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Pet pictures
Artists at the Middlebury Studio 
School want to paint your pet’s 
portrait. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Flying high
Eagle girls’ basketball soared into 
Barre as the No. 6 seed and won 
the D-II title. See Page 1B.

Dearly beloved
In “Weddings” we ask four local 
celebrants about their ceremonial 
experiences. See inside Section C.

Farm animal sanctuary relocating to Middlebury

COVID masks becoming optional
State drops face-covering advice Region’s schools ready to change

College unfazed by 
campus COVID spike
Recovery rates outpacing infections

Volunteers head to kitchens 
to tackle local food insecurity 

Midd Kids 
brewing up a 
coffee empire

Dairy producers transition to 
simply saving animals in need
By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Erika and Mark Gutel had 
been operating a dairy farm in Albert County, east of 
Denver, Colo., years before the twists and turns of their 
life would lead them to running an animal sanctuary in 
Middlebury, Vt. They sold raw milk from their cows 
at that time and raised various animals, including 
chickens and pigs.

They enjoyed being around the animals, but found 
themselves increasingly disdainful of the practice of 
taking products from — and occasionally the lives 
of — their animals.

“A  couple years into it, it was pulling at our hearts; 
we couldn’t continue,” Erika Gutel recalled.

The tipping point came the day that Mark called 
Erika to say he couldn’t bring himself to carry out 
a scheduled slaughter of their chickens. The couple 
had a joint epiphany — it was time for them to stop 
consuming meat and dairy.

Overnight, the animals transitioned from providing 
a livelihood, to being dependents. The Gutels didn’t 
want to simply send the animals to other farms where 
they would return to a milking parlor or slaughterhouse.

Their altruism was noble but not profitable. 
Fortunately, word of their transition from farm to 
sanctuary touched a chord in friends, neighbors and 
strangers, who sent them money to ensure they, and 
their animals, would continue to have a roof and food.

The Gutels started receiving phone calls — not 
only from donors, but from people who possessed or SARA GUTEL, WHOSE parents founded Kinder Way Farm, stands with Spirit, which a 

few years ago was the farm’s first rescue calf. (See Kinder Way Farm, Page 15A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Coffee. 

It’s a morning ritual. A pick-
me-up. A comfort on a cold, 
rainy day.

And it’s also a unifier.
Just ask Grace Futral and 

Daniel Gutierrez. The two 
Middlebury College students 
actually met rather randomly 
over an elevated cup of Joe at 
Lost Monarch Craft Coffee a 
couple of years ago.

Now they’re taking their 
relationship to the next level 
— as business partners in two 
coffee ventures.

One of those ventures 
needs little introduction to 
Addison County java fans: 
Bud’s Beans. Established 
in 2000 by William “Bud” 
Smith, Bud’s Beans has 
developed a keen following 
for its cleverly crafted blends, 
roasted in tiny batches in a 
small, nondescript space in 
Middlebury’s Marble Works 

(See Coffee, Page 13A)

The snow is melting and the 
maple sap is running — it must 
be time for our clocks to 

leap forward. Daylight 
Savings Time begins 
early this coming 
Sunday morning. 
Before you go to 

bed, turn your clocks 
forward one hour and enjoy an 

(See Food insecurity, Page 11A)

(See College COVID, Page 14A)

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
LINCOLN — A new program 

launched by the Metta Earth 
project is hoping to establish 
more connections between 
food producers and community 
members experiencing food 
insecurity. Its recipe for success 
includes a special ingredient: home 
cooking.

The Kitchen Soup Project, 
which began in January with six 
household kitchens in Bristol and 
Lincoln, collects farm produce, 

distributes it to volunteer cooks 
and then delivers homemade soup, 
by the quart, to area programs 
helping those in need.

For now, the Kitchen Soup 
Project is operating once a month, 
but it has already generated a lot 
of excitement among Bristol and 
Lincoln cooking enthusiasts and 
folks who recognize that “stirring 
soup on the hearth” is a way of 
“stirring hope on the earth.”

“Everyone wants to find a way 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
MIDDLEBURY — Roughly 

14% of Middlebury College 
students have tested positive for 
COVID-19 since arriving for the 
spring semester last month, but 
the cases have not been severe 
or persistent enough to warrant 
a change in campus policies, 
officials said.

Middlebury currently has 
2,626 residential students and has 
logged 383 cases, including a few 
employees, since spring semester 

testing began on Feb. 7, according 
to the college’s COVID-19 
Reporting Dashboard.

But numbers like that don’t 
mean what they used to.

“While the case counts certainly 
are higher than what we have 
been accustomed to during the 
pandemic, the numbers are not our 
greatest concern,” said Director of 
Media Relations Sarah Ray in a 
March 4 email to the Independent. 
“We continue to monitor for case 

(See Masks, Page 14A) (See Schools, Page 12A)

By POLLY LYNN MIKULA
The Mountain Times

VERMONT— Starting Monday, 
March 14, it’s OK for 
everyone to unmask 
in public, including 
indoors and in K-12 
schools, state officials 
have announced. 

“As our statewide 
hospitalization rate 
is low, and hospitals 
are no longer facing 
the COVID-related 
strains of the recent 
surge, we’re ready to plan for the 
next step,” state epidemiologist 

Dr. Patsy Kelso said at a press 
conference on Thursday, March 3. 

This past Tuesday, March 8, 
Kelso, Gov. Scott and 
Health Commissioner 
Dr. Mark Levine 
reiterated their 
emphasis on making 
masking-wearing a 
personal choice.

“The decision to 
wear masks will be 
up to each person 
based on their own 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , ” 

Kelso said on Tuesday.
The new guidance goes into 

effect almost exactly two years 
after the governor first declared a 
state of emergency in response to 
COVID-19 (March 13, 2020).

It was only a little more than a 
week ago that state officials told 
K-12 schools they should drop 
mask mandates only if 80% of their 
students were vaccinated. After 
last Thursday’s announcement, 
Addison County school officials 
said they would make masks 
optional next Monday (See story 
on Page 1A).

Starting March 14, there will no 
longer be sector-specific guidance 

“The decision to 
wear masks will 
be up to each 
person based 
on their own 
circumstances.”

— Dr. Patsy Kelso, 
state epidemiologist

By INDEPENDENT 
STAFF

ADDISON COUNTY 
& BRANDON — 
Wearing masks will 
become optional in 
Addison Central, Addison 
Northwest, Mount 
Abraham and Rutland 
Northeast district schools 
beginning Monday, 
March 14.

Local schools, like 
other public school districts in 
Vermont, have had mandatory 
mask policies (indoors) ever since 
in-person classes resumed during 

the COVID-19 pandemic. 
But declining COVID-19 
cases over the past several 
weeks have prompted 
state officials to relax 
mask rules.

ACSD Superintendent 
Peter Burrows addressed 
the issue in a March 3 
announcement.

“Today, Gov. Phil 
Scott, Education 
Secretary Dan French 

and State Epidemiologist Patsy 
Kelso announced that as a result 
of lower COVID case counts, 
overall COVID trends, and a lower 

level of strain on the healthcare 
system, Vermont will transition 
to an endemic approach with our 
management of and response to 
COVID,” Burrows stated. 

“These changes will be consistent 
for all Vermonters and in Vermont 
schools. The Centers for Disease 
Control and American Academy 
of Pediatrics are supportive of 
this transition and the Vermont 
Department of Health will be 
conforming to and releasing more 
details on these changes.”

In all of the 22 schools in 
these four area districts, the new 

PETER 
BURROWS

Cold, creamy goodness
SEN. PATRICK LEAHY appears to be amazed at the ease with which lu•lu ice cream shop owner Laura Mack prepares a batch of her 

signature frozen dessert during his visit to the shop late last month. Vermont’s senior U.S. senator stopped in at the Vergennes business 
to highlight the work of the Northeast Dairy Business Innovation Center, but he also tried some of lu•lu’s new line of goat’s milk ice 
cream. Since that visit, producers from the ABC-TV program “Good Morning America” have stopped by, and the show was due to air 
some footage from lu•lu on Thursday morning. Independent photo/Steve James



PAGE 2A — Addison Independent, Thursday, March 10, 2022

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Displays 

including a zoo, a dream home on 
pillars, and a space ship filled most 
the first floor of the Bixby Library 
in Vergennes on the last Saturday in 
February.

The kids and adults who crafted 
those Lego creations joined them at 
the Bixby, as did the four judges — 
Bixby Library Director Catharine 
Hays, Boys & Girls Club of Greater 
Vergennes official Steven Maluenda, 
Rokeby Museum Director Lindsay 
Houpt-Varner, and State Senator 
Ruth Hardy — who picked the 
winners of the Bixby and club’s 
fourth annual Lego Contest.

With 43 entrants in six categories 
spread around the library’s first floor, 
the judges had tough calls to make 
this year, said Hays. 

Organizers even agreed to divide 
the most crowded field of entries.

“The judges did have a very hard 
time. We had the most entries in 
the 3-5 grade area. We had so many 
they asked if we could divide it into 
two so we could give one prize for 
creativity and one prize for technical 
ability,” Hays said. “There was so 
much great stuff to choose from.”

Maluenda, the Boys & Girls Club 

director of programs and resource 
development, agreed about the high 
level of creativity on display.

He described space battles, 
building structures, a miniature 
city of Vergennes, and construction 
vehicles, as well as the zoo and the 
dream house. The dream house made 
a strong impression.

“It was built on four or five different 
pillars, these Lego pillars. And when 
you looked at it, it was, ‘How does 
this thing even hold up?’ It was just 
so well built,” Maluenda said.

Others that showed skill and 
imagination were mechanized, he 
said. “There were three other Lego 
builds that were battery-operated, 
as well. They were able to perform 
some kind of function, which was 
super cool to see,” Maluenda said.  

The colorful entries covered tables 
in the main lobby under the library 
dome, the Community Room to the 
left, and the smaller Vermont Room to 
the right. The winners in each category 
were rewarded with Lego kits. 

With fewer COVID restrictions 
this year more people could come in 
at the same time and look over the 
entries, and Maluenda and Hays said 
contestants and their families and 
friends liked being able to check out 

Lego contest brings fun and creativity to the Bixby

ALYSSA LETENDRE PROUDLY displays her certificate and ribbon 
as the Creative Winner in the Grade 3-5 age group of the annual 
Lego Contest co-sponsored by the Bixby and the Boys & Girls Club 
of Greater Vergennes. The Bixby hosted display and judging on 
Feb. 26.

THIS DISTINGUISHED PANEL had the tough Feb. 26 task of judging the annual Lego Contest sponsored 
by the Bixby and the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Vergennes. Left to right are Sen. Ruth Hardy, club 
Director of Programs & Resource Development Steven Maluenda, Library Director Catharine Hays, and 
Rokeby Museum Director Lindsay Houpt-Varner. 

Independent photos/Steve James

BETH BEAROR BEAMS with pride behind her co-creation with 
Lydia Bearor, the winner in the Adult and Child category on Feb. 26 
at the Bixby Library in the annual Lego Contest sponsored by the 
library and the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Vergennes.

the displays.
“We put up tables, and we had to 

put up more tables because they (the 
entries) were bigger and better. People 
really enjoyed it,” Hays said. “We did 
have feedback from one of our patrons 
who said leave it up for a week.”

That strategy could allow for 
voting for “People’s Choice” awards.

Entrants named their creations, 
and at times made sure the judges 
understood some of their intricacies, 
such as one contestant who offered 
an explanation that a hay-bale 
elevator was more than decorative.

“Some of them make notes to the 
judges. One of them wrote, ‘Judges, 
don’t judge this entry until you make 
this part work,’” Hays said.

Hays said the Boys & Girls Club 
and the library are both happy to 
offer the annual event.

“This is a tradition that has been 
growing and people look forward 
to,” Hays said. 

Maluenda said around 10 club 
members signed on, while he and 
other club leaders also see the Lego 
contest as a fun way to reach out to 
community members.

“It’s great just because we’re able to 
touch so many different ages. I think 
that’s a big component,” Maluenda 

Fresh, Local, Micro-Roasted Coffee

Bud’sBeansBud’sBeans

Whole Beans and/or Brewed Cups Available at: 
Middlebury Natural Foods Co-op, Shafer’s, VT Food Collaborative, 

Middlebury Bagel & Deli, Otter Creek Bakery, VT Marketplace

63 Maple St | Middlebury, VT 0575363 Maple St | Middlebury, VT 05753
Thank you for supporting local businesses!Thank you for supporting local businesses!

budsbeanscoffee@gmail.com
BudsBeansCoffee.com

NEW number    802-771-4289 ��

said. “And as well as just being a 
youth organization, there’s also so 
much we can do for the community. 
And we’re very fortunate to be able 
to partner with the Bixby Library for 
this contest every year.”

They time the annual contest so 
that judging is conducted at the end 
of schools’ February breaks to give 
families a chance to cooperate on a 
project during the vacation.

“It’s been a wonderful opportunity 
for kids not to do school work and 
do something that is fun and not on 
their mobile devices, and it’s not 
technology, and it is creating and 
imagining,” Hays said. “And when 
they brought them into the library 
the whole family came and were so 
proud of putting it together. It’s just 
a wonderful opportunity for kids and 
their families to come together.” 

Hays foresees an awards ceremony 
in the Lego Contest’s future, once 
even more people are allowed to 
gather in the Bixby or at the Boys & 
Girls Club.

“It’s better for the kids, too, rather 
than having them come to the library 
and hear they’ve won,” Hays said. 
“It will be great fun for next year.”

The library also hopes to translate 
the interest generated by the contest 
into a “Lego Saturdays” program. 
About a dozen people inked a 
sign-up sheet, and Hays said Bixby 
children’s librarian Mary Neffinger 
will also follow up with entrants to 
see if they would like to participate, 
while a community member has 
volunteered to help out.

The Lego Contest also raises the 
profile of both the youth club and the 
library, according to Hays. 

“This is something that sparks 
their interest and brings them in 
maybe for the first time. And maybe 
while they’re here they see all the 
other great stuff that’s going on,” she 
said. “And it lets people know we’re 
reaching out.”

The winners in each category were:
Pre-K: Zelia Chiaravalli.
Grade K-2: Colton Dike.
Grade 3-5 Technical Award: 

Henry Cadoret.
Grade 3-5 Creative Award: Alyssa 

Letendre.
Grade 6-8: Micah Clevenstine.
Adult and Child: Lydia and Beth 

Bearor.
Adult: Bryan Sawyer.
Mixed Ages: Asher & Owen 

Clevenstine.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The Vergennes 

City Council on Tuesday voted 
unanimously to apply $30,000 from 
the city’s Water Tower Fund toward 
the construction of the proposed 
9,600-square-foot roofed pavilion in 
the city’s East Street recreation park.

The council also earmarked 
another $20,000 from the same 
source for electrical upgrades that 
will benefit not only the pavilion, but 
also other elements in Veterans Park, 

including the skate park, skating rink 
hut and tennis courts, according to a 
memo from Recreation Coordinator 
Martha DeGraaf.

DeGraaf said the council’s new 
commitment would help Vergennes 
get a second grant to support the 
pavilion project from Ferrisburgh’s 
Hoehl Foundation to support a 
project estimated at $879,685. 

Counting a 2021 city bequest 
of $30,000, the Vergennes Parks 
and Recreation Committee has 

raised $107,000 toward the effort. 
Volunteers have also contributed 
significantly in labor. 

The council also supported 
spending up to $6,000 from the 
Water Tower Fund for a new 
vacuum for the city pool, although 
officials said at the meeting the cost 
is expected to be closer to $3,500.

The Water Tower Fund, dedicated 
to upgrading city infrastructure, 
is fed by lease payments from 
cellphone companies that hang 
broadcast equipment on the city’s 
former water tower. 

According to documents 
presented at the meeting by City 
Manager Ron Redmond, those 
payments total more than $120,000 
a year, and the fund would enjoy a 
six-figure balance available for use 
even after the $56,000 of earmarked 
funds. It would also retain another 
roughly $280,000 in reserve.

The pavilion’s concrete 
foundation was poured this past 
November, and electrical service 
was roughed in. That foundation 

leveled the site and allowed for 
an improved skating rink that 
recreation committee Chair Kathy 
Rossier told the council was heavily 
used this winter. 

The pavilion, just past the 
existing skate park and to the east 
of Vergennes Elementary School, is 
designed to be 17 feet high to allow 
basketball in all weather.

Recreation committee members 
envision it, according to a 2021 
handout, as “a hub for outdoor 
recreation in our community. 
This would be a place for athletic 
activities, educational workshops, 
picnics, parties, performances.” The 
pavilion could also host classes and 
programs for the school next door.  

The first phase cost about 
$300,000 and received a major 
boost from a $191,900 donation 
from the Hoehl Foundation, which 
is now considering a second grant 
application from the city, Rossier 
said. In November she said putting 
up the pavilion itself will cost 
between $400,000 and $500,000. 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — At a busy meeting on Tuesday evening, the 

first since Town Meeting Day, council members put $30,000 toward 
construction of a pavilion (see story on this page) and also took care 
of a significant amount of annual housekeeping business. Councilors:

• Re-elected Dickie Austin as deputy mayor and welcomed newly 
elected Councilor Zoe Kaslow.

• Appointed Kathy Rossier, Erin Wolcott, Lynn Rapoport, Lisa 
Casey, Michelle Eckels, Julian Cesner, Ben Hatch, Kim Palmer, 
Tania Bolduc, Mike Daniels, Matthew Hawes and Robyn Newton to 
one-year terms on the recreation committee, and appointed Councilor 
Sue Rakowski as the council’s representative to the committee. “It’s 
a terrific group,” said Mayor Matt Chabot.

• Adopted a schedule for crafting the city’s 2022-2023 budget. 
They will consider sewer fees and examine the city’s several 
miscellaneous funds on March 22, look at fire spending and get a 
first complete budget overview on April 12, review proposed public 
works spending on April 26, eye recreation and pool proposals on 
May 10, discuss the police budget on May 24, look at administrative 
spending on June 14, and adopt overall spending and a city tax rate 
on June 28.

They could set the expected higher sewer fees for the next year on 
March 22. Deciding then would allow city officials to include notice 
of an upcoming increase in the billing that goes out in April.

• Formally accepted new proposed zoning regulations from the 
planning commissions and set 5:30 p.m. on April 12 as the time and 
date for the first of at least two required council public hearings. 
Planners updated a first draft of new regulations after testimony 
received at a council hearing this past summer.

Council earmarks $50K for pavilion, rec park City councilors wrap up business
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MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Order your chicks by 
3/31/22. Pickup is
at the end of April.

Submit your order in store, 
via email, over the phone 

and via fax. 
info@middleburyagway.com

     388 Exchange Street

        802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Scan this

smartphone
to download 

with 
your

an order form

Addison County’s Hometown Dealer

36 Boardman St., 
Middlebury VT 05753

802-388-6718
gstonemotors.com

2149 Rt 7 South, 
Middlebury VT 05753
802-388-9961
stonecdjr.com

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY  — A new survey 

is revealing the extent to which 
Addison County adolescents and 
their families are communicating 
about substance use disorder, and 
the results will shape programming 
to attack this major issue.

It’s called the 2021 United Way 
of Addison County Youth Survey, 
which garnered 
1,000 responses from 
students in fi ve area 
schools: Middlebury, 
Mount Abraham and 
Vergennes union high 
schools, as well as 
the Mount Abe and 
Vergennes middle 
schools.

Results included 
evidence that in the 
month leading up to 
the survey, about a 
quarter of high school 
respondents had 
consumed alcohol, 
about 12% had vaped, and about 8% 
had used cannabis.

The survey was offered to students 
last fall as a same-day supplement 
to the biennial Vermont Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey, developed in 1990 
by the Centers for Disease Control 
& Prevention as a way of monitoring 
behaviors contributing to the leading 
causes of death, disease, injury and 
social problems among youth. These 
behaviors include weight, tobacco 
use, sexual behaviors and use of 
alcohol or other drugs.

The United Way of Addison 
County, or UWAC, and its more 
than 30 nonprofi t partners have been 
keenly interested in the Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey results, as they help 
inform the kinds of services needed 
to reduce harmful 
behavior among 
adolescents. And 
now the United Way 
has gotten into the 
youth survey fi eld 
itself — not only 
because it values the 
information, but also 
because collecting 
substance-use rates 
among youth is one 
of the conditions for 
receiving federal 
grant money. 

UWAC is 
benefi tting from 
two separate federal 
grants: Partnerships 
for Success 
and Drug Free 
Communities. The 
two grants are each 
fi ve years, by which time they will 
have brought in nearly $2 million 
to Addison County, specifi cally for 
substance prevention strategies.

Helena Van Voorst, UWAC 
executive director, and Jesse 
Brooks, the organization’s director 
of advocacy, stressed the 2021 
Youth Survey was designed to 
complement, rather than duplicate, 
the state’s Risk Behavior Survey. 
And United Way offi cials credited 
students for completing the 
assignment — which granted them 
complete anonymity.

“I was very impressed by 
participation from the schools,” 
Van Voorst said, adding the more 
than 1,000 responses makes the data 
“statistically relevant.”

It also helped that each of the 
three participating school districts 
(Addison Central, Addison 
Northwest and Mount Abraham) 
had a specifi c point person with 
whom UWAC could consult on the 

youth survey.
“They helped us fi gure out what 

would be the best approach,” 
Brooks said, noting the result ended 
up being an electronic, rather than 
paper, survey. 

Brooks explained the state’s Youth 
Risk Behavior Survey has been 
successful in collecting data on what 
substances youth are using or not 

using. But the UWAC 
survey goes a step 
further, gauging how 
students feel about 
drug use, which can 
set off some alarm 
bells about potential 
future use.

“That’s what we 
call ‘risk factors,’” 
Brooks said. “So 
while some students 
might not be using, 
their perceptions of 
harm, or of parental 
and peer acceptance 
does contribute to 

their risk factors. It raises their risk 
of substance use if they feel their 
parents are more permissive of their 
substance use, or if their peers are 
more accepting of (that use).”

Youth are also clearly weighing 
potential health impacts when 
considering substance use, Brooks 
noted.

“If their perceptions of harm 
are low for, let’s say alcohol and 
marijuana, they are more likely 
to use those things,” she said. “It 
doesn’t guarantee that they will; it 
just increases the likelihood.”

Here’s a sampling of the 2021 
UWAC Youth Survey results, which 
drew responses from 803 high 
school students and 273 middle 
school students:

• 93.4% of the 
responding high 
school students 
indicated they 
believe their parents 
think it’s very wrong 
for them to have 
one or two alcoholic 
beverages each day, 
while 92.6% of the 
responding middle 
school students 
agreed with that 
statement.

• 25.2% of high 
schoolers admitted 
to having at least 
one alcoholic drink 
during the past 30 
days, while 5.5% 
of middle schoolers 
admitted that level 
of use.

• 12.4% of high schoolers 
admitted to having vaped (use of 
an electronic cigarette) during the 
past 30 days, while 3.6% of middle 
schoolers admitted to that behavior.

• 8% of high schoolers admitted 
to having smoked marijuana “one or 
two times” during the past 30 days, 
while 1.8% of middle schoolers 
admitted to that behavior. 97.8% of 
middle school students reported no 
marijuana use during the past month, 
compared to 83% of responding 
high schoolers.

• 1.1% of high schoolers admitted 
to having used a prescription drug 
inappropriately “one or two times” 
during the past 30 days, while 0.4% 
of middle schoolers admitted to that 
behavior.

• Almost 50% of high schoolers 
reported having had zero 
conversations about the potential 
risks of alcohol or other drug use 
with a parent or caregiver during the 
past year. 52.7% of middle schoolers 

UWAC survey fi nds youth weighing impact of substance use

HELENA VAN 
VOORST

“What’s 
interesting is 
students reported 
a lower perception 
of harm and 
a higher level 
of parental 
acceptance and 
peer acceptance 
around marijuana 
use.”

— Jesse Brooks

gave that same answer.
The largest percentage of high 

school respondents hailed from 
MUHS (47.7%), while Mount Abe 
middle school (66.2%) students 
were the largest group of responders 
in that demographic.

Results from each of the three 
local school districts can be found 
at unitedwayaddisoncounty.org/
substance-prevention.
ASKING PARENTS

Knowing family dynamics 
can infl uence a youth’s decision 
making on substance use, UWAC 
has also been regularly surveying 
students’ parents. The most recent 
parent survey (last year) drew 135 
responses, compared to 148 the 
previous year. Here’s a sampling of 
some of the 2021 results:

• 40.2% of responding parents 
reported having discussed “many 
times,” during the past year, the 
dangers of riding in a vehicle 
driven by someone who had been 
drinking alcohol. 37.5% reported 
having had the same discussion 
regarding marijuana use during the 
past year. 26.5% claimed to have 
had the same conversation with their 
children about being a passenger in a 
vehicle driven by someone under the 
infl uence of marijuana.

• 35.6% of parents reported 
discussing the dangers of alcohol 
use “a few times” during the past 12 
months. 37.5% reported having had 
that discussion regarding marijuana 
during the past year. More than 90% 
of parents reported having discussed 
the dangers of alcohol use with their 
children at least once in the past year.

One can clearly see that students 
and parents aren’t on the same page 
in terms of frequency of substance 
use discussions.

• 52.6% of responding parents 
“strongly disagreed” with the 
statement that it’s OK for teens 
to use marijuana or cannabis 
occasionally, while 9.3% agreed 
with that statement.

The United Way is sharing its 

survey results with its partner 
nonprofi ts, a group called Partners 
Educating and Empowering 
Prevention for Success (PEEPS), 
state and federal offi cials, and 
anyone else interested in the stats. 
Brooks and Van Voorst promised 
additional surveys during the coming 
years, at least as long as federal grant 
funding holds.

Did the survey offer any surprises 
to UWAC offi cials?

Not really, but the responses will 
guide Brooks in putting together 
substance use programming for 
local teens and families.

“I think what’s interesting is 
students reported a lower perception 
of harm and a higher level of parental 
acceptance and peer acceptance 
around marijuana use,” she said. 
“That’s relevant to us. It certainly 
makes our (federal) grants relevant, 
because they target alcohol and 
marijuana, and informs us on what 
information we need to put out.”

Brooks acknowledged Vermont’s 
recent pattern of decriminalizing, 
legalizing and commercializing 
marijuana and cannabis. She 
believes that’s OK for adults who 
want the choice of using such 
substances, but it spurs the question 
of “how to protect the populations 
that shouldn’t be using these things. 
How do we get information to 
parents to help them have good 
conversations?”

United Way has several 
programs targeting substance use 
disorder, one of which supplies 
information to parents so they can 
be more comfortable and effective 
in discussing substance abuse issues 
with their teens, and another that 
promotes healthy activities for youth 
and empowers them to make good 
decisions.

Van Voorst is confi dent UWAC’s 
prevention programming will pay 
long- and short-term dividends.

“The reason we’re really focusing 

on reducing substance use is we, in 
working with our funded partners, 
hear that the needs of the people 
they serve are made more complex 
by substance use disorder,” she said. 
“It’s a challenge they’re working 
through every day with the people 
they serve. If we can reduce youth 
rates as our children grow into 
adults, we will see improved health 
education and fi nancial stability — 
which is what our whole mission is 
here.”

Reporter John Flowers is 
at johnf@addisonindependent.com.

of high 
schoolers 

admitted to having at least 
one alcoholic drink during 
the past 30 days, while 
5.5% of middle schoolers 
admitted that level of use.

25.2%
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Around
the

bend
By Jessie Raymond

I have always loved the saying “From each 
according to their ability, to each according to 
their need.” Although often attributed to Karl 
Marx, slightly different variants of the slogan were 
common among French Socialists and Utopian 
thinkers. Some scholars even trace the phrase to the 
New Testament, in Acts of the Apostles, which says 
“distribution was made unto every man according as 
he had need.”

This sentiment guides a program 
we started at our yoga studio in 
Middlebury, one we hope will 
be replicated at healing spaces 
everywhere. The Yoga Equity 
Project seeks to provide the physical, 
emotional and spiritual benefi ts of 
yoga and meditation to everyone, by 
addressing the inequalities that keep 
some people from accessing yoga 
spaces. It’s no great mystery why yoga studios tend 
to be full of people from similar racial and economic 
backgrounds. To take part in a typical yoga class, 
not only do you need money for the class fee, but 
you also need a free couple of hours, childcare if 
you have kids, and transportation to the studio. It’s 
no wonder most yoga classes are primarily attended 
by whiter, wealthier people.

And spaces that are fi lled with mostly white 
people are not usually welcoming spaces to People 
of the Global Majority (this is another way to say 
people of color; I really like it). Why is this and what 
can be done about it? Let’s come back to these two 
questions in a moment, Gentle Reader.

So we have named two problems here, the barriers 

that prevent many students from attending yoga 
classes, and the lack of a welcoming, inclusive 
environment in existing yoga spaces.

Our Yoga Equity Project aims to dismantle these 
barriers by offering classes that are by and for People 
of the Global Majority, and by paying students to 
attend class. You read that right, Black and Brown 
students receive a $25 stipend for every yoga class 

they attend. When we fi rst 
began offering these BIPOC-
only classes, we advertised 
them with a fl yer that said 
“Get Paid To Relax.” Our fi rst 
session was fully enrolled in 
four hours. The current Yoga 
Equity Project class takes place 
on Zoom, and is attended by 
folks all over Vermont. 

I think of the stipend for 
attending class as a little “wind at your back,” 
helping students receive a nurturing experience 
for body and mind. Black and Brown Vermonters 
experience a lot of everyday stressors that diminish 
wellness and joy. Things like being more likely to 
be pulled over while driving, getting followed in 
stores, and even having racial slurs shouted at them 
from passing cars. These acts of racial aggression 
land on top of existing burdens like student debt and 
housing insecurity. And of course for undocumented 
Vermonters, the fear of deportation is an additional 
constant stressor. 

As a white Vermonter who is lucky and privileged 
to be a small business owner, I am looking for ways 

By Joanna
Colwell

Ways of
Seeing

These are the times that try humor columnists’ souls.
I remember this happening two years ago, too. I 

was prattling on, probably about my vacuum cleaner 
or how it’s still, you know, really cold out. Important 
things. And then we got hit with a pandemic.

Talk about a buzz kill.
Suddenly, writing about the worst parts of my life 

— “Mark still hasn’t fi nished my pantry” — seemed 
inappropriate. Businesses shut 
down. People were getting sick and 
dying. There was no toilet paper. 

I worried that the glib ramblings 
of a woman who was happily 
working from home wouldn’t 
resonate with readers struggling to 
keep their jobs or teach their kids 
at the kitchen table. I considered 
skipping the column for a few 
weeks, just until the pandemic was 
over. (“A few weeks,” we were 
saying in March 2020. Weren’t we adorable?)

Since then, not only has the pandemic stuck around, 
but we’ve had climate catastrophes, civil rights 
atrocities and political strife, none of which, in my 
opinion, puts people in the mood to read about my new 
kitchen sink.

I’ve persevered, under my editor’s assurance that 
readers want an escape; they look forward to the vapid 
musings of a middle-aged near-recluse to take their 
minds off the bad news of the world. 

But for every reader who says, “Wow, thank 
goodness I got to focus on that time Jessie bought a 
radiator to distract me from how humanity is doomed,” 
I bet there’s another going, “Lady, read the room.” 

And now, Vladimir Putin has invaded Ukraine. 
At the moment, it feels a bit tone-deaf to waste 

column-inches refl ecting on my personal struggles. 
For instance, in February in my car, I was taking off 

my N95 mask when the elastic 
got tangled in my hair, pulled out 
an earring and fl ung my glasses 
into the back seat. In my fl ailing, I 
almost asphyxiated myself with my 
scarf, which had somehow gotten 
entwined in my seatbelt. 

Sure, it was a big deal to me 
(though not, apparently, to the 
people walking by my car, who 
registered only mild amusement and 
kept walking). But in comparison 

to current events, was it really a crisis? 
Just because I’m self-absorbed doesn’t mean I’m 

not aware of, or affected by, what’s going on in the 
world. Last week, a friend and I were discussing 
climate change, which is accelerating exponentially 
but is still unreal enough here in Vermont that we try 
not to let it be a bummer.

“Yes, it’s an existential threat,” I told her. “But it’s 
so abstract. A real existential threat would be one that 

I just wanted to say how 
much I appreciate the support 
that our community gave me on 
Town Meeting Day. I will do my 
very best to be an energetic and 
effective member of the Library 
Board of Trustees during my term.

Thanks so much!
Steve Gross
Middlebury

Input sought on 
rejected budget

We admit that Town Meeting 
Day’s budget vote results (Slate 
Valley school budget defeated) hit 
us harder than others. Here in Slate 
Valley, we have seen defeats over 
the decades, and we have always 
overcome them. We feel that the 
budget presented to taxpayers 
was more than responsible and 
reasonable, but the taxpayers 
ultimately did not feel that way. 
We need to understand why. It 
represented a substantial tax 
decrease, from 2% to 10%, and 
was less than the budget three 
years ago.

As a district, we have truly 
embraced the philosophy of 
Act 46 to contain costs, develop 
effi ciencies, increase opportunities 
and address long-overdue issues 
like deferred maintenance.

We are at a crossroads now. 
We are dealing with increasing 
mental health issues and societal 
issues that are spilling over into 
the school district. The schools 
provide afterschool care, free 
breakfast, and lunch, mental health 
supports, telemedicine, food for 
families on weekends/vacations, 
etc. This all comes at a cost. This 
cost was not part of our budget 10 
or even 20 years ago.

We are near the bottom for 
per-pupil spending in the state 
and second from the bottom in 
Rutland County. Contrary to 
belief, the municipal tax rates 
drive the tax bills in our area. Fair 
Haven, for example, has the 2nd 
highest municipal tax rate in the 
county and the lowest homestead 
education tax rate according to the 
Vermont Department of Taxes in 
2021. The issue is not the school 
tax rate.

As a Slate Valley community, 
the day has come that we need to 
decide what learning experiences 
or outcomes we want for our 
students. How do we create 
educational experiences, so we 
become the jewel of Addison and 
Rutland counties?

Is it possible we might not have 
much to vote on if we continue 
to eliminate positions and defer 
infrastructure maintenance? What 
future do we want for Slate Valley?

We invite you to participate in 
board meetings and our upcoming 
strategic planning process that will 
be advertised soon. We need to 
work together for a shared vision 
for Slate Valley.

Timothy Smith
Slate Valley Board Chair

Brooke Olsen-Farrell
Slate Valley Superintendent

Glen Cousineau of Orwell
Slate Valley Finance 

Committee Chair

Onward, upward 
in the ACSD

Dear ACSD Community, 
Thanks to our community for 

supporting our fi scal year 2023 
Addison Central School District 
budget! This budget enables us to 
continue to support our students 
in the many ways that ACSD staff 
do, and to respond to the growing 
impacts the pandemic has had on 
our community.

We’d also like to thank 
outgoing board members Mary 
Cullinane, Betty Kafumbe, Amy 
McGlashan, and Lorraine Morse 
for their years of devoted service, 
and welcome new board members 
Brian Bauer, Joanna Doria, Jamie 
McCallum, and Steve Orzech to 
the ACSD Board. Chip Malcolm 
is continuing in another three-year 
term.

Despite the challenges of 
the last two years, our ACSD 
community has been bolstered 
and uplifted by our teachers, staff, 
students, and community. Our 

Tim-berrr!
JACK NAULT OF Sargent’s Tree Service in Lincoln knocks down a log as he cuts a tree on 

Burnham Drive in Middlebury last Friday. The three-man crew, led by Brett Sargent, cleared about 
a dozen trees from around Marc and Casey McDonough’s home to allow more sunlight to reach 
newly installed solar panels on the roof of their house.

Independent photo/Steve James

No doubt, Russian President Vladimir Putin’s brutal invasion of Ukraine 
presents complex and fraught choices for America, NATO and our western 
allies. His sudden invasion and willingness to bomb civilian targets caught 
much of the world by surprise — even though President Biden rightly 
telegraphed to the world an invasion was imminent.

What wasn’t known was the fi erce resistance of Ukraine’s military, the 
fi ghting will of its people and how they and their president would rally the 
world to their defense. Nor did the world know of the ineffectiveness — in 
these early days of the invasion — of Russia’s military. 

Two weeks into this war, what seems clear is that it could well be a 
drawn-out affair with high casualties on both sides, along with the death of 
thousands of civilians and the wanton destruction of many Ukrainian cities. 
Everyone is desperate for a way out of such devastation — except, pundits 
are quick to say, Putin. 

Putin, they reason, has too much at stake to withdraw short of Ukraine’s 
defeat, or in terms that Russia could claim its goals of the invasion were 
met.

“In the coming weeks it will become more and more obvious that our 
biggest problem with Putin in Ukraine is that he will refuse to lose early 
and small, and the only other outcome is that he will lose big and late,” 
writes New York Times columnist Thomas Friedman. “But because this is 
solely his war and he cannot admit defeat, he could keep doubling down in 
Ukraine until… until he contemplates using a nuclear weapon.”

It’s a thought, Friedman says, that terrifi es him, but he goes on to say he 
doesn’t see how Putin can “win” in Ukraine in any sustainable way; that the 
hatred of him and Russia among Ukrainians will make it nearly impossible 
to control a nation of 40-plus million people for any length of time. And 
as long as Russia occupies Ukraine and the West’s sanctions are in place, 
Russia’s economy will remain severely crippled. It is, in short, a no-win 
scenario for Putin. In that view of things, further devastation is Putin’s only 
way to save face, to show he (and Russia) are strong.

Many political and military analysts share Friedman’s perspective. The 
majority agrees that to confront Putin directly could prompt Russia’s use 
of tactical nuclear weapons, a cataclysmic outcome that must be avoided 
at all costs. 

Certainly, that’s the safe way forward. 
But is it the West’s best response? 
There are reasons to think not. First, it’s highly doubtful Putin will 

withdraw without being forced to; second, as a matter of strategy, stating 
upfront that military options are off the table for the West negates any 
effective short-term response. If the stance of NATO and western allies 
is to never engage aggressors with military force when they invade an 
independent country (outside of the NATO alliance) without provocation, 
then economic sanctions are an aggressor’s only fear of reprisal. The West’s 
economic sanctions are impressive and will be effective long-term against 
Russia, but at what cost to Ukraine or to others in Ukraine’s place?

And why is Putin able to dictate the terms of engagement; that he alone is 
able to draw lines in the sand by which the West cannot cross? 

Putin broke the rules of détente that prevailed these past 75 years, Today, 
the West should respond by reframing the terms of engagement. Along with 
economic sanctions, the West should let Putin know it will be implementing 
defensive military measures, and make clear to the world these are not 
meant to be declarations of war. (Seize the media and make the case.)

The West could make clear, for example, they will be protecting Ukraine’s 
remaining nuclear power plants with international forces to prevent damage 
to the plants (and catastrophic loss of life and environmental harm) in the 
event they came under attack. The West could draw a line a respectable 
distance east of Odessa to say its intent was not to allow Russian forces to 
advance further west, so as to keep at least one Ukrainian port to the Black 
Sea open for Ukraine. It could, and should, take Poland up on its offer to 
supply Ukraine with military jets to make control of Ukraine’s air space a 
fairer fi ght. (It was a mistake to stop that action. Little difference to give 
Ukraine tanks and missiles to shoot down aircraft, but suddenly draw the 
line at not providing jets only because Putin said not to.)

Putin may consider each of those actions to be declarations of war, but 
then again, he has already said the economic sanctions are “declarations of 
war” — to no worse effect. Furthermore, each of these responses would 
be a concrete step that Putin can choose to accept and avoid confl ict with 
the West. These are the West’s lines in the sand by which Putin should not 
cross lest he starts a nuclear war. That angst needs to be his. These military 
responses defi nitely raise the stakes; they create high risk. But there is also 
risk in not doing enough and, from a military perspective, it’s clear we’re 
not doing enough, soon enough for Ukraine. 

Modest military action by the West forces Putin to recognize his military 
victory isn’t assured and gives him a way to save face as a man of reason. 

He could claim his goals were mostly achieved, but that his intent is not 
to start a nuclear war. He could be seen as the one who makes the rational 
choice when the world was at the brink. Part of the package could be the 
West agrees not to stage NATO troops in the Ukraine for the next decade, 
while also keeping open the possibility of selling them weapons, which 
allows them to rebuild a Ukrainian military, as they surely would. 

Much else would need to be negotiated (including the withdrawal of 
Russian forces), of course, but the fi rst step is getting Putin to recognize the 
smart move is to cut his losses. He can’t do that and save face, unless he is 
forced to by a military greater than Ukraine’s.

Angelo Lynn

Editor’s disclaimer: I have no particular insight to make these comments. 
I’m certainly no military analyst. There are many good reasons not to 
pursue any action that might prompt the deployment of tactical nuclear 
weapons. But I’m frustrated by these events, and fi nd it unfathomable that 
the world would stand idle and watch a nation fall — and all the death that 
implies — when it h as the means to say no.. 
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New Haven, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

Mike and Helen Hanley – New Haven, VT

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

Bristol Electronics designed and installed a photovoltaic system on our house 
in New Haven.

We could not be more pleased with the staff and the installation of our 
system.

Right from the start we understood what we were buying and what the 
installation process was about. The staff filled out all the necessary paperwork 
required by Green Mountain Power and the State of Vermont. This in itself 
made our experience with Bristol Electronics an easy and pleasant one.

The installation was professional and clean. The service did not end with 
installation. We were contacted to insure that everything was satisfactory and if 
we had any questions.

We highly recommend Bristol Electronics.

Our nurse Ann Gibbons provides caring
support to elders and families.

Worried about an older loved one?
We have the help you need.

Your Partner
in Eldercare

Elderly Services
Supporting Elders and Families since 1981

112 Exchange St., Midd., Vt.  |  802-388-3983
www.elderlyservices.org

endangers our survival right now.”
And don’t you know, the next 

day Putin vowed nuclear strikes 
against any country that tried to 
stop his efforts to occupy Ukraine 
or, failing that, to level it and wipe 
its citizens off the face of the earth.

I saw “The Day After” in 1983 
and wasn’t right for weeks. Now, 
almost 40 years later, hearing 
newscasters use phrases like 
“mutually assured destruction,” 
my inner 15-year-old wants to 
crawl into bed, watch MTV videos 
and eat Pop-Tarts until I fall into 
a fi tful slumber. It’s hard to come 

up with quips about my cat while 
panicking about the possibility of 
imminent nuclear annihilation. 

Despite my misgivings, 
however, I’m not quitting the 
column. As long as I have a 
husband to complain about and a 
garden to neglect, I’ll keep writing. 
But maybe I need to start fi nding 
humor in the big issues, too.

To that end, I’ve been working 
on rib-tickling outlines for several 
potential disasters: a plague of 
locusts, an alien invasion, a global 
fi nancial collapse triggered by 
the failure of cryptocurrency. 
(Heads up: I still don’t get what 

cryptocurrency is, so that column 
probably won’t be very funny.)

I’ve even prewritten an entire 
column in the event that a giant 
meteor comes hurtling directly 
toward earth to destroy humanity. 
In case you’re busy that week — 
cancelling dentist appointments 
and whatnot — and don’t have 
time to read the paper, just know 
that I’m planning to end it with, 
“That’ll teach me to buy green 
bananas.”

It may not sound that funny right 
now, but if a meteor ever is about 
to wipe us out, you might be glad 
for the laugh.

Jessie
(Continued from Page 4A)

Letters to the Editor

School board elections had broad implications
We want to thank our 

community for the overwhelming 
support on election day, and we 
look forward to serving on the 
ACSD School Board. It’s a task 
we take very seriously, and we’re 
excited to work with the full board 
and those throughout our various 
towns, including, of course, those 
who didn’t vote for us.

We’d also like to clarify our 
reasons for running in the fi rst 
place. Many people saw this 
election as a referendum on 
rural school closures. This is 
understandable, given the board’s 
contentious focus over the last few 
years on consolidating the district, 
and the fact that both of us live in 
towns — Ripton and Weybridge 
— that have been critical of that 
approach. 

The election, however, was 
about so much more. The vote 
totals suggest that we likely won 
the majority of Middlebury voters. 
We know many of those voters 
oppose the current consolidation 
model, but they’re perhaps even 

more concerned with poor school 
governance at MUMS and the 
viability of the IB curriculum, 
especially in the diploma program. 
The board has made decisions in 
haste, ignoring key stakeholders 
and voices of opposition, that 
have had serious consequences. In 
other words, seeing this election as 
fundamentally about the viability 
of rural schools ignores the much-
needed attention to the schools in 
Middlebury, too. 

This election was a referendum 
on the process by which the 
board conducts its business. The 
polls signaled broad support for 
a more deliberative board that 
listens to teachers, other education 
professionals, and families — no 
matter where they live in the 
district. In fact, we hope it’s a step 
toward building a bridge between 
Middlebury and the more rural 
towns’ schools. 

Our schools require both 
immediate attention and a long-
term vision for stability. In 
general, recovering from the 

trauma of the pandemic means that 
we should pay special attention to 
emotional and social learning in 
all our schools, including adding 
extra supports where they’re 
currently lacking. Some of our 
schools are understaffed and 
underfunded, and others suffer 
from excessive teacher turnover. 
We must prioritize solving these 
problems to ensure that every 
student is in a classroom with a 
teacher who can devote their full 
attention to that class. In the long 
run, the work ahead also requires 
that we address the root causes of 
our budget crisis, including rising 
healthcare costs.

In many ways, moving forward 
as a board requires slowing down, 
evaluating the changes that we 
made during the pandemic, and 
planning out a more cautious 
future. We’re grateful for the 
opportunity to contribute to that 
process, and we look forward to 
serving our varied communities.  

Joanna Doria, Ripton
Jamie McCallum, Weybridge

Editor’s note: This is Part 2 
of a commentary. See Part 1 in 
last week’s Independent and on 
addisonindependent.com.

If meeting the demands of the 
climate crisis were just a matter 
of making numbers work out on 
a spreadsheet, Vermont would be 
in great shape. But unfortunately, 
it’s a matter of actually reducing 
our greenhouse gas emissions 
and preserving our ecosystems. 
To understand how Vermont’s 
environmental standards work, 
and how we can improve them, we 
need to take a closer look at the way 
they quantify the environmental 
effects of different energy sources.

Utilities and regulators keep 
track of the production and 
consumption of renewable energy 
through a system of Renewable 
Energy Credits, or RECs. The 
proposed Clean Heat Standard 
would require a comparable 
system of “Clean Heat Credits” in 
order to function. These systems 
are necessary for our energy 
accounting, but they also allow 
for misleading claims about how 
clean our energy actually is.

RECs are certifi cates that 
correspond to amounts of 
renewable energy: one REC 
is “created” when 1 megawatt 
hour of energy is produced from 
a renewable source. When that 
energy is consumed, the REC 
is “retired,” or taken out of 
circulation. A utility complies with 
the Renewable Energy Standard 
by “retiring” a suffi cient number 
of RECs per year, demonstrating 
that the energy it provided to 
consumers was generated from 
renewable sources.

Energy credits can also be 
bought and sold as separate 
commodities. (When this 
happens with RECs, the REC is 
said to be “unbundled” from its 
corresponding unit of renewable 
energy; what is being bought 
and sold are the “environmental 
attributes” of the energy, rather 
than the energy itself.) This allows 
utilities to offset their distribution 
of fossil fuel energy through 
the supplemental purchase and 
retirement of RECs.

In theory, credit systems ensure 
that standards are met, incentivize 

the use of renewable energy, and 
keep consumer costs as low as 
possible. But they can also act 
as a disincentive for 
utilities and suppliers 
to provide energy 
from genuinely clean 
and emissions-free 
sources. Here are two 
examples:

1. Some of 
Vermont’s supply of 
“renewable natural 
gas” comes from 
biomethane recovered 
from a wastewater treatment plant 
in Iowa. But the reality is more 
complicated. If permitted by a 
Clean Heat Standard, the utility 
could purchase this biomethane, 
use its “environmental attributes” 
to comply with the standard, 
then sell the gas and replace it 
with fracked gas from a hub in 
Ontario. This gas, rather than the 
biomethane, would be supplied to 
Vermont consumers.

2. Because Hydro-Québec is 
considered a renewable energy 
source by the state, Green 
Mountain Power can meet most 
requirements of the Renewable 
Energy Standard by buying and 
retiring the RECs generated 
from Hydro-Québec alone. 
This allows it to sell (at a profi t) 
the renewable energy credits it 
generates or acquires from in-state 
solar and wind production to 
other, out-of-state utilities (who 
use them to meet their own state 
requirements). In this example, 
the sale of unbundled RECs means 
that the electricity GMP ends up 
providing to its customers isn’t 
generated from solar or wind at all: 
the utility has forfeited the right to 
make that claim when it sold those 
credits.

If it’s permitted, and cost-
effective, to meet environmental 
standards by purchasing renewable 
energy credits but delivering 
non-renewable energy, then 
utilities have no reason to invest 
in genuine renewable energy at 
all. We’re stuck with a textbook 
case of “greenwashing,” where 
the language of environmental 
responsibility is used to obscure 
environmentally damaging 
practices.

If we’re serious about climate 
change mitigation, we need to 
begin by honestly accounting for 

the environmental 
impact of large-scale 
hydropower from 
H y d r o - Q u é b e c . 
Treating this energy 
as renewable is an 
abuse of the term 
that borders on 
fraud. Luckily, the 
Renewable Energy 
Standard already 
includes a structure 

for differentiating between 
different categories of renewables. 
We need to adjust the rules of 
compliance such that utilities 
move away from a reliance on out-
of-state hydropower, and toward 
achieving resiliency through 
in-state energy production (using 
provably cleaner and emissions-
free renewables like solar and 
wind energy.)

Likewise, if we want to make 
genuine progress on cleaning 
up our heating fuel supply, we 
can’t play word games with 
the defi nition of “clean.” More 
progress can be made toward 
reducing the environmental impact 
(and costs) of heating by investing 
in weatherization than by investing 
in biofuel and renewable natural 
gas.

As with other fi nancial products, 
Renewable Energy Credits (and 
proposed Clean Heat Credits) need 
proper regulation. It’s of doubtful 
wisdom to let environmental 
credits from large-scale 
hydropower, biofuel, or renewable 
natural gas allow Vermont utilities 
and fuel providers to comply 
with state standards. Ultimately, 
we should rule out the sale of 
unbundled RECs and Clean Heat 
Credits altogether on the grounds 
that they make greenwashing far 
too easy.

Environmental Standards are 
hard, complicated things to get 
right: they require us to balance 
short- and long-term objectives, 
weigh aspirations against realities, 
and consider the needs of 
everyone they affect. But we do 
ourselves and our descendants no 
favors when we misrepresent what 
they’re actually achieving. 

Word games can’t fi x climate

Community
 Forum

This week’s writer 
is Roger White, 
an artist, teacher 
and volunteer 
with 350VT from 
Middlebury.

We have room in our schools, can we share it?

(See Benn letter, Page 8A)

I went to see “Human Flow,” 
Ai Weiwei’s moving and 
heartbreaking documentary about 
the global refugee crisis. It showed 
families fl eeing from desperate 
situations such as war, ethnic 
cleansing, poverty, and loss of 
ability to sustain themselves from 
the land due to climate change. 
Many thousands of people are now 
living in hopeless situations in 
refugee camps, some for as long 
as 25 years. Thousands of children 
have never been to school.

Here we are in Addison County 
faced with declining student 
enrollment and possible closing of 
local schools, which are the heart 
of our small town communities. 
Obviously, it isn’t feasible or 
practical to think that we could 
bring many families from across 
the world to live here and attend 
our schools. But what about the 

migrant workers who are already 
here? They work on our local 
farms, milk the cows, and produce 

our food. They are good workers 
doing work that local people don’t 

Just about everyone knows that 
the library offers programs; in 
fact, after “books,” I think that’s 
probably what we’re known for 
best. But the breadth and depth 
of the programs offered might 
surprise you, and today I’m going 
to talk about a relatively recent 
library program: 
Books on Sticks.

Books on Sticks 
places a children’s 
story (in the form 
of a book unbound, 
laminated, and 
attached to stakes) 
along a walking 
route. Children and 
their caretakers read 
the story one page 
at a time as they 
walk along. During 
the early days of the 
pandemic, we knew 
children were missing 
the library, and we 
wanted to offer them 
an opportunity to 
stretch their legs and minds in a 
safe, socially distanced way. So 
our fabulous librarians Tricia and 
Renee reached out to the Marble 
Works and received permission 
to install Books on Sticks at 
Riverfront Park.

It was an instant hit! We quickly 
expanded the program to include 

a second location at Harrow 
Way (thank you, Harrow Way 
neighbors)! The books are updated 
every two weeks, so children and 
their caretakers keep coming back 
for new stories. The benefi ts for 
children are numerous: They’re 
outside, moving their bodies, 

building early literacy 
skills in a real-life 
setting, while having 
a positive social 
experience with a 
caregiver. 

But the benefi ts 
extend far beyond 
the children. We’ve 
heard from many 
parents, grandparents 
and adults that they 
enjoy this activity 
themselves. Books 
on Sticks has been 
incorporated into 
family routines, 
providing structure 
and security during the 
upheaval of COVID. 

Because the activity is outside and 
available 24/7, caregivers are able 
to attend with their children at any 
time that works for their schedule 
(this is particularly nice for people 
who work full-time and tend to 
miss out on attending other library 
programs, like Storytime, with 
their children).

Books on Sticks also benefi ts 
local daycare centers and schools; 
it’s been incorporated into 
curricula in educational facilities 
around Middlebury. If we zoom 
out further, we can see that 
Books on Sticks is contributing to 
Middlebury’s vibrancy, drawing 
people into the downtown area and 
providing a cultural experience. 
In 2021, the library displayed 46 
books. If about 50 people viewed 
each book (a conservative estimate, 
given that each book is up for two 
weeks) that means over 2,300 
people participated in this activity, 
enjoying downtown Middlebury 
and its cultural offerings.

Creative placemaking happens 
when arts, culture and design are 
used to bring new attention to 
community assets or inject new 
energy and resources into a specifi c 
place. One of the big themes I took 
away from the Downtown Master 
Plan is that “The [Middlebury] 
community has expressed a strong 
desire to expand the offering of 
downtown events, programs and 
gathering places even more.” Ilsley 
Public Library is well positioned 
to support this goal and is already 
strengthening our community 
with programs, both within and 
outside the library’s walls. We look 
forward to bringing more Books on 
Sticks to Middlebury this spring!

Take a journey with Books on Sticks

By JULIE BERG
Throughout the seasons, I often 

look out my kitchen window 
and see neighbors wandering up 
Harrow Way as they read the most 
recent children’s book on wooden 
stakes. With my house on a little 
hill at the top of the street, I have 
a special perch that provides me 

with a view of these Books on 
Sticks from Ilsley Public Library. 
I’m a reading teacher at Mary 
Hogan School, which causes me to 
pause and take notice when a mom 
and small child (along with their 
leashed dog) take the time to study 
the illustrations, read aloud, maybe 
even laugh or have an extended 

conversation about the story. 
Educational research supports 

the importance of reading aloud 
to our children: Children learn 
the rhythm, variety of words, and 
beauty of our language through 
hearing stories. Reading aloud also 
increases grammar, vocabulary, 

Reading in public helps in many ways

(See Books on sticks, Page 8A)

Building
the Library

of the Future
By Dana Hart, Ilsley 
Public Library Director
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BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
802-453-2301

VERGENNES
802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Dra� ing  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operatedFamily owned and operated
Addison county’s ONLY full ONLY full ONLY

service monument companyservice monument company

C LEGGS 
M E MORIALS

BARRE 
GRANITE

ASSOCIATION
RETAIL

MEMBER

In memory of
Gayna Browne

11.10.23 — 3.8.11

With all our love,
Bonnie, Ronnie, Patrick, Carroll, 
Lori, Terri, Michael, & Rachel

If roses grow in Heaven
Lord, please pick a bunch for us.
Place them in our Mother’s arms
and tell her they’re from us.

Tell her that we love her and miss her,
and when she turns to smile,
place a kiss upon her cheek
and hold her for a while.

Because remembering her is easy,
we do it every day,
but there’s an ache within our heart
for we are missing her today.

A Celebration of Life, for those left behind, helps those 
family members and friends with closure. Even though 

your loved one says “I just want to be cremated – no 
funeral,” they forget the Celebration of Life service is 

not for them, but for the ones left behind. A service is a 
healthy way to say good-bye.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home 
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT 

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Cremation
with a Service

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Frank F. Cousino, 84, Salisbury native
BARTON — Frank F. Cousino, 

84, passed away on Saturday, Feb. 
26, 2022, at Maple Lane Nursing 
Home in Barton. He was born on 
Aug. 3, 1937, in Salisbury, the 
son of Edmund and Georgiana 
(Shackett) Cousino.

His hobbies were refi nishing 
antiques. He owned his business 
with his son, Darwin.

Frank is survived by his wife, 
Sandra Sargent; daughter, Annette 
(Joe) Bennett; sons Frank (Karen) 
and Darwin (Kim) Cousino; 
stepson, Trent (Laura) Sargent; 
brother Bill Cousino; and sisters 
Pauline Gearwar and Constance 
(Jim) Cyr; sisters-in-law, Mary 
Cousino, Nancy Tanner and Shirly 
Haylette; as well as brothers-in-
law and sisters-in-law on Sandra’s 
side. He is also survived by nieces 
and nephews, nine grandchildren 

FRANK F. COUSINO

and 10 great-grandchildren, and 
Betty Cousino Lawson, who 
was part of the family. He was 

predeceased by his parents; fi rst 
wife, Barbara; son Thomas; 
grandson Jody Cousino; sisters 
Elaine Kimball, Tootsie LaFrance, 
Betty Gruthie, Ellen McCormack, 
and  Joanne Brown; and brothers 
James and  Edmund.

Funeral services were held at 
11 a.m. on Monday, Feb. 28, at 
Brown-McClay Funeral Home in 
Bristol. Interment will be at St. 
Joseph Cemetery in Bristol at a 
later date.

In lieu of fl owers, contributions 
may be made to Maple Lane 
Nursing, 60 Maple Lane, Barton, 
VT 05822 or Alzheimer’s 
Association, Vermont Chapter, 75 
Talcott Rd, Suite 40, Williston, VT 
05495.

To send online condolences 
to his family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

SHELDON — Averill June 
(Moore) Heald, a lifelong St. 
Albans-area resident, passed away 
peacefully on Friday, March 4, 
2022, in Eastview at Middlebury 
with family at her side.

Born in Morrisville, Vt., on Oct. 
24, 1936, she was the daughter 
of the late Donald L. and Eloise 
(Tewksbury) Moore. Averill was 85 
years old.

Averill married the love of her 
life, Arthur A. Heald, on Aug. 5, 
1956, at St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church in St. Albans, Vt. They 
were married for 64 years when he 
passed away in Oct., 2020.

Averill was a 1955 graduate 
of Bellows Free Academy in St. 
Albans, where she was a delegate 
to Girls State and then elected to 
Girls Nation representing Vermont 
in Washington, D.C., where she 
achieved recognition.  She was 
selected to the Class of 1955 
Leadership Training Course, 
Student Council, and one of two 
representatives for Allied Youth at 
Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 

Averill thrived on making 
connections with others: She was 
a 4-H Leader and very active 
with the Young People’s Farm 
Bureau; Home Demonstration; 
Eastern Stars; and along with Art, 
a charter member of the Vermont 
Association for Children with 
Learning Disabilities.

Averill believed in being a 
lifelong learner and pursued her 
love of Art History at Trinity 
College and University of Vermont. 

AVERILL JUNE HEALD

She was a talented artist with water 
and oil painting, sketching, quilting, 
designing clothes and knitting, and 
above all a devoted mom with 
unconditional love for her four 
children. She was a beloved aunt to 
her nieces and nephews and adored 
by her grandchildren. 

Averill, with her beautiful smile, 
enjoyed being spontaneous whether 
going camping, fi shing, swimming 
or baking bread before dawn. She 
was resilient and an advocate for her 
disabled son, believing that children 
were a gift from God. Averill and 
Art were longtime members of St. 
Paul’s United Methodist Church, 
where she served as a lay leader.

Survivors include her children: 
Randall Heald and his wife, 
Dawn of South Burlington, Faith 
Scaramucci and her husband, Paul 

of Middlebury, and Arthur Heald, 
Jr. of Sheldon; brothers and sisters-
in-law, Ellsworth and Lynn Moore, 
Carroll and Lora Moore, Judith 
and Patrick Luneau; grandchildren, 
James Angell and partner Barb 
Roscoe, Derek and Ashley Heald, 
Logan Heald, Luke Heald and 
fi ancé, Rachael Hardy, Ryan 
Heald and partner Taylor Wells, 
Maya Scaramucci and partner, 
John Dunn, Matthew Scaramucci, 
Thomas and Katie Dunn, Patrick 
Dunn and partner, Lyndsey Wells; 
great-grandchildren Aubrey Heald, 
Declan Heald, Maverick Heald, 
Abel Bilodeau; and several beloved 
nieces and nephews, cousins and 
friends.

Averill is predeceased by her 
husband, Art; her brother, Dwane 
Moore; her son, Glen Heald; her 
sister-in-law, Beverly Sodaro; and 
brother-in-law, Gary Sodaro.

There will be calling hours open 
to the public at the Heald Funeral 
Home, 87 South Main Street, St. 
Albans on Saturday, March 12, 
from 12:30-2:30 p.m., followed 
by a private family service, with 
her brother, The Reverend Carroll 
Moore, offi ciating.

Averill requested the memorials 
be made to the Glen Heald 
Scholarship Fund, ℅ Faith 
Scaramucci, 668 East Munger 
Street, Middlebury, VT 05753.

Assisting Averill’s family 
is the Heald Funeral Home, 
where messages of condolence 
are welcome at www.
healdfuneralhome.com.◊

Averill June Heald, 85, of Middlebury

VERGENNES — Glenn 
S. Kimball, 60, passed away 
unexpectedly on Wednesday, 
March 2, 2022, at Porter Medical 
Center in Middlebury.

He was born on March 7, 1961, 
in Middlebury, Vt., the son of 
Wayne and Janet (Barnes) Kimball.

Glenn is survived by his loving 
wife, Kelley, of Vergennes and their 
beloved dog, Bella. During their 32 
years together, they were the best 
of friends, who always appreciated 
each other. Their marriage was 
fi lled with kindness, respect and 
love. 

Glenn spent over 30 years 
working at Vermont Mechanical 
in Williston, Vt. During those 
years, Glenn assumed many roles, 
including senior project manager, 
estimator and department manager. 
He was an integral part of the 
company’s success over those 
years. Several years ago, Glenn 
decided it was time to turn his 

GLENN S. KIMBALL

long-time hobby of woodworking 
and cabinet making into a fulltime 
occupation and started his own 
business, Brothers Handyman 
Service, LLC. which he thoroughly 
enjoyed. He was always happy to 

help family, friends and customers. 
He was a “true shirt-off-your-back 
guy.”

In addition to his wife, Kelley, 
Glenn is also survived by his 
sons, Jason Kimball of Burlington 
and Joel (Crystal) Kimball of 
Burlington; his parents, Wayne 
and Janet Kimball of Waltham; 
his grandchildren, Celisse, Austin, 
Jasper and Jayden; his siblings, 
Robin (Robert) Rheaume of 
Stratford, N.H., Randall (Patricia) 
Kimball of Williston, Dea (Albert) 
Kimball of Forestdale, and Michele 
(Victor) Cyr of Ripton; as well 
as many aunts, uncles, cousins, 
nieces, nephews and friends. 

Visiting hours will be held on 
Friday, March 11, from 6 to 8 
p.m. at Brown-McClay Funeral 
Home, 48 S. Maple Street in 
Vergennes. A Mass of Christian 
burial will be celebrated at 11 
a.m. on Saturday, March 12, at 
St. Peter’s Catholic Church, 85 
S. Maple Street in Vergennes. In 
lieu of fl owers, contributions in 
Glenn’s memory may be made to 
the American Diabetes Association 
at www.diabetes.org. Glenn’s wife 
and family are asking everyone to 
please join us safely by wearing 
masks during the visiting hours and 
the Mass.

To send online condolences 
to his family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

Glenn S. Kimball, 60, of Vergennes

Mary Jane 
Broughton, 70,

of Cornwall

CORNWALL — Mary Jane 
Broughton, age 70, passed away 
Saturday evening, March 5, 2022, 
in Colchester.

A complete obituary will appear 
in a later edition of the Addison 
Independent.

LETTERS?
Email it to:

news@addisonindependent.com

Kathy Marie Stiffl er, 59, of Leicester
LEICESTER — Kathy Marie 

Stiffl er, age 59, passed away 
Wednesday, Feb. 23, 2022, at Helen 
Porter Health and Rehabilitation 
Center in Middlebury.

Kathy was born in Middlebury 
on July 10, 1962. She was the 
daughter of Ernest and Bonnie 
(Masterson) Lackard Jr. She grew 
up in Middlebury, where she 
received her education. May 24, 

1986, she married Tony Curtis 
Stiffl er in East Middlebury. They 
made their home in Ripton. Kathy 
worked for a while in the produce 
department at Hannaford’s in 
Middlebury. She enjoyed both her 
fl owers and veggie gardens.

She is survived by her brother, 
Danny Lackard and his wife 
Cathy of Leicester, with whom 
she made her home; brother John 

Lackard of Shoreham; and sister, 
Pam Randall of Bristol. Several 
nieces, nephews and cousins also 
survive her. She was predeceased 
by her parents and her husband, 
Tony Stiffl er.

A private memorial service will 
be held at a later date.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home in Brandon.◊

LINCOLN — Saunnie (Sargent) 
Jimmo, 76, passed away on 
Wednesday, March 2, 2022, at her 
home in Lincoln. She was born 
on June 2, 1945, in Middlebury, 
the daughter of Mae and Leslie 
Sargent.

She worked at Simmonds 
Precision for 50 years and loved 
her beagles and all dogs. She was 
known for her homemade baked 
beans and jerky. 

Saunnie is survived by her 
husband, Robert, and sons Butch 
and his wife Angie, Dan and Tim. 
She is also survived by brothers 
Stanley and Leslie “Junior,” 
and sister Barb Martell. She had 
several grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. 

Saunnie was predeceased by her 
parents and stepfather John Snider; 
siblings Vi, Bud, Charlie, Zeke, 
Raymond, Patsy, Donald, Nancy 

SAUNNIE  JIMMO

and  James; and daughter-in-law 
Cindy.

Services will be held at a later 
date. ◊

 Saunnie Jimmo, 76, of Lincoln  Doris Marie Aube 
Spaulding, 59,

formerly of 
Middlebury

ETHEL, Miss. — Doris Marie 
Aube Spaulding died Feb. 25, 
2022, in Ethel, Miss. 

She was born Aug. 8, 1962, to 
Loretta Agnes Aube and Rene 
Ephrem Aube of Middlebury, Vt. 
She graduated from Middlebury 
Union High School in 1980.

She is survived by her sister, 
Bernadette Flaraity of New 
Port Richey, Fla., and brothers 
Paul Anthony Aube, Vergennes, 
Vt.,  Stephen Conrad Aube, Key 
West, Fla., and Thomas Leonard 
Aube, Witherbee, N.Y. She was 
predeceased by her parents, Rene 
and Loretta Aube, and husband 
Edward Spaulding.

Phoebe Corriere Mason of 
Middlebury and Hunter O’Connor 
of Vergennes have been named to 
the honors list at Husson University 

Two local students have been 
named to the dean’s list for the fall 
2021 semester at Bates College in 
Lewiston, Maine: Livia Bernhardt
of Leicester and Amalia Herren-
Lage of Shoreham. This is a 
distinction earned by students 
whose grade point average is 3.92 
or higher.

Cedarville University student 
Georgianna Nop of Middlebury,  
majoring in Primary Education, 
was named to the dean’s honor 
list for fall 2021. This recognition 
requires the student to obtain a 3.75 
GPA or higher for the semester and 
carry a minimum of 12 credit hours.

Ele Sellers of Middlebury has 
been named to the Division 1 
Dream Dozen girls’ basketball 
team by the Vermont Basketball 
Coaches’ Association. An all-star 
game and ceremonies honoring 
the team will be held on Sunday, 
March 20, at 3 p.m., at CVU.

Middlebury Union High School 
junior Narges Anzali won fi rst 
prize for poetry in the fi rst annual 
Vermont High School Writing 
Contest, sponsored by the Northern 
Vermont University and the League 
of Vermont Writers. The winners 
in each category — fi ction, non-
fi ction, and poetry — were chosen 
from more than 120 entries from 
high school students in public and 
private schools as well as from 
home schoolers.

Anzali won with her poem “Iran/
Biography of a Town.” 

Three Vermont-based writers 
served as the poetry writing contest 

judges: Geof Hewitt, Kathleen 
McKinley Harris and Skye Jackson.

Anzali will receive a $500 cash 
prize, as well as the opportunity to 
publish her work in NVU’s Green 
Mountains Review and the League 
of Vermont Writers’ League Lines. 
She will also receive a one-year 
membership in the League of 
Vermont Writers, through which 
she will have the opportunity to 
read her winning entry to other 
Vermont writers.

in Bangor, Maine. Students who 
make the  list must be enrolled as 
an undergraduate student, carry a 
full-time load of 12 credit hours, 
complete all attempted courses in 
the time allotted for the semester, 
and achieve a 3.40 to 3.59 semester 
grade-point average. Corriere is 
working toward a bachelor of 
science in Elementary Education. 
O’Connor is pursuing a bachelor of 
science in Sport Management.

ADDISON  COUNTY School Briefs
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Hearing Loss is Linked
to Other Health Conditions...

Chances of developing 
Alzheimer’s 
and 
dementia 
go up with 
hearing loss.

Symptoms of depression 
go down and quality of 
life goes up when you 
wear hearing aids.

Hearing loss can 
increase your 
risk of a heart 
attack.

You are 3 times more 
likely to suffer from a 
fall if you have hearing 
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Diabetics are 
twice as likely 
to experience 
hearing loss.

• We accept all major insurance.
• We service ALL makes and models of hearing aids.

Better Hearing Means Better Health
Call us if you think you or someone

you love has hearing loss.
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WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

David Wimett, 35 Years Experience
C. Michael Jackman, 40 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2012 TOYOTA RAV4
Limited, AWD, Loaded, Leather, 95k miles

$15,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2015 TOYOTA TACOMA
DB Cab, 4x4, Auto, Loaded, Cap, 98k miles

$28,995

2014 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
XLE, AWD, Loaded, Leather, Nav. 128k miles

$22,995

2021 JEEP RENEGADE 
Limited AWD, Loaded, Sunroof, Only 4k miles!

$33,995

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

SUGARING SEASON SALE!

2016 HONDA CRV
SE, AWD, Loaded, 92k miles

$21,995

Letters to the Editor

Tree farmers advocate for harvesting wood
I would like to refl ect on David 

Brynn’s letter of Jan. 27 on 
Vermont’s forests, climate change 
and the Use Value program. 
First, I have no problem with 
designating some small percentage 
of Vermont’s private forests to 
forever-wild status. We have two 
forest landowner neighbors who 
do not want harvest activity on 
their land. Let’s be clear, however, 
about the value of managed 
forests. We are one of hundreds of 
Vermont Tree Farmers who take 
their stewardship responsibility 
seriously.

Yes, in managed forests trees are 
cut, but selectively, allowing more 
light on the adjacent healthy trees. 
More light helps the neighboring 
trees, large, intermediate and 
small, increase their growth rate 
and sequester carbon faster. David 
implies that harvested timber is 
carbon lost. This is not true; most 
is made into building materials 
and fi ne furniture, which can last 
for decades or centuries. Our 
1840s farmhouse is a case in 
point, its wood fl oors, walls, doors 
and windows are still sturdy.

Harvesting wood plays an 
important role in reducing global 
warming. Wood is a far better 
building material than steel or 
concrete. John Doerr, in his book 
“Speed & Scale,” states, “For 
every ton of concrete produced, 
nearly the same amount of carbon 
dioxide goes into the atmosphere.” 

He points out that steel is a similar 
polluter. Its manufacture amounts 
to about 7% of our global total of 
CO2 emissions. If we are truly 
concerned about climate change, 
it is vitally important to use wood, 
a renewable resource, in place 
of these highly contaminating 
materials.

As to David’s inference that 
wild forests do a better job 
of providing clean water than 
managed ones do, I disagree. 
During Tropical Storm Irene, 
Thatcher Brook, which bisects our 
property, was a roaring torrent. 
But damage to our stream bed was 
negligible. Under professional 
care, managed forests deliver 
water as clean as that in a wild 
forest to Lake Champlain. As 
to the abundance of wildlife, 
we have moose, bobcats, deer, 
coyotes, bear and many of 
Vermont’s forest-loving birds. 
Wildlife protection is part of 
the Use Value requirements and 
absolutely necessary for Tree 
Farm Certifi cation, which requires 
a high level of management. 
Large standing dead trees, downed 
woody debris and small patch 
cuts for birds dependent on early 
successional habitat are all part of 
the management mix.

Looking at the big picture, 
managed forests generate a 
modicum of income to their 
owners to incentivize them to keep 
forests as forests and not convert 

them to development. While 
woodlands may be maintained 
as forest under their present 
owner, there is no guarantee 
that they won’t be subdivided 
by succeeding owners, often 
heirs. Forested acres generate 
far more income when sold 
for development than when 
maintained as forest, whether wild 
or managed. This fact overrides 
concern about what category of 
forest one owns. The only long-
term protection is to place one’s 
forestland under conservation 
easement, meaning it can never be 
developed.

It is vital to keep forests 
as forests. The main threat to 
forestland is its conversion to 
houses, golf courses, parking 
lots, suburban sprawl. According 
to a Vermont-Harvard study, 
Vermont is losing 1,500 acres of 
forest every year. I believe that 
managed forests through the Use 
Value program, the Certifi ed 
Tree Farmer program and those 
with conservation easements, all 
make an essential contribution to 
reducing global warming.

Peter Parker
Altadena, Calif. and 

Granville, Vt.
Editor’s note: Peter and 

Julie Parker, 2018 Vermont 
Tree Farmers of The Year, have 
stewarded their woodland in 
Granville since 1981.

ACSD parent seeks clarity on school district vision
Addison Central School District, 

what is your vision?
With three small children who 

will enter the school system in the 
coming years, I hopefully read the 
recent article about the district’s 
facilities master plan. I combed 
through the many bullet points 
hunting for a vision of what the 
district would be able to offer 
to children by saving the money 
currently used to operate smaller 
schools. I was disappointed to 
discover that the document instead 
stated what we already know: 
That the seven elementary school 
model is fi scally challenging in 
the future. For those of us raising 
children, the big dollar amounts 
calculated by consultants to update 
the elementary, middle and high 
school facilities are not alone 
enough of an argument to close 
schools.

My hope would be that 
district leadership could lay out 
a persuasive vision of how our 
shared values for community 
schools would be optimized by 
consolidation. I want to know not 
just what will be taken away, but 
how increasing effi ciency will 
allow us to improve our offering to 
students. Without addressing our 
shared values around education, 
the facilities master plan document 
seems to suggest that we would 
close schools to maintain the 
status quo in terms of our 
children’s experience at school. 
I would argue that maintaining 
the status quo isn’t good enough. 
The situation at our middle school 
this year should serve as a stark 
example of what happens when 
fi nances are prioritized over 

student experience.
As a parent and an educator I 

have specifi c questions that will 
ultimately guide my opinion on 
closing schools. How will we 
ensure small class sizes so that 
children can feel known and 
cared for? How will we provide 
emotional support for children in 
the wake of the pandemic? What 
programming will our children 
benefi t from if money is saved? 
How will cost-saving measures 

allow us to continue working 
toward the belief that our schools 
should be joyful spaces where 
children come to grow and love 
learning? I am a community 
member eager for responses to 
these questions and I can only 
hope that those guiding policies 
affecting our children would be 
ready to provide answers.

Claire Benjamin
Middlebury

Letters to the Editor can be found
on Pages 4A, 5A, 7A, 8A and 9A.

to share my resources. I don’t 
have a lot of extra cash, but I do 
have a beautiful yoga space that 
I want everyone to have access 
to. So where does the money 
come from, to pay students for 
attending class? Good question. 
Our fi rst sessions were funded by 
sun salutations and community 
generosity. A sun salutation is a 
series of yoga postures, linked 
together by the breath. There are 
many different varieties, from 
the super gentle to the intensely 
vigorous. Want to try a simple, 
beginner-friendly version with 
me now? Let’s take a yoga break.

Find a wall (or a closed door) 
that is free of framed artwork, 
shelves, or thumbtacks. 
Face the wall, stand just 
a couple inches away, 
and stand up tall. Place 
your hands together in 
front of your chest, like 
a prayer position, and 
take a gentle breath in 
and out. Now release 
your hands down to 
your sides, and with an 
inhalation, reach wide 
and sweep your arms up 
overhead. As you exhale, bring 
your hands onto the wall, in front 
of your chest. Pressing gently into 
the wall with your hands, lift your 
chest and look up slightly. Now 
look straight ahead at the wall, and 
step your right foot back, like a 
runner’s lunge. You can step back 
a little or a lot, according to your 
ability. This next part is so simple, 
and so good for your back! Bring 
your other foot back as well, and 
pull your hips away from the wall. 
At this point the arms and legs 
should be straight, and the shape 
of the body is like an upside down 
capital L.You may feel a stretch 
on your hamstring muscles. Hold 
here for a few breaths, and then 
step your left foot forward, so 
you are once again in the runner’s 
lunge position. Now step the right 
foot forward, stand close to the 
wall, and lift your chest, looking 

up slightly. Pull your tailbone 
down to lengthen the lower back. 
Look straight ahead once more, 
and with an inhalation, sweep 
the arms out to the sides and up 
overhead. With an exhalation, 
bring the hands back down 
to prayer position, in front of 
the chest. Repeat this whole 
sequence, stepping back with the 
left foot this time. Gentle Reader, 
if that was your fi rst time doing 
a sun salutation, congratulations! 
How do you feel?

Here’s how we funded the fi rst 
Yoga Equity Project sessions: 
my friend Natasha and I declared 
our intention to perform 108 sun 
salutations, and we asked all our 
friends, family members, and yoga 

students to sponsor us. 
Some people offered us 
ten cents or twenty fi ve 
cents per sun salutation, 
some offered a dollar 
or more. Natasha, a 
Vermont yoga teacher 
of color, was also the 
instructor for the very 
fi rst Yoga Equity Project 
class. We got together 
in the yoga studio one 
winter afternoon, and 

at the end of about 90 minutes 
of deep stretching, breath, 
and movement, we had each 
completed 108 sun salutations, 
and we had raised several 
thousand dollars for the Yoga 
Equity Project. This would be a 
good place to express gratitude 
to the many supporters of our 
fi rst sun salutation fundraiser. 
You believed in this project, you 
encouraged us to make it a reality, 
and you wrote us checks. Thank 
you!

Students who attended that 
fi rst six-week session gave us 
feedback at the end. One of my 
favorite testimonials was this 
one: “I have new connections & a 
sense of community & belonging. 
I feel more able to wind down 
& be in the present. I’ve noticed 
I’ve been less critical of myself 
& my fl aws.” As someone who 

has been teaching yoga for almost 
thirty years, all I can say to this is 
“Amen!” 

This is why I love yoga.
Several paragraphs ago, I 

promised to return to the question 
of why predominantly white 
spaces aren’t welcoming and 
inclusive spaces. Now I myself 
am a white lady, so my perspective 
is limited by my life experience. 
But over the last decade of doing 
anti-racism work, I have learned 
to 1. understand that I don’t have 
all the answers, 2. be humble and 
seek out different points of view, 
3. be willing to continually learn, 
this is truly a lifelong endeavor, 
4. apologize sincerely when you 
mess up, and do better next time, 
5. if the space you inhabit is 
primarily white ask yourself why 
and see what you might be able 
to do differently, 6. always pay 
people of color for their labor to 
consult with you and help you do 
better, 7. Share your resources.

Speaking of sharing, several 
months ago I received an 
amazing email from the Vermont 
Community Foundation. An 
anonymous community member 
wished to give a $25,000 grant to 
the Yoga Equity Project. What a 
beautiful example of supporting 
the health of some of the most 
vulnerable and marginalized 
Vermonters. Angel Donor, a lot 
of people are enjoying an hour 
of peace, healing, freedom, 
and community every Saturday 
afternoon, thanks to your 
generosity. From the depths of my 
heart, thank you.

Joanna Colwell is a certifi ed 
Iyengar Yoga teacher who 
founded and directs Otter Creek 
Yoga, in Middlebury’s Marble 
Works. Joanna lives in Ripton, 
where she enjoys taking walks, 
cuddling her cat, cooking for 
Abolition Kitchen, serving on the 
board of WomenSafe, and working 
with the Middlebury chapter of 
Showing Up for Racial Justice. 
Feedback welcome at: joanna@
ottercreekyoga.com

Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

A sun 
salutation 
is a series 
of yoga 
postures, 
linked 
together by 
the breath.

dennis@newtonerac.com • 802- 388 -1431
www.newtonerac.com

* amounts range from $250-$500  
depending on model purchased.

A purchase made with us for a
Mitsubishi Cold Climate Heat Pump

from April 1st to May 15th will 
qualify you to receive a Visa gift card!*
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story sense and listening skills, and 
encourages a child’s imagination 
and curiosity. Reading aloud has a 
powerful impact on our children, 
and Books on Sticks is an engaging 
way to allow this to happen.

Classes at Mary Hogan School 
take walks to visit the stories and 
sometimes wander into nearby 
Battell Woods. When I asked a few 
kindergarten students what they 
like about the Books on Sticks, 
Everett said, “It’s like a surprise 
to see what the next story will be. 
My favorite was ‘The Gingerbread 
Man.’” Hatley told me that “The 
Gruffalo” was her favorite book 
posted so far. She said, “My family 
rides our bikes or walks up the 
street when we read the stories.” 
The Mary Hogan pre-K classes 

want to do. They work long hours, 
often live in substandard housing 
and are forced to live under the 
radar. They receive no services for 
the taxes they pay. They have the 
same family values that we do, 
and would love their children to 
have a good education. Couldn’t 
we welcome them and their 
families? Could we not consider 
ways to solve our problems by 
helping them solve theirs?

Last summer I attended a 
wonderful event in Middlebury 
that was catered by Viva el Sabor, 
a group of 14 women who cook 
Central American cuisine. It was 
a celebration of the blending of 
cultures. Around 1,800 people 
of all ages attended the event, 
enjoyed the food and the music 
from a mariachi band. This kind of 
event shows that many people are 

open to embracing other cultures 
and recognizing their contribution 
to our community. I don’t mean 
to suggest that allowing migrants 
who are searching for a way to 
feed their families, to live here 
legitimately would be easy or 
uncomplicated, but change begins 
with new ideas and shifts in 
thinking.

There is a bumper sticker 
that says, “Think Globally, Act 
Locally.” We live in a global 
system these days, so can we help 
solve a small piece of this human 
crisis? Can we open our hearts 
and minds to give people who are 
struggling to feed their families a 
legitimate home? Can we at least 
consider the idea? Surely, when 
we help others, we help ourselves.

Margaret Benn
New Haven

Benn letter
(Continued from Page 5A)

Books on Sticks
(Continued from Page 5A) visit the stories several times a 

month, sometimes wearing their 
matching rainsuits and attracting 
other neighbors who are on walks 
to come join them or just say hello. 
Kim Forbes, a pre-K teacher, shared 
a story with me about one of her 
quieter students who completely 
lit up when he saw a familiar 
story on one of these walks. He 
proceeded to “read” the story to 
his fellow classmates, going from 
stick to stick and sharing his love 
of the book, while courageously 
practicing his speaking skills. That 
story alone makes me grateful 
that we have this resource in our 
community. 

When my own children were 
young, I often had to “bait” them 
to pause their indoor play and 
get them outside for exercise 
and fresh air. This bait might 
have been a suggestion to go see 
if the frogs were out under the 
boardwalk at Otter View Park or a 

trip to get creemees on our bikes. I 
suspect that many families in our 
neighborhood use Books on Sticks 
as “bait” to get their children to 
take an after-dinner walk or to 
get their kids out the door on an 
early Sunday morning. I have seen 
families walking under the canopy 
of maple trees in fall, kicking a 
chunk of ice along the sidewalk in 
winter, and a small child licking 
a melting popsicle on a summer 
evening while his dad read aloud 
the story on wooden stakes. 

Books on Sticks combines the 
outdoors with children’s literature 
— two of my favorite things — 
and I have become a life-long fan. I 
appreciate the neighbors who allow 
these stories in their yards and I 
appreciate our librarians who take 
such great care to pick a variety of 
beautifully illustrated books. It is a 
gift to our community, and if you 
haven’t wandered up Harrow Way 
recently, you should make the trip!

Letters to the Editor

Coyotes have had a negative effect in Vermont
If you live in Vermont and have 

been here for less than 55 years, 
you do not know what Vermont 
looks like without coyotes. I have 
lived and worked on a Vermont 
farm for 82 years, and I remember 
what it was like before the coyote. 
I started hunting, fi shing and 
trapping in Vermont, primarily in 
Addison County, and I remember 
what it was like before the coyote. 
While I do not actively engage in 
coyote hunting, I would like to 
offer some observations I made 
over my 82 years of farming and 
hunting on our Vermont lands.

Many animals that once 
fl ourished in Vermont are 
encountering diminishing 
populations or are at the very least 
are being monitored in part due to 
the introduction and fl ourishing of 
the coyote. To be perfectly clear … 
the coyote is not a Vermont native!

While many landowners and 
gardeners see woodchucks as a 
nuisance animal, the woodchuck 
actually provides benefi t by 
actively aerating the soil in which it 
burrows. The woodchuck’s burrows 
are also commonly used by other 
animals, either when abandoned or 
sometimes at the same time. Many 
farmers’ lands were once home 
to numerous woodchucks. In my 
opinion, coyotes have affected the 
woodchuck population, and, while 
generally considered to be stable, 
the woodchuck could soon be on 
the endangered list.

I am an avid snowshoe hare 
hunter and, in the past, have 
been able to hunt rabbits all over 
Addison County. While most will 
say the availability of good habitat 
primarily affects the snowshoe 
hare population, it is my opinion 
the coyote again has a direct effect 
to the diminishing numbers and the 
inability of the species to return to 
the numbers of the past. I fear the 
snowshoe hare numbers will never 
return to what I experienced in my 
youth. Thanks, coyote!

Woodland birds are affected also. 
There were once large numbers of 
grouse and pheasant in every wood 
and fence row. Today, it seems only 
a few are here and there. Even with 
organized release of pheasants in 
the Champlain Valley, if the birds 
are not monitored they become 
easy prey to the cunning coyote. 
Thanks, coyote!

I feel coyote hunting protesters 
should conduct more realistic 
research than what they read in the 
papers. With the growing number 
of small-scale agricultural farms in 
Vermont, small animals and calves 
are easy prey for the coyote. When 
my farm was an active dairy farm, 
I routinely lost newborn calves to 
coyotes. Once, the coyotes were so 
bold as to come right next to the 
barn to kill the calf before I could 
reach the mother and calf. Walk 
around the land! Walk around my 
farm at night with your pet dog and 
see how comfortable you are with 

the coyotes yipping and barking. It 
certainly feels like something, or 
someone is being hunted. Ask rural 
homeowners how they feel with 
their pets. I recently met a couple 
rabbit hunters in the Northeast 
Kingdom who lost their valuable 
beagles to coyotes, whether it was 
after a hunt or even during an active 
hunt. If the coyote is not a native 
Vermonter, what makes it that much 
different than the domesticated 
dog that is caught chasing a deer in 
Vermont? If caught chasing a deer, 
a domesticated dog will most likely 
be put down by local Fish and 
Wildlife offi cials. Why is a coyote 
hunting program not appropriate?

Lastly, as I stated earlier, I am 
not coyote hunter. I am a lifelong 
hunter of other species that I feel 
have been negatively affected 
by the invasive introduction 
of coyotes in Vermont. I feel a 
managed coyote hunting program 
in Vermont is valuable to help 
maintain the populations of 
the smaller species that make 
Vermont such an enjoyable 
hunting experience. I know some 
will disagree with my opinions 
on coyotes and coyote hunting. 
These are simply observations of a 
Vermont farmer, trapper and hunter 
who has been enjoying these things 
for 80 years.

Larry Gebo
Ferrisburgh

Support urged for increased land conservation
Christopher Ross’s article in 

the March 3 issue on logging in 
the Green Mountain National 
Forests was really informative and 
helpful. Kudos to organizations 
like Standing Trees and Vermont 
Family Forests for paying 
attention to the use of our national 
and state forests. 

Given our climate crisis, the 
trees in our state and national 
forests should not be logged but 
allowed to mature so that they 

can sequester and store planet-
warming carbon. The article also 
pointed out that the U.S. Forest 
Service is selling its timber far 
below cost, costing U.S. taxpayers 
roughly $1.7 billion per year. The 
rates should be changed.  

Rep. Amy Sheldon has 
introduced bill H. 606 (wrongly 
reported in the article as H. 660), 
the “Community Resilience and 
Biodiversity Protection Act.” 
The goal of the bill is to conserve 

30% of Vermont’s total land 
area. The Secretary of Natural 
Resources would be responsible 
for developing a conservation plan 
for achieving these goals. 

I urge Vermonters to write 
to their state representatives, 
especially those on the Committee 
on Natural Resources, Fish and 
Wildlife in support of H. 606.

Sarah Stott
Bristol

Letters to the Editor can be found
on Pages 4A, 5A, 7A, 8A and 9A.

We must engage Putin’s evil with political realism
There is no doubt that Vladimir 

Putin has succeeded in achieving 
one of his life purposes. He 
has become a world-historical 
fi gure. All the world knows 
who he is, and all the world 
fears him; I suspect this applies 
even to members of his own 
household. He probably enjoys 
the distinction of being the 
most hated man in the world. 
Most likely this pleases him. 
For the world’s hatred is an 
acknowledgment of his power, 
and fear that he will not hesitate 
to use it to destroy his opponents. 

Not since Hitler has anyone 
emerged on the world scene 
with such power, with such 
ruthlessness, without a 
conscience. And when he’s 
gone — for death will surely 
take him someday — historians 
will preserve his memory. His 
story will become legendary, 
and artists will embellish it. He 
may become the central fi gure 
of a great Russian opera of the 
23rd century. I have never heard 
him speak, but in this opera the 
role of Putin should be sung by 
a bass.

Right now, he is an existential 
threat to the human race, and a 
great deal of nature along with it. 
A nuclear holocaust has become 
a real possibility. Journalists who 
have observed him suggest that 
he is mad, that he has become 
unhinged. And as the leaders of 
nations throughout the world 
consider how to restrain him, he 
seems like a rabid beast prepared 
to strike against them.

What sort of creature is he? 
Madeleine Albright, who served 
as Secretary of State, knew him 
well. She has written that his 
appearance is serpentine and his 
character follows suit. His face 
could have been that of the clever 
serpent who tempted Adam and 

Eve in the Garden of Eden. For 
he is no doubt very clever, and of 
ill intent to anyone in the way of 
his purposes. It is the sort of face 
that one might inscribe on a dart 
board; a form of immortality he 
richly deserves.

But that doesn’t give us any 
useful sense of what we’re 
dealing with. And I’m speaking 
not only for myself, or my 
family, or my friends, or all the 
inhabitants of Middlebury, but 
of all people generally. For there 
is no doubt that Vladimir Putin 
is evil. He is an evil madman 
of world-historical proportions. 
Lord Acton’s comment about 
power — that power tends to 
corrupt, and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely — fi ts him 
perfectly.

But that doesn’t tell us what 
we need to know. Hatred is 
not suffi cient to defeat world-
historical criminals. Recall what 
it took to exterminate Adolf 
Hitler.

So, what sort of man is 
Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin (b. 
1952)?

He is a politician, of the sort 
political theorists classify as a 
political realist. 

And, what is that?
To begin with political realism 

is a theory that warrants the use 
of any means of power at hand to 
promote, secure and defend one’s 
political interest. The theory also 
subscribes to a doctrine of moral 
realism: that human nature is 
inherently selfi sh. This fi ts Putin 
perfectly. We might even say that 
Putin is an archetypical political 
realist, entirely ruthless (which 
is consistent with his realism), 
unscrupulous, a nihilist. 

In this respect, to suppose 
that he is unhinged and that 
his actions are expressions of 
madness may prove misleading, 

for supposing that he is mentally 
disturbed, we may be misled 
by the expectation that he will 
soon self-destruct. Remember, 
the serpent in the Garden didn’t 
self-destruct. It still lurks in the 
shadows of our minds.

We must rather regard Putin 
as a very determined political 
realist. His actions are rational 
(rational behavior is not always 
a good thing); we know his 
interest: secure for Russia the 
status of a major world power on 
a par with the U.S. and China; 
and he doesn’t care about people 
getting hurt; he has no scruples 
— but that goes with being 
ruthless. He’s very intelligent, 
a skillful politician, and he 
has plenty of power to use. 
In this context, you could say 
that Putin’s aggression against 
Ukraine is perfectly rational. 

Reinhold Niebuhr was a 
political realist, but not a 
politician. He was a theologian 
and social moralist. He saw that 
political confl ict rarely leaves us 
rational, or better, he recognized 
that political confl ict can unhinge 
reason, cause it to become 
demonic, cruelly rational. And 
were he living now, he would 
have perceived that Putin’s lust 
for power has not destroyed his 
reason, but made it demonic 
and all the more dangerous, and 
capable of unrivalled cruelty. He 
would caution that the nations 
that oppose him (and right now 
that seems to include much of 
the world) must size him up. I 
believe he would have agreed, 
Vladimir Putin is a demonic 
political realist. Very dangerous. 
And liked a wild rabid beast, he 
must be destroyed. 

We must become realists also.
Victor Nuovo

Middlebury

Seeds Seeds Seeds –
Time to start you seeds!

Purchase $30 in seed 
starting supplies and

get 4 FREE Page’s Liberty 
Seed Packets

(see store for details regarding eligible products) – 
whiles supplies last and cannot be combined

 with any other sale or offer. Valid through 3/31/22

PLUS – Shop all of our seeds: 
Agway, Botanical Interests, 

High Mowing (Organic), 
Livingston, Page’s Liberty 

Seeds, Seedway
– Renee’s just arrived!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

     388 Exchange Street

        802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Spring bulbs are
on their way!

Nursery and greenhouse 
opening soon! 
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Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

6th in a series
By ROBERT TURNER

I found myself in a climate 
change conversation with 
an engineer recently. He’s 
new to the topic and very 
enthusiastic, feeling as 
though he’s found his 
mission in life. From his 
perspective, the physics 
is simple: We need to stop 
putting CO2 (carbon dioxide) 
into the atmosphere, and we 
need to remove as much of 
it as possible. Removal must 
be permanent, and incentives 
should only be provided based 
on measured lower emissions 
or greater removal … period. 
Technology exists for this; what 
we lack is the collective focus to 
get it done.

As a now-retired forester who 
spent much of the last decade 
engaged on both professional and 
policy levels to do just that, my 
initial reaction was to think, if 
only it were that simple! Luckily, 
I suppressed that instinct and 
instead listened, trying to fill in 
where he had questions about 
how these systems worked: 
biological systems, economic 
systems, political systems, social 
systems. Often, I’d catch myself 
prefacing my response with “It’s 
complicated….” Just as often, 
he’d resort to his engineering 
logic and say, “But it’s not!” 
To the chagrin of other family 
members, we continued for a 
few hours, a bit like an extended 
ping-pong game.

With this conversation still 
rattling in my head, I dug into 
the recently released Vermont 
Climate Action Plan. It’s long 
(250+ pages, not including 
appendices), detailed (230+ 
recommendations), and complex 
(integrating efficacy, economics 
and equity). Despite this, you 
should read it. Its analyses are 
unlikely to leave you feeling 
optimistic. Criticisms could 
be leveled at its broad scope 
or lack of specifics, or that it 
lacks information on how much 
recommended actions will cost or 
how they’ll be funded. In fairness, 
this is a draft plan. It offers 
important baseline analysis, 
introduces several considerations 
absent from earlier efforts, 
and perhaps most important, it 
represents the context for the 

difficult discussions 
to come, across 

all sectors of 
government, 
commerce 
a n d 
society.

Indeed, 
these are 
c o m p l e x 

s y s t e m s . 
L e t ’ s 

consider forests. 
Biologically (and 

chemically and physically), trees 
are the most efficient organisms 
on the planet for capturing CO2 
from the air. Trees literally 
breathe in CO2, and through 
photosynthesis, release oxygen 
and store carbon in their trunks, 
branches, leaves and roots. Every 
acre of mature forest removes 
one-half to two tons of CO2 from 
the atmosphere annually, varying 
by forest age, species, site and 
other factors. Because Vermont 
is nearly 80% forested, this giant 
green lung cleans nearly half of 
the CO2 emissions we generate 
statewide. Furthermore, since 
our woods are well stocked 
with big trees, the sum of all the 
carbon in our woods represents 
over 200 years of stored CO2 
at our current rate of emissions. 
Not bad, considering forests also 
support flood resilience, water 
filtering, wildlife habitat, wood 
and non-wood products, spiritual 
grounding and tourist dollars. 
Forests are climate champions 
and offer huge intrinsic value, 
but given our current model, the 
economics of forest ownership 
aren’t all that attractive. I 
conducted a small harvest on our 
woodlot last winter. Nearly half 
the trees I cut I sold to the local 
sawmill, netting under $5 per 
tree. 

The benefits of our forests 
have long been recognized. In 
Vermont, those benefits continue 
to flow in part because we 
taxpayers subsidize the property 
taxes of forest landowners. In 
return, we’re given assurances 
those lands continue to be 
managed sustainably. But I 
would argue the climate crisis 
has upped the ante. What was the 
value of the trees I harvested in 
terms of carbon stored, or clean 
air, or biological diversity, or 
water yield? 

For the first time in any major 
state climate or energy plan, the 
Climate Council and the draft 
Climate Action Plan acknowledge 
the range of ecosystem benefits 
provided by our forests. The role 
of forests as a carbon store is 
supported by a “carbon budget” 
that considers major sources and 
sinks of CO2 across all natural 
lands in the state. There is little 
debate around the need to keep 
forestland forested — and all that 
stored carbon out of the air. 

That’s the simple part. How 
do we choose to incentivize 
responsible stewardship, who 
pays, and how much? Well, 
stay tuned for that discussion. 
Not surprisingly, it’s a debate 
happening in many states and 
nearly every country with 
significant forest. As in Vermont, 
temperate forests play a major 
role in the global carbon budget. 
COP26, last fall’s United Nations 
Climate conference, hammered 
out the rules for the last remaining 
article of the Paris Agreement, 
including how credits for stored 
carbon should be accounted for 
and traded. As a society, we have 
started down this path of paying 
those with ownership rights and 
responsibilities to safeguard 
and sequester carbon. It’s a 
fascinating nexus of biology, 
commerce and policy that is 
very complicated. But the goal is 
simple: remove CO2, make sure 
it stays out of the atmosphere, 
measure how much is removed, 
verify and validate all claims, and 
compensate those land stewards 
with sufficient payment to make 
it all work. One point is worthy of 
note: the money — the big lever 
moving these complex systems 
toward a new paradigm — is 
almost entirely private capital. 
As my colleague and systems 
mentor Donella Meadows once 
said, before you can change a 
system you must learn to dance 
with it.

——————
Robert Turner of Starksboro 

was a member of the Governor’s 
Climate Action Commission 
in 2018 and sat on a 2020 
legislative study committee 
tasked with examining the role 
of forest carbon offsets as a way 
to conserve forests. He spent 
10 years as a verifier of forest 
carbon offsets.

Safeguarding our green lung

Letters to the Editor

State must address danger posed by Rt. 22A trucks
Editor’s note: The writer sent 

this letter to the State Agency of 
Transportation and Vermont State 
Police and copied the Independent 
so we could publish it.

This letter is to address the 
issues on Route 22A in the Town 
of Orwell. The town has a major 
problem with the intersection of 
Route 22A and Route 73. Route 
22A flows north to south while 
Route 73 flows east to west. Our 
problem is we are constantly having 
tractor-trailer trucks park along the 
eastern and western sides of 22A. 
When the trucks are allowed to do 
this oncoming traffic from Route 73 

cannot see the flowing of oncoming 
traffic north and south on 22A. 

I have traveled all of Vermont 
and have come to hundreds of 
intersections and have never seen 
where trucks of this size are allowed 
to obstruct the view of traffic in 
this way. Our Selectboard has 
complained many times but with 
no satisfaction. The Agency of 
Transportation has shown no interest 
in fixing this situation. This action is 
deplorable. We had a fatal accident 
at this intersection in the last three 
weeks. What more needs to happen? 
The state knows that 22A is a mess 
from Orwell to West Haven. 

Our road commissioner has even 
expressed to me how dangerous it 
is for him to cross this intersection 
with the snowplow on the front 
of the truck when these trucks are 
allowed to park this way. This 
problem can be solved with little 
effort. Our Selectboard and the 
people of Orwell deserve answers. 
The people of Orwell deserve a 
state government working for us 
as this intersection is dangerous for 
everyone traveling on these two 
roads. 

Gerry Audet 
Orwell

Sing, Etzuri – a poem with Ukrainian roots
Like you, I have a name behind
my name.
Scratched inside my throat.

Written in a burning book,
in a burning desk.
In a village outside 

Kyiv.
A girl, my grandmother slept
on a mantel there

with her mother’s rising
bread. Until she escaped
her name. 

Had it traded in 
on a sequestered boat,

Waiting in a harbor

here. For the smoke
to let her in.
For the name she burned

for me 
inside my throat.
My twice-named Nana,

Who used to pinch
my cheeks. 
When she wanted to see

the blood
turn a boy’s face pink.
To give them color,
she said. Like the poppies

exploding
in her backyard.

She wove into a girl’s
crown. She left
for me to wear, too.

Inside my tongue-
twisting real name.
I give to you. 

To sing with me.
On this Day of Burning.
Sing, Etzuri.

Gary Margolis
Cornwall

Clean Heat Standard offers a multitude of benefits
The climate clock is ticking, 

yet we have made little progress 
towards truly addressing our 
climate crisis. However, we have an 
opportunity this legislative session 
to make some meaningful progress 
on climate change while helping our 
neighbors reduce their energy costs.

Many Vermonters cannot afford 
the upfront investment necessary 
to weatherize and convert to lower 
cost, less risky, more comfortable 
and healthier energy options for 
their homes. That is partly because 
the cost of fuel oil, propane and 
other fossil fuels do not reflect their 
true cost — including the damage 
they are already causing to the 
global climate.

There is currently a bill in the 
legislature that would address this 
problem. It is called the Clean Heat 
Standard. The Clean Heat Standard 
would require fossil fuel companies 
— major oil companies, heating 
fuel processors, and wholesalers 
(i.e., not local Vermont fuel dealers) 
— to reduce their greenhouse 
gas emissions, with reductions 
increasing over time at a pace 

necessary for the state to meet the 
emission reduction commitments it 
made in the 2020 Global Warming 
Solutions Act (e.g., 40% by 2030, 
net zero by 2050).

Importantly, the Clean Heat 
Standard would give the fossil 
fuel companies a range of options 
for reducing their emissions, from 
helping to pay for the cost of 
weatherizing homes or installing 
electric cold climate heat pumps to 
selling more renewable biofuels. 
The Clean Heat Standard would 
assign each of these measures — 
and many others — greenhouse 
gas reduction credit values based 
on their life-cycle carbon reduction 
benefit. Any contractor or retailer 
who sells a clean heat product 
would then be able to benefit from 
the sale of the clean heat credits 
associated with that product to 
the fossil fuel companies. These 
benefits would most likely appear 
in the form of significant additional 
financial incentives to homeowners 
who purchase weatherization, heat 
pumps and other clean energy 
products and services.

In other words, the environmental 
benefits of weatherization and 
heat pumps will have an economic 
value. This means that insulation, 
air sealing, heat pump installations 
and other clean energy services will 
be made available to new customers 
at lower costs, so more of them will 
be able to afford the conversion 
to lower cost, less risky, more 
comfortable and healthier homes. 
The Clean Heat Standard will also 
require that fossil fuel companies 
fully pay for many low-income 
customers to realize these benefits.

Many environmental leaders 
and organizations are calling the 
Clean Heat Standard the most 
impactful climate policy the state 
has ever considered. While that 
may be the case, it is important to 
emphasize that it may also be the 
most impactful energy bill reducing 
strategy the state has considered and 
one of the most important economic 
development policies the state has 
considered. It really is a win-win-
win.

Richard Faesy
Starksboro

Opposition to logging in national forests is misguided, hypocritical
I strongly support current 

and future logging in the Green 
Mountain National Forest. The 
environmental mistakes of the 
past will not be repeated. The 
USFS in Vermont employs an 
array of experts and projects are 
designed and managed from their 
outset to mitigate all negative 
impacts. In fact, if anything, the 
projects are overly conservative 
and logging could expand 
significantly beyond its current 
and projected levels.

The truth is that we need to 
rely on our own local resources. 
Every tree that we do not 
responsibly harvest and process 
locally into products, is a tree 
that is cut somewhere else. I 
am personally aware of the 
devastation that occurs every 
year in the forests of Southeast 
Asia, where mostly Chinese 
logging companies destroy 
vast tracts of forest to feed the 
consumption of products in the 
U.S. and the West. Forests that 

are far more sensitive, diverse, 
etc. than our own.

The elitism, hypocrisy 
and selfishness on display 
by misguided radical 
environmentalists is disgraceful. 
Where does the paper you use in 
your printer come from? Where 
did the pellets you burned in your 
stove come from? How were they 
transported? Where was your 
flat-pack furniture made? Did the 
factory that produced it run on 
renewable energy?

Apparently, it’s OK to 
devastate the rest of the world, 
just as long as we don’t allow it 
in our own backyard. The root 
issue is consumption. Yes, we 
all need to do our part to lessen 
our impact, but we also consume 
things as all humans do. And I 
can’t think of anyway better to 
do that than to responsibly use 
our own resources, instead of 
others.

Leon H. Smith
Middlebury

Letters to the Editor can be found
on Pages 4A, 5A, 7A, 8A and 9A.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: The Addison Independent encourages readers 
to write letters to the editor. We believe a newspaper should be a community forum for 
people to debate issues of the day Because we believe that accountability makes for 
responsible debate, we will print signed letters only. Be sure to include an address and 
telephone number, too, so we can call to clear up any questions.

If you have something to say, send it to: Letters to the Editor, Addison Independent, 
58 Maple St., Middlebury, VT 05753. Or email to news@addisonindependent.com.

From the grassroots 

         WE STAND WITH UKRAINE and its PEOPLE 
     

We, the undersigned citizens of Vermont, send our public support to the people of 
Ukraine who are standing in resistance to Putin’s War, his invasion and attempt to overrun 
and rule Ukraine. 

We recognize and support:

·	 The sovereignty and independence of Ukraine

·	 The right of independent people to defend themselves

·	 The use of negotiation and dialogue for peaceful resolution

·	 Democracy over authoritarianism

·	 Rule of Law

                               WE STAND WITH UKRAINE 
Signees

Van Talmage, Linda Andrews, Mary Gemignani, Faith Comstock, Mari Cordes, Paul 
Forlenza, Terry Racich, Jeanne R. Albert, Judith Siegel, Chris West, Christine Homer, Pat 
Sharpe, Deborah Ramsdell, Dave Sharpe, Erin Talmage, Carol Talmage, Howard Jennings, 
Anne Wallace, Richard Butz, Sally Jenks Roth, Kirsten Talmage-Barnes, Rick Barnes, Robert 
Compton, Susanne Peck, Patty Heather-Lea, Alice Leeds, Diane Cushman, Lauren Waite, 
Tom Pollack, Robert Anderson, Rosalie Cryan, Bob Donnis, Neily Jennings, Nicholas U. 
McDougal, Susan Wilmer, Janet Lawson, Ned Lawson, David Brynn, Rob Reiber, Mary 
Rogers, Linda Brown, Steve Brown, Erika French, Todd Curtis, Ann Pollender, Stephen 
Pilcher, Bill Capasso, Lois Capasso, Abbey LaMay, Mike Nason

Ad sponsored by BRIDGES of Lincoln, an informal group of concerned voters, and the 
individuals listed above. Comments and questions should be sent vatalmage@gmail.
com. 
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We admit that Tuesday’s budget vote results hit us harder 
than others.  Here in Slate Valley, we have seen defeats over the 
decades, and we have always overcome them.  We feel that the 
budget presented to taxpayers was more than responsible and 
reasonable, but the taxpayers ultimately did not feel that way.  We 
need to understand why.  It represented a substantial tax decrease, 
from 2 to 10 percent, and was less than the budget three years ago. 

As a district, we have truly embraced the philosophy of Act 46 
to contain costs, develop efficiencies, increase opportunities and 
address long-overdue issues like deferred maintenance. We are at 
a crossroads now.  We are dealing with increasing mental health 
issues and societal issues that are spilling over into the school 
district.  The schools provide after-school care, free breakfast, and 
lunch, mental health supports, telemedicine, food for families on 
weekends/vacations, etc.  This all comes at a cost.  This cost was 
not part of our budget 10 or even 20 years ago. 

We are near the bottom for per-pupil spending in the state and 
second from the bottom in Rutland County.  Contrary to belief, the 
municipal tax rates drive the tax bills in our area. Fair Haven, for 
example, has the 2nd highest municipal tax rate in the county and 
the lowest homestead education tax rate according to the Vermont 
Department of Taxes in 2021. The issue is not the school tax rate.

As a Slate Valley community, the day has come that we need 
to decide what learning experiences or outcomes we want for 
our students.  How do we create educational experiences, so we 
become the jewel of Addison and Rutland Counties?

Is it possible we might not have much to vote on if we continue 
to eliminate positions and defer infrastructure maintenance? What 
future do we want for Slate Valley?

We invite you to participate in board meetings and our upcoming 
strategic planning process that will be advertised soon.  We need to 
work together for a shared vision for Slate Valley. 
 Timothy Smith
 Slate Valley Board Chair

 Brooke Olsen-Farrell  
 Slate Valley Superintendent

 Glen Cousineau
 Slate Valley Finance Committee Chair

.85%
* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 03/04/2022. CDs 
offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured 
up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet 
paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each 
account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or 
contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject 
to availability and price change. CD values are subject to 
interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of 
CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor 
can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses 
in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields 
quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs 
offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with 
the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

We’re more than just a great rate.
Bank-Issued, FDIC-Insured
Minimum deposit $1000
1-year    APY*

802-388-3572 • vtfieldsports@comcast.net
1458 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT 05753

www.vtfieldsports.com

Yo
ur  Headquarters

For The Addy Indy
Vermont Field Sports

is now carrying the Addy Indy!
Stop in and get the paper and all 
your hunting & fishing supplies! 

MIDDLEBURY — Sparrow 
Art Supply, one of the emerging 
businesses tapped to receive Kick 
Start funding last summer, will 
mark its grand opening this Friday, 
March 11.

Company founder Beth 
Svenningsen is billing Sparrow 
Art Supply, at 52 Main St. in 
Middlebury, as central Vermont’s 
resource for artists. From 

hobbyists to aspiring amateurs to 
professionals, anyone interested in 
being creative will be able to find 
what they need, from kids to adults, 
she said.

Sparrow Art Supply will carry 
a full range of products, including 
acrylic paint and mediums,  pottery 
tools, and all kinds of sketchbooks 
to DIY kits. Specific brands of 
paints, brushes, printmaking 

BETH SVENNINGSEN, A lifelong artist, is opening her new art supply store in downtown Middlebury 
with an opening celebration this Friday, 4-7 p.m., downstairs at 52 Main St.

supplies, papers and more will be 
stocked. In addition to retail space, 
Sparrow Art Supply will also serve 
as a community center for creative 
workshops, gallery opportunities to 
exhibit artwork, and club meetings.

“As a lifelong artist, I am 
passionate about helping others 
find their creative voice, so we 
are ready to answer any questions 
and assist customers in finding the 
right materials for their projects,” 
Svenningsen said. “I hope that the 
store will become the area’s go-to 
shop for all art, craft, and creative 
needs, from oil paints to markers to 
block printing tools.”

Artists, and just anyone who is 
curious, is invited to a celebration 
from 4 to 7 p.m. in the lower level, 
down the metal staircase between 
Middlebury Mountaineer and the 
Main Street bridge. It will feature 
the opening of an exhibition called 
“Nice to Meet You,” a juried show 
of work by 40 local artists.

New art supply store to open Friday

By JOHN S. McCRIGHT
A handful of Addison County youths 

committed to the sport of swimming found 
themselves in a bind when COVID-19 
prompted Middlebury College to close 
its pool — like the rest of its campus — 
to outside visitors. Where would they 
practice during the winter months? 

For some, they just didn’t swim in the 
first winter of the pandemic.

But 12 local swimmers, hailing 
from Orwell, Cornwall, Middlebury, 
Vergennes and Brandon showed their 
dedication and love for their sport by 
committing to the Edge Swim Team in 
South Burlington this past winter, driving 
an hour each way for practice. For some 
of them this meant up to six days per 
week in the car.

“A goal of mine is to continue 
swimming in college and I needed to be 
on a real team,” said Nora Wooten, and 
MUHS junior. “Swimming is my favorite 
thing and I missed it. If Burlington was 
the only way, then I was willing.”

Swimming has been a year-round 
activity for 18-year-old Holly Staats of 
Middlebury. Last winter, the MUHS 
senior swam at the Vermont Sun health 
club and with the Edge Swim Club for a 

couple months, but she couldn’t compete 
and her practice schedule wasn’t 
consistent.

“While I managed swimming at 
Vermont Sun for a little while, I eventually 
realized that I craved things like goals to 
pursue, a coach, and people my age to 
push me to swim better,” Staats said.

Natalie Rockwell, a 16-year-old Fair 
Haven Union High School junior from 
Orwell, said she needed a coach to 
reverse a slide in her training; driving to 
Burlington seemed like the only option.

“We have a driving system where we 
meet at the library in Middlebury, but I 
only go three times a week because the 
time commitment is pretty big,” Rockwell 
said. “It takes half an hour to go from my 
house in Orwell to Middlebury, and then 
another 45 to 60 minutes from there to 
Edge. Our parents alternate driving from 
Middlebury, and I drive myself to the 
library once or twice a week.”

Some of the young students frequently 
complete their homework in the car 
rides because the commute to South 
Burlington takes up so much of their 
time, Staats said.

So far, all that extra time and effort is 
paying off.

Over the weekend of Feb. 11-13, the 
12 former members of the now shuttered 
Middlebury Aquatic Club competed 
for the Edge Swim Team at the USA 
Swimming New England Regional 
Championships at the Upper Valley 
Aquatic Center in White River Junction. 
With fourteen teams represented, the 
Midd swimmers faced stiff competitions.

But many came through with winning 
races and others had personal best times.

The winners included 
• 16-year-old Aidan Chance, who won 

the boys 11-18 500-yard freestyle and the 
boys 15-18 200-yard backstroke.

• 11-year-old Aurora Foley, who won 
the girls 11-12 200 free and 11-12 100 
freestyle and 100-yard freestyle.

• 8-year-old Paul Foley, who won the 
Mixed 8&U 100-yard medley relay, boys 
8&U 25-yard back, boys 8&U 25-yard 
breast and boys 8&U 25-yard freestyle.

• 11-year-old Sophia James, who won 
the girls 11-18 400-yard IM.

• 16-year-old Carlyn Rapoport, 
who won the girls 15-18 200-yard 
breaststroke.

Local swimmers who did not claim 
gold but still competed and made positive 
showing were Bee Eckels, age 16; Skyler 

James, 9; Natalie Rockwell, 16; and Ella 
Romond, 13.

Several of the racers swam excellent 
times but their times and places were 
only recorded as “exhibition” because 
they were faster than the cut time for 
Regional Silvers Championship Meet, 
which will allow them to compete in 
that meet this weekend, March 11-13, 
in White River Junction. They included 
11-year-old Sadie Chance, Aurora Foley, 
Aidan Chance, Holly Staats and Nora 
Wootten.

The Middlebury Aquatic Club has not 
functioned since March of 2020. Once 
serving over 80 young swimmers, the 
club is on hold indefinitely.

But those swimmers who can manage 
the extra time, expense and effort — and 
all of these are required — have seen a 
benefit.

Rockwell got a burst of that old 
adrenaline at the Regional meet last 
month.

“I had to do a time trial for the 50 free 
after the morning session on Sunday, 
because I didn’t qualify for Silvers (Meet) 
when I first swam it the day before,” she 
recounted. “I qualified by 0.11 second, 
and it was really exciting.”

Staats said swimming with the Edge 
has been different than swimming in 
Middlebury, with longer practices, more 
yards swum, and a more competitive 
environment. 

“While I miss swimming in Middlebury 
and my Midd coaches, I feel I’ve grown 
from the new training I’ve gotten at Edge, 
which has challenged me to swim sets I 
never thought I was capable of doing.”

At the Regionals, she swam her best 
200 IM ever, dropping her time by almost 
a full second. 

“Other than that, I enjoyed racing again 
with my friends, and being reimmersed 
in the swim meet environment,” Staats 
said.

Wooten appreciated the return to 
competitive swimming that she said 
“brought some normalcy” that had been 
lacking.

She recalled her best moment at 
Regionals when she swam the 500 
freestyle. 

“I felt really good from the moment I 
got into the water, and was so happy to 
see that I dropped time at the end of the 
race,” she said. “I have been working so 
hard for so many months so it’s great to 
feel like it is paying off.”

Putting in the miles pays off for young swimmers

THIS IS HALF of the contingent of 12 Addison County swimmers who have commuted to South Burlington multiple times a week all winter to improve their swimming. Shown near the pool at the Upper 
Valley Aquatic Center in White River Junction during the New England Regional Championships last month are, left to right, Bee Eckels, Nora Wootten, Natalie Rockwell, Carlyn Rapoport, Holly Staats and 
Aidan Chance. Their perseverance has paid off as they will swim at a New England Silvers Championship Meet this weekend.

Photo courtesy of Dena Greenman
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ATTENTION 
SELF-EMPLOYED  CARPENTERS

then come to work for US!
Do what you love without the headaches of running a business.

We offer great pay, comprehensive benefits and growth opportunities.

APPLY TODAY!
802.482.5777 - polliconstruction.com

Doing Paperwork?

Chasing Money?

Paying Bills?

Managing people?

Unsteady Income?

ARE YOU TIRED OF...

Don’t turn your life upside down 
to install costly ductwork!

802-453-2381 • Bristol, VT 05443
www.jackmansinc.com

Take advantage of the Effi ciency Vermont and GMP Rebate, along 
with the Mitsubishi Gift Card Promotion to install your Mitsubishi cold 
climate heat pump installation. Schedule your installation with Jackman’s 
of Bristol, your local Mitsubishi Diamond Dealer! Receive up to $500 Visa 
Card promotion and a 12 year warranty. Book your appointment today!

April 1 – May 15

REBATES UP TO 
$1,300

April 1 –May 1

5

He
at Pumps

to help the community — that’s 
just the truth,” said Bristol resident 
Alice Leeds, a Metta Earth board 
member who oversees the project. 
“Almost everyone we asked 
joined. Then the volunteers started 
recruiting people. Then people 
started emailing me asking if they 
could join.”

The program’s volunteer list now 
stands at 15, Leeds said, which is 
about as many as it can handle until 
some other pieces fall into place.

Once March’s produce is cooked 
up and delivered, the Kitchen Soup 
Project will have donated more 
than 100 quarts of soup in its first 
three months.
HOW IT WORKS

On Monday, Leeds drove up 
to Metta Earth farm in Lincoln, 
picked up a dozen portions of this 
month’s ingredients — pumpkin, 
onions and garlic for pumpkin 
soup — and distributed them, 
along with a recipe, to four homes 
in Lincoln, seven in Bristol and one 
in Starksboro.

“The volunteer chefs will add 
their own ingredients,” Leeds said. 
“People contribute something to 
‘complete’ the soup. We’ve been 
trying to add some form of protein 
to make it into a meal. The idea is 
to create something nourishing and 
hearty.”

Home cooks pour out their soups 
into one-quart containers, label 
with their ingredients, then store 
them in the freezer until pickup 
day.

On Friday, Lincoln resident 
Maryanne Roberts will collect 
Lincoln’s frozen quarts of soup, 
meet up with Leeds, who will 
collect the Bristol and Starksboro 
soups, and then take the whole lot 
to the Congregational Church of 
Middlebury, which serves as a hub 
for the Vermont Everyone Eats 
program.
VOLUNTEERING

Roberts, who was the first 
volunteer Leeds recruited for the 
Kitchen Soup Project, also makes 
2-3 quarts of soup a month. 

“I like being part of a simple 
thing that helps people,” she said.

Right away she made a happy 
discovery.

“I found out I really love 

buttercup squash, which I’d never 
had before I made the soup,” she 
said.

Last month, Roberts visited 
the Charter House Coalition’s 
warming shelter in Middlebury 
to drop off some frozen soups 
that hadn’t been included in the 
Everyone Eats delivery — and she 
got to meet some of the people who 
would be eating that soup.

“It was the most heartwarming 
thing. It made them happy, so it 
made me happy,” she said. “It’s 
so easy to help somebody. And it 
brightens your day.”

It can also be transformative in 
the kitchen, Leeds said.

“You focus less on your own 
tastes and more one what other 
people will like,” she said. “You’re 
thinking, ‘OK, but will kids like 
this?’ It’s a different kind of 
thinking. Fun thinking. Caring 
thinking.”
‘START WITH FOOD’

Founded by Gillian and Russell 
Comstock, the nonprofit Metta 
Earth project is a cultural renewal 
project in Lincoln that integrates 
holistic education, contemplative 
practice, deep ecology and 

Food insecurity 
(Continued from Page 1A)

regenerative food systems. 
The institute was developing a 

new project, the Earth Responders 
Service Residency — which aims to 
help activists pursue social justice, 
restorative ecology, regenerative 
community and cultural renewal 
— when the pandemic hit.

Metta Earth’s in-person 
programming came to a halt, 
and the operations of its small, 
diversified farm, which produces 
80% of the institute’s meals, 
needed rethinking.

Then Gillian Comstock saw 
the photos emerging from food 
distribution sites around the 
state — hundreds of Vermonters, 
suddenly facing food insecurity 
because of pandemic shutdowns, 
lined up in their cars, waiting to 
receive boxes of food.

“Those photos really hit me,” 
she said. They also helped spur 
what Comstock called a “dramatic 
pivot” for Metta Earth.

As the pandemic wore on 
the Earth Responders program 
refined its mission so it could 
respond to more immediate needs: 
regenerative agriculture, food 
growing, food security and food 
sovereignty.

It was the kind of focus that 
would naturally benefit a program 
like the Kitchen Soup Project.
PARTNERSHIPS

Metta Earth farm has supplied 
the produce for the first three 
months of the project and is now 
exploring partnerships that will 
allow it to flourish, and perhaps 
even expand.

“I like the grassroots feel of this, 
but we won’t be able to fill the need 
fully when it starts to really grow,” 
Comstock said.

The Kitchen Soup Project 
would love to partner with new 
food producers, but Comstock and 
Leeds recognize that times are hard 
for farmers, too.

Which is why Metta Earth is 
hoping to establish a fund that will 
allow it to pay its food-producing 

partners.
For now the Kitchen Soup 

Project is taking donations on its 
website, kitchensoupproject.org, 
but Metta Earth is also exploring 
various grant opportunities and 
crowdsourcing options.

Ultimately Comstock and Leeds 
would like to be able to deliver 
homemade soups — and when the 
weather warms up, a variety of 
homemade salads — to their own 
neighbors in Lincoln and Bristol. 
But this will require facilitation 
from a local food distribution 
organization that, like Everyone 
Eats or the Charter House, is 
permitted to accept food donations 
from home kitchens, which are not 
state-inspected facilities.

The Kitchen Soup Project does 
not plan to extend its current 
geographic reach, Leeds said, but 
she hopes the project can offer 
a model for other communities 
looking for ways to connect 
farmers with community members 
experiencing food insecurity.

After all, she said, “a soup is so 
easy to make.”

METTA EARTH CO-FOUNDER and co-director Russell Comstock 
sautees vegetables for a soup in his Lincoln kitchen earlier this year. 
A center for contemplative ecology in Lincoln, Metta Earth launched 
the Kitchen Soup Project in January, which organizes home kitchens 
to make food for those in need.

Photo courtesy of Gillian Comstock

BRISTOL RESIDENT SARAH Stott minces vegetables in her kitchen on Tuesday in preparation for a 
large batch of soup. Stott is one of more than a dozen volunteers in the newly launched Kitchen Soup 
Project, which aims to help people facing food insecurity.

Photo courtesy of Sarah Stott

KITCHEN SOUP PROJECT volunteer Marguerite Gregory of 
Starksboro gathers ingredients — including pumpkin, onions and 
garlic from Metta Earth Farm — for a big soup-cooking session 
earlier this week.

Photo courtesy of Marguerite Gregory

MEGAN COBLE SHOWS off some of Metta Earth Farm’s onion 
harvest in Lincoln earlier this year. Metta Earth founded and provides 
many of the ingredients for the Kitchen Soup Project.

Photo courtesy of Gillian Comstock
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policies make masks optional in 
all buildings and on school buses, 
regardless of the vaccination rate 
of each building.

Schools will continue to provide 
access to COVID-19 antigen tests 
through the Test-At-Home and 
Staff Assurance Testing programs. 
In the future, those programs will 
be phased out in favor of students 
and staff accessing the same 
testing programs provided to all 
Vermonters.

The superintendents noted that 
the Department of Health will 
soon release changes that simplify 
isolation and quarantine guidance. 

“We recognize that any change, 
no matter how welcome, can evoke 
fear and uncertainty,” ANWSD 
Superintendent Sheila Soule 

wrote in a March 3 district-wide 
announcement. 

Mount Abraham Unified 
School District Superintendent 
Patrick Reen tried to reassure the 
community in a March 4 statement.

“As a community, we have 
been through many health and 
safety changes over the last two 
years,” Reen wrote. “Thank you 
to everyone in our community for 
working together as we take care 
of each other and focus on what’s 
best for our students.”

RNESU Superintendent Jeanne 
Collins noted that 97% of staff are 
vaccinated and 55-60% of eligible 
students are vaccinated. She said 
that even though there was a large 
surge in COVID-19 cases since 
the December holiday break, “we 
feel we are ready to step into this 

move.”
She said the school district 

would differ from the state in that it 
will continue making antigen tests 
available “for staff and students to 
address lingering anxieties for the 
rest of the school year.

“The state is talking about 
phasing this out, but we are 
advocating to finish the year,” she 
said.

Burrows noted that Vermont’s 
change in response to COVID will 
be felt differently by each member 
of our community.

“ACSD administrators and 
school nurses are here to support 
students and families through this 
change,” he said. “Please reach 
out if you have any questions or 
particular concerns you would like 
to discuss.”

Schools
(Continued from Page 1A)

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Vermont State Police reported 
a domestic assault, a potential 
drunk driving incident and a 
traffic accident that closed Route 
125 for a while in the past week.

Vermont State Police closed 
down traffic in both directions on 
Route 125 for a little over an hour 
this past Friday afternoon, March 
4, due to a traffic crash. The road 
was closed just west of East 
Road (which is east of Bridport 
village) between 12:30 and 1:45 
p.m. Police said details would be 
provided “as appropriate.” No 
details were forthcoming.

The next day, March 5, 
troopers received the report of a 
domestic disturbance on Route 7 
in Salisbury just before 6 p.m.

Upon investigation, troopers 
determined that Guy Beck, 21, 
of Salisbury caused bodily injury 
to a domestic partner and then 
left the scene. Beck ultimately 
came to the New Haven state 
police barracks and was cited for 
domestic assault.

Troopers were assisted by 
Middlebury police. 

Later that night, at around 
3:30 a.m. on March 6, state 
police responded to a reported 

one-car crash into a telephone 
pole in Leicester on Route 53 
between Fern Lake and Forest 
Dale. Police identified the driver 
as 21-year-old Kyriek Smith 
of Vergennes. While speaking 
with Smith, troopers detected 
signs of impairment so they 
screened Smith for driving under 
the influence and then arrested 
him for suspicion of DUI.

Smith was taken to the New 
Haven barracks, cited for refusing 
to give a DUI test sample, and 
released to a sober person.

Troopers were assisted on 
scene by Middlebury police. 

Eagle eye
A BALD EAGLE perches in a tree on Seminary Street in Middlebury on a recent afternoon. The 

blue sky and his sharp eye made for a dramatic picture. Later some crows harassed this noble bird.
Photo by Jonathan Blake

Vermont State Police Log

By LEE EMMONS
On winter mornings, I often 

venture outside to photograph 
the assembly of birds that visit 
the feeders in my front yard. 
One of the regular visitors is the 
diminutive downy woodpecker 
(Picoides pubescens), which clings 
to my peanut feeder, takes a nibble 
of suet, or forages in the nearby 
maple trees. Fairly comfortable 
with a human presence, these birds 
feature heavily in my photos. 

Measuring only 6 inches in 
length and weighing less than an 
ounce, downy woodpeckers are 
the smallest of North America’s 
22 native woodpecker species. 
They are often confused with the 
similar-looking hairy woodpecker. 
Downies are smaller than hairy 
woodpeckers, however, and 
rather than the hairy’s spike-like 
bill, downies sport a smaller, less 
conspicuous bill. Males possess a 
red spot on the back of the head, 
and both sexes have a general 
black and white appearance.

I’m hardly alone in seeing these 
woodpeckers, especially during the 
coldest months of the 
year. Found in every 
state — except Hawaii 
— and throughout 
much of Canada, 
downy woodpeckers 
are abundant across 
North America. 
Associated with riparian habitats 
and deciduous forests, downies 
are also present in suburban 
parks, developed neighborhoods, 
orchards, and mixed woods. In the 
Northeast, the species is a regular 
visitor to backyards with bird 
feeders and tree cover.

Although they are not long-
distance migrants, downy 
woodpeckers in the northern part 
of the range and in mountainous 
areas do move in winter. In the 
“Peterson Reference Guide to 
Woodpeckers of North America,” 
Stephen A. Shunk writes, “These 
birds tend to move southward or 
downslope as the frost level lowers 
in elevation, often overwintering 
in urban woodlots and frequently 
visiting well-stocked feeding 

Woodpeckers are well adapted to winter

Outside
Story

The

stations.”
Downy woodpeckers also adapt 

to winter weather by changing their 
foraging habits. As Bernd Heinrich 
relates in his book “Winter World,” 
downy woodpeckers may join a 
flock of chickadees which might 
also include brown creepers, red-
breasted nuthatches, and golden-
crowned kinglets. These mixed 
species flocks enable member 
birds to avoid predators and 
take advantage of available food 
resources. 

During winter, male 
and female downy 
woodpeckers also feed 
in different places. 
Females are relegated 
to the lower portion 
of trees, while males 
forage higher up. 

However, both males and females 
continue to find insects by drilling 
into tree bark. Once they’ve made 
a hole, downies use their long, 
barbed tongues to extract hidden 
insect prey. Depending on the time 
of year, preferred foods include 
gall wasps, caterpillars, and wood-
boring beetles. At winter feeders, 
sunflower seeds, peanuts, and suet 
are all readily eaten. In the spring 
and summer, downy woodpeckers 
have also been spotted sipping 
from hummingbird feeders.

To stay warm on frigid nights, 
downies roost in cavities they’ve 
excavated in dead or dying 
trees.  Constructed in late fall, 
these spaces offer shelter from 
sub-freezing temperatures and 
protection from predators. Downy 

woodpeckers will also use artificial 
nest boxes. After the sun rises each 
day, a woodpecker will vacate the 
roosting site and begin searching 
for food.

Downy woodpeckers rely on a 
variety of woodland types to meet 
their food, water, and cover needs. 
They thrive in regenerating open 
forests as well as towns and cities 
with adequate tree cover. However, 
like other woodpeckers, downies 
rely on snags for nesting during the 
breeding season. Removal of these 
dead trees may negatively impact 
local woodpecker populations. 
Development that fails to leave 
pockets of trees will also reduce 
suitable habitat.

In my yard in southern Maine, 
downy woodpeckers join the 
chickadees, titmice, nuthatches, 
and hairy woodpeckers that wait 
for a turn at the feeders. Small yet 
easily spotted, these woodpeckers 
are well-suited to life in a 
northeastern winter. I appreciate 
their ingenuity and their ability to 
stay warm and fed during the most 
challenging time of the year. And 
on a personal level, I appreciate the 
inspiration they afford me day in 
and day out.

Lee Emmons is a nature writer. 
He lives in Newcastle, Maine. 
The illustration for this column is 
by Adelaide Murphy Tyrol. The 
Outside Story is assigned and 
edited by Northern Woodlands 
magazine and sponsored by the 
Wellborn Ecology Fund of the New 
Hampshire Charitable Foundation: 
www.nhcf.org.

BRISTOL — The public is 
invited to come to the First 
Baptist Church of Bristol to 
enjoy a take-out roast pork dinner 
on Saturday, March 26.

The dinner will include mashed 
potatoes, carrots, applesauce, 

homemade rolls and a piece of 
delicious sugar-topped brownie 
cake all for only $12 per person. 
First Baptist is the church behind 
the Bristol park. All proceeds go 
toward a new church furnace.

Pre-orders are required. 

Call Janet at 802-377-1668 by 
Tuesday, March 22, to order 
yours. 

Pick-up on the 26th is from 
5-5:30 p.m. Organizers would 
appreciate exact change. 

Roast pork dinner take-out set in Bristol

SomaworkSomaworkss    ••    MiddleburMiddleburyy,, VT VT 
802-388-3362 802-388-3362 
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Practitioner Practitioner 
of the Weekof the Week

Shannon Louise is the 
owner of 802 PMU. Her 
business began at 802 Ink 
and she recently transitioned 
to her own space in 
Essex Junction. In 2021, 
Shannon decided to get 
her eyebrows microbladed 
and even though she had 
no idea what to expect, she 
was ready for a smudge-
free-never-have-to-apply-
makeup-again kind of look. 

After that one session, she was hooked. The 
experience changed her life so much that 
she knew she was ready to make a career 
out of permanent makeup and she became a 
Certifi ed PMU artist a month later. Shannon 
has discovered a love of helping others feel 
confi dent in their own skin through the use 
of permanent makeup and can’t wait to show 
you what she can do.

Contact Shannon at:
802pmu@gmail.com
802-363-0323

confidentfeel in your own skin 

piercings • microblading • microshading
faux freckles • scalp pigmentation

802pmu@gmail.com

802-363-0323

jaibeauty.com

24 pinecrest drive • essex junction

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”
50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners
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Shannon LouiseShannon Louise  802-363-0323   
PMU Artist

Jim Condon Jim Condon  ..... 802-388-4880 or 802-475-2349
    SomaWork

Caryn Etherington Caryn Etherington  ............  802-388-4882 ext. 3
    Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork

Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ................ 802-388-4882 ext. 4
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon ............................... 802-388-0254
Energy Work                www.joanne.abmp.com

Winfi eld Kelley, D.C. Winfi eld Kelley, D.C.  ........................ 802-453-6010
    Chiropractic Treatment

Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Nancy TellierNancy Tellier.................... 802-388-4882 ext. 1
Ortho-Bionomy®

Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
 Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
 Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Shannon Louise
PMU Artist



Addison Independent, Thursday, March 10, 2022 — PAGE 13A

REMINDER
Extended Office Hours:

Tuesday, March 15th 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
 Treasurer’s Office: 388-8100 ext. 203 or 204

accountclerk@townofmiddlebury.org
 Please allow extra time if you are mailing your payment,

postmarks are not accepted as timely payment.
 For your convenience there is a secure payment box

located between the Town Office and the Library.

Town of Middlebury  3rd installment property 
tax bills are due in the Treasurer’s Office
on or before: Tuesday, March 15, 2022

All Winter Coats, Lined 
Bibs/Pants/Coveralls, 
LS Shirts, LS Graphic 

T-Shirts, 
Hats, 
Lined 
Gloves, 
Ranger 
Pac 
Boots, Thermal 
Base Layers and 

Heavyweight Socks (Excluding 
Darn Tough, All Women’s Carhartt 
and Muck Boots)

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street
    802-388-4937

Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Open
7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Select Carhartt and 
Winter Clothing 

Clearance 

All While Supplies Last, 
Cannot be combined with any other 

sale or offer, in-stock items only. 
Sale Ends 3/20/22

All Winter Coats, Lined 
Bibs/Pants/Coveralls, 
LS Shirts, LS Graphic 

T-Shirts, 
Hats, 
Lined 
Gloves, 
Ranger 

40% OFF
INCLUDING KIDS 

AND INFANTS!

GRACE FUTRAL AND Daniel Gutierrez recently purchased Bud’s Beans, based in Middlebury’s Marble Works complex. The two Middlebury 
College students now own two local coffee companies — the other one being Iluminar.

Independent photo/John Flowers

business complex. Gutierrez 
knew all about Bud’s Beans prior 
to the purchase, consummated 
on Jan. 20 with the business’s 
most recent owners, Leah Keller 
and Brian Carter. Gutierrez had 
previously used the Bud’s Beans 
headquarters to make batches 
of his maiden coffee venture, 
Iluminar, which Futral has helped 
propel with her keen 
sense of marketing.

So when Bud’s 
Beans came up for 
sale, Gutierrez and 
Futral figured it would 
make sense for them to 
buy it and consolidate 
their percolating coffee 
empire under one roof.

“Originally, our plan 
wasn’t to buy Bud’s 
Beans; it was to look 
for a more permanent 
space (that Iluminar) 
could grow into,” 
Gutierrez said. “I 
thought about it a bit, 
we crunched numbers 
… and decided, ‘This would 
actually be a great opportunity.’”

Futral was gung-ho.
“I was on board from the 

beginning,” she said. “As soon as 
he told me, I said ‘Yeah, let’s do 
it.’”

Now they’re looking forward 
to joining a robust contingent of 
Middlebury College grads who’ve 
elected to put down roots in 
the shadow of their alma mater. 
Futral graduated last year, while 
Gutierrez still has a year to go 
before earning his bachelor’s 
degree. He decided to take the 
2021-2022 academic year off 
in order to focus on the coffee 
business. Roasting beans seven 
nights per week while immersed 
in academics was “absolute 
madness. There wasn’t really a 
balance, and I didn’t manage it 
well.”

The year off has paid major 
dividends, first with the growth of 
Iluminar, which Gutierrez founded 
during his first year at Middlebury. 
His interest in becoming a coffee 
merchant began percolating while 
taking a J-term class called “Midd 
Entrepreneurs.”

“The idea was simple: provide 
amazing coffee without breaking 
the bank and highlight the 
producers that make our bean juice 

possible,” reads the company’s 
mission statement.

Gutierrez and Futral source 
Iluminar’s coffee beans from 
farms in Columbia and Zambia. 
The company lists five coffee 
varieties for sale, including 
Chiroso (Columbia), with notes of 
Mandarin orange, apricot, Swiss 
chocolate, mint and hibiscus; and 
Catimor 129 (Zambia), with notes 

of juicy red fruits, 
mulberry, caramel and 
fudge.

Iluminar would 
have remained just a 
dream for Gutierrez 
if not for the guidance 
and generosity of other 
Vermont specialty 
coffee producers. His 
mentors have included 
Matthew and Aless 
Delia-Lôbo, owners 
of Lost Monarch and 
Royal Oak here in 
Middlebury. Gutierrez 
and Futral have both 
worked shifts at Lost 
Monarch during their 

time at the college.
After spending its first year in a 

tiny spot in Middlebury College’s 
innovation hub, Iluminar moved 
to rented space at Bud’s Beans, 
where Gutierrez was allowed to 
roast his coffees a day a week 
while using space for storage and 
packaging.

It wasn’t too long before 
Iluminar outgrew what Bud’s 
Beans was able to provide, which 
sent Gutierrez to Uncommon 
Coffee in Essex.

“It was quite the haul,” he 
recalled of the travel.

It had become clear after Futral 
came onboard that Iluminar was 
ready to move to the next level.

“Grace is amazing when it 
comes to design and branding,” 
Gutierrez said. “She did a whole 
rebranding for Iluminar that 
exploded things. And that’s what 
led us to look for a new space.”

The two partners initially talked 
to Keller and Carter about sharing 
a larger space for their respective 
operations. Those talks soon 
deviated to the outright sale of 
Bud’s Beans, Gutierrez said.

“When this (business) became 
available, we couldn’t say no,” 
Futral said. 

Under normal circumstances, 
taking on a second enterprise 

would have been an almost 
impossible task for the two young 
partners. But they reasoned that 
Bud’s Beans was already a known 
commodity and thus needed no 
foundational work or intensive 
marketing.

“It’s so nice to walk into 
a business that’s already so 
established — like a local legend,” 
Futral said.

Bud’s Beans hail from Bali, 
Brazil, Ethiopia, Columbia and 
Guatemala. Bud’s owners through 
the years have bought mostly 
organically grown, fair trade 
coffee.

While the future could bring 
some minor rebranding for Bud’s 
Beans, Futral and Gutierrez 
promised “no major changes” to 
what has been a winning formula.
GETTING BIGGER

Just weeks after purchasing 
Bud’s, the couple bought a larger 
roaster from Vivid Coffee in 
Burlington. It’s about twice the 
size as the old Bud’s beans roaster, 
according to Gutierrez, and allows 
for continuous roasting — as 
many as 50 batches, back to back. 
The old roaster had to be shut 
down and cleaned after every 
couple of roasts.

“One of the beautiful things 
about coffee roasting and scaling 
up with bigger equipment and 
machinery is you’re able to roast 
so much more, but cut down your 
time,” Gutierrez said. “We’re now 
roasting two days a week and still 
have plenty of time where we can 
fill out a roast schedule, which 
frees up our time to do other 
things.”

It’s been a tasty, hands-on 
learning experience for the newly 
minted mocha mavens.

“I’ve always loved coffee, 
but I didn’t know the internal 

complexities of it — both in the 
flavor and in the production of 
it,” Futral said. “Daniel taught me 
about it pretty intensely; it was 
like a crash course.”

A crash course that required a 
lot of tasting so that Futral’s palate 
could discern the sometimes 
subtle flavor notes most prized by 
coffee connoisseurs.

Business has been great, and it 
could soon get a lot better.

Gutierrez has been selected 
to compete at the U.S. Coffee 
Championships (barista 
competition) in Boston, April 
8-10. It’s a major event at which 
coffee reputations can be made.

“If I were to place well, it 
would bring us a huge amount 
of exposure to the point where 
we might build this business a 
lot quicker than we anticipated,” 
Gutierrez said.

Futral and Gutierrez are OK 
with expanding, and they want 
to do it here, where they got their 
start.

“If we to have to expand, it 
would be within Addison County,” 
Gutierrez said emphatically.

And that’s good news for those 
intent on injecting more youth 
into one of the grayest states in 
the nation. 

“I always had the perspective 
that it didn’t really matter where 
I landed,” Futral said. “I was 
satisfied going anywhere, and 
Vermont has become my home for 
the last five years — especially 
when I started working in the 
community, getting off campus.”

More details about Iluminar 
and Bud’s Beans can be found 
online at iluminar.coffee and 
budsbeanscoffee.com.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Coffee
(Continued from Page 1A)

“I’ve always 
loved coffee, 
but I didn’t 
know the 
internal 
complexities 
of it — both 
in the flavor 
and in the 
production of 
it.” 

— Grace Futral

extra hour of sunlight the next day.

To celebrate Earth Day this year the Salisbury Free Public Library 
has partnered with the Neighborhood Forest program to give away free 
trees to children. Simply go to this website — neighborhoodforest.
org/parent-registration/?school=23286&cyear=2022 — and fill out the 
simple registration form to receive one free tree per child (additional 
trees available for purchase). The trees will be delivered to the library; 
the library will let you know when they arrive and you simply come and 
pick them up. Registration will be open only until March 11.

The Nature Conservancy owns and manages the 374-acre Raven 
Ridge Natural Area, spanning the towns of Charlotte, Monkton and 
Hinesburg. Visitors can enjoy walking on the trails year-round at 
Raven Ridge. However, from March 1 to June 15 a portion of the 
hiking trail at the top of the ridge will be closed. In the spring, the 
ridge provides important habitat for ravens and bobcats that are 
raising their young during this time. The rocky outcrops offer prime 
nesting habitat for ravens and the rock formations create caves and 
shelter that host known bobcat dens. These animals are particularly 
vulnerable to disturbance at this time, so hikers are asked to please 
stay off of the closed portion of the trail for the time being. 

An election we overlooked in last week’s town meeting wrap-ups 
was the winners for the Shoreham Planning Commission. While voters 
returned Tim Steady to the commission (his name was on the ballot), 
37 voters wrote in the name of Carrie Marini for the second seat up for 
election to the Shoreham Planning Commission. It’s not every day that a 
write-in candidate is successful. Congratulations, Carrie.

Habitat for Humanity of Addison County is struggling to find 
applicants for the homes that it is building in Vergennes. You may 
qualify for help buying a home. Check out the basic requirements 
online at addisonhabitat.org/apply-for-a-home. If you can think of 
anyone that might fit this criteria, please, please encourage them to 
check it out, too.

The International Association of Chiefs of Police is conducting a 
workload and staffing analysis for the Vergennes Police Department on 
behalf of the Vergennes City Council. As part of this study, the IACP is 
seeking to learn more about the agency from members of the Vergennes 
community, specifically those who live or work in the city. Survey 
participation is voluntary, and responses are confidential. The survey 
should take less than 15 minutes to complete and may be found at research.
net/r/VPD_Community. Those with any questions or concerns about the 
survey or larger study may contact the IACP team at VergennesVT@
theIACP.org.

How often do you get a chance to down a brew to raise some money 
for your favorite local charity? Lawson’s Finest Liquids of Waitsfield 
selected Rokeby Museum of Ferrisburgh as one of its March donation 
recipients. Here’s how it works, people who visit Lawson’s taproom 
in Waitsfield have no tip obligation (the company pays a living wage), 
but if you do leave a tip between March 16 and 31, 100% is given to 
this month’s charities, including Rokeby. Museum officials said they 
are thrilled to get this support, which will be used to update access 
and signs at its 50-acre trail system. 

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)

MIDDLEBURY — Apoorva 
Mandavilli of the New York Times 
will deliver Middlebury College’s 
2022 Robert W. van de Velde Jr. 
’75 Memorial lecture, “Reporting 
on an Unprecedented Pandemic,” 
this coming Monday, March 14, at 
7 p.m. 

Since the early days of 2020, 
when the world slowly woke to the 
coronavirus pandemic, reporting 
on the virus has been relentless, 
fast-paced, and immeasurably 
complicated. It has also been 
exhilarating. This presentation will 
offer a glimpse into the experience of 
a journalist who has written almost 
exclusively about the pandemic for 
nearly two years.

Mandavilli joined the staff of the 
New York Times in 2019. Previously, 
she was the founding editor-in-chief 
of Spectrum, an award-winning 
news site on autism science that 
grew an audience of millions. She 
led the team there for 13 years. She 
also co-founded Culture Dish, an 
organization dedicated to enhancing 
diversity in science journalism, 
and was the founding chair of 
the Diversity Committee for the 

National Association of Science 
Writers. She is the 2019 winner of 
the Victor Cohn Prize for Excellence 
in Medical Science Reporting.

Robert van de Velde Jr. attended 
Middlebury College, where he 
majored in Sociology and was 
an active member of the staff of 
WRMC-FM, the college radio 
station. Not long after his graduation, 
he died suddenly. Shortly after 
his death, family members and 
friends established the Robert W. 
van de Velde, Jr. ’75 Memorial 
Lecture. This lecture provides an 
annual opportunity for a searching 
examination of the confluence of 
public affairs and journalism.

The link to join this webinar 
can be found at tinyurl.com/
MandavilliMidd. 

Lecture on tap to discuss
reporting on a pandemic
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severity, and our students are 
continuing to report mild or no 
symptoms, which is what we would 
expect in our highly vaccinated 
community.”

Ninety-nine percent of students 
and 98% of employees 
are vaccinated at 
Middlebury.

The spike on campus 
coincides with a steady 
decline in cases statewide 
and around the country, 
which has prompted a 
reconsideration of public 
health guidance such as 
mask-wearing in schools.

Why is it spiking at 
Middlebury College 
now? 

Because “the omicron 
variant is still highly 
contagious,” college 
officials said.

But it’s milder and it’s 
resolving more quickly, 
in most cases, they added.

Indeed, while the 
college reported 216 active cases 
on Friday, and 72 new cases over 
the next four days, there were only 
135 active cases on campus as of 
Tuesday afternoon, according to 
the dashboard.

“We are hearing from some 
students that they do not think they 
had symptoms but upon reflection 
they had very mild symptoms 

within days of their positive 
result,” Ray said. “This is more 
and more common with omicron, 
which presents as a mild cold for 
most who are vaccinated.”

Middlebury College does not 
release data on case severity, “due 

to privacy concerns,” 
Ray said.

Students who test 
positive are required to 
isolate for five days, in 
accordance with CDC 
guidelines.

The college offers 
designated isolation 
housing for those who 
need it, and some 
students are allowed to 
recover at home.

“Many choose to stay 
in their dorms,” Ray 
said.

As Middlebury 
College’s case counts 
have spiked, so have 
those in Addison 
County, which recorded 
325 cases in the past 

two weeks. How much of the 
former accounts for the latter is 
challenging to sort out, however.

“The Vermont Department of 
Health has said that its case counts 
and percent positivity rates are 
now considered less accurate due 
to individuals in communities 
using home antigen tests and not 
necessarily reporting positive or 

negative test results,” Ray said.
Middlebury tests its students 

weekly and those students have 
also been reporting home antigen 
test results — all of which get 
reported to the DOH.

But the collection and reporting 
timelines are different.

“It’s important to note that 
students who test positive may 
be out of isolation in a few days 
if their symptoms started prior 
to a PCR test or if they had no 
symptoms,” Ray said. “This is one 
reason we are deploying antigen 
tests, so that individuals receive 
their results more quickly. This 
creates challenges in reporting 
active cases and correlating them 
to test results.”

Consequently, “it is not accurate 
or appropriate to compare our case 
counts with (those reported by the 
DOH),” Ray said.

Middlebury maintains a four-
tiered color-coded COVID alert 
system that ranges from green 
to red. The default status while 
students are in residence is 
yellow, or “Moderate: COVID-19 
Precautions in Place.” 

As of 5 p.m. Tuesday, the campus 
status was orange, or “High Alert: 
Additional Precautions Needed.”

To see the last campus 
COVID-19 announcements visit 
middlebury.edu/office/covid-19-
updates/announcements.

College COVID
(Continued from Page 1A)

issued, officials said. Instead, 
general guidelines will apply to all 
Vermonters — so schools along 
with congregate settings such as 
long-term care facilities, which 
previously were issued additional 
mitigation protections, will no 
longer be differentiated. 

“The guidance that we’re 
putting out is really under the 
rubric of general population 
guidance,” Health Commissioner 
Levine clarified on Tuesday. He 
emphasized that health care and 
long-term care facilities should 
focus on “good infection control 
practices, of course, but not 
being so overly restrictive that 
we adversely impact the mental 
health of people working in such 
facilities.”

Levine and Gov. Scott asked 
Vermonters to remain respectful 
toward others.

“The decision to wear a mask 
will be up to each person based on 
their own circumstances, personal 
risk assessment and health needs,” 

Levine said. “This will mean 
something different for everyone. 
You may feel ready to take off your 
mask indoors. Or you may decide 
to keep wearing it due to your age 
or a health condition or to protect 
someone at risk for more severe 
illness. Or maybe you’re just more 
comfortable keeping it on during 
this transition time. 

“I want everyone to know that’s 
totally OK. It’s OK to be cautious 
and make these decisions at your 
own pace. And I ask everyone to 
be supportive of these personal 
choices and not judge anyone who 
chooses to keep a mask on.”

The governor agreed: “There 
should be no stigma surrounding 
them, and we should be accepting 
of people who want to wear 
masks.”

Scott added that masks protect 
the wearer as well as others, 
although he admitted that experts 
agree masks are most protective 
when universally used — which 
the new guidance rescinded. 

Levine cautioned folks to 

treat the change as a transition: 
“Remember, it’s still a good idea to 
keep a mask with you. And some 
places you may choose to go may 
still encourage or require them,” he 
said. “I urge you not to throw these 
masks away. And while you’re at 
it, hang on to your home test kits 
as well. As much as we’ve learned 
about this virus, we know it has 
the ability to quickly change and 
we must remain prepared to meet 
those changes if we need to.”

At the March 3 press briefing, 
neither the governor nor members 
of the administration wore a mask. 
It was the first time since Nov. 2, 
2021, they have been maskless.
TOO SOON?

Some experts have cautioned 
that research doesn’t back claims 
that unmasking is safe and the 
state’s decision is somewhat at 
odds with guidance from the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. The CDC created a 
new rating system for the risk of 
virus transmission at a county 
level, using hospitalization and 

hospital capacity along with 
infection rates — measures that 
are now universally being used to 
measure risk, rather than case data, 
which is limited due to the reliance 
of self-reporting with 
rapid tests. 

Using that system, 
12 Vermont counties 
— including Addison 
— are at “low” or 
“medium” risk, but 
Bennington and Rutland 
counties remained at 
“high” risk, meaning 
the CDC recommends 
that COVID mitigation 
measures — specifically 
masking — remain in 
place.

Kelso said the state 
considered that, but 
decided to take a more 
“consistent” approach. 

Scott added: “We’re 
going to look at this 
holistically — the entire 
state of Vermont, instead 
of by county, because 
we’re so intertwined 
with everyone else,” he said. 
“There are folks from rural parts 
of the states who have to drive into 
a heavily populated region, that 
work in those areas, and socialize 
in those areas, or shop in those 
areas. We’re moving around a lot.”

Kelso said that, with COVID 
case counts declining, she expected 
high-risk counties to move out of 
that range in the coming weeks.

Students have also suffered 

academically, socially and 
emotionally for too long, Secretary 
of Education Dan French said. 

“We are hoping the shift of 
mitigation recommendations 

will free up capacity 
in schools to focus 
on critical education 
recovery work, which 
includes utilizing the 
federal relief dollars that 
we have at the state level 
to help them with their 
local needs,” French said. 
“This recovery planning 
is kicked into high gear 
at the state level … Our 
focus will be in two areas 
in particular this spring: 
One, addressing the 
academic and learning 
needs of students and, 
two, supporting the social 
and emotional needs of 
students and staff.”
TESTING 

For the next few weeks, 
school testing programs 
will remain in place, but 
will be phased out and 

replaced with general access to 
testing for all Vermonters. 

“In terms of COVID testing 
in schools, we’re maintaining 
our current programs, which 
are twofold,” French explained 
Tuesday. “Both programs rely on 
antigen testing, the rapid tests. 
‘Tests at home’ is still being 
maintained for the time being as 
is what we call ‘staff assurance 
testing,’ which basically provides 

staff ready access to antigen tests, 
so they can maintain an awareness 
of their own status relative to the 
virus … those programs will be 
fading out over time. I think we’ll 
start to see that happen around April 
1, sometime in that timeframe.” 
ISOLATION, QUARANTINE 

The state also announced 
Thursday that the department 
would be simplifying its isolation 
and quarantine guidance. 

“If you test positive you will 
need to stay home and isolate for 
five days,” Levine said. “If you are 
a close contact ... you do not need 
to quarantine but you should get 
tested. Testing is still recommended 
if you have symptoms or an 
exposure to COVID-19. And we 
will continue to urge Vermonters 
to stay up to date on their vaccines 
and boosters to be as protected as 
possible.”

Levine emphasized that 
Vermont, as a state, is seeing very 
low hospitalizations and impacts 
on the healthcare system related to 
COVID illness.” 

“We’re well protected 
against severe disease through 
vaccination, have more immunity 
in our population from infection 
and have ready access to testing 
and treatment options,” he said. 
“We have the tools available to 
protect Vermonters and we are 
now preparing to update our public 
health guidance, which will reflect 
these new realities and help us 
live safely with fewer COVID-19 
disruptions in our lives.”

Masks
(Continued from Page 1A)

“Our 
(Middlebury 
College) 
students are 
continuing 
to report 
mild or no 
symptoms, 
which is 
what we 
would 
expect in 
our highly 
vaccinated 
community.”

— Sarah Ray

“There should 
be no stigma 
surrounding 
(people who 
continue to 
mask up), and 
we should be 
accepting of 
people who 
want to wear 
masks.”

— Gov. Phil 
Scott

This informational campaign is organized and paid for 
by the MAUSD Community Engagement Committee

In an ongoing e� ort to keep the Five Town 
community informed, the Community Engagement 
Committee of the Board of the Mount Abraham 
Uni� ed School District (MAUSD) continues our 
series to help provide a framework for outreach, 
input and understanding of the future planning 
for the success and sustainability of MAUSD.  There 
are many moving parts to this process, including 
the report by education consultant Nate Levenson, 
the vote to allow Lincoln to withdraw from MAUSD, 
and the work of the MAUSD/ANWSD Merger Study 
Committee.  The Board aims to use this column, 
along with our website, Front Porch Forum, emails 
to community members, and Board discussion 
at meetings to ensure this process is transparent 
and includes many opportunities for public 
participation.

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE OF MAUSD: The 
towns of Bristol, Monkton, New Haven, and 
Starksboro voted to ratify the withdrawal of 
Lincoln from MAUSD. This is the second in a 
ten step process, including the submission of a 
plan for withdrawal to the Vermont State Board 
of Education for conditional approval and the 
negotiation of an exit plan between Lincoln 
and MAUSD that all MAUSD voters must vote to 
approve.  In the meantime, the MAUSD Board 
and administration continue to work on the 
development of a long-range plan for the District.  
The Levenson report includes variables that allow 
options to be adjusted based on the number of 
schools in the District, therefore this work can 
continue even as Lincoln moves forward with a 
withdrawal process.  

The Levenson report also suggests that a cost 
e� ectiveness mindset, coupled with giving 
more decision-making power and responsibility 
to building principals in budget planning and 
sta�  ng, could provide many of the necessary 

savings to ensure the � nancial sustainability of 
the District.  In order to begin to move this work 
forward, on February 16 the Board approved the 
following motion:  “With the goal of achieving the 
ENDS while keeping all � ve elementary schools 
open in our district, we direct the Superintendent 
to develop a structured and facilitated internal 
planning process that will allow school & district 
leaders to use protocols and practices that will 
enable MAUSD to embrace a cost-e� ectiveness 
mindset, bounded autonomy, and clear roles, 
responsibilities and decision making structures.”  

In the coming months, the Board will be 
developing a plan for exploring the other options 
in the report.  This will include opportunities for 
community members to ask questions and provide 
input into potential next steps.

Links to the Levenson report and supporting 
documents can be found in the School Board 
section of the MAUSD website, on the Facilities 
Planning page.  If community members have 
questions about the report, they can submit them 
to Dawn Griswold, Board Chair. at dawn.griswold@
mausd.org or Krista Siringo, Board Vice Chair at 
krista.siringo@mausd.org.

MAUSD/ANWSD MERGER STUDY COMMITTEE:  
The purpose of this committee is to analyze 
whether a merger of the MAUSD and the ANWSD 
would be advantageous to each District.  On 
March 22, the MAUSD Board will be discussing 
the work of the merger study committee in the 
context of the Levenson report.  Page seven 
of the report states: “Of all the components 
reviewed, the merger with ANWSD best meets 
the evaluation criteria* if this does not reduce a 
town’s right to vote. The bene� ts, both academic 
and � nancial, were signi� cant compared to the 
other components.” 

The process for the work of the MAUSD/ANWSD 
Merger Study Committee is as follows: (1) Before 
completing its � nal report, the committee is 
required to “transmit the report and articles to 
the school boards of each school district that 
participated in the study committee … for the 
review and comment of each school board;” 
(2) The MAUSD School Board will consider the 
recommendations of the committee in the context 
of what is best for the students of our District; 
(3 ) The Board will ask for community input 
into any recommendation; (4) If the committee 
recommends a merger, and the recommendation 
is endorsed by the Agency of Education, there will 
be a required, co-mingled vote in each district. The 
committee has extended its timeline and there will 

not be a vote on a possible merger before Election 
Day in November of 2022.  If there is a vote, and 
either district votes no, the recommendation would 
go no further.  Meeting minutes and agendas 
for future meetings can be found on the MAUSD 
website in the School Board section on the Merger 
Study Committee webpage.

The location, Zoom information, agendas and 
minutes of all Board meetings and committee 
meetings can be found at www.mausd.org in the 
School Board section.  Recordings of meetings 
can be found at NEAT TV in the Video on Demand 
section: neatbristol.com.  Please reach out to Board 
Chair Dawn Griswoldat dawn.griswold@mausd.org
with any questions or concerns.

Academic and Enrichment Options Class Size (15-20 at elementary school level, slightly 
higher at middle/high school level)

Financial Costs Flexibility to Respond to Changes

Grade Con� gurations (limit multi-grade classes to 
no more than two grades)

High School Options (maintain Mt. Abe facility, greatly 
improve Mt. Abe facility, or ensure adequate class size 
and programming by combining with another high 
school or building a larger, regional high school)

Reasonable Transportation Times School-Based Decision Making

School-Community Connections Social and Emotional Supports

Towns Vote on Closure or Repurposing

*The evaluation criteria were originally developed by the Board when soliciting community proposals for 
facilities planning options, and were further re� ned, expanded and agreed upon by a group of community 
members and six building principals.  The criteria are listed here in alphabetical order and can also be 
found on page � fteen of the Levenson report:



Addison Independent, Thursday, March 10, 2022 — PAGE 15A

REMINDER
Extended Office Hours:

Tuesday, March 15th 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
 Treasurer’s Office: 388-8100 ext. 203 or 204

accountclerk@townofmiddlebury.org
 Please allow extra time if you are mailing your payment,

postmarks are not accepted as timely payment.
 For your convenience there is a secure payment box

located between the Town Office and the Library.

Town of Middlebury  3rd installment property 
tax bills are due in the Treasurer’s Office
on or before: Tuesday, March 15, 2022

OPEN TUESDAY-FRIDAY 7AM-3PM, SATURDAY 7AM-2PM
51 OSSIE ROAD    EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT    802-989-7200

Otter East now o� ers the 
famous breakfast panini!

Please fi nd the full 
menu on our website at 
OtterEast.com

Call 802-989-7220
OR email order inquiries to
info@ottercreekbakery.com

Motion 
Separation 

Index

170
Super Pocketed Coil™ Springs
The gold standard in undisturbed 
rest.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

   

MAUI™
MEDIUM

      Twin Set ...... $849
     Full Set ........... $949
      Queen Set ........... $995
   King Set ............... $1399

If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.
Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

   
      Twin Set ...... $895
     Full Set ......... $1095
      Queen Set ......... $1299
   King Set ............... $1699

CAYMAN™
EXTRA FIRM

  

L-CLASS™
PLUSH

      
     Twin XL Set ... $2049
    Full Set ............ $2399
   Queen Set ............ $2499
 King Set ................. $3099

  

L-CLASS™
EXTRA FIRM

    
       Twin XL Set ... $1749
    Full Set ............ $2099
    Queen Set ........... $2199  
King Set ................. $2799

  

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM PILLOW TOP

    
     Twin XL Set ... $2349
    Full Set ............ $2699
    Queen Set ........... $2799
  King Set ................ $3399

  

C-CLASS™
PLUSH

      Twin Set .... $2599
     Full Set ......... $2899
      Queen Set ......... $3099
   King Set ............... $4199

  

C-CLASS™
MEDIUM

    
      Twin XL Set .. $2599
   Full Set ........... $2899
      Queen Set ......... $3199
   King Set ............... $4199

1-800-261-WOOD
802-388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com 

FREE
DELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT       
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

knew of animals that were hurt, 
abused, disabled or unwanted and 
so needed a home. 

At least initially, the couple 
couldn’t say no.

“It morphed from there,” Erika 
said of their new and suddenly 
expanding sanctuary.

Colorado was OK, but Erika — 
originally from the East Coast — 
had a dream of transplanting their 
sanctuary to the Green Mountain 
State. In what turned out to be 
a wonderfully prophetic move, 
she found an online photo of the 
20-acre Take Joy Farm in Benson, 
something so beautiful that she 
posted it on the family fridge.

“I said, ‘This is where we’re 
going to live,’” Erika recounted.

“I missed the green grass, 
trees and water,” she continued. 
“(Colorado) was windy and brown 
and it was impossible to grow food 
where we were.”

Erika hoped her husband would 
be similarly inspired by her farm 
photo, but he remained committed 
to Colorado — until 2014. That’s 
when the Benson Farm of Erika’s 
dreams came up for sale.

But the couple — who by this 
time had recently welcomed their 
first of three children — realized it 
would remain a dream unless they 
raised some cash.

“We needed two years of 
employment in order to get the 
mortgage to buy the property,” 
Erika said.

With that in mind, Mark moved 
to Burlington to take a job with a 
moving company. He scrimped 
and saved, living for a while in 
a storage unit, while Erika held 
down the fort in Colorado.

With enough cash in hand, 
the family made the momentous 
move from Colorado to Vermont 
in December of 2016. It took six 
trips to move themselves, all their 
animals and possessions to Benson.

There, they made a home for 
themselves and their animals, 
which currently number around 
200. Their sanctuary includes 
cows, goats, sheep, horses, turkeys, 
pigs, chickens, ducks, birds and 
guinea pigs.

Both Erika and Mark took on 

jobs and launched the “Kinder 
Way Coffeehouse” — first in Fair 
Haven, before relocating it to 
Castleton. The coffeehouse was in 
a prime spot, right near Castleton 
University and the Amtrak train 
station, and was doing well.

Until COVID-19 hit in early 
2020.

“When they shut down 
train traffic and classes (at the 
university), all of our business 
was gone,” Erika explained. “We 
faced a dilemma — What do we do 
now?” 

A dilemma compounded by the 
fact that Kinder Way Farm had just 
taken in a few hundred neglected 
animals that had been seized from a 
farm on Kimball Road in Brandon. 

Again, friends, neighbors and 
strangers learned of the Gutels’ 
plight, and sent them donations 
to help Kinder Way weather the 
financial storm. But ultimately, 
the Gutels knew their financial 
situation was such that they had to 
sell the Benson Farm. They put it 
on the market during the pandemic 
and now have a sales agreement 
with an Indiana couple that will 
grow vegetables there.
ANSWERED PRAYERS

Facing an April 1 deadline to 
vacate the farm, the Gutels searched 
high and low for a new home for 
Kinder Way. But it was a sellers’ 
rather than a buyers’ market. The 
dearth of Vermont property listings 
forced the couple to expand their 
search to neighboring states.

Then came the answer to their 
prayers.

Middlebury resident Jenna 
Laslocky, a fourth-grade teacher at 
Orwell Village School, last fall led 
her class on what she described as 
the “best field trip ever” to Kinder 
Way. Laslocky saw a social media 
post explaining the Gutels’ plight, 
and she responded.

“She reached out and asked if 
we would consider Middlebury,” 
Erika said. “It was like the clouds 
opened and the universe aligned.”

Loslocky and the Gutels worked 
out a lease agreement for 65 acres 
and a guest house the Laslockys 
own off East Munger Street in 
Middlebury.

The Gutels are currently raising 

$10,000 to purchase materials to 
build farm outbuildings for the 
diverse collection of Kinder Way 
lodgers. Volunteer labor will be 
used for construction, according to 
Erika.

Laslocky is thrilled that her 
family’s land will soon be put to 
more active use. It’s sporadically 
hayed right now. Beginning this 
spring, the grounds will reverberate 
with the sounds of giggling 
children and content animals. And 
that’s just fine with the landowners

“The land has been lonely 
without animals, and without 
people to enjoy it and appreciate 
it,” Laslocky said. “It feels like the 
farm is going to be back to its true 
self.”

She noted her father, Russell 
Laslocky, is a retired veterinarian. 
The Laslockys already have a 
couple of rescue sheep, so they 
know about the plight of forsaken 
animals. 

“The idea of this sanctuary 
finding sanctuary on our property 
was a bit of a dream come true for 
both my dad and myself,” she said, 
“We’ve often dreamed about taking 
in animals that needed homes.”

Laslocky harkened back to her 
Kinder Way field trip and the joy of 
seeing the Gutels interact with their 
animals, dispensing individualized 
attention to each one, knowing 
exactly what circumstance led to 
their entry into the Kinder Way 
fold.

“It was a dream to watch Mark 
and Erika and the passion they had 
for these animals, and the good 
lives these animals had,” she said. 
“It was beautiful to behold.”

Plans call for setting Russell 
Laslocky up with a golf cart so he 
can periodically tour Kinder Way 
to interact with the animals, and 
thus reconnect with a population 
he spent so many years healing.

“He’s very excited,” Jenna 
Laslocky said.

The Gutels also plan to grow 
produce on the Laslocky property. 
Looking into the future, the couple 
would like to expand Kinder 
Way services to include humans. 
Specifically, they’re imagining a 
future “Camp Compassion” for 
kids. They’d like to build yurts and 
natural structures to house visitors 
for a wellness retreat. They also 
see the potential for programs for 

A GOAT NAME Bean was fitted 
with a prosthetic leg to allow it to 
live a longer and happier live at 
the Kinder Way Farm, an animal 
sanctuary that will soon move 
from Benson to Middlebury.

KINDER WAY FARM’S Mark Gutel holds “Possum,” a piglet that his 
organization rescued from starvation.

Kinder Way Farm
(Continued from Page 1A)

SOME CATTLE AND goats rest a spell at Benson’s Kinder Way 
Farm, where they received sanctuary after neglect or maltreatment 
at other farms. Kinder Way is planning to move to Middlebury this 
spring. A SCHOOL CHILD on a visit to Kinder Way Farm gets some hands-

on experience with a real turkey.

the elderly and disabled, while 
expanding food production and 
committing more acreage to 
pastures and hay.

These grander plans would 
likely be contingent on eventual 
purchase of the Laslocky property, 
if they’d entertain selling it some 
point, Erika acknowledged.

Erika continues to be a fulltime 
Kinder Way custodian. Mark 
works for the Fair Haven Police 
Department, but continues to invest 
a lot of time in the sanctuary. Their 
children Sara (17), Mason (14) and 
Noah (5) also pitch in.

Kinder Way continues to get 
calls from people looking to place 
animals, but the Gutels don’t 
want to exceed their current 200 
guests. They’ll occasionally make 
an exception for a special needs 
animal with no other options.

And fortunately, the animals’ 
food needs are covered. An ardent 
group of Kinder Way supporters 
contributes to a food fund.

Anyone able to make a tax-
deductible contribution to Kinder 
Way’s $10,000 building supplies 
goal can do so through Venmo 
@ k i n d e r w a y f a r m s a n c t u a r y 

(last 4 digits 5379), PayPal at 
erika9067@hotmail.com, or 
checks made out to the sanctuary 
at 2158 Stage Rd., Benson, VT 
05743.
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JAMES A. DUMONT, ESQ.

15 Main Street
PO Box 229

Bristol, Vermont
05443

1-802-453-7011

jim@dumontlawvt.com

Visit our website at
dumontlawvt.com

Representing injury victims for more than 35 years

Call me toll free - 1-866-453-7011

Bristol BeatBristol Beat

Curbside pick-up, local delivery & shipping available
12 Main St. Bristol  •  802-453-9645  •  www.simonsaysvt.com

Hop on over for all 
things Easter and fun!!

Stuffies, surprise eggs, 
chocolate, baskets, bubbles, 

bunny ears & more.

Family Owned Since 1906

Manufactured locally
in Bristol, Vermont
QUALITY Kiln-dried 

Lumber
Hardwood

Mon-Fri 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(closed noon-12:30pm)

802-453-4884
www.vermontlumber.com

Friendly & Professional Service
Cash & Volume Discounts

ROUGH HARDWOODS
Maple • Oak • Birch • Cherry • Ash
Butternut • Yellow Poplar • Walnut 

• Mahogany

Repairs & Remodeling • New Con-
struction • Furniture • Cabinets

Superior Quality and Great Prices!

Call for pricing and availability.

cvplumbingheating.com champlainvalleyfuels.com

PLUMBING & HEATING
125 Monkton Road

Bristol, VT
802-453-2325

FUEL DELIVERY
185 Exchange Street

Middlebury, VT
802-388-4975

Thank you for your
support and loyalty

• Dependable Delivery
• 24-hour Emergency Service

• Free estimates for new installations and renovations

Emeraldrose wants to thank everyone who 
came out to vote on town meeting day!

Spring is almost Here
and it’s time to pop them seeds!

Come on in for all your seed starting needs.
open 11-5     tues-sat    |    802-452-4797    |    11 Main st bristol

just come on down
or stay connected on facebook and instagram

don’t forget our novelty seeds

Used & New Books
Puzzles & Games

Art & Craft Supplies
Toys & Gifts

Melissa & Doug
Thames & Kosmos

BO OK S & I N S T R U M EN TS

1 Main St • Bristol • 453-5982
www.recycledreadingofvt.com

Supply Your Imagination

Mon 10-5, Wed-Sat 10-5, Sun 11-3

Acoustic & Electric Guitars, & Supplies  
   Ukes, Harmonicas, World Instruments
  Kid’s Instruments - Kazoos to Guitars

Cajons, Percussion, Steel Tongue Drums

Your Art Supply Needs
Painting, Drawing, Calligraphy Supplies 

 Artist Grade Watercolors & Oils 
Art Sets, Clay & Tools, Craft Supplies

Bristol’s Premier Game Shop!
Co-Op, Strategy, World-Building
Legacy, Campaign, Card Games

For Kids, Teens & Adults
Gaming Dice, Mats & Game Shells

Cribbage, Backgammon,
Chess, and Checkers Sets

Classic Family & Party Games
One-on-One & Single Player Games

Thousands of Used/New/Discount Books!

Now in Stock - Handpans!

Award Winning Children’s Games
Learning Toys, Buildings & Craft Kits
Shashibo Cubes, Loopers, FinGears

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — The Mount 

Abraham Unifi ed School District’s 
director of student support 
services, Susan Bruhl, tendered her 
resignation last month, effective 
June 30. At that time she will 
assume a new role in the district: 
Early Intervention and Prevention 
Coordinator.

Bruhl has served in her current 
role for 16 years.

“My decision is bittersweet 
because I am invested in the work 
and recognize the signifi cance of 
achieving our goals to ensure that 
all MAUSD students belong, feel 
valued, and realize their potential,” 
Bruhl wrote in her Feb. 11 letter to 
Superintendent Patrick Reen. “That 
being said, it is incumbent on every 
individual within the organization 
to lead us towards the Ends, so I 
am looking forward to my new role 
in the district in service to students 
and their families.”

On Feb. 15, four days after 
Bruhl dated her resignation letter, 
the MAUSD posted a job opening 
for Director of Student Support 
Services to the educational 
employment website SchoolSpring.
com.

Bristol BeatBristol BeatBristol Beat

Director of student support resigns

PATRICK REEN

LINCOLN — Senior lunches are 
available every third Thursday of 
the month at Burnham Hall. Doors 
open at 11 a.m. and lunch is served 
at noon. Cost of the lunch is by 
donation. This month’s lunch will be 
held on Thursday, March 17. Please 
contact Nancy Orvis at 802-453-
4573 if you have any questions.
FROM SCS

The Town of Lincoln and the Save 
Community Schools (SCS) group 
thanks every voter in Bristol, New 
Haven, Monkton and Starksboro. 
We are deeply appreciative of your 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — Work continues 

apace behind the papered windows 
at 16 Main St. in Bristol, which chef-
entrepreneur V Smiley is planning 
to reopen as the Minifactory, a 
combination coffeeshop, food 
retailer and production space for her 
award-winning V Smiley Preserves.

Smiley purchased the location’s 
previous business, Bristol Cliffs 
Cafe, in December and said she 
plans to continue its decades-long 
legacy as “the bakery” in town.

As it stands now Smiley plans to 
open Minifactory later this month, 
she told the Independent. The 
business may need to operate at 
limited capacity at fi rst, but Smiley 

is looking forward to welcoming 
the community to the space, which 
will contain both new and familiar 
elements.  

Minifactory was slated to 
open in February, but expected 
funding from the Small Business 
Administration was slower to arrive 
than anticipated, and Smiley is 
still putting together her staff, she 
explained.

“I am looking for our pastry chef, 
FOH (front of house) manager 
and an operations person and an 
experienced cook who is excited 
about herbs, produce, biscuits, 
waffl es and loves a daytime menu,” 
she wrote earlier this week on 
Minifactory’s Instagram page, @

minifact.ory, which also contains a 
few photos of the space in progress.

“Can’t wait for this to get 
going!!!” wrote Instagram user 
cinamantoastcrunch in response to 
Smiley’s latest post. “I’m newish 
in Bristol and was so sad when the 
cafe closed less than a month after I 
moved but was also excited to see 
new plans for it!! Good luck with 
everything, I’ll be in!”

Smiley is hoping to make an 
announcement sometime next week 
about Minifactory’s opening date, 
she said.

For more information about 
employment with V Smiley 
Preserves, visit vsmileypreserves.
com/jobs.

New cafe coming to Bristol

Early Intervention and Prevention 
Coordinator is a position that’s 
being revived in the district, Reen 
told the Independent. It will report 
to the Director of Student Support 
Services.

“It will primarily support students 
and families who are eligible for 504 
services and who are experiencing 
transitional housing 
or homelessness,” 
Reen said. “We tried 
to distribute these 
responsibilities out 
to others over the 
past few years and 
it did not work well, 
so we are returning 
to our previous 
approach to meet 
these needs.”

The position will 
be funded the same 
way it had been in 
the past, through a 
combination of IDEA (Individuals 
with Disabilities Act) grants and 
Medicaid grant funds, Reen said.

Structurally, MAUSD Student 
Support Services will remain the 
same, and the district does not have 
any plans at this time to add more 
positions, Reen said.

Bruhl, who began serving in 
her current capacity in 2006, said 
changing jobs was a diffi cult 
decision she made for personal 
reasons.

“Anyone who has served in a 
leadership capacity understands the 
personal sacrifi ces, and in my 16 
years there have been many,” Bruhl 

told the Independent. 
“I am fortunate to serve 
alongside teammates 
who are visionary 
and passionate about 
the students in our 
community. I remain 
deeply committed to 
the work in MAUSD 
and grateful to offer 
students and their 
families essential 
supports they may need 
to access educational 
programming.”

Bruhl’s resignation 
and assumption of a new position 
come after several months of 
renewed focus on student supports 
and staffi ng levels in the district, 
especially at Bristol Elementary 
School and Mount Abraham Union 
High School, which experienced 
incidents of violence, bullying and 
other confl icts this past fall. 

District offi cials have responded 
to the incidents — which they 
believe have been exacerbated in 
part by the ongoing pandemic — by 
adding positions and increasing 
budgets for student supports.

Reach Christopher Ross at 
christopherr@addisonindependent.
com.

overwhelming support of our efforts 
to keep Lincoln Community School 
open for children for years to come 
and your support for our vision of 
vibrant public schools in Vermont. 
We continue this work with the 
validation of our 4-town friends, 
neighbors and community members.
FROM THE LIBRARY

The knitting group will meet at 
the library on Wednesdays from 
4-5:30 p.m. Bring your project, 
your problems, your interest and 
your sense of humor.  Everyone is 
welcome!

NEW HAVEN — Mount 
Abraham Union High School 
graduate Lydia Pitts will be 
competing at the NCAA Division 
III Indoor Track and Field National 
Championships, March 11-12, at 
the JDL Fast Track in Winston-
Salem, N.C.  

Pitts, who is ranked No. 2 in the 
nation in triple jump and No. 11 in 
hurdles in her division, qualifi ed to 
compete in those two events.

Currently a senior at Bowdoin 
College in Brunswick, Maine, 
Pitts is majoring in Computer 
Science with a Visual Arts minor. 
She is also captain of the Bowdoin 
women’s track and fi eld team. She 
holds two Bowdoin school records, 
in 60M hurdles (8.80 sec) and triple 
jump (40 ft). She has also earned 
NESCAC All Academic honors.

LYDIA PITTS OF New Haven will be competing in the NCAA Division 
III Indoor Track and Field National Championships, March 11-12, in 
Winston-Salem, N.C. A 2018 graduate of MAUHS, Pitts is a senior at 
Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine.

Photo/Brian Beard 

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip?
Call Kathy Mikkelsen at 453-4014

Take and make activity packs 
were extremely popular last month, 
so the library will be offering at 
least two more this month. Packs 
are free and available right next to 
the front door. They contain both 
the directions and materials for your 
child to fi nish a craft either with 
help or alone, depending on age. 
Suggestions are welcome for new 
activity packs. Please contact the 
library if you have an idea you’d like 
them to pursue.
REMINDER

There will be an Open Art Studio 
at the library on Friday, March 18, 
from 3 to 5 p.m. for ages 3-13.

Until next time … Never Look 
Back With Regret, Only Forward 
With Enthusiasm. Experience Tells 
You What To Do, Confi dence Allows 
You To Do It. You Are Enough.

Pitts to compete at NCAA Nationals
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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

Division II Playoffs
3/2 #4 Harwood vs #5 MUHS .................
............................................... 3-2 (2 OT)

Boys’ Basketball
Division II Playoffs

3/2 #3 Spaulding vs #14 MUHS ....89-37
3/5 #2 Montpelier vs #7 Mt. Abe ....64-35

Division III Playoffs
3/5 #4 VUHS vs #5 B. Falls ...........63-52

Girls’ Basketball
Division II Semi & Final in Barre

3/2 #6 Mt Abe vs #2 Enosburg ......52-48
3/5 #6 Mt. Abe vs #4 Spaulding .....36-33

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

NESCAC Final Four at Midd
3/5 #1 Midd vs #4 Hamilton ...............3-2
3/5 #3 Amherst vs. #2 Colby ..... 2-1 (OT)
3/6 #1 Midd vs #3 Amherst ................2-0

Men’s Lacrosse
3/5 Bowdoin vs Midd .....................13-12

Women’s Lacrosse
3/5 Midd vs Bowdoin .....................19-12

Baseball
3/5 Midd vs Bates ....................Canceled
3/5 Midd vs RPI .....................Postponed

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Boys’ Basketball

Division III Playoffs In Barre
3/10 #4 VUHS vs #1 Winooski ...............
.................................................. 6:30 PM
3/12 Final .................................. 7:30 PM

By ANDY KIRKALDY
BARRE — Saturday’s Division 

II girls’ basketball final  at the Barre 
Municipal Auditorium began with Mount 
Abraham senior center Laura Bonar 
sending favored Spaulding a message. 

Bonar blocked four early Tide shots, 
and a team that had walked over the 
Eagles by 26 points in February knew 
it was not going to be as easy this time 
around. 

The game ended with four juniors — 
Madi Gile, Lucy Parker, Peyton Vincent 
and Maia Jensen — combining for all 15 
Mount Abe points in the fourth quarter, 
including nine straight to open the 
period and wipe out the last Tide lead. 
The Eagles stunned Spaulding, 36-33, to 
claim the state championship.

The victory wrapped up a 16-8 season 
for the sixth-seeded Eagles that included 
four tournament wins, the last three over 
the Nos. 3, 2 and 4 seeds. Spaulding, 
riding a 14-game winning streak, 
dropped to 18-5.

Mount Abe defeated a Tide team that 
feasts on fast breaks and an up-tempo 
approach. How’d they do it? The Eagles 
held their own on the boards, minimized 
their turnovers, and controlled the pace.

Coach Connie LaRose said the Eagles 
had the ability and willingness to follow 
a game plan, and the heart to make plays 
when it mattered. 

That plan included two key adjustments 
defensively. The Eagles started in the 3-2 
zone they have used almost exclusively 
this season, but quickly switched into a 
2-3 zone that LaRose said better matched 
up with the Tide sharpshooters.

“We felt we could get better coverage 
stretching out the defense. Spaulding has 
three or four kids who can all nail the 
three,” LaRose said. “Defense did it.”

At the same time LaRose said the 
Eagles abandoned their trademark zone 
press and just set up in that zone, while 

also making sure not to allow the Tide to 
get out in transition. 

LaRose said Spaulding easily sliced 
through the press in their regular-season 
victory over the Eagles. By not pressing, 
Mount Abe took away a source of easy 
points for the Tide. 

“We adjusted our defense pretty well 
to handle that aspect of things. I can’t 
have five kids either crashing the boards 
or wandering. Two of you have to be 
starting back,” LaRose said. “They did a 
good job of those things.”

Those tactics, plus patient offense, 
also allowed Mount Abe to slow the pace 
more to the Eagles’ liking.

“We had that problem throughout the 
year. When a team like an Enosburg or 

Eagle girls’ basketball: We are the Champions

SENIOR LAURA BONAR stuffs Spaulding’s Sage MacAuley during Mount Abe’s 
championship win in Barre on Saturday. Bonar’s early dominance in the paint helped set the 
tone for the Eagles’ upset victory.

Photo courtesy of Mark Bouvier

EAGLE JUNIOR LUCY Parker drives 
into the lane during the Division II girls’ 
championship game on Saturday. 
Parker scored all seven of her points 
in the second half as Mount Abe rallied 
to defeat Spaulding.

Photo courtesy of Mark Bouvier

(See Champions, Page 4B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The No. 4 

Vergennes boys’ basketball team 
faced a challenge from No. 5 
Bellows Falls in a quarterfinal this 
past Saturday, March 5. But the 
Commodores took the lead for 
good before halftime and then held 
off several Terrier attempts to rally 
before pulling away to win, 63-52.

The Commodores will next take 
on No. 1 Winooski at 6:30 p.m. this 
Thursday in the Barre Auditorium. 
The final is set for 7:30 on this 
Saturday at Aud.

Vergennes guard Tim Ashley 
came off the bench to hit five three-
pointers in a 23-point night against 
Bellows Falls, while swingman 
Tyler Bergmans contributed 13 
points and combined with Hayden 
Bowen for 19 rebounds as the 
Commodores outrebounded the 
Terriers.

VUHS also controlled the 
pace with a patient offense and 

a switch from their usual man-
to-man defense to a 2-3 zone that 
helped limit Bellows Falls and its 
high-scoring guard trio of Jamison 
Nystrom, Jonathan Terry and Jack 
Cravinho.

VUHS Coach Josh Carter said 
he was concerned about their 
dribble penetration off individual 
matchups, and wanted the BF 
guards to settle for jump shots. 

“Their guards were really tough, 
and they could really get downhill 
quick,” said Carter. “And their 
offense was built around speed, so 
we went zone against them, and I 
think that was helpful in slowing 
those guys down a little bit.” 

Carter was also concerned about 
the Terriers’ size, and the zone 
enabled double-teaming down low. 
When the Commodores more than 
held their own on the boards — 
Bowen (10 rebounds), Bergmans 
(nine), guard Elijah Duprey (six) 

SENIOR HAYDEN BOWEN grabs this rebound, one of his 10, during the No. 4 VUHS boys’ 63-52 D-III 
quarterfinal victory over No. 5 Bellows Falls on Saturday. The Commodores will take on No. 1 Winooski 
in a Thursday semifinal at the Barre Auditorium.

Independent photo/Steve James

Commodores leash Terriers;
Winooski next in D-III semi

PANTHER BLUELINER SABRINA Kim protects the slot in front of Middlebury goalie Sophia Merageas against Amherst forward Carley Daly 
during Sunday’s NESCAC final. Kim and the rest of the Panther defense limited the Mammoths to 13 shots on goal in Middlebury’s 2-0 win.

Independent photo/Steve James

Women’s hockey team 
wins the league crown
Middlebury will host NCAA contest
By ANDY KIRKALDY

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College women’s 
hockey team continued to make 
history this past weekend, and the 
Panthers are looking to make more. 

On Sunday top-seeded host 
Middlebury captured its 11th 
NESCAC title with a dominant 
performance against No. 3 seed 
Amherst in a 2-0 victory. 

That result in front of more 
than 1,000 happy fans pushed the 
Panthers’ record to 24-0, tying the 
program’s mark for consecutive wins 
that dates back 16 years.

That effort came after the Panthers 
toughed out a 3-2 semifinal victory 
over No. 4 Hamilton on Saturday, 
twice overcoming one-goal deficits.

Next up for the Panthers is a home 
NCAA Division III quarterfinal 
vs. Endicott (19-4-1). Middlebury 
defeated Endicott twice this season 
by 2-1 scores, once in overtime after 
tying up the game in the final minute, 
but rolling up big advantages in shots 
on goal in each outing. 

The NCAA final four will be held 
at a site to be determined on March 

18 and 19. Middlebury has not 
hosted a final four in several years, its 
team is ranked No. 1 in the polls, and 
Kenyon Arena would seem a logical 
choice as the host site if the Panthers 
get past Endicott. 

Before the Panthers could think 
about winning the program’s first 
NCAA title since 2006 and fifth 
overall, they had to take care of 
business this past weekend vs. 
Hamilton and Amherst.

Coach Bill Mandigo was pleased 
with the Panthers’ efforts, especially 
in the title game after Hamilton gave 
them a battle the day before.

“They played very well (on 
Sunday). I thought they played hard 
on Saturday, too. I think there were 
moments in the third period where 
the score might have got to them,” 
Mandigo said. “That was a real nail-
biter… We had trouble getting the 
puck out of the zone at times. But we 
hung on and figured out a way, like 
we’ve done all year.”

On Sunday he said the Panthers 
put it together from start to finish.

“They forechecked hard, they 

(See Commodores, Page 4B)

(See Crown, Page 3B)

MATTHEW
DICKERSON

Near the start of the J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s three-volume novel “The 
Lord of the Rings,” the hero Frodo 
Baggins makes a statement with 
profound philosophical, moral and 
environmental 
implications. 
(I am writing 
about J.R.R. 
T o l k i e n ’ s 
books, and not 
about films by 
Peter Jackson 
with the same 
titles that use the 
same character 
and place name and some similar 
plot ideas to put forth what are 
often very different philosophies 
than those of Tolkien.)  Before 
setting off on his quest, and as an 
explanation for its necessity, Frodo 
says, “I should like to save the 
Shire, if I could — though there 
have been times when I thought 
the inhabitants too stupid and dull 
for words.... I feel that as long 
as the Shire lies behind, safe and 
comfortable, I shall find wandering 
more bearable: I shall know that 
somewhere there is a firm foothold, 
even if my feet cannot stand there 
again.”

When I first read that as a young 
teenager about 45 years ago, I’m 

Appreciation and 
exploitation of 

nature: 
Part 1, Sacrifice

(See Dickerson, Page 2B)
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Dickerson
(Continued from Page 1B)

sure I missed some of the subtle 
implications of Frodo’s words. 
When he says, “I should like to 
save the Shire,” I might have 
interpreted that to mean primarily 
his fellow hobbits. What he says 
next, however — contrasting the 
Shire itself with its “inhabitants” 
— makes it clear that Frodo means 
something much broader than just 
saving other hobbits. A reader who 
pays close attention throughout the 
story to what Frodo cares about will 
see that he must mean the trees and 
forests of the Shire too; its streams 
and rivers, marshes and meadows; 
its wild lands as well as farmlands. 
And yes, he probably also includes 
its fruit tree and vegetable gardens, 
mushroom patches, and certainly 
its ale houses. Whatever all he had 
in mind, when he speaks of saving 
the Shire he must mean more than 
just the hobbits who dwell there 
(though I’m sure he wants to save 
them also).

At the end of the story, after his 
quest has been achieved, Frodo 
comes back to the same idea 
(though more somberly). “I tried to 
save the Shire,” he says, “and it has 
been saved, but not for me. It must 
often be so, Sam, when things are in 
danger: someone has to give them 
up, lose them, so that others may 
keep them.”

The wizard Gandalf, one of the 
wisest characters in the story, puts 
forth a similar ethic of self-sacrifi ce 
to save what is important — giving 
something up to protect both the 
human and nonhuman world from 
threats against it. In urging the other 
leaders of Middle-earth’s resistance 
against the evil empire of Sauron, 
he gives one of his most moving 
speeches of the story. “Other evils 
there are that may come,” he tells 

them. “Yet it is not our part to master 
all the tides of the world, but to do 
what is in us for the succour of those 
years wherein we are set, uprooting 
the evil in the fi elds that we know, so 
that those who live after may have 
clean earth to till. What weather 
they shall have is not ours to rule.” 
Gandalf doesn’t explicitly speak of 
giving something up (like Frodo 
does) because he doesn’t have to; 
the entire context of the speech 
is an urging of those he is with to 
give (or at least risk) their lives to 
save Middle-earth. Like Frodo, he 
seems to be speaking of more than 
the human world that needs our 
self-sacrifi cial efforts to save. His 
language is rooted in nature imagery 
of soil and clean earth. Indeed, when 
he speaks of leaving clean earth to 
till for those who live after us, he 
may be making one of the most 
important statements we can make 
of environmental stewardship. 
(At the time Tolkien wrote this, 
he had not heard of human-caused 
climate change. While Gandalf may 
be correct that we can’t “rule” the 
weather, it seems very clear that 
our actions have an impact even on 
that.)

Earlier in the story, Gandalf also 
states, “And for my part, I shall 
not wholly fail of my task, though 
Gondor should perish, if anything 
passes through this night that can 
still grow fair or bear fruit and 
fl ower again in days to come.” 
Again, his imagery suggests that 
all growing things are worthy of 
our care. And of our self-sacrifi cial 
efforts. Which may be one reason 
why Gandalf also willingly gives up 
his own life to save others.  

I was thinking about all of this 
because I was also thinking about 
something else, which is what 
prompted this column in the fi rst 

place. Over the past year or so, I’ve 
seen a couple writers address the 
topic of “loving nature to death” 
or “loving wild places to death.” 
The articles and talks addressed 
the (often negative, and at times 
downright despoiling) impact that 
human enjoyment of wilderness 
landscapes has on the wilderness 
landscapes. Sometimes the very 
same voices that proclaim the 
importance of protecting wild 
places can be responsible for 
increased human impacts on those 
wild places.

Now I might quibble over the 
use of the word “love.” Oddly, the 
English language, which is rich in 
many ways, is quite poor when it 
comes to the language of love. The 
Greeks had several different words 
for love, all of which get wrapped 
up in a single overused English 
word. They had a word for brotherly 
love (which is the word at the root 
of the name Philadelphia, the “city 
of brotherly love”), a different word 
for romantic love, a word for the 
sort of love that parents have for a 
child, and a word “agape” for the 
sort of self-sacrifi cial caring love at 
the heart of the sacrifi ces of Frodo 
and Gandalf: a type of love that 
may go hand-in-hand with romantic 
love, but may also have nothing to 
do with it. 

When writers speak of “loving 
nature to death,” I suspect what they 
really mean is “appreciating nature 
so much that we begin to exploit it.” 
And when I think in those terms, I 
often fi nd myself, my motivations, 
and my actions challenged. As an 
outdoor writer, I must ask some 
hard and uncomfortable questions 
about how many experiences and 
enjoyment of the outdoors — and 
also the way I write about the 
outdoors — actually impacts 
(perhaps negatively) the places I 
claim to care about. I don’t often 
have answers. I just have stories. 
If you have stories, I’d like to hear 
them. If you want to hear mine, 
you’ll have to read my column 
again in two weeks. 

Reach Matthew Dickerson at 
dickersonwrites@gmail.com.

99 Rt. 7 Salisbury, VT 
Open: W-F 2-5p.m. Sat 9a.m.-3p.m.

(802) 363-4388
Gift Certificates make a GREAT gift!

Nop Brothers & Sons 
Angus Beef

Farm Fresh & Local Meat
Large Selection of Prime Cuts
Our rates have stayed the same —

come check us out!
Visit us at our farm stand at

3.3k Prologue
Friday, March 18th

10k Classic 
Mass Start
Saturday, March 19th

Snow Bowl 
Hill Climb
Sunday, March 20th

Race 1, 2, Race 1, 2, Race 1, 2, 
  or 3 days!  or 3 days!  or 3 days!  or 3 days!

VERMONT GRAND PRIX

  $2400 cash   $2400 cash 
  prize purse  prize purse

Rikertgrandprix.com

������������

SOLUTIONS
NEED AN OUT-OF-THE 
BOX SOLUTION FOR YOUR 
BATHROOM? 

NO PROBLEM! 

TELL US WHAT YOU NEED 
AND WE’LL MAKE IT HAPPEN!

MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT | (802) 458-8999  

BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR IN-HOUSE FINANCING.

• KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGN
• INSTALLATION

• RENOVATIONS
• PROJECT MANAGEMENT

• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
• HARDWARE & MORE!

SOLUTIONS
bathr� m

MONTPELIER — Host No. 2 
Montpelier ended the No. 7 Mount 
Abraham boys’ basketball team’s 
strong season in a Friday Division 
II quarterfi nal, 64-35.

The 21-1 Solons are the two-
time defending D-II champions 
and have lost only to D-I fi nalist 
Rice this season in an early game.

The Eagles concluded their fi rst 
winning season since 2008 at 16-6. 
Their efforts included a 12-game 
winning streak, claiming their fi rst 
playoff win since 2009, and hosting 
the program’s fi rst postseason 
game since 2008. 

On Friday seven Solons scored, 

led by Rashid Nikiema (20 points, 
12 rebounds) and Jonah Cattaneo 
(19 points, four steals). 

The Eagles were hampered by 
fi rst-half foul trouble as they fell 
behind, 27-16, at the intermission 
after hanging with the Solons in a 
12-8 fi rst quarter. Seniors Henry 
Cogswell and Daniel Rodriguez 
were both whistled for three fouls 
before the break. 

Juniors Gavin Bannister (12 
points) and Chance Denecker 
(eight) led the Eagles in scoring, 
and Cogswell chipped in fi ve 
points.

BRUNSWICK, Maine — The 
Middlebury College men’s lacrosse 
team saw a late rally fall short in a 
13-12 loss on Saturday at Bowdoin 
in the opener for both teams. 

The Panthers return to action 
on Saturday when they host 
Connecticut College at 1 p.m.

In this past Saturday’s game, 
a frantic fi rst half saw the teams 
combine for 15 goals and Bowdoin 
emerge with an 8-7 lead on Donal 
Mullane’s third goal of the half. 
Russell Thorndike scored two early 
goals to spark the Panthers. 

Three straight scores to open the 
third quarter pushed Bowdoin’s 
lead to 11-7, and they still led by 
13-9 until the Panthers scored three 
times in the fi nal 4:11, including 

two by Jack Sheehan. But Ethan 
Barnard won a faceoff for Bowdoin 
with 28 seconds to go, and the 
Polar Bears ran out the clock. 

Sheehan scored fi ve times to lead 
Middlebury, William Ryan tacked 
on three scores, Thorndike added a 
pair, and Billy Curtis fi nished with 
a goal and two assists. Panther 
goalie Finn O’Connor made 18 
saves.

Patrick Fitzgerald led Bowdoin 
with four goals, Mullane and 
Jack Chandler each scored three 
times, and Barnard won 21 of 26 
faceoffs. Robert Hobbs made 10 
saves in goal, and Bowdoin outshot 
Middlebury, 49-36, and earned a 
36-13 advantage in ground balls.

BARRE — High-powered No. 3 seed Spaulding eliminated the 
No. 14 Middlebury Union boys’ basketball team from the Division II 
playoffs on March 2, 89-37. The Tide improved to 18-2.

Spaulding’s Tavarius Vance fi nished with 16 points, Grady Chase 
chipped in 12 points, and Cooper Diego added 11 points. Spaulding 
led by 22-5 after one quarter and 44-17 at halftime. 

Penn Riney (11 points) and Jack Trudeau (nine) led MUHS, which 
concluded its season at 4-17.

Men’s lacrosse falls to Bowdoin

Seeds Seeds Seeds –
Time to start you seeds!
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starting supplies and

get 4 FREE Page’s Liberty 
Seed Packets
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whiles supplies last and cannot be combined

 with any other sale or offer. Valid through 3/31/22

PLUS – Shop all of our seeds: 
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High Mowing (Organic), 
Livingston, Page’s Liberty 

Seeds, Seedway
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put it together from start to finish.
“They forechecked hard, they 

backchecked, they played great 
defense, the goalie (Sophia 
Merageas) was outstanding when 
she needed to be,” Mandigo said. 
“Their goalie is very, very good, but 
we found a way to put the pucks in 
the net.”
PANTHERS, 2-0

The Panthers had a chance to take 
the lead on the No. 3 Mammoths, 
who finished at 14-9-2, in the first 
minute. But Amherst goalie Caitlyn 
Walker made the first of her 36 saves 
by flashing her left pad to deny Cat 
Appleyard’s break-in from the right 
side. 

In the seventh minute Walker 
stopped Jenna Letterie from the 
right circle, and Madie Leidt and 
Letterie created other chances as the 
Panthers outshot Amherst, 12-5, in 

the period. 
The Mammoths had one good 

opportunity, but Merageas denied 
Angelina Wiater cutting into the 
slot, and Rylee Glennon slid the 
rebound wide under pressure from 
Panther defender Eva Hendrikson.

The Panthers outshot the 
Mammoths in the second period, 
14-2. In the third minute Walker 
denied Letterie, and the rebound 
bounced away from the charging 
Leidt. Seven minutes in Appleyard’s 
screened shot from the left circle 
went off the tip of Walker’s glove 
and fluttered over the crossbar.

At 7:40 the Panthers went on a 
power play in which their best bid 
was a Claudia Vira blast from the 
center point that Walker kicked 
aside. 

As the penalty wound down the 
Panthers set up a similar play. Raia 
Schluter slid the puck over to Vera 
in the same spot, and this time Vira’s 
shot through traffic went in between 
Walker’s pads for the lead, three 
seconds after the power play ended. 

Walker preserved the one-goal 
margin with a glove save on Leidt 
with about 4:00 to go in the period 
with the Panthers on another power 
play, and shortly afterward stopped 
Vira again. 

Merageas made six of her 13 
saves in the third period, starting by 
denying Wiater from the high slot 
two minutes in. Vira also denied 
a Rylee Glennon solo rush two 
minutes later as the Panther defense 
continued to excel. 

Walker stopped a point-blank 
Leidt backhand from in the seventh 
minute and Maddie Bayard from the 
slot two minutes later.

Middlebury, which skated four 
lines as opposed to Amherst’s 
three, looked like the fresher team 
in the third period and outshot 
the Mammoths by 10-1 over the 
first 11 minutes of the period. But 
Amherst managed one last flurry 
over the next three minutes in which 
they forechecked hard and forced 
Merageas to make a couple stops.

But the Panthers put the game 

away on a counterattack that created 
a Katie Hargrave goal. Letterie 
carried from center ice into the 
Amherst zone and fed Leidt on the 
left. Leidt skated to the bottom of 
the circle and fed Hargrave charging 
the far post, and she backhanded the 
puck home with 6:08 to go. 

The Panthers and Merageas soon 
afterward celebrated their title, 24th 
straight win, and NCAA berth.

Mandigo praised his goal scorers.
“Claudia can really rip it, and 

Jenna, Madie and Katie Hargrave, 
who tucked it in, have been bread 
and butter for us all year,” he said.

And he said the poise and puck 
movement of his defenders — 
Hendrikson, Sabrina Kim, Vira, 
Alexis Ryan, Julia Johnson and 
Cece Ziegler — were major factors.

“We talked all week long about 
keeping it simple, make the simple 
play, make the early play, don’t 
over stickhandle, and give it to the 
forwards so they can go,” Mandigo 
said. “In the offensive zone we 
worked on that all year long, D to 

D passes along the blue line, and 
then either distributing it or finding 
a forward who’s in a good spot 
somewhere.”
MIDDLEBURY, 3-2

On Saturday, Hamilton (12-10) 
took two leads before the Panthers 
prevailed, 3-2.

Hamilton’s Nancy Loh made it 
1-0 at 7:20 of the first, netting her 
own rebound after Merageas denied 
her first shot from the doorstep.

The hosts pulled even with 5:26 
left in the period, when Madie Leidt 
one-timed home her 17th goal of the 
season on a Letterie pass.

Hamilton regained the lead 3:08 
into the second period, when Jess 
Haviland knocked in a rebound. At 
10:53 Vira intercepted a clearing 
attempt, skated between the circles 
and fired a shot over Hamilton’s 
goalie Sidney Molnar’s glove. 

Caroline Cutter gave Middlebury 
the lead with 3:14 left in the period 
by deflecting in a Hendrikson shot 
from the right point.

In the final period, Hamilton had 

back-to-back chances with just 
over five minutes left. Merageas 
thwarted Haviland from close range 
and swept away the rebound, and 
soon afterward handled an Abby 
Kuhns point shot through traffic. 
The Panthers allowed only one more 
shot. 

Merageas made 16 saves, while 
Molnar made 35.  

Moving forward Mandigo knows 
after 33 years on the job anything 
can happen in a low-scoring goalie 
sport. But he acknowledged depth, 
goaltending, home ice and Leidt, 
the NESCAC Player of the Year, are 
working in the Panthers’ favor.

“I tell them all the time you 
can beat anyone in the country. 
Unfortunately if you don’t play your 
best you can get beat by anyone 
in the country,” he said. “But they 
worked hard to get home ice. We’re 
playing in Middlebury on Saturday, 
which is a huge deal. People don’t 
like playing on the big ice. The other 
factor is we’ve got Madie Leidt, and 
nobody else does.”

Crown
(Continued from Page 1B)

KATIE HARGRAVE GETS ready to tap in a pass from Panther teammate Madie Leidt (foreground) in 
the third period of Sunday’s NESCAC women’s hockey final vs. Amherst. Hargrave’s goal created the 2-0 
final score in Middlebury’s victory.

Independent photo/Steve James
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Upcoming Events

SKATE SHARPENING 
AVAILABLE

DURING ALL EVENTS

� ursday, March 10, 2022 
Public Skating 9:00 am - 11:00 am

Stick & Puck 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Saturday, March 12, 2022

Public Skating 3 pm - 4:30 pm
Sunday, March 13, 2022 

Stick & Puck 2:45 pm - 3:45 pm
Monday, March 14, 2022

Stick & Puck 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Public Skating 9:00 am - 11:00 am
Wednesday, March 16

Stick & Puck 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
� ursday, March 17, 2022  

Public Skating 9:00 am - 11:00 am
Stick & Puck 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm

Monday, March 21 2022
Stick & Puck 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm

Tuesday, March 22, 2022
Public Skating 9:00 am - 11:00 am

Wednesday, March 23, 2022
Stick & Puck 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm

ScheduleSchedule
COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

NCAA D-III Tournament
3/12 Endicott at Midd  .................... 3 PM
3/18&19 Final Four ..........................TBA

Women’s Lacrosse
3/12 Midd at Conn ......................... Noon
3/13 Midd at Babson ...................... 1 PM
3/19 Trinity at Midd ........................ Noon

Men’s Lacrosse
3/12 Conn at Midd ......................... 1 PM
3/13 RPI at Midd ............................ 3 PM
3/19 Midd at Trinity ........................ 1 PM

Softball
3/13 Midd at King’s Coll. (2) .........11 AM
3/19 Midd vs S. Maine ...............9:45 AM
3/19 Midd vs St. J-Brooklyn ........... Noon
3/20 Midd vs Grinnell ................ 1:30 PM
3/20 Midd vs Wellesley .................. 4 PM

Baseball
3/12 Midd at Stevens ..................... Noon
3/13 Midd at Bard (2) ..................... Noon
3/19 Midd vs Muhlenberg (2) ...........TBA
3/20 Midd vs Johns Hopkins ............TBA
Given rapidly changing schedules those 
interested in attending or viewing events 
are advised to check school websites for 
the latest updates. 

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College women’s 
lacrosse team, ranked No. 9 in 
the NCAA Division III preseason 
coaches’ poll, took advantage of a 
strong opening half in a 19-12 win 
over visiting No. 20 Bowdoin on 
Saturday in the season opener for 
both teams. 

The Panthers on this coming 
Saturday play at Connecticut 
College at noon. Their March 5 

victory was Middlebury’s 26th 
straight, dating back to March 2, 
2019.  

Last Saturday, Middlebury 
tallied the final four goals of the 
first quarter for a 5-1 advantage. 
Jane Earley scored twice during 
the run, including a quick-stick 
score on an assist from Lily 
Riseberg.

Bowdoin’s Annabelle Gersch 
pulled the visitors to within three 

5-2 just 16 seconds into the second 
quarter, but three straight Erin 
Nicholas goals for Middlebury in 
a span of 2:14 made it 8-2 with 
10:53 left in the half. The Panthers 
settled for an 11-6 halftime lead 
when Bowdoin got late goals from 
Fiona Bundy and Gersch before 
the break.

Three more second-half goals 
from Nicholas helped Middlebury 
stretch its lead to 19-12. She led 

the Panther attack with six goals, 
including three free-position 
tallies, to go along with eight draw 
controls. Earley tied her career 
high with five goals, while Hope 
Shue contributed three goals and 
an assist. 

Erica Barr finished with five 
ground balls and three caused 
turnovers, and in goal Annie 
Enrietto made 12 saves in her 
Panther debut, adding a team-high 

six ground balls. 
Bundy and Gersch led Bowdoin 

with three goals and an assist 
apiece, while Emelia Krakora 
scored twice. Sophia Rutman 
played the first quarter in goal 
with four saves, while Aaliyah 
Biondo made eight stops in the 
final three quarters.

AMHERST GOALIE CAITLIN Walker denies Panther forward Cat Appleyard from point blank during 
Sunday’s NESCAC final. Walker made 36 saves, but Middlebury earned a 2-0 victory and will host an 
NCAA tournament game this Saturday.

Independent photo/Steve Jame

Middlebury women’s lacrosse opens with victory

ADVERTISE Email us at:
advertising@addisonindependent.com
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All Winter Coats, Lined 
Bibs/Pants/Coveralls, 
LS Shirts, LS Graphic 

T-Shirts, 
Hats, 
Lined 
Gloves, 
Ranger 
Pac 
Boots, Thermal 
Base Layers and 

Heavyweight Socks (Excluding 
Darn Tough, All Women’s Carhartt 
and Muck Boots)

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street
    802-388-4937

Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Open
7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Select Carhartt and 
Winter Clothing 

Clearance 

All While Supplies Last, 
Cannot be combined with any other 

sale or offer, in-stock items only. 
Sale Ends 3/20/22

All Winter Coats, Lined 
Bibs/Pants/Coveralls, 
LS Shirts, LS Graphic 
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Hats, 
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Gloves, 
Ranger 

40% OFF
INCLUDING KIDS 
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and forward Oakley Francis 
contributed — the strategy worked 
out even better.

“It was just guys going after it. 
We all know it’s tough to rebound 
out of a zone, and I was glad the 
guys were able to get the ones that 
they did, especially in the fourth 
quarter,” he said.

The Commodores also took good 
care of the ball and showed poise 
in their offensive sets, thus keeping 
the tempo of the game more to their 
liking.

“Bellows Falls, they like to get 
out and run. And if we made them 
sit and play defense for 30 seconds 
they didn’t get an opportunity to do 
that,” Carter said. “I thought that we 
were executing and being patient 
and waiting for stuff to open up.”

VUHS led, 11-9, after one period. 
Nystrom scored fi ve from outside 
for BF, while fi ve Commodores 
scored in the fi rst quarter, including 
an Adam Clark hoop inside and 
Ashley’s fi rst three to close it out 
and erase a 9-6 BF lead.

The Terriers went on a 9-2 run in 
the fi rst 3:23 of the second frame to 
go up, 18-13. Five more Nystrom 
points and two hoops in the paint 
were answered only by a Bowen 
jumper for VUHS. 

It proved to be their last lead. 
Ashley heated up, tossing in a trio 
of threes to spark a 16-7 counter-
surge that gave VUHS a 29-25 edge 
at the half. Ian Henderson chipped 
in a baseline drive and a free throw, 

Abram Francis hit a three, and 
Oakley Francis added a putback in 
the fi nal seconds. 

A Bergmans three and a Bowen 
putback quickly pushed the lead 
to nine to open the third, but the 
Terriers countered with all six of 
Cravinho’s points. Five straight 
Ashley points later pushed the 
lead back to nine at 43-34, but the 
Terriers closed the quarter with 
threes by Nystrom and Terry to 
make 43-40.

In the fi nal period the 
Commodores took a 49-41 lead, but 
the Terriers responded to cut it to 
three at 4:35 on a Terry three. 

Then came the game’s pivotal 
possession. The Commodores 
worked the ball around for 
two minutes while the Terriers 
scrambled in their man defense. 
Finally Bergmans drove the left 
baseline, drew the defense, and 
found Ashley in the right corner. 
His open three at 2:32 found 
nothing but net. 

“It was huge. A lot was at stake 
on that shot,” Carter said. “The 
guys were patient enough to let it 
open up… These guys are really 
unselfi sh, and it’s great when we 
get to see the results from unselfi sh 
play.”

BF then turned the ball over and 
fouled Bergmans, and he hit two 
free throws at 1:39, the fi rst two of 
a nine-for-10 VUHS performance 
from the line as time wound down. 
VUHS also found Bergmans for a 
layup on a full-court out-of-bounds 

play as the lead grew in the fi nal 
1:30.

Before long, the Commodores 
and their nearly packed house of 
fans celebrated.

Nystrom fi nished with 20 points, 
and Terry chipped in 10 for BF. 
For VUHS Abram Francis scored 
seven, and Duprey, Henderson and 
Oakley Francis each added fi ve. 

Carter recalled the Commodores’ 
overtime quarterfi nal road loss a 
year before, and said no long bus 
ride and the vocal support of the 
VUHS fans made differences this 
time.

“They had to travel to our place, 
and we were able to protect it,” 
Carter said. “We had a lot of people 
show up to the game, and the fans 
defi nitely played a big role.”

The home-court advantage also 
helped the Commodores edge 
Winooski, 67-64, on the fi nal 
Saturday of the regular season. 
Now the teams get a rematch at the 
Aud. 

Carter said it will take a team 
effort if VUHS is to prevail again, 
but believes the Commodores 
can rise to the occasion against 
a Spartan team that is sure to be 
motivated.

“Knowing that we beat them 
once, we can beat them again,” 
Carter said, but at the same time he 
cautioned, “If you beat a team once 
that’s a really good team it’s going 
to take a bigger effort the next time 
around.”

Commodores
(Continued from Page1B)

802-388-6888   •   VERMONTSUN.COM

Novice and advanced athletes alike marvel at the beauty of our courses 
and enjoy the mountains, lakes and streams of Central Vermont.

See our website for course maps, race details and registration.

5K,  10K  &  5K,  10K  &  HALF MARATHONHALF MARATHON

May 15, 2022May 15, 2022
Lake Lake Dunmore, Dunmore, 

VermontVermont

a Spaulding that plays real quick 
ball, they go fast, and our answer 
quite often is to go faster. And I said 
that cannot work today,” LaRose 
said. “We have got to control the 
tempo of the game. We’ve got to 
control our possessions, try to get 
a quality look.”

All that still probably wouldn’t 
have worked if not for Bonar 
and the contributions of the 
Eagles’ secondary scorers. With 
the Eagles pushed out to contest 
the shooters, Bonar had the Tide 
second-guessing themselves in the 
paint. 

“She and I had a little 
conversation before the game, and 
I said, ‘You know what? This is 
time for you to step up,’” LaRose 
said. “And she did. I’m really 
proud of her.”

The Tide was also paying 
special attention to the Eagles’ 
leading scorers, senior Abby Reen 
and junior Maia Jensen. The two 
had combined for 37 points as the 
Eagles upset No. 2 Enosburg, 52-
48, three days earlier. On Saturday 
they played key roles rebounding, 
defending and handling the ball.

Meanwhile, Gile tossed in 16 
points. It’s no surprise to see 
Gile shine in a fi nal: She scored 
winning or go-ahead goals in 
three straight title games for the 
Eagle fi eld hockey team. Parker 
scored seven, all in the second 
half. Jensen managed six, mostly 
by slashing into the lane, and 
Vincent added three vital points in 
the fourth quarter. 

“Abby Reen scores two points, 
and Maia Jensen didn’t have 
much. When you can win a state 

championship when that happens, 
something else went right,” 
LaRose said.

LaRose noted Gile excelled 
despite a sore back, while Parker 
played with a taped-up shooting 
hand. 

Gile sparked the Eagle attack 
with seven fi rst-quarter points, 
including a three-pointer from 
the wing that gave Mount Abe a 
9-6 lead heading into the second 
quarter. An early Jensen drive 
accounted for the 
other Eagle points.

The Eagles ran 
into trouble in 
the second period 
when Reen and 
Bonar had to sit 
with foul trouble 
after each scored 
from close range 
to help push the 
lead to 13-8 at 
4:05. 

Spaulding then 
went on a 10-0 
run. Sam Donahue 
turned two steals 
into layups, and 
Emily Poulin 
nailed a three and 
converted a three-point play in 
transition to make it 18-13, Tide. 
Gile answered with her own three-
point play in the paint at 0:16, and 
it was 18-16 at the break. 

As the second half opened 
Parker heated up with two 
jumpers, which combined with a 
Jensen free throw was enough to 
offset a Donahue jumper and put 
the Eagles back on top midway 
through the third period. 

But the Tide scored fi ve straight 

to close the quarter — a Sage 
MacAuley free throw, a Donahue 
fast-break hoop, and a late Yvonne 
Roberge putback that set the score 
at 25-21, Spaulding, entering the 
fourth. 

The Eagles opened that period 
with more tough defense and nine 
straight points over the fi rst 4:23 
to take a 30-25 lead. 

Jensen fl ashed to the basket 
and laid in a Gile feed, and then 
Gile did the same with an assist 

from Vincent at 
6:50. A Vincent 
putback at 5:30 
gave Mount Abe 
the lead, and 
Parker powered to 
the hoop at 4:20 
to make it 29-25. 
Vincent hit a free 
throw at 3:37 
after an offensive 
rebound to make 
it a fi ve-point 
game.

Autumn Lewis 
scored inside to 
cut the lead to 
three, but two 
Gile free throws 
at 2:31 and one 

from Jensen after a key steal at 
1:49 made it 35-29. MacAuley 
answered with a steal and layup 
to cut the lead to four, but Parker 
added a free throw at 1:10, Reen 
grabbed a key defensive rebound, 
and a Roberge bucket for the Tide 
was too little, too late, and the 
Eagles celebrated.

Poulin led Spaulding with nine 
points, Donahue scored eight, and 
MacAuley scored six and added 
six boards.

Bonar was credited with fi ve 
blocks, a total that might have 
been low, and fi ve rebounds. Reen 
led Mount Abe with six boards, 
and Jensen snagged fi ve. 

But stats are just a small part of 
the Eagles’ story. LaRose talked 
about how quickly the Eagles 
learned a new defense.

“Thursday and Friday were the 
only two days we had to introduce 
anything,” LaRose said. “They 
just nodded their heads and went 
and did it.”

That didn’t surprise her.
“They’ve been receptive to 

everything we’ve tried to teach,” 
LaRose said. “They’ve done that 
throughout the year.”

Nor was she surprised by their 
ability to rally against a team 
playing in its backyard.

LaRose said the Eagles lost 
senior forward Eliza Bent to injury 
in the fi rst game, and for one fi ve-
week stretch a series of players 
dealt with COVID, leaving the 
team with not enough athletes 
to work on their offensive and 
defensive sets and out-of-bounds 
plays.

“They’ve been a resilient team 
all year,” she said.

LaRose summed up. 
“They were certainly a true 

team in every sense of the word 
when they were in the gym. They 
were there for each other. They 
covered each other’s backs. They 
supported each other,” she said. 
“I’ve had teams that have won 
championships that have had more 
talent, more depth. But I’ve never 
had one that I’ve been any more 
proud of than this group.”

By ANDY KIRKALDY
BARRE — Before the No. 6 

Mount Abraham girls’ basketball 
team won the Division II title 
on Saturday the Eagles had to 
survive a rally by No. 2 Enosburg 
in Wednesday’s semifi nal at the 
Barre Auditorium to win, 52-48. 

Mount Abe Coach Connie 
LaRose said her team made the 
plays when they had to against the 
Hornets, who fi nished 18-3, with 
two losses to the Eagles.

“I’m so proud of them,” LaRose 
said. “They’re gritty.”

The end of Wednesday night’s 
game was certainly dramatic.

In the closing minute, senior 
Abby Reen rebounded a Hornet 
miss and got the ball in transition 
to junior Maia Jensen. Jensen 
passed up an open look from the 
three-point line and attacked the 
paint. With 21 seconds left, junior 
Jensen’s fl oater in the lane rolled 
around the rim and into the hoop to 
put the Eagles up, 50-48.

After a timeout, the Hornets 
gave the ball to Lily Robtoy, and 
she drove the left side of the lane. 
Her shot came up short at the rim 
as Eagle junior Peyton Vincent, 
Reen and senior Laura Bonar all 
defended.

Vincent scored all seven of her 
points in the fourth quarter to keep 
the Eagles afl oat as the Hornets 
swarmed Reen and Jensen, Mount 
Abe’s leading scorers. Vincent tied 
up a Hornet for the rebound, and 
the arrow pointed the Eagles’ way.

The Hornets fouled Reen on the 
inbounds play, and she sank both 
ends of a one-and-one with seven 

seconds left to nail down the win.
The dramatic fi nish capped a 

back-and-forth game. After the 
fi rst quarter ended at 9-9, Reen 
and Jensen combined for all 12 
Eagle points in the second period 
as Mount Abe took a 21-17 lead 
at the half. Reen scored the fi nal 
fi ve points of the period to erase a 
17-16 Enosburg lead.

The teams traded the lead in the 
third period as Robtoy and Emily 
Adams attacked the basket for 
Enosburg. A Kayla Gervais three-
pointer made it 29-25, Enosburg, 
at 3:40 of the quarter. 

But the Eagles closed the period 
with 16-4 run to take a 41-33 lead 
into the fourth. Jensen sparked 
the run by hitting two threes and 
stealing the ball and feeding Madi 
Gile for a layup.

Also, Lucy Parker scored in 
transition, Reen hit in the lane 
after another Jensen steal, and 
Reen capped the surge with a three 
after a Gile offensive board. Only 
Robtoy’s two drives answered for 
Enosburg.

The Hornets ramped up the 
defensive intensity in the fourth, 
and Robtoy scored 11 of her 19 
points in the period. She tied 
the game at 46-46 with two free 
throws at 1:57, and at 48-48 with 
another move to the hoop at 1:32. 

But Vincent helped offset the 
Hornet surge. She converted a feed 
from Parker, powered to the hoop 
for two, put back a miss, and hit 
a free throw to set up the Eagles’ 
late heroics — including the most 
important of Reen’s 19 points and 
Jensen’s 18.

Eagles top Hornets 
to reach D-II final

Champions
(Continued from Page 1B)

EAGLE JUNIOR PEYTON Vincent puts up a shot during the Mount 
Abe basketball team’s win on Saturday in Barre in the Division II 
fi nal. Vincent scored three points and contributed a key assist in the 
Eagles’ fourth-quarter rally. 

Photo courtesy of Mark Bouvier

“Laura Bonar 
and I had a little 
conversation
before the game, 
and I said, ‘You 
know what? This 
is time for you to 
step up.’ And she 
did. I’m really 
proud of her.”

— Coach Connie LaRose

www.addisonindependent.com 
— CHECK IT OUT.
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CongratulationsCongratulations
on youron your

well-deserved success!well-deserved success!

Telecommunications Sales & Service Data Cabling & Fiber Optics

802-388-8999

Open Mon. - Sat. 9am - 7pm
Sun. 10am-4pm

Redemption Closes 1 Hour Prior
21 Prince Lane • Bristol

453-3990

We’re all
Proud of Your

Championship Season!

Great Job Lady Eagles!

Addison 
County’s Biggest 
Beverage Store

Congratulations, Lady Eagles On Your 
2022 Division II Championship!

36 Main Street, Bristol, VT
802-453-2378 

www.bristolfinancial.com

PLUMBING & HEATING 
125 Monkton Rd., Bristol, VT 

802-453-2325
cvplumbingheating.com

FUEL OIL
185 Exchange St., Middlebury, VT

 802-388-4975
champlainvalleyfuels.com

Way to Go, Lady Eagles!Way to Go, Lady Eagles!
Division 2 State Champs!Division 2 State Champs!

Court Street
Middlebury, VT

802-388-7600

Congrats, 
MAUHS girls’ 
basketball team 
on your 
championship 
title!

64 Jackman Drive • Bristol, VT  05443
For information on all your energy needs, please contact us at:

802-453-2381 • JackmansInc.com

Congratulations Mt. Abe
Ladies Basketball Champions!

Congrats on realizing
your Hoop Dreams!

www.livingstonfarm.com

802- 877-2422 

CONGRATULATIONS 
MT. ABE 

BASKETBALL CHAMPS!

Way to keep your 
EYES on the prize!

CONGRATS ON A STELLAR SEASON! 
We’re so proud of you all!

Call the o�  ce or speak 
with your provider about 

scheduling an appointment. 
802-388-1338

rainbowvt.com

Make an appointment today!

Congratulations Champions!Congratulations Champions!
In honor of your win, Vermont Sun would like to award team members a 

Complimentary 1-week Unlimited Membership!* 
* Clip this ad and bring it in to start your membership by May 1, 2022

802-388-6888 • vermontsun.com

3 - Lucy Parker  

4 - Morgan Barnard  

5 - Maia Jensen 

10 - Abby Reen 

12 - Dakota Larocque  

14 - Madi Gile  

20 - Laura Bonar  

22 - Piper Guillmette  

25 - Eliza Bent  

30 - Nell Harvey  

31 - Gabi Lafreniere  

34 - Payton Vincent  

Head Coach: Connie LaRose

Assistant Coaches:
Steve Barsalou,

Bonnie Huizenga,
Koran Cousino

Mt. Abe Eagles Girls’ Basketball

Division II State Champions!
Mount Abraham Girls’ Basketball Roster

A Slam Dunk to end a great season!

CENTER, INC

MIDDLEB U RY

2013

FAMILY

OWNED

1982 Since Brakes • Exhaust • Oil Changes
Engine Diagnostics & Repair

Preventative Maintenance • Tires
Alignments • & More

Qualified Hybrid & Electric Service

Under Car Care SpecialistsY�r

Free In-T�n Shu	le & Wi-Fi!
802-388-7620  MON-FRI 8-5  

countytirecenter.com 
33 SEYMOUR ST, MIDDLEBURY 

Mt. Abe
Girls Basketball

Congrats
!

802-388-7620
countytirecenter.com

25 West Street, Bristol,  VT 05443 • 802-453-3818
info@larosesurveys.com • www.larosesurveys.com

Great season and Championship Title 
for the Lady Eagles!

802-388-6377  •  www.middlaw.com

Congratulations
Moving soon to 56 Court St., Middlebury

Mt. Abe Girls’ Basketball team!



PAGE 6B — Addison Independent, Thursday, March 10, 2022

(802) 388-3533
www.addisonwellnesspt.com

231 Court St., Middlebury

Congrats MUHS Nordic Team!

Congratulations on your Congratulations on your 
well-deserved success!well-deserved success!

Telecommunications Sales & Service Data Cabling & Fiber Optics

802-388-8999
 

Court Street
Middlebury, VT

802-388-7600

Congrats, MUHS 
girls’ Nordic team 
on your 
championship 
title!

64 Jackman Drive • Bristol, VT  05443
For information on all your energy needs, please contact us at:

802-453-2381 • JackmansInc.com

Congratulations MUHS
Ladies Nordic Champions!

802-388-1238
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Tiger Girls
Nordic 

Champs!

CONGRATS ON A STELLAR SEASON! 
We’re so proud of you all!

Call the o�  ce or speak 
with your provider about 

scheduling an appointment. 
802-388-1338

rainbowvt.com

Make an appointment today!Congratulations Champions!Congratulations Champions!
In honor of your win, Vermont Sun would like to award team members a 

Complimentary 1-week Unlimited Membership!* 
* Clip this ad and bring it in to start your membership by May 1, 2022

802-388-6888 • vermontsun.com

CENTER, INC

MIDDLEB U RY

2013

FAMILY

OWNED

1982 Since Brakes • Exhaust • Oil Changes
Engine Diagnostics & Repair

Preventative Maintenance • Tires
Alignments • & More

Qualified Hybrid & Electric Service

Under Car Care SpecialistsY�r

Free In-T�n Shu	le & Wi-Fi!
802-388-7620  MON-FRI 8-5  

countytirecenter.com 
33 SEYMOUR ST, MIDDLEBURY 

MUHS 
Girls Nordic

Congrats
!

802-388-7620
countytirecenter.com

Congratulations!
You skied with Tiger Pride!

Congratulations!
You skied with Tiger Pride!

John Fuller, 
Master Plumber

Serving Addison County since 1989

Congratulations State Champs

You’re an awesome team!

Eva Andrews

Megan Balparda

Sarah Benz

Melody Berenbaum

Helen Brayton

Naomi Brightman

Mary Conklin

Lila Cook Yoder

Catherine Mary Dyer

Megan Gemignani

Arianna Graham-Gurland

Dahlia Harrison-Irwin

Ainsleigh Johnson

Ella Landis

Camille Maglienti

Beth McIntosh

Astrid Olsen

Lia Costanza Robinson        

Vivian Ross

Stella Scalia

Ava Schneider

Head Coach: Keith Wilkerson

Assistant Coaches:
Linnea Manley,
Jay Harrington

and Sophie Hodges 

Middlebury Tigers Girls’ Nordic

Division II State Champions!
Middlebury Tigers Girls’ Nordic Roster

Congrats on a smooth glide to victory!

68 Main St., Midd. • 388-3444
www.middleburyshop.com

Congratulations 
to the MUHS Girls 

Nordic team
— State 

Champions, 
WOW!

1287 N. Bingham St., Cornwall, Vt. • 462-3500

Sunrise Orchards and the
Hodges family congratulate

the MUHS Ladies Nordic Team
for their State Title! You went into 
the year as individuals and came 

out as a Team. 100% proud!

802-388-6377  •  www.middlaw.com

Congratulations
Moving soon to 56 Court St., Middlebury

MUHS Girls’ Nordic team!
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info@addisoncountypcc.org • addisoncountypcc.org • 388-3171

Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

REMINDER
Extended Office Hours:

Tuesday, March 15th 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
 Treasurer’s Office: 388-8100 ext. 203 or 204

accountclerk@townofmiddlebury.org
 Please allow extra time if you are mailing your payment,

postmarks are not accepted as timely payment.
 For your convenience there is a secure payment box

located between the Town Office and the Library.

Town of Middlebury  3rd installment property 
tax bills are due in the Treasurer’s Office
on or before: Tuesday, March 15, 2022

calendarcalendar
communitycommunity

MONKTON — A group of 
Monkton residents is asking their 
neighbors to come talk about the 
Monkton General Store and discuss 
ways it could be revitalized.

The meeting will be held at the 
Monkton Town Hall & Library 
and online from 5-7 p.m. this 
Friday, March 11. Log onto the 
meeting via Zoom at tinyurl.com/
LetsTalkMonkton.

A discussion notice on the town 
website asks, “Does our town 
need, want a general store?”

The discussion will be using 
the Community Supported 
Enterprise (CSE) model as a guide. 

Preservation Trust of Vermont 
says CSEs come in a variety of 
forms, including restaurants, 
general stores, cafes and pubs, and 
reflect the needs and desires of an 
individual community. 

To learn more about CSEs and 
how they’ve succeeded in other 
Vermont towns, head online to 
ptvermont.org/our-work/cse. 

This is an exploratory discussion 
to gauge the community’s relative 
support for such an endeavor, 
nothing more.

All Monkton residents are 
welcome.

Monkton residents to
hold meeting about store

THURSDAYmar
10

FRIDAYmar
11

SATURDAYmar
12

MONDAYmar
14

TUESDAYmar
15

THURSDAYmar
17

FRIDAYmar
18

SATURDAYmar
19

ONGOING EVENTS

Ducks unlimited
FLASHES OF BLUE and yellow accent the earthy plumage of these American Black Ducks 

seen from the Cross St. Bridge in Middlebury. You may see similar waterfowl and other 
wildlife when you join Otter Creek Audubon and Middlebury Area Land Trust on their wildlife 
walk on Saturday, March 12, at 8 a.m., at Otter View Park.

Photo/Ron Payne.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Vergennes. Thursday, March 10, 11 

a.m., St. Peter’s Parish, 85 S. Maple 
St. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-in, 
contact free pick up. Roast beef, boiled potatoes, 
cabbage, and carrots, roll, leprechaun cake, and 
milk. Call Michelle to reserve by Sunday, March 
6, 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up 
and their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up 
and delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires a 48-hour notice.

Career counseling in Vergennes. Thursday, March 
10, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Bixby Memorial Library, 258 
Main St. Get advice on strategizing for your 
career and how to create a resume from Vermont 
Department of Labor career counselors. More 
info at laksamee.putnam@bixbylibrary.org or the 
circulation desk.

Great Decisions Lecture Series: “Drug Policy 
in Latin America” in Middlebury. Thursday, 
March 10, 3 p.m. Be a virtual participant in Mark 
Williams’s presentation on Drug Policy in Latin 
America at EastView at Middlebury. Lecture 
will be conducted in-person (for EV residents) 
and virtually on Zoom. For Zoom links, call the 
EastView Concierge at 802-989-7500.

Lenten Series noon concert in 
Middlebury. Friday, March 11, noon, 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, on the 
green. Pianist Tejas Srinivasan will play works 
by Bach, Beethoven and Chopin. Originally from 
Cincinnati, Srinivasan is a Middlebury College 
sophomore. He has performed at the John F. 
Kennedy Center, Chicago Symphony Center and 
Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital Hall. Aside from the 
piano, Tejas is also a composer, and his String 
Quartet “Kafka’s Dream” was played by the 
Jupiter String Quartet in Dec. 2021.

Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro. Friday, 
March 11, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church, 
Route 116. Please stay in your car. Drive up, 
check-in, contact free pick up. Roast beef, boiled 
potatoes, cabbage, and carrots, roll, leprechaun 
cake, and milk. Call Michelle to reserve by 
Sunday, March 6, 802-377-1419. Advanced 
reservations only. Open to anyone age 60 and up 
and their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up 
and delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-
388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Wildlife walk in Middlebury. 
Saturday, March 12, 8 a.m., meet at 

Otter View Park, Weybridge St. and 
Pulp Mill Bridge Rd. Join Otter Creek Audubon 
and the Middlebury Area Land Trust to survey 
birds and other wildlife at Otter View Park and the 
Hurd Grassland. Birders of all ages and abilities 
welcome. Please take common sense COVID-19 
precautions. Stay home if you are feeling ill, and 
wear a mask if you are unvaccinated. For more 
information, call 802-388-6019.

Green Mountain Club hike in Addison. Saturday, 
March 12, Chimney Point. Observe birds from the 
Chimney Point / Crown Point bridge and an easy 
walk among the fort ruins on the Crown Point side 
at the lake’s edge. About three miles with minimal 
elevation gain. Contact leader Ruth Penfield at 
860-214-4180 or ruthpenfield@gmail.com for 
more information. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

Takeout only corned beef and cabbage supper 
in Vergennes. Saturday, March 12, 5-6 p.m., 
Vergennes United Methodist Church, Main St., 
(across from the Vergennes Opera House). 
Corned beef, cabbage, carrots, potatoes, onions, 
and dessert. Adults $12. Take out preorder only. 
Must place order by 7 p.m., Thursday, March 10. 
To order call 802-877-3150.

Bingo in Vergennes. Saturday, March 12, 5 p.m., 
St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 South Maple St. Doors 
open at 5 p.m., Bingo starts at 6 p.m. A family-
friendly event. All cash prizes, 50/50 raffle. 
Refreshments sold. Sponsored by St. Peter’s 
Cemetery Committee to benefit the on-going 
efforts for cemetery improvements.

Starksboro’s 1911 Town Hall 
presentation in Starksboro. Sunday, 

March 13, 3 p.m. (call before you travel, 
this time could be wrong), Starksboro Public 
Library, Route 116, or online via Zoom. Join the 
Starksboro Public Library for “Remembering 
History, Envisioning the Future: a Community 
Conversation,” an interactive event with your 
Starksboro neighbors. Reserve a spot at 802-
453-3732 or email starksboropl@comcast.net.

Age Well grab and go meal in Bristol. 
Monday, March 14, 11:15 a.m., American 

Legion, Airport Dr. Drive in, loop around, 
and stay in your car. Roast beef, boiled potatoes, 
cabbage, and carrots, roll, leprechaun cake, and 
milk. Call Michelle to reserve by Thursday, March 
10, 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up 
and their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up 
and delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-
388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

“Reporting on an Unprecedented Pandemic” 
webinar. Monday, March 14, at 7 p.m., Zoom. 
Apoorva Mandavilli of The New York Times 
will deliver Middlebury College’s 2022 Robert 
W. van de Velde, Jr. ’75 Memorial lecture. The 
presentation will offer a glimpse into the experience 
of a journalist who has written almost exclusively 
about the pandemic for nearly two years. Find the 
link at tinyurl.com/MandavilliMidd. 

“Proposed changes to energy standards in 
Vermont” briefing in Middlebury. Monday, March 
14, 7 p.m., Community Room, at Ilsley Public 
Library, 75 Main St. Matt Cota, executive director of 
the Vermont Fuels Dealers Association, will speak 
at this free event is hosted by the Addison County 
Republicans. Parking behind the library, as is the 
ramped entrance to the Community Room.

SUNDAYmar
13

Green Mountain Club hike in 
Bristol. Tuesday, March 15, Bristol 

Watershed, Plank Rd. Three miles, 
beautiful pond, rock formations, beavers. Bring 
snowshoes or microspikes. Contact Morris 
Earle for information, morrisearle@gmail.com 
or 802-734-0984. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

Age Well and Vergennes Seniors luncheon 
in-person in Vergennes. Tuesday, March 15, 
10 a.m., Vergennes Congregational Church. 
30 South Water St. Doors open at 10 a.m. 
Meal served at 11:45 a.m. Chicken Parmesan 
with marinara over linguini, Brussels sprouts, 
wheat roll, fruit cocktail and milk. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle to reserve 
by Thursday, March 10, 802-377-1419. $5 
suggested donation. Please bring your own 
place setting. Open to anyone age 60 and 
up and their spouse of any age. Local bus 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to arrange. 
TVT requires a 48-hour notice. Masks required 
unless seated and eating.

Age Well grab and go meal in Bridport. Tuesday, 
March 15, 11 a.m., Bridport Congregational 
Church, Middle Rd. Roast beef, boiled potatoes, 
cabbage, and carrots, roll, leprechaun cake, 
and milk. Call Michelle to reserve by Thursday, 
March 10, 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 
60 and up and their spouse of any age. Free 
ride or pick-up and delivery may be provided. 
Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT 
requires a 48-hour notice.

“Polarization — What it is? How Did We 
Get Here? Post-Racial Post Mortems” 
presentation in Middlebury. Tuesday, March 
15, 7-8 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 72 Main St. 
The latest AAUW speakers series presentation 
is by Linus Owens, Associate Professor of 
Sociology, Middlebury College, who explores 
issues of polarization, both between political 
factions and between beliefs and actions, 
following the 2008 election of Barak Obama. 

The Great Jigsaw Puzzle Swap 
in Vergennes. Wednesday, March 

16, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Bixby Memorial 
Library, 258 Main St. Bring any puzzles you’d 
like to swap or just come a choose a puzzle 
and swap it out at then next event. Bixby. More 
info at laksamee.putnam@bixbylibrary.org or 
the circulation desk.

Age Well grab and go meal in Middlebury. 
Wednesday, March 16, 11:30 a.m., VFW, 530 
Exchange St. Please stay in your car. Drive 
up, check-in, contact free pick up. Roast 
beef, boiled potatoes, cabbage, and carrots, 
roll, leprechaun cake and milk. Call Michelle 
to reserve by Thursday, March 10, 802-377-
1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and their 
spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-
388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires a 48-hour 
notice.

How to Sell Your Items, Products or 
Ideas Online, session one, in Brandon. 
Wednesday, March 16, 6:30 p.m., upstairs, 
Brandon Town Hall, 1 Conant Sq. This short 
course will help you strategize how to sell 
online or otherwise monetize your assets. The 
first session will explore the different types 
of platforms and some of the considerations 
for each. For the second session, attendees 
should come prepared to share an idea or 
product they would like to sell. Explore each 
other’s ideas or items and talk about the 
best way to monetize it. Feel free to bring a 
laptop or paper and pen to take notes. Chairs 
will be socially distanced. Second session on 
Wednesday, March 23.

Great Decisions Lecture Series: 
“Myanmar and ASEAN” in 

Middlebury. Thursday, March 17, 2:30 
p.m., EastView at Middlebury, 100 EastView 

Terrace. Be a virtual participant in David 
Rosenberg’s presentation on Myanmar and 
ASEAN at EastView. Lecture will be conducted 
in-person (for EV residents) and virtually on 
Zoom. For Zoom links, call the EastView 
Concierge at 802-989-7500.

WEDNESDAYmar
16

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, March 18, 3:30 

p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 
116. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-in, 
contact free pick up. Roast beef, boiled potatoes, 
cabbage, and carrots, roll, leprechaun cake, and 
milk. Call Michelle to reserve by Sunday, March 
13, 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and 
up and their spouse of any age. Free ride or 
pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call TVT 
at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-
hour notice.

St. Peter’s Take Out Fish Dinner in Vergennes. 
Friday, March 18, 5-6:30 p.m., St. Peter’s Parish 
Hall, 85 South Maple St. Menu includes beer 
battered haddock, zesty wedges, coleslaw, 
mixed vegetables, roll, butter and chocolate chip 
brownie. Cost $12 adults/$6 children 6-12. Call 
802-877-2367 to make a reservation.

King Pede in Ferrisburgh. Saturday, 
March 19, 6:30 p.m., Ferrisburgh Town 

Hall and Community Center, Route 
7. The Ferrisburgh Grange “King Pede” card 
parties are back. A sandwich supper followed 
by an evening of fun and card games. King 
Pede involves trick-taking techniques such as 
in Hearts and Spades or Pitch. This is a game 
of fun and skill so come prepared to use your 
strategic thinking. Attendees should be fully 
vaccinated against COVID-19. 

Tejas Srinivasan in Middlebury. Friday, March 
11, noon, St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church.

Extra Stout in Brandon. Thursday, March 17, 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Brandon Inn.

LC Jazz Winter Thaw in Vergennes. 
*RESCHEDULED FROM FEB. 12* Saturday, 
April 30, 7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera House.

HEALTH & WELLNESS
Al-Anon meetings in Middlebury. 

For a list of online meetings visit 
vermontalanonalateen.org. Online Sundays, 
7:15 p.m. and Wednesdays, 1:30 p.m. If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon member, call our 
answering service (866-972-5266) and an Al-
Anon member will call you back.

Yoga Philosophy virtual discussion with 
Prem Prakash. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., Zoom. 
Go to Ilsley Public Library website to register: 
ilsleypubliclibrary.org.

ARTS, CRAFTS & IDEAS
The Makery Sewing lab. Thursdays, 5-9 p.m., 

The Makery at Hannaford Career Center, 51 
Charles Ave. Get your questions answered 
and learn new skills from our kind and talented 
Mentors. All levels are welcome from never 
used a sewing machine to advanced pattern 
making. Limit of 4 participants. Registration 
required. Free, $5 Drop-In Fee or Membership 
Cards. Select what works best for you. More 
info at hannafordcareercenter.org/the-makery.

The Makery Woodworking lab. Thursdays, 
5-9 p.m., The Makery at Hannaford Career 
Center, 51 Charles Ave. Use Makery tools 
and equipment to work on projects. Get your 
questions answered or learn new skills from 
our kind and talented Mentors. Tool Training 
pre-requisite required. Limit of 5. Pre-
registration is required. Free, $5 Drop-In Fee 
or Membership Cards. Select what works best 
for you. More info at hannafordcareercenter.
org/the-makery.

Undercover Quilters and Crafters (formerly the 
undercover Quilt Guild), 1st Mondays at 7 p.m., 
3rd Mondays at 10 a.m., St. Ambrose Church, 
11 School St. Bristol. All crafters welcome. More 
info contact Marian Baser (ladybaser@mac.
com) or Stacie A. at 802-453-7709 or show up 
at a meeting. Bring along some handwork to do 
while we meet something for show and tell.

LIVEMUSIC

OtterCreekBakery.com

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371

Now Open Sundays!
8AM to 2PM

Sunday Signature Selections

OPEN TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 7AM-4PM | SUNDAY 8AM-2PM

Like our delicious Honey and Cornmeal Scones, 
made with local Champlain Valley Apiaries honey!

Now O� ering 
our Full Menu 

on Sundays!
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MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Order your chicks by 
3/31/22. Pickup is
at the end of April.

Submit your order in store, 
via email, over the phone 

and via fax. 
info@middleburyagway.com

     388 Exchange Street

        802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Scan this

smartphone
to download 

with 
your

an order form

MIDDLEBURY — At this 
year’s Addison County 4-H Foods 
Day, local 4-H’ers got to make 
their cake and eat it, too.

Twenty kids took part at the 
Feb. 26 event at Middlebury Union 
Middle School in Middlebury. 
Although the event typically 
includes a judging contest for 
foods prepared by the 4-H’ers and 
a buffet lunch, due to COVID, 
the event pivoted to hands-on 
activities, including a session 
on cake decorating with Louise 
Bowdish of Weybridge.

The younger age group 

MIDDLEBURY — 
Middlebury College recently 
announced three Addison 
County residents as recipients 
of the 2021 Bonnie and John 
McCardell Citizen’s Awards. 
Laura Asermily, Kelly 
Hickey and Tom Scanlon 
were recognized for their 
remarkable contributions to the 
community. The college delayed 
its announcement of the 2021 
awards until 2022 due to the 
pandemic. 

“These individuals have given 
so much of themselves so that 
all of us can live and grow in 
a stronger, healthier, safer and 
more connected community. 
Their selflessness and dedication 
is inspiring,” said Middlebury 
President Laurie Patton. 

Middlebury College 
established the tradition of 
honoring local citizens for 
exemplary volunteerism 
and service in the college’s 
bicentennial year, 2000.

Nominations come from 
members of the community, 
and a committee of faculty and 
staff makes the final selections. 
Every recipient of the Citizen’s 
Award receives a locally crafted 
medallion from Danforth 
Pewterers.

A complete list of past 
winners of the McCardell award 
is available online at tinyurl.
com/CollegeCitizens.

Descriptions of this year’s 
winners, in alphabetical order, 
follow:

Laura Asermily has worked 
for many years to make 
Middlebury and Addison 
County a better place for all its 
residents through her efforts to 
facilitate conversations, support 
those affected by alcoholism 
and addiction, and fight climate 
change. Asermily, a former two-
term Middlebury selectboard 
member, also helped guide the 
town of Middlebury through 
the construction of a new town 
office building and recreation 
center. 

decorated four cupcakes each to 
bring home, while 4-H’ers 11 and 
older decorated one or two five-
inch cakes. Supplies were provided 
by the Addison County 4-H 
Foundation.

Leslie Perrin of Bridport taught 
an exercise lab on dance. Martha 
Seifert, University of Vermont 
(UVM) Extension 4-H educator 
for Addison County, led a nutrition 
lab to show how much sugar 
is in different beverages, using 
materials supplied by the UVM 
Expanded Food and Nutrition 
Education Program. The 4-H’ers 
also brought pet food and other 
donations for Homeward Bound, 
the local humane society.

Participating in Foods Day were:
Bridport: Flora and Rose Finch; 

Desiree, Nora and Renee Plouffe; 
Sophia Stocker; Sophia Welch and 
Alexis, Erin, Katherine and Robert 
Whipple

Bristol: Hailey and Mackenzie 
Chase

Middlebury: Emma Deering
Shoreham: Michaela 

Charbonneau
Sudbury: Makenzie McNolty
Vergennes: Caroline and 

Thomas Allen and Elise Lalumiere
Weybridge: Harper Wilson
For information about the 4-H 

cooking project or Addison County 
4-H, contact Martha Seifert at (802) 
388-4969, ext. 355, or martha.
seifert@uvm.edu.

Area 4-H’ers paraticipate
in county’s 4-H Foods Day Midd College names citizen awards

LAURA ASERMILY KELLY HICKEY TOM SCANLON

A sampling of Asermily’s many 
accomplishments reflect her wide 
impact on the community. After 
moving to Bridport in 1998, 
Asermily led difficult discussions 
over whether Bridport should send 
its seventh- and eighth-graders 
to Middlebury Union Middle 
School. Her numerous climate 
change efforts began in 2000. 
She founded the Earth Day Fair 
— now the Middlebury Coop’s 
Spring Festival — and trained 
volunteers to conduct home 
energy audits for the Home Energy 
Challenge. As the town’s energy 
coordinator, Asermily formed the 
Middlebury Energy Committee. 
In 2003 she moved to Middlebury 
and founded Vermont’s longest-
standing chapter of Alateen. 
Since then, Asermily has served 
in many state and local leadership 
roles in Al-Anon and has been 
involved with the Turning Point 
Center of Addison County from 
its beginning. 

Kelly Hickey helped bring 
the community together and 
support local businesses at 
a time when Middlebury’s 
downtown confronted major 
three-year construction projects 
and a pandemic. From 2019 to 
2021, Hickey was the creative 
consultant and manager of 
Bundle, an innovative tool to 
use unoccupied storefronts in 
Middlebury as event spaces 
to revitalize the downtown. 
When the grant-funded project 

wrapped up in 2021, Hickey 
had developed and marketed 80 
Bundle events — both indoor 
and outdoor — that included 
everything from storytelling, 
art shows and markets to 
writing workshops and classes 
on hand-drawn mapmaking. 
She also advised individuals, 
entrepreneurs, community groups 
and government agencies on 
successful pop-up programming. 
As a result of her work with 
Bundle, Hickey was named a 
2019 National Arts Strategies 
Creative Community Fellow and 
is currently part of the advisory 
group to Reimagine Addison 
County, a United Way of Addison 
County post-pandemic initiative. 

“At a time when so many 
saw darkness descending on 
our downtown, Kelly’s idea of 
Bundle brought light and energy 
through the art of possibility,” 
said her nominators. “She 
worked to make events that 
were welcoming to all and was a 
positive and enthusiastic force in 
our community at a critical time.” 

Tom Scanlon, an active 
longtime community volunteer, 
saw an opportunity to help 
Addison County residents 
during the pandemic. Scanlon, 
who is adjutant of the American 
Legion Post 27 in Middlebury, 
collaborated with the Vermont 
Department of Health and 
Porter Medical Center to set up 
COVID-19 vaccination clinics 

at the Legion. Because of his 
efforts, more than 300 people a 
week received vaccinations at this 
location from January through 
June 2021. The site was open four 
to six days weekly. 

“Tom was always the first to 
arrive and the last to leave,” said 
his nominator for the award, 
who observed that he also made 
sure the parking lot was plowed 
and salted in the winter and 
kept the building clean. More 
than 19,300 vaccinations were 
given there, according to the 
nominator, who said, “Tom’s 
efforts saved lives.” Scanlon 
supported the vaccination site 
while continuing to volunteer 
for multiple municipal 
organizations. He serves as a 
member of the Middlebury Sports 
Commission, Addison County 
Regional Planning Commission, 
Addison County Transportation 
Advisory Committee, Town 
of Middlebury’s Public Safety 
Committee, and Addison County 
Local Emergency Planning 
Committee. He is also the 
emergency management director 
of the town of Salisbury, where 
he lives.

Normally Middlebury 
President Patton presents the 
annual awards at a celebratory 
dinner for the current and prior 
recipients of the award at the 
President’s House. The dinner for 
the 2021 award winners will take 
place at a later date. 

ADDISON  COUNTY

School Briefs
Bridget Graham, a first-year at 

Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pa., 
has been named to the dean’s list for 
the fall 2021 semester. A graduate 
of Middlebury Union High School, 
she is the daughter of LeRoy and 
Maria Graham of Middlebury.

Jen Alderson of Ripton has 
earned an Award of Excellence 
at Western Governors University 
College of Business. The award is 
given to students who perform at a 
superior level in their coursework.

Otter Valley Union High SchoolMt. Abraham Union High School

JoAnna Ray
OVUHS

Neil Guy
MAUHS

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLSSTUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLS

Neil Guy JoAnna Ray

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics 

802-388-8999
Middlebury

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
388-6054

M-F 7:15-5:30 & Sat. 8-3
countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

We’ve Got You Covered!

Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations to:

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 
• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5

JoAnna & Neil
JoAnna
& Neil

JoAnna and Neil

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT
802-388-3371

Congratulations

Stop by to grab 
your mug!

JoAnna
and Neil

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the Week from all area high schools 
will receivea gift certificate from Vermont Book 

Shop and a mug from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!
If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week 

contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

JoAnna & Neil

Mount Abraham Union High School’s Student of the Week is Neil Guy, 
son of Peg Sutlive and Dan Guy of Lincoln. His older sister, Lucy, is a 
sophomore at UNC Asheville.

Neil has pursued rigorous studies at Mt. Abe with good results. He 
has made academic honors every semester of high school. He enrolled 
in Advanced Placement classes in both his junior and senior years. He 
has also taken advantage of dual enrollment and enrolled in engineering 
classes at Vermont Technical College. “My personal philosophy is if 
you’re going to do something at all, do it 110%,” Neil says. He applies this 
to his studies and to his extracurricular activities. 

Neil has played soccer and baseball throughout middle and high 
school, extending his baseball season through summer. Up until this year 
he participated in Nordic ski racing for the Frost Mountain Nordic Club, 
and later as an independent with Middlebury Union High School. His 
soccer coach remarked on his solid playing and his leadership.

Since 9th grade, he has worked for a friend who owns Mountain 
Builders. There he has learned carpentry during the summer and during 
the school year when he can. As he’s grown up, Neil has continued to do odd jobs for many neighbors in the Lincoln 
community: dog sitting, mowing, gardening, haying, etc. 

In the winter you can find Neil skiing at Mad River Glen or in the backcountry, and playing some pick-up hockey 
when he can. In the summer, he likes to mountain bike. He also likes hanging out with his friends and listening to 
music. He says that high school has taught him to try hard early on and don’t wait until the end to do well. His record 
is a great example of how this philosophy works for him.

Once he has finished high school Neil plans on studying engineering at college.
Everyone at Mt. Abe will miss this kind, all-around great person. Bright things surely await him.

Otter Valley Union High School has chosen JoAnna Ray, or “Jo”, as 
most people call her, as its latest Student of the Week. She is the daughter 
of Randi and Billy Ray of Pittsford. 

Recognized as endlessly kind-hearted, consistently hard-working, and 
very creative by her teachers, Jo has reached Scholar’s Roll status multiple 
times. She attributes this to her dedication to schoolwork. The National 
Honor Society noted this as well, and she was inducted last spring. She 
says her most challenging class this year is AP Literature. Her teachers 
say that during her four years at Otter Valley, she has transformed from a 
quiet and studious 9th-grader into a confident and vibrant young woman. 

On the athletic side, Jo has played basketball and golf for Otter Valley 
all four years. She says basketball was her favorite by far, and that she 
really enjoyed being part of the amazing teams they had.

During the summer Jo works at the Village Snack Bar in Rutland. 
Having done so for two years now, she says it’s always a fun time, 
because she gets to work with people her age and has created many 
close friendships there. She feels that the job, which she says can be 
very hard sometimes, helps her be more independent. She also dog sits 
a few days over the summer and after school for her neighbor. 

She enjoys spending time with family and friends when not in school, 
and when that involves going for drives or going on hikes, even better. 

Jo says high school has taught her that things will always change, no matter what it is. She says she has learned 
to try and always take away a positive outcome when it comes to change, but it’s not always that easy. “Especially 
because of the whole COVID thing,” she notes. 

Jo’s post-high school plans are still very much in flux. First she wants to figure out what she really values in 
life. From there she’d like to find a happy workspace and earn a good amount of money. JoAnna’s empathy and 
dependability bring a positive light to OVUHS and to her classmates. Her teachers and peers will miss her when she 
goes, and wish her all the best.
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration 
carpentry/contractors
cleaning services
computers
construction

dental services
excavation
firewood
flooring

heating &
    air conditioning
home inspections
masonry
paintingBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

PLACE YOUR AD HERE

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

Dupont Auto
4087 States Prison Hollow Rd

Monkton Ridge, VT 05469
(802)453-3562 • dupontauto7@gmail.com
Full service shop. We do comprehensive 
Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs from 
Oil Changes to Engine Rebuilds and 
Replacements. Our Body/Collision Shop does 
all levels of repair and restoration. 

24 hour towing and road side service.

DENTAL SERVICES

      Bristol Park Dental

6 PARK PLACE, BRISTOL, VT    802.453.7700

 BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

We are here for all of your dental needs, 
and offer the highest quality comprehensive 
care.  We are proud to bring the full range 
of dental services to our community, and to 
be your premiere implant provider.

Where a Happy, Healthy Smile is a Walk in the Park!

Accepting all insurances, and in network with Delta Dental, 
CIGNA, United Concordia, & CBA Blue.  No insurance? 

No problem.  Dental membership plans now available!

The PC Medic of Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont is now offering 

socially-distanced 
computer services.

Call for a remote tune-up 
today, and get your PC
running correctly again!

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

FLOORING

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.
Interior & Exterior

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free 
Estimates 

References 

Fully 
Insured

Hummingbird
   Paint &
   Carpentry

Interior/Exterior 

802-377-2030
New Haven, VT

Fully 
Insured

Free
Estimates

PAINTING

NEED A PAINTER?
BOOK NOW FOR SPRING!

HOME INSPECTIONS

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

DO YOU DO YOU 
REPAIR REPAIR 
CLEAN CLEAN 

FURNACES?  YOUR AD FURNACES?  YOUR AD 
SHOULD BE HERE!SHOULD BE HERE!

FLOORING

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation 
Insulation • Replacement

Plasma Art • Torches • Welding 
Plasma Table • Duct Cleaning

H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local!   802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation
Insulation • Replacement

Duct Cleaning
H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local! 802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

www.vermontcustommoldings.com

EXCAVATION

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

SPRING IS QUICKLYSPRING IS QUICKLY
ON ITS WAY —ON ITS WAY —

SO GET YOUR SPRING SO GET YOUR SPRING 
BUSINESS AD IN TODAY!BUSINESS AD IN TODAY!

ADVERTISE HERE TOADVERTISE HERE TO
FILL YOUR CALENDARFILL YOUR CALENDAR
CALL 802-388-4944.CALL 802-388-4944.

Melissa’s Quality
Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial

GREAT RATES • FULLY INSURED
Reliable & Thorough 

802 345-6257
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

TAXES

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting

plumbing
property management
registration assistance
renewable energy

roofing
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
storage

surveying
taxes
tree service
wood heating

SURVEYING

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

CHECK US
OUT

ONLINE AT
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

LOOK HERE FIRST!!

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

PLUMBING

PAINTING

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

Phone (802) 537-3555

Michael Doran
as seen at Addison County Field Days!

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Made You Look
Imagine what
this space
could do for
your business

GETGET
RESULTS!RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC
JEANNE MILLER (802) 349-8483 • roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com

2877 Ethan Allen, Highway, Unit 2, New Haven, VT. 05472

NEW SNOWMOBILE OR ATV?NEW SNOWMOBILE OR ATV?
We can register it!
We can register all cars, trucks and

RV’s here in Addison County!

Acorn Painting

Interior/
Exterior

Honest
Dependable

Fully 
Insured

Mike Dever • michael@acornpainting.com
802-453-5611  (c) 802-373-9176

Acorn Painting

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

Serving Addison County
Call Us Today: (877) 777-7343

middleburyroofing.com
middleburyroofingvt@gmail.com

Slate Roof Specialists
S AV E  Y O U R  S L AT E  R O O F

Custom Copper • Standing Seam • Shingles 
Rubber • Chimneys • Siding • Windows

Senior Discount • Church Discount

Are you a
tax preparer?
We’ll help you reach

 more clients this 
tax season.

Email advertising@
addisonindependent.com 

to get started.

802-388-4944 802-388-4944 
advertising@addisonindependent.com.advertising@addisonindependent.com.

The first edition of our Home Improvement 
Special Section will be published on March 31st. 
Contact us today for advertising information!
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking.  Mid-
dlebury hosts online meet-
ings, Sunday nights at 7:15 
pm and Wednesdays at 
1:30 pm.  Visit vermonta-
lanonalateen.org for the 
link and list of other meet-
ings in the region.  If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meet-
ings are suspended until 
further notice.  For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is temporarily closed.  
Due to COVID-19 we are 
now holding our meetings 
online. For up-to-date infor-
mation on how to access 
recovery services remotely 
please visit  https://turning-
pointaddisonvt.org/covid-
19-page-2/.’

Services
CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

MELISSA’S QUALITY 
CLEANING Services. Resi-
dential and commercial. 
Fully insured. Great rates. 
Reliable and thorough 
cleaning. 802-345-6257.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportuni-
ties- check out our free digi-
tal listings.  Looking to read 
more? Become a subscriber!

FREE CAMP WOOD. 
You haul away. Monday 
- Wednesday pick up. 453-
2897.

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth is 
hiring!  Offering good com-
pensation, respectful co-
workers, and great food.  
We are hiring for multiple full 
time and part time positions 
including bar leadership, 

daytime prep and evening 
shifts.  Ample opportunities 
for growth in a positive work 
environment.  Please stop in 
for an application or email 
Joe at joe@americanflat-
bread.com. EOE.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

Carpenters NEEDED!!!
We are a fast growing, family owned and oriented Residential 
Construction Company working in & around Addison County.  

- Are you a carpenter with excellent communication        
& problem-solving skills? 

- Do you have experience in Cabinetry, Flooring,               
& Interior finish installation as well as Light Framing? 

- Are you looking to work in a fun, friendly, & fast paced 
work environment with some awesome co-workers      
& even more awesome clients?

If you answered yes, then we want to hear from you!!!
This is a year-round, full-time position with the possibility

of overtime and growth within the company.
Benefits include: Paid Time Off,

Paid Holidays and Competitive Wages 
Send us your resume at info@addisonresidential.com

or give us a call at (802)388-7707 to set up a time to talk.
 

Middlebury Agway •  338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

Middlebury Agway is seeking a highly motivated individual to assist in our Nursery 
and Greenhouse during our busy season.  The main focus of this position will be on 
sales, customer service, care and display of all plant material inventory.  Knowledge 

of Trees, Shrubs, a wide variety of plants and garden/landscape design. We’re looking 
for someone to pleasantly and confidently interact with customers in a demanding, 
fast paced environment.  Full Time or Part Time candidates will be considered but 

weekend availability is required. Multiple positions available. 
 • Ability to lift and assist in loading and unloading of plant material and in the store.

• Knowledge of Growing/Caring for/Harvesting: Vegetables, Annuals, Perennials, 
Trees and Shrubs 

 • Excellent Customer Service Skills a must plus ability to recommend and sell plant 
material as well as complementary products

• Must be available to work weekends
• Team oriented, co-operative and a positive attitude required.

Please send Resumes to info@middleburyagway.com
or  fill out Application at Middlebury Agway,

338 Exchange Street, Middlebury. 

Nursery and Greenhouse Sales and Care Associate

TOWN ACCOUNTANT
The Town of Fair Haven, VT is seeking 
qualified applicants for the position 

of town accountant. This is a full-time 
exempt position with benefits.

This is an exempt position that oversees 
the maintenance of comprehensive 

accounting records for the town. This 
position is responsible for developing and 
managing financial management systems 

and practices for all departments, assuring 
orderly flow of receipts and expenditure 

monitoring including cash flow, processing 
payroll and account payables. The position 

is the primary financial advisor to the
Town Manager, and is the liaison with the 
Town Treasurer. An associate’s degree in 
accounting plus two years’ experience in 

municipal government is preferred.

Salary ranges from $30,000 - $52,000. 
Salary based on experience.

A complete job description is available 
at the Fair Haven Town Office.

Send a cover letter and resume by 
March 31, 2022 to:

Town Manager, 5 North Park Place,
Fair Haven, VT 05743 or

via email to fhmanager@comcast.net.
Fair Haven is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Facilitators for Rosie’s Girls Afterschool
Vermont Works for Women and schools across the state are looking for volunteer 
facilitators to support our  Rosie’s Girls® after school programs. Rosie’s Girls is 
a program empowering youth to build skills in STEAM and includes a social and 
emotional curriculum known as “Power Skills”. Previous experience working with 
youth is required; technical experience working with wood or metal is helpful but 
not required. 

To ask questions or volunteer, please contact
Caelan Keenan, ckeenan@vtworksforwomen.org 

or 802-655-8900 ext. 106.

Full-Time CSR/Dispatcher
Immediate on-site office position 

M-Fr 8-5
Are you willing to work in a fast-paced 

environment, individually or with a team 
of people?  Are you a problem solver, 

multi-tasker, and great listener who has 
strong computer skills?

Daily interactions with customers, 
answering phone, order taking, data entry, 

invoicing, filing, scheduling deliveries.

Send resume to:
Vermont Natural Ag Products, Inc.

297 Lower Foote Street
Middlebury, VT 05753

Fax: 802-388-1135
tfmoodoo@sover.net

3 x col 5 CD
event manager

3 x col 4 CD
ACCT

We’re seeking a meticulously organized, energetic 
and positive individual to be the Race Director 

for the Middlebury Maple Run. 

Part time position starting in April and ramping 
up until race day in early October.

Be a part of a dedicated team working to keep 
this event thriving in downtown Middlebury.

Ready for a RACE?

To apply, email Christy Lynn at 
christy@addisonindependent.com
with a letter of interest and resume. 

Account Manager 
(Sales)

Vermont Soap in Middlebury is looking 
for a motivated, outgoing and highly 
organized individual to join our sales 
team. 

Must have excellent written and verbal 
communication skills and possess 
strong knowledge of Microsoft and Excel 
programs. Previous sales experience a 
plus. Some benefits include weekends 
off, paid vacation time, paid holidays 
and 401k. 

Submit cover letter and resume to 
nichole@vermontsoap.com.

Maintenance Technician
Addison County Community Trust (ACCT) is seeking a full-time 

Maintenance Technician for our apartments in Middlebury and 
Vergennes. Experience in carpentry, plumbing, electrical is preferred 

but not required. Starting pay is $20 per hour for those with experience.  
Excellent benefit packages, including 4 weeks of paid time off per year, 

paid holidays, health insurance, and matching retirement contribution. 
High School + minimum 1 years related experience, reliable 

transportation & insurance, valid driver’s license, clean driving record 
required.  Staff are required to be fully vaccinated, including boosted 

against COVID-19. Religious/medical exempt staff
are required to show proof of negative PCR test weekly. 

If you are interested in the position
please email Colby Benjamin at Colby@addisontrust.org. 

EOE

Addison Independent
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HOME HEALTH AIDE 
wanted to provide light 
housekeeping, general as-
sistance, errands. 3 days a 
week for 3 hrs a day for a 
73 year old man in Addison. 
Flexible hours $25 per hour. 
Contact; eresnik@rcn.com

YEAR ROUND WAIT-
STAFF needed for busy 
family restaurant. Apply in 
person to Rosie’s Restau-
rant, Rte 7 South, Middle-
bury.

For Sale
CAST IRON Parlor Stove. 
25.5” wide and 30” height 
$300.00 Diane 802-349-
7691.

CUSTOM MADE captain’s 
(storage) bed, single size 
with 4 drawers. In very 
good condition. Asking 
$125.00 802-453-5914

RED AND BLUE heeler 
puppies. Had all shots. 
Ready to go. $600. each. 
518-569-0957.

For Rent
BRISTOL- Active parent 
who enjoys snow boarding 
& family time, seeking dog-
friendly housemate. Private 
BA. $550/mo. + small utils. 
share. 802-863-5625 or 
HomeShareVermont.org 
for application. Interview, 
refs, background checks 
req. EHO

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

VERGENNES WILLOW 
APARTMENTS Is currently 
taking waitlist applications 
for 1 and 2 bedroom apart-
ments.  No smoking/no 
pets.  Income limits ap-
ply- Rent rate based on 
income.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity 802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191.  www.
SummitPMG.com.

Farmers
HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

It’s against
the law to 

discriminate
when advertising 

housing

Let us help you sift through the 
complexities of the Fair Housing Law. 
Stay legal. Stay on the right side of the 

nation’s Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison Independent at 
(802) 388-4944. 

Talk to our sales professionals.

It’s against the law to discriminate 
when advertising housing. Its easier 
to break the law than you might 
think. You can’t say “no children” 
or “adults only.”

There’s a lot you can’t say.

The Federal Government  
is watching for such
discrimination.

Full-Time Lawn Care 
& 

Landscaping
Positions Available

Immediate positions available working 
Monday – Friday and some Saturdays.

Paid Holidays, partial uniforms, 
and competitive pay.   

Experience isn’t necessary 
but having a positive attitude, 

loving to work outside, 
and being reliable is.

To apply, call 802-352-9088
or stop by at 307 Kelly Cross Rd., 

Salisbury, VT 05769

CLEANING POSITION
Childcare program in East Middlebury 
needs individual or service to clean. 
Dependability and thoroughness are 
important. 6-8 hours per week.

For more information, please call
(802) 388-2853 and ask for Dylan.

The Center is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Town of Middlebury
Wastewater Treatment

Plant Operator
(Laboratory Technician)

This is specialized work in the operation 
and maintenance of a wastewater treatment 
plant facility. Work involves responsibility 
for monitoring plant samplers for proper 
operation, for performing laboratory analysis 
necessary to regulate plant operations and for 
making operating adjustments by regulating 
valves and engaging and disengaging pumps, 
etc.

Work is performed in accordance with 
plant operating schedules and scheduled 
preventive laboratory maintenance and 
routines. Employees are expected to be able 
to recognize malfunctions or other operating 
problems and to take corrective action based 
upon experience. Work if this class involves 
some actions, the consequence of which 
improperly performed would cause problems 
of a safety, economic and environmental 
nature. The work requires knowledge and 
skills that can be learned on the job, but only 
with considerable supervisory participation 
supplemented by formal on-the-job training 
courses. The work of this class involves no 
supervisory responsibility. Employees receive 
direct supervision and operating instructions 
from the wastewater superintendent. Work is 
reviewed primarily through review of logs, 
laboratory reports, and maintenance records. 
Work does involve some element of personal 
risk and unpleasant working surroundings.

Complete job description and application 
may be obtained on-line at www.
townofmiddlebury.org, at the Department of 
Public Works, or by calling 388-4045. Submit 
applications by March 31, 2022 to Bill Kernan 
at the Department of Public Works Office, 
1020 Route 7 South, Middlebury, VT 05753.

The Town of Middlebury
 is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Road 
Crew 

Member

The Town of Starksboro is 
searching for a full-time 

road crew member. 
Under the direction 
of the Road Foreman, 

this position is 
one that implements 

all municipal highway 
operations in order to advance 

the safe and effective functioning 
of the Starksboro road system, including 
municipal construction projects and maintenance 
of municipal roads, sidewalks, vehicles, and 
equipment. The full job description and
required application form is available at 
www.starksborovt.org.  Must live or be willing 
to relocate to within reasonable distance of 
Starksboro. Full benefit package offered as 
outlined in the town’s personnel policy. 

Submit applications to the Starksboro 
Selectboard c/o Rebecca Elder

at PO Box 91, Starksboro, VT 05487
or email to rebecca@starksborovt.org

Applications will be accepted
until position is filled. EOE

2 x col  3.5 CD
Colby hill
landscap

2 x col  3 CD
slate valley

2 x  5 col  CD
keewaydin

3 x col 8 CD
addy indy
sales pos

Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

2 x col  3.25 CD
south mtn

transp

2 x col  3 CD
vt soap

2 x col  2.25 CD
maplefields

2 x col  2.25 CD
southmtn
trnsport

fuel

Help Wanted 
ads can

be found on 
Pages 9B,

11B and 12B

For Rent

INSPIRED?  

IMAGINE... 
Going to work every day 

and knowing that YOU 
are helping businesses 
grow. YOU are helping 

sustain your local 
newspaper. YOU are 

contributing to a 
community where 

people are informed 
and connected to 

what’s going on 
around them.

The Addy Indy is actively hiring dynamic 
individuals to join our marketing team.

Contact Christy at
christy@addisonindependent.com  to learn more.

is hiring for the 2022 season.
We are located in Bristol.

Work includes Hardscape Installations, 
Planting Installations and

Planting Bed Maintenance.
Applicants should have a valid driver’s 

license and the ability to work in 
all weather conditions. Experience 

preferred but we are willing to train. 
Work to begin early April. 

Starting pay $17.00 per hr. and up.

Contact: Dave Brett
Email: davebrett@gmavt.net

Phone: (802)363-9958

Colby Hill
Landscape Company

LANDSCAPERS WANTED:LANDSCAPERS WANTED:

SLATE VALLEY 
UNIFIED UNION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT

Providing daily instruction to high school 
social studies.  Licensed teacher preferred. 

For additional information,
contact Principal, Ben Worthing at

bworthing@svuvt.org or call 802-265-4966
All applicants must apply

on www.SchoolSpring.com
Position will remain open until filled EOE

 ANTICIPATED LONG-TERM 
SUBSTITUTE  SOCIAL STUDIES 
TEACHER VACANCY - 2022-2023

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

FUEL HAULING
South Mountain Transport is 

hiring for a Fuel Hauling Position.
Must have a Class A CDL with Hazmat 
endorsement and at least 3 years’ 
experience. We offer health benefits, paid 
vacation and holiday pay.

If you are interested in joining our 
team, please inquire by email to office@

southmtntransport.com, or call
Jeff @ 802-989-5024 or 802-870-7121.

We are a family owned and operated 
company located in Vergennes, VT 
specializing in the transport of grain, 
minerals, aggregates, and fuel. 

The positions require overnights and 
drivers are home every weekend. We offer 
health benefits, paid vacation, holiday 
pay, per diem pay for overnight stays, 
excess mileage bonuses and weekly pay.

If you are interested in joining our 
team, please inquire by email to

office@southmtntransport.com, or call 
Jeff @ 802-989-5024 or 802-870-7121.

South Mountain Transport
is hiring Class A CDL drivers to 

join our growing company.

Seeking a full-time employee
Stonewood Farm is a large scale

Turkey farm located in Orwell Vermont.  
We are seeking a full time employee

who can perform a variety of tasks, such 
as operating and maintaining tractors/
heavy machinery (field work, loader 

operation, oil changes, greasing, etc…), 
and other various farm tasks.

Experience preferred.
Contact Peter Stone
at 802-377-9879 or

stone@stonewoodfarm.com.

We are hiring for Summer 
2022 positions!

Summer Camp Support Position
Help with a variety of camp support jobs 

including driving, trip excursion food 
prep, and errands at Keewaydin Dunmore 
boys’ camp on beautiful Lake Dunmore! 
Approximately 30 hours per week from 
June 20-August 20, competitive wages, 

flexible schedule. 

Summer Camp Arts and 
Crafts instructor

Part time position teaching arts and crafts 
at Keewaydin Dunmore, boys’ camp on 
Lake Dunmore in Salisbury, VT from 

June 26-August 18. 

Contact Pete Hare at pete@keewaydin.org for 
information.

KEEWAYDIN CAMPSKEEWAYDIN CAMPSKEEWAYDIN CAMPSKEEWAYDIN CAMPS

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

All real estate 
advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to 
the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national 
origin, sexual orientation, 
or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real 
estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-
8590. For the Washington, 
DC area please call HUD 
at 426-3500.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

For Rent
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Auctions

The resident and non-resident owners, lienholders and mortgagees of the real 
estate in the Town of Leicester, in the County of Addison, and State of Vermont 
are hereby notified that real estate taxes for the 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 
2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 tax 
years assessed by the Town of Leicester remain, either in whole or in part, unpaid 
upon the following described real estate in the Town of Leicester as indicated 
below, to wit:

Duane Atwood: Delinquent 2019, 2020, and 2021 Property Taxes
Being a 1965 green and white Starlite mobile home, serial number 4668, located 

at 66 Cove Point Drive, Leicester, Vermont, as referenced in a Vermont Mobile 
Home Uniform Bill of Sale from Stephen A. Marcoux, Executor for the Estate of 
Roger Marcoux to Duane Atwood dated November 13, 2018, and of record in the 
Leicester Land Records in Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at Page 337. (Parcel 
I.D. #202126-7).

Helen Corbett and April Elrick:  Delinquent 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 
2019, 2020 and 2021 Property Taxes

Being a 1993 14’x80’ Crème Skyline mobile home, serial number 5K10-0438G, 
located 61 Cove Point Drive, Leicester, Vermont, as referenced in a Vermont 
Mobile Home Uniform Bill of Sale from Mike Bilodeau to Helen Corbett and April 
Elrick dated March 26, 2013, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in 
Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at Page 186.  (Parcel I.D. #202126-8).

Estate of Scott A. Currier:  Delinquent 2017, 2018, 2020 and 2021
Property Taxes

Being 10.10 acres of land, more or less, with any and all improvements thereon, 
including but not limited to a 1999 28’x46’ Redman Homes, Inc. Shadow Ridge 
mobile home, serial number 12233878, located at 971 Cram Road, Leicester, 
Vermont, and being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Scott A. 
Currier in a Warranty Deed from Richard A. Felion and Sandra J. Felion dated 
September 24, 1998, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 50 at 
Page 177.  Reference is further made to a Vermont Mobile Home Uniform Bill of 
Sale from LaFond’s Auto Body, Inc. to Scott A. Currier dated September 24, 1998, 
and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at 
Page 34.  (Parcel I.D. #060058-1).

David Gearwar and Melissa Gearwar:  Delinquent 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 
2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 Property Taxes

Being a 1983 14’x70’ Brown Titan mobile home, serial number 98400000000000, 
located at 653 Shackett Road, Leicester, Vermont, as referenced in a Vermont 
Mobile Home Uniform Bill of Sale from Roy J. Lockwood, Sr. to David and Melissa 
Gearwar dated December 8, 2003, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in 
Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at Page 122.  (Parcel I.D. #030026-1).

Estate of Barbara Isabelle (formerly Gorton):  Delinquent 2016, 2017, 2018, 
2019, 2020 and 2021 Property Taxes

Being 1.3 acres of land, more or less, with any and all improvements thereon, 
including but not limited to a 2004 14’x68’ Commodore Genesis mobile home, 
serial number CC41961A, located at 1270 U.S. Route 7, Leicester, Vermont, 
and being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Gary N. Gorton 
and Barbara J. Gorton in a Warranty Deed from Robert P. Costin, Trustee of the 
Edna Page Trust, with the power and authority to protect, conserve, sell, lease, 
encumber, or otherwise manage and dispose of the real property of said Edna 
Page, under Trust Agreement dated July 22, 1981, said Warranty Deed dated 
June 27, 1983, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 34 at Page 
168.  Reference is made to a Vermont Mobile Home Uniform Bill of Sale from 
Town and Country Homes, Inc. to Barbara Isabelle dated February 5, 2004, and 
of record in the Leicester Land Records in Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at 
Page 13.  Reference is further made to a Final Order in the matter Gary Gorton v. 
Barbara Gorton, Addison Family Court Docket No. 236-10-95 Andm, dated April 
30, 1996, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 47 at Page 130.  
(Parcel I.D. #060020).

Larry Lanpher, Jr. and Laryssa Dutton:  Delinquent 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 
2020 and 2021 Property  Taxes

Being a 1987 mobile home located at 51 Indian Trail, Leicester, Vermont, as 
referenced in a Vermont Mobile Home Uniform Bill of Sale from Jesse D. Phillips 
to Larry Lanpher, Jr. and Laryssa Dutton dated January 13, 2016, and of record 
in the Leicester Land Records in Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at Page 321.  
(Parcel I.D. #2021261).

Daniel Lounsbury:  Delinquent 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021
Property Taxes

Being 2.00 acres of land, more or less, with dwelling and any and all 
improvements thereon located at 1866 Hooker  Road, Leicester, Vermont, and 
being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Daniel A. Lounsbury in a 
Warranty Deed from Charles E. Lounsbury, Jr., survivor of Virginia M. Lounsbury, 
dated February 23, 2016, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 77 
at Page 471.  (Parcel I.D. #202039-1). 

James J. Maranville, Jr., Jae M. Kniffin and Susan M. Porter:  Delinquent 
2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 
2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 Property Taxes

Being .22 acre of land, more or less, with any and all improvements thereon 
located on Lake Dunmore Road, Leicester, Vermont, and being all and the same 
lands and premises conveyed to James J. Maranville, Jr., Jae M. Kniffin and 
Susan M. Porter in a Warranty Deed from James J. Maranville and Juanita N. 
Maranville dated July 8, 1992, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 
43 at Page 79.  (Parcel I.D. #212214).

Estate of Roger Marcille:  Delinquent 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021
property taxes

Being .67 acre of land, more or less, with any and all improvements thereon, 
including but not limited to a 1990 14’x70’ Cream Skyline Manson Villa mobile 
home , serial number 18546-1, located at 1691 U.S. Route 7, Leicester, Vermont, 
and being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Roger J. Marcille 

(deceased) and Joan D. Marcille (deceased) in a Warranty Deed from Pearl A. 
Morcombe dated November 8, 2004, and of record in the Leicester Land Records 
in Book 60 at Page 70.  Reference is further made to a Vermont Mobile Home 
Uniform Bill of Sale from Pearl A. Morcombe to Roger J. Marcille and Joan D. 
Marcille dated November 8, 2004, and of record in the Leicester Land Records in 
Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at Page 250.  (Parcel I.D. #020061).

Samantha L. Orum:  Delinquent 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021
Property Taxes

Being a 1978 14’x70’ Yellow Skyline mobile home, serial number 01160101M, 
located 50 Cove Point Drive, Leicester, Vermont, as referenced in a Vermont 
Mobile Home Uniform Bill of Sale from Douglas J. Westcott and Cynthia I. Cahill to 
Samantha L. Orum dated November 13, 2015, and of record in the Leicester Land 
Records in Mobile Home Bill of Sale Book 1 at Page 317.  (Parcel I.D. #202126-9).

Estate of Robert Severy:  Delinquent 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 
Property Taxes

Being 7.60 acres of land, more or less, with any and all improvements thereon 
located off Old Jerusalem Road, Leicester, Vermont, and being all and the same 
lands and premises conveyed to Hayden Severy (deceased) and Robert Severy 
(deceased) in a Warranty Deed from Jennie Richmond dated September 24, 1963, 
and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 28 at Page 510.  (Parcel I.D. 
#020077).

Statewide Corporation:  Delinquent 2013, 2014, 2015, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 
2021 Property Taxes

Being .24 acre of land, more or less, with any and all improvements thereon 
located on Delorm Road, Leicester, Vermont, and being all and the same lands and 
premises conveyed to Statewide Corporation in a Quit Claim Deed from Telephone 
Operating Company of Vermont LLC dated June 27, 2013, and of record in the 
Leicester Land Records in Book 80 at Page 61.  (Parcel I.D. #070042).

Ruth G. Strickholm Revocable Trust, u/t/a dated March 28, 2007:  
Delinquent 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 Property Taxes

Being 3.20 acres of land, more or less, with dwelling and any and all 
improvements thereon located at 2303 Fern Lane Road, Leicester, Vermont, 
and being all and the same lands and premises conveyed to Ruth G. Strickholm, 
Trustee of the Ruth G. Strickholm Revocable Trust u/t/a dated March 28, 2007, in a 
Quit Claim Deed from Ruth G. Strickholm, sole surviving Trustee of the Strickholm 
Trust, said Deed dated July 19, 2007, and of record in the Leicester Land Records 
in Book 64 at Page 100.  Reference is further made to the following documents of 
record in the Leicester Land Records:  (a) Warranty Deed from Francis Brown to 
George E. Strickholm and Ruth G. Strickholm, Trustees of the Strickholm Trust, 
dated December 29, 1988, recorded in Book 39 at Page 418; (b) Revocation of 
Strickholm Trust dated October 7, 2004, recorded in Book 59 at Page 332; (c) 
Declaration of Alden Trust dated October 7, 2004, recorded in Book 59 at Page 
533; (d) Quit Claim Deed from Ruth  G. Strickholm to Ruth G. Strickholm, Trustee 
of the Alden Trust dated October 8, 2004, recorded in Book 59 at Page536; (e) 
Revocation of Alden Trust dated March 28, 2007, recorded in Book 64 at Page 
26; (f) Quit Claim Deed from Ruth G. Strickholm (survivor of George E. Strickholm 
and Ruth G. Strickholm) individually, and as Trustee of the Alden Trust u/t/a 
dated October 7, 2004, to Ruth G. Strickholm, dated March 28, 2007, recorded 
in Book 64 at Page 27; (g) Quit Claim Deed from Ruth G. Strickholm to Ruth G. 
Strickholm, Trustee of the Ruth G. Strickholm Revocable Living Trust u/t/a dated 
March 28, 2007, said Deed dated March 28, 2007, recorded in Book 64 at Page 
29; (h) Corrective Quit Claim Deed from Ruth G. Strickholm, (survivor of George 
E. Strickholm and Ruth G. Strickholm), individually and as Trustee of the Alden 
Trust u/t/a dated October 7, 2004, to Ruth G. Strickholm, Trustee of the Ruth G. 
Strickholm Revocable Trust u/t/a dated March 23, 2007, said Deed dated July 
19, 2007, recorded in Book 64 at Page 102; (i) Reinstatement of Strickholm Trust 
dated July 19, 2007, recorded in Book 64 at Page 116; (j) Trustee’s Certificate for 
the Strickholm Trust dated July 19, 2007, recorded in Book 64 at Page 117; and 
(k) Revocation of the Strickholm Trust dated July 19, 2007, recorded in Book 64 at 
Page 118. (Parcel I.D. #060022).

Jess C. Taylor and Tina M. Santor (now known as Tina M. Taylor):  
Delinquent 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 Property Taxes

Being .50 acre of land, more or less, with dwelling and any and all improvements 
thereon located at 32 Jenna Lane, Leicester, Vermont, and being all and the same 
lands and premises conveyed to Jess C. Taylor and Tina M. Santor (n/k/a Tina 
M. Taylor) in a Warranty Deed from Michael M. Lussier dated March 25, 2009, 
and of record in the Leicester Land Records in Book 66 at Page 549.  (Parcel I.D. 
#050010).

And so much of said real estate will be sold at public auction at the Leicester 
Town Clerk’s office, a public place in said Town on the 21st day of April, 2022 at 
9:00 o’clock in the forenoon, as shall be requisite to discharge such taxes with 
costs and fees, unless previously paid.

Any questions or inquiries regarding the above-referenced sale should be 
directed to the following address:

 Carroll, Boe, Pell & Kite, P.C.
 ATTN:  James F. Carroll, Esq. or Wanda M. Murray, Paralegal
 64 Court Street
 Middlebury, Vermont 05753 Telephone:  (802) 388-6711

Carroll, Boe, Pell & Kite, P.C. and the Town of Leicester do not give any opinion 
or certification as to the marketability of the title to the above-referenced properties 
as held by the current owners/taxpayers.  

The only acceptable forms of bid payment at the day of tax sale are bank check 
payable to Carroll, Boe, Pell & Kite, P.C., Real Estate Trust Account; letter of credit 
from bank followed by bank check payable to Carroll, Boe, Pell & Kite, P.C., Real 
Estate Trust Account; and/or cash.  No personal checks will be accepted.

 Dated at Leicester, Vermont this 3rd day of March, 2022.
 Beth Ripley, Town of Leicester Delinquent Tax Collector

TOWN OF LEICESTER, VERMONT
NOTICE OF TAX SALE

Monday, March 14 6:00 PM ANWSD Regular Board Meeting
  Vergennes Union High School
Thursday, March 17 6:00 PM Community Engagement Committee   
  Vergennes Union High School
Monday, March 21 6:00 PM ANWSD Regular Board Meeting
  Vergennes Union High School

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETINGS
MARCH 2022

The following schedule of the Board of School Directors’ meetings is 
announced for the month of March 2022:

TOWN OF ORWELL’S NOTICE OF TAX SALE
The resident and non-resident owners, lienholders, mortgagees and all persons 

interested in the purchase of land in the Town of Orwell, County of Addison and 
State of Vermont, are hereby notified that the taxes and/or utilities assessed by 
such Town for the 2021 and prior fiscal years remain, either in whole or in part, 
unpaid on the following described lands and/or premises situated in the Town of 
Orwell:

Property commonly known and numbered as 66 Church Street, 
consisting of 0.75 acres, more or less, together with residence and other 
improvements thereon, owned by U.S. Bank Trust, N.A., as Trustee 
for LSF9 Master Participation Trust, conveyed to it by Quitclaim Deed 
of Chesley L. Deering and Tina M. Deering, dated May 14, 2015, and 
of record in Book 92 at Pages 1-2, and by Quitclaim Deed of Jason L. 
Deering, dated May 14, 2015, and of record in Book 92 at Pages 3-4, both 
of the Town of Orwell Land Records

Said lands and/or premises will be sold at a public auction at the Orwell Town 
Office, 436 Main Street, Orwell, Vermont, on Tuesday the 22nd day of March 
2022, at One o’clock in the afternoon (1:00 p.m.), to discharge such taxes and/
or utilities with costs, unless the same are previously paid.  Information regarding 
the amount of taxes and/or utilities due may be obtained at the offices of Robert E. 
Fletcher, Esq., Stitzel, Page & Fletcher, P.C., P.O. Box 1507, Burlington, Vermont 
05402-1507, (802) 6602555.

DATED at Orwell, in the County of Addison and State of Vermont, this 8th day 
of February 2022.
/s/ Diane Jackson
Diane Jackson, Collector of Delinquent Taxes
Town of Orwell, Vermont

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF ADDISON

The Addison Development Review Board will convene a public hearing on 
Monday, March 28, 2022 at 7:00 P.M. via Zoom to address the following 
applications:
Please note time change, date and meeting place.

1. Application (#22-02) from Lawrence & Dale Lynds to consider an 
application for a conditional-use for the Board’s approval of a 24’ by 
50’ storage barn (tax map ID# 13-35) located at 6386 VT Route 125.  

2. Application (#22-03) from James K. Bushey for the Board’s approval 
of a minimal front setback requirement from C/L variances for the 
future use of the building lot located at 4904 VT Route 22A (tax map 
ID# 6-01-40).

3. Application (#21-28) from Robert Hussey/Lynn Sluiter and Brent 
Perkins for a boundary-line adjustment between their property located 
on Lake Street (tax map ID# 04-02-27-000) and the neighboring 
property of Brent Perkins (tax map ID# 04-02-28-000) involving the 
transfer of 7.24 +/- acres from Perkins to Hussey/Sluiter. Both lots 
are now non-conforming with the road frontage requirements of the 
Town’s Zoning Regulations, and both will remain so after the proposed 
transfer, but there will be no change in the degree of non-conformity.  
If ready, will present the final mylar and paper copies to be signed by 
the Chair for approval. 

The applications are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office 
during normal office hours. Interested parties who wish to appeal or to be heard 
must attend the hearing or may be represented by an agent or an attorney. 
Communications relating to the application may be filed in writing with the Board 
either before or during the hearings.

N.B.: Participation in a hearing is necessary to establish status as an 
“interested person” and the right to appeal a decision rendered in that hearing, 
according to the provisions of  24 V   S.A. 117 S.S.4464 (a) (1) (C), 4465(b) 
and 4471 (a).  Participation consists of offering through oral or written testimony, 
evidence or a statement of concern directly related to the subject of the hearing. 
  Respectfully Submitted,
     John Spencer, Chair
 Starr Phillips, Board Secretary
 Michael Wojociechowski, Zoning Administrator

To join Zoom meeting, please contact the Addison Town Clerk’s Office
at 802-759-2020 or addisontown@gmavt.net for the link to the meeting.  

                                                                                             

MIDDLEBURY — Following a 
March 4 traffic stop on Route 7 South 
Middlebury police cited William 
Flack, 71, of Middlebury for driving 
under the influence of drugs. 

After police took Flack to the 
police department for a preliminary 
evaluation for being under the 
influence of drugs, police said they 
took him to Porter Hospital for an 
evidentiary blood test. The results 
of that test are pending.

In other action between Feb. 28 
and March 6, Middlebury police: 

On Feb. 28 checked on a report 
of a suspicious car parked at the 
Memorial Sports Center.

On March 1: 
• Took a report of a car driving 

at a high rate of speed on Exchange 
Street.

• Looked into reports of 
abandoned cars on Mill Street and 
the Shaw’s Supermarket parking 
lot.

• Responded to a report of a 
person who had fallen on Main 
Street. Police said he was gone 
when they arrived and they learned 
that passersby had helped the 
person.

• Attempted to help a Washington 
Street resident having issues with a 
neighbor.

• Responded to two-car accidents 
on Court Street and Middle Road.

• Went to Porter Drive to help 
the Counseling Service of Addison 
County with a person having a 
mental health crisis.

• Helped a man collect mail from 
his former Court Street residence.

• Picked up a used syringe from 
a Court Street Extension bathroom.

On March 2:
• Cited Tim Farr, 68, described 

as homeless, for unlawful trespass 
into a dwelling and resisting arrest.

• Helped Mary Hogan School 
staff find a student who had run 
away from school grounds.

• Went to Middlebury Union 
Middle School to help with a 
student who was described as out 
of control. The student was calm 
when police arrived.

• Helped a Forbes Circle couple 
obtain counseling services.

• Ticketed a vehicle blocking a 
Park Street driveway.

On March 3: 

• Tried to find a Jayne Court 
resident to serve a citation on 
behalf of Rutland police. 

• Found to be safe a student who 
had left a Meadow Way home for 
school but not shown up there. 

• Investigated a complaint of 
harassment via electronic means 
on High Street.

• Found a car on Maecliff Court 
on behalf of its owner.

On March 4:
• Checked out a Washington 

Street report of a fake $10 bill 
being passed.

• Responded to a two-car 
accident on Court Street.

• Looked into a report of 
dangerous drugs being sold. 

• In the Court Street area helped 
a homeless man find a place to 
stay for the night after finding him 
walking outside in the cold.

• Helped a Munger Street man 
who had fallen in his home.

• Checked a report of a child 
locked in a car in front of Subway 
on Court Street.

• Responded to a two-car 
accident on Case Street.

• Investigated a report of a 
theft on Court Street; police said 
students were possibly involved. 

• Referred to the Addison County 

Unit for Special Investigations a 
report of sexual offenses.

On March 5:
• Aided Vermont State Police at 

a domestic dispute on Route 7 in 
Salisbury.

• Responded to a reported home 
burglary on Foote Street, but 
found no evidence of an attempted 
burglary.

• Looked into a report on 
Court Street of a man yelling at a 
neighbor and concluded it was a 
mental health issue.

• Checked out a report of a man 
running around naked in the Cross 
Street area and found college 
students “doing a dare.” Police said 
they recommended the students 
find an area away from small 
children for their hijinks.

On March 6:
• Responded to a two-car crash 

on Route 7 South.
• Ticketed and ordered towed 

a number of cars parked near the 
Memorial Sports Center that they 
said were causing a traffic hazard.

• Found an unlocked Main Street 
door during a business check and 
searched the premises. 

• Backed up state police at a 
domestic dispute on Lake Dunmore 
Road in Leicester.

   
  

Public 
Notices 

Index
Public Notices for the  

following can be found in this  
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  

on Page 13B and 14B.

Middlebury man cited for driving under the influence

Police Log
Middlebury

For breaking news & updates
wherever you are!

facebook.com/
addisonindependent
twitter.com/addyindy

Find us on

For breaking 
news & updates 

wherever you 
are!

facebook.com/ 

addisonindependent

twitter.com/addyindy

Addison (1)

Addison County 
Courthouse (1)

Addison Northwest School 
District (1)

Bridport (1)

Leicester (2)

Middlebury (1)

Middlebury Cemetery 
Association (1)

Orwell (1)

Slate Valley Unified School 
District (1)

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 3/3 & 3/7, 2022
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
J. Fifield 1485 1.19 1767.15
C. Butler 1350 1.11 1448.55
Riverhill Farm 1010 1.105 1116.05
Vorsteveld Farm 1645 .895 1472.28
Woodnotch Farm 1790 .885 1584.15
Wilco Farm 1145 .86 984.70
B. Guillemette 1570 .835 1310.95

                        COST 
CALVES LBS. /LB $
H. Sunderland 97 3.10 300.70
Conants Riverside 106 2.80 296.80
Correia Family 99 2.50 247.50
Putnam Farms 96 2.10 201.60
Pinello Farms 189 2.00 378.00

Total # Beef: 149 Total # Calves: 250
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661
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Wednesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm
APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

FACE MASKS REQUIRED.
(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located in 

Frank Mahady Courthouse is available 
to accept passport applications and 

provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

TOWN OF BRIDPORT
The Town of Bridport is seeking 
interested parties for appointed 

positions:
Planning Commission

Zoning Board of Adjustment
Please send a letter of interest 

to the Town of Bridport, PO Box 
27, Bridport, VT 05734. For job 
descriptions and time commitment, 
call 802-758-2483.

TOWN OF LEICESTER 
2022 Mowing Bids

The Town of Leicester seeks mowing 
bids for Roadside Mowing, Brookside 
Cemetery Mowing, and Town Green/
Triangle Mowing. Bid packets can 
be found at www.leicestervt.gov. 
For questions, please contact Tom 
Barker at 802-247-3160.  Bids must 
be received at the Town Clerk’s Office 
by March 20, 2022, for consideration.

INVITATION TO BID
TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY

BID NUMBER # 20220307-1
Sealed competitive bids for a New Cabbed 4x4 Tractor with Rear 3-Point 

Hitch-Mount Boom Rotary Mower (Roadside Mower) will be received at the 
office of the Town Manager, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 05753 until 11:00 
AM, March 25, 2022. 

The Town of Middlebury, VT reserves the right to waive any 
informalities, reject any and all bids, or to accept any bid deemed 
to be in the best interest of the Town.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained by 
contacting the Department of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South via email 
at pkirby@townofmiddlebury.org, by phone at (802) 388-4045 or on the Town’s 
webpage at www.townofmiddlebury.org.

MIDDLEBURY CEMETERY 
ASSOCIATION

PUBLIC NOTICE
The annual meeting of the Middlebury 
Cemetery Association will be held at 
the offices of Langrock, Sperry & Wool, 
111 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT on 
Tuesday, March 15, 2022 at 5pm.

SLATE VALLEY UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT
 2022 BOARD MEMBERS

The Slate Valley Unified Union School District Board is seeking the following 
school board members to fill vacated seats on the District School Board:

(1) Hubbardton citizen
(1) Benson citizen

(2) West Haven citizens

Slate Valley also seeks the following Officers to fill vacated seats:
(1) Moderator

(1) Clerk

Anyone interested in these positions should submit their letter of interest to 
the Slate Valley Board, care of Superintendent of Schools bfarrell@svuvt.org.

Position will remain open until filled
EOE
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‘Amahl’ redux

A year after a planned encore, a 

beloved opera returns to a Salis-

bury church. See Arts+Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Not quite...

The Panther men’s hockey team 

showed promise its first games, 

but fell just short. See Page 1B.

Giving
Some Bristol neighbors held a 

festive gathering that collected 

food for donation. See Page 14A.

Departing Sheldon director made his mark on local history

Brooks brought flair to museum exhibits

(See Brooks, Page 16A)

Lt. gov. first to enter

race for Congress

Shelters
fill up as
temps dip
COVID measures 

limiting capacity

(See Shelters, Page 11A)

(See Gray, Page 15A)

Mt. Abe seeks healing after threats

Officials act and students speak out

$8M Career
Center bond
in the works

(See Career Center, Page 13A)

(See Gun scare, Page 10A)

Flag displays touched off the turmoil

(See Flags, Page 9A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Patricia 

Hannaford Career Center (PHCC) 

directors are reviewing an $8.1 

million plan to renovate the 

Middlebury school’s Charles 

Avenue and North Campus 

buildings, in anticipation of 

presenting it to area voters as a 

bond proposal as soon as next 

March.
The bulk of the project would 

involve energy-related repairs 

and upgrades to the PHCC’s 

50-year-old main building at 51 

Charles Ave. Completed in 1971, 

this 63,000-square-foot structure 

still operates with much of its 

original heating, ventilation, air-

conditioning, electrical, plumbing 

and lighting infrastructure, 

according to PHCC Superintendent 

Dana Peterson.

The Career Center board recently 

commissioned ENE Systems Inc. 

and Energy Efficient Investments 

Inc. to audit the energy systems 

and operating costs in the school’s 

two campuses. They found many 

deficiencies and are now pitching 

a menu of solutions — including 

With COVID-19 around it’s 

more difficult for people to go 

caroling or attend a Messiah 

sing-along. So Middlebury’s 

Town Hall Theater has found 

a way to bring the season into 

everyone’s living room — 

and raise money for hungry 

Addison County residents in the 

process. The artistic nonprofit 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Addison 

County’s two emergency homeless 

shelters are already full and 

carrying waiting lists as bone- 

chilling temperatures, sleet and 

snow once again take center stage 

in the Champlain Valley.

The Charter House Coalition 

(CHC) Emergency Shelter at 27 

North Pleasant St. in Middlebury 

has already reached its max of 24 

guests, while another 28 individuals 

are waiting in the wings in hopes 

of securing a spot, according to 

Heidi Lacey, the shelter’s top 

administrator.

Meanwhile, the eight shelter 

units at John Graham Housing & 

Services in Vergennes are also full, 

serving a total of 22 adults and 

children, according to Executive 

Director Susan Whitmore.

Like Lacey, Whitmore has noted 

a recent surge in folks seeking to 

come in from the weather. Some 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Some look 

upon history as a dispassionate 

examination of objects from a 

bygone era, their 

significance buried 

by “progress” and the 

sands of time.

That’s never been 

the case for Bill 

Brooks, who’s always 

sought to make history 

come alive.
Brooks has helmed 

Middlebury’s Henry 

Sheldon Museum of 

Vermont History for 

only 10 of its 137 

years, but his many 

contributions have 

made an immeasurable 

impact on how locals 

and visitors will 

perceive Addison 

County for many decades to come.

Brooks began as the Sheldon’s 

executive director on June 5, 2012, 

after having spent eight years as the 

development director of the Calvin 

Coolidge Memorial Foundation 

in Plymouth Notch. Now closing 

in on his 80th year, Brooks will 

soon pass the torch to the next 

steward of the Sheldon — the 

oldest community-based museum 

in the country. He’s seen a lot of 

history and wants to 

make some of his own, 

in what promises to be 

an active retirement.

“I think the Sheldon 

would benefit by new 

leadership,” Brooks 

said during a recent 

interview at the Park 

Street museum. “I’ve 

certainly enjoyed my 

10 years, but when 

you turn 80, things 

slow down a little. I 

think a younger person 

with new ideas is very 

important.”
It’s hard to imagine 

a successor topping 

Brooks’s plentiful 

ideas, which have seen him pair 

local artists, photographers, 

educators, orators and other 

creative folks with a range of 

beautiful, basic, evocative and 

quirky items in the Sheldon’s attic 

for delightfully themed exhibits.

BILL BROOKS WILL soon step down as director of the Henry Sheldon Museum of Vermont History after 

a very eventful decade. He helped bring new, vibrant exhibits to the Middlebury museum that combined 

art, history and the talents of Addison County residents. Here he stands in front of a series of miniature 

Christmas trees crafted by local residents that will be auctioned as a fundraiser for the museum.

Independent photo/John Flowers

“Having 

these various 

exhibits, two or 

three a year, 

that feature 

both history 

and art and fill 

the rooms of 

the museum, 

allows local 

visitors to come 

back and see 

new things.”

— Bill Brooks

By ANGELO LYNN

BURLINGTON — Early 

Monday morning, Vermont Lt. 

Gov. Molly Gray declared her 

candidacy for Vermont’s lone 

congressional seat being vacated 

by Congressman Peter Welch.

A lifelong Vermonter, Gray, 

37, was born and raised in South 

Newbury, Vt., on a vegetable 

and dairy farm still operated by 

her family today. She has served 

Vermont in Washington as an 

aide to Congressman Welch, 

statewide as an assistant attorney 

general and now as lieutenant 

governor. Before entering public 

office, Gray spent her career 

advocating for human rights and MOLLY  GRAY

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — After almost 90% 

of students stayed away from 

Mount Abraham Union Middle/

High School on Friday, Dec. 3, 

attendance returned to almost 

normal this week, though not 

fully, Principal Shannon Warden 

said on Wednesday morning. She 

was scheduled to speak later that 

morning with a student who was 

still apprehensive about resuming 

classes.
Students, educators and 

community members this week 

were trying to make sense of an 

outburst of unrest at the Bristol 

school last week that culminated in 

a threat that a student would bring a 

weapon to school.

The Mount Abraham Unified 

School District and the Bristol 

Police Department worked late 

into the night on Thursday and 

determined that those threats were 

not credible, but by then almost all 

of the school’s parents had decided 

to keep their children home from 

school the following day.

Mount Abe instituted a ban 

on flag-related attire on Dec. 

2. Warden said in an email to 

parents that day that the ban was 

in response to a recent trend of a 

small number of students wearing 

politically themed flags or banners 

as capes. The school had initially 

permitted this activity as a form 

of self-expression, but banned 

it Thursday because it had “led 

to inappropriate, disrespectful, 

hurtful, hateful dialogue between 

students and adults.” (See “Flag 

Displays” story on this page.)

As events unfolded at Mount 

Abe, school communities around 

the country were already on edge 

after a Nov. 30 school shooting in 

Oxford, Mich., left four students 

dead and seven others wounded. 

The suspect in that case, a 15-year-

old student at the school, was 

charged with first-degree murder 

and terrorism. His parents have 

also been arrested and charged in 

the case.

By JOHN FLOWERS

BRISTOL — Only 75 of the 

650 students enrolled at Mount 

Abraham Union Middle/High 

School came to the Bristol 

school out of fear that student 

unrest the previous day could 

escalate into violence. Mount 

Abe had received a threat that 

someone would bring a weapon 

to the Bristol school.

The source of the unrest: flags, 

some worn as capes.

School officials on Friday said 

a weapon threat issued Thursday 

was traced to one student. 

Following an investigation that 

spanned into Thursday night, 

Bristol police concluded there 

was “no credible threat to the 

Mount Abraham community 

and we were safe to hold 

classes on Friday,” MAUSD 

Smile for Santa

A VERY SMALL child takes her turn having a socially distant visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus in the new park in downtown Middlebury 

this past Saturday morning. The Christmas couple sat at a safe distance while they met with youngsters during the kickoff to the Better 

Middlebury Partnership’s Very Merry Middlebury celebration. See more photos on Page 2A. Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman
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A new classicA Dickens story we know & love 
will take the stage at Town Hall 
Theater. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Four-peat
The Middlebury College field 
hockey team dominated the 
NCAA Final Four. See Page 1B.

’Tis the seasonLook inside to find out what’s 
going on in all the area towns in 
our 40-page Holiday Guide.

HOPE Holiday Shop readies for kids in need

(See Holiday shop, Page 14A)

(See Hunters, Page 15A)

Eagle coach leads through empowermentStetson teaches more than skills

(See Stetson, Page 11A)

Career Ctr. redefines its priorities for the future

(See Career Ctr., Page 12A)

RNESU chief Collinsretiring at year’s end
Led schools through Act 46, COVID

(See Collins, Page 7A)

(See Nuovos, Page 12A)

Local sweethearts enter
10th decade – together

Young andother newhunters bagsome bucksOne novice killed a 195-pound, 9-pointer

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Helping 
Overcome Poverty’s Effects 
(HOPE) will reopen its Holiday 
Shop to in-person browsing next 
week after a two-year hiatus forced 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Located at the HOPE 
headquarters at 282 Boardman St. 
in Middlebury, the Holiday Shop 

features a hefty selection of free 
toys, books, puzzles and other gift 
options for low-income residents 
who otherwise couldn’t afford to 
provide their children Christmas 
presents. Jeanne Montross, 
executive director of HOPE, said 
the shop will likely serve around 
600 Addison County children over 
the next month.

As always, area individuals, 
businesses and places of worship 
are providing key donations that 
will allow HOPE to stock the 
Holiday Shop tables with super, 
eye catching gifts for kids ages 
birth through 18.“It’s a nice community effort 

that’s coming together,” Montross 
said during a recent interview at 

the shop.Organizers promise a return 
to “near-normal” shopping 
conditions. While patrons will 
need to social distance and wear 
face coverings, they’ll be able to 
choose gifts in person. That’s a 
departure from last year, when 
COVID-19 conditions required 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The town 
of Middlebury is home to many 
majestic sights — including the 
Otter Creek Falls, stately places of 
worship, and rolling, verdant hills.

But one of its most endearing and 
uplifting sights is the daily stroll 
of one of the community’s most 

senior and accomplished couples. 
If you’re lucky, you’ll spot Victor 
and Betty Nuovo just about any 
morning, walking hand-in-hand 
along Main and/or Weybridge 
streets. Both 90 years old and 
married for 68 years, the Nuovos 
breathe life into the impossible 

BETTY AND VICTOR Nuovo, one of Middlebury’s most accomplished 

and cherished couples, are each celebrating a 90th birthday, with 68 

years of marriage and many accomplishments to reflect upon.
Independent photo/Angelo S. Lynn

The Addison County 
jobless rate in October was 
1.4%, representing a drop 
from the 1.8% registered 
in September, according to 
the Vermont Department of 
Labor. Meanwhile, Vermont’s 
unemployment rate remained at 
2.8% in October, according to 

By ANDY KIRKALDYADDISON COUNTY — Young 
and first-time hunters combined to 
bring 121 deer to Addison County’s 
seven wildlife reporting stations 
after going out during Youth Hunting 
Weekend on Oct. 23 and 24. 

That total was the second-highest 
for an Addison County Youth 
Hunting Weekend, trailing only 
2019’s record high of 142. Other 
annual takes ranged from a low of 
78 in 2015 to 110 in both 2017 and 
2018.

For 2020, a wrinkle Department 
of Fish and Wildlife officials 
introduced no doubt boosted 
Youth Weekend numbers. Starting 
last year and this year, F&W has 
allowed first-time deer-hunting 
license holders ages 16 and up to 
join younger hunters during Youth 
Hunting Weekend, which now 
doubles as Novice Weekend. 

Still, 2021’s total ran ahead of 
2020’s youth weekend, during 
which young and novice hunters 
brought 105 deer to one of the 
following Addison County reporting 
stations: Rack ’N Reel in New 
Haven, Vermont Field Sports in 
Middlebury, Buxton’s Store in 
Orwell, West Addison General 
Store, Lincoln General Store, Green 
Mountain Trails End in Bristol, 
and C&S Hunting Supplies in East 
Middlebury.Overall, as of the end of the 

opening weekend of the 16-day rifle 
season (Nov. 14) hunters had taken 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — Kayla Bessette 

used to think there was no way 
other people could love and 
appreciate Mary Stetson the 
way she does.“And then (earlier this month) 

at our Mt. Abe Varsity Field 
Hockey Banquet, the seniors 
attempted to talk about Mary 
and everything she has taught 
them and given them,” Bessette 
told the Independent last week. 
“Through the tears the point was 
driven home that it’s not just 
me. It’s all of her players. Mary 
Stetson emulates all things 
‘Eagle Nation.’”Mary Stetson began teaching 

at Mount Abraham Union High 
School in 1982 and has coached 
field hockey there for the past 
30 years. The program she built 
at the school is legendary, and 
for the past eight years she has 
served as the New England/

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The 
Patricia Hannaford Career Center 
is generally doing a good job, 
but should consider adding new 
courses — such as veterinary 
science, dental hygiene and 
robotics — to reflect some of the 
evolving professional interests of 
its students.Those were among the 

takeaways of a lengthy “visioning” 
process that saw career center 
students, educators, business 
partners and community members 
take a thorough look at the school’s 
offerings and solicit feedback on 
how to better tailor vocational-
technical education for Addison 
County teens and adults.That visioning process began 

during the fall of 2019, when a 
team of Patricia Hannaford Career 

By ANGELO LYNNBRANDON — After 41 years as 
an educator, including 17 years as a 
superintendent, Rutland Northeast 
Supervisory Union Superintendent 
Jeanné Collins, 63, last Friday 
announced her resignation at the 
end of this school year. She said 
her decision was prompted by a 
change in her personal life.

“It’s bittersweet. It’s hard to let 
go,” Collins said, “but I’d like a 

different work-life balance.” 
Collins is engaged to be married 

to Mike Deweese, director of 
the Vermont Superintendents 
Association Leadership Academy, 
this coming May. Collins lives 
in Shelburne and Deweese is in 
Enosburg Falls.Collins became the 

superintendent of RNESU in 
2014, a move from the Burlington 

The chicken winner is…
EDORAH FRAZER, PRINCIPAL of Starksboro’s Robinson Elementary School, presents a chicken 

to first-grader Elijah Purinton, who suggested the name — “Snowy Chicken” — that the school voted 

to submit to the Vermont Agency of Transportation’s snowplow naming contest. The chicken will 

travel from class to class as the students do things that contribute to the greatness of the school. 

See more snowplow photos from other local schools on Page 2A.

Photo by Myriah Cogswell

MOUNT ABE FIELD hockey coach Mary Stetson looks on as her team prepares for the 2021 season 

this past August. When the Eagles won their fourth Division II state championship in a row this month, 

it was the second time Stetson’s program has had a championship “four-peat” since she started 

coaching the program in 1992.

Independent photo/Steve James
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Unbeaten
College women’s hockey grounds 

the Gulls to keep its winning 

streak alive. See Sports, Page 1B.

Graffi  ti or art?
Someone is pasting images 

around town, but where are they 

coming from? See Page 3A.

City police, Turning Point o� ering quick help to people in crisis

iPads allow for remote counseling

Vergennes seeks 
$25M sewer bond
Offi cials: It’s a great time for grants

ACSD to ask for 5.3% 

increase in spending

New canning facility could 

add 25 jobs at Aqua ViTea

Artim to leave Middlebury 

selectboard after 12 years
Could Lincoln, Ripton schools join forces?

Residents excited by the possibilities

And beverage start-ups would get help, too

(See Vergennes, Page 10A)

(See Aqua ViTea, Page 11A)

(See ACSD, Page 9A)

(See Schools, Page 11A)

(See Artim, Page 10A)

(See City police, Page 12A)

By ANDY 
KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — 

Thanks to Turning 

Point Center of 

Addison County, 

Vergennes Police 

Department offi cers 

this week have new 

tools at their disposal 

that can help citizens 

in need — two iPads.

Those tablet 

computers will 

travel with city 

police offi cers in 

their cruisers. If the 

offi cers encounter 

anyone who, in their 

judgment, would 

benefi t from a face-

to-face talk with one 

of Turning Point’s 13 

peer substance abuse 

coaches (at least one of whom is 

available 24/7) the offi cers can 

hand them one of the iPads.

A push of a 

button, and within 

60 seconds a trained 

peer coach will 

appear on the screen 

to listen and talk 

to, encourage, and 

support the person 

in a substance abuse 

crisis, according to 

Vergennes Police 

Chief George 

Merkel. 
“There are people 

we are dealing with 

that we can get to 

the coach to provide 

support and services 

(for), who need a 

coach … to help work 

through some of their 

issues, substance 

abuse or whatever 

else,” Merkel said.

Turning Point Center Executive 

Director Jennifer Mayhew said 

“They (offi cers) 

are out on the 

road, not always 

in the offi ce. The 

iPad seemed 

like a creative 

way to have 

access to people 

immediately, 

really in those 

most vulnerable 

moments when 

people are 
willing to think 

about rehab or 

treatment.” 
— Turning Point 

Executive Director 

Jennifer Mayhew

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — 

Nick Artim stepped onto 

Middlebury’s political stage a 

dozen years ago with a desire to 

do his civic duty and leave the 

community a better place for 

future generations.
He will step down from the 

Middlebury selectboard on 

March 1, having helped guide 

the town during a pandemic and 

an unparalleled investment in its 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

ADDISON COUNTY — Lincoln 

and Ripton, which voted last year 

to withdraw from their school 

districts, have begun exploring the 

idea of creating a new supervisory 

union to handle the administrative 

services they might not be able to 

afford individually.
“It’s one of the most exciting 

moments we’ve had in a long, 

embattled year, to be sitting with 

people who are really visioning 

something that is proactive 

and unique, but also still really 

supporting the values that our 

towns hold dear,” Ripton School 

District (RSD) board member 

Molly Witters told the Independent

earlier this month.
Since voting to leave the 

Addison Central School District 

last January and subsequently 

receiving the blessing of district 

member towns, Ripton has formed 

its own school district and now 

awaits a complicated decision 

by the Vermont State Board of 

Education (VSBE).
Lincoln voted in August to 

leave the Mount Abraham Unifi ed 

School District and awaits possible 

ratifi cation of district member 

communities on Town Meeting 

Day, March 1.

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Beverage 

maker Aqua ViTea is looking to 

substantially increase its canning 

capabilities, allowing it to hit a new 

gear in its kombucha production 

while also giving it the capacity to 

become a major incubator for small 

startup beverage companies.

Woodchuck Cider, a Middlebury 

industrial park neighbor, is shaping 

up as the other major player in 

this beverage-incubator venture, 

noted Aqua ViTea Founder/CEO 

Jeff Weaber. In short, Aqua ViTea 

is poised to acquire a 100-cans-

per-minute processing line from 

By ANDY KIRKALDY 

VERGENNES — With the 

expectation state and federal grants 

could pay for up to half of the 

cost, the Vergennes City Council 

on Tuesday decided to put a $25.5 

million bond proposal on the city 

ballot in March that if approved 

would fund a complete overhaul of 

the city’s troubled sewer collection 

system and treatment plant.

If city offi cials’ and consultants’ 

optimism about grant support is 

rewarded, most Vergennes sewer 

users would see an annual increase 

over the next few years from $500 

to $850 to fund bond payments, 

according to offi cial estimates.

Those bond-related increases 

would not be immediate, and most 

would be phased in as work is 

completed, according to offi cials. 

The Tuesday decision came 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District board on 

Monday unanimously agreed to 

present voters with a 2022-23 

budget of $41,578,089 that refl ects 

$34,594,034 in local education 

spending — a 5.3% increase 

compared to this year.

“This FY23 budget responds 

to an unprecedented educational 

environment in which the needs of 

our students and communities have 

shifted how our schools operate,” 

according to ACSD Superintendent 

Peter Burrows. “With the increased 

social and emotional needs of our 

students, we have worked to adapt 

traditional educational approaches 

to meet each student where they 

are. Much of this work at the 

budgetary level has consisted of 

shifts and increases to staffi ng in 

The Bridport Grange and 

the Addison County Farm 

Bureau have made the diffi cult 

decision to cancel their legislative 

breakfast series this winter due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s 

A moving sight
The 19th-century New 

Haven Junction Train Depot 

turns the corner from Route 7 

onto Route 17 in New Haven in 

predawn hours Wednesday, 

left, and later continues 

eastbound up the fi rst hill on 

Route 17 on its way to a new 

home on North Street. State 

offi cials said it was too close 

to the tracks for new higher-

speed passenger trains. See 

more photos on Pages 2A 

and 4A.
Photos by the Independent’s Steve 

James (above) and James Duggan of 

Vermont State Historic Sites

VERGENNES POLICE CHIEF George Merkel gives an iPad from the Turning Point Center a test run 

Tuesday. Police can give the iPad to people dealing with substance abuse issues and it will connect them 

to a quick face-to-face link with a peer recovery coach. Independent photo/Steve James

Not the usual break
MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE STUDENTS worked in partnership with the Yellow House Community 

friends pruning apple trees at the Wiley Side Farm in Shoreham during February break as part of 
their first campus-based Middlebury Alternative Break trip (MAlt). MAlt students also worked with 
the Charter House Coalition, Open Door Clinic and the Giving Fridge during the student-led service 
trip. “Although our trip to New Orleans and LA got canceled due to COVID, we still had an amazing 
week exploring and learning about the wonderful community right around us ….  I’m so glad that 
we were able to have a small yet positive impact on communities surrounding our Middlebury 
College,” said participant Amuna Sonomdagva. MAlt is a program of the Middlebury College Center 
for Community Engagement. Photo courtesy of Kristie Skor

BRISTOL — Between Feb. 21 
and 27 Bristol police completed 
three foot patrols, conducted three 
traffic stops, and checked security 
at Mount Abraham Union High 
School seven times, at Bristol 
Elementary School seven times, and 
at local businesses six times.

Police also processed four 
fingerprint requests, verified one 
vehicle identification number, 
helped one resident get into their 
locked car.

During this period Bristol police 
assisted Bristol Rescue once.

In other recent activity, Bristol 
police:

• On Feb. 21 investigated a 
complaint of harassment on Taylor 
Avenue and determined no action 
rose to the level of an offense.

• On Feb. 21 provided someone 
on Maple Street with information 
about how to obtain a civil court 
order.

• On Feb. 22 received a Volvo 
key fob that had been found in town.

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police on Saturday were twice 
called to the Valley Vista substance 
use disorder treatment facility at 1 
Alden Place to deal with program 
clients experiencing problems.

First they were called by a 
neighbor who reported that a client 

Police conduct security checks

Police Log
Bristol
• On Feb. 22 investigated a 

report of theft on Main Street and 
determined the property had been 
misplaced rather than stolen.

• On Feb. 22 removed a traffic 
hazard from the travel lane of 
Rockydale Road.

• On Feb. 22 helped someone 
on Woodland Drive obtain mental 
health resources after hours.

• On Feb. 23 began investigating 
a report of theft on Mountain Street.

• On Feb. 23 checked on the 
welfare of someone on Taylor 
Avenue and provided mental health 
resource information.

• On Feb. 24 received a ring that 
had been found the day before at the 
Bristol Town Park. The owner may 
contact Bristol police at 802-453-
2533 to retrieve it.

• On Feb. 24 welcomed 
members of Cub Scouts Pack 543 
to the police station and helped 
them with requirements for their 
advancement.

• On Feb. 25 responded to 
a report of a barking dog on 
Main Street and explained town 
regulations to the owner.

• On Feb. 25 helped a motorist 
with a disabled vehicle on Main 
Street.

• On Feb. 26 helped a motorist 
with a disabled vehicle on North 
Street.

• On Feb. 26 helped someone 
on Hidden Acres contact the 
appropriate agency regarding a 
minor car crash.

• On Feb. 26 helped someone on 
Taylor Avenue obtain mental health 
services after hours.

• On Feb. 27 took a report 
of fraud on Taylor Avenue and 
determined no action rose to the 
level of an offense.

who wanted to leave the program 
was knocking on doors looking for 
a ride home. Police responded and 
worked with Valley Vista officials 
to find how to get that now-former 
client a ride.

Later that evening police 
returned to Valley Vista to help calm 
a client who was reported to be 
acting violently toward other clients.

In other action between Feb. 
28 and March 6 Vergennes police 
conducted six patrols on foot and 
six by cruiser, responded to one 
false alarm, performed one VIN 
inspection, and also:

On Feb. 28:
• Resolved a dispute between 

Macdonough Drive neighbors 
involving failure by a tenant to clean 
up after a dog.

• Checked out a report of a 
suspicious vehicle on School Street 
and found no problem.

On March 1:
• Advised a city resident 

experiencing difficulties with a live-
in adult child, including possible 
illegal activity, to consult an attorney 
about eviction.

• Worked with a local bank 
to facilitate the return of $200 
scammed from a local woman 
through Snapchat by a man posing 
as an international relief worker.

• Checked out a report of a 
suspicious vehicle in the 45 Armory 
Lane parking lot and found no 
problem; police said it belonged to 
a visitor.

On March 2:
• Took a report of loose change 

being stolen from an unlocked car 

Vergennes Police Log

on Commodore Drive. Footprints 
showed that other cars had been 
checked out, but not entered, police 
said.

• Looked unsuccessfully for a 
car driven by a possibly impaired 
patron of the New Haven Road 
Laundromat.

On March 3 took a report from 
the Northlands Job Corps that a 
prospective out-of-state student had 
sent a threatening email to the center. 

On March 4:
• Put an out-of-state property 

owner in touch with his neighbor 
so they could resolve the fact that a 
fence between their properties had 
been knocked down, apparently by 
a snow plow. Police said the out-of-
state owner had been unable to reach 
the neighbor.

• Investigated the theft of a 
cellphone from Vergennes Union 
High School and its use to order 
items from its amazon.com app. 
Police said they expect a resolution. 

On March 5 checked to make 
sure a West Main Street home 
was secure after a resident said 
she suspected someone was inside 
when she returned. Police found no 
problem. 

On March 6:
• Responded to a Main Street 

residence when its occupant 
complained people in a car parked 
behind it were yelling at him. The car 
was gone when they arrived.

• Returned a purse found near 
Falls Park to its owner.

Champlain College has released 
its honors list for the fall 2021 
semester. A number of local students 
were named to the trustees’, 
president’s and dean’s list. 

Trustees’ list, students who have 
achieved a 4.0 grade point average 
for two or more consecutive 
semesters, include: Maeve 
McGuinness of North Ferrisburgh, 
a Graphic Design and Visual 
Communication major, and Ronald 
Bragg of Vergennes, a Business 
Management major.

Students named to the president’s 
achieved a grade point average of 4.0 
or higher in the fall 2021 semester. 
They include: Graphic Design 
and Digital Media major Brenna 
Cook of Middlebury; Connor 
Winnay of New Haven, a Business 
Administration major; Brianna 
Billings of North Ferrisburgh, 
who is majoring in Social Work; 
and John Badger of Vergennes, a 
Business Management major.

For achieving a grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher in the fall 
2021 semester, these students have 
gained dean’s list honors: Olivia 
Hutchins, a Business Administration 
major; Computer and Digital 
Forensics major Michael Bedard 
of Brandon; seven Bristol students 
— Business Administration major 
Ezekiel Berry-Savage, Game Art 
major Wisdom Edwards, Finance 
major Cole Kouwenhoven, 
Cybersecurity major Stephanie 
Menotti, Professional Writing major 
Gillianne Ross, Computer and 
Information Systems major Bethany 
Rule, and Game Design major 
Michael St. Louis; Hunter Gale 
of East Middlebury, a Computer 
Science and Innovation major; and 
Jaskaran Singh of Middlebury, who 
is majoring in Filmmaking.

Champlain College 
names top students
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iddlebury Studio School is 
gearing up for the launch of its 
third annual spring fundraiser: 
Get the Picture. Again this year, 
community members can submit 
photos of their pets along with 
a minimum donation of $50 and 
receive a custom portrait of their 

pet by one of the 
19 volunteer artists 
contributing this 
year.

“These are really wonderful works of art that 
are custom made with care, which would be 
valued far above that price point in a gallery,” 
said MSS Executive Director Sarah Briggs. “I 
would encourage donors to think of their gift 
not as the purchase price for the work, but as 
a donation towards the services of Middlebury 
Studio School as a community arts center.”

MSS has been offering classes and workshops 

year-round in clay, fine arts and various other 
crafts since it was founded in 2009. The 
nonprofit is run by a working board “committed 
to serving the greatest diversity of students, 
out of our belief that everyone should have the 
opportunity for self-expression and lifelong 
learning.”  

Donations to Get the Picture “are an essential 
piece of our annual fundraising strategy,” 
Briggs added, “and are needed to continue 
our high quality and accessible arts education 
programming. We thank our community for 
giving generously.”

So how does it work exactly?

It’s simple.

A submission form will be available on the 
MSS website (middleburystudioschool.org) on 
March 15. Donors interested in having a portrait 
of their pet should fill out the form and upload 

up to two images. They’ll then receive a link 
to make a financial donation (of at least $50). 
Once MSS receives a submission form, pet 
image and donation, a volunteer artist will be 
assigned to the portrait.

“Some artists are practiced or interested in 
portraying a particular type of animal, and 
some mediums lend themselves especially 
well to certain photos we receive,” Briggs 
explained. “But all of the artists are skilled and 
excited to see the requests we receive.” 

Ashely Wolff of Leicester, for example, said 
that she loves “painting animals of all kinds, 
but for Get the Picture I am indulging my 
fondness for cats.” Wolff will be painting 
in watercolors and has participated in the 
fundraiser since it started in 2020. 

In the first two years of this fundraiser, Get the 
Picture has yielded about 70 pet portraits and 

M
SEE PICTURE ON PAGE 3

Get the picture, help support the artists

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

These portraits were done by volunteer artists for past Middlebury Studio School’s Get the Picture fundraisers. Pictured left to right features work by Ashley Wolff, Judi Danforth 
and Suzanne Peck. MSS is kicking off it’s third annual Get the Picture event on March 15. Submissions and donations will be open through April 15. 
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CONTEMPORARY DANCE THEATER WORK TELLS A STORY OF MIGRATION ON MARCH 11-12 AT THE MAC

ANIKAYA Dance comes to Mahaney Arts Center

ext up on the Middlebury 
Performing Arts Series is the multi-
national dance company ANIKAYA, 
presenting their powerful work 
Conference of the Birds March 11-12 
at the Mahaney Arts Center.

“Conference of the Birds” is an 
evening-length, multi-media 

movement theater work inspired by the epic 
poem of 12th-century Persian poet Farid Ud 
din Attar. Attar’s tale follows a group of birds 
that set off  in search of a mythical being, 
the Simurgh. Many of the birds abandon the 
quest. When the remaining birds arrive in the 
land of the Simurgh, they fi nd themselves 
refl ected — they are the very deity they seek.

Created by a team of artists from ten countries 
and fi ve continents, “Conference of the Birds” 
takes Attar’s original poem and tells a story of 
our times through it — a tale of migration, of 
fi nding our way, of fi nding community through 
our struggles. The performance asks a 
question that is both timely and timeless: how 
can we be diff erent together? And it proposes 
an answer in the bodies of the dancers, and in 
the layering of voices, narratives and imagery.

This live, in-person event is open to 
audiences from both on- and off -campus. 

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
ANIKAYA Dance Theater is a multi-national, 
artist-run organization with a mission to 
break down the perceived boundaries 
between people, cultures, and art forms. The 
company weaves together music, dance, 
visual art, new media and storytelling to 
create work that resounds of deep-rooted 
traditions, without being bound to any one 
genre, place, or practice. ANIKAYA’s work 
seeks to break down boundaries through an 

embodied practice of radical empathy.

ANIKAYA’s projects are created by and 
for people of all genders and gender 
presentations, people of color from the U.S. 
and around the world, LGBTQIA people, and 
people who create in bodies that are socially 
constructed as disabled.

Led by choreographer Wendy Jehlen since 
1998, ANIKAYA has performed in the U.S., 
Benin, Brazil, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Canada, 
Haiti, India, Italy, Japan, Korea, Mali and Turkey.

See ANIKAYA perform “Conference of the 
Birds” live at the Mahaney Arts Center’s 
Dance Theatre on Friday, March 11 and 
Saturday, March 12, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$25 for the general public, $20 for Middlebury 
faculty/staff  and alumni, $10 for youth, 
and $5 for Middlebury College students. 
Vaccinations and boosters (or valid medical or 
religious exemptions) and masks are required. 

For tickets, health and safety protocols, and 
information, call (802) 443-MIDD (6433) or visit 
middlebury.edu/arts.

N

The Middlebury Performing Arts Series presents ANIKAYA Dance Theater’s “Conference of the Birds” on March 
11–12 at the Mahaney Arts Center.  PHOTO / VOLL PHOTOGRAPHY

Metropolitan Opera Strauss performance 
broadcast live in HD at Town Hall Theater
The exhilarating soprano Lise Davidsen makes 
her Live in HD debut in one of her signature 
roles, the mythological Greek heroine of 
Richard Strauss’ enchanting masterpiece 
“Ariadne auf Naxos,” which will screen at 
the Town Hall Theater on Saturday, March 
12, at 1 p.m. The outstanding cast for this 
March 12 transmission also features mezzo-
soprano Isabel Leonard as the Composer 
of the opera-within-an-opera around which 
the plot revolves, with soprano Brenda Rae 

as the spirited Zerbinetta and tenor Brandon 
Jovanovich as Ariadne’s lover, the god 
Bacchus. Marek Janowski conducts. This 
live cinema transmission is part of the Met’s 
award-winning Live in HD series, bringing 
opera to movie theaters across the globe. 
Tickets are $24 for adults; $10 for students, 
plus fees.

For tickets and more info visit 
townhalltheater.org.ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM
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raised over $16,000 for the Middlebury 
Studio School. 

“That amazing level of giving told us two 
things: people want to support MSS’s 
programming, and people love their pets,” 
Briggs said. “So we decided to do it again 
this year.”

Briggs added that the funds raised would 
be used for “general operating costs,” the 
bulk of which is spent on “the staffing of 
high-quality instructors.” Donations also 
make it possible for the studio school to 
keep its programming costs affordable.

“It is central to our mission as a nonprofit 
that we have art classes that can be 
accessed by anybody and everybody in our 
community who is interested,” Briggs said. 
“We can only keep our prices low thanks 
to the generosity of those who are able to 
give. This fundraiser is a fun way we can 
show our gratitude to our donors.”

Participating in Get the Picture is “a 
delightful reason to get the paints out,” said 
Danya Pirie, an oil painter from Castleton 
who’s volunteering for the second year. 
“As an active member of the studio, it feels 
good to support its programs.”

Mary Lower, an oil painter from Middlebury 
who’s volunteering for a third year, echoed 
the sentiment: “I love the work MSS does 
for our community, providing art classes 
for children and adults from beginners to 

experienced artists. Also, I like to paint pets.” 

Eileen Gombosi, too! She’s an oil painter 
from Ripton who’s been volunteering since 
the beginning as well. “Get the Picture is 
close to my heart both as an artist and a 
‘pet mom,’” she said, adding that she has “a 
clever cat named Bertha with crystal blue 
eyes, and a Boxer mix named Snickers who 
is already learning agility training and a 
dance routine.”

“Get the Picture is a win-win event,” 
Gombosi added, “raising money for the 
Studio School’s amazing work, and also to 
honor the ‘animal family’ that are such an 
important part of our lives.”

The submission/donation forms will be 
available from March 15-April 15. Once 
the portraits are complete, MSS will hold 
an event later this spring to display all the 
works in its downtown studio, where donors 
can come pick up their pet portraits. Donors 
can even take it a step further — our love 
of pets never goes too far — and have the 
portrait printed on mugs, t-shirts and more 
through the MSS website. 

“GET THE PICTURE IS A WIN-
WIN EVENT, RAISING MONEY 
FOR THE STUDIO SCHOOL’S 
AMAZING WORK, AND ALSO 
TO HONOR THE ‘ANIMAL 
FAMILY’ THAT ARE SUCH AN 
IMPORTANT PART OF OUR 
LIVES.” 
 — Eileen Gombosi

This portrait was done by artist Kathy Clarke.

Fred Lower painted this portrait for last year’s MSS 
Get the Picture fundraiser.

usknowlet

HAVE AN EXHIBIT YOU WANT PUBLISHED?

EMAIL US TODAY!
NEWS@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM
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88BOOK
R E V I E W

In Karen Joy Fowler’s telling, the epic story of how John Wilkes Booth came 
to be the infamous historical figure that he is, began before he was even born. 
Fowler, Man Booker finalist and bestselling author, introduces the reader to a 
family of theater performers headed up by their father, Junius Brutus Booth, 
an English stage actor whom Walt Whitman himself will mourn 36 years after 
his death. In chronological order, with coinciding interspersed chapters of 
Abraham Lincoln’s march to his own destiny, we are presented with a bold 
tableau of characters — his father, as mentioned, his mother, siblings Edwin, 
the foremost tragedian of the latter 19th century, Junius Brutus Booth Jr., also 
an accomplished actor, Asia, a poet and writer, and John, the assassin of U.S. 
President Lincoln — all set against the backdrop of an American landscape 
in the midst of great social, cultural and political change. As the fascinating 
tales of this saga unfold, the reader finally feels vindicated when, as an older 
teen, the titular Booth accelerates his life’s trajectory with the wanton killing 
of a neighbor’s livestock and pets and begins espousing a general sense of 
superiority to all others. All in all, this is a meticulously researched and lively 
rendering of a seemingly inevitable and shockingly tragic final encounter.

(G.P. Putnam’s Sons)

— Reviewed by Jenny Lyons. Connect with her on  
Instagram @jennysbookshop to find more great book reviews and recommendations.  

Look for these titles and more at your local bookstore.

BOOTH — BY KAREN JOY FOWLER

HISTORICAL FICTION 
OF THE CIVIL WAR ERA

Moon and the Mars, 
 by Kia Corthron

Simon the Fiddler,  
by Paulette Jiles

Carolina Built,  
by Kianna Alexander

The Sweetness of Water, 
by Nathan Harris

Libertie,  
by Kaitlyn Greenidge

Horse,  
by Geraldine Brooks

Black Cloud Rising,  
by David Wright Falade

All Other Nights,  
by Dara Horn

DANÚ CELEBRATES TRADITIONAL IRISH MUSIC 
AT THE MAHANEY ARTS CENTER MARCH 10

The Middlebury Performing Arts Series 
presents Danú, one of the world’s 
leading traditional Irish ensembles, in 
concert on Thursday, March 10 at the 
Mahaney Arts Center’s Robison Hall. 
Danú takes its audiences on a musical 
journey to their native Ireland, offering 
a moving and memorable concert 
experience. The evening is sure to warm 
spirits in advance of St. Patrick’s Day.

This live, in-person event is open to 
audiences from both on- and off-
campus. 

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Hailing from Counties Waterford, 

Cork, Dublin, and Donegal in Ireland, 
Danú is one of the leading traditional 
Irish ensembles of today. For over 20 
years Danú’s virtuosi players on flute, 
tin whistle, fiddle, button accordion, 
bouzouki, and vocals (Irish and English) 
have delighted audiences worldwide. 
Winners of numerous awards from the 
BBC and Irish Music Magazine, Danú has 
toured throughout Europe and North 
America with stops at The Hollywood 
Bowl in Los Angeles and Symphony 
Space in New York City. Their concert at 
Middlebury is part of a 17-stop U.S. tour 
in celebration of St. Patrick’s Day.

tunesmore
MOIRA SMILEY JOINS THE ECLECTICA 

STRING QUARTET IN BURLINGTON

In a concert celebrating Women’s History Month, 
Bristol-based musician Moira Smiley joins the 

Eclectica String Quartet on Saturday, March 
19, 7:30 p.m. 

This concert consists of music by all 
women composers including Florence 

Price, Caroline Shaw, Elena Kats-Chernin 
and Moira Smiley. The event will take place at the 
Main Street Landing Performing Arts Center Film 

House (60 Lake Street in Burlington). 

Masks required. Tickets for adults cost $20; 
tickets for kids under 18 cost $10. Tickets 
will be available online and at the door at 

moirasmileysubscription.com/tickets.

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G

SEE MUSIC ON PAGE 24
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ARIES: March 21-April 20. Aries, the universe is 
subtly trying to tell you to slow down a bit. Don’t 
ignore those nagging feelings that you should 
take breaks whenever 
you can manage them.

TAURUS: April 21-May 
21. Prioritize your goals 
and put yourself fi rst for 
the time being, Taurus. 
All eyes will be on you 
and you want to be sure 
that you are presenting 
the best version of 
yourself this week.  

GEMINI: May 22-
June 21. Gemini, take 
every opportunity to 
foster growth in your 
professional ambitions. 
Network as much as 
you can and explore 
continuing learning 
off erings through your 
job.

CANCER: June 22-
July 22. Something 
surprising may help you 
feel more connected 
to the universe around 
you, Cancer. Sensory 
overload can be 
enhanced by spoiling 
yourself with something 
special. 

LEO: July 23-Aug. 23. 
Leo, the small steps 
you are taking lately will 
eventually cover much 
distance, so keep up the 
progress. Some things 
take time and right now 
it’s a lesson to learn.

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 22. Virgo, even if things 
seem like they are a bit out of control, fi nd ways to 
put yourself in a good place Slow down and stay 
grounded as much as you can.

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23. Libra, only a few months 
into the new year you may be having trouble 
staying motivated with your resolutions. A partner 

or cheering squad can 
keep you going. 

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-Nov. 
22. Physical aff ection is a 
great way to showcase 
your love right now, 
Scorpio. Take advantage 
of all the hugs, kisses 
and subtle touches you 
can muster in the days 
to come.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23-Dec. 21. Sagittarius, 
space out your tasks so 
the week doesn’t seem 
like it is rushed early 
on. Don’t put too much 
pressure on yourself 
to get everything done 
immediately.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22-Jan. 20. Look for ways 
to delve into the arts 
this week, Capricorn. 
Explore unique hobbies 
or visit a museum with a 
new exhibit. Work with 
your hands as much as 
you can.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 
21-Feb. 18. Aquarius, 
invest in your home 
space with some 
upgrades that will add 
warmth and a feeling 
of coziness. Creature 
comforts can have a 
profound impact on 
your mood.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 20. This week you will 
need to assert yourself at work, Pisces; otherwise, 
others may overlook your contributions. Get what 
you deserve.

Cosmic ForecastCosmic Forecast

M-F 10-5, Saturday 9:30-4 and Closed Sunday

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Offer valid
March 1-31, 2022

Quilter’s
Gift Bundle

With 
Purchase!

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

In the depths In the depths 
of winter, of winter, 

we’ve got a we’ve got a 
little spring!little spring!

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Spring
into a new project with us!

Tue.-Thurs 11am-5pm
Fri-Sat. 10am-5pm

Masks now required in store

MARCH 10 — Pam Oliver, sportscaster (60)
MARCH 11 — Colson Whitehead, novelist (52)
MARCH 12 — Edward Albee, playwright (d)
MARCH 13 — Mikaela Shiff rin, alpine skier (26)

MARCH 14 — Diane Arbus, photographer (d)
MARCH 15 — Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Supreme 
Court Justice (d)
MARCH 16 — Jorge Ramos, journalist (63)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

SPARROW ART SUPPLY
52 Main Street, Middlebury. 
Visit sparrowartsupply.com for more info. 

“Nice to Meet You,” is the Grand Opening Party exhibit 
for Sparrow Art Supply. This juried showcase features 
work by over 40 local artists across all mediums. Enjoy 
complimentary refreshments and check out the new 
space on Friday, March 11, from 4-7 p.m. 

PHOTOPLACE GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury. 
Visit photos@photoplacegallery.com or call (802) 388-
4500 for more info.

“The Magic of Light.” This exhibit was juried and 
curated by Ann Jastrab. Artists responded to the call for 
images whose success rests in the  quality of the light 
— harsh or diff use, bright or dim, natural or artifi cial — 
their subjects made magic by the light that falls on 
them. Thirty-fi ve images were selected for exhibition in 
the gallery and 40 more for the digital gallery. On view 
through March 26.

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center Street, Brandon. 
Visit brandonartistsguild.org or call (802) 247-4956 for 
more info.

“Vermont’s Villages,” will highlight what it’s like to 
work and play in Vermont’s villages. BAG members 
will share their perspectives on historic architecture, 
mountain views, delightful village greens, and local 
festivities through a variety of mediums from painting 
to photography to fi ber arts. On view March 4-April 1, 
with a reception open to the public and an opportunity 
to meet the artists on Friday, March 4, from 5-7 p.m.

SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 24



PAGE 6 — Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, March 10, 2022

MARCH  
10-26 22CALENDAR

THURSDAY, 
MARCH 10
SHAKESPEARE’S “TWELFTH 

NIGHT” IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, March 
10, 7 p.m., Black Box Theater, Hannaford 
Career Center, 51 Charles Ave. Come see the 
latest production by The Addison Repertory 
Theatre. Only 60 tickets available per show at  
addisonrep.ludus.com or 802-382-1024. Join 
us and support Vermont’s longest-running 
Theatre CTE program as it returns to live indoor 
performance.

DANÚ ON STAGE IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, 
March 10, 7:30 p.m., Robison Concert Hall, 
Mahaney Arts Center, 72 Porter Field Rd. Come 
hear one of the world’s leading traditional Irish 
ensembles Danú takes its audiences on a 
musical journey to their native Ireland, offering 
a moving and memorable concert experience. 
Open to audiences from both on- and off-
campus. Vaccinations and boosters (or valid 
medical or religious exemptions) and masks 
are required. Tickets $25 general public/$20 
Middlebury faculty/staff and alumni/$10 /
youth/$5 Middlebury College students. More 
info, tickets and health and safety protocols at 
802-443-MIDD (6433) or middlebury.edu/arts.

FRIDAY, MARCH 11
LENTEN SERIES NOON CONCERT IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, March 11, noon, St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, on the town green. 

Tejas Srinivasan, pianist, will play works by 
Bach, Beethoven, and Chopin. Originally from 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Srinivasan is a sophomore at 
Middlebury College. He has performed at  The 
John F. Kennedy Center, The Chicago Symphony 
Center and Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital Hall. 
Aside from the piano, Tejas is also a composer, 
and his String Quartet “Kafka’s Dream” was 
played by the Jupiter String Quartet in Dec. 2021.

ART OPENING IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, March 11, 
4-7 p.m., Sparrow Art Supply, 52 Main St. As part 
of its grand opening celebration, Sparrow Art 
supply will present its first-ever gallery exhibit, 
“Nice to Meet You,” a juried showcase of work by 
more than 40 local artists across all mediums. 
Complimentary refreshments. Family friendly.

SHAKESPEARE’S “TWELFTH NIGHT” IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Friday, March 11, 7 p.m., Black Box 
Theater, Hannaford Career Center, 51 Charles 
Ave. See March 10 entry.

ANIKAYA: CONFERENCE OF THE BIRDS ON 
STAGE IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, March 11, 7:30 
p.m., Dance Theate, Mahaney Arts Center, 
72 Porter Field Rd. The multi-national dance 
company will perform their evening-length, 
multi-media movement theater work inspired by 
the epic poem of 12th-century Persian poet Farid 
Ud din Attar. Tickets $25 general public/$20 
/Middlebury faculty/staff and alumni/$10 /
youth/$5 /Middlebury College students. 
Vaccinations and boosters (or valid medical or 
religious exemptions) and masks are required. 
More info, tickets and health and safety protocols 

at (802) 443-MIDD (6433) or go to middlebury.
edu/arts.

SATURDAY, MARCH 12
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN ADDISON. 
Saturday, March 12, Chimney Point. Observe 
birds from the Chimney Point / Crown Point 
bridge and an easy walk among the fort ruins 
on the Crown Point side at the lake’s edge. 
About three miles with minimal elevation gain. 
Contact leader Ruth Penfield at 860-214-4180 or 
ruthpenfield@gmail.com for more information. 
More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

BREAD LOAF CITIZENS RACE IN RIPTON. 
Saturday, March 12, 10:30 a.m.-noon, Rikert 
Nordic Center, 106 College Cross Rd. Skiers of all 
ages are invited to participate in the umpteenth 
running of the storied 5K Bread Loaf Citizens 
Race. Vie for the traditional loaf of bread and 
other prizes. There’s a short lollipop race for 
youngsters ages 3-5. Costumes or Spandex 
highly recommended. $5/kids 12 and under; 
$10/ages 13 and up. Pre-register at skireg.com/
breadloaf-citizens-race, or register the day of 
the race between 9 and 10:30 a.m. Prizes for top 
finishers and for best costume. Race proceeds 
support the Addison County Special Olympics.

ANIKAYA: CONFERENCE OF THE BIRDS ON 
STAGE IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, March 11, 7:30 
p.m., Dance Theate, Mahaney Arts Center, 72 
Porter Field Rd. See March 11 listing.

    
MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.
MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, March 11
Through the Night  Public Affaris
 5:30 a.m. Public Affairs
 7:30 a.m Congregational Church
 10 a.m. Selectboard, VT State  
  House
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 6:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 7 p.m.  Gov. Scott Weekly Update
Saturday, March 12
 12 a.m. Green Mountain Care  
  (GMC) Board
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Press   
  Conferences
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 5:30 p.m. Eckankar
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m. Vermont State House 
Sunday, March 13
 5 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 9 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Energy Week
 11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service

 3:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition  
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6:30 p.m. Eckankar 
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 a.m. Gov. Scott
Monday, March 14
 12 a.m. Cannabis Control Board (CCB)
 8:30 a.m. Energy Week
 9:30 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 10 a.m. Selectboard, 
 10:30 a.m. State House, Public Affairs
 6 p.m. GMC Board
Tuesday, March 15

 12 a.m. State House
 9:30 a.m. Eckankar
 10 a.m. Selectboard, State House
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs

Wednesday, March 16
 4 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 4:30 a.m. Public Affairs
 7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs

 5 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
Thursday, March 17
 5 a.m. Selectboard
 8 a.m. Congregational Service
 12 p.m. Selectboard, State House
 8 p.m. Energy Week
 10:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 11 p.m. Gov. Scott

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, March 11
 5 a.m. Festival on the Green
 7 a.m. Local School Board   
  Meetings
 12 p.m. Eric Nielson - Bach Class 1
 1:30 p.m. Eric Nielson - Bach Class 2
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 p.m. Sheldon Museum - Jill  
  Madden and Caleb Kenna
 7:30 p.m. GMALL Lecture - The  
  Politics of Nuclear Weapons
Saturday, March 12

 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. Local School Board
 12 p.m. At the Ilsley 

 1 p.m. Kids Yoga, Yoga
 3:30 p.m The Politics of Nuclear  
  Weapons
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
 6 p.m. Festival on the Green
 8 p.m. EEE - First They Came for  
   Judges

Sunday, March 13
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. At the Ilsley - Linda Andrews
 7 a.m. William Kinsolving - Walt  
  Whitman
 8:30 a.m. Sheldon Museum   
  - Amy Oxford
 10 a.m. At the Ilsley
 12 p.m. Festival on the Green
 3:30 p.m. Local School Board
 8 p.m. Leg. Committees on   
  Education
Monday, March 14
 4 a.m. William Kinsolving -
  Walt Whitman
 8 a.m. The Politics of Nuclear  
  Weapons
 9:30 a.m. Vermont Land Trust
 10:50 a.m. Kids Yoga, Yoga

 12 p.m. School Board Meetings
 5 p.m. Otter Creek Audubon Society
 7 p.m. State Board of Education &
   Leg. Comm. on Education
Tuesday, March 15

 5 a.m. Nature & Gardening Programs
 7:30 a.m. William Kinsolving - 
  Walt Whitman
 12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 1 p.m. School Board Meetings
 8 p.m. Educ. & Enrichment
  for Everyone

Wednesday, March 16
 7 a.m. Yoga
 10 a.m. Authors & Poets
1 2 p.m. At the Ilsley
 3:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 4:30 p.m. Otter Creek Audubon Society
 9:30 p.m. State Board of Education

Thursday, March 17
 6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 a.m. Yoga
 9 a.m. Nature & Gardening Programs
 4 p.m. Authors & Poets
5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 p.m. Local School Boards

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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TUESDAY, MARCH 15
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN BRISTOL. 
Tuesday, March 15, Bristol Watershed, 
Plank Rd. Three miles, beautiful pond, rock 
formations, beavers. Bring snowshoes or 
microspikes. Contact Morris Earle for information, 
morrisearle@gmail.com or 802-734-0984. More 
at gmcbreadloaf.org.

TOME TALK BOOK DISCUSSION IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Tuesday, March 15, 6 p.m., Ilsley 
Public Library, 75 Main St., or via Zoom. Join 
Renee to discuss “Tuesday Mooney Talks To 
Ghosts” by Kate Racculia. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16
CHARLIE NARDOZZI IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Wednesday, March 16, 6 p.m., Community Room, 
Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. In “Ecological 
Gardening & Companion Planting”  Charlie 
Nardozzi talks about ways to build the soil 
without harming soil creatures. He will also 
discuss cover cropping and companion planting 
as ways to grow plants with less work. Whether 
you’re a beginning veggie and flower gardener 
or an experienced one, there will be something 
for everyone. No registration needed.

THURSDAY, MARCH 17
“BIOLOGIE!” discussion in Middlebury. 
Thursday, March 17, 6:30-7:30 p.m.,via Zoom 
at Ilsley Public Library (depending on COVID 
conditions), 75 Main St. Watch the film in your 
own time, available through Kanopy, then join 
The Middlebury Community Classic Film Club for 
discussion. Just before the fall of the Berlin wall 
and the end of a divided Germany, a teenage 
East German girl finds that a nearby construction 
project is being planned in an environmentally 
protected area. The project violates the law and 
she aims to stop it. Her cause is noble but will 
she go too far? 

SATURDAY, MARCH 19
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN CHARLOTTE. 
Saturday, March 19, Charlotte Wildlife Refuge. 
Easy to moderate 3.1-mile network hike through 
woodlands and farms. The 290-acre property 
includes 2.25 miles of gravel trails winding 
through agricultural fields and meadows. 
Elevation gain is about 200 feet. Pets not 
allowed. More info contact trip leader Ken Corey 
at kac4964@gmail.com. May add 1-mile adjacent 
loop at Williams Woods for those interested. 
Example of rare clayplain forest. More at 
gmcbreadloaf.org.

RUSTY DEWEES IN VERGENNES. 
*RESCHEDULED FROM  AN. 29* Saturday, March 
19, 7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera House, 120 
Main St. Rusty DeWees, comedian, musician 
and storyteller, returns to the Vergennes Opera 
House with a year’s worth of new material for a 

night of humor, storytelling and music. Tickets 
$15 available at vergennesoperahouse.org/
events.

SUNDAY, MARCH 20
LIT MAG RELEASE PARTY IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Sunday, March 20, 1-3 p.m., Swift House Inn, 25 
Stewart Ln. Come to the party for the release 
of Zig Zag Lit Mag Issue.12 with an afternoon 
celebrating local artists and writers. The bar will 
be open for those who wish to partake, and there 
will be a reading from the issue beginning at 1:30. 
The event is free and open to the public.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23
“CHARITY AND SYLVIA: A SAME-SEX MARRIAGE 
IN EARLY AMERICA” VIRTUAL LECTURE BY 
RACHEL HOPE CLEVES. Wednesday, March 
23, noon. Charity Bryant and Sylvia Drake were 
commonly recognized as a married couple by 
their kin and community in Weybridge, where 
they lived together in the early 1800s. Drawing 
from an extensive archive of Bryant and Drakes 
personal papers at the Henry Sheldon Museum, 
Cleves explores the roles of family, work, religion, 
love, and sexuality in women’s lives at this time. 
More info and viewing link at vermonthistory.org/
calendar.

THURSDAY, MARCH 24
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN BRISTOL. 

Thursday, March 24, 9 a.m., Bristol Trail Network. 
Plan for 2.5-3 hours for the 3.4-mile section 
around Bristol’s historic areas. Total elevation 
gain is under 100 feet. Excellent options for 
snacks/lunch in Bristol before or afterward. 
Boots and poles suggested. More info contact 
Porter Knight at knight@gmavt.net, 802-343-
3920. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

“WHO WAS ROBERT FROST AND WHO ARE 
WE?” virtual discussion. Thursday, March 24, 
6-7 p.m. Hosted by the Bixby, join this virtual 
discussion with Vermont poet Geof Hewitt. 
The program will include readings of several of 
Frost’s poems. More info at laksamee.putnam@
bixbylibrary.org or  the circulation desk.

“BUCK” ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Thursday, March 24, 7 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 
68 S. Pleasant St. Directed by Cindy Meehl and 
winner of the 2011 Audience Award for Best 
Documentary at the Sundance Film Festival, 
“Buck” is a revealing examination of the life of 
acclaimed ‘horse whisperer’ Buck Brannaman, 
who recovered from years of child abuse to 
become a well-known expert in the interactions 
between horses and people. More info at mnff.
org or townhalltheater.org.

VA-ET-VIENT VIRTUAL CONCERT. Thursday, 
March 24, 7:30-8:30 p.m., NEAT TV. Part of the 
monthly winter concerts organized by the 5 Town 
Friends of the Arts, Lawrence Memorial Library 
and NEAT TV. The concerts will be filmed and 
broadcast from the library with no in-person 
audience and broadcast live on NEAT TV. The 
shows will also be streamed live through the 
NEAT TV website neatbristol.com. For those 
unable to see the original broadcasts, the show 
can be seen afterwards on the NEAT archives.

FRIDAY, MARCH 25
LOTUS LANTERN WORKSHOP IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Friday, March 25, 5 p.m., Isley Public Library, 75 
Main St. Join Younhee Shin, Korean Spirit and 
Culture Promotion Project, NYC, for a workshop 
to create a lotus lantern. Participants will meet 
in the community room and Younhee will join 
via Zoom to teach everyone how to make the 
beautiful lantern. Limited to 20 participants. 
Open to all ages. Those under 14 need to have an 
adult accompany them. Visit ilsleypubliclibrary.
org/event/lotus-lantern-workshop/ to register.

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN BRISTOL. 
Saturday, March 26, 1 p.m., Bristol Trail Network. 
Plan for 2.5-3 hours for the 3.4-mile section 
around Bristol’s historic areas. Total elevation 
gain is under 100 feet. Excellent options for 
snacks/lunch in Bristol before or afterward. 
Boots and poles suggested. More info contact 
Porter Knight at knight@gmavt.net, 802-343-
3920. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

COME RUN IN THE UMPTEENTH 
BREAD LOAF CITIZENS RACE AT 
RIKERT IN RIPTON ON SATURDAY, 
MARCH 12. SKIERS OF ALL AGES 
ARE WELCOME. COSTUMES OR 
SPANDEX HIGHLY RECOMMENDED!

picktop
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ACROSS
 1. Neckwear
 7. Fish parts
13. Cooking
14. Quality
16. Rural delivery
17. Popular superhero
19. Partner to Pa
20. Shivering fi ts
22. Wrath
23. Linguistics pioneer
25. Large integers
26. A way to prepare 
food
28. Group of badgers
29. Peyton’s little 
brother
30. Rock out
31. Danish krone
33. Take from with 
force
34. Baroque musical 

instrument
36. Zodiac sign
38. Hebrew alphabet 
letter
40. Independent 
member of a clone
41. Type of garment
43. Satisfy
44. One point south of 
due east
45. A way to wipe out
47. Moved quickly on 
foot
48. Bar bill
51. An idiot
53. Performed with 
the voice silent
55. Body fl uids
56. Rhythmic patterns
58. “__ my i’s”
59. Type of wrap
60. It shows who you are

61. Carousel
64. Type of college 
degree 
65. Molding
67. Closes again
69. Verses
70. Surface

DOWN
 1. Short, thick stick
 2. Rhode Island
 3. Animals of the 
horse family
 4. Very important 
persons
 5. Folk singer Di 
Franco
 6. Boredom
 7. Long speech
 8. Footballer Newton
 9. Expression of 
sorrow or pity

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box must 
contain each of the 
numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles 
come in three grades: 
easy, medium and 
diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 22.

10. Linear accelerator
11. One quintillion 
bytes
12. Smallest interval in 
Western music
13. Box
15. Cheese dish
18. Make a mistake
21. Done by all people 
or things
24. Circumference
26. Chum
27. Electrocardiogram
30. Sandwich chain 
Jimmy __

32. Showed old movie
35. Important event 
on Wall St.
37. Where wrestlers 
work
38. Free from 
contamination
39. Eastern Canada 
coastal region
42. Slang for gun
43. High schoolers’ 
test
46. Fathers
47. Call it a career
49. Productive

50. Musical groups
52. Yellowish-brown
54. Lowest point of a 
ridge
55. Beloved late 
sportscaster Craig
57. Fill up
59. Cardinal number 
that’s the sum of 5 
and 1
62. Frost
63. Jewel
66. Atomic #45
68. Top lawyer

s p o n s o r e d  byPuzzlesPuzzles
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FFor this celebration of weddings we consider or this celebration of weddings we consider 
a key person in every ceremony, a key person in every ceremony, 

one who is sometimes one who is sometimes 
overlooked: the overlooked: the 

offi  ciant. Several offi  ciant. Several 
local celebrants local celebrants 
shared some of shared some of 

their experiences their experiences 
performing the performing the 

marriage rite.marriage rite.

WeddingsWeddings
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TourterelleVermont.com | 802.453.6309 | 3629 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven

We are booking for 2023
Still a few available dates in 2022
Think of us for your rehearsal dinner,
welcome party, or post wedding brunch.Specializing in Weddings in Every SeasonSpecializing in Weddings in Every Season

Stunning Views
Local Food
Vermont Charm
Rustic Elegance
Endless Memories
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JUSTICE OF THE Peace Carolyn Kuebler presides at the wedding of Erica 
Langston and Armando Crespo Jr. in a beautiful outdoor wedding on Sept. 22, 
2020, in Shoreham. This photo shows that the ceremony is more about the couple 
getting married than it is about the offi cial celebrant.

Photo by Jacob Hannah of Hannah Photography

A JP’s words for weddings
By CAROLYN KUEBLER

MIDDLEBURY — � e fi rst time I 
offi  ciated a wedding as a newly elected 
Justice of the Peace, in 2019, I was 
probably more nervous than the couple 
getting married. I had no experience with 
“solemnizing” a marriage and, as the JP 
handbook says, “State law is silent on the 
mechanics of wedding ceremonies.” It’s 
more specifi c about where the signatures 
go on the license than about what to say 
or do to make a marriage go from idea to 
fact. Since the couple’s only request was 
that the ceremony be simple and secular, 
I was on my own.

To me a ceremony has always been 
about the words. For our own wedding, 
in Pennsylvania, my husband and I 
scripted the whole thing, from the 
vows to the readings and everything 
in between, and we enlisted a friend 
to lead us through the ceremony. One 
uncle was skeptical: how do I know 
you’re really married when you had no 

priest or judge? � e fact was, we’d 
had the legal part taken care of 
at the courthouse in secret the 
day before. We had wanted to 
marry ourselves, as the Quakers 

do, and as is permitted by 
Pennsylvania law, but you 
had to prove you were 
a registered, practicing 
Quaker to do that. So we 
needed a judge and we got 
one, along with his script 

based on concepts of man, woman, God, 
and obedience that were at least 450 
years old. Even so, we giddily held hands 
and repeated the vows. � is was not our 
“real” wedding but I still remember it 
vividly. 

� e fi rst wedding I offi  ciated, being 
in the autumn before the pandemic, has 
also been the biggest so far — a total of 
seven people, including myself. I was 
nervous because I knew it would be an 
important moment for the couple and 
their family no matter how simple they 
wanted it to be. I also didn’t want to make 
any assumptions for this young couple, 
whom I didn’t know apart from their 
names and their intent to be married. 
Would they want to be referred to as bride 
and groom, or something more neutral, 
like spouse or life partner? From the 
standard vows, the phrase “in sickness 
and in health” is pretty hard to object to, 
but what about “I take you” or “to have 
and to hold,” and what right did I have 
to declare that they could now kiss each 
other? I settled on “To be united as one 
in civil marriage,” as the JP guide loosely 
suggests. � e vows, however, would take 
at most two minutes. I needed to off er 
something more than that. I wanted to 
say something to celebrate love without 
making false claims for it; something 
that anyone looking to get married could 
appreciate. So I asked them if they’d like 
for me to read a poem and they said 
sure. I chose Jane Hirshfi eld’s “Blessing 

for a Wedding.” � e poem invokes fox-
kits in snow and the song of a wren, the 
not-yet-born and the newly dead, fi re 
and wind — bringing beauty, loss and 
wonder together for the wedding day 
and every day after.

I don’t know if they liked the poem 
or even really heard it, but it did give 
them all a chance to be in the moment 
a little longer, for the couple to look at 
each other and feel the breeze from the 

nearby falls, and for family members 
to pause and hold them in their own 
love. I liked the poem and could read it 
with pleasure, and my nerves fell away 
as soon as I began. Something about 
having the couple there, holding hands, 
looking only at each other, allowed me 
to see that this was not about the words 
at all. 

I’ve offi  ciated a handful of weddings 
(See Words, Page 4)

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371
OPEN TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 7AM-4PM | SUNDAY 8AM-2PM

Specializing in heart-warming:Specializing in heart-warming:
• Wedding Cakes & Cupcakes    • Wedding Cakes & Cupcakes    

• Breads & Pastries• Breads & Pastries
• Catered meal plans for breakfast,• Catered meal plans for breakfast,

lunch or dinnerlunch or dinner

We look forward to bringing joy We look forward to bringing joy 
to you and your guests to you and your guests 

through our carefully crafted delights.through our carefully crafted delights.
Made in the heart of Middlebury!Made in the heart of Middlebury!

  
      

info@ottercreekbakery.com
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<FB logo>  • <YouTube logo > 
silverbacksvt@gmail.com   (small) 

“Great music  
—  you guys did an 

awesome job!”
     - Scott and Sarah Adams,      - Scott and Sarah Adams, 

married 9/21/2019married 9/21/2019

@thesilverbacksofficial@thesilverbacksofficial The Silverbacks DemoThe Silverbacks Demo• silverbacksvermont@gmail.com •• silverbacksvermont@gmail.com •

All band members are 
vaccinated and boosted!

For your Wedding Reception, Rehearsal Dinner or other event.For your Wedding Reception, Rehearsal Dinner or other event.

Family-friendly and danceable mix of music with  Family-friendly and danceable mix of music with  
multigenerational  appeal. Tastefully rocking, multigenerational  appeal. Tastefully rocking, 
smooth lead guitar, soulful harmonica.smooth lead guitar, soulful harmonica.

“Great music - you guys 
did an awesome job!”

-Scott and Sarah Adams, 
married 9/21/2019

After the Vows - Let’s Dance!After the Vows - Let’s Dance!
Live Music Adds Fun to the Biggest Party of Your Life.Live Music Adds Fun to the Biggest Party of Your Life.

Words
(Continued from Page 3)

now, and it has only gotten better. I’ve 
polled my poet friends for a wider 
range of selections and learned to say 
just a little more in between about what 
marriage and love might mean, which 
they can take or leave but that I can say 
with earnestness. 

Despite each of the ceremonies being 
essentially private aff airs — one was 
recorded for family far away, another 
was the prelude to a “real” wedding 
that would be held after the pandemic, 
another was the couple’s second 
marriage, to each other — I’ve always 
felt lucky to be in the middle of it, to 

hold the moment for them and witness 
their promise. If they like the words I 
say, that’s a bonus; if they want to keep 
a copy of the poem, I am thrilled. If 
instead they critique the poem, or roll 
their eyes at the language afterward, 
that’s fi ne. It’s their ceremony and they 
get to do what they want with it.

I still get a little anxious before 
offi  ciating a wedding. I puzzle over what 
to read and what to wear and whether I 
should bring an umbrella. Weddings are 
a big deal, no matter 
how small the 
party might 
be, and what 
the offi  ciant 
says matters, 
but only so 
much. 

ERICA LANGSTON AND Armando Crespo Jr.’s wedding in the fall of 2020, in the 
middle of the pandemic, was celebrated on the edge of an open fi eld in Shoreham 
with Justice of the Peace Carolyn Kuebler solemnizing the event.

Photo by Jacob Hannah of Hannah Photography
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Weddings, Events 
& Everyday Occasions

ColesMiddleburyFlowers.com

802.388.4003
21 MacIntyre Lane • Middlebury, VT

(Next to Middlebury Discount Beverage)

4th Generation Florist

OUR SPACE IS YOURS!
Throw your bridal, teen/tween, 
girls-night-out parties or special 

events at our beautiful salon. 
BYOB, BYOF and have fun! 

Luxury Pedicures,  Manicures,
Nail Extensions, Massage, 

Facials, and Waxing

Appointments Required. 
802- 482-7334

elementnailsalonvt@gmail.com
Open Tues – Sun

90 Mechanicsville Road, Hinesburg
ElementNailSalonVT.com

WEDDINGS at CEDAR KNOLL

13460 Rt. 116
Hinesburg, VT 05461

management@cedarknollgolf.com
Tel: 802-482-3186

www.cedarknollgolf.com

Our clubhouse and surrounding property 
are perfect for your ceremony, celebration, 
and special photos.

• Outdoor ceremony site overlooks the 
golf course.

• Beautiful post and beam dining room 
available from April through October

• Dining room capacity of 100 people
• Inhouse or private catering options 

offered.
• Rental fee includes round tables, 

chairs, table linens, fl atware, 
water goblets, bar service with one 
bartender, setup and tear down.

• Wedding parties can decorate the 
space as they wish, creating a unique 
theme for their special day.

• Sound system and golf carts available 
for rent.

� e Rev. Elliott Munn, pastor of Vergenes Congregational Church UCC, 
offi  ciated his fi rst wedding for two college friends in 2015 during the summer 
after he was ordained.

How many weddings do you celebrate on average? 
I typically offi  ciate one or two weddings per year.
What is your role in a wedding? 
Great question! I tend to ask myself that question each time I offi  ciate a 

wedding. 
First and foremost, I help the couple create an experience in which they 

can faithfully make promises to each other in the presence of supportive 
friends and family. After getting to know the couple, I shape a ritual 
tailored to their spiritual journey. 

As a pastor, I make sure to lift up how such a ritual of loving promises 
refl ects the love of God.

Are the bride and groom ever confused about your role? 
Sure. It’s not unusual for one of them to have a negative experience or 

no experience working with a pastor. It takes time to earn their trust, 
and we typically develop a good rapport through the counseling 
sessions. We grow to appreciate one another’s perspectives, and 
we typically can shape a ceremony that refl ects all of our faith 
and values.

How is your role as a minister diff erent from that of a 
justice of the peace? 

Well, I know my own role better than that of a justice 
of the peace. I meet with a couple for three 
to four separate hour-long sessions in 
preparation for the wedding. � e fi rst 
session we get to know each other. � e 
second and sometimes third session 
we talk about the past infl uences on 
and future hopes for their relationship. 

During the fi nal session, we plan the 

How many weddings do you celebrate on average? 
I typically offi  ciate one or two weddings per year.

Great question! I tend to ask myself that question each time I offi  ciate a 

First and foremost, I help the couple create an experience in which they 
can faithfully make promises to each other in the presence of supportive 
friends and family. After getting to know the couple, I shape a ritual 

As a pastor, I make sure to lift up how such a ritual of loving promises 

Are the bride and groom ever confused about your role? 
Sure. It’s not unusual for one of them to have a negative experience or 

no experience working with a pastor. It takes time to earn their trust, 
and we typically develop a good rapport through the counseling 
sessions. We grow to appreciate one another’s perspectives, and 
we typically can shape a ceremony that refl ects all of our faith 

How is your role as a minister diff erent from that of a 

Well, I know my own role better than that of a justice 
of the peace. I meet with a couple for three 

During the fi nal session, we plan the 

service and then typically trade emails after 
fi nalizing language.

Is offi  ciating at a wedding 
more like fun or more like 

work?
Both. While this holistic 

approach is time intensive, 
I enjoy getting to know the 
couples better and sharing in 
their joy. We typically laugh a lot 
throughout the process.

How much of your job is about counseling couples on 
marriage and how much just about the wedding?

I’d say 50/50. Because of the trust we build during the 
counseling sessions, couples aren’t afraid to ask me 

why I have arranged the service in a particular way. 
It leads to some great discussions, and I learn so 

much from them as the wedding becomes an 
extension of the broader marriage process.

What would cause you to tell a couple 
that you can’t offi  ciate at their wedding?

If the couple doesn’t want me to mention 
God or pray in the ceremony, another 
offi  ciant may serve them better.

What was your best experience 
offi  ciating at a wedding?

I once was asked to incorporate the 
bride’s favorite children’s story into my 
sermon. It was a fun creative challenge! 
Seeing the look of relief on the bride’s 
mother after the service was priceless. It’s 
a privilege to help weave together all the 

details that make the day so special.

The Reverend Elliott Munn
Vergennes Congregational Church
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Family coming to visit?
Have them stay with us!

Phone:  802-462-2729
Website: cornwallorchards.com
Email:  Innkeeper@cornwallorchards.com

The historic Vergennes Opera 
House has 125 years of

experience hosting events both 
large and small, 

private and public. 
Consider the Vergennes Opera House

for your next great production. 

For more information visitFor more information visit
VergennesOperaHouse.org
2nd floor of  City Hall,
120 Main Street, Vergennes
802.877.6737
info@VergennesOperaHouse.org

� e Rev. Dr. Stephanie Allen, pastor of Memorial Baptist 
Church in Middlebury has been presiding at weddings since 

1999, when she performed a wedding in Cleveland for a 
couple who was getting married to each other for the second 
time.

How many weddings do you celebrate on average? 
I do two or three a year in Vermont. When I was in Cleveland 

at a larger church I would do 10-15 a year. I’ve been a pastor for 24 years, 
and I’m not sure how many total I have done, but well over 50.

What is your role in a wedding? 
I do their counseling, run rehearsals, help plan the ceremony and offi  ciate the 

ceremony.
Are the bride and groom ever confused about your role? 
No, but sometimes there is an overlap if you have a wedding coordinator. I do work 

with wedding coordinators, but my role is to be there for the bride and groom more 
than in general.

How is your role as a minister diff erent from that of a justice of the peace? 
I do counseling as a prerequisite (justices of the peace do not), and I also follow 

the couple through the life of their marriage. I am around for anyone who ever needs 
counseling or a referral that I have married at any point. 

I have done marriage counseling for couples in need after the marriage. 
How much work is offi  ciating at a wedding? 
It is a lot of work. It is nice when there is a connection to the couple.
Is your job just about the wedding celebration?
It is more about the marriage than the wedding. I do six weeks of counseling and 

then a few additional meetings on the wedding, which, for me, includes just the 
ceremony portion.T

Have you told a couple that you can’t offi  ciate at their wedding?
I have only done that once. It was a celebrity couple when I was in Cleveland that 

could not answer a single question about each other. I didn’t tell them “no,” I told them 
they should wait and they ended up not getting married. I tell every couple it is not my 
job to tell you yes or no to marriage. It is my job to ask the right questions to help them 

McKenna and Peter Dickerson exchange rings in a ceremony presided over 
by the Rev. Stephanie Allen at the inn in Brandon during the summer of 2020 in 
the fi rst months of the pandemic. 

Photo courtesy of the Dickersons and Stephanie Allen

The Reverend Dr. Stephanie Allen
Memorial Baptist Church, Middlebury

The Rev. Dr. Stephanie Allen offi ciates at the outdoor wedding of Amanda and 
Andrew Freeman in Williston in 2017.

Photos courtesy of the Freemans and Stephanie Allen

determine the marriage for themselves.
What was your best experience offi  ciating at a wedding?
I think the best ones are the family weddings or close friends, such as my brother or 

the daughter of a close friend.
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To reseve your wedding block, contact the Sales Department
at (802) 388.7600 or toll free at (800) 388.7775

Wedding blocks are based upon availability.
Please contact the Sales Department for more information.

To reseve your wedding block, contact the Sales Department
at (802) 388.7600 or toll free at (800) 388.7775

Wedding blocks are based upon availability.
Please contact the Sales Department for more information.

To reseve your wedding block, contact the Sales Department
at (802) 388.7600 or toll free at (800) 388.7775

Wedding blocks are based upon availability.
Please contact the Sales Department for more information.

Father Luke Austin
St. Mary’s in Middlebury

Father Luke Austin is pastor of three Catholic churches: 
St. Bernadette in Bridport, St. Genevieve in Shoreham, and 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (commonly known as St. 
Mary’s) in Middlebury. He fi rst celebrated a wedding for two 
friends who met in the Washington, D.C., area; the groom was a 
high school classmate of Austin’s from Mt. St. Joseph in Rutland.

How many weddings do you celebrate on average? 
I would estimate three to four a year. Total in my eleven years as a priest: 

I am guessing 40.
What is your role in a wedding? 
Couples are often surprised to hear that in the Latin Rite of 

the Catholic Church, the bride and groom are actually the 
ministers of the Sacrament. � ey confer the Sacrament 

upon one another via their vows. � e priest is a 
witness of it.

In the United States, clergy are able to 
act as both a civil and religious offi  ciant. 

In other countries, there are 
separate civil and religious 
ceremonies.

How much work 
is offi  ciating at a 
wedding? 

It is more enjoyable 
when the couple 
approaches the 
Sacrament with faith, 
and you get to know 

them. It is more like work 

Father Luke Austin is pastor of three Catholic churches: 
St. Bernadette in Bridport, St. Genevieve in Shoreham, and 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (commonly known as St. 
Mary’s) in Middlebury. He fi rst celebrated a wedding for two 
friends who met in the Washington, D.C., area; the groom was a 
high school classmate of Austin’s from Mt. St. Joseph in Rutland.

How many weddings do you celebrate on average? 
I would estimate three to four a year. Total in my eleven years as a priest: 

Couples are often surprised to hear that in the Latin Rite of 
the Catholic Church, the bride and groom are actually the 
ministers of the Sacrament. � ey confer the Sacrament 

upon one another via their vows. � e priest is a 

In the United States, clergy are able to 
act as both a civil and religious offi  ciant. 

Sacrament with faith, 
and you get to know 

them. It is more like work 

when big personalities show up on the scene, and it 
feels more like a “venue.”

Is your job just about the wedding 
celebration?

In our Pre-Cana program, we have two 
couples who will meet with the engaged 
couple to discuss their answers to an 
inventory of questions. I address the 
preliminary matters, and the liturgical 

matters. But for many couples who are 
married at St. Mary’s, they are often living 

outside of Vermont, so their preparation is 
conducted through their local parishes.

What might cause you to tell a couple that you 
can’t offi  ciate at their wedding?

� ere are three main ways in which an essential 
element of the Sacrament can be withheld: when 
one excludes openness to children, strongly retains 
the right to divorce, or retains the right to have 
another partner on the side. If someone were 
to actually voice those desires, a conversation 
about what the Sacrament is all about would 
have to occur.

What was your best experience offi  ciating 
at a wedding?

Witnessing the wedding of a good friend 
from MSJ was my best experience. I knew 
many of the guests, and I could off er a very 
personal homily. � e wedding also served as 
our de facto 25th class reunion.
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1663 Route 7 South

Middlebury, VT 05753

Mon – Fri: 9am – 5:30pm

Saturday: 10am – 2pm

Closed Sundays & all major holidays

We are happy to deliver throughout 

Middlebury and its surrounding areas. 

Come by and see us, or contact us 

at  (802) 388-2800 or designs@mfandg.com

Let’s Customize Your
Wedding Flowers Together!

Our centerpieces, corsages,  Our centerpieces, corsages, 

bouquets, and other bouquets, and other 

celebratory flowers celebratory flowers 

are made toare made to

order and order and 

customizedcustomized

specially specially 

for you. for you. 

All Love, One LoveAll Love, One Love
CELEBRATE WITH MIDDLEBURY INN

We are so thankful to be considered for one of your most important 
days. Let us pamper you with in-house spa services, attention to detail, 

Vermont local farm to table foods and extraordinary service. 

The Inn boasts unique yet functional space with vintage décor, in 
a historic atmosphere. Our full-service hotel with event, meeting, 

catering and banquet services offers the finest location in Vermont. 
Let’s plan the event unique to you! 

OPPOSITE & SAME SEX WEDDING
CEREMONIES, ELOPEMENT,

MICRO WEDDING, THEMED EVENTS
14 COURT SQUARE, MIDDLEBURY VERMONT

802-388-4961 EXT. 280 • WWW.MIDDLEBURYINN.COM

Wedding 
Hair, 

Makeup 
& Nails

14 Court Square  |  Middlebury, VT
WaterfallsDaySpa@gmail.com

MiddleburySpa.com

Book today 
by calling

802.388.0311
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PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website. We may have a pet for
you.

388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org

Buster is a 7-year-old who was loved by 
his previous family. He is a little fearful 
of new situations, but with staff patience 
and kindness has adapted to the shelter 
program. He would do best with older 
kids and gets along with dogs and cats. 
He seems to love all people and would 
do best with a family that is home more 
often than away. He does not like to be 
crated and gets anxious when left alone. 
His toys are his stress-relievers and they 
need to be heavy-duty for all the chewing 
they will get! 

Cash is a 6-year-old cheese-loving 
hound mix. He loves being outside 
and active with you. Cash has good 
manners, loves to snuggle, and is 
very sweet. He is good with dogs as 
long as there is a proper introduction, 
and is also good with kids. Cats only 
entice his hound senses for the thrill 
of the chase and so he should not live 
with cats. Cash needs a human buddy 
who will put in the time to share new 
experiences with him, take him hiking 
and on other outside adventures, and 
provide a stable home.

Diamond is a timid 15-year-old lady 
who loves to bury herself under 
blankets and hide in hidey-holes. She 
is affectionate and loves food, but 
she will go right back to hiding when 
she is done. Diamond has lived with 
other cats and would do well in a quiet 
environment.

Meet Dozin, who is presumably 
named after his “dozens” of toes! 
Dozin is a “foodie” and will run to 
anything that sounds like a treat bag. 
He is a goofy guy who is independent 
at times, but he is easily won over with 
his favorite treats. He prefers not to 
be picked up, but he will follow you 
anywhere! Dozin says no thank you to 
sharing space with other cats or dogs!

Holly is a sweet 6-year-old cat with 
beautiful coloring. She has a resting 
grump face but really isn’t like that 
at all. She likes attention and to be 
loved on, but not to be picked up.  The 
grumpiness is real with other cats so 
being the only cat in the home would 
work best. 

Jitterbug is an independent bunny 
who loves her food and toys. She 
would do great in a calm home with 
an owner who would be interested in 
helping her become more accustomed 
to lots of human affection. She is not 
interested in having bunny friends 
at the moment but could enjoy the 
company of other mellow pets in the 
home.

Well  Hel lo , Wel l  Hel lo , 
Lucky Man!Lucky Man!

Lucky Man is the world’s best cat. He doesn’t scratch anything, he’s full of love, he’s 
spunky and he’s feisty. But his favorite thing to do is curl up in between your legs, sit 
right on your lap and snuggle. Or, as the picture shows, he might stick his tongue out 
at you.

Sadie Messenger
Middlebury 

PPet of et of the the WWeekeek

Send us your pet!
news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the 
WEEK

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139
www.parisfarmersunion.com

At Paris, we have everything you 
need for your pets and animals!
•	 Dry or Wet Dog & Cat food
•	 Dog & Cat beds, toys, cleaning supplies
& accessories

•	 Fish, bird, rodent & reptile supplies and
live crickets

•	Wild bird & Squirrel supplies
•	 Backyard animal feed & supplies
•	 And friendly, knowledgeable service to

help guide you!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139



PAGE 18 — Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, March 10, 2022

atching the first flowering 
bulbs appear from the 
thawing ground in spring 
is one of my favorite 
times of the year. Luckily 
we don’t have to wait 
all winter to have spring 
blooms. A great way to do 

this at home is by 
forcing bulbs.

Forcing bulbs 
means tricking 

the plants into thinking it is time to bloom. 
Some bulbs such as tulips, daffodils, crocuses 
and hyacinths require a lengthy simulated 
experience of a cold, dark winter, followed by 
simulating a warm spring, to bloom.

However, paperwhites (Narcissus) and 
amaryllis (Hippeastrum) can be forced 

faster without the weeks of artificial winter. 
Paperwhites will bloom within four to six 
weeks after potting, while amaryllis can take 
up to eight weeks.

Select a container with a hole at the bottom 
for draining excess water. Fill the container 
with moistened potting soil, and plant the 
bulbs (pointed tip side up), making sure that 
the roots have two to three inches of room 
below to spread out.

Amaryllis bulbs are large and only one may fit 
in a 6- to 8-inch pot. Multiple amaryllis bulbs 
can be planted in larger diameter containers. 
Paperwhites are smaller bulbs so can be 
planted closely together.

For amaryllis, select a container that will 
allow two to three inches of soil under the 
bulb, while leaving the top third of the bulb 

exposed. Paperwhites only need their tips 
exposed. To make the soil easier to work with, 
moisten it prior to planting.

Instead of soil, these bulbs also can be grown 
in clear glass jars or vases over decorative 
glass marbles or stones. Place two to 
three inches of stones at the bottom of the 
container. Place the bulbs on top, and add 
water until it just touches the roots. The bulbs 
should not be submerged.

Place the potted bulbs in a bright, warm 
location, making sure to water as needed.

After the bulbs have flowered, it is very 
important to cut back the flowering stem as 
soon as the bloom wilts. Cut the stem a few 
inches above the bulb, leaving the leaves. 
Doing this will allow the bulb to pull energy 
gathered in the leaves back into the bulb to 
put toward larger flowers the following year.

Amaryllis can re-bloom indoors year after year 
with proper care. After the leaves have dried 
and the bulb has gone dormant, store your 
bulbs in a cool, dry place with plenty of airflow.

It may be late in the season to order bulbs 
for growing indoors, so try your local garden 
center, farm supply or grocery store.

GARDENER
A S K  A  M A S T E R

H O W  T O  F O R C E  S P R I N G  B U L B S

Bonnie Kirn Donahue 
is a UVM Extension 

Master Gardener and 
landscape designer 

from central Vermont.

When placed in a bright, warm location and watered as needed, paperwhites will bloom in four to six weeks. 
PHOTO / TRACY DUCASSE/CREATIVE COMMONS

BONNIE KIRN
 DONAHUE

BY

W

PLANT  
YOURSELF 

HERE.
Reach readers who 
are interested in all 

things gardening and 
advertise on this page. 

Contact us today.

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T.C O M
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hen you reach into your 
paper bag of carefully 
stored garlic and pull out 
a bulb to see a sprout 
emerging from the top… 
What do you do?

There is nothing wrong. 
It is the nature of garlic 
cloves to sprout between 
mid- to late-winter.

The problem is that over the next weeks 
the cloves will use up all their food stores to 
nourish that sprout. By mid-spring, you will be 
left with dry, empty husks where your delicious 
garlic once was. Acting now to preserve 
your garlic by one or more of the following 
methods will prevent this disappointment.

To preserve garlic in vinegar, separate the 
individual cloves and peel. Rinse if needed 
and dry. Place peeled cloves into a glass jar. A 
canning jar works well for this.

The sprouts are harmless, so don’t be shy 
about including them. Add enough white or 
red wine vinegar to cover the cloves by a half 
inch, and leave a half inch of headspace in the 
jar as well. Cover and refrigerate for up to four 
months. Discard if mold occurs.

Note that storing garlic in oil is risky as it 
provides a low-acid environment where 
botulism can grow, whether at room 
temperature or refrigerated. Freezing in oil is 
safe.

To dehydrate garlic, prepare cloves as above, 

and then cut in half lengthwise. Dry in your 
dehydrator at 140 F for two hours, and then 
reduce heat to 130 F until they are brittle. 

Or use your oven at its lowest heat. The cloves 
should snap in two when you bend them. Let 
cool and pack into an airtight container at 
room temperature.

You can make garlic powder by grinding in a 

blender or food processor until fine. Add salt 
to make garlic salt. Garlic should be powdered 
only as needed. This allows you to use the 
snap test to ensure that the garlic is safe for 
eating.

To freeze garlic, prepare as above. Chop or 
crush garlic in a bowl, and add just enough 
olive oil to cover the garlic.

Spoon into an ice cube tray designated for use 
with herbs. Once frozen, just pop the cubes 
into a plastic bag, and you will have portioned 
amounts to pull out and add to the skillet. You 
also can freeze roasted garlic in ice cube trays.

You might be asking, “Why not plant your 
sprouting garlic cloves?” Chances are, 
here in New England, that by the time the 
ground thaws, the bulbs will be pretty much 
exhausted and will not grow.

Planting cloves in pots might work, but I have 
found that transplanted garlic takes a long 
time to recover. You are better off planting new 
garlic as early as the ground can be worked.

Spring planting of garlic will work, but it will 
net you one large, tasty clove instead of 
growing a bulb with many cloves. For the best 
garlic harvest, plant in the mid-September or 
before the ground freezes in the fall.

Joyce Amsden is a 
UVM Extension Master 

Gardener Intern from 
Sharon.

Stored garlic that begins to sprout can be preserved 
by freezing, dehydrating or storing in vinegar and then 

refrigerated.  PHOTO / JOYCE AMSDEN

JOYCE
 AMSDEN

BY
W
How to prevent loss of stored garlic

L E A R N  M O R E  W I T H  
C H A R L I E  N A R D O Z Z I  

A T  T H E  I L S L E Y 
P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y

Charlie Nardozzi will give a talk on “Ecological 
Gardening and Companion Planting” on 
March 16, at 6 p.m., at the Ilsley Public Library. 
Charlie talks about ways to build the soil 
without harming soil creatures. He will also 
discuss cover cropping and companion 
planting as ways to grow plants with less work. 
Whether you’re a beginning veggie and flower 
gardener or an experienced one, there will be 
something for everyone. 

The talk will be held in the Jessica Swift 
Community Room. Registration not needed, 
but masks required. This event will be capped 
at 50 participants. 

you
know?

did Garlic bolsters the immune system. A 2015 review published 
in the Journal of Immunology Research found that garlic 
appears to enhance the functioning of the immune system by 
stimulating certain cell types. A strong immune system helps 
people fight germs that can lead to colds and other illnesses.

Garlic can have a positive effect on blood pressure. According to the Cleveland Clinic, 
researchers believe that red blood cells turn the sulfur in garlic into hydrogen sulfide gas 
that expands the blood vessels. That makes it easier to regulate blood pressure. 

Garlic can benefit the skin. Allicin is a compound that is produced when garlic is crushed 
or chopped. According to the online health and wellness resource MedLife, allicin benefits 
the body in various ways, including killing the bacteria that causes acne.

Garlic may help reduce lead levels in the body. A 2012 study published in the journal 
Basic & Clinical Pharmacology & Toxicology studied the potentially therapeutic effects 
of garlic on 117 workers in the car battery industry. The clinical signs and symptoms 
of lead poisoning were significantly higher among workers who were not treated with 
garlic compared to those who were. Authors of the study concluded that garlic can be 
recommended for the treatment of mild-to-moderate lead poisoning.  
 — MetroCreative
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Beautifully landscaped grounds with plenty of room and light for additional gardens, 
and apple trees that produce a beautiful spring show and fall harvest. The home’s 
warm and inviting layout welcomes you to an open living area with warm wood fl oors, 
cathedral ceilings and walls of windows that fi ll the home with light, a gas stove adds 
ambiance on those chilly nights, a dining/living area large enough to host your family 
and friends, and a deck accessed by the master bedroom and dining area. In addition 

to the master bedroom with en-suite bath and walk-in closet, 
the fi rst fl oor has a second bedroom, and the walkout lower level 
has an additional bedroom as well as an inviting family room 
with a second gas stove. For the equestrian, or hobby farmer, 
there is a run-in barn with room for hay storage, a round pen, 
and fenced riding area.

323 NORTH BINGHAM STREET, CORNWALL

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Classic lines and quality craftsmanship

$1,250,000

This week’s property is managed by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices.  
More info at www.vtregroup.com.
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estateestate

nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Sharon Brown | Community Lender | NMLS #491713

One of the many beautiful historic proper-
ties on Main Street in Vergennes, this 4 
bedroom home offers original features 
such as tall ceilings and wide moldings.  A 
spacious 0.82 acre lot in the heart of the 
city. Looking to live and work on site? The 
Res/Limited Business District allows for 
conditional uses including office, profession-
al studio, and more. Be sure to view the 3D 
virtual tour on our website!
MLS No. TBD | $ 380,000

MLS No. 4887330 | $ 72,000  | 1.4 acres
MLS No. 4887331 | $ 68,000 | 2.34 acres

MLS No. 4890820 | $ 165,000

81 Main Street, Vergennes

TBD Mead Lane, Middlebury

TBD Lincoln Gap Road, Lincoln

TWO  LOTS AVAILABLE - 
These private building lots off Mead Lane 
in the Butternut Ridge neighborhood are 
ready for you to build your dream home. 
The gently sloping parcels include permit-
ted 3 bedroom septic designs and access 
to public water.

From this property’s building site on the 
southwest side of the parcel you’ll enjoy 
panoramic mountain views, with views of 
Mount Abe to the east and a few peaks of 
the Adirondacks through Bristol Notch to 
the west! With most of the remaining 
property classified as wetlands, you’ll enjoy 
glimpses of the abundant wildlife. 

THREE MAIN STREET | BRISTOL, VERMONT 05443 | 802.453.6161
www.theRealEstateCompanyVT.com

REAL ESTATE COMPANY
of VERMONT

for more information, contact one of our agents:

Jill Fraga Danelle Birong Orion Lazo Tammy Petersen
Broker/Realtor Broker/Realtor Agent/Realtor Agent/Realtor® ® ® ®

the

UNDER  CONTRACT

UNDER  CONTRACT

real

EQUAL 
HOUSING  
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

G I V E  U S  A 
C A L L  T O D A Y !

ADVERTISE
WITH USWITH US

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M  8 0 2 - 3 8 8 - 4 9 4 4

WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

It takes more 
than luck. 
Advertise in the Addy Indy!
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ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

FERRISBURGH  NEW LISTING!
BASIN HARBOR ROAD
MLS #4899779 | $895,000
163.20 ACRES

This parcel offers it all: access to Lake 
Champlain, a border on Otter Creek, 
and a mix of pasture and woods. The 
full package includes Adirondack 
and Green Mtn views and proximity 
to Basin Harbor Club & Vergennes! 

FERRISBURGH  NEW LISTING!
462 MONKTON ROAD
MLS #4899691 | $925,000
4 BD | 2.5 BA | 3251 SF | 12.40 AC

Craftsman style home built with 
great attention to detail. Nicely 
appointed kitchen, formal dining 
area, and spacious living room 
with woodstove. Master suite with 
ensuite bathroom, soaking tub and 
tile shower. Covered back porch, 
additional screened porch, and 
over 12 acres with fenced pasture, 
small animal barn and views of the 
Green Mountains. For the hobbyist, 
the heated 12,000 square foot 
outbuilding is an absolute dream—
let your imagination run wild. 

SHOREHAM  NEW LISTING!
2861 ROUTE 74 EAST
MLS #4899823 | $499,000
6 BD | 3.5 BA | 3526 SF | 8.54 ACRES

Hoping to fi nd a homestead with 
plenty of fl exible space ready for 
your hobbies, animals (a small animal 
barn as well as a chicken coop are 
ready to go), workshop, wooded 
walks and gardening? Unfi nished 
attic, fi nished basement, rec room/
offi ce, 4 bedrooms plus a 2 bedroom 
guest suite. Woodstove, beautiful 
fl oors, eat-in-kitchen. Attached two 
car garage provides direct entry 
into the home as well as basement 
access. You’ll have plenty to do 
at home, although getting out 
might be equally inspirational... 
you’ll be surrounded by a beautiful 
landscape, with Lake Champlain 
and downtown Middlebury close by.   

s o l u t i o n s March 10, 2022

PuzzlePuzzle

Email Christy to fi nd out how.
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Add your piece!Add your piece!
Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page
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802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a 
designated 

agency 
brokerage.

designated 

Live, Build or Work in Beautiful Addison County

COMMUNITY CORNER
Corned Beef & Cabbage Supper  (takeout only, preorders required)

Saturday, March 12 @ 5-6pm Vergennes United Methodist Church
(Main St. Vergennes, across from the Vergennes Opera House)

Enjoy corned beef, cabbage, carrots ,potatoes, onions, and dessert.

Adults $12.  Must place order by 7 pm Thurs., March 10. 
To order call 802-877-3150.

New Listing

New Listing

New Listing

Home with

Home with

Home with

a Business

a Business

a Business

BENSON, VT
This 3 BDR, 2 BA village colonial was completely 
renovated in 2008. New features include, standing 
seam roof, vinyl windows, updated electrical, drywall, 
new bathrooms and kitchen. The house sits near the 
center of town with a restaurant and the library within 
walking distance.
MLS# 4899491 $240,000

BRIDPORT, VT
This parcel is sited high enough to give you a long-range 
view of the New York bridge. The land opens up to a flat 
meadow that would be perfect for animals or gardens. 
Then goes into the woods for hunting or exploring. The 
waste water permit is in place so you can be ready to 
build this summer.
MLS# 4829763 $99,900

ADDISON, VT
Realize your dream living and owning your own 
business within the picturesque setting of the Lake 
Champlain valley. This 0.86-acre property includes 
a 2BR, 2BA home with attached garage and a 1,976 
square foot commercial building for your business. It is 
currently set up and running as a successful restaurant.
MLS# 4897142 $575,000

requiredrequired)
Vergennes United Methodist Church

(Main St. Vergennes, across from the Vergennes Opera House)
Enjoy corned beef, cabbage, carrots ,potatoes, onions, and dessert.

Adults $12.  Must place order by 7 pm Thurs., March 10. 

Building Lot

Building Lot

Building Lot

with Views

with Views

with Views

SPRINGSPRING

802-388-4944
ads@addisonindependent.com

Spring into the market. Find 
your home, realtor, lender 
and/or next buyer in our 
weekly real estate pages. 

Interested in advertising in 
this section? Give us a call and 
we’ll help you connect with 
Addison County homebuyers, 
sellers and professionals.

THINK
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MUSIC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Danú’s 
standing-room 
only concerts 
throughout 
Ireland are true 
events featuring 
high-energy 
performances 

and a glorious mix of ancient Irish music and 
new repertoire. The band formed in 1995 as part 
of Ireland’s delegation to Lorient Inter-Celtic 
Festival in Brittany, France — an annual event, 
and the largest gathering of Celtic nations in 
the world. Their debut album, entitled simply 
“Danú,” was released by the band in 1997 to 
huge critical acclaim. In 1999 Danú signed a 
multi-album record deal with the U.S.-based 
recording label Shanachie Entertainment, with 
whom they subsequently released five albums 
and a live DVD internationally between 2000 
and 2006. Over the past few years Danú has 
added three independent releases to their 
discography.

Danú welcomed star vocalist Nell Ní Chróinín 
into the fold in 2016, marking the beginning of an 
exciting new chapter in the band’s legacy. Nell’s 
multiple awards include TG4 Traditional Singer 
of the Year in 2012 and the prestigious Oireactas 
“Corn Uí Riada” award in 2014.

Danú will perform live at the Mahaney Arts 

Center’s Olin C. Robison Concert Hall on 
Thursday, March 10, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$25 for the general public, $20 for Middlebury 
faculty/staff and alumni, $10 for youth, and $5 
for Middlebury College students. Vaccinations 

and boosters (or valid medical or religious 
exemptions) and masks are required. For tickets, 
health and safety protocols, and information, 
call (802) 443-MIDD (6433) or visit middlebury.
edu/arts.

Danú will perform traditional Irish music on Thursday, March 10 at the Mahaney Arts Center. 
PHOTO / HOLST PHOTOGRAPHY

EDGEWATER GALLERY AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 
or email info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more 
information.

“Time and Memory,” featuring work by Alexis 
Serio. Serio uses a horizon line as a foothold 
to suggest the landscape but from there she 
describes her abstract compositions as visual 
perceptions of time, and memory. On view for 
the month of March.

EDGEWATER GALLERY ON THE GREEN
6 Merchant’s Row, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-989-7419 
or email info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more 
information.

“Tools of the Trade,” a group exhibition featuring 
Tom Dunne, Kate Gridley, Duncan Johnson and 
Peter Kirkiles. This exhibit honors the process of 
crafting fine art, the tools themselves that make 
the work possible and the beauty of the finished 
product. On view March 18- April 26.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART
72 Porter Field Road, Middlebury.
Visit museum.middlebury.edu/exhibitions or call 
(802) 443-5007 to make your free reservations.

“Contemporary to Classical: Highlights from 
the New Collection Handbook,” featuring 
more than 40 works from the museum’s new 
permanent collection handbook. Objects range 
from modern to ancient and include prints, 
photographs, paintings, and sculpture. Among 
the artists represented are Derrick Adams, 
Banksy, Judy Chicago, Robert Gober, Fairfield 
Porter, Medardo Rosso, Anna Stanchi, Paul 
Strand, Edmund de Waal, and William Zorach. 
On view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

“Into the Screen: Digital Art from teamLab.” 
Founded in 2001 by Toshiyuki Inoko, teamLab is 
a Tokyo-based collaboration of more than 500 
designers, engineers, and technologists with 
a shared mission to integrate art, technology, 
and nature. This exhibition highlights a singular 
immersive digital experience by teamLab and 
the traditional 17th- to 20th-century screens and 
prints that inspired it. On view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

Put your ad to work.  
Call us today!

802-388-4944

ART
WORKS.

SO SHOULD 
YOUR AD.
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