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Ski-up service
Two sisters are running a new 
food truck venture at Rikert 
Nordic Center. See Arts + Leisure.
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Rt. 7 rivalry
The Commodores sank the Otter 
boys with a second-half surge on 
Tuesday. See Sports, Page 1B.

Biggest news
We look back at the important 
stories of a challenging year in a 
special section inside. 
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Dark humor
A web series shot by Middlebury 

College students is offbeat, to say 

the least. See Arts + Leisure.
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Make it four
The Eagles finished strong in the 

D-II field hockey final and won 

another title. See Sports, Page 1B.
Veterans Day

Veterans help others & others help

veterans. See our Salute to Veterans 

inside Arts + Leisure.

VTrans launches another study of Vergennes truck route

Youth transformed 

by school assault

Police investigate incident at Mt. Abe

ACSD plan won’t focus 

on closure of schools

(See ACSD, Page 16A)

(See Surgery, Page 12A)

The doctor is in…

for pets in need

Homeward Bound launches surgeries

(See Food shelf, Page 16A)

(See Truck route, Page 12A)

Human food shelf to serve pets, too

Turkey farm preps for Thanksgiving

People are asking for 

bigger birds this year

(See Turkeys, Page 15A)

(See Assault, Page 10A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Beginning 

Monday, Nov. 15, Middlebury’s 

Helping Overcome Poverty’s 

Effects (HOPE) food shelf will be 

open not only to humans, but also 

their furry and feathered friends.

It’s a collaboration between 

HOPE — a nonprofit, poverty-

fighting organization based at 282 

Boardman St. — and Homeward 

Bound, Addison County’s Humane 

Society, right next door at 236 

Boardman St. HOPE has for many 

years operated a food shelf to help 

people feed themselves and their 

families. And now that same food 

shelf will include a selection of 

dry and wet food for low-income 

families’ dogs and cats.

It was in early 2019 that 

Homeward Bound Executive 

Director 
Jessica 

Danyow 

approached 
HOPE’s 

top 

administrator, Jeanne Montross, 

for advice on how to serve low-

income clients of Homeward 

Bound. This conversation led tothe  

creation of Homeward Bound’s Pet 

Community Outreach Resources 

& Education (PetCORE) program, 

through which income-eligible 

folks can receive free supplemental 

food and flea-tick preventatives for 

their animals. The program also 

gives clients access to affordable 

pet wellness care and spay/neuter 

services.Danyow 
explained 

that 

PetCORE has grown in popularity 

since its founding — so much 

so the organization this summer 

began leasing a large storage closet 

at neighboring HOPE to house pet 

Now 
that 

vaccinated 

volunteers are allowed in area 

public schools, Addison Central 

School District officials are 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

ORWELL — If sales data from Stonewood 

Farm are any indication, more people are 

planning to host Thanksgiving meals this year, 

compared with 2020 during the first year of the 

pandemic. And they’re expecting larger parties 

at their tables.
“We sold smaller turkeys last year,” said 

Peter Stone, owner of the 800-acre family farm 

in Orwell. “And we are definitely selling bigger 

turkeys this year.”

Thanksgiving is celebrated on the fourth 

Thursday of November, which this year falls on 

the 25th.Stores such as the Middlebury Natural Foods 

Co-op — and hundreds more across New 

England and New York — have until Nov. 15 to 

place their final orders for Stonewood turkeys, 

so Stone doesn’t have all of the data yet. But 

to date sales in 2021 have been higher than in 

previous years, he said.

Stonewood Farm raises and processes more 

than 30,000 turkeys a year, making it the largest 

THANKSGIVING SEASON HAS begun for Peter Stone, owner of Stonewood Farm in Orwell. Stonewood raises and processes more than 

30,000 turkeys a year and expects to sell half of them this month. The rest are processed for value-added products like sausage and ground 

turkey.

Independent photos/Christopher Ross

turkey operation in Vermont. Addison County’s 

other major turkey purveyor, Misty Knoll Farms 

in New Haven also raises thousands of meat 

birds, but many of them are chickens.

Thanksgiving is of course the most busy 

time of the year at Stonewood, and the farm 

usually expects to sell about half of its turkeys 

in November.
TURKEY LORE

Peter Stone’s parents, Paul and Frances Stone, 

purchased the farm in 1976. Back then it was a 

dairy farm.After about a decade, “my father didn’t want 

to milk cows anymore,” Stone said, so he did 

some research and was intrigued by turkeys and 

the history of turkey farming in Vermont.

That history, as VTDigger columnist Mark 

Bushnell pointed out in 2016, goes back more 

than 200 years.
Bushnell describes a pre-railroad Vermont, 

where turkey farmers had to walk their turkeys 

to market, which was sometimes as far away as 

Boston.Supply wagons accompanied the farmers and 

their birds, carrying food and tents “and enough 

corn to help the birds maintain their weight 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — A group 

is restarting its work on a plan 

that will help the Addison Central 

School District prioritize which 

of its buildings it should keep and 

upgrade and which it shouldn’t, in 

light of declining enrollment and 

rising education costs. The ACSD 

board’s Facilities Committee is due 

to deliver its Facilities Master Plan 

(FMP) by Dec. 13. 

In a major change in approach, 

the master plan won’t include any 

recommendations for specific school 

closures. Based on ACSD board feedback, 

a review of student population 

trends and the layout of the district’s 

current seven elementary schools, 

the committee had been preparing 

a plan that envisioned closing 

preK-5th grade elementary schools 
By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Knowing 

that the love of a pet is priceless, 

Homeward Bound is about to 

make it easier for financially 

strapped people to afford basic 

surgeries for their favorite four-

legged friends.
The Middlebury nonprofit, 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — Officials 

from the Vermont Agency of 

Transportation and two engineering 

and design firms told about 110 

in-person and online attendees at 

the Vergennes Opera House on 

Nov. 4 that the new study of an 

alternate truck route for Vergennes 

would produce a better result than 

previous efforts.
VTrans Policy, Planning and 

Research Director Joe Segale 

insisted the recently started three-

year “Planning & Environmental 

Linkages (PEL) Study” would 

include a review of all possibilities 

and a level of public outreach not 

seen previously.
“This is not starting over,” said 

Segale, the project manager for the 

effort. “This is moving forward.”

The process is also a new 

requirement for the federal funding 

for what will be an expensive final 

project. A 1995 study put a $52.5 million 

price tag on its preferred 2.5-

mile northern route past the city, 

including a new bridge over Otter 

Creek. And in 2019 a study that 

preferred a shorter route through 

northern Vergennes, still with 

a bridge, came up with a $27.5 

million estimate. 

The project, which includes 

seven more formal occasions for 

public questions and testimony, 

also welcomes public comment 

and questions at vergennespel.com. 

Interviews with stakeholders 

and focus groups are also planned, 

and VTrans officials and engineers 

from WSP USA and Dubois & 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — A seventh-grader 

at Mount Abraham Union Middle 

School who was physically attacked 

by another student during school 

last week has come home from the 

hospital and continues to recover 

from his injuries.
And he is ready to take on the 

world, his mother says.

“This kid is amazing, I can’t even 

tell you,” she told the Independent

Saturday night. “He’s doing a lot 

better than every adult around him.”

And he hopes his attacker gets 

the help he needs.

The seventh-grader is still 

struggling to remember everything 

that happened during the Nov. 1 

incident, but the school did provide 

his mother with some information 

that has helped her piece together 

the story.ATTACKThe attack occurred during the 

lunch block, according to school 

officials, and the mother of the 

LARGE ANIMAL VETERINARIAN Alan Clarisse went to 

Homeward Bound looking for a barn cat but ended up taking 

a job performing surgeries on cats and other small domestic 

animals at the Addison County Humane Society.
Photo courtesy of Jessica Danyow
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Award winner

New Haven native credits local 

teachers for aiding in her writing 

success. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way
By the way

Eagles take off

The Mount Abe-VUHS co-op 

football team bested OV for its 

first win. See Sports, Page 1B.

Midd quiz

Learn more about the shire town’s 

downtown in an archictectural 

scavenger hunt. See Page 2A. 

BLM flag can fly at

Middlebury schools

Middlebury schools

New school-funding math could hurt local budgets

Lawmakers scrutinize pupil ‘weights’

(See BLM flag, Page 12A)

(See School funding, Page 10A)

(See Broadband, Page 11A)

Schools troubled by student behavior

Bristol teachers beg for help

Short-staffed MUMS in turmoil 

Light shines bright on solar project

Dignitaries help 

launch Middlebury 

College array

$2.3M grant to help county internet provider(See Solar, Page 16A)

(See MUMS, Page 11A)

(See Bristol teachers, Page 9A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — 

Almost two years after 

floating their original 

request to fly the Black 

Lives Matter flag at 

Middlebury Union High 

School, students there 

will now be able to raise 

that banner.

After many months 

of impassioned debate 

interrupted at times 

by the COVID-19 

pandemic, the Addison 

Central School District 

board on Monday 

approved a policy 

that will allow the 

flying — for a limited time — of 

banners other than just the U.S. 

and Vermont flags on the primary 

flagpole at the entrance of any 

ACSD school.

And the board made quick use 

of their new policy at the same 

meeting, unanimously endorsing 

the flying of the BLM flag on the 

MUHS flagpole through the end of 

the current school year.

It was a defining 

m o m e n t 

following a 

l e n g t h y 

s t a l ema t e 

d u r i n g 

w h i c h 

b o a r d 

members 

had found themselves 

divided into two 

camps: one in which 

some 
members 

asserted the primary flagpole at 

school should be reserved for 

governmental emblems, and the 

other with members arguing the 

flagpole is an important messaging 

hub that should be harnessed 

to project support of causes 

compatible with ACSD policy and 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

ADDISON COUNTY — 

Addison County nonprofit internet 

provider Maple Broadband was 

awarded $2.3 million on Oct. 4 

by the newly formed Vermont 

Community Broadband Board 

(VCBB) to fund its critical 

“preconstruction” phase.

Those funds are part of money 

originally awarded to Vermont from 

the American Rescue Plan Act, or 

ARPA, and then designated by the 

Legislature to support the state’s 

nine nonprofit Communications 

Union Districts (CUDs), of which 

Maple Broadband is one. 

The VCBB was created this 

year to coordinate statewide 

broadband expansion efforts, 

including overseeing the CUDs 

and administer the $150 million 

of funding lawmakers set aside for 

them via grants, according to need 

through an application process.

Ferrisburgh’s Steve Huffaker, 

chair of the all-volunteer Maple 

Broadband board, said although 

the first installment of VCBB grant 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Two years 

ago, educator Fawnda Buttolph’s 

favorite place to substitute teach 

was Middlebury Union Middle 

School.
Now she won’t go back.

During a heartfelt speech 

before the Addison Central 

School District Board on Monday, 

Buttolph tearfully shared some 

of her personal stories about 

recent subbing stints at MUMS. 

Her concerns ran the gamut from 

undisciplined children to stressed 

teachers who are hard-pressed to 

maintain classroom presence and 

decorum while fulfilling added 

responsibilities associated with the 

new International Baccalaureate 

program.

Buttolph specifically told the 

board:
• “The teachers feel that they 

have barely any time to teach with 

all the meetings they are expected to 

attend concerning (the International 

Baccalaureate program),” Buttolph 

said. “They feel they are unable to 

establish routines and programs 

because they are constantly 

being pulled out of their classes 

for something. Students are at a 

deficit academically, socially, and 

emotionally and need consistency 

and routine, yet they are not getting 

this because it seems like every 

other day the students are being 

taught by a sub or paraeducator.”

• “The halls were filled with 

yelling and foul language, students 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Some of 

the state’s brightest political, 

academic and entrepreneurial 

stars converged on a picturesque 

pasture in Middlebury on Tuesday 

morning, but it was the sun that 

stole the show.

Aside from being out in full 

force on what was a warm fall 

morning, the sun will be the 

lifeblood of a 5-megawatt solar 

farm to be sited on 30 acres of 

Middlebury College-owned land 

off South Street Extension. Once 

completed next year, the farm’s 

29,000 panels will provide the 

college with about 30 percent of its 

total electricity use. That will help 

the college reach its Energy2028 

initiative goal of receiving 100% 

of its energy through renewable 

sources by 2028.

U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy, 

Vermont Lt. Gov. Molly Gray, 

and Middlebury College 

President Laurie Patton were 

among those who participated 

in a groundbreaking ceremony 

for the solar farm project, to be 

built in partnership with Encore 

Renewable Energy and Green 

Mountain Power.

Patton, also a longtime 

professor of religions, noted the 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

VERMONT — When you’re 

struggling to get by, it can be 

disheartening to learn that, on top 

of everything else, you may be 

getting a better than average deal 

out of an inequitable system that 

will soon change.

This is essentially the situation 

Addison County’s three school 

districts face as the Task Force on 

the Implementation of the Pupil 

Weighting Factors Report develops 

an action plan and proposed 

legislation that would “ensure 

all public school students have 

equitable access to educational 

opportunities.”

What does this have to do with 

our local schools?

The “Pupil Weighting Factors 

Report” — which was submitted 

to the Vermont Legislature in 

2019 and subsequently dissected 

by educators and policymakers, as 

well as the Task Force’s ongoing 

investigations — concludes, 

among other things, that Vermont’s 

decades-old method of calculating 

equalized pupils doesn’t reflect 

the state’s current educational 

conditions, and this is undermining 

attempts to provide every student 

with equitable opportunities.

The report recommends several 

options for fixing this. All of them — 

and almost certainly any variation 

of them that might eventually get 

passed into law — would reduce 

the number of equalized pupils 

in the Addison Central, Addison 

Northwest and Mount Abraham 

Unified school districts. Fewer 

equalized pupils would translate 

into higher educational tax rates, 

reduced educational spending or 

some combination of both.

And this stings.

“We were already struggling 

to manage declining enrollment 

and rising costs, especially health 

care,” ANWSD Board Chair John 

Stroup told the Independent.

State Sen. Ruth Hardy, 

D-Middlebury, who co-chairs the 

Task Force, acknowledged that 

the Vergennes-area school district, 

because of its re
latively small size, 

may feel more negatively effected 

by any proposed school funding 

Are you living on a small fixed 

income and having difficulty 

paying property taxes on your 

home? You might be entitled 

to some tax relief when you file 

your Homestead Declaration. 

The deadline for filing is Oct. 15. 

Filing a Homestead Declaration is 

required by the state of Vermont 

and can result in a significant 

reduction to your annual property 

tax bill. You can find more 

information on how to file here: 

tinyurl.com/hv294fhh. If you’re 

having difficulty filing the forms, 

the Middlebury nonprofit Helping 

Overcome Poverty’s Effects can 

help; call them at (802) 388-3608.

The Monkton Museum and 

Historical Society (MM&HS) will 

host noted historian and Civil War 

author Howard Coffin for a Vermont 

Humanities Council Presentation 

on Monday, Oct. 18, at 7 p.m. The 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — A Bristol 

Elementary School teacher broke 

down in tears during Tuesday 

night’s meeting of the Mount 

Abraham Unified School District 

board as she tried to describe an 

incident she and her students had 

experienced the previous Thursday, 

Oct. 7.
“I’m sorry,” she said. “This is 

just heartbreaking.”

A couple of her BES colleagues 

got up and stood beside her, offering 

support, and she continued.

“Around 2 p.m. (that day), we 

had to evacuate the classroom as 

a student entered the classroom 

in an aggressive manner and was 

throwing objects at adults and in 

the classroom,” the teacher said.

After they evacuated, “students 

expressed fears about their safety, 

their things, and their hard work in 

our classroom being destroyed,” 

she continued.

Upon re-entering the classroom 

45 minutes later, the teacher 

discovered that damage had been 

inflicted to a projector, a closet 

door and instructional materials.

She locked the door.

Fifteen minutes later the student 

returned, “still 
escalated,” the 

Touching down

A RED TAILED Hawk sticks the landing in the top of a pine tree this past Sunday in West Addison. 

The Ferrisburgh photographer captured the intense concentration of the bird combined with its 

effortless confidence.

Photo by Stephanie Warner

U.S. SEN. PATRICK LEAHY and Vermont Lt. Gov. Molly Gray 

were among several dignitaries invited to participate in Tuesday’s 

ceremonial groundbreaking of a new, 5-Megawatt solar farm off 

South Street Extension in Middlebury that will deliver renewable 

energy to Middlebury College. Independent photo/John S. McCright

“What we are seeing in 

our schools is reflective 

of the fact that our 

students who were 

struggling most before 

the pandemic are the 

ones impacted most 

significantly by the 

pandemic.”

— Supt. Patrick Reen
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Learn more about the shire town’s 
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scavenger hunt. See Page 2A. 
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New school-funding math could hurt local budgets
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Schools troubled by student behavior

Bristol teachers beg for help

Short-staffed MUMS in turmoil 

Light shines bright on solar project

Dignitaries help 

launch Middlebury 

College array

$2.3M grant to help county internet provider

(See Bristol teachers, Page 

meeting, unanimously endorsing 

meeting, unanimously endorsing 

the flying of the BLM flag on the 

the flying of the BLM flag on the 

MUHS flagpole through the end of 

MUHS flagpole through the end of 

the current school year.

the current school year.
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some 
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some 
members 
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asserted the primary flagpole at 

school should be reserved for 

school should be reserved for 

governmental emblems, and the 

other with members arguing the 

flagpole is an important messaging 

hub that should be harnessed 

to project support of causes 

compatible with ACSD policy and 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

ADDISON COUNTY — 

Addison County nonprofit internet 

provider Maple Broadband was 

awarded $2.3 million on Oct. 4 

by the newly formed Vermont 

Community Broadband Board 

(VCBB) to fund its critical 

“preconstruction” phase.

Those funds are part of money 

originally awarded to Vermont from 

the American Rescue Plan Act, or 

ARPA, and then designated by the 

Legislature to support the state’s 

nine nonprofit Communications 

Union Districts (CUDs), of which 

Maple Broadband is one. 

The VCBB was created this 

year to coordinate statewide 

broadband expansion efforts, 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Two years 

ago, educator Fawnda Buttolph’s 

favorite place to substitute teach 

was Middlebury Union Middle 

Now she won’t go back.

During a heartfelt speech 

before the Addison Central 

School District Board on Monday, 

Buttolph tearfully shared some 

of her personal stories about 

recent subbing stints at MUMS. 

Her concerns ran the gamut from 

undisciplined children to stressed 

teachers who are hard-pressed to 

maintain classroom presence and 

decorum while fulfilling added 

responsibilities associated with the 

new International Baccalaureate 

program.

Buttolph specifically told the 

board:
• “The teachers feel that they 

have barely any time to teach with 

all the meetings they are expected to 

attend concerning (the International 

Baccalaureate program),” Buttolph 

said. “They feel they are unable to 

establish routines and programs 

because they are constantly 

being pulled out of their classes 

for something. Students are at a 

deficit academically, socially, and 

emotionally and need consistency 

and routine, yet they are not getting 

this because it seems like every 

other day the students are being 

taught by a sub or paraeducator.”

•
yelling and foul language, students 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Some of 

the state’s brightest political, 

academic and entrepreneurial 

stars converged on a picturesque 

pasture in Middlebury on Tuesday 

morning, but it was the sun that 

stole the show.

Aside from being out in full 

force on what was a warm fall 

morning, the sun will be the 

lifeblood of a 5-megawatt solar 

farm to be sited on 30 acres of 

Middlebury College-owned land 

off South Street Extension. Once 

completed next year, the farm’s 

29,000 panels will provide the 

college with about 30 percent of its 

total electricity use. That will help 

the college reach its Energy2028 

initiative goal of receiving 100% 

of its energy through renewable 

sources by 2028.

U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy, 

Vermont Lt. Gov. Molly Gray, 

and Middlebury College 

President Laurie Patton were 

among those who participated 

in a groundbreaking ceremony 

for the solar farm project, to be 

built in partnership with Encore 

Renewable Energy and Green 

to the Vermont Legislature in 

2019 and subsequently dissected 
options for fixing this. All of them — 

and almost certainly any variation 

of them that might eventually get 

passed into law — would reduce 

the number of equalized pupils 

in the Addison Central, Addison 

Northwest and Mount Abraham 

“We were already struggling 

to manage declining enrollment 

and rising costs, especially health 

care,” ANWSD Board Chair John 

Stroup told the Independent.

State Sen. Ruth Hardy, 

D-Middlebury, who co-chairs the 

Task Force, acknowledged that 

the Vergennes-area school district, 

because of its re
latively small size, 

may feel more negatively effected 

by any proposed school funding 

incident she and her students had 

experienced the previous Thursday, 

“I’m sorry,” she said. “This is 

A couple of her BES colleagues 

got up and stood beside her, offering 

support, and she continued.

“Around 2 p.m. (that day), we 

had to evacuate the classroom as 

a student entered the classroom 

in an aggressive manner and was 

throwing objects at adults and in 

the classroom,” the teacher said.

After they evacuated, “students 

expressed fears about their safety, 

their things, and their hard work in 

our classroom being destroyed,” 

she continued.

Upon re-entering the classroom 

45 minutes later, the teacher 

discovered that damage had been 

inflicted to a projector, a closet 

door and instructional materials.

She locked the door.

Fifteen minutes later the student 

returned, “still 
escalated,” the 

 RED TAILED Hawk sticks the landing in the top of a pine tree this past Sunday in West Addison. 

The Ferrisburgh photographer captured the intense concentration of the bird combined with its 

Photo by Stephanie Warner

U.S. SEN. PATRICK LEAHY and Vermont Lt. Gov. Molly Gray 

were among several dignitaries invited to participate in Tuesday’s 

ceremonial groundbreaking of a new, 5-Megawatt solar farm off 

South Street Extension in Middlebury that will deliver renewable 

energy to Middlebury College.

“What we are seeing in 

our schools is reflective 

of the fact that our 

students who were 

struggling most before 

the pandemic are the 

ones impacted most 

significantly by the 

pandemic.”

— Supt. Patrick Reen
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Midd quiz

Learn more about the shire town’s 

downtown in an archictectural 

scavenger hunt. See Page 2A. 

New school-funding math could hurt local budgets

Schools troubled by student behavior

Bristol teachers beg for help

Short-staffed MUMS in turmoil 

Light shines bright on solar project

$2.3M grant to help county internet provider

(See Bristol teachers, Page 

originally awarded to Vermont from 

the American Rescue Plan Act, or 

ARPA, and then designated by the 

Legislature to support the state’s 

nine nonprofit Communications 

Union Districts (CUDs), of which 

The VCBB was created this 

year to coordinate statewide 

broadband expansion efforts, 

said. “They feel they are unable to 

establish routines and programs 

because they are constantly 

being pulled out of their classes 

for something. Students are at a 

deficit academically, socially, and 

emotionally and need consistency 

and routine, yet they are not getting 

this because it seems like every 

other day the students are being 

taught by a sub or paraeducator.”

•
yelling and foul language, students 

throwing objects at adults and in 

the classroom,” the teacher said.

After they evacuated, “students 

expressed fears about their safety, 

their things, and their hard work in 

our classroom being destroyed,” 

she continued.

Upon re-entering the classroom 

45 minutes later, the teacher 

discovered that damage had been 

inflicted to a projector, a closet 

door and instructional materials.

She locked the door.

Fifteen minutes later the student 

returned, “still 
escalated,” the 

U.S. SEN. PATRICK LEAHY and Vermont Lt. Gov. Molly Gray 

were among several dignitaries invited to participate in Tuesday’s 

ceremonial groundbreaking of a new, 5-Megawatt solar farm off 

South Street Extension in Middlebury that will deliver renewable 
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Tale well told

Opera Company of Middlebury 

wonderfully retells Bernstein’s 

‘Candide.’ See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Close call

The Tiger girls’ tennis team came 

one match short of the program’s 

fi rst title since 1996. See Page 1B.

Big top

Lincoln preschool staged a circus 

to show off its COVID-inspired 

outdoor classroom. Page 2A.

Gov. lifts COVID restrictions

With 80% vaccination target reached, much of life can return to normal

Addison County takes

stock of the change

(See Vermont, Page 16A)

(See Reactions, Page 16A)

Culinary collective

serves fl avor & hope

Mexican women start local food venture  

Addison sets vote on 

ANWSD withdrawal

Teacher and

coach retires

from MUHS

Atkins looked to 

chemistry in both

(See Atkins, Page 17A)

(See ANWSD, Page 12A)

(See El Sabor, Page 8A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Cindy Atkins 

is a person with special skills.

Not many people, after all, can 

recite the periodic table of elements 

and dribble two basketballs at the 

same time.

Well, Atkins is ready to “slow 

her roll” after 34 years as a science 

educator at Middlebury Union High 

School. She’s stepping down as 

chemistry teacher, but you’ll still 

catch glimpses of her at MUHS, 

where she’ll serve as a part-time 

International Baccalaureate (IB) 

Diploma Program coordinator for 

grades 11 and 12.

You’ll also likely see her at local 

basketball games, either as a coach 

or an avid spectator.

“I love what I’m doing, and I 

can’t completely retire,” she said 

during a recent interview.

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — “El Sabor” 

translated from Spanish means 

“fl avor.”
But it’s a word that has taken 

on many more defi nitions for 14 

Central American women, many 

of them the trailing spouses of 

migrant farmworkers, now living 

in Addison County. Thirteen of 

them hail from Mexico, one is 

from Guatemala.

To them, “El Sabor” also 

represents hope, entrepreneurship, 

togetherness, creativity and hard 

work — all of it hopefully leading 

to a bigger piece of the American 

dream.
Simply put, “Viva el Sabor” is 

a women-led collective dedicated 

to introducing the food and culture 

of Mexico and Central America 

to Vermont and promoting 

community and economic justice 

for its members, according to 

Elizabeth Ready, former executive 

director of John Graham Housing 

& Services, and now a helper for 

the collective.

The talented members of Viva El 

Sabor will step out of the shadows 

of the county’s agricultural 

landscape to make their fi rst big 

splash at a fi esta on Middlebury’s 

Marble Works green on Saturday, 

June 26, from 5-9 p.m., during 

which they’ll serve up a cornucopia 

Graduation 2021!

By HANNAH LAGA ABRAM

MONTPELIER — After 

Vermont reached a critical 

milestone in COVID-19 

vaccinations, Gov. Phil Scott on 

Monday lifted all state restrictions 

imposed to fi ght the respiratory 

disease. 
With the stroke of Scott’s pen, he 

ended the State of Emergency that 

had been in place since March 13, 

2020. 
The order came after the 

announcement that Vermont on 

Sunday became the fi rst state 

to vaccinate more than 80% 

of eligible residents, making it 

the global leader in COVID-19 

vaccinations. 

“Vermont has shown the world 

what’s possible,” Gov. Scott said 

on Monday. “We are here only 

because of the unity of the people 

of Vermont, whose commitment to 

their neighbors and care for each 

other never wavered.” 

The state reached the vaccination 

milestone after a weekend in which 

fi rst responders, National Guard 

members and health professionals 

fanned out around the state to 

administer COVID-19 vaccines 

at walk-in clinics in 56 locations. 

Nine more clinics were scheduled 

for Monday, with an additional 

59 planned throughout this week, 

and more in coming weeks. In a 

Tuesday press conference, Vermont 

Health Commissioner Dr. Mark 

GOV. PHIL SCOTT on Monday signs the order directing state 

agencies to end special COVID-19 restrictions now that more than 

80% of Vermonters have received at least one dose of the vaccine.

By JOHN VAALER

ADDISON 
COUNTY 

— People who live and run 

businesses in Addison County 

are thrilled about the end of 

COVID-19 restrictions, which 

Gov. Phil Scott rescinded this 

week as the 15-month pandemic 

winds down. 

“(I’m) really just happy,” 

said Ian Huizenga, co-owner 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

ADDISON — The town of 

Addison is making a bid to become 

the second Addison County 

community to withdraw from a 

unifi ed school district, following 

Ripton’s successful bid this spring 

to separate from the Addison 

Central School District.  

The Addison selectboard has 

warned a July 13 town-wide 

vote on the question, “Shall the 

Town of Addison withdraw from 

the Addison Northwest School 

District?” 

The board said in a draft pre-vote 

fl yer it was responding to an April 

citizen petition requesting a vote 

on that question. Board members 

unanimously adopted the warning 

on June 1. 

Lotsa pomp 

A FEW HUNDRED local teenagers completed an important rite of 

passage this past weekend when they graduated from high school. 

Clockwise from above, Lydia Deppman gets her MUHS diploma; 

Louisa Funk sings at Mount Abraham; VUHS seniors soak up 

the wisdom of the speakers; and Otter Valley grads parade past 

the socially distanced crowd in the stands. Look for graduation 

stories and more photos: OV, Page 11A; Mount Abe on 13A; VUHS 

on 14A; MUHS on 15A.

Photos by Steve James, Buzz Kuhns, Steve James and William Haig

Gov. Phil Scott recently 

announced appointments to 

a variety of state boards and 

commissions. Addison County 

appointees included Jessica 

Danyow of Middlebury to the 
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Gov. lifts COVID restrictions

With 80% vaccination target reached, much of life can return to normal

Addison County takes

stock of the change“Vermont has shown the world 

what’s possible,” Gov. Scott said 

on Monday. “We are here only 

because of the unity of the people 

of Vermont, whose commitment to 

their neighbors and care for each 

other never wavered.” 

The state reached the vaccination 

milestone after a weekend in which 

fi rst responders, National Guard 

members and health professionals 

fanned out around the state to 

administer COVID-19 vaccines 

at walk-in clinics in 56 locations. 

Nine more clinics were scheduled 

Gov. Phil Scott rescinded this 

17A)17A)17

where she’ll serve as a part-time 

International Baccalaureate (IB) 

Diploma Program coordinator for 

You’ll also likely see her at local 

basketball games, either as a coach 

“I love what I’m doing, and I 

can’t completely retire,” she said 

Graduation 2021!
COVID-19 restrictions, which 

Lotsa pomp 
 HUNDRED local teenagers completed an important rite of 

passage this past weekend when they graduated from high school. 

Clockwise from above, Lydia Deppman gets her MUHS diploma; 

Louisa Funk sings at Mount Abraham; VUHS seniors soak up 

the wisdom of the speakers; and Otter Valley grads parade past 

the socially distanced crowd in the stands. Look for graduation 

stories and more photos: OV, Page 11A; Mount Abe on 13A; VUHS 

on 14A; MUHS on 15A.

Photos by Steve James, Buzz Kuhns, Steve James and William Haig

Nine more clinics were scheduled 

for Monday, with an additional 

Gov. Phil Scott rescinded this 

Graduation 2021!
businesses in Addison County 

are thrilled about the end of 

COVID-19 restrictions, which 

 HUNDRED local teenagers completed an important rite of 

passage this past weekend when they graduated from high school. 

Clockwise from above, Lydia Deppman gets her MUHS diploma; 

Louisa Funk sings at Mount Abraham; VUHS seniors soak up 

the wisdom of the speakers; and Otter Valley grads parade past 

the socially distanced crowd in the stands. Look for graduation 

stories and more photos: OV, Page 11A; Mount Abe on 13A; VUHS 

Photos by Steve James, Buzz Kuhns, Steve James and William Haig

Entrepreneuer buys up two city spots
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Art project

A local woman is leading an effort 

to draw people to Middlebury with 

public art. See Arts + Leisure.  

By the way

Glide time

Local high school sports kicked off 

with a Nordic ski race at MUHS 

this Saturday. See Page 1B.

Farewell

An avid backcountry skier from 

Lincoln died in a White Mountain

avalanche. See Page 8A.

State lays out ambitious food systems plan

More than 1,500 people worked on it

Horton is bullish on 

business in Vergennes

(See Farms, Page 12A)

(See Horton, Page 14A)

(See Kick Start, Page 13A)

(See Cannabis, Page 14A)

$50,000
‘kick start’
OK’d for
downtown

Retail pot 
advocates, 

opponents 
share views

Six vie for four ACSD board seats

Board likely to face challenging year

(See ACSD, Page 10A)

Vergennes has surplus, 

faces accounting issues

(See Vergennes, Page 9A)

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — When 

Middlebury native and Nashville, 

Tenn., resident Ned Horton took 

over the Otter Creek Bakery 

in January 2020 he couldn’t 

foresee the impact the COVID-19 

pandemic would have on the 

shop’s bottom line.

But when Horton in December 

bought the empty Vergennes 

building at 187 Main St. that once 

housed a Marble Works Pharmacy 

branch, and then in January 

purchased the Vergennes Wine & 

Beverage business a block west, 

he had a much clearer picture of 

the prospects. 

Horton, a 60-year-old 

marketing entrepreneur, took 

the twin plunges in Vergennes 

anyway. 
Now splitting his time between 

Middlebury and Nashville, 

Horton said he has faith not only 

in the wine, liquor and beverage 

store, but also in the city itself. 

“That shop has been very steady, 

and I do think there is upside, not 

just in that particular business, but 

in downtown Vergennes,” Horton 

said. “It’s due for some good 

things to come.”

Horton is transitioning from 

Tennessee to Addison County in 

part because he likes the area and 

in part because two of his three 

children are in New England 

colleges, one at Middlebury 

College. His third is nearing the 

end of high school in Nashville. 

VERGENNES WINE & BEVERAGE is under new ownership, but longtime employee Bill Joos, left, will 

stay on and work with new manager Scott Hirschberg, right, for new owner Ned Horton. Hirschberg 

and Horton are considering offering more craft beer and making a few cosmetic changes.

Independent photo/Andy Kirkaldy

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury selectboard on 

Tuesday unanimously agreed to 

allocate up to $50,000 in unspent 

economic development funds 

to help the Better Middlebury 

Partnership (BMP) fill vacant 

downtown storefronts with new 

businesses.

“Kick Start Middlebury” is a 

collaboration of the BMP, Addison 

County Economic Development 

Corp., Addison County Chamber 

of Commerce, Vermont Small 

Business Development Center 

and Middlebury College. 

Patterned after a similar program 

in the southern  Vermont town of 

Wilmington, Kick Start will award 

incentive packages to three or 

four stores committed to making 

downtown Middlebury their home. 

Each package is to include 

a $10,000 grant and additional 

supports for such things as 

marketing, advertising, printing 

and consulting services. Plans call 

for some of those supports to be 

donated by existing Middlebury 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Advocates 

and opponents of a proposal 

for Middlebury to entertain 

cannabis stores presented their 

respective cases during a Zoom 

informational meeting on Tuesday. 

The town selectboard hosted the 

informational meeting to help the 

public understand the subject prior 

to the upcoming March 2 vote on 

the subject. 

Vermont’s Act 164, which 

legalized recreational marijuana, 

requires a municipality to “opt 

in” before a cannabis retailer can 

open in that community. That can 

only be done via a Yes/No vote 

of town residents. Middlebury 

is one of more than a dozen 

Vermont municipalities that will be 

fielding the “opt-in” vote. Locally, 

Vergennes, Salisbury and Brandon 

are also entertaining cannabis retail 

votes on Town Meeting Day.

If a community “opts-in” and 

subsequently receives one or more 

store applications, the earliest an 

enterprise could open is October 

of 2022 — unless Middlebury’s 

Mount Abraham Union High 

School A Cappella members are 

working to put together a sweet 

surprise that can be delivered 

via email to your loved ones 

anywhere. The Singing Valentine 

is 1.5 minutes of joy and love, 

will be sent with your personal 

message, and you can order 

yours through this link (which 

suggests a $5 donation to the 

A Cappella program: forms.

gle/1TTxNJW6NnFBwj2o8.

Ferrisburgh’s Rokeby Museum, 

an Underground Railroad site and 

a National Historic Landmark, 

has openings for four new board 

members, each typically serving a 

three-year term. Rokeby’s mission 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — One could 

certainly argue that it takes a 

brave person these days to serve 

on the Addison Central School 

District (ACSD) board. Plenty of 

controversial issues in play are 

bound to make board members 

unpopular with some of their 

constituents.

School consolidation amid 

declining enrollment.

Moving 6th-graders to 

Middlebury Union Middle School 

beginning this fall.

Transitioning to a brand-new 

learning structure through the 

International Baccalaureate 

program.
Preparing a facilities master 

plan that will recommend which 

district buildings deserve ongoing 

investment, and which do not.

Re-establishing educational 

continuity for preK-12 students 

following a COVID-19 pandemic 

that has seen some students lose 

ground through virtual learning.

Sustaining current school 

programming and keeping teacher 

layoffs to a minimum amid budget 

challenges that, for the first time 

this year, have resulted in an ACSD 

budget proposal that exceeded 

the state’s per-pupil spending 

threshold by around $550.00. The 

board tapped into surplus funds 

to cover that excess spending, 

for which the district would have 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

VERMONT — When the 

pandemic forced the Vermont 

General Assembly to leave 

Montpelier last March, Rep. 

Carolyn Partridge, D-Windham, 

who chairs the House Committee 

on Agriculture and Forestry, didn’t 

bother to take her good shoes with 

her, or the committee’s jade plant. 

But she did make sure she had her 

copy of the farm and food system 

plan that had been submitted to the 

Legislature that January.

“Who knew that it would be 

nearly a year later, and we’re 

still not back in Room 32 (of the 

Statehouse),” Partridge said this 

week during a press conference 

held by the Vermont Sustainable 

Jobs Fund to announce the release 

of the final version of the plan she 

took home 11 months ago.

The “Vermont Agriculture and 

Food Systems Strategic Plan 2021-

2030” is a 202-page document 

developed over 18 months with 

input from more than 1,500 

Vermonters and from focus groups 

with more than 120 members of the 

state’s farming and food industries.

That the plan was developed and 

finalized during a global pandemic 

was lost on no one.

“Last spring we witnessed 

the fragility of our national 

food supply chain, as milk was 

dumped, vegetables were plowed 

under, meat processing plants 

were temporarily shut down and 

restaurants were closed,” said Ellen 

Kahler, executive director of the 

Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund, at 

Monday’s press conference. “In the 

early days of the pandemic, with 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — Longtime 

professional auditor Teresa 

Kajenski brought some bad 

news and some good news to 

the Vergennes City Council at 

its Feb. 9 meeting. 

The bad?

For the first time in the many 

years Kajenski has been working 

with the Fothergill Segale & 

Valley team that performs 

annual audits for the city, she 

felt it necessary to report to the 

council in person that there were 

Look at that!
CHAD SIMPSON, LEFT, of Springfield is joined by his fishing buddies Jack Jones, center, of Chester and Mike Bashaw of Bellows 

Falls in showing off this five-pound northern pike that Simpson caught in the Lake Dunmore Ice Fishing Derby this past Sunday. The 

two-day annual event drew a reported 350 participants — apparently many more than usual. See another fishing derby photo on page 

4A.

Independent photo/Steve James
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VTrans launches another study of Vergennes truck route

Youth transformed 

by school assault

Police investigate incident at Mt. Abe

ACSD plan won’t focus 

on closure of schools

(See ACSD, Page 16A)
16A)
16

(See Surgery, Page 12A)
12A)
12

The doctor is in…

for pets in need

Homeward Bound launches surgeries

(See Truck route, Page 

Human food shelf to serve pets, too

Turkey farm preps for Thanksgiving

People are asking for 

bigger birds this year

(See Assault, Page 10

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Beginning 

Monday, Nov. 15, Middlebury’s 

Helping Overcome Poverty’s 

Effects (HOPE) food shelf will be 

open not only to humans, but also 

their furry and feathered friends.

It’s a collaboration between 

HOPE — a nonprofit, poverty-

fighting organization based at 282 

Boardman St. — and Homeward 

Bound, Addison County’s Humane 

Society, right next door at 236 

Boardman St. HOPE has for many 

years operated a food shelf to help 

people feed themselves and their 

families. And now that same food 

shelf will include a selection of 

dry and wet food for low-income 

families’ dogs and cats.

It was in early 2019 that 

Homeward Bound Executive 

Director 
Jessica 

Danyow 

approached 
HOPE’s 

top 

administrator, Jeanne Montross, 

for advice on how to serve low-

income clients of Homeward 

Bound. This conversation led tothe  

creation of Homeward Bound’s Pet 

Community Outreach Resources 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

ORWELL — If sales data from Stonewood 

Farm are any indication, more people are 

planning to host Thanksgiving meals this year, 

compared with 2020 during the first year of the 

pandemic. And they’re expecting larger parties 

at their tables.
“We sold smaller turkeys last year,” said 

Peter Stone, owner of the 800-acre family farm 

in Orwell. “And we are definitely selling bigger 

turkeys this year.”

Thanksgiving is celebrated on the fourth 

Thursday of November, which this year falls on 

the 25th.Stores such as the Middlebury Natural Foods 

Co-op — and hundreds more across New 

England and New York — have until Nov. 15 to 

place their final orders for Stonewood turkeys, 

so Stone doesn’t have all of the data yet. But 

to date sales in 2021 have been higher than in 

previous years, he said.

Stonewood Farm raises and processes more 

than 30,000 turkeys a year, making it the largest 

THANKSGIVING SEASON HAS begun for Peter Stone, owner of Stonewood Farm in Orwell. Stonewood raises and processes more than 

30,000 turkeys a year and expects to sell half of them this month. The rest are processed for value-added products like sausage and ground 

turkey.

MIDDLEBURY — A group 

is restarting its work on a plan 

that will help the Addison Central 

School District prioritize which 

of its buildings it should keep and 

upgrade and which it shouldn’t, in 

light of declining enrollment and 

rising education costs. The ACSD 

board’s Facilities Committee is due 

to deliver its Facilities Master Plan 

In a major change in approach, 

the master plan won’t include any 

recommendations for specific school 

closures. Based on ACSD board feedback, 

a review of student population 

trends and the layout of the district’s 

current seven elementary schools, 

the committee had been preparing 

a plan that envisioned closing 

preK-5th grade elementary schools 

strapped people to afford basic 

surgeries for their favorite four-

legged friends.
The Middlebury nonprofit, 

would produce a better result than 

previous efforts.
VTrans Policy, Planning and 

Research Director Joe Segale 

insisted the recently started three-

year “Planning & Environmental 

Linkages (PEL) Study” would 

include a review of all possibilities 

and a level of public outreach not 

seen previously.
“This is not starting over,” said 

Segale, the project manager for the 

effort. “This is moving forward.”

The process is also a new 

requirement for the federal funding 

for what will be an expensive final 

project. A 1995 study put a $52.5 million 

price tag on its preferred 2.5-

mile northern route past the city, 

including a new bridge over Otter 

Creek. And in 2019 a study that 

preferred a shorter route through 

northern Vergennes, still with 

a bridge, came up with a $27.5 

million estimate. 

The project, which includes 

and questions at vergennespel.com. 

and focus groups are also planned, 

and VTrans officials and engineers 

from WSP USA and Dubois & 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — A seventh-grader 

at Mount Abraham Union Middle 

School who was physically attacked 

by another student during school 

last week has come home from the 

hospital and continues to recover 

And he is ready to take on the 

“This kid is amazing, I can’t even 
Independent

Saturday night. “He’s doing a lot 

better than every adult around him.”

And he hopes his attacker gets 

the help he needs.

The seventh-grader is still 

struggling to remember everything 

that happened during the Nov. 1 

incident, but the school did provide 

his mother with some information 

that has helped her piece together 

the story.ATTACKThe attack occurred during the 

lunch block, according to school 

officials, and the mother of the 

LARGE ANIMAL VETERINARIAN Alan Clarisse went to 

Homeward Bound looking for a barn cat but ended up taking 

a job performing surgeries on cats and other small domestic 

animals at the Addison County Humane Society.
Photo courtesy of Jessica Danyow

State lays out ambitious food systems plan

(See Farms, Page 12A)12A)12

(See Kick Start, Page 13A)13A)13

VERGENNES WINE & BEVERAGE is under new ownership, but longtime employee Bill Joos, left, will 

stay on and work with new manager Scott Hirschberg, right, for new owner Ned Horton. Hirschberg 

and Horton are considering offering more craft beer and making a few cosmetic changes.

Independent photo/Andy Kirkaldy

and Middlebury College. 

Patterned after a similar program 

in the southern  Vermont town of 

Wilmington, Kick Start will award 

incentive packages to three or 

four stores committed to making 

downtown Middlebury their home. 

Each package is to include 

a $10,000 grant and additional 

supports for such things as 

marketing, advertising, printing 

and consulting services. Plans call 

for some of those supports to be 

donated by existing Middlebury 

food supply chain, as milk was 

dumped, vegetables were plowed 

under, meat processing plants 

were temporarily shut down and 

restaurants were closed,” said Ellen 

Kahler, executive director of the 

Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund, at 

Monday’s press conference. “In the 

early days of the pandemic, with 

VTrans launches another study of Vergennes truck route

by school assault

Police investigate incident at Mt. Abe

ACSD plan won’t focus 

on closure of schools

The doctor is in…

for pets in need

Homeward Bound launches surgeries

MIDDLEBURY — A group 

is restarting its work on a plan 

that will help the Addison Central 

School District prioritize which 

of its buildings it should keep and 

upgrade and which it shouldn’t, in 

light of declining enrollment and 

rising education costs. The ACSD 

board’s Facilities Committee is due 

to deliver its Facilities Master Plan 

MIDDLEBURY — Knowing 

that the love of a pet is priceless, 

Homeward Bound is about to 

make it easier for financially 

would produce a better result than 

previous efforts.
VTrans Policy, Planning and 

Research Director Joe Segale 

insisted the recently started three-

year “Planning & Environmental 

Linkages (PEL) Study” would 

include a review of all possibilities 

and a level of public outreach not 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — A seventh-grader 

at Mount Abraham Union Middle 

School who was physically attacked 

by another student during school 

last week has come home from the 

hospital and continues to recover 

And he is ready to take on the 

“This kid is amazing, I can’t even 
Independent

Saturday night. “He’s doing a lot 

better than every adult around him.”

LARGE ANIMAL VETERINARIAN Alan Clarisse went to 

Homeward Bound looking for a barn cat but ended up taking 

a job performing surgeries on cats and other small domestic 

animals at the Addison County Humane Society.
Photo courtesy of Jessica Danyow

VERGENNES WINE & BEVERAGE is under new ownership, but longtime employee Bill Joos, left, will 

stay on and work with new manager Scott Hirschberg, right, for new owner Ned Horton. Hirschberg 

and Horton are considering offering more craft beer and making a few cosmetic changes.

Independent photo/Andy Kirkaldy
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On the trail
Nature lovers have opened a 

new outdoor spot for walking in 

Salisbury. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Team player
A leader of VUHS basketball 

teams is now using his skills to 

help college students. See Page 1B. Giving Fridge
A pop-up charitable effort is 

giving away food to those who in 

need. See Page 2A.

Mayor won’t
run in March

city election
Donnelly makes 

tearful statement

Sheriff eyes a major expansion of services

(See Sheriff, Page 13A)

(See Donnelly, Page 13A)

Terrorism experts focus on QAnon

D.C. riots prompt local and federal investigations

Local police on alert after mayhem at Capitol
Vermont sees spike in COVID-19 cases

100 positives at Vergennes church an indication of a Christmas surge

(See Policing, Page 14A)

(See Washington, Page 10A)

ACSD withdrawl 

approved in Ripton, 

but not Weybridge

Six towns must approve next step

(See Voting, Page 14A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Addison County 

Sheriff Peter Newton is seeking community 

support in raising $1.5 million to transform 

his organization into a one-stop shop for 

law enforcement and community services 

ranging from jump-starting stranded cars to 

connecting people with mental health and 

addiction counseling.

He’s calling it the Addison County 

Community Support program. Its primary 

feature calls for two deputies on the road 

throughout the county, around-the-clock, 

seven days per week.

“We will be forging a series of new 

partnerships that will allow us to offer both 

traditional and non-traditional law enforcement 

services,” Newton explains in a brochure he’ll 

soon send out to Addison County households. 

“Our goal is not to ‘reinvent the wheel,’ but 

rather to take the best of programs we have 

seen from around the country and shape them 

to fit the needs of our citizens and address the 

quality-of-life issues that impact so many of 

us daily.”Among the menu of services, according to 

Newton:• An in-house social services, a team that 

can “assist people immediately in finding the 

As you may have read, the 

COVID-19 pandemic situation 

is particularly bad right now 

in California — especially Los 

Angeles. Hospitals are full and 

families crammed into small 

apartments are losing their 

breadwinners. In Santa Ana, 

Latino Health Access (LHA) 

By JOHN FLOWERS

RIPTON — Ripton residents 

on Tuesday voted, 163-107, 

in favor of withdrawing from 

the Addison Central 

School District, while 

Weybridge residents 

opted against doing so 

by a 190-119 margin.

The six other ACSD 

member towns must 

now vote in favor 

of Ripton’s bid to 

leave the district if 

the proposed exodus 

is to proceed to the 

Vermont Board of 

Education. The state 

board would then 

decide whether the 

town could become 

its own independent 

school district.
Both the Ripton and 

Weybridge votes were 

triggered by citizens’ petitions 

seeking to prevent closure of 

their elementary schools. The 

ACSD board is expected to vote 

on a school consolidation plan 

that would reduce the district’s 

complement of elementary 

schools from the current seven, 

to four. As it stands, the Ripton, 

Weybridge and Bridport schools 

are on the chopping block as the 

ACSD looks to reduce expenses 

and streamline operations in the 

midst of declining 

enrollment and the 

resulting loss of state 

funding for district 

education.Ripton 
resident 

Erin Robinson was 

pleased with the vote 

results.“Throughout this 

whole process I felt 

that folks on both 

sides of the fence were 

respectful, thoughtful 

and 
engaged 

in a productive 

manner,” she told 

the Independent on 

Wednesday. “We’re 
all 

neighbors, friends, 

coworkers each fighting for 

what we believe is right in 

a truly democratic way. You 

can’t ask for anything better. I 

personally am feeling overjoyed 

and ignited with new energy 

for the work ahead of us. And 

I want to assure people that 

the work will continue to be 

“Throughout 
this whole 

process I felt 
that folks 

on both sides of the 
fence were 

respectful, 
thoughtful 

and engaged in 
a productive 

manner.”— Ripton resident
Erin Robinson

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — The debate 

on whether Mayor Lynn Donnelly 

should be allowed to return to the 

Vergennes City Council in March 

and serve out the final year of her 

two-year term — to which she was 

elected in March 2020 — came to 

an abrupt and emotional end at 

Tuesday’s council meeting.

In tearful remarks that followed 

suggestions that she should instead 

run for office, Donnelly said she 

would forgo what she thought was 

her right to finish her term. 

She added she did not plan to 

run again, and criticized some of 

her council colleagues.

Donnelly, a longtime city real 

estate broker and Vergennes native 

who for decades has been active in 

community service, in March had 

won her fourth full term on the 

council. 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

MIDDLEBURY — As darkness fell on the 

U.S. Capitol last Wednesday, Jan. 6, and a 

hastily imposed curfew went into effect across 

Washington, D.C., Middlebury 

resident David Laferriere-Hall 

posted a message to one of his 

Facebook accounts: “Hey everyone, 

I’m safe.”The former chef-owner of 

Coriander in Middlebury had spent 

part of that afternoon standing on 

the steps of the Capitol, wearing 

the insignia of a far-right militia 

group, while a violent mob of Trump 

supporters who falsely believe 

the 2020 presidential election was 

“stolen” stormed the building in 

an effort to prevent Congress from counting 

Electoral Votes and certifying the election of 

Joe Biden.There is no evidence that Laferriere-Hall 

participated in the mob, entered the Capitol 

building or broke any law. But he did have 

some opinions about what had happened that 

day.

His next Facebook post was a 

video of himself walking through 

the D.C. streets, defending the 

rioters with false statements.

“Obviously you saw all the 

hoopla that the media decided 

to put out there and try to make 

it seem like this was a real 

aggressive protest, and that 

wasn’t the case,” Laferriere-

Hall said. “Even the patriots that 

made it inside of the Capitol or 

made it inside Nancy Pelosi’s 

office were lawful.”

This was not true. Pro-Trump rioters 

had by that time already been filmed 

grappling with law enforcement, 

“To look at 
QAnon is to 

see not just 
a conspiracy 

theory but 
the birth of a new religion.”— Adrienne 

LaFrance

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

VERMONT — In the wake of Tuesday’s 

announcement by Middlebury College that it 

would revoke Rudy Giuliani’s 2005 honorary 

degree, the Middlebury Police Department and 

college public safety officials are on alert and 

“keeping the lines of communication open” 

in case there is a backlash against the campus 

community, said MPD Chief Tom Hanley 

Tuesday afternoon.
Middlebury revoked Giuliani’s degree for 

his role in inciting the violence that occurred 

last Wednesday, Jan. 6, when supporters of 

President Trump and right-wing extremists 

who refuse to accept that Trump lost the 2020 

election stormed the U.S. Capitol in an effort 

to prevent Congress from counting Electoral 

Votes. The Justice Department is investigating 

hundreds of people in connection with the riots 

and suggests that some could face charges of 

sedition and conspiracy.

Much of the country was already on 

heightened alert after the FBI on Monday 

warned about possible armed protests at all 50 

state capitols and the U.S. Capitol, starting this 

weekend.At least one flyer circulating in far-right, pro-

Trump social media circles promoted an “armed 

march on Capitol Hill & all state capitols,” 

but federal and state law enforcement officials 

emphasized on Monday that the intelligence 

environment is rapidly evolving, and that while 

these threats are possible they are not necessarily 

imminent.The Vermont Department of Public Safety 

By JOHN S. McCRIGHT

ADDISON COUNTY  — Along 

with the rest of Vermont, Addison 

County is caught up in a surge of 

COVID-19 cases stemming from an 

increase in a spread of the disease 

related to people getting together 

over the Christmas holidays.

The Vermont Department of 

Health reported double-digit daily 

increases in the number of Addison 

County cases over the last two 

weeks, with 218 new cases here 

since Dec. 30 — nearly half of the 

474 confirmed county cases since 

the pandemic began last March.

Statewide the numbers were 

equally alarming, with 118 new 

cases on Wednesday alone, and 

more than 9,000 since mid-March.

“To put the recent case growth in 

perspective, imagine that over the 

last five days we have seen more 

cases in Vermont than we saw from 

March through September,” said 

Michael Pieciak, the commissioner 

of the Department of Financial 

Regulation, at Gov. Phil Scott’s 

weekly press conference on 

Tuesday.Pieciak, whose agency runs the 

models that forecast growth of the 

disease caused by the coronavirus, 

predicted that COVID-19 cases 

could continue to surge into 

February, with some days seeing 

more than 300 new cases statewide.

Vermont Health Commissioner 

Dr. Mark Levine called it the 

“Christmas effect.” After he singled 

out Victory Baptist Church in 

Vergennes last Friday as the source 

of 80 recent COVID-19 cases 

linked to Christmas services, on 

Tuesday he said the number was 

approaching 100 cases.

The Rev. Tim Taylor, pastor at 

Victory Baptist Church on Route 

7, and others at the church were 

somewhat surprised by the outbreak 

in their community. Taylor said his 

parishioners were following federal 

safety guidelines during the spread 

of the disease that apparently 

occurred at Christmas services. 

“Our congregations want to 

do live services, so we follow 

CDC guidelines,” Taylor told the 

(See COVID-19 cases, Page 9A)

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH in Vergennes has seen around 100 COVID-19 cases since Christmas, 

according to the Vermont Department of Health. Members of the church said they were following state 

and federal guidelines for in-person services and still spread the coronavirus. 
Independent photo/Steve James

RIPTON RESIDENT ANZA Armstrong and scores of other 

Ripton residents were asked if their town should withdraw from 

the Addison Central School District on Tuesday. The referendum 

passed, 163-107. 

Independent photo/Steve James
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Shedding weight
A New Haven woman tells us why 

gastric bypass is about more than just 

surgery. See Health & Well-Being.

By the way

Draft queen
A former VUHS soccer star used 

study and enthusiasm to get to an 

e-commerce job. See Page 1B. Post-pandemic
In a series of movies, Vt. writers & 

filmmakers speculate on life after 

COVID-19. See Arts + Leisure.

Chocolate shop owner has sweet start

City confectioner ups marketing game

ACORN, college kids 

team up for new app

$300k giftto benefitstrugglingrestaurants

(See Food app, Page 12A)

(See Gift, Page 12A)

(See Daily Chocolate, Page 15A)

Shelter is geared up for COVID-19

New state requirements 

allow for fewer guests

Bristol school district seeks 

$31.7 million for next year

(See Shelter, Page 14A)

(See MAUSD, Page 11A)

(See Students, Page 15A)

College welcomes the

repeal of Muslim ban

Trump order had affected several students

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Charter House 

Coalition’s (CHC) warming shelter at 27 North 

Pleasant St. is pushing through this nasty winter 

stretch with a new leader, added professional 

staff and a dedicated corps of volunteers who are 

ensuring homeless folks from all walks of life 

are kept warm and well fed during the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic.

Recently hired Executive Director Heidi Lacey 

on Feb. 1 provided this 

reporter with a masked, 

socially distanced tour of 

the remodeled shelter space, 

currently hosting 17 guests.

Prior to COVID, the 

shelter had been equipped 

to accommodate up to 40 

persons (including families). 

But the facility must now 

conform to pandemic-

related rules from Vermont 

Department of Health that 

have temporarily lowered 

capacity to 23 individuals. 

All guests have their own 

partitioned spaces. Yes, 

multiple guests can be situated in one room, but the 

partitioned slumber areas are each topped with a 

ceiling ventilation system that sucks used air out 

of the building to reduce the chance of disease 

transmission.“Given all the circumstances, things are going 

very well,” said Lacey, who mixes compassion 

with an unwavering allegiance to the shelter’s 

COVID marching orders.

“We are not seeing the level of distress that other 

counties are seeing.”
Indeed, the Middlebury shelter has remained 

“The mental 
illness we see is 

phenomenal. 
We’re also 

seeing an 
increase in 

addiction; 
relapses from 

sobriety are 
substantial.”
— Heidi Lacey

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — Midwinter 

during a pandemic might not 

seem like the best time to take 

over a retail business.

But for several reasons 

chocolate stores can be an 

exception, especially when the 

new owner has both experience 

and a plan to spark sales.

At least that’s the tale Dawn 

Wagner tells about Vergennes 

shop Daily Chocolate on Green 

Street. 

Wagner agreed to take over 

from former owner Jen Roberts 

almost two years ago. It was a 

friendly and loosely structured 

arrangement that became final in 

December, and Roberts worked 

and consulted with Wagner 

throughout the month during what 

proved to be a holiday boom.

Wagner said she’d come to the 

shop in the morning and see her 

new cash register — a lynchpin 

of her new online ordering system 

— had printed out a stream of 

order slips reaching the floor. 

“I had five people in here 

basically full-time all of 

December,” Wagner said. “We 

were cranking.”
Order slips one day last week 

came from Texas, California and 

Michigan.Wagner is a 1995 Vergennes 

Union High School graduate who 

first started her confection career 

with Lake Champlain Chocolates 

as a University of Vermont 

undergraduate. 
She 

began 

working for Roberts after she and 

husband Jeremy Holm moved 

back to Vergennes in 2015, and 

her responsibilities gradually 

increased.“I was here more frequently in 

the past year-and-a-half, and by 

that point Jen and I had become 

fast friends,” Wagner said.

There were connections 

between the two. In high 

school Eben Markowski was 

one of Wagner’s best friends, 

and Markowski’s sister-in-law 

Fleury Mahoney founded Daily 

Chocolate in 2008. Roberts is 

married to Eben’s brother Judd.

NEW DAILY CHOCOLATE owner Dawn Wagner, a longtime professional stage manager, said running a chocolate shop has long been 

a goal. She hasn’t changed the essence of the Vergennes shop’s products, but a new approach to marketing and ordering has helped 

her takeover get off to a fast start.

Independent photo/Andy Kirkaldy

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

MIDDLEBURY — On his 

first day in office, Jan. 20, 2021, 

President Joe Biden signed 

a “Proclamation on Ending 

Discriminatory Bans on Entry to 

the United States,” which revoked 

former President Trump’s “Muslim 

ban.”
“The previous administration 

enacted a number of Executive 

Orders 
and 

Presidential 

Proclamations that prevented 

certain individuals from entering 

the United States — first from 

primarily Muslim countries, 

and later, from largely African 

countries,” Biden wrote. “Those 

actions are a stain on our national 

conscience and are inconsistent 

with our long history of welcoming 

people of all faiths and no faith at 

all.”
A couple of miles east of the 

White House, in the Capitol Hill 

neighborhood of Washington, 

D.C., 
Middlebury 

College 

junior and Iranian national Leili 

Mashhadi Manafi was living in a 

short-term apartment with some of 

MIDDLEBURY 
COLLEGE 

JUNIOR Leili Mashhadi Manafi 

has not seen her parents in her 

native Iran since 2019 because 

she feared Trump immigration 

officials wouldn’t let her return to 

the United States. She welcomed 

President Biden’s repeal of the 

Muslim travel ban.
her classmates.
“My first reaction was, 

‘My parents can come to my 

graduation,’” Manafi told the 

By JOHN FLOWERS

Found pennies come from heaven

That’s what my grandpa told me. 

He said Angels tossed them down

Oh, how I loved that story!

So goes the Charles Mashburn 

poem, a cute ode to found money.

The Congregational Church 

of Middlebury is living its own 

version of the poem, and it speaks 

to a much larger sum — $300,000 

— recently donated by a distant 

angel dedicated to easing the 

financial burdens of Middlebury-

area restaurants and farms hurt by 

the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

The angel in this case wishes to 

remain anonymous. Church Senior 

Pastor Andy Nagy-Benson simply 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

MIDDLEBURY — When the 

Addison County Relocalization 

Network (ACORN) reached out 

to Middlebury College students 

last spring, seeking help with 

developing an app that would keep 

the community connected to local 

farmers and food producers, rising 

senior Ben Yamron and some of his 

friends answered the call.

“We gathered a group of 

passionate students who worked 

through the summer, fall, and 

winter to make (the app) a reality,” 

Yamron told the Independent

in an email. “I think the project 

was special because it was both 

an opportunity to develop skills 

Staff at the Ilsley Library can 

help local folks get through the 

digital quagmire of COVID-19 

vaccine registration. Though 

more than half of the now 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — On Town Meeting 

Day, March 2, voters in the 

Mount Abraham Unified School 

District will be asked to approve 

$31,753,310 in K-12 educational 

spending for fiscal year 2022, 

which begins July 1.
The budget reflects a total 

spending increase of $354,128, or 

1.13%, over the current year, and 

a 0.18% increase in spending per 

equalized pupil, which, comes in at 

$18,573.The MAUSD board approved 

the budget proposal last week.

At the same time 5-Town 

voters are asked to approve the 

budget, they’ll also be asked to 

endorse allocation of the district’s 

unaudited 2020 fund balance of 

$966,229.A large portion of that balance, 

A KITCHEN CREW cooks up meals that will be boxed and served to residents 

of the Charter House Coalition’s warming shelter, as well as homeless individuals 

staying at Middlebury-area motels. The kitchen crew includes some of the shelter’s 

residents.

Photo courtesy of Jane Steele

Shedding weight
A New Haven woman tells us why 

gastric bypass is about more than

surgery. See Health & Well-Being.
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MAUSD considers a
4.7% spending hike

ANWSD likely to 
move program
out of Addison

(See ANWSD, Page 8A)

(See MAUSD, Page 9A)

From back to the land, to back to work…
Merle & Kathryn Schloff built 
groovy lifestyle and business

(See Schloff, Page 9A)

Omicron surge prompts
county to hunker down
Masks & online meetings abound

Will town
meetings
be held
in person?

New Haven train 
depot move set 
to begin Jan. 12

(See Train depot, Page 8A)

(See Town meetings, Page 1A)

(See Omicron, Page 3A)
(See City police, Page 8A)

Vergennes citizen police oversight backed
Panel report favors 
new city committee

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The annual 

March town meeting in Vermont.
It’s perhaps the purest form of 

grassroots democracy the nation has 
to offer, and it’s been an institution 
in the Green Mountain State for 
more than two-and-a-half centuries.

It’s a yearly forum in which native 
farmers and white-collar transplants 
have rubbed shoulders for at least 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
NEW HAVEN — The historic 

train depot located at the junction 
of Routes 7 and 17 in New Haven 
will begin the first leg of its journey 
to a new home on North Street this 
coming week.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON — Addison 

Northwest School District 
Superintendent Sheila Soule 
recommended in December that 
the district board move the Addison 
Wayfinder Experience special 
education program out of Addison 
Central School and into Vergennes 
Union High School.

Meanwhile, the district appears 
to have no clear alternative use 
for Addison’s former elementary 
school. 

School board members have 
started talking about how quickly 
they might have to offer the ACS 
building back to the town under 
the terms specified by the ANWSD 
Articles of Unification, assuming 
no other use is found.

ANWSD shifted Addison’s 
elementary school students to 
Vergennes Union Elementary 
School in the fall of 2020 and 
established the Addison Wayfinder 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Should 

Vergennes form a community panel 
to help city officials oversee and 
work with the police department? 

For the second time in 17 months 
the local committee charged with 

studying the question said “yes.”
The Citizen Review Board 

Exploratory Committee, or CRBEC, 
made its recommendation on Dec. 
15 in a 76-page report sent to the city 
council and Manager Ron Redmond. 

The committee, which the council 
re-formed in late 2020 after the 
first committee was hit by mass 
resignations, spent about a year 
researching and writing the report. 

The initial CRBEC wrote a one-
page report in August 2020 that 
stated simply, “As a Committee, 
we agree that some form of citizen 
review/advisory body will be 
beneficial to the City of Vergennes.” 
The brief summary asked for more 
time for a complete study.

The council granted the time to 
the reconfigured committee, and 
it produced a study that includes a 

history of policing in the nation and 
Vermont, a description of the state’s 
at-times racist past and present, and 
the difficult position in which the 
report states those factors put police 
departments.

See the full report online at tinyurl.
com/2p9anz7p. 

Its conclusions included: 
“It is our expectation, though, that 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — The Mount 

Abraham Unified School District 
board has given a provisional thumbs 
up to the direction Superintendent 
Patrick Reen has taken in building 
the 2022-23 budget, a draft of which 
proposes $28,612,087 in education 
spending, a 4.7% increase over the 

current year.
The plan includes $500,000 for 

hiring new staff to support student 
needs.

“Based on the suggestions from 
principals and staff about the need 
for more support I think we should 
add at least five positions in the 

Vermont’s judiciary system is 
in dire need of volunteers to serve 
as Guardians ad Litem (GALs). 
GALs are volunteer, court-
appointed special advocates who 
protect children’s best interests in 
juvenile court cases, which usually 

MERLE AND KATHRYN Schloff arrived in Vermont during the early 1970s as 
“back-to-the-landers,” and eventually built successful woodworking and retail 
furniture businesses in Salisbury. They’re retiring this year, both at age 71.

Independent photo/Steve James

“You had 
on one side 
the ‘fun, 
whole-foods 
eating, 
peace 
and love’ 
hippies, but 
on the other 
end of the 
spectrum, 
you had 
the ‘sex, 
drugs and 
rock ’n’ roll’ 
hippies.”

— Merle 
Schloff

By INDEPENDENT STAFF
ADDISON COUNTY — The 

highly contagious omicron strain 
of COVID-19 has spread rapidly 
throughout the region, leading to 
record-breaking spikes and new 

cases in Vermont and around the 
country. Local institutions and 
businesses have begun to adjust 
their policies, schedules and 
programming to protect public 

Happy New Year!
THE FIREWORKS LAUNCHED at the Middlebury town rec park on New Year’s Eve appear to be coming from the heart of the Middlebury College campus in this photo 

taken from James Road in Weybridge this past Friday evening. The advanced planning that excellent local photographer Jason Duquette-Hoffman did to make this image 
paid off with an eerie yet exciting shot. Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

By JOHN FLOWERS
SALISBURY — What a long, strange trip it’s 

been.
And it’s not over for erstwhile back-to-the-landers 

Merle and Kathryn Schloff of Salisbury. After 
more than three decades of building a successful 
woodworking business and store from scratch, the 
couple is ready to rediscover in retirement the sense 
of wanderlust that brought them to Vermont in the 
early 1970s.

Their backyard mill has stopped cranking out a 
steady supply of quality wooden beds, nightstands, 
chairs and other furniture. They’ve parted ways with 
their store, The Vermont Home 
at 1193 Route 7 in Salisbury, 
which will begin a new chapter 
as “Interior Home Solutions” 
under new owner (and longtime 
employee) Jayne Fjeld.

A long, fruitful run, with no 
regrets.

“Our hopes worked out,” 
Merle said during a recent 
interview. “This business is 
a successful validation of the 
back-to-the-land movement. 
It’s one of the many businesses 
that worked out and made it. 
We got to be in the furniture 
industry, but there were many 
homebuilders, cabinetmakers, 
restaurateurs and farmers. 
We’re one of the successful 
examples.”

Schloff originally hails from 
Minnesota, where ice hockey 
is king — unless your name is 
Merle Schloff. He was all about football, and made 
a name for himself as a defensive lineman on his 
high school team. At 6 feet, 4 inches tall reinforced 
by better than 225 pounds of mostly muscle, 
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Fresh, Local, Micro-Roasted Coffee

Bud’sBeans

Whole Beans and/or Brewed Cups Available at:  
Middlebury Natural Foods Co-op, Shafer’s, VT Food Collaborative, 

Middlebury Bagel & Deli, Otter Creek Bakery, VT Marketplace

63 Maple St | Middlebury, VT 05753
Thank you for supporting local businesses!

802-989-4675
budsbeanscoffee@gmail.com

BudsBeansCoffee.com

By JOHN FLOWERS
RIPTON — Dissatisfi ed with 

the pace and effectiveness of talks 
toward a possible compromise 
with the Addison Central School 
District, the Ripton School Board 
is exploring a public education 
union with the town of Lincoln.

Ripton residents a year ago 
voted to withdraw from the ACSD, 
a move largely aimed at protecting 
their small elementary school 
from possibly being closed at a 
time when the district is seeing 
declining enrollment and surging 
costs. Residents in the other 
ACSD member towns of Bridport, 
Cornwall, Middlebury, Salisbury, 
Shoreham and Weybridge 
subsequently affi rmed Ripton’s 
vote.

But the Vermont 
State Board of 
Education (VSBE) 
has yet to sign off on 
Ripton’s exit, as the 
town has yet to pair 
up with a supervisory 
union to receive 
the central offi ce, 
special education and 
transportation services 
it needs to fulfi ll its 
goal of becoming an 
independent school 
district.

Ripton has been 
unable to fi nd a 
supervisory union 
suitor, and VSBE 
offi cials have said 
they’re unwilling to 
force a pairing because they don’t 
want to foist more responsibilities 
on supervisory unions, which 
are still getting used to school 
governance consolidation. Instead, 
the VSBE has asked Ripton and the 
ACSD to engage in talks that could 
result in the small town ending its 
independence bid.

But those talks have not been 
fruitful, at least from Ripton’s 
perspective. The board last 
month balked at Ripton’s request 
for amendments to the ACSD’s 
charter that would give member 
communities more power in 
electing their board representatives 

and a fi nal say on whether their 
elementary schools should close.

The VSBE is slated to revisit 
Ripton’s independence bid on 
Wednesday, Jan. 19. It’s possible 
the board at that time could 
offi cially designate Ripton as 
its own school district, which 
would leave the community still 
searching for the special education, 
transportation and other services it 
likely couldn’t afford to provide on 
its own.

Ripton School directors are now 
asking the VSBE to take the town 
off its Jan. 19 meeting agenda to 
give it more time to work on two 
separate fronts to decide its public 
education future.

First, Ripton offi cials want to see 
if further talks with 
ACSD can bear fruit.

“Despite our 
efforts, ACSD has 
not reciprocated our 
effort to engage in 
solution-orientated 
discussions,” the 
Ripton School Board 
stated in a Jan. 3 letter 
to VSBE Chair Oliver 
Olsen. “We believe 
only a clear mandate 
by the VSBE for 
Ripton and ACSD to 
actively negotiate will 
bring both parties to 
the table. A working 
group mandated to 
examine the specifi c 
issues that led us to 
this point and create 

proposed changes would be 
benefi cial for all.”

Ripton’s second reason for 
seeking more time is related to a 
study of whether the town could 
create a school union with Lincoln, 
which is seeking to separate from 
the Mount Abraham Unifi ed 
School District. Like Ripton, 
Lincoln is concerned about the 
future of its local school, which the 
MAUSD has tabbed for possible 
repurposing.

“The lack of forward momentum 
with the ACSD has led us to 
explore alternative ways of 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Members 

of the Stocker family believe 
they have what it takes to make 
a success of the long-running 
market and deli at 54 College St. 
in Middlebury.

Susan Stocker and her 
son Fred are banking on a 
traditional, stick-to-your-ribs 
menu — headlined by steak 
& cheese subs and pizza — to 
attract a loyal clientele to what 
they’re calling “Ales Family 
Restaurant.” It replaces Shafer’s 
Market & Deli, which recently 
concluded a four-year run under 
the stewardship of Adam Shafer 
and Jennifer Stocker — who 
happens to be Susan’s daughter.

Neither Susan nor Fred has 
culinary training, but they 
believe they’re amply qualifi ed 
to serve up the kind of eats that 
can gain a good following.

“I’ve raised fi ve kids,” Susan 
said with a smile, explaining 
how she knows her way around 
a stove, oven and any other 
cooking device you’d care to 
throw her way.

And she also knows her 
way around the College Street 
space; she served as manager 
for Shafer’s prior to taking the 
keys from the previous owners. 
Adam Shafer and Jennifer 
Stocker had high hopes for their 
business when they launched 
it in 2017. But they and just 
about every other business 
owner couldn’t have imagined 
the impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Businesses suddenly 
saw their receipts decline amid 
quarantines and supply-chain 
interruptions. The economic 
comeback has been hampered 
by a workforce shortage, and 
Shafer’s was not immune.

But Susan Stocker is 
optimistic she and her son can 
write a new chapter for the small 
family enterprise.

“I know the potential that this 
place has, I know what it used 
to do, and my goal is to bring it 

back,” she said.
Both mom and son acknowledged 

they dashed — rather than walked 
— into their new venture.

“Were we thinking about 
doing this six months ago? No, 
we weren’t,” Susan said. “The 
opportunity arose, and we took it.”

A name like “Ales” conjures 
images of multiple beers on tap.

Not here.
While Ales has applied for (and 

been awarded) a beer/wine license, 
its moniker is about man’s other 
best friend: Dogs. Each of the four 
letters in “Ales” represents the fi rst 
letter of the name of one of the 
family’s dogs, plus the family’s 
last name. There’s Athena, Legend, 
Echo and Stocker.

“We couldn’t fi gure out what to 
name it, then we got to talking … 
and said, ‘Hey, let’s name it after 
the dogs,” Susan said.

The Stockers also have a special 
affection for military and public 
safety personnel. Susan’s oldest 
son just retired from 20 years of 
U.S. Army service. She said two of 
her grandsons are joining the U.S. 
Marines. Fire, rescue, police and 
military all get a discount on their 
Ales purchases, according to the 
owners.

Customers are invited to post 
photos of active or veteran military 
family members on a portion of the 
restaurant wall that will be painted 
in camoufl age colors.

Susan and Fred have clearly 
defi ned their roles in the kitchen: 
He’s in charge of the wood-fi re-
oven pizza, while she presides over 

pretty much all the other menu 
items.

Fred concedes he’s new to the 
pizza game; his past work stints 
have been in the farming and 
trucking realms. But he knows 
what he likes to eat, and has 
researched and experimented 
with pizza toppings and other 
ingredients. All of Ales’s pizza 
dough and sauces are homemade.

“It’s way better than driving a 
truck,” Fred chuckled about his 
new job.

Pizzas come in 12-inch and 
18-inch sizes. Along with the 
standard cheese and pepperoni, 
customers can order Margarita, 
buffalo chicken, BBQ chicken, 
veggie and meat lovers varieties.

The menu includes three steak 
sandwich variations: The classic 
Philly, the “spicy Bulgogi” that 
includes Kimchi and Bulgogi 
sauce, and a version that includes 
cheese and vegetables.

Rather than expand the menu 
with multiple burger variations, 
Ales invites customers to build 
their own. Order a single or two-
patty burger and choose from a 
list of extras that include bacon, 
veggies, avocado and/or cheese. 
Gluten-free rolls and falafel 
burgers are available as well.

The same principle applies to 
deli sandwiches — pick your 
meats, cheese, veggies, bread and 
condiments.

Ales’s menu also incudes 
chicken sandwiches, BLTs, 
buffalo chicken wraps, homemade 
macaroni and cheese, salads, 

soups, and appetizers like fries, 
onion rings, popcorn chicken and 
mozzarella sticks.

Ales offers breakfast, too, with 
wraps, breakfast sandwiches and 
a “fl at-top favorites” menu that 
includes eggs, ham, bacon, home 
fries, toast, pancakes, omelets 
(build your own) and bagels.

And rest assured — Ales is 
keeping the creemee machine that 
has been extruding happiness in 
a cone under pretty much every 
occupant of 54 College St. going 
back 25 years. While soft-serve 
will continue, you’ll notice less 
emphasis on the “market” side 
of the business. The Stockers 
explained they want to stress the 
restaurant and its seating. Still, 
Ales will keep a selection of 
candy, chips, drinks and a few 
other items.

Ales currently has four full-time 
workers, two part-timers and two 
high school students on its staff. 
Several employees are members 
of the Stocker family, both young 
and old(er). Susan and Fred said 
they’ll hire more workers as 
business picks up. The restaurant 
is currently open 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Monday through Friday; 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on Saturday; and Sunday 
morning.

“I want us to be part of the 
community, that people know 
we’re community-driven,” Susan 
said of her greater vision for the 
restaurant. “If the community 
needs help, we want to be able to 
help the community.”

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — A proposal at 

Mount Abraham Union Middle/
High School to start each day 
or each week with the National 
Anthem has failed to win approval 
from the school’s Community 
Council.

A petition to make the “The 
Star-Spangled Banner” part of 
the school’s routine had been 
submitted to the Community 
Council in the spring of 2021 by 
Mount Abe U.S. Government 
teacher Al Zaccor and 13 other 
faculty members.

Soon afterward, a counter-

petition was launched in the 
community, urging the council 
to reject the proposal, citing the 
tune’s white supremacist lyrics.

The Mount Abe Community 
Council, which consists of student, 
faculty, community and school 
board representatives, considered 
the issue for a number of months, 
but was not able to make a decision 
before school let out in June.

Last month a student member 
of the council, Hannah Gallivan, 
informed the Mount Abraham 
Unifi ed School District board that 
the council had recently voted 
down the proposal.

Mt. Abe rejects anthem proposal

Ripton, Lincoln eye 
school collaboration
Discussions are still in early stages

(See Ripton, Lincoln, Page 3A)

THE MOM-AND-SON team of Susan and Fred Stocker have taken over the former Shafer’s Market 
& Deli at 54 College St. in Middlebury. They’re calling their new venture Ales Family Restaurant, and 
they’ll emphasize pizza, burgers, subs and creemees.

Independent photo/John Flowers

New eatery 
debuts in 
College St. 
location
‘Ales’ offers subs, 
burgers and pizza

More details sought on snowmobile route

Local treasurer on medical leave

(See Starksboro trails, Page 3A)

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
STARKSBORO — 

Snowmobilers hoping to ride 
on Ireland and Conway roads 
as part of a proposed connector 

trail between the Lewis Creek 
Wildlife Management Area and the 
Jerusalem Corners Store did not 
receive the permission they were 
hoping for on Tuesday night.

The Starksboro selectboard, 
after meeting for 45 minutes in 
executive session to hear legal 
advice, announced it will hold a 
hearing on the matter sometime in 
the future — after it has received 
a written request for snowmobilers 
to use the roads.

“In order for us to consider what 
we think is being asked by the 
snowmobile club, we would need 
a formal written proposal, and 
that proposal would need to detail 
certain things about where the trail 
would exactly enter, where the trail 
would exactly exit, and expected 
travel on the trail,” said selectboard 
member John Painter after the 
executive session.

Snowmobiling signs began 
appearing along a 1.5-mile stretch 
of Ireland and Conway roads early 
last month, before permission had 
been granted or even sought from 
the selectboard, which is the only 
entity with the legal authority to 
grant an exception to state laws 
prohibiting snowmobile use on 
plowed roads.

A Bristol resident and member 
of the Mt. Abe Snow Sports/
Snowmobiling Club called 
selectboard chair Koran Cousino on 
Dec. 12 to request that permission, 
but at least 25 residents of the 
neighborhood have signed a written 
statement opposing that request.

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
Town Treasurer Jackie Sullivan 
is on leave from her duties as a 
result of a recent medical event. 

Town Manager Kathleen 
Ramsay said “existing 
administrative and accounting 

staff, working with an IT/
accounting consultant, are 
covering her duties and working 
to develop sustainable short- and 
mid-term staffi ng arrangements.”

No timetable has been set for 
Sullivan’s return, at this point.

Ripton’s second 
reason for 
seeking more 
time is related 
to a study of 
whether the 
town could 
create a school 
union with 
Lincoln, which 
is seeking to 
separate from 
the Mount 
Abraham 
Unifi ed School 
District.
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achieving an effective, effi cient 
education system,” reads Ripton’s 
letter to the VSBE, signed by board 
member Molly Witters. “This 
initiative has led to the beginning 
stages of evaluating the viability 
of partnering with Lincoln to meet 
our respective educational and 
administrative needs. In the past 
month, these conversations have 
taken signifi cant steps forward. 
With the assistance of professional 
expertise and innovative 
approaches, we are working 
to build models that test and 
examine how a Ripton and Lincoln 
partnership would succeed.”

Witters closes the letter listing 
four Ripton goals:

• Pursue all actionable steps to 

bridge the divide between ACSD 
and Ripton.

• Await a four-town vote 
from MAUSD to determine if 
a partnership with Lincoln is 
possible.

• Construct a thorough, vetted 
plan for a Ripton and Lincoln 
shared supervisory union.

• Allow Ripton to hold town 
meetings to determine whether the 
community approves the options 
presented.

Witters, in an email to the 
Independent, noted Ripton has a lot 
of work to do in a relatively short 
time window.

“The groundwork is still early 
in the process of being laid and 
very exploratory,” she said. “We 
have not abandoned other options, 

but it is in the best interest of our 
town and its children to look very 
closely at this exciting (Lincoln) 
possibility.”

One of the big questions that 
needs to be answered, according 
to Witters: “Is there a functional 
and practical model in which 
two small towns can identify 
and implement the resources to 
support some form of a central 
offi ce? We hope to act quickly, 
with the help of professionals 
in the industry, to build out the 
models with concrete numbers 
and staffi ng arrangements so we 
can bring this possibility to our 
communities for discussion by 
Town Meeting Day.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Ripton, Lincoln 
(Continued from Page 2A)

The selectboard heard testimony 
on the issue Dec. 21, and then 
tabled the request until Jan. 4.

In addition to providing the 
 route and other details, the 
required written proposal to ride 
snowmobiles on Ireland and 
Conway roads must also show that 
all other route possibilities have 
been exhausted and demonstrate 
an effort to “connect and 
collaborate” with the residents 
along the proposed route, Painter 
said.

The selectboard offered to 
follow up with a member of the 
snowmobiling community to 

explain what the proposal would 
require.

After it has received a formal 
written proposal from the 
snowmobiling community, the 
selectboard will post it on the 
town website, starksborovt.org, 
for public review, Cousino said 
Tuesday night. The selectboard will 
also post all of the correspondence 
it has received to date on the matter 
and any further written testimony it 
receives.

There will be no restrictions on 
who can submit written evidence 
or testimony beforehand, or who 
will be allowed to speak at the 
hearing, but the selectboard will 

vet what it receives, she added.
The public hearing will be 

warned at least 10 days in 
advance. 

Deliberations will take place 
in public, but the selectboard has 
decided to issue its decision in 
writing, so it’s unlikely a decision 
will be made the evening of the 
hearing, Painter and Cousino said.

After the selectboard had moved 
on to other business Tuesday 
night, the Mt. Abe Snow Sports/
Snowmobiling Club announced 
in a Facebook post that “club 
members and supporters will 
work to get the request submitted 
ASAP.”

Starksboro trails
(Continued from Page 2A)

Thanks to a generous, caring community, last year HOPE was 
able to provide assistance, comfort, and cheer to many of our 

neighbors who desperately needed it. Here are some highlights. 
Food for tens of thousands of meals was distributed – via delivery 

for our most vulnerable people, and those who could come in 
were able to shop the food shelf. Our farm partnerships grew 
stronger, and more fresh, healthy, locally grown produce was 

gathered and distributed at HOPE and at many other charitable 
food sites around the region. People remained safe and warm, 
and their medical needs were met. Others received assistance 

that helped them get back to work. Many of those experiencing 
homelessness were able to move into apartments. Teens learned 
to make a meal. Elderly people needing emergency home repairs 

were able to stay safely in their homes. 795 people enjoyed
a festive holiday meal. Nearly 500 children awoke on

Christmas morning to find new toys, games, and books.
Children in food insecure households had something
to eat during school vacations. 220 people received

free clothing and household necessities from our resale
store. And much more. This would not have been

possible if not for our supporters.

 

To all of the wonderful volunteers who worked packing
meal boxes, delivering food, assisting in the holiday shop,

helping in our warehouse, did farm pickups, gleaned 
vegetables, and more; to all the businesses, schools, 

organizations and individuals who donated food, toys, clothing, 
and funds; to everyone who helped in any way, large or small, 

all of us at HOPE send grateful thanks
and warm wishes for a safe, happy 2022.

Thank You
Thanks to a generous, caring community, last year HOPE was 

Thank YouThank You

282 Boardman St., Middlebury • 802-388-3608
www.hope-vt.org

health.
The Vermont Department of 

Health (DOH) confi rmed the fi rst 
case of the omicron variant in 
Vermont on Dec. 18. Less than 
three weeks later, it accounts for 
more than three-quarters of all new 
cases in New England, according 
to the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control.

Porter Medical Center, in the 
forefront of work against the virus, 
this week updated its visitor policy 
to limit the number of support 
persons who may accompany 
patients — it is now one support 
person in the emergency 
department, and two in the inpatient 
unit, birthing center and surgery 
center. All visitors will be screened 
and must be free of COVID-19 
symptoms before entry. Porter 
also changed its COVID testing 
offerings to appointment-only. For 
details, visit portermedical.org.

The following is a partial 
list of updates from other local 
organizations and businesses:

• The Burnham Music Series in 
Lincoln has canceled for the rest of 
its season (see a story in our Arts + 
Leisure section).

• HOPE (Helping Overcome 
Poverty’s Effects), which has a 
resale shop and food shelf in its 
Middlebury headquarters, has 
closed its building to the public and 
has resumed curbside-only service.

• Middlebury’s Ilsley Public 
Library will now require masks 
indoors. “I know we had all hoped 
we were past this stage of the 
pandemic, but this winter we need 
to take extra precaution to prioritize 
the safety of the community,” Ilsley 
Director Dana Hart said. Seeking 
an outdoor mask-free experience? 
Ilsley has once again received two 
donated Snow Bowl ski passes 
from Middlebury College, which 
patrons can reserve by calling 802-
388-4095 or by visiting the library.

• The Henry Sheldon 
Museum of Vermont History in 
Middlebury closed for the season 
on Dec. 30. Be sure to check out 

VACCINES
• Public health offi cials urge all eligible persons ages 5 and 

up to get vaccinated. Visit healthvermont.gov/covid-19/vaccine 
for more information. Visit healthvermont.gov/covid-19/vaccine/
vaccines-children or call 855-722-7878 to make appointments for 
school-based and state-run vaccine clinics for children.

• The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) this week 
approved booster vaccine shots for children ages 12-15 but they 
await fi nal approval by the Centers for Disease Control. In the 
meantime Gov. Phil Scott has directed the Vermont Agency of 
Human Services to update the state’s vaccine registration system to 
be ready when fi nal approval comes.

• The FDA has shortened the waiting time between the primary 
series of the Pfi zer vaccine and the third shot (booster) — from six 
months to fi ve.

• The FDA has also authorized a third primary-series dose for 
immunocompromised children 5-11 years old.

Omicron
(Continued from Page 1A)

henrysheldonmuseum.org for 
updates and virtual exhibits and 
lectures.

• Town Hall Theater in 
Middlebury, which has been 
requiring patrons to be vaccinated 
and to wear masks continually 
while indoors, has now invested 
in temporary staff to help support 
those objectives. THT continues to 
offer live events, as well as outdoor 
and online performances, but may 
pivot toward increasing streaming 
opportunities if case rates keep 
climbing.

• The Performing Arts Series 
at Middlebury College’s Mahaney 
Art Center will now broadcast 
all three of its January concerts 
online. Ticket prices have been 
reduced for the two concerts that 
had previously been scheduled 
in-person, and the third, which was 
originally scheduled for online, will 
remain free. For more information, 
visit middlebury.edu/college/arts/
box-offi ce.

• The Middlebury La Leche 
League group has shifted to a 
Zoom format.

• Visitors to the Monkton 
Town Offi ce must fi rst make an 
appointment, effective Dec. 27 and 
until further notice.

• Storytime at the Bixby 
Memorial Free Library in 

Vergennes will now be held outside 
on Wednesdays from 10:30 to 
11 a.m. The program, which is 
designed for preschool-age children 
and their caregivers but welcomes 
kids of all ages, will meet in front 
of the library for stories, songs and 
crafts.
LATEST STATS

Addison County recorded 20 new 
cases of COVID-19 on Wednesday, 
Jan. 5, according to the DOH.

The county has now recorded 
2,737 cases since the pandemic 
began in March 2020, with 354 of 
those, or 13%, coming in the last 
two weeks.

Vermont recorded nearly 10,000 
new cases during the same 14 days 
and four times set new records for 
daily case counts.

As of Jan. 5, the DOH had 
recorded 69,762 positive 
COVID-19 tests in Vermont since 
the beginning of the pandemic, and 
482 Vermonters have died from 
the disease. On Wednesday, the 
state was reporting 82 hospitalized 
COVID patients, 15 of whom were 
in intensive care.

The UVM Medical Center 
earlier in the fall discontinued 
elective surgeries until further 
notice in order to  keep up with 
rising numbers of COVID patients.

ROCHESTER — Firefi ghters 
from Granville and Hancock 
were called to fi ght a major blaze 
that claimed a Rochester home 
just before New Year’s.

Rochester fi refi ghters called 
for help after they arrived at 233 
Bindrum Lane in Rochester and 
found the single-family log home 
fully involved with fi re at around 
3:30 on Dec. 30.

First responders from Hancock 
and Granville joined in to battle 
the fl ames and fought the blaze 
for several hours. They were 
unable to save the structure.  As 

part of the fi re chief’s assessment 
of the fi re scene he contacted the 
Department of Public Safety Fire 
and Explosion Investigation Unit 
(FEIU) for assistance in fi guring 
out the cause of the fi re. 

Members of the FEIU 
determined that the fi re began 
in the northeast corner of the 
fi rst fl oor and spread rapidly 
throughout the structure; 
the cause of the fi re is under 
investigation. The residence, 
owned by Jeremiah Bindrum, was 
not occupied at the time of the 
fi re, and there were no reported 

injuries. Damage to the residence 
and contents is estimated to be 
more than $450,000. 

Anyone with information 
about this fi re is asked to call the 
Vermont State Police in Royalton 
at 802-234-9933 or the Vermont 
Arson Tip Award Program at 
800-32-ARSON. The Arson Tip 
Award Program is a separate 
entity from the state police, and 
through funding from insurance 
companies offers a reward of up 
to $5,000 for information that 
leads to an arrest in this case.

Granville, Hancock fi refi ghters on the job
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Midd fi reworks 
appreciated

Choosing ‘Yes, please, thank you’

Treasure hunter strikes pay dirt

On Jan. 6, ‘don’t look down’

(See Browdy letter, Page 5A)(See Jessie, Page 5A)

Around
the

bend
By Jessie Raymond

I was one of those kids who started saying “I want 
to do it all by myself” at a very early age. After seven 
decades of trying to do it myself when things got 
rough, I got pretty good at turning down help when it 
was offered. 

Then I took a course on practices for living more 
fully in the Presence of the Divine. It totally shifted my 
thinking and hopefully soon my actions will follow. 
Instead of saying “Oh thanks so 
much for offering to help, but I’m 
fi ne” I’m learning to say “Yes, 
please. Thank you, that would be 
wonderful.” 

As kids we were taught that 
it is more blessed to give than 
to receive, and as a professional 
caregiver, it always felt that it was 
important to take care of other 
people fi rst. Lately, I’m realizing that we can only 
give if someone is willing to receive. Learning to be a 
graceful receiver is just as important as giving.

Another part of the course dealt with intercessory 
prayer. Marcelle Martin, the teacher, noted that some 
people are hesitant to pray for others, because it can 
feel as if we are trying to tell the Divine what to do. 
She pointed out that, in the act of praying, we may feel 
led to do something that will help the other person.

We recently lived through a prolonged and scary 
hospital stay. It was so comforting to hear people’s 
expressions of caring when they would say things 
like: “I’m holding you in my heart, You are both in 

our prayers, I’m sending you Light, If there’s anything 
you need, please let me know.” It’s the kind of thing I 
often say to those who are having a challenging time. 
Yet often my engagement ends when I mail the card or 
hang up the phone. 

Now I’m trying to be more conscious of holding the 
person consistently in my thoughts and prayers at a 
regular time each day. Recently my friend Wendy gave 

me a wonderful lesson that I hope 
will become my regular practice.  
Instead of saying “Let me know if 
there is anything you need.” She 
said “I remember what it is like 
sitting at someone’s bedside, afraid 
to leave. I’m going to be in town at 
11:45 and I’d like to bring food to 
the hospital for you. Would that be 
OK?” When I practiced saying yes 

please, thank you, she offered a few choices of food. 
It was so thoughtful, so specifi c, so careful of making 
sure it would be OK and so delicious.

In this season of gift giving, I’m grateful to the 
lessons about giving, receiving, and being open to the 
practical outcomes of prayer.

Cheryl Mitchell is president of Treleven, a retreat 
and learning program located on her family’s sheep 
farm in Addison County. She does freelance consulting 
on issues related to children, families, social policy 
and farm-to-community work. She can be reached at 
cheryl.w.mitchell@gmail.com.

By Cheryl
Mitchell

Ways of
Seeing

This Christmas, Mark got me the world’s greatest 
gift: a metal detector.

I had wanted one ever since I started watching the 
British archaeology series “Time Team” on YouTube. 
In each episode, a group of archaeologists excavate a 
fi eld or someone’s “back garden,” as they say in the 
UK, and uncover building foundations, pottery, tools 
and even skeletons dating back hundreds, sometimes 
thousands, of years.

One time, a bloke (the UK 
word for “guy”) who was metal 
detecting in a Worcestershire 
fi eld landed on a hoard of Roman 
coins minted in the fourth century 
A.D. The “Time Team” crew 
came to investigate and ended 
up discovering evidence of a 
sprawling Roman villa complete 
with intricate mosaic fl oors 
and a bathhouse. I was fl oored 
(“gobsmacked”).

On Christmas morning, watching me rip the 
wrapping paper off the metal detector like a crazed 
game show contestant, Mark warned me that I was 
unlikely to uncover even one ancient Roman coin in 
our backyard.

Agree to disagree.
I didn’t think I’d get to try the Goldfi nger 4000 

until spring, but the unnervingly mild weather on 
New Year’s Day made the ground diggable for a few 
hours. I grabbed a trowel and got out there.

A caveat: I don’t know anything about metal 

detecting. I’ve just watched a few YouTube videos, 
enough to gather that coins are very popular items to 
dig up. To that end, I’ve been practicing the phrases 
the YouTubers use, namely, “It’s a wheatie!” and “A 
fl ying eagle? No way!”

I know that “wheaties” are wheat pennies, which 
were produced in the fi rst half of the 20th century. 
I have no idea what fl ying eagles are, but the sight 

of them causes metal detectorists 
to lose their minds, so they must 
be good.

For my fi rst foray, I swept 
around the chicken coop. I didn’t 
know what to make of the R2-D2 
noises the metal detector made as I 
hovered the business end over the 
ground. In addition to growling 
and beeping and sometimes 
shrieking with excitement, it 
also fl ashed various numbers 

and modes on its electronic screen. I guessed at its 
responses, interpreting the low, buzzing sounds as 
“Skip this junk” and the Beatles fangirl squeals as 
“Dig here!”

I may need to read the manual.
Our farmstead was established around 1860, not 

quite dating back to classical antiquity. But there 
could be one real treasure on the property. About a 
decade ago, Mark cut his hand at work. When I met 
him at the ER, where he was awaiting stitches, he 
forcibly removed his wedding band before the staff 

In his Dec. 30 letter to the 
editor, Dr. Mayer’s point-by-point 
rebuttal to the town is a fact-based 
plea that eloquently begs the 
Middlebury selectboard to revisit 
its mask recommendation that 
relies on conscientious folks 
continuing to do the safe thing. 
I join him and the others who 
spoke up at the board’s Dec. 28 
meeting in urging the selectboard 
to reconsider a mask mandate for 
public spaces in its jurisdiction.

We are however private citizens 
whose words and actions go only 
so far. On the other hand, we 
voters have vested the selectboard 
with the power to affect anyone 
associated with our town of 
Middlebury, visitors and residents 
alike.

Popularity shouldn’t be the 
issue here, community health is. 
Everything else radiates from 
that core premise. As Dr. Mayer 
implied, a (fl exible) mandate can 
address both public health for 
patients/practitioners as well as 
commercial health for business 
owners.

Compared to a vaccine mandate, 
to put on a mask in public spaces 
is a small ask: C’mon, man! It’s 
harder to tie your shoes.

For those who see this crisis 
through a political/economic lens, 
I ask, “What is a life worth?” 
To me, it seems that you are OK 
with folks getting sick or dying 
if it means not reining in “civil 
liberties.” It’s much the same way 
we can excuse “collateral damage” 
as the price of waging war.

Enacting a mask mandate is a 
fi rst, small step toward mitigating 
this devastating health crisis in 
our community, and a golden 
opportunity for the selectboard 
to do the right thing for posterity. 
It’s what the majority — we who 
elected you — wants.

Tricia Chatary
Middlebury

It was so good to see all the 
folks who turned out for Friday 
night’s New Year’s Eve fi reworks 
in Middlebury. A big thanks to the 
American Legion Post 27 for once 
again underwriting the fi reworks. 
The fi reworks gave an exciting 
farewell to the old year with lots 
of sparkle and booms for the new 
year.

David Clark
Middlebury

Town majority 
wants mask law

Students not 
safe in school

I’m terrifi ed to go to school. 
That’s really nothing new — I’m 
from a generation raised on school 
shooter drills, told that a strap 
on a door would protect us and 
that if all else failed, our books 
could be shields. Expect the 
worst-case scenario; any learning 
environment could be a war zone 
in a matter of seconds. This has 
been my public school experience. 
COVID-19 is a worst-case 
scenario every day that no amount 
of drills could have prepared us 
for.

I’m 17 years old. I have had a 
chronic illness since I was 14. In 
those three-and-a-half years, I’ve 
had more doctor’s appointments 
than most people twice my age. 
Illness is nothing new to me. 
I have known for years what 
everyone has discovered over 
the course of this pandemic: The 
invisible threat of sickness and the 
unknown of developing long-term 
symptoms is terrifying. It makes 
you feel out of control.

Most of my peers, luckily, have 
never known illness like this, 
and it shows. I think about their 
blissful ignorance every day when 
I come home from school and 
start my decontamination routine: 
remove both masks that I’ve 
worn for eight consecutive hours; 
sanitize my phone, my laptop, 
my binders that sat on communal 
desks. Shower to scrub off the 
germs. Clothes in the hamper in 
the back of my closet. Is this all a 
bit extreme? Perhaps.

Every authority fi gure in 
the district says that masking 

Winter workout
A MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE r acer trains Tuesday at Rikert Nordic Center in Ripton. The Nordic 

center is one of the few in the region that was able to make enough snow to stay open in December 
and through the holidays. It has about 2.5 km of trails open for both skating and classic skiing. With 
cold weather and snow forecast Rikert is on pace to open more terrain by this weekend.

Independent photo/Angelo Lynn

It is to be hoped Jan. 6, 2021 will be a date that long resonates in our 
nation’s history. That historians will accurately assess the roots of the 
deadly insurrection on the nation’s Capitol, determine those responsible 
for assembling the crowd and encouraging them to storm Congress in 
what turned out to be a disorganized and haphazard, but violent, attempt 
to deny a peaceful transfer of power.

It is hoped that Americans will understand the event for what it was: 
a misguided reaction by Trump supporters who had been fed lies for the 
previous two months that the election had been stolen from Trump and 
that President Joe Biden was not legitimately elected — despite weeks 
of election challenges and fi ndings to the contrary.

It is hoped that Americans will learn that lies feed on themselves, 
particularly when those in power — in this case those within the 
Republican Party and conservative media — promulgated those lies by 
deliberately feeding misinformation to their followers.

A year later, a House committee investigating the Jan. 6 insurrection 
is fi nally getting to the bottom of the story. We can only hope the report 
will be detailed enough to be irrefutable. 

That’s the optimistic view of an America that hasn’t lost its ability to 
reason.

The pessimistic view is aptly demonstrated in the well-timed movie, 
“Don’t Look Up.” A satire, the movie begins with the accidental 
scientifi c discovery of a distant comet hurtling its way toward Earth 
by a college professor and a graduate student (played by Leonardo 
Dicaprio and Jennifer Lawrence). Being responsible scientists, they 
report their fi nding of the large, planet-killing comet, get their fi ndings 
peer-reviewed, and let proper federal authorities know. Soon they 
are whisked in front of a pro-business, media savvy president (Merle 
Streep), who plays a president more intent on boosting her image and 
gauging every issue by its polling numbers than making decisions based 
on what’s good for the American people. 

At a critical point in the movie, the president and her backers determine 
that the existence of the comet’s imminent collision with Earth is bad 
publicity ahead of the midterms and they begin to deny the science and 
downplay the imminent threat. Hence, the tag-line, “Don’t Look Up,” 
which becomes a campaign theme of a president, and her party, who 
are denying fact and spreading an outright lie (that the comet won’t hit 
the Earth so just don’t look at it getting closer), while also blaming the 
responsible media for spreading “fake news.” 

If that sounds familiar, it’s supposed to. Like all good satire, the theme 
parallels many prevalent issues in today’s politics: the Trump-inspired 
“Stop the Steal” lie that captivated many Republicans and the party 
despite dozens of legal court challenges of election results that proved 
beyond doubt the election results were fair and accurate; the denial of 
climate change in spite of the overwhelming scientifi c evidence; and 
the over-arching willingness of millions of Americans who respond 
favorably to calls of violence — and willful ignorance — as a legitimate 
way to express their political perspective. 

The movie also mocks those media stars who pursue ratings over truth, 
and “news” shows that treat all items with a light, feel-good approach 
and who are more devoted to a candidate than the truth.

The movie’s brilliance is in showing how far some people are willing 
to believe obvious fallacies before they realize the consequence. In the 
movie’s storyline, it’s mankind’s impending doom. In real life, look at 
how far Nazi Germany drifted under Hitler for reasons that resemble 
the white-supremacist movement in America today; or look at how far 
the Republican Party has taken the “Stop the Steal” theme even as GOP 
leaders agree that President Biden was elected legitimately; or consider 
how reluctant the world is to accept the science of climate change even 
in the face of deadly wildfi res, powerful hurricanes, melting ice shelves, 
worsening droughts, the loss of biodiversity on land and at sea, and 
much more. 

The movie’s real-life lesson shows that a section of the public is more 
gullible to political salesmanship (and how big money manipulates the 
conversation) than citizens and political leaders want to believe. The 
majority keeps thinking the nation’s better angels will prevail; that 
truth will overcome falsehoods; that democracy will triumph over a 
party willing to back a dictatorial leader. But history, and the movie, 
demonstrates that is often not the case.

********
The lessons of the Jan. 6 insurrection are yet to be fully defi ned, but 

it’s not hard to already see that many Republicans will refute whatever 
the House committee reports. They’ll turn their backs on the truth, do 
their best to discredit those authors, and believe the storyline — not the 
facts, but their own ”alternative reality” — of how their world should be, 
perhaps right to the bitter end. 

The hope is that the majority of Americans recognize the danger 
of allowing falsehoods to prevail and they speak out forcefully 
to reiterate the facts. Democrats, Independents and like-minded 
Republicans should also understand the importance of championing a 
pro-democracy agenda (loudly and clearly) and reject any movement 
that embraces deliberate falsehoods and political violence — as 
Trump did throughout his presidency and during a Jan. 6 speech prior 
to the insurrection. Such speech should be treated as the pernicious 
threat to our democracy it is.

If that’s the lesson learned from the infamous Jan. 6 insurrection, 
school children decades from now will know, at least on this one issue, 
we had the courage to “look up,” to believe the facts and the science, 
and to recognize lies and misinformation for the dangerous propaganda 
they are.

Angelo Lynn
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Our nurse Ann Gibbons provides caring
support to elders and families.

Worried about an older loved one?
We have the help you need.

Your Partner in Eldercare

Elderly Services
Supporting Elders and Families since 1981

112 Exchange St., Midd., Vt.  |  802-388-3983  
www.elderlyservices.org

WANTED
FIDUCIARY MONEY MANAGER:

Accept, ‘Go Fund Me’ Donations. Soliciting $250,000.00 
plus for initial payout cost of investigation; publishing, with 
excess funds paid directly to Victim’s Mother. Solve the child 
murder of Christal Jean Jones: deliberately forgotten since 
January 3rd, 2001. Expose cover-up by law enforcement, 
political, and complacent press. www.defectivedetective.net.

Investigate & Publish Defective Detective.  Child Murder & 
Whistle blower cases: see what law enforcement, politicians 
and media are hiding.  www.defectivedetective.net.  Christal 
Jean Jones: deliberately forgotten for 21 years, since January 
3rd, 2001.

Will endorse ‘Go Fund Me’ for investigation
and publishing findings.

Contact: paul@defectivedetective.net.

INDEPENDENT WRITER/PUBLISHER:

WANTED

could cut it off. He handed the 
ring to me for safekeeping, and 
I slipped it onto my thumb and 
agreed to meet him back at the 
house.

I then ran errands and went 
home to do barn chores. It wasn’t 
until dinnertime that I noticed 
that my thumb was short one 
wedding ring. Maybe it had fallen 
off in the Kinney’s parking lot or 
downtown. But if it was on our 
property, my fi nding it now would 
fi nally redeem Mark for his poor 
judgment in trusting someone 
as careless as me to guard that 
precious symbol of our union. 

Metal detecting without 
training is tricky, though. The 
Goldfi nger 4000 would get chatty 
at times, making giddy squawks 
on certain patches of ground but 
then clamming up when I tried to 
zero in on the target. I wonder if 
I accidentally had it set to “taunt 
user” mode; I swear I heard it 

Jessie
(Continued from Page 4A) snicker once or twice.

Despite the challenges, 
however, I made three thrilling 
fi nds in just half an hour. Each 
time I dug something up, I yelled, 
“It’s a wheatie!” (I knew that made 
no sense, but I tried “Eureka!” and 
it sounded pretentious.)

I didn’t come up with any 
Roman coins. Or Mark’s wedding 
ring. But I did fi nd a 10-inch length 
of wire, the brass end of a shotgun 
shell casing and a mysterious 

chunk of chrome-plated metal 
— a piece of automotive trim, or 
perhaps a sword hilt? — with a 
single, cryptic word stamped on 
the back: “GUIDE.” 

I think that might be Latin. 
Of course, I won’t know how 

much this initial haul is worth 
until I get it appraised. But with 
that kind of success on my fi rst try, 
I’d say 2022 is going to be a very 
lucrative year for this treasure 
hunter.

“I would have moved away 
from Vermont again if this 
opportunity did not present 
itself. I’m hoping this will help 
me fi nd a job that pays a decent 
wage so I don’t have to move 
away from my home again.”

So said one 
Vermonter who 
benefi ted from 
easy and affordable 
access to college 
and career training 
at the Community 
College of Vermont 
(CCV) amid 
the COVID-19 
p a n d e m i c . 
Enrollment there 
has surged thanks 
to a wave of publicly and 
philanthropically funded free 
courses and scholarships for 
folks impacted by the pandemic.

That enrollment surge has put 
Vermont on the map, according 
to a June 2021 report from the 
College Board.

At the McClure Foundation, 
we celebrate these investments 
in college affordability and 
all they’ve done to inspire 
Vermonters about career 
pathways.

Some initiatives were of 
our own design, including our 
promise to the high school class 
of 2020 of one free course of 
their choosing at CCV. This 
initiative resulted in recent high 
school grad enrollment doubling 
at a time when new student 
enrollment at community 
colleges nationally plummeted. 
Another philanthropic 
investment was the Vermont 
Community Foundation’s 
$350,000 in grant funding for 
the career training programs we 
consider “best bets” for landing 
a good job quickly, part of our 
ongoing campaign with the 
Vermont Department of Labor 
about Vermont’s most promising 
jobs.

Many other initiatives 
sprouted from the Legislature, 
some of which took cues 
from the early success of 

philanthropic initiatives.
All these investments in 

college affordability have 
yielded positive impacts, 
nowhere more visible than 
at CCV — about 60% of 
the students benefi ting from 

public scholarships 
and free tuition 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
enrolled there this 
fall. Those students 
come from diverse 
b a c k g r o u n d s : 
they’re working, 
they’re parenting, 
they’re ch anging 
careers, they’re 
gaining new skills.

And they’re 
succeeding.

Students benefi ting from the 
free courses and scholarships 
completed about 80 percent of 
all courses taken and were 20% 
more likely to continue in their 
studies than the general student 
population.

Another student said, “I didn’t 
make enough money to pursue 
higher education/training, and 
I couldn’t make more money 
because I didn’t have higher 
education/training. This has 
granted me a break from that 
cycle.”

When we think about all 
we’ve learned from the success 
of these investments, we point 
to three key lessons:

Cost matters. When college 
and career training is guaranteed 
to be affordable, people in 
Vermont will enroll.

Make it simple and hopeful. 
By structuring supports easy to 
understand and to access, and 
by centering those supports at a 
state’s community college where 
low-income and non-traditional 
students are already attending at 
scale and continuing onto other 
Vermont institutions, students 
felt valued.

Vermont can build on the 
success of these investments. 
In a high-tuition state like 
Vermont, where prices deter so 
many, sustaining a new public 

perception of the affordability of 
college and career training will 
take more than scholarships. 
It will require institutional 
investments that lower tuition 
for everyone.

It would take CCV $6 million 
per year in sustained funding to 
slash tuition by 25% — or $12 
million per year to reduce it by 
50 percent.

The price tags may sound 
steep. In some ways, it’s simply 
the cost of playing catch-up. 
It’s what it will take to bring 
Vermont’s community college 
tuition closer to the national 
median after four decades of 
extreme underfunding.

In other ways, it’s an 
affordable price for purchasing 
a future with transformative 
value for Vermont residents and 
employers — while improving 
the purchasing power of other 
available federal, state and 
private aid and scholarships.

What we do with this 
information next is essential 
to the health of Vermont’s 
economy, the success of Vermont 
students, and the vitality of our 
brave little state.

It’s time to get serious about 
public policy priorities for 
higher education. Our recently 
released white paper on this 
topic, with data analysis from 
Public Assets Institute, provides 
an overview of the conditions 
that have led to our current 
policy and funding framework 
for higher education and offers 
several possible paths forward. 
Read more at mcclurevt.org/
policy.

This next legislative session 
is a momentous opportunity to 
set the strategy for the public’s 
investment in higher education 
in a way that brings the costs of 
that education and training into 
balance with the systemic role 
it will play in the recovery and 
what comes after.

Vermonters deserve no less 
and Vermont can’t afford to lose 
any more time — or talent.

alone will protect us from the 
virus — and they’d better hope 
this is true, since they removed 
social distancing restrictions, 
have no idea who’s vaccinated, 
and have now instituted the most 
relaxed possible contact tracing 
efforts. But the hallways are 
fi lled with students with masks 
on their chins or only over their 
mouths. This type of “masking” 
does nothing to stop the spread of 
COVID. Teachers do what they 
can in classrooms (in fact, a huge 
shout-out to my teachers, they 
are the people doing the most) 
but they cannot effectively teach 
a class while simultaneously 
asking the same few students to 
pull their masks up every two 
seconds. To my knowledge there 
are no consequences for incorrect 
mask wearing (and if there are 
they don’t work, as there have 
been no changes to my classmates’ 
behavior). The truth is that if all 
the students who do not mask 
properly were, for example, 
suspended for repeatedly violating 
the masking mandate, only about 
two-thirds of the student body 
would remain. So while I do 
understand the predicament, I 
have to ask why the safety of 
the students who are not posing 
a public health risk to their 

classmates is not being prioritized.
I do not feel safe at school, and 

I can’t be the only one. I have 
seen a way of thinking grip the 
minds of my community and 
communities across the country: 
That if you are young, COVID 
is mild, it’s never deadly, and 
generally is worth the risk. 
However, not all young people 
have healthy immune systems 
and will be fi ne. I am a testament 
to this. Even if COVID is “just 
like a cold,” as I keep hearing, the 
last time I got a cold, in 2019, it 
triggered a three-month relapse of 
my illness where I could barely 
get off the couch. The presumption 
that young people will get sick 
and get better without issue 
leaves out immunocompromised 
and disabled kids like me. So as 
students continue to take safety 
guidelines as a suggestion, I am 
left wondering who, if anyone, 
is making policies with our 
protection and well-being in mind.

To be honest, I started writing 
this letter two months ago, when 
the fi rst real outbreak at MUHS 
occurred. At the time, I decided 
not to submit it, not wanting 
backlash from the school or the 
district. But as cases surge, and 
I feel even more invisible and 
unsafe at school, I don’t want to 
be quiet any longer. As omicron 

Browdy letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

Letters to the Editor

Vermont falls short in true renewable energy efforts

Investment in higher ed pays off

This week’s writer 
is Barbara Benedict, 
president of the 
J. Warren & Lois 
McClure Foundation 
and a Middlebury 
resident.

Community
 Forum

becomes a bigger threat by the 
day, and leaders at the state and 
district level push forward with 
their message that school is a 
safe and low-risk environment 
for COVID transmission, or the 
new line that everyone’s going 
to get it, there’s nothing we can 
do, so we will in fact choose 
to do nothing, I want to speak 
openly about my current reality 
as someone with a chronic illness. 
Good faith messaging from 
district leaders that I’m sure is 
meant to discourage panic, ends 
up downplaying and burying the 
reality: that school can be and is a 
place of COVID transmission and 
that bigger steps need to be taken 
to keep vulnerable community 
members safe. 

I don’t have all the solutions; 
I’m only 17, this is not my job. 
It just seems like common sense 
that if you ignore a problem, 
pushing forward with a back-to-
normal agenda, then it is only 
going to get worse. I urge the 
governor, the school board  and the 
superintendent to take steps to keep 
kids safe, because right now, the 
adults in the room are failing us.

Carly Browdy
Middlebury

I am a Bristol Energy 
Committee member and here are 
my thoughts on Vermont’s energy 
policy.

Critical to the electrifi cation 
issue are three factors:

1. Reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions, accurately calculated:

Hydro Quebec and out-of-state 
nuclear are not carbon neutral, 
both have relatively high 
methane emissions; hydro from 
decomposing natural materials 
from the impounded landscape, 
and nuclear from mining, 
transportation, decommissioning 
practices, and long-term storage 
of spent fuel.

The problem with “renewable 
natural gas” as advertised by 
Vermont Gas Systems, is that 
only a small percentage of the 
gas in Vermont gas lines comes 
from renewable sources such as 
bio-digesters in Vermont. Instead 
VGS is purchasing Renewable 
Energy Credits (RECs) from 
facilities where bio-gas is 
generated in the Midwest, and 
no actual renewable gas is piped 
to Vermont. Instead, the gas 
Vermont is using is largely from 
fracked sources.

2. Phasing out of Renewable 
Energy Credits:

According the Energy Action 
Network, if we calculate our 
energy mix Post-REC, only 5% 
of Vermont’s renewable energy 
use comes from within state. We 
actually sell our high-quality 
green energy out of state.

The REC system allows large 
polluters to continue polluting, 
so if a solar or wind project is 
allowed to sell RECs, its power 
cannot be considered “green.” 
Subscribers to the Bristol 
Community Solar project have 
been told that they cannot claim 

that the project’s energy is green 
because it is being used to offset 
fossil fuel use.

3. Additionally, providing new, 
sustainable sources of electricity:

The International Panel on 
Climate Change agreement 
stipulates that greenhouse gas 
reduction claims can only be 
applied to additional or new 
energy production. While 
Vermont currently claims to 
be using 96% clean energy, 
according to the Energy Action 
Network, we cannot credit any of 
that energy as meeting evolving 
needs as we electrify our thermal 
and transportation sectors. New 
sources of supply must meet new 
demands.

Our current mix of hydro and 
nuclear does not include any new 
sources of electricity and should 
not be counted as such toward 
our mandated 2025, 2030 or 2050 
goals. However, we are going 
to have to rely on the current 
contracts for hydro and nuclear 
for the foreseeable future until 
truly “new green” energy can 
built in Vermont or purchased 
from such sources as offshore 
wind. (An innovative offshore 
wind project is to be built in 
Maine In 2023.)

Solar and wind backed up by 
battery or other storage are going 
to be necessary to meet demand 
caused by electrifi cation and 
phasing out of fossil fuels.

Additional thoughts:
As a member of Bristol’s 

Energy Committee I was part of 
the development of the town’s 
Enhanced Energy Plan process 
that designated preferred sites 
for solar and wind and we 
were lucky enough to have the 
former, capped landfi ll that 
met that designation. So there 

was no objection to the project. 
Towns should be tasked with 
fi nding such sites that, together 
with rooftop, would enable 
construction of enough renewable 
capacity to meet their residential 
and commercial needs as they 
electrify. And establishment of 
micro-grids integrating those sites 
would enable resiliency.

Our experience with the 
Bristol Community Solar project 
indicates that most people who 
are adopting solar are of the 
middle and upper economic 
classes, and are doing so not 
out of economic, but rather 
environmental concerns. Clearly 
people are concerned about future 
generations. However, if we 
are to enable those at the lower 
end of the economic ladder to 
transition to renewable energy 
and effi cient electric devices, we 
will need to provide means-tested 
assistance. And we need to return 
to robust net-metering incentives 
to make these projects attractive 
to those considering investing in 
them.

Providing opportunities 
for individual rooftop and 
community projects does increase 
buy-in and awareness by citizens, 
particularly if they see their own 
community directly benefi tting.

We also need large-scale 
projects in the mix, and as John 
McCormick, another Bristol 
Energy Committee member and 
director of the Louise Diamond 
Committee to Protect Future 
Generations, asserts, we need 
to invest in innovative projects 
such as the offshore-wind project 
planned for construction in Maine 
in 2023.

Richard Butz
Bristol
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FUNERAL
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
CREMATION
PRE-PLANNING   

SERVICES

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
453-2301

VERGENNES
877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 91 years  |  1930-2021

57 Main St. New Haven | 453-3433 | CleggsNewHaven@yahoo.com  
CleggsMemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Drafting  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast  •  Cleaning

Foundations  •  Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operated
Addison county’s ONLY full 
service monument company 

CLEGGS 
M EMORIALS

From humble beginnings based on affordable, 
trustworthy services, we have grown into a reliable 
resource your family can depend on. Rooted in our 
traditions, we stay firmly connected to the families 

we serve and the care we provide. We continue 
serving all faiths and all families in the only way we 

know how — by staying true to our heritage.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home 
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT 

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Where Our Roots Are Planted

TRADITION

In loving memory of

Marc Lawrence LaPete
Dec. 3, 1969 – Jan. 5, 2007

The years may pass
but still you stay
as near and dear

as yesterday.

Forever in our hearts.
Mom and Chris

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Harry Edward Provencher, 93, of Addison

DALLAS, Texas — Mona 
Meyers Wheatley, 87, passed away 
on Saturday evening, Nov. 27, 
2021, in Dallas, Texas, surrounded 
by loved ones. Born in Cleveland, 
Ohio, to Ann R. and Edward F. 
Meyers, Mona grew up in Pepper 
Pike. She attended Hathaway 
Brown School, went to Middlebury 
College, where she received her 
B.A., and later earned her master’s 
degree from Boston University. 
While teaching at Center School in 
Bedford, Mass., in the 1970s, she 
organized phonathons around the 
country for Middlebury. 

Her beloved alma mater hired 
her as Director of Annual Funds in 
1980, and she served in numerous 
positions in development and 
alumni relations for the remainder 
of her career, culminating with her 
role as Director of Bicentennial 
Planning for Middlebury’s 
celebration in 2000.

Mona raised her family in 
Lexington, Mass., and, following 
her retirement from Middlebury, 
moved to Nantucket, where she 
kept busy working in an antiques 
shop and serving as an enthusiastic 
ambassador for the island. Mona 
spent many winters in Sanibel, Fla., 
where she became an avid duplicate 
bridge player. She moved to a 
retirement community in Dallas for 
the last six years of her life.

Mona was an active member 
of the Middlebury, Sanibel, and 
Nantucket Rotary Clubs, and 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
in Middlebury, St. Michael and 
All Angels Episcopal Church in 
Sanibel, and St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Nantucket.

Mona was an invested 
community member, embracing 
opportunities to address a need. She 
served on the founding board of 
Middlebury’s fi rst infant and toddler 
child center, Otter Creek Day Care; 
mentored young professionals 
in philanthropy, individually as 
well as within the Council for 
the Advancement and Support of 
Education; helped form Vermont 
Women in Higher Education, 

MONA MEYERS WHEATLEY

from which she received the Sister 
Elizabeth Candon Distinguished 
Service Award in 1999; co-
organized the Ice Fraus, one of the 
earliest synchronized fi gure skating 
teams, at the Hayden Recreation 
Center in Lexington, Mass., in the 
1960s; and served as an accountant 
for the United States Figure Skating 
Association.

Spirited, passionate, committed, 
energetic, fun, and a force — words 
that describe this strong woman 
who threw herself fully into every 
endeavor with an infectious can-do 
spirit. The sign on Mona’s desk at 
Middlebury declared her, “Director 
of Annual Fun,” an appropriate 
printer’s error. She was a world 
traveler, cared deeply about social 
justice, and, while she had strong 
opinions of her own, listened 
deeply to understand others. She 
was invigorated by the presence 
of young people and refl ected the 
optimism they shared for the future. 
Genuinely interested in every 
person, she was a master of the 
probing question, and remembered 
each person’s story. She loved to 
entertain, and was a popular host 
and desired party guest.

Her youngest fans referred to her 
as “Momo” and often called upon 
her to perform the witch’s cackle 
she perfected as a teen on a radio 

show. Mona treasured moments 
reading, talking, traveling, or 
singing show tunes with her 
children, grandchildren and great-
nieces and nephews. She blurred 
the line between work and fun, 
celebrating life and people, and 
fi lling her time and others’ with 
curiosity and adventure. She was an 
inspiration and role model to many 
for overcoming life’s challenges 
and pursuing excellence while 
giving of oneself to make the world 
a better place.

Mona is predeceased by her 
beloved parents, Ann and Ed 
Meyers. She leaves behind her 
brother, Ed Meyers, and his 
wife, Fran, a lifelong friend and 
chosen sister, of Novelty, Ohio; 
her three children: John Lewis 
Wheatley III and his wife, Karen, 
of Foxboro, Mass.; Linda Ann 
Wheatley of East Montpelier, Vt.; 
Allison Wheatley Bovard and her 
husband, Chris, of Dallas, Texas; 
her seven grandchildren: Kelly 
Steffen, Nipa Wheatley, Christian 
Lyman and his wife, Stephanie, 
Caroline Wheatley, Charlie, Sam, 
and Jack Bovard; her ex-husband 
Jack Wheatley; her fi ve nieces 
and nephews: Lisa Abrahamson 
Nagel and her husband, Mike; 
Karl Abrahamson and his wife, 
Francoise McAree; Charlie Meyers 
and his wife, Jessica; Jim Meyers; 
Mallory Meyers Taylor and her 
husband, Paul; and so many others 
who were lucky enough to be part 
of her world.

Sincere thanks to her special 
caregiver and friend, Monique 
Pinales, and to the many wonderful 
staff members at Presbyterian 
Village North.

In lieu of fl owers, donations may 
be made to St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, Nantucket, Mass.; 
Town Hall Theater, Middlebury, 
Vt.; Vermont Women in Higher 
Education, Burlington, Vt.; the 
Nantucket Historical Association, 
Nantucket, Mass.; or to a charity 
of your choice. There will be a 
celebration of Mona’s life next 
summer on Nantucket.◊

Mona Meyers Wheatley, 87, formerly of Middlebury

ADDISON — Harry Edward 
Provencher, 93, passed away 
on Dec. 17, 2021. As he passed 
from this life to the next, he was 
surrounded by his loving family, at 
home, where he had hoped to end 
his journey.

Harry was born Dec. 8, 1928, to 
Louis F. and Gertrude Provencher 
in their home located on Lake St. in 
Addison, Vt.

Harry enjoyed the country life, 
where he grew up working on the 
Spaulding Farm with his parents 
near his birthplace. Later in years, 
his parents and siblings moved to 
Bridport, Vt. and purchased a farm 
on Townline Rd., where Harry 
worked into his mid 20s.

Harry, his wife Kathrine and 
their small family moved to 
Connecticut, where he worked for 
Pratt & Whitney on the night shift. 
During the day, he ran a crawler-
dozer for a small contractor. This 
was the beginning of a life working 
in the excavation trade. Harry and 
the family moved back to Vermont 
when he was in his late 20s and 
brought the trailer they lived in 
from Connecticut. They bought 
land with a few buildings on it 
in Addison and settled there for 
about 25 years. Harry and Kathrine 
built a new home on the property 
in 1963. When they returned to 
Vermont Harry worked for a close 
friend, Walt Carpenter, who was at 
that time the road foreman for the 
Town of Addison.

Over the course of time, Walt 
Carpenter focused on operating 
a gravel pit business and Harry 
became the road foreman for 
Addison along with having his 
own excavation business. In 1970, 
Harry decided to commit solely 
to his excavation company and 
established a lifelong appreciation 
for his skills as a crawler-dozer 
operator. Many would consider him 
as one of the best blade operators. 
He had an eagle eye for grades 
and contours which would lead to 
many customers sharing stories 
of his talents then and still today. 
Although making his mark with 
his skills, talents and giftedness, 
he will be remembered for his 
smile, laughter, story-telling, 
quick comebacks, wit, jokes and 
the ability to see the humor in his 
surroundings. 

HARRY EDWARD 
PROVENCHER

Harry enjoyed traveling 
throughout his life. He traveled to 
California by car with some of his 
friends in 1945-1946, then again in 
1980 with a school bus converted 
into a motor home. He also traveled 
to many landmarks or to visit 
friends and family in other parts of 
the U.S. and Canada. 

When Harry was 89 years old, he 
was asked if there was another trip 
he would like to take. He wanted to 
see the sun rise at the easternmost 
point of the United States. Harry, 
son and daughter-in-law Randy and 
Wendy and great-grandson Louis 
rented a motor home for a week’s 
trip to Maine and Canaan, Vt. We 
headed out mid-October and made 
it to a camp ground in Ellsworth, 
Maine, renting a car there and 
spending a few days there for some 
sightseeing and driving to the top 
of Cadillac Mt. to see the sun rise. 
Next was Eastport, for another 
sunrise. We stopped in Pembroke 
to see the “Reversing Falls,” 
then Canaan, Vt., to see Harry’s 
youngest brother Jack and sister-in-
law Connie Provencher. This was 
one of the most memorable trips 
for Randy’s family. Thanks, Dad.

Harry and his second wife Marie 
enjoyed their marriage of 35 years 
while residing in Bridport and 
wintering in Florida. Dad and 
Marie braved fl ying to Florida in 
their later years. Dad also fl ew to 
South Carolina to attend a wedding 
for one of his grandsons when he 
was 90 years old.  He still loved 
to travel. Harry and Marie were 
blessed to have Cathy Collins, his 
step-daughter, son-in-law Rick and 
their children live close to them 
through the years and care for them 
in so many ways. 

Harry also had the blessing of his 
children through his fi rst marriage 
with Kathrine (LaMountain) Wade, 
their spouses, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and great-great-
grandchildren. His blessings were 

expanded by the loving support of 
his six surviving siblings and their 
families. 

Harry and his daughter Roxanne 
(Provencher) Bannister, deceased 
in 1996, will always be remembered 
for their special relationship 
because of how special they both 
were. (For a time of separation, 
now together for eternity.) 

Harry was a man who loved to 
be active with his mind and hands; 
he enjoyed his vegetable garden, 
growing fl owers, feeding his birds, 
cutting, splitting, stacking and the 
most enjoyable exercise putting 
the fi rewood in the wood stove and 
basking in the 90-degree heat. He 
took great pleasure in operating 
his Toro lawn tractors, each with 
an attachment, mowing lawns and 
having a belly blade on one tractor 
he used to re-grade the parking area 
at the Bridge Restaurant quite often 
and his son-in-law’s driveway.  
He would buy bushels of apples 
to give to family and friends for a 
Christmas gift. It worked out well 
for him, as the pies and applesauce 
were a returned gift. He loved 
camping (many stories to be told). 
Dancing was at the top of the list, 
he took great pleasure in reading 
one book after another — yes, 
even romance novels. “Wheel of 
Fortune” was the show to watch 
and it was amazing how he knew 
the answers so quickly. The man 
loved to have fun and wanted it for 
you as well, as he would tell jokes 
and stories as well sing you a tune 
now and then.    

We remember our loved ones who 
have predeceased Harry: parents, 
Louis F. and Gertrude Provencher; 
wife Marie Swinton Provencher; 
daughter Holly J. (Provencher) 
Ashley; son Wolfsong (He Who 
Sings A Wolfsong); son Scott F. 
Provencher; daughter Roxanne 
(Provencher) Bannister; sister 
Dolores (Provencher) Lattrell; 
grandson Bryan Ashley-Selleck; 
and grandson Israel L. Provencher. 
We also remember Harry’s 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, brother 
and sisters-in-law, cousin, nieces 
and nephews.

Harry is survived by brother 
David Provencher and wife Edith; 
brother Eugene Provencher; brother 
Arthur Provencher; brother James 
Provencher and wife Maria; brother 
Jack Provencher and wife Connie; 
sister Edith (Provencher) Green; 
son Monte E. Provencher and wife 
Donna; son Louis R. Provencher 
and wife Wendy; daughter Cathy 
Collins and husband Rick; 
daughter-in-law Barb (Nuttall) 
Provencher; daughter-in-law 
Myra Timmons; son-in-law David 
Bannister; son-in-law Roy Ashley; 
and many grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, two great-great-
grandchildren, nieces and nephews.

The family would like to thank 
Addison County Home Health & 
Hospice for their compassionate ca
re.                                                                                                                     

We invite you join us on July 16, 
2022, at 11 a.m. to have a memorial 
service for Harry E. Provencher and 
his grandson Israel L. Provencher, 
who passed unexpectedly on Dec. 
2, 2021. The gathering will be at 
Randy and Wendy Provencher’s 
residence at 7559 Goodrich 
Corners Road, Addison, Vt., 
05491. We plan to have a time of 
sharing our memories, time to share 
a meal and be blessed by the gift of 
music by Snake Mt. Bluegrass — 
one of Harry’s favorite groups of 
musicians. 

The family is having the burial 
service for Harry Provencher 
and Israel Provencher, at 10 a.m., 
July 16, at Lakeview Cemetery, 
Addison. To send online 
condolences to his family please 
visit brownmcclayfuneralhomes.
com.◊

STARKSBORO —  Garth 
Paul Corse, 62, of Starksboro, 
Vt., passed away Friday, Dec. 31, 
2021, at Porter Medical Center, in 
Middlebury, Vt. Garth was born 
July 24, 1959, in Burlington, Vt., to 
his parents, Edith Corse Sears and 
Harrison (Tye) Corse, Sr.

On Feb. 2, 1990, he married his 
wife, Norma, in Starksboro, Vt.; 
she was everything to him.

He is predeceased by his father, 
Harrison (Tye) Corse, Sr., along 
with his two brothers, Bennie 
and David Corse; his stepfather, 
Leonard Sears; his parents-in-law, 
Betty Thompson and Norman 
Thompson; and brother-in-law 
Michael Thompson.

He is survived by his wife, Norma 
Corse of Starksboro; daughter 
Brittany Corse and her fi ancé 
Anthony Purinton of Starksboro; 
son Codey Corse of Starksboro; his 
mother, Edith Corse Sears of New 
Haven; two sisters, Brenda Corliss 
and her late husband Rodney of 
Tunbridge, Vt., and Julie Oak and 
her husband Norman of Nashua, 
N.H.; two brothers, Eddie Corse 
and his wife Shauna, and Corky 
Corse of Starksboro, and step-

GARTH PAUL CORSE

brother Victor; his two sisters-in-
law, Melissa Thompson and her 
partner Randy, and Kathy Forbes 
and her husband Tony; his best 
friend of many years, Larry Zeno; 
family friend Shawn Ambrose; and 
his grandchildren, who were his 
pride and joy: Brooke and Skyler 
Purinton and Aleah, Ryleigh and 
Evelyn Corse. He was also a 
wonderful uncle to many nieces 
and nephews.

He worked at a dairy farm in 
Cornwall for many years, followed 

by Shelburne Cooperation as a 
manufacturer, and later as many 
people got to know through his 
years working at ACTR driving 
buses. Garth also mowed lawns 
through his landscaping business 
with his family for many years. 

Garth loved fi shing, hunting and 
spending time with his family. He 
loved being outside enjoying the 
sunshine, going for walks with his 
wife in his younger days, and riding 
around looking for deer with his 
wife and his kids in their younger 
days. He enjoyed playing with his 
grandkids and loved talking on the 
phone with them. He also loved to 
watch his favorite movies “Jaws” 
and “Titanic” and TV shows “Little 
House on the Prairie” and “The 
Price is Right.”

Calling hours for immediate 
family will be from 10-11 a.m. on 
Saturday, Jan. 15, 2022. Funeral 
services for friends will be held from 
11 a.m.-noon at Brown McClay 
Funeral Home in Bristol, Vt. A 
celebration of Garth’s life will be in 
the summer when we can all gather 
safely. To send online condolences 
to his family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com◊

Garth Paul Corse, 62, of Starksboro

The Independent will publish 
paid obituaries and free notices 
of passing. Paid obituaries 
cost 25 cents per word and will 
be published, as submitted, 
on the date of the family’s 
choosing. For those who do not 
wish to purchase an obituary, 
the Independent offers a free 
notice of passing up to 100 
words, subject to editing by 
our news department. Photos 
(optional) with either paid 
obituaries or free notices cost 
$10 per photo. Obituaries 
may be emailed to obits@
addisonindependent.com.

Submissions must be 
received by 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday for publication 
in the Thursday paper 
and 11 a.m. on Friday for 
Monday’s paper. Email obits@
addisonindependent.com or 
call 802-388-4944 for more 
information.

Obituary 
Guidelines

Barbara Hammerlind 
memorial service

MIDDLEBURY — The family 
of Barbara Hammerlind will 
hold a memorial service in her 
honor at Grace Baptist Church in 

Middlebury on Jan.  8 at 11:30 a.m. 
Please wear a mask for COVID-19 
prevention. There will not be a 
reception afterward.

OPINION? Email it to:
news@addisonindependent.com
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strong economy generates the tax 
revenue to easily serve all people, 
protect the vulnerable, and invest 

in the things we care about most.”
Gov. Scott highlighted the 

importance of investing in 
education to put kids first and 
support them from cradle to 
career, focusing on expanding 

and strengthening afterschool 
programs, early care and learning 
and trades training, while working 
to address learning loss caused by 
pandemic restrictions.

The governor also emphasized 
the need to invest in safe and 
healthy communities, committing 
to fund additional support for 
mental health systems and to 
further address the overdose 
epidemic, while supporting public 
safety and helping communities 
grow with significant investments 
in downtowns and infrastructure, 
and with a focus on smart 
regulatory reform.

The speech concluded with the 
governor calling on all elected 
officials to rise above election year 
politics and focus on doing the 
work Vermonters have entrusted 
to them.

Lt. Gov. Molly Gray and 
legislative leaders put out their 
own statements in reaction to 
Scott’s address.

Read the full text of Gov. Scott’s 
State of the State speech with this 
story on addisonindependent.com.

These volunteer opportunities are open to everyone: young adults, older adults, and everyone in between. 
People looking to volunteer full-time, part-time, or whenever they have time.  Connect with us to learn more about giving back to 

Addison County. Please contact Heather Barry at 802-388-7259 or email hmbarry@achhh.org. 

By becoming more involved in your community. 
Help us in caring for our community members and making a difference

in our patients’ lives by becoming a volunteer for Addison County Home Health & Hospice.
We are seeking hospice volunteers to provide support for our patients and their families in their homes.

We would love to speak with you if any of the following apply to you:

• If you are a trained volunteer       • If you are a prospective volunteer seeking training       • If you know of someone who might be interested
• If you have special skills that could provide comfort to our patients, including Reiki, massage, music therapy, acupressure, certifi ed therapy dog visits, and more!

254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven (Route 7)  |  P.O. Box 754, Middlebury 05753  |  ACHHH.org

WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

David Wimett, 35 Years Experience
C. Michael Jackman, 40 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2016 NISSAN FRONTIER CREW,
4x4, V6, Auto, Loaded, 127k miles

$23,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2015 NISSAN ROGUE 
Select, RWD, Auto, Loaded, 132k miles

$12,995

2018 SUBARU FORESTER
Premium AWD, Auto, Loaded, 61k miles

$23,995

2012 TOYOTA TUNDRA
DB Cab, 4x4, Loaded, Only 107k miles

$21,995

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

ICE AGE SALE! BRRRRR!ICE AGE SALE! BRRRRR!

2013 TOYOTA VENZA 
AWD, 4cyl, Auto, Loaded, 142k miles

$13,995

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Robert “Bob” Shaw, 64, of Bristol
BRISTOL — Robert “Bob” 

Shaw, age 64, died unexpectedly 
of a heart attack at home on 
Wednesday, Dec. 29, 2021, with 
his loving wife of 38 years, Janet 
Shaw, by his side. Bob was born 
on March 21, 1957, in Burlington 
and raised in Middlebury, the 
son of Donald “Butch” Shaw 
and Jourdaine (Severy) Shaw. 
Bob was part of a large, close-
knit family whose antics have 
become local folklore and a source 
of great entertainment for the 
younger generation. He attended 
Middlebury schools and graduated 
from Middlebury Union High 
School, Class of 1975.  

Bob “Shawzer” was a gifted 
athlete, playing safety in football 
and excelling in wrestling at 
MUHS. He was the 1975 New 
England State Champion in the 
122-pound weight class, following 
an undefeated senior year of 
37-0.  After high school, Bob 
attended SUNY Potsdam, where 
he continued his wrestling career, 
serving as co-captain of the team 
and was selected for All State. He 
graduated from Potsdam in 1979 
with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
History and Education. 

After college, Bob had a long 
career in public education, first 
teaching one year in Bridport and 
then as a social studies teacher for 
35 years at his alma mater, MUHS. 
He taught countless students over 
the years, earning their respect 
by showing them respect. He 
cared about his students, not just 
academically, but also in terms of 
their lives and life goals. In addition 
to teaching, Bob also coached and 
served as a referee in wrestling. He 
coached his daughter’s junior high 
softball team and his son’s flag 
football and little league teams in 

ROBERT “BOB” SHAW

Bristol.
His love of sports continued 

throughout his life and he shared 
that passion with all three of his 
children. He was a formidable 
force in the men’s softball league 
of Middlebury, bowled for years, 
enjoyed horseshoes, and loved 
every opportunity he had to play 
golf with his son. He enjoyed 
attending N.Y. Giants football 
games and Red Sox games with 
his family. While a teacher at 
Middlebury, he spent his time at 
Mount Abraham enthusiastically 
cheering on his children from the 
sidelines. He happily endured 
any teasing he received from his 
Middlebury students regarding his 
passion for Mt. Abe sports.

Bob retired from teaching in 
June of 2017. He reveled in his 
retirement years, and enjoyed 
traveling, gardening, maple 
sugaring, and listening to vinyl 
LPs with his wife. He found peace 
and solitude while being in nature, 
with hunting, fishing, birding, 
and sitting around a fire at night 
being amongst his many passions. 
He also loved driving his vintage 

white Mustang, woodworking 
and recreating his grandfather’s 
wooden toy patterns for his own 
grandchildren. 

For Bob, love of family was 
first and foremost. He is survived 
by his wife of 38 years, Janet 
Puls Shaw; his children Jessica 
and her husband, Christopher 
Marzi, Amanda and her husband, 
Alexander Pouliot, and Ian and 
his wife, Molly Shaw; and his 
grandchildren, Emma Marzi, Peter 
Marzi and Baby Shaw due in June 
2022. His siblings Charles “Butch” 
and Mary Shaw of Pittsford, 
Willard “Skip” and Donna 
Patterson of Waltham, David and 
Wendy Shaw of Weybridge, and 
Pat and Lisa Shaw of Weybridge 
also survive him. His large family 
also includes numerous beloved 
cousins, nieces, and nephews. He 
was predeceased by his mother, 
Jourdaine Shaw in 2004 and by his 
father, Butch Shaw in 2009.

Public calling hours will be held 
from 4 to 6 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 
7, at Sanderson Funeral Home 
in Middlebury. Due to the recent 
surge in COVID-19 cases, a small 
private service will be held for 
immediate family on Saturday, 
Jan. 8. For those who wish to 
participate virtually, a zoom link 
for the service is available here: 
tinyurl.com/Bob-Shaw-Service;  
ID: 744 5589 3723;  Passcode: 
Shaw

Burial and a celebration of life 
will be held for all who wish to 
attend in the spring. Information 
will be provided at a later date. 

Memorial contributions in Bob’s 
name may be made to either The 
Bristol Rescue Squad, Inc. at 45 
Monkton Road, Bristol, VT 05443 
or The American Heart Association 
(www.heart.org).◊

BRIDPORT — Shirley Brouillard 
died unexpectedly on Jan. 1, 2022, 
in her home in Bridport, Vt. She 
was born on April 12, 1935, in St. 
Albans, Vt.,   the daughter of Ernest 
and Jeannett Mosher. 

She married Roland Brouillard 
in 1954. They moved to Bristol, Vt. 
in 1965. Roland passed away on 
April 28, 2010. Shirley worked at 
the Bristol Market for several years. 
She loved her husband and large 
family dearly! She enjoyed her 
bingo and trips to the casino with 
family and friends. 

She is predeceased by her sister 
Claire Sanders and brothers Walter 
Mosher, Wilfred Mosher, and 
Alfred Mosher. She is survived by 
her sister Betty Giroux. Shirley and 
Roland had 10 children. Shirley 
is predeceased by Walter, Paul, 
and Clair Brouillard, who all died 
very young. She is survived by her 
children Jenny (George) Douglas, 

SHIRLEY BROUILLARD

Roland Jr. (Pam) Brouillard, Ernie 
(Judy) Brouillard, Betty Ann 
Brouillard, Theresa (Bill) Hinman, 
Mark (Holly) Brouillard and Anna 
(Peter) Price. She was blessed 
with 23 grandchildren, 27 great-
grandchildren, one great-great-

grandchild, and several nieces and 
nephews. 

A Mass and Christian burial will 
be celebrated on Saturday, Jan. 8, 
2022, at 11 a.m., at St. Ambrose 
Church in Bristol. Interment will be 
at Mount Saint Josephs Cemetery 
in Bristol at a later date. Reception 
after the funeral will be at the 
Middlebury American Legion. 
Calling hours will be on Friday, 
Jan. 7, 2022, from 5-8 p.m. at 
Brown McClay Funeral Home in 
Bristol. Contributions may be made 
in her honor to the Bridport Town 
Line First Response or Middlebury 
Ambulance. 

To send online condolences 
to her family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com. 
Tor those who can’t attend the 
funeral service, a video of the 
service will be located on the 
bottom of the obituary on the 
Brown McClay website.◊

Shirley Brouillard, 86, of Bridport

involve allegations of abuse or 
neglect. Vermont law requires 
the court to appoint a GAL when 
the Department for Children and 
Families seeks to take a child into 
custody. A GAL works closely 
with a child’s attorney, meets with 
the child regularly and gathers 
information from people involved 
in the child’s life to understand 
the child’s needs and advocate for 
their best interests in court. The 
GAL’s goal is to ensure the child 
has a safe, stable and permanent 
home as quickly as possible. 
GALs come from all walks of 
life, and no prior experience in 
the courts or the child welfare 
system or specialized education 
is required to serve in this vital 
role. Successful applicants must 
be compassionate, have a flexible 
schedule, pass a background 
check, and have reliable 
transportation and internet access. 
All GALs must complete 32 hours 
of training and a mentorship 
with an experienced GAL prior 
to being appointed to their own 
case. For more information, visit 
vermontjudiciary.org/gal, email 
jud.vermontGAL@vermont.
gov, or call 800-622-6359. The 
program’s next training will be 
virtual, beginning on Jan. 24.

The Turning Point Center of 
Addison County is providing peer-
support and recovery coach services 
around the clock, seven days a week, 
in recognition of an increase in 

overdose and suicide deaths related 
to stress caused by COVID-19. The 
pandemic has disproportionately 
affected those already struggling 
with substance use disorder, 
Turning Point officials note. Deaths 
from drug overdose rose 30% 
nationwide between December 
2019 and December 2020. In 
Vermont, deaths rose by 57.6% 
during that period — the largest 
increase in the country. Turning 
Point is peer-run and offers a safe 
and substance-free environment to 
support its mission of supporting 
those struggling with substance use, 
as well as their friends and families. 
The small nonprofit is appealing 
to those who might be able to 
financially support its mission 
during these trying times. Those 
able to do so can call 802-388-4249, 
or visit turningpointaddisonvt.org.

Folks have been using more 
heating fuel these days, with 
temperatures plunging well 
below freezing. It’s a major 
worry for some of our low-
income neighbors, who must 
routinely make tough choices 
about whether to buy another 
cord of wood or pay a grocery 
bill. Starksboro is one of several 
area communities that is doing 
something so neighbors don’t have 
to sacrifice basic necessities for 
lack of resources. Starksboro has 
a Community Wood Bank and a 
Heating Assistance Program. The 
Wood Bank helps locals in need 
of firewood and/or alternative 

fuel sources. If you or someone 
you know is in need of short-term 
emergency heating assistance, 
call 802-388-3608 and ask for 
the Starksboro Wood Bank. The 
Wood Bank is made possible by 
donations from area foundations, 
businesses and, most importantly, 
local community members. If 
you’re able to donate wood or 
make a financial contribution, 
please call 802-434-2333, or email 
antosketchamncp@gmail.com.

If you’re looking for a new 
charity to support during 
2022,  Middlebury’s Charter 
House Coalition is hoping to 
be a candidate. The CHC runs 
a homeless shelter at 27 North 
Pleasant St., a free meals program, 
and conducts outreach to those in 
need of sustainable housing and 
better health. You can support the 
CHC’s annual appeal campaign by 
making a donation online at chcvt.
org/donate or mailing a check 
to Charter House Coalition, 27 
N. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 
05753. The demand for services 
has steadily grown, according to 
CHC officials. It peaked during the 
first year of the COVID pandemic 
in 2020, when CHC provided more 
than 100,000 meals and 34,000 
overnight stays at its shelter and in 
local hotels. That was more than 
triple the service level of 2019. 
This has prompted CHC to hire 
more staff to keep up with demand. 

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)

NEW HAVEN — Leonard 
Sears, 83, of new Haven, passed 
away unexpectedly on Nov. 29, 
2021.

He was the soulmate and second 
husband of Edie Corse Sears. 
Lovers from “Hello,” they enjoyed 
over 15 years together. He treated 
Edie’s family like his own. 

Also surviving Leonard is 
his son, Victor, daughter-in-law 
Wendy, nephew Charles Sears and 
niece Christine Hayden, sister-in-
law Celia Sears and special niece 
Linda.

As per his wishes, a private LEONARD SEARS

Leonard Sears, 83, of New Haven
service will be held in warmer 
weather.

Donations can be made to 
Homeward Bound in Middlebury 
or the New Haven Fire Department.

Leonard and I were confined in 
the hospital because of COVID-19 
and pneumonia, due to the 
sudden death of my husband and 
subsequent passing of my son 
Garth.

I want to thank all who have 
supported us during this sad and 
difficult time. You are our angels.

— Edie Corse Sears and family ◊

MONTPELIER — Gov. Phil 
Scott on Wednesday delivered his 
State of the State address to the 
General Assembly, outlining his 
priorities for the 2022 legislative 
session and reporting on the 
progress of the last year.

The governor cited the unique 
opportunity state government 
has to make transformative 
investments that build a stronger 
future for Vermonters. He once 
again highlighted the critical 
need to work together to support 
Vermont’s workers and grow 
the workforce by investing in 
training, education, housing and 
recruitment, while working to 
make Vermont more affordable for 
those already here.

“This is the moment we’ve been 
waiting for and working towards,” 
Scott said. “We’ve been making 
headway on these issues for the 
last five years, putting ourselves in 
a position to reverse our workforce 
trends, revitalize every county 
in our state and secure the future 
we’ve envisioned: 

“One where Vermonters can 
find a good job, a good school, 
and an affordable home in each 
of our 14 counties and 251 cities, 
towns and villages. Where kids 
in the smallest communities 
have as many opportunities as 
kids in the largest. Where young 
families can afford to enjoy all 
our state has to offer. And where a 

GOV. PHIL SCOTT

Gov. Scott outlines priorities for 2022

CONTACT GOV. SCOTT

Governor
Phil Scott

1-800-649-6825
(Vt. only)

802-828-3333

109 State Street, Pavillion
Montpelier, Vermont 05609-0101

www.vermont.gov/governor
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Farm-raised Renewable Natural Gas.
Achieving your sustainability goals is easy with RNG. 
Learn more at vgsvt.com/RNG.

“Everything is looking good to 
go,” selectboard member Steve 
Dupoise said on Monday, noting 
that the town had obtained all the 
necessary state permits and hired 
flaggers for the operation.

Last month, Dupoise signed 
the bill of sale transferring 
ownership of the building from the 
Vermont Department of Historic 
Preservation to the town of New 
Haven. 

The 19th-century depot, which 
has been on the National Register 
of Historic Places for nearly 50 
years, can’t stay where it is because 
its close proximity to the tracks 
presents a safety hazard for the 
passenger trains that are expected 
to begin traveling this corridor at 59 
mph this summer, according to the 
Vermont Agency of Transportation 
(VTrans).

Since learning last winter that 
the building would need to be 
moved or demolished, local and 
state officials have been working 
out a plan — and securing funding 
— to relocate the building to a 
town-owned lot on North Street.

After this month’s move the 
depot will overwinter in the parking 
lot of the town office/library until a 
foundation can be poured nearby in 
the spring.
JAN. 12, 3 A.M.

The “big move” begins 
Wednesday, Jan. 12, weather 
permitting.

Messier Moving Company, 
which has been prepping the 
building for the past two months, 

will roll it out at 3 a.m., according 
to a memo issued by the town on 
Dec. 29.

They’ll haul it onto Route 7, head 
south for a few hundred feet, then 
cut through the Jiffy Mart parking 
lot on their way to the parking lot 
shared by Clegg’s Memorials and 
the New Haven Post Office on 
Route 17.

Route 7 in New Haven Junction 
will be closed to traffic during 
this early-morning move and will 
reopen after the installation of new 
railroad crossing signals.
JAN. 12, 9 A.M.

Once it reaches Clegg’s, the 
depot will sit tight for a few hours. 

Then, at 9 a.m., it will begin its 
journey east up Route 17, for about 
three-quarters of a mile or so, 
before turning left into a field just 
north of Forrest Drive.

Traffic on Route 17 will be 
closed for several hours to make 
way for the operation.

Originally the New Haven 
selectboard had hoped to follow 
Route 17 all the way to North 
Street, but the cost of temporarily 
removing physical obstacles 
became too high. The route now 
calls for passage across farm fields.

Once begun, the entire move — 
including starting and stopping and 
overnighting — could take as long 
as nine days, depending on how 
things go as the depot gets hauled 
across those fields, according to the 
town memo.

So far the weather is looking 
pretty good, Dupoise told the 
Independent.

“It’s doing just what we want it 
to do. It’s getting good and cold and 
a frost is setting into the ground.”

Temperatures are expected to 
creep back up in the coming days, 
but officials are hoping the ground 
will stay hard enough to allow for 
easy passage over the fields.

As it stands now, the movers 
are hoping to cross North Street 
on Jan. 20 or 21. The town plans 
to erect signage to alert motorists 
when the time comes.
POWER OUTAGES

As the depot makes its way 
north, the Vermont Electric Power 
Company (VELCO) and Green 
Mountain Power (GMP) will need 
to “de-energize” three different 
sets of transmission lines at three 
different times, to allow the moving 
caravan to pass under them.

Currently VELCO is scheduled 
to cut the power to the first set of 
lines on Tuesday, Jan. 18, and to 
the second set of lines on Thursday, 
Jan. 20.

On Jan. 20 or 21, GMP will 
cut power along North Street so 
the depot can be moved to its 
temporary winter home.

As transmission lines get “de-
energized,” power will get rerouted 
from other sources, so there should 
not be any power disruptions at the 
transmission-line level, Dupoise 
said. But homes and businesses 
along the route may experience 
temporary local outages.

For more information about the 
upcoming train depot move, call 
the New Haven town office at 802-
453-3516.

Train depot
(Continued from Page 1A)

Experience (AWE) at the same 
time. 

Many residents of Addison 
were not pleased with that move, 
believing it contradicted the 
district’s Articles of Unification and 
an earlier overwhelming vote by 
Addison and Ferrisburgh residents 
asking that their elementary 
schools not be closed. 

But two 2021 votes on the 
question of whether Addison 
should withdraw from ANWSD 
were defeated, the first one 
narrowly. Those votes were 
held before ANWSD considered 
moving the AWE program and 
a possible return of the school 
building to the town. 

The AWE program 
can serve up to 12 
students in grades 
6-12, according to 
ANWSD Director 
of Student Support 
Services Kara 
Griswold. She 
said the students 
in the program 
“need support 
around a variety of 
social, emotional 
and sometimes 
behavioral needs 
that cannot always 
be addressed or 
supported within a 
traditional middle 
school or high school 
environment.”

The program 
serves students from 
not only ANWSD, 
but also from other 
county districts. 
Griswold said the 
numbers by district 
change “as students 
transition in and 
out.”  

Soule told the 
board that the 
program move is necessary 
because staffing has become an 
issue during the pandemic, and 
that having the program at VUHS 
would provide extra personnel to 
offer help if necessary. She added 
at least some AWE students would 
be able to benefit from offerings 
at VUHS such as arts, music and 
physical education. 

“It’s been a challenging year for 
staff in all the buildings, and we’ve 
had some staff turnover there, and 
at times we’ve struggled to provide 
coverage,” Soule said. “And we 
feel students would adapt well to 
programs that are offered in this 
building.”

Her written report to the board 
stated that the district was “unlikely 
to see staffing issues resolved next 
academic year,” due to ongoing 
labor shortages and COVID-19 
concerns. 

Soule said school personnel, 
including ANWSD Facilities 
Manager Ken Sullivan and 
Griswold, have studied how VUHS 
could accommodate AWE, and 
determined the program would 
“fit well into the A Wing with very 
little adjustment.” The VUHS A 
Wing is a ground level section to 
the rear of the building. 
FUTURE OF ACS?

Given Soule’s recommendation, 
on Dec. 13 the board started 
discussing what might be next for 
ACS. 

According to Addison 
Selectboard Chair Jeff Kauffman, 
the town would welcome a chance 
to own ACS again.

“I believe the town has expressed 
interest in regaining ownership of 
the building,” Kauffman told the 
Independent in an email.

One option for use of the 
building is off the table: The 
ANWSD board recently signed 
a two-year extension of its lease 
for the district’s central office to 
remain in Kennedy Brothers on 
North Main Street in Vergennes. 
In an interview after the Dec. 13 
board meeting, ANWSD Board 
Chair John Stroup explained the 
reasoning for that deal, with rent at 

just north of $60,000 
a year not including 
a price increase from 
the current level. 

First, Stroup said, 
there would be a 
“significant cost” 
to move the central 
office and to retrofit 
ACS into office 
space. Then, he 
noted, that would be 
a sunk cost if there 
were a merger with 
the Mount Abraham 
school district that 
would require a 
second move in 
the future. A study 
committee is now 
evaluating the pros 
and cons of such a 
merger (see story on 
Page 2A). 

“That’s going to 
cost a lot of money 
to turn into an office 
space. You can’t just 
walk in and make a 
classroom an office,” 
Stroup said. “So we 
will not invest any 
money into moving 
the central office until 

the merger study has completed its 
work.”

The unification articles appear 
to give ANWSD some wiggle 
room on how it can use the 
building. And it does not say how 
quickly the district must act to 
offer the school back to Addison. 
The relevant passage reads: 

“(If) the Unified district 
determines that any of the real 
property acquired from Addison 
and Ferrisburgh, including land 
and buildings, conveyed to it by 
the forming districts, is or are 
unnecessary to the continued 
operation of the Unified District 
and its educational programs, the 
Unified District shall notify the 
Town of its intent to convey such 
real property, for the sum of One 
Dollar, to the Town in which the 
school is located. 

“The conveyance of any such 
real property shall be subject 
to all encumbrances of record, 
the assumption of a payment of 
all outstanding bonds and notes 
and the repayment of any school 
construction and/or grants as 
required by Vermont law.”

ANWSD Director of Finance 
and Operations Elizabeth 
Jennings said she was not certain 
what “‘encumbrances of record’ 
might be, so we would need to 
check that terminology with legal 
counsel to see what is intended 
there.”  

Jennings confirmed no debt 
came with the building that 
Addison would have to repay in 
the event it reacquired the property, 
nor would it be likely that Addison 
would be on the hook for any 
portion for the district-wide work 
done to all its buildings several 
years ago to improve energy 
efficiency and security.
BOARD DISCUSSION

The board discussed the future 
of ACS knowing in advance that 
no decisions would be made at the 
Dec. 13 meeting. 

Waltham board member Tom 
Borchert said he understood one of 
the reasons AWE was established 
in ACS is that it would have 
room to expand there if it grew. 
He wondered if a move to VUHS 
could hamper potential growth 
even though numbers have been 
stable.

“Is it a two-year blip?” he asked.
Soule said it was impossible to 

tell given the circumstances.
“We’ve never had that program 

when we’re not in the middle of a 
global pandemic,” she said. 

Opinions varied on the 
interpretation of the clause that 
would give Addison a chance to 
buy the property back.

Stroup said his reading led him 
to believe no immediate action on 
the board’s part would be necessary 
if the AWE program was to move 
out. 

Soule pointed to the clause 
that stated ACS could be used for 
any purpose necessary for “the 
operation of the district,” and 
not just strictly for educational 
purposes. She said as an example 
the district could offer a pre-K 
program there, but at the same time 
noted early research showed ACS 
would not be an ideal as a wider 
pre-K site.

Borchert said he understood 
the articles to say the board had 
“some leeway” before it had to 
offer ACS back to Addison after an 
AWE move, but that he believed 
“We shouldn’t be holding it in 
perpetuity” before making such an 
offer. 

Board member and Addison 
representative Laurie Childers 
said on the district’s behalf and 
considering the value of the asset 
she would be “loath to give it 
away for $1.”

But her fellow Addison board 
member Amy Kittredge took 
a different view, noting that 
the building was “in excellent 
condition” when it was conveyed 
to the district, and the town’s 
residents would expect it to be 
offered back “as quickly and 
expeditiously as possible.”

“It’s their building if we don’t 
use it anymore,” Kittredge said.

Ferrisburgh’s Kristina 
MacKulin agreed. “I would not 
feel good about not returning it,” 
she said.

Board members also noted a 
carrying cost of at least $80,000 
a year if it retained ACS and the 
building sat empty.

Stroup concluded the talk on 
the building’s future by advising 
all board members to study the 
articles, think about a timeline, 
and be prepared for more study of 
the issue at future meetings.

“This is a discussion all of us in 
the community need to have,” he 
said. 

ANWSD
(Continued from Page 1A)

“It is our expectation, though, that 
a group tasked with undertaking 
any recommendations of this report 
will not ‘oversee’ police, but rather 
will engage with law enforcement 
to mutually increase awareness, 
educate each other, and continue to 
help Vergennes be viewed as a safe 
and welcoming place for all of its 
residents and visitors …

“We propose that this group work 
alongside city government — and 
the community at large — to ensure 
accountability between the police 
and the people of Vergennes. The 
goal of a community review board 
should be to ensure ongoing fair 
and impartial policing that meets the 
needs of all people in Vergennes.”

The group suggests a panel that 
would include five to nine trained 
members and would:

• Receive and review community 
complaints and refer “those it 
believes have merit for further 
investigation,” and assess the 
process and outcome. Specifically, 
a new committee could provide “a 
neutral party to file complaints with” 
because “Filing a complaint about 
the police with the police is not an 
ideal practice.”

• Ensure “greater direct 
accountability to the community 
around long-term and systemic 
issues.” 

• Review “data and policy on 
a regular basis in order to make 
recommendations on policy and 
training, and look at “public 
input on policing issues” to make 
recommendations to the city council 
and manager. 

• Make “recommendations 
regarding complaints, policy, hiring 
processes, training, community 
outreach efforts.”

• “Work with the VPD and the 
City Manager to decide what level of 
training is appropriate for committee 
members.” 

• “Aggregate, analyze, and 
compare police data; give regular 
updates to the City Council and the 
citizens of Vergennes,” and “make 
recommendations to the City Council 
after reviewing local policing data.”

• “Ensure police budgets match 
Vergennes’ needs and financial 
capacities.” It states that 30% of 
the city’s budget goes toward law 
enforcement.
LARGER THEME

The report cites the study by 
University of Vermont Professor of 
Economics Stephanie Seguino that 
showed Black and Latinx drivers are 
stopped in Vergennes and elsewhere 
in the state at higher rates than white 
drivers, and her follow-up work 
that provided evidence that those 
stops resulted in more consequences 
for non-white drivers for similar 
offenses.

Central to the thesis of the 
CRBEC report is that society places 
an unreasonable burden on law 
enforcement, and that communities 
and their police forces can work 
together for the betterment of all:

“Members of law enforcement are 
often the first responders at scenes 
that highlight failed social safety nets. 
The failure of these safety nets is a 
compilation of history, policy, social 
norms, and marginalization that has 
resulted in disparate outcomes for 

marginalized people and people of 
color ... 

“Law enforcement should not and 
cannot be held responsible for these 
disparate outcomes; however, it is 
crucial that communities address and 
redress social and racial disparities 
that appear within its local law 
enforcement agencies and the 
governmental bodies that oversee 
them.”

The report states the “committee 
worked to understand how society 
collectively maintains racial 
hierarchies and socio-economic 
separation within Vermont and 
Addison County, and how that 
history and practice influence us 
today.” 

It states that police and 
enforcement follow those on the 
margins of society: 

“Any person stepping outside 
of the social or racial space they 
have been contained by our societal 
organization, will be identified and 
likely be policed. What we mean 
is that: any black, brown, Hispanic 
and other people of color venturing 
outside the Job Corps hill, outside 
apple orchards, outside dairy farms 
and outside the Shaw’s supermarket 
booth for international money 
transfer, will provoke a pause and 
a second-guessing: do they belong 
here? 

“The same goes for the low 
socioeconomic, white working class 
venturing in businesses and places 
serving the higher social class.”

The committee concludes, “We 
cannot ask police officers to deal 
alone with the impact of our socially 

City police
(Continued from Page 1A)

(See Law enforcement, Page 10A)

“That’s going 
to cost a lot 
of money to 
turn (Addison 
Central School) 
into an office 
space. You 
can’t just walk 
in and make a 
classroom an 
office.”

— ANWSD Board 
Chair John Stroup
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budget to help meet the identified 
needs,” which include mental health, 
safety and prevention, Reen told the 
board in a memo accompanying his 
Dec. 20 budget presentation.

The MAUSD, like many other 
school districts, has seen an increase 
in behavioral issues over the past 
few months, some of them quite 
severe. When the school board 
solicited community input on budget 
priorities last month, many of the 
727 comments it received mentioned 
student support services, training 
and support for staff, staffing levels 
and school safety. 

Reen proposed building the 
additional $500,000 directly into the 
budget rather than paying for it out 
of the $4.4 million in federal ESSER 
(Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief) funding it has 
received to cope with the pandemic. 
Commitments for that money must 
be made by September 2024, but 
“I don’t see these additional needs 
going away next (fiscal) year,” Reen 
explained during his presentation, 
“so I want to be able to think beyond 
ESSER.”

With the additional $500,000 and 
other factors, MAUSD officials 
anticipate spending $19,873 per 
equalized pupil for FY23, an 
increase of $1,229, or 6.59%, over 
the current year.

Two other significant drivers in 
that increase include a projected 
increase in employee health 
insurance and declining enrollment; 
this second factor results in less state 
financial aid.

As it stands now, MAUSD will 
have 1,440 equalized pupils next 
year, 26 fewer than it does now, 
which equates to a loss in the district 
of more than a half-million dollars in 
state education funding.

The decline in equalized pupils 
would be far more dramatic — 61 — 
were it not for a temporary education 
funding provision enacted by the 
Legislature in 2020, known as “hold 
harmless,” which uses pre-pandemic 
enrollment numbers to calculate 
local education taxes.

Despite increasing costs and 
declining enrollment, MAUSD 
projected on Dec. 20 that its 2022-
23 spending plan would have a 
negligible effect on education 
property tax rates in its member 
towns: Bristol, Lincoln, Monkton, 
New Haven and Starksboro.

In fact, according to Reen’s 
presentation, 5-Town education 
property tax bills could actually 
decrease by a dollar or two next year.

Those calculations were based 
on conservative estimates of how 
forthcoming state education funding 
decisions will affect the district, 
MAUSD Business Manager Floyd 
Davison told the school board.

Chief among those decisions will 
be what to do with a $90 million 
surplus in the State Education Fund. 
Whether any of that money will be 
used to offset property tax impacts 
or to fund one-time school capital 

construction projects, as Gov. Phil 
Scott has suggested, remains to be 
seen.

The MAUSD is also looking at a 
budget surplus, though on a much 
smaller scale: roughly $1.4 million 
from the 2020-21 school year.

Reen proposed moving $870,000 
of that fund balance into the 
MAUSD Capital Reserve Fund, in 
anticipation of upcoming big ticket 
projects, including wiring upgrades 
and a new roof for Mount Abraham 
Union High School.

For the remaining $549,000 Reen 
suggested two options:

• Option A: Use $430,000 to offset 
taxes and stay at a 5% increase per 
equalized pupil, then put $119,000 
into the district’s Education Reserve 
Fund.

• Option B: Put all of the $549,000 
into the Education Reserve Fund.

The fund, which currently has a 
balance if $550,000, will be essential 
to helping MAUSD “get as far as 
we can as we work through some 
challenging years to come,” Reen 
said.

An informal poll of the school 
board indicated it was in favor of 
option B.
FUTURE SPENDING PLANS

Looking ahead, activity on the 
local and state levels could have a 
profound effect on future spending 
plans and how they’re approached in 
the district.

A merger study committee is 
currently exploring the feasibility of 
merging MAUSD with the Addison 
Northwest School District, with the 
aim of bringing the question before 
voters, if warranted, in November.

This month the MAUSD board 
expects to receive a consultant’s 
report on seven long-range facilities 
proposals for the district, which 
were authored by community 
members and submitted last spring 
as possible alternatives to the plan 
Superintendent Reen unveiled in 
December 2020.

Opposition to Reen’s plan was so 
strong in Lincoln and Starksboro that 
Lincoln voters in August approved a 
plan to withdraw from the district, 
and Starksboro residents indicated 
they might follow suit.

Also this month, the Vermont 
Legislature may consider updating 
the state’s education funding formula 
based on recommendations made by 
the Task Force on Implementation of 
Pupil Weighting Factors Report.

Reen and Davison predicted this 
past summer that MAUSD stood to 
lose several equalized pupils — to 
the tune of about $1.3 million — as a 
result of the weighting study.

Now, however, according to 
Reen’s Dec. 20 memo, that impact 
may be “somewhere between neutral 
and to the good by about $1 million.”

It’s unlikely, however, that changes 
to the pupil weighting formula would 
be felt before 2024, they said.

The slideshow of Reen’s 
presentation is available on the 
MAUSD website at tinyurl.com/
fy23mausd.

MAUSD
(Continued from Page 1A)

KATHRYN AND MERLE Schloff, with one of their three children, 
enjoy a snowfall not long after their arrival in Vermont in 1972. The 
two are among many back-to-the-landers who transitioned from the 
hippie movement to solid entrepreneurship.

Photo courtesy of the Schloff family

Schloff
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TUES, WEDS 7:00 AM - 3:00 PM, THURS, FRI, SAT 7:00 AM-4:30 PM
SUNDAY & MONDAY - CLOSED

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371

Now Open and Looking 
Forward to Seeing You!

Please fi nd the full menu 
on our website at 
OtterCreekBakery.com 

E-mail order 
inquiries to 
info@ottercreekbakery.com
or Call 802-388-3371

Hungry? Hungry? 
Order quick Order quick 

and easy and easy 
contactless contactless 

pick up!pick up! OtterCreekBakery.com

MERLE SCHLOFF IS winding down operations at the family mill in Salisbury after a 33-year run making 
quality furniture, some of it sold through the Schloffs’ retail business, The Vermont Home, located on 
Route 7. Schloff and his wife Kathryn moved to Vermont during the early 1970s as part of the back-to-
the-land movement.

Independent photo/Steve James

Schloff manhandled opponents. 
His exploits drew scouts from the 
University of Nebraska, which 
offered him a scholarship that he 
quickly accepted. He entered the 
school in the fall of 1969.

Nebraska at the time was 
a perennial powerhouse and 
contender for the national title. But 
ultimately, Merle’s disdain for the 
Vietnam War led to him to punting 
his scholarship in 1971.

“I fell out of favor with the 
coaches after they told me to not 
‘embarrass’ the team by identifying 
with any of the war protesters,” 
Schloff said. “I didn’t want to be 
told what to think, and I didn’t like 
being a pawn for a coach working 
on a $1 million salary.”

Merle remained at Nebraska for 
a while, becoming “the only hippie 
in the business school,” he said 
with a smile.

Away from the football field, 
Merle chased other goals — 
including a “fun loving, intelligent, 
fountain of compassion in a really 
cute package,” he said, referring to 
his now-wife of 51 years, Kathryn.

“I said to myself, ‘You’d be nuts 
to pass this by,’” he said.

The feeling was mutual. They 
became a couple.

“We were very much aligned,” 
Merle said. “We lived the same 
way, thought the same way. We 
were in harmony.”

It was during the winter of 
1970-’71 that the Schloffs got 
their first taste of Vermont, during 
a road trip they and a friend took 
in a Volkswagen bug to Dartmouth 
College.

“It was just so beautiful — the 
villages and the mountains,” 
Kathryn said.

It was also a popular destination 
for their generation.

“It was a hippie happening place 
at the time,” Merle said. “There 
was this movement of people, 
back-to-the-landers, who were 
starting to congregate in Vermont.”

They resolved to move east upon 
graduating from Nebraska, and 
followed through in 1972. Kathy 
had earned her degree in education; 
Merle was six credits short of 
earning his business degree, but 
that could wait. Vermont couldn’t.
LIVING IN A COMMUNE

The couple didn’t have much of 
a plan beyond getting to the Green 
Mountain State. They ended up in 
the Bridgewater area, struck up a 
friendship with some like-minded 
folks, and laid down temporary 
roots at a local commune. The 
settlement consisted of around 30 
people. Most members lived in 
a central log cabin, while a few 
couples had erected their own 
small homes.

Commune members shared 
chores, knowledge and good 
times — primarily at the old 
Bridgewater Tavern, where the 
transplanted flower children 
and homegrown loggers rubbed 
shoulders. The loggers warmed to 
the fresh-faced twenty-somethings, 
teaching them blue-collar skills to 
survive and thrive in hardscrabble 
surroundings, according to Merle, 
who absorbed woodworking skills 
that would become key to his 
eventual career.

A lot of the incoming hippies 
bought land at the end of old, 
class 3 roads. It was remote and 
untamed, but inexpensive. The old 
loggers provided the hippies with 
the essential tips and tutelage to 
homestead.

“These loggers had grown up 
there, before electricity. They 
could tell us how to build a log 
cabin, how to collect rainwater and 
make it usable, how to heat with 
firewood,” Merle said. “In those 
days, if you heated with firewood, 
you were poor; most people heated 
with oil.”

Merle and Kathy took a detour or 
two before finding their way.

They became so enamored of the 
Bridgewater Tavern they bought a 
stake in it, with two fellow commune 
couples. The tavern, Merle recalled, 
became “hippie central,” with a 
blend of locals of all ages.

“There were so many people in 
the tavern that some nights, when 
there was dancing, we would go 
down in the basement to see if the 
(floor) joists were going to bust,” 
Merle said.

The tavern gave Kathy and 
Merle a unique perspective on the 
sociology of Vermont during the 
early 1970s, and a front-row-seat 
for the back-to-land movement of 
which they were a part.

“You had on one side the ‘fun, 
whole-foods eating, peace and 
love’ hippies, but on the other end 

of the spectrum, you had the ‘sex, 
drugs and rock ‘n’ roll’ hippies,” 
Merle said. “The ownership 
structure of the tavern had both 
groups represented.”

Merle and Kathy were of the 
former classification of hippies. 
A fissure eventually developed 
between the two groups, and 
it grew. That discord, financial 
pressure and the arrival of their 
first child, Pearl, led the Schloffs to 
end their stint as tavern co-owners 
in 1976.

“It was fun, but it didn’t make 
any money; we were just able 
to keep the tavern’s head above 
water,” Merle said. “And that was 
OK, until Kathy and I had a baby. 
Then, all of a sudden, it wasn’t 
about us anymore.”

Merle started working as a 
freelance carpenter. Kathy took 
a job at the Bridgewater School. 
They built their own cabin: the 
so-called “hippie house” that 
continued to be a unifying force 
for the family, which soon grew to 
three children.

Merle became more efficient 
with carpentry tools and machinery. 
He, in turn, began to impart his 
knowledge to the next generation, 
as a substitute industrial arts 
teacher at Woodstock High School.

“At first, being poor was a fad,” 
he said of the hippie movement. 
“But then, some of us became 
trapped in that poverty.”

Realizing the value of 
supplemental income from 
teaching, Merle went to UVM to 
get the last six credits needed for 
his bachelor’s degree in business. 
He landed a nighttime teaching job 
with the Association of General 
Contractors of Vermont.

“I put those checks in the top 
dresser drawer,” he said proudly.
ADDISON COUNTY MOVE

All the while, he continued 
to build homes for other people 
while Kathy took the lead on the 
home front. And the home front, in 
1979, shifted to Salisbury. Kathy 
took a job as costume designer 
for Middlebury College’s theater 

department, while Merle took an 
industrial arts teaching job at the 
Patricia Hannaford Career Center.

“We always wanted to live in a 
college town,” Kathy said.

“We were in a place where we 
could make a living and be fed 
intellectually,” Merle added.

Merle’s career center stint was 
short-lived, however. The four 
walls of a classroom made him 
restless.

“I realized I didn’t want to talk 
about the game; I wanted to be in 
the game,” he explained. “I wanted 
to manufacture. Some people are 
built to make custom things; I 
was wired to mass-produce. I like 
seeing multiples of things.”

And that’s how the family’s 
woodworking business was born. 
They assembled their Salisbury 
mill during the early 1980s, in an 
historic blacksmith shop. He had 
the skill to shape the shell of that 
mill, but needed equipment to 
make it sing.

Rather than embark on a career 
in teaching, Kathy threw in with 
Merle.

“It was much better for raising 
a family,” she said. “Family was 
primo for me, and the business was 
secondary. If I had taught school 
and Merle was so intense building 
this business, it would have been 
such a crunch for raising the kids.”
RUNNING A BUSINESS

With little money to spend, 
Merle recalled sending letters 32 
years ago to wholesale machinery 
dealers in Boston, New York 
and Philadelphia, then made 
appointments to visit them. He was 
fortunate to get a decent price on a 
large quantity of equipment from a 
Boston dealer.

“The rest of the machinery was 
brought in kind of as the dinosaur 
furniture mills around Vermont 
started to go extinct,” Merle said. 
“They were making product that no 
one wanted anymore; people didn’t 
want heavy, dark pine furniture 
anymore. As they would go out, 
you’d get these auction notices 
and you’d go and eventually get 

everything you needed.”
The family’s business plan 

has consisted of three main 
components: Bedroom and dining 
room furniture; wholesale contracts 
to furnish schools, nursing homes, 
hotels and other settings; and the 
retail store in Salisbury.

“One thing we learned from the 
recession in the early ’90s was that 
if you want three irons in the fire 
after a recession, you have to have 
five in the fire before the recession 
starts,” Merle said.

It’s a formula that helped the 
Schloffs weather five recessions. It 
certainly wasn’t easy.

“A business like this is like 
always paddling in white water,” 
Merle said. “If it’s just a class one 
or two rapid, it feels under control. 
When you’re going through the 
class 3s and 4s, you have to steer 
the boat through the rocks.”

He refers to 1983-1990 as the 
company’s “golden years,” driven 
in part by advantageous tax laws 
that allowed people to acquire, and 
write off, condominium expenses. 
He had a crew of eight workers in 
his mill, turning out large quantities 
of furniture destined for condos 
being built on Loon Mountain and 
other scenic locations.

Building up savings and 
maintaining at least one large 
contract were crucial in surviving 
the bad times. He cited the chain 
store “Bedrooms,” in Westchester, 
N.Y., as an example.

“The advantage of a large 
customer is they order big and they 
order regularly,” Merle said. “The 
problem is, once they know they’re 
that big and important to you, it’s 
always the same. They want more, 
quicker and cheaper.”

Garnet Hill in New Hampshire 
and the Orvis Co. in Manchester, 
Vt., were notable exceptions to the 
“more, cheaper, quicker” adage, 
according to Merle. The Schloffs 
made more than 1,000 beds and 
400 nightstands for Garnet Hill.

“It was a wonderful thing,” he 
said. “We always knew that if we 
came to a lull, we could always 
produce parts ahead of time (for the 
Garnet Hill orders).”

Meanwhile, The Vermont 
Home — which they established 
in 1988 — gained a foothold in 
the local retail sector during the 
1990s. People had been stopping 
by the mill, asking if they could 
buy direct. The Schloffs reasoned a 
retail outlet would fit the bill.

Kathy deftly steered Vermont 
Home throughout its history, with 
Jayne Fjeld her top assistant. It was 
a fun, informal environment that 
allowed Kathy to keep an eye on 
the three children at the same time. 
The store also became kid-friendly 
for shoppers and employees.

“We called them the ‘store 
babies,’” Kathy said with a smile.

Both husband and wife could 
have retired at 55, but they kept the 
mill and store going.

“This job became a lifestyle for 
us,” Merle said, adding, “You have 
to either run a mill, or it will run 
you.”

But after 33 years, the couple is 
ready for some more fun. Both are 
now just north of 70, and they’ve 
mapped out ski trips, motorcycling 
and other diversions. No more 
being nailed down to the mill 
and store. Merle can pick up his 
hammer when he feels like it.

Both Merle and Kathy gave 
shout-outs to the community, 
customers and employees for 
contributing to their success.

“Thank you, Addison County, 
for making this possible,” Merle 
said. “This business wouldn’t have 
succeeded if it weren’t for Jayne 
Fjeld staying with us for 33 years, 
and Dave Fowler working with me 
in the mill for almost 30 years.”
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one evening in town halls from 
Newport to Brattleboro, rendering 
weighty decisions ranging from 
municipal spending to honoring 
community volunteers.

Susan Shashok still recalls her 
first Middlebury town meeting 
following her family’s move from 
the Philadelphia area several years 
ago. She was pleasantly floored by 
the passionate voter exchanges that 
led to community actions, all under 
the deft guidance of then-Moderator 
(and former Vermont governor) Jim 
Douglas.

Shashok was so taken with the 
institution of town meeting that she 
ran (unopposed) for town moderator 
when Douglas retired from the role 
in 2019 after 33 years. She’s drafted 
a helpful town meeting primer for 
Middlebury residents. But while she 
inherited the gavel from Douglas 
two years ago, Shashok has only 
presided over one town meeting 
— in March 2020, before the 
coronavirus took hold in Vermont.

“I’m like a one-hit wonder,” she 
joked.

“All the talk then was, ‘By this 
time next year (in 2021), everyone 
will be vaccinated, it’ll be fine,” 
Shashok recalled.

It wasn’t — and isn’t — as 
2021 was a non-stop COVID-19 
rollercoaster ride.

Most Vermont communities 
this past March either cancelled 
their town meetings or held 
them virtually, for informational 
purposes, with key issues decided at 
the ballot box on March 2.

While the COVID-19 shot and 
booster are widely available in the 
Green Mountain State — which has 
a more than 80% vaccination rate 
— the delta and omicron mutations 
of the virus have caused a massive 
surge in cases following what had 
been an encouraging summer.

With at least 200 new COVID-19 
cases each day in Vermont — and 
sometimes more than 1,000 a day 
— municipal officials are again 
sizing up the prospect of in-person 
town meetings. It’s a decision they 
must make by late January in order 

to meet town meeting warning 
deadlines. 
ANOTHER COVID THREAT?

Shashok and Douglas are among 
those waiting with trepidation, 
fearing another cancelled March 
town meeting could catalyze a rapid 
unraveling of a cherished form of 
democracy that has already taken a 
few gut punches during the past 50 
years.

Shashok realizes officials must 
err on the side of caution when it 
comes to weighing a return to in-
person town meetings during the 
COVID era. But at the same time, 
she believes town meeting is on life 
support, and she doesn’t want the 
coronavirus to drive the final nail in 
its coffin.

A vote to cancel town meeting 
is also “a vote for having less 
democracy in action,” Shashok 
lamented. “It feels safer, but we’re 
losing every time we try to be safe.”

She and Douglas recently sat 
down with the Independent to share 
their concerns about the long- and 
short-term future of town meeting. 
They said they’re both willing to 
testify before the Legislature on any 
initiatives to preserve town meeting 
and make it more user-friendly. 

Douglas, while serving as 
Vermont’s secretary of state from 
1980-1992, helped train new town 
moderators while keeping the more 
senior ones up to speed on town 
meeting trends and protocols.

He enjoyed his efforts to sow 
democracy at the grassroots level 
so much that he ran for Middlebury 
town moderator in 1986 when 
incumbent Chet Ketcham stepped 
down. Douglas continues to serve as 
moderator for the Addison Central 
School District.

“I thought, ‘I’m pontificating 
about how moderators should 
behave, perhaps I should be one,’” 
he joked.

In so doing, he became part of 
a Vermont tradition dating back to 
1762, when Bennington convened 
its first official town meeting. It 
caught on in towns throughout 
the state. Communities initially 
convened multiple town meetings 

FORMER MIDDLEBURY TOWN Moderator James Douglas and 
current Moderator Susan Shashok are enlisting the public’s help in 
saving the eroding institution of town meeting, which in 2021 was 
sidelined by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Independent photo/Steve James

per week, then confined it to 
weekly, monthly, and now just the 
one annual gathering.

“(Residents) realized that 
municipalities, as they matured, 
required people to make decisions 
between meetings, so they ‘selected 
men’ to fulfill that responsibility,” 
Douglas said. “Municipal 
government grew from that point 
forward.”

The term “selected men” 
eventually became “selectmen.” 
Most communities have since 
dropped “men” from the moniker to 
acknowledge all genders may serve.

 Meeting attendance has ebbed 
and flowed over the decades, 
Douglas remarked. Municipal 
archives reveal a surge in 
participation during the Depression, 
followed by a steady, gradual 
decline. He attributed the decline to 
several factors, including more dual 
working families, a greater menu 
of obligations and diversions, and 
the arrival of the Australian ballot 
voting system in Vermont during 
the late-1890s.

Some folks take a pass on 
town meeting if they believe the 
community is well run and budget 
increases are kept low.
BOOSTING ATTENDANCE?

Both Shashok and Douglas 
reasoned that if town meeting is 
to survive it has to be made more 
convenient to voters. They continue 
to brainstorm ideas to make that 
happen.

Among them: Use technology to 
allow people to participate remotely 
as well as in person. There are social 
media platforms like Zoom that 
allow multiple people to congregate 
virtually. But there’s still the 
problem of limiting admittance to 
registered voters.

Shashok doesn’t see that as being 
insurmountable.

“There’s software out there that 
could be created and maybe we 
should be looking at that,” she 
said, adding people responsible for 
monitoring voter checklists could 
also become the Zoom gatekeepers.

And while Vermont’s climate can 
be inhospitable in March, Shashok 
said it might be time to switch 
town meeting to a warmer month 
in order to allow for greater social 
distancing.

“Maybe in late May we could 
meet on the bleachers somewhere 
and still have that sense of 
community that comes from town 
meeting,” she said. 

Douglas suggested more towns 

could emulate Brattleboro’s 
“representative town meeting” 
format, established in 1960. 
In Brattleboro, only elected 
representatives vote at the 
representative town meeting, held 
on the third Saturday after the first 
Tuesday in March.

Whatever the solution(s), 
Shashok and Douglas said they 
must be worked out soon.

“For me, we have to look at it 
differently, and not just say, ‘Let’s 
put it off for another year,’” Shashok 
said. “We need to look at how the 
young people are interacting ... It’s 
far easier to tune into a meeting, 
state your piece and then get out, 
than to drive to the location, sit 
there the whole meeting, and have 
your moment.

“I don’t want to let that direct 
democracy go away, and I don’t 
think most people want that either,” 
she added. “There are things we 
can do, and I think we should start 
talking about it.”

The current alternative of 
Australian ballot voting doesn’t 
appeal to town meeting purists. 
They argue it’s much easier to 
resolve a budget disagreement on 
the town meeting floor, rather than 
see the spending plan defeated by 
Australian ballot and then have to 
be reworked for a future, follow-up 
vote.

Australian ballots and online 
meetings can also take elected 
officials out of the spotlight.

“It might be more comforting 
to local officials to have virtual 
meetings because they aren’t 
on the firing line, in person, 
with constituents who might 
feel unhappy about something,” 
Douglas said. “But that’s what 
democracy and accountability are 
all about. And that’s our tradition of 
many centuries. So I think it would 
be a shame to lose that and I hope 
we can find a way to get to ‘yes,’ 
rather than quickly say ‘no.’”

True to their elected positions, 
Middlebury’s current town and 
school district moderators are 
hoping to promote constructive 
dialogue among local voters about 
how to keep town meeting going. 
The most recent Middlebury town 
meeting is already almost two years 
in the rearview mirror — and fading 
fast.

“People are forgetting what (town 
meeting) feels like, and I don’t want 
them to forget,” Shashok said.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Town meetings
(Continued from Page 1A)

facto disproportionately target 
people of color and underprivileged 
individuals regardless of which 
officer is on duty. The problem is not 
the result of the aberrant behavior of 
‘a few bad apples.’ The problem is 
societal in nature, and therefore it is 
fundamental that the community be 
fully engaged in working with law 
enforcement for greater community 
accountability.”
MORE RESEARCH

Vergennes officials said they 
appreciated the CRBEC’s hard 
work, but said it was too early to talk 
about the substance of the report.

“I’m very grateful for what is 
obviously a significant amount 
of time and effort that went into 
the writing of the report by the 
committee,” said Mayor Matthew 
Chabot. “I’m very appreciative of 
the work that they did.”

Chabot said he would wait until 
other council members had a chance 
to absorb and discuss the report 
together at the council meeting on 
Jan. 25 before commenting further. 

“I haven’t spoken to the council as 
a group because the council hasn’t 
had an opportunity to discuss or 
review it,” he said. “Although I may 
have some ideas on how to move 
things forward, I wouldn’t be ready 
to go public with that at this time.”

City Manager Ron Redmond said 
officials are still digesting the lengthy 
report they just received before the 
holidays and they want to hear from 
the CRBEC to “have a chance to 
talk about their report. I haven’t had 
chance to hear from them. They 
spent a lot of time on this.”

Redmond said he would 
recommend city officials take the 
CRBEC report under advisement 
while waiting for a report from a 
second ongoing study. 

This past August the council voted 
to hire the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police, or IACP, to 
conduct a $30,000, six-month look 
into the city’s police needs, practices 
and current effectiveness.

The proposal approved described 
a “staffing study to determine 
whether personnel deployments, 

scheduling and delivery of police 
services effectively match personnel 
resources, community needs and 
demand. This project would involve 
a multi-faceted approach involving 
data collection and analysis.”

The IACP has been studying the 
internal workings of the Vergennes 
department and will be doing 
community engagement work in late 
February or early March. Redmond 
said a final report is likely to arrive 
by May, and at that point city officials 
can consider the CRBEC and IACP 
recommendations together. 

Redmond said it will be critical 
to view the CRBEC report through 
the lens of the work now being 
done by the IACP, an organization 
with which he is familiar from his 
previous longtime work as the head 
of the Church Street Marketplace 
in Burlington and with the National 
Downtown Association. 

Redmond said the IACP studies 
and consults with rural, suburban 
and urban communities across the 
country and is “on top of trends in 
policing nationwide.”

“Ultimately what is helpful right 
now is we’ve got the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police 
coming into town to do a workforce 
analysis,” Redmond said. 

Redmond did address a few of the 
report’s racial elements. He said one 
thing he learned in his previous work 
is how “implicit bias training” has 
been effective in law enforcement 
agencies across the U.S.

“I have confidence in our officers. 
My personal opinion is they’re a 
really good team, and I believe 
training can help,” Redmond said. 
“Whatever recommendations IACP 
makes, I have confidence we can 
fulfill then.”

The IACP will also consider the 
CRBEC report as part of its process, 
Redmond added. 

“I appreciate the work that the 
citizens’ group has done,” he said 
“It’s very thorough. Is it exactly what 
our community needs right now? 
I don’t know. I need some more 
perspective. I’d like to hear from 
them, and I’d also like to hear from 
the IACP.”

Law enforcement
(Continued from Page 8A)
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Sports (Mostly)
KARL 

LINDHOLM

We now have a Vermonter in 
the Baseball Hall of Fame in 
Cooperstown. Yes, he’s a transplant, 
but he’s a genuine resident (at least 
in the warm weather months).

No, I’m not 
talking about 
Bill Lee of 
Craf t sbury, 
Vt., the 
e s t e e m e d 
S p a c e m a n 
and Yankee-
killer, he of 
the 119 major 
league wins, 
and 2008 
inductee into 

the Red Sox Hall of Fame. Bill has 
lived in the Kingdom for 32 years. 

It’s Jim Kaat, the Minnesota 
Twins pitcher and later a New York 
Yankee broadcaster. He resides 
now, for a few months a year 
anyway, in Manchester, Vt. He 
married Margy, a golf pro, 11 years 
ago and they are now members 
at Manchester’s Ekwanok Golf 
Club — “and that’s what brings us 
to Southern Vermont,” he told the 
Bennington Banner in December.

Kaat, nicknamed (inevitably) 
“Kitty,” was the consummate 
baseball player at his position: 
pitcher. He played in the Majors 
for 25 years, 15 with the Twins, 
nearly 900 games in all, compiling 
a sterling 3.45 lifetime earned run 
average. 

In the his prime (’62-‘76), he 
averaged 16 wins a year, winning 
25 games in 1966 and 21 games 
eight years later (‘74) and 20 
games the year after that, at age 36. 
A big lefty (6-foot, 4 inches, 205 
pounds), Kaat was a terrific athlete 
— a good hitter and the Gold Glove 
winner at his position for 16 years. 
After his baseball career ended, he 
turned to broadcasting and called 
Yankee games for 12 years.

Tony Oliva joins him in this 
year’s Hall of Fame class. Jim was 
his teammate with Minnesota for 
all of Tony’s 15-year career, 1962-
76. Both are members of the Twins’ 
Hall of Fame. Oliva’s career was 
compromised by chronic knee 
issues: his last four years were as 
a designated hitter (an innovation 
introduced in 1973). 

When I asked the aforementioned 
Mr. Lee the toughest hitter he 
faced, he replied without hesitation 
“Tony Oliva — he just wore me 
out. Line drives everywhere! He 
could really hit!” This estimate 
was echoed by Yanks ace Catfish 
Hunter and Boston star Luis Tiant, 
a fellow Cuban. 

Tony was Rookie of the Year in 
1964, won three AL batting titles, 
was an All-Star eight times, won 

Kitty, Tony, 
Minnie, Gil, 

Bud, & Buck: 
About time!

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

1/5 Woodstock at MUHS .......Postponed
Boys’ Hockey

12/30 MUHS vs Milton .......................3-0
1/5 MUHS at CVU .................Postponed

Boys’ Basketball
12/29 Brattleboro vs OV ................51-41
12/30 MUHS vs Mill River ..............47-37
1/4 VUHS vs OV ............................56-36
1/4 MUHS at Spaulding .........Postponed
1/4 Mill River at Mt. Abe .........Postponed

Girls’ Basketball
12/30 West Rutland vs OV ............47-30
12/30 VUHS vs Winooski ..............53-18
12/30 MUHS vs Montpelier ............56-51
1/3 Mt. Abe at Burr & Burton ............41-36
1/3 Fair Haven at OV .............Postponed
1/5 MUHS at Mt. Abe .............Postponed
1/5 Colchester at VUHS ..................Late

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

1/3 Midd vs UMass Boston ................8-0
1/4 Midd at Utica ....................Postponed

Men’s Hockey
1/1 Midd vs St. Mike’s ........................5-1
1/2 Hobart vs Midd ............................4-1
1/4 Bowdoin vs Midd ................ 1-0 (OT)

Men’s Basketball
1/4 Midd vs Skidmore ....................78-74

Women’s Basketball
12/31 Union vs Midd ......................77-45
1/4 Midd at New Paltz ..............Canceled

COMMODORE GUARD TIM Ashley cuts between OV defenders 
Elijah Tucker-Bryant, left, and Drew Pelkey during Tuesday’s boys’ 
basketball game in Brandon. Ashley’s 20 points helped VUHS prevail.

Independent photo/Steve James

By ANDY KIRKALDY
BRANDON — Host Otter Valley 

hung with the Vergennes Union 
High School boys’ basketball 
team for two-and-a-half periods 
on Tuesday, but the Commodores 
went on a decisive 15-0 second-half 
surge on the way to a 56-36 victory. 

The Otters rallied from an 18-4 
deficit early in the second quarter to 
pull within 22-21 at 3:40 of the third 
on a Hayden Bernhardt three. 

OV worked hard in its 2-3 zone to 
keep the Commodores away from 
the basket, and the Otters forced 
seven second-quarter turnovers to 
stay close. Then OV junior Matt 

Greeno erupted for eight points in 
the final 2:05 of the first half. 

Greeno hit two free throws at 
2:05 of the second quarter and 
then nailed back-to-back threes. 
Suddenly what had looked like a 
Commodore runaway was a four-
point game at the break, 18-14.

The teams traded baskets until 
Bernhardt hit his three to make 
it a one-point game, and then the 
Commodores took charge.

Sophomore Tyler Bergmans, a 
force on the boards and a key ball 
handler for VUHS all game, started 
the surge with a strong move in the 
lane. 

Elijah Duprey, who contributed 
tough defense and 10 points off 
the bench, followed by swishing 
a short jumper in the paint, and 
then Oakley Francis banked in an 
unconscious over-the-shoulder shot 
in transition after forcing a turnover. 
After Bergmans swished a three OV 
called for time. 

It didn’t slow VUHS, as 
Bergmans set up a Tim Ashley three 
to close the third period, and Ashley 
nailed another three to open the 
fourth and complete the 15-0 run 
that made it 37-21.

OV made one more run, closing 
to 44-36 at 3:50 as Elijah Tucker-

Bryant scored six points, Owen 
Thomas tossed in five, and Evan 
Thomas added four in a 15-7 
counter-surge. 

But the Commodores outscored 
OV by 12-0 the rest of the way. 
Duprey contributed six of those 
points with a transition hoop and 
four free throws, Bergmans scored 

OTTER GUARD ELIJAH Tucker-Bryant makes this layup during Tuesday’s boys’ basketball game in 
Brandon despite the best efforts of Commodore Hayden Bowen. Tucker-Bryant scored eight points, but 
VUHS left OV with the win.

Independent photo/Steve James

VUHS boys pull away from Otters
Commodores’ 15-0 second-half run proves decisive

VUHS GUARD ELIJAH Duprey dribbles at midcourt against the 
pressure of OV guard Elijah Tucker-Bryant in Brandon on Tuesday. 
The visiting Commodores won the boys’ basketball game with a big 
second half. 

Independent photo/Steve JamesI

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

1/8 MUHS at CVU .................... 4:20 PM
1/12 MUHS at Rice ................... 5:20 PM
1/15 Stowe at MUHS  .................... 7 PM

Boys’ Hockey
1/8 MUHS at U-32 .................... 6:30 PM
1/12 Stowe at MUHS ..................... 7 PM
1/15 MUHS at St. J ........................ 3 PM

Boys’ Basketball
1/7 Mt. Abe at OV .......................... 7 PM
1/7 Stowe at VUHS ........................ 7 PM
1/7 MUHS at Fair Haven ............... 7 PM
1/10 Rutland at MUHS ................... 7 PM
1/11 OV at Mt. Anthony .................. 7 PM
1/12 VUHS at Missisquoi ............... 7 PM
1/12  North Country at Mt. Abe ...... 7 PM
1/14 MSJ at OV ............................. 7 PM
1/15 Mt. Abe at VUHS .............. 2:30 PM
1/15 MVU at MUHS ................ 12:30 PM

Girls’ Basketball
1/6 OV at Rutland .......................... 7 PM
1/8 VUHS at North Country ...... 1:30 PM
1/8 Mt. Abe at Enosburg ........... 2:30 PM
1/8 Windsor at OV .................... 2:30 PM
1/8 Missisquoi at MUHS ......... 12:30 PM
1/11 VUHS at Missisquoi ............... 7 PM
1/11 Colchester at Mt. Abe ............ 7 PM
1/13 Enosburg at MUHS ................ 7 PM
1/14 Mt. Abe at North Country .. 6:30 PM
1/14 OV at VUHS .......................... 7 PM

Gymnastics
1/6 MUHS at Essex ....................... 7 PM
1/13 MUHS at Randolph ................ 6 PM

Indoor Track
1/8 VUHS at UVM ...........................8 AM
1/15 VUHS at UVM .........................8 AM

Nordic
1/6 MUHS at Colchester ................ 3 PM
1/8 MUHS at MMU .......................10 AM
1/10 MUHS at CVU ....................... 3 PM

Wrestling
1/8...............VUHS at Mt. Anthony Tourn
1/11 Harw/Colch at MUHS ............. 6 PM
1/14&15 ..VUHS/Mt. Abe at Essex Tourn

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

1/8 Endicott at Midd ....................... 4 PM
1/11 Plattsburgh at Midd ................ 7 PM
1/14 Wesleyan at Midd .................. 7 PM
1/15 Wesleyan at Midd .................. 3 PM

Men’s Hockey
1/7 Midd at Trinity .......................... 7 PM
1/8 Midd at Wesleyan .................... 3 PM
1/11 Amherst at Midd ..................... 3 PM
1/14 Midd at Plattsburgh ................ 7 PM

Women’s Basketball
1/7 Midd at Amherst ....................... 7 PM
1/8 Midd at Hamilton ...................... 3 PM
1/11 WPI at Midd ...................... 4:30 PM
1/14 Colby at Midd ......................... 7 PM
1/15 Bowdoin at Midd .................... 3 PM

Men’s Basketball
1/7 Amherst at Midd ....................... 7 PM
1/8 Hamilton at Midd ...................... 3 PM
1/14 Midd at Colby ......................... 7 PM
1/15 Midd at Bowdoin .................... 3 PM

SportsSports
SCHEDULE

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — A Hubie 

Wagner Invitational annual 
wrestling tournament revamped 
to account for COVID-19 saw 10 
teams compete in a series of dual 
meets in two shifts — one in the 
morning of Dec. 29 and the second 
that afternoon at Middlebury 
Union High School.

The cooperative Fair Haven-
Rutland team fared best in the 
morning with a 3-0 record, 
followed by Colchester (2-1), 
Otter Valley (1-2) and Harwood/
Champlain Valley (0-3). 

Essex (4-0) dominated the 
afternoon action, followed by 
Granville, N.Y. (3-1), Springfield 
(2-2), the host Tigers (1-3), and St. 

Johnsbury (0-4).
The 10th team was Mount 

Abraham, which lacked numbers to 
compete as a unit and contributed 
three wrestlers to MUHS and two 
to Springfield. 

Vergennes had planned to attend, 
but withdrew because the team 
couldn’t test enough wrestlers in 
a timely manner over the holidays 
to prove they were COVID-free, 
according to VUHS Activities 
Director Peter Maneen 

Only one local wrestler compiled 
a winning record against the tough 
competition in contested matches, 
according to scoresheets provided 
by tournament organizers. 

That was Tiger freshman Alex 
Sperry, who went 4-0 with three 

pins at 113 pounds. His most 
dramatic victory came against 
William Einhorn of Essex. Einhorn 
entered the second period with 
a 5-0 lead and started on top, but 
Sperry reversed him mid-period 
and then pinned him. 

Tiger Milo Gordon at 145 was 
one of several wrestlers who had 
a boom-or-bust day, winning twice 
by pin and losing twice by pin to 
go 2-2. Liam Wagner at 195 and 
Berkley McDermott at 285 both 
went 1-3, but won with pins. 
Avery Carl lost his only match by 
decision against Essex, but won 
three forfeits at 132.  

Mount Abe’s Lucas Phillips 
wrestled for the Tigers at 160 
and went 2-2 and pinned two 

opponents, as did Eagle Devan 
Hemingway at 126. Logan Pierro 
had less luck for MUHS at 120, 
picking up four setbacks. 

Eagles Matt Conant and Wyatt 
Allenson grappled for Springfield. 
Both split two matches, Conant in 
hard-fought, close decisions, and 
Allenson by pins in each bout. 

Six Otters wrestled in the 
morning, and four compiled 1-1 
marks. 

At 145, Caleb Whitney lost by 
pin and battled to a 3-2 victory; at 
160, Tucker Babcock pinned one 
foe and lost a competitive decision; 
and Isaac Whitney (182) and Derek 
Li (285) each won once and lost 
once by pin. Li’s pin came in the 

EAGLE DEVAN HEMINGWAY nearly pins his Essex 126-pound opponent with this move at MUHS on Dec. 29, but ended up losing a high-
scoring decision. Hemingway went 2-2 on the day. 

Independent photo/Steve James

Wrestlers come to MUHS for revamped tournament

(See Wrestlers, Page 3B)

(See Hoops, Page 3B)
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DuneSpa

Exceptional Bodywork
and Skin Care

Practitioner  Practitioner  
of the Weekof the Week

Georgia Dune,
 Licensed Esthetician 
Massage Therapist

Reflexologist

Georgia Dune is the owner 
and sole practitioner of 
DuneSpa in Middlebury. 
She has been a dedicated 
bodyworker since 2005 and 
she opened DuneSpa in 
2020. Her peaceful space 
is located in between Otter 
Creek Used Books and Otter 
Creek Yoga in Marble Works 
and all sessions and services 
are by appointment only. 
Her passion is to help people 
have less pain, not only the 
day of and after their sessions, but every day. 
The bodywork she offers; cupping and foot 
massage is deeply relaxing and makes lasting 
changes in the whole body. 

Georgia has been a Licensed Esthetician since 
2018. Body waxing and brow design are her 
current specialties and she may resume facials 
once the pandemic is over. View her DuneSpa 
Google Listing to see her brow work and read 
customer reviews.

Visit Dunespavt.com to see her full menu of 
services and client testimonials. 
Follow DuneSpa at: Facebook.com/dunespavt
Instagram.com/dunespavt

Contact Georgia at:
Dunespavt@gmail.com
802-377-2507

a Gold Glove in ’66, and retired 
with a lifetime BA of .304. Born 
in Pinar del Rio, Cuba, Tony still 
lives in Bloomington, Minn. He 
and Jim Kaat are both 83 years old 
and in good health.  

Kaat and Oliva are two of six 
new members of Baseball’s Hall 
of Fame, voted in through the 
Veterans Committee process this 
fall. The others are Minnie Miñoso, 
Gil Hodges, Bud Fowler, and Buck 
O’Neil. 

The Veterans Committee 
actually has five subcommittees, 
representing different eras of the 
game, and that don’t meet annually. 
The subcommittees are broadly 
composed of 16 members each and 
include former players, baseball 
executives, writers and historians. 

Minnie Miñoso: Born in Perico, 
Cuba, Saturnino Orestes Armas 
Miñoso Arrieta early on got the 
nickname “Minnie.” I remember as 
a kid thrilling to the play of Miñoso 
of the Go-Go White Sox of the 
1950s, a good American League 
team along with Cleveland (all AL 
teams then played in the shadow of 
the Damn Yankees). 

Minnie was a dynamic player, 
nicknamed the Cuban Comet. He 
had all five tools: could run like the 
wind, hit for average and power, 

and played great defense in center 
field. He was an All-Star nine 
times and a three-time Gold Glove 
winner; he batted over 300 eight 
times; and twice led the American 
league in steals and triples.

Minnie integrated baseball in 
Chicago when he signed with the 
White Sox in 1951, two years 

before Ernie Banks integrated the 
Cubs. He played three seasons for 
the Cuban Giants in the Negro 
Leagues, and one year with the 
Indians who signed him to an MLB 
contract. Hall of Famer Orlando 
Cepeda called Minnie “the 
Jackie Robinson of all Latinos, 
everybody’s hero.”

Power hitting first baseman Gil 
Hodges was the rock of Jackie 
Robinson’s Brooklyn Dodgers of 
the 1950s, the Boys of Summer. 
An eight-time All-Star with three 
Gold Gloves, Hodges long had 
the distinction of being the player 
with the most votes on the writers’ 
ballot without gaining induction.

After his playing career, Hodges 
was the manager of the Miracle 
Mets of 1969. He died four years 
later at 47 in the midst of his 
managerial career. 

Bud Fowler was a pioneer of 
baseball, a “baseball nomad,” 
who played all over the country 
(including Montpelier, Vt., in 
1887!), on dozens and dozens of 
teams as the game took root as 
a cultural institution in the last 
quarter of the 19th century. Fowler 
is acknowledged as the first Black 
professional baseball player, and 
was a good player indeed. His 
contemporary, Hall of Famer Sol 
White, referred to Bud as “the 

celebrated promoter of colored ball 
clubs, and the sage of baseball.”

Fowler’s induction is a return 
home in some respects: he was 
born John W. Jackson in Fort 
Plains, N.Y., just a stone’s throw 

from Cooperstown where he 
played ball as kid (why he took on 
the name Fowler, we don’t know). 
He played largely on white teams 
before the color line was imposed. 
His peripatetic life is a fascinating 
journey through baseball’s earliest 
days.

John “Buck” O’Neil is one of 
the most beloved figures in the 
long history of the game. Shut out 
by baseball’s color line, he excelled 
in the Negro Leagues as a player 
and as a manager for the Kansas 
City Monarchs. After MLB’s 
integration, he joined the Chicago 
Cubs as a scout from 1955-62 
and then became the Majors’ first 
Black coach for the Cubs.

Buck gave the Negro Leagues 
a face, a heart, and a personality 
in Ken Burns’ 18-hour baseball 
documentary (1994). To get a 
sense of Buck’s remarkable nature, 
read Joe Posnanski’s wonderful 
book “The Soul of Baseball: A 
Road Trip Through Buck O’Neil’s 
America.” 

The results of the annual 
Baseball Writers Association of 
America Hall of Fame vote will be 
announced on Jan. 25. This year’s 
vote is immersed in controversy, as 
Clemens and Bonds and Schilling 
are all in their 10th and final year 
of eligibility — and Big Papi and 

A-Rod are in their first. 
I have no problem honoring the 

six that entered the Hall this fall: 
there’s no controversy or stain 
of scandal among them, Hall of 
Famers indeed!

ORESTES “MINNIE” MIÑOSO, 
the Cuban Comet, integrated 
Chicago baseball for the White 
Sox in 1949 after playing three 
years for the New York Cubans 
in the Negro Leagues. Miñoso 
was an All-Star nine times in his 
17-year MLB career.

Painting by Graig Kreindler used with 
the permission of Jay Caldwel

BORN A STONE’S throw from 
Cooperstown in 1858, Bud 
Fowler was baseball’s first Black 
professional player. A “baseball 
nomad,” he played all over the 
country (even Montpelier, Vt.!) 
on white teams until the game 
was segregated in 1887, and 
then organized and played on 
Black teams until 1904. 

Painting by Graig Kreindler used with 
the permission of Jay Caldwell

BUCK O’NEIL WAS a stalwart 
player and manager for the 
Kansas City Monarchs in the 
Negro Leagues, the a scout 
(1955-62) and first Black coach 
(’62) in Major League Baseball 
for the Chicago Cubs. For 60 
years after his playing career 
ended, he was an ambassador 
for the Negro leagues and 
baseball itself. He died at 94 in 
2006.

Lindholm
(Continued from Page 1B)

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Vergennes, Middlebury and Mount 
Abraham all picked up wins in 
recent local high school girls’ 
basketball action, but Otter Valley 
saw a short winning streak come to 
an end. 
COMMODORES

On Dec. 30, the Commodores 
broke the game open with an 18-1 
advantage in the second quarter 
on the way to a 53-18 victory over 
visiting Winooski. 

Good defense and a balanced 
attack boosted VUHS. Ryley 
Dubois (13 points) and Felicia 
Poirier (10) reached double figures, 
while Kyra Bradford and Jasmine 
Little (eight each) and Kaelin 
Sullivan (seven) also contributed. 
Kiara Mack led Winooski with 
seven points.

The Commodores improved to 
4-1. They were set to host a tough 
Division I Colchester team on 
Wednesday after the deadline for 
this edition, and have a date at North 
Country on Saturday.
TIGERS

On Dec. 30, the Tigers defeated 
host Montpelier, 56-51, evening 
their record at 3-3 in the process. 
MUHS bolted to an 18-4 lead after 
the first period and staved off a 
Solon rally. 

Ele Sellers tossed in 19 points to 
spark the Tiger offense. Hannah 
Turner scored 11, and Makayla 
Swan added seven. Ireland Donahue 
scored 20 for Montpelier. 

The Tigers were set to visit the 
Eagles on Wednesday, but that 
game was postponed due to COVID 
concerns. MUHS is scheduled to 

host Missisquoi on Saturday at 
12:30 p.m.
EAGLES

On Monday the Eagles rallied late 
to pull out a 41-36 victory at Burr 
& Burton and improve to 5-1. They 
trailed, 36-32, with two-and-a-half 
minutes to go before scoring the 
game’s final nine points. 

Abby Reen made a layup to start 
the surge and then stole the ball, a 
play that led to a Madi Gile layup 
that tied the score. After a Bulldog 
miss, Maia Jensen sank a go-ahead 
three-pointer, and then Gile nailed 
down the win with two free throws 
with two seconds left.

Jensen led the Eagles with 13 
points, followed by Reen (nine), 
Morgan Barnard (eight) and Gile 
(seven). Nevaeh Camp scored 12 
for BBA.

The next game on the Eagles’ 
schedule is at Enosburg on Saturday. 
OTTERS

The Otters had won two straight 
heading into a Dec. 30 home game 
vs. West Rutland, but the visitors 
pulled away in the second half for a 
47-30 victory. Payton Guay scored 
16 for West Rutland, and Arianna 
Coombs added 10 as their team 
improved to 5-1. 

Alice Keith played well for OV 
and scored 13, and Anna Lee added 
five for the Otters, who trailed by 
just two early in the third period 
before the Golden Horde took 
charge. 

The Otters’ home game vs. Fair 
Haven on Monday was postponed. 

The 3-4 Otters are scheduled to 
visit Rutland on Thursday and host 
Windsor on Saturday.

MIDDLEBURY — In recent 
Middlebury College sports action, 
the women’s hockey and men’s 
basketball teams kept up their 
winning ways, men’s hockey won 
once in three outings, and women’s 
basketball dropped its only game. 
WOMEN’S HOCKEY

On Monday, Panther women’s 
hockey, ranked No. 1 in NCAA 
Division III, remained unbeaten by 
topping visiting UMass-Boston, 8-0. 
The Panthers improved to 8-0 and 
are next scheduled to host No. 10 
Endicott on Saturday at 4 p.m.

Madie Leidt made it 1-0 with 
an assist from Mary Thompson 

31 seconds into the game, and 
Middlebury added goals by Kylie 
Quinlan and Cat Appleyard in the 
first period.

Middlebury struck for four more 
goals in the second period, with Ellie 
Barney and Eve Hendrikson scoring 
before Leidt completed a hat trick in 
the final 4:26. Thompson completed 
the scoring in the third period. 

Leidt’s goals gave her 100 points 
as a Panther, with 54 goals and 46 
assists in 90 games. 

Middlebury goalies Caroline Silk 
(nine) and Elinor Keehn (seven in 
the third period) combined for 16 
saves. Two net-minders combined 

for 24 saves for the Beacons, who 
dropped to 4-7.
MEN’S BASKETBALL

The men’s basketball team (9-2) 
on Tuesday extended its win streak to 
seven by edging visiting Skidmore, 
78-74. The Panthers trailed by three 
at the half, 42-39, but quickly took 
the lead in the second half and never 
trailed again. 

The first half saw Middlebury lead 
by nine early, but Skidmore go on a 
23-6 run to go up by 42-34. But the 
Panthers scored the final five points 
of the half.

Trailing 46-43 early in the second 
half, the Panthers went on a 9-0 run 

in which Sam Stevens sank two 
three pointers to lead, 52-46. 

After Skidmore came back within 
three, the Panthers made it 76-69 on 
a jumper from Dave Brennan with 
2:43 to go. Skidmore responded with 
a 5-0 burst to make it 76-74 at 0:17, 
but Noah Osher’s two free throws 
nailed down the win. 

Osher led the Panthers with 22 
points, while Stevens tossed in 20. 
Alex Sobel contributed 15 points 
and nine rebounds to go along with 
three blocks. Brennan also grabbed 
nine boards for Middlebury and 
chipped in six points.

Skidmore center Greg Skoric 
led his team with 22 points and 10 
rebounds, and Harrison Eichelberger 
scored 20 points. 
MEN’S HOCKEY

On Saturday, the Panther men’s 
hockey team broke into the win 
column by defeating visiting St. 
Michael’s, 5-1.  The Purple Knights 
dropped to 1-6. 

The Panthers took a 1-0 lead 
with six minutes to go in the first 
on Andrew Malatesta’s shorthanded 
strike, a one-timer set up by Matt 
Myers. 

Middlebury made it 2-0 at the 9:47 
mark of the second period, when Jin 
Lee put a Nolan Moore rebound 
past Purple Knight goaltender Hugo 
Turcotte. The Panthers made it 3-0 
with a second left in the period on 
the power play. Chris Garbe snuck 

the puck inside the right post for his 
first career tally. 

Saint Michael’s Nathan Smith 
netted a rebound on a power play 
with 6:30 gone in the third period, 
but the Panthers added two goals. 
At 9:44 Tyler Capello scored after 
a scramble in front of the goal, and 
Middlebury’s Garbe made it 5-1 
at 13:20 by one-timing a rebound 
home. 

Middlebury goalie Jake Horoho 
made 20 saves, while Turcotte made 
30 stops. The Panthers killed six of 
seven penalties.

On Sunday, Hobart — ranked No. 
5 in the most recent NCAA Division 
III poll — skated out of Kenyon 
Arena with a 4-1 victory. 

Hobart (9-2-1) took a 2-0 lead 
in the first period on goals by Reid 
Lindsay and Blake Coffrey, the latter 
one on a power play.  

The Panthers made it 2-1 
halfway through the second period, 
when Paddy Bogart potted a Billy 
Dobensky rebound. But Hobart 
scored twice in the third period to 
ice the win, including a late empty-
netter. 

Adam Wisco made 28 saves for 
the Panthers, while Hobart goalie 
Joe Halstrom made 16 saves.  

On Tuesday, host Bowdoin 
defeated the Panthers, 1-0, in 
overtime. The Polar Bears improved 
to 2-4-1 as the Panthers dropped to 
1-4. 

Albert Washco netted the game’s 
lone goal at 3:05 of overtime. Joe 
Alexander sent a pass from the 
bottom of the left circle, and the 
onrushing Washco rapped it inside 
the right post.

That was the only one of 40 
Bowdoin shots to get past Horoho, 
whose 39 saves included stopping 
two first-period breakaways and 
several point-blank bids.

The Panthers’ best chances 
came from Jack Clarner, who hit a 
post; Wyatt Pastor, who Polar Bear 
netminder Alex Kozic stopped from 
the doorstep three times; and Emack 
Bentley, who in overtime redirected 
a centering pass just wide. Kozic 
made 24 saves.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
On Dec. 31, host Union (2-5) 

defeated the Panther women’s 
basketball team, 77-45. The 
Dutchwomen led at the half, 39-23, 
and put the game out of reach with a 
23-9 third period. 

Union shot 51.4%, held 
Middlebury to 31.3%, and 
outrebounded the Panthers, 53-28.  
Olivia Pachla (18 points and 13 
rebounds) and Megan Lee (15 points 
and 10 boards) led Union.

Alexa Mustafaj scored 16 for 
Middlebury, and Augusta Dixon had 
nine points and nine boards. 

The Panthers dropped to 6-4. 
Their Tuesday game at New Paltz 
was canceled.

Girls’ basketball teams net wins

Women’s hockey, men’s hoop squads win for Middlebury

OPEN TUESDAY  - SATURDAY  7:00AM-2PM
51 OSSIE ROAD |   EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-989-7200

Try our flaky, fresh pastries and delicious 
breads prepared daily by a highly skilled 

baker. Small batch, hand crafted
early every morning!

Please find the full menu 
on our webite at 
OtterEast.com 

Call Call 802-989-7220 
OR e-mail order inquiries to 
info@ottercreekbakery.com
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Upcoming Events

SKATE SHARPENING
AVAILABLE DURING ALL EVENTS

 Published schedules subject to change. 
See MSC website for latest updates

Thursday, January 6, 2022:
Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am

Stick & Puck 3:30 - 5:00 pm

Friday, January 7, 2022:
Stick & Puck 3:30 - 5:00 pm

Monday, January 10, 2022:
Stick & Puck 3:30 - 5:00 pm

Tuesday, January 11, 2022:
Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am

Thursday, January 13, 2022:
Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am

Friday, January 14, 2022:
Stick & Puck 3:30 - 5:00 pm

Tuesday, January 18, 2022:
Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am

Thursday, January 20, 2022:
Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am

final bout against Harwood-CVU 
and gave OV the decisive points in 
a close team match.

The morning scores were: 
• Fair Haven/Rutland 36, 

Harwood/CVU 16.

• Colchester 42, OV 9.
• OV 15, Harwood/CVU 12.
• Fair Haven/Rutland 36, 

Colchester 30.
• Colchester 66, Harwood/CVU 

6.
• Fair Haven/Rutland 39, OV 6.

The afternoon scores were: 
• Granville 56, St. Johnsbury 

18.
• Springfield 48, Middlebury 

21.
• Essex 48, Middlebury 12.
• Granville 48, Springfield 28.

• Essex 50, Granville 30.
• Springfield 45, St. J 18.
• Middlebury 36, St. J 24.
• Essex 45, Springfield 18.
• Essex 60, St. Johnsbury 12.
• Granville 48, Middlebury 15.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — In 

recent high school boys’ basketball 
action, Middlebury won to reach 
.500, while Otter Valley came up 
short on the road. 

Vergennes also visited OV on 
Tuesday; see story on Page 1B.

Postponements included Mount 
Abraham’s Tuesday home game 
vs. Mill River and the Tigers’ 
Tuesday game at Spaulding, 
TIGERS

A shorthanded Middlebury team 
got past winless Mill River on 
Dec. 30, 47-37. Due to illness and 
scheduling conflicts, the Tigers 
were short five players. But MUHS 
prevailed with decent defense, 
Penn Riney scoring 17 points and 
Willem Berry adding 10. Coach 

John Howe said he was concerned 
about a second-half injury to senior 
guard Nikolai Luksch.

The Tigers are scheduled to visit 
Fair Haven on Friday.
OTTERS

On Dec. 29, host Brattleboro 
outlasted OV, 51-41. The game 
was knotted at halftime, 23-23, 
before the Colonels pulled away. 
Tate Chamberlin scored 19 for the 
Colonels.

Elijah Tucker-Bryant led 
OV with 16 points, and Hayden 
Bernhardt chipped in eight points 
and 10 rebounds. OV dropped to 
1-4 heading into Tuesday’s home 
game vs. VUHS.

The Eagles are scheduled to visit 
OV on Friday.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury Union High School 
boys’ hockey team split a pair of 
games last week, bouncing back 
from its first loss of the season on 
Dec. 28 to prevail on Dec. 30 and 
end the year with a 4-1 record. 

On Dec. 30 goalie Eddie Hodde 
made 27 saves vs. visiting Milton 
and the Tigers scored three times in 
the third period to snap a scoreless 
tie as the they topped the Yellow 
Jackets, 3-0.

Kellan Bartlett netted the first 
goal at 4:48 of the third, with assists 
from Nate Muzzy and Joey Niemo, 
and Toby Draper’s unassisted 
strike at 8:05 made it 2-0. Muzzy 
capped the scoring at 13:46, from 
Draper and Bartlett. Milton goalie 
Teddy Munson made 21 saves.

Two days earlier a high school 
team from Brookline, Mass., 
dealt the Tigers a 5-4 setback 
when Brookline’s Caleb Welden 
answered a Tiger rally with the 

tiebreaking game-winner with 31 
seconds left in regulation. 

Toby Draper, from Muzzy, 
scored for MUHS in a 1-1 first 
period, but three Brookline skaters 
scored in the second period to 
make it 4-1 entering the third 
period. 

The Tigers knotted the score 
with three goals in the first 8:05 
of the third. Doing the damage 
were Niemo, from Muzzy and 
Draper; Muzzy, from Bartlett and 
Cole Schnoor; and Gus Hodde, 
from Henry Hunsdorfer and Iver 
Anderson.

Hodde made 28 saves for the 
Tigers, while Tai Dennie stopped 
10 shots for Brookline. 

Tiger boys’ hockey was 
scheduled to visit Champlain 
Valley this past Wednesday, after 
the deadline for this edition of the 
Independent, and will travel to 
face U-32 at 6:30 p.m. this coming 
Saturday.

Boys’ hockey splits games

Boys’ hoop: Tigers win, OV falls

Wrestling
(Continued from Page 1B)

MOUNT ABE 195-POUND wrestler Wyatt Allenson looks for the official signal just before he pins Tiger Liam Wagner on Dec. 29 at MUHS. 
Allenson split two matches, while Wagner went 1-3. 

Independent photo/Steve James

MOUNT ABE 160-POUND wrestler Lucas Phillips (right) goes for the takedown vs. a Springfield opponent on Dec. 29 at MUHS. Phillips 
won by pin and went 2-2 on the day.

Independent photo/Steve James

TIGER HEAVYWEIGHT BERKLEY McDermott works against his 
Springfield opponent in the first round of their match at MUHS on 
Dec. 29. McDermott lost that match while going 1-3 during the dual-
match tournament. 

Independent photo/Steve James

on an inbounds play, Ashley sank 
the last of his six three-pointers, and 
Abram Francis hit a free throw. 

OV Coach Mike Stark was happy 
with his team’s defensive effort in the 
2-3 zone, but said the combination of 
the Otters’ first-half offensive woes 
and the Commodores’ second-half 
outburst was too much to overcome.

“It was a slow start for us. In the 
second quarter we went on a little 
run to make it a four-point game 
going into the half,” Stark said. “But 
they had an answer for us and went 
on their run, and we just couldn’t get 
a stop.”

Tucker-Bryant and Greeno led 
OV with eight points apiece, and 
Owen Thomas added seven. 

The 1-5 Otters have been 
competitive in most of their games 
but, as they did on Tuesday, they tend 
to make mistakes at inopportune 
times, Stark said.

“When we got within striking 
distance, when we were right there, 
we just had some bad possessions.”

Stark attributes that in part to 
growing pains on a young team. 
Although Tucker-Bryant, Bernhardt 
and Evan Thomas are seniors, OV 
also is relying on many younger 
players, such as sophomores Aiden 
Decker and Owen Thomas and 
freshmen Drew Pelkey and Logan 
Letournean. Pelkey played the entire 
game on Tuesday, and Letourneau 
was unavailable.

“We’re a relatively young team,” 
Stark said. “It’s building for these 
guys.”

Ashley tossed in a game-high 

20 points for VUHS. Bergmans’s 
14 points included a 30-foot 
three-pointer that beat the first-
quarter buzzer, and his scoring was 
complemented by a strong effort on 
the boards that helped VUHS earn a 
35-28 advantage in that department. 
Hayden Bowen chipped in six points 
for VUHS.

VUHS Coach Josh Carter 
praised OV’s defensive effort: 
The Commodores committed an 
uncharacteristic 18 turnovers. Carter 
said the team would focus on that 
issue, but added the Otters had a lot 
to do with the statistic.  

“The guys really had to grind that 
one out,” he said. “Defensively, their 
zone was really pesky.”

Carter said the Commodores, who 
improved to 3-1, maintained their 
poise, and that proved to be decisive 
as they took charge in the second 
half. 

“Our guys just stayed calm 
throughout that situation,” he said. 
“And once we got rolling things 
opened up a little bit for us.”

Carter also noted the 
Commodores’ man-to-man defense 
continues to be effective. 

“We’ve held every team below 40 
points this season, so we’re feeling 
pretty good,” Carter said. “Our guys 
are really making their mark at that 
end of the floor.”

He added the best thing right now 
is just that the Commodores are 
playing.

“I’m just happy the guys are 
getting a chance to compete right 
now,” Carter said. “Hopefully we 
can keep this thing rolling.”

Hoops
(Continued from Page 1B)
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Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

141A Main Street, Vergennes • 802-877-6200
Open Mon-Fri - 10:00am-4:00pm • Sat 10:00am-2:00pm

SweetCharityVT.com • info@sweetcharityvt.com
Open Mon-Fri - 10:00am-4:00pm • Sat 10:00am-2:00pm

Not sure about 
what to do with your 

HOLIDAY 
DECORATIONS?
Bring them to Sweet Charity! 

We love donations 
(and they’re tax deductible).

Reader Comments

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“Enjoy in depth articles
about local issues.”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Middlebury writes:

NEACA.COM  •  sales@NEACA.com  •  518-664-9743

A.I.

Present This Ad for $1 Off 

January 8-9, 2022

Regular Hours:
  Saturday 9 AM to 5 PM
  Sunday 9 AM to 3 PM

Admission $9.00 / $8.00 Senior 
(Children under 14 Free

with Adult)

BACK 
AGAIN

Cortina Inn (formerly Holiday Inn) - Ballroom
476 US Route 7 South, Rutland, VT 05701

From the south, take a left off US Route 7
onto Holiday Drive, which goes directly to the Inn.

RUTLAND, VERMONT

Promoting the Collecting of Firearms & Militaria since 1982

THE PUBLIC is urged to participate

calendarcalendar
communitycommunity

LINCOLN — As we start out the 
new year, events and happenings in 
town are starting to be affected by 
the rising numbers of COVID cases. 
Out of precaution, the Burnham 
Hall Committee has decided to 
cancel the remainder of this season’s 
music series and the town office will 
be open, but with irregular hours. 
Please call the office at 802-453-
2980 or email them (email addresses 
can be found on their website at 
lincolnvermont.org) before going 
to the office. As of now, the library 
will continue to welcome browsing 
patrons. Masks are required inside the 
library. Curbside pickup for books, 
movies and cds is also available by 
emailing lincolnlibraryvt@gmail.
com or calling 802-453-2665. 

Take and make activity packs will 

be available at the library starting 
Friday, Jan. 7. The packs are free 
and will contain both the directions 
and materials for your child to finish 
a craft activity either with help, or 
alone, depending on age.
REMINDER

The take-out only enchilada 
fundraiser for the Lincoln Library 
will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 11 from 
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at Burnham 
Hall. Please wear a mask.
SAVE THE DATE

There will be no school for 
MAUSD students on Monday, Jan. 
17 and Tuesday, Jan. 18.

Until next time … Every Moment 
Is A Fresh Beginning. New Year, 
New Start. No Matter How Hard 
The Past, You Can Always Begin 
Again.

Reader Comments

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“Enjoy in depth articles
about local issues.”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Middlebury writes:

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip? Call Dawn 
Mikkelsen at 453-7029

Summer’s around the corner
MIDDLEBURY’S 2022 FESTIVAL ON-THE-GREEN is scheduled for July 10 through 16. 

It may seem like a long way off, but organizers are getting the ball rolling at their annual 
meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 12, 7 p.m., via Zoom.  Attend the virtual annual meeting to learn 
how you can be involved in various aspects of preparing for and hosting one of the premier 
summer arts events in Addison County. 

Independent file photo

Green Mountain Club cross-
country ski in Ripton. Thursday, 

Jan. 6, Goshen Dam. A 2-4 mile ski 
to Goshen Dam, depending on route, snow 
conditions, and if group prefers to do as a loop. If 
snow is not good, will do as a hike or snowshoe. 
Contact Morris Earle at morrisearle@gmail.com 
with questions or to register.

Age Well sit-
down meal in 

M i d d l e b u r y . 
*CANCELED*CANCELED** Friday, 

Jan 7, 11 a.m., VFW, 530 
Exchange St. Doors open 
at 11 a.m., meal served 
at 11:30 a.m. Advanced 
reservations only. 

Age Well grab and go meal 
in Starksboro. Friday, Jan. 
7, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro 
Baptist Church, Route 116. 
Please stay in your car. Drive 
up, check-in, contact-free pick up. 
Chicken and biscuit, red potatoes, 
broccoli florets, pineapple cake and 
milk. Call Michelle to reserve by 
Wednesday, Dec. 29. 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or 
pick-up and delivery may be provided. 
Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

Green Mountain Club hike in 
Ripton. Saturday, Jan. 8, Spirit in 

Nature, Goshen Rd. Easy to moderate 
hike on the Spirit in Nature trails, 3-4 miles 
maximum, minimal elevation gain. Depending 
on conditions snowshoes, microspikes and 
poles recommended. Contact leader Liana 
Merrill at merrill.liana@gmail.com to get details 
and register.

Merry Mulch in Vergennes and Middlebury. 
Saturday, Jan. 8, starting at 8 a.m. Vergennes 
Lions club members amd Middlebury Rotary 
Club members will be picking up discarded 
Christmas trees. In Vergennes they will take 
them to the stump dump, and the city crew 
will chip them for mulch that residents can use 
next summer. In Middlebury the trees go to the 
country transfer station for mulching. Try to get 
trees to curbside the night of Jan. 7, with no 
decorations left on them.

Book sale in Middlebury. Saturday, Jan. 8, 11 
a.m.-2:30 p.m., Community Room, Ilsley Public 
Library, 75 Main St. The Friends of Ilsley Public 
Library are holding this sale.

Takeout-only roast pork supper in Vergennes. 
Saturday, Jan. 8, 5-6 p.m., Vergennes United 
Methodist Church, Main Street (across from the 
Vergennes Opera House). Roast pork, stuffing, 
mashed potatoes, gravy, vegetable, applesauce 
and dessert. Adults $12. Take out preorder only. 
Must place order by 7 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 6. To 
order call 802-877-3150. 

Age Well and Vergennes Seniors 
in-person luncheon in Vergennes. 

*CANCELED*CANCELED**  Tuesday, Jan. 11, 10 
a.m., Vergennes Congregational Church, 30 
South Water St. Doors open at 10 a.m. Meal 
served at 11:45 a.m. 

Enchilada dinner fundraiser in Lincoln. 
Tuesday, Jan. 11, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Burnham 
Hall, 52 E. River Rd. Stop in for a take-out only 
to benefit the Lincoln Library. There will be 
veggie and cheese enchiladas but no vegan. 
The veggie filling will be squash based. It will 
be very hearty with cheese and red sauce. The 
chicken will have a base of green sauce and the 
beef will be red-sauce based. The food will be 
rich in flavors but not spicy. No pre-orders for 
this event. Food served in compostable boxes. 
Please don’t bring your own containers. 

Book Club in Vergennes. Tuesday, Jan. 11, 6 
p.m., Bixby Memorial Library, 258 Main St. 
Meet and discuss “The Moment of Lift: How 
Empowering Women Changes the World” by 
Melinda Gates of the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation.

Virtual book discussion. Tuesday, Jan. 11, 6:30 
p.m., hosted by Rokeby Museum. The first in 
a series of free groups from January through 
April. A discussion of “Braiding Sweetgrass: 
Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and 
the Teaching of Plants” by indigenous scientist 
Robin Wall Kimmerer. Registration in advance is 
required. More information, call Rokeby at 802-
877-3406.

Green Mountain Club snowshoe 
in Hancock. Wednesday, Jan. 12. 

Snowshoe north from Middlebury Gap 
on the Long Trail to Silent Cliffs and towards 

Burnt Hill turnoff. 1-2 miles each way, depending 
on group interest. Strenuous. Contact Morris 
Earle at morrisearle@gmail.com with questions 
or to register.

Age Well grab and go meal in Shoreham. 
Wednesday, Jan. 12, 11 a.m.-noon, Halfway 
House, Route 22A. Pick up at back door, meals 
will be brought out. Chicken and biscuit, mashed 
potatoes, stuffing, coleslaw and dessert. Open 
to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of 
any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 
to inquire. TVT requires a 48-hour notice. Call 
the restaurant to reserve at least 24-hours in 
advance. 802-897-5160. 

“The Elephant in the Room” virtual lecture 
series on Zoom. Wednesday, Jan. 12, 7 p.m. In 
“Picturing Difference: Photography, Democracy, 
and Race in the 19th Century,” Michelle Smiley 
will discuss American daguerreotype portraiture, 
its uses as both as a scientific instrument and 
as a means of picturing loved ones, as well 
as the photographic portrait as a medium of 
democratic participation, particularly for African 
American, Asian and female subjects. More info 
and registration at henrysheldonmuseum.org/
events.

Festival on-the-Green virtual annual meeting. 

THURSDAYjan
6

FRIDAYjan
7

SATURDAYjan
8

TUESDAYjan
11

WEDNESDAYjan
12

Wednesday, Jan. 12, 7 p.m., Zoom. Wanted: 
Enthusiastic volunteers to help plan the 43rd 
Annual Middlebury Summer Festival on-the-
Green. Attend our Virtual annual meeting 
to learn how you can be involved in various 
aspects of preparing for and hosting one of the 
premier summer arts events in Addison County. 
This year’s Festival dates are July 10 through 
16. More info and meeting link, email midfog@
gmail.com. 

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Vergennes. Thursday, Jan. 13, 11 

a.m., St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. 
Maple St. Please stay in your car. Drive up, 

check-in, contact free pick up. Turkey burger 
with gravy, sweet potatoes, three-bean mix, roll, 
carrot cake and milk. Call Michelle to reserve 
by Sunday, Jan. 9. 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires a 48-hour notice. 

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, Jan. 14, 3:30 

p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 
116. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-in, 
contact free pick up. Turkey burger with gravy, 
sweet potatoes, three-bean mix, roll, carrot 
cake and milk. Advanced reservations only. Call 
Michelle to reserve by Sunday, Jan. 9. 802-377-
1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and their 
spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice. 

Age Well and Vergennes Seniors 
in-person lunch in Vergennes. 

*CANCELED*CANCELED** Tuesday, Jan. 18, 10 
a.m., Vergennes Congregational Church, 

30 South Water St. Doors open at 10 a.m. Meal 
served at 11:45 a.m. 

Age Well grab and go meal in Bridport. 
Tuesday, Jan. 18, 11 a.m., Bridport 
Congregational Church, Middle Rd. Oven 
fried chicken breast, diced potatoes, peas and 
onions, roll, date and craisin cookie and milk. 
Call Michelle to reserve by Thursday, Jan 13. 
802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up 
and their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-
up and delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 
802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires a 48-
hour notice. 

Tome Talk in Middlebury. Tuesday, Jan. 18, 
6 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St., or 
Zoom. Join Renee for a discussion of this 
month’s title, “The Henna Artist.” We are 
currently offering a hybrid meeting. Meet in 
person in the lobby of IPL or join the group 
via Zoom. Stop in the library to get a copy of 
the book or visit the Adult Program page of the 
website for details.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Middlebury. Wednesday, Jan. 19, 

11:30 a.m., VFW, 530 Exchange St. 
Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-
in, contact free pick up. Oven fried chicken 
breast, diced potatoes, peas and onions, roll, 
date and craisin cookie and milk. Call Michelle 
to reserve by Jan. 14. 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-88-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires a 48-hour notice.

“Painting Alexander Twilight,” 
lecture in Middlebury. Thursday, 

Jan. 20, 5:30-7 p.m., Edgewater at 
the Falls, 1 Mill St. Painter Katie Runde will 
discuss the process of creating the portrait of 
Twilight, who was believed to have been the 
first African American college graduate and 
the first African American legislator in the U.S. 

THURSDAYjan
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Discussion and light refreshments will follow the 
lecture and slide presentation. Attendees must 
show proof of vaccination and wear masks. 
Free. Register at t 802-458-0098 or email info@
edgewatergallery-vt.com.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, Jan. 21, 3:30 

p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 
116. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-in, 
contact free pick up. Oven fried chicken breast, 
diced potatoes, peas and onions, roll, date and 
craisin cookie and milk. Advanced reservations 
only. Call Michelle to reserve by Jan. 16. 802-
377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice. 

Introduction to Ice Fishing in 
Orwell. Saturday, Jan. 22. 9 a.m., 

George Davis (Singing Cedars) Fishing 
Access. Topics to be covered include ice 

safety, hole drilling, equipment and techniques, 
regulations, and different techniques for different 
fish. Pre-registration required and can be done 
on Fish and Wildlife’s website vtfishandwildlife.
com.

FRIDAYjan
21
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22

CALENDARONLINE
addisonindependent.com

ONGOING EVENTS
KIDS AND FAMILY
Book Club for youth in Vergennes. 

2nd Saturdays, 11 a.m. Bixby Memorial 
Library, 258 Main St., 802-877-2211. 

Kids Cafe Free Movie in Middlebury. Saturdays, 
12:30-2 p.m. Marquis Theater, 65 Main St., 802-
388-4841. 

La Leche League Virtual Meeting. First 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m. Breast/chest-feeding 
support group led by Breastfeeding Peer 
Counselor and Middlebury mom Angela Scavo. 
For more info and Zoom link call Angela at 802-
349-9084.

New Moms Connection Group. Thursdays, noon, 
Zoom. Chat with other local moms who are in 
their first year postpartum. Hosted by Alison 
Underwood, counselor and social worker at 
Porter Women’s Health. Call her for consent 
forms and the Zoom link. 802-388-5608. For 
parents only.

Storytime in Brandon. Saturdays, 11 a.m., 
Brandon Free Public Library, 4 Franklin St. Little 
ones (age 0-5) and their caregivers gather for 
stories. 

Storytime in Bristol. Thursdays 10:30 a.m. 
Lawrence Memorial Library, 40 North St., 802-
453-2366. Infants, toddlers and preschool age 
(0-5). Find Marita, her ukulele and friends by the 
library garden for stories, songs and activities.

Storytime in Lincoln. Fridays 10:30 a.m., Lincoln 
Library, 222 West River Road, 802-453-2665. 
Infants, toddlers and preschool age (0-5). Little 
ones and their caregivers get together for stories 
and songs. Masks required indoors.

Virtual Mama Group. Last Wednesdays, 9:30 
a.m., Zoom. Meet other mamas in this virtual 
gathering led by Middlebury mom Angela Scavo. 
Free. Contact Angela at 802-349-9084.

ATHLETICS
Drop-in Street/Ice Hockey in Bristol. Mondays, 

5-7 p.m., Bristol Rec Park Rink, Airport Road. 
Free. Hockey players ages 13 and up join a 
pick-up game — on the street until the ice is laid 
down, than skates. All abilities welcome. Masks 
recommended; helmets required.

FUNDRAISERS & SALES
Book sale in Middlebury. First Saturdays, 11 a.m.-

2:30 p.m., Meeting Room, Ilsley Public Library, 
75 Main St. Accessed via the garden ramp or 
through the Children’s room. Masks required.
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FERRISBRUGH — Good news! 
Ferrisburgh’s skating rink is now 
ready for the winter season. There 
are two new hockey goals, four 
lights, and skates to borrow. There 
are also several hockey sticks and 
pucks for use. Please return any 
borrowed skates so they are ready for 
the next user — stored together with 
their mates and the blades clean and 
dry. The rink will be open as weather 
permits. Check the Ferrisburgh 
Skating Rink and Facility Facebook 
page or the Ferrisburgh Recreation 
Committee page on the town’s 
website for latest on weather and 
the rink’s status: facebook.com/
FerrisburghSkatingRink.

Schools are back in session after 
the winter holidays. The 
most recent information 
on COVID-19 and 
school policies and 
advice can be found 
at  anwsd.org/covid-
19-and-recovery-.php. 
The public is always 
invited to attend the 
Addison Northwest 
School District Board 
meetings, which are 
held on the second and 
fourth Monday of every 
month at 6 p.m. The 
dates, agendas, and link 
to attend virtually can 
be found anwsd.org/
anwsd-school-board.
php.  Visit the schools’ 
websites (anwsd.org) 
and other social media 
to be informed of school 
events and how we as family and 
community can support our local 
students. 

All Addison Northwest Families 
are invited to attend “Mental Health 
Matters: Beyond the Stigma,” to be 
held at the Vergennes Union High 
School on Wednesday, Jan. 26, from 
6-8 p.m. This event is for parents and 
guardians of students in grades K-12 
to learn more about how to support 
their children’s mental health needs, 
such as managing anxiety and 
promoting healthy developmental 
transitions. We all have been 
concerned about the toll of the 
COVID pandemic on the mental 
health of our children and youth, in 
addition to the many ongoing issues 
that must be navigated on the way to 
a healthy adulthood. Come join the 
discussion and learn how to support 

your child during these trying times. 
For more information, call 802-877-
2938.  

Bixby Library has formed a 
writer’s group facilitated by local 
author Lottie Wilds. The group will 
meet on the second Thursday of the 
month from 11 a.m. to noon in the 
Bixby Half Round Room. Sessions 
will include writing exercises, 
critiques, prompts, homework, 
etymology, and other skill building 
techniques. The group is intended 
for those 18 years and older. The 
first session will be Thursday, Jan. 
13. Follow Lottie on her blog, The 
Whimsy Gazette, at box2044.temp.
domains/~whimsyga/home/. For 
more information and to RSVP for 

the sessions, email to 
lottiewilds@yahoo.com. 

The Bixby Book 
Club meets the second 
Tuesday of every month 
at 6 p.m. Joining the 
group is a fun way to 
read a variety of books, 
spanning the genres of 
contemporary, literary, 
and historical fiction, 
as well as non-fiction, 
biography, and classics. 
The January session, 
held on Tuesday, Jan. 
11, will discuss the 
book, “The Moment of 
Lift: How Empowering 
Women Changes the 
World,” by Melinda 
Gates, co-chair of the 
Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation. 

The Bixby is encouraging 
participation in the Winter Reading 
Challenge: Read for a Better World. 
Registration for this program is 
now open on the Vermont libraries 
Beanstack page at vermont.
beanstack.org/. The challenge is 
for readers of all ages and runs for 
the month of January. Readers are  
encouraged to read for at least 20 
minutes a day and log their minutes 
using the Beanstack website or 
the mobile app. Participants can 
read books of their choosing, log 
minutes, participate in simple 
activities, and earn digital badges. 
Readers are encouraged to explore 
diversity, empathy, and action 
through literature by choosing books 
and stories from an array of diverse 
authors and topics. Suggested book 
titles can be found at We Need 

Diverse Books, a compilation of 
sites that offer recommendations 
for diverse titles. Bixby Library 
participants registered in the 
challenge who read over 100 minutes 
can be entered into a drawing for a 
gift certificate to a local book store. 
For more information on the reading 
challenge and how to enroll, call 
802-877-2211. 

Rokeby Museum is hosting a 
series of free virtual book discussion 
groups from January through April. 
The session on Tuesday, Jan. 11, at 
6:30 p.m. will be led by the Charlotte 
Library. The book to be discussed is 
“Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous 
Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, 
and the Teaching of Plants” by 
indigenous scientist Robin Wall 
Kimmerer. Registration in advance 
is required.  Books should be 
available in local libraries or can be 
purchased by the participants. For 
more information, call Rokeby at 
802-877-3406. 

The Town of Ferrisburgh is 
looking for a few volunteers to 
serve on a sub-committee to review 
the current payment model for the 
Vergennes Fire Department and 
try to determine how it should be 
reformatted. These meetings may be 
once or twice a month for three or 
four months. Email the Town Clerk 
at TownClerk@FerrisburghVT.org 
or call the town office at 802-877-
3429 if you are interested. 

The Town of Ferrisburgh is 
looking for an animal control officer/
dog warden. This is an appointed 
position. Duties and responsibilities 
include investigating complaints 
pertaining to domestic animals, 
dealing tactfully but firmly with 
animal owners and neighbors, 
capturing strays and ensuring that all 
dog bites are reported to the health 
officer in a timely manner. Payment 
is a yearly stipend. Please call 
the Town Clerk’s Office for more 
information at 802-877-3429, or 
email TownClerk@FerrisburghVt.
org.

A reminder that Ferrisburgh’s 
Selectboard meetings are held on 
the first and third Tuesday of every 
month. The schedules and agendas 
are posted on the Town’s website. 
These meetings are held in person 
and also virtually. The information 
can be accessed on the town’s 
website at tinyurl.com/Ferrisburgh-
selectboard.

MONKTON — Effective Dec. 
27, and until further notice, the 
Monkton Municipal offices will 
have limited access. Limited 
in-person visits will be by 
appointment only. The following 
is contact information for each 
office:

• Town Clerk — Sharon 
Gomez; 802-453-3800, Fax: 802-
453-5612; townclerk@monktonvt.
com; Monday and Friday, 8 a.m.-
1 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. and 4-7 p.m.

• Treasurer — William Joos, 
802-453-3812 Fax: 802-453-
5612; treasurer@monktonvt.com; 
Monday and Friday, 8 a.m.-1 p.m.; 
Tuesday and Thursday, 8 a.m.-1 
p.m. and 4-7 p.m.

• Zoning Administrator 
— Kris Perlee, 802-453-3821, 

Fax: 802-453-5612; zoning@
monktonvt.com; Tuesday, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., Thursday, 4-7 p.m.

• Listers: John Howard & 
Bernie Wisniowski, 802-453-
4515, Fax: 802-453-5612; listers@
monktonvt.com; Tuesday, 8-11 
a.m., Thursday, 5-7 p.m.

The Russell Memorial Library 
was closed for Dec. 25 and Jan. 
1. The librarians are offering book 
pick-up for patrons who choose 
not to enter the library. Plan for 
book pick-up during regular 
hours of Tuesday and Thursday 
3-7:00 p.m. and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Friday and Saturday. Due to 
the Town Hall being closed to the 
public, call for information as to 
access before going to the library. 
Call 802-453-4471 or e-mail 
russellmemlibrary@gmail.com.  

The hold function on the catalog 
page also sends a notification to 
their e-mail.

During this unsure time of the 
spread of COVID and it’s variants, 
it is always wise to wear a mask in 
all public places whether requested 
or not.

The Monkton Recycling Center 
returns to normal recycling days 
of the 2nd and 4th Saturday of 
each month from 9 a.m. to noon. 
There is also a new trash hauler at 
the center collecting your bags of 
trash; Acker Waste Management. 
These are the new trash bag 
prices: small bag, $4, large bag 
$6, 5 gallons of compost $2. Acker 
Waste Management will be at the 
center during the regular recycling 
days and hours. Next recycling 
date Jan. 8.

NEWS

Monkton Have a news tip?
Call Liz Pecor at 453-2180

NEWS

Ferrisburgh Have a news tip? Call  Sally Kerschner at 877-2625
or smwkersch@comcast.net

Holiday tradition
EVERY DECEMBER MARK and Deb Rickner set up a display of the American Flyer train set that Mark’s family set up on Christmas Eve during his childhood in 

Middletown, N.J. With a few cars and an HO trolley added, it is the same train that has been set up for 73 years. Several of the buildings, including the train station 
and church, are based on real buildings in Middletown. Mark’s dad constructed all the buildings himself. 

Photos courtesy of Deb Rickner

All Addison 
Northwest 
Families 
are invited 
to attend 
“Mental 
Health 
Matters: 
Beyond the 
Stigma,” to 
be held at the 
Vergennes 
Union High 
School on 
Wednesday, 
Jan. 26, from 
6-8 p.m.

Students of the Week from all area high schools 
will receive a gift certificate from Vermont Book 

Shop and a mug from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!

If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week 
contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Middlebury Union High School

Greg Wilhelm
MUHS

STUDENT OF THE WEEKSTUDENT OF THE WEEK

Greg Wilhelm
Middlebury Union High School introduces Greg Wilhelm of Cornwall 

as its Student of the Week. Greg is the youngest son of Tracy and Bruce 
Wilhelm. He has two older brothers, Luke, a mountain guide in Ecuador, 
and Henry, who resides in Seattle. Greg and his parents moved to Vermont 
in January of his 10th-grade year. Greg says it was an easy transition due 
to the welcoming environment and friendly community at MUHS. He thanks 
Brooke Jette for being his “official greeter” and introducing him to his new 
classmates. 

Greg quickly got involved in activities at MUHS and said it was a great 
way to meet people and make new friends. The first club he joined was Best 
Buddies and he says it is his favorite activity. He is also a member of the 
human rights club, SCHOR. He is especially proud to have been among the 
students involved in raising the Black Lives Matter flag at the high school. He 
also participates in MAC and Hope Happens Here. Greg contributes time and talent to Tiger athletics as a member 
of the varsity soccer and track teams. A student whose name regularly appears on the honor roll, Greg says he 
admires all of his teachers, but especially wants to thank Mr. Krahn and Mr. Harrington for “always making class so 
interesting!”

Greg spent the fall semester of his sophomore year doing Swiss Semester. Based in Zermatt, the program 
focused on academics, outdoor adventures and personal growth and independence while living internationally. Greg 
describes the experience as “life changing” and as something he will never forget. While there he spent considerable 
time in the mountains, exploring geological formations and learning about cultural heritage. The courses he took, 
he says, helped shape his interests in environmental science, a subject he plans to pursue in college. Greg has 
created a college list that includes institutions where he can focus on the sciences and are located near mountains, 
including some colleges in Europe.

The community at Middlebury Union High School all consider Greg to be a positive influence and thoughtful 
leader. His style is inclusive in nature. He’s thoughtful and kind and always has a smile when greeting others in the 
hallway. These traits will serve him well as he prepares to move on to higher education.

We wish him well in what will surely be a promising future.

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics 

802-388-8999
Middlebury

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
388-6054

M-F 7:15-5:30 & Sat. 8-3
countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

We’ve Got You Covered!

Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations to:

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 
• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT
802-388-3371

Congratulations

Stop by to grab 
your mug!

27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Greg

Greg

Greg

Greg

Greg
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration 
carpentry/contractors
computers
construction
dental services

engineering
excavation
firewood
flooring

heating &
    air conditioning
home inspections
masonry
paintingBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

1438 S. Brownell Rd. • PO Box 159 • Williston, VT 05495
802-862-5590 • www.gmeinc.biz

Alan Huizenga, P.E., President
Steven L. Palmer, P.E.

Brad Washburn, P. E. • Montpelier

“INNOVATIVE ENGINEERING SOLUTIONS 
WITH A COMMON SENSE APPROACH

DELIVERED TO OUR CLIENTS IN A
PROFESSIONAL, COST EFFECTIVE AND 

PERSONAL MANNER”

ENGINEERING

PLACE YOUR AD HERE

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING FURNACES

DO YOU WINTERIZE HOUSES? 
YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

CALL 802-388-4944

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

Dupont Auto
4087 States Prison Hollow Rd

Monkton Ridge, VT 05469
(802)453-3562 • dupontauto7@gmail.com
Full service shop. We do comprehensive 
Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs from 
Oil Changes to Engine Rebuilds and 
Replacements. Our Body/Collision Shop does 
all levels of repair and restoration. 

24 hour towing and road side service.

DENTAL SERVICES

      Bristol Park Dental

6 PARK PLACE, BRISTOL, VT    802.453.7700

 BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

We are here for all of your dental needs, 
and offer the highest quality comprehensive 
care.  We are proud to bring the full range 
of dental services to our community, and to 
be your premiere implant provider.

Where a Happy, Healthy Smile is a Walk in the Park!

Accepting all insurances, and in network with Delta Dental, 
CIGNA, United Concordia, & CBA Blue.  No insurance? 

No problem.  Dental membership plans now available!

The PC Medic of Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont is now offering 

socially-distanced 
computer services.

Call for a remote tune-up 
today, and get your PC
running correctly again!

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

FLOORING

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.
Interior & Exterior

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free 
Estimates 

References 

Fully 
Insured

Hummingbird
   Paint &
   Carpentry

Interior/Exterior 

802-377-2030
New Haven, VT

Fully 
Insured

Free
Estimates

PAINTING

NEED A PAINTER?
BOOK NOW FOR SPRING!

HOME INSPECTIONS

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

FLOORING

ADVERTISE HERE TOADVERTISE HERE TO
FILL YOUR CALENDARFILL YOUR CALENDAR
CALL 802-388-4944.CALL 802-388-4944.

WINTER IS HERE!WINTER IS HERE!

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation 
Insulation • Replacement

Plasma Art • Torches • Welding 
Plasma Table • Duct Cleaning

H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local!   802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation
Insulation • Replacement

Duct Cleaning
H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local! 802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

www.vermontcustommoldings.com

EXCAVATION

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

DO YOU DO YOU 
CLEAN  CLEAN  
FURNACES?  FURNACES?  
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

STORAGE
4 Sizes ~ Self-locking units
Hardscrabble Rd., Bristol

Monthly prices
6’x12’ $30 • 8’x12’ $45

10’x12’ $55 • 12’x21’ $75

VISIT US ON 
FACEBOOK www.livingstonfarmlandscape.com

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting

plumbing
property management
registration assistance
renewable energy

roofing
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
storage

surveying
tree service
wood heating

SURVEYING

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

CHECK US
OUT

ONLINE AT
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

STORAGE

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

LOOK HERE FIRST!!

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

WOOD HEATINGWOOD HEATING

DO YOU SELL WOOD?DO YOU SELL WOOD?
CLEAN CHIMNEYS?CLEAN CHIMNEYS?

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Rodney Orvis, L.S.

Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys
FEMA Elevation Certificates

135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 
388-3511    shortsurveying@gmail.com

PLUMBING

YOUR AD
SHOULD BE HERE!

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

WOOD HEATING

PAINTING

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Phone (802) 537-3555

as seen at Addison County Field Days!
Michael Doran

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Made You Look
Imagine what
this space
could do for
your business

GETGET
RESULTS!RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC
JEANNE MILLER (802) 349-8483 • roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com

2877 Ethan Allen, Highway, Unit 2, New Haven, VT. 05472

NEW SNOWMOBILE OR ATV?NEW SNOWMOBILE OR ATV?
We can register it!
We can register all cars, trucks and

RV’s here in Addison County!

Acorn Painting

Interior/
Exterior

Honest
Dependable

Fully 
Insured

Mike Dever • michael@acornpainting.com
802-453-5611  (c) 802-373-9176

Acorn Painting

Battell
Block

• 6’x5’: $30
• 6’x7’: $35
• 5’x10’: $40
• 8’x7’: $45
• 5’x11’: $45
• 6’x11’: $50
• Bike storage 
  $10/month

Climate Controlled Storage UnitsClimate Controlled Storage Units

CONVENIENT 

DOWNTOWN LOCATION

Call or email today
802.231.1311

gciffo@neddere.com  
www.nedderealestate.com

Monthly Rates

GET RESULTS!GET RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

Reach Thousands 
through our

Advertising Section 
List YOUR Business where 

people look for local services 
for home improvements 

of all kinds.

Call or email the 
Addison Independent

802-388-4944
advertising@addisonindependent.com

BUSINESS & SERVICES
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking.  
Middlebury hosts online 
meetings, Sunday nights at 
7:15 pm and Wednesdays 
a t  1 :30  pm.   V i s i t 
vermontalanonalateen.org 
for the link and list of other 
meetings in the region.  If 
you’d like to speak to an 
Al-Anon member, call our 
answering service (866-
972-5266) and an Al-Anon 
member will call you back.

A L C O H O L I C S 
ANONYMOUS in person 
meetings are suspended 
until further notice.  For a 
list of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is temporarily closed.  
Due to COVID-19 we are 
now holding our meetings 
online. For up-to-date infor-
mation on how to access 
recovery services remotely 
please visit  https://turning-
pointaddisonvt.org/covid-
19-page-2/.’

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

HANDYMAN Services 
Middlebury, VT. Contact 
Theron Riley at 802-989-
7388.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

FREE CAMP WOOD. 
You haul away. Monday 
- Wednesday pick up. 453-
2897.

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

For Rent
ADDISON: Senior couple 
interested in volunteerism, 
growing veggies & practic-
ing music, seeking house-
mate to lend a hand with 
snow/yard work. $550/
mo. + utils. Must be cat-
friendly. 802-863-5625 or 
HomeShareVermont.org 
for application. Interview, 
refs, background checks 
req. EHO

DEADLINES: Thurs. noon for Mon. paper
Mon. 5 p.m. for Thurs. paper

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! 
An ad placed for consecutive issues (Mondays & Thursdays) is run 4th time free!

PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial re-
sponsibility for errors in ads, but will rerun 
classified ad in which the error occurred. 
No refunds will be possible. Advertiser 
will please notify us of any errors which 
may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices
Card of Thanks
Personals
Services
Free**
Lost ’N Found**
Garage Sales 
Lawn & Garden
Opportunities
Adoption

Work Wanted
Help Wanted
For Sale
Public Meetings**
For Rent
Want to Rent
Wood Heat
Real Estate
Animals

Att. Farmers
Motorcycles
Cars
Trucks
SUVs
Snowmobiles
Boats
Wanted
Real Estate Wanted
Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

Highway Maintenance

The Town of Hinesburg is seeking 

individuals to fill various positions 
within the Highway Department. A valid 

VT issued CDL is required. Full-time and 

seasonal positions are available. Full-time 

positions offer competitive pay and an 

excellent benefits package.
A $2,000 bonus will be given upon 

successful completion of a 6-month 

probation period for both full-time and 

seasonal positions.

To learn more about these opportunities, 

please contact the Town Manager at todit@

hinesburg.org or 482-4206. A job description 

and employment application are located on 

the town website Hinesburg.org. 
The Town of Hinesburg is an equal opportunity employer.  

We seek a part-time Program Manager managing 

the public and back-end activities of the 

LiveGreenVT (LGV) Climate & Energy Online 

Guide and Directory (https://livegreenvt.org/) and 

act as the principal public face and voice for LGV, 

including to sponsors, listers, and the general 

public.

LiveGreenVT promotes sustainable 

businesses and organizations, in turn 

enabling consumers to make more

climate-conscious decisions. 

Applications will be accepted through

anuar  th or until the position is fille .
Please submit applications by email to Steve Maier 

at sbmaier55@gmail.com.

Applications should include a cover letter, resume, 

three references, and up to three relevant work 

samples. More details are available at: https://

ceacac.org/seeking-livegreenvt-program-manager/ 

Seeking Program Manager Shard Villa 
A Level 3 Residential Care Home

Now Hiring 
~ Care Givers ~

3pm-11pm Evening shift   
&

11pm-7am Overnight shift   

Competitive pay plus shift  
diff erentials for evenings, nights 

and weekends.

Call for an interview today! 
802-352-4369

www.shardvilla.org

Competitive pay plus shift  
diff erentials for evenings, nights 

and weekends.

Call for an interview today! 
802-352-4369

www.shardvilla.org

Competitive pay plus shift  
diff erentials for evenings, nights 

and weekends.

Call for an interview today! 
802-352-4369

www.shardvilla.org

Competitive pay plus shift  
diff erentials for evenings, nights 

and weekends.

Call for an interview today! 
802-352-4369

www.shardvilla.org

Competitive pay plus shift  
diff erentials for evenings, nights 

and weekends.

Call for an interview today! 
802-352-4369

www.shardvilla.org

Competitive pay plus shift  
diff erentials for evenings, nights 

and weekends.

Call for an interview today! 
802-352-4369

www.shardvilla.org

~ Care Givers ~
3pm-11pm Evening shift   

11pm-7am Overnight shift   

Competitive pay plus shift  Competitive pay plus shift  Competitive pay plus shift  

~ Care Givers ~
3pm-11pm Evening shift   

11pm-7am Overnight shift 

Competitive pay plus shift  Competitive pay plus shift  

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

3 x 5.5 col CD
vt coffee

3 x 4.25 col CD
specialized comm

care

Searching for the right job?

Check outCheck out
the Addy Indythe Addy Indy

every week!every week!

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Public Meetings Public Meetings Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

LOOKING TO ACHIEVE NEW GOALS IN 2022?
BECOME AN RSVP VOLUNTEER!

RSVP of Addison County connects volunteers age 55 and up with organizations that need their support. RSVP 
provides a wide range of opportunities from delivering healthy meals to neighbors, helping community members 
with transportation or finding affordable housing to supporting a senior, providing new homes for pets or assisting 
organizations as a handyperson. RSVP will help you find an opportunity to fit with your causes, 
interests and schedule.

To learn more, please visit www.volunteersinvt.org or call us at 802-388-7044.

RSVP of Addison County 79 Court Street, Suite 7, Middlebury, VT 05753

Wishing you health & happiness in the new year!

Please contact us at 802-388-6388

Web: www.sccvt.org    |    Email:  denise.smith@sccvt.org

Begin a career in 2022, 
don’t start a job. 

Spend your time doing work
that makes a real difference.

We need great people
who want to help great people.

Are you compassionate, kind, resilient, and adaptable? 

Specialized Community Care is seeking unique individuals 

who will act as mentors, coaches, and friends to provide 

support for adults in Addison, Rutland, Franklin and Chittenden 

Counties with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. This 

is a fun and rewarding career spent “Off the Couch.” We 

provide extensive training, support, professional growth and 

advancement opportunities in a family work environment. We 

offer pay increases after a probationary period and further 

advancement and pay for self-paced skill building. We want 

to hire your values and train the skills that will help make you 

successful. 

Let’s talk!

Manufacturing Associate
Looking for a new opportunity in a fun, friendly, fast-paced 

work environment with competitive pay and excellent 
benefits? Come join the team at Vermont Coffee Company, 

now part of Stonewall Kitchen’s Family of brands!

The Manufacturing Associate’s primary focus is to pack
the roasted coffee and to ensure the final presentation 

meets the highest quality standards.

Must be able to lift and pull up to 45lbs.
Schedule is 32 hours/week Monday-Friday starting at 8am.

Complete the online application
at www.stonewallkitchen.com/jamminjobs

The health and safety of our employees is our highest 
priority. We follow all CDC, Vermont, and local guidelines 

with regard to COVID-19.
Because we are a sensory-sensitive company we cannot employ smokers.
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TOWN OF ADDISON
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Addison Development Review Board will convene a public hearing on 
Monday, January 24, 2022 at 7:00 P.M. via Zoom to address the following 
applications:

Please note: time, date and meeting place change.
1. Application (#21-28) from Robert Hussey, Lynn Sluiter and Brent Perkins 

for the Board‘s approval of a boundary-line adjustment between their 
property on Lake Street (tax map ID# 04-02-27-000) and the neighboring 
property of Brent Perkins (tax map ID# 04-02-28-000) involving the transfer 
of approximately 7.24 +/- acres from Perkins to Hussey/Sluiter.  Both lots 
are now non-conforming with the road frontage requirements of the Town’s 
Zoning Regulations, and both will remain so after the proposed transfer, but 
there will be no change in the degree of non-conformity.

2. Application (#22-01) from Dana Franklin to consider an application for the 
Board’s approval for a Conditional-Use changing a single- family dwelling 
into a two- family dwelling (tax map ID# 08-02-13).

The applications are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office during 
normal office hours.  Interested parties who wish to appeal or to be heard 
must attend the hearing or may be represented by an agent or an attorney.  
Communications relating to the application may be filed in writing with the Board 
either before or during the hearings.

N.B.: Participation in a hearing is necessary to establish status as an “interested 
person” and the right to appeal a decision rendered in that hearing, according 
to the provisions of  24 V.S.A. 117 S.S.4464 (a) (1) (C), 4465(b) and 4471 (a).  
Participation consists of offering through oral or written testimony, evidence or a 
statement of concern directly related to the subject of the hearing. 

John Spencer, Chair 
Starr Phillips, Board Secretary

Michael Wojociechowski, Zoning Administrator

To join Zoom meeting, please contact Addison Town Clerk’s Office at 
802-759-2020 or addisontown@gma.net for the link to the meeting. 

PROPOSED STATE RULES
By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in 

newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a chance 
to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative rules are now 
also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules/ . The law requires 
an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested to do so in 
writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special needs 
please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible. 

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain copies 
of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed rule(s), please call 
or write the contact person listed below. You may also submit comments in writing 
to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, State House, Montpelier, 
Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).

Licensing Regulations for Afterschool Child Care Programs.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 21P041
AGENCY: Agency of Human Services, Department for Children and Families
CONCISE SUMMARY: Rule 3.15 is amended to include non-discriminatory 
enrollment language found in both the Center Based Child Care and Preschool 
Program (CBCCPP) licensing regulations and Registered and Licensed Family 
Child Care Homes (FCCH) licensing regulations. Rule 4.7 is amended to include 
the non-discrimination assurance language found in both the CBCCPP and 
FCCH licensing regulations. Rule 8.6 is amended to include the respect for 
diversity language found in both the CBCCPP and FCCH licensing regulations. 
Rule 18.66 (Rule Variance) is amended to prohibit the Department from granting 
variances to rules 3.15, 4.7, and 8.6 to ensure that afterschool programs operate 
in a non-discriminatory manner. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Heidi Moreau, Vermont Agency of 
Human Services, Department for Children & Families, HC 1 South, 280 State 
Drive, Waterbury, VT 05671- 1080 Tel: 802-595-9639 E-Mail: heidi.moreau@
vermont.gov URL: https://dcf.vermont.gov/cdd/laws-regs.   
FOR COPIES: Christel Michaud, Vermont Agency of Human Services, 
Department for Children & Families, NOB1, 280 State Drive, Waterbury, VT 
05671-1040 Tel: 802-224-6940 Email: christel.michaud@vermont.gov

Child Care Licensing Regulations:
Center Based Child Care and Preschool Programs.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 21P042
AGENCY: Agency of Human Services, Department for Children and Families
CONCISE SUMMARY: Rule 2.7 (Rule Variance) is amended to prohibit the 
Department from granting variances to rules 3.5 (Nondiscriminatory Enrollment), 
4.7 (Communicating CBCCPP Policies and Procedures), 6.1.4.3 (Respect for 
Diversity), and 6.2.5.1 (Quality of Interactions) to ensure that center-based child 
care and preschool programs operate in a non-discriminatory manner. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Heidi Moreau, Vermont Agency of 
Human Services, Department for Children & Families, HC 1 South, 280 State 
Drive, Waterbury, VT 05671- 1080 Tel: 802-595-9639 E-Mail: heidi.moreau@
vermont.gov URL: https://dcf.vermont.gov/cdd/laws-regs.   
FOR COPIES: Christel Michaud, Vermont Agency of Human Services, Department 
for Children & Families, NOB1, 280 State Drive, Waterbury, VT 05671-1040 Tel: 
802-224-6940 Email: christel.michaud@vermont.gov Waterbury, VT 05671-1040 
Tel: 802-224-6940 Email: christel.michaud@vermont.gov

Licensing Regulations for Registered and Licensed Family Child Care Home.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 21P043
AGENCY: Agency of Human Services, Department for Children and Families
CONCISE SUMMARY: Rule 2.7 (Rule Variance) is amended to prohibit the 
Department from granting variances to rules 3.4 (Nondiscriminatory Enrollment), 
4.7 (Communicating FCCH Policies and Procedures), 6.1.4.3 (Respect for 
Diversity), and 6.2.3 (Quality of Interactions) to ensure that family child care 
homes operate in a non-discriminatory manner. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Heidi Moreau, Vermont Agency of 
Human Services, Department for Children & Families, HC 1 South, 280 State 
Drive, Waterbury, VT 05671- 1080 Tel: 802-595-9639 E-Mail: heidi.moreau@
vermont.gov URL: https://dcf.vermont.gov/cdd/laws-regs.  
FOR COPIES: Christel Michaud, Vermont Agency of Human Services, 
Department for Children & Families, NOB1, 280 State Drive, Waterbury, VT 
05671-1040 Tel: 802-224-6940 Email: christel.michaud@vermont.gov
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BRANDON: PARK VIL-
LAGE apartments is cur-
rently taking waitlist applica-
tions for 1 and 2 bedroom 
apartments. Senior 62+ 
housing available.  Minimum 
occupancy requirements 
for affordable units.  No 
smoking/No pets. Income 
limits apply- rent based on 
income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity. 802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

EAST MIDDLEBURY fur-
nished room. All included; 
fully equipped kitchen, wi-fi, 
w/d, parking, all utilities.  
Private entrance.  Clean, 
quiet, safe. $500 per 
month. Text Sue 802-989-
8941.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Att. Farmers
SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455. 

HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SEEKING VISIONARY, 
motivated partners to es-
tablish organic, permac-
ulture farming on already 
totally setup small farm 
in Orwell for purpose of 
integration into the loca-
vore movement. Contact 
thetriballands@gmail.com

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

It’s against the law to 
discriminate

when advertising housing

Let us help you sift through the complexities of 
the Fair Housing Law. Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison Independent at (802) 
388-4944. 

Talk to our sales professionals.

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You can’t say “no children” 
or “adults only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government  
is watching for such discrimination.

Wanted

For Rent For Rent

For Rent

Att. Farmers

PUBLIC
NOTICE

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located 

in Frank Mahady Courthouse 
is available to accept passport 

applications and provide 
passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED. 
FACE MASKS REQUIRED.

(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Wednesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

ACT 250 NOTICE
MINOR APPLICATION #9A0177-5

10 V.S.A. §§ 6001 – 6093
On December 20, 2021, the President & Fellows of Middlebury College filed 

application #9A0177-5 for a project generally described as a variety of interior 
and exterior improvements in and around Johnson Memorial Building, including: 
(1) interior renovation of Johnson Memorial Building, (2) construction of a new 
pavilion, (3) replacement of the water main connection, and (4) exterior walk 
and landscape improvements. The project is located at 356 College Street 
in Middlebury, Vermont. No hearing will be held, and a permit may be issued 
unless, on or before Wednesday, January 26th, 2022, a person notifies the 
Commission of an issue or issues requiring the presentation of evidence at a 
hearing, or the Commission sets the matter for a hearing on its own motion. 
Any person as defined in 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)(1) may request a hearing. Any 
hearing request must be in writing to the address below, must state the criteria 
or sub-criteria at issue, why a hearing is required and what additional evidence 
will be presented at the hearing. Any hearing request by an adjoining property 
owner or other person eligible for party status under 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)(1)
(E) must include a petition for party status under the Act 250 Rules. Findings 
of Fact and Conclusions of Law may not be prepared unless the Commission 
holds a public hearing. The application and a draft permit may be viewed on the 
Natural Resources Board’s Act 250 database here: https://anrweb.vt.gov/ANR/
vtANR/Act250SearchResults.aspx?Num=9A0177-5. If you have a disability for 
which you need accommodation in order to participate in this process (including 
participating in a public hearing, if one is held), please notify us as soon as 
possible, in order to allow us as much time as possible to accommodate your 
needs. For more information contact the District Coordinator listed below.
 Josh Donabedian, Coordinator
 District 9 Environmental Commission
 10 Baldwin Street
 Montpelier VT 05633-3201
 joshua.donabedian@vermont.gov

TOWN OF GOSHEN - INVITATION TO BID
Town of Goshen is accepting bids for pavement and road improve-
ment work starting July 1, 2022.  Location is Town Hill Rd from 73 to 
the intersection of Carlisle Hill Rd.  Work to include; culvert replace-
ment and additional culvert installation, river embankment shoring, 
road base improvement, and paving.  Bids by mail or in person must 
be received by January 24, 2022 at the 7pm Selectboard Meeting.  
Bids will be opened then.  If the bid is accepted by the board, it will 
be pending upon voter approval on February 28, 2022.  For more 
information contact Jeff Cathcart at cathcartjc@gmail.com.

Auctions

ARTS+LEISURE
EVERY THURSDAY IN YOUR ADDY INDY

     Public Notices Index
Public Notices for the  following can be found  on Pages 9B and 10B.

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police on Dec. 30 cited Timothy 
Farr, 68, of Middlebury for 
unlawful trespass on Mary Hogan 
Elementary School property.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Responded to a noise 
complaint at a Valley View Road 
residence on Dec. 26.

• Responded to a noise 
complaint in the Court Street 
neighborhood on Dec. 27.

• Responded to a report of a 
person having a mental health 
crisis at a North Pleasant Street 
residence on Dec. 29. Police said 

Police Log
Middlebury

Man cited for unlawful trespass at a school

Middlebury Regional EMS took 
the man to Porter Hospital.

• Removed an unwanted person 
from a Court Street residence on 
Dec. 29.

• Served a temporary restraining 
order on Dec. 29 to a man who 
wasn’t wanted on Porter Hospital 
grounds.

• Helped a local resident on 
Dec. 29 locate their vehicle, which 
had been towed.

• Assisted MREMS with a man 
who was reportedly having a mental 
health episode at the Residence at 
Otter Creek on Dec. 29.

• Ticketed a vehicle parked in 
violation of the winter parking ban 

near the intersection of Main Street 
and Merchants Row on Dec. 29.

• Took a suicidal man to 
Porter Hospital for mental health 
evaluation on Dec. 29.

• Responded to a report of a 
person having  a mental health 
crisis in the North Pleasant Street 
area on Dec. 30.

• Investigated a report of a 
person allegedly consuming 
alcohol on Mary Hogan School 
grounds on Dec. 30.

• Received a report about a 
person refusing to leave a Court 
Street apartment on Dec. 30.

• Were informed of a suspected 
theft from a Seminary Street home 
on Dec. 30. Police said they would 
increase patrols in that area.

• Helped MREMS get into a 
locked apartment to respond to a 
medical alarm on Dec. 30.

• Ticketed vehicles in violation 
of the town’s winter parking 

ordinance in the downtown on 
Dec. 30.

• Responded with MREMS to a 
Court Street residence on Dec. 30 
to assist a suicidal individual.

• Assisted MREMS with a 
woman who was having a mental 
health episode in the Main Street 
area on Dec. 31.

• Responded to a report of a 
dispute between an individual 
and Homeward Bound staff at the 
organization’s Boardman Street 
headquarters on Dec. 31.

• Ticketed vehicles parked on 
South Main Street in violation 
of the town’s winter parking 
ordinance on Dec. 31.

• Received a report about a 
vehicle allegedly pulling a sled at 
the recreation center grounds off 
Creek Road on Jan. 2.

• Ticketed vehicles downtown 
that were in violation of the town’s 
winter parking ordinance on Jan. 3.

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police are looking into the alleged 
theft of a checkbook from the local 

Police investigating missing checkbook
Knights of Columbus organization. 
Police on Dec. 30 said their 
investigation shows around $8,150 
in checks had been written from 
the account.

Police said the checks had 
apparently not been 
written locally, and 
the case remains 
under investigation. 

Between Dec. 27 
and Jan. 2, Vergennes 
police also conducted 
five patrols by cruiser and one 
on foot, ticketed and ordered 
towed three vehicles in violation 
of the city’s wintertime parking 
ordinance, and:

On Dec. 27:
• Checked the welfare of a 

Main Street resident, who was 
determined to be OK.

• Took a report that someone 
had unsuccessfully tried to enter 
a pickup parked in a West Main 
Street driveway.

• Returned an ID card to a 
Charlotte Rescue Squad member 
that had been lost during a Walker 
Avenue call and later found.

On Dec. 28, after a report 
of erratic driving, stopped a 
southbound commercial truck on 
Route 7 in Waltham and determined 
the driver wasn’t impaired.

On Dec. 29:
• Looked unsuccessfully for 

two young teenage boys reported 
to be hitchhiking on Route 22A in 
Panton.

• Directed traffic at the city 
recycling center during the post-
holiday rush. 

On Dec. 30:
• Defused a dispute between 

two apparently drunken women 
near the intersection of South 
Water and Main streets. Police 
said one woman had taken away 
the other’s car keys to prevent her 

from driving, and both went home 
safely without driving after they 
arrived. 

• Responded to a 911 call from 
a Walker Avenue apartment and 
were told by the resident her cat 

had dialed the phone. 
When the resident 
also complained 
about heartburn and 
appeared intoxicated, 
police involved the 
Vergennes Area 

Rescue Squad to make sure she 
was OK.

• Called VARS to help a woman 
whose car they stopped on Route 
7 for driving very slowly and 
police said appeared to be having 
mental issues. They learned she 
had been injured during the day, 
which they believed contributed to 
her confusion. VARS took her to 
Porter Hospital for evaluation.

On Dec. 31:
• Cited Sara Minor, 31, of 

Swanton, for allegedly driving 
under the influence of drugs. 
Police said they found Minor 
unresponsive behind the wheel 
of her car parked outside the Post 
Office, and the car’s transmission 
was in drive.

• Began investigating the case 
of a man who allegedly stolen 
alcoholic beverages from Kinney 
Drug Store on three separate 
occasions. 

On Dec. 1:
• Helped Vermont State Police 

with an assault case on Maple 
Street in Waltham. 

• Directed traffic at the city 
recycling center.

• Helped John Graham Shelter 
personnel with a woman they said 
was intoxicated and disorderly; 
police took the woman to a hotel in 
Middlebury after the shelter found 
her a room there.

Police Log
Vergennes

Addison (1)
Addison County Courthouse 

(1)
Ferrisburgh (1)

Goshen (1)

Middlebury (2)
State of Vermont (2)

Vermont Electric Power 
Company (1)
Waltham (1)

COST 
/LB

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 12-30-21 and 1-3-2022
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Blue Spruce Farm 1625 .775 1259.38
Champlainside  1490 .72 1072.80
Deer Valley Ptnshp. 1990 .70 1393.00
VTC 1695 .70 1186.50
J. Fifield 1795 .69 1238.55
Kayhart Bros. 1710 .685 1171.35
Correia Family Ltd. 1535 .685 1051.48

CALVES    LBS. $
A. Brisson 90 2.75 247.50
UVM 107 2.15 230.05
Barnes Bros. 111 2.00 222.00
Pinello Farm 105 1.95 204.75
Conants Riverside 93 1.90 176.70
Total # Beef: 165 • Total # Calves: 344
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661
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For more details, or to ask additional questions, please contact your local electric utility, or one of the following:

Please fill out this request completely to help us determine if you qualify for herbicide treatment notification.
MAIL THIS REQUEST TO YOUR LOCAL ELECTRIC UTILITY AT THE ADDRESS LISTED ABOVE BEFORE  

FEBRUARY 15TH, 2022

Name

Street Address

Town

State          Zip Code

Electric Utility Account Number

Affected Property (Check all that apply):  Year-Round Residence  Summer Residence Commercial Property  
Water Supply    Organic Farm   Land  Other

Line/Pole Identification:  Utility Initials  Pole Numbers

Town/City of Affected Property

Home Phone Number

Work Phone Number

OK to use work number? (circle one) Yes No

Best time to contact you

Based on the information above, if you believe you qualify to be notified in advance of pending herbicide applica-
tions in the rights-of-way, mail the request below to your local electric company before February 15th, 2022.

IMPORTANT ANNUAL NOTICE REGARDING HERBICIDE USE  
IN THE MAINTENANCE OF ELECTRIC UTILITY RIGHTS-OF-WAY

The Vermont Public Utility Commission has set forth rules under PUC Rule 3.600 pertaining to the use of herbicides in the 
maintenance of electric utility rights-of-way (ROW).  Each spring, herbicide applications may begin on or after April 1st.  
These rules afford you important rights and duties.  Vermont electric utilities maintain electric line rights-of-way with several 
methods, including the selective use of herbicides on trees and brush. They also encourage low-growing shrubs and trees 
which will crowd tall-growing species and, thus, minimize the use of herbicides.  Methods of herbicide applications may in-
clude stump, stem injection, basal, soil, and foliar.  Only electric utility rights-of-way that have tall-growing tree species 
with the potential of threatening the electric utility system are treated.

If you reside on or own property in Vermont within 1000’ of an electric utility right-of-way:
1. Sign up to receive written notification from your local electric utility of plans to apply herbicide on any ROW within 
1000’ of your property or the property where you reside.  Check nearby poles for tags identifying the utility and/or pole num-
ber, complete the form below and submit it to your local electric utility by mail before February 15th, 2022 to be added to the 
notification list.  If determined to be qualified, you will receive notification from the utility at least 30 days prior to scheduled 
herbicide application.
2. You are responsible to make your local electric utility aware of the location of any potentially affected water supply, 
and of any other environmentally sensitive area where herbicide application ought to be avoided.
3. Watch and listen for public service announcements in newspapers and radio ads noting upcoming herbicide applica-
tions.
4. Check with your local electric utility regarding the vegetaton management cycle near your particular line.
5. You have the right to request, in writing, that the utility refrain from applying herbicides in the process of clearing the 
right-of-way, and the utility may offer alternatives such as herbicide stump treatment or herbicide stem injections.
6. You have the right to refuse, in writing, the use of herbicides whatsoever at no cost to you if the type of lines in the right-
of-way are distribution lines, bringing electric service directly to individual customers.
7. You have the right to refuse, in writing, the use of herbicides whatsoever by paying a $30 administration fee if 
the type of lines in the right-of-way are transmission lines or sub-transmission lines, bringing electricity to or between 
substations.

Vermont Electric Power Company 
(VELCO)

366 Pinnacle Ridge 
Rd. Rutland, VT 05701                                                       

Attn: Scott Carlson  (802) 353 3584

Agency of Agriculture
Public Health & Ag. Resource Mgmt
116 State St., Montpelier, VT  05602

1-802-828-2431

Department of Public Service
Consumer Affairs & Public Information
112 State St., Montpelier, VT  05620

1-800-622-4496

Resident/Property Owner Request to be Added to Herbicide Treatment Notification Mailing List

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR
FERRISBURGH RESIDENTS

Annual Town Meeting elections will be held on Tuesday, March 1, 2022. 
Nominating petitions are available at the Town Clerk’s office for the following 
public offices:
 Moderator — 1-year term
 Selectboard — 2-year term
 Selectboard — 3 year term
 Lister — 3-year term
 Auditor — 3-year term
 Auditor  — 2 years of a 3-year term
 First Constable — 1-year term
 Unified School Director — 3-year term
 Unified School Director — 2-years of a 3-year term
 Rogers & Hazard Trustee — 2-year term

Deadline for filing nominating petitions for town offices is Monday, January 
24, 2022 at 5:00 p.m.

Eligible voters not on the checklist for the Town of Ferrisburgh must file 
an application for addition to the checklist in person or online. Petitions must 
contain signatures of 1% of the voters, or 23 signatures. Polls are open from 
7:00 a.m. through 7:00 p.m. at the Ferrisburgh Town Hall on Tuesday, March 
1 to vote by Australian Ballot for public offices and school budgets. The actual 
Town Meeting to vote articles and town budget will be held at the Ferrisburgh 
Town Hall at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, February 26, 2022. This will be a hybrid 
meeting so you may attend via zoom as well.

The State of Vermont, Agency of 
Natural Resources, Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC), 
is delegated by the Environmental 
Protection Agency to administer the 
Wastewater Industrial Pretreatment 
Program in accordance with Title 
40 Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) Part 403.   Title 40 CFR Part 
403.8(f)(2)(viii) requires the annual 
newspaper publication of industrial 
users found to be in Significant Non-
Compliance. 

In accordance with Title 40 
CFR Part 403.8(f)(2)(viii) and 
DEC’s “Procedure for Determining 
Significant Non-Compliance for 
Vermont’s Water Pollution Control 
Permit Program” (signed September 
3, 1995), the following industrial 
users were found to be in Significant 
Non-Compliance during the October 
1, 2021 through September 30, 2022 
compliance period: 

Northeast Drinks Group, LLC 
(formerly Vermont Hard Cider 
Company, LLC); Pretreatment 
Permit #3-1546; Middlebury, VT.  

 Please contact the Pretreatment 
Section of DEC’s Watershed 
Management Division, Wastewater 
Management Program, for questions 
regarding this publication: https://
d e c . v e r m o n t . g o v / w a t e r s h e d /
wastewater/contacts.   

THE STATE OF VERMONT
AGENCY OF NATURAL 

RESOURCES,
DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSERVATION

     Public Notices  can be found on Pages 9B and 10B.

ADDISON COUNTY — In 
the past week, Vermont State 
Police operating out of the New 
Haven barracks cited two men 
for domestic assault in separate 
incidents.

On New Year’s Eve at around 
5:20 p.m., troopers responded to a 
report of a fight at a Bristol home. 
They investigated and determined 
that that Randall Ashline, 70, of 
Bennington caused bodily injury 
to someone in the household. 
They took Ashline to the barracks, 
issued conditions of release and 
cited him for domestic assault.

Separately, state police the next 
day at 6:30 a.m. went to a Waltham 
home in response to a report of a 
family fight. Their investigation 
resulted in them suspecting 
that Jervon Montgomery, 24, of 
Burlington caused bodily injury to 
a family/household member. 

Montgomery fled the scene 
and police sent out a call for 
information. He turned himself 
into authorities on Jan. 2, and 
police cited Montgomery for 
domestic assault and violation of 
conditions.

Police Log
Vt. State

MONTPELIER — The final 
number of deer taken in Vermont’s 
2021 hunting seasons will not be 
available for a few more weeks, 
but the Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department says the final tally 
will be around 15,600 deer.   
Those deer will provide 
approximately 3.1 million 
servings of local, nutritious 
venison.

The buck harvest will 
be close to 9,000, which 
will be down slightly from 
2020 (9,255) but near the 10-
year average of 8,938. The final 
antlerless deer harvest will be 
around 6,600, down considerably 
from 9,735 in 2020, but similar to 
antlerless harvests prior to 2020. 
Some of that decrease was due 
to the department issuing fewer 
muzzleloader antlerless permits 
this year. However, the archery 
season harvest, which accounts 
for much of the total antlerless 

deer harvest, will also be down 
substantially from 2020. 

“Some decline in the harvest was 
expected this year, as we’ve been 
working to reduce deer numbers 
in some areas to keep them in 

balance with the available 
habitat,” said Nick Fortin, 
the department’s deer project 
leader. “Hunting conditions 
were also challenging again 
this year. Warm weather and 

abundant fall foods limited deer 
movement and made it difficult for 
hunters to locate them. Changes 
in hunting participation and effort 
related to the pandemic likely 
affected this year’s harvest as well.”

The primary goal of Vermont’s 
deer management strategy is 
to keep the deer herd stable, 
healthy and in balance with 
available habitat. “Maintaining an 
appropriate number of deer on the 
landscape ensures deer and the 
habitats that support them remain 
in good condition and productive,” 
said Fortin.

The 2021 White-tailed Deer 
Harvest Report with final numbers 
will be on Fish and Wildlife’s 
website in early March. Beginning 
in late March, the department will 
be holding informational hearings 
to share biological information and 
to listen to any information people 
wish to share.

TONY PORTER SHOWS off the 200-pound deer with an 8-point rack 
that he shot in Hancock during rifle hunting season in November.

Photo courtesy of Vermont Fish and Wildlife 

Hunters took more than 
15,000 deer in 2021 in Vt.

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

7:00 1. **Call to Order
 2. *Approval of Agenda
 3. *Approval of Consent Agenda

3.a. Approval of Minutes of the December 28, 2021 Regular 
Selectboard Meeting 
3.b. Acceptance of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting Minutes
3.c.Consent Agenda Placeholder
3.d. Town Manager’s Report                

 4. *Citizen Comments [Opportunity to raise or address issues not
 otherwise included on this agenda]
 5. *Agenda Placeholder
7:10 6. *Public Hearing on FY23 General Fund Budget
7:30 7. *Continuation of Review of FY23 Budget Proposal
	 	 7.a.	David	Shaw,	Fire	Chief,	Regarding	Stipends	for	Firefighters
  7.b. Heidi Sulis, Executive Director, Open Door Clinic, regarding 

their request for increased funding
  7.c. Red Cross of Vermont regarding its request for increased 

funding
  7.d. AgeWell regarding its request for increased funding
7:45 8. **Second Draft Town Meeting Warning
	 	 8.a.	Non	Profit	Groups	Seeking	Funding	for	the	First	Time	
  8.a.1.  Veronica Ciambra, Director/Coordinator, Addison Allies 

Network,	Inc.
  8.a.2.  Claire Giroux Williams, Communications & Development 

Manager,	Vermont	Family	Network
  8.a.3.  Rutland Area ARC (Advocacy, Resources, Community)
	 	 8.a.4.		Vermont	Rural	Fire	Protection	Task	Force
8:00 9. *Police Chief Tom Hanley, with a recommendation on the award of 

the annual cruiser bid 
8:05 10. *Susan Whitmore, Executive Director, John Graham Housing & 

Services	(JGHS),	and	Elise	Shanbacker,	Executive	Director	of	the	
Addison	County	Community	Trust	(ACCT),	seeking	the	Board’s	
support for their application to the Vermont Housing & Conservation 
Board for grant funding to address deferred maintenance at four of 
their properties, including their property at 42 North Pleasant Street

8:10 11.  Discussion of Revised Purchasing Policy
8:20	 12.	*Approval	of	Check	Warrants
 13. **Board Member Concerns
 14. *Executive Session – None Anticipated
 15. **Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session
8:40 16. *Adjourn

*	Decision	Item						**	Possible	Decision

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
SPECIAL SELECTBOARD MEETING
ROOM 116 – LARGE CONFERENCE
TOWN OFFICES – 77 MAIN STREET

TUESDAY, JANUARY 11TH, 2022 - 7:00 P.M.
 

Also available via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85243448822
By Phone: +1 646-558-8656 (not toll-free)

Webinar	ID:	852	4344	8822
 

For those wishing to watch but not participate:
Selectboard meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont
and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071

AGENDA

TOWN OF WALTHAM
ROAD CLOSURE
January 12th at 6AM - 
January 14th at 6PM

South Middlebrook Road will be 
closed to all through-traffic between 

Route 7 and Green Street.
All access will be from Route 7. 
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bright purple, custom-made, 12-
foot trailer with rustic wooden 
accents is a new regular at 
Rikert Nordic Center in Ripton. 
The trailer welcomes hungry 
guests Thursday-Sunday from 
the edge of the main parking lot 
— positioned for ski-up or drive-

by service.

“We had the trailer 

made in North 
Carolina, and the 

day it was fi nished we 
had it up here,” said Leah Klatzker, 

who owns and operates the food trailer with 
her identical twin sister Rachel Klatzker. “One 
of our signature drinks is a Maple Whip, made 
with fresh maple almond milk, coff ee and 
cinnamon all whipped up together. We serve 
fun little drinks like that, plus our Belgian 
waffl  e bowls, cornbread bowls and chicken 
and waffl  es.”

The 37-year-old Klatzker sisters call their new 
business So-Full Sisters — fi lling customers’ 

bellies and their souls with holistic and healing 
food. 

“It’s month one,” Leah said in an interview last 
week. “But things are going really well. We 
sold out the past three days.”

Leah herself is new to the area too. She 
moved up from Georgia, where she has run a 
destination yoga business (Yoga del Soul) for 
the past four years.

“I had enough of the South,” said the 
Massachusetts native. “I still have a place 

A
SEE SO-FULL ON PAGE 2

Sisters make 
skiers ‘So-Full’ 

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

Leah and Rachel Klatzker opened their new food trailer at Rikert 
Nordic Center in November. The twins serve up hearty bowls and 
warming drinks four days a week. INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES 
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SO-FULL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and my yoga 
retreats there, 
but I’ve felt a 
calling to be 
in Vermont 
ever since high 
school 20 years 
ago. I quit my 

9-5 job four years ago, bought a one-way ticket 
to Mexico and did my yoga training. I decided I’m 
going to do what feels good to me. I want to be 
of service, be part of a local economy and give 
back to my community.”

Leah’s sister was here in Vermont, so when the 
duo both found themselves split from their 
partners and looking for a new chapter, she 
decided to pack up and move north to launch 
this new food trailer endeavor.

“My twin sis and I have never lived together in 
the past decade, and have never done business 
together,” Rachel explained, “but it has always 
been on the back burner.”

Both Leah and Rachel had previous experience 
in the food service industry — with their exes. 
Leah travelled around to music festivals doing 
concessions and Rachel worked for five years 
running the snack bar at Branbury State Park 
(after she spent five years running the nature 
center at the Lake Dunmore park).

“Leah really initiated all this,” Rachel said. 

“She’s the one who quit her full-time job and is 
cultivating this opportunity to do yoga, wellness, 
events and food.”

Rachel describes her roll with So-Full Sisters 
as “in the background.” She works full-time as 
a Memory Care Engagement Coordinator at 
Eastview in Middlebury. And when she’s not 
at work, she’s a single mom and homeschool 

teacher to her two daughters (ages three and 
six). In her “spare time” she helps her sister with 
the business side of So-Full Sisters.

“We balance each other out,” said Rachel, 
who share’s her apartment in Bristol with her 
daughters and sister. “Leah’s got the smile, she’s 
great at marketing and has all the energy — so 
she’s out there in the trailer most of the time. I’m 
coming up with recipes, doing Excel sheets and 
the logistic side of things.”

“This is both of our dreams,” Leah added. “I have 
the flexibility to throw myself into it 100% right 
now.”

“I fell in love with working for yourself and 
working with food during those five years at 
Branbury,” Rachel reflected. “It’s awesome to 
bring pleasure to people through connection 
and good food… My hopes and dreams is that 
this food trailer is successful. It’s in my heart of 
hearts that we’re doing all the right things.”

Leah and Rachel plan to have So-Full Sisters 
food trailer up at Rikert for the remainder of the 
ski season. Then they have plans to move to a 
new location on Route 7 in Middlebury. To find 
out where they’ll be next follow them on social 
media (Instagram @so_full_sisters and Facebook 
@So-full Sisters).

“For now we’re making a little bit of a wave in the 
community up at Rikert,” Rachel said. “It’s great 
that the food trailer is on wheels and we can 
move…. who knows where it will go next!”

Twin Trivia
We asked Rachel and Leah the same 
three random questions to see how they 
matched up. Here’s how they answered:

LEAH
Laces or velcro?
A: Laces
Yin or yang?
A: Yang
Sweet or savory?
A: Sweet, always 
sweet

RACHEL
Laces or velcro?
A: No shoes
Yin or yang?
A: Yin
Sweet or savory?
A: Sweet, definitely.

What’s on the Menu?
WAFFLE BOWLS
Trail Bowl ...................................................$7
Waffle bowl filled with yogurt, granola, 
berries then topped with maple.

S’mores Bowl .........................................$7
Waffle bowl filled with fluff then topped 
with graham cracker crumble and 
chocolate syrup.

Cookie Bowl ............................................$7
Waffle bowl filled with chocolate chip 
cookies then topped with chocolate 
syrup and whipped cream.

Chicken & Waffle Bowl ..................$8
Waffle bowl with breaded popcorn 
chicken then topped with or without 
maple. (Comes with side of honey 
mustard.)

CORNBREAD BOWL
Vegetarian Chili Bowl .....................$7
Savory and hearty chili served inside a 
cornbread bowl.Rachel and Leah Klatzker are the owners of the new food trailer So-Full Sisters that’s parked at Rikert Nordic Center 

in Ripton. After the ski season, the twin sisters plan to move the trailer to a new location on Route 7 in Middlebury.
 INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES 

“FOR NOW WE’RE MAKING A 
LITTLE BIT OF A WAVE IN THE 
COMMUNITY UP AT RIKERT.” 

— Rachel Klatzker
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Sheldon Museum hosts fourth 
talk in virtual lecture series

T
he Henry Sheldon Museum 
will present a lecture by 
historian Michelle Smiley 
on Jan. 12, at 7 p.m., via 
Zoom. This is the fourth 
talk in the “Elephant in 
the Room: Exploring the 
Future of Museums” series 
convened by the Stewart-

Swift Research Center.

In this talk, Smiley will discuss 
American daguerreotype portraiture, 
its uses as both as a scientific 
instrument and as a means of 
picturing loved ones, as well as the 
photographic portrait as a medium of 
democratic participation, particularly 
for African American, Asian, and 
women subjects. She will explore how 
19th-century photographic portrait 
studios shaped conceptions of “self” 
and “other” and the sometimes-
unlikely places where we may uncover 
these visual histories in museums and 
archival collections.

Smiley is a historian of 19th-century 
photography and American science. 
Her research examines the history of 
the daguerreotype in the antebellum 
United States, and how the objects 
and processes of photography came 
to be viewed as democratic media.

This talk, funded by Vermont 
Humanities, is free and open to all. 
Additional support for this talk is 
provided by Dinse. To learn more 
about the “Elephant in the Room” 
series and to register for the talk, visit 
henrysheldonmuseum.org/elephant-
in-the-room.

Samuel Broadbent’s “Portrait of an 
Unidentified African American Woman,” ca. 
1850, will be one of the pieces featured in 
an upcoming virtual lecture hosted by the 
Sheldon Museum. 

IMAGE COURTESY OF LIBRARY COMPANY OF PHILADELPHIA

BOLD. BRAVE. BEAUTIFUL. 
ARTISTS ARE

Get your art the publicity it deserves.  

Email us today!

NEWS@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM
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Reading to children dramatically expands their 
vocabulary. A 2019 study published in the Journal 
of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics found 
that young children whose parents read them 
fi ve books a day enter kindergarten having heard 
roughly 1.4 million more words than kids who 
were never read to. The disparity is even signifi cant 
when comparing kids who are periodically read to 
each day with kids who are read fi ve books per day. 
Children who are read to daily may hear slightly less 
than 300,000 words prior to entering kindergarten, 
while those read fi ve books per day will hear more 
than 1.4 million words.

 — MetroCreative

BOOK
R E V I E W

Two timelines unfurl in one city, Havana, Cuba, as two young 
women discover their courage, their conviction, and their loyalty. In 
1959, Elisa, third of the four Perez daughters, existed in the rarefi ed 
world of wealth and position that her family’s sugar business 
provided for them until the ousting of Batista by Castro forced their 
exile to Florida. In 2017, Elisa’s favorite granddaughter, Marisol, 
whom she raised as her own daughter, fi nally returns to Cuba at 
the behest of Elisa whose fi nal request was to be laid to rest, that is 
for her ashes to be scattered, in her one true home, the home she 
never stopped longing to return to. Marisol is a journalist, but even 
in this closer-to-current-day Cuba, her arrival and who is there to 
meet her, her hosts, are still suspect. Marisol, with her penchant 
for uncovering the truth, is shocked to fi nd many of the stories her 
grandmother shared were half-truths, or just the beginnings of 
stories. The seamless weaving together of these timelines along 
with the intelligent rendering of Cuba’s history and a good bit of 
romance make this a most enjoyable read. I highly recommend 
this historical novel; it would make an excellent book club choice.

— Reviewed by Jenny Lyons. Connect with her on Instagram @
jennysbookshop to fi nd more great book reviews and recommendations. 

Look for these titles and more at your local bookstore.

NEXT YEAR IN HAVANA — BY CHANEL CLEETON

Nothing to See Here, 
by Kevin Wilson

Infi nite Country, 
by Patricia Engel

The Round House, 
by Louise Erdrich

Such a Fun Age, by Kiley Reid

Shuggie Bain, by Douglas Stuart

A Burning, by Megha Majumdar

The Sympathizer, 
by Viet Thanh Nguyen

The Nickel Boys, 
by Colson Whitehead

Land of Big Numbers, 
by Te-Ping Chen

Astrid and Veronika, 
by Linda Olsson

(Berkley Books)

JENNY’S BOOK CLUB PICKS

while those read fi ve books per day will hear more 
than 1.4 million words.

MetroCreative

SHOP LOCAL.
(802) 388-4944 ADS@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

We rely on advertising support to bring you all the details 
about the best things to do in Addison County. 
Help us support them. Shop local.

Help support us by supporting our advertisers! ARTS+LEISURE

you
know?

did
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ARIES: March 21-April 20. Your fi nances need 
a little extra work, Aries. Start to focus on 
investments, money and other fi nancial matters. 
Your mind is quick and you catch on quite fast.

TAURUS: April 21-
May 21. Romance is on 
your mind this week, 
Taurus. This is the time 
to focus on solidifying 
your relationship with 
someone special in 
your life or to fi nd that 
perfect match.

GEMINI: May 22-June 
21. Matters involving 
work are at the forefront 
of your mind, Gemini. 
You may need to put in 
some extra hours on the 
job this week. Keep your 
head down and your 
eff orts will be noted.

CANCER: June 22-July 
22. Cancer, you may be 
longing for an encounter 
with your romantic 
partner, but other 
factors keep getting in 
the way of your date. 
You have to make 
romance a priority.  

LEO: July 23-Aug. 
23. An unexpected 
fi nancial windfall lands 
in your lap, Leo. It is 
just the good news 
you need at this point 
in time. Start thinking 
about how to invest 
this unexpected gift.

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 
22. Business and 
personal successes 
are coming your way soon, Virgo. It could be 
a project that brings you fi nancial gain or the 
development of a new friendship. 

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23. Libra, whether it’s a 
hunch or a tip from someone close to you, you 
have some valuable information that will come 
in handy in the coming days.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-
Nov. 22. A relationship 
reaches new heights, 
Scorpio. If you are 
unattached, you might 
fi nd a partner soon. If 
you have a signifi cant 
other, he or she will 
become even closer. 

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23-Dec. 21. Sagittarius, 
draw your closest 
friends together and 
plan a gathering where 
you can exchange ideas 
and rekindle friendships. 
It’s been a while since 
you socialized.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 22-
Jan. 20. A long journey 
is in your near future, 
Capricorn. It may come 
by way of a much-
needed vacation, or 
you may make a move 
across country to follow 
a job or passion.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21-Feb. 
18. Finances dominate 
your week, Aquarius. 
This could be related to 
a pay raise at work or a 
personal investment that 
pans out. One way or 
another, success isn’t too 
far away.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 
20. Pisces, a business 
partner may contact 

you with some good news after returning from 
a trip. Prepare to join this person in a promising 
venture.

Cosmic ForecastCosmic Forecast

M-F 10-5, Saturday 9:30-4 and Closed Sunday

Semi-Annual
Clearance Sale
Up to 75% off! 
Going on Now!

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

HappyHappy
NewNew

Year!Year!

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

New Hours for 2022
Sunday Closed   •   Monday Closed

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 11-5
Friday & Saturday 10-5

Masks now
required in store

JAN. 6— A. R. Rahman, composer (55)
JAN. 7 — Gerald Durrell, naturalist, 
conservationist (d)
JAN. 8 — David Bowie, singer-songwriter (d) 

JAN. 9 — Jan Baez, singer-songwriter (81)
JAN. 10 — Max Roach, musician (d)
JAN. 11 — Clarence Clemmons. musician (d)
JAN. 12 — Haruki Murakami, writer (72)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

Festival on-the-Green 
needs new volunteers 
for 2022 outdoor event

The eff ects of volunteering 
on volunteers’ well-being

A
fter hosting a scaled-back event last 
August, the offi  cers, directors and 
volunteers of the Middlebury Summer 
Festival on-the-Green are hopeful 
that the week-long, family-friendly, 
community-supported music series 
can return in its full pre-Covid glory 

this summer. Our 
43rd season will be 
held under the big 
white tent on the 
Middlebury Village 
Green during the 
week of July 10-16. 

The festival, which 
is planned and 
hosted entirely 
by volunteers, is 
one of the premier 

summer arts events in Addison County, and the 
event needs volunteers, like you, to make this 
year’s festival a great success. Join the virtual 
annual meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 12, at 7 p.m. via 
Zoom, to “meet” your neighbors, co-workers and 
friends who are current festival volunteers and let 
the committee know how you’d like to be involved. 
For further information and to request the meeting 
link, email midfog@gmail.com. 

A recent analysis examining the potential 
correlation between volunteering and well-
being found that volunteering is associated 
with a higher well-being as well as a positive 
change in well-being. Authors of the study, 
which was published in the Journal of Happiness 
Studies in March of 2020, acknowledged that 
evidence pertaining to the correlation between 
volunteering and well-being has accumulated 
gradually in recent years, though they feel their 
study off ers the most realistic assessment to 
date in regard to that link. That’s good news 
for volunteers, many of whom may be quick to 
point out that they get as much as they give 
when volunteering. Recent analyses support that 
notion and may compel millions more to make 
time to give back through volunteering. Though 
more studies are needed, the Cleveland Clinic 
notes that some of the health benefi ts often 
associated with volunteering include lower blood 
pressure, increased self-esteem, lower levels of 
depression and stress, and greater satisfaction 
with life. 
 — MetroCreative
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THURSDAY, 
JAN. 6

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB CROSS-COUNTRY SKI 
IN RIPTON. Thursday, Jan. 6, Goshen Dam. A 2-4 
mile ski to Goshen Dam, depending on route, 
snow conditions, and if group prefers to do as 
a loop. If snow is not good, will do as a hike or 
snowshoe. Contact Morris Earle at morrisearle@
gmail.com with questions or to register.

SATURDAY, JAN. 8
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN RIPTON. 
Saturday, Jan. 8, Spirit in Nature, Goshen Rd. 
Easy to moderate hike on the Spirit in Nature 
trails, 3-4 miles maximum, minimal elevation 
gain. Depending on conditions snowshoes, 
microspikes and poles recommended. Contact 
leader Liana Merrill at merrill.liana@gmail.com to 
get details and register.

TUESDAY, JAN. 11
BOOK CLUB IN VERGENNES. Tuesday, Jan. 
11, 6 p.m., Bixby Memorial Library, 258 Main St. 
Meet and discuss “The Moment of Lift: How 
Empowering Women Changes the World” by 
Melinda Gates, co-chair of the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation.

VIRTUAL BOOK DISCUSSION. Tuesday, Jan. 11, 
6:30 p.m., hosted by Rokeby Museum. The first 
in a series of free groups from January through 
April. A discussion of “Braiding Sweetgrass: 
Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and 
the Teaching of Plants” by indigenous scientist 
Robin Wall Kimmerer. Registration in advance is 
required. More information, call Rokeby at 802-
877-3406.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 12
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB SNOWSHOE IN 
HANCOCK. Wednesday, Jan. 12. Snowshoe 
north from Middlebury Gap on the Long Trail to 
Silent Cliffs and towards Burnt Hill turnoff. 1-2 
miles each way, depending on group interest. 
Strenuous. Contact Morris Earle at morrisearle@
gmail.com with questions or to register.

“THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM” VIRTUAL 
LECTURE SERIES IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, 
Jan. 12, 7 p.m., Zoom. In “Picturing Difference: 
Photography, Democracy, and Race in the 
19th Century,” Michelle Smiley will discuss 
American daguerreotype portraiture, its uses 

as both as a scientific instrument and as a 
means of picturing loved ones, as well as 
the photographic portrait as a medium of 
democratic participation, particularly for African 
American, Asian, and women subjects. More 
info and registration at henrysheldonmuseum.
org/events.

THURSDAY, JAN. 13
WRITER’S GROUP IN VERGENNES. Begins 
Thursday, Jan. 13, Bixby Memorial Library, 11 
a.m.-noon, Bixby Memorial Library, 258 Main St. 
Facilitated by local author Lottie Wilds, the group 
will meet on the second Thursday of the month. 
Sessions will include writing exercises, critiques, 
prompts, homework, etymology, and other skill 
building techniques. For those 18 years and 
older. 

FRIDAY, JAN. 14
SOPHIE SHAO, CELLO, VIRTUAL CONCERT. 
Friday, Jan. 14, 7:30 p.m., middlebury.edu/arts. 
Performing a 100th anniversary tribute to cellist 
Pablo Casals, Sophie Shao is joined by pianist 
Anna Polonsky in this live streamed concert. 
Streaming tickets $15/5; 48-hour playback 
available. More info at middlebury.edu/college/
arts/performing-arts-series.

SATURDAY, JAN. 15
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN CHARLOTTE. 
Saturday, Jan. 15, Charlotte Wildlife Refuge. An 
easy to moderate 3.1-mile network hike through 
woodlands and farms. The 290-acre property 
includes 2.25 miles of gravel trails winding 
through agricultural fields and meadows. 
Elevation gain is about 200 feet. Pets are not 
allowed on this hike. Contact trip leader Ken 
Corey at kac4964@gmail.com for questions or to 
register. 

SUNDAY, JAN. 16
“FROM THE WILD SEA” ON SCREEN IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, Jan. 16, 2 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater, 68 S. Maple St. This documentary 
portrays the heroic efforts of a network of marine 
wildlife rescue volunteers who work tirelessly to 
save sea animals from oil, plastic and escalating 
winter storms. In depicting the complex collision 
between humans and nature, the film deftly 
oscillates between the perspectives of humans 
and animals. Part of the MNFF Selects series. 
More info and tickets at townhalltheater.org or 
middfilmfest.org.

THURSDAY, JAN. 20
“PAINTING ALEXANDER TWILIGHT,” LECTURE 
IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Jan. 20, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Edgewater at the Falls, 1 Mill St. Painter Katie 
Runde will discuss the process of creating the 
portrait of Twilight, who was believed to have 
been the first African American college graduate 
and the first African American legislator in the 
U.S. Discussion and light refreshments will follow 
the lecture and slide presentation. Attendees 
must show proof of vaccination and wear masks. 
Free. Register at t 802-458-0098 or email info@
edgewatergallery-vt.com.

PATRICK FITZSIMMONS VIRTUAL CONCERT. 
Thursday, Jan. 20, 7:30-8:30 p.m., NEAT TV. 
The first in a series of monthly winter concerts 
organized by the 5 Town Friends of the Arts, 
Lawrence Memorial Library and NEAT TV. The 
concerts will be filmed and broadcast from 
the library with no in-person audience and 
broadcast live on NEAT TV. The shows will also 
be streamed live through the NEAT TV website 
neatbristol.com. For those unable to see the 
original broadcasts, the show can be seen 
afterwards on the NEAT archives.

FRIDAY, JAN. 21
CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY OF LINCOLN 
CENTER VIRTUAL CONCERT. Friday, Jan. 21, 7:30 
p.m., middlebury.edu/arts. In “Musical Heritage: 
Pablo Casals,” the Chamber Music Society 
explores the world’s most influential and revered 
cellist, Pablo Casals. Free; 48-hour playback 
available. More info at middlebury.edu/college/
arts/performing-arts-series.

SUNDAY, JAN. 23
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Sunday, Jan. 23, Trail Around Middlebury. An easy 
to moderate 6- to 8-mile hike that meanders 
through Wright Park, may be very slippery. Well-
mannered and leashed dogs welcome. Call 
Ellen Cronan at 908-595-2926 to get details and 
register.

FRIDAY, JAN. 28
ZOË KEATING, CELLO, VIRTUAL CONCERT. 
Friday, Jan. 28, 7:30 p.m., middlebury.edu/arts. 
A visionary evening of contemporary cello.
Streaming tickets: $15/5; 48-hour playback 
available. More info at middlebury.edu/college/
arts/performing-arts-series.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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    MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:
P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091

Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.
MCTV Channel 1071 
Friday, Jan. 7
 5:15 a.m. Central Vermont Public  
  Safety
 7:30 a.m. Congregational Church  
  Service
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church  
  Service
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 6:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 7:30 p.m.  Abled and On Air
Saturday, Jan. 8
 8 a.m. Abled and On Air
 9 a.m.  Energy Week
 10 a.m.  Selectboard, Public Affairs
 3:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 4 p.m.  Memorial Baptist Service
 5:30 p.m.  Eckankar
 7 p.m.  Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m.  Energy Week
 9 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
Sunday, Jan. 9
 5 a.m.  Selectboard, Public Affairs
 9 a.m.  Catholic Mass

 10 a.m.  Energy Week
 11 a.m.  Memorial Baptist Service
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6:30 p.m. Eckankar 
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 10 p.m. Middlebury Edition
Monday, Jan. 10
 12 a.m. Cannabis Control Board  
  (CCB)
 6 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
 6 p.m. Green Mountain Care\ 
  (GMC) Board
Tuesday, Jan. 11
 12 a.m. GMC Board
 9:30 a.m. Eckankar
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs 
Wednesday, Jan. 12
 4:30 a.m. CCB
 7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service

 9 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 5 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
Thursday, Jan. 13
 5 a.m. Selectboard
 7:30 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 8 a.m. Congregational Service
 10 a.m. Gov. Scott
 12 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 8 p.m. Energy Week
 10:30 p.m. Eckankar

Channel 1091 
Friday, Jan. 7
 5:30 a.m. Vermont Youth Orchestra
 7 a.m. OCAS - Plants for Birds
 8 a.m. Grwowing Dahlias with  
  Kathleen LaLiberte
 9 a.m. Poets & Authors
 12 p.m. Vermont Youth Orchestra
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 p.m. HCC & ACSD Board

Saturday, Jan. 8
 5 a.m. All Things LGBQ
 6 a.m. Local School Board   
  Meetings
 12 p.m. OCAS - Plants for Birds
 2:45 p.m. Kids Yoga 
 3 p.m. Yoga 
 4 p.m.  Yestermorrow Series
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 p.m. State Board of Education
Sunday, Jan. 9
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. Vermont Youth Orchestra
 7 a.m. OCAS - Plants for Birds
 8:30 a.m. North Branch Nature Center
 10 a.m. Poets & Authors
 1 p.m. Gardening Programs
 7 p.m. HCC & ACSD Boards
 10 p.m. Yestermorrow
Monday, Jan. 10
 5 a.m. North Branch Nature Center
 11 a.m. Chair Yoga 
 12 p.m. State Board of Education
 4:30 p.m. Poets & Authors
 8 p.m. ACSD, HCC Boards

Tuesday, Jan. 11
 6 a.m. Authors & Poets
 8 a.m. North Branch Nature Center.
 12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 1 p.m. School Board Meetings
 7 p.m. OCAS - Plants for Birds
 8 p.m. Vermont Youth Orchestra
 9:30 p.m. First Wednesdays
  - Madeline Kunin
Wednesday, Jan. 12
 12 a.m. Science Programs
 7 a.m. Madeline Kunin
 3:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 4:30 p.m. OCAS - Plants for Birds
 5:30 p.m. Vermont Youth Orchestra
 10 p.m. School Board Meetings
Thursday, Jan. 13
 6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 a.m. Yoga
 10 a.m. Sheldon Museum Programs
 12 p.m. Stuck in VT. - Murray Electric
 12:08 p.m. GMALL Lecture
 3 p.m. Science Programs
 5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6:30 p.m. School Board Meetings

SATURDAY, JAN. 29
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN 
FERRISBURGH. Saturday, Jan. 29, Kingsland Bay 
State Park, 787 Kingsland Bay Park Rd. Easy hike, 
2-3 miles, minimal elevation gain. Depending on 
conditions snowshoes, microspikes and poles 
recommended. Contact leader David Andrews 
at vtrevda@yahoo.com, 802-388-4894, to get 
details and register.

RUSTY DEWEES IN VERGENNES. Saturday, 
Jan. 29, 7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera House, 120 
Main St. Rusty DeWees, comedian, musician 
and storyteller, returns to the Vergennes Opera 
House with a year’s worth of new material for a 
night of humor, storytelling and music. Tickets 
$15 available at vergennesoperahouse.org/
events.

SATURDAY, FEB. 5
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Saturday, Feb. 5, Wright Park. Easy to moderate 
hike in Wright Park, 3-4 miles maximum, 
minimal elevation gain. Depending on 
conditions snowshoes, microspikes and poles 
recommended. Contact leader Liana Merrill 
at merrill.liana@gmail.com to get details and 
register.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 9
“THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM” VIRTUAL 
LECTURE SERIES IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, 
Feb. 9, 7 p.m., Zoom. In “Old Maps, New Pathways: 
Cartography, Museum Collections, and Decolonial 
Possibilities,” Williams College Professor 
Christine DeLucia revisits maps and material 
culture collections in local museums, historical 

societies, and archives across the Northeast 
to explore two intertwined threads: how these 
sources can illuminate histories of Euro-colonial 
impacts across Indigenous homelands; and 
how they may convey vital Indigenous critiques, 
resistances and ongoing relationships with 
homelands and sovereignties. Info and zoom link 
at henrysheldonmuseum.org/events.

SATURDAY, FEB. 12
LC JAZZ WINTER THAW IN VERGENNES. 
Saturday, Feb. 12, 7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera 
House, 120 Main St. Free Community Concert. 
LC Jazz plays the music of the greats, (Basie, 
Ellington, Goodman, Miller, Sinatra, Darin) and, 
for over 25 years, raises important funds for their 
music scholarship program. The scholarships 
benefit students from Vergennes, Mt. Abe and 
Middlebury High Schools who are entering a 
music performance or music education program. 
Free. Donations welcome at the door and will go 
toward the student scholarship fund. Doors and 
cash bar hosted by Bar Antidote/Hired Hand 
open at 6:30.

SUNDAY, FEB. 13
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN RIPTON. 
Sunday, Feb. 13, Water Tower and Catamount 
Trails. A more difficult, 3- or 4-mile trek with 350 
elevation change. Hike will include Water Tower 
trails and the Catamount Trail. Requires car spot. 
Be prepared for ice and snow. Contact leader 
Ruth Penfield at ruthpenfield@gmail.com or 802-
388-5407 for details.

THURSDAY, FEB. 17
DADDYLONGLEGS VIRTUAL CONCERT. 

Thursday, Feb. 17, 7:30-8:30 p.m., NEAT TV. Part 
of the monthly winter concerts organized by the 
5 Town Friends of the Arts, Lawrence Memorial 
Library and NEAT TV. The concerts will be filmed 
and broadcast from the library with no in-person 
audience and broadcast live on NEAT TV. The 
shows will also be streamed live through the 
NEAT TV website neatbristol.com. For those 
unable to see the original broadcasts, the show 
can be seen afterwards on the NEAT archives.

SATURDAY, FEB. 19
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB WALK IN 
SHELBURNE. Saturday, Feb. 19, Shelburne 
Farms. Walk or snowshoe the Farm Trail from 
the Welcome Center. Moderately difficult; 
5 miles. Bring a snack or lunch, water, and 
dress to the weather in thermal layers (avoid 
cotton). Ankle gaiters and hiking poles are 
recommended. Be prepared for ice and snow. 
Contact leader Ruth Penfield for information, 
meeting time and possible carpooling 
from Middlebury area at 802-388-5407 or 
ruthpenfield@gmail.com.

SUNDAY, FEB. 20
“DUMA” ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, 
Feb. 20, 2 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant 
St. An orphaned cheetah becomes the best 
friend and pet of a young boy living in South 
Africa. Winner of the Humane Society’s 2006 
Genesis Award for Family Feature Film, and 
inspired by a true story, Duma offers audiences a 
blend of excitement, adventure and compassion 
with a beautiful and grand landscape as its 
backdrop. Part of the MNFF Selects series. 
More info and tickets at townhalltheater.org or 
middfilmfest.org.
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s we think about beautiful gardens 
our thoughts usually turn to colorful 
blooms — perhaps a beautiful expanse 
of daffodils, a crab apple tree covered 
in pink blossoms, or a long meandering 
border brimming with summer flowers. 

But what about the garden in winter, as it 
sleeps under a blanket 
snow? This can be 
equally beautiful. It’s 
all about the contrast 
of the seasons — 
something that I relish 

about living in the Green Mountain State.

In winter the garden assumes the elegance of 
a black-and white photograph, and we become 
acutely conscious of its abstract shapes and 
textures.

As outside temperatures drop, distant views 
become crystal sharp in the dry air. Sometimes 
it feels like we can see forever. The remote 
mountain feels almost touchable, and indirectly 
becomes part of the garden scene. 

The low sun, streaking through leafless trees, 

paints giant black-and-white stripes on the 
ground that could camouflage a zebra. Thus, 
in wintertime, both the trees and their shadows 
become an essential part of our garden pictures.

In winter our eyes are also drawn to walls and 
steps, trees and shrubs, as well as the remains of 
perennials we left standing to feed the birds — all 
of which become part of the winter garden. 

So here are some suggestions to help you make 
your garden as lovely in winter as it is in summer. 
In my next article, “Sleeping Beauty Part 2,” I will 
shine a spotlight on my favorite plants to enliven 
the winter garden.

THE VIEWS FROM OUR WINDOWS
The main structural elements of the garden, like 
a beautiful stone wall or an elegant arbor, as 
well as the trees and shrubs, together with the 
shapes on the ground created by a flower bed 
or patio, are often collectively referred to as the 
“bones of the garden.” 

And in wintertime, when most trees are bare and 
the flowers are dormant, we become especially 
aware of the garden’s structural elements. As I like 
to say — winter exposes the bones of the garden.

It also stands to reason that, in winter, much of 
the time we enjoy the view of the garden from 
the warmth of our house, looking out from our 
windows. For me, looking out from my study 
window at a group of snow-covered garden 
chairs, patiently waiting for visitors, are like the 
ghosts of summer.

So, as you plan a new garden or contemplate 
proposed changes to your existing one, think 
about how your garden’s bones will look from the 

important windows in your house in every season. 

It can also be helpful to take a photograph of 
what you see from the window, and then make 
a black and white print. Now use this to imagine 
the winter scene and sketch out potential ways to 
embellish it. 

Ask yourself whether your garden’s structural 
elements, including the ones you are 
contemplating, create a balanced and cohesive 
picture even as the flowers are sleeping. 

Sometimes all it takes is the addition of a couple 
of small trees or perhaps a grouping of shrubs to 
complete the winter picture. 

SCULPTURAL PRUNING
As you look into the interior of older trees you 
will often observe a clutter of dead or crossing 
branches. This is not a particularly attractive 
sight — especially in winter, when there are no 
leaves to hide the mess. It is also not the best 
for the overall health of the tree, since the dead 
wood provides an entrance point for disease 
and the crossing branches mean that some of 
the leaves cannot get enough light for effective 
photosynthesis.

But this same visibility makes mid-winter a great 
time to do some careful pruning. 

For pruning large trees it is always best to 
bring in a professional arborist. But many 
home owners enjoy pruning smaller trees like 
serviceberries and crab apples. Before you 
start, check your local library for a good book 
on pruning, such as “Pruning and Training” by 
Christopher Brickell or “Pruning Made Easy” by 
Vermont author Lewis Hill. 

Generally, you want to start by carefully removing 
each dead branch at the point where it joins a live 
parent branch, and then take out any crossing 
branches that rub directly on other branches. As 
you do this, be sure not to leave any unsightly 
stubs which not only act as entry points for 
disease, but also look plain ugly.

Then finally remove any branches growing 

inwards, towards the center of the tree, or that 
otherwise clutter the silhouette of the branch 
pattern. (The pruning books I mention show how 
to do this correctly).

And, for trees that are prone to bleed sap — like 
maple and birch — be sure to prune them before 
the end of January while they are fully dormant.

Also, to avoid stressing any tree, in a single year 
you should not remove any more branches than 
will produce 25% of the tree’s total leaf area. 
Thus, if a tree requires a lot of pruning to bring it 
back into shape, this may need to be done over 
multiple winters. 

WELCOMING THE BIRDS
Like many of people, Dick and I love to welcome 
birds to our garden, especially during the winter 
months when their natural food is more scarce.

Chickadees are delightful little birds that flock 
to the sunflower seed feeders we hang near our 
windows, where they are joined by other small 
birds like goldfinch, nuthatches and titmice. Other 
birds, including juncos that look for their food 
on the ground, appreciate a little seed scattered 
around in a sheltered spot which does not get too 
much snow and the woodpeckers like to visit our 
suet feeder. 

Indeed, in locations at lower altitudes you will 
probably see many other winter birds in your 
garden, even bluebirds.

To attract any birds to your feeders it is always 
helpful to plant some shrubs and small trees fairly 
close to the house. Not only will they provide a 
sheltered landing spot as the birds fly in across 
the garden, but also a safe place where they can 
peck open seed hulls. 

And for some birds, shrubs that keep their berries 
in the winter months also provide an excellent 
source of food. While the cedar waxwings and 
evening grosbeaks leave our mountainous locale 
in the winter months, in years past we have 
observed birds like pine grosbeaks in January, 
enjoying the bright red fruit on the winterberries 
— Ilex verticillata— that grow around our driveway.

ORNAMENTS FOR ALL SEASONS
To my eye nothing looks more special than the 
sight of a beloved garden ornament set against a 
white snowy backdrop.

Let me tell you about two unique Vermont artists 
who have specialized in creating elegant garden 
ornaments that can stay outside all season long. 

The first is Stephen Procter who works out of his 
ceramics studio in Brattleboro. And his specialty is 
creating large and very elegant pots that can stay 
outside in all temperatures and all weathers. Visit 
stephenprocter.com to see some of his beautiful 
winter-hardy creations.

And it is many years ago since Dick and I were 
fortunate enough to discover Bill Heise, a 
wonderful sculptor in Burlington, who sadly is no 
longer living. Heise’s speciality was creating all 
manner of whimsical creatures out of pieces of 
iron that he would carefully salvage. And again, 
all his pieces can remain outdoors in all weathers 
and enliven our garden scene. 

At that time we were able to acquire four of his 
creations, all of which still have pride of place 
in our Goshen garden. While they look superb 
all year long, they are especially stunning in the 
snow. 

In this picture you can see one that Heise called 
“The Spirit Keeper,” who keeps a careful watch 
over our vegetable garden all winter long — until 
spring arrives once again to kiss the garden 
awake.

Judith Irven and Dick Conrad live in Goshen where 
together they nurture a large garden. 

Judith is a Vermont Certified Horticulturist and 
teaches Sustainable Home Landscaping for the 
Vermont Master Gardener program. You can 
subscribe to her blog about her Vermont gardening 
life at northcountryreflections.com. 

Dick is a landscape and garden photographer; 
you can see more of his photographs at 
northcountryimpressions.

A
“The Spirit Keeper,” a metal sculpture crafted by Bill Heise, is framed by a carefully pruned lilac bush in Judith’s Goshen garden. PHOTOS / DICK CONRAD

A chickadee perching in the serviceberry tree outside 
Judith’s kitchen window.This ceramic pot by Stephen Procter, which can remain outdoors in all weathers, adds beauty to the winter garden.

JUDITH IRVENBY

DICK CONRAD
WITH PHOTOS BY

SLEEPING BEAUTY
PART 1
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ACROSS
 1. Struck fi rmly

 6. Shirt part

12. Nevertheless

16. Article

17. Adornment

18. Educator’s helper

19. Healthcare pro

20. Atomic number 28

21. Extinct fl ightless bird

22. Mystic syllable

23. College sports decision 

maker (abbr.)

24. Edible mushrooms

26. Venerable English monk

28. Surrounded by

30. Forming fractional numbers 

from 4 onwards

31. Eastern France river

32. Short cry or yelp

34. Brew

35. Ornamental box

37. In a way, surfaced

39. Attired

40. Peculation

41. Netted

43. It shows you paid (abbr.)

44. Payroll fi rm

45. Antidiuretic hormone

47. Japanese classical theater

48. The fi rst two

50. Ancient burial chamber

52. Type of card

54. Expression of sorrow or pity

56. Hectoliter

57. Morning

59. NYC subway dweller

60. Law enforcement

61. Sodium

62. Elevated subway

63. Facility where wild animals 

are kept

66. Integrated circuit

67. Seaman’s tool

70. Drink to

71. Small group

DOWN
 1. Poem

 2. Everest is one (abbr.)

 3. Olympic legend Jesse

 4. Portable tent

 5. When you hope to get there

 6. Unwavering

 7. Back muscle

 8. Within

 9. Excessive fl uid 

accumulation in tissues

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box 
must contain each 
of the numbers 1 to 
9. Puzzles come in 
three grades: easy, 
medium and diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 13.

10. Six

11. Involved as a necessary part

12. 2002 Liotta, Patric fi lm

13. Living thing

14. Type of gin

15. Moved around in pursuit of 

fun

25. Makes light bulbs

26. Story of one’s life

27. Small island in a river

29. A type of bliss

31. Genus of large herons

33. A way to make dry

36. One’s grandmother

38. Vocal style

39. Pronunciation mark

41. American Indian chief or 

leader

42. Insecticide

43. Go bad

46. Capital of Zimbabwe

47. Polish river

49. Cast out

51. People of India and Sri 

Lanka

53. Cleaning fabrics

54. Very skilled

55. Pouches

58. Restaurant must-have

60. Native Americans from 

Arizona

64. Remaining after all 

deductions

65. Fleece

68. Dorm offi  cial

69. It cools your home

PuzzlesPuzzles

Email Christy to fi nd out how.
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Add your piece!Add your piece!
Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page
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Addison County’s Humane 
Society Homeward Bound 
completed its fi rst animal 
adoption in 2022. 

Callie, a fi ve year-old 
female calico cat weighing 
9 pounds, 7 ounces was 
adopted Jan. 4, at 11:46 
a.m., by Brie Heath of 
Vergennes. Callie arrived 
at the shelter with her own 
kittens and had such a 
strong nurturing instinct 
that she accepted other 
orphaned kittens and fed 
them as her own during her 
stay at the shelter. All of 
the kittens she mothered 
have left the “nest” and 
today it was Callie’s turn.

The adoption of Callie 
signifi es the fi rst of many 
adoptions that will be 
celebrated at the county’s 
humane society in 2022. 
Congratulations to Callie 
and Brie and cheers to the 
human-animal bond that 
makes life so sweet.

PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website. We may have a pet for you.
388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org

236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Mitzvah is a 2 year old who surveys 
the cat room from her perch.  She lives 
with other cats and gets along with them 
as long as they don’t get all up in her 
business! She’s not a dog fan. Mitzvah 
enjoys attention from her people and is 
an independent girl.

Stubby is named for her bobtail, 
which she ‘wags’ when expressing 
herself.  So adorable!  At 5 years 
old, she is a mature cat who loves 
attention and is very affectionate. She 
hasn’t shown any love toward dogs, 
though!

Radke has been with us longer than any 
other dog currently at the shelter. He 
came to us after living a very limited life. 
He had low exposure to the world due 
to a sheltered lifestyle and is startled by 
loud noises and fast movements. For 
this reason, homes with small children 
wouldn’t be appropriate for Radke – 
older kids are fine. He needs a calm and 
relaxing retirement with lots of love and 
yummy food to make up for his previous-
ly more marginalized lifestyle. Another 
calm dog may be okay for him. He has 
done well with other chill dogs. He is safe to live with cats. He is very timid, but 
loves nothing more than human affection.

Tommy is 7 years old. He seems to 
get along with other dogs, but not with 
cats and definitely not with chickens 
as he has acquired a taste for poultry. 
Tommy is very food motivated and 
knows basic commands. He would do 
best with no young kids in the home. 
He is a solid 47-pound low rider who 
will lounge on a dog bed near you 
while you work. He likes attention 
and head rubs and could benefit from 
regular exercise.

Irish is still available! This boy is a 
spring-loaded pup with the most loving 
personality. He has great energy and 
needs an owner who is down for endless 
snuggles, play and adventure time. Irish 
can’t be with other pets in the home, 
and has shown significant prey drive 
for small animals, as he unfortunately 
wasn’t socialized properly as a baby. He 
really needs a BFF human – it is literally 
all he wants. He says hi to everyone 
he sees and is nothing if not happy-go-
lucky.  He loves the car, attention, drive-throughs, and every single human that 
he meets!

Jitterbug is an independent bunny who loves 
her food and toys. She would do great in a 
calm home with an owner who would be inter-
ested in helping her become more accustomed 
to lots of human affection. She is not interested 
in having bunny friends at the moment, but 
could enjoy the company of other mellow pets 
in the home.

PPet of et of the the WWeekeek

First adoption of 2022!

Proud to help you provide quality care for all of your pets,
we know your animal companions are a central part of your life! 

PET FOOD
Quality Brands Including:

ASK ABOUT OURPet Food ClubEarn rewards for your purchases!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
338 Exchange Street, Middlebury

388-4937 • www.MiddleburyAgway.com
Mon - Fri 8-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sundays 9-4

Open 
7 days

Join our email list
 for preferred

customer savings!

TOYS &
TREATS

SELF SERVEAccessories
 & Grooming 

Supplies
Leashes • Harnesses 
Collars • Clothing 

Food Dishes 
Storage Bins 

 Beds & Baskets
Brushes, shampoos, skin treatment, ointments to keep your

pets’ coats healthy and problem free!
Kennels, Dog Houses & Carrying Cases
Come in and check the variety we have in stock!

   Large & Small Animal Products
    • Feed • Supplements • Training & Grooming Supplies
    • Cages, Foods, Treats & Bedding 
    • Bird food, toys and cages
    • Basics for fish, too!

Everything you need for pet support!

Feeders,
 Seed & Suet, 

Houses & 
Accessories.

Wild Bird 
Supplies

YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™   •  www.middleburyagway.com

Think of Agway when you think of your pets!

Brie Heath and Callie the cat.

Send us your pet!
Here’s how it works:

1. Take a picture of your pet.
2. Write a couple sentances 

about why they are the best 
pet in the whole wide world.

3. Email the photo and 
paragraph to news@ad-
disonindependent.com.

4. Run to get 100 copies of the 
paper with your adorable 
(and famous) pet in print!

Pet of the 
WEEK
Pet of the 
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BURNHAM MUSIC SERIES PULLS THE PLUG

The Burnham Music Series announced 
just before the Christmas holiday that 
Dave Keller’s Dec. 11 show would be the 
last in their winter series. 

“We are sorry to announce that the 
Burnham Hall Committee has decided 
to discontinue this season’s music 
series,” read a statement on the 
Burnham Music Series Facebook page. 
“Stay safe, everyone.”

The monthly concert series that calls 
Lincoln’s Burnham Hall its home 
decided to pull the plug because of the 
rising risk of COVID exposure with the 
Omicron variant.

The Burnham Hall committee reported 
that they had decided to cancel the 
Burnham Series for the rest of the 

season, (January through May 2022) 
“due to a combination of the dwindling 
income and a rising number of COVID 
cases.” They hope that the series 
will continue when the environment 
becomes more favorable for crowds. 

The series kicked off  its 10th season 
in early October with Abby Sherman 
and The Way North, followed by The 
Revenants in November and Dave 
Keller last month. On the line up were 
Hot Pickin’ Party, Will Patton Ensemble, 
Marcie Hernandez, The Fried Dough 
Boys and The Michele Fay Band 
concluding the series in May.

For more information visit facebook.
com/BMSlincoln, or call 802-388-6863.

— Elsie Lynn Parini

MAC PERFORMING ARTS SERIES 
GOES VIRTUAL FOR JANUARY

The Mahaney Arts Center at Middlebury College, 
has decided to move its three Performing 
Arts Series concerts in January to virtual. 
Performances by Sophie Shao, Chamber Music 
Society of Lincoln Center and Zoë Keating will 
now be streamed only. 

The streaming price is $15 to watch Shao and 
Keating; the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln 

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G

SEE VIRTUAL ON PAGE 16

Sophie Shao’s and all other January performances for the 
MAC Performing Arts Series will be streamed online only. 

Hot Pickin’ Party was up next in the monthly Burnham Music Series’ line up. Unfortunately, the rise in 
COVID exposure and lack of funds were enough to cancel the rest of the season. Hot Pickin’ Party’s 
January concert was on the chopping block fi rst, followed by the Will Patton Ensemble, Marcie 
Hernandez, The Fried Dough Boys and The Michele Fay Band.

Thank You!Thank You!
We do it ALL for you.
Addy Indy readers deserve 
the best! That’s why we 
work every day to bring 
you excellent local coverage 
of our towns, schools, 
athletics, businesses, 
entertainment and more.

connect with us
@ADDISONINDEPENDENT
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PuzzlePuzzle

Email Christy to fi nd out how.
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Add your piece!Add your piece!
Be the next sponsor 
of the puzzle page

For more information, email 
Christy Lynn at middskibum@gmail.com
Do you like to ski? Join for some friendly competition with Friday 
afternoon races and put the smack down on your buddy. 
All skiing levels welcome (as long as you can make it down the Allen)!

Starting Friday, Jan. 14
For more information email middskibum@gmail.com 
or Margaret Eagan at eagan53@myfairpoint.net
Do you like to ski? Join on Friday afternoons for some friendly competition at 
the Middlebury Snow Bowl followed by stellar aprés parties at local restaurants. 
All skiing levels welcome (as long as you can make it down the Allen)! $25 registration fee.

New England Musicians 
Relief Fund accepts 
new applications from 
musicians in need

A
s COVID-19 once again 
threatens to shut down 
performing arts venues 
across New England, the New 
England Musicians Relief 
Fund (NEMRF) is stepping up 
eff orts to help professional 
musicians who suff er fi nancial 
hardship intensifi ed by the 

pandemic. NEMRF is now accepting new 
applications from musicians in need. 
Founded in 2020 in response to the acute 
crisis created by the COVID-19 shutdown 
of live music, NEMRF has given out nearly 
$500,000 in direct relief to musicians who 
lost work. 

Infections from the Omicron variant of 
COVID-19 are currently spreading at 
record breaking rates. Local and state 
governments are reinstituting restrictions 
on live performances, causing some 
venues to cut back on live entertainment. 
The moves have been devastating for 
professional musicians. 

“Ticket sales have stalled, shows are being 
canceled, and professional musicians who 
depend on this time of the year to make 
the bulk of their income are left feeling 
like once again the rug has been pulled 
from under them,” said Gabriel Langfur 
Rice, trombonist and president of the 
NEMRF. “Medical bills, rent, child care, 

SEE MUSICIANS ON PAGE 16
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This property has a very nice lot with excellent subdivision potential. The cabin 
is rustic and will not qualify for a residential loan in its current condition. The site 
is worth expanding the cabin and making it into a nice home. It is within walking 
distance of town. The house site is fairly private with lovely trees and even a pretty 

view of Chipman Hill. Bring your imagination and think 
of the possibilities of what can be done with this unique 
Middlebury property.

272 PETERSON TERRACE, MIDDLEBURY
$135,000

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Middlebury property full of potential

This week’s property is managed by Champlain Valley Properties. 
More info at champlainvalleyproperty.net.
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL  
HOUSING   
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Sharon Brown | Community Lender | NMLS #491713

G I V E  U S 

A  C A L L 

T O D A Y !
Sydney Starkman

real
estate

A D V E R T I S E  O N  T H I S  P A G E

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M

 8 0 2 - 3 8 8 - 4 9 4 4

Jenna Hunsinger Christy Lynn Tom Van Sant

Irena Pavlin
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32 Merchants Row, Middlebury, VT
802-388-9836  •  www.vtregroup.com

Your Forever Agents, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

NEIL MACKEY
(802) 238-3865

neilmackey@vtregroup.com

DEB HILLMAN
(802) 989-2962

debhillman@vtregroup.com

SUE MACKEY
(802) 989-1417

suemackey@vtregroup.com

LIZ MARINO
(802) 989-1043

lizmarino@vtregroup.com

AMY YOUNG
(802) 345-8490

amyyoung@vtregroup.com

JAN BARK
(802) 989-0002 

janbark@vtregroup.com

LISA SARGENT
(802) 989-8880

lisasargent@vtregroup.com

NIKHIL PLOUFFE
(802) 458-2968

Nikhilplouffe@vtregroup.com
SAM RYAN

(802) 349-7808 | samryan@vtregroup.com

JEFF OLSON
(802) 989-9441

jeffolson@vtregroup.com

We are pleased to announce new agent 
Sam Ryan to our office. Sam is a lifelong 

Vermont resident. She loves baking, 
dancing and spending time with her cats 

and dogs. In addition to being a realtor she 
is also a substitute teacher and owner of The 

Braided Loaf bakery. She lives in Whiting 
with her husband, Aidan, and is the proud 

mama of their son Jamie.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices-Vermont Realty Group
Local Experts, Vermont Experienced, National Exposure.

VIRTUAL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

MUSICIANS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

studio time, 
and the bills 
that were put 
off  during the 
pandemic are 
adding up 
to a fi nancial 
crisis for too 

many of our colleagues.” 

For those musicians who continue to 
persevere, the threat of extraordinary 
hardship looms larger than ever, 
especially with the expiration of 
unemployment and other pandemic 
assistance. The road to recovery for 
live music and professional musicians 
will be long. NEMRF is committed to 
helping musicians facing hardship 
for years to come, acting as a safety 
net for musicians facing extraordinary 
expenses or catastrophic income loss. 

The New England Musicians Relief 
Fund is currently accepting applications 
from musicians facing extraordinary 
hardship. Musicians can apply for relief 
funds at NEMRF.org/apply.

Supporters wishing to make a tax-
deductible donation to the New 
England Musicians Relief Fund may do 
so at NEMRF.org/takeaction. 

Center’s Pablo 
Casals event 
is free, though 
viewers still need 
to reserve a free 
ticket.

Here’s the new 
virtual line up for the MAC Performing Arts 
Series this month:

FRIDAY, JAN. 14
Sophie Shao, Cello
Anna Polonsky, Piano
7:30 p.m., stream from home only
Streaming tickets: $15/5; 48-hour playback

One hundred years ago this week, The 
Middlebury Campus headline read “Casals 
Captivates Large Audience: World’s Greatest 
Cellist Plays in Chapel,” when famed Catalan 
cellist Pablo Casals appeared during 
our Performing Arts Series’ third season.  
Sophie Shao’s 2022 concert will kick off  our 
yearlong celebration of Casals and the cello.

FRIDAY, JAN. 21
Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center
Musical Heritage: Pablo Casals
7:30 p.m., stream from home only
Tickets: Free; 48-hour playback

The great Catalan cellist Pablo Casals 

(1876–1973) stands alone as arguably the 
most infl uential and universally revered 
instrumentalist of all time. He was fi rst cellist 
in history to recognize Bach’s “Six Solo 
Suites” as great music, and the fi rst to record 
them. This was only one of the musical 
milestones of this extraordinary man, who 
not only dominated cello playing for more 
than half a century, but also served as an 
uncompromising and indisputable voice of 
social conscience.

FRIDAY, JAN. 28
Zoë Keating, Cello
7:30 p.m., stream from home only
Streaming tickets: $15/5; 48-hour playback

Extraordinary Vermont-based cellist and 
composer Zoë Keating continues our cello 
celebration with a contemporary lens. A 
one-woman orchestra, she uses a cello 
and a foot-controlled laptop to record 
layer upon layer of cello, creating intricate, 
haunting, and compelling music. Keating 
has a devoted global audience and her self-
released albums have reached No. 1 several 
times on the iTunes classical chart. She has 
composed music for ballet, theater, fi lm and 
radio and lends her music regularly to fi lm, 
TV, dance productions and commercials.

For tickets and more info visit middlebury.
edu/college/arts/performing-arts-series.
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Dark humor
A web series shot by Middlebury 

College students is offbeat, to say 

the least. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

By the way

Make it four
The Eagles finished strong in the 

D-II field hockey final and won 

another title. See Sports, Page 1B. Veterans Day
Veterans help others & others help

veterans. See our Salute to Veterans 

inside Arts + Leisure.

VTrans launches another study of Vergennes truck route

Youth transformed 

by school assault

Police investigate incident at Mt. Abe

ACSD plan won’t focus 

on closure of schools

(See ACSD, Page 16A)

(See Surgery, Page 12A)

The doctor is in…

for pets in need

Homeward Bound launches surgeries

(See Food shelf, Page 16A)

(See Truck route, Page 12A)

Human food shelf to serve pets, too

Turkey farm preps for Thanksgiving

People are asking for 

bigger birds this year

(See Turkeys, Page 15A)

(See Assault, Page 10A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Beginning 

Monday, Nov. 15, Middlebury’s 

Helping Overcome Poverty’s 

Effects (HOPE) food shelf will be 

open not only to humans, but also 

their furry and feathered friends.

It’s a collaboration between 

HOPE — a nonprofit, poverty-

fighting organization based at 282 

Boardman St. — and Homeward 

Bound, Addison County’s Humane 

Society, right next door at 236 

Boardman St. HOPE has for many 

years operated a food shelf to help 

people feed themselves and their 

families. And now that same food 

shelf will include a selection of 

dry and wet food for low-income 

families’ dogs and cats.

It was in early 2019 that 

Homeward Bound Executive 

Director 
Jessica 

Danyow 

approached 
HOPE’s 

top 

administrator, Jeanne Montross, 

for advice on how to serve low-

income clients of Homeward 

Bound. This conversation led tothe  

creation of Homeward Bound’s Pet 

Community Outreach Resources 

& Education (PetCORE) program, 

through which income-eligible 

folks can receive free supplemental 

food and flea-tick preventatives for 

their animals. The program also 

gives clients access to affordable 

pet wellness care and spay/neuter 

services.Danyow 
explained 

that 

PetCORE has grown in popularity 

since its founding — so much 

so the organization this summer 

began leasing a large storage closet 

at neighboring HOPE to house pet 

Now 
that 

vaccinated 

volunteers are allowed in area 

public schools, Addison Central 

School District officials are 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

ORWELL — If sales data from Stonewood 

Farm are any indication, more people are 

planning to host Thanksgiving meals this year, 

compared with 2020 during the first year of the 

pandemic. And they’re expecting larger parties 

at their tables.
“We sold smaller turkeys last year,” said 

Peter Stone, owner of the 800-acre family farm 

in Orwell. “And we are definitely selling bigger 

turkeys this year.”
Thanksgiving is celebrated on the fourth 

Thursday of November, which this year falls on 

the 25th.Stores such as the Middlebury Natural Foods 

Co-op — and hundreds more across New 

England and New York — have until Nov. 15 to 

place their final orders for Stonewood turkeys, 

so Stone doesn’t have all of the data yet. But 

to date sales in 2021 have been higher than in 

previous years, he said.

Stonewood Farm raises and processes more 

than 30,000 turkeys a year, making it the largest 

THANKSGIVING SEASON HAS begun for Peter Stone, owner of Stonewood Farm in Orwell. Stonewood raises and processes more than 

30,000 turkeys a year and expects to sell half of them this month. The rest are processed for value-added products like sausage and ground 

turkey.

Independent photos/Christopher Ross

turkey operation in Vermont. Addison County’s 

other major turkey purveyor, Misty Knoll Farms 

in New Haven also raises thousands of meat 

birds, but many of them are chickens.

Thanksgiving is of course the most busy 

time of the year at Stonewood, and the farm 

usually expects to sell about half of its turkeys 

in November.
TURKEY LORE
Peter Stone’s parents, Paul and Frances Stone, 

purchased the farm in 1976. Back then it was a 

dairy farm.After about a decade, “my father didn’t want 

to milk cows anymore,” Stone said, so he did 

some research and was intrigued by turkeys and 

the history of turkey farming in Vermont.

That history, as VTDigger columnist Mark 

Bushnell pointed out in 2016, goes back more 

than 200 years.
Bushnell describes a pre-railroad Vermont, 

where turkey farmers had to walk their turkeys 

to market, which was sometimes as far away as 

Boston.Supply wagons accompanied the farmers and 

their birds, carrying food and tents “and enough 

corn to help the birds maintain their weight 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — A group 

is restarting its work on a plan 

that will help the Addison Central 

School District prioritize which 

of its buildings it should keep and 

upgrade and which it shouldn’t, in 

light of declining enrollment and 

rising education costs. The ACSD 

board’s Facilities Committee is due 

to deliver its Facilities Master Plan 

(FMP) by Dec. 13. 

In a major change in approach, 

the master plan won’t include any 

recommendations for specific school 

closures. Based on ACSD board feedback, 

a review of student population 

trends and the layout of the district’s 

current seven elementary schools, 

the committee had been preparing 

a plan that envisioned closing 

preK-5th grade elementary schools 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Knowing 

that the love of a pet is priceless, 

Homeward Bound is about to 

make it easier for financially 

strapped people to afford basic 

surgeries for their favorite four-

legged friends.
The Middlebury nonprofit, 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — Officials 

from the Vermont Agency of 

Transportation and two engineering 

and design firms told about 110 

in-person and online attendees at 

the Vergennes Opera House on 

Nov. 4 that the new study of an 

alternate truck route for Vergennes 

would produce a better result than 

previous efforts.
VTrans Policy, Planning and 

Research Director Joe Segale 

insisted the recently started three-

year “Planning & Environmental 

Linkages (PEL) Study” would 

include a review of all possibilities 

and a level of public outreach not 

seen previously.
“This is not starting over,” said 

Segale, the project manager for the 

effort. “This is moving forward.”

The process is also a new 

requirement for the federal funding 

for what will be an expensive final 

project. A 1995 study put a $52.5 million 

price tag on its preferred 2.5-

mile northern route past the city, 

including a new bridge over Otter 

Creek. And in 2019 a study that 

preferred a shorter route through 

northern Vergennes, still with 

a bridge, came up with a $27.5 

million estimate. 
The project, which includes 

seven more formal occasions for 

public questions and testimony, 

also welcomes public comment 

and questions at vergennespel.com. 

Interviews with stakeholders 

and focus groups are also planned, 

and VTrans officials and engineers 

from WSP USA and Dubois & 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — A seventh-grader 

at Mount Abraham Union Middle 

School who was physically attacked 

by another student during school 

last week has come home from the 

hospital and continues to recover 

from his injuries.
And he is ready to take on the 

world, his mother says.

“This kid is amazing, I can’t even 

tell you,” she told the Independent

Saturday night. “He’s doing a lot 

better than every adult around him.”

And he hopes his attacker gets 

the help he needs.
The seventh-grader is still 

struggling to remember everything 

that happened during the Nov. 1 

incident, but the school did provide 

his mother with some information 

that has helped her piece together 

the story.ATTACKThe attack occurred during the 

lunch block, according to school 

officials, and the mother of the 

LARGE ANIMAL VETERINARIAN Alan Clarisse went to 

Homeward Bound looking for a barn cat but ended up taking 

a job performing surgeries on cats and other small domestic 

animals at the Addison County Humane Society.
Photo courtesy of Jessica Danyow
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Award winner

New Haven native credits local 

teachers fo
r aiding in her writing 

success. S
ee Arts + Leisure.

By the way
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Eagles take off

The Mount Abe-VUHS co-op 

football team bested
 OV for its 

first w
in. See Sports, P

age 1B.

Midd quiz

Learn more about the shire to
wn’s 

downtown in an archictectural 

scavenger hunt. See Page 2A. 

BLM flag can fly at

Middlebury schools

Middlebury schools

New school-funding math could hurt local budgets

Lawmakers scrutinize pupil ‘weights’
(See BLM flag, Page 12A)

(See School funding, Page 10A)

(See Broadband, Page 11A)

Schools troubled by student behavior

Bristol teachers beg for help

Short-staffed MUMS in turmoil 

Light shines bright on solar project

Dignitaries help 

launch Middlebury 

College array

$2.3M grant to help county internet provider
(See Solar, Page 16A)

(See MUMS, Page 11A)

(See Bristol teachers, Page 9A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY 
— 

Almost two years after 

floating their original 

request to fly the Black 

Lives Matter flag at 

Middlebury Union High 

School, students there 

will now be able to raise 

that banner.

After many months 

of impassioned debate 

interrupted at times 

by the COVID-19 

pandemic, the Addison 

Central School Distric
t 

board on Monday 

approved a policy 

that will allow the 

flying — for a limited time — of 

banners other than just the U.S. 

and Vermont flags on the primary 

flagpole at the entrance of any 

ACSD school.

And the board made quick use 

of their new policy at the same 

meeting, unanimously endorsing 

the flying of the BLM flag on the 

MUHS flagpole through the end of 

the current school year.

It was a defining 

m o m e n t 

following a 

l e n g t h y 

s t a l ema t e 

d u r i n g 

w h i c h 

b o a r d 

members 

had found themselves 

divided into two 

camps: one in which 

some 
members 

asserted the primary flagpole at 

school should be reserved for 

governmental emblems, and the 

other with members arguing the 

flagpole is an important messaging 

hub that should be harnessed 

to project support of causes 

compatible with ACSD policy and 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

ADDISON COUNTY — 

Addison County nonprofit internet 

provider Maple Broadband was 

awarded $2.3 million on Oct. 4 

by the newly formed Vermont 

Community Broadband Board 

(VCBB) to fund its 
critical 

“preconstruction” phase.

Those funds are part of money 

originally awarded to Vermont from 

the American Rescue Plan Act, or 

ARPA, and then designated by the 

Legislature to support the state’s 

nine nonprofit Communications 

Union Distric
ts (C

UDs), of which 

Maple Broadband is one. 

The VCBB was created this 

year to coordinate statewide 

broadband expansion efforts, 

including overseeing the CUDs 

and administer the $150 million 

of funding lawmakers set aside for 

them via grants, according to need 

through an application process.

Ferrisburgh’s Steve Huffaker, 

chair of the all-volunteer Maple 

Broadband board, said although 

the first in
stallment of VCBB grant 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Two years 

ago, educator Fawnda Buttolph’s 

favorite place to substitute teach 

was Middlebury Union Middle 

School.

Now she won’t go back.

During a heartfelt speech 

before the Addison Central 

School Distric
t Board on Monday, 

Buttolph tearfully shared some 

of her personal stories about 

recent subbing stints at MUMS. 

Her concerns ran the gamut from 

undisciplined children to stressed 

teachers who are hard-pressed to 

maintain classroom presence and 

decorum while fulfilling added 

responsibilities associated with the 

new International Baccalaureate 

program.

Buttolph specifically told the 

board:
• “The teachers feel that they 

have barely any time to teach with 

all the meetings they are expected to 

attend concerning (the International 

Baccalaureate program),” Buttolph 

said. “They feel they are unable to 

establish routines and programs 

because they are constantly 

being pulled out of their classes 

for something. Students are at a 

deficit academically, socially, and 

emotionally and need consistency 

and routine, yet they are not getting 

this because it seems like every 

other day the students are being 

taught by a sub or paraeducator.”

• “The halls were filled with 

yelling and foul language, students 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Some of 

the state’s brightest political, 

academic and entrepreneurial 

stars converged on a picturesque 

pasture in Middlebury on Tuesday 

morning, but it was the sun that 

stole the show.

Aside from being out in full 

force on what was a warm fall 

morning, the sun will be the 

lifeblood of a 5-megawatt solar 

farm to be sited on 30 acres of 

Middlebury College-owned land 

off South Street Extension. Once 

completed next year, the farm’s 

29,000 panels will provide the 

college with about 30 percent of its 

total electricity use. That will help 

the college reach its Energy2028 

initiative goal of receiving 100% 

of its energy through renewable 

sources by 2028.

U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy, 

Vermont Lt. Gov. Molly Gray, 

and 
Middlebury 

College 

President Laurie Patton were 

among those who participated 

in a groundbreaking ceremony 

for the solar farm project, to be 

built in partnership with Encore 

Renewable Energy and Green 

Mountain Power.

Patton, also a longtime 

professor of religions, noted the 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

VERMONT — When you’re 

struggling to get by, it can be 

disheartening to learn that, on top 

of everything else, you may be 

getting a better than average deal 

out of an inequitable system that 

will so
on change.

This is essentially the situation 

Addison County’s three school 

distric
ts face as the Task Force on 

the Implementation of the Pupil 

Weighting Factors Report develops 

an action plan and proposed 

legislation that would “ensure 

all public school students have 

equitable access to educational 

opportunities.”

What does this have to do with 

our local schools?

The “Pupil Weighting Factors 

Report” — which was submitted 

to the Vermont Legislature in 

2019 and subsequently dissected 

by educators and policymakers, as 

well as the Task Force’s ongoing 

investigations 
— concludes, 

among other things, that Vermont’s 

decades-old method of calculating 

equalized pupils doesn’t reflect 

the state’s current educational 

conditions, and this is u
ndermining 

attempts to provide every student 

with equitable opportunities.

The report recommends several 

options for fixing this. All of them — 

and almost certainly any variation 

of them that might eventually get 

passed into law — would reduce 

the number of equalized pupils 

in the Addison Central, Addison 

Northwest and Mount Abraham 

Unified school distric
ts. Fewer 

equalized pupils would translate 

into higher educational tax rates, 

reduced educational spending or 

some combination of both.

And this stin
gs.

“We were already struggling 

to manage declining enrollment 

and risin
g costs, e

specially health 

care,” ANWSD Board Chair John 

Stroup told the Independent.

State Sen. Ruth Hardy, 

D-Middlebury, who co-chairs the 

Task Force, acknowledged that 

the Vergennes-area school distric
t, 

because of its r
elatively small siz

e, 

may feel more negatively effected 

by any proposed school funding 

Are you living on a small fixed 

income and having difficulty 

paying property taxes on your 

home? You might be entitled 

to some tax relief when you file 

your Homestead Declaration. 

The deadline for filing is O
ct. 15. 

Filing a Homestead Declaration is 

required by the state of Vermont 

and can result in a significant 

reduction to your annual property 

tax bill. You can find more 

information on how to file here: 

tinyurl.com/hv294fhh. If you’re 

having difficulty filing the forms, 

the Middlebury nonprofit Helping 

Overcome Poverty’s Effects can 

help; call them at (802) 388-3608.

The Monkton Museum and 

Historical Society (MM&HS) will 

host noted historian and Civil War 

author Howard Coffin for a Vermont 

Humanities Council Presentation 

on Monday, Oct. 18, at 7 p.m. The 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — A Bristol 

Elementary School teacher broke 

down in tears during Tuesday 

night’s meeting of the Mount 

Abraham Unified School Distric
t 

board as she tried to describe an 

incident she and her students had 

experienced the previous Thursday, 

Oct. 7.
“I’m sorry,” she said. “This is 

just heartbreaking.”

A couple of her BES colleagues 

got up and stood beside her, offering 

support, and she continued.

“Around 2 p.m. (that day), we 

had to evacuate the classroom as 

a student entered the classroom 

in an aggressive manner and was 

throwing objects at adults and in 

the classroom,” the teacher said.

After they evacuated, “students 

expressed fears about their safety, 

their things, and their hard work in 

our classroom being destroyed,” 

she continued.

Upon re-entering the classroom 

45 minutes later, the teacher 

discovered that damage had been 

inflicted to a projector, a closet 

door and instructional materials.

She locked the door.

Fifteen minutes later the student 

returned, “still 
escalated,” the 

Touching down

A RED TAILED Hawk sticks the landing in the top of a pine tree this past Sunday in West Addison. 

The Ferrisburgh photographer captured the intense concentration of the bird combined with its 

effortless confidence.

Photo by Stephanie Warner

U.S. SEN. PATRICK LEAHY and Vermont Lt. Gov. Molly Gray 

were among several dignitaries invited to participate in Tuesday’s 

ceremonial groundbreaking of a new, 5-Megawatt solar farm off 

South Street Extension in Middlebury that will deliver renewable 

energy to Middlebury College.
Independent photo/John S. McCright

“What we are seeing in 

our schools is reflective 

of the fact th
at our 

students who were 

struggling most before 

the pandemic are the 

ones impacted most 

significantly by the 

pandemic.”

— Supt. Patrick
 Reen
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Learn more about the shire to
wn’s 

downtown in an archictectural 

scavenger hunt. See Page 2A. 

BLM flag can fly at

Middlebury schools

Middlebury schools

New school-funding math could hurt local budgets
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Schools troubled by student behavior

Bristol teachers beg for help

Short-staffed MUMS in turmoil 

Light shines bright on solar project

Dignitaries help 

launch Middlebury 

College array

$2.3M grant to help county internet provider

(See Bristol teachers, Page 

meeting, unanimously endorsing 

meeting, unanimously endorsing 

the flying of the BLM flag on the 

the flying of the BLM flag on the 

MUHS flagpole through the end of 

MUHS flagpole through the end of 

the current school year.

the current school year.

It was a defining 

It was a defining 

m o m e n t 

m o m e n t 

following a 

following a 

l e n g t h y 

l e n g t h y 

s t a l ema t e 

s t a l ema t e 

d u r i n g 
d u r i n g 

w h i c h 
w h i c h 

b o a r d 
b o a r d 

members 
member s 

had found themselves 

had found themselves 

divided into two 

divided into two 

camps: one in which 

camps: one in which 

some 
members 

some 
members 

asserted the primary flagpole at 

asserted the primary flagpole at 

school should be reserved for 

school should be reserved for 

governmental emblems, and the 

other with members arguing the 

flagpole is an important messaging 

hub that should be harnessed 

to project support of causes 

compatible with ACSD policy and 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

ADDISON COUNTY — 

Addison County nonprofit internet 

provider Maple Broadband was 

awarded $2.3 million on Oct. 4 

by the newly formed Vermont 

Community Broadband Board 

(VCBB) to fund its 
critical 

“preconstruction” phase.

Those funds are part of money 

originally awarded to Vermont from 

the American Rescue Plan Act, or 

ARPA, and then designated by the 

Legislature to support the state’s 

nine nonprofit Communications 

Union Distric
ts (C

UDs), of which 

Maple Broadband is one. 

The VCBB was created this 

year to coordinate statewide 

broadband expansion efforts, 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Two years 

ago, educator Fawnda Buttolph’s 

favorite place to substitute teach 

was Middlebury Union Middle 

Now she won’t go back.

During a heartfelt speech 

before the Addison Central 

School Distric
t Board on Monday, 

Buttolph tearfully shared some 

of her personal stories about 

recent subbing stints at MUMS. 

Her concerns ran the gamut from 

undisciplined children to stressed 

teachers who are hard-pressed to 

maintain classroom presence and 

decorum while fulfilling added 

responsibilities associated with the 

new International Baccalaureate 

program.

Buttolph specifically told the 

board:
• “The teachers feel that they 

have barely any time to teach with 

all the meetings they are expected to 

attend concerning (the International 

Baccalaureate program),” Buttolph 

said. “They feel they are unable to 

establish routines and programs 

because they are constantly 

being pulled out of their classes 

for something. Students are at a 

deficit academically, socially, and 

emotionally and need consistency 

and routine, yet they are not getting 

this because it seems like every 

other day the students are being 

taught by a sub or paraeducator.”

•
yelling and foul language, students 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Some of 

the state’s brightest political, 

academic and entrepreneurial 

stars converged on a picturesque 

pasture in Middlebury on Tuesday 

morning, but it was the sun that 

stole the show.

Aside from being out in full 

force on what was a warm fall 

morning, the sun will be the 

lifeblood of a 5-megawatt solar 

farm to be sited on 30 acres of 

Middlebury College-owned land 

off South Street Extension. Once 

completed next year, the farm’s 

29,000 panels will provide the 

college with about 30 percent of its 

total electricity use. That will help 

the college reach its Energy2028 

initiative goal of receiving 100% 

of its energy through renewable 

sources by 2028.

U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy, 

Vermont Lt. Gov. Molly Gray, 

and 
Middlebury 

College 

President Laurie Patton were 

among those who participated 

in a groundbreaking ceremony 

for the solar farm project, to be 

built in partnership with Encore 

Renewable Energy and Green 

to the Vermont Legislature in 

2019 and subsequently dissected 
options for fixing this. All of them — 

and almost certainly any variation 

of them that might eventually get 

passed into law — would reduce 

the number of equalized pupils 

in the Addison Central, Addison 

Northwest and Mount Abraham 

“We were already struggling 

to manage declining enrollment 

and risin
g costs, e

specially health 

care,” ANWSD Board Chair John 

Stroup told the Independent.

State Sen. Ruth Hardy, 

D-Middlebury, who co-chairs the 

Task Force, acknowledged that 

the Vergennes-area school distric
t, 

because of its r
elatively small siz

e, 

may feel more negatively effected 

by any proposed school funding 

incident she and her students had 

experienced the previous Thursday, 

“I’m sorry,” she said. “This is 

A couple of her BES colleagues 

got up and stood beside her, offering 

support, and she continued.

“Around 2 p.m. (that day), we 

had to evacuate the classroom as 

a student entered the classroom 

in an aggressive manner and was 

throwing objects at adults and in 

the classroom,” the teacher said.

After they evacuated, “students 

expressed fears about their safety, 

their things, and their hard work in 

our classroom being destroyed,” 

she continued.

Upon re-entering the classroom 

45 minutes later, the teacher 

discovered that damage had been 

inflicted to a projector, a closet 

door and instructional materials.

She locked the door.

Fifteen minutes later the student 

returned, “still 
escalated,” the 

 RED TAILED Hawk sticks the landing in the top of a pine tree this past Sunday in West Addison. 

The Ferrisburgh photographer captured the intense concentration of the bird combined with its 

Photo by Stephanie Warner

U.S. SEN. PATRICK LEAHY and Vermont Lt. Gov. Molly Gray 

were among several dignitaries invited to participate in Tuesday’s 

ceremonial groundbreaking of a new, 5-Megawatt solar farm off 

South Street Extension in Middlebury that will deliver renewable 

energy to Middlebury College.

“What we are seeing in 

our schools is reflective 

of the fact th
at our 

students who were 

struggling most before 

the pandemic are the 

ones impacted most 

significantly by the 

pandemic.”

— Supt. Patrick
 Reen
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New school-funding math could hurt local budgets

Schools troubled by student behavior

Bristol teachers beg for help

Short-staffed MUMS in turmoil 

Light shines bright on solar project

$2.3M grant to help county internet provider

(See Bristol teachers, Page 

originally awarded to Vermont from 

the American Rescue Plan Act, or 

ARPA, and then designated by the 

Legislature to support the state’s 

nine nonprofit Communications 

Union Distric
ts (C

UDs), of which 

The VCBB was created this 

year to coordinate statewide 

broadband expansion efforts, 

said. “They feel they are unable to 

establish routines and programs 

because they are constantly 

being pulled out of their classes 

for something. Students are at a 

deficit academically, socially, and 

emotionally and need consistency 

and routine, yet they are not getting 

this because it seems like every 

other day the students are being 

taught by a sub or paraeducator.”

•
yelling and foul language, students 

throwing objects at adults and in 

the classroom,” the teacher said.

After they evacuated, “students 

expressed fears about their safety, 

their things, and their hard work in 

our classroom being destroyed,” 

she continued.

Upon re-entering the classroom 

45 minutes later, the teacher 

discovered that damage had been 

inflicted to a projector, a closet 

door and instructional materials.

She locked the door.

Fifteen minutes later the student 

returned, “still 
escalated,” the 

U.S. SEN. PATRICK LEAHY and Vermont Lt. Gov. Molly Gray 

were among several dignitaries invited to participate in Tuesday’s 

ceremonial groundbreaking of a new, 5-Megawatt solar farm off 

South Street Extension in Middlebury that will deliver renewable 
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Tale well told

Opera Company of Middlebury 

wonderfully retells
 Bernstein’s 

‘Candide.’ See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Close call

The Tiger girls’ te
nnis team came 

one match short of the program’s 

fi rst ti
tle sin

ce 1996. See Page 1B.

Big top

Lincoln preschool staged a circus 

to show off its C
OVID-inspired 

outdoor classroom. Page 2A.

Gov. lifts
 COVID restrictions

With 80% vaccination target reached, much of life can return to normal

Addison County takes

stock of the change

(See Vermont, Page 16A)

(See Reactions, Page 16A)

Culinary collective

serves fl avor & hope

Mexican women start local food venture  

Addison sets vote on 

ANWSD withdrawal

Teacher and

coach retires

from MUHS

Atkins looked to 

chemistry in both

(See Atkins, Page 17A)

(See ANWSD, Page 12A)

(See El Sabor, Page 8A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Cindy Atkins 

is a person with special skills.

Not many people, after all, can 

recite the periodic table of elements 

and dribble two basketballs at the 

same time.

Well, Atkins is ready to “slow 

her roll” after 34 years as a science 

educator at Middlebury Union High 

School. She’s stepping down as 

chemistry teacher, but you’ll still 

catch glimpses of her at MUHS, 

where she’ll serve as a part-tim
e 

International Baccalaureate (IB) 

Diploma Program coordinator for 

grades 11 and 12.

You’ll also likely see her at local 

basketball games, either as a coach 

or an avid spectator.

“I love what I’m doing, and I 

can’t completely retire,” she said 

during a recent interview.

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — “El Sabor” 

translated from Spanish means 

“fl avor.”

But it’s a word that has taken 

on many more defi nitions for 14 

Central American women, many 

of them the trailing spouses of 

migrant farmworkers, now living 

in Addison County. Thirteen of 

them hail from Mexico, one is 

from Guatemala.

To them, “El Sabor” also 

represents hope, entrepreneurship, 

togetherness, creativity and hard 

work — all of it hopefully leading 

to a bigger piece of the American 

dream.
Simply put, “Viva el Sabor” is 

a women-led collective dedicated 

to introducing the food and culture 

of Mexico and Central America 

to Vermont and promoting 

community and economic justice 

for its members, according to 

Elizabeth Ready, former executive 

director of John Graham Housing 

& Services, and now a helper for 

the collective.

The talented members of Viva El 

Sabor will ste
p out of the shadows 

of the county’s agricultural 

landscape to make their fi rst big 

splash at a fi esta on Middlebury’s 

Marble Works green on Saturday, 

June 26, from 5-9 p.m., during 

which they’ll serve up a cornucopia 

Graduation 2021!

By HANNAH LAGA ABRAM

MONTPELIER — After 

Vermont reached a critical 

milestone 
in 

COVID-19 

vaccinations, Gov. Phil Scott on 

Monday lifted all state restrictions 

imposed to fi ght the respiratory 

disease. 

With the stroke of Scott’s pen, he 

ended the State of Emergency that 

had been in place since March 13, 

2020. 
The order came after the 

announcement that Vermont on 

Sunday became the fi rst 
state 

to vaccinate more than 80% 

of eligible residents, making it 

the global leader in COVID-19 

vaccinations. 

“Vermont has shown the world 

what’s possible,” Gov. Scott said 

on Monday. “We are here only 

because of the unity of the people 

of Vermont, whose commitment to 

their neighbors and care for each 

other never wavered.” 

The state reached the vaccination 

milestone after a weekend in which 

fi rst 
responders, National Guard 

members and health professionals 

fanned out around the state to 

administer COVID-19 vaccines 

at walk-in clinics in 56 locations. 

Nine more clinics were scheduled 

for Monday, with an additional 

59 planned throughout this week, 

and more in coming weeks. In a 

Tuesday press conference, Vermont 

Health Commissioner Dr. Mark 

GOV. PHIL SCOTT on Monday signs the order directing state 

agencies to end special COVID-19 restrictions now that more than 

80% of Vermonters have received at least one dose of the vaccine.

By JOHN VAALER

ADDISON 
COUNTY 

— People who live and run 

businesses in Addison County 

are thrilled about the end of 

COVID-19 restrictions, which 

Gov. Phil Scott rescinded this 

week as the 15-month pandemic 

winds down. 

“(I’m) really just happy,” 

said Ian Huizenga, co-owner 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

ADDISON — The town of 

Addison is making a bid to become 

the second Addison County 

community to withdraw from a 

unifi ed school district, following 

Ripton’s successful bid this spring 

to separate from the Addison 

Central School District.  

The Addison selectboard has 

warned a July 13 town-wide 

vote on the question, “Shall the 

Town of Addison withdraw from 

the Addison Northwest School 

District?” 

The board said in a draft pre-vote 

fl yer it w
as responding to an April 

citizen petition requesting a vote 

on that question. Board members 

unanimously adopted the warning 

on June 1. 
Lotsa pomp 

A FEW HUNDRED local teenagers completed an important rite of 

passage this past weekend when they graduated from high school. 

Clockwise from above, Lydia Deppman gets her MUHS diploma; 

Louisa Funk sings at Mount Abraham; VUHS seniors soak up 

the wisdom of the speakers; and Otter Valley grads parade past 

the socially distanced crowd in the stands. Look for graduation 

stories and more photos: OV, Page 11A; Mount Abe on 13A; VUHS 

on 14A; MUHS on 15A.

Photos by Steve James, Buzz Kuhns, Steve James and William Haig

Gov. Phil Scott recently 

announced appointments to 

a variety of state boards and 

commissions. Addison County 

appointees included Jessica 

Danyow of Middlebury to the 
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Gov. lifts
 COVID restrictions

With 80% vaccination target reached, much of life can return to normal

Addison County takes

stock of the change“Vermont has shown the world 

what’s possible,” Gov. Scott said 

on Monday. “We are here only 

because of the unity of the people 

of Vermont, whose commitment to 

their neighbors and care for each 

other never wavered.” 

The state reached the vaccination 

milestone after a weekend in which 

fi rst 
responders, National Guard 

members and health professionals 

fanned out around the state to 

administer COVID-19 vaccines 

at walk-in clinics in 56 locations. 

Nine more clinics were scheduled 

Gov. Phil Scott rescinded this 
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where she’ll serve as a part-tim
e 

International Baccalaureate (IB) 

Diploma Program coordinator for 

You’ll also likely see her at local 

basketball games, either as a coach 

“I love what I’m doing, and I 

can’t completely retire,” she said 

Graduation 2021!COVID-19 restrictions, which 

Lotsa pomp 

 HUNDRED local teenagers completed an important rite of 

passage this past weekend when they graduated from high school. 

Clockwise from above, Lydia Deppman gets her MUHS diploma; 

Louisa Funk sings at Mount Abraham; VUHS seniors soak up 

the wisdom of the speakers; and Otter Valley grads parade past 

the socially distanced crowd in the stands. Look for graduation 

stories and more photos: OV, Page 11A; Mount Abe on 13A; VUHS 

on 14A; MUHS on 15A.

Photos by Steve James, Buzz Kuhns, Steve James and William Haig

Nine more clinics were scheduled 

for Monday, with an additional 

Gov. Phil Scott rescinded this 

Graduation 2021!
businesses in Addison County 

are thrilled about the end of 

COVID-19 restrictions, which 

 HUNDRED local teenagers completed an important rite of 

passage this past weekend when they graduated from high school. 

Clockwise from above, Lydia Deppman gets her MUHS diploma; 

Louisa Funk sings at Mount Abraham; VUHS seniors soak up 

the wisdom of the speakers; and Otter Valley grads parade past 

the socially distanced crowd in the stands. Look for graduation 

stories and more photos: OV, Page 11A; Mount Abe on 13A; VUHS 

Photos by Steve James, Buzz Kuhns, Steve James and William Haig

Entrepreneuer buys up two city spots
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Art project

A local woman is leading an effort 

to draw people to Middlebury with 

public art. See Arts + Leisure.  

By the way

Glide time

Local high school sports kicked off 

with a Nordic ski race at MUHS 

this Saturday. See Page 1B.

Farewell

An avid backcountry skier from 

Lincoln died in a White Mountain

avalanche. See Page 8A.

State lays out ambitious food systems plan

More than 1,500 people worked on it

Horton is bullish on 

business in Vergennes

(See Farms, Page 12A)

(See Horton, Page 14A)

(See Kick Start, Page 13A)

(See Cannabis, Page 14A)

$50,000
‘kick start’

OK’d for

downtown

Retail pot 

advocates, 

opponents 

share views

Six vie for four ACSD board seats

Board likely to face challenging year

(See ACSD, Page 10A)

Vergennes has surplus, 

faces accounting issues

(See Vergennes, Page 9A)

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — When 

Middlebury native and Nashville, 

Tenn., resident Ned Horton took 

over the Otter Creek Bakery 

in January 2020 he couldn’t 

foresee the impact the COVID-19 

pandemic would have on the 

shop’s bottom line.

But when Horton in December 

bought the empty Vergennes 

building at 187 Main St. that once 

housed a Marble Works Pharmacy 

branch, and then in January 

purchased the Vergennes Wine & 

Beverage business a block west, 

he had a much clearer picture of 

the prospects. 

Horton, a 60-year-old 

marketing entrepreneur, took 

the twin plunges in Vergennes 

anyway. 

Now splitting his time between 

Middlebury and Nashville, 

Horton said he has faith not only 

in the wine, liquor and beverage 

store, but also in the city itself. 

“That shop has been very steady, 

and I do think there is upside, not 

just in that particular business, but 

in downtown Vergennes,” Horton 

said. “It’s due for some good 

things to come.”

Horton is transitioning from 

Tennessee to Addison County in 

part because he likes the area and 

in part because two of his three 

children are in New England 

colleges, one at Middlebury 

College. His third is nearing the 

end of high school in Nashville. 

VERGENNES WINE & BEVERAGE is under new ownership, but longtime employee Bill Joos, left, will 

stay on and work with new manager Scott Hirschberg, right, for new owner Ned Horton. Hirschberg 

and Horton are considering offering more craft beer and making a few cosmetic changes.

Independent photo/Andy Kirkaldy

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury selectboard on 

Tuesday unanimously agreed to 

allocate up to $50,000 in unspent 

economic development funds 

to help the Better Middlebury 

Partnership (BMP) fill vacant 

downtown storefronts with new 

businesses.

“Kick Start Middlebury” is a 

collaboration of the BMP, Addison 

County Economic Development 

Corp., Addison County Chamber 

of Commerce, Vermont Small 

Business Development Center 

and Middlebury College. 

Patterned after a similar program 

in the southern  Vermont town of 

Wilmington, Kick Start will award 

incentive packages to three or 

four stores committed to making 

downtown Middlebury their home. 

Each package is to include 

a $10,000 grant and additional 

supports for such things as 

marketing, advertising, printing 

and consulting services. Plans call 

for some of those supports to be 

donated by existing Middlebury 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Advocates 

and opponents of a proposal 

for Middlebury to entertain 

cannabis stores presented their 

respective cases during a Zoom 

informational meeting on Tuesday. 

The town selectboard hosted the 

informational meeting to help the 

public understand the subject prior 

to the upcoming March 2 vote on 

the subject. 

Vermont’s Act 164, which 

legalized recreational marijuana, 

requires a municipality to “opt 

in” before a cannabis retailer can 

open in that community. That can 

only be done via a Yes/No vote 

of town residents. Middlebury 

is one of more than a dozen 

Vermont municipalities that will be 

fielding the “opt-in” vote. Locally, 

Vergennes, Salisbury and Brandon 

are also entertaining cannabis retail 

votes on Town Meeting Day.

If a community “opts-in” and 

subsequently receives one or more 

store applications, the earliest an 

enterprise could open is October 

of 2022 — unless Middlebury’s 

Mount Abraham Union High 

School A Cappella members are 

working to put together a sweet 

surprise that can be delivered 

via email to your loved ones 

anywhere. The Singing Valentine 

is 1.5 minutes of joy and love, 

will be sent with your personal 

message, and you can order 

yours through this link (which 

suggests a $5 donation to the 

A Cappella program: forms.

gle/1TTxNJW6NnFBwj2o8.

Ferrisburgh’s Rokeby Museum, 

an Underground Railroad site and 

a National Historic Landmark, 

has openings for four new board 

members, each typically serving a 

three-year term. Rokeby’s mission 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — One could 

certainly argue that it takes a 

brave person these days to serve 

on the Addison Central School 

District (ACSD) board. Plenty of 

controversial issues in play are 

bound to make board members 

unpopular with some of their 

constituents.

School consolidation amid 

declining enrollment.

Moving 6th-graders 
to 

Middlebury Union Middle School 

beginning this fall.

Transitioning to a brand-new 

learning structure through the 

International 
Baccalaureate 

program.

Preparing a facilities master 

plan that will recommend which 

district buildings deserve ongoing 

investment, and which do not.

Re-establishing educational 

continuity for preK-12 students 

following a COVID-19 pandemic 

that has seen some students lose 

ground through virtual learning.

Sustaining current school 

programming and keeping teacher 

layoffs to a minimum amid budget 

challenges that, for the first time 

this year, have resulted in an ACSD 

budget proposal that exceeded 

the state’s per-pupil spending 

threshold by around $550.00. The 

board tapped into surplus funds 

to cover that excess spending, 

for which the district would have 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

VERMONT — When the 

pandemic forced the Vermont 

General Assembly to leave 

Montpelier last March, Rep. 

Carolyn Partridge, D-Windham, 

who chairs the House Committee 

on Agriculture and Forestry, didn’t 

bother to take her good shoes with 

her, or the committee’s jade plant. 

But she did make sure she had her 

copy of the farm and food system 

plan that had been submitted to the 

Legislature that January.

“Who knew that it would be 

nearly a year later, and we’re 

still not back in Room 32 (of the 

Statehouse),” Partridge said this 

week during a press conference 

held by the Vermont Sustainable 

Jobs Fund to announce the release 

of the final version of the plan she 

took home 11 months ago.

The “Vermont Agriculture and 

Food Systems Strategic Plan 2021-

2030” is a 202-page document 

developed over 18 months with 

input from more than 1,500 

Vermonters and from focus groups 

with more than 120 members of the 

state’s farming and food industries.

That the plan was developed and 

finalized during a global pandemic 

was lost on no one.

“Last spring we witnessed 

the fragility of our national 

food supply chain, as milk was 

dumped, vegetables were plowed 

under, meat processing plants 

were temporarily shut down and 

restaurants were closed,” said Ellen 

Kahler, executive director of the 

Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund, at 

Monday’s press conference. “In the 

early days of the pandemic, with 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — Longtime 

professional auditor Teresa 

Kajenski brought some bad 

news and some good news to 

the Vergennes City Council at 

its Feb. 9 meeting. 

The bad?

For the first tim
e in the many 

years Kajenski has been working 

with the Fothergill Segale & 

Valley team that performs 

annual audits for the city, she 

felt it necessary to report to the 

council in person that there were 

Look at that!

CHAD SIMPSON, LEFT, of Springfield is joined by his fishing buddies Jack Jones, center, of Chester and Mike Bashaw of Bellows 

Falls in showing off this five-pound northern pike that Simpson caught in the Lake Dunmore Ice Fishing Derby this past Sunday. The 

two-day annual event drew a reported 350 participants — apparently many more than usual. See another fishing derby photo on page 

4A.

Independent photo/Steve James
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VTrans launches another study of Vergennes truck route

Youth transformed 

by school assault

Police investigate incident at Mt. Abe

ACSD plan won’t focus 

on closure of schools

(See ACSD, Page 16A)16A)16

(See Surgery, Page 12A)12A)12

The doctor is in…

for pets in need

Homeward Bound launches surgeries

(See Truck route, Page 

Human food shelf to serve pets, too

Turkey farm preps for Thanksgiving

People are asking for 

bigger birds this year

(See Assault, Page 10

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Beginning 

Monday, Nov. 15, Middlebury’s 

Helping Overcome Poverty’s 

Effects (HOPE) food shelf will be 

open not only to humans, but also 

their furry and feathered friends.

It’s a collaboration between 

HOPE — a nonprofit, poverty-

fighting organization based at 282 

Boardman St. — and Homeward 

Bound, Addison County’s Humane 

Society, right next door at 236 

Boardman St. HOPE has for many 

years operated a food shelf to help 

people feed themselves and their 

families. And now that same food 

shelf will include a selection of 

dry and wet food for low-income 

families’ dogs and cats.

It was in early 2019 that 

Homeward Bound Executive 

Director 
Jessica 

Danyow 

approached 
HOPE’s 

top 

administrator, Jeanne Montross, 

for advice on how to serve low-

income clients of Homeward 

Bound. This conversation led tothe  

creation of Homeward Bound’s Pet 

Community Outreach Resources 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

ORWELL — If sales data from Stonewood 

Farm are any indication, more people are 

planning to host Thanksgiving meals this year, 

compared with 2020 during the first year of the 

pandemic. And they’re expecting larger parties 

at their tables.
“We sold smaller turkeys last year,” said 

Peter Stone, owner of the 800-acre family farm 

in Orwell. “And we are definitely selling bigger 

turkeys this year.”
Thanksgiving is celebrated on the fourth 

Thursday of November, which this year falls on 

the 25th.Stores such as the Middlebury Natural Foods 

Co-op — and hundreds more across New 

England and New York — have until Nov. 15 to 

place their final orders for Stonewood turkeys, 

so Stone doesn’t have all of the data yet. But 

to date sales in 2021 have been higher than in 

previous years, he said.

Stonewood Farm raises and processes more 

than 30,000 turkeys a year, making it the largest 

THANKSGIVING SEASON HAS begun for Peter Stone, owner of Stonewood Farm in Orwell. Stonewood raises and processes more than 

30,000 turkeys a year and expects to sell half of them this month. The rest are processed for value-added products like sausage and ground 

turkey.

MIDDLEBURY — A group 

is restarting its work on a plan 

that will help the Addison Central 

School District prioritize which 

of its buildings it should keep and 

upgrade and which it shouldn’t, in 

light of declining enrollment and 

rising education costs. The ACSD 

board’s Facilities Committee is due 

to deliver its Facilities Master Plan 

In a major change in approach, 

the master plan won’t include any 

recommendations for specific school 

closures. Based on ACSD board feedback, 

a review of student population 

trends and the layout of the district’s 

current seven elementary schools, 

the committee had been preparing 

a plan that envisioned closing 

preK-5th grade elementary schools 

strapped people to afford basic 

surgeries for their favorite four-

legged friends.
The Middlebury nonprofit, 

would produce a better result than 

previous efforts.
VTrans Policy, Planning and 

Research Director Joe Segale 

insisted the recently started three-

year “Planning & Environmental 

Linkages (PEL) Study” would 

include a review of all possibilities 

and a level of public outreach not 

seen previously.
“This is not starting over,” said 

Segale, the project manager for the 

effort. “This is moving forward.”

The process is also a new 

requirement for the federal funding 

for what will be an expensive final 

project. A 1995 study put a $52.5 million 

price tag on its preferred 2.5-

mile northern route past the city, 

including a new bridge over Otter 

Creek. And in 2019 a study that 

preferred a shorter route through 

northern Vergennes, still with 

a bridge, came up with a $27.5 

million estimate. 
The project, which includes 

and questions at vergennespel.com. 

and focus groups are also planned, 

and VTrans officials and engineers 

from WSP USA and Dubois & 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — A seventh-grader 

at Mount Abraham Union Middle 

School who was physically attacked 

by another student during school 

last week has come home from the 

hospital and continues to recover 

And he is ready to take on the 

“This kid is amazing, I can’t even 
Independent

Saturday night. “He’s doing a lot 

better than every adult around him.”

And he hopes his attacker gets 

the help he needs.
The seventh-grader is still 

struggling to remember everything 

that happened during the Nov. 1 

incident, but the school did provide 

his mother with some information 

that has helped her piece together 

the story.ATTACKThe attack occurred during the 

lunch block, according to school 

officials, and the mother of the 

LARGE ANIMAL VETERINARIAN Alan Clarisse went to 

Homeward Bound looking for a barn cat but ended up taking 

a job performing surgeries on cats and other small domestic 

animals at the Addison County Humane Society.
Photo courtesy of Jessica Danyow

State lays out ambitious food systems plan

(See Farms, Page 12A)12A)12

(See Kick Start, Page 13A)13A)13

VERGENNES WINE & BEVERAGE is under new ownership, but longtime employee Bill Joos, left, will 

stay on and work with new manager Scott Hirschberg, right, for new owner Ned Horton. Hirschberg 

and Horton are considering offering more craft beer and making a few cosmetic changes.

Independent photo/Andy Kirkaldy

and Middlebury College. 

Patterned after a similar program 

in the southern  Vermont town of 

Wilmington, Kick Start will award 

incentive packages to three or 

four stores committed to making 

downtown Middlebury their home. 

Each package is to include 

a $10,000 grant and additional 

supports for such things as 

marketing, advertising, printing 

and consulting services. Plans call 

for some of those supports to be 

donated by existing Middlebury 

food supply chain, as milk was 

dumped, vegetables were plowed 

under, meat processing plants 

were temporarily shut down and 

restaurants were closed,” said Ellen 

Kahler, executive director of the 

Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund, at 

Monday’s press conference. “In the 

early days of the pandemic, with 

VTrans launches another study of Vergennes truck route

by school assault

Police investigate incident at Mt. Abe

ACSD plan won’t focus 

on closure of schools

The doctor is in…

for pets in need

Homeward Bound launches surgeries

MIDDLEBURY — A group 

is restarting its work on a plan 

that will help the Addison Central 

School District prioritize which 

of its buildings it should keep and 

upgrade and which it shouldn’t, in 

light of declining enrollment and 

rising education costs. The ACSD 

board’s Facilities Committee is due 

to deliver its Facilities Master Plan 

MIDDLEBURY — Knowing 

that the love of a pet is priceless, 

Homeward Bound is about to 

make it easier for financially 

would produce a better result than 

previous efforts.
VTrans Policy, Planning and 

Research Director Joe Segale 

insisted the recently started three-

year “Planning & Environmental 

Linkages (PEL) Study” would 

include a review of all possibilities 

and a level of public outreach not 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — A seventh-grader 

at Mount Abraham Union Middle 

School who was physically attacked 

by another student during school 

last week has come home from the 

hospital and continues to recover 

And he is ready to take on the 

“This kid is amazing, I can’t even 
Independent

Saturday night. “He’s doing a lot 

better than every adult around him.”

LARGE ANIMAL VETERINARIAN Alan Clarisse went to 

Homeward Bound looking for a barn cat but ended up taking 

a job performing surgeries on cats and other small domestic 

animals at the Addison County Humane Society.
Photo courtesy of Jessica Danyow

VERGENNES WINE & BEVERAGE is under new ownership, but longtime employee Bill Joos, left, will 

stay on and work with new manager Scott Hirschberg, right, for new owner Ned Horton. Hirschberg 

and Horton are considering offering more craft beer and making a few cosmetic changes.

Independent photo/Andy Kirkaldy
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On the trailNature lovers have opened a 

new outdoor spot for walking in 

Salisbury. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Team playerA leader of VUHS basketball 

teams is now using his skills to 

help college students. See Page 1B.
Giving FridgeA pop-up charitable effort is 

giving away food to those who in 

need. See Page 2A.

Mayor won’trun in Marchcity electionDonnelly makes 
tearful statement

Sheriff eyes a major expansion of services

(See Sheriff, Page 13A)

(See Donnelly, Page 13A)

Terrorism experts focus on QAnon

D.C. riots prompt local and federal investigations

Local police on alert after mayhem at Capitol
Vermont sees spike in COVID-19 cases

100 positives at Vergennes church an indication of a Christmas surge

(See Policing, Page 14A)

(See Washington, Page 10A)

ACSD withdrawl 
approved in Ripton, 

but not Weybridge
Six towns must approve next step

(See Voting, Page 14A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Addison County 

Sheriff Peter Newton is seeking community 

support in raising $1.5 million to transform 

his organization into a one-stop shop for 

law enforcement and community services 

ranging from jump-starting stranded cars to 

connecting people with mental health and 

addiction counseling.
He’s calling it the Addison County 

Community Support program. Its primary 

feature calls for two deputies on the road 

throughout the county, around-the-clock, 

seven days per week.
“We will be forging a series of new 

partnerships that will allow us to offer both 

traditional and non-traditional law enforcement 

services,” Newton explains in a brochure he’ll 

soon send out to Addison County households. 

“Our goal is not to ‘reinvent the wheel,’ but 

rather to take the best of programs we have 

seen from around the country and shape them 

to fit the needs of our citizens and address the 

quality-of-life issues that impact so many of 

us daily.”Among the menu of services, according to 

Newton:• An in-house social services, a team that 

can “assist people immediately in finding the 

As you may have read, the 

COVID-19 pandemic situation 

is particularly bad right now 

in California — especially Los 

Angeles. Hospitals are full and 

families crammed into small 

apartments are losing their 

breadwinners. In Santa Ana, 

Latino Health Access (LHA) 

By JOHN FLOWERS
RIPTON — Ripton residents 

on Tuesday voted, 163-107, 

in favor of withdrawing from 

the Addison Central 
School District, while 

Weybridge residents 
opted against doing so 

by a 190-119 margin.
The six other ACSD 

member towns must 
now vote in favor 

of Ripton’s bid to 
leave the district if 

the proposed exodus 
is to proceed to the 

Vermont Board of 
Education. The state 

board would then 
decide whether the 

town could become 
its own independent 

school district.Both the Ripton and 
Weybridge votes were 

triggered by citizens’ petitions 

seeking to prevent closure of 

their elementary schools. The 

ACSD board is expected to vote 

on a school consolidation plan 

that would reduce the district’s 

complement of elementary 

schools from the current seven, 

to four. As it stands, the Ripton, 

Weybridge and Bridport schools 

are on the chopping block as the 

ACSD looks to reduce expenses 

and streamline operations in the 
midst of declining 

enrollment and the 
resulting loss of state 

funding for district 
education.Ripton resident 

Erin Robinson was 
pleased with the vote 

results.“Throughout this 
whole process I felt 

that folks on both 
sides of the fence were 

respectful, thoughtful 
and 

engaged 
in a productive 

manner,” she told 
the Independent on 

Wednesday. “We’re 
all 

neighbors, friends, 

coworkers each fighting for 

what we believe is right in 

a truly democratic way. You 

can’t ask for anything better. I 

personally am feeling overjoyed 

and ignited with new energy 

for the work ahead of us. And 

I want to assure people that 

the work will continue to be 

“Throughout 
this whole process I felt 

that folks on both sides of the fence were respectful, thoughtful and engaged in a productive 
manner.”

— Ripton resident
Erin Robinson

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The debate 

on whether Mayor Lynn Donnelly 

should be allowed to return to the 

Vergennes City Council in March 

and serve out the final year of her 

two-year term — to which she was 

elected in March 2020 — came to 

an abrupt and emotional end at 

Tuesday’s council meeting.

In tearful remarks that followed 

suggestions that she should instead 

run for office, Donnelly said she 

would forgo what she thought was 

her right to finish her term. 

She added she did not plan to 

run again, and criticized some of 

her council colleagues.
Donnelly, a longtime city real 

estate broker and Vergennes native 

who for decades has been active in 

community service, in March had 

won her fourth full term on the 

council. 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

MIDDLEBURY — As darkness fell on the 

U.S. Capitol last Wednesday, Jan. 6, and a 

hastily imposed curfew went into effect across 

Washington, D.C., Middlebury 

resident David Laferriere-Hall 

posted a message to one of his 

Facebook accounts: “Hey everyone, 

I’m safe.”The former chef-owner of 

Coriander in Middlebury had spent 

part of that afternoon standing on 

the steps of the Capitol, wearing 

the insignia of a far-right militia 

group, while a violent mob of Trump 

supporters who falsely believe 

the 2020 presidential election was 

“stolen” stormed the building in 

an effort to prevent Congress from counting 

Electoral Votes and certifying the election of 

Joe Biden.There is no evidence that Laferriere-Hall 

participated in the mob, entered the Capitol 

building or broke any law. But he did have 

some opinions about what had happened that 

day.

His next Facebook post was a 

video of himself walking through 

the D.C. streets, defending the 

rioters with false statements.

“Obviously you saw all the 

hoopla that the media decided 

to put out there and try to make 

it seem like this was a real 

aggressive protest, and that 

wasn’t the case,” Laferriere-

Hall said. “Even the patriots that 

made it inside of the Capitol or 

made it inside Nancy Pelosi’s 

office were lawful.”

This was not true. Pro-Trump rioters 

had by that time already been filmed 

grappling with law enforcement, 

“To look at QAnon is to see not just a conspiracy 
theory but the birth of a new religion.”— Adrienne LaFrance

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

VERMONT — In the wake of Tuesday’s 

announcement by Middlebury College that it 

would revoke Rudy Giuliani’s 2005 honorary 

degree, the Middlebury Police Department and 

college public safety officials are on alert and 

“keeping the lines of communication open” 

in case there is a backlash against the campus 

community, said MPD Chief Tom Hanley 

Tuesday afternoon.
Middlebury revoked Giuliani’s degree for 

his role in inciting the violence that occurred 

last Wednesday, Jan. 6, when supporters of 

President Trump and right-wing extremists 

who refuse to accept that Trump lost the 2020 

election stormed the U.S. Capitol in an effort 

to prevent Congress from counting Electoral 

Votes. The Justice Department is investigating 

hundreds of people in connection with the riots 

and suggests that some could face charges of 

sedition and conspiracy.
Much of the country was already on 

heightened alert after the FBI on Monday 

warned about possible armed protests at all 50 

state capitols and the U.S. Capitol, starting this 

weekend.At least one flyer circulating in far-right, pro-

Trump social media circles promoted an “armed 

march on Capitol Hill & all state capitols,” 

but federal and state law enforcement officials 

emphasized on Monday that the intelligence 

environment is rapidly evolving, and that while 

these threats are possible they are not necessarily 

imminent.The Vermont Department of Public Safety 

By JOHN S. McCRIGHT
ADDISON COUNTY  — Along 

with the rest of Vermont, Addison 

County is caught up in a surge of 

COVID-19 cases stemming from an 

increase in a spread of the disease 

related to people getting together 

over the Christmas holidays.

The Vermont Department of 

Health reported double-digit daily 

increases in the number of Addison 

County cases over the last two 

weeks, with 218 new cases here 

since Dec. 30 — nearly half of the 

474 confirmed county cases since 

the pandemic began last March.

Statewide the numbers were 

equally alarming, with 118 new 

cases on Wednesday alone, and 

more than 9,000 since mid-March.

“To put the recent case growth in 

perspective, imagine that over the 

last five days we have seen more 

cases in Vermont than we saw from 

March through September,” said 

Michael Pieciak, the commissioner 

of the Department of Financial 

Regulation, at Gov. Phil Scott’s 

weekly press conference on 

Tuesday.Pieciak, whose agency runs the 

models that forecast growth of the 

disease caused by the coronavirus, 

predicted that COVID-19 cases 

could continue to surge into 

February, with some days seeing 

more than 300 new cases statewide.

Vermont Health Commissioner 

Dr. Mark Levine called it the 

“Christmas effect.” After he singled 

out Victory Baptist Church in 

Vergennes last Friday as the source 

of 80 recent COVID-19 cases 

linked to Christmas services, on 

Tuesday he said the number was 

approaching 100 cases.
The Rev. Tim Taylor, pastor at 

Victory Baptist Church on Route 

7, and others at the church were 

somewhat surprised by the outbreak 

in their community. Taylor said his 

parishioners were following federal 

safety guidelines during the spread 

of the disease that apparently 

occurred at Christmas services. 

“Our congregations want to 

do live services, so we follow 

CDC guidelines,” Taylor told the 

(See COVID-19 cases, Page 9A)

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH in Vergennes has seen around 100 COVID-19 cases since Christmas, 

according to the Vermont Department of Health. Members of the church said they were following state 

and federal guidelines for in-person services and still spread the coronavirus. 
Independent photo/Steve James

RIPTON RESIDENT ANZA Armstrong and scores of other 

Ripton residents were asked if their town should withdraw from 

the Addison Central School District on Tuesday. The referendum 

passed, 163-107. 

Independent photo/Steve James
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Shedding weight
A New Haven woman tells us why 

gastric bypass is about more than just 

surgery. See Health & Well-Being.

By the way

Draft queenA former VUHS soccer star used 

study and enthusiasm to get to an 

e-commerce job. See Page 1B. Post-pandemicIn a series of movies, Vt. writers & 

filmmakers speculate on life after 

COVID-19. See Arts + Leisure.

Chocolate shop owner has sweet start

City confectioner ups marketing game

ACORN, college kids 
team up for new app

$300k giftto benefitstrugglingrestaurants

(See Food app, Page 12A)

(See Gift, Page 12A)

(See Daily Chocolate, Page 15A)
Shelter is geared up for COVID-19

New state requirements 

allow for fewer guests

Bristol school district seeks 

$31.7 million for next year

(See Shelter, Page 14A)

(See MAUSD, Page 11A)

(See Students, Page 15A)

College welcomes the
repeal of Muslim ban

Trump order had affected several students

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The Charter House 

Coalition’s (CHC) warming shelter at 27 North 

Pleasant St. is pushing through this nasty winter 

stretch with a new leader, added professional 

staff and a dedicated corps of volunteers who are 

ensuring homeless folks from all walks of life 

are kept warm and well fed during the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic.
Recently hired Executive Director Heidi Lacey 

on Feb. 1 provided this 

reporter with a masked, 

socially distanced tour of 

the remodeled shelter space, 

currently hosting 17 guests.

Prior to COVID, the 

shelter had been equipped 

to accommodate up to 40 

persons (including families). 

But the facility must now 

conform to pandemic-

related rules from Vermont 

Department of Health that 

have temporarily lowered 

capacity to 23 individuals. 

All guests have their own 

partitioned spaces. Yes, 

multiple guests can be situated in one room, but the 

partitioned slumber areas are each topped with a 

ceiling ventilation system that sucks used air out 

of the building to reduce the chance of disease 

transmission.“Given all the circumstances, things are going 

very well,” said Lacey, who mixes compassion 

with an unwavering allegiance to the shelter’s 

COVID marching orders.
“We are not seeing the level of distress that other 

counties are seeing.”
Indeed, the Middlebury shelter has remained 

“The mental 
illness we see is phenomenal. 

We’re also seeing an increase in addiction; relapses from 
sobriety are substantial.”— Heidi Lacey

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Midwinter 

during a pandemic might not 

seem like the best time to take 

over a retail business.
But for several reasons 

chocolate stores can be an 

exception, especially when the 

new owner has both experience 

and a plan to spark sales.
At least that’s the tale Dawn 

Wagner tells about Vergennes 

shop Daily Chocolate on Green 

Street. 

Wagner agreed to take over 

from former owner Jen Roberts 

almost two years ago. It was a 

friendly and loosely structured 

arrangement that became final in 

December, and Roberts worked 

and consulted with Wagner 

throughout the month during what 

proved to be a holiday boom.

Wagner said she’d come to the 

shop in the morning and see her 

new cash register — a lynchpin 

of her new online ordering system 

— had printed out a stream of 

order slips reaching the floor. 

“I had five people in here 

basically full-time all of 

December,” Wagner said. “We 

were cranking.”Order slips one day last week 

came from Texas, California and 

Michigan.Wagner is a 1995 Vergennes 

Union High School graduate who 

first started her confection career 

with Lake Champlain Chocolates 

as a University of Vermont 

undergraduate. She began 

working for Roberts after she and 

husband Jeremy Holm moved 

back to Vergennes in 2015, and 

her responsibilities gradually 

increased.“I was here more frequently in 

the past year-and-a-half, and by 

that point Jen and I had become 

fast friends,” Wagner said.
There were connections 

between the two. In high 

school Eben Markowski was 

one of Wagner’s best friends, 

and Markowski’s sister-in-law 

Fleury Mahoney founded Daily 

Chocolate in 2008. Roberts is 

married to Eben’s brother Judd.

NEW DAILY CHOCOLATE owner Dawn Wagner, a longtime professional stage manager, said running a chocolate shop has long been 

a goal. She hasn’t changed the essence of the Vergennes shop’s products, but a new approach to marketing and ordering has helped 

her takeover get off to a fast start.

Independent photo/Andy Kirkaldy

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

MIDDLEBURY — On his 

first day in office, Jan. 20, 2021, 

President Joe Biden signed 

a “Proclamation on Ending 

Discriminatory Bans on Entry to 

the United States,” which revoked 

former President Trump’s “Muslim 

ban.”
“The previous administration 

enacted a number of Executive 

Orders 
and 

Presidential 

Proclamations that prevented 

certain individuals from entering 

the United States — first from 

primarily Muslim countries, 

and later, from largely African 

countries,” Biden wrote. “Those 

actions are a stain on our national 

conscience and are inconsistent 

with our long history of welcoming 

people of all faiths and no faith at 

all.”
A couple of miles east of the 

White House, in the Capitol Hill 

neighborhood of Washington, 

D.C., Middlebury College 

junior and Iranian national Leili 

Mashhadi Manafi was living in a 

short-term apartment with some of 

MIDDLEBURY 
COLLEGE 

JUNIOR Leili Mashhadi Manafi 

has not seen her parents in her 

native Iran since 2019 because 

she feared Trump immigration 

officials wouldn’t let her return to 

the United States. She welcomed 

President Biden’s repeal of the 

Muslim travel ban.
her classmates.“My first reaction was, 

‘My parents can come to my 

graduation,’” Manafi told the 

By JOHN FLOWERS
Found pennies come from heaven

That’s what my grandpa told me. 

He said Angels tossed them down

Oh, how I loved that story!
So goes the Charles Mashburn 

poem, a cute ode to found money.

The Congregational Church 

of Middlebury is living its own 

version of the poem, and it speaks 

to a much larger sum — $300,000 

— recently donated by a distant 

angel dedicated to easing the 

financial burdens of Middlebury-

area restaurants and farms hurt by 

the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

The angel in this case wishes to 

remain anonymous. Church Senior 

Pastor Andy Nagy-Benson simply 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

MIDDLEBURY — When the 

Addison County Relocalization 

Network (ACORN) reached out 

to Middlebury College students 

last spring, seeking help with 

developing an app that would keep 

the community connected to local 

farmers and food producers, rising 

senior Ben Yamron and some of his 

friends answered the call.
“We gathered a group of 

passionate students who worked 

through the summer, fall, and 

winter to make (the app) a reality,” 

Yamron told the Independent

in an email. “I think the project 

was special because it was both 

an opportunity to develop skills 

Staff at the Ilsley Library can 

help local folks get through the 

digital quagmire of COVID-19 

vaccine registration. Though 

more than half of the now 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

BRISTOL — On Town Meeting 

Day, March 2, voters in the 

Mount Abraham Unified School 

District will be asked to approve 

$31,753,310 in K-12 educational 

spending for fiscal year 2022, 

which begins July 1.
The budget reflects a total 

spending increase of $354,128, or 

1.13%, over the current year, and 

a 0.18% increase in spending per 

equalized pupil, which, comes in at 

$18,573.The MAUSD board approved 

the budget proposal last week.

At the same time 5-Town 

voters are asked to approve the 

budget, they’ll also be asked to 

endorse allocation of the district’s 

unaudited 2020 fund balance of 

$966,229.A large portion of that balance, 

A KITCHEN CREW cooks up meals that will be boxed and served to residents 

of the Charter House Coalition’s warming shelter, as well as homeless individuals 

staying at Middlebury-area motels. The kitchen crew includes some of the shelter’s 

residents.

Photo courtesy of Jane Steele

Shedding weight
A New Haven woman tells us why 

gastric bypass is about more than

surgery. See Health & Well-Being.
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MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT | (802) 458-8999  

BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR IN-HOUSE FINANCING.

• KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGN
• INSTALLATION

• RENOVATIONS
• PROJECT MANAGEMENT

• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
• HARDWARE & MORE!

If you’re one of the 
millions of homeowners 
considering a kitchen 
or bath renovation in 
2022, please give your 
local experts at Bradford 
Kitchen & Bath a call. 

The pandemic has caused 
more people than ever 
before to turn their 

resources toward their homes.

KITCHENS & BATHS
The #1 and #2 renovation projects of 2021 were...

... Psst. That’s our wheelhouse!
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The biggest story 
of our lifetimes dragged on through all of 
2021 as the story of COVID-19 followed 
an arc through the year. It started with 
most of us still hunkered down to avoid 
the disease and continued through a 
summer of hope as vaccine distribution 
spread and then the return to rising case 
counts through the fall that crescendoed 
as the year ended.

As the year opened, COVID-19 
vaccines had received 
emergency approval from 
the feds and were on 
their way, which was 
welcome news in 
the middle of a post-
holiday infection 
surge, including 
100 cases at Victory 
Baptist Church in 
Waltham.

COVID continued 
to spread — during 
a statewide spike in the 
middle of the month, Vermont 
logged more positive cases over a fi ve-
day period than it had during the fi rst six 
months of the pandemic combined.

After health care workers and residents 
of long-term care facilities had begun 
getting vaccinated, Vermont began 
administering vaccines to the general 
public on Jan. 25, starting with residents 
who were age 75 or older.

Hoping the state had rounded a corner 
on the pandemic, Gov. Phil Scott eased 
restrictions on school and recreational 
sports, including the resumption of 
outdoor ski team competitions. Practices 
that had previously been limited to 
contactless skills and conditioning drills 
could now be expanded to include limited 
contact drills and intra-squad scrimmages. 
In late spring, Addison County Home 
Health and Hospice traveled around the 
county administering COVID vaccines 
to homebound folks and other at-risk 
populations. Later, they traveled to farms 
to vaccinate migrant workers.

The pandemic made almost all of the 
March town meetings either go online, 
or simply be run only through Australian 
ballots. 

On March 13 Vermont passed a grim 
milestone: one year since Gov. Scott had 
declared a state of emergency to slow 
the spread, or “fl atten the curve,” of 
COVID-19. By the fi rst anniversary of the 

pandemic, Addison County had recorded 
867 confi rmed cases of COVID-19 and 10 
deaths. 

By mid-March 2021 26% of county 
residents had received at least one 
dose of the vaccine, and the number of 
those vaccinated rose steadily in the 
spring. Local businesses and institutions 
were considering a return to “normal” 
activities. Middlebury College, which had 
been operating virtually, was on a path 

to more in-person activities. 
Area summer camps — 

including Keewaydin, 
Songadeewin and 

Counterpoint — 
announced they 
would reopen to 
children after a one-
year COVID hiatus. 
Camp directors set 
up a stringent safety 
protocols.

Area public 
libraries also confi rmed 

plans to open their doors 
to limited in-person browsing. 

Local high schools agreed to give 
their seniors in-person commencement 
ceremonies and proms (with proper safety 
protocols). 

Finally, in mid-June, Gov. Scott lifted 
all state restrictions previously imposed 
to fi ght COVID-19 after Vermont became 
the fi rst state to vaccinate more than 80% 
of eligible residents — making it the 
global leader in COVID-19 vaccinations.

Looking back to those early summer 
days seem so carefree now. People enjoyed 
fi reworks and maskless barbecues and 
other gatherings around Independence 
Day. 

The end of July brought the end of our 
brief respite from COVID anxiety as the 
delta variant arrived here. Masks returned 
to faces in Addison County.

Plans were announced in early August 
for Vermont schools to go back to 
fulltime, in-person learning, with masking 
strongly recommended. Once school 
started it became clear that masks would 
stay of faces for the foreseeable future. 
Most schools reported a smattering of 
COVID cases, and many had diffi culty 
fi nding enough bus drivers and substitute 
teachers.

In an effort to fi ght the rising number of 
delta cases, Vermont opened COVID-19 
Pfi zer booster registration to all eligible 
people on Oct. 1. Middlebury Regional 

EMS opened a new 
walk-in COVID-19 
vaccination clinic 
in Middlebury 
on Nov. 1. Then 
on Nov. 3 the 
state started 
vaccinating the 
largest remaining 
group of those at 
risk — children 
ages 5-11.

A new law 
a u t h o r i z e d 
V e r m o n t 
municipalities 
to establish 
their own 
m a s k i n g 
requirements 
to fi ght 
C O V I D - 1 9 , 
but no county 
towns took 
a d v a n t a g e 
of the 
opportunity.

A surge in 
COVID-19 
cases at 
Middlebury 
College in 
December 
— 70 
cases — 
prompted 
an abrupt 
shift to remote instruction, and the 
college encouraged students to leave 
early for winter break. By month’s end, 
Middlebury said it would delay the start 
of its January term.

In Brandon, COVID-19 hit Neshobe 
Elementary hard. Not only did some 
students get the disease, but it had 22 staff 
absences in a single day in mid-December 
and could not hire enough substitutes to 
fi ll those positions. So it instituted remote 
schooling for everyone for the week 
leading up to the holiday break.

As schools for younger students prepare 
to reopen after the holiday break, local 
educators are hoping a new testing policy 
will help keep more unvaccinated kids in 
school when one of their classmates tests 
positive for the disease.

It was not a big surprise when state 
offi cials forecast a Christmas COVID-19 
surge in Vermont

People quickly snapped up all of the 

r a p i d 
COVID tests being 
given away at 10 state Department 
of Health sites — including one in 
Middlebury, where the entire lot of around 
1,000 tests was given out in an hour. 
Local pharmacies were also unsure when 
their depleted stocks of rapid antigen tests 
would be refi lled.

In our fi rst COVID-19 count of the year 
on Jan. 2, 2021, Addison County reported 
two new cases of the disease and 296 
cases since the start of the pandemic. All 
of Vermont had seen 7,689 cases by that 
date. In our last report on Dec. 30, the 
county reported 29 new cases for a total of 
2,548 — representing 2,252 cases in 2021. 
The state that day reported an amazing 
1,352 new COVID-19 cases statewide 
in one day. With the total pandemic case 
count at 64,447, Vermont reported 56,758 
case in 2021. A total of 471 Vermonters 
have succumbed to COVID-19.

COVID concerns continue and the county copes
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Strong songs
A Ripton singer-songwriter illuminates darker corners in her new album. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Hoop battle
An overtime rivalry game ended the regular season, and playoffs opened. See Sports, Page 1B.

De-clutter
Keep what makes you happy, says one home organizer. See our Home Improvement Section.

ACSD likely home for older students

COVID-19 blamed for a$500K shortfall at Porter

(See Porter, Page 14A)

(See Ripton, Page 14A)

Local meat producers face economic challengeBusinesses try to fill gaps in the system

(See Challenge, Page 15A)

(See Williamson, Page 16A)

MUHS senior wins nationalscholarship for persistence

One year and counting …Community members reflect on living with COVID-19

Panther coach’s farm provides refuge for student-athletes

(See DeLorenzo, Page 9A)

(See Pandemic, Page 10A)

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Middlebury Union High School senior Paige Williamson was thrilled to learn she’d won a $25,000 college scholarship through the Horatio Alger Association (HAA).The only thing missing was the ability to share the moment of euphoria with her chief motivator and best friend — her mom, Cheryl 

Rose Kirby, who died in December of 2019 following a lengthy battle with ovarian cancer.“I know she would be ecstatic to hear I won this award; she would probably be screaming if she heard about it and would be talking about it all the time,” Paige, a diminutive dynamo, said tenderly as a late-winter breeze feathered a wisp of 

Part 2 of a 2-part series.By CHRISTOPHER ROSSADDISON COUNTY — Vermont Food Collaborative (VFC) in New Haven includes a retail storefront on Route 7 and a state-inspected processing facility in the back. Its mission is to market Vermont-raised livestock, foods and goods; educate the community; and work with producers, butchers and educators to provide a full-circle program of farm-to-plate 

training for the next generation.Jennifer Kennett and AnnaJo Smith, who founded the Route 7 business in 2019, also provide a number of logistical services to VFC’s more than 30 producer-members, including scheduling butchering appointments with Maple Ridge Meats, and then picking up the carcasses for processing back in New Haven.“Scheduling slaughter is the 

The Addison County Community Health Needs Assessment is an important tool in helping shape health care priorities for you, your family and your neighbors. Please take 15 minutes to complete this online survey at  surveymonkey.com/r/86PSH65. The survey, open to individuals age 18 and older, will remain open until March 20. Local health care and 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Porter Medical Center President Tom Thompson is asking his managers to be frugal during the coming months in an effort to reduce a budget deficit produced in part by the COVID-19 pandemic.In a recent email to the PMC community Thompson noted the 

organization has seen a $93,000 loss during the first four months of its fiscal year 2021, which began in October. Porter officials had been counting on a $413,000 gain at this point
He attributed the red ink to the fact that some patients continue to postpone medical care out of 

By JOHN FLOWERSRIPTON — Ripton’s request to withdraw from the Addison Central School District could be heard by the Vermont State Board of Education as soon as next month, and the leader of that panel said Ripton’s independence is all but assured if it can demonstrate its students will have viable preK-12 education options at their disposal.John Carroll, chairman of the State Board of Education, provided a preview of the next steps Ripton will need to take in order to leave the ACSD as an avenue to 

maintaining its local school, while tuitioning its older students to the district it’s proposing to divorce.During a lengthy interview with the Independent, Carroll also commented on the relative ease with which towns can exit voluntary school unions, the likelihood that other towns could follow Ripton’s lead in effort to keep their elementary schools open in face of declining enrollment, and the current impotence of Act 46 in preventing future dissolutions of the union districts that it so 

By BROOKE RUBRIGHT CORNWALL — Katharine DeLorenzo wears many hats: daughter, sister, wife, mother, violinist, coach, assistant athletic director, senior woman administrator and most recently, farmer. 

Growing up, DeLorenzo and her six siblings spent their summers in the northwestern Vermont town of Franklin. The siblings worked on several jersey cow farms owned by the Gates brothers, Charlie and Hugh. Katharine, the 

youngest of the siblings, found her time on the farm to be surreal. “All I wanted to do was hang out in the calf barn, hide in the hay loft, or drive the tractor. 

By JOHN S. McCRIGHTADDISON COUNTY — It’s been a year; it’s been a long year.As the seriousness of the impending emergency became obvious, the front of our March 12, 2020, edition featured a banner all the way across the top saying “Coronavirus Watch.” It featured stories on how Porter Hospital and 

county schools were prepping for COVID-19. Middlebury College sent its students home and readied for online classes.The following Monday, back when we had a Monday edition, we looked at how elder care facilities were tightening up, Porter was limiting visitors, and milk prices were plummeting as transportation bottlenecks or lower demand 

or something was throwing the market into a tailspin.
On March 18, 2020 — one year ago today — Porter Hospital announced the first confirmed case of COVID-19 in Addison County. The patient was screened via telemedicine, tested via the new drive through testing facility in the 

STUDENTS IN THE Medical Professions program at the Hannaford 

Career Center may have been used to masks and PPE, such as 

this trio sighted near the end of last year, but for many people the 

imposition of serious measures to stop disease transmission was 

something they didn’t experience until coronavirus arrive.Photo courtesy of PHCC 

Why, helloTWO DAYS-OLD LAMBS check out a visitor at Rolling Bale Farm in Shoreham this past Friday. Spring is traditionally a time to get 

out and see the young lambs in Addison County, but with farms closed for the pandemic we asked if we could come and share some 

images for our readers. See more super-cute lamb pictures on Page 8A. And head online to addisonindependent.com and watch Megan 

James’s video of some very cute lambs at the Duclos & Thompson Farm in Weybridge.

Independent photo/Steve James

Ready, aim, fireNATIONAL GUARDSWOMAN MARIANNE Powell prepared doses of the Johnson and Johnson 

vaccine Tuesday morning in the MUHS gym at a special clinic for Vermont educators. The Guard 

brought enough vaccine to inoculate 400 educators. See more images on Page 2A.Independent photo/Megan James

State board seen as ready to free Ripton
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School consolidationSchool consolidation
and closure continued to dominate local 
public education discussions this past 
year, as districts searched for solutions 
to the long-term problems of declining 
enrollment and rising education costs.

And as those discussions became less 
and less theoretical, so did community 
resistance.

In January, Ripton voters, believing 
their school faced imminent closure, voted 
to withdraw from the Addison 
Central School 

District. Weybridge voters very nearly did 
the same.

The ACSD, confronted with this new 
problem, on top of the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, hit pause on the facilities 
master plan Ripton and Weybridge voters 
had reacted to.

At the same time, the Lincoln 
selectboard was threatening legal action 
against the Mount Abraham Unifi ed 
School District, where the 

s c h o o l 
board was 

considering a proposal that would 
discontinue elementary education in 
Lincoln, New Haven and Starksboro 
without voter approval in those towns. 
This, many MAUSD residents believed, 
violated the district’s Act 46 articles 
of agreement.

MAUSD decided to table 
the elementary school 
part of the facilities 
proposal and pursue 
a second part: 
merging with the 
Addison Northwest 
School District.

In March Ripton’s 
withdrawal plan 
passed muster 
with the other six 
ACSD member towns and 
proceeded to the State Board 
of Education.

A month later the ANWSD and MAUSD 
formed a merger study committee and 
charged it with developing and then 
evaluating a theoretical merger plan.

Meanwhile, hoping to gain consensus 
around a single long-range facilities plan, 
the MAUSD board solicited proposals 
from the community. Six groups 
submitted ideas and the school board 
hired a consultant to fi gure out how to 
compare them to one another and to the 
superintendent’s plan.

In July Ripton forged ahead with its 
bid for independence by electing its own 
three-member school board.

Elsewhere in the county that bid was 
starting to look like the fi rst in a line of 
dominoes. 

Lincoln, concerned among other things 
about losing the right to vote on the 
closure of its elementary school program, 
scheduled a vote to withdraw from the 
MAUSD. Folks in a second MAUSD 
town, Starksboro, started discussing a 
similar move. And Addison, which had 
lost its elementary program the year 
before, scheduled a vote to withdraw 
from the ANWSD. 

The Addison proposal failed in a close 
vote in July, and then was defeated 
decisively in an October revote.

Lincoln, on the other hand, voted 
overwhelmingly in August to leave the 

MAUSD. 
Its district neighbors, however, were in 

no hurry to add their stamps of approval 
and hinted that their vote on letting 
Lincoln go might have to wait until Town 

Meeting Day 2022.
Soon, Ripton’s plan also 
came to a grinding halt 

when the town could 
not fi nd a district or 
supervisory union 
willing to provide 
the administrative 
services Ripton 
could not afford 
on its own. The 
Board of Education, 
averse to forcing a 

district to provide those 
services, told Ripton and 

the ACSD to try and work out 
their differences.

The ANWSD-MAUSD Merger Study 
Committee got up to speed in late summer 
and almost immediately decided its 
original deadline was too ambitious. That 
deadline was pushed back to Election Day 
2022.

In November the Addison Central 
School District resumed work on the 
facilities planning it had paused in 
January, though the Facilities Committee 
said it would not recommend specifi c 
school closures.

That same month, the MAUSD board 
settled an ongoing confl ict in that district 
by refi ning the defi nition of school 
“closure” to include the reassignment 
of a school’s entire K-6 population. The 
move provided some degree of comfort 
to Lincoln and Starksboro residents, but 
it did not extend to the work undertaken 
by the ANWSD-MAUSD Merger Study 
Committee, which will not be required 
to agree to such defi nitions if and when it 
proposes a merged district.

As the year closed, Ripton and 
Lincoln were still in limbo, as were the 
seven competing facilities proposals in 
the MAUSD, though the school board 
expected to get a full report from its 
consultant in January.

And all indicators are that enrollments 
in the county will continue declining and 
education costs will keep increasing.
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On the trail

Nature lovers have opened a 

new outdoor spot for walking in 

Salisbury. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Team player

A leader of VUHS basketball 

teams is now using his skills to 

help college students. See Page 1B.

Giving Fridge

A pop-up charitable effort is 

giving away food to those who in 

need. See Page 2A.

Mayor won’t

run in March

city election

Donnelly makes 

tearful statement

Sheriff eyes a major expansion of services

(See Sheriff, Page 13A)

(See Donnelly, Page 13A)

Terrorism experts focus on QAnon

D.C. riots prompt local and federal investigations

Local police on alert after mayhem at Capitol

Vermont sees spike in COVID-19 cases

100 positives at Vergennes church an indication of a Christmas surge

(See Policing, Page 14A)

(See Washington, Page 10A)

ACSD withdrawl 

approved in Ripton, 

but not Weybridge

Six towns must approve next step

(See Voting, Page 14A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Addison County 

Sheriff Peter Newton is seeking community 

support in raising $1.5 million to transform 

his organization into a one-stop shop for 

law enforcement and community services 

ranging from jump-starting stranded cars to 

connecting people with mental health and 

addiction counseling.

He’s calling it the Addison County 

Community Support program. Its primary 

feature calls for two deputies on the road 

throughout the county, around-the-clock, 

seven days per week.

“We will be forging a series of new 

partnerships that will allow us to offer both 

traditional and non-traditional law enforcement 

services,” Newton explains in a brochure he’ll 

soon send out to Addison County households. 

“Our goal is not to ‘reinvent the wheel,’ but 

rather to take the best of programs we have 

seen from around the country and shape them 

to fit the needs of our citizens and address the 

quality-of-life issues that impact so many of 

us daily.”
Among the menu of services, according to 

Newton:
• An in-house social services, a team that 

can “assist people immediately in finding the 

As you may have read, the 

COVID-19 pandemic situation 

is particularly bad right now 

in California — especially Los 

Angeles. Hospitals are full and 

families crammed into small 

apartments are losing their 

breadwinners. In Santa Ana, 

Latino Health Access (LHA) 

By JOHN FLOWERS

RIPTON — Ripton residents 

on Tuesday voted, 163-107, 

in favor of withdrawing from 

the Addison Central 

School District, while 

Weybridge residents 

opted against doing so 

by a 190-119 margin.

The six other ACSD 

member towns must 

now vote in favor 

of Ripton’s bid to 

leave the district if 

the proposed exodus 

is to proceed to the 

Vermont Board of 

Education. The state 

board would then 

decide whether the 

town could become 

its own independent 

school district.

Both the Ripton and 

Weybridge votes were 

triggered by citizens’ petitions 

seeking to prevent closure of 

their elementary schools. The 

ACSD board is expected to vote 

on a school consolidation plan 

that would reduce the district’s 

complement of elementary 

schools from the current seven, 

to four. 
As it stands, the Ripton, 

Weybridge and Bridport schools 

are on the chopping block as the 

ACSD looks to reduce expenses 

and streamline operations in the 

midst of declining 

enrollment and the 

resulting loss of state 

funding for district 

education.
Ripton resident 

Erin Robinson was 

pleased with the vote 

results.
“Throughout this 

whole process I felt 

that folks on both 

sides of the fence were 

respectful, thoughtful 

and engaged 

in a productive 

manner,” she told 

the Independent on 

Wednesday. 

“We’re all 

neighbors, friends, 

coworkers each fighting for 

what we believe is right in 

a truly democratic way. You 

can’t ask for anything better. I 

personally am feeling overjoyed 

and ignited with new energy 

for the work ahead of us. And 

I want to assure people that 

the work will continue to be 

“Throughout 

this whole 

process I felt 

that folks 

on both 

sides of the 

fence were 

respectful, 

thoughtful 

and 
engaged in 

a productive 

manner.”
— Ripton 

resident

Erin Robinson

By ANDY KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — The debate 

on whether Mayor Lynn Donnelly 

should be allowed to return to the 

Vergennes City Council in March 

and serve out the final year of her 

two-year term — to which she was 

elected in March 2020 — came to 

an abrupt and emotional end at 

Tuesday’s council meeting.

In tearful remarks that followed 

suggestions that she should instead 

run for office, Donnelly said she 

would forgo what she thought was 

her right to finish her term. 

She added she did not plan to 

run again, and criticized some of 

her council colleagues.

Donnelly, a longtime city real 

estate broker and Vergennes native 

who for decades has been active in 

community service, in March had 

won her fourth full term on the 

council. 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

MIDDLEBURY — As darkness fell on the 

U.S. Capitol last Wednesday, Jan. 6, and a 

hastily imposed curfew went into effect across 

Washington, D.C., Middlebury 

resident David Laferriere-Hall 

posted a message to one of his 

Facebook accounts: “Hey everyone, 

I’m safe.”
The former chef-owner of 

Coriander in Middlebury had spent 

part of that afternoon standing on 

the steps of the Capitol, wearing 

the insignia of a far-right militia 

group, while a violent mob of Trump 

supporters who falsely believe 

the 2020 presidential election was 

“stolen” stormed the building in 

an effort to prevent Congress from counting 

Electoral Votes and certifying the election of 

Joe Biden.
There is no evidence that Laferriere-Hall 

participated in the mob, entered the Capitol 

building or broke any law. But he did have 

some opinions about what had happened that 

day. His next Facebook post was a 

video of himself walking through 

the D.C. streets, defending the 

rioters with false statements.

“Obviously you saw all the 

hoopla that the media decided 

to put out there and try to make 

it seem like this was a real 

aggressive protest, and that 

wasn’t the case,” Laferriere-

Hall said. “Even the patriots that 

made it inside of the Capitol or 

made it inside Nancy Pelosi’s 

office were lawful.”

This was not true. Pro-Trump rioters 

had by that time already been filmed 

grappling with law enforcement, 

“To look at 

QAnon is to 

see not just 

a conspiracy 

theory but 

the birth 

of a new 

religion.”
— Adrienne 

LaFrance

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

VERMONT — In the wake of Tuesday’s 

announcement by Middlebury College that it 

would revoke Rudy Giuliani’s 2005 honorary 

degree, the Middlebury Police Department and 

college public safety officials are on alert and 

“keeping the lines of communication open” 

in case there is a backlash against the campus 

community, said MPD Chief Tom Hanley 

Tuesday afternoon.

Middlebury revoked Giuliani’s degree for 

his role in inciting the violence that occurred 

last Wednesday, Jan. 6, when supporters of 

President Trump and right-wing extremists 

who refuse to accept that Trump lost the 2020 

election stormed the U.S. Capitol in an effort 

to prevent Congress from counting Electoral 

Votes. The Justice Department is investigating 

hundreds of people in connection with the riots 

and suggests that some could face charges of 

sedition and conspiracy.

Much of the country was already on 

heightened alert after the FBI on Monday 

warned about possible armed protests at all 50 

state capitols and the U.S. Capitol, starting this 

weekend.
At least one flyer circulating in far-right, pro-

Trump social media circles promoted an “armed 

march on Capitol Hill & all state capitols,” 

but federal and state law enforcement officials 

emphasized on Monday that the intelligence 

environment is rapidly evolving, and that while 

these threats are possible they are not necessarily 

imminent.
The Vermont Department of Public Safety 

By JOHN S. McCRIGHT

ADDISON COUNTY  — Along 

with the rest of Vermont, Addison 

County is caught up in a surge of 

COVID-19 cases stemming from an 

increase in a spread of the disease 

related to people getting together 

over the Christmas holidays.

The Vermont Department of 

Health reported double-digit daily 

increases in the number of Addison 

County cases over the last two 

weeks, with 218 new cases here 

since Dec. 30 — nearly half of the 

474 confirmed county cases since 

the pandemic began last March.

Statewide the numbers were 

equally alarming, with 118 new 

cases on Wednesday alone, and 

more than 9,000 since mid-March.

“To put the recent case growth in 

perspective, imagine that over the 

last five days we have seen more 

cases in Vermont than we saw from 

March through September,” said 

Michael Pieciak, the commissioner 

of the Department of Financial 

Regulation, at Gov. Phil Scott’s 

weekly press conference on 

Tuesday.
Pieciak, whose agency runs the 

models that forecast growth of the 

disease caused by the coronavirus, 

predicted that COVID-19 cases 

could continue to surge into 

February, with some days seeing 

more than 300 new cases statewide.

Vermont Health Commissioner 

Dr. Mark Levine called it the 

“Christmas effect.” After he singled 

out Victory Baptist Church in 

Vergennes last Friday as the source 

of 80 recent COVID-19 cases 

linked to Christmas services, on 

Tuesday he said the number was 

approaching 100 cases.

The Rev. Tim Taylor, pastor at 

Victory Baptist Church on Route 

7, and others at the church were 

somewhat surprised by the outbreak 

in their community. Taylor said his 

parishioners were following federal 

safety guidelines during the spread 

of the disease that apparently 

occurred at Christmas services. 

“Our congregations want to 

do live services, so we follow 

CDC guidelines,” Taylor told the 

(See COVID-19 cases, Page 9A)

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH in Vergennes has seen around 100 COVID-19 cases since Christmas, 

according to the Vermont Department of Health. Members of the church said they were following state 

and federal guidelines for in-person services and still spread the coronavirus. 
Independent photo/Steve James

RIPTON RESIDENT ANZA Armstrong and scores of other 

Ripton residents were asked if their town should withdraw from 

the Addison Central School District on Tuesday. The referendum 

passed, 163-107. 
Independent photo/Steve James
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Addison County 
businesses started waking up from their 
collective, COVID-induced slumber 
in early 2021, when state and federal 
authorities began to lift pandemic 
restrictions. But those same 
businesses encountered 
another problem: a 
shortage of workers.

The reasons for 
the shortage were 
varied. Some folks 
— particularly older 
individuals with 
pre-existing medical 
conditions — were 
reluctant to return 
to their jobs out of fear 
of contracting COVID-19. 
Some younger people did the 
math and realized they could bring 
in more money through unemployment 
and supplemental COVID benefi ts 
than through a $14-$18 hourly wage. 
Others placed a premium on staying 
home in order to care for their children, 
particularly since daycare was often hard 
to fi nd.

Whatever the reasons, employers — 
particularly in the hospitality and food 
service industries — were desperate for 
workers to fi ll shifts. Some businesses 
couldn’t fi nd enough employees to 
reopen; others opened with limited hours. 

Still others transitioned to takeout only.
Matt and Caroline Corrente in 2019 

had opened Haymaker Bun Co. and 
The Arcadian Restaurant in the former 
home of The Lobby Restaurant at 7 

Bakery Lane in Middlebury. Both 
enterprises quickly gained 

a loyal following. But 
the dearth of workers 

forced the Correntes 
to make some tough 
decisions about the 
Arcadian — fi rst 
limiting hours, then 
having to close the 
budding restaurant 
on Sept. 24 (though 
Haymaker continues 

to thrive).
“It’s the long-term 

effects of having the crew 
eroded a little bit at a time, with no 

reinforcements available,” Matt Corrente 
said at the time. “It’s been like building a 
house of cards in a hurricane.”

Jim Rubright opened Middlebury 
Bagel & Deli 42 years ago, and he’d never 
seen the local workforce as depleted as 
it was in 2021. The lack of applicants 
forced the business to suspend operations 
Wednesdays and Sundays.

Fire & Ice Restaurant made the diffi cult 
decision to suspend Saturday lunch 
service, due to a lack of support staff. 
And that was after raising hourly wages 

802 . 453 . 2500 • BristolElectronicsVT.com

Bristol Electronics wishes all our 
Addison County friends and neighbors 

a safe and happy New Year!

Ask us about FREE on-site evaluations

If you have been considering solar, heat pumps or whole house 
batteries, please give us a call to discuss your options.

Kent Anderson – Orwell, VT   

“When I made the decision to 
install solar panels to power my 
small farm and residence, there 
was no doubt that I would turn 
to Bristol Electronics for help. 
Having worked with Chris and 
her team for satellite television 
service, I was confident that the 
same professionalism, expertise, 
quality workmanship, competitive 
price structure, prompt and courteous service, and continued support would be forthcoming. 
Such was the case and I couldn’t be more satisfied with the result.”

Orwell, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics
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Makin’ noise
The Ripton Community Coffee House keeps at it through the pandemic. See Arts + Leisure.

By 
the 
way

In the swing
Tiger girls’ tennis was among a full slate of high school sports this week. See Sports, 1B-4B.

Sports Report
We give the lay of the high school sports land in our comprehensive look at spring. See Section C.

Free clinic rolls out COVID vaccines to farmworkersVolunteers visit more than 50 local farms

(See Clinic, Page 16A)

Mt. Abe, ANWSD begin school merger talks
(See Workforce, Page 12A) (See Shortage, Page 10A)

(See Merger, Page 15A) (See ACSD, Page 14A)

ACSD makes plans for$5 million in COVID aid

Where are all the workers?Childcare, housing, jobless benefits limit employee availability

Labor analyst 
explains facts 
behind the Vt. 
labor shortage

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Most people see the COVID-19 vaccine as a ticket to freedom, travel and reconnecting with friends and loved ones after 14 months of pandemic-forced seclusion.

C o n s e q u e n t l y , 
the vaccine tends 
to be its own best 
advertisement. For the 
most part, “if you offer 
it, they will come.”

But not always.
There are hundreds 

of arms to jab at farms 
throughout Addison 
County. Yet those 
farmworkers’ busy 
schedules, a lack of 
transportation, and a 
reluctance by some 
migrant laborers 
to step outside the 
shadows all adds 
up to a challenging 
demographic to immunize from the coronavirus.

Until recently.
Middlebury’s nonprofit Open Door Clinic has mobilized a van and a team of medical professionals and Spanish speaking volunteers to scour the countryside for 

willing vaccine recipients in the local agricultural economy, folks who might otherwise miss their opportunity and thus continue to place themselves and others at risk of contracting COVID-19.Heidi Sulis, executive director of 
ODC, calls the traveling 
COVID vaccine clinics 
“humanity at its best.” 
Since launching at 
Misty Knoll Farm 
on March 17, the 
clinics have visited 
more than 50 farms to 
administer the Pfizer 
vaccine to around 350 
farmworkers. Clinic 
officials believe 98% 
of the county’s rural 
farmworker population 
has now received at 
least one of the requisite 
two COVID vaccine 
doses.

“I feel so happy we have provided this service to these people who otherwise wouldn’t have access to this care,” said Martha Redpath, RN, who’s been part of the ODC’s traveling vaccination team since its inception.
OPEN DOOR CLINIC RN Martha Redpath administers a first dose of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine to a 

worker at a Salisbury farm in late March as part of the clinic’s push to vaccinate as many farmworkers as 
they can.

Photo courtesy of Open Door Clinic

“We are 
providing this 
remarkable 
service to an 
underserved, 
hidden 
population 
that would 
never have 
gotten these 
vaccines 
without this.”

— Martha 
Redpath

This spring, celebrate your love for birds and nature by participating in the Audubon Vermont Birdathon on Saturday, May 22. You’ll raise much-needed funds for conservation while taking part in one of America’s most popular — and growing — pastimes. There’s no better time for watching (and counting) birds than spring. That’s when migratory species, decked out in brilliant breeding plumage, return to their nesting grounds 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
BRISTOL/VERGENNES — Addison County’s two northern unified school districts made it official on Monday night: They will pursue a formal study to look at whether they should merge.At an unprecedented joint 

meeting, the Mount Abraham Unified and Addison Northwest school district boards unanimously approved a charge for a joint merger study committee.
If all goes according to an ambitious timeline the boards also backed, that committee could make 

a recommendation for a merger that residents in the two districts would vote on in March 2022.Such a vote would require support from a majority of residents in each district, not approval in each district town, officials said at Monday’s three-and-a-half-hour 

meeting that was civil and carefully run.
If the committee does recommend a merger under the proposed timeline, and if there are yes votes in both districts in March 2022, the merger could take 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The Addison Central School District will receive $5,256,243 in federal grants during the next two years 

to help its students recover from learning setbacks they might have experienced during the COVID-19 pandemic, according 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Only 14 months ago, Shafer’s Market & Deli at 54 College St. in Middlebury was a no-fail stop pretty much any time of the morning or evening if 

you needed a sandwich, gallon of milk, soda, pizza and other indulgences.
Shafer’s still has the tasty products and household staples, but you have to time your visits more 

carefully these days. The business has had to temporarily abandon its customary 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. days for a tighter schedule that ends at 7 p.m., at the latest.
Why? Try as they might, store 

owners Adam Shafer and Jennifer Shafer-Stocker can’t find enough workers to staff the counter and kitchen. And it’s a common lament throughout the Addison County economy and beyond, as 

enterprises in virtually all sectors — food service, hospitality, trades, manufacturing, retail and more — can’t find enough employees at a time when they’re ready to return 

JENNIFER SHAFER-STOCKER, co-owner of Shafer’s Market & Deli in Middlebury, works the counter at the College Street business earlier this week. She and family members 

are having to work longer hours while cutting store hours because they — like many other businesses in the county and statewide — can’t find enough employees.
Independent photo/William Haig

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
VERMONT — Over the past year, as nearly 30,000 people have left the Vermont workforce, Mat Barewicz has found the want ads fascinating.
“Large, franchise-type chain restaurants are offering incredible starting pay, plus tuition reimbursement, plus sign-on bonuses of $3,000 or $4,000,” said Barewicz, who is the Economic & Labor Market Information Chief for the Vermont Department of Labor (DOL).

Even as they advertise $17 or $18 per hour jobs, the leisure, hospitality and food service industries are struggling to find employees, he said.
Vermont’s construction industry is struggling, too.
“I was recently at a meeting of Associated General Contractors and they were talking about how they were trying to hire for the summer construction season,” Barewicz explained. “There are hundreds and hundreds of jobs that need to be filled for funded, shovel-ready projects, and they don’t know where they’re going to get their staffing from.”

It’s not just restaurants and builders that are struggling.
“Across all industries I’m hearing employers are having tremendous difficulty hiring.”
Between March 2020 and March 2021, Vermont’s civilian labor force decreased by 29,391 workers, or 8.6%, from 342,487 to 313,096, according to the DOL.

Dearth of workers leaves some businesses scrambling

TOP TEN
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as an inducement, 
something several 
businesses did to 
attract workers.

Mark and 
Donna Perrin saw 
the dwindling 
workforce trend 
appear in early 
2020, fi gured the 
pattern would 
continue long-
term, and decided 
to close their 
Green Peppers 
Restaurant dining 
room at 10 
Washington St. 
in Middlebury 
to become a 
strictly takeout 
operation.

It turned out 
to be a good 
move, according 
to Mark Perrin, 
who’s been 
able to pare his 
payroll while 
keeping a lean, 
motivated staff 
turning out the 
r e s t a u r a n t ’ s 
popular pizzas, 
pastas, salads 
and appetizers. 
He had no 
plans to reopen 
the dining room and believes 
Green Peppers is well-positioned to 
survive any future COVID-19 pandemic 
restrictions that might come along.

Meanwhile, Cubber’s Restaurant in 
Bristol posted a sign on its window 
reading, “Help wanted — apply within. 
Lots of $$$.”

Bristol Cliffs Café also had a “help 
wanted” sign on its door.

In Vergennes, 3 Squares Café closed 
on Mondays and Tuesdays “until further 
notice.” Café owner Matt Birong said he 
couldn’t hire enough staff to keep the sit-
down restaurant open those two days. But 
he got permission from the Vergennes 
City Council to park a food truck adjacent 
to the city green, which allowed 3 Squares 
to serve food — with fewer workers — 
on Mondays and Tuesdays.

Restaurants 
able to return to “normal” did brisk 
business. The Giving Fridge — a new 
nonprofi t started by Bethanie Farrell — 
helped keep some eateries busy by hiring 
them to make takeout meals for those in 
need.

And job openings were seemingly 
plentiful beyond just food service. 
Classifi ed ad sections and websites 
trumpeted opportunities. Several 
employers — including Middlebury 
College and Porter Medical Center — 
offered sign-on bonuses for successful 
applicants who agreed to stick around.

Economic observers speculated that 
the workforce would ramp up upon the 
expiration of special COVID benefi ts at 
the end of the summer. But many of the 
“help wanted” signs remain up.
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This fall — after 18 months 
of sickness, masks, hand sanitizer, daily 
temperature checks, social distancing, 
Zoom, cancellations, disappointments, 
fear, fear-mongering; after years of 
budget cuts and griping about school 
taxes, of overextended educators and 
overtaxed systems; amid contentious 
public discussions about closing 
schools, merging schools, 
community schools or 
failing schools, or of the 
failures of students 
or teachers or parents 
or administrators or 
lawmakers; and as 
more and more of 
the adults around 
them or on their 
screens said more 
and more stuff that 
was not true, and became 
disrespectful, combative 
and even violent — some of our 
children came undone.

This fall was the fi rst full semester of 
fulltime classroom instruction since 2019.

Students arrived on the fi rst day of the 
2021-2022 school year believing they’d be 
able to get rid of their masks after a couple 
of weeks. Four months later, they’re still 
wearing masks, seven-plus hours a day, 
fi ve days a week.

Their parents received steady streams 
of memos announcing positive COVID 

cases, quarantined classrooms, vaccine 
clinics, testing sites and public health 
guidance that was constantly changing.

In October, when one of the youngest 
among them came fully undone they 
destroyed a classroom at Bristol Elementary.

Teachers at the school begged the district 
for help. Parents were outraged.

Students at Middlebury Union Middle 
School, which now had three 

grades instead of two, were 
also struggling, and 

they talked back to 
teachers, used foul 
language, behaving 
aggressively toward 
classmates and 
adults alike.

A substitute 
teacher told the 
Addison Central 
School District board 

that she would never 
work at MUMS again. The 

kids were so bad there that 
other educators had warned her not 

to come in the fi rst place.
In November, when a Mount Abraham 

Union Middle School student came fully 
undone they attacked a classmate in the 
hallway, and that classmate was taken to 
the hospital. Police got involved.

When students needed help they found 
fewer and fewer adults available — fewer 
teachers, fewer substitutes, fewer bus 
drivers, fewer counselors, fewer clinicians.

The parents of injured or bullied 
students spoke out. The parents of 
struggling and dysregulated students 
spoke out. They blamed administrators 
for denying services to their children. 
They blamed administrators for 
cutting classroom support staff. 

Some parents wept at school board 
meetings. Some teachers and school 
board members did too.

Toward the end of the 2021 
misbehaviors took on an increasingly 
aggressive political dimension. 
Middlebury and Bristol schools 
banned the wearing of political 
banners and fl ags. Mount Abe 
offi cials launched investigations 
into alleged assaults at the school.

Then someone in that 
community posted something 
on social media that looked to 
school offi cials like a gun threat. 
A memo went out to parents. 
Law enforcement investigated.

The “threat” was eventually deemed to 
be “not credible,” but the following day 
nearly 90% of students stayed home. In the 
days following there was a visible police 
presence and many students stayed away 
from Mount Abe for days afterward.

When children couldn’t keep it 
together, some of the adults in their online 
communities spoke of them with contempt 
and proposed for them a rough justice.

Others showered educators and parents 
and children with thanks and support.

Behind 
the scenes, administrators 
worked feverishly to fi nd solutions with 
what little resources they had, even as they, 
too, were demonized.

No one expects it will magically get 
easier in 2022. The struggles and hurting 
may yet persist. 

But so too will the learning and the 
striving and the thousand other little 
miracles we associate with our children, 
that inspire us to go on.

Owned and Operated by the MacIntyre family since 1943
213 Exchange Street, Middlebury • 388-9260 • 388-3014

49 COURT ST • MIDDLEBURY
- Cash Sales

- 24 Hour 
Card Access

213 EXCHANGE ST • MIDDLEBURY
- Solar Powered

- 24 Hour Card Access
- Diesel Fuel & Gasoline Card Access

Thanks to the thousands of customers and 
     hundreds of employees throughout the years.

Best In Service Since 1943

• Heating Oil 
Oil heats best – always has

• Diesel Fuel & Gasoline

• Plumbing & Heating
   Sales, Service and Installation

• Sunoco Gas Station
Save .05¢ per gallon

16 Creek Road, Middlebury  •  M-F 7:15-5:30, Sat. 8-3  •  802-388-6054
COUNTRYS IDECARPETANDPA INT.COM

Middlebury’s source
for flooring, paint,
& window shades.

Middlebury’s source

Each design consultant on Countryside’s team has got you covered! 
Sure, we have great ideas; even more importantly  — 

WE LISTEN and learn about your needs! 

6 Reasons to Visit Countryside!

Bring us your questions. 
Share your projects

 and challenges. 
You’ll find our

enthusiasm inspiring.

1. Brandon, 2. Janice, 3. Brianna, 4. Brian,  5. Eric and 6. Seth

1.

2.

3.
4.

5.
6.
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Award winner
New Haven native credits local teachers for aiding in her writing success. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Eagles take off
The Mount Abe-VUHS co-op football team bested OV for its first win. See Sports, Page 1B.

Midd quiz
Learn more about the shire town’s downtown in an archictectural scavenger hunt. See Page 2A. 

BLM flag can fly atMiddlebury schools
Middlebury schools

New school-funding math could hurt local budgets

Lawmakers scrutinize pupil ‘weights’

(See BLM flag, Page 12A)

(See School funding, Page 10A)

(See Broadband, Page 11A)

Schools troubled by student behaviorBristol teachers beg for help

Short-staffed MUMS in turmoil 

Light shines bright on solar project
Dignitaries help launch Middlebury College array

$2.3M grant to help county internet provider

(See Solar, Page 16A)

(See MUMS, Page 11A)

(See Bristol teachers, Page 9A)

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Almost two years after floating their original request to fly the Black Lives Matter flag at Middlebury Union High School, students there will now be able to raise that banner.
After many months of impassioned debate interrupted at times by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Addison Central School District board on Monday approved a policy that will allow the flying — for a limited time — of banners other than just the U.S. and Vermont flags on the primary flagpole at the entrance of any ACSD school.And the board made quick use of their new policy at the same 

meeting, unanimously endorsing the flying of the BLM flag on the MUHS flagpole through the end of the current school year.It was a defining m o m e n t following a l e n g t h y s t a l e m a t e d u r i n g w h i c h b o a r d members had found themselves divided into two camps: one in which some members asserted the primary flagpole at school should be reserved for governmental emblems, and the other with members arguing the flagpole is an important messaging hub that should be harnessed to project support of causes compatible with ACSD policy and 

By ANDY KIRKALDYADDISON COUNTY — Addison County nonprofit internet provider Maple Broadband was awarded $2.3 million on Oct. 4 by the newly formed Vermont Community Broadband Board (VCBB) to fund its critical “preconstruction” phase.Those funds are part of money 

originally awarded to Vermont from the American Rescue Plan Act, or ARPA, and then designated by the Legislature to support the state’s nine nonprofit Communications Union Districts (CUDs), of which Maple Broadband is one. The VCBB was created this year to coordinate statewide broadband expansion efforts, 

including overseeing the CUDs and administer the $150 million of funding lawmakers set aside for them via grants, according to need through an application process.Ferrisburgh’s Steve Huffaker, chair of the all-volunteer Maple Broadband board, said although the first installment of VCBB grant 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Two years ago, educator Fawnda Buttolph’s favorite place to substitute teach was Middlebury Union Middle School.
Now she won’t go back.During a heartfelt speech before the Addison Central School District Board on Monday, Buttolph tearfully shared some of her personal stories about recent subbing stints at MUMS. Her concerns ran the gamut from 

undisciplined children to stressed teachers who are hard-pressed to maintain classroom presence and decorum while fulfilling added responsibilities associated with the new International Baccalaureate program.
Buttolph specifically told the board:
• “The teachers feel that they have barely any time to teach with all the meetings they are expected to attend concerning (the International Baccalaureate program),” Buttolph 

said. “They feel they are unable to establish routines and programs because they are constantly being pulled out of their classes for something. Students are at a deficit academically, socially, and emotionally and need consistency and routine, yet they are not getting this because it seems like every other day the students are being taught by a sub or paraeducator.”• “The halls were filled with yelling and foul language, students 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Some of the state’s brightest political, academic and entrepreneurial stars converged on a picturesque pasture in Middlebury on Tuesday morning, but it was the sun that stole the show.Aside from being out in full force on what was a warm fall morning, the sun will be the lifeblood of a 5-megawatt solar farm to be sited on 30 acres of Middlebury College-owned land off South Street Extension. Once completed next year, the farm’s 29,000 panels will provide the college with about 30 percent of its total electricity use. That will help the college reach its Energy2028 initiative goal of receiving 100% of its energy through renewable sources by 2028.U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy, Vermont Lt. Gov. Molly Gray, and Middlebury College President Laurie Patton were among those who participated 

in a groundbreaking ceremony for the solar farm project, to be built in partnership with Encore Renewable Energy and Green 

Mountain Power.Patton, also a longtime professor of religions, noted the 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSSVERMONT — When you’re struggling to get by, it can be disheartening to learn that, on top of everything else, you may be getting a better than average deal out of an inequitable system that will soon change.This is essentially the situation Addison County’s three school districts face as the Task Force on 

the Implementation of the Pupil Weighting Factors Report develops an action plan and proposed legislation that would “ensure all public school students have equitable access to educational opportunities.”What does this have to do with our local schools?The “Pupil Weighting Factors Report” — which was submitted 

to the Vermont Legislature in 2019 and subsequently dissected by educators and policymakers, as well as the Task Force’s ongoing investigations — concludes, among other things, that Vermont’s decades-old method of calculating equalized pupils doesn’t reflect the state’s current educational conditions, and this is undermining attempts to provide every student with equitable opportunities.The report recommends several 

options for fixing this. All of them — and almost certainly any variation of them that might eventually get passed into law — would reduce the number of equalized pupils in the Addison Central, Addison Northwest and Mount Abraham Unified school districts. Fewer equalized pupils would translate into higher educational tax rates, reduced educational spending or some combination of both.And this stings.

“We were already struggling to manage declining enrollment and rising costs, especially health care,” ANWSD Board Chair John Stroup told the Independent.State Sen. Ruth Hardy, D-Middlebury, who co-chairs the Task Force, acknowledged that the Vergennes-area school district, because of its relatively small size, may feel more negatively effected by any proposed school funding 

Are you living on a small fixed income and having difficulty paying property taxes on your home? You might be entitled to some tax relief when you file your Homestead Declaration. The deadline for filing is Oct. 15. Filing a Homestead Declaration is required by the state of Vermont and can result in a significant reduction to your annual property tax bill. You can find more information on how to file here: tinyurl.com/hv294fhh. If you’re having difficulty filing the forms, the Middlebury nonprofit Helping Overcome Poverty’s Effects can help; call them at (802) 388-3608.
The Monkton Museum and Historical Society (MM&HS) will host noted historian and Civil War author Howard Coffin for a Vermont Humanities Council Presentation on Monday, Oct. 18, at 7 p.m. The 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSSBRISTOL — A Bristol Elementary School teacher broke down in tears during Tuesday night’s meeting of the Mount Abraham Unified School District board as she tried to describe an incident she and her students had experienced the previous Thursday, Oct. 7.
“I’m sorry,” she said. “This is just heartbreaking.”A couple of her BES colleagues got up and stood beside her, offering support, and she continued.“Around 2 p.m. (that day), we 

had to evacuate the classroom as a student entered the classroom in an aggressive manner and was 

throwing objects at adults and in the classroom,” the teacher said.After they evacuated, “students expressed fears about their safety, their things, and their hard work in our classroom being destroyed,” she continued.Upon re-entering the classroom 45 minutes later, the teacher discovered that damage had been inflicted to a projector, a closet door and instructional materials.She locked the door.Fifteen minutes later the student returned, “still escalated,” the 

Touching downA RED TAILED Hawk sticks the landing in the top of a pine tree this past Sunday in West Addison. 

The Ferrisburgh photographer captured the intense concentration of the bird combined with its 

effortless confidence.

Photo by Stephanie Warner

U.S. SEN. PATRICK LEAHY and Vermont Lt. Gov. Molly Gray 

were among several dignitaries invited to participate in Tuesday’s 

ceremonial groundbreaking of a new, 5-Megawatt solar farm off 

South Street Extension in Middlebury that will deliver renewable 

energy to Middlebury College.
Independent photo/John S. McCright

“What we are seeing in our schools is reflective of the fact that our students who were struggling most before the pandemic are the ones impacted most significantly by the pandemic.”
— Supt. Patrick Reen

Hard year puts some students in crisis

TOP TEN
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Those who reside, 
shop, work and travel through downtown 
Middlebury celebrated the completion 

of a complex, $72 million rail 
tunnel project in 2021, a massive 
undertaking that spanned the 
better part of four years and 
brought much construction 
disruption to the heart of 
Addison County’s shire town.

The Vermont Agency of 
Transportation (VTrans) 
and Kubricky Construction 
divided the endeavor into 
seven distinct projects, 
beginning in 2017 with 
the demolition of the two 
1920s-era bridges that 
stretched over the railroad 
on Merchants Row and 
Main Street. Those bridges 
were replaced by temporary 
spans.

The other projects 
included installation of a 
drainage system for the 
rail bed; construction of 
the actual tunnel, which 
included a 10-week 
closure of Main Street 
and Merchants Row 
during the summer of 
2020; and what offi cials 

described as a series of 
capital improvements on VTrans-owned 
rail infrastructure necessary to support 
the detour of freight trains during the 10-
week closure.

All of this led to the inauguration of 

a 360-foot concrete tunnel that travels 
through the downtown, while creating 
several side benefi ts that included an 
expanded Triangle Park above the tunnel 
and a new Lazarus Park off Printer’s 
Alley, as well as new downtown 
sidewalks and undergrounded utilities.

The overall state and 
federal commitment to the 
Middlebury project came 
in at $91.5 million, 
when one includes 
engineering and 
other costs related to 
what was one of the 
largest downtown 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
ventures ever 
coordinated by 
VTrans.

Area residents were not 
only pleased with the fi nal 
product, they were relieved to 
return to a schedule free of blasting, dust, 
traffi c detours, fewer parking options 
and the din crated by heavy construction 
equipment.

Gov. Phil Scott and Transportation 
Secretary Joe Flynn helped Middlebury 
celebrate the substantial completion of 
work at a special summer ceremony at 
Lazarus Park.

With the project done, Middlebury 
residents turned to the next signifi cant 
train development — the return of 
passenger rail service. Plans called for a 

June 2022 expansion of Amtrak’s Ethan 
Allen Express train, which currently 
travels from New York City to Rutland, 
via Albany, N.Y., and Castleton, Vt. 
The route will be extended north from 
Rutland to Burlington’s Union Station 
with stops in Middlebury and Vergennes.

Proponents predicted 
the service would be a 

winner for Addison 
County residents 

seeking alternative 
transportation to 
Burlington, or to 
Rutland and points 
south. Organizers 
professed great 
hope that members 
of the Middlebury 
College community 

would become avid users 
of the train.

And when the train does come 
through Addison County, Middlebury 
and Vergennes will be prepared with rail 
platforms to accommodate passengers. 
Kubricky Construction recently 
completed a Middlebury rail platform 
off Seymour Street that includes a 300-
foot deck and a 200-foot canopy, with 
lighting.

Meanwhile, Vergennes will be served 
by a remodeled train depot and new 
platform at the Ferrisburgh Park and 
Ride off Route 22A, near Route 7.
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We balanced

14,736
tires last year.

County Tire Center
33 Seymour Street, Middlebury

388-7620 or 1-800-794-7620
www.countytirecenter.com
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- Oil Changes - Inspections
- Brake Repairs - Tune-ups
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Concert scene

Many delectable indoor music 

options dot the area menu in the 

weeks ahead. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Defense rules

The unbeaten Tiger football and 

Eagle fi eld hockey squads are also 

unscored upon. See Page 1B.

Sports Report

Rosters, schedules, coaches’ com-

ments and more are inside in our 

full section on high school teams.

WomenSafe
sees changes 
in leadership 
and its name 

What does ‘local control’ mean?

The concept is changing, and so is the way it drives school discussions

(See County schools, Page 8A)

(See WomenSafe, Page 16A)

(See Streams, Page 15A)

(See Ferrisburgh, Page 14A)

(See SNAP, Page 10A)

Ferrisburgh considers water, 

broadband for ARPA money

Food benefi ts to fall 

short, advocates say

Ripton school independence 

delayed; ACSD talks urged

(See Ripton, Page 10A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — WomenSafe 

is marking this fall with a change 

in leadership, the fi rst success 

stories emerging from the agency’s 

fi rst ever transitional housing for 

survivors of domestic and sexual 

violence, and a commitment to 

changing its organizational name 

to better refl ect the diversity of its 

clients.
One of the biggest changes is the 

departure of Executive Director 

Kerri Duquette-Hoffman after 19 

years with the Middlebury-based 

nonprofi t.
“It’s my personal belief that 

it’s healthy for an agency to have 

executive directors move on, 

eventually, and 19 years seems 

like a reasonable amount of time,” 

Duquette-Hoffman said with a 

hearty laugh. 

“This coincided with us looking 

at what we could do to improve 

racial equity in our agency and fi ght 

the ways that racism shows up. 

And one of those ways is in power 

dynamics. Part of what we’ve been 

looking at is how to use transition 

and succession to also re-envision 

Come support the much-loved 

Trail Around Middlebury at the 

annual TAM Trek, slated for this 

Sunday, Sept. 19. The Trek offers 

several options: A 19-mile course 

for serious trail runners, a 10K 

version, and a 2-mile “family fun 

run” for a more casual experience. 

All participants start and fi nish 

their races in Middlebury’s Wright 

Park, where there will be live 

music, great local raffl e prizes, and 

a delicious post-race buffet. Trek 

entry fees help the Middlebury 

Area Land Trust cover the $18,000 

annual costs of maintaining the 

Streambed
in Ripton 
is getting 
major work
By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Those 

traveling along Route 125 in 

Ripton have been getting a 

fi rsthand look at a $2.5 million 

effort to stabilize key sections 

of the Middlebury River 

stream bank, which has been 

periodically breached during 

heavy rains.
The work, according 

to Vermont Agency of 

Transportation (VTrans) 

offi cials, is scheduled to proceed 

into November and involves a 

total of 1,654 feet in six distinct 

areas of the river bank, spread 

out from about a mile south of 

Ripton village  to a mile north of 

the village. 
The goal, offi cials said, is to 

strengthen weaker shoulders of 

the river so they’re less prone to 

surrendering to fl oodwaters that 

have at times ravaged adjacent 

Route 125 and thus temporarily 

isolated the small mountain 

WORKERS WILL BE  busy well into November making $2.5 million in repairs aimed at strengthening 

the banks of the Middlebury River off Route 125 in Ripton. They are shown here installing river 

diversion devices this summer.

Photo courtesy of VTrans

By ANDY KIRKALDY

FERRISBURGH — The 

Ferrisburgh selectboard last week 

decided to wait before making 

a contribution from its federal 

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 

funding to county nonprofi t internet 

provider Maple Broadband. But this 

week Board Chair Jessica James 

said she will recommend the board 

consider a six-fi gure bequest at its 

next meeting.
Initially, board members said 

on Sept. 7 they needed more 

information from both Maple 

Broadband and the Vergennes-

Panton Water District before giving 

any ARPA money to either entity. 

This past spring Congress 

appropriated $350 billion in the 

American Rescue Plan Act to aid 

state and local governments in 

recovering from the economic 

damage caused by the coronavirus 

pandemic.

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Individuals 

and families who rely on 

3SquaresVT — the federal 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP) in Vermont — 

will get some good news and bad 

news beginning Oct. 1.

First, the good news: SNAP 

benefi ts are slated to increase 

by 25% in order to better 

refl ect current food prices, what 

Americans typically eat, dietary 

guidance, and the nutrients in food 

items, according to the United 

States Department of Agriculture.

Now the bad news, according 

anti-hunger advocates: The 

looming SNAP benefi t increase, 

when viewed in concert with  the 

scheduled Sept. 30 expiration of 

a previous SNAP hike intended 

to help recipients through the 

coronavirus pandemic, still won’t 

refl ect the true costs of setting the 

table with nutritious meals.

In fact, many Vermont SNAP 

recipients are likely to fi nd 

themselves back at square one or 

worse, according to Anore Horton, 

executive director of the nonprofi t 

Hunger Free Vermont.

“Most households that are 

currently enrolled in SNAP are not 

going to experience an increase in 

October from what they’re getting 

right now,” Horton said. “And 

some households are going to 

experience a slight decrease.”

By JOHN FLOWERS

RIPTON — The Vermont State 

Board of Education (VSBE) has 

asked the town of Ripton and 

the Addison Central School 

District Board to re-engage in 

conversations to keep Ripton 

within the ACSD. And the board 

served notice that if those talks 

don’t bear fruit, the small town 

isn’t likely to be granted its wish 

to become an independent school 

district until July 1, 2023.

Addison Central 

Superintendent Peter Burrows 

described that as the consensus 

position taken by the VSBE 

at its Wednesday meeting, a 

position taken as the Addison 
Editor’s note: This is the seventh in a 

series about the growing pains of Addison 

County schools in 1965-66 and the Vermont 

Commissioner of Education’s ambitious plan to 

address them.

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

ADDISON COUNTY — Upon completion 

of a recent series about the challenges faced 

by county schools in the mid-1960s, the 

Independent reached out to a number of local 

and state educators and education experts to 

get their take on what lessons, if any, might 

be learned by looking at previous upheavals in 

education history.

The conversations were lively and 

illuminating and touched on many topics in 

great depth. But one theme, “local control,” 

proved to be a hot topic.

What does the “local” in “local control” 

mean? How has it changed? Does it need more 

refi ning or expanding still?

These diffi cult questions prompted a number 

of thoughtful responses, as readers will see 

below.
WILLIAM MATHIS

William Mathis is a senior policy advisor 

to the National Education Policy Center at 

the University of Colorado-Boulder, a former 

superintendent of the Rutland Northeast 

Supervisory Union and a former member of the 

Vermont State Board of Education. He lives in 

Goshen.
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Special Section of the Addison Independent

Thursday, September 16, 2021

Platform for the people

THE PASSENGER RAIL platform under construction in Middlebury has been humming with activity for the past few weeks as workers 

from a veritable alphabet of construction and support companies — VHB Engineering, GPI/Greenman-Pederson, DE Collins and CSE 

Inc., among them — hurry to complete the project while the nice weather holds. Train service is not expected to start until next spring.

Independent photo/Steve James

SNAP increases won’t offset defi ciency

Middlebury wraps up 4 years of ‘Big Dig’ rail project

TOP TEN
20212021#5
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The visual Top Ten
ADDISON INDEPENDENT STAFF photographer 

Steve James probably saw more Addison County 
residents than anyone else at the newspaper in 
2021. We count on him to bring back interesting 
images of places and things to reflect the county 
back at itself. Among our favorite photos of his 
last year were, left, Willow Ross taking her time 
to complete a move on the uneven bars at a July 
Middlebury gymnastics camp; top left, Donny Ray 
Quenneville and Dan Wyman performing during 
the Nov. 23 Champlain Valley Fiddlers’ jam session 
at the Middlebury VFW Hall; above, Emitt Haigh, 
son of the Rolling Bale Farm owners, cuddles a 
days-old lamb he called “Panda” at the Shoreham 
farm in March; and, far right, Kenyan musical artist 
and Vermont resident KeruBo wows the crowd at 
Middlebury’s Festival on the Green in August. 

We are lucky enough to have Steve’s daughter, 
Megan James, on staff managing our online and 
Minibury offerings, and she also takes memorable 
photos, including the one below of National Guard 
members getting ready to administer COVID-19 
vaccines at MUHS in March. 
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THE INDEPENDENT HAS had some talented photography interns 
over the years, and last summer intern William Haig excelled 
by providing us with many interesting photos, including, far left 
bottom, two of more than 1,800 patrons at the Viva El Sabor Fiesta 
at Middlebury’s Marble Works in late June, and, bottom right, Belden 
Company workers peering down into a hole next to Court Street to 
inspect a valve. But talent is not limited to our staff and interns, folks 
in Addison County regularly send us photos, and here are three that 
we thought were among the best. 

Above, Adam Mahady captured this image of 14-year-old Kassidy 
Brown racing her horse, Jet, through a pattern called the “Cloverleaf 
Barrels” in the gymkhana competition at last August’s Field Days. 
Above right, Myriah Cogswell in November made this photo of 
Robinson Elementary Principal Edorah Frazer presenting a chicken 
to first-grader Elijah Purinton, who suggested the name — “Snowy 
Chicken” — that the school submitted to the state’s snowplow 
naming contest. Below, Josh Hummel of AdventureWithJosh.com in 
September took this shot of Dane VanNosdeln confidently paddling a 
pumpkin through the Otter Creek Gorge north of Belden Falls on the 
New Haven/Weybridge town line. 

We can’t wait to see what you will see in 2022.
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The housing news
was great in Addison County in 2021.

Great, that is, if you were a residential 
property seller and had somewhere 
already lined up for your next move. 

Other than that? Well, it was probably 
a tough year. 

If you were a buyer, welcome 
to bidding wars. Brokers 
talked about having six, 
eight or 10 offers for 
desirable properties, 
such as those in 
the county’s bigger 
villages within 
walking distance 
of services and 
schools, with many 
or most above listed 
price.

Dejected buyers spoke 
of making offers of tens of 
thousands of dollars above asking 
prices, but being outbid for the homes 
they wanted.

One reason the market tightened was 
an infl ux of so-called COVID refugees, 
who chose Vermont’s lower population 
density and country living when offered 
the chance to work remotely.

“COVID has made a big difference,” 
real estate appraiser Bill Benton told 
the Independent, adding the market was 
unlike what he had seen before in his four 
decades in the county real estate sector. 

Veteran broker Nancy Foster agreed.
“I have seen more out-of-state buyers in 

the past year than I have ever seen in any 
other year, and I have been selling real 
estate over 40 years,” Foster said.

How tight was the inventory? At one 
point in February there were 64 residential 

listings in the county compared to 
147 at the same time in 2020 

and 213 in February 2019.
Another broker, 

Amey Ryan, told 
the Independent
potential sellers 
were holding their 
homes off the market 
because they knew it 
would be virtually 
impossible to fi nd 
the new home they 

wanted. 
A number of business 

owners found themselves in 
a quandary because of the tight 

market. Many made offers that might 
have been accepted if candidates could 
have found housing. One Vergennes 
restaurant owner told the Independent he 
felt incredibly lucky to have found a new 
chef — because he had also found his hire 
a place to live. 

An Addison County Regional Planning 
Commission study looked at the long-
term underpinnings of the problem. 
Essentially, as is the case around the state, 
among the study’s conclusions were that:

• The population is aging, while 
entry-level homes for younger residents 
are increasingly scarce as prices rise 
faster than incomes. 

• Family sizes are getting smaller, 
fewer homes are being built, and the 
homes that are being built are larger 
and less affordable.

The study concluded that converting 
older, larger homes into multi-family 
dwellings might be one solution to 
creating more affordable housing.

Communities are tackling the 
issue. A proposal to create 20 
affordable housing units near 
the Bristol fi re station is in the 
permitting process, for example, 
and Vergennes is working on new 
zoning regulations that would both 
allow more housing density in 
and expand downtown residential 
zoning.

None of these steps and studies 
will help a more immediate 
crisis: As of early December,  
Addison County’s two emergency 
homeless shelters were already full 
and carrying waiting lists as the coldest 
weather of the year approached.

The Charter House Coalition Emergency 
Shelter in Middlebury and John Graham 
Housing & Services in Vergennes were 
both reporting surging demand at the 
same time a statewide motel voucher 
program was tightening its qualifying 
standards for long-term, pandemic-related 

residency 
at area hotels and motels.

Meanwhile, rentals remain hard to come 
by, and are continuing to chew up a higher 
than recommended chunk of working 
individuals’ and families’ incomes, 
according to government guidelines. 

There appeared to be no easy answers 
to the county’s housing issues as 2021 
wound down. 
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Witching hour
Chris Bohjalian’s latest digs into a dark corner of New England’s Puritan past. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Title season
The playoffs opened this week, and the VUHS track team ran to fi ve wins. See Sports, Pages 1B-4B. 

Finger lickin’
Chicken barbecue season is here. See what the Lions cooked up this Memorial Day on Page 6B.

Vergennes-area towns eye use of pandemic funding

(See Vergennes, Page 14A)

7 women, 7 years, mission accomplished
Yarn & Yoga bids farewell to Bristol, paves the way for a new generation

(See Bristol, Page 17A)

40 years on,Lawrenceleaves FCSAll about the kids for school staffer 

A new homelesschallenge aheadEnd of hotel stays will cut many loose

(See Homeless, Page 16A)

(See Lawrence, Page 11A)

College caps ‘watershed’ yearPandemic commencement celebrates connections to Vermont

(See Graduation, Page 15A)

By ANDY KIRKALDYVERGENNES — A city sewer system 
upgrade, broadband expansion and records 
digitization are among possibilities as offi cials 
in Vergennes and its neighboring towns 
begin to look how to use the collective total 
of roughly $2.3 million they will receive in 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding.

Congress passed that federal $1.9 trillion act 
earlier this year, and it included $19.53 billion 
for local government use. Those funds will be paid to local 

communities over the next fi ve years. Towns 
have until the end of 2024 to fi nalize plans for 
using the money under still evolving federal 
guidelines, and must use it by 2026.

In general, federal guidelines — not all of 
which apply to rural Vermont communities — 
state the funding can:• Support public health expenditures, by 

funding COVID-19 mitigation efforts, medical 
expenses, behavioral healthcare, and certain 
public health and safety staff;• Address negative economic impacts 

caused by the public health emergency, 
including economic harms to workers, 
households, small businesses, impacted 
industries, and the public sector;• Provide premium pay for essential 

workers, offering additional support to those 
who have borne and will bear the greatest 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSSBRISTOL — After a seven-year run, the seven women partners who founded Yarn & Yoga and built it into a vital downtown Bristol business and community hub are passing the torch to a new 

generation.
With the purchase of Yarn & Yoga’s assets, which was offi cially completed on Tuesday, Ashley Randazzo, 33, and Greyson Ursick, 32, most recently of Wisconsin, became 

the youngest yarn store owners in New England.Their business, Hermit Thrush Fiber Co., will operate in the same space as Yarn & Yoga — 25a Main Street. Though they won’t be hosting yoga, they’ll be 

looking to preserve the aspects of Yarn & Yoga that were most beloved in the community.Yarn & Yoga served its last customer this past Friday. On Saturday, the Independent sat 

SEVEN YEARS AGO these seven women partnered to form Yarn & Yoga in downtown Bristol, and together they built the store into a 

vibrant community hub. This month they passed the torch to a couple from Wisconsin. Pictured from left are (front row) Mary McGuire, 

Janet Chill, Diane Corey, Anne Wallace; (back row) Karen McEachen, Laurie Lowy and Elissa Cobb.
Independent photo/Christopher Ross

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Under normal circumstances, Anne Heather — who is homeless — wouldn’t have the wherewithal to stay even one night at the Courtyard By Marriott Hotel.She recently marked her one-year anniversary as an accidental guest at the Middlebury hotel, courtesy of the COVID-19 pandemic and the state of Vermont.Anne Heather arrived at the Marriott on May 12, 2020. She 

was among dozens of homeless individuals and families who could no longer be accommodated in conventional shelters due to the prospect of coronavirus contagion in congregate settings.Though now lodged in a nice hotel, Anne Heather isn’t living the life of a tourist.She’s in recovery (three years sober), is estranged from her family, suffers from depression, and lives — by her own admission 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSSMIDDLEBURY — One of the most remarkable things about Middlebury College’s 219th Commencement Saturday afternoon was the way it felt less 

like a triumph over COVID-19 — though by any measure it was — and more like a celebration of Vermont.
“I don’t think I realized how lucky we were to call these Green 

Mountains home,” said Student Commencement Speaker Nathan Gunesch, who hails from the tiny village of Government Camp, Oregon. “On a foggy morning the clouds veil the base of these hills as if the trees themselves were exhaling.”
Gunesch paid tribute to the feelings and sensations of Vermont during his Middlebury years, like the smell of the wood smoke from the hearth at American Flatbread, the taste of a “crisp apple straight off the tree at Happy Valley Orchard,” and in spring “the surprising warmth of sunbathing at Lake Dunmore on a 50-degree afternoon,” all of which felt “like being a part of something that extends beyond the borders of our campus.”

“Today I hope we all feel that Vermont tastes like a maple creemee,” he said.All four recipients of honorary degrees from Middlebury this year are from Vermont.John Derick, who coordinated maintenance of the Trail Around Middlebury for 30 years and volunteered with the Middlebury 

By ANDY KIRKALDYFERRISBURGH — When Ferrisburgh Central School students have arrived almost every morning over the past 40 years, a familiar face has greeted them — FCS administrative assistant Loretta Lawrence. Lawrence won’t be fulfi lling that role — one of many in what might fairly be called a fl exible job description, and one that is probably her favorite — for much longer.
Lawrence, now 70, will step away from Ferrisburgh’s elementary school at the end of this academic year after serving three 

The state is inching closer to Phase 4 of its “Vermont Forward Plan,” representing a further loosening of COVID-19 pandemic restrictions. As of this writing, Vermont was only around 12,000 citizen vaccinations short of achieving the 80% mark of the total population vaccinated that is needed to trigger Phase 4. Under Phase 4 vaccinated citizens can go about their business without masks. There 

ADDISON COUNTY NATIVE and acclaimed playwright, composer 

and musician Anaïs Mitchell gives the Middlebury College 

Commencement address from the stage at Robison Hall in the 

Mahaney Arts Center this past Saturday.

FOLLOWING COVID-19 SOCIAL distancing guidelines, graduating Middlebury College seniors spread 

out across six venues for the college’s commencement ceremony on Saturday, May 29.Photos by Brett Simison/Middlebury College

Housing costs spike, create challenges

TOP TEN
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Work on renewable
energy projects made quiet but signifi cant 
progress in our communities this past 
year.

In July Goodrich Farm in Salisbury 
launched the largest farm-powered 
anaerobic digester in the Northeast, 
converting cow manure, and food and 
beverage waste, into renewable 
natural gas.

Middlebury College, 
which has set for itself 
a goal of deriving 
100% of its energy 
from renewable 
sources by 2028, 
plans to buy most 
of the natural gas 
produced at the 
farm. That goal is 
part of the college’s 
Energy2028 strategy, 
which includes other 
sustainability goals like cutting 
energy consumption by 25%, divesting 
its endowment of fossil fuel investments 
and integrating Energy2028 within its 
educational mission.

In late summer construction began 
on a 500kW community solar project in 
Bristol, located on the site of the town’s 
former landfi ll. The $1.8 million project, 
undertaken by the Addison County-based 
Acorn Energy Co-op and a Waitsfi eld-
based partner, called for nearly 1,700 

solar panels at 440 watts apiece. Project 
leaders, investors and community 
members plan to celebrate the completion 
of the solar array on Jan. 8.

This was the second major solar project 
in Bristol in recent years. Bristol South 
GLC Solar, a 150kW array built on private 
land off Route 116, was completed in 
2020.

Another Bristol solar project 
earned approval from the 

Vermont Public Utilities 
Commission in 

2021. Green Peak 
Solar is building 
a 2.2-megawatt 
array just off Cain 
Hill Road on a site 
that had once been 
considered for a 
gravel pit.

In October 
Middlebury College 

broke ground on a 
5-megawatt solar farm that 

will occupy 30 acres of college-owned 
land off South Street Extension once it’s 
completed later this year. With 29,000 
panels, the array is expected to provide 
Middlebury College with about 30% of 
its total electricity needs, bringing it even 
closer to its Energy2028 goal. 

Not all of the important renewable 
energy work is focused on generating 
energy, however. Even more important 
in some respects are efforts to save

The District would like to take a moment to thank Addison County residents and 
businesses for their efforts to reduce, reuse and recycle this year! Below are just 
a few of the materials we collected at the District Transfer Station

In 2021...

802-388-2333
1223 Route 7 S., Middlebury, VT

www.AddisonCountyRecycles.org

lbs of blue bin recyclables: 6,900,000

lbs of electronic waste: 142,000

lbs of hazardous waste: 126,000
lbs of recycled books: 90,000

lbs of food scraps: 130,000

lbs of batteries: 11,700

lbs of tires: 386,000

lbs of plastic bags, fi lm, wrapping: 10,780
lbs of plastic maple syrup tubing: 8,000

Households that brought hazardous 
waste for proper disposal: 1,800

District Transfer Station Hours: Mon-Fri 7 am - 3 pm & Sat 8 am - 1 pm
HazWaste Center Hours: Mon-Fri 8 am - 2 pm & Sat 8 am - 1 pm

Renewable energy projects fi nally come to the fore
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Best movie
A Zeno Mountain Farm film got some buzz at South by Southwest. Read about it in Arts + Leisure.

By 
the 
way

Back in action
After a year of seasons shortened by COVID, high school sports is hitting full stride. See Page 1B.

Settling in
Shacksbury Cider has moved into bigger digs to accommodate its growing business. See Page 2A.

Has the electric vehicle era finally arrived?
Major funding proposals set to push EVs to the next level

City mulling
street paving & sidewalk 
projects

Studio Schooleyes art classes in downtown

(See Studio school, Page 14A)

(See Vergennes, Page 13A)

Report explores financial impacts of sexual assault

Middlebury nets COVID fundsTown to receive $2.57M in ARPA grants; schools in line for $3.14M

(See Middlebury, Page 9A)

(See Impacts, Page 13A)

By CHRISTOPHER ROSSADDISON COUNTY — If you took the $174 billion President Joe Biden has proposed spending on electric vehicles (EVs) over the next decade and split it evenly according to population, Vermont’s share would come to something like $330 million.
Of course, that’s not how it works, and for now President Biden’s proposal is just that — a proposal. But it’s not hard to imagine the impact significant federal funding for EVs could have in Vermont, which already boasts more EV charging stations per capita than any other state, ranks seventh in the nation for electric vehicle policy and has gotten this far by spending only a few million state dollars.

Biden’s EV proposal is part of the $2 trillion American Jobs Plan, designed to upgrade U.S. 

infrastructure and create new jobs. It’s a follow-up to the president’s $1.9 trillion COVID relief package, the American Rescue Plan Act.“This is the moment to reimagine and rebuild a new economy,” Biden announced on March 31. “Public domestic investment as a share of the economy has fallen by more than 40 percent since the 1960s. The American Jobs Plan will invest in America in a way we have not invested since we built the interstate highways and won the Space Race.”The president’s $174 billion EV plan would:
• h e l p automakers establish domestic supply chains.

• retool U.S. factories to make batteries and EVs.• provide point-of-sale rebates and tax incentives to buy U.S.-made EVs.
• help fund the creation of a 

(See Progress, Page 10A)

See more 
on electric 

vehicles inside
• Electric vehicles demystified

• Local EV owners talk pros and cons
• Fleets and public transportation going electric

• Car dealerships see bright future for EVs
• EV growth depends on charging infrastructure

Hey, Bristol-area kids, looking for some outdoor fun during next week’s school vacation? The Lawrence Memorial Library has organized an “All Around Town Treasure Hunt” throughout the vacation, from Saturday morning, April 17, to Sunday evening, April 25. Pick up a map at the Little Free Library in the Bristol Park (under the play structure), or at Lawrence Memorial Library anytime during school vacation. Have fun looking for book-inspired clues about town. Return the filled-out form by Sunday, April 25, at the 

national network of 500,000 EV chargers by 2030.• replace 50,000 diesel transit vehicles.
• electrify at least 20% of yellow school buses.

• electrify the federal fleet, including the U.S. Postal Service.STATE EV PROGRESSVermont is already pursuing some of these goals.In 2019 the state launched 

an EV incentive program with $1.1 million in funding to help Vermonters switch to EVs.By July 2020, there were nearly 4,000 EVs registered in the state, 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The Middlebury Studio School, growing in popularity even through the coronavirus pandemic, has hired its first-ever executive director and is looking to expand programming into a downtown location.“We really want to have a presence in town and to be a part of an art community, and make Middlebury more of a destination for the arts,” said Mary Lower, president of the studio school’s board.The Middlebury Studio School was founded in 2009 by staff, instructors and friends of the former Frog Hollow Craft Center. George Dorsey acquired the former craft center space that same year and allowed the studio school to operate in the lower level of the building at a favorable rent until 2015, when the school moved to its current headquarters at 2377 Route 7 South.“We looked downtown, but couldn’t find a place (at the time),” Lower said.
But now there are several places to be had in the core Middlebury Village, as the pandemic, tunnel project and market forces have created around a dozen 

By ANDY KIRKALDYVERGENNES — Unknowns ran through Tuesday’s Vergennes City Council discussion — its first — on the upcoming Fiscal Year 2022 budget, which the council will set by June 30 for the following 12 months. 
But it was clear councilors and Public Works Supervisor Jim Larrow were determined to get more roads paved and sidewalks fixed during the upcoming year, and even before then. Larrow told the council that he has enough money left in his current FY 2021 budget to pay for paving of a number of short city streets before June 30, including Scovil Lane; Green Meadow and Hillside acres; Union, Prospect and Elm streets; and Meadowbrook and Bowman roads.

Larrow added he would ask his crew this summer to redo the sidewalk on School Street between Main and East streets, and then told the Independent on Wednesday he 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Annie initially decided she’d try to forget she’d been raped, rather than report it to police and risk having to relive the traumatic episode over and over again.“I tried to forget, but I was having nightmares almost daily,” the Addison County resident recently related to officials at the Vermont Network Against Domestic and Sexual Violence (Vermont Network).

“My anxiety level was through the roof.”
But she mustered the courage to not only report the incident, but also to recount her experience during two trials.The first proceeding resulted in a mistrial. The defendant was found “not guilty” by a jury following the second trial.

She recalled that “not guilty” moment as being one of the worst in her life.

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — U.S. Rep. Peter Welch figuratively applied a little salve to Middlebury’s municipal and educational pandemic wounds on Tuesday evening with news of federal recovery grants: $2.57 million for the town, and $3.14 million for the Addison Central School District.
That money is Middlebury’s cut from the $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), which was aimed at helping the nation rebound from the COVID-19 pandemic, which has taken a financial 

toll on municipalities, schools, businesses and individuals.
The Vermont Democrat delivered the good news during a 15-minute Zoom appearance at Tuesday’s Middlebury selectboard meeting. His remarks were at times muffled by the shrill ringing of the Capitol Building bell signaling an imminent vote on the House floor.“The federal government’s role was to get some resources back to our communities, but the decision on how best to use them has to be made locally,” Welch told the selectboard. 

“Those of you who have been elected have been entrusted with this enormous responsibility, and you’re the ones who are going to be making these decisions — and you’ll be getting direct input from members of your community.”He noted municipal officials will have flexibility in how they deploy their ARPA funds. He outlined the basic use parameters.
“It has to be COVID-related,” he said, though he called that a “broad definition.” Local officials could use the 

Seniors play Jr.DESPITE THE CHALLENGES of staging a play during a pandemic, the Middlebury Union High School senior class on Friday and 

Saturday, April 9 and 10, performed “Lion King Jr.” with no audience but livestreamed on MCTV. Shown here in the climactic fight scene 

are Simba (Lucas Nelson) standing over Scar (Oliver Poduschnick) while Simba’s mother, Queen Sarabi (Lydia Deppman), is restrained. 

See more photos on Page 8A.

Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

WEYBRIDGE RESIDENTS FRAN and Spence Putnam have driven all-electric or hybrid-electric vehicles 

for years and enthusiastically recommend them to others because they pollute less, are quieter, and 

require less maintenance than their gas- and diesel-powered counterparts.
Independent photo/Megan James

energy. For instance, 
a special section in 
the Independent last 
April showed the 
growing adoption of 
electric vehicles and 
increasing number of 
EV charging stations 
in Addison County.

E l s e w h e r e , 
a group of 58 
volunteers spent 
six days at Holley 
Hall in Bristol this 
past November 
making 195 
insulating window 
inserts for Bristol, 
Lincoln and New 
Haven residents 
with cold, drafty 
homes and high 
heating bills. 
The inserts, built 
from supplies 
and instructions 
provided by 
a nonprofi t 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
called Window 
D r e s s e r s , 
are capable 
of turning a 
s i n g l e - p a n e 
drafty window 
into the 
equivalent of 
a triple-paned 
tight window.

An increase in renewable energy projects 
makes more “green jobs” possible, and 
such jobs will soon have a home in Bristol. 
In 2021, Stoney Hill Properties broke 
ground on a 9.6-acre business park behind 
the Bristol Fire House. The park’s “anchor 
tenant” will be AllEarth Renewables, 
which manufactures solar panel guidance 
equipment and is owned by Stoney Hill 
partner David Blittersdorf. The company, 
which is moving its operations from 
Williston, plans eventually to employ 40-
50 people. 

Zooming out to the county level, the 
Climate Economy Action Center, hot 
on the heels of the 2020 release of its 
county climate inventory, spent much of 
2021 working on a county climate action 
plan, which it plans to release later this 
year. CEAC’s rallying cry: Electrify 
everything!

In November, the Vermont Department 
of Public Service released its “Draft 

Energy Plan for Vermont’s Energy 
Future,” which includes the goals of 
meeting:

• 100% of electricity needs from 
carbon-free resources by 2032, with at 
least 75% from renewable energy.

• 10% of transportation sector energy 
needs with renewable energy by 2025, 
and 45% by 2040.

• 30% of heating needs with renewable 
energy by 2025, and 70% by 2042.

In non-renewable energy news, oil 
prices increased by 57% this year. Natural 
gas increased by 41%. And drivers of gas-
powered cars paid 61% more at the pump 
in December than they had in January.

According to the World Bank, the 
increases, which were especially acute 
in the third quarter of this year, were 
the result of increased demand, weather-
related supply disruptions and decreased 
OPEC production.
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The pandemic provided 
an opportunity for local entrepreneurs to 
reimagine their businesses — or create 
new ones.

Much of this economic renaissance 
took place in Middlebury, with help 
from a “Kick Start” program created by 
the Better Middlebury Partnership. 
Bankrolled with $50,000 from 
the town of Middlebury, 
another $50,000 from a 
new charitable nonprofi t 
called “Table 21,” 
$10,000 from 
Middlebury Rotary 
Club and another 
$10,000 anonymous 
donation, Kick 
Start offering new 
ventures a chance 
to compete for start-
up grants of $15,000 to 
$20,000. Entrepreneurs were 
asked to presenting their best ideas 
for fi lling at least a few of the many 
vacant downtown storefronts.

The competition drew many interesting 
applications that the Kick Start board 
whittled down to six winners: Addison 
West, providing home and lifestyle 
products and design services; Calvi’s, 
modeled after the old-fashioned ice 
cream shop that operated for years on 
Main Street; Midd Rock Bouldering 
Center, featuring rock climbing, fi tness 

training, youth programming and special 
events; Middlebury Studio School, 
providing arts education for people of 
all ages; Sparrow Art Supply, “Central 
Vermont’s go-to shop for all art, craft, and 
creative needs, from oil paints to markers 
to pottery tools”; and Your Home Too, a 
“vintage and vintage-inspired lifestyle 

shop” offering an ever-changing 
selection of used, refurbished 

and re-imagined furniture 
and home design pieces.

Winners received 
their good news in 
July and then set 
to work fi nding 
specifi c spaces to 
meet their individual 
needs.

Key in the success 
of Kick Start was the 

infusion of $50,000 from 
Table 21. Last winter, an 

anonymous benefactor with 
ties to the Congregational Church of 

Middlebury donated more than $600,000 
to help soften COVID’s economic 
impacts for Middlebury-area restaurants, 
farms and retailers. Pastor Andy Nagy-
Benson headed up a committee to review 
applications and award individual grants. 
The money proved to be a godsend for 
many enterprises that were on the ropes.

Economic development was also 
percolating in Bristol. Workers broke 
ground on a new development on Stony 

Hill that will host the 20-
unit Firehouse Apartments 
affordable housing 
complex and a 9.6-acre 
business park. Plans call 
for the site to host three 
light industrial or offi ce 
buildings totaling as 
much as 71,000 square 
feet. The Addison County 
Economic Development 
Corporation has 
stated that based on 
surrounding economic 
activity, the new 
development could 
create more than 200 
full-time equivalent 
jobs.

In Vergennes, state 
offi cials rebooted a 
study of an alternate 
truck route bypassing 
the Little City. A 
2019 study raised 
the possibility of a 
truck route through 
northern Vergennes 
— with a bridge — 
at a cost of around 
$27.5 million. This 
latest study will take 
into account that downtown 
Vergennes is the economic center of 
northern Addison County. The study will 
also rely on “land use visioning” in all the 

a f f e c t e d 
communities to determine the 
best economic outcomes.

Monument Farms Dairy
2107 James Rd., Weybridge, VT 

802-545-2119

It started with our
great grandfather bottling milk

in the basement in 1930...

We are proud to be a thriving
4th generation local farm

and Vermont dairy distributor.

Route 7 South, Middlebury  •  388-6297 
www.woodwarevt.com      Mon-Sat 9-5, Closed Sundays

Made for each other.
Chairs & Ottomans

2000
fabrics & leathers 

to choose from

Local economic development projects get funding
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Scream dream
A Ripton man is raising money for a horror fi lm about an unusual compulsion. See Arts + Leisure.

By 
the 
way

Inside job
Mount Abe promoted a former player to take over the boys’ var-sity soccer program. See Page 1B. 

Soup to nuts
A Middlebury senior built a barn with wood cut on his land. See our Senior Lifestyles section. 

Orwell couple marks75 years togetherDick and Thelma Buxton’s love has endured, grown

(See Buxtons, Page 15A)
(See Schools, Page 16A)

1966: ‘Harris
report’ stirs
up county
educators
New Haven ‘education center’ gains support

Addison rejects bidto exit from ANWSDProposal defeated by close margin

Lincoln schedules vote on proposal to leave MAUSD

(See Addison, Page 14A)

(See Lincoln, Page 15A)

Middlebury gets a ‘Kick Start’Six new businesses awarded grants to fi ll downtown storefronts

(See Middlebury, Page 10A)

Mental healthcare ‘at crisis point’ with counselors overwhelmed

By JOHN FLOWERSORWELL — It all began with a casual wave shared by two teenagers on a sunny day back in 1944 in picturesque Shoreham.A moment of tenderness and innocence that was permitted to blossom far away from the din and carnage of the World War II battlefi elds in Europe and Asia. Dick Buxton and Thelma Brisson never thought back then their chance encounter would lead to a rock-solid marriage that’s lasted 75 years — and counting.It’s been such a fun ride that the Buxtons, now both 93, will return to the altar at St. Paul’s Church in Orwell later this month to have their marriage blessed. And they can count many blessings, including four children, numerous grandchildren and great-

grandchildren, a local store that still bears the family name, and the admiration of an entire community.
The couple fi rst crossed paths when they were both 16. Dick and his family had just moved from Massachusetts to Shoreham, to take over Belmont Orchards. Dick and Thelma lived one house apart in those days while she was attending Shoreham High School.

“I had to walk by his house to go to school, and sometimes he was on the porch waiting for me,” Thelma recalled with a playful smile.
And to hear Thelma tell it, she had a lot of competition for her eventual husband. She and other young women fancied his red 

DICK BUXTON’S RED hair and Thelma 
Brisson’s beauty stood out on their wedding day 
three-quarters of a century ago.

By CHRISTOPHER ROSSLINCOLN — Another Addison County town will vote on whether to stay in its school district or leave.On Tuesday night, in response to a community petition, the Lincoln selectboard scheduled a town-wide vote for Aug. 24 to decide a single question: “Shall the Town of Lincoln withdraw from the Mount Abraham Unifi ed School District (MAUSD)?”
“I feel really saddened to be at the place we’re at,” said Lincoln 

resident Mike Fisher, who attended the meeting in person. “I really did not want to come to a place where we had to consider accepting a vote to withdraw from the district ... But I also think (holding a vote) is the right thing to do. I really feel like we’re forced to consider this action.”
The MAUSD operates elementary schools in Bristol, Lincoln, Monkton, New Haven and Starksboro, along with Mount 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Art supplies, refurbished furniture, an old-fashioned ice cream parlor experience, home-and-lifestyle products, arts education and 

physical fi tness are among the goods and services that will be offered by a half-dozen new enterprises setting up shop in Middlebury. 
All plan to open before the end of this 

year, thanks to an economic development incentive program spearheaded by the Better Middlebury Partnership (BMP).The six new businesses will each 

The Bristol Trail Network is looking for volunteers to help clear knotweed off of the trails and mulch the pathways in Sycamore Park. The group is hosting two workdays to get this done, so come to one (or both) — whatever fi ts into your schedule. Workdays will be Tuesday, July 20, 5-7 p.m., and Wednesday, July 21, 9 a.m.-noon. Be sure to bring gloves and water for yourself, and also wheelbarrows, rakes, shovels, and any tool that can slice down the knotweed (such as loppers, clippers, scythe, and weed whackers). Those willing to volunteer should email Jennifer.Sogin@uvm.edu.

By ANDY KIRKALDYADDISON — Addison residents voted by a narrow margin on Tuesday to remain in the Addison Northwest School District.The fi nal vote in 20% turnout was 122-106. Tuesday’s outcome is subject to a petition for a revote. The Addison selectboard had scheduled the vote in response to a resident petition. It also followed work in 2020 by a board-appointed School Option Study Committee that questioned whether Addison should remain in the ANWSD along with Ferrisburgh, Panton, Vergennes and Waltham. Some Addison residents had hoped to follow in Ripton’s footsteps and become the second 

Addison County town to separate from a unifi ed school district. They have cited a number of issues with ANWSD. High on the list: Many residents point to the loss of what they saw as a vital community hub when the ANWSD board repurposed the town’s elementary school; Addison’s K-6 students now attend school in Vergennes.
Proponents of separation listed as possible future options for the education of the town’s students as opening a new public or independent elementary school, while tuitioning older students to other districts, or simply tuitioning all of Addison’s preK-12 students 

(See Mental health, Page 14A)

By HANNAH LAGA ABRAMADDISON COUNTY — While job openings gape across sectors statewide, scarce human resources can be a matter of 

life and death in the fi eld of professional mental health support.“We’re at a crisis point,” said Rachel 

Editor’s note: This is the third in a series about the growing pains of Addison County schools in 1965-66 and the Vermont Commissioner of Education’s ambitious plan to address them. Unless noted, quoted material is reproduced from the original Addison Independent articles and editorials of the time.By CHRISTOPHER ROSSADDISON COUNTY — Between 1960 and 1965 Addison County’s population increased by 8%, the highest growth rate in Vermont, and home builders were doing their best to keep up.By the end of 1965 a total of 74 new home lots were slated for “Williamson Heights” on Painter Road in Middlebury, “Terrace Heights” in Weybridge and “Rolling Acres” off Quarry Road in Middlebury, according to the Independent. In Vergennes new homes and an apartment house were going up, and plans for a million-dollar shopping center had proceeded beyond “the talking stage.”

Terrifi c tumblersWILLOW ROSS, ABOVE, takes time to complete her move atop the 
uneven bars at the Middlebury Recreation Department’s gymnastics camp 
at the Rec Center on Friday. Ross was one of a dozen 8- to 10-year-olds 
learning the basics of the sport from coach Terri Phelps during the week-
long camp before showing their skills on the vaulting horse, uneven bars, 
beam and fl oor work, in a performance for their families. Others showing 
their skills included Millie Tenny skipping on the beam (right) and Phelps 
lending a supporting hand to Marleigh Vose at the vaulting horse. See more 
photos on Page 3B.

Independent photos/Steve James



Addison Independent • TOP TEN • Thursday, January 6, 2022 — PAGE 13

The best thing about 
the 2021 local sports seasons was that 
there were 2021 sports seasons after 
the pandemic shortened, canceled or 
threatened them in 2020.

Even though late December brought 
us the omicron variant and renewed 
uncertainty, for most of the year games, 
meets and matches went on as scheduled 
— albeit in 

shortened seasons last winter. Local 
teams saw their fair share of triumphs, 
heartbreaks, and, sure, undistinguished 
seasons. But the athletes were competing, 
and that’s what mattered the most.

In the winter of 2021 teams played short 
seasons that began after the holidays — 
except for wrestling, which was called off 
entirely, and indoor track & fi eld, which 

didn’t have a venue to compete at. 
About heartbreak: The Vergennes 

basketball teams both excelled, and like 
their soccer counterparts in the previous 
fall came up just short. The Commodore 
girls pulled off an upset for the ages 
in the semis, stunning host No. 2 
Windsor. But playing shorthanded in 
Barre in the fi nal after a late injury 
in that semi, they fell to top-seeded 
Lake Region despite 22 points from 
Kate Gosliga. The boys cruised in 
the fi rst round and led No. 1 Green 
Mountain late in regulation, but 
the eventual champion Chieftains 
rallied and won in overtime. Both 
teams started strong again this 
winter. 

One unlikely champion emerged 
this past winter: Middlebury girls’ 
hockey. It was a young team with 
a 3-4 regular-season record; only 
six forwards and three defenders; 
and a strong goalie, senior Abby 
Hodsden. The Tigers proved 
that stamina, chemistry and 
heart counted on the way to the 

Division II title. 

Spring brought a batch of titles for VUHS 
runners, and some great performances. 
Among the best were offered by Tiger 
senior boys’ lacrosse goalie Jack Rizzo, 
Eagle sophomore third baseman Payton 
Vincent, Commodore baseball players 
Jarret Muzzy and Tucker Stearns, the 
VUHS-Mount Abe girls’ lacrosse squad, 
and the MUHS boys’ and girls’ 
tennis teams. 

Those Commodore 
runners? They won fi ve 
events at the D-II 
championship in 
June. Seniors Ben 
Huston and Gabe 
Praamsma fi gured 
in all fi ve victories. 
Huston won at 3,000 
and 1,500 meters, 
Praamsma won the 
800, and both ran on two 
victorious relay teams.

Summer saw full slates of 
 activities, except for Legion baseball, 
which lacked interest. A highlight was 
an undefeated Champlain Valley Swim 
League regular season for the Vergennes 
Champs, capped by a convincing Vermont 
Summer Swim Association Division I title.

Fall brought the continuation of full 
schedules for high school teams; the 
return of full-contact, 11-man high school 
football, and the resumption of Middlebury 
College sports after a long absence. 

The latter proved successful when both 
soccer teams made the NCAA Division III 

tournament, and most particularly when 
Coach Katharine DeLorenzo’s Panther 
fi eld hockey team rolled to an undefeated 
season and the program’s historic fourth 
straight NCAA crown. National player of 
the year Erin Nicholas had a lot to do with 
that, as did All-American Katie George. 

Speaking of fi eld hockey crowns, 
Coach Mary Stetson’s Mount 

Abe team won its fourth 
straight D-II title. 

Several Eagle seniors 
were three- or 
four-year starters: 
Txuxa (to set the 
record straight, it’s 
pronounced CHEW-
cha) Konczal, Molly 
Laurent, Abby Reen 
and Carly Rougier. 
Eagle junior Madi 

Gile was the consensus top 
player in Vermont.

North Branch School 9th-
grader Estella Laird won the D-III cross-
country title, and the other local champ 
was the Otter Valley boys’ golf team, led 
by brothers Lucas and Thomas Politano, 
siblings of former OV girls’ individual 
medalist Mia Politano. 

And the VUHS boys’ soccer team had 
the program’s best season in decades, but 
it ended in another heartbreaking loss at 
Green Mountain. One of these years … 

Maybe this one. As the saying goes, 
hope springs eternal. 

TOP FIVE THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 

ADDISON COUNTY 
COMMISSION SALES, INC.

5. We are family owned & 
operated for 4 genera
 ons. 

4. We have been in 
business for over 60 
years.

3. We are Vermont’s only 
livestock auc
 on service.

2. We hold sales every 
Monday and Thursday.

1. We support 
our local, loyal 
farmers!

LIVE AUCTIONS EVERY MONDAY & THURSDAY
For more info: 802-388-2661 or Vt Toll Free 800-339-COWS

T.G. Wisnowski & Sons– 802-989-1507
www.accscattle.com

Local & friendly
staff members with over..

260 Court St., Suite 4,  Middlebury, VT 05753 
802.388.3559 M-F 10am - 5pm, Sat. 9:30am - 4pm, closed Sunday

middleburysewnvac.com

Shop local. Shop Experience. Shop Dependable.

12

years of service
electronic & 

technical experience.

years of256+
 combined sewing & 

quilting experience.

28+
rate customer service for 
all your sewing, quilting 

and vacuum needs!1st

(See Dickerson, Page 4B)
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By ANDY KIRKALDY

BRISTOL — The top-seeded 

Mount Abraham field hockey team 

shook off a few flakes of rust and 

then took care of business in a 

Friday quarterfinal, getting past 

visiting No. 8 Woodstock, 2-0. 

The Eagles improved their record 

to 13-1-1.
Although their offense didn’t 

get on the board until the second 

half, Mount Abe controlled play, 

piled up a 15-0 advantage in 

penalty corners and did not allow 

the 8-8 Wasps to launch a shot at 

their goalie, Maddie Donaldson, 

although she did come out to kick 

the ball out of harm’s way three 

times. 
The Eagles were set to host No. 5 

Spaulding (11-2-2) on Wednesday 

after the deadline for this edition; 

the Independent will report on that 

game on addisonindependent.com. 

The time and site of the D-II final, 

during which the Eagles would 

be seeking their fourth straight 

title if they get past the Tide, will 

be announced after Wednesday’s Eagle field hockey advances in D-II playoffs

Mount Abraham rusty in first round after a week-long break but still downs No. 8 WoodstockEAGLE FORWARD OLIVIA Campbell, No. 26, and her teammates celebrate her go-ahead goal in the 

third quarter of their 2-0 victory over visiting No. 8 Woodstock on Friday in a Division II quarterfinal. The 

top-seeded Eagles will host No. 5 Spaulding on Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. in a semifinal.
Independent photo/Steve James

MOUNT ABE FORWARD Txuxa Konczal moves around a Woodstock 

defender during the top-seeded Eagles’ quarterfinal victory on Friday. 

The Eagles moved on to a Wednesday semifinal vs. No. 5 Spaulding. 

They will host the game at 3:30 p.m. Independent photo/Steve James

(See Field Hockey, Page 5B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY

MIDDLEBURY — The rubber 

match between the Middlebury and 

Mount Abraham boys’ soccer teams 

came on Oct. 28 in the first round 

of the Division II tournament, and 

the host No. 5 Tigers pulled away 

in the second half to claim the win 

over the 12th-seeded Eagles, 3-1. 

During the regular season, each 

team had won by 1-0 scores on the 

other’s turf. 
After that setback, the Eagles 

slipped to 5-9-1, while the Tigers 

went on to win a quarterfinal on 

Saturday before falling to Milton 

in a closely contested semifinal on 

Tuesday. They finished 10-6-1.  

Vs. the Eagles, Tiger striker 

Ronen Silberman snapped a 1-1 

tie at 20:36 of the second half. 

Silberman beat Eagle goalie Creed 

Stillwell to a long serve from 

Oliver Anderson, tapped it around 

the charging keeper, and popped a 

15-yard shot into the open net from 

the right side of the box.

Forward Zack Wilkerson 

clinched the win at 7:50 when he 

lobbed a 35-yard shot from the 

center of the field over the goalie.

Both teams had their chances, 

and Mount Abe arguably carried 

play for a stretch in the first 20 

minutes. Although the Tigers had 

their share of the ball, the Eagles 

piled up an early advantage of 10-4 

in shots at goal, including one by 

striker Eli Burgess that rang the 

By ANDY KIRKALDY

THETFORD — The Middlebury 

Union High School boys’ and 

girls’ teams finished second and 

third, respectively, in Division 

II at the Vermont high school 

cross country championships 

in Thetford on Saturday, while 

North Branch School ninth-grader 

Estella Laird claimed the D-III 

individual title.

Laird’s time of 20:28.1 over 

the 5-kilometer course in cool, 

damp conditions was about 20 

seconds faster than the runner-

up and was the fifth-fastest of 

female competitors in all the three 

divisions.
Laird, who trains with the 

Mount Abraham team, and Tiger 

senior Ella Landis, who was fifth 

in D-II in 21:37.38 and 22nd 

overall among female runners, 

both qualified for the New 

England championship race. 

That event will be back in 

Thetford on Nov. 13. The top 

25 male and female runners 

regardless of division qualified, 

and Laird and Landis were the 

only local runners to make the 

cut. 
The Tiger boys were led by senior 

Nat McVeigh and sophomore 

Baxter Harrington, who ran 12-

13; McVeigh showed a wicked 

kick in the final straightaway to 

eclipse his teammate. Freshman 

Baker Nelson was not far behind 

in 16th, and two more freshmen 

rounded out the scorers, Haaken 

Olson in 22nd and Matthew Berg 

in 32nd.
U-32 ran away with the team 

race, sweeping five of the top six 

TIGER RUNNERS BETH McIntosh, left front, and Ella Landis join a Harwood competitor in leading 

a pack of runners during the Division II girls’ championship race in Thetford on Saturday. Landis and 

McIntosh led the Tigers, who finished third overall, by taking fifth and eighth places, respectively.
Photo by Joe McVeigh

Tiger runners, Laird 

excel at the state meet

(See Runners, Page 4B)

TIGER MIDFIELDER GREG Wilhelm makes a successful sliding tackle on dangerous Eagle striker Jake 

Lucarelli during the Tigers’ hard-fought first-round Division II playoff victory on Thursday. 
Independent photo/Steve James

Tiger boys’ soccer outlasts 

Eagles in first-round match

(See Soccer, Page 5B)

We parked the Jeep on the edge 

of the old unmaintained Class VI 

road running through the town 

forest. Down a slight slope across 

the meadow was the pond Jerry had 

brought me to 

see, where he 

hoped to find 

ducks. Sure 

enough, we’d 

taken only a 

few steps away 

from the car 

when we caught 

sight of a dozen 

of them cruising 

the middle of the pond, 150 yards 

across the meadow. 

All summer, I’d been looking 

forward to whitetail hunting with 

my uncle-in-law Jerry on his New 

Hampshire homestead. I’d been 

told that I could use a Vermont 

hunting license or proof of my 

Vermont hunter education course to 

get a New Hampshire license. That 

turned out not to be the case. To get a 

hunting license in New Hampshire, 

one needs to take a New Hampshire 

hunter safety course. And (because 

of the pandemic) in 2021 those 

courses were limited to residents of 

the state. The steps I’d need to take 

to get a license were beyond what I 

could do in a busy year.

So my hunting trip on opening 

weekend of muzzleloader season 

turned into a scouting trip, and a 

visit to some of Jerry’s favorite 

haunts, in which he has been 

hunting for seven decades. One of 

them was this duck pond. 

As soon as we saw the ducks, 

Jerry crouched down and motioned 

for me to come along behind him. 

He began to move stealthily across 

the meadow, keeping a low profile 

and staying behind brush as much 

Ducks on a pond, 

and other memories

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Football
Division I Playoffs

10/30 #3 CVU vs #6 MUHS ...........35-12

Division III Playoffs

10/30 #3 OV vs. #6 Mill River ..........12-6

Field Hockey

Division II Playoffs

10/27 #7 St. J vs #12 MUHS .............6-1

10/29 #1 Mt. Abe vs #4 Woodstock ...2-0

10/29 #5 Spaulding vs #4 OV ............2-1

11/3 Mt. Abe vs Spaulding .................3-1

Girls’ Soccer

Division II Playoffs

10/27 #1 Harwood vs #16 OV ...........7-0

10/27 #11 Mt. Abe vs #6 Stratton ......2-0

10/28 #8 MUHS vs #9 U-32 ...............1-0

10/29 Mt. Abe vs. #14 Milton .. 2-1 (2OT)

10/30 Harwood vs MUHS ..................2-0

11/3 No. 2 Woodstock vs Mt. Abe ......3-1

Division III Playoffs

10/27 #3 Fairfax vs #14 VUHS ..........3-0

Boys’ Soccer

Division II Playoffs

10/28 #5 MUHS vs #12 Mt. Abe ........3-1

10/30 MUHS vs #13 Rice ..................3-2

11/2 #1 Milton vs MUHS ....................2-0

Division III Playoffs

10/29 #4 VUHS vs #5 Peoples . 3-2 (OT)

11/2 #1 Green Mt. Union vs VUHS ....3-1

COLLEGE SPORTS

Field Hockey

NESCAC Quarterfinal

10/30 #1 Midd vs #8 Bates ................4-0

Men’s Soccer

NESCAC Quarterfinal

10/30 #4 Midd vs #5 Wesleyan  .............

.....................0-0; Midd wins on PKs, 5-4

Women’s Soccer

NESCAC Quarterfinal

10/30 #4 Midd vs #5 Conn .................2-1

Football

10/30 Midd vs Bowdoin .................42-35

High school sports are back, triumph, heartbreak & all

TOP TEN
20212021#9
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When the pandemic
struck in March 2020, the Addison 
Independent replaced our community 
events calendar with a weekly list of almost 
entirely virtual activities. A few months 
into 2021 we saw the return of in-
person gatherings, albeit most 
of them outside — and 
with it we resurrected 
our actual live events 
calendar. 

By  late June, it 
was bursting at the 
seams with live 
music, theater, 
food trucks events 
and festivals. We 
saw the return, 
in person, of the 
Middlebury College 
Performing Arts Series, 
Shoreham’s Strawberry 
Festival, Festival on the Green musical 
performances in Middlebury, Vergennes 
Day, the Brandon Carnival, the Middlebury 
New Filmmakers Festival and, of course, 
Addison County Fair & Field Days. 
Plus, new events such as Foolaroo and 
an entirely outdoor Town Hall Theater 
summer season. Many of the events were 
somewhat scaled back from previous years, 
and anything indoors required masks and 
sometimes proof of vaccination.

In May, the Bundle Markets in 
downtown Middlebury drew large (mostly 

still masked outdoors) crowds with live 
music, arts and crafts by the community art 
project Find Your Wings, and food trucks. 
The Human-Powered Parade inspired folks 
to don wacky costumes and ride their bikes 
— or scooters, or incredible creations, such 
as Dan Brett’s dinosaur skull on wheels 

— through downtown Bristol.
Town Hall Theater erected 
a tent in the Marble Works 

and kicked off an outdoor 
season featuring magic 
shows, dance parties, a 
comedy show for kids 
and adults, the return 
of Doc Lyle Sol’s 
Medicine Show and 
an outdoor bee-themed 
performance by Ballet 
Vermont. 

Area restaurants got 
creative with outdoor dining 

options: American Flatbread built a 
massive timber-frame pavilion. Blueberry 
Hill Inn in Goshen hosted Pizza by the 
Pond dinners each week with live music. 
Bobcat Café rolled its food truck up to 
the Bristol Green every Friday for well 
attended weekly festivals. The Friends 
of the Union Meeting Hall brought food 
truck festivals to the green in Ferrisburgh. 
A farmers market popped up at Branbury 
Beach in Salisbury. 

Everyone seemed to have a music series, 
including some folks in West Cornwall 

who opened up their private property for 
public Sunday night concerts throughout 
the summer. 

There were art openings at galleries 
around the county and at the Lemon Fair 
Sculpture Park outdoors in Shoreham.

Town pools reopened and kids could 
once again gather in person for free lunches 
— and outdoor story times — throughout 
the county.

In late June the Marble Works literally 
overfl owed with some 1,800 people who 
came out (and lined up) to eat the authentic 
Central American cuisine of Viva el Sabor, 
a local culinary collective. Some said it 
was the largest crowd the Marble Works 
had ever seen, and for many it was the fi rst 
time they had been in a crowd that big in 
more than a year.

The Youth Company performed 
“Newsies” at the Town Hall Theater — 
in person and without masks — in July. 
THT Executive Director Lisa Mitchell 
was thrilled to welcome theatergoers 
back for a high-energy production. “The 
magic is back — live at THT!” she 
exclaimed.

Halloween roared back to life with 
(a very rainy) drive-through and walk-
through downtown Spooktacular. And as 
temperatures dropped the Opera Company 
of Middlebury and the Middlebury Acting 
Company returned to Town Hall Theater’s 
indoor stage.

In November, local high school students 

s a n g 
and acted their hearts 
out (all masked up) in “Beauty and the 
Beast” (Mount Abe), “Bye Bye Birdie” 
(VUHS), “The Sound of Music” (MUHS), 
and “The Addams Family” (Otter Valley).  

And in December, Santa visited with 
kids all over the county and returned to his 
throne — outdoors and at a distance from 
his adoring fans on a very cold morning — 
at the kickoff to Very Merry Middlebury.
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Field Days
The county fair starts Tuesday; get ready by reading the offi cial program in today’s edition. 

By 
the 
way

In the stars
A local native returns to perform the play “Constellations” en plein air next week. See Arts + Leisure.

Swimmers
The Vergennes and Middlebury swim teams made some strong showings. See Page 1B.

OFFICIAL PROGRAM
A Special Publication of 

the Addison Independent

ADDISON COUNTY
FAIR & FIELD DAYSTUESDAY, AUGUST 10 - SATURDAY, AUGUST 14, 2021

OFFICIAL PROGRAMOFFICIAL PROGRAM
A Special Publication of 

the Addison Independent

ADDISON COUNTY
FAIR & FIELD DAYSTUESDAY, AUGUST 10 - SATURDAY, AUGUST 14, 2021

Film Festival bringing a familiar face to Middlebury‘Indiana Jones’ star to receive acting award

(See MNFF, Page 13A)

(See Trash, Page 10A)

(See College dorm, Page 14A)

(See E-scooters, Page 13A)

(See Precautions, Page 9A)

Firm hopes to send its rental e-scooters around Middlebury 

Northlands whistleblower wins $3.2 million award

1966: School districts part ways
Central county school idea collapses

(See County, Page 11A)
(See Northlands, Page 9A)

Back to
school with some limited restrictions

Fall to see full return to in-person learning

College to build a new dormitory

Less waste going into our landfi lls

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The co-star of one of cinema’s most iconic adventure fi lms will help the Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival (MNFF) return to an in-person event following a one-year, COVID-related break as a virtual offering.Karen Allen, who played Marion Ravenwood in 1981’s blockbuster “Indiana Jones and the Raiders of the Lost Ark,” will attend a 40th-anniversary screening of the fi lm on Saturday, Aug. 28, at 7:30 p.m. and receive an MNFF award for “Sustained Excellence in Acting.”Festival organizers noted MNFF has in recent years screened “A Year by the Sea” 

and “Colewell,” two fi lms that prominently featured Allen. Festival Producer Lloyd Komesar and Artistic Director Jay Craven decided it was time to recognize Allen for her tremendous body of work, which includes roles in fi lms ranging from “National Lampoon’s Animal House” to “The Glass Menagerie.”Craven reached out to the actress (who lives in the Berkshires) earlier this year, and she agreed to attend MNFF7 on Saturday, Aug. 28, and Sunday, Aug. 29. In addition to her appearance for the “Raiders” screening, she’ll be around for a showing of “Starman,” a science fi ction fi lm directed 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — A national company is 
seeking permission to establish a “stand-up 
electric scooter sharing system” in the town 
of Middlebury, beginning with a one-year trial that would likely begin next spring.The idea is that anyone with a smart phone app could grab one of the scooters at 

any time of day and rent it for a short period 
of time to zoom to appointments and errands 
around town. When the errand is done, the 
user would just leave the scooter for the next 
person.

The proposal comes from Bird Rides Inc., 
which has created e-scooter sharing systems 
in more than 200 cities throughout the world, 
according to Bird Rides Senior Manager 
Jeremy Lynch, who’s making the pitch to 
bring Middlebury into the fold.Bird scooters used in Middlebury would weigh around 44 pounds, have handlebars, front light, 

fl ashing brake lights and an electric motor 
that can propel the machine at a speed of up 
to 20 mph, though the rider has the option 
of using “human power,” according to the company’s literature.Under the direction of a local fl eet manager and an as-yet undetermined local businessperson, Bird hopes to provide Middlebury with 50-75 scooters, mixing them in gradually as demand arises and as the town “becomes comfortable with this new form of transportation,” according to a proposed contract.Lynch said Bird has launched in 110 cities so far this year. He 

A COMPANY CALLED Bird Rides Inc. is looking to offer a fl eet of e-scooters in Middlebury, perhaps as soon as next spring.

By CHRISTOPHER ROSSMIDDLEBURY — Planning is under way for a major building project on the Middlebury College campus, and construction could begin in less than a year, according to a permit application submitted to the town.
A four-story dormitory with a footprint of 20,000 square feet is slated for the northern end of “Battell Beach,” a 12-acre lawn bordered to the south by Forest Hall, which is located at 496 College St., near the top of the hill.The new dorm, which is intended to house fi rst-year students, will consist of 154 units and a total of 284 beds, according to the project narrative, which was prepared by Otter Creek Engineering.This does not mean the college expects to substantially increase its student body, however.Once complete, the new building will replace Battell Hall, a 66-year-old dormitory bordering the same lawn. Battell can 

Editor’s note: This is the fi fth story in a series about the growing pains of Addison County schools in 1965-66 and the Vermont Commissioner of Education’s ambitious plan to address them. Unless otherwise 

noted, quoted material is reproduced from the original Addison Independent articles and editorials of the time.
By CHRISTOPHER ROSSADDISON COUNTY — In April 

1966 Bristol High School Principal Neal Hoadley led the Vermont State Board of Education on a tour of his worn-out, overcrowded school.Hoadley pointed out the lab, which had been converted from a home economics room after the “homemaking department” was 

moved across the street to the Advent Church. He showed them the inadequate teachers’ planning space, which had once been the principal’s lounge. He walked them through the limited gym facilities, which made physical education programming 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Addison County residents are preventing almost 60% of their waste from ending up in landfi lls, as they continue to embrace reusing, recycling and composting.That’s one of the major takeaways from the Addison County Solid Waste Management District’s 2021 “Solid Waste Implementation (SWIP)” report, submitted to the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources last month. Updated every fi ve years, a SWIP documents solid waste facilities and services offered in the trash 

The State of Vermont and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Wildlife Services will mark 25 years of cooperative efforts to stop the spread of rabies with its annual “rabies bait drop,” scheduled to start this Thursday, Aug. 5. The week-long bait drop is part of a nationally coordinated effort to halt the fatal disease. The bait will be dropped in rural areas of Vermont — including Addison County — from low-fl ying aircraft and 

By HANNAH LAGA ABRAMVERGENNES — A jury has ordered the company that operates the Northlands Job 

Corps federally funded job training center in Vergennes to pay a former employee $3.2 

By HANNAH LAGA ABRAMMONTPELIER — Vermont students will be able to return to fully in-person instruction when the school year begins this fall, with only a few state health recommendations in place, Gov. Phil Scott announced at a Tuesday press conference. With COVID-19 cases on the rise nationwide, including in Vermont, the CDC last week recommended that everyone, regardless of v a c c i n a t i o n status, return to wearing m a s k s i n d o o r s . T u e s d a y ’ s c o n f e r e n c e m a d e clear that Vermont will not further these recommendations. “We have to understand that the CDC releases guidelines for the whole country, from one extreme to the other…it is important that we evaluate them in the specifi c context of Vermont,” Scott said. Vermont has seen 282 new COVID-19 cases in the past week, the majority in unvaccinated individuals. Addison County has recorded 24 cases in the past 14 

Vermont 
has seen 
282 new 
COVID-19 
cases in the past week, the majority in unvaccin-ated 

individuals.

Festival is back!NICE WEATHER AND huge crowds greeted the return of the Festival on the Green to Middlebury this week after it missed a year due 

to the coronavirus pandemic. The festival is scaled back this year with only one act per night — Monday to Friday. On Monday, Kenyan 

musical artist KeruBo, above, and her band, below left, wowed the crowd with a fun mix of Afro-jazz, blues, gospel and traditional 

African music. On Tuesday evening, Chris Peterman, below right, and the rest of the Paul Asbell Quintet entertained a generous crowd 

with a different fl avor of jazz. Look for more photos on Page 9A.
Independent photos/Steve James and John S. McCright

Member owned. Member committed.
( 8 0 2 ) 3 8 8 - 7 9 1 7 | www. c o - o p i n s u r a n c e . c om | www. f a c e b o o k . c om / c o op i n s c o

Be a member. Not just a number.
At Co-op, we’re member owned and member committed. For 100 years we’ve been providing protection for individuals, farms and
businesses with a large network of local agents, fast and fair claims service, knowledge of farm safety practices, and affordable rates.

At the Co-op, you’re a member, not just a number.

Top Ten 2017:Top ten 2015 12/8/17 4:34 PM Page 1

At Co-op, we’re member owned and member committed. For more than 100 years, we’ve been providing protection for 
individuals, farms and businesses with a large network of local agents, fast and fair claims service, knowledge of farm safety 

practices, and affordable rates. At the Co-op, you’re a member not just a number.

Live musical performances and arts events return

TOP TEN
20212021#10
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The Top 10 you 
just read encompasses only the stories 
the Addison Independent’s news staff
considered the most important of 2021. 

Our readers also made choices about 
what they thought was important or 
interesting, and this was refl ected in 
which online links you followed the most.

We looked at what stories you “clicked” 
in 2021 —  on addisonindependent.com, 
on our Facebook page and on Insgtagram. 
Here’s what we found.

On the Addy Indy website, people 
wanted the same thing that we thought 
was most important — pandemic info. 
Our top story was the same top story of the 
previous year: (1) the latest local COVID 
stats — and we post them every day, 
making that our most-read page in 2021. 
We had one other COVID story in our 
top 10; no. 7. ran on Jan. 11 under the 
headline “80 COVID cases traced back 
to Vergennes Christmas service.” One 
could make the case that the 10th most 
popular story on our website was also a 
COVID story: “Middlebury College to 
buy Inn on the Green” (Aug. 20).

But as we went through the second year 
of the pandemic, readers showed more 
interest in stories that didn’t have anything 
to do with disease. One of our readers’ 
favorites — and one of ours — was No. 2 
of the top 10, “Ultrasound reveals not one 
but three additions to the family,” which 
we posted Feb. 25. And our No. 3 story 
ran on June 10: “Whiting fi refi ghter wins 
Miss Vermont.”

Sadly, but not surprisingly, the other 
half of the top 10 stories dealt with crime 
and other disruptions in our society. 
On Oct. 13, we ran “Bristol elementary 
teachers raise concerns about unsafe 
conditions,” which was No. 4. Rounding 
out the top 10 were: No. 5, “39-year-
old Brandon woman killed in Lake 
Dunmore snowmobile crash” (Feb. 7); 
No. 6, “Gunfi re through apartment door 
injures Middlebury man” (May 8); No. 
8, Armed robberies at Middlebury gas 
station and Shoreham farm (Aug. 10); and 
No. 9, “Man shot in Vergennes in serious 
condition” (Jan. 10).

FACEBOOK
The top 10 stories we shared on 

Facebook this past year featured some 
overlap. But as you read the headlines 
and descriptions you’ll see we served a 
different segment of readers here, too. 
Here’s what folks responded to on our 
Facebook page in 2021:

1. Armed robberies at Middlebury gas 
station and Shoreham farm (Aug. 10).

2. Photo of Middlebury’s new 
passenger rail platform sign (Sept. 6).

3. “Bristol elementary teachers raise 
concerns about unsafe conditions” (Oct. 
13).

4. “Bill James of Bristol dies at 110” 

(Oct. 26).
5. Photos of all 17 of the area rescue 

squads (Sept. 9).
6. Photo of a big tree that fell on the 

Middlebury green and cut power to 
thousands in the area (May 26).

7. Photos of Field Days 2021 (Aug. 
14).

8. “VTrans says New Haven train 
depot must go” (Feb. 18).

9. “Police called in as fl ag confl ict 
escalates at Mt. Abe” (Dec. 3).

10. “Community rallies to help Monkton 
family after 
crash” (Dec. 
23). 

INSTAGRAM
On Instagram, which is even more 

photo-oriented than our Facebook page, 
people liked a different set of Addison 
Independent stories and images. Top hits 
went to:

1. Bristol Elementary teacher Dane 
VanNosdeln paddling a giant pumpkin 
kayak through Otter Creek Gorge. (Oct. 
21); you have to see this one to believe it.

2. A very long line for free COVID 
antigen tests in Middlebury (Dec. 23).

3. Bill James, 110, has died. (Oct. 26).
4. Buy Again Alley fashion 

photography duo Ryan Kirby and Ace 
Roark are awesome (Dec. 8).

5. The New Haven train depot will 
travel across farm fi elds (Dec. 6).

6. Sheldon Museum Executive 
Director Bill Brooks retires (Dec. 13).

7. Sen. Bernie Sanders pushes 
a toddler on a swing at the Addison 
County Parent/Child Center (May 5).

8. Julia Alvarez gets her very own 
Barbie (Sept. 17).

9. National Guard members 
prepare to vaccinate local educators 
(Mar. 16).

10. Anaïs Mitchell makes a surprise 
appearance at Foolaroo! (Aug. 22).

Look for links to these stories and 
posts with this piece on our website.

Our top 10 stories spanned the 
entire year, which at least shows that 
you are coming back to our website 
and our social media feeds on a 
regular basis. We appreciate your 
patronage and hope you will continue 
to see the Addison Independent as 
your go-to source for local news in 
2022 no matter where you connect 
with us.

Our readers take a slightly diffent direction online

KYLEE, PAISLEY AND NATALIE Pierce of Ferrisburgh are around a month old 
when this picture was taken last February. We wrote about Kaci and Tyler Pierce’s 
experience with identical triplets in our Babies and New Families section and it was 
the second-most popular story on addisonindependent.com in 2021.

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE JUNIOR Madison Middleton models 
an outfi t from Buy Again Alley, the Main Street re-sale shop 
that sells gently used fashion. Our story on Ryan Kirby and Ace 
Roark’s efforts to boost marketing for the store was a hit on the 
Addison Independent Instagram site last year.

Photo by Ryan Kirby
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MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN
338 Exchange Street, Middlebury VT • 802-388-4937

Mon - Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5, Sun 9-4 • MiddleburyAgway.com

               YOUR YARD, GARDEN and PET PLACE™  • 802-388-4937

Open
 7 days

Happy New Year
and Thank you for your 

Business & Support!
All offers good on in-stock items, while supplies last. Offers expire 1/22/22.

SKU: CTOP10

$49.99

#10

Kids Winter Carhartt

 #8
Vaporizer Rock Salt 

 #5   Half Price
Custom Engraved While You Wait!

#6

          
Dog Wash Tokens

Buy 2 – Get 
the 3rd FREE! 

#6

                  Pet Tags

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION COUPONAPPRECIATION COUPON

#3

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY COUPON
Valid through

1/22/22

30% Off
Lined Pants, Long Sleeve Shirts & Bodysuits, 

Sweatshirts, Sweatpants,Jackets and Gift Sets

#4

CELEBRATE 2022 CELEBRATE 2022 with theTOP TEN TOP TEN DealsDeals
 now through January 22, 2022 now through January 22, 2022!!   

PLUS one extra bonus coupon!PLUS one extra bonus coupon!
#9

$26.99

#7Agway
Black Oil Sunfl ower Seed Vaporizer Rock Salt 

$5.99Ice Melter
50lb

SKU: CTOP10

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION COUPON

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY COUPON
Valid through

1/22/22

APPRECIATION COUPON
#2

SKU: CTOP10

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION COUPON

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY COUPON
Valid through

1/22/22

APPRECIATION COUPON
#1

SKU: CTOP10

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION COUPON

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY COUPON
Valid through

1/22/22

*excluding Agway Mealworm Flavor.*excluding Agway Mealworm Flavor.

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION COUPON

Free Agway
Suet * with a 
purchase of 

$25
or more

Excluding Kids Clearance styles

In-stock items only, while supplies last.
 Cannot be combined with any other discount, 

in-store offer or coupon. One coupon per 
customer.

  In-stock items only, while supplies last. 
Cannot be combined with any other discount, 
in-store offer or coupon. If item is already on 

sale, you get whichever is the best deal!

ANY $100
$5 OFF

 ANY purchase
of $20.00 or more

This Coupon MAY BE 
COMBINED with 

EVERY other coupon
offer or discount!

$10 off
$75 or more 

of Dry/Frozen Dog
and Cat Foods

In-stock items only, while supplies last. 
Cannot be combined with any other discount, 
in-store offer or coupon. If item is already on 

sale, you get whichever is the best deal!

$30 OFF
or more 
Carhartt 

purchase

Use on accessories, pants, women’s newly received winter styles, men’s fl annel shirts and more!

Men’s Bibs, 
Jackets & Vests

50lb

  25% Off

25lbSave $5

#10#10

Kids Winter Carhartt
Lined Pants, Long Sleeve Shirts & Bodysuits, 

Sweatshirts, Sweatpants,Jackets and Gift Sets

Zignature Dog Food
Turkey Formula
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