 12:30 pm
May 14 - Petals, Blooms and Leaves - 10:30 am - 12:30 pm
May 21 - Spring Multi-Media - 9:30 am - 2:30 pm

Art on the Farm at Meeting Place Pastures
1368 West St., Cornwall, VT • 802-462-3759

Class descriptions and registration information: 
www.art-on-the-farm.eventbrite.com

THURSDAY, 
MARCH 24
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE 

IN BRISTOL. Thursday, March 24, 9 a.m., Bristol 
Trail Network. Plan for 2.5-3 hours for the 3.4-
mile section around Bristol’s historic areas. 
Total elevation gain is under 100 feet. Excellent 
options for snacks/lunch in Bristol before or 
afterward. Boots and poles suggested. More info 
contact Porter Knight at knight@gmavt.net, 802-
343-3920. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

THURSDAY NOON LENTEN SERIES IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, March 24, noon, St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, on the town green. 
A concert of chamber music by Mozart, Glière 
and Bach performed by Addison County artists: 
Emily Sunderman and Sasha Antonin violins, 
Sam Liebhaber, viola, and Chelsea Robison cello.

“WHO WAS ROBERT FROST AND WHO ARE 
WE?” virtual discussion. Thursday, March 24, 6-7 
p.m. Hosted by the Bixby Library in Vergennes, 
join this virtual discussion with Vermont poet 
Geof Hewitt. The program will include readings of 
several of Frost’s poems. More info at laksamee.
putnam@bixbylibrary.org or the circulation desk.

“BUCK” ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Thursday, March 24, 7 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 
68 S. Pleasant St. Directed by Cindy Meehl and 
winner of the 2011 Audience Award for Best 
Documentary at the Sundance Film Festival, 
“Buck” is a revealing examination of the life of 
acclaimed ‘horse whisperer’ Buck Brannaman, 
who recovered from years of child abuse to 
become a well-known expert in the interactions 
between horses and people. More info at mnff.
org or townhalltheater.org.

“FOOTLOOSE, THE MUSICAL” IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Thursday, March 24, 7 p.m., Auditorium, Middlebury 
Union High School, 73 Charles Ave. Come see 
this year’s MUHS senior play based on the 1984 
film about a big city boy who changes a small 
town. Tickets $10 students and senior citizens/$12 
adults, can be purchased online at showtix4u.
com/event-details/65212 or at the door. 

VA-ET-VIENT LIVE CONCERT BROADCAST 
IN BRISTOL. Thursday, March 24, 7:30 p.m., 
broadcast live on NEAT TV. Comcast Cable 
channel 1080. Hear this live concert by Va-et-
vient (Come & Go). The group celebrates the 
many colors found in music from several French 
cultures. The show will also be streamed live 
through the NEAT TV website, neatbristol.com. 
For those unable to see the original broadcast, 
the show can be seen afterwards on the NEAT 
website at videos on demand. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 25
LOTUS LANTERN WORKSHOP IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Friday, March 25, 5 p.m., Isley Public Library, 
75 Main St. Join Younhee Shin, Korean Spirit 
and Culture Promotion Project, NYC, for a 
workshop to create a lotus lantern. Participants 
will meet in the community room and Younhee 
will join via Zoom to teach everyone how 
to make the beautiful lantern. Limited to 20 
participants. Open to all ages. Those under 14 
need to have an adult accompany them. Visit 
ilsleypubliclibrary.org/event/lotus-lantern-
workshop to register.

“FOOTLOOSE, THE MUSICAL” IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Friday, March 25, 7 p.m., Auditorium, Middlebury 
Union High School, 73 Charles Ave. See March 
24 listing.

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN BRISTOL. 
Saturday, March 26, 1 p.m., Bristol Trail Network. 
Plan for 2.5-3 hours for the 3.4-mile section 
around Bristol’s historic areas. Total elevation 
gain is under 100 feet. Excellent options for 
snacks/lunch in Bristol before or afterward. 
Boots and poles suggested. More info contact 
Porter Knight at knight@gmavt.net, 802-343-
3920. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

“FOOTLOOSE, THE MUSICAL” IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Saturday, March 26, 2 p.m., Auditorium, 
Middlebury Union High School, 73 Charles Ave. 
See March 24 listing.

MONDAY, MARCH 28
ART SHOW CLOSING CEREMONY IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Monday, March 28, 5-6 p.m., 
Jackson Gallery, Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant 
St. Come celebrate the work of this year’s senior 
art students at Middlebury Union High School. A 
show of their work will be up from March 21-28.

THURSDAY, MARCH 31
THURSDAY NOON LENTEN SERIES IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, March 31, noon, St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, on the town green. 
Christopher McWilliams will be premiering a 
collection of his most recent keyboard solo works 
which he calls “Fitness.” During the concert, he will 
explain the connections between his pieces and a 
typical exercise routine one practices at the gym. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 1
DAVID FINCKEL AND WU HAN VIRTUAL 
CONCERT. Friday, April 1, 7:30 p.m. The Middlebury 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.
MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, March 25
 5:30 a.m. Green Mountain Care  
  Hospital Sustainability  
  Report
 7:30 a.m Congregational Church
 10 a.m. Selectboard, VT State  
  House
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 6:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 7 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
Saturday, March 26
 12 a.m. Green Mountain Care  
  (GMC) Board
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Press   
  Conferences
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 5:30 p.m. Eckankar
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m. Vermont State House
Sunday, March 27
 5 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 9 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Energy Week
 11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service

 3:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition  
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6:30 p.m. Eckankar 
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 a.m. Gov. Scott
Monday, March 28
 12 a.m. Cannabis Control Board  
  (CCB)
 8:30 a.m. Energy Week
 9:30 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 6 p.m. GMC Board
Tuesday, March 29
 12 a.m.  State House
 9:30 a.m. Eckankar
 10 a.m. Selectboard, State House
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
Wednesday, March 30
 4 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 4:30 a.m. Public Affairs
 7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 5 p.m. Energy Week

 7 p.m. Selectboard, Middlebury
Thursday, March 31
 5 a.m. Selectboard
 8 a.m. Congregational Service
 12 p.m. Selectboard, State House
 8 p.m. Energy Week
 9 p.m. Eckankar
 11 p.m. Gov. Scott

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, March 25
 5 a.m. Festival on the Green
 7 a.m. School Board Meetings
 12 p.m. Linus Owens: Post Racial  
  Post Mortems
 1:12 p.m. Senior Moments - 
  Eric Nielson
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 p.m. The Artful World - Jazz  
  Festival 2021
 8 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
Saturday, March 26
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. Ferm Evolution
 7:30 a.m. School Board Meetings
 12 p.m. Linus Owens: Post Racial  

  Post Mortems
 1:15 p.m. Kids Yoga, Yoga
 2 p.m The Crisis in Ukraine
 3:04 p.m. Racism in America
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
 6 p.m. First to Fall - Book Reading  
  & Discussion
 7:11 p.m. Olli Spring Spirits 2022
 9:30 p.m. Dr. John Campbell
Sunday, March 27
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. Olli Spring Spirits 2022
 7:30 a.m. Owls of Vermont (EEE)
 9:04 a.m. Festival on the Green
 11 a.m. Linus Owens: Post Racial  
  Post Mortems
 3:30 p.m. GMALL Lecture -   
  Cryptocurrency
 4:55 p.m. VICII - Bitcoin
Monday, March 28
 4 a.m. State Board of Education
 6 a.m. Festival on the Green
 8:10 a.m.. Kids Yoga, Yoga
 10 a.m. The Crisis in Ukraine
 12 p.m. Local School Boards
 5 p.m. Linus Owens: Post Racial  
  Post Mortems

 6:15 p.m. Gardening Tips for Extreme  
  Weather
Tuesday, March 29
 5 a.m. Nature & Gardening   
  Programs
 7:30 a.m. First Wednesdays
 12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 1 p.m. School Board Meetings
 8 p.m. EEE - Education &   
  Enrichment for Everyone
Wednesday, March 30
 7 a.m. Yoga
 8 a.m. Senior Moments - Eric  
  Nielson
 12 p.m. At the Ilsley
 3:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 4:30 p.m. Owls of Vermont (EEE)
 9:30 p.m. State Board of Education
Thursday, March 31
 6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 a.m. Yoga
 9 a.m. Nature & Gardening   
  Programs
 4 p.m. Authors & Poets
 5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 p.m. School Board Meetings

picktop
Artistic wood turner Tom Dunne will give a presentation at Edgewater Gallery at 6 Merchants 
Row in Middlebury, on Saturday, April 2, from 2-4 p.m. He’ll be showing slides of his turned 
wood vessels, talking about the work for this show but also discussing past work and his 
evolution as a wood turner. Dunne will be available for questions and discussion. The event is 
free and open to all. 

For more information, call the gallery at 802-989-7419 or email info@edgewatergallery-vt.com.

Performing Arts Series presents this virtual concert 
by cellist David Finckel and pianist Wu Han. In 
this video presentation, they invite us into their 
home for a French-inspired program of cello 
sonatas by Saint-Saëns and Franck. The concert 
includes special commentary by the artists and a 
surprise encore. Free and open to all, but tickets 
are required. The concert broadcast will remain 
available for 48 hours. For tickets, health and safety 
protocols, and information, call 802-443-MIDD 
(6433) or go to middlebury.edu/arts.

SATURDAY, APRIL 2
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB TAM ADVENTURE 
IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, April 2, Trail Around 
Middlebury. Easy hike on the Trail Around 
Middlebury (TAM), 3-4 miles maximum, 1-2 
hours, minimal elevation gain. Depending 
on conditions, microspikes and poles 
recommended. Contact leader Liana Merrill 
(merrill.liana@gmail.com) to get details and 
register. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

WOOD TURNING PRESENTATION IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, April 2, 2-4 p.m., 
Edgewater on the Green, 6 Merchants Row. See 
feature on this page.

“RUTH STONE’S VAST LIBRARY OF THE FEMALE 
MIND” SCREENING AND GALLERY EXHIBIT IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, April 2, 6 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Nora Jacobson’s 
film chronicles Stone’s heroic life as a poet, 
mother, and teacher. The evening will provide 
a multi-media look at the life and work of the 
poet, including an opening reception at 6 p.m. 
with letter press art from the Ruth Stone House, 
a video from daughter Phoebe Stone, and other 
multi-media storytelling components. The film 
begins at 7 p.m., followed by Jacobson, Bianca 
Stone and Chard DeNiord. The evening benefits 
the Vermont Archive Movie Project (VAMP) 

and the Ruth Stone House. Tickets $25 plus 
applicable fees. 

SARAH KING IN LINCOLN. Saturday, April 2, 7:30 
p.m., Burnham Hall, 52 E. River Rd. The Ripton 
Community Coffee House in Lincoln presents 
New England Music Awards Songwriter of the 
Year Sarah King in a full band show. Tickets $15 
general admission/$20-$25 generous admission 
or pay what you can, available at rcch.org/tickets 
and at the door. Proof of vaccination required 
and masks except when eating. Streaming links 
and information rcch.org or 802-388-9782. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 3
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB WALK IN 
SHELBURNE. Sunday, April 3, Shelburne Farms. 
Rescheduled from Feb. 19. Afternoon walk of 
4.5-5 miles on the Farm Trail from the Welcome 
Center. Bring a snack or lunch, water, and dress 
for the weather. Bring traction devices for boots 
and hiking poles if you use them. Contact leader 
Ruth Penfield for the meeting time and to sign 
up at 802-388-5407 or ruthpenfield@gmail.com. 
Limited to 12 participants. Possible carpooling 
from Middlebury. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.
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After a long snowy winter Vermonters are 
all eagerly awaiting the arrival of spring.

As we reach April the sun is riding higher 
in the sky and the days are getting 
noticeably longer. Indeed we are already 
well past the Spring Equinox (which 

this year occurred 
on March 20), that 
specifi c day on 
the calendar when 
the nighttime and 

daytime hours are identical. And all this extra 
sunlight caused the heavy snow we had in mid-
March to mostly melt away in just a few days. 

And even in March, between the snowfalls, as I 
looked at the fl ower bed along the southern wall 
of our house, I could see the eager green shoots 
of spring-fl owering bulbs pushing their way up 
through the warming earth. Most are daff odils that 
will return year after year to greet the new season. 
But towards the front of the bed there are also 
scilla and snowdrops — with smaller fl owers but 

every bit as welcome. With the direct southern 
sun, this bed always warms up faster than the rest 
of the garden — leading to a delightfully early 
display.

Even though many spring fl owers, both in our 
gardens as well as in the woods, wait until May 
before they reach their prime, April still has so 
much to off er for gardeners like me who are 
patiently thinking of spring. 

“No winter lasts forever: no spring skips its turn.”

— Hal Borland

SWELLING BUDS BRING FLOWERS
In early April, I start watching the branches 
of various trees and shrubs for those telltale 
swellings indicating that, before long, they will be 
leafi ng out or even starting to fl ower.

In particular the fl owers of both the Sugar and 
Red Maple trees — which appear very early and 
ahead of the leaves — are an important source of 
nectar and pollen for some of the native bees as 
they emerge from their winter nests in search of 
food.

Serviceberries (Amelanchier arborea and 
Amelanchier leavis) are hardy native trees that 
thrive in partial shade, such as along the edges of 
the woods where, for most of the year, they pass 
unnoticed.

Then seemingly overnight, these diminutive trees 
are covered with delicate white blossoms — a 
sure sign that spring has arrived.

Down in the valleys this magic occurs about the 
third week of April — but up in the mountains it 
will be a week or more later. So, by taking a drive 
from one location to another, you can experience 
this special treat more than once each springtime.

Look for them along the hedgerows as you drive 
along the country roads — fi rst in the valleys and 
then in the mountains.

ROADSIDE DELIGHTS 
At this time of year after a long winter indoors, 
it is a welcome treat to spend time out of the 
house, taking a leisurely drive or a long walk, and 
savoring the new season. 

And indeed I have three cherished destinations 
not far from where I live in Goshen which I make 
a point of visiting every spring. Each off ers a very 
special fl oral display that can be enjoyed from 
the road, either on foot or in the car. Indeed, since 
they are all on private property, this is how they 
should be enjoyed!

Take a walk through one of Vermont’s small towns 
in late April and check the gardens that you pass 
by. Sooner or later you will surely discover a bright 
green lawn bedecked with little blue fl owers. 
There is one along Park Street in Brandon, and 

The fi eld of daff odils at Miller Hill Farm in Sudbury is a sight to see in late April. PHOTOS / DICK CONRAD

JUDITH IRVENBY

DICK CONRAD
WITH PHOTOS BY

SAVORING THE PLEASURES OF

EARLY SPRING
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every bit as welcome. With the direct southern 
sun, this bed always warms up faster than the rest 
of the garden — leading to a delightfully early 
display.

Even though many spring flowers, both in our 
gardens as well as in the woods, wait until May 
before they reach their prime, April still has so 
much to offer for gardeners like me who are 
patiently thinking of spring. 

“No winter lasts forever: no spring skips its turn.”

— Hal Borland

SWELLING BUDS BRING FLOWERS
In early April, I start watching the branches 
of various trees and shrubs for those telltale 
swellings indicating that, before long, they will be 
leafing out or even starting to flower.

In particular the flowers of both the Sugar and 
Red Maple trees — which appear very early and 
ahead of the leaves — are an important source of 
nectar and pollen for some of the native bees as 
they emerge from their winter nests in search of 
food.

Serviceberries (Amelanchier arborea and 
Amelanchier leavis) are hardy native trees that 
thrive in partial shade, such as along the edges of 
the woods where, for most of the year, they pass 
unnoticed.

Then seemingly overnight, these diminutive trees 
are covered with delicate white blossoms — a 
sure sign that spring has arrived.

Down in the valleys this magic occurs about the 
third week of April — but up in the mountains it 
will be a week or more later. So, by taking a drive 
from one location to another, you can experience 
this special treat more than once each springtime.

Look for them along the hedgerows as you drive 
along the country roads — first in the valleys and 
then in the mountains.

ROADSIDE DELIGHTS 
At this time of year after a long winter indoors, 
it is a welcome treat to spend time out of the 
house, taking a leisurely drive or a long walk, and 
savoring the new season. 

And indeed I have three cherished destinations 
not far from where I live in Goshen which I make 
a point of visiting every spring. Each offers a very 
special floral display that can be enjoyed from 
the road, either on foot or in the car. Indeed, since 
they are all on private property, this is how they 
should be enjoyed!

Take a walk through one of Vermont’s small towns 
in late April and check the gardens that you pass 
by. Sooner or later you will surely discover a bright 
green lawn bedecked with little blue flowers. 
There is one along Park Street in Brandon, and 

another along High Street in Middlebury, both of 
which I visit every April.

These lovely flowers are Siberian Squills (Scilla 
siberica) — low-growing bulbs that put out brilliant 
blue blossoms each year in early spring. They 
remind me of miniature Hyacinths and indeed 
they are in the same family. But Squills are much 
more hardy — surviving winter temperatures far 
lower than anything we experience in Vermont.

And, like most garden bulbs, once they have 
completed their flowering cycle and stored 
food in their bulbs, the squill all disappear below 
ground for the remainder of the year.

The next place I am sure to visit every year 
towards the end of April is Miller Hill Farm in 
Sudbury. For as long as I can remember each 
spring I have come here, just to savor the 
incredible sight of a beautiful hillside field full of 
daffodils in bloom. 

And, more recently, there has been an added 
reason to come to Miller Hill Farm. It is now 
owned by Carl Phelps and Nan Jenks-Jay, who 
have opened a delightful nursery where they 
specialize in native trees, shrubs and perennials — 
many of which they grow themselves. 

And the third stop that I make each and every 
spring is along Dewey Road in Salisbury to see 
the amazing sight of gently rolling woodlands 
carpeted with great white trillium (Trillium 
grandiflorum). Here the owners have gently 
thinned some of the understory trees and shrubs 
from their woods and, in so doing, they have given 
these wonderful native plants the space and the 
light they need to thrive and multiply. While these 
woodlands are confined to private land, you can 

view this amazing sight right from the road in your 
car.

WOODSTOCK WOODLANDS
If you do indeed want to take a walk in the woods 
I can think of no better place than the woodlands 
within the Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National 
Park in Woodstock. Outside the main mansion 
and the formal gardens you will find over 600 
acres of “conservation landscape” — woodlands 
that were initially planted by Fredrick Billings, 
back in the 1860s, as a response to earlier 
wholesale clearing of Vermont’s forests to make 
way for agriculture. 

Today this beautiful area is criss-crossed with 
trails which can be accessed either from the park 
entrance on the eastern side or from Prosper 
Road on the western side. 

Download this map to see more details:

nps.gov/mabi/planyourvisit/upload/
Walk_Woodstock_Map_Final-Georeferenced-
Aug-2019-508.pdf

CADY’S FALLS BOTANICAL GARDENS, 
MORRISVILLE
It is over 40 years since Don and Lela Avery first 
came to Morrisville to follow their dream and 
create a unique and discriminating nursery. Here 
they established a destination nursery, selling 
many unusual plants, including a wide array of 
dwarf and other slow-growing conifers. 

And, in conjunction with their nursery, they also 
developed an exquisite and intimate garden so 
that their visitors could experience many of their 
very special plants up close.

Sadly, last year Don and Lela decided the time 
had come to close their nursery. 

But the good news is that they are keeping 
their very special garden open for visitors. They 
are calling their new venture “The Cady’s Falls 
Botanical Garden.” Visitors are welcome daily 
between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. This year Don tells me 
that they will probably open around May 1, after 
the snow has finally gone for the season. 

Cady’s Falls Botanical Garden actually consists of 
several “gardens within a garden.” Stroll along the 
wide access path and you will quickly reach the 
entrance to the big lawn and surrounding beds. 
This space is primarily sunny and home to many 
lovely perennials. 

But a bit further and you will reach the woodland 
garden which is especially lovely in springtime. 
Meandering paths take you past beautiful 
rhododendrons and azaleas as well as lower-
growing and shade loving spring plants like 
Trillium and Woodland Phlox (Phlox divaricata).

Continue on and you will reach the gorgeous bog 
garden, filled with lots of different specialist plants 
that thrive in these conditions. 

All plants are meticulously labelled, so you can 
make notes of specific plants you would like to 
grow in your own garden

All that Don and Lela ask of their visitors is that 
they contribute a small donation to help with their 
maintenance costs, so that visitors can continue 
to enjoy this special place in the years to come. 

Judith Irven and Dick Conrad live in Goshen where 
together they nurture a large garden. 

Judith is a Vermont Certified Horticulturist and 
teaches Sustainable Home Landscaping for the 
Vermont Master Gardener program. You can 
subscribe to her blog about her Vermont gardening 
life at northcountryreflections.com. 

Dick is a landscape and garden photographer; 
you can see more of his photographs at 
northcountryimpressions.Snowdrops, along with the scilla, are the earliest flowers in Judith’s garden in Goshen.

Upcoming Workshops
Judith Irven will be leading a “Design Your Own 
Garden” workshop at the Middlebury Studio 
School again this spring. The format is slightly 
different this year.  Each workshop will consist 
of two, four-hour sessions where participants 
get to develop a design for their own gardens. 
Workshops will be held on Tuesdays, April 19 
and 26, and Saturdays, April 30 and May 7.  
More info and sign up at 
middleburystudioschool.org/adult-art-classes.
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ACROSS
 1. One who regrets
 5. Time zone
 8. Subway dweller
11. Bend in a river
13. Alias
14. Isodor __, 
American Nobel 
physicist
15. Very (music)
16. Zero
17. Phil __, former 
CIA
18. Competitions
20. Unwell
21. Puts in place
22. Gets rid of
25. Allows light to 
pass through
30. Climbed quickly
31. We all have it

32. There’s a North & 
South
33. Emaciation
38. Supervises fl ying
41. Very dark colors
43. Unwanted
45. Grants
48. Three visited 
Jesus
49. Wife of Amun
50. Broadway 
actress Daisy
55. A Spanish river
56. I (German)
57. French opera 
composer
59. Six (Spanish)
60. Last letter
61. Spiritual 
leader of a Jewish 
congregation

62. Noah had one
63. Make a mistake
64. Tall plant

DOWN
 1. Computer 
memory
 2. “Et __”: “And wife” 
(Latin)
 3. Ancient Syrian 
city
 4. College army
 5. Cassava
 6. Talented
 7. Capital of Estonia
 8. Finger millet
 9. In a way, assists
10. Men’s fashion 
accessories
12. Misery
14. Skin disorder

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 14.

19. Selling at 
specially reduced 
prices
23. Good friend
24. Stationary 
portion of a 
generator
25. Expression of 
disappointment
26. The 17th letter of 
the Greek alphabet
27. Where birds fl y
28. Midway between 
north and northeast

29. Chaotic states
34. Comedic actress 
Gasteyer
35. Kids’ dining 
accessory
36. Snakelike fi sh
37. Midway between 
south and southeast
39. Assign lifelike 
qualities to
40. One who cites
41. Midway between 
east and southeast
42. North wind

44. One or the other
45. Cavalry sword
46. Of the Hungarian 
language
47. Life stories
48. Flat tableland 
with steep edges
51. Swiss river
52. Plant that makes 
gum
53. French cleric
54. One point east of 
northeast
58. Free from

s p o n s o r e d  byPuzzlesPuzzles
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PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website. We may have a pet for
you.

388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org

Buster is a 7-year-old who was loved by 
his previous family. He is a little fearful 
of new situations, but with staff patience 
and kindness has adapted to the shelter 
program. He would do best with older kids 
and gets along with dogs and cats. He 
seems to love all people and would do best 
with a family that is home more often than 
away. He does not like to be crated and 
gets anxious when left alone. His toys are 
his stress-relievers and they need to be 
heavy-duty for all the chewing they will get. 
Buster is house-trained and needs a new 
family to be a part of who will love him.

Cash is a 6-year-old cheese-loving hound mix. 
He loves being outside and active with you. Cash 
has good manners, loves to snuggle, and is very 
sweet. He is good with dogs as long as there is 
a proper introduction, and is also good with kids. 
Cats only entice his hound senses for the thrill 
of the chase and so he should not live with cats. 
Cash needs a human buddy who will put in the 
time to share new experiences with him, who will 
take him hiking and any other outside adventure, 
and will provide a stable home.

Jack is a hefty 10-year-old guy who 
is in love with his stuffed rabbit. He 
also loves people and enjoys attention 
and affection. Jack has had one eye 
removed due to glaucoma and has fully 
recovered. He would do best as the 
only pet in the home with his humans 
and his bunny.

Mavis was returned to the shelter 
because she does not want to be 
a lap cat. What she can be is a 
beautiful, independent feline presence 
in your home and will be affectionate 
and lovable on her own terms. She 
was originally found as a feisty feline 
wandering around the Marble Works 
district and has come a long way 
since then, but still does not like to 
be picked up. She gives “love bites” 

to show her affection. Mavis would be best in a home without other pets and 
without the pressure to be a lap cat. Love her for who she is!

Romeo is a 2-year-old professional 
eater and he won’t stop until his bowl 
is empty. Romeo makes himself comfy 
next to the food bowl unless it’s empty, 
in which case he lays in the middle of 
the floor until his bowl is refilled. His 
toes look like they’ve been dipped in 
white paint! He is a lovable boy who 
rubs on everything and everyone 
including other cats. He does well with 
other cats.

Raphy is a spicy girl with a lot of 
personality. She is currently on a 
low-cost medication to stabilize 
her spiciness and is doing great! 
She has many wonderful qualities 
and is playful and sweet. She 
would prefer to be the only pet in 
your home to have all the lovin’ to 
herself.

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139
www.parisfarmersunion.com

At Paris, we have everything you 
need for your pets and animals!

• Dry or Wet Dog & Cat food
• Dog & Cat beds, toys, cleaning supplies 

& accessories
• Fish, bird, small animal & reptile 

supplies and live feeder insects 
• Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
• Backyard animal feed & supplies
• And friendly, knowledgeable staff 
   to help guide you!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

• Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
•
• And friendly, knowledgeable staff 
   to help guide you!

•

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

And friendly, knowledgeable staff 

Time To 
Order Your 

Chicks!
Orders due by 

April 1st!

Life in the Valley: new work by 
Hannah Sessions on view at NODA

orthern 
Daughters 
is excited 
to present 
“Life in the 
Valley,” a 
solo exhibit 
of new 
work from 

Hannah Sessions. The 
exhibition is on view by 
appointment at the gallery’s 
221 Main Street location in 
Vergennes through April 30.

Session’s solo exhibit has 
become a mainstay in the 
NoDa exhibit schedule and 
it’s not by accident. This 
moment just before the light 
and warmth tip the scale 
and bring about spring, is the 
perfect time to be immersed 
in her work and the loving 
gaze with which she views 
the land, the light and her 
muses.

This exhibit is no diff erent, 
but it also stands apart. 
Sessions brings her viewers 
into sacred moments of life 
in rural Vermont. There is 
a beautiful depth in values 
and distinct movement in 
this emotive body of work. 
In Sessions’ world there is 
as much communicated 
by the shadows as there 
is by the objects depicted. 
Through the eyes of both 
an artist and a farmer, no 
detail goes unnoticed; from 
the relationship between 
the goats to the changing 
color of the grass in the 
fi elds throughout the season. 
Gallery owner Sophie 
Pickens refl ects “these are 
paintings you want to inhabit, 
they bring you close to the 
sweetness of light, growth, 
and the movement of 
animals.”

“For me, Mose Farm is a 
breakthrough painting 
for Hannah,” adds gallery 
owner Justine Jackson. “The 
movement in the paint, and 
ease of the composition 
allow the viewer to feel the 

night sky, to take in that 
site as a farmer walks with 
purpose towards the barn 
only to pause momentarily 
to take in the cold and the 
way the light reaches out 
from barn doors. It’s a really 
stunning and freeing piece.”

“As a farmer (Blue Ledge 
Farm goat dairy, established 
in 2000) in Addison County, 
Vermont, I live surrounded 
by my muses — be it the 
landscape, animals, farms or 
food, I am constantly moved 
and inspired by what is 
around me,” Sessions writes 
in an artist statement. “I am 
fascinated by the lay of the 
land, by the way that light 
and human existence can 
create beautiful patterns 
upon the land, by the bond 
that we have with our 
livestock, who are both our 
friends and our livelihoods. 

We are all species existing 
in a place, in a moment 
in time, and art keeps me 
grounded and fully aware 
in the present. Though my 
time is stretched thin, and 
time spent painting is a 
precious gift, I think being 
a farmer gives me a unique 
perspective as an artist, 
almost an ‘insider’s view’ on 
all things farm, as I live and 
breathe it every day. When I 
do sit down to paint, my life 
and my observations reduce 
down to a pure essence, and 
it pours onto the surface. 
I hope my love for this life 
comes through in my work 
and allows the viewer to 
share in a moment of awe in 
life’s everyday moments.”

Northern Daughters is open 
by appointment. Contact 
info@northerndaughters.com 
or 802-877-2173.

N
“Five goats by window” by Hannah Sessions, 18 x 36, oil on canvas, 
is one of the pieces in the new exhibit on view now at Northern 
Daughters in Vergennes. Open by appointment. 
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This gracious home is a lovely combination of a mid-1800’s farmhouse and 
two recent additions. The property also includes a large barn, two sheds and 
attached two-car garage, porches and deck. There are two offi  ces, as well as 
fi ve bedrooms. The home is fi lled with sunlight with large windows, skylights 
and atrium doors. Formal dining room, eat-in kitchen, second-fl oor laundry 
room, large mudroom, and basement family room. The home is just minutes 

from town, but in a lovely country setting.  

611 PAINTER ROAD, MIDDLEBURY

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Perfect Painter Road farmhouse for you

$765,000

This week’s property is managed by Champlain Valley Properties. 
More info at champlainvalleyproperty.net.
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ARIES: March 21-April 20. Spending time alone 
could be good for you this week, Aries. While 
working toward your goals, you also are enjoying 
some much-needed 
peace and quiet. 

TAURUS: April 21-May 
21. Your friends may be 
pushing you to move 
forward since you 
seem to be stuck in 
the past, Taurus. Don’t 
stay stagnant for too 
long or you may lose 
motivation for change. 

GEMINI: May 22-June 
21. A collaboration 
with someone close to 
you yields surprising 
results, Gemini. You 
may have been looking 
for inspiration for some 
time and fi nally found it. 

CANCER: June 22-July 
22. Cancer, a longing for 
adventure points you 
in all sorts of diff erent 
directions over the next 
few days. You have to 
try on a few diff erent 
hats to fi nd the right fi t. 

LEO: July 23-Aug. 
23. Leo, a fantastic 
investment opportunity 
comes your way but 
there is a lot of red tape 
that could get in the 
way if you let it. Work 
through all angles to 
make things happen.

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 
22. Virgo, idolizing 
someone can have its 
plusses and minuses. You may have a picture of 
a person that is impossible to live up to. Temper 
your expectations.

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23. Libra, a rigid schedule 
may work for some, but not everyone. 
Incorporate a little fl exibility into your life and 

others may be fl ocking 
to your laid-back style.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-Nov. 
22. Talk to someone 
about a creative idea 
that you have had, 
Scorpio. This person 
may off er valuable 
feedback that can 
guide you as you try to 
fl esh out your idea into 
something tangible.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23-Dec. 21. Sagittarius, 
you may be interested 
in having a lot of fun, 
but someone keeps 
throwing a wet blanket 
on your ideas. Don’t let 
it derail your plans.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 22-
Jan. 20. It’s easy to give 
opinions and pick sides, 
but don’t get pinned 
down to a particular 
position until you’ve 
tried several diff erent 
options, Capricorn. 
Then you’ll have a good 
idea.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21-
Feb. 18. Others may not 
understand the way 
you manage money, 
Aquarius. But you have 
a clear understanding 
of your particular brand 
of logic.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 
20. Pisces, friends are a strong presence in your 
life right now and you are very grateful for all that 
they provide you. Let them know.

Cosmic ForecastCosmic Forecast

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Spring has sprung!
Time to cast on a

warm weather knit!
Tue.-Thurs 11am-5pm

Fri-Sat. 10am-5pm

M-F 10-5, Saturday 9:30-4 and Closed Sunday

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Offer valid
March 1-31, 2022

Quilter’s
Gift Bundle

With 
Purchase!

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

In the depths In the depths 
of winter, of winter, 

we’ve got a we’ve got a 
little spring!little spring!

MARCH 24 — David Suzuki, academic, 
environmentalist (86)
MARCH 25 — Aretha Franklin, singer (d)
MARCH 26 — Anaïs Mitchell, singer-songwriter (41)
MARCH 27 — Sarah Vaughan, singer (d)

MARCH 28 — Mario Vargas Llosa, writer (86)
MARCH 29 — Astrid Gilberto, singer, Jazz 
musician (82) 
MARCH 30 — Vincent Van Gogh, painter (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 15

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

NORTHERN DAUGHTERS FINE ART GALLERY
221 Main Street, Vergennes — by appointment only.
Visit northerndaughters.com or call 802-877-2173 
for more info.

“Life in the Valley.” A solo exhibit of new work from 
Hannah Sessions that brings her viewers into sacred 
moments of life in rural Vermont. There is a beautiful 
depth in values and distinct movement in this emotive 
body of work. On view March 15-April 30.

SPARROW ART SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury. 
Visit sparrowartsupply.com for more info. 

“Nice to Meet You,” is the Grand Opening Party exhibit 
for Sparrow Art Supply. This juried showcase features 
work by over 40 local artists across all mediums. Enjoy 
complimentary refreshments and check out the new 
space on Friday, March 11, from 4-7 p.m. The exhibit will 
remain on view through April 24.

PHOTOPLACE GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury. 
Visit photos@photoplacegallery.com or call (802) 388-
4500 for more info.

“The Magic of Light.” This exhibit was juried and 
curated by Ann Jastrab. Artists responded to the 
call for images whose success rests in the  quality 
of the light — harsh or diff use, bright or dim, natural 
or artifi cial — their subjects made magic by the light 
that falls on them. Thirty-fi ve images were selected 
for exhibition in the gallery and 40 more for the 
digital gallery. On view through March 26. Up next: 
“Botanical” — opening March 31.

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center Street, Brandon. 
Visit brandonartistsguild.org or call (802) 247-4956 for 
more info.

“Vermont’s Villages,” will highlight what it’s like to 
work and play in Vermont’s villages. BAG members 
will share their perspectives on historic architecture, 
mountain views, delightful village greens, and local 
festivities through a variety of mediums from painting 
to photography to fi ber arts. On view March 4-April 1.

EDGEWATER GALLERY AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more information.

“Time and Memory,” featuring work by Alexis Serio. 
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL 
HOUSING  
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

estate
real

into the market. 
Advertise in the Addy Indy!

nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Beth Buckman | Community Lender | NMLS #41062

Selling Your House in 2022?
Remember, Marketing Makes a Difference!

ALONG WITH QUALITY WIDE LENS PHOTOGRAPHY,
WE INCLUDE 3D VIRTUAL TOURS FOR ALL OF OUR LISTINGS.

WIDE LENS PHOTOGRAPHY
DRONE FOOTAGE

3D VIRTUAL TOURS

THREE MAIN STREET | BRISTOL, VERMONT 05443 | 802.453.6161
www.theRealEstateCompanyVT.com

REAL ESTATE COMPANY
of VERMONT

Jill Fraga Danelle Birong Orion Lazo Tammy Petersen
Broker/Realtor Broker/Realtor Agent/Realtor Agent/Realtor® ® ® ®

the

for

Email Christy to fi nd out how. Christy@addisonindependent.com
Add your piece! Add your piece! Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

s o l u t i o n s March 24, 2022

Puzzle
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page.

March 24, 2022

PuzzlePuzzle
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

MIDDLEBURY  PRICE REDUCTION!
397 WEYBRIDGE STREET
MLS #4896914 | NOW $675,000
5 BD  |  2 BA  |  2944 SF  |  1.55 ACRES

Spacious rooms, tall ceilings, and 
plenty of space to accommodate. 
Attached 2-car garage and 3-season 
porch. Close to downtown and TAM 
rec paths—an in-town property like 
this comes once in a lifetime.

SALISBURY
1920 LAKE DUNMORE ROAD
MLS #4890387 | $695,000
2BDM | 1BA | 1048 SF | 0.20 AC

Welcome to the shores of Lake
Dunmore! With a gentle grade to 
the water and deep access off the 
dock, fun in the lake is that much 
easier. This two bedroom cottage 
has been nicely updated, and 
is brimming with lakeside charm. 
Tastefully updated kitchen with 
quartz countertops and pantry 
storage. Cozy living room with
whitewashed brick and propane
stove. Spacious dining area opens
to deck and overlooks a quiet cove
on the south side of the lake. Two
bedrooms and a nicely renovated
bath make the second level.
Much of the home has been spray
foam insulated. Newer drilled well.
Absolutely move in ready!

SALISBURY
2997 LAKE DUNMORE ROAD
MLS #4876102 | $695,000
2 BD | 2 BA | 1987 SF | 0.25 AC

Quality construction and attention
to detail in this 2018 newer build on
Lake Dunmore. Walk-out lower level 
media room, game room and bar; 
open the garage door and drop the 
automatic screen to let the evening 
breezes through. Second level offers
an open fl oor plan with cathedral
ceilings, kitchen, living and dining
with a wrap-around deck ready for
entertaining. A spectacular view
across the lake from the living space
invites year-round observation of
every season. Thirty-fi ve feet of
private lake frontage for water based
recreation. Minutes to abundant local 
recreation, with all the amenities of 
Middlebury and Brandon just a short 
drive away.

Serio uses a horizon line 
as a foothold to suggest 
the landscape but from 
there she describes her 
abstract compositions as 
visual perceptions of time, 
and memory. On view for 
the month of March.

EDGEWATER GALLERY ON THE GREEN
6 Merchant’s Row, Middlebury

“Tools of the Trade,” a group exhibition featuring Tom 
Dunne, Kate Gridley, Duncan Johnson and Peter Kirkiles. 
This exhibit honors the process of crafting fine art, the 
tools themselves that make the work possible and the 
beauty of the finished product. On view March 18- April 
26.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART
72 Porter Field Road, Middlebury.
Visit museum.middlebury.edu/exhibitions or call (802) 443-
5007 to make your free reservations.

“Contemporary to Classical: Highlights from the New 
Collection Handbook,” featuring more than 40 works 
from the museum’s new permanent collection handbook. 
Objects range from modern to ancient and include 
prints, photographs, paintings, and sculpture. Among 
the artists represented are Derrick Adams, Banksy, Judy 
Chicago, Robert Gober, Fairfield Porter, Medardo Rosso, 
Anna Stanchi, Paul Strand, Edmund de Waal, and William 
Zorach. On view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

“Into the Screen: Digital Art from teamLab.” Founded 
in 2001 by Toshiyuki Inoko, teamLab is a Tokyo-based 
collaboration of more than 500 designers, engineers, 
and technologists with a shared mission to integrate 
art, technology, and nature. This exhibition highlights a 
singular immersive digital experience by teamLab and 
the traditional 17th- to 20th-century screens and prints 
that inspired it. On view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

BOLD.
BRAVE.
BEAUTIFUL. 

ART IS

Get your art  
the publicity  
it deserves.  

Email us today!
NEWS@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM
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802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a 
designated 

agency 
brokerage.

designated 

Don’t forget your Spring Safety Checks!

COMMUNITY CORNER

Historic

Historic

Historic

Village Colonial

Village Colonial

Village Colonial

Village Colonial

Village Colonial

Village Colonial

Downtown

Downtown

Downtown

Residential/Office

Residential/Office

Residential/Office

Residential/Office

Residential/Office

Residential/Office

Residential/Office

Residential/Office

Residential/Office

Residential/Office

Residential/Office

Residential/Office

Residential/Office

Residential/Office

Residential/Office

BENSON, VT
This 3 BDR, 2 BA village colonial was completely 
renovated in 2008. New features include, standing 
seam roof, vinyl windows, updated electrical, drywall, 
new bathrooms and kitchen. Located near the center of 
town; restaurant and the library within walking distance. 
MLS# 4899491 $240,000

STARKSBORO, VT
This parcel includes 70+- rolling acres with a mix of 
open meadow and woods. The property has been used 
for corn and hay and the soils are nice. Come build 
your dream home and start your farmstead. Possible 
subdivision potential.
MLS# 4900309 $385,000

BRISTOL, VT
This property includes three units. The main unit has 
3 BDR, a full bath, and a grand front porch made of 
Brazilian cherry hardwood. The second unit is attached 
and expandable to the main building. The third unit is a 
converted carriage barn finished with antique planking.
MLS#4881801 $449,000

New Listing 70

New Listing 70

New Listing 70

New Listing 70

New Listing 70

New Listing 70

New Listing 70

New Listing 70

New Listing 70

New Listing 70

New Listing 70

New Listing 70

acre Building Lot

acre Building Lot

acre Building Lot

acre Building Lot

acre Building Lot

acre Building Lot

acre Building Lot

acre Building Lot

acre Building Lot

acre Building Lot

acre Building Lot

acre Building Lot

acre Building Lot

acre Building Lot

acre Building Lot

Spring is almost here—are you ready?  Here is your Spring Safety Checklist:
3 Change out the batteries in all smoke alarms.

3 Clean the dust covers of carbon monoxide detectors.
3 Clean or replace furnace filter.

3 Clean grease from stove hood to keep flames from spreading should a fire break out.
3 Clean dryer ducts or dampers to ensure that lint has not accumulated to prevent a fire.

3 Remove bird feeders so they do not attract bears!

Clean grease from stove hood to keep flames from spreading should a fire break out.
Clean dryer ducts or dampers to ensure that lint has not accumulated to prevent a fire.

67 Coryell Road, Castleton - #4901445  
A beautiful private piece of Vermont to call your own! 
This unique property sits on 25+ acres, surrounded by 

state-protected land. It is located on Glen Lake, part of the 
Lake Bomoseen State Park. In acquiring this home, you will 

forever have a part of Vermont that will remain undevel-
oped.  This year-round cottage allows you to soak in the 

tranquility and beauty of this property from all rooms. The 
front porch is a wonderful place to relax in the perfect 
peace that can be found on a beautiful Vermont lake!

$799,000

611 Painter Road, Middlebury - #4901302
This gracious home is a lovely combination of a mid-

1800’s farmhouse and two more recent additions. The 
property also includes a large barn, two sheds and at-

tached 2 car garage, porches & deck. There are 2 offices, 
as well as 5 bedrooms. The home is filled with sunlight 
with large windows, skylights and atrium doors. Formal 

dining room, eat-in kitchen, 2nd-floor laundry room, large 
mudroom, and basement family room. The home is just 

minutes from town, but in a lovely country setting.
 $765,000

1890 Bristol Road, Monkton
This 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bathroom home on 5+ acres 
is a special spot to make your new home. Centrally 
located making for an easy commute to Burlington, 

Bristol or Middlebury. The first level has an open kitchen 
and dining room, a large living room, a half bath and 
utility room. The 3 bedrooms are on the second level. 
Not only is the master bedroom large but there is a 
walk in closet and an en suite bathroom.  The other 

two bedrooms share a large bathroom.
$395,000
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70 Court Street, Middlebury, VT
802-989-7522  |  ChamplainValleyProperty.net

Heather Foster-Provencher
 802-989-2770

cvprophfp@gmail.com

Nancy Foster
802-989-2772

cvpropnf@comcast.net

January Stearns
802-236-4424

cvpropjs@gmail.com

Diana Berthiaume 
802-236-2725

diana411@comcast.net

John Snyder-White
802-989-1066

cvpropjsw@gmail.com

Brenda Jaring
802-989-7522

fostergroup@comcast.net
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