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Love conquers
A couple tells the story of being  
happy and committed despite a 
chronic illness. See Arts+Leisure.
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Grit, but a loss
The VUHS girls’ hoop team gave 
its all, but lost in the final seconds 
on Saturday. See Sports, Page 1B. 

Art survives
A Bristol-area arts organization 
got community support during 
the pandemic. See Page 3A.

Postal clerk handles Bristol mail for 55 years
What hasn’t changed? Helping people

Yellow House offers 
new care paradigm
Serves developmentally disabled

Delia-Lôbo running
for Middlebury board
Barista would back 
younger families

New program pays farmers 
for phosphorus reductions

United Way 
exceeds its 
fund goal

Voters to field 
career center 
budget, $8.1M 
renovation plan

Midd Kids 
build hybrid 
racing car
New Hampshire 
speedway is calling
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By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — Things in the 
Bristol Post Office operate 
somewhat differently than they 
did in 1968, when the building 
at 11 Main St. was 
completed and a new 
clerk named Linda 
Lathrop transferred 
there from Starksboro.

Back then the 
postal service was still 
officially known as 
the United States Post 
Office Department 
(USPOD), and the 
postmaster general was 
a cabinet-level position.

A cartoon “Mr. 
Zippy” appeared 
regularly on post office 
materials, encouraging 
patrons to use the ZIP 
code, which was then 
four years old.

Mail was sorted by hand.
And the cost of a first-class 

stamp was 5 cents.
But for Lathrop, who just 

celebrated her 55th anniversary 
with the postal service, one thing 
has never changed: the enjoyment 
she gets from seeing and helping 
people, and from being part of 
the Bristol community.

Some of those people are what 
you might call “regulars.”

“I see some people every day,” 

said Lathrop, 75. “Sometimes 
they don’t even need anything, 
they just open the door and holler 
(hello) and head back out again.”

Working at the Bristol Post 
Office for more than 
five decades has given 
Lathrop a unique 
perspective on the town 
she loves.

“Most people in town 
are supportive,” she 
said. “Most of the town 
sticks together. That’s 
what makes a solid 
foundation — there 
needs to be support 
between everybody.”

She also noted how 
that community is 
changing.

“Back then I knew 
everybody,” she said. 
“Now there are a lot of 
new faces.”

Most people are very nice, she 
added, but the more and faster the 
community changes, the harder it 
is to keep track of things.

In fact, the most difficult part 
of Lathrop’s job these past 55 
years has been how everything 
changes so fast, especially in the 
past decade or so.

“When I started they sorted by 
hand,” she said. “Things came in 
big trays and we sorted and sorted 

IN A PHOTO taken before the pandemic, Bristol postal clerk 
Linda Lathrop prepares another package as it begins its trip 
through the U.S. Postal Service. Lathrop last week marked her 
55th year working for the post office.

Photo courtesy of Sue Folino

“When I 
started 
they sorted 
by hand. 
Things 
came in 
big trays 
and we 
sorted and 
sorted and 
sorted until 
we were 
done.”

— Linda 
Lathrop

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Voters in 

17 Addison County towns will be 
asked endorse spending proposals 
on Town Meeting Day targeting 
short- and long-term needs at the 
Patricia Hannaford Career Center 
(PHCC).

The short-term ask is for 
$4,104,157 to bankroll PHCC’s 
career and technical education 
programs for the upcoming 2022-
2023 academic year. The request 
reflects a 7.2% ($274,856) increase 
in spending compared to this year.

The second request on the March 
1 ballot will be for $8.1 million to 
finance significant renovations to 
the career center’s Charles Avenue 
and North Campus buildings in 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
MIDDLEBURY — Rivalries 

and competitions are common 
among colleges and universities, 
most often through sports, but also 
through other avenues that are as 
much collaborative as competitive, 
like encouraging voter turnout 
among students.

Last winter a new Middlebury 
College student organization 
formed to undertake a friendly 
challenge among engineering-
minded college students all over 
the country. 

It’s a first for the school, and 
slightly off the beaten path for a 
small New England liberal arts 
college: The students are building 
a hybrid formula racecar, and 
they’re planning to race it at the 
New Hampshire Motor Speedway 
in Louden, N.H., this May.

Middlebury College Formula 
Hybrid was founded a year ago 
by then-junior Louis Parizeau, 
a computer science major who 
during the pandemic developed an 
interest in go-kart racing.

“I’ve always been into 
mechanical stuff, working with my 
hands, working on mopeds, dirt 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — When the 

going gets tough, Addison County 
residents come through.

That could be the slogan of the 
United Way of Addison County’s 
(UWAC) next annual fund drive. 
Come to think of it, it seems apt 
for any year, given how local 
individuals and businesses have 
rallied during good times and bad 
to help the less fortunate among us.

The latest example: In year two 
of a worldwide pandemic, with 
businesses scrambling for workers 
and many residents battling illness, 
UWAC’s 2021-2022 fund drive last 
week reached and slightly exceeded 
its $665,000 goal — with five 
months still left in the campaign. 
This success will allow UWAC to 
maintain current levels of financial 
support to its 30 member nonprofits 
that deliver food, clothing, shelter, 
counseling and other vital services 
to local residents in need.

And that’s not all: The real 
prospect of a campaign “surplus” 
will allow UWAC to resume its 
pre-pandemic policy of awarding 

Attention poets of all ages 
and abilities: Weybridge’s 
fourth annual haiku contest 
is underway. Your haiku can 
take either the traditional form 
of three lines with no more 
than seventeen syllables total 
(5-7-5), or a short three lines 
that captures the spirit of the 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
SALISBURY — The Goodrich 

Farm in Salisbury is doing 
everything it can to keep up with 
technological changes in the 
agriculture industry that aim to 
keep damaging phosphorus out of 
Vermont rivers and lakes.

But it’s challenging to keep 
up, explained farm owner Chase 
Goodrich. Improving water quality 
requires practices that require 
money to implement. And that 
money has been hard or impossible 
to come by in an era of declining 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Matthew 

Delia-Lôbo is already well known 
among Middlebury’s coffee 
connoisseurs; he and his wife Aless 
co-own and operate the Royal 
Oak and Lost Monarch coffee 
establishments that are earning a nice 
following in Addison County’s shire 
town.

But Delia-Lôbo wants you to know 
that he’s not just a dexterous barista 
with a gift for gab. Delia-Lôbo, 33, 
has developed considerable affection 
for his family’s adopted home of 
Middlebury and wants to make it 
more of a destination for young folks. 

With that in mind, he’s brewing 

MATTHEW DELIA-LÔBO

up a campaign for one of the three 
Middlebury selectboard spots up for 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Save for 

its yellow hue, the residence at 29 
Seminary St. doesn’t really stand 
out from among the other choice 
homes lining the well-traveled road 
in Middlebury village.

But what happens under its roof is 
truly remarkable.

The Yellow House Community, 
as it is officially called, provides 
24/7 care for four young adults with 
developmental disabilities who are 
unable to live independently.

In addition to being a godsend to 
four individuals and their families, 
the Yellow House’s business model 

Right for conditions
FRAN MCINTOSH GETS out on her skis in downtown Middlebury last Friday as a big storm was 

dumping more than a foot of snow on Addison County. Town and state road crews and private 
plowing companies dug us all out pretty quickly, but left behind mountainous piles of white stuff.

Independent photo/Steve James
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Amid praise 

for the 19-month tenure of 
departing Chief Executive Officer 
Kat Nelson, the Boys & Girls Club 
of Greater Vergennes is looking to 
hire a new CEO. 

Board members said Nelson 
is leaving the club stronger than 
when she arrived in September of 
2020.

“All the good things we want are 
up: membership, fundraising, daily 
attendance. It’s all been trending 
positive,” said board Chair David 
Small.

Board Chair Emeritus Jeff Fritz 
said the board is happy for Nelson 
and thankful for her efforts.

“She’s really helped catapult the 
club to where it is today. There’s 
certainly a lot of gratitude on the 
part of the board,” he said.

Small is confident a search for a 
replacement that began in earnest 
at the beginning of February will 
be successful.

“We’re in a really good place, so 
I’m really positive there are a ton 

of folks out there who are going to 
be interested in the work the club 
does,” he said. “I think they’re 
going to be able to come in and hit 
the ground running.”

Nelson, a Shelburne resident 
who was 33 when she was hired 
in 2020, came to the club after a 
13-year career with the partnered 
Camp Kiniya in Colchester and 
Camp Dudley in Westport, N.Y., 
that culminated as Camp Kiniya’s 
Leadership Development Director. 

Nelson is leaving the city club to 
become the director of admissions 
at Vermont Commons School in 
South Burlington, an opportunity 
she called too good to pass up 
because similar ones are few and 
far between in Vermont.

“It’s a little bit back to my 
roots. I went to a private school 
in high school. And I think it’s 
something I’ve always dreamt of 
doing, working in a school setting 
like that,” Nelson said. “I’ll be 
focused on recruiting families, and 
it’s a small school so I imagine 
everybody will be doing a little bit 

KAT NELSON

of everything.”
Small said board members wish 

their best to Nelson, who intends to 
volunteer at the club when she can.

“We’re very sad to see her go, 
but we’re very excited for her next 
career move,” he said.

Nelson credits Boys and Girls 
Club Director of Operations 

Lisa Davis and Director of 
Programming and Development 
Steven Maluenda for helping 
expand program offerings over the 
past year-and-a-half.

Those include incorporating 
national club initiatives that focus 
on anti-bullying and social and 
emotional learning; cross-country 
skiing, in partnership with the 
city recreation department and 
the Catamount Trail Association; 
career days in which local school 
or business speakers meet with 
teens; and this past summer’s 
extensive weekly offerings, which 
Nelson said helped boost school-
year attendance and membership.

Club membership overall grew 
in 2021, with 40 new members 
offsetting a few who didn’t renew, 
Nelson said. Overall, there were 
about 115 members at year’s end. 

“I think I’ve brought a renewed 
focus on the kids and the type of 
curriculum we can provide,” she 
said. “I think the staff have done 
a really great job of implementing 
a variety of programs to reach a 

variety of different kids, so we’ve 
seen increased membership,”

Daily attendance has also risen. 
Often, Nelson said, members 
pop in after school and before 
scheduled activities. 

“Some kids use it as a pit stop 
between school and their next 
activity. They might come get a 
meal. So I think really I’ve tried to 
focus to make it an inclusive and 
welcoming environment for any 
kid, any family that wants to or 
needs to use the club,” she said. 

Any nonprofit must rely on 
fundraising from foundations, 
grants and individual donations, 
and finances have also gone well, 
according to Nelson and board 
members.

“The club ended the year in a 
better position financially than 
ever before,” Fritz said. “There is 
financial stability that will allow 
the club to continue to grow and 
make the search for a new CEO 
much easier.”

Nelson, like Fritz and Small, is 
confident in the club’s future. 

“We have a really great active 
board that is really committed to 
community building, and I think 
our focus on relationships within 
the community with the schools 
and other organizations has also 
been really wonderful to see, 
everyone really coming together as 
being supportive, basically of the 
youth of Vergennes,” she said.

“It’s been really nice to work 
with everybody, and everybody has 
been so willing to be collaborative. 
I think that is only going to 
continue.”

Small said the board will seek a 
replacement who is also “passionate 
about working with kids,” and who 
ideally possesses nonprofit, youth 
programming, leadership and 
fundraising experience.

“We’re in a really good place as 
far as board support, community 
support. The staff we have in place 
are awesome,” Small said. “So 
we’re in a really good place, but we 
want to make sure we find the right 
candidate who is going to help us 
drive things forward.”

Boys & Girls head leaving club in good shape, board says

Feels like February
ADDISON COUNTY HUNKERED down during a long, steady snowfall that lasted from Thursday evening through Friday evening and left 

at least a foot of snow in the valley — a little more on the mountain. Shown digging out last Friday were, clockwise from above, Matthew 
Curran blowing snow on his property in Middlebury’s Buttolph Acres, Theo West smoothing out the inside of a new snow fort on May 
Apple Lane, Todd Seguin clearing the steps and sidewalk around the Congregational Church of Middlebury, and pedestrians finding it 
easier to walk in the street rather than on the Main Street sidewalk.

Independent photos/Steve James
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CORRECTION: Our story on 
the Mount Abraham Unified School 
District school budget  in last 
Thursday’s edition gave incorrect 
numbers for the tax rate changes 
in most of the towns because of 
our math error in converting the 
change per $100,000 of assessed 
property value (which we reported 
correctly) to the rate in terms of 
dollars and cents. We should have 
reported that, as of school district 

calculations on Dec. 21, the towns 
would see their education property 
tax rates change in this way: Bristol 
1.07-cent decrease in its FY23 tax 
rate, Lincoln 0.33-cent increase, 
Monkton 0.24-cent decrease, and 
New Haven 2.37-cent decrease. 
Maddeningly, we reported the 
correct rate for Starksboro: 10.49-
cent increase. We apologize for the 
error.

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — 5-Town Friends 

of the Arts may have faced some 
fundraising challenges during the 
pandemic, but that hasn’t stopped 
the group from providing a steady 
stream of support to local artists, 
projects and organizations, or from 
dreaming up ways to expand that 
support in the future.

Formerly known as Bristol 
Friends of the Arts, 5-Town 
Friends of the Arts, or 5TFA, is 
a nonprofit organization whose 
mission is to provide opportunities 
for Bristol, Lincoln, Monkton, 
New Haven and Starksboro 
residents to participate in and 
appreciate the arts and cultural 
heritage of the region, according 
to its website.

“We provide community grants 
to schools, artists, theater groups, 
libraries and anyone providing 
exposure or access to arts in the 
community,” said 5TFA board 
co-chair Linda Cormany. “We 
also support artists in residence at 
schools and teachers who contact 
us about arts, culture or history 
programming.”

Among the organizations and 
events supported by 5TFA over 
the years: Bristol Best Night, 
Walkover Gallery, the Cabin Fever 
Music Series, the Mount Abe Fall 
Musical, Bristol Clay Studio and 
the MAUSD Fine Arts Festival, 
as well as two 5TFA affiliate 
organizations, Art on Main and the 
Bristol Historical Society.

The friends also award $750 
scholarships to Mount Abraham 
Union High School seniors 
who plan to pursue the arts 
after graduation. In the past the 
organization has offered two such 
scholarships for each class, but 
they’ve had so many applicants in 
recent years that they’ve decided 
to add a third.

But the pandemic has slowed 
everything down, Cormany said, 
including fundraising.

Every year during Bristol’s 
Fourth of July parade, 5TFA 
typically holds a silent auction on 
the town green, which is one of the 
primary ways it funds the grants 
and scholarships. A big feature of 
the auction is a collection of chairs 
that have been painted by various 
local artists.

When the Bristol Fourth of 
July parade was canceled in 2020 
and 2021, 5TFA took a “big hit” 

financially, Cormany said.
Yet Cormany and company still 

managed to make thing happen 
these past two years, thanks in part 
to a Spark Connecting Community 
Grant from the Vermont 
Community Foundation and one of 
the best annual donor drives 5TFA 
has ever had.

They’ve also found new ways 
to raise funds — last summer 
they netted almost $1,000 by 
participating in the 5-Town Yard 
Sale. 

And they’ve found creative ways 
to keep the performing arts going.

Last summer they supported 
Bristol Music on the Porch, which 

featured local musicians playing 
at 13 different locations around 
town, allowing residents to walk 
around and enjoy a variety of 
music in the open air.

This winter and spring 
they’ve collaborated with 
Lawrence Memorial Library and 
Northeast Addison Television to 
present four monthly concerts 
featuring area musicians Patrick 
Fitzsimmons (January, viewable 
at https://tinyurl.com/5TFA-Fitz), 
DaddyLongLegs (Feb. 17), Va-
et-Vient (March 24) and Peter 
Sutherland and Oliver Scanlon 
(April 21).

In the future, in addition to 
supporting performing arts events, 
5TFA would like to produce some 
of its own, said board co-chair 
Rick Ceballos, a local musician 
and member of DaddyLongLegs.

That focus has already led to a 
series of local “Pop-up concerts” 
and a concert at Rocky Dale 
Gardens last year. Plans are afoot 
for other projects.

“My wheels are always spinning 
(for ideas),” Ceballos said.

For instance, in an effort to 
support emerging artists and 
musicians, 5TFA is exploring 
the possibility of collaborating 
with the Bristol Hub Teen Center 
to produce an ongoing series of 
events.

“One of our goals is to 
provide opportunities for student 
musicians — to perform for the 
first time or to open for other local 
acts,” Cormany said.

5TFA is also hoping to support 
the local poetry scene. An event 
featuring Bristol poet and visual 
artist Karla Van Vliet is already in 
the works, Cormany said, though 
she’s not sure yet whether it will 
be virtual or in-person.

Perhaps one of the biggest 
things on 5TFA’s horizon is the 
hoped-for resumption of its annual 
winter celebration at Bristol’s 
Holley Hall, which honors an 
individual in the community who 
has made invaluable contributions 
to the arts.

Honorees in recent years have 
included actor-storyteller Deborah CHILDREN WORK ON potter’s wheels a the Bristol Clay Studio, 

which is a popular program of the 5-Town Friends of the Arts.

LINDA CORMANY

THE ANNUAL 5-Town Friends of the Arts silent auction during Bristol’s Fourth of July celebration, with 
its sale of chairs that have been painted by local artists, is usually a big fundraiser for the organization.

5-Town arts  
group still 
thrives amid
challenges
‘Friends’ pivoted as 
pandemic struck

Lubar, writer-director Marianne 
Lust and singer-songwriter Pete 
Sutherland.

“We haven’t been able to gather 
like that for two years,” Cormany 
said. “But we’re waiting. The next 
one is going to be a big one,” she 
added with a laugh.

Meanwhile, 5TFA will continue 
to pursue and grow its mission.

Its current budget calls for 
providing $8,900 in grants, 
scholarships and underwriting for 
other events and services this year.

To find out more about 5-Town 
Friends of the Arts and to make a 
donation in support of its mission, 
visit 5townfriendsofthearts.org.

ADDISON COUNTY — A 
draft Climate Action Plan, 
or CAP, for Addison County 
was released this week and is 
available for public comment.

The Climate Economy 
Action Center of Addison 
County (CEAC) released the 
draft CAP on its 
website, ceacac.
org/climate-action-
planning. Members 
of the organization 
are seeking 
public review and 
comment on the 
plan.

This draft CAP 
presents goals and 
actions that can 
be taken locally to 
address the three 
biggest sources of 
Addison County’s 
g r e e n h o u s e 
gas emissions: 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 
buildings (heating/
cooling/lighting), 
and agriculture. 
The goal of the 
CAP is to reduce emissions from 
these three sectors in Addison 
County while strengthening the 
local economy. 

The plan will help to identify 
opportunities for businesses 
and other enterprises, including 
creation and support of “green 
jobs.” In addition to presenting 
new goals and strategies, the 

CAP is intended to serve as a 
blueprint that will help guide, 
coordinate, and align the 
significant ongoing climate 
efforts already taking place 
throughout Addison County.

The CAP presents a variety 
of opportunities for those who 

want to take climate 
action in Addison 
County and play a 
role in the CAP’s 
implementation.

During February 
and March 
2022, CEAC 
is encouraging 
i n d i v i d u a l s , 
b u s i n e s s e s , 
organizations and 
institutions to 
review and submit 
comments on the 
draft CAP and to 
attend upcoming 
public meetings 
about the draft 
CAP. This public 
input will be vital 
to inform the 
CAP’s finalization 

in April 2022 and to ensure its 
successful implementation. 

More information about 
the draft CAP can be found 
on CEAC’s climate action 
planning website (listed above), 
along with the public meeting 
schedule, draft CAP, public 
comment form, and FAQ. 

Input sought on county 
climate plan proposal

In addition 
to presenting 
new goals and 
strategies, the 
CAP is intended 
to serve as a 
blueprint that 
will help guide, 
coordinate, 
and align the 
significant 
ongoing climate 
efforts already 
taking place 
throughout 
Addison 
County.
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Letters
to the Editor

Dissent is an 
American virtue

Treasure hunting along the aisles

Look to our great moral teachers

We agree: Fix Act 46

(See Beerman letter, Page 5A)(See Nuovo, Page 5A)

(See Ways of Seeing, Page 5A)

The Meaning
of Life

by Victor Nuovo
 Middlebury College 
professor emeritus

of philosophy

For the past two years, grocery shopping has become 
my weekly event. During the expanded time between 
these excursions, I ponder the joys of childhood 
shopping trips. At the heart of these memories are 
people and the space they occupied. 

I was often sent down the street to Semmel’s, a 
grocery owned by an elderly couple. Mrs. Semmel 
ran the shop. Entering, I was surrounded by shelves 
lined with canned and packaged goods. Facing me, 
Mrs. Semmel stood silently, hands 
folded, all four feet, 10 inches 
of her. Only she could locate the 
evaporated milk, tomato juice and 
egg noodles I was sent for. I stated 
my needs, and Mrs. Semmel got 
to work, moving her step ladder to 
the correct locations and climbing 
up to gather what was needed. Any 
verbal exchange was minimal. 
Though I loved Mrs. Semmel’s Eastern European 
accent, I could not extract her message, and she must 
have noticed that.

She piled the items on her wooden counter and 
tallied their cost in pencil on a paper bag into which 
she then loaded my purchases. I read the amount, 
handed her a few crumpled dollars, received change, 
and headed home with my delivery.

Down the street from Semmel’s was a penny candy 
store where my friends and I ran with our allowance. 
Leaning into the glass shelves, we surveyed our choices 
— Tootsie Rolls, long licorice lace in black or red, 
sweet and sour Pixy Stix in all fl avors, Bazooka bubble 
gum with comics inside, Pez for our open-mouthed 
dispensers, miniature wax soda bottles fi lled with 

colored sugar water, tiny Almond Joys and Reese’s 
Cups. The sight of this display made us salivate and 
imagine a world fi lled with treats. Our eyes widened 
and our breath collected on the glass as we deliberated 
and discussed each option.

The shopkeeper left us alone unless the store got 
busy, and then she became impatient for us to make 
our choices. We spent the few coins in our pockets and 
skipped off, savoring our goodies all the way home. 

If one of us had enough money to 
buy a pack of paper-coated candy 
cigarettes, they shared them around. 
We held them between raised 
fi ngers, pretending to smoke and 
waving our arms fl amboyantly.

Another shop I frequented was 
the used book store owned by Mr. 
Ornstein, a bespectacled man with 
a fringe of disheveled white hair. 

He sat at a desk near the entrance, where he greeted 
customers while also, I imagined, guarding the 
coveted stack of comic books behind him, a collection 
I regularly browsed. I ventured in when I was assigned 
a grade school research project.

As I greeted Mr. Ornstein, a musty scent enveloped 
me. Standing beside him, I asked if he had any National 
Geographic articles on tropical fi sh or penguins or 
sloths. Mr. Ornstein slid up his glasses, narrowed his 
eyes and gazed up in thought. He consulted an index, 
then wove his way through the maze of books to a 
shelved collection of National Geographic magazines, 
where he came up with two or three issues.

He carried them to his desk, me trailing all the while, 

By Alice
Leeds

Ways of
Seeing

4th in a series
It is a curious fact that the two greatest 

moral teachers of the Western intellectual 
tradition — Socrates of Athens (470–399 
BCE) and Jesus of Nazareth (4 BCE–30 
CE) — wrote nothing. We know of them 
only because others remembered them and 
were so moved by their charisma and their 
fate that they memorialized them. And by so 
doing, they created new literary forms: the 
Socratic Dialogue and the Gospel.

However, these are forms of art, which, 
by their art, conceal as much as they reveal. 
After centuries of careful critical study, 
it is still not possible for any scholar to 
claim to have found the historical Socrates 
or the historical Jesus. Although there is 
ample evidence of their words and deeds, 
suffi cient to overcome any doubts that they 
ever existed, they remain hidden behind the 
veil of history.

In Socrates’s case, the veil was woven by Plato 
(427–347 BCE) with dazzling artistry, by which he 
also concealed himself, so that when you read Plato’s 
dialogues, you discover neither Socrates nor Plato, but a 
dazzling yet puzzling amalgamation of both in one of the 
most remarkable literary and philosophical achievements 
of all time. It has no rival.

In one of his dialogues, the “Apology,” which is, 
strictly speaking, not a dialogue, Plato may have lifted 
the veil. 

It should be remembered that Socrates, 
like Jesus, was a victim of political violence, 
both were murdered by the state on trumped-
up charges. Socrates did not suffer the brutal 
execution of crucifi xion. He was allowed 
to administer a deadly poison to himself; 
he died quietly in his cell, surrounded by 
friends.

In 399 BCE, Socrates was charged with 
impiety, disrespect of the Gods, which 
according to Athenian law was a crime 
punishable by death. The charge was brought 
by three citizens of Athens. Socrates was 
tried by the Athenian Council, a legislative 
and judicial body, which consisted of 500 
men. A majority vote was suffi cient to 
convict. The accusers acted as prosecutors. 
Socrates spoke in his own defense. The 
“Apology” is his defense, published by 
Plato shortly after Socrates’s death (Socrates 
addressed the council extemporaneously, as 

he says in the “Apology”). 
So, does the “Apology” present Socrates’s very words 

before the council? One can only conjecture. However, 
no one who reads it carefully can ever doubt that the voice 
that speaks for Socrates is a person in full possession of 
himself, in full possession of his moral self. This is the 
Socrates that Plato wanted posterity to remember. And 
who is this Socrates? He is a person in full possession of 
his moral self, self-confi dent, defi ant. 

I found the bold headline, 
“Teachers are instilling anti-
American sentiment” to be 
unsettling (Letters, Feb. 3). Yes, it 
summarized the gist of the letter, 
but even the writer’s assertion was 
only a question, and not very well 
supported. 

I don’t know the age of the child 
who brought the discussion home, 
but the fact that the teacher asked 
the students their opinion is not 
an indication of anti-American 
sentiment. Nor is the expressed 
opinion that the defense budget 
should be reduced an indication of 
hatred; quite the opposite. Dissent 
is not anti-American, it is how we 
stay free. 

If this is a classroom of middle 
school or older students, I think 
the teacher is doing well teaching 
students to be good critical 
thinkers and engaged citizens, 
ensuring that our country remains 
a democracy, built on more than 
military might.

Bonnie DeGray
Ripton

Columns made 
point together

Gratitude to the editor for 
placing Karl Lindholm’s “Taming 
the Cornwall Bear” Clippings 
column next to Victor Nuovo’s 
“Does God Exist?” philosophical 
column in last Thursday’s edition. 
How fortunate we Vermonters are 
to see proof of the Divine in our 
forest’s chainsaw art.

Gary Margolis
Cornwall

ACSD director 
seeks re-election

I am currently completing 
my second term on the Addison 
Central School District Board. I 
seek your support for reelection 
to a third term. I served on the 
UD#3 board 1985-2000 with six 
years as chair during the era of the 
initiation of the Australian ballot 
budget votes and the bond votes 
and building of the Middlebury 
Union Middle School and the 
major renovations to Middlebury 
Union High School.

I strongly supported 
consolidation of our elementary 
and secondary schools into 
Addison Central School District. I 
have seen the benefi ts in improved 
control of costs and the ability to 
implement a unifi ed curriculum 
(IB) in all schools in our district. 
Being able to have fl exibility 
in movement of staff within 
one district has been extremely 
important during these times. 
During the next fi ve years we 
need to continue to adapt to a 
decreasing district enrollment and 
to the expected legislative changes 
to our statewide school funding 
rules. ACSD must be prepared for 
these changes and this includes 
serious consideration of closing 
or reconfi guring schools. First and 
foremost, must be the equitable 
education of all of our children.

Our current ACSD board is a 
responsive, dedicated group of 
public servants. Amy McGlashan 
of Ripton and Mary Cullinane 
of Weybridge are outstanding 
contributors and I strongly endorse 
their reelection to the ACSD board 
and urge your support for Amy 
and Mary. 

James “Chip” Malcolm 
Middlebury 

Postal worker 
grateful to all

To all patrons of the E.M.P.O. 
(East Middlebury Post Offi ce),

As the old saying goes, “All 
good things must come to an 
end.” Due to minor medical 
circumstances, it’s fi nally time 
to retire. I’ve had a great run, 
and thanks to the USPS, I can 
retire quite comfortably and my 
husband and I plan on a cruise 
around the world! (lol).

“Find a job you love and you’ll 
never work a day in your life.” 
I’ve always said the best part of 
my job is meeting and seeing 
all the people over the counter. I 

Missed southbound  fl ight 
AN AMERICAN GOLDFINCH hangs on to the branch of a tree in Lincoln that is fi lling up with 

snow. Our birdwatcher, who keeps an eye and two ears on things around his place, told us that the 
bird goes by “Atticus G. Finch.” Must be true.

Photo by Dale Cockrell

Two weeks ago, we wrote in this space that the State Board of Education 
was off target with its effort to make it ever more diffi cult for Ripton, 
and other towns seeking to save the independence of their schools, to 
successfully withdraw from a school district whose intent is to shut 
it down. Ripton had followed the Act 46 process to withdraw, but after 
successfully surmounting those hurdles ran into a fl aw in the system that 
renders its withdrawal diffi cult if not untenable. 

In a commentary last week that rebutted our editorial, Olsen took us to 
task for suggesting the SBE had more leeway to rule on Ripton’s behalf and 
he denied the SBE was “targeting small schools for consolidation.” Rather, 
he said, in Ripton’s case, the board only had “bad options to choose from.”

We agree that the SBE had few good options, if by that Mr. Olsen meant 
choosing from neighboring districts that didn’t want to accept Ripton 
into their fold. Olsen also defended the board’s actions by suggesting the 
board’s role was narrowly defi ned and he couldn’t work outside the law. 

We counter this on two fronts: First, this is politics and the SBE is a 
political board; second, if something isn’t working, the job is to help fi x it, 
not duck, bob and weave. In short, the SBE could use its political infl uence 
to lobby for changes in the law that would strengthen the outcomes of 
schools in communities like Ripton, including Lincoln and Starksboro, but 
also towns as large as Stowe.

We remain concerned this will not happen. In comments about 
communities withdrawing from host districts, Olsen has said repeatedly, 
“We don’t want another Ripton,” and has argued for “structural guardrails 
to make sure that people are going through this (withdrawal process) in 
a really thoughtful manner,” cautioning in a recent statewide story that 
“things can go off the rails pretty quickly.”

Ripton, of course, didn’t careen off course in a moment of utopic frenzy. 
Quite the contrary. Residents spent the better part of two years agonizing 
over the potential closure of their school and debating the pros and cons of 
keeping it open. Thousands of volunteer hours were poured into the effort 
with Ripton residents well aware of potential risks and rewards. Folks in 
Lincoln and Starksboro are doing the same.

What Ripton and others didn’t count on was a system that lacked clarity 
and no viable way forward, but that is no fault of their own. Citizens should 
expect laws are written with forethought and insight. 

We were encouraged by Mr. Olsen’s comments, nonetheless, that he 
and the SBE are also “frustrated with the process” and acknowledge that 
state statutes “do not contemplate most of the thorny issues we have been 
dealing with” since the passage of Act 46. As Mr. Olsen wrote: Until such 
time as the Legislature can “fi x the law… Voters need to understand the 
current statutory framework governing withdrawals lacks clarity, has a 
number of problems, leaves kids and taxpayers vulnerable, and has no 
safeguards to ensure a good outcome.” 

The Legislature should have considered those statutes when writing the 
legislation, but did not. To that end, the House is currently considering 
more than 100 pages of amendments related to “cleaning up” Act 46. No 
doubt these are developments needed to create a more viable system, but 
ones that should be carefully monitored so that communities that treasure 
their local schools have a viable way to maintain and support them. 

In the meantime, schools caught in the middle — like Ripton, Lincoln, 
Starksboro, Stowe and others — should be granted additional time before 
districts can force closure or schools have to choose to withdraw. It’s 
simply not tenable to force either party to make those decisions when 
current rules are inadequate and are being rewritten.

Angelo Lynn 
(Editor’s note: We did not respond to Mr. Olsen in last week’s issue as readers 

have rightly argued we should not immediately rebut as it negates that argument 
without giving it time and space to percolate.)
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Sending love to UWAC

As towns prepare for Town Meeting, the Addison Independent recently 
put a spotlight on the pay of our mostly volunteer fi re departments. The 
story looked at wages and compensation in just three fi re departments 
— Middlebury, Bristol and Vergennes — and reported the pay was 
about $12 to $12.55 per hour. And that was just when fi remen were 
responding to blazes and other public safety calls (in Middlebury and 
Bristol, respectively), and $8 per hour for Vergennes fi refi ghters when 
on a call or during active training. 

Not surprisingly, in today’s tight labor market the challenge of 
recruiting volunteer fi refi ghters is signifi cant. 

Sen. Bernie Sanders’ team has also focused the spotlight on fi refi ghters 
and Sanders just introduced the Firefi ghter Staffi ng and Support Act that 
would put $12 billion over fi ve years toward recruitment.  

Towns are also coming up with their own answers. In Middlebury, the 
department is increasing the pay to $15 an hour when on active calls. In 
Bristol, pay has been extended to time members spend on training and 
other duties, netting an additional $750 for lieutenants and $4,000 for 
the chief. Total additional cost to Bristol’s budget this year would be 
$15,500, which is not a number that busts any town’s budget or stresses 
individual taxpayers. 

Such modest amounts are the least county residents should do. We 
recognize that being a member of any town fi re department is truly a 
labor of love for all who volunteer, but it’s also smart business for towns 
to demonstrate their appreciation for the services provided. 

If such provisions are on the ballot in your town at Town Meeting, or 
tucked within the budget, vote yes. If the item isn’t in the budget this 
year, discuss adding it next year.

Angelo Lynn

In year two of the worldwide pandemic, Addison County donors have 
upped their donations to area nonprofi ts at an accelerated rate. Just last 
week, the United Way of Addison County hit its $665,000 annual goal 
with fi ve months left in the campaign. That’s a turn-around from a few 
years ago when the numbers were falling just shy of the organization’s 
annual fundraising goal — a testament, perhaps, to a surprising upside of 
the pandemic: more people became aware of those in need.

Whatever the reason, it’s an accomplishment that should be trumpeted 
from the mountain tops (hence the front page story), lest we miss its 
signifi cance and fail to pause long enough to appreciate what it says 
about where we live.

Angelo Lynn
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Goshen, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

Bristol Electronics is the best! They scheduled an on-site visit 
within days of my call, had a price a week later and started work 
a week after that. They were finished in a matter of days and 
since I had a free standing array they even raked and seeded 
the area around the panels. They get top marks in everything 
and their customer service is beyond excellent. I highly 
recommend them if you want the best job for the best price! 

Lani Nichols – Goshen, Vt   

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

 

Eldercare Counseling Available
By phone: 802-388-3983

By email: elawson@elderlyservices.org

Worried About Your
Elderly Relative?

and thumbed through each one, 
leaving it open to my requested 
topic. I gazed at the images of 
fi sh or penguins or sloths, reading 
captions and mentally fi ling this 
information with what I already 
knew. Then I scanned the whole 
edition for more, the magnifi cent 
women in exotic clothing, the 
other-worldly landscapes, the 

children with delicate pierced 
earrings and sea green eyes. In 
Mr. Ornstein’s used bookstore I 
decided that taking photographs 
for National Geographic would be 
my career choice.

The physical objects of 
childhood held a magic that 
intertwined with relationships to 
the people and places of an era. 
Today, as I gather the grocery list 

and shopping bags and head out 
for another weekly run, I pause 
to anticipate the opportunities this 
outing will offer.

Alice Leeds, of Bristol, taught 
in a variety of private and public 
schools and colleges for 40  years. 
Presently retired, she tries to 
engage in some useful endeavor 
each day. She enjoys hearing from 
readers at aleeds@gmavt.net.

Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

Nuovo
(Continued from Page 4A)

This may be the source of 
Socrates’s strangeness, noted by his 
friends. He always seemed to them 
calm and self-possessed. 

To begin with, Socrates is self-
assured to the point of arrogance. 
His accusers speak lies. He will 
speak the truth. His accusers cannot 
harm him, for it is a law of nature 
that lies cannot defeat truth, nor 
the lesser person cannot harm the 
greater, and he is sure he speaks the 
truth that makes him greater than his 
accusers, who tell lies. 

Besides, the city will do more 
harm to itself by condemning 
Socrates than it does to Socrates. It 
will rid itself of its gadfl y, which is an 
essential nuisance for a healthy civil 
society. “It may be, perhaps, that you 
are annoyed, like people half asleep, 
being awakened by an insect, you 
would swat me and easily put me to 
death … But then you’d spend the 
rest of your lives asleep.”

What made Socrates annoying? 
Some background is needed to 
answer this question. Athens was a 
commercial city, ruled by its male 
elite, and their sons needed to be 
educated. There was no college or 
university in Athens (or anywhere 
else) to send them; rather elite 
families employed Sophists, teachers 
of wisdom (sophia =wisdom; 
sophos=a wise or educated person; 
sophists=a teacher of wisdom) who 
travelled from city to city. It was 
a lucrative profession. Socrates 
was not a sophist, although he 
was portrayed as one by the comic 
playwright Aristophanes (446–386 
BCE). 

However, there is no doubt he had 
a devoted following of young men 
from elite families (Plato was one of 
them), and that he instructed them; 
but as he states in the “Apology,” he 
never charged a fee. And as proof, he 
referred to his evident poverty.

want to sincerely thanks all the 
wonderful people I’ve had the 
pleasure to serve. It has truly 
been the highlight of my job and 
a true “pleasant departure from 
the ordinary.”

I also want to thank the 
awesome team I’ve had the 
pleasure of being part of — The 
Boys: 

Wayne, the best “boss” I’ve 
ever enjoyed working with. He 
was always there for me, guided, 
taught and put up with me! I 

couldn’t have asked for better. 
And Willy, my fellow clerk and 
best “Bar Back.” A team player, 
a great help and a great guy. 
Thanks for everything boys. We 
sure did have a lot of laughs. 
We’d fl y by the seat of our pants 
but we’d always land smoothly at 
the end of the day.

And thanks to the “Dynamic 
Duo” from Ripton — Laurie and 
Randy, who always made sure 
the mail went through. Laurie 
— always there when I needed a 
hand. Thank you for everything. I 

may have lost my teammates, but 
I walk away having gained my 
wonderful friends.

Again, my sincerest heartfelt 
thank you to everyone for a truly 
unforgettable and enjoyable 
experience.

I never ask for much in life. 
The only thing is to ask to be 
remembered when I am gone.

Always and with my best 
regards,

Lynne Beerman
Salisbury  

Beerman letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

Letters to the Editor

As times make fundraising hard, remember nonprofi ts
The Vermont Legislature 

recently waived the requirement 
for local candidates to obtain 
signatures on a nomination 
petition to be on the ballot due to 
the increased risk of exposure to 
COVID-19, a good decision made 
with the health and safety of our 
community in mind.

For similar reasons, United 
Way of Addison County (UWAC) 
sent a letter in September 2021 to 
selectboards countywide asking 
them to waive the petitioning 
process for nonprofi t organizations 
who request town funding. While 
many towns approved this request, 
some did not. This meant many of 
our partners collected signatures 
on Saturdays at local dumps, town 
halls, and on main streets during 
the most recent COVID surge. 

In addition to the health-related 
concerns we have around 
collecting signatures during 

a pandemic, the workforce 
shortage has made it even more 
burdensome for nonprofi ts. 
Businesses and organizations 
across our region are short-staffed, 
having diffi culty hiring, and 
their workload has increased 
substantially due to the pandemic. 
There simply are not enough boots 
on the ground to meet the demand. 

Nonprofi ts employ one in 
seven Vermont workers, making 
the nonprofi t sector the largest 
industry in the state after the 
government. We are pleased 
that Vermont’s commitment to 
health and safety is a priority. 
As we move forward, rebuild 
and reimagine, we must work 
collaboratively to achieve a 
more comprehensive approach 
to strengthen our communities, 
decrease disparities and promote 
equity. We hope this will include 
remembering our local nonprofi ts 

when considering increasing 
health and safety measures.

Jesse Brooks, UWAC Director 
of Advocacy

With support from:
Rachel Lee Cummings, 

Counseling Service of Addison 
County; Natalie Reigle, Vermont 

Adult Learning; Jennifer 
Mayhew, Turning Point Recovery 

Center of Addison County; Jim 
Moulton, Tri-Valley Transit; Elise 

Shanbacker, Addison County 
Community Trust; Christina 

Grier, WomenSafe; Amie 
Whitcomb, Bristol Family Center; 

Maureen Conrad, Home Health 
and Hospice; Sharon Lifschutz, 

Lund; Susan Whitmore, John 
Graham Housing & Services; 

Mary Dodge, Addison County 
Readers Inc.; Sara Wool, Age 

Well; and Linda January, Otter 
Creek Child Center

Where does community live? Schools one answer
We place a high value on 

our sense of community, and 
maintaining strong communities, 
but what are we getting at when 
we speak of community? There 
is lots of agreement that our 
communities are fragmented and 
frayed these days, and plenty of 
reasons why that is so. Where 
once we had a few trusted news 
sources to choose from we now 
have as many “news feeds” as 
news seekers. Our media choices 
are as varied as our points of 
view. The social structures that 
held our communities together, 
churches, clubs, workplaces 
and tight neighborhoods, have 
lost a lot of their magnetic pull.  
There are still many things that 
give us a sense of belonging, of 
being part of something bigger 
than ourselves. If we are lucky 
we have family, friends or a 
vibrant work culture or volunteer 
endeavors that keep us connected 
to others, but particularly in this 
COVID era (has it been going on 
long enough to call it an era yet?), 
it’s easy to feel disconnected 
and isolated. So where is our 
community to be found, where 
do our shared responsibility and 
sense of purpose converge? 

For many of us living in the 
small towns of Addison County, 
the locus of community is without 
a doubt our elementary schools. 
In my town of Starksboro, 
Robinson School is where 
educators and kids, mentors and 
mentees and families across the 
community all converge. What 
more important work is there for 

us to do together than to educate 
the next generation? The fact that 
our local elementary schools are 
for the most part publicly funded 
makes this shared responsibility 
all the more important. Here 
children from all the families in 
our town come together. Like 
many towns across Vermont, 
Robinson School is the vibrant 
heart of our small town. By 
nurturing these diverse and 
particular kids we are, one way 
or another, shaping our very own 
future. 

None of the work that goes on 
in our schools is easy, nor are 
all the experiences uniformly 
wonderful. Our schools mirror 
our society, and the ills and 
divisiveness that currently abound 
in the culture at large are often 
refl ected and even magnifi ed in 
our schools. All the more reason 
to hold our schools and especially 
our elementary schools close. 
The mutually inspiring volunteer 
ethos that pervades Robinson 
School renews and strengthens 
the bonds between the school and 
the community on a daily basis. 
The more we invest our attention 
and our time in our schools, 
whether as volunteers, coaches, 
mentors, concerned taxpayers 
or school board members, 
the stronger our schools and 
communities will be.  

So it shouldn’t be a surprise 
that many of us, current parents 
of school aged children, parents 
who have watched their kids go 
through the school, or the many 
volunteers and aids and teachers 

who work in these community 
schools, are passionate in our 
defense of these places, of our 
community schools.  

The recent decline in enrollment 
across the state doesn’t need to be 
the end of the story. As a number 
of contributors to these pages have 
pointed out, there are ways we can 
utilize portions of our schools for 
other needed community functions 
if we are creative, resourceful 
and patient enough. The infl ux of 
out-of-staters drawn to the high 
quality of life in Vermont offers 
another remedy for the enrollment 
issue.

In Starksboro there is a group 
of citizens strongly advocating 
to keep our elementary school 
open, and retain the right of 
determination of our school’s 
future. This right of decision 
that our fi ve towns have — that 
no school shall be closed 
without a town vote — is 
clearly stated in the MAUSD 
Articles of Association. We are 
concerned that the merger talks 
with Addison Northwest could 
lead to the loss of this right of 
decision.  If you would like to 
sign an online petition in support 
of Robinson Elementary School 
and you are a Starksboro resident, 
you can visit the Starksboro 
Save Our School (SOS) 
website, sites.google.com/view/
starksboro-save-our-schools, 
or you can go directly to the 
petition: secure.everyaction.com/
b70FopCPmEKT_79sLTL2nA2.

Louis duPont
Starksboro

Racism is getting worse, and time to act is now
I was born in 1943 and in the 

1960s I became aware of what 
racism meant. Martin Luther 
King crystalized, at least to 
me, the devastation that Black 
Americans had endured for more 
than a century. I was optimistic 
that King’s leadership would 
forge a change in America. And, 
for a time, maybe a decade or so 
(mid-’60s to mid-’70s), racism 
seemed to be on the wane. 

Oh, how naive I was. The 
evil machinations of racism, 
unfortunately, continue to thrive. 
Gerrymandering is in full force 
with the unexpressed (but very 
real) objective of making it even 
more diffi cult for non-whites to 
make their vote count. A tiny 

fraction (only 1%) of Fortune 
500 companies have Black 
CEOs. In the NFL only 6.25% 
(two) have Black head coaches. 
That’s interesting since 57.5% of 
the players are black. 

It’s 2022 and we are still living 
in a highly segregated society. 
There is no doubt in my mind 
that Trumpism has been a factor 
that “allowed” racists to express 
their views. Hey, if Trump 
(when president) could condone 
Charlottesville, then a lot of 
green lights burst on the scene. 
Yeah, it was OK to be a racist. 
It was OK to condone thuggery. 
And, it was OK to subvert our 
election process. 

Trump unleashed a plethora of 

nasty desires that, in my view, 
had one major objective: White 
Dominance ... just like the old 
days … well, it’s time for a 
change. 

No time like the present. 
Get involved. And, one of the 
toughest things to do is to NOT 
tolerate racist quips, jokes or 
innuendos. Yes, make it clear, 
at the moment the quip/joke/
innuendo is delivered, that you 
do not tolerate that sentiment. 
Doing that, in my experience, 
is quite effective and may even 
prompt refl ection on the part of 
the “jokester.”

Bill Brown
Bristol

In fact, if we take the “Apology” 
to be true, Socrates did not teach, 
he cross-examined. On Socrates’s 
account, Chaerephon, an old friend 
of Socrates, enquired of the oracle 
at Delphi who was the wisest man 
of all, and was told it was Socrates. 
Socrates was amazed, for he did not 
believe himself wise. Yet, the oracle 
had divine authority. 

Socrates decided to test the 
oracle. He went about Athens in 
search of men who were wiser than 
he. He circulated among the elite, 
businessmen and tradesmen and 
teachers, and found that although 
they knew much about their trade, 
they supposed from this that they 
were wise in everything else. 
And yet, on cross-examination by 
Socrates, it proved that this was not 
so. From all this, Socrates concluded 
that the oracle was true, not because 
he knew so much, but because 
he knew that he was ignorant, 
especially of such knowledge that 
would count as Wisdom. And by 

this admission he proved himself 
wiser than other Athenians. To 
those he cross-examined, mostly 
prominent members of the Athenian 
elite, he was taken to be an annoying 
eccentric. Some thought him a 
danger to civil society, for their sons, 
who became followers of Socrates, 
were learning what they perceived 
to be the subversive art of critical 
reasoning; they were becoming 
philosophers.

The practice of cross-examination, 
as Socrates conceived it, was 
supposed to be applied not only to 
others, but also to oneself, indeed 
above all to oneself. As he put it: 
“The unexamined life is not worth 
living.” For it is by self examination 
we discover our moral selves. 
Socrates discovered the moral self, 
the inner voice of conscience. As 
Shakespeare put it: “This above all: 
to thine own self be true.”

Socrates believed the voice of 
conscience was divine. Perhaps it is. 
To be continued.

VT’s bottle bill overdue for update: Back new law
Pass H.175, the Bottle Bill, 

and bring Vermont into the 21st 
century.

Vermont’s House of 
Representatives passed an 
important piece of legislation 
last year, that updates the state’s 
container redemption program 
known as the Bottle Bill. The 

legislation expands the Bottle 
Bill program to include wine and 
non-carbonated drinks like water, 
iced tea, sports drinks, and juice in 
aluminum, glass and PET plastics.

Under the current Bottle Bill 
system, Vermonters pay an extra 
nickel for every bottle or can of 
beer or soda purchased and get 

the money back when they return 
the empty container. The program 
has been an incredible success 
since it was passed. Not only has 
it reduced litter, but it has also 
been responsible for recycling 
more than 10 billion beverage 
containers.

(See Butz letter, Page 8A)

Letters can be found on 4A, 5A and 8A.



PAGE 6A — Addison Independent, Thursday, February 10, 2022

FUNERAL
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
CREMATION
PRE-PLANNING   

SERVICES

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
802-453-2301

VERGENNES
802-877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 92 years | 1930-2022

57 Main St., New Haven   |   802-453-3433 
CleggsMemorials.com    |   info@cleggsmemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Dra� ing  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast 

Cleaning   •   Foundations
Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE
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A Celebration of Life, for those left behind, helps those 
family members and friends with closure. Even though 

your loved one says “I just want to be cremated – no 
funeral,” they forget the Celebration of Life service is 

not for them, but for the ones left behind. A service is a 
healthy way to say good-bye.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home 
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT 

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Cremation
with a Service

254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven (Route 7)  |  P.O. Box 754, Middlebury 05753  |  ACHHH.org

Volunteers are the Heart of Hospice Care
THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS 

For being the Heart of Addison County Home Health & Hospice!  
You make the world a better place and we love you for it.  

Happy Valentine’s Day!

If you are a trained volunteer or a prospective volunteer who seeks training, we would love to talk to you! 
We are seeking full-time, part-time, or any-time volunteers.

We are also seeking volunteers with special skills that could provide comfort to our patients, including Reiki, massage,
music therapy, acupressure, certified therapy dog visits, and more!

To learn more about giving back to Addison County, please contact Heather Barry at 802-388-7259 or hmbarry@achhh.org.

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Maurice H. Ball, 80, formerly of North Ferrisburgh

VILLENNES, France — Mina 
Catton passed away gracefully on 
Monday, Jan. 17, 2022, outside 
of Paris, France, where she had 
resided the last few years. Mina 
had spent several years with her 
son’s family under the watchful 
eyes of her adored daughter-in-law 
Agnès, who lovingly and untiringly 
eased the diffi culties of dealing 
with dementia. Mina had lived 
independently until her late 80s fi rst 
in her beloved Vermont and then 
on the Jersey shore near family. 
Her heart however was always in 
Cornwall, sitting at her kitchen 
table gazing out over pristine fi elds 
toward the Adirondacks. As much 
as she appreciated New Jersey 
and France, she was an adopted 
Vermonter and loved its people, her 
neighbors, and its progressive yet 
calm lifestyle.

Mina enjoyed learning — and 
teaching — albeit in her own way. 
Whether it was talking with John 
Wetmore about wood pieces he was 
working on, or with someone who 
had chanced to stop by the house, 
she took an interest in things far 
and wide. Mina was never afraid of 
a drive up to the Snow Bowl in any 
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season with a friend or relative or on 
an unexplored road, an adventure 
not knowing where it would lead. 
She was an avid reader and was 
capable of making her way through 
opera libretti in foreign languages, 
Verdi being a special favorite.

Her persistence enabled her to 
accomplish many a seemingly 
insurmountable task and she was 
at her best faced with puzzles 
(including Sunday New York Times
acrostics). Inside or outdoors, she 

was good company. What made her 
most happy however was simply 
trying to please those around her. 
And above all being a mother to her 
adored children and grandchildren.

Mina leaves behind her son 
David and wife Agnès and their 
children Owen and Diane; also her 
sister Joan of Portland, Ore.; and 
numerous nieces, nephews and 
their offspring. Had she been able to 
remain in Vermont in the innovative 
house designed by her nephew 
Steven Hurtt, she would have done 
so. Mina loved Vermont’s seasons, 
although for much of her adult 
life she also spent her summers 
in a special place on Crystal Lake 
in northern Michigan (where her 
daughter Kitty is buried).

The Catton family has always 
felt enduring ties to Cornwall 
and the kind souls who helped us 
along our way there. In Kitty’s and 
Mina’s memory, the family would 
encourage anyone who would like 
to contribute to do so to the Friends 
of Ilsley Library, possibly noting 
that it should be used to further teen 
reading. There will be no service. 
Anyone wishing to contact us may 
do so at email: catton@orange.fr.◊

NORTH FERRISBURGH —  
Maurice H. ball of Auburn, Maine, 
passed away from complications due 
to COVID-19 and heart failure on 
Jan. 10, 2022. 

He was born Feb. 20, 1941, 
In Burlington, Vt. He attended 
local schools and graduated from 
Vergennes Union High School. He 

worked on many country farms. He 
moved to Bradford, Vt., for work. He 
met and married Joyce Downing and 
they one son, Patrick. He worked 
at several saw mills in Vermont an 
New Hampshire. Later he moved to 
Maine. 

He is predeceased by his parents, 
Donald and Leah Ball, brother 

Michae l, and a nephew, Corbit 
Palmer of North Ferrisburgh. He is 
survived by a sister, Kathy Palmer; 
brothers Calvin and Marvin; wife 
Ellie; and his son, Patrick Ball.

A gathering for friends and family 
will be held at the North Ferrisburgh 
United Methodist Church on Feb. 27 
at 2 p.m. 

HILTON HEAD, S.C.  — Beloved 
mother and grandmother Elinor 
Helene Belanus, 96, died Monday, 
Feb. 7, 2022.

She was born and raised in and 
around New York City and retained 
traces of her accent her whole life. 
She married Albert James Belanus 
Jr. on Dec. 10, 1949, and they 
moved from suburban Northern 
New Jersey to rural Bridport, Vt. 
in 1965. She became a widow and 
single mom to daughters Betty Jane 
Belanus and Barbara Jean Belanus 
McFadden at age 42. 

She is survived by her daughters, 
son-in-law Stephen J. Francis, and 
granddaughter Mary Elinor Francis, 
as well as her stepsister, Mary 
Louise Carroll, and grandnephew 

ELINOR HELENE BELANUS

Robby Carroll.
A lifelong learner, she earned her 

Associates Degree from Castleton 
College in 1970, partially through 
receiving credits for life experience, 
including gardening and serving on 
the local school board in Addison 
County, Vt., and on the board of 
directors of her local credit union in 
Vermont. After her move to Hilton 
Head she also served as treasurer 
and secretary of the local AARP 
chapter.

She was step-great-grandmother 
(“GG”) to Myles and Luke 
McFadden and Kelly and Sean 
Feibusch.

Elinor retired from Vermont to 
Hilton Head Island in 1988. She 
loved shopping, gardening, dogs, 

holiday celebrations, and fl owers 
(especially carnations). She was a 
great cook, passing on culinary skills 
to her daughters and granddaughter, 
and enjoyed dining out.

Funeral mass will be held on 
Tuesday, Feb. 15, at St. Francis by 
the Sea Catholic Church at 10 a.m. 
In lieu of sending fl owers, donations 
may be made to Hospice of Low 
Country.◊

Elinor Helene Belanus, 96, formerly of Bridport

MIDDLEBURY — Ed Webbley 
passed from this life on an October 
afternoon in his apartment at 
The Residence at Otter Creek. 
Holding his hand was an EMT, 
appropriately a former high school 
teacher — English, of course. A 
couple generations of students from 
Vermont, Missouri and Florida lost 
a teacher, coach, mentor, advocate 
and, in many cases, friend. Teachers 
lost an ally in building learner-
centered schools. Wrestlers, football 
and rugby players lost a poet-
warrior.

Born in Melrose, Mass., in 
1954 and raised from age 11 in 
Passumpsic, Vt., Ed was nurtured 
by a family with roots in Wales and 
Scotland, Middlebury, Maine, and 
the Northeast Kingdom. His formal 
education began at the St. Johnsbury 
Academy, where the three-sport 
student-athlete excelled. Not being 
one of a number of classmates 
accepted at his fi rst choice colleges, 
he was all set to “work a woodlot” 
until a school counselor interceded. 

He spent three semesters at 
Washington and Jefferson College 
before transferring to the University 
of Vermont to play football, the 
year before UVM dropped the sport 
forever. He also transferred to marry 
his high school sweetheart, Carrie 
Ann Moran, on Christmas Eve 
1973. He headed to graduate school, 
teaching and coaching in western 
Missouri. Divorced in 1980, he 
married Rebecca Kasten in 1982. 
Divorced again, Ed then married 
his third wife, Dottie, in 1987. This 
marriage to a fellow educator and 
member of the Provenzano family 
gifted him a treasured stepson, 
Michael; a beautiful daughter, 
Megan; and a lifetime of stories 
related to his in-laws’ recognizing 
family and correcting fl aws in “The 
Sopranos.”

After teaching and coaching at 
Platte County High School, Ed and 
Dottie returned to St. Johnsbury to 
join in caring for his aging parents 
and a 10-year stint as a teacher, 
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coach and dorm proctor at his alma 
mater, where Megan was born. He 
earned his master’ s degree with 
distinction from the Bread Loaf 
School of English. 

During his seven years at Bellows 
Free Academy in St. Albans, he 
taught, coached and transitioned 
into administration. Following two 
years as assistant principal at Essex 
High School and one as a middle 
school principal in Boca Raton, Fla., 
he arrived at Vergennes Union High 
School in 2005. During nine years 
there, he spearheaded a student-
centered, teacher-led transition from 
seat-time to performance-based 
expectations. His work resulted in 
his being named Vermont’s 2010 
Principal of the Year. Following 
a year as co-principal at Danville 
High School, he retired.

The impact of Ed’s learner-
centered teaching — in literature 
and civics classrooms, on the 
fi eld or mat, in his offi ce and the 
hallways — is refl ected in myriad 
spontaneous entries on his Facebook 
page. School hallways echoed when 
Ed, standing on his desk, elucidated 
Shakespeare or Billy Collins, 
although he was as fond of quoting 
J. Wellington Wimpy as of Seamus 
Heaney, Wendell Berry or Chaucer 
— sometimes in Middle English. 
The Facebook entries verify that he 
successfully delivered life lessons 

to his son and to his St. Johnsbury, 
BFA, and Platte County High 
School athletes. Incidents of Ed’s 
recognizing individual students’ 
needs and meeting them abound. 
His passion for literature, poetry, 
writing and his students was never 
in doubt. He was a master in the 
practice of giving multiple chances.

Both a storyteller and a writer, Ed 
was proud of his poetry and short 
stories. Although his most recent 
work was a chapbook published 
by ZigZag magazine, his widest 
publication, sadly, was the obituary 
for Megan. Posted in the Oct. 7, 
2019, edition of Seven Days, it was 
republished and refl ected upon in 
media across the country and in 
Britain. Pleased that the issue of 
maternal rights for addicted mothers 
was receiving wide attention, he 
was greatly amused at the irony of 
his thoughts being reported on Fox 
News.

His life was shaped by his 
families — both birth and married 
— and by sport: He loved playing 
rugby and baseball, even though 
his biggest successes were with 
wrestling and football. His brother 
affi rms his lifelong passion for 
the Patriots and Red Sox. His 
worldview was shaped by the 
English language, Congregational 
theology (he ultimately identifi ed as 
a devout secular humanist), and the 
disparity between haves and have-
nots. In 2017, he lost his fi rst wife, 
Carrie, whom he had remarried nine 
years before, and Megan in 2019. 
These losses contributed to the 
degradation of his physical health. 
Although he died of natural causes, 
many know he died of a broken 
heart. Through this time, he was 
sustained by his writing, the thread 
of music through his life, and the 
attention of online and in-person 
friends, Carol and Tom Spencer in 
particular.

Among the legion of students, 
colleagues and Facebook friends, 
Ed leaves his brother Ken, son 
Michael Henderson and beloved 
grandchildren: Logan Cash 
Clements Darah, Quinton Webbley, 
Angelina Thibeault, Jackson 
Finnley Michael Ringey and his 
Ringey siblings.

A public celebration of Ed’s life 
will occur at Willowell (willowell.
org) in Monkton, April 30, noon to 
2 p.m. Donations can be made to 
the Vermont Young Writers Project 
(youngwritersproject.org/support).◊

Mina Sweeney Catton, 95, former Addison County resident

BRIDPORT — Richard L. Lilly, 
89, died Monday evening, Feb. 7, 
2022, at Helen Porter Healthcare 
and Rehabilitation Center.

He was born Oct. 11, 1932, in 
Orwell, the son of the late Milo and 
Marjorie Lilly. He married the late 
Shirley (Giard) Lilly on June 18, 
1955.

Richard was a veteran of the 
Korean Era, serving his country 
in Germany. He was an honorary 
member of the Bridport Fire 
Department, a charter member of 
the Bridport Sno Birds, lifetime 
member and past director of VAST, 
and a member of the Middlebury 
American Legion Post 27  and the 
Bridport Historical Society.

He was an avid gardener who 
loved to share his bountiful yield 
with family and friends for many 
years, up until last season when 
he turned his garden over to 
granddaughter-in-law Michelle and 
family. He enjoyed snowmobiling, 
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tractor pulling, and keeping his 
lawn in a pristine appearance.

He is survived by his two sons, 
Craig and wife Alana Lilly of 
Bridport and Jared Lilly of Eden, 
Vt.; by grandchildren, John, 
Michelle, Morgan, and Joe;  and 
his great-grandchildren that were 

Richard H. Lilly, 89, of Bridport
joys of his life, Cooper, Nora, and 
Owen. He also leaves his sister, 
Harriet Vail of New Lebanon, 
N.Y., and brother-in-law and sister-
in-law, Joe and Barbara DeGray 
of Bridport, and several nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

He was predeceased by his 
wife, Shirley, parents, and siblings 
Charlene, Edith, Judy and Carl.

A Mass of Christian burial will 
be celebrated on Saturday, Feb. 19, 
at 10 a.m., at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church with the Rev. Luke Austin 
as the celebrant.

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Bridport Fire 
Department at PO Box 27 Bridport, 
VT 05734, or to Addison County 
Home Health and Hospice at PO 
Box 754 Middlebury, VT 05753.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of Sanderson-Ducharme 
Funeral Home. Online condolences 
at www.sandersonfuneralservice.
com.◊

Edwin Webbley, 68, of Middlebury
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an extraordinary amount of work, 
including, among other things, 
obtaining and working with 
school district data to researching 
governance models to crafting a 
proposal that will win community 
support.

The new process proposed by the 
VSBE on Jan. 26 required 17 pages 
to explain, 14 of which describe 
requirements that need to be met 
before step one of the existing 
process could unfold.

A m o n g 
the VSBE 
suggestions:

• A 
town wanting to 
withdraw would 
request — by 
submitting a 
petition containing 
signatures from 
at least 5% of the 
voters in each and 
every district town 
— the formation 
of a “withdrawal 
study committee.”

• T h e 
district school 
board would 
appoint members 
to this committee 
and the district 
supe r in t enden t 

would be put in charge of it.
• The committee would spend a 

year to 18 months 
studying the 
proposal and its 
potential impacts.

• If the 
c o m m i t t e e 
approves the 
withdrawal plan 
it must prepare 
a highly detailed 
report, present 
it to the school 
board and submit 
it to the Secretary 
of Education.

• The State 
Board of 
Education would 
have to approve 
the plan before it 
could be considered by voters. 

“We want to make sure that 
there’s a good process that results 
in a good outcome,” VSBE chair 
Oliver Olsen told VT Digger last 
week. “And that well-intentioned 
people don’t get themselves — and 
most importantly, their kids — into 
trouble.”

“That’s incredibly patronizing,” 
Forlenza told the Independent, 
pointing to the study, analysis and 

WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY
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David Wimett, 35 Years Experience
C. Michael Jackman, 40 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2014 SUBARU OUTBACK 
Limited, 4-Cyl, Auto, AWD, 99k Miles

$17,995
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USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
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2018 SUBARU FORESTER 
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BRIDPORT — Stephen J. Clodgo 
Sr., a lifelong resident of Addison 
County, died unexpectedly at home 
on Feb. 6, 2022, at the age of 66. 

Steve is survived by his children, 
Jessica (Matthew) Hribar and 
Stephen J. Clodgo Jr. (April), his 
mother Lucille (Collette) Clodgo, 
three siblings Larry, Linda, and 
Joel, two grandchildren Jason and 
Nicholas Clodgo, and his longtime 
partner Mary Jane Ingram. Steve is 
predeceased by his father Alfred J. 
Clodgo Jr., his brother Gary, brother 
David, his former wife and mother 
of his children Donna Hance and 
their first infant child.

Steve was born on May 31,1955 
in Middlebury, Vermont, to Alfred 
Clodgo Jr. and Lucille (Collette) 
Clodgo. He grew up in Bristol, 
where his lifelong journey of service 
began. In his youth, Steve was an 
altar server and a Boy Scout. His 
troop thought so highly of him and 
his character that he was awarded 
the Owl Scout Patch.

After graduation from high school 
in 1974, Steve joined the U.S. Navy 
as a Mess Management Specialist 
(Chef) and served on the U.S.S. 
Talbot, a guided missile frigate 
where he served in the Middle 
East and Mediterranean Sea. In 
1979, he was awarded the Navy 
Expeditionary Medal for his period 
of service in the Middle East.

Steve married Donna in 1978 
welcoming the first of their children 
shortly thereafter. Steve received 
an honorable discharge from the 
U.S. Navy in 1980. Continuing his 
desire to serve the public, Steve 
volunteered as an EMT in Bristol 
for over 20 years and served as a 
police officer in Bristol and then in 
Vergennes later in his career.

Shortly after leaving military 

STEPHEN J. CLODGO
service, Steve worked for 
Simmonds Precision in Vergennes 
as a machinist. This career spanned 
twenty years. He then returned to his 
love of cooking, where he worked 
for local restaurants to include being 
the Executive Chef at Dog Team 
Tavern and then ending his working 
career at Camp Keewaydin, where 
he managed dining facilities for 
two youth camp programs. Steve 
loved all things outdoors and in his 
free time he could usually be found 
hunting, fishing, or camping.

Calling hours will be held at 
Brown McClay Funeral Home in 
Bristol, Vt., on Monday, Feb. 14, 
from 5-7 p.m. A Mass of Christian 
burial will be celebrated on Tuesday, 
Feb. 15, at Saint Ambrose Catholic 
Church in Bristol. A burial with 
military honors will be held at 
Mount Saint Joseph’s Cemetery in 
the Spring of 2022.

In lieu of flowers, please send 
donations in Steve’s name to the 
Pawsitivity Service Dogs, an 
organization that provides service 
dogs to veterans and families in need 
— www.pawsitivityservicedogs.
com. ◊

Stephen J. Clodgo, 66, of Bridport

Rebecca Larson, 66, of Colchester
COLCHESTER — Rebecca 

Larson, died on Feb. 1, 2022, at 
McClure Miller Respite House. 

She was born Feb. 26, 1955, in 
New Haven, Conn., and returned 
to Brattleboro, Vt., for the rest of 
her childhood. She graduated from 
Brattleboro Union High School 
and attended Oberlin College for 
one year. 

She spent her adult life struggling 

with the effects of mental illness. 
She leaves two families: Beverly 
and Bruce Richardson, with whom 
she lived for over thirty years, 
David Larson, Bill and Kristin 
Benton, Paul and Janice Ballou, 
and Mary Beth Koch. 

The family wishes to extend their 
thanks to the folks at the Respite 
House for their kind, professional 
care.

EAST MIDDLEBURY — 
Richard “Dick” Collitt of East 
Middlebury died on Feb. 5, 
2022, after a long illness. Born in 
Harrisburg, Pa., on March 25, 1943, 
the son of George and Geraldine 
Pomeroy Collitt, he attended schools 
in Harrisburg and graduated from 
Bucknell University in 1965.

He went into banking in 
Philadelphia, where he met and 
married the love of his life, Susan 
Eggmore, in 1969. Sue and 
Dick decided to travel the road 
less traveled and purchased the 
Ripton Country Store in 1976 and 
thoroughly enjoyed the store and 
their neighbors in Ripton until their 
retirement in 2018.

Dick enjoyed hunting and fishing, 
riding around in his WWII weapons 
carrier, walking and cross country 
skiing trails in Ripton, riding his 
bike, and going to the Middlebury 
Dog Park.

Dick is survived by his wife 
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Richard “Dick” Collitt, 78, former 
Ripton Country Store owner

Susan; son Michael and wife Alison 
and their children Ashley and Owen; 
and son Matthew and wife Merry 
and their children Robert, Richard 
and Lily.

We are grateful for the help and 
care provided by Stephanie Stoddard 
and the rest of the hospice team.

There will be no services.◊

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
LINCOLN/STARKSBORO — 

A trio of local community school 
advocates testifying before the 
House Education Committee last 
week expressed grave concerns 
about some of the Act 46 updates 
recently proposed by the Vermont 
State Board of Education (VSBE), 
particularly those governing a 
town school’s withdrawal from its 
school district.

Lincoln resident Jim Warnock 
and Starksboro 
resident Herb 
Olson testified on 
Feb. 1. They were 
followed the day 
after by Lincoln 
s e l e c t b o a r d 
member Paul 
Forlenza.

All three 
took umbrage 
not only at the 
VSBE’s proposed 
amendments to 
Act 46, but also 
at the way they’ve 
been publicly 
framed by VSBE 
Chair Oliver 
Olsen and others. 

Two Addison 
County towns 
initiated the 
school district withdrawal process 
last year — Ripton, which recently 
formally separated from the 
Addison Central School District, 
and Lincoln, whose voters 
overwhelmingly approved a plan to 
withdraw from the Mount Abraham 
Unified School District, a plan that 
now awaits ratification from the 
four other MAUSD member towns 
on Town Meeting Day.

As it stands now, the withdrawal 
process involves:

• winning approval for 
withdrawal from a town’s voters 
and from voters in each of the other 
school district towns.

• earning conditional approval 
for the plan from the VSBE.

• working out an “exit 
agreement” that’s acceptable to the 
school district.

• electing a new school board, 
winning voter approval for a 
budget and hiring staff.

• as directed or permitted by 
the VSBE, joining an existing 
supervisory union, creating a new 
supervisory union or forming an 
independent supervisory district.

• operating the school under 
new governance.

The process, as Lincoln and 
Ripton officials can attest, involves 

School advocates reject proposed Act 46 rewrite 
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preparation that preceded Lincoln’s 
August 2021 vote to withdraw from 
the MAUSD, not to mention all of 
the work that has proceeded from 
that vote. Some 
of the work was 
done by a citizen 
group called 
“Save Community 
Schools,” or SCS.

As Forlenza 
told the House 
E d u c a t i o n 
Committee, “SCS 
a c c o m p l i s h e d 
many of the 
requirements of 
the withdrawal 
section (proposed 
by VSBE).” It 
“made the case 
to the community 
of the value of 
community K-6 
schools, how to 
staff the Lincoln school, what 
a budget would be and the tax 
impact to Lincoln of withdrawing. 
MAUSD provided the tax impact 
analysis for the other four towns 
of Lincoln withdrawing ... 
SCS consulted with several ex-
superintendents, had discussions 
with the MAUSD Superintendent, 
Business Manager and Board and 
community members, educators 
and parents in putting together a 
plan for establishing a single school 

district external to 
MAUSD.”

Along similar 
lines, Warnock 
testified that 
“the decision to 
withdraw was 
not a capricious, 
emotional act 
but a deeply 
discussed, difficult 
and carefully 
r e s e a r c h e d 
response to 
the very real 
p o s s i b i l i t y 
of losing our 
elementary school 
to closure or 
some form of 

repurposing.”
After explaining the process 

and status of Lincoln’s withdrawal 
movement, Warnock concluded by 

suggesting that “any legislation on 
withdrawal cannot have retroactive 
application to a town already in the 
process with reliance on the existing 

statutes. To 
enforce retroactive 
application would 
truly reverberate 
throughout our 
state as a clear 
violation of public 
trust.”

In his testimony 
the same day, 
Olson, a former 
attorney on 
the Vermont 
L e g i s l a t i v e 
Council and 
co-organizer of 
Starksboro Save 
Our Schools, an 
organization also 
considering a 
withdrawal from 

the MAUSD, offered to work with 
the House Education Committee’s 
legislative counsel on the VSBE 
proposal.

“Unfortunately, the legislative 
draft proposed by the State Board 
of Education does not address the 
needs for clarity (regarding mergers 
and withdrawals), and instead 
makes the entire (withdrawal) 
process far more time-consuming, 
uncertain, and susceptible to 
arbitrary decision-making,” Olson 
said. “Faced with the standards and 
procedures proposed in the State 
Board’s draft legislation, I doubt 
that any town would ever think it 
possible to withdraw from a union 
or unified district, even if there 
were good reasons to do so.”

Olson also commented on the 
VSBE’s top-down approach.

“It would be ironic in the extreme 
if Vermont, with its reputation 
for a vibrant democracy, would 
accept a proposal to silence local 
democracy on such a fundamental 
issue as where young students 
should learn,” Olson said. “Why 
would we not trust parents and 
residents with the most direct 
understanding of their students’ 
education to decide what is in their 
best interests?”

The House Education Committee 
is still taking testimony on the 
issue. 

“We want to make 
sure that there’s a 
good process that 
results in a good 
outcome and that 
well-intentioned 
people don’t get 
themselves — and 
most importantly, 
their kids — into 
trouble.”
—Vermont State Board 

of Education Chair 
Oliver Olsen

“The decision 
to withdraw was 
not a capricious, 
emotional act but a 
deeply discussed, 
difficult and 
carefully researched 
response to 
the very real 
possibility of losing 
our elementary 
school to closure 
or some form of 
repurposing.”

— Jim Warnock

ADDISON  COUNTY School Briefs
With a quality point average of 

3.30 or higher, Isadora Luksch of 
Middlebury has been named to the 
University of Rhode Island’s fall 
2021 dean’s list.

Three local students were named 
to the dean’s list at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute in Worcester, 
Mass: Elinor Ross of Brandon, 
who is majoring in Electrical and 
Computer Engineering; Aerospace 
Engineering major Reagan 
Kayhart of North Ferrisburgh; 
and Arden Carling of Starksboro, 
who is majoring in Electrical and 
Computer Engineering.

The criteria for the WPI dean’s 
list differs from that of most other 
universities as WPI does not 
compute a grade point average 
(GPA). Instead, WPI defines the 
dean’s list by the amount of work 
completed at the A level in courses 
and projects.

The following students have 
been named to the dean’s list at the 
University of New Hampshire for 
the fall 2021 semester: 

High honors: Rebecca Laurent 
of Bristol, Sadie Thomas of Bristol, 
Brianna Bernstein of Orwell, and 
Emily Nottonson of Vergennes.

Honors: Olivia Audet of 
Cornwall and Christopher Boyer of 
Monkton.
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In recent years, however, 
Vermont has begun to fall behind 
the nine other states that have kept 
pace with the development of new 
beverages like teas, sports drinks 
and water in single serving plastic 
bottles. For instance, Vermont’s 
Bottle Bill covers only 46% of 
the beverage containers sold 
here, while Maine’s law covers 
91 percent. Nearly every bottle 
bill state has updated its program 
to include more containers than 
Vermont, including Oregon, 
Hawaii, California, New York and 
Connecticut, all covering at least 
77% of beverages sold in their 
states.

Vermont’s Bottle Bill was 
enacted in 1972, liquor bottles 
were added in 1991, otherwise 
the bill hasn’t changed. The 1972 
nickel deposit would be worth 30 
cents now if we had updated for 
inflation. Originally, as written, 
the new bill would have increased 
the deposit to a dime, but that 

provision was written out.
We know that the bottle bill 

works to reduce roadside waste. 
And consumers know that when 
they purchase a deposit beverage 
they will get their money back, it’s 
completely transparent. And, the 
manufacturers of new containers 
depend on the deposit system to 
provide the materials to make 
new containers. In fact some 
states require that new containers 
contain as much as 30% recycled 
materials.

But there’s more, according to 
melbournemetalrecycling.com.
au: “Metal recycling is better 
than mining since it offers a 
significant net energy benefit. 
For instance, energy accounts 
for 30% of primary aluminum 
production costs, but recycling of 
aluminum scrap uses only 5% of 
the energy of primary production. 
Metal recycling is often far more 
efficient than mining.”

And it’s not just materials 
efficiency, Seattle economist 

Jeffrey Morris estimated: “A ton 
of soda cans made with recycled 
aluminum saves an amazing 
21,000 kilowatt hours by reducing 
the virgin bauxite ore that would 
have to be mined, shipped, and 
refined. That’s a 95% energy 
savings.

“A ton of PET plastic containers 
made with recycled plastic 
conserves about 7,200 kilowatt 
hours.

“The San Diego County Office 
of Education has figured out that 
recycling one glass bottle saves 
enough energy to light a 100 watt 
light bulb for four hours.”

Let’s do our part to clean up 
the waste that chokes our lands, 
waterways and oceans. Let’s 
get this bill out of the Senate 
Committee on Natural Resources 
and Energy and on to enactment. 
Let your Senator know this is the 
right thing to do.

Richard Butz
Bristol

Letters to the Editor

No substituting for experience in good teaching
Exemplary teachers who 

persevere long enough to earn 
legendary status share an edge 
sharpened by their lengthy careers 
in the classroom. Mastering 
a difficult craft involves an 
exponential series of decisions, 
each of which has to be made 
and tested under pitilessly non-
theoretical conditions. For such 
sustained practice to endure, let 
alone thrive, professionalism is 
required, and only professionals 
can fully understand what that 
means.

Real mastery in teaching, 
while recognizable, is difficult to 
quantify objectively. As with each 
class itself, it somehow manages 
to be greater than the sum of 
its parts. The actual process of 
learning is likewise difficult to 
deconstruct. Unfortunately it also 
lends itself to politics via societal 
tides and whims. Since academia 
in involved, the minefields of 
reputation come with the territory, 
and experts are ubiquitous, 
particularly outside the classroom 
itself.

Despite all this, and over 
30 years ago, learning theory 
has already reached certain 
solid conclusions which were 
then validated by advances 
in neuroscience. The pivotal 
importance or neural pathways in 
the developing brain reinforced 
what we already knew about how 
we learn.

The good news is in the data 
itself. The bad news remains: 
There is no magic wand, there 
never has been, and it is unwise to 
gamble on one appearing any time 
soon, artificial intelligence or not.

So where, exactly, does 
competence morph in authentic 
expertise? We all know that it 
does happen, but the proof is 

notoriously difficult to quantify. 
Books, articles or workshops with 
promising ideas for an across-
the-board fix of public education 
offer a good way to seize fleeting 
fame and many sweeping 
initiatives have been based on less. 
Innovation is frequently conflated 
with being a goal in itself. All 
change needs is fuel, and that is 
happily and tirelessly provided 
by Theory. Practice is expected to 
take a graceful back seat.

Through all this, practitioners 
have stubbornly persisted int heir 
mission. Here some important 
distinctions need to be pointed out. 
For example, STEM courses have 
long since been prescribed and 
scripted to improve standardized 
test scores. Math and science 
teachers, therefore, are allowed far 
less leeway than their colleagues 
in other subjects.

How much actual learning takes 
place? How do we know? The 
easy answers are easy for a reason. 
If it were that simple, why are we 
still searching? Technology has 
been evolving at lightning speed 
for some time. What are the long-
term effects of brain development? 
We don’t know. We are just left 
with our old and familiar faith 
in progress, with or without 
empirical evidence to back it up.

When the uncomfortable 
question of long-term brain 
development arises, which it 
seldom does, it is quickly labeled 
as “action research” and set aside 
to deal with later.

Except later is now.
Electronic solutions, by their 

nature, will continue to proliferate. 
What they are incapable of 
providing is human insight into 
individual students as well as an 
intuitive grasp of their aggregate 
identity. Lacking this crucial 

ability, any and all top-down 
reform initiatives are doomed to 
hit-and-miss results at best.

Any genuine approach to 
dealing with the ongoing crisis 
must be on a microcosmic basis 
involving individual educators in 
our school districts. Any attempt 
to make matters go backwards 
is, of course, delusional. Society 
itself is an impossible target 
and its plethora of educational 
initiatives may in fact constitute 
the long awaited arrival of the 
fabled perpetual motion machine.

Given this reality, a special 
type of individual is needed. 
Fortunately, teachers are born, not 
made. When I was a department 
chair and had to assess candidates, 
a quick test told me which 
category I was dealing with.

I would declare: “A teacher has 
to find a balance of idealism and 
cynicism.”

If the person we were 
interviewing didn’t get it, I knew 
there was no point in trying to 
explain how pure idealism leads 
to crushing disappointment, and 
that cynicism comes with the job 
to the point of being synonymous 
with showing up. Cynicism is 
the heavyweight of occupational 
hazards. So, idealism drives your 
teaching, while cynicism makes 
it possible for you to survive. A 
basic ratio.

I know you are out there, you 
next wave of teachers stepping 
up, probably because you hear the 
call.

I part with one more 
observation: Done properly, this 
profession has never been a job. It 
has always been a mission.

David and Tami Munford
Middlebury 

Butz letter
(Continued from Page 5A)

Letters can be found on 4A, 5A and 8A.

*9th annual Free Brakes for Food*
We are collecting food for Addison County HOPE and are 

willing to bribe you!

Free brakes for food*
All you have to do is 

bring a bag of 
12 non-perishable 

food items  per axle
for this fi ne organization!

Hurry! Hurry! Hurry!

* We start off with a Free Brake Inspection and Free Brake Diagnosis. If you need brakes, 
we provide FREE Premium Brake Pads and $39 off the Labor and Install the Pads with the 

purchase of rotors. No other discounts may be combined with this offer.
We do not pad slap!

Go to Hope-VT.org  Dates: Feb. 1- March 11, 2022
“We are proud of this annual drive that’s contributed over 1,000 pounds of 

food to HOPE each year.” — Steve and Lisa Dupoise

Free brakes for food*

Family 
operated 

since 
1982

33 Seymour Street     Middlebury, VT
802-388-7620  •  www.countytirecenter.com

info#countytirecenter.com
Mon - Fri 8sm-5pm     Closed Saturday & Sunday

Thank you Peter Huber for 
your letter (Feb. 3) regarding 
School Choice Week declared 
by Gov. Scott and the back story. 
Supporters of School Choice have 
been seeking to undermine public 
education since the 1980s.

And thank you Addison 
Independent for remaining a 

source of information about local 
and state politics, business and 
education, not to mention articles 
on nature and philosophy. You 
keep us informed about events 
and services available in Addison 
County. I subscribed years ago as 
a Valentine gift to my husband. 
Your continued existence is a 

statement of love of community.
Happy Valentine’s Day to you 

and your loyal fans. I encourage 
more people to subscribe and 
assure your future.

Carol Clauss
Bristol 

Letter accurate on true agenda of school choice supporters

Man cited for violating order

The Community College of 
Vermont has released it’s list of 
students named to the president’s 
list, dean’s list and honors list. 
A number of local students were 
included, as follows:

President’s list: Ethan Kile 
of Lincoln, Patience Hanley 
of Middlebury; Jeremiah 
Cutsinger of Monkton and 
William Barber of Salisbury.

Dean’s list: Tanya 
Gambardella of Middlebury, 
Ryan Fitzsimmons of Shoreham, 

Ryan Seymour and Pearl 
Sutton of Vergennes and Connor 
Watters of Whiting.

Honors list: Rosalind Elmore 
and Heidi Fields of Addison; 
Andrew Burkins and Matthew 
Burkins of Bridport; Miranda 
Berry, Jessica Clark, Abigail 
Gendreau, Karen James and 
Makayla Lambert of Bristol; 
Lauren Barber-Smith of 
Cornwall; Rachel Gill, Cierra 
Hoyt and Margaret Kennedy 
of Ferrisburgh; Joseph Chugg 

and Charissa Swan of Lincoln; 
Jodi Covey, Burdena Hopps, 
Claire Lawson and Saddie Roy 
of Middlebury; Kristy Steady 
of North Ferrisburgh; Alison 
Boise and Stephanie Rule of 
New Haven; Hannah Wilcox of 
Ripton; Lisa Bowdish, Joseph 
Johnson and Amber Thornton 
of Salisbury; and Gloria Bushey, 
Amanda Cook, Kyleigh 
DuBois and Melissa Valentin of 
Vergennes.

CCV announces its top local students

ADDISON  COUNTY School News

Police Log
Middlebury

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police cited John P. Hegarty, 
33, of Burlington for violating 
a no-stalking order after he had 
allegedly sent emails to the local 
person he was under order to stay 
away from.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police ticketed 
vehicles in violation of the 
town’s winter parking ban in the 
downtown area on Jan. 31 and Feb. 
4, 5 and 7, and also:

• Received a request to help 
calm an out-of-control juvenile in 
the Case Street area on Jan. 31. 
Police said the child had calmed 
down upon the officers’ arrival.

• Investigated a report of a 
person using a cellphone while 
driving on Court Street on Feb. 2.

• Responded to the report of a 
man jumping in front of cars on 
Route 7 South on Feb. 1.

• Responded to the report of a 
man yelling at snowmobilers near 
Middlebury Beef Supply on Route 
7 South on Feb. 1.

• Investigated a trespassing 
complaint at a Court Street 
Extension property on Feb. 1.

• Received, from Middlebury 
College Public Safety, drugs and 
related paraphernalia that needed 
to be disposed of on Feb. 1.

• Cited 68-year-old Timothy 
Farr, who police described as 

homeless, for violating a no-
trespass order in the Court Street 
area on Feb. 1.

• Probed a truancy complaint 
involving a Mary Hogan 
Elementary School student on Feb. 
1.

• Helped Middlebury Regional 
EMS access a Twin Circles 
residence in Feb. 2.

• Investigated allegations of a 
person selling property without the 
consent of the local owner, in the 
Munger Street area on Feb. 2.

• Received a report that a man 
had issued threats while at the 
Frank Mahady Courthouse on Feb. 
2.

• Assisted a person who 
suspected he was being tracked 
electronically in the Court Street 
area on Feb. 2.

• Warned a person who was 
driving erratically on Macintyre 
Lane on Feb. 3.

• Responded to a trespassing 
complaint at a Court Street 
business on Feb. 3.

• Responded on Feb. 3 to a report 
of a man who had violated a court 
order by going onto an East Main 

Street property. Police said the man 
was taken to Porter Hospital for a 
mental health evaluation.

• Responded to a noise complaint 
in then Valley View neighborhood 
on Feb. 4.

• Responded to a trespassing 
complaint at a Court Street business 
on Feb. 4.

• Cited Kathleen Walls, 55, 
of Middlebury for driving under 
the influence following a traffic 
stop on Halladay Road on Feb. 5. 
Police said they measured Walls’s 
blood-alcohol content at 0.131%; 
the legal limit for driving is 0.08.

• Responded to a trespassing 
complaint at a Court Street business 
on Feb. 5.

• Again cited Tim Farr, 68, for 
unlawful trespass in the Court 
Street area on Feb. 6.

• Responded to the Church 
Street area on a report of a mental 
health emergency on Feb. 6.

• Received a report about a man 
who had allegedly refused to leave 
a Court Street store on Feb. 6.

• Cited Nathan Gebo, 25, 
for driving under the influence, 
following a traffic stop on Court 
Street Extension on Feb. 6. Police 
said they measured Gebo’s blood-
alcohol content at 0.142%.

• Assisted a man in making 
arrangements to stay at a homeless 
shelter on Feb. 6.

ADVERTISE Email us at:
ads@addisonindependent.com
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Scan me to
learn more!

FIRST IMPRESSIONS ARE EVERYTHING.
MAKE YOURS COUNT.

 ☑ Post to your company’s social media pages☑ Monitor & respond to customer reviews
☑ Update your business directory information across dozens of channels ☑ All in one easy-to-use platform!

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM 802-388-4944 ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM/INDEPENDENT-DIGITAL-MARKETING

Climate matters
Perspectives on Change

On listening while the world burns
By Josie Bourne

2nd in a series
Josie Bourne grew up in Lebanon, N.H., and 

studied Environmental Studies and Geography 
at Middlebury College. She graduated this 
past weekend and very much looks forward to 
getting out and exploring the world post-grad.

—————
I felt sick watching the sun rise above the 

mountains: the hazy orange light, the smell 
of barbeque, the dry rasp in my throat. I had 
experienced this all before, out on the West 
Coast. Having returned home in July 2021, 
and despite being thousands of miles away 
from the nearest wildfires in Minnesota and 
Montana, smoke had reached me again, but 
this time in the northernmost reaches of the 
Presidential Range in New Hampshire’s White 
Mountains.  

As a lifelong New Englander, smelling 
smoke atop Mount Adams was a moment 
of vulnerability and grief. Climate change’s 
impacts had arrived on my doorstep. Our 
shared world is literally on fire; so, too, are 
our social structures ablaze as we attempt 
to move forward from the past two years of 
the pandemic. We know that we need to take 
action now to rectify our systems’ inequities 
in the hope of being able to mitigate some 
of the worst impacts of climate change. 
Paradoxically, the only way we can accomplish 
these goals is to slow down. 

The tension between perceived urgency and 
an inclusive process underlies much debate 
within the climate justice movement. Urgency 

is how today’s inequities are perpetuated 
into the future: Educator and writer Tema 
Okun notes that a sense of urgency is one 
characteristic of white supremacy culture. Yes, 
our planetary situation calls for prompt action, 
and ever increasingly so. Yet many of our 
current climate solutions can only be enacted 
by those who can afford it, thus preserving 
systems of oppression and abandoning those 
who are most overburdened and underserved. 

So despite the real urgency of climate 
change, we need to understand that the clean 
energy choices we are asking households to 
make involve real expense, and we need to 
respect that in each other’s lives. When last 
winter my father shared the news with me that 
he had bought our family a share in a local 
community solar farm, my mother remarked 
dryly that they would be dead before they got a 
return on that investment. The question arises: 
How can we support individuals in making 
these choices so that there is less of a sense 
of sacrifice and more excitement to pursue an 
alternative pathway? 

While my mother laughed when I countered 
that at least her ghost would be carbon neutral, 
this anecdote demonstrates that transitions 
inherently imply movement away from an old 
way of being and toward a new, unfamiliar 
one; there are always tradeoffs involved. It 
is imperative we take the time to understand 
the calculus behind the decisions people make 
regarding energy, and in doing so we can 
begin to construct a vision of clean energy for 
the future of all Vermonters. 

Energy Action 
Network (EAN), 
an organization 
based in Montpelier, 
is working to understand people’s energy 
decisions. At present, there is a lack of 
consistent, long-term, demographically 
revealing data about Vermonters’ opinions and 
preferences regarding clean energy options, 
whether they be weatherization remodeling, 
electric vehicle use, solar panel installation, 
or beyond. My peers and I are collaborating 
with EAN to collect data from Vermonters 
about clean energy choices. We explicitly 
seek to include a wide variety of voices, 
and particularly listen to the perspectives of 
lower- and middle-income Vermonters and 
Vermonters of color, who have historically 
been left out of conversations around clean 
energy transitions. 

Instead of rushing to throw water on 
a grease fire, this is an opportunity to 
collectively share in the process of creating 
the future we want. We need policy change 
that has real input from all stakeholders, 
and especially those who are marginalized 
by our prevailing systems. By respecting 
the tradeoffs in people’s lives, we can 
confidently negotiate the transition toward 
the joy of a more just, sustainable future 
for ourselves and for others. This process 
will require listening, patience, and deep 
compassion for our fellow community 
members, but will ultimately create a better 
future for us all. 

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Vermont State Police issued two 
citations for impaired driving after 
being called to Ireland Road in 
Starksboro for a vehicle off the 
road at a little before 5 p.m. on 
Saturday, Feb. 5. 

Troopers reported that John 
Coyle, 58, of Monkton drove his 
truck off the road near Route 116 
and got stuck in the snow. He 
apparently called Patrick Coyle, 
46, of Bristol asking for help. 

When troopers arrived on the 
scene Patrick Coyle was in the 
driver’s seat attempting to get the 
truck out of the snow.

While speaking with the 
Coyles, troopers detected signs of 
impairment in both of them. Police 
took both John Coyle and Patrick 
Coyle to the state police barracks 
in New Haven for processing. In 
the interim, state police said they 
learned that John Coyle had earlier 
struck a guardrail on Route 116 
North near the intersection with 
Route 17 East and left the scene.

Police cited John Coyle for 
driving under the influence, 
second offense; resisting arrest; 
leaving the scene of an accident; 
and unlawful mischief. They cited 
Patrick Coyle for driving under the 
influence, first offense.

At the conclusion of processing, 
police released both men to a sober 
person.

Also, on Monday, Feb. 7, at 
around 5:45 p.m. troopers saw a 
truck fail to yield for a stop sign 
at the intersection of Shoreham-
Whiting Road and Route 30 in 
the heart of Whiting. Troopers 
attempted to stop the truck, which 
fled southbound on Route 30 at a 
high rate of speed and turned onto 
Whiting’s Bilodeau Road. 

Troopers did not pursue the 
truck, but said that the same truck 
later attempted to elude police in 
Rutland and crashed at about 6:19 
p.m. State police cited Nicholas 
Karov, 38, of Fair Haven for 
eluding a police officer.

Also in Whiting, on Sunday, 
Feb. 6, state police received a call 
from a citizen who reported her 
home on North Main Street in 

Traffic accident ends
with 2 DUI citations

Police Log
Vt. State

Whiting had been struck by pellets 
or gunfire sometime between Feb. 
3 and 6. No injuries were reported, 
and police did not foresee a threat to 
the general public in this incident. 
Police are investigating and ask 
that anyone with information 
please call the New Haven barracks 
at 802-388-4919. Anonymous tips 
can also be submitted online at vsp.
vermont.gov/tipsubmit.

In other recent activity, state 
police: 

• On Jan. 31 shortly before 
6 p.m. looked into a report of a 
domestic disturbance at a Bristol 
home. State police cited Ricky 
Chobot, 33, whom they described 
as a transient, for violation of 
an abuse prevention order by 
contacting a victim in person and 
coming within 300 feet of their 
residence. 

• On Feb. 3 at a little after 4:30 
a.m. responded to a report of a 
domestic disturbance at a Monkton 
home. Police alleged that Kenneth 
Clark, 51, of Monkton had caused 
bodily injury to a household 
member. They arrested Clark and 
cited him for domestic assault. 

• On Feb. 5 at around 8:30 p.m. 
stopped a motor vehicle on Route 7 
near the intersection of Dog Team 
Road in New Haven after observing 
a motor vehicle violation. Troopers 
ended up citing Susan Hennessey, 
58, of Montpelier for driving under 
the influence.

• On Feb. 3 closed Route 22A in 
Orwell for eight hours beginning 
at around 1 p.m. Police report that 
a traffic accident near the Benson 
town line resulted in both lanes 
being closed, but they did not 
provide details on the crash.

Similarly, police closed Route 
22A in Addison near Farr Cross 
Road that same day, Feb. 3, for 
an hour and a quarter beginning at 
around 8 p.m. Police also blamed 
a motor vehicle crash and did not 
provide details.

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police cited a Lincoln man for 
unlawful mischief on Feb. 5 after 
he allegedly damaged a vehicle 
belonging to another patron of the 
Community Market on North Main 
Street. 

Cited into court was Jacob T. 
Jimmo, 26. Police were called to the 
scene because Jimmo and another 
customer were arguing and possibly 
came to blows at the market. Police 
allege Jimmo then damaged the 

vehicle after the dispute. 
In other action between Jan. 31 and 

Feb. 6, Vergennes police conducted 
a half-dozen patrols by cruiser, 
ticketed two vehicles violating the 
city’s wintertime ordinance banning 
overnight parking on streets, 
conducted a VIN inspection, and:

On Jan. 31:
• Checked out an early-morning 

report of a suspicious person 
wandering around on a South Maple 
Street property.

• Dealt with a minor two-car 
accident on Green Street and a minor 
one-car accident on West Main 
Street.

On Feb. 1 issued a $9,480 ticket 
to the company that owned an 
overweight commercial vehicle 
being driven on Monkton Road.

On Feb. 2 helped Vergennes 
Union Elementary School on Walk 
To School Day.

On Feb. 3 heard from the city 
public works department that at 

some unknown point someone had 
tried to cut off and steal a catalytic 
converter from one of the city trucks.

On Feb. 6 referred a Main Street 
tenant issue to a landlord. Police 
were told by one apartment resident 
that the resident of another apartment 
had tried to lock out a third neighbor 
and a dog because the second 
neighbor was upset about the dog 
being allowed to defecate on the 
property’s lawn. 

Vergennes Police Log
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bikes in my garage,” Parizeau told 
the Independent. “Sometime cars, 
but I’m not very good at it,” he 
added with a laugh.

Earlier in his college career 
Parizeau had considered pursuing 
a dual-degree mechanical 
engineering program, which would 
combine three years at Middlebury 
with two years at a university 
like Dartmouth, Columbia or 
Rensselaer, and earn him two 
degrees.

Ultimately he decided against it, 
but along the way he discovered 
Formula Hybrid — and wanted to 
get involved.

Founded in 2006 at Dartmouth 
College’s Thayer School of 
Engineering, Formula Hybrid is 
part of the Society of Automotive 
Engineers Collegiate Design 
Series. Student teams design 
and build a formula-style hybrid 
(electric and combustion engine) or 
electric-only racecar and compete 
in a series of annual events at the 
New Hampshire speedway.

Events include acceleration (a 
drag race), autocross (a short race 
to test maneuverability), endurance 
(a 44-km race with speeds topping 
100 mph), and categories for 
design and project management.

“Most teams come from 
universities that have engineering 
departments, but Middlebury 
doesn’t, and I thought that might 
be a problem,” Parizeau said.

So he reached out to Dartmouth 
and the University of Vermont, 
which won the 2020 virtual 
competition, to see if he could join 
either of their teams.

But a friend and Midd alum now 
at Dartmouth told him he should 
“take a stab at” forming his own 
team.

“So I took a stab at it,” he said.
TEAM EFFORT

Though Parizeau has done much 
of the original organizing to get 
the team going — and he’s spent 
the current winter term working 
on it for a credited internship — 
he emphasized that Middlebury 
College Formula Hybrid is a team 
effort.

Working out of a welding shop 

in Bicentennial Hall, a temporary 
arrangement, seven student teams 
have focused on key aspects of 
the car — powertrain, electrical, 
tires and brakes, chassis and 
suspension, aero, steering system 
and the combustion engine — and 
there is a core team of 12 students 
making regular contributions to the 
project, Parizeau said.

The Middlebury team was able 
to purchase a used chassis from 
the Dartmouth team to help it get 
going, and eight Midd students 
took a four-week welding class at 
the Hannaford Career Center this 
winter.

“None of us has a ton of 
experience,” said junior-Feb. 
Francesca Whitecross, who  
handles outreach for the team, “but 
we’re working together through 
Louis, who is very meticulous and 
has a good eye for detail.”

Parizeau has created a 
spreadsheet to guide and track the 
project, she said.

“Everything is really organized 
with set deadlines and details like 
‘this is what’s going to happen,’ 
‘this is what the cost is,’ ‘these are 
the parts we have to order,’ ‘these 
are the skills required,’ and ‘here are 
some YouTube videos on how to do 
it if you don’t know how to do it.’”

As with anything this 
complicated, undertaken for 
the first time, there have been 
challenges.

“At one point we had these 
strange nuts and bolts we couldn’t 
figure out the measurements of,” 
Whitecross said. 

They had been included with the 
parts the team had purchased from 
Dartmouth, and the blueprints were 
confusing. Some of the instructions 
were written in Italian.

“So we had to look up some 
Italian mechanic’s handy-book,” 
Whitecross said. “I speak Italian 
so I was able to translate that, 
thank goodness. But when you 
don’t have an established program 
with like 16 mentors, it’s a lot of 
googling ‘How does this work?’ or 
‘What does this mean?’”

The hardest part for Parizeau has 
been the meticulous organizing, he 
said. But he loves doing the other 

work.
“I’m learning a lot about 

electrical wiring, though not up to 
the level of electrical engineering, 
and about sensors and local 
networks,” he said.

Whitecross, who’s majoring in 
neuroscience and Russian, doesn’t 
expect to become an engineer, but 
she’s always loved being around 
cars and she grew up steeped in 
auto racing culture. 

On the French side of her 
family, her grandfather was a 
car racer. On the Italian side of 
her family, her great-uncles and 
great-grandparents were car racers 
and car collectors, and the family 
home in Italy is filled with car 
trophies and “car magazines and 
catalogs stacked floor-to-ceiling.”

So spending time on this project 
and around the people who are 
really passionate about it just felt 
like a natural extension of her own 
interests, she said.
STEP BY STEP

In the next week or so the 
Middlebury Hybrid Formula team 

is looking to reach a big milestone: 
getting the chassis rolling.

They had hoped to be done with 
that part by now but they’re still 
waiting for some parts to arrive — 
an all-too-common situation given 
the ongoing manufacturing and 
supply chain issues caused by the 
pandemic.

In addition to actually building 
the car, the team has also been 
raising money for the project, 
to pay for tools, car parts, safety 
equipment for student racers and 
transportation to and from the New 
Hampshire competition.

As of Wednesday morning, 
their Just Giving campaign had 
raised $13,210 of its $15,000 goal. 
For more information about the 
campaign visit https://tinyurl.com/
middrace22.

Meanwhile, the project has 
started to gain some attention on 
campus.

“We have a waitlist of about 130 
people to race the car,” Parizeau 
said.

The students are also looking 
for a permanent home for their 
hybrid formula team, which 
Parizeau hopes will persist after he 
graduates in May.

“Since there’s no engineering 
department there’s no big space to 
do engineering projects,” Parizeau 
said. “But the administration has 
been working pretty hard to find us 

a good spot.”
Parizeau is not sure yet what 

he’ll do after graduation, he said, 
and it’s unlikely he’ll pursue any 
additional schooling related to 

racecars.
“But I might spend some of 

my own time on it, do my own 
projects, and work on them out in 
the garage.”

Race car
(Continued from Page 1A)

MEMBERS OF THE Middlebury College Formula Hybrid team pause to commemorate their work in progress earlier this year. The team 
is building a hybrid racing car to compete in a series of events in New Hampshire this coming May. To help Middlebury get started, the 
Dartmouth College team sold them an old chassis.

Photos courtesy of Francesca Whitecross

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE JUNIOR Francesca Whitecross tests the 
fit of a hybrid racecar chassis delivered from Dartmouth College 
earlier this year. Whitecross is part of Middlebury’s brand-new Hybrid 
Formula team, which is building a racecar for collegiate competition 
this May. To help them get started, the Dartmouth team, which 
founded the competition, sold them an old chassis.

EIGHT MEMBERS OF the Middlebury College Formula Hybrid team took a four-week welding course 
at the Hannaford Career Center this winter and plans to use their new skills to complete construction of 
a racecar.

A trio of Middlebury College Formula Hybrid team members make adjustments and plan the next steps 
for the design and construction of the racecar they’re building. The team, which was formed in 2021, 
hopes to enter its first- collegiate racecar competition in the spring.
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OtterCreekBakery.com

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371

Now Open Sundays!
8AM to 1PM

Sunday Signature Selections

OPEN TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 7AM-3PM | SUNDAY 8AM-1PM

SWEET
Chocolate Croissant

Sour Cream Coffee Cake
Fruit Muffins & Scones

SAVORY
Ham & Cheese Croissant

Individual or 8” Quiche
Breakfast Panini

grabs on March 1.
There are four people running for 

those three, three-year positions: 
Incumbents Heather Seeley and 
Esther Thomas, as well as Andy 
Hooper and Delia-Lôbo. 

This will be Delia-Lôbo’s first 
run for local office. The eager 
entrepreneur and his spouse — who 
now have a baby daughter named 
Frances — moved to Middlebury in 
2018 from the Boston area. They had 
developed an affinity for Middlebury 
during frequent visits with Matt’s 
mom, Nancy Harris, over the course 
of six years. They now live in the 
Middlebury home where she once 
resided.

Conversation and coffee seem to 
go hand-in-hand, so the Delia-Lôbos 
have connected with a lot of people 
between pours. Invariably, that talk 
has branched into local politics.

“People wanted me to run (for the 
selectboard) last year, but that was 
right when we were having a baby,” 
Delia-Lôbo recalled. “I didn’t think 
then that I was the best person for the 
job.”

Instead, Delia-Lôbo backed 
Thomas in her bid for a seat. He feels 
a kinship with Thomas, given they’re 
around the same age and are both 
people of color.

“She definitely represents the way 
we feel about things, and it’s exciting 
to run alongside her,” he said of this 
year’s election.

While having not resided in 
Middlebury very long, Delia-Lôbo 
has been following town affairs and 
believes he could bring a multi-
faceted perspective to the selectboard 
as a resident of color who knows what 
it’s like to run a local business; two of 
them, in fact. He wants to shape town 
policies that could make Middlebury 
a more attractive settlement area for 
young families, in what is currently 
one of the oldest states in the union.

That effort should include 
development of more affordable 
housing, more jobs and a vibrant 
downtown, he said.

Middlebury is exploring ways 
to increase the town’s affordable 
housing stock. Officials are, among 
things, looking at zoning changes 
to serve as a catalyst. Delia-Lôbo 
said the COVID-19 pandemic has 
underscored the fact that young 
families can’t afford rents or 
mortgages for the limited housing 
stock available.

“When the pandemic started, we 
had two couples who are friends 
of ours who effectively became 
homeless and had to leave the state,” 
he said. “It was because the people 
renting to them had changed the deal, 
basically. And then they tried to find 
other places to live, but the prices 
were so wild because of the influx of 
wealthy people leaving cities. People 
were snatching up anything.

“Anyone of lower income is just 

Delia-Lôbo
(Continued from Page 1A)

and success are garnering attention 
in a state that, ever since the 1993 
closing of the Brandon Training 
School, has largely abandoned the 
system of  “intentional communities” 
for people with developmental 
disabilities.

The Yellow House was the 
brainchild of two local couples 
— Andrea and Chris Murray, and 
Kristen and Joseph Brown. Each 
couple has an adult child living with 
developmental disabilities, and a 
couple years ago they pooled their 
ideas and resources for a residential 
program to meet their needs and 
those of a handful of others fitting 
the same profile.

Don’t call them “clients” or 
“residents.” At Yellow House, 
they’re known as “friends,” in every 
sense of the word. There are four 
Yellow House friends right now, and 
another four will join them this fall 
after renovation of a carriage barn on 
the property is completed.

“We are doing great,” Andrea 
Murray said during a recent 
interview. “The pandemic kind of 
slowed our timeline down a bit, and 
we ended up miraculously being 
able to do daytime programming 
for a number of adults with special 
needs throughout the pandemic. We 
had a ‘transition-to-living’ program 
that really started in earnest around 
April.”

Yellow House has 14 employees, 
most of them part-time. The staff 
includes an executive director, a 
program director, cook, nurse and 
caregivers. While that sounds like 
a lot, Murray notes Yellow House 
provides round-the-clock care and 
supervision throughout the year, 
driving the need for 42 work shifts 
each week. The program will be 
recruiting additional caregivers 
during the coming months in 
anticipation of the four new friends 
who’ll be arriving later this year.

“We have wonderful staff,” she 
said, noting Yellow House employees 
come from all walks of life. Some 
have been in the health care field 
and were looking for a change. 
Others are retired special educators 
or current school employees seeking 
a change of pace and supplemental 
income.

“It’s hard work, and it’s 
challenging,” Murray said.

But also very rewarding. Friends 
are learning from staff and each 
other, which is a foundational goal 
of Yellow House.

“First and foremost, we’re focusing 
on building meaningful relationships 
between our friends and … our 
greater Middlebury community,” 
Murray said. “We spend a lot of time 
in the walkable downtown. You can 
see us in the post office, the (Ilsley) 
Library, waiting for trains, getting 
pizza, going to the grocery store and 
to Town Hall Theater. We’re also 
using the Middlebury recreation 
facility on Creek Road.”

The crew visits Wiley Side Farm 
in Shoreham once a week. There, 
they do everything from animal 
husbandry to working in the apple 
orchards. They have fun sledding on 
a beautiful snowy day.

“It’s a great experience for 
everybody,” Murray said.

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
made things difficult for everyone, 
including folks at the Yellow House. 
But they’ve worked through it with 
proper protocols. Murray anticipates 
2022 will be about “supporting the 
community, so everyone is learning 
how to cook, doing household chores 
as best we can — such as shoveling 
snow, composting and helping our 
neighbors, if we can.”

Ironically, not having family 
their families around has helped the 
friends make strides in building life 
skills, according to Murray.

“There’s huge growth when 
mom’s not there,” she said.
ALTERNATIVE SYSTEM

Yellow House isn’t inexpensive, 

and its founders are looking for more 
state and federal revenues to help the 
service break even. The Counseling 
Service of Addison County helped 
mentor the founders on the various 
hoops they needed to jump through 
to get Yellow House going. Local 
lawmakers — like Sen. Ruth Hardy, 
D-Middlebury — and leaders of the 
Vermont Developmental Disabilities 
Services Division (DDSD) and state 
Department of Disabilities, Aging 
and Independent Living (DAIL) are 
also providing guidance and insights.

Yellow House friends can 
draw on Medicaid waiver funds 
for 24-hour home supports and 
community support. But the 
state pivoted to a “Shared Living 
Provider” model after Brandon 
Training School closed, a model 
that involves households taking in 
a developmentally disabled adult. 
The hosts receive a stipend for the 
service, and the guest accesses other 
state services as needed. Since this 
model is predicated on an individual 
home setting, it offers zero funding 
for indirect costs related to the 
Yellow House model — such as 
insurance, administrative staff 
salaries, and facility upgrades — 
such as sprinkler system, fire alarms 
and HVAC.

So how does Yellow House 
— an example of an intentional 
community — operate right now 
with limited revenues?

“The founding families have 
dedicated their life savings to it, and 
I’m going to be working my entire 
life unless we can figure out how to 
cover that,” Murray said.

Murray understands why the state 
gravitated toward the shared living 
provider system, as the former 
institutional model of the training 
school was clearly flawed. But there 
are also flaws with the shared living 
model, in spite of its lower costs, 
according to Murray.

“What (the shared living model) 
doesn’t provide is stability,” she 
said. “You’re in a household, and 
your provider gets too old to provide 
the services, or someone gets ill. So 
many people in the shared living 
provider system end up bouncing 
from living situation to living 
situation. With Yellow House, one 
of the things we’ve tried to do is 
create a stable living situation. We 
know some of the people are going 
to come and go, but — for example 
for my son Pierce — this can be his 
home for as long as he wants it to 
be.”

Erin Haydon is executive director 
of Yellow House. She and Murray, 
among others, provided testimony 
to House Human Services 
Committee on Tuesday to shed 
light on the challenges of delivering 
care to adults with developmental 
disabilities. Haydon said the state 
could financially bolster intentional 
communities like Yellow House by:

• Providing subsidies for indirect 
operating expenses equally, on a 
per resident basis — the same way 
the state subsidizes group homes, 
nursing homes and corrections 
facilities.

• Providing access to low-
income housing subsidies and 
vouchers for residents. Currently 
the state restricts Section 8 voucher 
access to one per residence/
household. Haydon argues that 
clients of intentional communities, 
who meet the requisite poverty 
standards, should be eligible for 
housing subsidies.

• Assisting providers with 
capital expenditures, so their 
investment dollars can be used for 
an endowment that would generate 
supplemental income.

“Let’s try to create meaningful 
living and working situations that 
are bright and forward-thinking — 
that integrate our most needy with 
their community and in turn teach 
tolerance and break down the stigma 
of what (developmentally disabled) 
people really are,” Haydon said.

Haydon and her colleagues are 
suggesting that Yellow House 
become a pilot program for 
supportive housing alternatives.

Sen. Hardy is vice chair of the 
Senate Committee on Health & 
Welfare. She’s hopeful the state and 
federal funding agencies will show 
flexibility to recognize the services 
that Yellow House provides. Hardy 
said COVID relief dollars could be 
applied to the problem in the short 
term, followed by an exploration of 
more long-term solutions.

“At this point, because they’re 
such a new organization, they’re 
still in that phase where they’re 
trying to get known and jump 
through all the hoops to get public 
money,” she said.

Hardy believes programs 
like Yellow House are proving 
themselves.

“It seems like a great program 
and a long-term solution for adults 
with developmental disabilities 
who might not be a good fit for 
foster care, or who need a different 
model,” Hardy said.
CAN IT BE REPLICATED?

Greg Mairs is director of 
Developmental Services for 
CSAC. He helped guide Yellow 
House founders through the myriad 
permitting hurdles.

He’s an unabashed fan of Yellow 
House, but is concerned that its 
costs could thwart its replication. 
Intentional communities, requiring 

several staff and substantial 
operating expenses, are inherently 
more expensive to run than home 
placements, according to Mairs.

“The (state) system doesn’t have 
extra money,” he said. “Where 
does that money come from? The 
only place it can come from, in a 
system that’s underfunded, is from 
other individuals. There’s always a 
give and take.”

He credited Yellow House 
founders with “building something 
new, while respecting the history 
and the values of the system.”

Unfortunately, a lot of it boils 
down to money, he reiterated.

“You’ve got your Cadillac or 
your Honda,” Mairs said. “In a 
world of Medicaid funding, there’s 
not enough funding for everyone 
to drive a Cadillac, and that’s the 
unfortunate reality.”

Murray believes it’s time for 
state and federal government to 
provide more resources to better 
serve a vulnerable population.

“We know that (state) law has 
always included the caveat that 
DAIL’s obligation to provide 
services is subject to being, 
‘within the limits of available 
resources,’” she said. “The 
problem is that since the closing 
of the Brandon Training School 
29 years ago, the Legislature has 
never made adequate resources 
available. It is time to move 
beyond Brandon.”

Yellow House
(Continued from Page 1A)

(See Office, Page 13A)
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RESTAURANT
FIRE & ICE

Danielle is a kindhearted person who is always willing to lend a hand to help out or a shoulder to cry 
on. She’s also a kickass nurse at RRMC and is rolling with the punches that COVID is constantly 
throwing her way.

Rob’s laughter and enthusiasm for life are contagious. He makes everyone, including those he’s just 
met, feel welcome.

Together, Danielle and Rob are an unstoppable force that exude happiness and light. They certainly 
deserve a special night to unwind and celebrate their love.

Nominated by: Jenna

PRIZE PACKAGE 1: DANIELLE GROSS & ROB CONNOLLY 

I nominate my son, Chris, and his wife of over 25 years, Cindy, for this night out. They met when Cindy was starting 
her devoted years of nursing in the ED department of UVMMC, serving VARS, and Chris was a young, enthusias-
tic fi refi ghter in the City of Vergennes Fire Department. 

Their lives are devoted to each other and their families. Often, Chris makes Cindy some of her favorite meals as 
her job as a charge nurse is beyond stressful. They both help my husband & me who aren’t in the best of health, 
regardless of how busy or tired they are. Chris and Cindy love to go on cruises, pre-pandemic, and have a group of 
friends known & loved since elementary school who they travel with. Because Cindy is interested in different wines, 
for their 10th anniversary, Chris took her to Napa Valley, CA where she took classes. They loved their time away 
sightseeing and being together.

Chris works at UVM, and they both give many long hours to their jobs (and Chris, to VFD). They deserve this treat 
to celebrate their love for each other and have time to relax, which is rare in their lives for the past few years.

Please consider them for this special gift of time together to enjoy each other’s company and probably reminisce 
about the special times they have shared.

Nominated by: Cecile

PRIZE PACKAGE 2: CINDY & CHRIS GEBO

PRIZE PACKAGE 3: NICOLE WEBB & JAKE WALDRON 
Nicole and Jake of Brandon, Vermont are not your average couple. Bonded, united, and cherished for the 
last 6 years, this pair is unmatched. Seeing them grow from fi rst date to fi rst child, there is nothing that can 
stop these two from a good time or powering through life’s hurdles together. From the start of their early 
years, you are most likely to run into them at a taco truck while listening to outdoor live music and check-
ing out a local Vermont town’s newly opened craft brewery. Their fi rst daughter, Leah, joined their world in 
2019 and has been the best addition to their adventures and to those around them.

July of 2021 arrived with their announcement of twins! Their perseverance through the unknowns and 
complex stories from other families with twins did not stop their journey of tackling parenthood of what 
would soon be three daughters. On the evening of January 16th, 2022, the new Waldron sisters, Izzy and 
Evie, arrived early in the NICU at UVM. For the last several weeks, this power couple has made their daily 
commute north and south on Route 7 to visit the new additions in hopes of them coming home soon.

Please consider these two love birds for Addison Independent’s Valentine’s giveaway for 2022. Regard-
less of competition or contest, in my eyes, Nicole and Jake have already won and will continue to win this 
game of life.

Nominated by: Alex

LOVE IS IN THE AIR!
We received nearly two dozen nominations for this year’s Valentine’s Day Contest 

- stories of laughter, family, perseverance, and most importantly, love.

� e three couples below have been ch en as our lucky lovebirds:

Thank you to everyone who nominated the outstanding couples in their lives. You can fi nd the full list of nominations, along with their stories, on our website at addisonindependent.com/
valentines-day-couples-contest-2022. Prize packages are as follows: (1) $100 gift certifi cate to Tourterelle Restaurant & Inn Hollyhocks gift certifi cate for a fresh fl ower bouquet (2) $100 gift 

certifi cate to Fire & Ice RestaurantMiddlebury Floral gift certifi cate for a fresh fl ower bouquet (3) $100 gift certifi cate to Café Provence Cole’s Flowers gift certifi cate for a fresh fl ower bouquet. 
All prize packages will be mailed to the winners.

We received nearly two dozen nominations for this year’s Valentine’s Day Contest 

The Valentine’s Day Contest wouldn’t have been possible without generous donations from the following sponsors:The Valentine’s Day Contest wouldn’t have been possible without generous donations from the following sponsors:

Nominated by: Alex
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LET US HELP YOU DESIGN A 
CUSTOMIZED CABINETRY 
SOLUTION FOR ANY ROOM
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MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT | (802) 458-8999  

BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR IN-HOUSE FINANCING.

• KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGN
• INSTALLATION
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• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
• HARDWARE & MORE!
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Middlebury. 
The lion’s share of the work 

will involve upgrading the heating 
system while replacing the 
ventilation and electrical systems 
at the Charles Avenue building. 
The to-do list for that structure also 
calls for energy efficiency upgrades 
(including solar), enhanced security 
and safety equipment, ensuring the 
structure meets current code and 
ADA requirements, and asbestos 
abatement.

Improvements targeting the 
North Campus building, located 
in Middlebury’s industrial park, 
include installation of LED light 
fixtures and making an upstairs 
classroom usable and accessible for 
the first time.

“With many systems at 
maximum end or past, we need to 
update (them to ensure) the career 
center is ready to meet the needs of 
students for the next 50 years and 
more,” PHCC board Chair Suzanne 
Buck said of the project.

Career center officials on Town 
Meeting Day will simply ask voters 
to for permission to incur project 
debt; they’ll spend the coming 
weeks determining the best payback 
mechanism for the $8.1 million. A 
recent PHCC mailing to affected 
taxpayers suggests the yearly cost 
for a homeowner is expected to be 
“less than $19 for every $100,000 
in assessed property value, and will 
vary based on town of residence.”

“We have the flexibility to 
do a bond or a note,” PHCC 
Superintendent Dana Peterson 
explained.

The PHCC serves students in 
the Addison Central, Addison 
Northwest and Mount Abraham 
Unified school districts, and the 17 
towns they cover.

Peterson noted the proposed 
energy efficiency improvements 
to the main campus would save 
taxpayers more than $48,000 
per year. The goal is for the 
main campus to become net zero 
(meaning it consumes no more 
energy than what it produces 
through solar panels).

Peterson stressed the importance 
of quickly making the HVAC 
improvements.

“Given the COVID experience, 
we want to make sure those systems 
aren’t delayed any further,” he 
said. “Before we can do any type 
of learning, we have to make sure 
people feel healthy and safe, and 
that they’re able to attend school.”

Buck also believes the time is 
right to make a major investment in 
both career center campuses.

“This project has been in the 
works for several years, but COVID 
has changed our timeline just as it 
has for so many others,” she said. 
“The facilities committee chose to 
put the bond on hold two years ago 
as we knew that the community 
had other pressing matters to deal 
with. The governor is now touting 
the need for career technical 
education and for facilities that not 
only meet the need of students and 
programs but are energy-efficient, 
sustainable, and a safe and healthy 
environment in which to learn.”

If OK’d by voters, construction 
would start at the end of this 
academic year and proceed through 
the summer, and during vacations 
within the 2022-2023 school year. 
Some of the less disruptive work 
could be done while school is 
in session, before concluding at 
the end of the summer of 2023, 
according to Peterson.

“We’re expecting it will take 
around 15 months,” he said.
BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS

Peterson said while the proposed 
2022-23 career center budget 
reflects a 7.2% spending increase, 
the tuition rate assessed to member 
towns is pegged to drop by 0.46% 
(from $14,630 to $14,563). That’s 
because the career center is in line 
for additional state and federal 
revenues and grants for next year.

It also doesn’t hurt that 
the PHCC is riding a healthy 
enrollment wave. 

“We’re serving 405 students 
this year, which is more than we 
were serving in 2019,” Peterson 
said. And 2019 was the year during 
which PHCC was serving 399 

students, placing it second only to 
North Country in terms of Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) 
enrollment, according to Peterson.

Looking ahead, all the state’s 
CTE providers will have a strong 
ally in Montpelier: Gov. Phil Scott. 
Scott’s proposed FY23 General 
Fund budget calls for the launch 
of a $1.4 million recruitment 
campaign for CTE enrollment 
that would include “exploration 
of opportunities for middle school 
students, engagement with parents 
of high school students, and those 
in high school themselves.”

The governor is also asking 
that $45 million of a projected 
$90 million surplus in the state’s 
Education Fund be used to upgrade 
CTE centers.

“Not only must we meet today’s 
reality, but we know this need will 
only increase in the years ahead,” 
Scott said, alluding to a statewide 
shortage of plumbers, electricians, 
carpenters and other trades.

In addition to referenda on the 
2022-23 budget and $8.1 million 
renovation plan, the PHCC Town 
Meeting Day ballot will include 
requests to:

• Assign $25,000 of the school 
district’s FY21 fund balance to the 
PHCC’s Health Reserve Fund, to 
deal with potential unanticipated 
health coverage expenses. The 
total FY21 fund balance is 
approximately $275,000.

• Assign $30,000 of the FY21 
fund balance as revenue for the 
2022-2023 operating budget, and 
assign $45,000 as revenue for 
future budgets.

• Award stipends of $2,500 for 
the PHCC Board chair, $1,200 for 
each board member, and $2,000 for 
the board treasurer.

• Assign $175,000 of the 
FY21 fund balance to the center’s 
Building & Equipment Reserve 
Fund to use for capital expenses 
and program equipment unrelated 
to the proposed $8.1 million 
renovation project.

For more information about 
all things PHCC log on to 
hannafordcareercenter.org.

Career Center
(Continued from Page 1A)

community impact funding in 
specific categories of need. 

This year, the impact funding 
will be earmarked for programs 
designed to improve public health. 
Helena Van Voorst, executive 
director of UWAC, said her agency 
will set aside at least $15,000 
in community-impact health 
funding. New-to-UWAC, emerging 
programs, and/or organizations that 
are improving health outcomes in 
Addison County can apply for a cut 
of that sum, which figures to grow 
as new donations are added to the 
2021-22 UWAC campaign.

“There couldn’t be a better time 
to have the community’s support 
to address the health needs in the 
county,” Van Voorst said during an 
interview that included Erin Reed, 
UWAC’s director of development 
& marketing.

Both Reed and Van Voorst are 
proud of the community they serve, 
noting local donors’ empathy and 
willingness to share resources.

It wasn’t too long ago that 
UWAC was falling just shy of its 
annual fundraising goals. Donations 
had ebbed for a variety of reasons, 
including senior donors passing 
away and others moving out of the 
area.

But UWAC sharpened its 
solicitation efforts and is attracting a 
new generation of donors to go along 
with mainstays. It’s done this in 
part by networking with young and 
established members of the business 
community, who are learning more 
about the community’s needs 
as they associate. The “Addison 
County 365 Business Circle” and 
the “Emerging Leaders of Addison 
County” are two relatively new 
groups that have joined UWAC 
coalition of supporters.

Additional backing has come 
from people who were introduced to 
UWAC during its “Addison County 

Responds” emergency fund drive 
of 2020. Some folks who chipped 
in to help those hit particularly hard 
by COVID elected to continue their 
support through UWAC’s annual 
campaign.

“I think the folks who first gave 
to UWAC during that time have 
recognized the pandemic is not 
over, and the needs are still great,” 
Van Voorst said.

Reed is UWAC’s numbers guru, 
and she’s got encouraging figures 
to share about the latest fund drive. 
Among the heartening trends: 
Longstanding donors are giving 
more this year — in some cases, a 
lot more.

UWAC’s gift categories used 
to consist of the following levels: 
Annual Campaign (Under $1,000), 
Leadership Campaign ($1,000-
$1,249), Robert Frost ($1,250 to 
$9,999), and Tocqueville Campaign 
(more than $10,000). The 
organization last year added Robert 
Frost Silver ($2,500-$4,999), Robert 
Frost Gold ($5,000 to $7,499) and 
Robert Frost Platinum ($7,500 to 
$9,999), to give philanthropists 
additional choices.

Reed said the campaign to 
date has gleaned 13 donations at 
the Tocqueville level; last year’s 
campaign harvested a total of 11 
Tocqueville gifts.

“We’re seeing new folks come 
in, and existing Robert Frost donors 
move up into that Tocqueville 
category,” Reed added.

At the same time, the 2021-22 
campaign has seen several donors 
“graduate” to higher levels of 
giving, across the board.

The largest campaign 
contribution thus far has been 
$50,000. An anonymous contributor 
has pledged $80,000 over four years 
for a separate cause (homelessness), 
independent of the annual campaign, 
according to Van Voorst.

Van Voorst acknowledged some 

people were able to write bigger 
checks this year because of the 
stock market.

“The markets being what they are, 
we’ve heard from some donors who 
said they’ve had kind of a windfall 
as it relates to the performance of 
their personal investments, and 
they’re feeling compelled to invest 
that back into the community, and 
they’re trusting UWAC with that,” 
she said.

But it’s not just the big donations 
that make United Way officials 
smile. Around 500 of the 719 gifts 
to the 2021 campaign (thus far) 
have been in increments of less than 
$1,000.

And around 10% of UWAC 
donors have chosen to give through 
payroll deduction plans.

Another revenue source: The 
United Way’s first-ever “0.5-K 
Race For The Rest Of Us,” held this 
past Oct. 10. It drew more than 50 
people of all ages (and their leashed 
pets) who walked, danced, skipped, 
jumped or hoped their way to the 
finish line. 

“Our community has really 
stepped up, which isn’t surprising 
to us,” Reed said.

July 1 will be the start of a new 
fiscal year, and the date on which 
UWAC officials will intensify 
planning for the 2022-23 fund 
drive. All the spreadsheets will go 
back to zero.

“A very sad day for me,” Reed 
said with a smile.

UWAC officials will be 
expressing gratitude to a lot of 
people during the months to come.

“We’re very thankful to the 
community for trusting us with 
their philanthropic support,” Van 
Voorst said. “Our donors have set 
us up for some success in changing 
some outcomes for people who 
live here.”

For all things UWAC, go to 
unitedwayaddisoncounty.org.

United Way
(Continued from Page 1A)

out of the game.”
Along with adopting zoning 

changes, Delia-Lôbo said he’d like 
to see the town work with developers 
to ensure future subdivisions and 
apartment complexes include some 
affordable units.
BOOST BUSINESS ACTIVITY

Young locals and transplants are 
looking for activities and diverse 
shopping experiences, according to 
Delia-Lôbo, and that speaks to the 
urgency of filling vacant storefronts. 
With the Middlebury rail tunnel 
project now completed, he believes 
Middlebury needs to shift its focus to 
revitalizing its downtown.

Delia-Lôbo is convinced the 
younger set would become more 
involved with the community if 
there were more businesses and 
activities catering to their interests 
and demographics. So having 
100% occupancy of all downtown 
Middlebury’s storefronts should be a 
priority, he said. 

He acknowledged the Better 
Middlebury Partnership has made 
strides in filling spots through a 

“Kick Start” program that’s provided 
seed money for sound business 
plans. But a handful of vacancies 
remain, the most prominent being 
the former 51 Main restaurant and 
Ben Franklin spots.

“How do we work with the people 
who own the buildings to figure 
out how (to fill them),” he asked. 
“If something is sitting there empty 
for years, there’s got to be a reason 
why people aren’t jumping on that. 
There have been a lot of economic 
incentives to open businesses … 
When you have that, but still have 
empty businesses and under-utilized 
spaces in the community, that hurts 
everyone.”

Promoting diversity and 
understanding is another one of 
Delia-Lôbo’s priorities, and he’s 
already participated in efforts to 
promote those ideals. He helped 
draft and deliver an Oct. 13, 2020, 
presentation to the Middlebury 
selectboard about systemic racism in 
the U.S. and its current-day impacts 
in local communities. He’s a member 
of IDEAL (Invest Divest Educate 
Abolish Liberate) Middlebury group.

Delia-Lôbo believes Middlebury 
is generally a friendly place for all, 
but notes there are still ways the 
community could be more accepting 
and cognizant of individuals of 
different colors and creeds. He said 
he sometimes feels the added stigma 
of being biracial.

“Someone told me that the tragic 
mulatto is like an archetype; you’re 
part of neither thing,” he said. “I’m 
not perceived as a Black person and 
I’m not perceived as a white person. 
“I grew up feeling confused and out 
of place, all the time.”

Race relations can be a tough 
subject to confront and discuss, 
Delia-Lôbo noted, but he’s up for the 
challenge.

“There’s something in confronting 
issues that are hard, that I don’t have 
a problem with, and I’m not afraid 
of doing it,” he said. “I love talking 
about social issues and things having 
to do with race and politics.”

But Delia-Lôbo believes his 
over-arching objective has universal 
appeal.

“I want to see everyone thriving,” 
he said.

Office
(Continued from Page 11A)
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Two winners from each age 
group will win gift certifi cates 
from local businesses. All prizes 
will be mailed. Winners will 
be announced in the March 
3rd edition of the Addison 
Independent.

Break out those markers and let your creativity fl ow! 

WINTER FUNWINTER FUN
2022

1. Color and decorate this 
picture any way you wish 
(you can use this one, 
photocopy it, or go to 
addisonindependent.com/
contests for a printable 
version). 

2. Then submit your 
masterpiece:

• Online at 
addisonindependent.com/contests

• By Email to 
contests@addisonindependent.com

• By Mail to 
Addison Independent, 58 Maple 
Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

Entries will be accepted 
through Thursday, Feb. 24th.

Prizes from local-area businesses: Name: Age:

Parent/Guardian’s name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

Age Group: under 5 5-6 7-8 9-11 12-15 16-Adult

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

haiku. There are no limits on 
the  number of haikus a writer 
can submit, and the submission 
deadline is March 1. Judges will 
select three youth winners (a trio 
from Weybridge and a group 
from the rest of Vermont), and 
three adult winners, (again, three 
from Weybridge and three from 
the rest of the state). The youth 
winner will receive a copy of Julia 
Alvarez’s young adult novel, 
“Where Do They Go?” The adult 
winner will receive a copy of Jay 
Parini’s “Why Poetry Matters.” 
Weybridge’s co-poet laureates, 
Alvarez and Parini, judged the 
first three contests before turning 
over the judging to a community  
panel that will include Narges 
Anzali, Weybridge’s youth poet 
laureate; Chris Bohjalian, the 
novelist and playwright; and 
Martha Winant, Weybridge’s 
winner of the 2020-2021 contest. 
This year’s theme: Life During 
and After the Pandemic. Submit 
haikus to George Bellerose, 
contest administrator, at 
georgebellerose@gmavt.net or 80 
Meetinghouse Lane, Weybridge, 
VT 05753. He will forward them 
to the three judges. Winners 
will be announced at the end 
of March to celebrate Poetry 
Month in April.

Tiny Goshen has (finally) gone 
online! Out of a desire to connect 
the community, a handful of 
Goshen residents got together to 

make an unofficial community 
website: GoshenCommunity.
weebly.com. Their hope is that the 
website will provide helpful local 
information and another way for 
residents to stay connected. The 
website includes information such 
as links to selectboard agendas 
and minutes, trash collection 
information, lists of elected officials 
and their contact information, and 
much more. If there’s something 
you’d like to see on the webpage 
that’s not there, please email 
goshenVTcommunity@gmail.
com.

Don’t trash it, repair it. On 
Saturday, March 5, the Addison 
County Solid Waste Management 
District and the Hannaford 
Career Center will once again 
co-host host a “repair fair.” A 
repair fair is a free community 
event where members of the 
community with relevant 
skills volunteer their time and 
knowledge to fix broken items. 
Members of the community with 
broken objects can bring them to 
the event and are encouraged to 
engage with the fixers to learn a 
new skill. Learning how to care 
for and repair your possessions 
will prolong their life, negate 
the need to purchase new items, 
and reduce landfill waste. Due 
to the ongoing pandemic, this 
event will look slightly different 
from years past. All attendees 
must register for a time slot 
to bring in their items. Visit 

AddisonCountyRecycles.org 
to learn more and register. 
Volunteers are still being sought 
to help with this event, to be held 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the career 
center. If you have any interest in 
volunteering your skills or would 
like to be part of the organizing 
crew, email colin@acswmd.org.

With most town meetings 
happening online or just in the 
voting booth, Middlebury has rolled 
out a 2022 town meeting poll that 
can be completed online. The link 
for the survey is: surveymonkey.
com/r/TOWNMEETINGPOLL. 
There are also physical copies 
located in the lobby of the 
Middlebury Town Offices at 77 
Main St. You can also return your 
completed survey when you got 
to vote at the polls on Tuesday, 
March 1, at the Recreation Center 
at 154 Creek Road. Polls are open 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. The town set a 
March 9 deadline for surveys to be 
completed.

Thanks to the efforts of Town 
Planner Jennifer Murray, the 
town of Middlebury has been 
awarded a $19,900 Agency 
of Commerce Community 
Development Municipal Planning 
Grant for the development of 
a Middlebury Pedestrian and 
Bicycle Connectivity Plan. It’s 
focused on downtown and will 
list future sidewalk and path 
connections, safety concerns and 
needed bike lanes. Stay posted.

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)

milk prices and rising agricultural 
costs, which has resulted in a 
steady decline in the number of 
dairy farms across the state.

“There are costs associated 
with good practices,” Goodrich 
said. “That’s not something that 
gets talked about a lot, but (the 

Vermont Agency of Agriculture) 
gets it, which is why they’ve 
created programs like this one. It’s 
exciting.”

What he’s excited about is a new 
program, run through Vermont’s 
Agency of Agriculture, Food and 
Markets, that compensates farmers 
based on the amount of phosphorus 

Phosphorus
(Continued from Page 1A) pollution (from manure and 

fertilizer) they can keep out of the 
waterways.

“A lot of people have been 
working to make this (and similar 
grant programs) a reality,” 
Goodrich said about the program, 
which was formally rolled out last 
month.

This time last year, when Chase 
Goodrich signed up for a new “Pay 
for Phosphorus” pilot program 
with the Agency of Agriculture, 
Goodrich Farm was already well 
on its way to achieving some of its 
sustainability goals.

Massachusetts-based Vanguard 
Renewables was finishing 
construction of a massive anaerobic 
digester on the 2,400-acre farm off 
Shard Villa Road in Salisbury. The 
digester would take manure from 
Goodrich’s 900 milking cows, 
along with food waste shipped in 
from area businesses, and cook it in 
a couple of 925,000-gallon tanks, 
producing methane gas that would 
be piped to the Middlebury College 
campus and elsewhere.

Also nearing completion was 
a DAF (dissolved air flotation) 
system that would separate 
phosphorus from the waste stream, 
preventing it from becoming 
agricultural runoff polluting 
waterways and allowing it to be 
applied to soil somewhere else as a 
nutrient in a deliberate and targeted 
way.

In addition, the farm has updated 
its nutrient- and land-management 
processes to include no-till and 
minimum-till strategies, including 
corn and cover crop plantings, and 
drag-line and injection manure 
spreading as much as possible in 
lower lying areas of land.

Much of this work has 
been achieved with the help 
of agricultural grants such as 
those offered by the Agency of 
Agriculture.

So when Goodrich discovered 
the agency’s “Pay for Phosphorus” 
pilot program, it seemed like a no-
brainer.

“We already participate in a lot 
of agricultural grant programs,” 
Goodrich said. “And this one was 
pretty simple. We basically signed 
a waiver to share the (nutrient- and 
land-management) data we’re 
already reporting as part of our LFO 
(large farm operation) permit.”

In return for its participation in 
the pilot program — and a survey 
at the end of it — the farm received 
a payment of “somewhere around 
$1,000,” Goodrich recalled.

Future participation in the 
program is likely to lead to much 
greater returns, however.

Thanks to a $7 million grant 
from the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service in 2020, the 
Vermont ag agency has launched 
a statewide Vermont Pay for 
Phosphorus (VPFP) program, 
which it hopes will “further expand 
and support agriculture’s role in 
delivering clean water results for 
Vermont.”

Over the next four years, the 
program will provide up to $4.9 
million in direct payments to 
participating farms for successful 
phosphorus management.

A total of 89 Vermont farms 
applied for the new program, 
which had an application deadline 
of Jan. 31, according to Agency 
of Agriculture Director of 
Communications and Policy Scott 
Waterman.

(See Farmers, Page 15A)

CHASE GOODRICH OF Goodrich Farm in Salisbury expects this DAF (dissolved air flotation) system, 
which was installed last year in conjunction with an anaerobic digester for cow manure and food waste, 
will make it easier for the farm to manage phosphorus in its waste stream. 

Independent photo/Christopher Ross
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170
Super pocketed coil™ SpringS
the gold Standard in undiSturbed reSt.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

BEAUTYSLEEP™
FIRM

  Twin Set ...... $399
  Full Set ........... $449

      Queen Set ........... $549
   King Set ................. $899

If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.
Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

  Twin Set ...... $995
  Full Set ......... $1399

      Queen Set ......... $1499
   King Set ............... $1799

HARMONY LUX™
EXTRA FIRM

  Twin Set ...... $839
  Full Set ........... $879

     Queen Set ........... $969
   King Set ................. $999

BRS900™
MEDIUM

L-CLASS™
PLUSH

  Twin XL Set ... $1919
  Full Set ............ $2249

  Queen Set ............ $2399
 King Set ................. $3039

L-CLASS™
EXTRA FIRM

     Twin XL Set ... $1619
  Full Set ............ $1949

   Queen Set ........... $2099 
King Set ................. $2739

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM PILLOW TOP

  Twin XL Set ... $2149
  Full Set ............ $2459

   Queen Set ........... $2599
  King Set ................ $3199

HARMONY LUX™
PLUSH

  Twin Set .... $1299
  Full Set ......... $1499

      Queen Set ......... $1999
   King Set ............... $2499

C-CLASS™
MEDIUM

   Twin XL Set .. $2419
Full Set ........... $2749

     Queen Set ......... $2999
   King Set ............... $3839

  Twin Set ...... $995
  Full Set ......... $1399

      Queen Set ......... $1499
   King Set ............... $1799

SPRING GROVE™
LUXURY FIRM

1-800-261-WOOD
802-388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com 

FREE
DELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT       
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

Adult Education Classes
Winter/Spring 2022

Licensed Nurse Assistant Program (LNA)
Mar 1 - May 5; Tue & Thu; 4:30P - 8:00P; 
$1,920; additional $150 needed for LNA license 
application and testing fees. Forty hours of clinical 
required.  Dates TBD.
This course will prepare the student to apply for Licensed 
Nurse Assistant (LNA) licensure with the State Board of 
Nursing.  

Phlebotomy Technician Training
Feb 28 - May 25; Mon & Wed; 4:30P - 8:30P;
$1,700; includes textbooks.  PTC exam $115 payable 
on-line two weeks prior to testing. Graduates will 
be eligible to sit for the national exam to become a 
Phlebotomy Technician (PTC) through the American 
Medical Certification Association. Vermont anticipates 
30 job openings per year for phlebotomists for the next 10 
years, with a median wage of over $16/hour.  

Clinical Dental Assistant
Vermont State Dental Society is offering Administrative 
Dental Assistant training statewide through a 
collaboration of area dentists and our online ed2go 
course.  The course is self-paced, so you can start 
when you want and finish at your own pace (within 
six months). Approximately 150 class hours. Each 
student will be connected to a regional dentist for clinical 
experience during the course work. $1,995 includes all 
instructional materials required.

Basic CPR
4 Hrs; $45.00; call for more information.
American Red Cross CPR training gives you the 
information and the skills that you need to help adults, 
children and infants during breathing and cardiac 
emergencies.

Intro to Welding
Feb 15 - 24; Tue & Thu; 5:30-8:00P; 10 Hrs; 
$200 includes materials and safety protection; 8 
student limit.
A beginner’s course to introduce students to the art 
and science of welding.  

Advanced Welding
March 8 - Apr 14; Tue & Thu; 5:30-8:00P; 30 Hrs;
$600 includes materials and safety protection; 8 
student limit.  Prerequisite: Intro to Welding or 
instructor pre-approval.
Designed to enhance SMAW welding skills for those who 
have completed Intro to Welding or have equivalent 
experience. 

The Makery at Hannaford Career Center
The Makery is a member-based makerspace 
collaborative for people to imagine, experiment, 
network, collaborate and create for personal and 
professional growth. Currently, we offer access to labs 
in Woodworking and Sewing.
$7.50 per visit, $50 for a 10-visit punch card for $50, 
$100 for an unlimited annual membership, or choose 
a no-charge option. Tours on Thursday nights or email 
Makery Coordinator, Dan Callahan at coordinator@
makeryatpahcc.org.

Are you interested in enrolling in the following 
classes?  Classes will be scheduled according to 
interest. Call (802) 382-1004 for further information.

Intro to Glowforge Laser Cutter
5 Hrs; 2 evenings from 4:30P-7:00P; 
$100 includes materials; 4 student limit per class. 
Each student receives 2 free passes to our Thursday night 
Makery space for additional use of the laser cutter.  

Forklift Operator Safety Training
4 Hrs; $100. 
Designed for all powered “lift truck” operators in 
manufacturing, construction and retail.
The course will cover an overview of the regulations (29 
CFR 1910.178), training requirements, forklift basics 
and characteristics, operating rules of the road, truck 
inspection (hands-on), dock safety, parking, and the 
stability triangle.

Intro to CNC Wood Router
18 Hrs; 6 classes; $360 includes materials; 4 student 
limit per class.  Each student receives 2 free passes to our 
Thursday night Makery space for additional use of the CNC 
Router.

Intro to Basic Woodworking
12.5 Hrs; 5 classes; $250 includes materials; 6 student 
limit per class. 
Designed for those interested in learning the basics of 
woodworking.  

Tractor Safety
10 Hrs; 5 classes; 4:30-6:30P; $250; must be 18 or older; 
limit 6 students per class.
Students will learn tractor safety protocols, tractor controls 
and operation, preventive maintenance and upkeep.  

For full course descriptions and registration, please visit 
https://www.hannafordcareercenter.org/all-course-
offerings

“We are currently in the process 
of reviewing applications for state 
and federal eligibility,” Waterman 
said.

To be eligible, farms must:
• Be a Vermont farm.
• Manage crop or hay land.
• Be registered with the USDA 

Farm Service Agency, and have 
managed land that’s mapped 
and in compliance with federal 
Highly Erodible Land and Wetland 
regulations.

• Have an up-to-date nutrient 
management plan that meets the 
required agricultural practices for 
their farm size, including recent 
soil (and in most cases manure) 
tests.

Applicants that qualify for the 
VPFP program will be eligible for 
an initial payment of up to $4,000 
per farm.

The Vermont Agency of 
Agriculture hopes to work with 40 
to 50 farms on data entry and enroll 
20 to 30 farms for an additional 
phosphorus reduction payment of 
up to $50,000 per farm, according 
to the agency’s Jan. 7 media release. 
Participants can manage program 
requirements independently or 
work with local Natural Resources 
Conservation District personnel at 
no cost to the farm.
FARM INNOVATORS

“Vermont farmers have shown 
us time and time again that they 
are innovators and lead the way 
at improving water quality,” 
Agriculture Secretary Anson 
Tebbetts said through the media 
release. “This program will not 
only provide payment for that 
important work, but also give 
Vermont farms tools to keep their 
conservation momentum moving 

forward. We encourage all Vermont 
farmers to take a close look at this 
new program.”

Priorities for VPFP program 
funding will go to farms that:

• Are located in areas of Vermont 
with the highest TMDL (total 
maximum daily load) phosphorous 
reductions. 

• Have the highest percentage 
of field conservation practice 
installation.

• Have the highest percentage 
of self-funded field conservation 
practices.

• Demonstrate dedication to 
keeping clear, up-to-date nutrient-
management records.

• Meet the criteria for 
Historically Underserved 
Producers.

Successful applicants for 
Phosphorus Reduction Payments 
must sign a contract and maintain 

clear, accurate records and undergo 
periodic onsite verification of those 
records and of field practices.

At the end of the year, if all record 
and verification requirements are 
met, the farm will receive payment 
for the documented phosphorus 
reduction.

VPFP is an annual program that 
renews at the beginning of each 
year, so all farms will have the 
option to reapply for 2023.

Goodrich Farm signed up for the 
program this year, Goodrich said.

“Our big goal is to keep growing 
with technology and to move 
forward into the future learning to 
be the best land managers we can 
be,” he said.

For more information about 
the Vermont Pay for Phosphorus 
program visit agriculture.vermont.
gov/VPFP.

Farmers
(Continued from Page 14A)

THE DISSOLVED AIR flotation system up and running at the Chase Goodrich’s farm in Salisbury separates phosphorus solids from treated 
farm waste, producing a “cake” that can be transported and reapplied on any soils where the nutrient is lacking.

Independent photo/Christopher Ross
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SUPER FEBRUARY DEALS*

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN
338 Exchange Street, Middlebury VT • 802-388-4937

Mon - Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5, Sun 9-4 • MiddleburyAgway.com

               YOUR YARD, GARDEN and PET PLACE™  • 802-388-4937

Open
 7 days

Happy New Year
and Thank you for your 

Business & Support!
All offers good on in-stock items, while supplies last. Offers expire 1/22/22.

SKU: CTOP10

$49.99

#10

Kids Winter Carhartt

 #8
Vaporizer Rock Salt 

 #5   Half Price
Custom Engraved While You Wait!

#6

          
Dog Wash Tokens

Buy 2 – Get 
the 3rd FREE! 

#6

                  Pet Tags

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION COUPONAPPRECIATION COUPON

#3

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY COUPON
Valid through

1/22/22

30% Off
Lined Pants, Long Sleeve Shirts & Bodysuits, 

Sweatshirts, Sweatpants,Jackets and Gift Sets

#4

CELEBRATE 2022 CELEBRATE 2022 with theTOP TEN TOP TEN DealsDeals
 now through January 22, 2022 now through January 22, 2022!!   

PLUS one extra bonus coupon!PLUS one extra bonus coupon!
#9

$26.99

#7Agway
Black Oil Sunfl ower Seed Vaporizer Rock Salt 

$5.99Ice Melter
50lb

SKU: CTOP10

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION COUPON

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY COUPON
Valid through

1/22/22

APPRECIATION COUPON
#2

SKU: CTOP10

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION COUPON

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY COUPON
Valid through

1/22/22

APPRECIATION COUPON
#1

SKU: CTOP10

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION COUPON

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY COUPON
Valid through

1/22/22

*excluding Agway Mealworm Flavor.*excluding Agway Mealworm Flavor.

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION COUPON

Free Agway
Suet * with a 
purchase of 

$25
or more

Excluding Kids Clearance styles

In-stock items only, while supplies last.
 Cannot be combined with any other discount, 

in-store offer or coupon. One coupon per 
customer.

  In-stock items only, while supplies last. 
Cannot be combined with any other discount, 
in-store offer or coupon. If item is already on 

sale, you get whichever is the best deal!

ANY $100
$5 OFF

 ANY purchase
of $20.00 or more

This Coupon MAY BE 
COMBINED with 

EVERY other coupon
offer or discount!

$10 off
$75 or more 

of Dry/Frozen Dog
and Cat Foods

In-stock items only, while supplies last. 
Cannot be combined with any other discount, 
in-store offer or coupon. If item is already on 

sale, you get whichever is the best deal!

$30 OFF
or more 
Carhartt 

purchase

Use on accessories, pants, women’s newly received winter styles, men’s fl annel shirts and more!

Men’s Bibs, 
Jackets & Vests

50lb

  25% Off

25lbSave $5

#10#10

Kids Winter Carhartt
Lined Pants, Long Sleeve Shirts & Bodysuits, 

Sweatshirts, Sweatpants,Jackets and Gift Sets

Zignature Dog Food
Turkey Formula

$30 OFF
$100 or more

Purchase of

Valentine’s Day Plants
for your sweetheart 

Mini Roses, Mini African Violets,  
Mini Orchids,  Cyclame & More! 2 for $39.99  

(20 qt.)
(reg. $24.95 each)

 
2 for $19.99  

(6 qt.)
(Reg. $12.99 each)

50 lb. $7.99
(Reg. $9.99)& Winter Clothing

Plan Now for Great Results!

LARGEST SEED 
SELECTION IN ADDISON 

COUNTY!
Agway

Botanical 
Interests

High Mowing
Liberty 

Livingston
Renée’s

Seed Savers 
Seedway

NEW 2022 NEW 2022 
SEEDS & SEEDS & 

STARTER KITSSTARTER KITS

20% OFF
All Pet Leashes, 

Harnesses, Collars 

 & BEDS!!!

Dental chews for Dogs & Cats

10% OFF
while supplies last

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION COUPON

$10 off
$75 or more

of Dry/Frozen Dog  
and Cat Foods or Treats

In-stock items only, while supplies last. 
Cannot be combined with any other 

discount, in-store offer or coupon. If item is 
already on sale, you get whichever is the 

best deal!

PET DEALS!

SKU: CFEB
Coupon must be present at time of purchase

Valid through 2/28/22

* All offers good now through 2/28/22 
In-stock merchandise only – cannot be combined with 

any other sale or offer – while supplies last.

NOW THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2022

IN 1973, BRISTOL Post Office clerk Linda Lathrop — pictured here with colleagues — celebrated her fifth anniversary, as did the post office 
building at 11 Main St. Mail delivery has changed a lot since then, but for Lathrop, who just celebrated her 55th anniversary with the USPS, 
the focus has always been on helping people.

Photo courtesy of Bristol Historical Society

and sorted until we were done.”
Today, rural route letter mail 

comes pre-sorted, and because of 
email and texting there’s less of it.

At the same time, in this era 
of online shopping there’s a lot 
more of something else that needs 
sorting: packages. And those don’t 

arrive on trays. They’re brought in 
on pallets.

The trend has only increased 
during the pandemic, when more 
and more people made online 
purchases instead of visiting local 
stores.

“Now people are used to (online 
shopping) and it works for them 

fine,” Lathrop said.
But things have really changed 

for mail carriers.
“They’re having a hard time 

keeping up,” Lathrop said.
Most recently the Bristol Post 

Office, like others, received 
an influx of a different kind of 
package: the home COVID-test 

IN THIS PHOTO dated around 1968, Linda Lathrop, then in her 
early 20s, poses with a cake she baked for one of her Bristol Post 
Office colleagues. More than five decades later, Lathrop, 75, is still 
baking for her co-workers, and it’s said that her cookies are so good 
people fight over them.

Photo courtesy of Bristol Historical Society

Lathrop
(Continued from Page 1A) kits the federal government made 

available to every home in the 
United States beginning last month.

“For a while they were coming 
in heavy,” Lathrop said. “But it 
didn’t bring things to a standstill. 
It was just extra work. You buckle 
down and you go faster and you go 
harder to get it done.”

It’s possible Lathrop is more 
tuned in to the way things have 
changed because she’s been at 
the post office for so long, she 
acknowledged.

“It might not feel this way to 
someone who’s starting new.”

One of Lathrop’s colleagues at the 
Bristol Post Office, Victoria Welch, 
is quite new, by comparison. She’s 
“only” three years into her post 
office career. All but six months of 
that time she’s spent working with 
Lathrop.

“She’s an amazing teacher and 
mentor,” Welch said. “She knows 
everybody in town, and she knows 
everything. If you have a question 
you go to Linda. She is the post 
office.”

In fact, Lathrop is so vibrant 
and energetic that the carriers and 
clerks sometimes have a hard time 
keeping up with her, Welch said.

Lathrop is also, as Welch 
affectionately put it, “our little 
mother hen.”

“She checks up on us. She always 
makes time to stop and listen, and 
hear your concerns. And she makes 
cookies, which we do fight over — 
Linda’s an amazing baker.”

She also likes to play little 
tricks on people, Welch said. For 
instance, she’ll occasionally hide 
something from one of the carriers, 
then delight in watching them look 
around for it, and even let them 
begin to panic a little bit before 
confessing.

But, Welch said, “when it comes 
to business, Linda’s all business.”

And she is a beloved member of 
the Bristol community.

Welch recalled a time when 
Lathrop was out from work for 
a few months because of a health 
issue.

“It was hard for us to adjust 
without her,” Welch said. “I would 
make a list of questions for Linda 
and call her and she’d answer my 
questions, and we’d have a little 
gab session.”

Post office patrons immediately 
noticed Lathrop’s absence and 
wanted to know where she 
was. When they discovered she 
would be staying home for a 
while, “there was an outpouring 
of support,” Welch said. “They 
brought cards into the post office. 
Some people even came in and 
offered to help Linda around the 
house — anything they could do 
to help.”

Lathrop emphasized how 
grateful she’s been for the people 
in her community — not just 
during her absence but during her 
entire career.

Last week, after Welch made 
an announcement on social media 
about Lathrop’s 55th anniversary, 
the community responded again.

“I’ve gotten a lot of cards at the 
post office,” Lathrop said. “I’ll be 
bringing the pile of them home 
soon, so I can read them — and 
maybe cry.”

Lathrop has no immediate plans 
to retire, she said.

“People ask me, ‘Why do you 
still work?’ And I tell them it’s 
because I like the job. I like the 
interactions with people.”
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ScoreScore
BOARD

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

2/2 MUHS vs Harwood  .....................3-2
2/5 Hartford vs MUHS .......................4-1
2/7 Harwood vs MUHS ......................6-3
2/9 MUHS at Woodstock .................Late

Boys’ Hockey
2/2 MUHS vs Burlington ....................4-2
2/5 Woodstock vs MUHS ...................2-2
2/7 MUHS vs St. J .............................7-4

Boys’ Basketball
2/2 Windsor vs OV .........................59-45
2/3 Mt. Abe at North Country .......... Ppd.
2/5 VUHS vs Missisquoi ................57-42
2/5 MUHS vs Mill River ..................47-46
2/5 OV vs Proctor ..........................66-59
2/7 Hartford vs OV .........................72-55
2/7 Mt. Abe vs Mill River ................66-42
2/9 MUHS at MVU ...........................Late
2/9 VUHS at Mt. Abe  ......................Late

Girls’ Basketball
2/2 North Country vs VUHS ...........47-40
2/2 Mt. Abe vs Enosburg ...............49-26
2/2 Missisquoi vs MUHS ................41-39
2/4 Springfield at OV ...................... Ppd.
2/5 Spaulding vs Mt Abe ................57-31
2/5 Missisquoi vs VUHS ................56-53
2/7 Harwood vs MUHS ..................43-34
2/7 VUHS vs Fairfax ......................41-34
2/8 Windsor vs OV .........................55-38
2/8 Enosburg vs MUHS .................46-40
2/8 North Country vs Mt. Abe ........39-32

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

2/4 Midd vs Trinity ..............................3-0
2/5 Midd vs Trinity ..............................5-0

Men’s Hockey
2/4 Trinity vs Midd ..............................2-2
2/5 Wesleyan vs Midd .......................5-2
2/8 Colby vs Midd ..............................3-2

Women’s Basketball
2/2 Trinity vs Midd ..........................62-59
2/6 Midd vs Wesleyan ...................59-51
2/8 Amherst vs Midd ......................72-56

Men’s Basketball
2/5 Wesleyan vs Midd ...................83-67

SCHEDULE
HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Girls’ Hockey
2/12 MUHS at Stowe ..................... 4 PM
2/16 Rice at MUHS ........................ 7 PM
2/19 MUHS at Bratt .................. 4:45 PM

Boys’ Hockey
2/12 MUHS at Northfield ...............11 AM
2/16 MUHS at MMU ................. 8:15 PM
2/19 Lyndon at MUHS .............. 7:15 PM

Boys’ Basketball
2/10 Fair Haven at OV ................... 7 PM
2/12 Mt. Abe at Milton ..............11:30 AM
2/12 Fair Haven at VUHS ......... 2:30 PM
2/12 MUHS at N. Country ....... 12:30 PM
2/14 VUHS at MUHS ..................... 7 PM
2/14  Enosburg at Mt. Abe ............. 7 PM
2/17  Missisquoi at Mt. Abe ............ 7 PM
2/17 VUHS at Enosburg ................ 7 PM
2/17 MUHS at Milton ..................... 7 PM
2/17 OV at Woodstock ................... 7 PM
2/19 MUHS at Fair Haven ........ 2:30 PM
2/19 Mt. Abe at OV ................... 2:30 PM

Girls’ Basketball
2/10 MUHS at Colchester .............. 7 PM
2/11 Enosburg at VUHS ................ 7 PM
2/11 Mt. Abe at Missisquoi ............. 7 PM
2/12 MUHS at Rutland .............. 2:30 PM
2/12 VUHS at Missisquoi .......... 6:30 PM
2/14 Hazen at VUHS ..................... 7 PM
2/15 Mt. Abe at VUHS ................... 7 PM
2/15 OV at Proctor ......................... 7 PM
2/17 Mt. Abe at MUHS ................... 7 PM
2/18 Montpelier at Mt. Abe ............. 7 PM
2/18 OV at Springfield ................... 7 PM
2/18 VUHS at MUHS ..................... 7 PM

Dance
2/12 MUHS at Lamoille .................. 1 PM

Gymnastics
2/25 State Meet ...............................TBA

Nordic
2/16 MUHS at Burlington  .............. 3 PM

Wrestling
2/12..................  State Dual Meet at TBA

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

2/11 Midd at Williams .............Postponed
2/12 Williams at Midd ............Postponed

Men’s Hockey
2/12 Midd at Williams .................... 4 PM

Women’s Basketball
2/11Tufts at Midd ........................... 7 PM
2/12 Bates at Midd ......................... 3 PM

Men’s Basketball
2/12 Midd at Bates ...........................TBD
2/13 Midd at Tufts .......................... 1 PM

Given rapidly changing schedules 
those interested in attending or viewing 
events are advised to check school 
websites for the latest updates.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — Monday’s 

Middlebury Union High School 
vs. Harwood girls’ hockey game 
got off to a promising enough start 
for the host, as the Tigers pressured 
the Highlanders early on. 

Almost immediately, Harwood 
goalie Jordan Hunter had to stop 
a McKenna Raymond breakaway, 
and at 4:25 Erin Mulcahy made 
it 1-0, MUHS, by picking up a 
Quinn Doria shot that bounced off 
a Harwood defender in the slot and 
whipping it high into the net.

But the game began to turn late 
in the period when a penalty call 
went against the Tigers, although it 
looked like the players just tripped 
over one another. 

Harwood didn’t score on the 
power play, during which goalie 
Ruby Hubbell made a couple 
strong saves on Highlander 
standout Louisa Thompson, but 
seemed to gain the momentum. For 
their part, the Tigers appeared to 
be out of sorts, at times frustrated, 
the rest of the way. 

And Thompson went on to 
have a career night, scoring six 
times — four by skating in alone 
on Hubbell as the Tiger defense 
could not contain her, including 

twice after turnovers in the Tiger 
zone — as Harwood skated away 
with a 6-3 victory.

MUHS Co-Coach Erin 
Robinson, whose team dipped 
to 7-8 with the setback, credited 
Thompson.

“She’s a fantastic skater. She 
really owned the ice tonight,” 
Robinson said. “We couldn’t stop 
her.”

TIGER LIA CALZINI and Highlander Summer Herrington skate after a loose puck during Monday’s game at the Memorial Sports Center, 
won by visiting Harwood, 6-3.

Independent photo/Steve James

Harwood takes high road 
vs. MUHS girls’ hockey

(See Hockey, Page 3B)

Missisquoi fends off gritty 
Commodore girls’ basketball
By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — How does 
a team handle adversity? Do the 
athletes go through the motions 
if losses pile up? Or do they pull 
together and keep competing?

Based on Saturday’s game 
against visiting Missisquoi Valley 
and other recent close results, the 
Vergennes Union High School 
girls’ basketball team appears to be 
on the latter path. 

Yes, the Division III 
Commodores lost to the T-Birds, 
56-53. It was their ninth straight 
setback, dropping them to 4-10. 
Eight of those 10 losses have come 
to teams with winning records. The 
exception was D-I Colchester, 7-8 
as of Saturday.

A couple setbacks were 
one-sided, but recently the 
Commodores have been back on 
course: Two competitive games 
with 11-4 North Country preceded 
Saturday’s battle. 

And on Saturday they repeatedly 
fought back against the T-Birds. 
They never led from 3:20 of the 
first quarter until 3:20 of the fourth, 
and lost on tie-breaking free throws 
in the final seconds. 

Coach Billy Waller had hoped 

the Commodores would break 
through for a win, but he wasn’t 
disappointed at what he saw. 

“The main thing is they’re still 
fighting,” Waller said. “We haven’t 
won a game in a month. And these 
kids are still fighting. I’m proud of 
them.” 

The only two games in which 
Waller said the Commodores were 
not competitive came vs. rivals 
Mount Abraham on Jan. 22 and 
Middlebury on Jan. 29. 

Waller said the response of the 
Commodore team that returned 
only three players from the squad 
that reached the D-III final a year 
ago has been critical.

“When Mount Abe and 
Middlebury took it to us in back-
to-back games, I felt like the girls 
could have went one of two ways,” 
Waller said. “And they dug in and 
they’ve been playing better.”

Missisquoi, which improved to 
8-4 and starts three seniors and two 
juniors, posed matchup problems 
for the smaller, less experienced 
Commodores. VUHS had no 
answer in the first half for six-foot 
center McKenzie Vincent.

Vincent poured in 16 of her 19 
points in the first half and keyed the 

T-Birds on the boards, where MVU 
owned a 19-10 first-half advantage. 

The Commodores hung close 
for the first quarter as sophomore 
guard Kaelin Sullivan attacked the 
basket and scored five, and senior 
forward Felicia Poirier added four 
as the T-Birds led, 16-12.

VUHS went cold in the second 
quarter, and Vincent tossing in six 
points as the T-Birds pulled ahead 
by 28-17 with 1:45 to go. 

Poirier then sank a three from the 
left flank at the one-minute mark, 
and 30 seconds later stole the ball 
and went in for a layup to make 
it 28-22 at the break. She would 
finish with 27 points after scoring 
nine in the first half. 

Just as critically as Poirier’s 
second-half points was that 
VUHS attacked the boards with 
a vengeance after the break and 
outrebounded the T-Birds, 26-19, 
preventing second-chance points 
and picking up a half-dozen of their 
own. 

Waller also put the 5’-11” Poirier 
on Vincent, who started passing 
out of the post or missing shots. 
“Twenty-three (Vincent) was a 
handful,” Waller said. “I tried 

VUHS SENIOR FELICIA Poirier blocks this shot by Missisquoi’s Alex Bourdeau as junior Jasmine Little 
(No. 10) also defender during Saturday’s game at VUHS. Missisquoi edged the Commodores, but Poirier 
played well at both ends of the court.

Independent photo/Steve James

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury Union High School 
dance team continued a strong 
winter campaign with second-
place finishes in two disciplines at 
its home meet this past Saturday. 

The Tiger dancers were second 
to Lamoille in close judging in the 
five-team Hip Hop competition, 
and also took second behind South 
Burlington in the Pom competition, 
in which three teams took the floor.

Mount Mansfield edged 
Lamoille in the four-team Jazz 
competition.

The race between the Tigers and 
Lamoille was tight in Hip Hop. 
The judges overall ranked the 
Tigers first in five of the 11 criteria 
in which they rate the teams — 
execution of movement, spacing, 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n / p r o j e c t i o n , 
complexity of movement, and 
overall impression. 

But Lamoille gained an edge in 
the other six criteria. Two judges 
rated them the top team, and the 
third placed them in third place, 

for a total of five points. The 
three judges ranked MUHS first, 
second and third, respectively, 
for six points, and the call went 
Lamoille’s way. 

Mount Mansfield (seven) was 
a close third, with Burr & Burton 
(13) and Mount Anthony (14) 
trailing.

South Burlington clearly 
prevailed in Pom, with first-place 
rankings from all three judges 
overall and in most criteria. All the 
judges rated the Tigers second, and 
they did well in communication/
projection and synchronicity. 
Mount Anthony was third on all 
three scorecards.

Mount Mansfield edged 
Lamoille, 5-6, in the four-team Jazz 
field. Two judges ranked the teams 
in a first-place tie, but one gave 
MMU the nod over Lamoille, and 
MMU prevailed. South Burlington 
(nine) and Burr & Burton (13) 
trailed. 

The MUHS dance team is 
scheduled to compete at Lamoille 
on Saturday at 1 p.m.

MUHS dance team 
excels at home meet

SENIOR ALEXA WHELAN gets expressive with her eyes and hands 
as the Middlebury Union High School dance team hip hops its way to 
second place in a five-team competition at home on Saturday.

Independent photo/Steve James

MIDDLEBURY SENIOR CAROLINE Teague leads the Tiger dance 
team in a Hip Hop performance in a competition at MUHS on Saturday. 
The team claimed second with this dance and in the Pom discipline, 
as well.

Independent photo/Steve James (See Basketball, Page 2B)



PAGE 2B — Addison Independent, Thursday, February 10, 2022

four different girls on her before I 
settled on Felicia.”   

The Commodores cut the lead 
to 40-37 after three periods, with 
six points from Poirier, four from 
senior forward Ryley Dubois, 
three from junior point guard Kyra 
Bradford (she had eight in all), and 
two more from Sullivan. With 2:50 
to go, T-Bird Abigail Paquette hit 
a three to make it 38-31, but the 
Commodores closed the period 
with a 6-2 run.

In the fourth period, a drive from 
VUHS sophomore Ava Almeida 
and free throws after offensive 
rebounds from Almeida, Bradford 
and Poirier tied the game at 43-43 
at 5:23. Danielle Totten put the 
T-Birds back on top, but a Poirier 

jumper and a conversion on a steal 
 gave VUHS the lead, 47-45, at 
3:45.

MSU’s Paquette responded with 
a three 10 seconds later, but Poirier 
scored in transition to make it 49-
48, VUHS at 3:20. Two Paquette 
free throws at 2:56 put Missisquoi 
back on top, and at 2:00 Vincent hit 
in the post: 52-49, T-Birds. 

Poirier sank a shot in the lane to 
make it 52-51, and a Paquette (10 
points) free throw made it 53-51 at 
1:00. The Commodores turned the 
ball over, but Almeida stole the ball 
back, and Poirier nailed a jumper 
to make it 53-53 at 0:25. 

But the Commodores fouled 

Totten, and she hit two free throws 
with 11.6 seconds to go. Vincent 
blocked a VUHS shot at the other 
end, and Totten added a clinching 
free throw with a second left. 

The Commodores will not enter 
the D-III postseason with a high 
seed this year, but Waller believes 
efforts like Saturday’s and the level 
of competition they have played 
shows they are capable of doing 
damage. 

“I feel like with the schedule 
we’ve played we’re as prepared 
as we could be,” Waller said. 
“We couldn’t do anything more to 
prepare ourselves than what we’re 
doing right now.”

Sports (Mostly)
KARL 

LINDHOLM

I grew up in a hockey town, 
Lewiston, Maine. Not really a 
town, Lewiston is the second 
largest city in the state (population, 
37,000), and it’s right across the 
Androscoggin River from Auburn 
(24,000). 

The Bates Mill that dominated 
the industrial landscape in 
Lewiston was named after 
Benjamin Bates, after whom the 
college there is also named. The 
population of Lewiston was not 
predominantly French-Canadian, 
it was overwhelmingly French-
Canadian. The city’s nickname 
was “Little Canada.” I grew up an 
anglophone in a francophone city, 
a fascinating cultural context for 
which I am eternally grateful.

My best friend in high school 
was John Bouchard, universally 
known as “Butch.” His dad 
Adrian and his mom Simone 
were both millworkers. They 
lived in a triple-decker in the 
shadow of the enormous St. Peter 
and Paul cathedral downtown. 
Butch had three older brothers, 
two of whom were also called 

“Butch!” Little boys all over 
Quebec (and Lewiston!) with 
that surname were bestowed the 
honor of that nickname after the 
Montreal Canadiens charismatic 
star defenseman Emile “Butch” 
Bouchard (1941-56). 

Lewiston was hockey-
mad. The high school 
team most years was  the 
best in the state. Its chief 
rival was St. Dominic’s 
High, also in Lewiston, 
a Catholic school with 
instruction in French. 
We played our games 
in the Central Maine 
Youth Center, where 
Muhammad Ali knocked 
out Sonny Liston in May 
1965 

There were only six teams (Les 
equips originales) in the National 
Hockey League from 1942-67. The 
Canadiens, or the “Habs” (short 
for Les Habitants), were hockey 
royalty, with great players with cool 
names: the dashing centerman Jean 
Beliveau, goalie Jacques Plante, 
defenseman Bernie “Boom Boom” 
Geoffrion, Maurice “the Rocket” 
Richard, and his younger brother, 
Henri, the “Pocket Rocket.”

The Canadiens were the fl agship 
team of the NHL in those days, a 
dynasty. Worship of the Canadiens 
in Quebec was described as a 
“civic religion.” The Canadiens 
have won the NHL Championship, 
the Stanley Cup, 24 times. The 
Toronto Maple Leafs are next with 
13.  

Alas, times change. 
Manufacturing left Lewiston and 

the entire region long ago, though 
the French infl uence is still strong. 
In the NHL, the Original Six have 
been absorbed into a league with 
32 teams, in cities that have never 
seen outdoor rink (“pond hockey,” 
what’s that?), such as Tampa Bay, 
Los Angeles, Nashville, Charlotte, 
Dallas, Las Vegas and Phoenix. 
The Canadiens have had nearly 
a 30-year drought since their last 
Stanley Cup win in 1993. Right 
now, the Canadiens have the worst 
record of all 32 teams in the NHL. 

So the Canadiens have cleaned 
house, hiring a new VP of hockey 

operations (Jeff Gorton) and a new 
general manager, Kent Hughes. 

Hughes is a 52-year-old hockey-
lifer, a lawyer, who well knows his 
way around the NHL, having built 
a successful career over 25 years 

as an NFL player agent 
based in Boston (one 
of his clients is Bruins 
veteran star Patrice 
Bergeron). 

This new directeur 
général, Kent Hughes, 
is a Middlebury College 
graduate, class of 1992. 
He was inducted into the 
Middlebury Athletics 
Hall of Fame just this last 
fall. At that ceremony, 
Kent’s coach, Bill 

Beaney, described his importance 
to the Middlebury men’s program 
as “a transformative infl uence, a 
literal game changer.”

Kent came to Middlebury in 
Bill’s third year as a coach when 
the Panthers had just completed 
their second straight 7-16-2 season. 
“Kent was the leader of a great 
freshman class,” Beaney said. 
“Over their four years they would 
win over 80 games and have fi ve 
All-Americans. Kent was not only 
a fi rst team All-American 
but was the Player of the 
Year in Division III.”

As local fans know, 
those Kent Hughes teams 
led to the extraordinary 
success of Middlebury 
men’s hockey in the 1990s 
and early 2000s when the 
Panthers under Coach 
Beaney won fi ve 
consecutive NCAA 
championships from 
1995-99 and then three 
straight from 2004-06, 
an amazing run. 

Now Middlebury’s 
Kent Hughes fi nds 
himself the custodian 
of the fortunes of the 
Montreal Canadiens, 
this hockey institution, 
and is charged with returning 
the Canadiens to their winning 
ways, and perhaps to glory, an 
enormous challenge. 

Kent was raised in Montreal and 

speaks French fl uently, as do his 
wife, Deena, also a Montrealer, and 
their three young-adult children. 
Yet Kent is anglophone in a 
francophone culture and this issue 
adds to the pressure of the job. 
Watching Kent so skillfully handle 
himself in French and English in 
the January 18th press conference 
announcing his appointment is 
impressive indeed. (Check it out, 
easily accessed on the internet.)

Allison Hanes, a columnist 
for the Montreal Gazette, wrote 
recently about “the fraught 
history between anglophones and 
francophones and the Canadiens’ 
delicate place at the crossroads of 
Quebec culture, language, identity 
and politics.” She acknowledged 
that “Hughes is under intense 
pressure to rebuild a fl oundering 
team.” 

In accepting this challenge, Kent 
said in the press conference, “It’s 
Montreal, the city where I grew 
up, the most decorated franchise 
in hockey history.” He said he 
was advised by a friend, “’Kent, 
it’s the New York Yankees, it’s the 
Dallas Cowboys, it’s the Montreal 
Canadiens. Come on, you don’t 
have a decision to make.’”

It’s as if it’s his 
responsibility. Bill 
Beaney asserts, “He’s 
ready; he’s the right man 

for the job. He can do it.” 
As for his many 

friends and admirers in 
Middlebury, ses amis, 
they send their warm best 

wishes and a hearty 
bonne chance!

THE STANLEY 
CUP is considered 
by many, including 
this author, the 
best championship 
trophy with the 
coolest traditions 
attending it in 
all of American 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
sports. Kent 

Hughes, Middlebury 
’92, the new general manager of 
the historic Montreal Canadiens, 
has been hired to return the 
Canadiens to Stanley Cup 
competitiveness.

Le nouveau directeur général du Canadiens: Kent Hughes! 

FORMER MIDDLEBURY HOCKEY coach Bill Beaney (1987-2015) 
introduced Kent Hughes ’92 at Hughes’s induction last fall into the 
Middlebury Athletic Hall of Fame. An NHL player agent for 25 years, 
Hughes was named general manager of the Montreal Canadiens on 
Jan. 17.

Photo by Todd Balfour

1992 MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE graduate Kent Hughes holds modern-day records at Middlebury for 
most assists and most points in a career. He was captain of the ECAC championship team and an All-
American and national Player of the Year in 1992. 

Photo courtesy of Middlebury Athletic Communications

Basketball 
(Continued from Page 1B)

COMMODORE SOPHOMORE GUARD Kaelin Sullivan goes up for 
two of her nine points against visiting Missisquoi on Saturday. The 
T-Birds survived a Commodore rally to prevail by three. 

Independent photo/Steve James

SomaworkSomaworkss    ••    MiddleburMiddleburyy,, VT VT 
802-388-3362 802-388-3362 

  Wellness        
    Directory

Want to
advertise within
this directory?

Contact Sydney for information:
sydneys@addisonindependent.com

or call 802-388-4944

Georgia Dune CMT, LE 
DuneSpavt@gmail.com

802-377-2507
DuneSpaVT.com

DuneSpa

Exceptional Bodywork
and Skin Care

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”
50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Jim Condon Jim Condon  .....  802-388-4880 or 802-475-2349
    SomaWork
Caryn Etherington Caryn Etherington  ............  802-388-4882 ext. 3
    Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork
Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ................ 802-388-4882 ext. 4
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue
JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon ............................... 802-388-0254

Energy Work                www.joanne.abmp.com
Winfi eld Kelley, D.C. Winfi eld Kelley, D.C.  ........................ 802-453-6010
    Chiropractic Treatment
Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master
Nancy TellierNancy Tellier ............................... 802-388-4882 ext. 1

Ortho-Bionomy®
Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson.....................................  802-989-2969

Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
 Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Practitioner Practitioner 
of the Weekof the Week

Georgia Dune,
Licensed Esthetician
Massage Therapist

Refl exologist

Georgia Dune is the owner 
and sole practitioner of 
DuneSpa in Middlebury. 
She has been a dedicated 
bodyworker since 2005 and 
she opened DuneSpa in 
2020. Her peaceful space 
is located in between Otter 
Creek Used Books and Otter 
Creek Yoga in Marble Works 
and all sessions and services 
are by appointment only. 
Her passion is to help people 
have less pain, not only the 
day of and after their sessions, but every day. 
The bodywork she offers; cupping and foot 
massage is deeply relaxing and makes lasting 
changes in the whole body. 

Georgia has been a Licensed Esthetician since 
2018. Body waxing and brow design are her 
current specialties and she may resume facials 
once the pandemic is over. View her DuneSpa 
Google Listing to see her brow work and read 
customer reviews.

Visit Dunespavt.com to see her full menu of 
services and client testimonials. 
Follow DuneSpa at: Facebook.com/dunespavt
Instagram.com/dunespavt

Contact Georgia at:
Dunespavt@gmail.com
802-377-2507

Memorial Sports Center
296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT

802-388-1238
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Upcoming Events

SKATE SHARPENING 
AVAILABLE

DURING ALL EVENTS

Thursday, February 10, 2022 
Public Skating 9:00 am - 11:00 am
  

Saturday, February 12, 2022 
Public Skating

12:00 pm - 1:30 pm
  

Monday February 14, 2022
Stick & Puck 3:30 pm - 5:00pm

  
Tuesday, February 15, 2022 

Public Skating 9:00 am - 11:00 am

Thursday, February 17, 2022
Public Skating 9:00 am - 11:00 am

Stick & Puck 3:30 pm - 5:00pm
  

Tuesday, February 22, 2022 
Public Skating 9:00 am - 11:00 am
  

Thursday, February 24, 2022 
Public Skating 9:00 am - 11:00 am
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But Robinson said her skaters 
didn’t link up with or look for 
each other as well as they can, 
especially after Harwood began 
to skate better. 

“It’s knowing where we should 
be and where our partners are 
and having faith that they’re 
going to get there,” Robinson 
said. “Connecting the dots is all 
about team chemistry, and if it’s 
not there then it’s not going to 
translate on the ice.”

After Mulcahy gave MUHS 
the lead, Tigers Lily Finn and 
Lia Calzini buzzed the net in 
a scramble two minutes later, 
but Hunter, who made 22 saves, 
stood her ground. A minute after 
that, Hubbell made a nice blocker 
stop on Thompson from the edge 
of the right circle.

Soon afterward, both goalies 
came up big, Hunter on a 
Raymond breakaway and Hubbell 
from the slot on Thompson. 

Then came the penalty on the 
Tigers at 8:44, and momentum 
shifted, even though the Tigers 
killed the penalty effectively. 

Robinson agreed the 
Highlanders switched into high 
gear after the call, possibly 
because the Tiger line rotation 
went out of whack. 

“We tried to roll different lines 
to stretch out their energy, and 
penalties defi nitely affect that, 
getting back into their rhythm,” 
she said.

With 2:28 left in the period, 
Thompson skated down the left 
side, and her hard shot from the 
bottom of the left circle trickled 
through and into the net. 

Thompson made it 2-1 
with a break-in on the Tiger 
goal 12 seconds into the next 
period. Hubbell stoned another 
Thompson breakaway three 
minutes in, but couldn’t stop 
the Highlander from stuffi ng the 
puck home after a giveaway in 
the right circle at 4:59.

The Tigers had chances 
throughout the period, and Avery 
Gale fi nally cashed in on a power 
play with 25 seconds left. She 
beat Hunter from the right side 
from a sharp angle, and it was 3-2 
entering the fi nal 15 minutes.

Gale had a chance to knot the 
score on a shorthanded breakaway 
early in the third, but her shot 
sailed high. Hunter also stopped 
Gale on a Tiger power play three 
minutes in. 

Half a minute later Thompson 
made it 4-2 with another 
breakaway. Tiger Sawyer 

Witscher hit the post seven 
minutes in, before Thompson’s 
fi nal two goals, one a breakaway 
on a power play, one a 
shorthanded fl uke, made it 6-2. 
Finn’s unassisted score from the 
left point at 13:10 created the 
fi nal score.

Before Monday, the Tigers 
split a pair of recent games. On 
Feb. 2, the Tigers rallied to win 
at Harwood, 3-2, as Calzini and 
Gale each scored in the fi nal 3:05 
of the third period to wipe out a 
2-1 Highlander lead. Raymond 
also found the net for MUHS, and 
Hubbell made 16 saves

On Saturday,  visiting Hartford 
skated away with a 4-1 victory 

over MUHS. Four Hurricanes 
scored, and goalie Sydney 
Stillman made 12 saves. Calzini 
scored for the Tigers, with an 
assist from Doria, and Hubbell 
made 19 saves.

Coach Robinson said unity 
would be the key if the Tigers 
are to see better results down the 
stretch.

“Until we can come together and 
act as a real team we’re not going 
to see the results that we want in 
our heart. It really comes down to 
team chemistry,” Robinson said. 
“If we’re not playing together 
we’re never going to play united 
and be successful.”

802-388-6888   •   VERMONTSUN.COM

Novice and advanced athletes alike marvel at the beauty of our courses 
and enjoy the mountains, lakes and streams of Central Vermont.

See our website for course maps, race details and registration.

5K,  10K  &  5K,  10K  &  HALF MARATHONHALF MARATHON

May 15, 2022May 15, 2022
Lake Lake Dunmore, Dunmore, 

VermontVermont

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury College women’s 
hockey team kept winning to 
highlight recent Panther sports. 

Elsewhere, the ski team took 
third in an abbreviated UVM 
carnival; the men’s basketball team 
came up short in a key NESCAC 
showdown; the women’s hoop 
squad won once in three outings, 
but remained high in the league 
standings; and the men’s hockey 
team earned a tie in three games. 
WOMEN’S HOCKEY

Panther women’s hockey 
improved to 18-0, 12-0 in 
NESCAC play, with two weekend 
shutout wins at league foe Trinity 
(6-10-1, 2-8). They remain the 
top-ranked and only undefeated 
team in NCAA Division III. They 
were set to play a home-and-home 
series with Williams this weekend, 
but those games were postponed.

On Friday the Panthers blanked 
the Bantams as goalie Caroline 
Silk made a career-high 23 saves. 
The Panthers fi red a season-high 
50 shots on Bantam goalie Hannah 
LeClair, who stopped 47 of them. 

The Panthers took the lead on a 
Claudia Vira shot from the point 
through traffi c at 13:01 of the fi rst, 
made it 2-0 late in the second on 
a Jenna Letterie one-timer set up 
by Eva Hendrikson, and got a pad 
goal with 3:01 remaining in the 
third from Madie Leidt, a shot 
from the left wing, her NESCAC-
leading 13th of the season.

On Saturday the Panthers 
defeated Trinity, 5-0, as goalie 
Sophia Merageas made 21 saves. 
LeClair made another 44 stops for 
the Bantams. 

Middlebury got two goals from 
Vira and one apiece from Alexis 
Ryan, Letterie and Kate Dudley. 
Sabrina Kim picked up three 
assists, while Raia Schluter added 
a pair of helpers.
SKIING

The Middlebury ski team 
scored 336 points, all from the 
Nordic skiers, in placing third at 
the Vermont Carnival this past 
weekend. Alpine events were 
canceled due to weather conditions. 
UVM won with 518 points, while 
Dartmouth was second with 436.  

On Saturday Panther Peter 
Wolter placed second in the men’s 
10K classic in at 28:10.2, just 
two seconds behind the winner. 
Cornwall’s Sam Hodges was next 
for Middlebury, placing ninth 
in 29:04. For the women Kate 
Oldham paced Middlebury with a 
ninth-place fi nish (33:23.6).

In Friday’s freestyle sprint 
Oldham led the Panther women 
in 10th in 4:20. Hodges was the 
top fi nisher for the men in 15th 
in 3:41. Middlebury Union High 
School grad Jack Christner was the 
third Panther fi nisher, taking 34th 
(3:46).
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

The Panther women’s basketball 
team stands at 11-9, 5-3 NESCAC, 
in fourth place in NESCAC 
heading into its fi nal regular 
season games, at home vs. No. 12 
Tufts at 7 p.m. on Friday and Bates 
at 3 p.m. Saturday.

On Feb. 2 host Trinity rallied 
past the Panther women in the 
fourth quarter to prevail, 62-59. 
The Panthers scored the fi rst six 
points of the fi nal period to lead by 

54-43 with 7:49 remaining.
Trinity later went on a 10-2 

run to tie the game at 59-59 on a 
three from Tori Varsamis with 2:19 
left. At 1:11 Bantam Liz Althoff 
converted an offensive rebound for 
a 61-59 edge. The Panthers turned 
the ball over, and Althoff hit a free 
throw for the fi nal margin.

Trinity stands at 14-4, 6-1 
NESCAC, good for fi rst place in 
the league.

Alexa Mustafaj, NESCAC’s 
leading scorer, led the Panthers 
with 20 points. Emily Downer 
chipped in 10 points and six 
rebounds, Gianna Palli contributed 
seven boards and fi ve assists, and 
Reagan McDonald and Augusta 
Dixon each scored nine points. 

Reilly Campbell produced 25 
points and 10 boards to lead the 
Bantams.  

On Sunday the Panthers 
outlasted host Wesleyan, 59-51. 
The Cardinals dropped to 10-11, 
3-5. The Panthers had a strong 
fi rst half and led, 33-21, at the 
intermission. Wesleyan closed to 
within 53-48 with 2:15 remaining 
in the fourth quarter, but the 
Panthers went fi ve of six from the 
line down the stretch to seal the 
win. 

Mustafaj recorded 21 points, 
fi ve steals and fi ve boards, and 
Bethany Lucey contributed 15 
points and eight rebounds. Caleigh 
Ryan paced the Cardinals with 18 
points and 13 rebounds.  

On Tuesday, host No. 11 
Amherst improved to 17-2, 6-2 
NESCAC, with a 72-56 win over 
the Panthers. 

The Mammoths broke the game 
open with an 11-0 second-quarter 
run to lead at the half, 43-26, and 
were not seriously challenged 
afterward.

Mustafaj reached the double-
fi gure plateau for the 16th straight 
time with a game-high 24 points. 
Claire Miller added nine points 
and fi ve rebounds. 

Gabrielle Zaffi ro led Amherst 
with 20 points and seven rebounds, 
while Courtney Resch added 15 
points and six boards.
MEN’S BASKETBALL

In men’s hoop on Saturday 
visiting Wesleyan prevailed over 
the Panthers, 83-67, in a showdown 
for fi rst place in NESCAC. The 
Cardinals improved to 18-3, 6-1, 
in the league, while the Panthers 
dropped to 16-4, 6-2 in NESCAC 
play. Williams (14-1, 4-1) edged 
into second place.

The Panthers play at last-place 
Bates on Saturday and fourth-place 
Tufts on Sunday as regular-season 
play concludes. 

Noah Osher (18 points, six 
rebounds) and Alex Sobel (18 
points, eight rebounds and four 
blocks) led Middlebury. Sam 
Stevens scored 14, and David 
Brennan added eight points and 
three steals.  

Cardinal Jordan James recorded 
23 points, nine rebounds, four 
steals and three blocks, and Sam 
contributed 16 points and 12 
rebounds.
MEN’S HOCKEY

On Friday the men’s hockey 
team tied visiting Trinity, 2-2. 
The Bantams were 9-7-1, 7-5-1 
NESCAC heading into Saturday.

Andrej Hromic gave Middlebury 

the lead with a fi rst-period power-
play goal assisted by Jin Lee. 
Bantam Devan Tongue equalized 
at 8:34 of the second period, 
but Paddy Bogart answered for 
Middlebury, from Emack Bentley, 
to make it 2-1 entering the third. 
Trinity’s Riley Prattson closed the 
scoring at 4:07 of the third with a 
shot from the point.

Jake Horoho made 29 saves for 
Middlebury, while J.P. Mella made 
25 for Trinity. 

On Saturday Middlebury outshot 
visiting Wesleyan, 32-17, but came 
up on the short end on an afternoon 
on which the program honored 
seniors Alex Lee, Tyler Capello 
and Zach Shapiro. Wesleyan won, 
5-2.

Wesleyan (9-8-2, 8-4-2 
NESCAC) took charge with three 
fi rst-period goals, one on a power 
play.

Second-period goals by Bentley 
and Bogart made it 3-2, but the 
Cardinals sealed the win with two 
empty-net goals in the fi nal 1:59. 
Horoho made 12 saves for the 
Panthers, while Marc Smith had 
30 stops for the Cardinals.

On Tuesday the Panthers could 
not hold a 2-0 lead and fell, 3-2, to 
host Colby. The Mules improved 
to 13-4-1, 10-3-1. Middlebury 
is 2-12-3, 1-11-2, heading into a 
game at Williams on Saturday. 

Bogart’s unassisted goal gave 
Middlebury the lead 1:48 into the 
game. Bentley tucked home the 
rebound of a Bret Pastor shot 1:18 
into the second period to make it 
2-0. 

Nineteen seconds later Mule 
Brian Sanzone stole the puck from 
a Middlebury defender and scored. 
At 2:20 of the period Austen 
Halpin’s slap shot from just inside 
the blue line made it through traffi c 
and made it 2-2.

Colby took the lead at 7:22 of the 
fi nal period, when John McElaney 
wristed a bid in from the doorstep. 
Horoho made 22 saves, while 
Andy Beran had 29 for Colby. 

Panther women’s hockey keeps 
rolling; skiers are third at UVM

Hockey 
(Continued from Page 1B)

TIGER DEFENDER QUINN Doria takes a spill after being tripped 
by Harwood’s Louisa Thompson during Monday’s home game. 
Thompson committed three penalties, but also scored six times as 
the Highlanders prevailed. 

Independent photo/Steve James

MUHS GIRLS’ HOCKEY forward Lia Calzini controls the puck during 
Monday’s game vs. visiting Harwood. The Highlanders prevailed, 6-3. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Otter, Eagle players 
on Vermont Shrine 
football squad

ADDISON COUNTY — Two 
local high school senior football 
players have been selected to 
play in the 69th annual Shrine 
Maple Sugar Bowl, which has 
been scheduled for 12:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, Aug. 6, in Dave Wolk 
Stadium at Castleton University.

Ryan Stoddard, a two-way 
lineman from the cooperative 
Mount Abraham-Vergennes 
program, and Dylan Stevens-Clark, 
a tight end and defensive lineman 
from the Otter Valley team, were 
chosen for the Vermont squad.

More than 200 graduating 
high school seniors from New 
Hampshire and Vermont were 
nominated by their head coaches. 
In each state, screening committees 
chaired by the Shrine head coaches 
selected their teams. BFA-Fairfax 
Coach Craig Sleeman will lead the 
Vermont team. 

Twenty-one Vermont teams were 
represented on the fi nal 39-man 
roster. 

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
Union High School boys’ hockey 
picked up two wins and a tie in 
recent action and moved back to 
.500 at 6-6-2.

The Tigers are scheduled to 
play at Northfi eld on Saturday and 
Mount Mansfi eld on Wednesday.

On Feb. 2 the Tigers scored three 
goals in the fi rst period, including 
Toby Draper’s strike 12 seconds 
after the opening faceoff, on the 
way to a 4-2 win over visiting 
Burlington.

Kellan Bartlett set up Draper’s 
score and added the other two early 
goals, the fi rst at 2:36 from Matthew 

Kiernan and Eliot Heminway, and 
the second at 9:11 with an assist 
from Henry Hunsdorfer.

Luke Hellyer briefl y tied the 
game at 1:28 of the fi rst period 
before Bartlett restored the Tiger 
lead, and Cannon Poulin made 
it 3-2 early in the third for BHS. 
Bartlett completed a hat trick late 
in the second, from Draper. Eddie 
Hodde made 23 saves for the 
Tigers, and Steven LaBombard 
made 39 for the Seahorses.

On Saturday the Tigers settled for 
a 2-2 tie with visiting Woodstock 
despite a 43-19 edge in shots on 
goal. Matthew Kiernan, from Nate 

Muzzy, and Bartlett, from Jordan 
Martin, scored for MUHS, and 
Hodde made 17 saves. Woodstock 
equalized with about two minutes 
remaining in regulation.

On Monday the Tigers outscored 
host St. Johnsbury, 7-4, as Bartlett 
scored fi ve times, four in the fi rst 
period as the Tigers jumped out 
to a 5-0 lead. Draper scored twice 
and picked up four assists, Clyde 
Malhotra and Kiernan added two 
assists apiece, and Casey Calzini 
made 15 saves. The Tigers outshot 
the Hilltoppers, 48-19.

Boys’ hockey team takes two, ties one
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VSL A
RAMS

CINCINNAT TI
BENGALS

SUPER SUNDAYSUPER SUNDAY
2022

F O O T B A L L  C O N T E S T

ADDISON COUNTY INDEPENDENT

ENTER TO WIN!
Who will be taking home the trophy in this year’s big 
game? Take a guess and you could win a super prize 

from one of these great local businesses:
American Flatbread, Countryside Carpet & Paint, 

Vermont Sun Fitness Center

SUPER SUNDAYSUPER SUNDAY
2022

F O O T B A L L  C O N T E S T

Who will win: RAMS or BENGALS?
__________________________________________________

Please guess the combined final score
__________________________________________________
Name: ____________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________
Town: _______________ Phone Number: _________________

q  Yes, please sign me up for the Addy Indy News Digest!

You could win a prize from one of these  great local 
businesses:  Vermont Sun, Countryside Carpet & Paint

or American Flatbread
Please circle your first choice of prize.

LA

RAMS
CINCINNATTI

BENGALSVS

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

MAKE YOUR GUESSES
at addisonindependent.com/contests

or by mailing the form below to us 
at 58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753.

16 Creek Rd., Middlebury • M-F 7:15-5:30, Sat. 8-3  •  388-6054

We’ve Got You Covered…

Paint • Flooring • Window Treatments
& Everything You Need for any Project

AN IMPENETRABLE DEFENSE
FROM THE LEADERS IN THE FIELD

COUNTRYSIDECARPETANDPAINT.COM

High-Performance & Durable. Protects Your
High-Traffic Routes from Scuffs and Stains

Enter the 
Super Sunday Contest
for a chance to win 
1 of 2 Memberships 

& 1 month dues
to Vermont Sun!

Middlebury 388.6888 Vergennes 
vermontsun.com

Get Off the Bench
and Join In!

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Vergennes snapped a losing 
streak to highlight recent local 
high school girls’ basketball play. 
Elsewhere, Mount Abraham 
earned one big win, but lost twice, 
while Middlebury and Otter Valley 
failed to pick up victories.

The Commodores also hosted 
Missisquoi on Saturday; see story 
on Page 1B.
COMMODORES

On Feb. 2 a Commodore rally 
fell short as visiting North Country 
prevailed, 47-40. The Falcons led 
by 15 at the half, but VUHS rallied 
to within three points before NCU 
pulled away in the fi nal three 
minutes. Sabine Brueck’s 21 points 
led the 10-4 Falcons. 

Felicia Poirier, Riley Dubois
and Kyra Bradford all scored 10 
points for the Commodores.

On Monday the Commodores 
bounced back from recent 
competitive losses and snapped 
their nine-game losing streak by 
defeating host Fairfax, 41-34. 
VUHS led throughout and held 
Fairfax to 16 points through the 
fi rst three periods. 

Poirier sparked the win with 
23 points, 19 rebounds and seven 
steals. Gabby Jones score 13 points 
for the Bullets.
EAGLES

On Feb. 2 the Eagles knocked off 
previously undefeated Enosburg, 
49-26. The Eagles led throughout 
and held the 11-1 Hornets to two 

points in the second period to lead 
at the half, 18-10, and then put the 
game out of reach by scoring 19 
points in the third period. 

Maia Jensen led Mount Abe 
with 20, Abby Reen had 16 
points and six boards, and Payton 
Vincent grabbed seven rebounds. 
Lily Robtoy led Enosburg with 
nine points. 

On Saturday host Spaulding 
coasted vs. the Eagles, 57-31. 
Autumn Lewis led three Tide 
teammates in double fi gures with 
13 points, adding seven rebounds 
and three steals. 

Reen led the Eagles with 11 
points, and Madi Gile scored six.

On Tuesday visiting North 
Country outlasted the Eagles, 39-
32, holding them to two points in 
the fi nal period. Gile tossed in 16 
points for the Eagles, who dropped 
to 9-7, while Sabine Brueck led the 
Falcons with 11. 
TIGERS

On Feb. 2 host Missisquoi 
improved to 7-4 by edging MUHS, 
41-39, in a game that was close 
throughout. Alex Brouillette (12 
points) led MVU. 

Ele Sellers tossed in 15 for the 

Tigers, adding 7 rebounds and four 
steals. Also contributing for the 
Tigers were Cady Pitner, with 
eight points and six rebounds, and 
Ivy Doran, with seven points, 
eight rebounds and fi ve steals.

On Monday visiting Harwood (9-
8) topped the Tigers, 43-34. Jillian 
Rundle led three Highlanders in 
double fi gures with 14 points. 
Sellers scored 16 for the Tigers.

On Tuesday visiting Enosburg 
(12-2) edged the Tigers, 46-40, 
as Hornets Alexis Kittell (12) and 
Emily Adams (11) combined for 
half their team’s points. Sellers 
scored 16 for MUHS, but the 
Tigers dropped below .500 at 7-8.
OTTERS

On Tuesday host Windsor 
improved to 13-2 by defeating the 
Otters, 55-38. The Jacks pulled 
away after leading by 27-22 at 
halftime. Elliot Rupp led their 
balanced attack with 14 points.

Alice Keith scored 12 to lead the 
8-7 Otters. Brittney Jackson (eight 
points) and Elena Politano (seven) 
also contributed offensively. The 
Otters’ Feb. 4 game vs. Springfi eld 
was postponed.

ADDISON COUNTY — Amid 
postponements due to weather, 
local high school boys’ basketball 
teams enjoyed good weeks between 
Feb. 2 and 8, as Mount Abraham, 
Vergennes and Middlebury each 
won once, and Otter Valley netted 
one victory in three outings. 

Games scheduled for Wednesday, 
Feb. 9, including VUHS at Mount 
Abe, were played after the deadline 
for this edition.
EAGLES

On Monday the Eagles rode a big 
second half past visiting Mill River, 
66-42. Minuteman Ryan Smith 
scored 14 of his 23 points as MRU 
took a 25-24 halftime lead, but the 
Eagles came out of the locker room 
after the break with a 25-2 third 
quarter to put the game away. 

Eagle Henry Cogswell scored 
12 of his 28 points in that decisive 
quarter. Tristan Parker, Chance 
Denecker and Gavin Bannister
added eight points apiece as Mount 
Abe improved to 8-4 heading into 
Wednesday

COMMODORES

On Saturday, the Commodores 
opened the game against visiting 
Missisquoi with a 16-2 run on the 
way to a wire-to-wire, 57-42 victory. 
Tyler Bergmans led the way with 
24 points, 13 rebounds and six 
assists, and Oakley Francis added 
six points and fi ve rebounds as 
VUHS improved to 9-3 heading into 
Wednesday.

Hayzen Luneau led MVU with 
10 points. 
TIGERS

On Saturday, the Tigers edged 
host Mill River, 47-46, in a back-
and-forth contest. Nikolai Luksch
hit a transition layup for the winning 
points with a second left on a 
Graham Matrick feed.

The Tigers trailed at halftime, but 
used a 17-5 third-quarter advantage 
to take a 38-32 lead entering the fi nal 
period. But MRU’s Smith hit two 
free throws to give his team the lead 
in the late going and set the stage 
for Luksch’s game-winner. Smith 
was hot from long range and had 24 
points. 

Jack Trudeau led the Tigers with 
15 points, followed by Matrick (12) 
and Willem Berry (11). MUHS 
improved to 4-9.
OTTERS

On Feb. 2, visiting Windsor to 
defeated the Otters, 59-45. Maison 
Fortin scored 25 points for Windsor, 
and Kaleb Swett added 18. Aiden 
Decker paced the Otters with 19 
points, and Logan Letourneau
added nine.

On Saturday, Elijah Tucker-
Bryant led the Otters with 24 points 
as they edged visiting Proctor, 66-59. 
Letourneau added 12 points and 
Owen Thomas sank three three-
pointers, two of them in the fourth 
quarter, and fi nished with nine. 

Levi Petit (24 points) and Bryson 
Bourn (21) kept the 6-6 Phantoms in 
the game. 

On Monday, host Hartford pulled 
away in the second half to defeat the 
Otters, 72-55. OV led at the break, 
but the Hurricanes took charge by 
outscoring OV by 20-10 in the third 
quarter. Brandon Potter paced the 
10-2 Hurricanes with 18 points.

Tucker-Bryant (15 points), 
Letourneau (10) and Drew Pelkey
(nine) led the Otters as they  dropped 
to 3-12 heading into a Thursday 
home gave vs. Fair Haven, the top 
team in Division II. 

Boys’ hoop teams 
pick up victories

Girls’ basketball:Commodores, 
Mt. Abe win; Tigers, Otters fallBy Gregg Rosenthal

Around The NFL Editor
This was set to be a Super Bowl 

blessedly light on quarterback 
legacy talk until Tom Brady retired. 
A quick note: I’d argue Brady was 
the best NFL quarterback at age 44 
and would be a worthy MVP pick. 
Brady’s two-year run in Tampa was 
like a Gronk spike on  the debate 
over the greatest quarterback ever.

Perhaps Patrick Mahomes of the 
Kansas City Chiefs will get in that 
conversation someday, but  this 
is not a Super Bowl run-up about 
goats and baby goats, just two 
quarterbacks  at very different stages 
of their careers.

In Super Bowl LVI this coming 
Sunday, Feb. 13, the Cincinnati 

Bengals will face the Los Angeles 
Rams at SoFi Stadium in Los 
Angeles. Kick-off is set for 6:30 
p.m.

Bengals quarterback Joe Burrow 
was recovering from a torn ACL 
at this time a year ago. His 2021 
season exceeded all expectations, 
partly because his physical gifts 
caught up with his feel for the game. 
He survived the AFC Championship 
Game because of his legs. Burrow 
doesn’t need to win the Super Bowl 
to be a top-fi ve NFL quarterback; he 
just needs to continue playing at this 
level season after season.

The journey of Rams QB 
Matthew Stafford to this game is 
rockier, with higher peaks and more 
boulders to dodge. His best three-

game stretch of the entire season 
has come in the playoffs, just as the 
Rams would’ve hoped. He makes 
throws few can attempt and has cut 
down on the bad decisions over the 
last month. That doesn’t make him 
close to a Hall of Famer yet, despite 
his career counting stats — can 
we have some top-fi ve seasons 
fi rst? — but another superlative 
performance would give Stafford a 
fi ghting chance for Canton. Turning 
34 years old this month, he should 
have more great seasons in Sean 
McVay’s offense in front of him.

Legacy talk is unavoidable in 
a column like this, an annually 
updated list of the now-65 Super 
Bowl starting quarterbacks. It’s 
important to note that for players like 
Johnny Unitas and Bart Starr, who 
started Super Bowls but whose peak 
years came before the Super Bowl 
era, I considered their entire careers, 
not just what they did from 1966 
onward. I ranked all quarterbacks 
based on career achievements, with 
regular-season excellence, All-Pro/
Pro Bowl appearances and seasons 
as top-fi ve and top-10 players at the 
position carrying more weight than 
just Super Bowl success. (Spoiler: 
Jim Plunkett did not have a better 
career than Dan Marino. Sorry.)

It’s impossible for 25-year-old 
Burrow to fare well on a list like this 
after just 29 career starts, but this 
ranking is like a low introductory 
offer in a negotiation. He will 
be rising annually over the next 
decade-plus and he’ll probably be 
back on this stage, his sunglasses 
and IG captions evolving — like his 
ranking — with the times.

How will QBs fare in Super Bowl
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Family Owned Since 1906

Manufactured locally
in Bristol, Vermont
QUALITY Kiln-dried 

Lumber
Hardwood

Mon-Fri 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(closed noon-12:30pm)

802-453-4884
www.vermontlumber.com

Friendly & Professional Service
Cash & Volume Discounts

ROUGH HARDWOODS
Maple • Oak • Birch • Cherry • Ash
Butternut • Yellow Poplar • Walnut 

• Mahogany

Repairs & Remodeling • New Con-
struction • Furniture • Cabinets

Superior Quality and Great Prices!

Call for pricing and availability.

cvplumbingheating.com champlainvalleyfuels.com

PLUMBING & HEATING
125 Monkton Road

Bristol, VT
802-453-2325

FUEL DELIVERY
185 Exchange Street

Middlebury, VT
802-388-4975

Thank you for your
support and loyalty

• Dependable Delivery
• 24-hour Emergency Service

• Free estimates for new installations and renovations

If you’re a Bristol resident And 
support retail cannabis sales 

please vote yes to opt-in
on town meeting day march 1.

open 11-5     tues-sat    |    802-452-4797    |    11 Main st bristol
just come on down

or stay connected on facebook and instagram
don’t forget our novelty seeds

JAMES A. DUMONT, ESQ.

15 Main Street
PO Box 229

Bristol, Vermont
05443

1-802-453-7011

jim@dumontlawvt.com

Visit our website at
dumontlawvt.com

Representing injury victims for more than 35 years

Call me toll free - 1-866-453-7011

BRISTOL — On Jan. 21 at 3 a.m. 
Bristol police responded to a burglar 
alarm at the Walgreens Pharmacy on 
1 Prince Lane and determined two 
unknown males had forced 
entry, entered the store 
and left the area in what 
appeared to be maroon-
colored Jeep Liberty.

During investigation 
police also learned the suspects may 
be connected to similar burglaries in 
Vergennes and Brandon.

Anyone with information about 
this incident is asked to contact the 
Bristol Police Department at 802-
453-2533.

Between Jan. 10 and 23 Bristol 
police completed 42 foot patrols, 
conducted two car patrols and three 
traffic stops, and checked security at 
Mount Abraham Union High School 
14 times, at Bristol Elementary 
School 14 times, and at local 
businesses 14 times.

Police also processed six 
fingerprint requests, verified two 
vehicle identification numbers, 
helped three people get into their 
locked vehicles, responded to one 
false alarm, facilitated the return of 
one loose dog and conducted three 
welfare checks without incident.

During this period the department 
assisted Vermont State Police once 
and Bristol Rescue once.

In other recent activity, Bristol 
police:

• On Jan. 10 served a no-trespass 
order on a person on West Street.

• On Jan. 11 investigated a 
suspicious vehicle on Pine Street but 
found nothing of concern.

• On Jan. 12 were dispatched to a 
custody dispute on Airport 
Drive and referred the 
parties to family court to 
resolve their disagreement.

• On Jan. 12 issued 
tickets for vehicles on Park 

Place for violating the town’s winter 
parking ban.

• On Jan. 14 helped someone 
with their disabled vehicle on Lovers 
Lane.

• On Jan. 14 issued tickets for 
vehicles on Park Place for violating 
the town’s winter parking ban.

• On Jan. 15 checked on 
suspicious vehicles on Airport Drive 
and found nothing of concern.

• On Jan. 15 helped someone 
with their disabled vehicle on Prince 
Lane.

• On Jan. 15 received a report 
of someone not returning from an 
excursion on West Street, but the 
person was located elsewhere with 
no issues or concerns.

• On Jan. 16 took a report from a 
concerned citizen.

• On Jan. 16 responded to a 
single-vehicle crash without injuries 
on South Street and will complete a 
report.

• On Jan. 17 helped someone 
with their disabled vehicle on South 
Street.

• On Jan. 18 responded to a 
vehicle disabled in the pull-off area 

of Route 116 and directed traffic 
until it was removed.

• On Jan. 18 issued a no-trespass 
order to a Raven Cliff property.

• On Jan. 19 issued warnings to 
vehicles parked in a no-parking area 
on Park Place and School Street.

• On Jan. 19 received a complaint 
about an animal on Meehan Road 
and determined no action rose to the 
level of an offense or required police 
involvement.

• On Jan. 19 helped the 
Department of Public Works move 
vehicles hindering snow removal 
on Main Street.

• On Jan. 20 responded to the 
report of a residential smoke alarm, 
which turned out to have been 
triggered by cooking bacon and 
was no longer active when police 
arrived.

• On Jan. 20 responded to 
repeated reports of a loose dog on 
North Street and warned the owner 
about leash law violations.

• On Jan. 22, on multiple 
occasions, issued tickets for 
vehicles on Park Place for violating 
the town’s winter parking ban.

• On Jan. 22 four officers 
completed online training on fair 
and impartial policing.

• On Jan. 22 removed 
construction debris from the travel 
lane on Route 116.

• On Jan. 23 investigated a 
report of a theft on West Street and 
determined it to be a civil dispute 
rather than a criminal violation.

Police investigate break in

Bristol BeatBristol Beat

Police Log
Bristol

Snow sculpture
contest on tap

VERMONT — Bristol and 
Lincoln, along with Shoreham, 
were the three Addison County 
towns that were among the 41 
Vermont municipalities benefiting 
from Bylaw Modernization Grants 
recently awarded by the Department 
of Housing and Community 
Development to align regulations 
that support more homes in 
neighborhoods.

“The most common housing 
constraints we hear about such as the 
cost of materials, limited workforce, 
and financing are irrelevant if 
you can’t get a permit to build,” 
said Agency of Commerce and 
Community Development Secretary 
Lindsay Kurrle. “This new grant 
program will help improve the local 
permitting process in cities and towns 
that want and need more housing.”

Municipalities will use this new 
funding to hire a regional planning 
commission or consulting staff to 
collaborate with local stakeholders 
and prepare bylaw updates that 
expand opportunities for new 
homes, confront the state’s housing 

crisis, and ready communities 
for unprecedented investments in 
housing and infrastructure. 

Sen. Michael Sirotkin, chair 
of the Committee on Economic 
Development, Housing and General 
Affairs, is a legislative champion of 
these grants.

“Although zoning isn’t the only 
market force constraining the 
supply of available homes,” he said, 
“outdated zoning can increase the 
cost of housing, delay construction, 
make it harder for companies fill job 
openings, and will keep Vermont’s 
economy from reaching its full 
potential.”

The department received a total 
of 31 applications requesting over 
$687,000 in funding. The fiscal year 
2022 projects include: 

Bristol will survey existing 
conditions, consider amendments 
to the Village Planning Area 
districts, enhance live-work housing 
opportunities and strategies for 
complete streets, and explore State 
designations. Grant: $9,800. 

Lincoln will conduct public 
outreach and update local zoning 
bylaws to mitigate obstacles to 
growth in the four village districts, 
encouraging affordable and diverse 
housing for people of varying 
incomes. Grant: $9,000.

Shoreham will modernize bylaws 
and produce Unified Development 
Regulations that support compact, 
mixed-used development in 
the Village Residential District, 
including clustered housing 
opportunities.  Grant: $11,000. 

Bristol and Lincoln see bylaw updates

Bristol-area residents are invited 
to turn their frozen artistry into 
kudos from their neighbors. It is 
the return of the Snow Sculpture 
Competition organized by the 
Bristol Recreation Department and 
the Five Towns Friends of the Arts.

Just create something awesome 
with snow, take a photo of it, and 
send it to the Rec Department.

There are four categories: Largest 
Snowman, Most Fashionable, Most 
Creative and Most Well-built. The 
best in each category wins a prize.

Email pictures by March 1 to 
recreation@bristolvt.org.

Memorializing Pete
FRIENDS OF ENVIRONMENTALIST and Bristol 

resident Pete Diminico placed a boulder in his honor 
at the Universal Fishing Platform at Eagle Park on the 
Bristol-Lincoln Road on Dec. 13, 2021, almost a year 
after his death on Christmas Day 2020. Instrumental in 
the installation of the platform, Diminico also showed 
his passion for fly fishing and for nature by founding 
the New Haven River Anglers Association, co-founding 
the Bristol Conservation Commission, and serving on 
the Addison County River Watch Collaborative board. 

Used & New Books
Puzzles & Games

Art & Craft Supplies
Toys & Gifts

Melissa & Doug
Thames & Kosmos

             BO OK S & I N S T R U M EN TS 

1 Main St • Bristol • 453-5982
www.recycledreadingofvt.com

Supply Your Imagination

Mon 10-5, Wed-Sat 10-5, Sun 11-3

Acoustic & Electric Guitars, & Supplies  
   Ukes, Harmonicas, World Instruments
  Kid’s Instruments - Kazoos to Guitars

Cajons, Percussion, Steel Tongue Drums

Your Art Supply Needs 
Painting, Drawing, Calligraphy Supplies 

 Artist Grade Watercolors & Oils 
Art Sets, Clay & Tools, Craft Supplies

Bristol’s Premier Game Shop!
Co-Op, Strategy, World-Building
Legacy, Campaign, Card Games

For Kids, Teens & Adults
Gaming Dice, Mats & Game Shells

Cribbage, Backgammon,
Chess, and Checkers Sets

Classic Family & Party Games
One-on-One & Single Player Games

Thousands of Used/New/Discount Books!

Now in Stock - Handpans!

Award Winning Children’s Games
Learning Toys, Buildings & Craft Kits
Shashibo Cubes, Loopers, FinGears

Curbside pick-up, local delivery & shipping available
12 Main St. Bristol  •  802-453-9645  •  www.simonsaysvt.com

Warm the hearts of classmates, 
sweethearts, or little unicorms 
and dinosaurs in your life with 
cuddly stuffed animals, candy, 

chocolate roses, bath bombs and 
many unique Valentine cards and 

classroom kits!
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info@addisoncountypcc.org • addisoncountypcc.org • 388-3171

Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

Reader Comments

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“I enjoy it. Helps me know what is going
on, at least in Addison County.”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Lincoln writes:

MIDDLEBURY — After 
32 years with Mary Johnson 
Children’s Center, directing school 
age and afterschool programs, Anne 
Gleason retired at the end of 2021. 
Gleason’s impact on hundreds of 
families and thousands of children 
in our community is immeasurable 
and profound, said Kristen Dunne, 
director of the Middlebury center.

“Anne’s creativity, dedication 
and visionary nature made her a 
pioneer of school age children’s 
services and an important advocate 
for the rights of children,” Dunne 
said, in a press release.  

MJCC welcomes Dan DiFranco 
as the new director of school 
age programs. He has worked in 
childcare and afterschool settings 
for 12 years, most recently as a 
director in South Burlington. 

“My focus as program director 
will be to provide the children 
with fun and engaging activities 
each and every day, where they can 
grow and learn from each other, 
and tap into their creative sides,” 
DiFranco said.

In the words of Anne Gleason, 
“These are challenging times, 
but they hold great promise for 
progress in meeting the needs of 

children and families, and I know 
that there are many school age 
adventures ahead.”

DAN DIFRANCO RECENTLY 
took over leadership of the school 
age and afterschool program at 
Mary Johnson Children’s Center. 
He is shown holding Peach, one 
of his several dogs that he brings 
to the office from time to time.

DiFranco takes over school age 
programs at children’s center

calendarcalendar
communitycommunity

Age Well grab and go meal in Vergennes. 
Thursday, Feb. 10,11 a.m., St Peter’s Parish, 

85 S. Maple St. Ham and cheese stuffed 
chicken breast, mashed potatoes, beets, roll, applesauce 
cake and milk. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-in, 
contact free pick up. Call Michelle to reserve by Feb. 6, 
802-377-1419. For age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be provided. 
Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires a 48-
hour notice. 

Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro. 
Friday, Feb. 11, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro 

Baptist Church, Route 116. Ham and cheese 
stuffed chicken breast, mashed potatoes, beets, roll, 

applesauce cake and milk. Please stay in your car. Drive 
up, check-in, contact free pick up. Call Michelle to reserve 
by Sunday, Feb. 6. 802-377-1419. Advanced reservations 
only. For age 60 and up and their spouse of any age. Free 
ride or pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call TVT 
at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice. 

Chinese Lunar New Year presentation 
in Middlebury. Saturday, Feb. 12, 2-4 p.m., 

Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. Join May 
Poduschnick in the community room for a lesson 

on the traditions and meaning of the Chinese Lunar 
New Year. May will teach us how to cook dumplings and 
other delicious traditional treats. Limited to 12 people (or 
households). Each person will take home a few treats to 
share with loved ones. Masks required. Registration at 
ilsleypubliclibrary.org/library-event-1/?fl_builder

Bingo in Vergennes. Saturday, Feb. 12, 5 p.m., St. Peter’s 
Parish Hall, 85 Maple St. Doors open at 5 p.m., Bingo 
starts at 6 p.m. This is a family-friendly event. All cash 
prizes, 50/50 raffle. Refreshments sold. This event is 
sponsored by St. Peter’s Cemetery Committee to benefit 
the on-going efforts for cemetery improvements.

LC Jazz Winter Thaw in Vergennes. Postponed until 
April 30. Saturday, Feb. 12, 7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera 
House. 

Green Mountain Club hike in Ripton. 
Sunday, Feb. 13, Water Tower and Catamount 

Trails. A more difficult, 3- or 4-mile trek with 350-
foot elevation change. Hike will include Water Tower 

trails and the Catamount Trail. Requires car spot. Be 
prepared for ice and snow. Contact leader Ruth Penfield 
at ruthpenfield@gmail.com or 802-388-5407 for details.

Take-out Chili/Pizza/Wings dinner in Bristol and 
Vergennes. Sunday, Feb. 13, 4:30-5:30 p.m., St Ambrose 
Parish, 11 School St and St Peter’s Parish, 85 S. Maple 
St. Cheese Pizza, $15; Pepperoni Pizza, $17, Chili 
(Mild), 1 pint $8; Buffalo Wings (Mild), 12 pieces, $15; 
Canned Soda $1. Place orders in advance at tinyurl.com/
StAmbrose-StPeters-Pizza. To benefit the Youth ministry 
2023 pilgrimage to Rome.

Age Well grab and go meal in Bridport. 
Tuesday, Feb. 15, 11 a.m., Bridport 

Congregational Church, Middle Rd. Spaghetti 
and meatballs, with marinara and parmesan cheese, 

spinach, roll, grapes and milk. Call Michelle to reserve by 
Thursday, Feb. 10. 802-377-1419. For age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires a 48-hour notice. 

“Science Denial: What Happens and What to Do About 
It” virtual presentation. Tuesday, Feb. 15, 7-8 p.m., 
Zoom. Barbara Hofer will explore the role of social identity 
and polarization, cognitive biases, motivated reasoning, 
and what we can do to better understand our own minds 
and those of others to combat science denial, doubt 
and resistance. Sponsored by Middlebury Branch of the 
American Association of University Women (AAUW) and 
Ilsley Public Library. More info at lsleypubliclibrary.org.

Age Well grab and go meal in Middlebury. 
Wednesday, Feb. 16, 11:30 a.m., VFW, 530 

Exchange St. Spaghetti and meatballs, with 
marinara and parmesan cheese, spinach, roll, grapes 

and milk. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-in, 
contact free pick up. Call Michelle to reserve by Thursday, 
Feb. 10. 802-377-1419. For age 60 and up and their 
spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may 
be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT 
requires a 48-hour notice

“Black Politics in the Yankee Republic, 1775-1860” 
virtual lecture by Van Gosse. Wednesday, Feb. 16, 
noon. Gosse is Franklin and Marshall College Professor 
of History and author of “The First Reconstruction: Black 
Politics in America, From the Revolution to the Civil War.” 
His talk will explore that political world, particularly notable 
Black Vermonters like Lemuel Haynes and Alexander 
Twilight. More info and viewing link at vermonthistory.org/
calendar.

Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro. 
Friday, Feb. 18, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist 

Church, Route 116. Spaghetti and meatballs, 
with marinara and parmesan cheese, spinach, roll, grapes 
and milk. Please stay in your car. Please stay in your car. 
Drive up, check-in, contact free pick up. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Thursday, Feb. 10. 802-377-1419. For age 60 
and up and their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up 
and delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 388-2287 to 
inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice. 

Knights in Italy walk-up/drive-up spaghetti dinner in 
Bristol. Friday, Feb. 18, 4:30-6 p.m., St. Ambrose Parish, 
11 School St. The St. Ambrose Knights of Columbus are 
host. Menu includes spaghetti with sauce, garlic bread, 
salad and dessert. Please pull around to the School 
Street side of the church building, place your order and 
your meal(s) will be brought out, packaged up for you to 
bring home. $10 for adults, $5 for children 12 and under, 
and $25 for a family. All proceeds will go toward furthering 
the Knights’ mission of aiding the community in a variety 
of ways including a donation of winter coats to 5-town 
schools. No pre-order necessary.

Indoor yard sale benefit in New Haven. 
Saturday, Feb. 19, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., New Haven 

Town Hall, 70 North St. An abundance of treasure. 
Something for everyone. A well organized event, with 

Science versus denial
ILSLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY will host a zoom presentation by Middlebury College Professor 

Emeritus Barbara Hofer titled “Science Denial: What Happens and What to Do About It” on 
Tuesday, Feb. 15, 7-8 p.m., on Zoom. Hofer, who co-wrote a book of the same name, will 
explore the role of social identity and polarization, cognitive biases, motivated reasoning, 
and what we can do to better understand our own minds and those of others to combat 
science denial, doubt and resistance. 

THURSDAYfeb
10

FRIDAYfeb
11

SATURDAYfeb
12

SUNDAYfeb
13

TUESDAYfeb
15

WEDNESDAYfeb
16

FRIDAYfeb
18

SATURDAYfeb
19

clean, gently used items. All proceeds go to the Brendon P 
Cousino Med47 Foundation, which provides scholarships 
to area tech students, supporting area rescue squads, 1st 
response groups and support to the community. Please 
wear a mask.

Indoor yard sale benefit in New Haven. 
Sunday, Feb. 20, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., New Haven 

Town Hall, 70 North St See Feb. 19 listing.

Age Well grab and go meal in Shoreham. 
Wednesday, Feb. 23, 11 a.m.-noon, Halfway 

House Route 22A. Pick up at back door, meals 
will be brought out. Chicken and biscuit, mashed 

potatoes, stuffing, vegetable, and dessert. For age 60 and 
up and their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to 
inquire. TVT requires a 48-hour notice. Call the restaurant 
to reserve at least 24-hours in advance. 802-897-5160. 

Age Well grab and go meal in Vergennes. 
Thursday, Feb. 24,11 a.m., St Peter’s Parish, 

85 S. Maple St. Oven friend chicken breast, 
mashed potatoes, Capri blend vegetables, roll, 

pumpkin pudding and milk. Please stay in your car. Drive 
up, check-in, contact free pick up. Call Michelle to reserve 
by Sunday, Feb. 20. 802-377-1419. For age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT 
requires a 48-hour notice. 

Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro. 
Friday, Feb. 25, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist 

Church, Route 116. Oven friend chicken breast, 
mashed potatoes, Capri blend vegetables, roll, 

pumpkin pudding and milk. Please stay in your car. Drive 
up, check-in, contact free pick up. Call Michelle to reserve 
by Sunday, Feb. 20. 802-377-1419. For age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT 
requires 48-hour notice. 

HEALTH & WELLNESSHEALTH & WELLNESS

A l - Anon meetings in Middlebury. For a list of online 
meetings visit vermontalanonalateen.org. Online Sundays, 
7:15 p.m. and Wednesdays, 1:30 p.m. If you’d like to speak 
to an Al-Anon member, call our answering service (866-
972-5266) and an Al-Anon member will call you back.

Yoga Philosophy virtual discussion with Prem Prakash. 
Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., Zoom. Go to Ilsley Public Library 
website to register: ilsleypubliclibrary.org.

SUNDAYfeb
20

WEDNESDAYfeb
23

THURSDAYfeb
24

FRIDAYfeb
25

ARTS, CRAFTS & IDEASARTS, CRAFTS & IDEAS

The Makery Sewing lab. Thursdays, 5-9 p.m., The Makery 
at Hannaford Career Center, 51 Charles Ave. Get your 
questions answered and learn new skills from our kind and 
talented Mentors. All levels are welcome from never used 
a sewing machine to advanced pattern making. Limit of 4 
participants. Registration required. Free, $5 Drop-In Fee or 
Membership Cards. Select what works best for you. More 
info at hannafordcareercenter.org/the-makery.

The Makery Woodworking lab. Thursdays, 5-9 p.m., The 
Makery at Hannaford Career Center, 51 Charles Ave. Use 
Makery tools and equipment to work on projects. Get your 
questions answered or learn new skills from our kind and 
talented Mentors. Tool Training pre-requisite required. Limit 
of 5. Pre-registration is required. Free, $5 Drop-In Fee or 
Membership Cards. Select what works best for you. More 
info at hannafordcareercenter.org/the-makery.

Undercover Quilters and Crafters (formerly the undercover 
Quilt Guild), 1st Mondays at 7 p.m., 3rd Mondays at 10 
a.m., St. Ambrose Church, 11 School St. Bristol. All crafters 
welcome. More info contact Marian Baser (ladybaser@
mac.com) or Stacie A. at 802-453-7709 or show up at a 
meeting. Bring along some handwork to do while we meet 
something for show and tell.

KIDS AND FAMILYKIDS AND FAMILY

Kids Cafe Free Movie in Middlebury. Saturdays, 12:30-2 
p.m. Marquis Theater, 65 Main St., 802-388-4841.

La Leche League Virtual Meeting. First Wednesdays, 10 a.m. 
Breast/chest-feeding support group led by Breastfeeding 
Peer Counselor and Middlebury mom Angela Scavo. For 
more info and Zoom link call Angela at 802-349-9084.

New Moms Connection Group. Thursdays, noon, Zoom. Chat 
with other local moms who are in their first year postpartum. 
Hosted by Alison Underwood, counselor and social worker 
at Porter Women’s Health. Call her for consent forms and 
the Zoom link. 802-388-5608. For parents only.

Storytime in Brandon. Saturdays, 11 a.m., Brandon Free 
Public Library, 4 Franklin St. Little ones (age 0-5) and their 
caregivers gather for stories.

Storytime in Bristol. Thursdays 10:30 a.m. Lawrence 
Memorial Library, 40 North St., 802-453-2366. Infants, 
toddlers and preschool age (0-5). Find Marita, her ukulele 
and friends by the library garden for stories, songs and 
activities.

Storytime in Lincoln. Fridays 10:30 a.m., Lincoln Library, 
222 West River Road, 802-453-2665. Infants, toddlers and 
preschool age (0-5). Little ones and their caregivers get 
together for stories and songs. Masks required indoors.

Virtual Mama Group. Last Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m., Zoom. 
Meet other mamas in this virtual gathering led by Middlebury 
mom Angela Scavo. Free. Contact Angela at 802-349-9084.

ATHLETICSATHLETICS

Drop-in Ice Hockey in Bristol. Mondays, 5-7 p.m., Bristol 
Rec Park Rink, Airport Road. Free. Hockey players ages 
13 and up join a pick-up game — on the street until the 
ice is laid down, than skates. All abilities welcome. Masks 
recommended; helmets required.

ONGOING EVENTS

OPEN TUESDAY  - SATURDAY  7:00AM-2PM
51 OSSIE ROAD |   EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-989-7200

Please find the full menu 
on our webite at 
OtterEast.com 

Call Call 802-989-7220 
OR e-mail order inquiries to 
info@ottercreekbakery.com

Grab breakfast and lunch to go 
before you hit the trails!
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Otter Valley Union High SchoolMt. Abraham Union High School

Jamie Dube-Bourdeau
OVUHS

Molly Laurent
MAUHS

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLSSTUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLS

Molly Laurent Jamie Dube-Bourdeau

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics 

802-388-8999
Middlebury

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
388-6054

M-F 7:15-5:30 & Sat. 8-3
countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

We’ve Got You Covered!

Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations to:

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 
• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5

Molly and Jamie
Molly 

and Jamie

Molly and Jamie

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT
802-388-3371

Congratulations

Stop by to grab 
your mug!

Molly
and Jamie

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the Week from all area high schools 
will receivea gift certificate from Vermont Book 

Shop and a mug from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!
If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week 

contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Molly and Jamie

Molly Laurent, daughter of Pam and Mike Laurent of Bristol, is Mount 
Abraham Union High School’s Student of the Week. She is the youngest of 
three girls. Described as a positive force in the learning community, Molly has 
focused her educational choices on taking a wide variety of classes. She has 
consistently received high honors or highest honors throughout her tenure at 
Mt. Abe while taking challenging courses like AP Biology and AP Language 
and Composition. 

Anyone who follows Mt. Abe field hockey will find her name familiar. She 
has been member of the four-time state champion team since the first win 
of that run. Because of her leadership, she was chosen as a team captain 
this year. She is very proud of the success the Eagles have had and the 
connections she has made with her teammates and coaches. Coach Mary 
Stetson praises Molly for being a great team player and a dependable, 
positive force. “She is always looking out for what is best for the team,” 
Stetson says.

Molly has made time for work and volunteer work in her schedule. She 
has worked a wide variety of jobs from picking berries to working as a camp 
counselor at Basin Harbor. She has taken away many important life skills from 
these experiences, which have helped her think about future occupations. 
Her favorite volunteer experience was coaching young field hockey players.

While it is challenging to find free time during the field hockey and lacrosse seasons, Molly enjoys spending time with 
family and friends when she can. In the off season, she spends her time skiing, going to the gym, playing indoor field 
hockey, and reading. 

Molly believes she has developed greatly as a student and a member of the school community while at Mt. Abe. She 
feels she often took her experiences for granted, and looking forward she will push that mindset aside. She encourages 
everyone to cherish the time they have with the people around them.

Molly will attend Kenyon College in Gambier, Ohio, in the fall of 2022, where she will continue to play field hockey. She 
is looking to major in English with a minor or concentration in Women’s Studies. That could change, but overall Molly is 
excited to start college and become a more well-rounded student. Mt. Abe is excited for her as well, and wishes her all 
the best

Congratulations to Jamie Dube-Bourdeau, Otter Valley Union High 
School’s Student of the Week. Jamie is the daughter of Robert and Julie 
Bourdeau of Brandon. Her older brother is a cook at Porter Hospital.

An excellent student, Jamie says that from the start of high school 
she has taken as many advanced classes as she could. She has made 
the honor roll throughout her four years, and recently made the scholar’s 
list for the first quarter of senior year. She has been inducted into the 
National Honor Society and has received Excellence awards in French and 
Psychology. During her sophomore year Jamie attended the New England 
Young Writers Conference at Bread Loaf in Ripton. She has kept herself 
very busy senior year with AP Literature and Composition, AP World History, 
Pre-Calculus, Calculus and Anatomy and Physiology. 

Jamie dabbled in field hockey her freshman year, but most of her 
extracurricular time is devoted to music. She has been playing clarinet 
since 7th grade. She joined the school’s jazz band playing tenor saxophone 
her freshman year and has been playing with them ever since. She enjoys 
performing in concerts, parades and pep assemblies. Jamie participated in 
Otter Valley’s Walking Stick Theatre (“9 Worst Breakups of All Time” and 
“Appropriate Audience Behavior”) her sophomore year. 

In the summer she works at Kinney Drugs in Middlebury, both at the 
front end and in the pharmacy. In her free time she likes to hunt and fish, 
and does so year-round. Jamie also likes to garden, and to swim. In her more contemplative times she likes to read and 
write poetry.

Jamie has discovered over her high school years that time flies by, and while it is sometimes difficult, things do 
get better with time. “I would highly recommend getting a jump on your college search early,” she says. “Don’t leave 
everything till the last minute because then you’ll just be stressed and miserable.” One of the most important lessons 
she learned: getting one bad grade isn’t the end of the world. Putting too much pressure on yourself to achieve can do 
more damage than good. 

Jamie’s first step after graduation is to attend CCV for her first year of college and then to go from there. She hasn’t 
decided yet what her focus will be. Everyone at Otter Valley wishes her the best of luck. 

• Angelo and Megan 
Amoroso of Brandon, Jan. 20, A 
son, Kingston James Amoroso.

MIDDLEBURY — Two 
Vermont National Guard combat 
medics are helping Porter Medical 
Center get through a period 
of pandemic-related staffing 
shortages.

Pfc. Jeffery Perez and Sgt. 
William Glen began working at the 
Middlebury hospital’s laboratory 
this past Monday, Jan. 31, and will 
continue doing so through Feb. 18.                               

Last week, the Porter lab had 
to reduce its hours due to staffing 
shortages from both workforce 
pressures and absences related 
to COVID-19. The volume of 
COVID PCR tests at the hospital 
reached over 200 tests per day 
throughout much of January, 
in addition to blood draws and 
the other services the laboratory 
provides. Christopher Morris, 
Porter director of communications 
and engagement, noted that the 
surge in COVID-19 cases due to 
the omicron variant inflated the 
number of tests the lab had to 
conduct.

The two soldiers are helping 
Porter restore its lab hours back 
to normal until new phlebotomists 
and lab assistants are in place by 

LINCOLN — This year’s Hill 
Country Holiday Variety Show 
was so much fun! Thank you to 
Lincoln Sports for organizing such 
a fun weekend! Thank you to the 
two funniest guys around, Todd 
Goodyear and Charlie Prouty. We 
love the funny that you bring to the 
show. Thank you to Nate Gusakov, 
everyone sounded great! Thank 
you to everyone who worked 
behind the scenes and a special 
thank you to NEAT-TV for live 
streaming the event. Jacob and 
I weren’t able to attend this year, 
but we sure did enjoy watching it 
online. 

Thank you to all the performers 
for sharing your talent with us. 
It was so nice seeing all those 
Lincoln Community School faces 
performing skits, singing, dancing 
and playing instruments. What 
talented people you all are. Also, 
thanks to the adults who shared 
their talents with us as well. 

Thanks to Nate Perry for 
reminding us all about fire safety. 

What a wonderfully fun night this 
was. Can’t wait til next year’s 
show!
FROM SALLY BALDWIN, 
LIBRARY TRUSTEE

Saturday at the library was 
magical — the parade, the sunny 
weather, the fire truck, the bonfire, 
the rink, the food, but most of all 
the children and all of the other 
folks who took to the ice. There are 
so many people who made the rink 
and festivities possible. 

A special shout-out of thanks 
goes to Don Gale who a couple 
weeks ago plowed the field after 
a large dump of snow just as we 
were about to construct the rink; 
Mike Burgess, Mike Dever, Glen 
Bartolomeo, and Grace Freeman 
for building the rink form in the 
brutal cold; Dan Ober and the 
Lincoln Fire Department for 
flooding the rink; Bill Finger and 
Glen Bartolomeo who showed up 
with the snowblower on Friday 
and cleared the foot or more of 
snow from the rink and the path; 

Christie Sumner and Lincoln 
Sports for financial support and 
shoveling; Harriet Szanto and Alan 
Pistorius for funding the 50 x 40 
6 mm plastic liner; all of you who 
contributed pallets and wood for 
the fire; and Wendy Macintosh and
the Library Trustees and volunteers 
for their support and for hosting of 
the hot, delicious lunch. Everyone 
from the community who showed 
up, thank you!

Those who I may have neglected 
to mention, thank you. To 
whomever or whatever controls the 
weather, we owe you big time for 
the cold, the abundant snow and 
ice and brilliant sunshine!

Thank you!
One last thing: we’ll continue 

to maintain the ice as long as the 
weather holds. Please come and 
skate and slide anytime!

Until next time … Focus On 
The Step In Front Of You, Not The 
Whole Staircase. Life Is Too Short 
To Wait. A Little Progress Each 
Day Adds Up To Big Results.

Porter lab gets help from Nat’l Guard

VERMONT NATIONAL GUARD Sgt. William Glen, left, and Pfc. Jeffrey Perez (sitting) are helping relieve 
a staff shortage or the Porter Medical Center lab for a couple weeks. UVM Health Network Pathology 
physician Dr. Jason Brazelton, right, said he appreciated their presence.

PFC. JEFFREY PEREZ, left, and Sgt. William Glen, both Vermont 
National Guard combat medics, work together at the Porter Medical 
Center lab processing COVID-19 and other tests.

the end of February.
Dr. Jason Brazelton, a UVM 

Health Network Pathology 
physician, welcomed the extra sets 
of hands, saying the laboratory 
staff is an essential part of the 
patient care team at Porter Medical 
Center. 

“Their continued hard work 
and dedication to our patients, 
combined with this much 
appreciated support from the 
National Guard, helps ensure we 
fulfill our goal to provide accessible 
care to our community in Addison 
County,” Brazelton said.

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip?
Call Dawn Mikkelsen at 453-7029

milestones
BIRTHS

ADDISON  COUNTY School News

Five local students were among 
the 640 to be named to the dean’s 
list at St. Lawrence University in 
Canton, N.Y., for the fall 2021 
semester. They include: Andrew 
Morris of Bristol; Hannah Kelly 
of Ferrisburgh; Nick Catlin of 
Lincoln; Carley Sherwin of North 
Ferrisburgh and Polly Heminway 
of Shoreham.

A number of local student were 
named to the dean’s list at Vermont 
Tech for the fall semester of 2021.  
These are degree students carrying 
12 or more letter-graded credit 
hours who achieve a GPA of 3.5 or 
higher.

They include: Jamie Bergeron 
of Vergennes, Ashley Bertrand 
of Whiting,  Steven Brigham of 
Orwell, Sara Byers of Middlebury, 
Natalie Drake of Whiting, Adam 
Kuhns of North Ferrisburgh, Emily 
Mason of Bristol, Abigail Nezin of 
Lincoln and Finn Yarbrough of 
Ferrisburgh.

The following Addison County 
students achieved president’s 
list honors for the fall semester 
of 2021 at Vermont Technical 
College. These are degree students 
carrying 12 or more letter-graded 
credit hours who achieve a GPA of 
4.0. They include: Hillary Desilets 
of Bristol, Bachelor of Science, 
Applied Business Management; 
Timothy Davis of N. Ferrisburgh, 
Bachelor of Science, Professional 
Pilot Technology; and Ian Devries 
of Addison, Bachelor of Science, 
Professional Pilot Technology. 

Alexander Polli of Brandon and 
Hunter Cummings-Washburn 
of   Middlebury have been named 
to the president’s list at Norwich 
University for the fall 2021 
semester.

They are joined in receiving 
academic honors by Kamrin 
Bartlett of Middlebury, Brooke 
Perlee of New Haven and Jessica 
Sabick of Vergennes, all of whom 
were named to the Norwich dean’s 
list.

Two locals students have been 
named to the dean’s list at St. Olaf 
College in Northfield, Minn. 

Josie Abbott of Middlebury is 
studying Psychology and Religion 
there. Joining her is Ali Seaton 
of Weybridge, who is studying 
Psychology as well.
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Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys

FEMA Elevation Certificates
135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 

802-388-3511
ShortSurveyingVT@gmail.com

SUBSCRIBE

DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!
CALL 802-388-4944 TODAY!

STORAGE

Make someone happy!
Advertise your Storage Units!
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking.  Mid-
dlebury hosts online meet-
ings, Sunday nights at 7:15 
pm and Wednesdays at 
1:30 pm.  Visit vermonta-
lanonalateen.org for the 
link and list of other meet-
ings in the region.  If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meet-
ings are suspended until 
further notice.  For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is temporarily closed.  
Due to COVID-19 we are 
now holding our meetings 
online. For up-to-date infor-
mation on how to access 
recovery services remotely 
please visit  https://turning-
pointaddisonvt.org/covid-
19-page-2/.’

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, dry-
wall, carpentry, painting, 
flooring, roofing, pressure 
washing, driveway sealing. 
All aspects of construction, 
also property maintenance. 
Steven Fifield 802-989-
0009.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

FREE CAMP WOOD. 
You haul away. Monday 
- Wednesday pick up. 453-
2897.

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

DEADLINE: Monday at 5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! An ad placed for consective issues runs the 4th time for free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in ads, but will 
rerun classified ad in which the error oc-
curred. No refunds will be possible. Ad-
vertiser will please notify us of any errors 
which may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or, submit your classified ad on our website: addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

ADDISON CENTRAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

CUSTODIAN
Addison Central School District is seeking 

full and part time Custodians, Monday 
through Friday second shift.  

Experience is a plus, but not required. 

Apply through Schoolspring or by 
sending a letter of interest, resume, and 

three current letters of reference to:
Dr. Peter Burrows, Superintendent
Addison Central School District

49 Charles Avenue
Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted until
the position has been filled.

E.O.E.

We are proud of our reputation for quality, reliability, and service that we have earned 
over the years, and are confident in our continued commitment to provide the best quality 
concrete products, delivered and erected on time, and to meet the most demanding 
construction schedules.

Laborer - Precast Concrete
Location: Middlebury, VT

ESSENTIAL DUTIES:
• Performing manual work in preparing surfaces.
• Placing cables, steel, and then concrete into precast forms.
• Leveling the top of the concrete using a flat tool and straightedge.
• Maintain a clean job site each day in order to eliminate potential hazards.
• Material handling and storage, including cutting pieces.
• Load and unload trucks and haul and hoist materials using various hand and  powered 

lifting machines.

REQUIREMENTS:
• Some knowledge of proper use of equipment, materials and supplies used in 

construction work.
• Ability to work independently and complete daily activities according to work schedule.
• Ability to lift heavy objects, walk and stand for long periods of time and perform 

strenuous physical labor.
• Ability to meet attendance schedule with dependability and consistency.

Our benefit package includes: Health Insurance/Dental/Vision/Paid 
Vacation/401(k) and Profit Sharing Retirement Plan/STD/Life Insurance. 

Please submit resume: Lynn/ HR Manager at lynn@jpcarrara.com
or download an application from our website

at www.jpcarrara.com and fax to (802) 775-1048.
Equal Opportunity Employer

64 Jackman Drive • Bristol, VT  05443
802-453-2381 • JackmansInc.com

Looking for a Licensed plumber who can work 
with a great group of fellow employees, for a 
great group of customers.  Jackman’s of Bristol 
does full Plumbing, Heating, AC installs, along 
with Service work, Oil Burner service, Propane 
and Natural gas piping.  We are a Diamond 
dealer for Mitsubishi Heat pumps, a Dealer for 
Generac and Kohler Generators, and much 
more.

Jackman’s of Bristol offers competitive wages, 
Health insurance, matching 401K retirement, 
Fuel Benefit, paid vacation/sick time, along with 
paid education classes, and licensing.

PleasePlease email Tim@jackmansinc.com with  email Tim@jackmansinc.com with 
questions or apply at http://jackmansinc.com/questions or apply at http://jackmansinc.com/

Jackman’s of Bristol is looking for 
a Master Plumber/Journeyman

ads can be 
found on Pages 

10B and 11B.

Financial Reality Fair Volunteers Needed

Please contact Barbara Richardson
at brichardson@addisoncountyedc.org

to sign up!

The Addison County Workforce Alliance is hosting a Financial Reality Fair on March 14th
from 4pm-6:30pm. All are welcome to gain the skills to make solid financial decisions,

connect with potential employers, and get support with career education.
Volunteers are needed to help with setup, cleanup and running some of the activities.

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Free

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted
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MIDDLEBURY COMMU-
NITY MUSIC CENTER is 
seeking a music special-
ist / teaching artist and a 
coordinator for an upcom-
ing in-person after school 
enrichment program that 
will run weekly in Addison 
County for the remainder of 

the 2022 school year. We 
are looking for individuals 
who have energy and en-
thusiasm for working with 
elementary aged kids, and 
who have skills to provide 
quality instruction for ex-
periential learning for this 
K-6 age group. Schedule: 
TBD Weekday during the 
after school hours, 3-5pm, 
with some flexibility. Ses-
sion Duration: Aiming for 
a mid-February start, and 
a late May culmination. 
*Instruction will not happen 
during school vacations in 
February and April or other 
inservice/school break days 
on the ACSD calendar. If 
you are interested in this 
opportunity please send us 
an email at info@mcmcvt.
org with the following infor-
mation: A letter of interest, 
Resume, & 2 Character 
and/or professional refer-
ences. Thanks for consid-
ering, we look forward to 
hearing from you!

For Sale
GENERAC STANDBY 
GENERATORS provide 
backup power during utility 
power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe 
and comfortable. Prepare 
now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Re-
quest a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-855-516-
3651

For Rent
BRANDON: Senior woman 
who enjoys country mu-
sic & Antique Road Show, 
seeking housemate to do 
occas. cooking, errands & 
light snow removal. $300 
+ internet. A pet would be 
considered! Shared BA. 
802-863-5625 or home-
ShareVermont.org for ap-
plication. Interview, refs, 
background checks req. 
EHO

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

EAST MIDDLEBURY fur-
nished room. All included; 
fully equipped kitchen, wi-fi, 
w/d, parking, all utilities.  
Private entrance. Share 
kitchen, share bath with 
one other tenant. Clean, 
quiet, safe. $500 per 
month. Text Sue 802-989-
8941.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

VERGENNES WILLOW 
APARTMENTS Is currently 
taking waitlist applications 
for 1 and 2 bedroom apart-
ments.  No smoking/no 
pets.  Income limits ap-
ply- Rent rate based on 
income.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity 802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191.  www.
SummitPMG.com.

Want to Rent
WANT TO RENT: Single 
male, non smoker, seeking 
quiet reasonably priced 
apartment within commut-
ing distance from Middle-
bury. My current rental has 
been 8 years and 20 years 
at current employer. No 
Pets. $1200. range. Utilities 
included? Hope to move by 
March or April but have until 
June. References provided. 
Thanks! email: pauljoec@
gmail.com .

WANTED TO RENT 
seeking a summer rental 
on Lake Dunmore to ac-
commodate 4 adults and 
2 teens the week of July 
30th-August 6th. We are 
visiting for a family reunion. 
Please contact Nancy 
617.645-7690.

Att. Farmers
HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

We are seeking a sta�  person to be 
a part of our Outreach team, which 
provides support to young families 

through center and home-based 
services. Position includes individual 

and group work opportunities, 
collaboration with community

agencies and home visiting.
MSW or a minimum of a Bachelor’s 
degree in a related � eld is required. 

Great working environment and 
bene� ts! Total are hours negotiable.

Please send a resume and cover le� er, 
along with 3 references to Donna Bailey 

at dbailey@addisoncountypcc.org

Outreach Position

MIDDLEBURY UNION 
HIGH SCHOOL

MUHS
COACHING POSITIONS

Middlebury Union High School is seeking the following 
spring coaches:

Varsity Girls’ Lacrosse Coach
Assistant Varsity Girls’ Lacrosse Coach

Applicants must possess a strong knowledge of coaching 
principles with previous coaching experience preferred. 
Must possess strong organizational skills and the ability 
to communicate and relate to student athletes.

Interested parties should send a letter
of interest, resume, and three current 

letters of reference to:
Sean Farrell/Athletic Director

Middlebury Union Middle School
73 Charles Avenue

Middlebury, VT  05753
Applications will be accepted

until the positions have been filled.
E.O.E.

Middlebury Agway •  338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

Middlebury Agway is seeking a highly motivated individual to assist in our Nursery 
and Greenhouse during our busy season.  The main focus of this position will be on 
sales, customer service, care and display of all plant material inventory.  Knowledge 

of Trees, Shrubs, a wide variety of plants and garden/landscape design. We’re looking 
for someone to pleasantly and confidently interact with customers in a demanding, 
fast paced environment.  Full Time or Part Time candidates will be considered but 

weekend availability is required. Multiple positions available. 
 • Ability to lift and assist in loading and unloading of plant material and in the store.

• Knowledge of Growing/Caring for/Harvesting: Vegetables, Annuals, Perennials, 
Trees and Shrubs 

 • Excellent Customer Service Skills a must plus ability to recommend and sell plant 
material as well as complementary products

• Must be available to work weekends
• Team oriented, co-operative and a positive attitude required.

Please send Resumes to info@middleburyagway.com
or  fill out Application at Middlebury Agway,

338 Exchange Street, Middlebury. 

Nursery and Greenhouse Sales and Care Associate

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
An exciting career opportunity to lead the 

Boys & Girls Club of Greater Vergennes
and make a positive impact on kids’ lives

and the greater community.

Ideal candidates will come with youth 
development and nonprofit leadership 

experience and be ready to lead the overall 
planning, operations, and fundraising 

of the organization while working closely
with a small, dedicated group

of local board members.
Visit bgcvergennes.org/employment

for application information. 

Calling ALL LNAs,
LPNs and RNs!

Are you an LNA, LPN or RN?
Do you have experience in Long-Term 
Care or are you interested in working 
with Seniors? Are you looking for a 
change and want to earn some extra 
$$$ in addition? Look no further! 

Elderwood at Burlington is looking for 
you. Many shifts to choose from and 

includes sign-on bonuses for FT and PT 
positions. Other great benefits and team 

atmosphere! Don’t delay!

Apply today at
www.elderwoodcareers.com.

Mount Abraham Unified School District in 
Bristol, Vermont is seeking individuals to join 
our custodial/maintenance team to help create a 
clean, safe and healthy learning environment for 
our students and staff.  

MAUSD offers a competitive salary and benefits 
package. Apply at schoolspring.com or in person 
at 72 Munsill Avenue, Suite 601, Bristol, VT 05443

Equal Opportunity Employer

Custodian & Maintenance/Utility

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

The Town of Middlebury, 
Vermont, is seeking an 

Accountant with a broad 
knowledge of accounting

and excellent problem solving
and decision-making skills. 

A detailed job posting & description 
for the position is available at www.
townofmiddlebury.org. The ideal candidate 
will have graduated from high school or 
college with a degree or coursework in 
accounting or finance, plus two years of 
experience performing financial analysis, 
reporting and recordkeeping duties.

This is a temporary position of 
approximately 40 hours per week through 
August, with the potential to transition to 
a permanent position. The role includes 
a competitive compensation and benefits 
package.

Please send cover letter, resume and 
application to: Town of Middlebury, Attn: 
Crystal Grant, Executive Assistant to the 
Town Manager, Town Offices, 77 Main Street, 
Middlebury, Vermont 05753, or e-mail to 
ManagersOffice@townofmiddlebury.org 
for prompt consideration. Candidates are 
encouraged to apply as soon as possible.

The Town of Middlebury
 is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

Let us help you sift 
through the complexities 
of the Fair Housing Law. 
Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s 
Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison 
Independent at (802) 

388-4944. 
Talk to our sales 

professionals.

It’s against the 
law to 

discriminate
when advertising 

housing

Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You 
can’t say “no children” or 
“adults only.”

There’s a lot you 
can’t say. The Federal 
Government is watching 
for such discrimination.

Help WantedHelp Wanted

Help Wanted

For Rent

ads can be 
found on Pages 

10B and 11B.

For Rent

   
  Auctions

The legal voters of the Town of Middlebury are further notified that voter 
qualification, registration and absentee voting shall be as provided in Chapters 
43 and 51 of Title 17, Vermont Statutes Annotated.

Brian Carpenter, Chair, Heather Seeley, Vice Chair, Nick Artim
Farhad Khan, Lindsey Fuentes-George, Dan Brown, Esther Thomas

MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD

Accessing the Informational Meeting

You may participate in the meeting either in-person or via Zoom.  

To view and participate in the Selectboard meeting:
Zoom URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88633344181

By phone:  +1 646 558 8656 (not toll free)
Webinar ID: 886 3334 4181

For those wishing to watch but not participate:
For those not wishing to participate, Selectboard Meetings

are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont and

also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT
WARNING

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
February 28 and March 1, 2022

The legal voters of the Town of Middlebury, in the County of Addison, the 
State of Vermont are hereby warned and notified to vote by Australian ballot on 
Articles 1 through 5 on Tuesday, March 1, 2022 from 7:00 A.M. through 7:00 
P.M. at the Recreation Center, 154 Creek Road in Middlebury, as provided by the 
Middlebury Town Charter and by Senate Bill 172 (Act 77), signed into law by the 
Governor on January 14, 2022, which, due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
temporarily allows a municipality to apply the Australian ballot system to any or 
all of its Town Meetings.

The legal voters of the Town of Middlebury are further notified that the 
Middlebury Selectboard will hold an informational meeting on Articles 1 through 
5 on Monday, February 28, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Large Conference Room 
of the Middlebury Town Offices, 77 Main Street in Middlebury and via Zoom 

Article 1 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote to adopt the 
proposed budget for the Fiscal Year 2023 (July 1, 2022 – June 30, 
2023) in the amount of $11,927,483 with a portion thereof in the 
amount of $7,881,063 to be raised by taxes and $731,632 to be 
allocated from annual local option tax receipts in excess of debt 
and maintenance requirements of the Cross Street Bridge to offset 
spending for Capital Improvements?

Article 2 Shall the voters of the Town of Middlebury vote to collect taxes on 
real property for fiscal year 2022/2023 in THREE equal install-
ments due in the Treasurer’s Office on the 15th day of August 
2022, the 15th day of November 2022 and the 15th day of March 
2023? 

Article 3 Shall the Town of Middlebury vote to exempt the real property of 
the Middlebury Regional Emergency & Medical Services, Inc. from 
taxation for a period of five years commencing April 1, 2022?

Article 4 Shall the Town appropriate $750 to Addison Allies Network, Inc., 
so that it can continue its work to assist migrant farm workers and 
immigrants living and working in the county in accordance with 24 
V.S.A.§ 2691?

Article 5 To elect officers as required by the Middlebury Town Charter.

Wednesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm
APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED.

FACE MASKS REQUIRED.
(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located in 

Frank Mahady Courthouse is available 
to accept passport applications and 

provide  passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

Public Notices 
Index

Public Notices for the  
following can be found in this  
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  

on Page 11B and 12B.

Addison (1)
Addison County Courthouse (1)

Addison County School District (1)
Ferrisburgh (1)

Hannaford Career Center (2)
Lincoln (1)

Middlebury (3)
Shoreham (1)

Slate Valley Unified School District 
(1)

State of Vermont (1)
Vergennes (1)

COST 
/LB

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 2/3 & 2/7, 2022
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Ethan Allen 1885 .905 1705.93
McClaughlin 1890 .895 1691.55
Vorsteveld 1900 .845 1605.50
Deer Valley 1395 1.14 1590.30
Vorsteveld 1745 .90 1570.50
Correia 1650 .87 1435.50
Conants 1825 .79 1440.75
Gosliga 1650 .795 1311.75

CALVES    LBS. $
A. Brisson 113 2.50 282.50
Quarry Rd. 126 2.525 318.15
Pinello Farm 95 2.40 228
DeFreest Farm 112 2.20 246.40
Barnes Bros. 99 2.20 217.80
Total # Beef: 170 Total # Calves: 278
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661
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PATRICIA A. HANNAFORD REGIONAL TECHNICAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD MEETINGS

WARNING
CHANGE IN MEETING DATE

PAHRTSD Board Meetings will be held on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 
5:00 PM beginning in March 2022 and continuing through the month of June 2022 
based on a vote held during the regular monthly meeting on February 2, 2022.

Location 51 Charles Avenue, Middlebury VT – Room A208
with remote access option

March 10, 2022
April 14, 2022
May 12, 2022
June 9, 2022

TOWN OF LINCOLN PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING OF THE LINCOLN PLANNING COMMISSION

THURSDAY, MARCH 3, 2022, AT 7:05 P.M.
The Lincoln Planning Commission will hold a continuation of a Preliminary 

Plan Hearing for Application #21-098 for a 5-lot subdivision as proposed by V. 
Gebo, L. Gebo, K. Hallock and P. Hallock for Parcel #03-04-01-27.100, located 
at 2669 Downingsville Road Lincoln, VT 05443

Said hearing will be held Thursday, March 3, 2022, beginning at 7:05 p.m., 
to review applicant testimony and evidence by interested parties wishing to be 
heard on this matter.

The hearing will be a hybrid meeting- held in person at the Lincoln Town Office 
and hosted virtually on Zoom. For questions, to view the application, or for the 
link to the hearing please contact Ann at (802) 453-2980 or at zoningadmin@
lincolnvermont.org.

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT      

PROBATE DIVISION
ADDISON UNIT

DOCKET NO. 21-PR-06243
IN RE THE ESTATE OF 

ELSIE MOHAN
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the creditors of the estate of 
Elsie Mohan late of Leicester, Vt.

I have been appointed to administer 
this estate.  All creditors having 
claims against the decedent or the 
estate must present their claims in 
writing within four (4) months of the 
first publication of this notice.  The 
claim must be presented to me at 
the address listed below with a copy 
sent to the Court.  The claim may be 
barred forever if it is not presented 
within the four (4) month period.
Dated: February 1, 2022

Jonathan Heppell
Marsh & Wagner, P.C., 62 Court St.,

Middlebury, Vermont 05753
802-388-4026

jheppell@marshandwagner.com
Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 02/10/22
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Probate Court,
7 Mahady Court,
Middlebury VT 05753

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF ADDISON

The Addison Development Review Board will convene a public hearing on 
Monday, February 28,2022 at 7:00 P.M.  VIA ZOOM to address the following 
application:
Please note:time change, date and meeting place.

1. Application (#22-02) from Lawrence & Dale Lynds to consider an 
application for a conditional-use for the Board’s approval of a 24’ by 
50’ storage barn (tax map ID# 13-35) located at 6386 VT RTE 125.   

The applications are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office during 
normal office hours.  Interested parties who wish to appeal or to be heard 
must attend the hearing or may be represented by an agent or an attorney.  
Communications relating to the application may be filed in writing with the Board 
either before or during the hearings.

N.B.: Participation in a hearing is necessary to establish status as an 
“interested person”  and the right to appeal a decision rendered in that hearing, 
according to the provisions of  24 V   S.A. 117 S.S.4464 (a) (1) (C), 4465(b) and 
4471 (a).  Participation consists of offering  through oral or written testimony, 
evidence or a statement of concern directly related to the subject of the hearing. 
 Respectfully Submitted,
  John Spencer, Chair
  Starr Phillips, Board Secretary
 Michael Wojociechowski, Zoning Administrator

To join ZOOM meeting, please contact Addison Town Clerk’s Office
at 802-759-2020 or Addisontown @ gmavt.net for the link to the meeting.  

                                                                                             

WARNING
ADDISON CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

VIRTUAL PUBLIC INFORMATION HEARING
 FEBRUARY 22, 2022

Member Towns are Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, Ripton, Salisbury, 
Shoreham, Weybridge

The legal voters of the Addison Central School District are hereby notified of the 
Public Information Hearing on Tuesday, February 22, 2022 at 7:00 PM, to discuss 
Australian Ballot articles warned for vote on Tuesday, March 1, 2022.

Virtual connection details may be found on the
ACSD website:  https://www.acsdvt.org

Linda J. Barrett, Clerk, Addison Central School District
Mary Cullinane, Chair, Addison Central School District

The Addison Central School District Annual Report and FY23 Budget 
Book will be available in the following manner:

http://www.acsdvt.org/domain/30 (Departments/Finance)
or call 802-382-1274 to request a copy.  

WARNING
PATRICIA A. HANNAFORD REGIONAL TECHNICAL 

SCHOOL DISTRICT ANNUAL MEETING
MARCH 1, 2022

Member Towns: Addison, Bridport, Bristol, Cornwall,
Ferrisburgh, Lincoln, Middlebury, Monkton, New Haven,

Panton, Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham, Starksboro,
Vergennes, Waltham and Weybridge.

The legal voters of the Regional Technical School District are hereby warned 
that the District’s Annual meeting will be held this year on March 1, 2022, and all 
articles will be voted by Australian Ballot. Voters are further warned to vote on the 
articles listed below at their respective polling places, which places and times are 
listed according to the schedule on the next page:

ARTICLE 1: To see if the voters of said District will vote to authorize its Board 
of Directors to borrow money, pending receipt of payment from member districts, 
by the issuance of its notes or orders payable not later than one year from date of 
issuance for the purpose of paying the sum approved by the voters.

ARTICLE 2: To see if the voters of said District will vote to authorize its Board of 
Directors to assign One Hundred and Seventy-Five Thousand Dollars ($175,000) 
of the school district’s FY21 fund balance into the Building & Equipment Reserve 
Fund and further authorize its Board of Directors to use such funds for expenses 
related for capital improvements and program equipment.

ARTICLE 3: To see if the voters of said District will vote to authorize its Board 
of Directors to assign Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000) of the school 
district’s FY21 fund balance into the Health Reserve Fund and further authorize 
its Board of Directors to use such funds for expenses related to Health Care 
Coverage.

ARTICLE 4: To see if the voters of said District will vote to authorize its Board 
of Directors to allocate its remaining FY21 fund balance as follows: assign Thirty 
Thousand Dollars ($30,000) of the school district’s FY21 fund balance as revenue 
for the 2022-2023 operating budget, and assign Forty-Five Thousand Dollars 
($45,000) as revenue for future budgets.

ARTICLE 5: To see if the voters of said District will vote to approve the stipend 
of $2,500 for the Board Chair; to approve the stipend of $1,200 for each board 
member; and to approve the stipend of $2,000 for the Board Treasurer.

ARTICLE 6: Shall the voters of the Patricia A. Hannaford Regional Technical 
School District approve the school board to expend $4,104,157 which is the 
amount the school board has determined to be necessary for the ensuing fiscal 
year? This budget represents a 7.2% increase over expenses for the current 
year. It is estimated that this proposed budget, if approved, will result in education 
spending at the Patricia A. Hannaford Career Center to be $24,348 per full-time 
equivalent student on a 6-semester trailing average. This projected spending per 
full-time equivalent student is 2.19% higher than spending for the current year.

ARTICLE 7: Shall the voters of the Patricia A. Hannaford Regional Technical 
School District authorize the Board of Directors to incur indebtedness in the form 
of general obligation bonds or notes in an amount not to exceed Eight Million 
One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($8,100,000) for the purpose of making capital 
improvements to district property including, without limitation, HVAC, Plumbing, 
Electrical & Boiler Upgrades, Asbestos Mitigation and Solar Generation, the 
estimated cost of such capital improvements being $8,100,000?

ARTICLE 8: To elect the following officers:
 a) A Moderator  b) A Treasurer  c) A Clerk
The legal voters and residents of the Patricia A. Hannaford Regional Technical 

School District are further warned and notified that an informational meeting will 
be held on the above-listed Australian ballot articles remotely on Wednesday, 
February 23, 2022, at 7:00 pm. the public may join by using the following link: 
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88221821884?pwd=bnpJYTVpQlMwWmNqUERrc3
M0TW1EQT09).

Dated this 14th day of January, 2022 at Middlebury, Vermont.
The polling places and hours of the member districts of the Patricia A. 

Hannaford Regional Technical School District are as follows:
DISTRICT LOCATION POLLING HOURS
Addison Addison Town Clerk’s Office 7:00 AM-7:00 PM
Bridport Bridport Masonic/Community Hall 7:00 AM-7:00 PM
Bristol Holley Hall 7:00 AM-7:00 PM
Cornwall Cornwall Town Hall 7:00 AM-7:00 PM
Ferrisburgh Town Hall - RT 7 7:00 AM-7:00 PM
Lincoln Burnham Hall 7:00 AM-7:00 PM
Middlebury  Town of Middlebury
 Recreation Center/Gymnasium 7:00 AM-7:00 PM
Monkton Monkton Town Hal, 92 Monkton Ridge 7:00 AM-7:00 PM
New Haven New Haven Town Hall 7:00 AM-7:00 PM
Panton Panton Town Hall, Second Floor 10:00 AM-7:00 PM
Ripton Ripton Community House 7:00 AM-7:00 PM
Salisbury Salisbury Town Office 8:00 AM-7:00 PM
Shoreham Shoreham Town Office 7:00 AM-7:00 PM
Starksboro Robinson Elementary School 7:00 AM-7:00 PM
Vergennes Vergennes Fire Station 9:00 AM-7:00 PM
Waltham Waltham Town Office 10:00 AM-7:00 PM
Weybridge Weybridge Town Clerk’s Office/Hall 7:00 AM-7:00 PM
The legal voters of the Patricia A. Hannaford Regional Technical School District 

are further notified that voter qualification, registration, and absentee voting 
relative to said special meeting shall be as provided in Chapters 43, 51, and 55 of 
Title 17, Vermont Statutes Annotated, and by Section 706W of Title 16, Vermont 
Statutes Annotated.

Australian ballots shall be commingled and counted at the Middlebury Union 
High School cafeteria by representatives of the Boards of Civil authority of the 
member town school districts under the supervision of the Clerk of the Patricia A. 
Hannaford Regional Technical School District.

TOWN OF SHOREHAM
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a public hearing on March 3, 2022 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Clerk’s office to consider a request for a waiver of set-
backs of application (#22-022) in accordance with provisions of the Town Zoning 
Regulations.  The project involves construction of an attached 3-bay garage onto 
an existing single family home at 146 Kerrfield Drive.  The applicant (Darren and 
Molly Kerr) requests a waiver of rear yard setback on an existing non-conforming 
lot. The application is available at the Town Office for review, by appointment 
only.  Participation in this proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to make any 
subsequent appeal.

Attendees are expected to comply with current State of Vermont guidance 
regarding the Executive Order No. 01-20, Declaration of State of Emergency in 
Response to COVID-19, including maintaining a physical distance of at least six 
feet with others, and wearing a facial covering. 

For those who prefer to attend the meeting remotely either by videoconfer-
ence or by phone, please contact the Town Office or email johnk.zbashoreham@
gmail.com prior to 4 p.m. on the date prior to the hearing (March 2, 2022) to 
obtain a web conference link or phone number to call-in.
       John Kiernan, Chair

PROPOSED STATE RULES
By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in 

newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a chance 
to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative rules are now 
also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules/ . The law requires 
an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested to do so in 
writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special needs 
please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible. 

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain copies 
of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed rule(s), please call 
or write the contact person listed below. You may also submit comments in writing 
to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, State House, Montpelier, 
Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).

Immigrant Health Insurance Plan.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 22P004
AGENCY: Agency of Human Services
CONCISE SUMMARY: This proposed rulemaking establishes eligibility, 
enrollment, services, and appeals for a new, state-only health benefits program 
titled “Immigrant Health Insurance Plan.” This program was created by the 
Vermont Legislature in Act 48 of 2021 to establish hospital, medical, dental and 
prescription drug benefits for children under age 19 and pregnant individuals 
who are not eligible for Dr. Dynasaur program because of their immigration 
status.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Danielle Fuoco, Department of 
Vermont Health Access 280 State Drive, Building E 3rd Floor, Waterbury, VT 
05671-1000 Tel; 802-585-4265 Tax: 802-241-0450 E-mail: danielle.fuoco@
vermont.gov URL: https://humanservices.vermont.gov/rules-policies/health-
care-rules. 
FOR COPIES: Ashley Berliner, Department of Vermont Health Access 280 State 
Drive, Building E 3rd Floor, Waterbury, VT 05671-1000 Tel: 802-578-9305 Fax: 
802-241-0450 Email: ahs.medicaidpolicy@vermont.gov.

NOTICE TO VERGENNES VOTERS
NOTICE OF BOND INFORMATIONAL MEETING

AND BOND VOTE 
The qualified voters of the City of Vergennes are hereby warned and notified 

that an informational meeting and bond vote will be held to consider indebtedness 
for the purposes of upgrading the City wastewater treatment facility and sewer 
sanitary collection system. The bond informational meeting and bond vote will 
be held in conjunction with the Annual City Meeting. 

The following question will be voted on by Australian Ballot at the Annual City 
Election Tuesday, March 1, 2022, at the Vergennes Fire Station located at 50 
Green Street. The polls will open at 9 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.:  

Article 2: Shall general obligation bonds or notes of the City of Vergennes in 
an amount not to exceed Twenty-Five Million Five Hundred Thousand dollars 
($25,500,000), which authorized amount shall be reduced by state and federal 
grants-in-aid estimated at eight million to thirteen million dollars received by 
the City for the improvements, be issued for the purpose of financing the cost 
of improvements to the City’s wastewater collection system and treatment 
facility, the estimated cost of such improvements being Twenty-Five Million Five 
Hundred Thousand dollars ($25,500,000)?

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING TO BE HELD ON MONDAY, 
FEBRUARY 28, 2022, AT 7:30 P.M. AT THE VERGENNES OPERA HOUSE 
LOCATED AT 120 MAIN STREET IN CONJUCTION WITH THE ANNUAL 
CITY MEETING. THE MEETING CAN BE ACCESED VIA ZOOM USING THE 
FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

Join by Computer: https://zoom.us/j/561577976
Join by Phone: Dial: 1 (312) 626-6799

Meeting ID: 561 577 976
Meeting Password: 1234

VISIT CITY WEBSITE: WWW.VERGENNES.ORG
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
77 MAIN STREET, MIDDLEBURY, VT  05753

Invitation for Bids / Instructions to Bidders
You are hereby invited to submit a bid proposal for the implementation of 

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY TEEN CENTER ECM UPGRADES. The building is 
located between the tennis courts and the baseball diamond in The Town of 
Middlebury Recreation Park, 77 Mary Hogan Drive, Middlebury VT 05753.  

Bid Proposal Forms 
Your complete and inclusive bid will be received BY 1:00 p.m. on Friday, 

March 11, 2022. 
 • via mail to Bill Kernan at Middlebury Department of Public Works,   
  1020 Route 7 South, Middlebury VT 05753 - OR -
 • Via email to bkernan@townofmiddlebury.org
  Cc to judith@harrisandharrisvt.com
All technical questions are to be addressed to the designated Bid 
Document Contact: Judith B. Harris
 Harris & Harris Consulting, Inc.
 Phone: 802.922.1321
 156 Beaver Meadow Brook
 Lincoln, VT  05443-8701
 judith@harrisandharrisvt.com

All proposals shall stand available for acceptance for a period of sixty (60) 
days from the date received.  Submit all bids only on the forms provided herein, 
in accordance with bid packages as issued.  Voluntary alternates for value 
engineering and cost and/or time savings are welcomed.  Please list these 
alternates, separately on your letterhead. 
 PROJECT NAME: Middlebury Teen Center ECM Upgrades
 SUBMITTER’s INFO: NAME & ADDRESS of BIDDER
 NAME, TELEPHONE NUMBER, EMAIL ADDRESS
 OF APPROPRIATE CONTACT

Bids will be opened publicly and read aloud.  Final selection will be made by 
the Owner’s project team.  The project team reserves the right to accept or reject 
any or all bids, to waive any informalities and irregularities in the bids or bidding, 
and to accept the one responsive and responsible Bid that in its judgment will 
be best for the project.

Information for Bidders, Specifications and Bid Forms may be obtained 
free of charge at the Municipal Building at 77 Main Street, the Department 
of Public Works at 1020 Route 7 South or on the Town’s webpage at http://
www.townofmiddlebury.org/town_notices/. Questions may be addressed 
to Patti Kirby via email at pkirby@townofmiddlebury.org or by phone at 
(802) 388-4045.

TOWN OF FERRISBURGH NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

MARCH 2, 2022
A public hearing before the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town of 

Ferrisburgh will be held at the Town Clerk’s Office on Wednesday, March 2, 2022 
to consider the following:
 7:00 PM Call to order and approval of minutes from February 2  meeting. 
 
 7:05 PM Application No. 22-005 (Keenan) for shed/studio plus deck;   
 property ID # 19/20/17.1; 412 Thendara Road; Shoreland (SD-2) district;
 conditional use.

 7:20 PM Application No. 22-006 (Ferguson) to enclose existing deck;   
 property ID # 07/01/07.CON2; 520 Wood Road; Shoreland (SD-2) district;  
 conditional use. 

 7:35 PM Application No. 21-178 (Sullivan) for improvements to existing  
 quarry; property ID # 13/01/59.1; 2078 Jersey Street; Rural Agricultural   
 (RA-5) district; conditional use; continued from February hearing. 
Other business.

The above files are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office.  Persons 
wishing to appear and be heard may do so in person or be represented by an 
agent or an attorney.  Communications about the above hearings may also be 
filed in writing with the Board or the Zoning Administrator.

  PLEASE NOTE: Participation in the local proceeding is a prerequisite to the 
right to take any subsequent appeal.

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT      

PROBATE DIVISION
ADDISON UNIT

DOCKET NO. 21-PR-05710
IN RE THE ESTATE OF 

GEORGE W. HALLOCK, II

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the creditors of the estate 

of George W. Hallock, II, late of 
Waltham, VT.

I have been appointed to administer 
this estate.  All creditors having 
claims against the decedent or the 
estate must present their claims in 
writing within four (4) months of the 
first publication of this notice.  The 
claim must be presented to me at 
the address listed below with a copy 
sent to the Court.  The claim may be 
barred forever if it is not presented 
within the four (4) month period.
Dated: January 21, 2022

Robert Cormier
c/o James W. Swift, Esq.

Langrock Sperry & Wool, LLP
PO Drawer 351, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-6356
jswift@langrock.com

Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 02/10/22
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Probate Court
7 Mahady Court
Middlebury, VT 05753

   
  

Public 
Notices
can be found in this

ADDISON INDEPENDENT 
on Pages 11B and 12B.

MIDDLEBURY CEMETERY 
ASSOCIATION

PUBLIC NOTICE
The annual meeting of the Middlebury 
Cemetery Association will be held at 
the offices of Langrock, Sperry & Wool, 
111 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT on 
Tuesday, March 15, 2022 at 5pm.

SLATE VALLEY UNIFIED 
UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT 

CHILD FIND AGES 0-21 YEARS
The Slate Valley Unified Union School District – Benson, Orwell, West Haven, 

Fair  Haven, Hubbardton and Castleton – in meeting requirements of its Local 
Education  Agency Plan, is attempting to identify any and all area resident children 
between the  ages of 0-21 years who may have a disability. These children are 
entitled to receive, at  public expense, an education regardless of disability. It is 
possible that the Slate Valley  Unified Union School District may not be aware 
of the residence of all handicapped  children. If you know of a child who might 
be eligible for education services and is not in  school, please notify either your 
local school or the Director of Special Services in the  Slate Valley Unified Union 
School District, 33 Mechanic St., Fair Haven, VT or phone  265-4905.

 EDUCATION FOR HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The McKinney Vento Homeless Assistance Act ensures educational rights and  

protections for children and youth experiencing homelessness. The legislation 
requires  that all homeless children and youth have the same access to a free, 
appropriate public  education as other children and youth in Vermont. If you know 
of a child or family who  is homeless in the Slate Valley Unified Union School 
District and might need  educational support and assistance, please notify the 
Director of Special Services in the  Slate Valley Unified Union School District, 33 
Mechanic Street, Fair Haven, VT 05743,  or phone 265-4905.

AN EVENT? Email it to:
news@addisonindependent.com

REACH THE COUNTY, PLACE YOUR AD HERE. CALL 388-4944
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in’t nothing like a good power 
ballad to weaken your knees and 
set some sparks fl ying just in time 
for Valentine’s Day. But if you really 
“wanna know what love is” — like the 
lead singer in Foreigner’s 1984 pop 
hit does — you might have to look 
beyond a titillating track. Instead, I’d 

recommend asking 
Alex Belth and Emily 
Shapiro; I know they 
can show you. 

In fact, they will tell you; in their own words, 
through a series of interviews compiled in their 
Audible Original story, “Here I Are: Anatomy of a 
Marriage.” 

“Ostensibly a book about a couple living with 
chronic illness, ‘Here I Are’ is really a story about 
navigating the highs and lows of a conscious, 
committed relationship with an emphasis on 
dealing with the uninvited third party of chronic 

illness,” Belth and Shapiro explained in a teaser 
for the Audible show. 

The husband and wife team left New York City at 
the beginning of the pandemic and relocated to 
the Champlain Valley where both their parents 
retired. They recorded the sessions remotely 
from their Bristol home throughout 2021 and the 
fi nal audio story (which runs just over two and a 
half hours) releases today, Feb. 10, on Audible.

Belth works as an editor at Esquire magazine, 
and serves as the Hearst magazine archivist — 
he’s also the primary caregiver for Shapiro, who 
developed Crohn’s (an incurable autoimmune 
disease) in her early 20s.

In 2018, Belth wrote an article for Men’s Health
magazine detailing his perspective as a 
caregiver.

“Five years and nine surgeries later, the illness 
consumed her life,” he wrote in the article. “I 

thought I knew what I was getting into when we 
started dating. Em told me about the Crohn’s, 
but it wasn’t until the fi rst time we made love 
that the reality set in. We were lying in bed in my 
apartment; Em stilled my hand as I started to 
unbutton her jeans, and prepared me for what 
was next.”

“Publishing that article was very much letting the 
cat out of the bag,” Shapiro refl ected during an 
interview last week.

“It was huge, it was really brave of her,” Belth 
applauded. “Audible approached me and asked 
if we would want to do something similar in the 
audio format. They were very open. They were 
like, ‘What do you want this to be.’ It’s like the 
wild, wild west of what could be done, and that 
was very exciting.”

The duo decided to go for it.

A
SEE LOVE ON PAGE 4

Guts and glory: The story of a couple’s love

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

Alex Belth and Emily Shapiro completed their Audible Original “Here I Are: The Anatomy of A Marriage,” which goes live today, Feb. 10. The audio story shares the highs and lows of this 
Bristol couple’s relationship as they navigate life with chronic illness.  INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES

ARTS+LEISURE
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ince its founding, Rokeby Museum has 
evaluated and updated how it presents 
Rowland and Rachel Robinson’s anti-
slavery work to the public. Early in its 
history, the Museum shared stories 
that fall under the guise of mythology 
masquerading as history. Most notably is 
the story of the “slave room” at Rokeby. 

Visitors may 
remember 
learning about 
a room that 
hid slaves 

traveling on the underground railroad (UGRR). 
This story was passed down through Rowland 
and Rachel’s children, particularly their son’s 
published, fictionalized story “Out of Bondage.” 

Using a sketch from the story as evidence, the 
room was presented to the public as a hiding 
place on the UGRR, but today the Museum 
fully admits this story was simply that, a story. 

Freedom seekers may have slept in the “slave 
room” as they sought freedom, but they were 
unlikely hiding from slave catchers seeking 
to return them to enslavement. This history is 
evidenced from letters in the Robinson family 
collections. Some letters reveal the story of 
specific freedom seekers, such as the story of 
Simon. 

Simon journeyed to Rokeby in spring 1837. 
Prior to his travel, letters from Abolitionist 
Oliver Johnson to Rowland Robinson provide 
secondhand insight into Simon and his UGRR 
story. On January 27, 1837, Johnson wrote to 
Robinson from Jenner, Pennsylvania regarding 
a freedom seeker staying about 30 miles from 
the Maryland border. “He is 28 years old, and 
appeared to me to be an honest, likely man,” 
and “he intended when he left Maryland, to 
Canada.” The letter adds, “a reward of $200 has 
been offered for his apprehension, and it is not 
considered safe for him to remain.” 

During Simon’s stay in Pennsylvania, freedom 
seekers frequently crossed the Mason-Dixon 
line. Johnson stated that “there are in this 
region at all times no small number of runaway 
slaves, but they are generally caught unless 
they proceed farther north.” In February 1837, 
The Pittsburgh Gazette recounts a gruesome 
story of freedom seekers who “were pursued 
by armed men.” The same story also notes a 
statement from a “fellow from one of the slave 
states” pursing a freedom seeker near Simon’s 
location. The “fellow” is quoted saying, “he 
would pay two hundred dollars to any person 
who would deliver the slave, either dead or 
alive, adding that he did not care much which.” 
The evidence does not suggest Simon was 
the person he sought to capture, but the 
cruelty noted in the accounts highlights the 
dangerous course Simon was undertaking to 
find freedom.  

In April 1837, Johnson wrote from 
Massachusetts to inform Robinson that 
Simon was readying for his journey 
northward. Johnson states that Simon was 
given directions “as will enable him to reach 
Philadelphia.” From there he will receive 
“information concerning the route to New 
York.” What happens to Simon next is unclear. 
Johnson’s first letter indicates Simon may work 
at Rokeby with Johnson nothing Simon would 
be “a good man for you to hire.” However, the 
Museum’s records have little information on 
Simon’s life after the April 1837 letter. 

Historians are continuously evaluating, 
deepening, and adding to the UGRR, and 
while Simon’s story may never be fully known, 
or told in his own words, what is known 
contributes to a more complete understanding 
of the UGRR.

 
Lindsay Houpt-Varner, PhD, is the Rokeby 
Museum Director.

BLACK
HISTORY

H O N O R I N G

SEEKING FREEDOM:  
SIMON’S JOURNEY TO ROKEBY

S
LINDSAY
 HOUPT-VARNER

BY

Rokeby Museum is a National Historic Landmark that 
connects visitors with the human experience of the 

Underground Railroad and with the lives of the four 
generations of the Robinson who lived at Rokeby in 

Ferrisburgh from 1793-1961. This is the second in a four-
part series Rokeby Museum is contributing to honor Black 

History Month. For more information visit rokeby.org.



Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, February 10, 2022 — PAGE 3

Outer Space
with Al Boudreau

February 17, 2:30 pm

Great Decisions - A Series of Nine Lectures

independent living ✳ residential care  ✳ memory care

100 EastView Terrace, Middlebury, VT 05753
802-989-7501 ✳ www.EastViewMiddlebury.com

Biden’s Agenda  
with Bert Johnson

April 13, 3:00 pm

Lectures will be conducted in-person (for EV residents) and virtually on Zoom.

Changing 
Demographics

with Molly Anderson
April 7, 2:30 pm

Industrial Policy
with Will Pyle 

April 1, 2:30 pm

Myanmar & ASEAN
with David Rosenberg 
March 17, 2:30 pm

Drug Policy in Latin 
America

with Mark Williams
TBA

Climate Change
with Alan Betts

February 24, 2:30 pm

Putin’s Russia
with Lisa Chalidze 
March 3, 2:30 pm

Quad Alliance
with John Berninghausen

TBA

To register and for Zoom links, please call the 
EastView Concierge at (802) 989-7500

SEE MUSIC ON PAGE 15

NOBUNTU BRINGS THE SOUNDS OF ZIMBABWE TO 
MIDDLEBURY FEB. 18 FOR LIVE IN-PERSON SHOW

Nobuntu, the dazzling female a cappella 
quintet from Zimbabwe, will kick off  
the Middlebury Performing Arts Series’ 
spring 2022 season on Friday, Feb. 
18 at the Mahaney Arts Center (MAC). 
The MAC is pleased to announce that 
live, in-person events will resume for 
Middlebury College’s spring semester, 
with audiences welcome from both 
on- and off -campus. Vaccinations and 
boosters (or valid medical or religious 
exemptions) and masks are required.

Nobuntu has drawn international 
acclaim for its inventive performances 
that range from traditional Mbube 
songs to Afro Jazz and Gospel. The 
ensemble’s concerts are performed 
with strong, pure voices, accompanied 
by minimalistic percussion, traditional 
instruments such as the Mbira, and 
authentic dance movements.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Nobuntu is a joyous quintet of young 
female singers, instrumentalists, 
and songwriters: Zanele Manhenga, 
Thandeka Moyo, Duduzile Sibanda, 
Heather Dube and Joyline Sibanda.

Nobuntu was nominated for Best 
Musician of the Year at the Zimbabwe 
International Women Awards in London 
in 2015, and is a two-time winner for the 
Best Imbube Group at the Bulawayo 
Arts Awards 2017 and 2019. In the last 
few seasons, the quintet has performed 
at festivals and concert halls in Italy, 
Austria, Germany, Belgium, the Czech 
Republic, and throughout the African 
continent. The ensemble was a huge 
critical success at “Trans-Vocal” in 
Frankfurt and “Voice Mania” in Vienna. 
Their fi rst tour to Canada, in 2016, 
included performances in Toronto, 
Winnipeg, Vancouver and Victoria.

Back at home, Nobuntu holds a number 

more tunes
DADDYLONGLEGS PERFORMS LIVE

5 Town Friends of the Arts in collaboration with The 
Lawrence Memorial Library and NEAT TV present 

DaddyLongLegs in concert Thursday, Feb. 
17, at 7:30 p.m.

The concert will be at the library, however, 
there will be no in-person audience. Instead 
the show will be broadcast live on NEAT 

TV. The programming can be accessed through the 
NEAT TV website neatbristol.com and Comcast Cable 
channel 1080. For those unable to see the original 
broadcasts, the show can be seen afterwards on the 
NEAT archives.

DaddyLongLegs is the confl uence of three well 
known Vermont musicians whose talents merge to 
form a highly original acoustic trio. Infusing catchy 
folk songs, Celtic and “old-timey” melodies, and early 
minstrel and jazz pieces with passion and intricacy, 
DaddyLongLegs is playful and dynamic. Playing fi ddle, 
viola, banjo, gourd banjo, piano, guitar, percussion and 
vocals, Daddy Longlegs creates vibrant, sensitive and 
surprising 21st-century folk music.

The series has been made possible by a Spark grant 
from the Vermont Community Foundation.

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G
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“Emily’s voice is really 
good,” Belth said. “She’s 
poised and emotionally 
expressive; matter of 
fact and clear.”

So they made a 
30-minute demo for 

Audible.

“We didn’t hold back in that demo,” Shapiro added. “That 
was important to me… You gotta put the juice in there. 

“It’s kind of like a coming out for me,” she continued. 
“Having hid my chronic illness for more than 25 years, 
now I want to be of service for others who might be 
experiencing something like this — there is someone else 
walking the planet like you. Those were my motivators to 
‘let it all hang out’ in no uncertain terms.”

In addition to living with the effects of Crohn’s, Shapiro has 
also experienced “convergence insufficiency,” a spatial 
management issue, chronic migraines and anxiety.

“Another major coming out was about my anxiety,” she 
explained. “Dear friends of mine knew nothing about the 
history of my anxiety. They knew about the Crohn’s and 
migraines, but nothing about the anxiety.”

“Sometimes I can’t do anything; I can’t fix her,” Belth 
explained. “I used to experience my helplessness as 
uselessness… But sometimes Emily just wants me to listen; 
to be present.” 

“When I start to melt down and go dark, Alex will ask me 
how can I be supportive,” Shapiro described. “Sometimes 
I need to be alone, to stew and do my whole meltdown 
thing. He doesn’t have to be a receptacle for my fury.”

“The discomfort of having a partner who’s that upset is a 
challenge,” Belth leveled. “Sometimes there’s nothing to 
do but wait for the time to pass. I gotta be OK, so what am 
I going to do to take care of myself? To come to that place 
of surrender — there’s nothing to do except dig and sit — 
that’s a place of power.”

“Dig and sit,” she said. “You dig and you sit… And then go 
eat a box of Twinkies.”

But not really, mealtimes for Shapiro are carefully crafted 
to ease her digestion.

With all this out in the open now, Shapiro said she feels 
“more centered, grounded, appreciative, and humbled 
beyond belief” to offer her experience to others.

Prior to moving to Vermont, Shapiro worked as a unit 
secretary at the nursing station in the ER of a Connecticut 
hospital for 21 years. Now in Bristol, she established her 
own coaching and energy healing business with a focus 
on providing relief from anxiety through reiki, breathwork 
and crystal healing. 

“We are so different,” said Belth, who counts himself as 
a “sports guy.” “We are both nerds for the things we are 
enthusiastic about… We’re a classic example of opposites 

LOVE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bristol’s Alex Belth and Emily Shapiro are celebrating the launch of their Audible Original “Here I Are: The 
Anatomy of A Marriage” today, Feb. 10.  INDEPENDENT PHOTOS / STEVE JAMES

ALEX IS ALSO A PAINTER. YOU GUESSED IT, 
HIS SUBJECT IS HIS WIFE EMILY. IN FACT, 
HE’S WORKING ON PUTTING A BOOK OF 
HIS PICTURES OF EMILY TOGETHER AS 
AN ILLUSTRATED STORY — ANOTHER 
DEPARTURE OF THEIR EXPERIENCE AS A 

COUPLE DEALING WITH ILLNESS. “IT’S INCREDIBLY PERSONAL. 
FOR ME IT’S BEEN A REAWAKENING OF EXPRESSION THAT’S LONG 
BEEN DORMANT. IT’S ACTUALLY DRAWN US CLOSER TOGETHER.”

you
know?

did

SEE STORY ON PAGE 5

Wanna keep up with Emily and Alex?  
Follow them on Instagram: Emily’s @livingbeyondwellness and Alex is @alexbelth.
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ARIES: March 21-April 20. Aries, you may be 
feeling romantic lately, but there will be little 
time to act upon it. Bide your time for a week 
or two until you can spend time with a special 
someone.

TAURUS: April 21-
May 21. Taurus, craft 
an eclectic guest list 
for an upcoming party 
you’re hosting. The 
more points of view 
you can hear, the more 
engaging the event 
will be. 

GEMINI: May 22-June 
21. Gemini, a loved one 
needs you and you’re 
the right person for the 
job. Find a way you can 
lend a hand. Your eff orts 
won’t go unnoticed and 
pitching in will prove its 
own reward.

CANCER: June 22-
July 22. Cancer, you 
may need to tighten 
the purse strings in 
the days ahead. Limit 
purchases only to the 
necessities for the next 
few weeks until you feel 
more secure.

LEO: July 23-Aug. 23. 
Leo, bringing people 
together is your 
specialty. Put your 
talents to use and 
encourage friends and 
family to get together 
for some fun. The party 
will be welcomed by all.

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 
22. Someone in your 
life could be at a crossroads, Virgo. Lend an 
open ear if he or she needs to talk. Your support 
will be well-received and reciprocated when 

the time comes.

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23. Libra, your talents will 
be in high demand in the days and weeks ahead. 

Take things one task at 
a time and embrace the 
responsibility and trust. 

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-Nov. 
22. Scorpio, you usually 
are outgoing, but this 
week you may feel shy 
and reserved. Stick 
closer to home if you’re 
not feeling the social 
scene right now.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23-Dec. 21. Sagittarius, 
now is the time to 
spread a little good 
cheer. Let others know 
how much you care and 
encourage them to do 
the same. This will have 
a positive eff ect on 
everyone’s mood.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22-Jan. 20. Activities 
that have you working 
in a group go as 
planned, Capricorn. 
Your willingness to work 
with others and set a 
good example is highly 
valued.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21-
Feb. 18. Aquarius, a 
brief separation from 
someone special in 
your life has you feeling 
melancholy. Surround 
yourself with friends to 
brighten your mood as 
much as possible.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 20. Treat yourself to a 
meal at a favorite restaurant or go on a little retail 
therapy spree. You deserve a little pampering.

Cosmic ForecastCosmic Forecast

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

Your One-Stop  Your One-Stop 
Valentine  Valentine 

Headquarters!Headquarters!
Flowers, Flowers, 

Chocolates, Chocolates, 
Stuffed Stuffed 

Animals,  Animals, 
Cards, & More!Cards, & More!

OPEN SUNDAY, FEB. 13 | 10-2OPEN SUNDAY, FEB. 13 | 10-2

M-F 10-5, Saturday 9:30-4 and Closed SundayM-F 10-5, Saturday 9:30-4 and Closed Sunday

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

For a limited time,

FREE GIFT

Offer valid
February 1-28, 2022

With 
Purchase!

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Tue.-Thurs. 11am-5pm
Fri.-Sat. 10am-5pm

Masks now required in store

Bring in this ad for
10% off one item.

(Does not include classes or special orders)

FEB. 10 — Leontyne Price, soprano (94)
FEB. 11 — Mary Quant, fashion designer (91)
FEB. 12 — Judy Blume, writer (83)
FEB. 13 — Peter Gabriel, singer-songwriter (71)

FEB. 14 — Gregory Hines, dancer, choreographer (d)

FEB. 15 — Art Speilgelman, cartoonist (MAUS), 
writer, editor, (73)
FEB. 16 — James Ingram, singer (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

STORY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

attract.”

Belth and Shapiro 
attended the same 
middle and high 
schools an hour north 
of New York City, but 
didn’t really connect 

until they were in their 20s. 

“She was a hot chick,” Belth comments in the audio story. 

Life found a way of bringing them back together time after 
time, until it stuck. 

“We do have a love story,” Shapiro said, looking into the 
eyes of her husband of nearly 15 years. “We don’t skip on 
telling how we feel. I say ‘I love you’ daily.”

“And I say ‘How fortunately we are’ almost daily,” added 
Belth, meeting Shapiro’s steady gaze. 

“It’s not a ‘happily ever after;’ there’s no fi nish line, no 
victory,” Shapiro clarifi ed. “Yesterday we argued about two 
diff erent things and we will again tomorrow. But the point 
is, we show up.”

“Emily and I have a similar disposition to be able to show 
up for each other,” Belth agreed. “Love is not enough to 
save a relationship. You have to be willing to grow and put 
in the work with each other.”

“I also think there’s a bit of luck,” Shapiro said. “You can’t 
shoehorn a relationship when a couple’s compass is 
pointed in two opposite directions.”

It doesn’t hurt either that Belth says things like this:

“I think my wife is incredibly amazing. She’s a freakin’ 
goddess.”

I mean, come on, who doesn’t want to hear that?

But down deep, these two are connect in a real way that 
helps them get through some real stuff .

“All these years that I’ve been striving to get better are 
almost amusing to me,” Shapiro refl ected. “What makes 
me think I’ll fi nd the answer to this incurable disease? It’s a 
constant cycle: maybe another specialist, or a special off -
the-beaten-path therapy… but I come up empty handed 
each time. I’m getting to a place of accepting what is; and 
being OK with not being ‘fi xed.’ 

“I’m learning to be open to what is, and embracing what 
I have,” she continued. “Sometimes I think it is pretty 
amazing that I’ve been gifted this horrendous experience… 
and sometimes I think, no, this is a bunch of horse shit. Get 
rid of it; just make it go away. The polarity is a struggle.”

“This is hard stuff , it’s very diffi  cult,” Belth admitted. “And it’s 
still as diffi  cult as it was 20 years ago… But we have each 
other’s back — no envy or competition — and a profound 
amount of respect for each other.”

It’s true Marvin Gaye: “Ain’t nothing like the real thing, baby.”
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FEB. 12-24 22CALENDAR
SATURDAY,  
FEB. 12
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE 

IN FERRISBURGH. Saturday, Feb. 12, Kingsland 
Bay State Park, 787 Kingsland Bay Park Rd. Easy 
hike, 2-3 miles, minimal elevation gain. Depending 
on conditions snowshoes, microspikes and poles 
recommended. Contact leader  David Andrews at 
vtrevda@yahoo.com, 802-388-4894, to get details 
and register.

DOCUMENTARY SCREENING IN VERGENNES. 
Saturday, Feb. 12, during open hours, Bixby 
Memorial Library, 258 Main St. Come see this film 
by local videographer Chris Spencer on the life 
of Vermont’s first known Black Sheriff and Chief 
of Police, Stephen Bates. For details, check in at 
the circulation desk. The history of Bates and the 
recent connections made because of him will 
be discussed on a special online Black History 
Month program Saturday, Feb. 26. For details, go 
to BixbyLibrary.org.

SUNDAY, FEB. 13
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN RIPTON. 
Sunday, Feb. 13, Water Tower and Catamount 
Trails. A more difficult, 3- or 4-mile trek with 350 
elevation change. Hike will include Water Tower 
trails and the Catamount Trail. Requires car spot. 
Be prepared for ice and snow. Contact leader 

Ruth Penfield at ruthpenfield@gmail.com or  
802-388-5407 for details.

THURSDAY, FEB. 17
“12 ANGRY MEN” ZOOM DISCUSSION. Thursday, 
Feb. 17, 6:30-7:30 p.m., via Zoom and Ilsley Public 
Library. Watch the film in your own time (available 
through Kanopy at your local library) then join 
The Middlebury Community Classic Film Club for 
their spring film series “A Higher Loyalty and the 
Test of Character.” The trial is over. The jury has 
adjourned. Everyone is ready to convict a young 
man of a terrible crime, except one man. Under 
heavy pressure to relent to the will of the group, 
this man presses forward methodically with a 
quiet passion to uncover the truth. 

“THE ROBINSONS OF ROKEBY AND 
KAUFFMAN’S STATION: A STORY OF TWO 
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD SITES” VIRTUAL 
PRESENTATION. Thursday, Feb. 17, 6:30 p.m., 
Zoom. Join Tucker Folz, Rokeby’s Education 
Programs Manager, and Matthew March, 
Education Curator at Cumberland County 
Historical Society in Pennsylvania, for a discussion 
on two very different sites that operated as part 
of the Underground Railroad. This event is part of 
Rokeby’s Black History Month Lecture Series. It 
is free to the public however pre -registration is 
required. Go to rokeby.org/visit/programsevents.

DADDYLONGLEGS VIRTUAL CONCERT. 
Thursday, Feb. 17, 7:30-8:30 p.m., NEAT TV. Part 
of the monthly winter concerts organized by the 
5 Town Friends of the Arts, Lawrence Memorial 
Library and NEAT TV. The concerts will be 
filmed and broadcast from the library with 
no in-person audience and broadcast live on 
NEAT TV. The shows will also be streamed live 
through the NEAT TV website neatbristol.com. 
For those unable to see the original broadcasts, 
the show can be seen afterwards on the NEAT 
archives.

FRIDAY, FEB. 18
NOBUNTU ON STAGE IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, 
Feb. 18, 7:30 p.m., Mahaney Arts Center, 72 
Porter Field Rd.  Nobuntu, the dazzling female 
a cappella quintet from Zimbabwe, will kick 
off the Middlebury Performing Arts Series’ 
spring 2022 season. Vaccinations and boosters 
(or valid medical or religious exemptions) 
and masks are required. Tickets $25 general 
public/$20 Middlebury faculty/staff and 
alumni/$10 youth/$5 Middlebury College 
students. More info at 802-443-MIDD (6433) or 
go tmiddlebury.edu/arts.

SATURDAY, FEB. 19
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB WALK IN SHELBURNE. 
Saturday, Feb. 19, Shelburne Farms. Walk or 
snowshoe the Farm Trail from the Welcome 
Center. Moderately difficult; 5 miles. Bring a 
snack or lunch, water, and dress to the weather 

In Provence, it’s all about In Provence, it’s all about 
the Romancethe Romance

11 Center Street, Brandon,Vermont11 Center Street, Brandon,Vermont

Café Provence 
Valentine’s dinner Oyster Chowder

Red Beet Salad with Ginger 
Balsamic Dressing

Maine Lobster on Red Beet 
Risotto

Flourless Chocolate Cake 
with Raspberry Coulis

for a full Valentines menu go to 
www.cafeprovencevt.com

Featuring

Saturday February 12th, 
Sunday, February 13th, & 

Monday, February 14

$75/person 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Menu will also be available 
a la carte and take out

Oyster Chowder

Red Beet Salad with Ginger 
Balsamic Dressing

Maine Lobster on Red Beet 
Risotto

Flourless Chocolate Cake 
with Raspberry Coulis

for a full Valentines menu go to 
www.cafeprovencevt.com

Featuring

11 Center Street • Brandon

247-9997
37 Center Street • Brandon

247-3002

In Provence, it’s all about Romance!
Special Valentine’s Brunch Menu

February 14, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
$28/Person (plus tax & gratuity)

Your choice of one item per course

Appetizer: Clam Chowder 
Rustic Tomato Soup
Caesar Salad with Smoked Salmon and Capers
Red Beet Salad with Vermont Goat Cheese

Main Course: Eggs Benedict with Lobster and Asparagus
Carrot French Toast with Cream Cheese Frosting
Steak Medallions with Eggs and Home Fries

Dessert: Assortment of  Mini Pastries

Visit us at 
Gourmet Provence 

for Special 
Valentine Desserts!

Impress Your Valentine!
Make Reservations Today!

Special Valentine’s Dinner Menu
February 13 & 14, 5-9 p.m.

$65/Person (plus tax & gratuity)
Your choice of one item per course

Soup: Lobster Bisque with Asiago Cheese Crouton
Rustic Tomato Soup with Basil Pesto & Goat Cheese

Appetizer: Caesar Salad in a Cheese Cup with Shrimp Provencal
Red Beet Salad Tower with Mozzarella Cheese, 

Olive Oil & Balsamic Reduction
Oyster Crêpe Rockefeller with Lobster Champagne Sauce
Yellow Fin Tuna Tartare with Frisée Lettuce, Assian Vinaigrette

Main Course: Stuffed Fillets of  Sole with Scallops & Smoked Salmon Mousse on 
Forbidden Rice and Roasted Red Bell Pepper Sauce

Grilled Lamb Chops with Country Mashed Potatoes, Rosemary Red 
Wine Sauce

Out of  the Shell Maine Lobster on Confetti Couscous with Lemon 
Butter Sauce

Curried Coconut Lentils Stew from Le Puy with Roasted Vegetables, 
Wilted Spinach and Roasted Red Bliss Potatoes

Dessert: Chocolate Trio: Raspberry Terrine • Flourless Heart Cake with 
Ganache and Rosebud • White Chocolate Lemon Truffle

802-247-9997

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

MCTV Channel 1071
Friday, Feb. 11
 5 a.m. Cannabis Control Board  
  (CCB)
 7:30 a.m Congregational Church 
 10 a.m. Selectboard, State   
  House
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church 
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 6:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 8 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
Saturday, Feb. 12
 5 a.m. Green Mountain Care
  (GMC)  Board
 9 a.m. Energy Week
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Gov. Scot
  Weekly Update
 3:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 5:30 p.m. Eckankar
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m. Energy Week.
 8:30 p.m. Vermont State House
Sunday, Feb. 13
 5 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 9 a.m. Catholic Mass

 10 a.m. Energy Week
 11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 2 p.m. Gov. Scott 
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6:30 p.m. Eckankar 
 7:00 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 a.m. Public Affairs
 10 p.m. Middlebury Edition
Monday, Feb. 14
 12 a.m. CCB
 6 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 10 a.m. Selectboard, State House
 4 p.m. Gov. Scott 
 6 p.m. GMC Board
 10 p.m. Energy Week
Tuesday, Feb. 15
 12 a.m. State House
 9:30 a.m. Eckankar
 10 a.m. Selectboard, State House
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
Wednesday, Feb. 16
 5 a.m. Gov. Scott
 7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service

 9 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Selectboard, State House
 5 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Selectboard, State House
Thursday, Feb. 17
 5 a.m. Selectboard
 7:30 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 8 a.m. Congregational Service
 10 a.m. Gov. Scott 
 12 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 8 p.m. Energy Week
 10 p.m. Eckankar

MCTV Channel 1091 
Friday, Feb. 11
 5 a.m. Festival on the Green
 7 a.m. Local School Board  
 12 p.m. Festival on the Green
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 p.m. Being Native in Vermont
  & America
 7:32 p.m. Wintering Birds
 8:20 p.m. North Branch Nature   
  Center

 9:03 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
Saturday, Feb. 12
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. Local School Board 
 12 p.m. Sheldon Museum
 1 p.m. Kids Yoga
 1:30 p.m. Yoga
 3 p.m Otter Creek Audubon -  
  Martens
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ 
 6 p.m. Sheldon Museum
 7:30 p.m. Festival on the Green
Sunday, Feb. 13
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. Sheldon Museum
 9:30 a.m. The Story Matters
 10 a.m. At the Ilsley
 12 p.m. Festival on the Green
 3:30 p.m. Sheldon Museum
 5 p.m. Local School Board
 8 p.m. State Board of Education
Monday, Feb. 14
 4 a.m. Poets & Authors
 11 a.m. Chair Yoga
 12 p.m. Local School Board
 5 p.m. Otter Creek Audubon -  

  Ecuador
 6 p.m. At the Ilsley
 11 p.m. State Board of Education
Tuesday, Feb. 15
 6 a.m. Authors & Poets
 12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 1 p.m. School Board Meetings
 6 p.m. Nature & Gardening
Wednesday, Feb. 16
 7 a.m. Yoga
 10 a.m. Authors & Poets
 12 p.m. The Story Matters
 3:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 4:30 p.m. Otter Creek Audubon -
   Iceland
 5:30 p.m. School Board Meetings
10:30 p.m. State Board of Education
Thursday, Feb. 17
 6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 a.m. Yoga
 9 a.m. Current Topics in Science
 10:30 a.m. Nature & Gardening 
 4 p.m. Authors & Poets
 5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6:30 p.m. Dr. Campbell
 7 p.m. School Board Meetings

99BOOK
R E V I E W

What a startling and original collection of short stories! There are times in your 
reading odyssey that a full-length novel may be more than you are willing to 
commit to, and a short story — a world unto itself built in a handful of pages — 
is just what you need to wake up your brain and Kim Fu is the perfect author to 
do just that. She has already published two novels and a collection of poetry, 
and her artistry and craft feels perfected and honed in these stories. They jog 
in and out of reality, the premises far-fetched, but the people, their language, 
their interactions, are authentic and sympathetic. In one story, a group of girls 
who have been friends since early childhood, seize upon the appearance of 
wings on one of the group as an opportunity to bond anew, defy their parents 
and hover a bit longer on the cusp of make-believe. In another, a person 
suffering from insomnia is visited in the night by a literal sandman, who fills her 
with sand, the weight and the sift of it dropping her into the deepest sleeps of 
her life. Please do pick this book up and enter the world of Kim Fu, you will be 
ever so glad you did.

The Sum of Us,  
by Heather McGhee

Educated,  
by Tara Westover

Cold Enough for Snow,  
by Jessica Au

Milk Blood Heat,  
by Dantiel W. Moniz

Fake Accounts,  
by Lauren Oyler

Red Thread of Fate,  
by Lyn Liao Butler

Albert and the Whale,  
by Philip Hoare

Jawbone, by Mónica Ojeda

Rabbits, by Terry Miles

(Tin House Books)

— Reviewed by Jenny Lyons. Connect with her on  
Instagram @jennysbookshop to find more great book reviews and recommendations.  

Look for these titles and more at your local bookstore.

LESSER KNOWN MONSTERS OF THE 21ST CENTURY — BY KIM FU

NEW IN PAPERBACK

CALENDAR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

in thermal 
layers (avoid 
cotton). Ankle 
gaiters and 
hiking poles are 
recommended. 
Be prepared for 
ice and snow. 

Contact leader Ruth Penfield for information, 
meeting time and possible carpooling 
from Middlebury area at 802-388-5407 or 
ruthpenfield@gmail.com.

SUNDAY, FEB. 20
“DUMA” ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, 
Feb. 20, 2 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant 
St. An orphaned cheetah becomes the best 
friend and pet of a young boy living in South 
Africa. Winner of the Humane Society’s 2006 
Genesis Award for Family Feature Film, and 
inspired by a true story, Duma offers audiences a 
blend of excitement, adventure and compassion 
with a beautiful and grand landscape as its 
backdrop. Part of the MNFF Selects series. 

More info and tickets at townhalltheater.org or 
middfilmfest.org.

THURSDAY, FEB. 24
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB SNOWSHOE IN 
HANCOCK. *RESCHEDULED TO MARCH 3*. Worth 
Mountain from Middlebury Gap. Strenuous, about 
2 miles each way. Will go to top of Middlebury 
Snowbowl and explore forgotten ski trails. 
Contact Morris Earle at morrisearle@gmail.com 
with questions or to register.
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OtterCreekBakery.com

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371

Valentine’s Day Specials! 
Rum Balls, Mini Cupcakes,

Flourless Chocolate Cupcakes,
Chocolate Dipped Strawberries,

Chocolate Orange Custard Tarts,  
Mini Eclairs, Cream Puffs & More!

OPEN TUESDAY—SATURDAY, 7AM-3PM

Please find the full menu 
on our website at 
OtterCreekBakery.com.
Email us at
info@ottercreekbakery.com 
or call 802-388-3371

Baked with Love 

In the Heat of 
Middlebury

Heating  •  Plumbing  •  Air Conditioning 
Heat Pump Installation

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

1786 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 388-2296

24/7 Pager Service  M-F   7am - 4pm

HVAC, Commercial
a/c and Heat Pump Installations

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

PBSVT.NET
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Roses are red
Falcons are fast
Our love for you
Can’t be surpassed

Violets are blue
Cheetahs are speedy
We’ll love you forever
‘Cause you’re our sweetie

Love, Mama and Dad

Happy Valentine’s 
Day Chip

You’re still the one 
for me
you are my smile 
maker,
my everything.

all my love

Sherry

My life changed the 
moment I met you, and I 
am so endlessly grateful 
that you are mine.

Ruby Bear

Our moon, our stars, our sunshine. 
We love you more than you will ever 
know, sweet, curious, fierce girl.

Always, 

Mama & Dada

You are my Alpha 
and Omega, and 
then some.
25 years +!

Thanks to you two, my heart is always full 
and surging bigger and bigger every day, 
despite the world’s chaos around us.
I love you both to the moon and back!

xo Mama

I love you guys so much!
You are my sunshine ☀☀
My pride and joy!
Can’t wait to see you again ☀☀

Love Mom/ Gramma Skrina

Loved you 
yesterday
Love you still
Always have
And always 
will

The best wife, the best mom of our amazing 
and crazy twins, the keeper of my heart. We will 
never be torn apart. You and me, belong in VT!

10 amazing years together! I 
am steeped in gratitude for 
your presence in this extra-
ordinary life. Every day is a 
Yes, I will walk with you.

I promise to 
always give you 
the obituaries if 
you let me have 
the crossword. 
From your partner 
in newspaper 
reading and 
more.

You gave me more love and 
support than I ever thought 
someone could. You held 
me when I was grieving, you 
cared for me after surgeries, 
you were always there to 
support me with a hug, a 
smile or just to listen. I will 
always be thankful for your 
love and being there for me.

In 8 years we have 
come half circle.  From a 
baseball lunch to every 
day love for each other. 
Happy Valentines Day. 

Love Bob

You are the love of my life, 
my soulmate. I love you more 
than words can express. I’m 
looking forward to 25 more 
years as your wife. (And they 
said it wouldn’t last.)

Roses are Red
Violets are Blue
I thought I lost love
Until I met you

I love you

My Sweet William,
Forever and always.  
I thumb promise.
Love,

Your Jenny

I love to linger with you
in all the places we find 
ourselves;
on a walk through the 
woods,
over dinner at the bistro,
playing games or watching 
tv.

My favorite lingering spot
is in the warmth of our bed,
my head on your chest,
encircled in your arms,
this is the place I long to 
be.

EVIE STINSON

CHIP

BLUE BEAR

RUBY FREYJA

SARAH D’EDEN

BIG YOU AND LITTLE YOU OSTROW-LYNN

HENRY AND LINDSEY HESCOCK

ROBERT LORD

MY BELOVED MELISSA

MY SWEET TBLF

LOVE

JAMES WHITNEY

TO JANE

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO SHARED THEIR LOVE! WISHING ALL OUR READERS A VERY HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!

CRAIG BINGHAM

MICHELLE

MY SWEET WILLIAM

TIM FRANKLIN

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T. C O M

Custom ads for every customer. 

BE 
UNIQUE.
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ACROSS
 1. One point east of due 

south

 4. City in Maine

10. Inquire too closely

11. Make dirty

12. Small Greek island

14. Bitterly regret

15. Millisecond

16. __ the ante

18. Without value

22. Eurasian ryegrass

23. Authentic

24. Having a mournful quality

26. Not out

27. Salvador __, Spanish artist

28. Cargo (abbr.)

30. This (Spanish)

31. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)

34. Slang for trucks with 

trailers

36. Helps you hear

37. Steer a boat

39. British School

40. Genus of olive

41. Computer term (abbr.)

42. Horse gear

48. Give off 

50. A type of salt

51. Exposing human vice or 

folly to ridicule

52. One who watches birds

53. Sailboat

54. A major division of 

geological time

55. Sodium

56. American state

58. Soak in water

59. Thin decorative covering 

of fi ne wood

60. Affi  rmative

DOWN
 1. One of the four seasons

 2. Its sultan is famous

 3. A lens for correcting 

defective vision in one eye

 4. College degree

 5. Soldiers need it

 6. Japanese car manufacturer

 7. A way to address

 8. Obstruct

 9. Atomic number 45

12. Ill-mannered

13. Opaque gem

17. Indicates before

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box 
must contain each 
of the numbers 1 to 
9. Puzzles come in 
three grades: easy, 
medium and diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 14.

19. Remove

20. Populous Argentine city

21. More cunning

25. Rich dessert

29. Payment (abbr.)

31. Footwear

32. Famed Alabama city

33. Sheep’s cry

35. Arrogance

38. Clergical vestment

41. Serving no practical 

purpose

43. An evening party

44. Print errors

45. Not good

46. Egyptian Sun god

47. Industrial German city

49. Scottish island

56. Early multimedia

57. Atomic number 18

PuzzlesPuzzles PPet of et of the the WWeekeek

Exercise your mind.
With the Addy Indy puzzles 

every Thursday!

SHARPstay
Exercise your mind.

With the Addy Indy puzzles 
every Thursday!

SHARPstaySHARPstaySHARPstay
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A sweeter dog would be hard to find. Duke
likes other dogs, but does not want to share 
space with cats. He is an 11-year-old senior 
who was tied outside for most of his life until 
coming to the shelter. He is mostly deaf 
and partially blind. He spends most of his 
days snoozing. The one strike against him 
is that because he was kept tied outside 
for so much of his life, he did not learn any 
potty-training skills and will not likely learn 
at this late stage. He would make a quiet, 
sweet, low energy companion, but it will take 
understanding and acceptance about his 
bathroom habits.

Mavis was returned to the shelter 
because she does not want to be a 
lap cat. What she can be is a beautiful, 
independent feline presence in your 
home and will be affectionate and 
lovable on her own terms. She was 
originally found as a feisty feline 
wandering around the Marbleworks 
district and has come a long way since 
then, but still does not like to be picked 
up. She gives “love bites” to show her 
affection. Mavis would be best in a 
home without other pets and without the 

pressure to be a lap cat. Love her for who she is!

Mitzvah is a 2-year-old who surveys 
the cat room from a perch. She lives 
with other cats and gets along with 
them as long as they don’t get all up in 
her business. She’s not a fan of dogs, 
though! She enjoys attention from her 
people and is an independent girl.

Raphy is a spicy girl with a lot of 
personality. She has many great 
qualities and is playful and sweet. Raphy 
does have a history of biting and we are 
still figuring out her triggers. She doesn’t 
like to feel cornered and does not like to 
be followed around. She would do best 
in a quiet home with no cats, dogs, or 
kids where she can explore at her own 
pace without feeling bothered.

Selma the guinea pig is about 5 years 
old, considered a senior lady. She was 
a classroom pet previously and is well 
socialized and used to being picked 
up and handled. She would like to be 
the only pig around. She really likes to 
nestle in on your shoulder and hide in 
your hair if given the chance. She likes 
carrots, parsley, bananas and all sorts 
of different treats!

Patty the pig is super sweet and social 
and a chatty gal! She is about 2 years 
old and would do well as an only pig. 
She likes to be held and loves to tunnel 
around in hay! Veggies and treats are 
her favorite!

PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website. We may have a pet for you.
388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org

236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Hi ,  I ’m Kythira!Hi ,  I ’m Kythira!
My name is Kythira. A Greek island is named after me. I am well loved by my 
mistress, Ann. I am recently retired. I live my life on my own terms. I prefer canned 
cat food, fresh catnip and green grass grown in a pot. I enjoy gazing out the window 
from my favorite perch. Applications are being accepted for visitors. Requirements 
are… an abundance of treats…and soft music. Hope to see you �

Ann Carlsmith
Eastview, Middlebury

PPet of et of the the WWeekeek

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139
www.parisfarmersunion.com

At Paris, we have everything you 
need for your pets and animals!
•	 Dry or Wet Dog & Cat food
•	 Dog & Cat beds, toys, cleaning supplies & 

accessories
•	 Fish, bird, rodent & reptile supplies — 

including live crickets
•	Wild bird & Squirrel supplies 
•	 Backyard animal feed & supplies
•	 And friendly, knowledgeable service to 

help guide you!

•	

•	
•	
•	Send us your pet!

news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the 
WEEK
Pet of the 
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Looking for a truly unique home, yet still want to put your own spin on it? This home is 
located in the sleepy mountain town of Lincoln with lovely views of the Green Mountains. 
On the main fl oor you will fi nd a large radiant tile fl oor entryway and the convenience of 
a bathroom with laundry area. The split-level kitchen and dining area off er plenty of room 
for entertaining. Sit at the kitchen bar overlooking out back while sipping your coff ee and 
watching the beautiful sunrise come up over the mountains each morning. Stay cozy and 
warm in the winter with the large stone fi replace with an Encore wood stove insert. Also on 
the main fl oor you will fi nd three bedrooms and another full bath with a beautiful marble 
counter top. Upstairs you will fi nd beautiful custom hard wood fl oors, kitchenette, living area 

and a door leading to your own covered rooftop deck with a custom 
spiral chimney! A partially fi nished basement with a small kitchen/
living area and a full bathroom that is great for when you have guests 
visiting. Attached one-car garage and another large shed off er plenty 
of storage. Outside you will see the custom Adirondack style fence 
and Adirondack railings on the stairway and balcony.

2549 SOUTH LINCOLN ROAD, LINCOLN

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Unique home in Lincoln with views

$ 410,000

This week’s property is managed by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices.  
More info at www.vtregroup.com.
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G I V E  U S 

A  C A L L 

T O D A Y !
Sydney Starkman

real
estate

A D V E R T I S E  O N  T H I S  P A G E

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M

 8 0 2 - 3 8 8 - 4 9 4 4

Jenna Hunsinger Christy Lynn Tom Van Sant

Irena Pavlin

WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Beth Buckman | Community Lender | NMLS #41062

EQUAL  
HOUSING   
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

BSCRIBES
THE ADDISON INDEPENDENT

WE NEED UAnnual subscription for just $50. addisonindependent.com
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s o l u t i o n s Feb. 10, 2022

PuzzlePuzzle

Contact your rep today to learn more!
ads@addisonindependent.com

Contact your rep today to learn more!
ads@addisonindependent.com

Add your piece!Add your piece!
Be the next sponsor 
of the puzzle page

ipjrealestate.com
34 Main Street, downtown Middlebury

info@ipjrealestate.com  |  802.388.4242

SUDBURY  NEW LISTING!
378 WILLIAMS LANE
MLS #4896670 | $449,000
3BD | 2BA | 3237 SF | 2.95 AC

Modern post and beam farmhouse 
designed by Architect Turner Brooks. 
Perched against a hillside with long 
range views of pastoral Vermont 
and a large barn ready for your 
vision. This home offers unique and 
striking spaces ready for inspired 
living in the country.

...if  you’re ready to buy a home.
Be ready. Get pre-approved. There’s no time to waste in a competitive market, 
and a mortgage preapproval will communicate that you’re a serious buyer. You don’t 
want to be in a position of loving a home you see after 5pm on a Friday, but you’re 
without a letter in hand. There will likely be offers over the weekend and one without 
a preapproval letter will be less desireable. Know your buying power, get that bank’s 
preliminary approval, and be ready to make a quick and informed decision when you 
fi nd the right house. 

Be flexible. When prices are high and 
inventory is low, it may be necessary to 
make concessions. Expand your search
area.  Keep an open mind. When my 
husband and I were buying our fi rst 
home we both said “no ranches” and 
guess what we bought? A ranch, and 
we loved it!

Be proactive. Ask your real estate 
professional to set you up on an 
automatic listing alert. The fi rst week a 
home is listed is when the majority of 
showings occur. Speed and simplicity 
will help you with your offer. In this 
market, you can’t wait weeks or even 
days to put in an offer on something 
you love. Don’t let that opportunity 
pass you by.

What you need to know... 

~ Beth Stanway, Broker, IPJRE

MIDDLEBURY  NEW LISTING!
397 WEYBRIDGE STREET
MLS #4896914 | $725,000
5BD | 2BA | 2944 SF | 1.55 AC

Spacious rooms, tall ceilings, and 
plenty of space to accommodate. 
Attached two-car garage, three 
season porch and over 1.5 acres 
on which to play. A home with 
this much potential, so close to 
downtown and TAM rec paths, 
comes once in a lifetime.
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One Lawson Lane | Suite 215 | Burlington | Vermont | 05401
e: duncan@kingslandvt.com | o: 802.658.0088 | c: 802.343.4661

w: www.kingslandvt.com

Duncan Harris | Principal
The Kingsland Company

Downtown Middlebury Retail 
Space 48 Main Street.
Known locally as the Wild Mountain 
Thyme building, 48 Main Street in 
Middlebury has an approximately 950 
SF retail space available for lease with 
additional office and storage space 
on the second floor. For over 40 years 
Wild Mountain Thyme was a thriving 
retail business located above the falls in 
Addison County’s Shire Town. The owner 
has retired and now we are seeking the 
next tenant to fill this beautiful, recently 
renovated, air conditioned, space with 
their creativity and fresh ideas. Please 
call Duncan for more information and to 
schedule a showing. 

MAIN STREET, MIDDLEBURY

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

PHOTOPLACE GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury. 
Visit photos@photoplacegallery.com or call (802) 388-
4500 for more info.

“Traces.” This exhibit was juried and curated by Jeff  
Curto. Artists responded to the call for images that 
hint of humans come and gone by the evidence left 
behind. Thirty-fi ve images were selected for exhibition 
in the gallery and 40 more for the digital gallery. On 
view through Feb. 26.

BRANDON ARTISTS GUILD
7 Center Street, Brandon. 
Visit brandonartistsguild.org or call (802) 247-4956 for 
more info.

“Pow! The 2022 Student Art Show.” For the month 
of February BAG dedicates the gallery to the annual 
Student Art Show, featuring work from students in 
local elementary schools, middle and high school. 
It’s an exuberant display of creativity that’s sure to lift 
your spirits.. On view through February.

EDGEWATER GALLERY AT THE FALLS
1 Mill Street, Middlebury
Visit edgewatergallery.com, call 802-458-0098 or email 
info@edgewatergallery-vt.com for more information.

“Time and Memory,” featuring work by Alexis Serio. 
Serio uses a horizon line as a foothold to suggest the 
landscape but from there she describes her abstract 
compositions as visual perceptions of time, and 
memory. On view for the month of February.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART
72 Porter Field Road, Middlebury.
Visit museum.middlebury.edu/exhibitions or call (802) 
443-5007 to make your free reservations.

“Contemporary to Classical: Highlights from the 
New Collection Handbook,” featuring more than 40 
works from the museum’s new permanent collection 
handbook. Objects range from modern to ancient and 
include prints, photographs, paintings, and sculpture. 
Among the artists represented are Derrick Adams, 
Banksy, Judy Chicago, Robert Gober, Fairfi eld Porter, 
Medardo Rosso, Anna Stanchi, Paul Strand, Edmund 
de Waal, and William Zorach. On view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

“Into the Screen: Digital Art from teamLab.” Founded 
in 2001 by Toshiyuki Inoko, teamLab is a Tokyo-based 
collaboration of more than 500 designers, engineers, 
and technologists with a shared mission to integrate 
art, technology, and nature. This exhibition highlights 
a singular immersive digital experience by teamLab 
and the traditional 17th- to 20th-century screens and 
prints that inspired it. On view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

of community 
initiatives, 
including The 
Nobuntu Pad 
Bank, where 
they gather 
sanitary pads 
for young 

women in the arts in underprivileged 
communities. Nobuntu has released 
three recordings: “Thina” in 2013, 
“Ekhaya” in 2016, and “Obabes 
beMbube” in 2018. The group has 
made dozens of television and radio 
appearances throughout Africa and 
Europe promoting these recordings and 
the culture of their homeland.

The word Nobuntu is an African concept 
that values humbleness, love, unity and 
family from a woman’s perspective. The 
ensemble represents a new generation 

of young African women singers who 
celebrate and preserve their culture, 
beauty, and heritage through art. The 
ensemble’s mission is the belief that 
music can be an important vehicle for 
change, one that transcends racial, 
tribal, religious, gender and economic 
boundaries.

Don’t miss this in-person performance at 
the Mahaney Arts Center’s Robison Hall 
on Friday, Feb. 18, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
are $25 for the general public, $20 for 
Middlebury faculty/staff  and alumni, 
$10 for youth, and $5 for Middlebury 
College students. Vaccinations and 
boosters (or valid medical or religious 
exemptions) and masks are required. For 
tickets, health and safety protocols, and 
information, call (802) 443-MIDD (6433) 
or go to middlebury.edu/arts.

MUSIC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

The Middlebury Performing Arts Series will present Nobuntu, the spirited all-female a cappella 
ensemble from Zimbabwe, in a live concert on Friday, Feb. 18.  PHOTO / VERNER PUNTIGAM
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802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a 
designated 

agency 
brokerage.

designated 

How Will you Choose your Real Estate Agent?

COMMUNITY CORNER
A consumer focused real estate agent not only knows the right answer but 
the one that’s right for you! Spend less time looking at houses and more time 
looking at homes. Berkshire Hathaway, The Landmark Group knows what it 

takes to get you where you are meant 
to be and we will help you get there 
with local knowledge and expert advice! 
We have over 90 years of combined 
experience under our belts. We stand 
behind our record with our 2021 sales 
volume up 30% over 2020 and earning 
the prestigious Chairman Circle Platinum 
Status which is awarded only to the top 
1% of small BHHS teams nationwide. If 
you are thinking about buying or selling 
real estate, we are your Forever Agents 
working to best serve your needs.

Get to know us at www.reVT4U.com 
or call 802-877-2134.

Eat at 4 participating Vergennes 
restaurants and get a chance to 
win a $25 or $250 gift certificate!
Get a card & get stamping at:
3 Squares Cafe ~ Hired 
Hand|Bar Antidote ~ Big Barn 
Coffee ~ Black Sheep Bistro ~ 
Community Market & Deli ~ Daily Chocolate ~ lu.lu ice cream|espresso 
bar ~ Maplefields ~ Park Squeeze ~ Rockers Pizzeria ~ Sheun Lee ~ 
Vergennes Laundry.  Now through Feb. 28!

Visit VergennesDowntown.org for details

ADDISON, VT 
Realize your dream living and owning your own 
business within the picturesque setting of the Lake 
Champlain valley. This 0.86 acre property includes 
a 2BR, 2BA home with attached garage and a 1,976 
square foot commercial building for your business or 
craft. It is currently set up and running as a successful 
restaurant. 
MLS# 4897142 $575,000

Lakeview Home

with Business

   24 Seymour St. Ext, Midd. - MLS # 896966                                                
Well-maintained Middlebury Ranch, walking distance

to college and downtown. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
spacious living room & open kitchen/dining area. 

Finished basement, attached oversize garage
for 1 car. Garden space in backyard.

$335,000

1153 Hardscrabble Rd., Bristol  - MLS #4896773                                            
Classic Cape, 2 bedrooms on first floor, large suite
on second, 2 baths. Two car garage that is heated,
solar array on garage heats hot water and supplies

most of electrical. In addition to main furnace
heat pumps on both floors.

$345,000

  41 Mount Independence Rd., Orwell - MLS #4897298                                       
Early 19th-century center hall colonial on park-like 

8.6 acres with waterfall. All the classic character you 
would expect, with much of the original woodwork.

Outbuildings with ample heatable space and storage. 
Partially fenced for animals. Stunning pastoral and 

Adirondack views. A short drive to Lake Champlain.
$550,000 

70 Court Street, Middlebury, VT
802-989-7522  |  ChamplainValleyProperty.net802-989-7522  |  ChamplainValleyProperty.net

Heather Foster-Provencher
 802-989-2770

cvprophfp@gmail.com

Nancy Foster
802-989-2772

cvpropnf@comcast.net

January Stearns
802-236-4424

cvpropjs@gmail.com

Diana Berthiaume 
802-236-2725

diana411@comcast.net

John Snyder-White
802-989-1066

cvpropjsw@gmail.com

Brenda Jaring
802-989-7522

fostergroup@comcast.net
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