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History fan
A spunky Puritan in 17th C. New 
England is the heroine of a Lincoln 
author’s novel. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Unbeaten
College women’s hockey grounds 
the Gulls to keep its winning 
streak alive. See Sports, Page 1B.

Graffi  ti or art?
Someone is pasting images 
around town, but where are they 
coming from? See Page 3A.

City police, Turning Point o� ering quick help to people in crisis
iPads allow for remote counseling

Vergennes seeks 
$25M sewer bond
Offi cials: It’s a great time for grants

ACSD to ask for 5.3% 
increase in spending

New canning facility could 
add 25 jobs at Aqua ViTea

Artim to leave Middlebury 
selectboard after 12 years

Could Lincoln, Ripton schools join forces?
Residents excited by the possibilities

And beverage start-ups would get help, too

(See Vergennes, Page 10A)

(See Aqua ViTea, Page 11A)

(See ACSD, Page 9A)

(See Schools, Page 11A)
(See Artim, Page 10A)

(See City police, Page 12A)

By ANDY 
KIRKALDY

VERGENNES — 
Thanks to Turning 
Point Center of 
Addison County, 
Vergennes Police 
Department offi cers 
this week have new 
tools at their disposal 
that can help citizens 
in need — two iPads.

Those tablet 
computers will 
travel with city 
police offi cers in 
their cruisers. If the 
offi cers encounter 
anyone who, in their 
judgment, would 
benefi t from a face-
to-face talk with one 
of Turning Point’s 13 
peer substance abuse 
coaches (at least one of whom is 
available 24/7) the offi cers can 
hand them one of the iPads.

A push of a 
button, and within 
60 seconds a trained 
peer coach will 
appear on the screen 
to listen and talk 
to, encourage, and 
support the person 
in a substance abuse 
crisis, according to 
Vergennes Police 
Chief George 
Merkel. 

“There are people 
we are dealing with 
that we can get to 
the coach to provide 
support and services 
(for), who need a 
coach … to help work 
through some of their 
issues, substance 
abuse or whatever 
else,” Merkel said.

Turning Point Center Executive 
Director Jennifer Mayhew said 

“They (offi cers) 
are out on the 
road, not always 
in the offi ce. The 
iPad seemed 
like a creative 
way to have 
access to people 
immediately, 
really in those 
most vulnerable 
moments when 
people are 
willing to think 
about rehab or 
treatment.” 

— Turning Point 
Executive Director 
Jennifer Mayhew

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — 

Nick Artim stepped onto 
Middlebury’s political stage a 
dozen years ago with a desire to 
do his civic duty and leave the 
community a better place for 

future generations.
He will step down from the 

Middlebury selectboard on 
March 1, having helped guide 
the town during a pandemic and 
an unparalleled investment in its 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
ADDISON COUNTY — Lincoln 

and Ripton, which voted last year 
to withdraw from their school 
districts, have begun exploring the 
idea of creating a new supervisory 
union to handle the administrative 
services they might not be able to 

afford individually.
“It’s one of the most exciting 

moments we’ve had in a long, 
embattled year, to be sitting with 
people who are really visioning 
something that is proactive 
and unique, but also still really 
supporting the values that our 

towns hold dear,” Ripton School 
District (RSD) board member 
Molly Witters told the Independent
earlier this month.

Since voting to leave the 
Addison Central School District 
last January and subsequently 
receiving the blessing of district 
member towns, Ripton has formed 
its own school district and now 

awaits a complicated decision 
by the Vermont State Board of 
Education (VSBE).

Lincoln voted in August to 
leave the Mount Abraham Unifi ed 
School District and awaits possible 
ratifi cation of district member 
communities on Town Meeting 
Day, March 1.

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Beverage 

maker Aqua ViTea is looking to 
substantially increase its canning 
capabilities, allowing it to hit a new 
gear in its kombucha production 
while also giving it the capacity to 
become a major incubator for small 
startup beverage companies.

Woodchuck Cider, a Middlebury 
industrial park neighbor, is shaping 
up as the other major player in 
this beverage-incubator venture, 
noted Aqua ViTea Founder/CEO 
Jeff Weaber. In short, Aqua ViTea 
is poised to acquire a 100-cans-
per-minute processing line from 

By ANDY KIRKALDY 
VERGENNES — With the 

expectation state and federal grants 
could pay for up to half of the 
cost, the Vergennes City Council 
on Tuesday decided to put a $25.5 
million bond proposal on the city 
ballot in March that if approved 
would fund a complete overhaul of 
the city’s troubled sewer collection 
system and treatment plant.

If city offi cials’ and consultants’ 

optimism about grant support is 
rewarded, most Vergennes sewer 
users would see an annual increase 
over the next few years from $500 
to $850 to fund bond payments, 
according to offi cial estimates.

Those bond-related increases 
would not be immediate, and most 
would be phased in as work is 
completed, according to offi cials. 

The Tuesday decision came 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District board on 
Monday unanimously agreed to 
present voters with a 2022-23 
budget of $41,578,089 that refl ects 
$34,594,034 in local education 
spending — a 5.3% increase 
compared to this year.

“This FY23 budget responds 
to an unprecedented educational 
environment in which the needs of 

our students and communities have 
shifted how our schools operate,” 
according to ACSD Superintendent 
Peter Burrows. “With the increased 
social and emotional needs of our 
students, we have worked to adapt 
traditional educational approaches 
to meet each student where they 
are. Much of this work at the 
budgetary level has consisted of 
shifts and increases to staffi ng in 

The Bridport Grange and 
the Addison County Farm 
Bureau have made the diffi cult 
decision to cancel their legislative 
breakfast series this winter due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s 

A moving sight
The 19th-century New 

Haven Junction Train Depot 
turns the corner from Route 7 
onto Route 17 in New Haven in 
predawn hours Wednesday, 
left, and later continues 
eastbound up the fi rst hill on 
Route 17 on its way to a new 
home on North Street. State 
offi cials said it was too close 
to the tracks for new higher-
speed passenger trains. See 
more photos on Pages 2A 
and 4A.

Photos by the Independent’s Steve 
James (above) and James Duggan of 

Vermont State Historic Sites

VERGENNES POLICE CHIEF George Merkel gives an iPad from the Turning Point Center a test run 
Tuesday. Police can give the iPad to people dealing with substance abuse issues and it will connect them 
to a quick face-to-face link with a peer recovery coach. 

Independent photo/Steve James
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Schulze suspect Durst dies

Police link arson case 
in city to drug dealing

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police have linked drug dealing to 
their Jan. 5 charge that a 28-year-
old New Jersey man had attempted 
murder and arson in the city. 

Those charges following 
pre-dawn fi res at a duplex and 
in nearby vehicles in the Booth 
Woods neighborhood in the city’s 
southern end.

Eddy Santiago of Clifton Park, 
N.J., pleaded innocent in court in 
Middlebury on Jan. 6 to four counts 
of attempted murder, one count 
of fi rst-degree arson, three counts 
of third-degree arson, and one of 
unlawful mischief. Offi cials said 
he was returned to jail following 
his arraignment. 

City police said they and the 
Vergennes Fire Department 
responded to a report of a vehicle 
and home on fi re at 49 Booth 
Woods a few minutes after 5 a.m. 
on Wednesday, Jan. 5. 

According to a police press 
release, they found one vehicle 
“entirely engulfed in fl ames,” while 
a second vehicle had damage to its 
front end and interior. Meanwhile, 
police said a nearby duplex had 
“sustained signifi cant damage to its 
siding, which had melted due to the 
intense heat generated by the car 
fi re.” 

Police said fi refi ghters put out 
the blaze, and there were four 
people inside the homes at the time 
of the fi re. Police also said in their 
initial press release that a witness 
told them, “Santiago had told the 
owner of the house he would burn 
his house down, and the neighbors’ 
(houses).” 

After getting a request to be on the 
lookout for Santiago, Middlebury 
police took him into custody 
without incident around 5:45 a.m. 
on Wednesday after pulling his 
vehicle over as it headed south on 
Route 30 in Sudbury. They returned 

Santiago to Vergennes, and he was 
eventually lodged at the Marble 
Valley Regional Correctional 
Center in Rutland pending his 
Thursday arraignment. 

According to court documents 
Vergennes police had their fi rst 
interaction with the case on the 
afternoon of Tuesday, Jan. 4, 
when they met with a resident of 
49 Booth Woods who alleged that 
Santiago had slashed the tires of his 
2002 Chevrolet Malibu.

The resident told the police 
offi cer that Santiago came by at 
1 p.m. to collect $500 that was “a 
drug debt from two years ago when 
he obtained $500 in cocaine from 
Santiago.” He discovered his tires 
were slashed when Santiago left.  

An agent of the Department of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
(ATF) investigating Santiago later 
told Vergennes police he had seen 
Santiago’s car in the neighborhood 
shortly before the resident called in 
the complaint. 

Vergennes police returned to 
49 Booth Woods at 7:10 p.m. 
that Tuesday after being told that 
Santiago had tried to force his way 
into the home. 

At that point, according to court 
documents, residents told police 
that Santiago told them “he would 
burn down the house” as well the 
neighbors’ houses. 

Just after 5 a.m. the next morning, 
Jan. 6, a 911 caller reported the 
Malibu was in fl ames and “that 
Santiago set the fi re,” according to 
a police affi davit. 

Soon afterward, city police 
requested a Vermont State Police 
fi re investigator. City police 
also met with ATF agents at the 
Vergennes station, who reported 
they had video footage of Santiago 
fi lling a red gas can. 

Police also said in their affi davit 
(See Arson, Page 3A)

MIDDLEBURY — The death 
on Monday of convicted killer and 
New York real estate scion Robert 
Durst extinguishes another possible 
lead in the 1971 disappearance of 
then-Middlebury College freshman 
Lynne Schulze.

Durst, a former Ripton resident, 
died of natural causes at the age of 
78, three months after having been 
sentenced in a Los Angeles court 
to life in prison without parole 
in connection with the killing of 
Susan Berman in Beverly Hills 
in 2000. Durst was terminally 
ill with several chronic diseases, 
including cardiac, pulmonary and 

kidney ailments, according to court 
records.

Of particular interest to Addison 
County residents is that Schulze 
was last seen at a bus stop on Court 
Street eating dried prunes that she 
had purchased from “All Good 
Things,” a health food store that 
Robert Durst had operated with his 
wife Kathleen from 1971 to 1972. 
Schulze was never seen again.

While Durst was never named 
as a suspect in Schulze’s Dec. 10, 
1971, disappearance, Middlebury 
Police Chief Tom Hanley in 2015 
had called Durst “a person who is 
very interesting to us.”

Make us part of your
New Year’s Resolution!

Check out our fresh made salads to go.

OPEN TUESDAY – SATURDAY  7:00AM-3:00PM 

OtterCreekBakery.com

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371

Please find the full menu 
on our webite at 
OtterCreekBakery.com 

Call 802-388-3371 
OR e-mail order inquiries to 
info@ottercreekbakery.com

It takes a team
THE GROUP MOVING the 19th-century New Haven 

Junction Train Depot up Route 17 on Wednesday 
toward the town center made it look relatively easy. 
Above, Norman Messier of Messier Moving and 
Construction oversaw the fi rst leg of the slow-
motion move, which took almost half a day but 
covered less than a mile. It traveled on an 80-wheel 
trailer at a top speed of 3 mph. Bottom, Jason 
Messier used the joystick on a remote control 
device to orchestrate the whole move.

Photos by the Independent’s Steve James and Randy Crowe of 
the Addison County Sheriff’s Department
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WANTED
FIDUCIARY MONEY MANAGER:

Accept, ‘Go Fund Me’ Donations. Soliciting $250,000.00 
plus for initial payout cost of investigation; publishing, with 
excess funds paid directly to Victim’s Mother. Solve the child 
murder of Christal Jean Jones: deliberately forgotten since 
January 3rd, 2001. Expose cover-up by law enforcement, 
political, and complacent press. www.defectivedetective.net.

Investigate & Publish Defective Detective.  Child Murder & 
Whistle blower cases: see what law enforcement, politicians 
and media are hiding.  www.defectivedetective.net.  Christal 
Jean Jones: deliberately forgotten for 21 years, since January 
3rd, 2001.

Will endorse ‘Go Fund Me’ for investigation
and publishing findings.

Contact: paul@defectivedetective.net.

INDEPENDENT WRITER/PUBLISHER:

WANTED

CLARIFICATION — Desi-
gnating the top 10 stories of the 
year is always a perilous endeavor, 
with some readers thinking that we 
missed one of their top stories. But 
the list is couched as being our top 
stories, so we at least can argue 
that other stories were important 
but just maybe No. 11 or 12 on our 
list as a matter of opinion. But then 
there are some cases when we truly 
miss something that we should 
have included. 

In “Live musical performances 
and arts events return” in last 
week’s Top 10 of 2021 we 
neglected to include mention of the 
great work that all the volunteers at 
the Vergennes Opera House did to 
once again present live shows in the 
Little City. From the performance 
of the Unknown Blues Band to the 
return of “Broadway Direct,” the 
opera house staff and helpers really 
did a great job enriching Addison 
County spirits. We are sorry we 
didn’t call them out in last week’s 
edition.

Sadly, after we noted how live 
performances came back into 
being in mid-2021, omicron has 
forced many venues to go back 
into hibernation. For instance, 
over the next seven weeks VOH 
will be quiet but they plan to 
present the balance of their season 

starting on March 5 with “Queens 
of the Blues,” featuring Grammy-
nominated Gina Coleman and the 

Misty Blues band. Tix and info for 
all events are on the VOH website 
at VergennesOperaHouse.org. 

— For the Record —

By EMMA POPE McCRIGHT
MIDDLEBURY/VERGENNES 

— If you live in or visit Middlebury 
or Vergennes, you’ve likely seen 
the new graffiti in town. 

Or is it guerrilla art? People who 
have seen the work may disagree 
on what to call it.

Two pieces have popped 
up repeatedly in downtown 
Middlebury over the past six 
months, sometimes accompanied 
by the letters “EMSWID.” One 
depicts a pair of white hands on 
a black background, reaching for 
a bottle labeled “40.” The other 
shows a woman with black hair 
and a bloody nose, identified as 
Uma Thurman’s character, Mia 
Wallace, in the 1994 movie “Pulp 
Fiction.”

The works challenge the usual 
definition of graffiti because 
instead of the spray paint, the 
Banksy-esque designs appear to be 
posters printed on oversize paper 
or even large stickers. But they 
definitely have a street-art vibe 
about them.

The first image of the hands 
reaching for the “40” bottle was 
noticed on a sign outside the 
former Connor Homes building 
on Route 7 South in Middlebury 
last summer, but it has since been 
removed. Then later in the summer 
it appeared on the former Maverick 

Graffiti mystifies area residents

that Booth Woods security camera 
footage allegedly shows a person 
fitting Santiago’s description and 
carrying a red gas can torching the 
Malibu. 

A search of Santiago’s BMW 
later revealed a red gas can, as 
well as $4,250 in cash and two 
cellphones. 

The resident who initially called 
police on Jan. 4 also recorded a 

conversation with Santiago in 
which Santiago says, according to 
the affidavit, “You gonna lose more 
than what the (expletive deleted) 
you owe me,” and, “Y’all car gonna 
end up just like the other car.”

City police also note in their 
affidavit that the ATF agents told 
them they are investigating a 
November 2021 car fire on Airport 
Road in Middlebury in which 
Santiago is a suspect. In that case, 

a Middlebury resident alleges that 
he “knows Santiago to sell heroin/
fentanyl, cocaine base and cocaine 
HCL.”

City police also allege in the 
affidavit they have received 
“numerous reports of suspicious 
activity of Santiago and others 
at 49 Booth Woods, indicative of 
drug trafficking,” including an 
“associate of Santiago carrying a 
firearm near a green Volvo.”

Arson
(Continued from Page 2A)

gas station by the entrance to 
Middlebury Union High School, 
and it is still high up on the north 
wall of the closed business.

The graffiti has also appeared 
in Middlebury on big traffic light 
switching boxes around Court 
Square, in front of the Middlebury 
Inn, and at the intersection of 
Court and Cross Streets, as well 
as on the concrete under the Cross 
Street Bridge. In the past month 
the “40 bottle” image appeared 
on the canopy of the new Amtrak 
passenger rail platform near Maple 
Street, and was partially torn down 
on Jan. 7.

And Middlebury isn’t the only 
location for these public statements.

Det. Sgt. Jason Ouellette of the 
Vergennes Police Department 
confirmed that similar graffiti has 
also appeared on the underpass 
on North Main Street and on the 
Ferrisburgh-Vergennes passenger 
rail station just beyond the 
underpass at the Park-and-Ride lot 
on Route 22A. He has also seen the 
image popping up on Hinesburg 
Road in South Burlington. Others 
said they have seen it at various 
locations on the Route 7 corridor 
between Rutland and Burlington.

Though graffiti is not uncommon, 
these particular designs have been 
especially perplexing to locals. In a 
Dec. 31 post to Front Porch Forum, 

Middlebury resident Peg Martin 
asked, “Does anyone know what E 
M S W I D stands for or what it all 
means? I wonder if the locations 
are specifically chosen ...? So far I 
have zero clues re anything.”

The Addison County graffiti 
has also drawn attention further 
afield in a forum on the internet 
discussion and community website 
Reddit. 

On Nov. 30, user MapleMechanic 
asked a Vermont-focused Reddit 
forum if the posters they had seen 
around Addison County were 
“graffiti or an art movement/
project? They’re popping up 
everywhere I drive.”
BUT IS IT ART?

The Independent has also 
received several inquiries about 
the mysterious graffiti from local 
residents. On our Facebook and 
Instagram pages, some speculated 
that the images were meant to raise 
awareness about addiction and 
substance abuse issues since the 
bottle could represent a 40-ounce 
bottle of malt liquor, and the “Pulp 
Fiction” character is overdosing in 
the scene depicted. One commenter 
said he had seen a man putting up 
one of the posters on the Vermont 
Federal Credit Union dumpster in 
Middlebury late at night.

Commenters were divided 
over whether the posters were 
an interesting artistic mystery or 
simply an eyesore.

“If you don’t get permission it’s 
vandalism, no matter the message,” 
Middlebury resident Lana Gingras 
commented. “It may be considered 
‘art’ until it’s your mailbox, fence 
or property not solicited by you.”

Matthew LaValley agreed, 
commenting “I had one put on my 
dumpster at my business… I wish 
they had asked before coming on 
to private property and doing it.”

Several people called it 
“hideous.”

Jackie Botala counters with, 
“Art is art. The mystery of it is part 
of draw to it. We keep watching for 
more.” Angie Poppy added, “Why 
do graffiti and fine art have to be 
different. Why can’t it be both?”

Several commenters pointed 
out that the message of this art, 
er, graffiti, or whatever, is not 
clear, and they want to know the 
meaning.

Kristin Alana Tracy posted, 
“Nobody can really tell you 
the meaning of art except the 
artist themselves. Art is up for 
interpretation. What you may see 
could be totally different from 
what someone else sees. That’s 
why art is so wonderful!”

Pointing to the mysterious 

letters, Elizabeth Power Robison 
hypothesized, “M.S.W.I.D. is 
likely a reference to the flash 
sprite Mario and Sonic Worlds 
In Danger,” an adventure video/
homage to the Nintendo and Sega 
video game characters. But that 
doesn’t explain the “E” at the 
beginning of the string.

Despite local curiosity, the 
identity of the graffiti artist 

remains unknown. In response 
to MapleMechanic’s question on 
Reddit, another user claimed that 
“This artist goes by ‘Judy’ (and) 
has been active in Vermont for 
a couple years.” However, their 
claim is unsubstantiated.

Det. Sgt. Ouellette suspects that 
the artist is part of a local “graffiti 
community,” and that the cryptic 
images may be related to other 

graffiti in the area, specifically 
the word “Darko” which has been 
appearing in the Vergennes area.

Ouellette says that while the 
graffiti is “lightly on the radar” of 
local law enforcement, there is no 
indication that the message behind 
it is harmful or malicious.

“I don’t think there’s any 
violence behind it,” he said.

THIS POSTER OF hands reaching for a bottle labeled “40” recently 
appeared on the side of the Amtrak rail platform near Maple Street in 
Middlebury, one of a series of graffiti pieces that have puzzled locals 
since June.

Independent photo/Emma Pope McCright

MYSTERIOUS GRAFFITI CAPTIONED with the letters “EMSWID” has appeared all over Middlebury 
and Vergennes, especially on traffic light control boxes in the area of Middlebury’s Court Square. This is 
apparently an image of a character in the film “Pulp Fiction.”

Independent photo/John S. McCright
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New Year’s Eve 
fi reworks boffo

Titans of the arts taught curiosity

Scott talks new issues, but not all 

Health care alarm bells 
should ring at highest level

(See La Riviere letter, Page 5A)(See Davis, Page 5A)

(See Ways of Seeing, Page 5A)
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Politically
Thinking
By Eric L. Davis

By Rebecca 
Kneale Gould

Ways of
Seeing

Last week, Gov. Phil Scott delivered his State of 
the State speech to the remotely assembled members 
of the Vermont Legislature. Many of Scott’s themes 
were a reprise of his fi ve previous annual messages: 
Vermont needs more people and a larger workforce, 
economic and job development needs to be better 
balanced between northwestern Vermont and the rest 
of the state, and Vermont’s tax and 
regulatory structure makes costs for 
businesses and households higher 
than they need to be.

Along with this continuity, Scott 
emphasized some new themes this 
year. Unlike previous years, when 
he often stressed the need for fi scal 
austerity, the governor noted that 
the state’s coffers are now quite 
full. This is a result of both the 
strong performance of the Vermont 
economy recently and the infusion of federal funds into 
the state treasury from the CARES Act, the American 
Rescue Plan Act, and the bipartisan infrastructure bill 
enacted last fall.

Scott said that he wanted to work with the Legislature 
on a series of targeted investment programs using the 
state’s current surplus. More than in any of his previous 
annual messages, the governor stressed the need for 
more housing in Vermont, particularly affordable living 
accommodations for those households with incomes at 
and below the statewide median. Scott said that he was 

prepared to invest $180 million in state funds — far 
more than in previous budgets — in incentives for the 
construction and rehabilitation of low- and moderate-
income housing.

The governor said that land acquisition costs, often 
made higher than they need to be by zoning and other 
regulations, were one of the main barriers to the 

construction of more affordable 
housing in Vermont. As he has 
said in previous years, Scott would 
like the Legislature to make some 
changes in Act 250 that would 
allow development projects to be 
approved more quickly and with 
fewer of what he considers to be 
procedural hurdles.

The governor held out the 
possibility of an income tax cut 
in his speech, particularly for 

retirees and former members of the military, and said 
he would provide more details on those proposals in 
his budget address later in the month. The Legislature 
has not acted on similar proposals from Scott earlier in 
his governorship. House Speaker Jill Krowinski said 
that while she will wait to see the details of Scott’s 
tax plans, her preference would be that any income tax 
cuts should be directed toward families with children. 
Many households in that category will be facing a 
federal tax increase in 2022 because of the expiration 

Hats off to the town of 
Middlebury and the American 
Legion for the fi reworks display 
at the Recreation Park on New 
Year’s Eve. It was beautiful, very 
well done, and well attended.

Ron Holmes
Middlebury

Hannaford board 
ignores public

I am writing to express 
concerns that the board of the 
Hannaford Career Center is 
creating obstacles to public 
comment, specifi cally at its two 
most recent meetings (Dec. 1, 
2021, and Jan. 5, 2022).

Over the course of the two 
meetings, fi ve individuals, myself 
included, asked to be heard during 
public comment. I will speak to 
my experience, but would like 
your readers to know that the 
issues being raised by — and the 
board’s response to — at least two 
other citizens are similar enough 
to mine to denote a worrisome 
pattern.

The proceedings of both 
meetings were captured by 
MCTV, so I will not go into detail 
about what happened to the other 
folks attempting to make public 
comment, which is sanctioned 
by the approved agenda and 
therefore well within the bounds 
of open meeting law. As I said, 
my experience is a representative 
sample.

When I expressed that I had 
become scared to come to work 
as a result of how I was treated 
toward the end of my tenure at 
the Career Center, the board chair 
began attempts to interrupt and 
derail my comments. I was able to 
fi nish and felt fairly comfortable 
that my comments were heard. 
But, they were so pock-marked 
by interruptions that I do not 
feel comfortable saying that they 
were able to be received in the 
spirit of the true, unadulterated 
public comment (kept to time 
and free from profanities) that 
we Vermonters enjoy in our local 
school and selectboard meetings.

And I was not alone in my 
concerns. In the chat connected 
to the Zoom, two other taxpayers 
begged the same question, one 
asking, “Is the board really 
allowed to prevent members 
of the public from expressing 
themselves? I know the board 
members can’t discuss personnel 
matters in public, but don’t 
members of the public have 
a right to express themselves 
publicly?” and another stating, 
“This is the public comments 
portion of the meeting and it feels 
as though the public is being 
muzzled.”

I have noticed that the board, 
when interrupting those speaking 
under the agenda item visitors 
comment, as voiced by its 
chair, frequently cites that the 
comments being made are for 
executive session because they 
relate to a personnel issue. This 
is true as cited in V.S.A. § 313 
(4) that a board may choose 
to go into executive session 
to discuss “a disciplinary or 
dismissal action against a 
public offi cer or employee.” 
My comments were not asking 
the board to discuss, debate, 
or discipline anyone publicly; 
I was bringing to the board’s 
attention what I experienced 
working for its school and how 
those experiences affected me 
personally and professionally. The 
board chair also routinely states 
at the beginning of each public 
comment period that it is not 
meant to be a dialogue and that 
the board will not react or respond 
to comments made by visitors. Is 
an interruption not a reaction or a 
response?

The issues that were raised 
at the December and January 
board meetings and by those 
interviewed in the Dec. 23 article 
in this newspaper coupled with 
how members of the public 
have been treated at these recent 
meetings should give folks a 
legitimate reason to be concerned 
with how the governing body 
of the Career Center manages 
not only its sole employee, the 

Like so many ancient trees in a sacred grove, the 
titans who have shaped my own history have fallen 
one by one in a mere matter of weeks: bell hooks, 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, E.O. Wilson, Joan Didion, 
Sarah Weddington, Stephen Sondheim, Betty White 
and, just last Friday, Sidney Poitier. Only one of these 
wise ones did I have the opportunity to learn from in a 
close-up, personal way. That was Professor Wilson. I 
was lucky enough to take his “Evolutionary Biology” 
course in the fall of my freshman 
year of college. Advertised as a 
“core course” accessible to one-
and-all, Wilson’s course turned 
out to be quite the reach for this 
math-phobic fi rst-year with limited 
exposure to the fi eld. The fi ner 
points of Mendelian genetics 
were completely lost on me and I 
struggled mightily simply to pass 
the class. Nevertheless, I remember it as one of my 
favorites.

I have always loved biology. Lewis Thomas’s “The 
Lives of the Cell” was a favorite of mine well before 
I landed in E.O. Wilson’s class, and it remains so to 
this day. But the subject matter is not the main reason 
that I loved the class. It was E. O. Wilson himself. 
Clearly, he was in love with biology. His curiosity and 
passion were on display in full force every Monday 
and Wednesday at 11 a.m. in Science Center B. While 
ants were his “thing,” E. O. Wilson’s fascination with 
the workings of the natural world knew no bounds. 
He exuberantly embodied biophilia long before he 
popularized the term. I remember walking away 
from his lecture on wombats wondering (briefl y) 

if I should chuck everything and go to Australia to 
study marsupials. Professor Wilson’s curiosity was 
infectious (if I can still use that word in the positive 
sense). 

Loving the class that you almost failed seems beyond 
comprehensible to most of my current students. Still, 
I reach for my “E.O. Wilson story” when the right 
moment in a class or a student conversation arises. 
I want my students to feel some sense of what it is 

like to become entranced with 
questions and topics that you 
barely understand or don’t quite yet 
have the tools to explore. Yes, it’s 
uncomfortable to be in the realm 
of the unknown and the untried, 
but how else do we learn? I want 
them to forget about grades and 
think about the Gould equivalent 
of wombats. Do they? Not often 

enough. But when it happens, E.O. Wilson stands 
tall amidst the cast of professors who enticed me into 
adventures of not knowing and have propelled me to 
pass the torch.

I love watching people do what they love to do. 
First, there is the thrill of simply watching people who 
are masterful at their work. The carpenter, the knitter, 
the sheep shearer, the lab technician, the poet, the 
composer — all those who see their crafts as an art form 
— these are the people I love to observe. But, beyond 
the mastery, is the raw enthusiasm, an abiding love of 
the work that not all artists choose to show or to share. 
Those who do leave an indelible impression. In many 
respects, E.O. Wilson was more of a researcher than a 

By Ben Smith, MD
American health care is in crisis. On NPR (“On Point,” Nov. 29) an 

ICU nurse recently said that anyone would leave the fi eld if they were 
paid the same wage the nurse was receiving. The burdens were simply 
too great, the support too little. 

An analyst observed that 20% of the workforce actually had left, or 
was considering it, and the host said: “That sounds like an industry 
on the verge of collapse.” Survey data from the American Hospital 
Association and the Washington Post/Kaiser Family Foundation confi rm 
these numbers and these sentiments. 

As an emergency doctor and a longtime observer of how policy 
decisions play out on the front line, I can say that although the nurse’s 
statement may be hyperbolic — not everyone in health care is looking 
for the exit, and so many of us remain dedicated to our work — the 
despair in her words rings absolutely true, and should ring alarm bells at 
the highest levels. 

American health care is in an existential crisis — a crisis that 
began long before the pandemic — and the policy decisions we make 
now will determine whether our communities continue to have access to 
the health care they deserve. 

This is not Covid’s fault. For a generation, we have labored under a 
policy narrative that describes an industry run amok — of costs that are 
somehow aberrant. This narrative has been applied indiscriminately, 
including to hospital budgets and the workforce — despite the obvious 
paradox that, with people living longer lives, and the population aging, 
of course we would need more people, paid a sustainable wage. 

Core to this policy narrative is an assumption that health care costs 
should conform roughly to the rate of infl ation. Vast amounts of 
energy have been expended on this assumption, and many blunt policy 
instruments stem from it, such as caps on Medicare reimbursement 
(sequestration, portions of the Affordable Care Act,) the cost 
containment directive of the Green Mountain Care Board, the Triple 
Aim of health care reform, and most recently the terrifying idea of 
“cost growth benchmarks” fl oated to Vermont’s Joint Task Force on 
Affordable, Accessible Health Care. 

These policy instruments, taken in total, have directly compromised 
the ability of health systems to staff safely and appropriately. At this 
critical juncture — with institutions teetering, good people fl eeing the 
profession, patients stacking up in emergency departments, suffering 
families unable to get timely appointments, rural hospitals failing, 
mental health parity a distant dream, and outcomes at the bottom of the 
list of developed nations — it’s time for a reappraisal. It’s time for a 
new story. 

In the 1960s, the Yale economist William Baumol observed that there 
are different types of labor in our economy: those whose productivity 
can be increased, such as factory workers and retailers, and those who 
provide a service that is fundamentally incompressible, such as nurses, 
teachers or baseball players. 

As productivity increases in one sector — say, manufacturing — 
wages also increase. At that point, the (so-called) nonproductive 
industries, like education and health care, must increase wages to 
compete. But without the concomitant productivity gains, the cost of 
those industries rises at an escalating rate. 

This phenomenon — of disproportionate, supra-infl ationary cost 
increases in certain industries — is called Baumol’s cost disease. It 
suggests that increasing costs in human-centered industries such as 
health care, education and public safety may not be abnormal, or even 
unexpected, but might actually be the natural effect of how markets 
value different types of work. 

The encouraging side of Baumol’s argument is that, contrary to 
popular wisdom, the situation is entirely affordable, as long as the other 
parts of the economy continue their productivity growth. Infl ation, after 
all, is an average, not some kind of natural law. 

He argues that the challenge is actually political, rather than 
economic: Our leaders need to understand this phenomenon, explain 
it, and develop funding mechanisms that acknowledge its reality. In a 
nutshell, we have a political problem, not an affordability problem. We 
get what we pay for. 

We need a new story. The pandemic has unmasked glaring fl aws in 
our dominant policy narrative, and it is abundantly clear that costs can 
no longer be balanced on the backs of the front-line labor force. 

Policy solutions like cost growth benchmarks carry inherent 
assumptions that are fl at-out dangerous, and we are living with the 
consequences right now. But, as Baumol suggests, there is another 
way. If we want resilient and accessible health care systems, we need 
to accept supra-infl ationary increases in labor costs as both normal and 
affordable. 

To the extent we need to control costs — and it is undeniable that 
Americans pay more for health care than other countries, although rates 
of increase are similar — we need to look away from the front-line. We 
need to look away from the hospitals and clinics that keep the lights on, 
day and night, for all of us. 

We need to accept that people need living wages to do this diffi cult, 
human work. Work that can’t be outsourced. Work that must be done if 
we are to have a stable, resilient and future-oriented society. 

 
Note: Ben Smith is an emergency physician and medical director of 

the emergency department at Central Vermont Medical Center in Berlin. 
He lives in South Duxbury. 

Worth a second look
WORKERS FROM MESSIER Moving and Construction, the same company that moved the 

Vergennes train depot a few years back, take a moment to gaze up at the 415,000-pound New Haven 
depot they were moving from Route 7 to a new home in the village on Wednesday. Temps were 9 
degrees yesterday morning, and the wind was blowing.

Independent photo/Steve James
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Eldercare Counseling Available 
By phone: 802-388-3983

By email:  elawson@elderlyservices.org

Worried About Your  
Elderly Relative? 

 

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

South Starksboro, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

We received quotes from Bristol Electronics and another well-
known Vermont solar company, and were pleasantly surprised that 
Bristol had the better price, and we preferred Bristol’s microinverter 
approach. Additionally, we were very pleased to learn that the 
panels and racking system were made in the USA with some 
components manufactured by a Vermont company.  On top of 
this, the folks at Bristol were such a pleasure to work with. We 
can’t remember a more pleasant experience when making a major 
investment. 
We had a variety of questions which they happily addressed. Their 
knowledgeable staff was well versed with applicable regulations and 
requirements, building codes and even wind loading concerns. They 
truly went out of their way to make sure we were educated on the 
system and pleased with the installation. 
This was a very rewarding experience which began with a goal of 
wanting to make our home fully renewably powered by working with 
a local team and culminated with meeting great members of our 
community, keeping our dollars local while also supporting other 
American renewable technology manufacturers. We found kindred 
spirits at BE and we can’t recommend them highly enough!

Megan Nedzinski and Joshua Faulkner – South Starksboro, VT

of the enhanced child tax credit 
program.

There are several important 
issues that Scott did not address 
in his speech. Other than 
acknowledging, and saying 
he respected, the Legislature’s 
decision to meet remotely for the 
first two weeks of the session, and 
stressing the importance of in-
person learning for K-12 students, 
the governor had little to say about 
COVID-19 safety and mitigation 
measures. This was in spite of the 
marked increase in cases in the new 
year and the near-impossibility 
many Vermonters are encountering 
of obtaining supplies of at-home 
tests.

Additionally, the governor 
did not talk about two important 
policy issues on the Legislature’s 
agenda for 2022. The first involves 
the large unfunded obligation in 
the state employees’ and teachers’ 

Davis
(Continued from Page 4A)

Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

superintendent/director, but also 
the institution and its operations 
as a whole.

I won’t attend a Career Center 
board meeting again with 
any hope of having my voice 
heard during public comment, 
which is perhaps the board’s 

goal, but I would welcome 
anyone to clarify what makes it 
acceptable for a board to warn 
an agenda that contains space 
for public comment, approve 
said agenda, and then proceed to 
actively block those wishing to 
participate. Further, if it is not to 
be public comment, what other 

mechanism does this board offer 
to obtain input from the taxpaying 
public if not through its regular, 
monthly meetings and the agenda 
item alluding to the fact that such 
input is welcome?

Kate La Riviere
Starksboro

La Riviere letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

Letters to the Editor

A possible message of unity in the New Year

teacher — and a controversial one 
at that — but in sharing his hunger 
to understand the workings of the 
evolutionary process, he made his 
students hungry too.

The true task of the teacher “is 
to make people curious.” So said 
another titan whom we recently 
lost, the composer and lyricist 
Stephen Sondheim. In terms of 
his stylistic range and virtuosity, 
there is no equal to Sondheim in 
the history of American musical 
theater. Could it be that the same 
man wrote both Company (an 
edgy, but still sentimental, paean 
to marriage) and Sweeney Todd (a 
Victorian horror story of a vengeful 
barber offing his clients and 
serving them up as meat pies)? The 
glorious, sentimental affirmation 
of daring to love that concludes 
Company (“Being Alive”) stands 
in stark opposition to the darkly 
hilarious celebration of anthropic 
meat pies (“Have a Little Priest”) 
which is about both “being dead” 
and “being dinner.” Somehow, 
these songs and shows emerged 
from the head, heart and hands of 

the same, endlessly innovative, 
artist.

But in the wake of Sondheim’s 
death, what was honored alongside 
his enormous talents were his many 
gifts as a teacher and a mentor. 
Again and again, Sondheim took 
time away from his own creative 
work to attend the productions 
of young composers, writers, 
directors and actors who were just 
breaking into their professions. 
After his death, the New York 
Times reported on the legions of 
young artists who had received 
a typed note from Sondheim 
encouraging them in their craft. In 
the lives of each recipient, these 
short notes made a transformative 
difference.  

In the documentary “Six by 
Sondheim,” the most moving 
moments of many interviews are 
those when Sondheim reflects 
on mentors and mentoring, on 
teachers and teaching. “Teaching is 
the sacred profession,” Sondheim 
tells one of his interviewers, then 
adds the warning, “I’m going to 
cry.” 

He wasn’t the only one. My 

colleagues and I have now endured 
five long semesters of Teaching 
Through Covid — on Zoom, 
under the trees, or in a classroom 
straining to interpret what few 
facial cues can be seen from behind 
a mask. Students, faculty and staff 
are beyond tired. What keeps us 
going? For me, it is the inspiration 
of the titans: the relentlessly 
curious ones who never stop 
wanting to understand ants and 
wombats, reluctant bachelors and 
barbers-gone-mad — and those 
who are not only curious, but who 
devote themselves to lighting the 
fire of curiosity in others. They 
have been my guides through the 
fog of uncertainty that defines 
these times. How lucky am I to 
have learned from them all.

Rebecca Kneale Gould is a 
writer and Associate Professor 
of Environmental Studies at 
Middlebury College, focusing 
on comparative religion and the 
environmental humanities. She 
lives with her spouse in Monkton, 
where they tend — and are tended 
by — a small flock of adorable 
sheep.

Division. Really? Is it possible 
to divide the human family? I 
believe not, but it is impossible 
to deny the many attempts 
throughout history. Ultimately, 
we all live together on this 
beautiful planet, breathe the 
same air and end up in the same 
place in the end. In quantum 
physics, it is called “quantum 
entanglement,” meaning that no 
matter how far apart two particles 
may be in space, they share a 
common, unified quantum state 
and their states remain linked. 
And so it is for the human family.

Attempts at division have 
ranged from religion, race, 
country of origin, gender, sexual 
orientation, and the list goes 
on and on. The newest form is 
what people are referring to as 
“vaccinated vs. unvaccinated.” 
The concept is basically that 
these two groups of people are 
a threat to each other and there 
is no room for understanding or 
acceptance of the other group’s 
view.

Of course these views and 
reasonings will always be present 
and indeed are valid and should 
be respected. One group states 
that everyone who can should 
get vaccinated to help curb the 
spread of this virus and protect 
the vulnerable. Furthermore, they 
point out that the vaccines have 
been proven safe and effective. 

The other group states that they 
are worried about vaccine side 
effects, and that many of the 
highest vaccinated countries and 
states are experiencing higher 
surges than their less-vaccinated 
counterparts. They insist that 
they would rather take the risk 
with the virus than the vaccine 
and use the phrase “my body, my 
choice.” These are just a few of 
the main talking points from each 
group, but what I really want to 
highlight here is that it seems 
neither group is likely to change 
their position any time soon.

This brings us to the very 
important crossroads we find 
ourselves at presently. One 
where, I believe, our next steps 
may have crucial long-lasting 
effects. There is a movement 
now to limit the rights of 
those who have chosen to not 
become vaccinated, and these 
limitations include the right 
to work. Now, in a capitalist 
society, one needs money to 
provide for self and family. If 
one cannot work, it can be argued 
that one cannot survive, or at 
least cannot adequately provide 
for self and family. And we 
are not talking about a minute 
percentage of the population 
here. Currently, roughly 27% 
of the adult population of our 
country is unvaccinated against 
SARS-CoV-2, and there are 

racial and economic disparities. 
So, regarding vaccine mandates, 
we are faced with the question 
of whether we are willing to 
disallow over one-quarter of 
our adult population the right to 
work. What will the individual 
and societal costs of limiting 
the rights of the unvaccinated 
be? Would we, over time, be 
further widening the illusionary 
divide between people and even 
potentially create a separate class 
of people who may eventually 
choose to revolt to reclaim 
their basic human rights? These 
questions are complex and 
involve morals, science and, 
unfortunately, politics.

I don’t pretend to have the 
answers to the above questions, 
but I do believe we should think 
long and hard about our critical 
next steps. Is there a way we can 
live in peace with one another 
despite our different views? 
Is it really possible to create a 
peaceful society which values 
gross domestic happiness over 
gross domestic product? Real 
human interaction over virtual 
worlds and A.I.? To these 
questions, I do know the answers, 
and so do quantum physicists. 
The only real question is when 
we will get there and how.

David Nulsen
Middlebury

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury selectboard on Jan. 
25 will finalize a fiscal year 2023 
(FY23) budget proposal that — if 
approved by residents on Town 
Meeting Day — would result in a 
property tax increase of no more 
than 3 cents per $100 in property 
value.

The board on 
Tuesday reviewed a 
third budget draft that 
called for $11,921,649 
in spending. That 
would represent a 
$410,721 (or 3.6%) 
increase over this 
year’s budget of $11.5 
million.

Town Manager 
Kathleen Ramsay 
also at the Tuesday 
meeting gave the 
board another 
version of the budget 
to consider. That 
proposal would 
apply more of a fund 
balance from prior 
years ($312,000, 
instead of $117,000) 
and use more surplus 
local option tax 
revenues ($1,050,000, 
instead of $1 million), and thus 
require only a 1.54-cent rise from 
the town’s current municipal 
property tax rate of 79.7 cents. 

Much of those extra revenues 
would be earmarked for major 
equipment purchases — such as 
a mower and a police cruiser — 
Ramsay explained. The first budget 
draft reviewed by the selectboard 
in mid-December had called for 
a 5-cent hike in the municipal 
rate. Middlebury hasn’t seen a 
municipal tax rate hike that high in 
more than eight years.

Selectboard members on 
Tuesday were impressed by 
Ramsay’s budget proposal calling 
for the 1.54-cent tax rate hike, but 
they voiced some concern about its 
potential impact on Middlebury’s 
fund balance. As Ramsay also 
noted, prudent fiscal management 

calls for a community to maintain 
a surplus equivalent to 15% of its 
general fund budget. Her latest 
version of the FY23 budget would 
draw down the surplus to 13% of 
the fund, officials said.

With that in mind, the board has 
asked Ramsay to return on Jan. 
25 with a budget draft reflecting a 
3-cent bump in the municipal rate, 
which would assure the town’s 
surplus fund stays at the 15%-of-
general-fund threshold.

The vast majority 
of the proposed FY23 
budget increase is 
due to fixed costs 
and critical capital 
i m p r o v e m e n t s , 
according to town 
officials. Those fixed 
costs include:

• A $217,523 
rise in contracted 
employee wages and 
benefits. Specifically, 
wages are pegged 
to go up 4.5%, and 
benefits are slated for 
a 3.5% bump.

• An 8.5% jump in 
capital improvement 
projects, representing 
a $122,366 increase 
over the $1,438,219 
allocated for that 
category last year. 
Projects included 
on the list include 

sidewalk projects on Washington 
and Seminary street extensions; 
and road construction on Colonial 
Drive, Cady Road, Lower Foote 
Street, Maecliff Court and North 
Leno Lane, among others.

• A 16.2% ($69,052) increase 
for the replacement of town 
equipment.

Public works and police are the 
biggest expense categories for 
FY23, pegged at $3,605,870 and 
$2,514,268, respectively.

Selectboard member Heather 
Seeley, who chairs Middlebury’s 
Infrastructure Committee, said the 
town must strike a balance between 
using tax dollars and surplus.

“We’ve got to raise the taxes a 
little bit, and we’ve got to take a 
little from the fund balance,” she 
said. “I just don’t want to get to the 
position where we can’t take any 

more from the fund balance and 
then have to raise taxes by 8 cents.”

She and other board members 
said the town’s judicious use of 
surplus has helped leverage state 
aid to get major projects done more 
quickly than might otherwise have 
been the case.

“We’ve been successful in the 
past year having shovel-ready 
projects … and have been able to 
access considerable state funding 
for those projects because they 
were ready to go,” she said. “We 
did the work and engineering to get 
them to a certain point.”

Selectboard Chair Brian 
Carpenter said the town has been 
fortunate to have reserves to apply 
to large capital projects, so that the 
community can “pay cash as much 
as possible, instead of bonding for 
everything.”

It’s a strategy that could also 
come in handy with unprecedented 
amounts of federal aid available 
during the pandemic.

“We really feel strategically 
like we’re going to put ourselves 
in a position to maybe get more 
than our fair share of the ARPA 
(American Recovery Plan Act) 
funds,” Carpenter said. “We’re 
doing a better job of planning, and 
our staff is getting projects ready 
so they can match our funding.”

Resident Victoria DeWind was 
the only resident to weigh in on 
the latest municipal budget draft 
on Tuesday. She believes the 
board has done a good job limiting 
the spending increase, but urged 
officials to keep the tax impact 
as low as possible, given the 
large number of citizens on fixed 
incomes.

“I thought getting the tax rate 
reduced to 1.5 cents was really 
great,” she told the board. “The 
schools are looking like they’re 
going to be hitting us with a hefty 
increase, and I know that’s not 
your problem, but it all adds up. 
If you can, without risk, reduce 
the tax rate (by only 1.54 cents), I 
think you’re helping everyone — 
especially in this time … They say 
the economy has recovered, but 
inflation is hitting people hard.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Middlebury weighs town spending
Spending up 3.6%, 
tax rate up 1.5 cents

“We really feel 
strategically like 
we’re going to 
put ourselves 
in a position 
to maybe get 
more than our 
fair share of the 
ARPA funds.
We’re doing 
a better job of 
planning, and 
our staff is 
getting projects 
ready so they 
can match our 
funding.”

— Chair Brian 
Carpenter

retirement plans, and whether to 
use any of the current surplus to 
make up that deficiency. A related 
question is whether to make any 
changes in the retirement programs 
for new state and school staff going 
forward. 

The second issue involves the 
state’s response to climate change. 
While Scott did acknowledge 
federal funding for weatherizing 
more homes and building out  

infrastructure such as charging 
stations to support electric vehicles, 
he did not mention the state’s newly 
adopted Climate Action Plan. This 
plan, approved by the Vermont 
Climate Council in December, sets 
out ambitious goals for greenhouse 
gas reduction, many of which will 
require legislative action.

Eric L. Davis is professor 
emeritus of political science at 
Middlebury College.



PAGE 6A — Addison Independent, Thursday, January 13, 2022

From humble beginnings based on affordable, 
trustworthy services, we have grown into a reliable 
resource your family can depend on. Rooted in our 
traditions, we stay firmly connected to the families 

we serve and the care we provide. We continue 
serving all faiths and all families in the only way we 

know how — by staying true to our heritage.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Where Our Roots Are Planted

TRADITION

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 91 years  |  1930-2021

57 Main St. New Haven | 453-3433 | CleggsNewHaven@yahoo.com  
CleggsMemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Drafting  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast  •  Cleaning

Foundations  •  Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operated
Addison county’s ONLY full  
service monument company 

CLEGGS  
M EMORIALS

BRISTOL — Rodney S. 
Wheelock, 72, of Bristol died on 
Jan. 1, 2022. 

A full obituary will appear in a 
future edition of the Independent.

SPRINGFIELD — Kathleen 
Joy Griffin, age 59, passed 
away Tuesday, Jan. 4, 2022, at 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical 
Center.

Kathleen was born in Nashua, 
N.H., on May 6, 1962. She was 
the daughter of Francis and Ruth 
(Clark) Blake. She grew up in 
Walpole, N.H., and later Salisbury, 
Vt.; where she received her early 
education. She graduated from 
Middlebury Union High School, 
class of 1980. She was a Brandon 
resident for 35 years before moving 
to Springfield. In her earlier years 
she worked at the Vermont Tubs 
and later at Rutland Regional 
Medical Center as an E.R. Tech. 
She served on the Brandon Rescue 
Squad for 25 years. She was an 
amazing cook and baker and 
enjoyed reading and helping other 
people.

Surviving her is one son, Kyle 
Griffin and his wife Melissa of 

MIDDLEBURY — Joan 
Elizabeth Hoxie, 92, died on 
Monday, Jan. 10, 2022, after 
a period of declining health. 
A resident of Middlebury, Vt., 
Joan was the daughter of the late 
Frederick and Florence (Gile) 
Holbrow and was born in Exeter, 
N.H. During her life she lived in 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Ohio, Connecticut, New Jersey, 
South Carolina, and — since 2012 
— in Vermont. She was a resident 
of the EastView Retirement 
Community in Middlebury and 
was a member of St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church. She valued her 
New England heritage.

Joan was a graduate of St. Mary’s-
in-the-Mountains (now the White 
Mountain School), Littleton, N.H., 
and of Katharine Gibbs School in 
Boston, Mass. Over the years she 
worked in executive administrative 
positions for Battelle Memorial 
Institute in Ohio, Metal Hydrides 
Corporation in Massachusetts, 
Bristol Company in Connecticut, 
Fairleigh-Dickinson University 
in New Jersey, and Richland 
Memorial Hospital (now Prisma 
Health) in South Carolina. 

In 1952, Joan married George 

RUTLAND TOWN — Elroy 
Francis LaDuc, age 79, passed away 
Friday, Jan. 7, 2022, at his home in 
Rutland Town.

Mr. LaDuc was born in Middlebury 
on July 2, 1942. He was the son of 
Guy and Eleanor (Baldwin) LaDuc. 
He grew up in Orwell and Shoreham 
and graduated from Shoreham 
Academy, class 1960. His working 
career started at Newton-Thompson 
Wooden Toy Manufacturing in 
Forestdale and spanned Simmons 
Precision and Bond Car Parts. He 
retired as a machinist from Jones and 
Lampson. 

He enjoyed hunting and fishing 
and stock car racing.

He is survived by his wife, Diane 
(Aines) LaDuc of Rutland Town, 
whom he married July 6, 1963, 
in St. Paul’s Catholic Church in 

Orwell; two sons, Michael F. LaDuc 
of Tennessee and Patrick J. LaDuc 
of Rockingham; one daughter, 
Suzanne L. LaDuc of Colchester; 
seven grandchildren, five great-
grandchildren; and several nieces, 
nephews and cousins. 

He was predeceased by his 
parents; two brothers, Charles LaDuc 
and Phil LaDuc; and a sister, Diane 
Dutton.

The graveside committal service 
and burial will take place at a later 
date in St. Genevieve Cemetery in 
Shoreham.

Memorial gifts in lieu of flowers 
may be made, in his memory to: 
Rutland Ambulance Service, 275 
Stratton Road, Rutland, VT 05701.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home in Brandon. ◊

MIDDLEBURY — Donald Lee 
Loeffler, age 91, died on Jan. 1, 
2022, at Eastview in Middlebury, 
Vt. He was born on May 30, 1930, in 
Piqua, Ohio, the son of Leonard and 
Loretta (Hemmert) Loeffler. Donald 
graduated from the University of 
Dayton in 1952 with a degree in 
education. He went on to receive 
his Ph.D. from Bowling Green 
State University in 1965. He spent 
his life teaching speech and theater 
arts. Donald continued his love of 
theater at Eastview by participating 
in Eastview Readers Theater.

Donald’s Catholic faith was 
very important to him. He was a 
long-time member and lector of St. 
Mary’s Church in Middlebury

Donald is survived by his 
companion, Clarence Merriles; 
his godson, Frank (Maureen) 
Hemmert; and numerous cousins.

Donald was predeceased by his 
parents and his brother Bill.

Donald will be laid to rest in 
Piqua, Ohio, in a private family 
burial.

A memorial Mass is being 
planned at a later date in Botkins, 
Ohio, at Immaculate Conception 
Church.

In lieu of flowers, donations in 
Donald’s memory may be made to 
Eastview, 100 Eastview Terrace, 
Middlebury, VT 05753 or St. 
Mary’s Church, 73 Weybridge St., 
Middlebury, VT 05753. ◊

LINCOLN — Eleanor E. Scully, 
93, passed peacefully on Tuesday, 
Jan. 4, 2022, in her home in Lincoln, 
surrounded by her children.

She was born on Dec. 29, 1928, 
in North Bergen, N.J., the daughter 
of Johann and Maria Heubel.

Eleanor was a treasured member 
of her community. She served in 
many capacities over the past 30 
years; among them advanced EMT 
and educator at Bristol Rescue 
Squad, school nurse at Mt. Abe, and 
Lincoln Health Officer.

Eleanor is predeceased by 
her husband “Bud” Scully. She 
is survived by her six children: 
Kathleen Yurco and husband John 
of Ringwood, N.J.; Karen Obert 
of Sparta, N.J.; Michael Scully and 

WEYBRIDGE — Laurance 
Charles Wyman died on Jan. 4, 
2022, at home in Weybridge, Vt. 
He was born on May 24, 1935, 
in Summit, N.J., the eldest son of 
Guy and Esther Wyman.

Larry graduated from Carteret 
School in West Orange, N.J., 
in 1953 and then attended 
Drew University.  He worked 
in greenhouses in New Jersey, 
where he developed a passion 
for horticulture. Throughout his 
youth, his family enjoyed summers 
in Grand Isle, Vt. Because of his 
love of plants, trees, and Vermont, 
he transferred to Marlboro College 
in Marlboro, Vt., to study forestry 
and dendrology. In forestry class 
at Marlboro he met Fern Wilde, 
whom he married. They were 
married 63 years.

With his father and brother, 
Grayson, Larry started a life-long 
career as a dairy farmer. They 
had farms in White River and 
Brownsville, Vt., before buying a 
farm in Weybridge in 1968.  Before 
he retired from farming in 2005, 
Larry was proud to have the family 
farm preserved in perpetuity by the 
Vermont Land Trust. His farm life 
was the subject of a book, “Forty-
Six Years of Pretty Straight Going: 
The Life of a Family Dairy Farm,” 

BRISTOL — Christina Nichole 
Richmond, 38, died unexpectedly 
Thursday evening Jan. 6, 2022, at 
Porter Medical Center.

She was born June 24, 1983, in 
Oklahoma City, Okla., the daughter 
of Maryanne and Jeff Boise.

She was a graduate of Vergennes 
Union High School, class of 2001.

Christina married Benjamin 
Richmond on Aug. 8, 2020, in 
South Burlington, Vt.

She was an avid reader and 
Boston Red Sox fan, she enjoyed 
spending time with her children and 
spending summers at the lake.

Christina worked for several 
years as a licensed nursing assistant.

She is survived by her husband 
Ben Richmond of Bristol; her 

children Jeremiah and Reese 
Moulton of Panton and Cole 
Richmond of Bristol; her mother 
Maryanne Step and father Jeff 
Boise of Monkton; brother 
Michael Taylor and wife Shannon 
of Hawaii; sister-in-law Elizabeth 
and Jay of Florida; and several 
aunts, uncles, two nieces, two 
nephews and numerous cousins.

Visiting hours will be held on 
Wednesday, Jan. 12, 2022, from 
3 to 5 p.m. at the Sanderson-
Ducharme Funeral Home, at 117 
South Main St., Middlebury, Vt.

Memorial contributions may be 
made to your local animal shelter.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Sanderson-
Ducharme Funeral Home.
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Donald Lee Loeffler, 91, of Middlebury

DONALD LEE LOEFFLER

LAURANCE CHARLES 
WYMAN

 Laurance Charles Wyman, 86, of Weybridge

written by his friend and neighbor, 
George Bellerose, through the 
Vermont Folklife Center. Larry and 
Grayson transferred stewardship of 
the farmland to Dan and Corinne 
Kehoe, special neighbors and 
family friends.

Larry and Fern had three 
daughters.  He was very proud 
of them and loved to tell people 
that they attended college at the 
“Little Three”: Williams, Amherst 
and Wesleyan. Family meant 
everything to Larry.

Larry was predeceased by his 
parents and youngest brother, Dale.  
He is survived by his wife, Fern; 
his daughters and their spouses, 

Carin and Colin Hart of Hinesburg, 
Beverly Wyman of Weybridge, 
and Sandra and David Browning 
of Olympia, Wash.  He is also 
survived by his brother and sister-
in-law, Grayson and Beth Wyman 
of Weybridge, and sister-in-law 
Barbara Wyman of Wynantskill, 
N.Y.; six grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren: Abraham and 
Elizabeth Miller of Colchester 
and daughters Reagan, Quinn, 
and Fern; Dana and Tucker 
Kear of Saratoga Springs, N.Y., 
and children Smith, Renny, and 
Summer; Robin and Seth Jackson of 
Berlin; Nicholas and Caitlin Hart of 
Essex Junction and daughter Nora; 
Gwyn Browning of Hertfordshire, 
England; and Phoebe Browning of 
Olympia, Wash. He is also survived 
by close cousins Beverly Goodwin 
of Charlotte and Lois Field of 
Essex Junction, as well as many 
dear nieces, nephews, and cousins.

There will be a family celebration 
of Larry’s life later this year. In lieu 
of flowers, the family is requesting 
that donations be made in Larry’s 
memory to the Vermont Land Trust 
using their website, vlt.org.

To send online condolences 
to the family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

ELEANOR E. SCULLY

Eleanor E. Scully, 93, of Lincoln

wife Paula of Harleysville, Pa.; 
James Scully of Prescott Valley, 
Ariz.; Patricia Scott and partner 
Upashant Consolato of Hurley, 

N.Y.; Eileen Scully and partner Ed 
Religa of Ottawa, Ontario, Canada; 
as well as by seven grandchildren, 
and three great-grandchildren; a 
beloved sister, Amelia, residing in 
Lincoln, and many friends.

Masks are required for services. 
Calling hours will be held on Friday, 
Jan. 7, from 5 to 8 p.m. at Lincoln 
United Church, 23 Quaker St., 
Lincoln, Vt. A Mass of Christian 
burial will be celebrated 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, Jan. 8, at St. Ambrose 
Catholic Church in Bristol.

In lieu of flowers, please send 
donations to Bristol Rescue Squad, 
PO Box 227, Bristol, VT 05443. Send 
online condolences to her family at 
www.brownmcclayfuneralhomes.
com. ◊

Elroy Francis LaDuc, 79, Rutland Town

ELROY FRANCIS LADUC

Rodney S. 
Wheelock, 72, 

of Bristol

CHRISTINA NICHOLE 
RICHMOND

Christina Nichole Richmond, 38, Bristol

Joan E. Hoxie, 92, of Middlebury

JOAN E. HOXIE

R. Hoxie and they built their 
life together. She ran household 
affairs with care and competence. 
Joan and George traveled widely, 
visiting the Caribbean, Europe, 
Great Britain, Canada, and Alaska. 
They also developed an interest in 
genealogy, and after George died 
in 2004, Joan pursued genealogy 
with great intensity, taking courses 
in the subject, visiting archives, 

and making several trips to 
England for research and to meet 
distant family members.

Joan was a talented homemaker. 
She was skilled in drapery 
making and slipcovering as well 
as sewing beautiful clothes for 
herself and her daughters. She 
was an extraordinary knitter and 
needleworker. Her skills in the 
kitchen are legendary amongst her 
family and friends. 

She is survived by her daughters 
Karen Hoxie of Holly Hill, 
S.C., and Susan Hoxie (David 
Surprenant) of Brandon, Vt.; her 
granddaughter Catherine Culley 
and two great-grandsons, Trace 
and Lane Culley, all of Swansea, 
S.C. She is also survived by her 
brother and his wife, Dr. Charles 
H. Holbrow (Mary) of Lexington, 
Mass., as well as seven nieces and 
nephews.

A graveside service for family 
will be held at a later date at 
Shawsheen Cemetery, Bedford, 
Mass. Memorial contributions 
may be made to EastView at 
Middlebury’s Music Fund, 
Addison County Home Health and 
Hospice, or to a charity of one’s 
choice. ◊

Kathy Joy Griffin, 59, of Springfield

KATHY JOY GRIFFIN

Keene, N.H.; and a daughter, Kristy 
Griffin of Leicester; a brother, 
Brian Blake and his wife Wendy 
of Bridport; four sisters, Darlene 

Field and her husband Arthur 
of Westmoreland, N.H., Bonnie 
Litchfield of Leicester, Sherry 
Bell and her husband George of 
Joplin, Mo., and Charlene Blake of 
Cannelton, Ind.; her ex-husband, 
David Griffin of Brandon; a 
grandson, Jayden Griffin of Keene, 
N.H.; and many nieces, nephews 
and cousins. She was predeceased 
by her parents; a brother, Norman 
Blake; and a niece, Katrina Pope.

A potluck style gathering in 
celebration of her life will be held 
on Saturday, Jan. 15, 2022, from 
12-3 p.m., at the Brandon American 
Legion Post 55. Those wishing to 
pay their respects are asked to wear 
a face covering.

Memorial gifts in lieu of flowers 
may be made, in her memory to; 
Brandon Area Rescue Squad, P.O. 
Box 232, Brandon, VT 05733.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home in Brandon.◊
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ADDISON — Kyle Howard 
Grant, 25, of Addison, Vt., passed 
away peacefully, surrounded by 
family, on Dec. 31, 2021. Born 
on Oct. 1, 1996, he is the son of 
Scott and Betsy (Haven) Grant of 
Addison.

Kyle always faced his difficulties 
with a “can do” attitude. He was 
noted for caring for others and was 
beloved by many. He had a number 
of interests, including aviation 
history, model airplanes, as well as 
RC planes and boats. He also loved 
riding at top speed in his parents’ 
boat.

Kyle was a member of the 
Vermont Chargers Power Soccer 
team. He loved the competition on 
the court, the teamwork, and the 
joy of winning!

Kyle was an honorary member 
of the Addison Fire Department, 
following in the tradition of his 
father, grandfather, and great-
grandfather.

In addition to his parents, he 

Kyle Howard Grant, 25, of Addison

KYLE HOWARD GRANT

ObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

David Wimett, 35 Years Experience
C. Michael Jackman, 40 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2011 TOYOTA TUNDRA 
DB cab, TRD Off-road, Loaded, 111k miles

$22,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2018 SUBARU FORESTER
Premium AWD, Auto, Loaded, Only 61k miles

$23,995

2013 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
Auto, Loaded, 122k Miles

$11,995

2008 TOYOTA TUNDRA
DB Cab 4x4, Plow, Cap, 178k miles

$17,995

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

FROSTY WEATHER DEALSFROSTY WEATHER DEALS

2016 DODGE CHARGER
SXT AWD, Rallye pkg, Leather, Sunroof, 74k miles

$24,995

is survived by his sister, Lindsy 
(Rhys) O’Neill of Fredericksburg, 
Va.; Kristen Grant and boyfriend 
Ande Tasner of New York, N.Y.; his 
namesake and grandfather, Howard 
“Buster” Grant of Addison, Vt.; 

aunt and uncle Jennifer (Brian) 
Morin of Addison, Vt.; his special 
nurse/aunt/confidant, Kristie (Dan) 
Salter of Monkton, Vt.; uncle Chuck 
Haven of Salem, Mass.; uncle Bob 
(Connie) Haven of Charlotte, Vt.; 
aunt Sue (Bill) Tester of Barton, 
Vt.; nephew and nieces Waldo and 
Wynne O’Neill of Fredericksburg, 
Va.; cousins Courtney and Hunter 
Morin; Phillippa Haven, Chase 
and Kendra Haven; and Chris and 
Aaron Tester. He is welcomed 
into Heaven by his niece Emmy 
O’Neill, his brother, James Robert 
Grant, his maternal grandparents 
Kittredge and Janet Haven, and 
his paternal grandmother Elma T. 
Grant.

A celebration of Kyle’s life will 
be held at a later date this spring/
summer.

In lieu of flowers, Kyle 
requested that donations be made 
to the Addison Volunteer Fire 
Department. ◊

SAN ANTONIO, Texas — 
Charlotte Elizabeth Phillips was 
born Sept. 6, 1931, on a dairy farm 
in Cornwall, Vermont. Though she 
traveled the world and lived many 
places during her career in the U.S. 
Army, she was always a rural, farm 
girl at heart who loved Vermont 
and her country. Her parents were 
Jim and Mary Phillips and she had 
many aunts, uncles, and cousins 
in Vermont, New York, and even 
Alabama. Her brother Bob was 
a successful banker who lived in 
Brooklyn but returned to their 
Vermont farmhouse through the 
year. Bob died in New York City 
in 2013.

She began her education in 
a one-room school house and 
graduated from Middlebury High 
School in 1949. Charlotte earned 
a degree from the University of 
Vermont in Home Economics 
Education and a graduate degree 
in business from the University 
of Minnesota. She was voted the 
most likely to succeed in her high 
school class and she did! She was 
a woman of great faith, generosity, 
leadership, and always ready for 
an adventure with a twinkle in her 
eye. She loved her family and her 
circle of beloved friends and their 
children (and their children too.)

Charlotte felt her greatest 
accomplishment was earning the 
rank of Colonel in the U.S. Army, 
where she earned many awards. 
She served with distinction in 
Germany, Vietnam and Korea as 
well as in the U.S. She and her 
long-time companion Ruth Cade 
(retired Army Lt. Colonel) traveled 
the world as well as the U.S. in 
their RV (with cats and dogs, of 
course!) for years. Visiting most of 
the national parks, driving to their 

CHARLOTTE PHILLIPS

Charlotte Elizabeth Phillips, 90, Cornwall native

beloved state of Alaska five times, 
and attending American Volkssport 
Association (AVA) events in all 
50 states, they led an adventurous 
life. They made friends wherever 
they went and often visited them 
(and far flung family members) 
over many decades whenever they 
could. Charlotte and Ruth were 
great lovers of the outdoors and of 
all animals, giving homes to needy 
dogs and cats who always traveled 
with them. They loved them all.

After retirement, Charlotte 
attended Episcopal Divinity School 
earning a Master’s in Divinity and 
spent much of her life volunteering 
in church activities at the national, 
conference and local levels of the 
United Church of Christ; serving 
on the church vestry at St. David’s 
Episcopal Church in San Antonio 
and supporting their school; doing 
administrative support and cooking 
chicken pies for the annual dinner 
at the Cornwall Congregational 

Church — and strawberries too for 
the Strawberry Festival! Charlotte 
was invited to preach in many 
churches combining her love of 
Scripture with her faith in God’s 
love. She started the chaplaincy 
program at Porter Hospital in 
Middlebury and remained a loyal 
volunteer chaplain for many years.

She was active in the VFW 
both in Middlebury and the 
Army Retirement Center (ARC) 
in San Antonio, where she and 
Ruth primarily lived the last 14 
years. Charlotte was active in the 
Women’s Army Corps attending 
many annual conventions 
supporting women in the military. 
She continued to support people in 
need while at the ARC — visiting 
the sick, cheering with humor 
and comforting with prayers, 
and helping those in transition. 
She also had fun at the ARC: 
playing cards, joining exercise 
programs, and attending concerts. 
“Everyone loves Charlotte!” At the 
celebration of her 90th birthday in 
October the room was packed with 
well-wishers drinking apple cider 
and eating Vermont Country Store 
chocolate cake. She always loved 
a party — complete with balloons, 
flowers, and any kind of party 
decoration.

Charlotte died on Dec. 6, 
2021 — five days after Ruth’s 
death. A joint funeral service will 
be celebrated at St. David’s on 
Jan. 13; Ruth will be buried at 
Ft. Sam Houston. Another joint 
memorial service at the Cornwall 
Congregational Church will be 
celebrated in June; Charlotte will 
be buried in Evergreen Cemetery in 
Cornwall. Thank you for donations 
in memory of Charlotte to your 
favorite animal rescue. ◊

SAN ANTONIO, Texas — 
Nelda Ruth Cade was born March 
27, 1931, and grew up in San 
Antonio, Texas. After high school 
(and one year of college) she joined 
the U.S. Army and retired in 1975 
as a Lt. Colonel. She was posted 
and trained around Washington, 
D.C.; the Women’s Army Corps 
Center in Alabama; California; 
and Alaska; as well as serving in 
Germany. Her leadership skills 
were quickly recognized and she 
was promoted on a fast track. 
During this time she went into 
the Reserves to finish college and 
then worked as a social worker in 
Texas before returning to active 
duty. While posted at Ft. Meyer 
near D.C. she was a member of the 
funeral procession for President 
John F. Kennedy. 

Ruth had a challenging early 
life — both of her parents had 
TB and met in a sanatorium. Her 
grandmother was important to 
her early years and Ruth became 
a skilled caregiver for family 
who were ill. She felt this was a 
blessing to her later life as she 
understood what it meant to be 
sick. She was always close to her 
large, extended family — going to 
the family reunion on the Fourth of 
July was a highlight of every year. 
On her many travels she always 
brought home small gifts for the 
children. Her love and support 
extended to so many dear friends 
around the country as she and her 
long-time companion Charlotte 
Phillips (who died on Dec. 6) built 
an adventurous life together after 
retirement.

Ruth was a person of great faith, 
attending St. David’s Episcopal 
Church while in San Antonio 
and the Cornwall Congregational 
Church while in Vermont with 
Charlotte. She was extremely 
generous to all — opening her 
home to refugee families and young 
people needing a temporary place 
to stay, funding college educations 
and helping with housing needs 
for many. All of this for her was 
an extension of God’s love and 
the blessings she felt she had been 
given to be shared with others. She 
was an active volunteer in both of 
her church communities — for 
example, working with people 
who were houseless in Texas and 
a St. David’s project providing 

Christmas gifts for children who 
needed them. 

Ruth and Charlotte both were 
very active in the American 
Volkssport Association (an 
international walking club they 
first joined in Germany). Not 
only did Ruth walk more than 
10,000 miles in AVA events, but 
they provided leadership and 
organization at the national, 
regional, and local club levels. 

Ruth was always wise in her 
counsel and observations of life; 
full of adventure (traveling all 
over the world with Charlotte 
and others); and fun to be with. 
She loved to play cards and when 
things went right: Praise the Lord 
and pass the ammunition! She 
loved all animals and provided 
homes for many stray cats, and 
especially loved her last two dogs 
(Toby and Tu) — cockapoos who 
traveled in the RV wherever she 
went. She and Charlotte lived 
their last 14 years at the Army 
Retirement Center in San Antonio 
where Ruth made many more 
friends and brought her humor, 
kindness, and positive attitude to 
one and all.

Ruth died Dec. 1, 2021.
A funeral service for both Ruth 

and Charlotte will be held at St. 
David’s Episcopal Church on Jan. 
13 and Ruth will be buried at Fort 
Sam Houston. A memorial service 
for both Ruth and Charlotte will 
be held in Vermont in June 2022, 
and Charlotte will be buried 
there. Donations to animal rescue 
organizations in her memory are 
welcome. ◊

NELDA RUTH CADE

Nelda Ruth Cade, 90, of San Antonio, Texas

HAROLD “HAL” SCHAFER

Harold “Hal” Schafer, 86, former county resident

The Independent will publish 
paid obituaries and free notices 
of passing. Paid obituaries cost 
25 cents per word and will be 
published, as submitted, on the 
date of the family’s choosing. For 
those who do not wish to purchase 
an obituary, the Independent 
offers a free notice of passing 
up to 100 words, subject to 
editing by our news department. 
Photos (optional) with either 
paid obituaries or free notices 
cost $10 per photo. Obituaries 
may be emailed to obits@
addisonindependent.com.

Submissions must be 
received by 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday for publication 
in the Thursday paper. Email 
obits@addisonindependent.com 
or call 802-388-4944 for more 
information.

Obituary Guidelines

VENICE, Fla. — Harold I. 
“Hal” Schafer, 86, died at home 
in Venice, Fla., on Dec. 22, 2021, 
after a short battle with leukemia. 

He was born in Toledo, Ohio 
on April 5, 1935, to Alice Schafer 
and William Schafer. He graduated 
from Waite High School in 1953 
and the University of Toledo in 
1960. He worked in industrial 
sales, owned a business, was a 
math teacher, and sold insurance 
and securities. He is a past resident 
of Middlebury and Shoreham, Vt.

After retiring he moved with 
his wife Donna to Oxford, N.C., 
where they were very active in 
breeding, showing and fieldwork 
with their dachshunds. After she 
retired they moved to Venice, Fla., 
in 2015. He loved working with his 

hands, remodeling homes, helping 
family and friends with projects, 
gardening, doing jigsaw puzzles, 
playing tennis, and spending time 
on the beach and with his beloved 
dachshunds. He was a member 
of the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Venice, Fla.

He is survived by his wife 
Donna Schafer; his four children, 
Michelle Carr, Julie Schafer, 
Michael Schafer, and Tom Schafer; 
step-children Tracy DeBarr, 
Natalie Krizo and Brent Krizo; 
and grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

His ashes will be interned in the 
Memorial Garden at the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of 
Venice and in Brookline, Vermont. 
◊

Obituaries can be found on Pages 6A, 7A, and 8A.
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DEADLINE:

MIDDLEBURY — Nancy Jean 
James, 58, passed away Friday, 
Jan. 7, 2022, at Helen Porter 
Healthcare and Rehabilitation 
Center in Middlebury.

She was born on Sept. 3, 1963, 
in Haverhill, Mass., the daughter 
of Leo and Jean (Baker) DeVoid.

Nancy is survived by her brother 
Rick DeVoid of Bristol, Vt.; her 
brother Donald DeVoid and his 
wife Daniell of Bristol, Vt.; brother 
Clyde DeVoid of Middlebury, Vt.; 
and many nieces, nephews and 
cousins.

She is predeceased by her 
husband Frederick James and her 
parents Leo and Jean DeVoid.

Visiting hours will be held on 
Monday, Jan. 17, from 10 to 11 a.m. 
at Brown-McClay Funeral Home 
in Bristol with a funeral service 
following at 11 a.m. Interment 
will be at Greenwood Cemetery in 
Bristol in the spring. 

To send online condolences 

NANCY JEAN JAMES

Nancy Jean James, 58, of Bristol

to her family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

MIDDLEBURY — Naomi 
J. Manning, 43, of Middlebury, 
Vermont, passed away unexpectedly 
on Dec. 29, 2021. She was a lifetime 
resident of Addison County and is 
the daughter of Joann Lyles and 
Rick Morin.

Naomi worked as the Manager 
of the Maplefields in Bristol, where 
her kind, caring personality made 
everyone feel like family. When 
she wasn’t at work, she was an avid 
reader and enjoyed many outdoor 
activities such as hiking, fishing, 
kayaking and motorcycling.

She is survived by her longtime 
partner Peter Manning; daughter 
Kayli Manning; son Peter J. 
Manning; sister Ginni Lyles; 
two brothers, Damion Lyles 
and Shane Morin; mother Joann 
Lyles; stepfather Randy Lyles; 
grandmother Jili Gabriel; and 
numerous nieces, nephews, aunts 

NAOMI MANNING

Naomi J. Manning, 43, of Middlebury

BRISTOL — Lucile Ruth 
Cousino, 92, passed away 
peacefully at home surrounded by 
family on Jan. 6, 2022.

Lucile was born on Nov. 1, 
1929, in New Haven, Vt., the 
firstborn of the late Leonard and 
Alice Rheaume Paquette. On June 
27, 1949, she married the love of 
her life Wayne Henry Cousino 
of New Haven at Saint Peter’s 
Church in Vergennes, Vt. They 
were married for 35 years until 
Wayne passed away unexpectedly 
in 1984. Lucile and Wayne raised 
one daughter, Rosemarie Alice 
Cousino, and resided in Bristol, Vt. 
This house became their cherished 
and welcoming home. During 
her time in this home, Lucile 
worked alongside Wayne on home 
projects, growing gardens and 
canning. They had a fondness for 
square dancing and enjoyed doing 
puzzles.

Lucile was employed as 
a talented seamstress until 
retirement. Lucile’s skill, creativity 
and passion for sewing played 
out in her home life — making 
costumes, the finest dresses and 
clothing, gifts, and holiday decor. 
She loved all holidays and never 
missed the tiniest detail, making 
them pure magic.

More recently, Lucile spent 
countless quiet hours watching the 
songbirds at the feeders, adoring 
the house pets, and reading and 
playing with the youngest great-
grandchildren. Lucile loved and 
lived for family, it was all she needed 
and what brought her the most 
joy and comfort. She was always 
there to support her daughter, son-
in-law, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. In addition to the 
love and support she provided her 
family, practicing her faith in Christ 
brought Lucile contentedness 
throughout her journey.

Lucile is survived by her sisters-
in-law Pricilla Wager of Panton, 
Anna Cousino of East Middlebury, 
and Joyce Paquette of New Haven; 

her daughter and son-in-law 
Rosemarie and Charles Huizenga 
of Monkton; her grandchildren 
Jason Berry, Jessica Berry, Adam 
Huizenga, and Ian Huizenga; her 
great-grandchildren Jezriel Berry, 
Xzavia Berry, Ezekiel Berry-
Savage, Hadlee Huizenga and 
Ellie Huizenga; her great-great-
grandson Ezra Berry-LaRose and 
many loved nieces and nephews.

Lucile was predeceased by 
her husband Wayne Cousino; 
her parents; and her siblings and 
their spouses Maurice and Millie 
Paquette, Emile and Marjorie 
Paquette, Rita and Bill Tatro, and 
Robert Paquette.

Lucile was a generous woman 
of high integrity and faithfulness. 
She will be missed by those whose 
hearts she touched.

A celebration of life Mass will 
be held at Saint Ambrose Catholic 
Church in Bristol on Saturday, Jan. 
15, 2022, at 11 a.m. Her burial will 
be held in the summer.

Donations in Lucile’s memory 
may be made to Saint Ambrose 
Parish, 11 School St., Bristol, VT 
05443. To send online condolences 
to her family please visit 
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com. ◊

LUCILE  RUTH  COUSINO

Lucile Ruth Cousino, 92, of Bristol 

and uncles. She was predeceased 
by her father, Rick Morin.

A Celebration of Life will be 
held at the Ripton Community 
House on January 16 from 2-6 p.m. 
All are welcome to attend. ◊
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LINCOLN — A new knitting 
group will be offered at the library. 
During the next few weeks, there 
will be a beginner’s cowl or hat 
project and an advanced cowl for 
adults. For people looking to knit 
for children there will be a cute hat 
with short row technique to create 
small earflaps, and a discussion/
presentation of magic loop knitting. 

There will be a mixture of 
meetings, sharing via zoom, and 
pattern exchanges. For additional 
information or to sign up, please 
email Wendy at lincolnlibraryvt@
gmail.com.

From Save Community Schools: 
Please Join Lincoln’s Save 
Community Schools group for a 
virtual information meeting on 
Wednesday, Jan. 26, at 7 p.m. The 
next step in Lincoln’s withdrawal 
process from the Mount Abraham 
Unified School District (MAUSD) 
is a scheduled vote on Town 
Meeting Day, Tuesday, March 1, 

in our neighboring towns of New 
Haven, Monkton, Starksboro and 
Bristol. Voters in these towns will 
be asked to ratify Lincoln’s Aug. 24, 
2021, vote overwhelmingly in favor 
of withdrawal (525 in favor/172 
opposed).

This virtual meeting aims to 
give our community members a 
chance to better understand the why 
behind Lincoln’s withdrawal from 
MAUSD. Additionally the group 
will provide clarity on the effect 
Lincoln’s withdrawal will have on 
our neighboring towns and offer 
ample time for a Q&A. 

Please use the following 
virtual meeting link and 
meeting ID: wilsondow.zoom.
us/j/96287454123?from=addon and 
the Meeting ID is: 962 8745 4123.

Until next time…Quiet The Mind 
And The Soul Will Speak. Believe 
You Can And You’re Halfway 
There. The Best View Comes After 
The Hardest Climb.

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip? Call Dawn 
Mikkelsen at 453-7029

Obituaries can 
be found on

Pages 6A, 7A, 
and 8A.

Middlebury man cited for simple asault

Police Log
Middlebury

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police cited Richard J. Murray, 55, 
of Middlebury for simple assault, 
following an investigation of an 
“ongoing assault” in the Jayne 
Court neighborhood on Jan. 7. 
Police said Murray was released 
on citation to appear in Addison 
County Superior Court, criminal 
division, on Feb. 22 to answer the 
charge.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Assisted mental health 
personnel with a patient at Porter 
Hospital on Jan. 3.

• Assisted Counseling Service 
of Addison County officials in 
carrying out a mental health 
warrant for emergency examination 
of a patient in the Lindale Circle 
neighborhood on Jan. 3.

• Assisted Mary Hogan 

Elementary officials with a 
“student issue” on campus on Jan. 
3.

• Ticketed vehicles in violation 
of the town’s winter parking ban in 
downtown Middlebury on Jan. 3.

• Cited Zachary Robbins, 24, of 
Middlebury for domestic assault, 
following an investigation at the 
South Village Green apartments on 
Jan. 4.

• On Jan. 4, reviewed a report 
of an alleged domestic assault case 
that occurred “many years ago” in 
Middlebury.

• Were informed that a forged 

MONTPELIER – Learning 
how to participate in an outdoor 
activity can be challenging, and 
ice fishing is a good example.  
Knowing this, the Vermont Fish 
and Wildlife Department 
has scheduled a series of 
free ice fishing clinics 
for anyone who would 
like to learn about the 
latest proven ice fishing 
techniques. In Addison 
County, the first clinic 
— Introduction to Ice 
Fishing —   will be held 
Saturday, Jan. 22, beginning at 9 
a.m., at Singing Cedars Fishing 
Access in Orwell.

Clinics will be held from 
January through March, with 
the possibility that some dates 
may change according to ice and 
weather conditions. Everyone 
is welcome no matter their 
experience level. 

Each clinic will last 2.5 to 3 
hours, and exact location details 
will be given when people 
register for the event.  Topics 
to be covered include ice safety, 
hole drilling, equipment and 
techniques, regulations, and 

different techniques for different 
fish. 

A variety of clinic topics 
are being offered to reach 
beginners and experienced 

anglers. Introduction to 
Ice Fishing clinics will 
cover all the basics 
while species-specific 
programs such as Trout 
Fishing are perfect for 
anglers with some ice 
fishing experience but 

who may be looking 
for more specific tips on 

targeting certain species.
All participants will have the 

opportunity to practice what 
they have learned near the end 
of each event.  Everyone is 
urged to wear clothing suitable 
for the weather conditions. 

Pre-registration is required 
and can be done on Fish and 
Wildlife’s website www.
vtfishandwildlife.com. Corey 
Hart at LetsGoFishing@
vermont.gov or 802-505-5562 
will be available for questions.

More programs will be added 
throughout the winter, so check 
the website frequently.

Ice fishing clinics start 
January 22, in Orwell

check had been deposited at a local 
bank on Jan. 4.

• Got help for a local juvenile 
who was experiencing a mental 
health crisis on Jan. 5.

• Spoke with a Seminary Street 
Extension resident about a missing 
cat on Jan. 5.

• Helped Middlebury Regional 
EMS get into a South Street home 
where there had been a Life-Alert 
activation on Jan. 5. Police said the 
home was empty.

• Tried in vain to serve a 
subpoena on a person who had 
apparently switched residences on 
Jan. 5.

• Assisted a parent with an 
unruly child in the Munson Road 
neighborhood on Jan. 5.

• Were informed on Jan. 5 of a 
recent burglary at a Schoolhouse 
Hill Road residence. Police said 
they took photos of the crime scene, 
and the investigation continues.

• Checked on the welfare of an 
elderly couple in East Middlebury 
on Jan. 6.

• Helped an elderly woman 
return to her East Main Street 
home on Jan. 6.

• Investigated a suspected 
shoplifting case at Hannaford 
Supermarket on Jan. 7.

• Investigated a fraud case on 
Jan. 7 at a Maple Street address, 
involving electronically-stolen 
money.

• Received a report about a pig 
running loose on Route 7 North, 
near the Kennett Farm, on Jan. 7. 
Police said the owner was able to 
capture the animal before police 
arrived.

• Responded to a report of a 
damaged sign at The Commons 
apartment complex on Buttolph 
Drive on Jan. 7.

• Assisted the Middlebury 
Water Department in locating a 
large water main leak in the Frog 
Hollow neighborhood on Jan. 8.

• Ticketed vehicles in violation 
of the town’s winter parking ban in 
downtown Middlebury on Jan. 8 
and again on Jan. 10.

COLCHESTER — Seeking 
to honor a leading Vermont 
environmentalist and the legacy 
of a legendary wildlife advocate, 
Green Mountain Power (GMP) 
is calling for nominations for the 
13th annual GMP-Zetterstrom 
Environmental Award.

Named for famed osprey 
advocate Meeri Zetterstrom, the 
award is given to one person, 

business, group, or nonprofit that 
has made a significant contribution 
to Vermont’s environment. The 
award includes a $2,500 donation 
to the winner’s environmental 
cause.

“Meeri’s legacy can be seen 
throughout Vermont each spring, 
as ospreys, once virtually extinct 
here, raise young on some of the 
most beautiful waterways in the 
country,” said GMP Vice President 
Steve Costello, who worked 
closely with Zetterstrom for 
years. “Every osprey in Vermont 
is a reminder that one person or 
organization can have an outsized 
impact on the environment and 
inspire others to protect it.”

Thanks in part to Zetterstrom’s 
leadership, ospreys were removed 
from the endangered species list in 
2005, and the Zetterstrom Award 
was created shortly before she died 
in 2010.

Nominations for the GMP-
Zetterstrom Environmental 
Award will be accepted through 
Feb. 28, and the winner will be 
announced in early spring. Find the 
nomination application and more 
information on GMP’s website at 
greenmountainpower.com/2022-
zetterstrom-award.

Past GMP-Zetterstrom award 
winners have included Marty Illick 
of the Lewis Creek Association in 
2017; Steve Parren, a biologist for 
the Vermont Department of Fish & 
Wildlife in 2018; and Eric Hanson, 
a biologist at the Vermont Center 
for Ecostudies, who helped save 
endangered loons in Vermont in 
2019.

GMP seeking nominations
for enviromental award
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Adult Education Classes
Winter/Spring 2022

Licensed Nurse Assistant Program (LNA)
Mar 1 - May 5; Tue & Thu; 4:30P - 8:00P; 
$1,920; additional $150 needed for LNA license 
application and testing fees. Forty hours of clinical 
required.  Dates TBD.
This course will prepare the student to apply for Licensed 
Nurse Assistant (LNA) licensure with the State Board of 
Nursing.  

Phlebotomy Technician Training
Feb 28 - May 25; Mon & Wed; 4:30P - 8:30P;
$1,700; includes textbooks.  PTC exam $115 payable 
on-line two weeks prior to testing. Graduates will 
be eligible to sit for the national exam to become a 
Phlebotomy Technician (PTC) through the American 
Medical Certification Association. Vermont anticipates 
30 job openings per year for phlebotomists for the next 10 
years, with a median wage of over $16/hour.  

Clinical Dental Assistant
Vermont State Dental Society is offering Administrative 
Dental Assistant training statewide through a 
collaboration of area dentists and our online ed2go 
course.  The course is self-paced, so you can start 
when you want and finish at your own pace (within 
six months). Approximately 150 class hours. Each 
student will be connected to a regional dentist for clinical 
experience during the course work. $1,995 includes all 
instructional materials required.

Basic CPR
4 Hrs; $45.00; call for more information.
American Red Cross CPR training gives you the 
information and the skills that you need to help adults, 
children and infants during breathing and cardiac 
emergencies.

Intro to Welding
Feb 15 - 24; Tue & Thu; 5:30-8:00P; 10 Hrs; 
$200 includes materials and safety protection; 8 
student limit.
A beginner’s course to introduce students to the art 
and science of welding.  

Advanced Welding
March 8 - Apr 14; Tue & Thu; 5:30-8:00P; 30 Hrs;
$600 includes materials and safety protection; 8 
student limit.  Prerequisite: Intro to Welding or 
instructor pre-approval.
Designed to enhance SMAW welding skills for those who 
have completed Intro to Welding or have equivalent 
experience. 

The Makery at Hannaford Career Center
The Makery is a member-based makerspace 
collaborative for people to imagine, experiment, 
network, collaborate and create for personal and 
professional growth. Currently, we offer access to labs 
in Woodworking and Sewing.
$7.50 per visit, $50 for a 10-visit punch card for $50, 
$100 for an unlimited annual membership, or choose 
a no-charge option. Tours on Thursday nights or email 
Makery Coordinator, Dan Callahan at coordinator@
makeryatpahcc.org.

Are you interested in enrolling in the following 
classes?  Classes will be scheduled according to 
interest. Call (802) 382-1004 for further information.

Intro to Glowforge Laser Cutter
5 Hrs; 2 evenings from 4:30P-7:00P; 
$100 includes materials; 4 student limit per class. 
Each student receives 2 free passes to our Thursday night 
Makery space for additional use of the laser cutter.  

Forklift Operator Safety Training
4 Hrs; $100. 
Designed for all powered “lift truck” operators in 
manufacturing, construction and retail.
The course will cover an overview of the regulations (29 
CFR 1910.178), training requirements, forklift basics 
and characteristics, operating rules of the road, truck 
inspection (hands-on), dock safety, parking, and the 
stability triangle.

Intro to CNC Wood Router
18 Hrs; 6 classes; $360 includes materials; 4 student 
limit per class.  Each student receives 2 free passes to our 
Thursday night Makery space for additional use of the CNC 
Router.

Intro to Basic Woodworking
12.5 Hrs; 5 classes; $250 includes materials; 6 student 
limit per class. 
Designed for those interested in learning the basics of 
woodworking.  

Tractor Safety
10 Hrs; 5 classes; 4:30-6:30P; $250; must be 18 or older; 
limit 6 students per class.
Students will learn tractor safety protocols, tractor controls 
and operation, preventive maintenance and upkeep.  

For full course descriptions and registration, please visit 
https://www.hannafordcareercenter.org/all-course-
offerings

places where our staff, students, 
and families require more support 
and structure, given the weight of 
the pandemic on our combined 
community resources.”

The budget would tentatively 
result in an education cost of 
$20,192 per equalized pupil — a 
6.8% increase — though that 
number could soon drop to 
$19,971 based on new information 
expected from the Vermont 
Agency of Education. The agency 
has told ACSD administrators 
they have likely under-forecasted 
the district’s Average Daily 
Membership (student count) by 38 
over the next two years, according 
to district Business Manager Logan 
Price. That would be good news for 
district taxpayers, as more students 
translates into more state aid. At 
this point, the ACSD is projecting 
the same number of students next 
year as it has this year — 1,661 in 
preK-12 from Bridport, Cornwall, 
Middlebury, Ripton, Salisbury, 
Shoreham and Weybridge.

Major budget drivers, according 
to Price, include:

• An anticipated 5% increase 
in health insurance premiums for 
district employees.

• Enrollment that’s expected to 
decline through fiscal year 2026.

• Contracted increases in 
teacher and staff salaries.

• Anticipated declines in general 
fund revenue, tuition revenue, and 
special education reimbursements.

Price noted if voters pass the 
budget on March 1, it would 
result in a district-wide education 
property tax rate of $1.56 per $100 
in property value, which would 
be an 8-cent decline from this 
year. But that rate doesn’t include 
Common Level of Appraisal (CLA) 
adjustments for each of the seven 
towns. The state calculates a CLA 
annually for each town to adjust 
the assessed value of properties to 
reflect fair market value as nearly 
as possible.

Preliminarily, ACSD officials 
are projecting education property 

tax rates ranging from a 9-cent 
decline in both Salisbury and 
Weybridge, to a 3-cent increase 
in Ripton (which is seeking to 
withdraw from the ACSD). Details 
pertaining to the budget can be 
found in the ACSD’s FY 2023 
“Annual Report and budget book,” 
accessible at tinyurl.com/4j2j9cr4.

Officials cautioned there are a 
variety of unknowns that could still 
affect the local education property 
tax rates before bills are sent out 
this summer. Among them:

• Federal grants that won’t 
be awarded until this spring. So 
budget figures right now are based 
on estimates. 

• The Legislature has the ability 
to adjust the property yield rate to 
recalibrate tax revenue throughout 
the legislative session. Yield 
reductions increase tax rates. 

• Special education costs and 
associated reimbursements are 
based on estimates of eligible 
expenses. As student needs 
change, expenditures also change, 
which results in more or less 
reimbursement.

In other action on Monday, the 
ACSD board:

• Set 2022-23 tuition rates of 
$18,284 for elementary school 
students and $19,712 for secondary 
school students.

• Approved a virtual public 
hearing on the proposed budget on 
Tuesday, Feb. 22, at 7 p.m. Details 
on how to connect to the virtual 
hearing will be posted at acsdvt.
org.

• Unanimously endorsed the 
warning of an article, to be voted 
on March 1, that seeks voters’ 
permission to transfer $2,323,099 
in FY’22 unassigned fund balance 
to the ACSD’s capital reserve fund. 
The ACSD board plans to spend 
most of that money on a major 
renovation of the Middlebury 
Union High School kitchen, which 
has remained largely untouched 
since the school was built in 1956.

Reporter John Flowers is 
at johnf@addisonindependent.
com.

ACSD
(Continued from Page 1A)

the second year in a row in which 
there will be no breakfast series, 
which has provided a regular 
weekly forum for lawmakers and 
residents to gather for updates 
on goings-on at the Vermont 
Statehouse. The Grange and 
Farm Bureau suspended the 
breakfast series in early March 
of 2020, when the pandemic was 
first making inroads into the 
county. The legislative breakfast 
series was launched more than 40 
years ago by the Addison County 
League of Women Voters. “We 
do not feel we can safely hold 
legislative breakfasts this year,” 
Bridport Grange leader James 
Morse stated in a recent email 
to the Independent. “Most of our 
meeting spots are to small to 
keep 6 feet apart. We hope to be 
safe to resume meetings in 2023. 
The Bridport Grange Hall is 
large enough, but the first floor 
is not safe due to the floor rotting 
out; hopefully we can get some 
grants to replace the floor and 
bring the building up to ADA 
specifications.”

Gov. Phil Scott this week 
announced the launch of the state’s 
“Tests for Tots” program, which 
provides rapid antigen COVID-19 
test kits to regulated child care 
providers across Vermont. These 
childcare providers can enroll in 
the program effective immediately. 
“Test to Stay” has been an important 
tool in Vermont’s K-12 schools, 
saving thousands of in-person 
instruction days for students. This 
latest initiative expands the effort to 
childcare providers, allowing them 
to test children and staff when a 
positive COVID-19 case is detected 
at their program. Tests for Tots will 
offer tests for children between 
the ages of 2 and 5, as well as for 
child care program staff. They 
can be administered at home. To 
participate in the program, childcare 
providers may register for test 
kits and pick them up at locations 
throughout the state. The Child 
Development Division (CDD) will 
notify providers directly about 
this opportunity with instructions 
on how to enroll in the program. 
Information will also be on the 
CDD website. More information 
can be found at vermont.gov/cdd.

Would you like to help shape 
Bristol’s future? The Bristol 
selectboard is seeking nine 
individuals interested in serving 
on a committee to review and 
assess proposals for Bristol’s 
allocation of American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funding. The 
town is slated to receive almost 
$1.2 million over the next two 
years through ARPA, to be 
spent on various areas including 
pandemic response, premium pay 
to eligible workers, lost revenue, 
and water, sewer, and broadband 
infrastructure. The town is 
seeking six residents, along with 
one representative each from 
the town planning commission, 

conservation commission and 
energy committee. Special 
consideration will be given to 
applicants with experience or 
knowledge in public health, 
economic development, 
education, and housing and 
community development. The 
panel will be appointed for one 
year and will conduct public 
meetings, have a chair and 
vice-chair, and follow the open 
meeting process. Send a letter of 
interest to Valerie Capels at PO 
Box 249, Bristol, VT 05443, or 
email townadmin@bristolvt.org 
no later than noon on Jan. 19. 
The selectboard expects to meet 
with applicants on Jan. 24 at its 
regularly scheduled meeting.

Looking for opportunities to 
volunteer with a nonprofit? The 
Rokeby Museum in Ferrisburgh is 
looking for you. For example, the 
museum is seeking someone to 
work with its education programs 
manager to lead tours for children, 
teens, and lifelong learning groups, 
as well as help with special 
programs. Education volunteers 
are fully trained by museum staff 
and are given the tools needed 
to deliver “honest, engaging and 
accurate” tours. Volunteers are 
asked to lead at least one program 
a month. To learn more, contact 
Tucker Foltz at tfoltz@rokeby.
org. Don’t want to lead tours? 
You can join one of the museum’s 
committees, or become a buildings 
& grounds volunteer. The Rokeby 
has many historic buildings and 50 
acres of trails. Throughout the year, 
volunteers help with yearly grounds 
maintenance, including tending 
to trails, gardening, outbuilding 
cleaning throughout the season, and 
historic building upkeep. See all the 
museum’s volunteer opportunities 
at tinyurl.com/bdp9wku8.

The Brendon P Cousino 
Foundation will hold its 6th 
Annual Indoor Yard Sale at the 
New Haven Town Hall (70 North 
St.) on Saturday, Feb. 19, and 
Sunday, Feb. 20, from 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. on both days. Last year’s 
sale was in July because of the 
pandemic, but the event still 
raised more than $4,200. At this 
time the foundation is accepting 
donations for gently used and 
clean items. If is junk, please 
throw it away. Organizers are 
looking for all kinds of household 
items, toys, craft, decorative, 
camping, tools, and gardening. 
Small furniture (stands, chairs, 
small dressers, lamps) and small 
household appliances are also 
accepted. Please don’t donate 
electronic components, VHS, 
tapes, stereo, speaker, computer, 
printer, etc. The foundation’s 
mission includes providing funds 
and equipment to area rescue 
squads and building scholarships 
for students to attend trade 
schools. Please call Garry and 
Cindy Cousino at 802-233-8334 
for more details.

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)

MIDDLEBURY — Funding is 
now available from the Vermont 
Women’s Fund at the Vermont 
Community Foundation for 
organizations and programs 
supporting economic security 
and well-being, and career 
opportunities, for Vermont women 
and girls.

The 2022 competitive grant 
program will award grants of up to 
$10,000 for proposals that:

• Make pathways to economic 
well-being more visible, accessible, 
and affordable for all women and 
girls;

• Invest in the economic security 
and career prospects of unemployed 
women or those earning less than a 
living wage;

• Advance strategies that address 
systemic barriers to economic well-
being and thriving in Vermont; and/
or

• Enhance the capacity of your 
organization to achieve its mission 
and practice stated values.

To achieve a deep and strategic 

impact, the Vermont Women’s 
Fund will continue to focus its 
grantmaking on an area highlighted 
by the research of Change The 
Story: women and girls on the 
pathway to viable careers. There 
are significant funding gaps in 
this area, and the Women’s Fund 
believes it is uniquely positioned to 
make a difference.

The Vermont Women’s Fund, 
a component fund of the Vermont 
Community Foundation, was 
established in 1994 as an enduring 
resource for our state’s women and 
girls. The fund remains the largest 
philanthropic resource dedicated 
exclusively to this mission. A 
council of people from around 
Vermont advises the fund and 
participates in its grantmaking, 
fundraising, and leadership work.

Nonprofits may apply online 
at any time. Applications will be 
accepted through March 18 at 5:00 
p.m. Visit vermontwomensfund.
org/grants to learn more.

Grants available for
Vt. women and girls

Keep up to date with all the action, read

Arts + Leisure
every Thursday in the Addy Indy!
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Shard Villa 
A Level 3 Residential Care Home

Now Hiring
~ Care Givers ~

3pm-11pm Evening shift  and
11pm-7am Overnight shift  
Competitive pay plus shift 

differentials for evenings, nights and weekends.
Call for an interview today!

802-352-4369
www.shardvilla.org

Motion 
Separation 

Index

170
Super Pocketed Coil™ Springs
The gold standard in undisturbed 
rest.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

  

BEAUTYSLEEP™
FIRM

      Twin Set ...... $399
     Full Set........... $449
     Queen Set ........... $549
   King Set................. $899

    

If  you’re not sleeping, 
maybe you’re doing it wrong.
Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

  
      Twin Set ...... $995
     Full Set......... $1399
     Queen Set ......... $1499
   King Set............... $1799

HARMONY LUX™
EXTRA FIRM

  
      Twin Set ...... $839
     Full Set........... $879
     Queen Set ........... $969
   King Set................. $999

BRS900™
MEDIUM

  

L-CLASS™
PLUSH

      
     Twin XL Set ... $1919
    Full Set ............ $2249
  Queen Set ............ $2399
King Set................. $3039

  

L-CLASS™
EXTRA FIRM

    
       Twin XL Set ... $1619
    Full Set ............ $1949
   Queen Set ........... $2099
King Set ................. $2739

  

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM PILLOW TOP

    
    Twin XL Set ... $2149
    Full Set ............ $2459
   Queen Set ........... $2599
 King Set................ $3199

  

HARMONY LUX™
PLUSH

      Twin Set .... $1299
     Full Set......... $1499
     Queen Set ......... $1999
   King Set............... $2499

  

C-CLASS™
MEDIUM

    
      Twin XL Set .. $2419
   Full Set........... $2749
     Queen Set ......... $2999
   King Set............... $3839

  
      Twin Set ...... $995
     Full Set......... $1399
     Queen Set ......... $1499
   King Set............... $1799

SPRING GROVE™
LUXURY FIRM

1-800-261-WOOD
802-388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com

FREE
DELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT       
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

municipal infrastructure.
Artim joined the selectboard in 

November of 2009, after a majority 
of the panel appointed him to serve 
the balance of a term vacated by 
then-Selectman Bill Perkins, who 
had moved to Colorado.

A nationally renowned fi re 
protection engineer who’s helped 
safeguard some of America’s most 
important heritage sites, Artim’s 
skills have often come in handy for 
his hometown. His opinions have 
always been sought for municipal 
construction projects. He was a 
member of the committee that 
devised upgrades to the two 
Middlebury Fire Department 
buildings, and was part of an ad 
hoc panel that presented location 
options for the Cross Street Bridge.

So it’s no coincidence that bricks 
and mortar highlight Artim’s list of 
favorite board accomplishments. 
Among them:

• In 2016, completion of the 
new, net-zero town offi ces at 77 
Main St., and the new recreation 
facility on Creek Road. The 
town received a major fi nancial 
contribution from Middlebury 
College toward the $7.5 million 
project, which included picking 
up and moving the Osborne 
House across the Otter Creek and 
demolishing the old municipal 
building at the intersection of 
College and South Main streets.

The town agreed to deed the 
former municipal building land to 
the college, which is now a public 
park. Some residents actively 
lobbied for the town offi ces to be 
rebuilt at their South Main Street 
location.

“It was not the easiest project,” 
Artim acknowledged, while 
sipping a coffee during a recent 
interview at Haymaker Buns. “But 
to be able to now go into a building 
that’s safe, clean, effi cient and will 
be with us presumably for a long, 
long time, ranks high on my list.”

• Major makeovers of the 
Middlebury fi re stations on 
Seymour and East Main streets.

Artim noted a group of 

Middlebury College students 
assisted the town in narrowing 
down the best station locations. 
And those spots turned out to 
be pretty much where they’ve 
always been — a testament to past 
planning efforts.

• Completion of the Cross Street 
Bridge in 2010, at a cost of $16 
million. The bridge continues to 
provide a critical second crossing 
of the Otter Creek.

• The recently completed 
downtown rail tunnel project, 
which supplants two decaying, 
1920s-era bridges. Middlebury 
has also netted the new downtown 
Lazarus Park, an expanded 
Triangle Park, new sidewalks and 
other amenities that were part of 
the tunnel project.

None of the aforementioned 
tasks were completed without 
some dissension among board 
members and citizens. But in 
the end, the majority made their 
preferences known at the ballot 
box and people on opposing sides 
sorted out their differences, Artim 
said.

“At the end of the day, civility 
rises and we were successful,” 
he said. “(Board members) have 
varying views, but we’re all 
colleagues and friends, and we all 
know our reason for being there is 
for the betterment of the town and 
not for our own personal egos.”

Ironically, Artim’s primary goal 
for Middlebury back then remains 
his biggest hope as he prepares 
to exit town politics: Promoting 
economic development and 
creation of new, good-paying jobs 
to attract more families to Addison 
County’s shire town.

“The thing I regret that we haven’t 
nailed yet is really the whole aspect 
of economic development,” Artim 
said.

Artim was the lone dissenter 
when the selectboard axed its 
“Offi ce of Business Development 
& Innovation” around fi ve years 
ago. The board had created that 
offi ce — staffed by Jamie Gaucher 
— to aggressively woo prospective 
employers to Middlebury. But after 
giving it a four-year run, a majority 
of the board believed the offi ce 
wasn’t paying enough dividends 
to justify its $180,000 annual 
expense, which was shared by the 
town, Middlebury College, and the 
business community.

“Economic development is a 
slow, arduous process; it’s not 
instant gratifi cation,” Artim said 
in reiterating his belief the town 
pulled the plug too soon.

Creating more local industry and 
jobs, Artim believes, will be key if 
the town is to solve some of its other 
major challenges, which include 
fi lling the public school system with 
more children to stem the tide on 
declining enrollment, and developing 
more workforce housing.
NEXT GENERATION

Young people love Vermont and 
want to be here, Artim believes. 
But they need some inducements 
to make the transition — including 
a more vibrant social scene and 
mortgages they can afford.

“It’s a matter of creating what’s 
important to that next generation,” 
he said, noting, “it’s the generation 
we’re handing this town over to. 
Let’s ask ‘What’s important to 
them,’ not (hold on to) biases or 
preferences we’ve had.”

When Artim began his 
selectboard career in 2009, 
Middlebury offi cials were still 
hoping to land big-time employers. 

The community has since 
recalibrated its expectations.

“We’re never going to have the 
large industrial plant; that’s not 
going to fi t here, and logistically 
it’s not a place where it’s going 
to happen,” Artim said. “But we 
can have centers for research and 
development, and centers for 
prototype manufacturing.”

He remains optimistic that 
Middlebury will make more strides 
in the specialty foods realm, 
having already carved out a niche 
in spirits, beer, cider and award 
winning cheese.

“We can lead — not only as a 
town, but as a county,” Artim said.

Someone who saw the value of 
Artim’s work up close is current 
selectboard Chair Brian Carpenter, 
who got coaching from Artim on 
how small town governance works.

“He always did homework on 
issues to understand other points 
of view and weighed arguments 
carefully,” Carpenter said of 
Artim. “As such, Middlebury was 
incredibly well served by Nick 
throughout his tenure. His engineer 
focus and experience in emergency 
management were valuable in 
deliberations. Nick leaves big 
shoes to fi ll and will be missed.”

 Artim won’t be part of that 
leadership going forward, but he’ll 
be available to pitch in here and 
there. He had planned to leave the 
selectboard three years ago, but 
wanted to see through the tunnel 
project. He believes it’s time to 
let someone else serve in the role. 
Meanwhile, Artim will be spending 
a lot of time traveling for his job, 
including a 10-week stint each 
year as a fi re protection engineer 
at Yellowstone National Park in 
Wyoming.

Asked what he’s enjoyed most 
about his time on the board, 
Artim quickly replied, “making 
a difference. We know we live 
in a great town, and it didn’t 
become a great town by accident. 
It’s happened by people working 
together.”

John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

Artim
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NICK  ARTIM

after months of discussion among 
council members, City Manager 
Ron Redmond, Treatment Plant 
Operator Rick Chaput and Public 
Works Director Jim Larrow. 
They also reviewed research and 
recommendations from engineering 
fi rm Hoyle, Tanner & Associates.

The bond proposal comes during a 
funding environment that they said is 
as favorable now for sewer treatment 
projects as it has been in years and is 
likely to be for the foreseeable future.

Redmond told the council he 
believes the worst-case scenario is 
“we only get $12 million in funding.”

“We can do this,” he said. “I feel 
like we’re ready to go.”

Deputy Mayor Dickie Austin said 
“conservatively” it appeared that half 
the project would be paid for, and 
that now would be the “cheapest” 
possible time to fi x the sewer system.

“(We can’t be) sitting on our 
hands and letting this environment 
pass us by when we have the ability 
to get this bond vote out there to the 
voters, and do our best to take on the 
responsibility of voter education,” 
Austin said. 

Austin also spoke to one of 
the major problems, possibly the 
major issue, to be addressed by the 
$25.5 million project that could be 
completed over the next three to fi ve 
years.

For years wastewater overfl ows 
— some measured in hundreds of 
thousands of gallons — have run 
into Otter Creek from the collection 
system’s Macdonough Drive pump 
station. And the single cast-iron 
main that runs under the river to the 
treatment plant is 60 years old. 

That pump station becomes 
overwhelmed after heavy rains, 
largely because, according to Hoyle 
Tanner’s and earlier studies, the 
city’s hundreds of sump pumps feed 
into an aging collection system that 
includes clay and rusting cast iron 
pipes. 

The Vermont Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
has repeatedly issued orders insisting 
that Vergennes solve a problem that 
contributes to Lake Champlain 
pollution.

“When we talk to people in our 
community they care that we are 
putting pollution into the river that’s 
going into the lake,” Austin said. 
“They care about the facility and the 
state that it’s in is beyond saving.”

His latter reference is to the city’s 
treatment plant on the far side of 
Otter Creek, which contains aging 
and dysfunctional equipment, 
overfl owing wastewater lagoons, 
and a system of fi lters so ineffective 
that Chaput and his help have to use 
post-treatment holding tanks as an 
extra step in settling out the solids 
the plant fails to remove from the 
waste stream.

Hoyle Tanner representatives 
insist their plans will address these 
issues and more, and councilors on 
Tuesday agreed.

“I am 100% behind this project,” 
said Councilor Sue Rakowski. “The 
way this is structured with the rate 
increases is responsible.”

Councilor Mel Hawley, who has 
seen several sewer upgrades fail to 
solve the overfl ow problem during 
his decades as fi rst city clerk and then 
city manager, was more skeptical 
about the engineering plans, if still 
hopeful.

“I don’t want to support a $25 
million project with my fi ngers 
crossed,” Hawley said. “I’m not 
stomping my feet on a $25 million 
debt as long as it solves our 

problems.”
WARNING DEBATE

The debate during Tuesday’s 
meeting was on how to present the 
bond proposal to the public, with 
a focus on how to word the bond 
warning. 

Hawley and Councilor David 
Austin favored a lower face value 
on the bond proposal to take into 
account at least $3.7 million the 
city has already nailed down for the 
project, most of which comes from 
Vermont American Rescue Plan 
(ARPA) funds.

But Hoyle Tanner project manager 
Jennie Auster also said another $3 
million earmarked by Sen. Patrick 
Leahy is “90%” secure, and has 
repeatedly told the council she is 
optimistic about another roughly $6 
million of grants, including from 
such sources as the DEC, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Rural 
Development Agency, and the Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

If all those grants come through, 
the city’s share would be $12.4 
million and could be funded by that 
gradual increase of the city’s annual 
sewer fees by $350, according to a 
handout prepared for the meeting.

In a Wednesday email to the 
Independent Hawley said the council 
should make sure that if the bond is 
approved, all the work is performed, 
and not all the grants come through, 
then that increase could be higher. 

“Given the fact that grants are 
estimated to range from $3.7 
million-$12.5 million, we should 
make that crystal clear to our 
citizens,” he wrote. “The sewer rate 
will be very different if the bond 
ends up being $21.8 million or $13 
million. We should not be sending 
an FAQ to residents with projected 
rates of $830/year knowing that they 
could be way more.”

Auster said at the meeting there 
was also hope for more grant funding, 
particularly from USDA, that could 
bring the $12.5 million fi gure higher. 
And other councilors noted the fact 
that city rates are lower than in most 
other communities has contributed to 
the problems Vergennes now faces. 

“I think the sewer rates we’ve 
been charging have been lower than 
they should have been,” Dickie 
Austin said. “Clearly we’ve been 
undercharging to maintain the 
system we have now, and the system 
has become beyond function.”

Mayor Matt Chabot joined 
those who said it was time to solve 
the persistent problems with the 
collection system and plant, even 
though, as Hawley noted, several 
earlier attempts had failed. 

“We’ve heard of all the false fi xes. 
We’ve tried this, and we’ve tried that. 
And I think that’s why I’m receptive 
to a $25 million project. Because I 
want it fi xed,” Chabot said.

Councilor Ian Huizenga and 
Rakowski emphasized it would be 
important to make it clear to residents 
that the ballot item on the warning 
offering $25.5 million list price would 
not actually be the true cost.

“It becomes incumbent upon 
this body and city staff to educate 
ratepayers it’s not $25.5 million,” 
Huizenga said. 

Redmond urged both councilors 
and residents alike to support the 
plan.

“It’s really the opportunity of a 
generation,” he said. “Vergennes has 
made it to the top of the list because it 
has a project that is viable, has needs 
to be addressed, and we’ve made a 
lot of progress with the engineering, 
the design. So we’re positioned well 
for funding.”

Vergennes
(Continued from Page 1A)
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Farm-raised Renewable Natural Gas.
Achieving your sustainability goals is easy with RNG. 
Learn more at vgsvt.com/RNG.

The two towns were responding 
to what they felt was the imminent 
closure of their schools.

The ACSD, MAUSD and other 
school districts struggling with 
declining enrollment and rising 
education costs have contemplated 
or proposed closing or repurposing 
their smallest schools, such as 
those in Ripton (53 students in 
2021) and Lincoln (82 students), in 
order to remain fi nancially viable.

Residents of Lincoln, Ripton and 
other towns believe their schools 
are essential to their communities 
— and that being physically 
present in their home community 
is essential to the education of their 
children.
THE SU QUESTION

The biggest challenge faced 
by each town will be securing 
and paying for the administrative 
services school districts are 
required by law to provide, 
including such big-ticket 
items as special education and 
transportation.

RSD had hoped to secure those 
services by joining or getting 
assigned to an existing supervisory 
union (SU), or forging a new one 
with an existing school district, 
but those efforts haven’t panned 
out, and on Aug. 24 — the same 
day Lincoln held its withdrawal 
vote — Secretary of Education 
Dan French wrote a letter to the 
VSBE recommending the RSD 
be established as its own school 
district, responsible for providing 
its own services.

If that happened, a K-12 RSD 
would “proportionally be the 
smallest school district in Vermont, 
by at least four-fold,” Witters told 
the Independent.

But instead of immediately 
implementing French’s 
recommendation, the VSBE 
advised the RSD and the ACSD to 
work out their differences. Those 
conversations are ongoing but have 
produced little movement thus far. 

The VSBE could could make a 
fi nal decision on Ripton’s bid for 
independence as soon as its next 
meeting, on Jan. 19, but RSD 
offi cials have asked for more 
time in order to explore a possible 
collaboration with Lincoln.
‘IN CASE’

On Jan. 6, the Independent
interviewed Witters and two 
Lincoln residents who helped 
spearhead that town’s withdrawal 
movement — selectboard vice 
chair Paul Forlenza and co-founder 
of Save Community Schools Jim 
Warnock — via Zoom.

They’re fascinated, they said, by 
the last paragraph of Sec. French’s 
Aug. 24 letter, which, among other 
things, points to the possibility that 
future developments may require 
more governance fl exibility.

“It may be most prudent to 
designate the (Ripton School 
District) — and any other 
withdrawing town — as its own 
(school district) for at least the next 
few years in case other changes in 
the region necessitate either the 
need for a new multi-district SU 
or some other confi guration that 
cannot yet be contemplated with 
any specifi city,” he wrote.

Indeed, there are many moving 
parts in Addison County that 
could precipitate “changes in 
the region,” including VSBE’s 

decision regarding Ripton; 
MAUSD ratifi cation of Lincoln’s 
withdrawal plan, which would 
send it to the VSBE; a potential 
merger between the MAUSD and 
the Addison Northwest School 
District; MAUSD pursuit of a 
long-range facilities plan that’s 
not immediately reconcilable with 
the terms of a possible ANWSD-
MAUSD merger; Starksboro 
pursuing its own withdrawal from 
the MAUSD; and Addison, with 
the status of its former elementary 
school building now up in the air, 
resurrecting its twice-defeated bid 
to withdraw from the ANWSD.

All of that notwithstanding, 
Witters, Forlenza and Warnock 
read the fi nal sentence of French’s 
letter as challenge to come up with 
a creative solution.
COLLABORATION

Challenge accepted.
At the moment, the three are 

working to develop models of what 
a potential supervisory union could 
look like.

To help them do that, they’ve 
engaged Dylan Patrick of the New 
Hampshire-based Holistic Impact 
Foundation, a nonprofi t focusing 
on human-centric sustainable 
solutions, and Jeffrey Valence, a 
well-respected former principal-
superintendent of The Lyme 
School, also in New Hampshire.

“It was exciting to identify and 
bring on board a couple of fellow 
travelers who kind of relish the 
possibility of creating something 
that currently doesn’t quite exist 
in Vermont, especially as it’s 
becoming apparent there is a need 
for something beyond what the 
statutes currently provide for,” 
Warnock said. “There’s a level of 
creativity that I think is driven by 
the experience these gentlemen 
bring to the table. It’s not so much 
looking at things from 30,000 feet 
(as looking at them) from the inside 
out, looking at the enormous value 
of small schools and the vibrant 
role they pay in communities.”

The big question, of course, is 
“How much will it cost taxpayers?”

Lincoln and Ripton plan to 
use the same fi nancial modeling 
process Lincoln used when 
determining the feasibility of its 
withdrawal from the MAUSD, 
Forlenza said. But it will take some 
time.

Witters emphasized that, as 
excited as they are, “we’re going 
into this with an open mind. We 
may get to the end of this work and 
say ‘our towns absolutely won’t be 
able to afford this.’ (If so,) that’s an 
answer we need to have.”

At the same time, she added, “I 
think we need to recognize that 
what this budget is going to look 
like on Year One is very different 
from what it could look like in Year 
Five, and there’s a long view — an 
exciting long view — about the 
possibility and potential that this 
partnership could create.”
STARKSBORO

Though they’re running models 
for a supervisory union consisting 
only of their two towns, Witters, 
Forlenza and Warnock believe the 
SU structure they’re designing 
could accommodate — and would 
welcome — other communities, 
should they wish to join.

But all three were clear: They’re 
not working with Starksboro to 
create a three-town supervisory 

union.
“Starksboro has a big decision 

to make,” Forlenza said. “To 
withdraw a town school is really 
huge, and they need to decide 
whatever it is that they’re going to 
decide, so we’re not encouraging 
them one way or the other.”

Forlenza and Warnock have met 
informally with the Starksboro 
Save Our Schools Committee, 
Warnock said, but the Lincoln 
contingent “is not going to fan the 
fl ames or douse the fi re.”

The Starksboro Save Our 
Schools Committee is “closely 
following developments with our 
neighbors in Ripton and Lincoln,” 
said Nancy Cornell and Herb Olson 
in an email to the Independent. “It 
remains to be seen what the future 
holds for our students’ education 
in MAUSD or in a merged district 
with ANWSD.”
TIME LINE

The landscape has changed since 
Jan. 12, 2021, withdrawal vote in 
Ripton, Witters acknowledged.

As the RSD continues its work 
with the VSBE and ACSD, it’s 
also hoping to have “substantive 
information” about a potential 
Lincoln partnership included in 
the Ripton Town Report, which 
typically goes to print in early 
February, she said.

She’s also discussing with town 
leaders “how to dive deeper into 
community outreach.”

In Lincoln, the folks from Save 
Community Schools are prepping 
for a Jan. 26 informational 
meeting, when they’ll present 
their withdrawal case to the 
other MAUSD towns and answer 
questions.

It’s by no means a foregone 
conclusion that Lincoln will 
win approval from its MAUSD 
neighbors on March 1, but “the 
feedback I’m getting is they 
certainly want to honor what 
the voters of Lincoln have 
overwhelmingly approved,” 
Forlenza said.

Though any such discussion has 
to remain informal and theoretical, 
Save Community Schools isn’t 
shying away from talking about 
its ongoing work with Witters and 
others.

After all, “one of the big 
questions people have is ‘What are 
you going to do about a supervisory 
union?” Forlenza said.

Witters hopes and believes 
the MAUSD towns will ratify 
Lincoln’s withdrawal plan.

“We (in Ripton) did a lot of 
groundwork to get the word out 
in that short time (between the 
Jan. 12 withdrawal vote and Town 
Meeting Day) and then the support 
was overwhelming when we had 
the other towns ratify our vote,” 
she said. “It really affi rms sort of 
the Vermont ethos of independence 
and mutual community support, 
and I hope to see that again for 
Lincoln.”

In the meantime, Witters 
will continue doing what she’s 
been doing — going out and 
getting whatever information is 
needed, and presenting it to her 
colleagues.

“It’s a really heartening moment 
for us to feel like we could build 
something rather than pare 
something down, which has been 
our position for quite a while in 
Ripton.”

Schools
(Continued from Page 1A)

Woodchuck, which is itself 
graduating to 600-cans-per-minute 
infrastructure at its Exchange 
Street plant. 

When/if all the fi nancial and 
logistical dominoes fall into place, 
a fl edgling beverage operation 
would be able to start small on 
Aqua ViTea’s existing 40-cans-per 
minute processor, then matriculate 
to its 100-cans-per-minute 
operation before maxing out at 
Woodchuck’s 600-cans-per-minute 
processing line.

A key component of the 
companies’ canning conception is 
a $1.5 million Capital Investment 
Program grant, which Aqua ViTea 
is seeking through the Vermont 
Agency of Commerce and 
Community Development. 

“The grant is critical,” Weaber 
said. “For us to continue investing 
in the infrastructure of this building 
when we don’t own it becomes 
really challenging. So this grant 
helps alleviate that issue.”

Aqua ViTea has come a long way 
since Weaber brewed his fi rst batch 
of kombucha in 2003. He and his 
wife Katina settled in Salisbury 
in 2005, where Jeff ramped up 
production and opened a booth at 
the Middlebury Farmers Market in 
2007. Distribution in bottles ensued 
in 2008, followed by Aqua ViTea’s 
relocation to Bristol’s industrial 
park. In 2015, continued growth 
in sales and production led to the 
company’s move to Middlebury.

At this point, Aqua ViTea 
employs 31 people who are 
producing around 750,000 case-
equivalents of kombucha each year. 
The company grew by 30% last 
year and demand for its kombucha 
continues to grow, Weaber said.

Aqua ViTea moved to canning 
in early 2019, beginning with its 
alcoholic kombucha. In short order, 
the company started canning its 
non-alcoholic kombucha, as well. 
It sold 394,260 cans of kombucha 
in 2020, with sales approaching 
1.25 million cans in 2021. 

“It was very well received,” 
Weaber said of the new receptacles. 
“So a big part of our growth plan 
right now is moving to cans as we 
expand West.”

Aqua ViTea will also keep 
cranking out 16-ounce bottles of 
kombucha, though 12-ounce cans 
appear to be the future.
FIRST IN CANS

Weaber proudly notes Aqua 
ViTea was among the fi rst 
companies to put kombucha in 
a can.  He signed a deal with 
a New Hampshire company to 
secure a mobile canning line, a 
common practice among new craft 
breweries.

“They show up at your facility 
with a truck and unload this little, 
four-head fi ller and they connect 
to your tank and do the packaging 
for you,” Weaber said of the 
service.

“It’s more expensive than doing 
it yourself, but you’re not having to 
maintain the equipment,” he said.

Eventually, Aqua ViTea 
contracted for a small canning 
line at its Pond Lane facility. The 
company’s New Hampshire partner 
still provides workers to do the 
packaging.

“It’s nice for us to have that 
fl exibility, but it erodes the margin 
quite a bit,” Weaber said.

JEFF WEABER HOLDS cans of his company’s Aqua ViTea 
kombucha, which is made in Middlebury. Aqua ViTea hopes to use 
a $1.5 million grant to ramp up production of its popular drinks and 
become a major incubator for small startup beverage companies.

Independent photo/Steve James

AquaViTea 
(Continued from Page 1A)

He reasoned Aqua ViTea is now 
ready to take on its own packaging. 
So the company signed an option 
to buy Woodchuck’s 100-cans-per-
minute line. It will take several 
million dollars to acquire and 
install that infrastructure. But the 
payoff, Weaber noted, would be 
more jobs and extending a helping 
hand to entrepreneurs who could 
further solidify Middlebury’s 
reputation as a beverage hub.

Offi cials at Aqua ViTea expect 
sales of around 40 million cans of 
kombucha over the next fi ve years 
if its partnership with Woodchuck 
goes through. Landing the $1.5 
million CIP grant is expected to 
result in Aqua ViTea adding more 
than 25 new employees within 
fi ve years, according to company 
projections.

Aqua ViTea is currently 
helping around a half-dozen 
young beverage companies with 
packaging. Local clients include 
WhistlePig, which recently 
launched a ready-to-drink cocktail 
in a can.

“We’re talking to new people 
every day,” Weaber said. “The 
majority of them are new-ish 
companies, or startups. So their 
volumes are increasing; some of 
them might not make it. A lot of 
them are coming from Vermont, 
and some are local to Addison 
County.”

Absent the $1.5 million CIP 
grant, Aqua ViTea would have 
to “fully reassess (the project),” 
Weaber said. “We still have the 
small canning line, and have that to 
fall back on.”

The company has an option with 
its New Hampshire mobile canning 
contractor to add another in-house 
packaging line, but that wouldn’t 
be ideal, according to Weaber.

“It’s not helping to grow jobs in 
Vermont; we’d basically be helping 
to grow jobs in New Hampshire,” 
he lamented.
FILLING THE GAP

“But for this grant, we wouldn’t 
be able to do this, and Vermont 
would be losing that ‘middle 
ground,’” Weaber added. “There 
aren’t a lot of people who have 
that size line already; the 100 is 
considered a rather large line, and 
(Woodchuck) is moving to 600. It 
creates this huge gap between the 
mobile canning guy at 30 cans per 
minute, to someone at 600 cans per 
minute.”

So Weaber is crossing his fi ngers 
that Aqua ViTea’s application 
makes the cut in what is a very 
competitive Capital Investment 
Program. The state received 124 
applications seeking a total of 
$91 million, and there’s only 
$10.5 million to award, noted 
Fred Kinney, executive director 
of the Addison County Economic 
Development Corp. (ACEDC).

“This is a very exciting project 
for Addison County and Vermont,” 
Kenney said of Aqua ViTea’s 
proposal. “It has the potential 
to increase beverage start-ups 
and support scaled growth of 
the beverage industry, a primary 
economic driver and job creation 
sector for Addison County.”

He noted ACEDC was very 
supportive of the launch of the CIP 
grants, made possible by a portion 
of federal American Recue Plan 
Act resources received by Vermont. 
The ACEDC is supporting seven 
Addison County applications for 
CIP money, including a Danforth 
Pewter proposal.

“The ACEDC will push for 
additional funding for the program 
this year,” Kenney promised.
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MIDDLEBURY AGWAY FARM & GARDEN
338 Exchange Street, Middlebury VT • 802-388-4937

Mon - Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5, Sun 9-4 • MiddleburyAgway.com

               YOUR YARD, GARDEN and PET PLACE™  • 802-388-4937

Open
 7 days

Happy New Year
and Thank you for your 

Business & Support!
All offers good on in-stock items, while supplies last. Offers expire 1/22/22.

SKU: CTOP10

$49.99

#10

Kids Winter Carhartt

 #8
Vaporizer Rock Salt 

 #5   Half Price
Custom Engraved While You Wait!

#6

          
Dog Wash Tokens

Buy 2 – Get 
the 3rd FREE! 

#6

                  Pet Tags

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION COUPONAPPRECIATION COUPON

#3

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY COUPON
Valid through

1/22/22

30% Off
Lined Pants, Long Sleeve Shirts & Bodysuits, 

Sweatshirts, Sweatpants,Jackets and Gift Sets

#4

CELEBRATE 2022 CELEBRATE 2022 with theTOP TEN TOP TEN DealsDeals
 now through January 22, 2022 now through January 22, 2022!!   

PLUS one extra bonus coupon!PLUS one extra bonus coupon!
#9

$26.99

#7Agway
Black Oil Sunfl ower Seed Vaporizer Rock Salt 

$5.99Ice Melter
50lb

SKU: CTOP10

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION COUPON

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY COUPON
Valid through

1/22/22

APPRECIATION COUPON
#2

SKU: CTOP10

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION COUPON

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY COUPON
Valid through

1/22/22

APPRECIATION COUPON
#1

SKU: CTOP10

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION COUPON

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY COUPON
Valid through

1/22/22

*excluding Agway Mealworm Flavor.*excluding Agway Mealworm Flavor.

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION COUPON

Free Agway
Suet * with a 
purchase of 

$25
or more

Excluding Kids Clearance styles

In-stock items only, while supplies last.
 Cannot be combined with any other discount, 

in-store offer or coupon. One coupon per 
customer.

  In-stock items only, while supplies last. 
Cannot be combined with any other discount, 
in-store offer or coupon. If item is already on 

sale, you get whichever is the best deal!

ANY $100
$5 OFF

 ANY purchase
of $20.00 or more

This Coupon MAY BE 
COMBINED with 

EVERY other coupon
offer or discount!

$10 off
$75 or more 

of Dry/Frozen Dog
and Cat Foods

In-stock items only, while supplies last. 
Cannot be combined with any other discount, 
in-store offer or coupon. If item is already on 

sale, you get whichever is the best deal!

$30 OFF
or more 
Carhartt 

purchase

Use on accessories, pants, women’s newly received winter styles, men’s fl annel shirts and more!

Men’s Bibs, 
Jackets & Vests

50lb

  25% Off

25lbSave $5

#10#10

Kids Winter Carhartt
Lined Pants, Long Sleeve Shirts & Bodysuits, 

Sweatshirts, Sweatpants,Jackets and Gift Sets

Zignature Dog Food
Turkey Formula

her nonprofit agency, with offices 
on Creek Road in Middlebury, has 
about eight of the iPads that its 
peer coaches have been using since 
this past spring. COVID-19-related 
grants funded their purchase, and 
Turning Point hopes to buy more 
as funding permits.

Mayhew said many of the iPads 
had been deployed in motels that 
have hosted the homeless. But 
now that the state is phasing out a 
program to place unhoused people 
in hotels and motels, Turning 
Point has shifted the tablets to 
Middlebury’s Charter House and 
John Graham Housing & Services 
in Vergennes, both of which shelter 
the homeless, some of whom have 
substance abuse disorders.

Turning Point also has plans to 
place iPads in medical practices, 
and would like to expand their 
presence in police departments. 
Turning Point has already given 
one to Bristol Police Chief Bruce 
Nason, who is also receptive to the 
idea, but Mayhew said the device 
is not yet operational and awaits 
reprogramming.

The Vergennes department was a 
logical place to start, Mayhew said, 
because of Merkel’s commitment 
to the idea and because Turning 
Point and other social service 
agencies have participated in his 
department’s Project Vision North 
initiative. 

That program, modeled after the 
Rutland’s successful Project Vision 
collaborative program, regularly 

brings together city police and 
agencies such as Turning Point, 
AgeWell, John Graham Housing, 
Vermont Probation and Parole, 
and the Department for Children 
and Families to pool resources 
and, when privacy laws permit, 
information on clients. 

“It’s because of George Merkel’s 
passion for this project, and 
we’re trying to model the Project 
Vision in Rutland,” Mayhew 
said. “He’s really trying to 
bring health and human services 
and law enforcement to work 
collaboratively, to help solve some 
of the problems rather than just 
arrest people. And I think that’s a 
good model to follow.”
QUALIFIED HELP

Mayhew described Turning 
Point’s approach to supporting 
those dealing with a substance 
abuse disorder. 

“We are professionalizing peer 
support. So all our peer recovery 
coaches go through a certification 
process. They have to have over 
500 hours of working in a recovery 
center, a certain amount of 
supervision. They have to have CE 
(continuing education) every year 
just like other clinicians,” Mayhew 
said.

She added, “We offer peer 
support, which is very powerful. 
It’s evidence-based for folks who 
are either struggling with substance 
abuse disorder, or people who are 
family members related to this 
disease.”

Statistics show that work is 

necessary. CDC data showed drug 
overdose deaths nationwide in 
2020 rose by 30%, while the rate 
in Vermont spiked by 58%, the 
highest state increase in the U.S. 
that year. 

According to Turning Point data, 
the center handled 9,100 sign-ins 
between July 2020 and June 2021 

and is serving more than 50 people. 
Merkel said the ability to offer 

support to those who need help 
on the spot should prove to be a 
critical preventative option for 
his officers, who often deal with 
people in stressful situations. 

“When somebody is having one 
of those moments, and they’re at 

that point, it’s critical to get them 
the help they need. And this tablet 
is going to be a very valuable tool 
to have so the officer can not only 
keep the person safe, but also say, 
‘I have access to a coach,’” Merkel 
said.

“It gives a person in crisis a 
person to talk to outside of law 

enforcement, a person to talk to, 
help them work through it, and 
possibly bring in other resources 
that they need at a critical time.”  

Mayhew talked about the benefits 
of immediacy and the personal 
connection offered by a peer coach.

“You can literally push a button 
and see the face of a recovery 
coach,” she said. “They can 
actually see the face of someone 
who has lived experience. We can 
not only say ‘I can help you,’ but 
‘I’ve been there before.’”

And, Mayhew said, that initial 
call started by an officer handing 
over an iPad can lead to much 
more. 

“We do the coaching piece, and 
we do navigation of resources. 
So once we establish them in our 
program we can help navigate 
them to other resources that are 
our community partners. They can 
get a full wraparound to deal with 
the underlying issues that might be 
causing that initial phone call to 
law enforcement,” she said.
BIGGER PICTURE

Both Mayhew and Merkel hope 
the program can be expanded if 
funding allows, and if it works out 
in Vergennes.

Merkel has no worries on that 
count: “Rest assured it’s going to 
be successful in my department.” 

Mayhew said peer coaches 
have ridden along with officers in 
Brattleboro, but she is not aware 
of the iPad approach being used 
elsewhere. She said expanding this 
method of cooperation with law 
enforcement agencies makes sense, 
given they are often the first to deal 
with people in substance abuse 
crises.

“They are out on the road, not 
always in the office. The iPad 
seemed like a creative way to have 
access to people immediately, 
really in those most vulnerable 
moments when people are willing 
to think about rehab or treatment,” 
she said.

Both also said the city police 
department’s Project Vision North 
effort has paid dividends, and 
should continue to do so.

“I definitely find value in 
it,” Mayhew said, citing as an 
example one case that saw Turning 
Point, AgeWell and the city 
police work together. “We have 
already collaborated on a couple 
individuals.”  

Merkel cites fewer calls to his 
department from certain addresses 
once issues were handled by 
other agencies after discussions at 
Project Vision meetings.

“Let’s say someone from 
Turning Point sees that we’ve dealt 
with somebody who’s had a drug 
overdose. They’re listening in, 
they can do that cross-reference, 
and they can develop a plan from 
there,” Merkel said. “The bottom 
line is we’re all working together.”

Meanwhile, the Turning Point 
Center is seeking American Rescue 
Plan Act funding from all Addison 
County towns for a hoped-for 
move into the former Shannon 
Street home of St. Mary’s School 
in Middlebury from its current 
headquarters. 

“We could really expand our 
services and continue the work 
we’re doing,” Mayhew said. 
“We’ve really outgrown our current 
facility … The sustainability of this 
program is dependent on ongoing 
community support.”

Andy Kirkaldy is at andyk@
addisonindependent.com.

City police 
(Continued from Page 1A)

TURNING POINT CENTER of Addison County staffers Allison Cherrier, left, Jennifer Mayhew and Chip Mitiguy talk with Vergennes Police 
Chief George Merkel. The two agencies are collaborating on a new program to allow officers to provide those in need immediate remote 
access recovery coaches. 

Independent photo/Steve James
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Women’s hockey nips
Gulls, still unbeaten 

Nordic skiers compete 
in Tour de Chittenden

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

1/8 CVU/MMU vs. MUHS ..................1-0
1/12 MUHS at Rice ..........................Late

Boys’ Hockey
1/8 MUHS at U-32 .................Postponed
1/12 Stowe at MUHS .......................Late

Boys’ Basketball
1/7 Mt. Abe at OV ..................Postponed
1/7 Stowe at VUHS ....Postponed to 1/24 
1/7 MUHS at Fair Haven .......Postponed
1/10 Rutland vs MUHS ..................67-43
1/11 Mt. Anthony vs OV .................59-48
1/12 VUHS at Missisquoi .................Late
1/12  North Country at Mt. Abe ........Late

Girls’ Basketball
1/5 Colchester vs VUHS ................44-43
1/8 VUHS at North Country ...Postponed
1/8 Mt. Abe at Enosburg ........Postponed 
1/8 Windsor at OV .................Postponed
1/8 MUHS vs Missisquoi ................36-34
1/11 Rutland vs OV ........................52-29 
1/11 VUHS at Missisquoi .......Postponed
1/11 Colchester at Mt. Abe ....Postponed

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

1/8 Midd vs Endicott ................. 2-1 (OT)
1/11 Plattsburgh at Midd ........Postponed

Men’s Hockey
1/7 Trinity vs Midd ..............................5-0
1/8 Wesleyan vs Midd .......................3-1
1/11 Amherst vs Midd ........................6-3

Men’s Basketball
1/7 Midd vs Amherst ......................78-64
1/8 Midd vs Hamilton .....................67-59

Women’s Basketball
1/7 Midd at Amherst ...............Postponed
1/8 Midd at Hamilton ..............Postponed
1/11 WPI vs Midd ...........................53-49

Middlebury wrestlers win in New Hampshire competition
WINNISQUAM, N.H. — Two 

Middlebury Union High School 
freshman wrestlers earned their 
first tournament titles at a New 
Hampshire event on Saturday, and 
other Tigers held their own at the 
Winnisquam Winter Classic.

Alex Sperry and Avery Carl were 
the wrestlers who broke through 

for their first championships. 
On the way to his title at 113 

pounds, Sperry went 3-0 with a 
pin in the first round, a 9-1 major 
decision in the semifinal, and a 
second-period pin in the final.

Carl had a tougher road at 132, 
winning four times after starting 
as the No. 4 seed. He reached the 

semifinal match with a pin and a 
12-1 major decision in his first two 
outings. 

In the semi he faced the second 
seed, a 2021 New Hampshire 
Division III place-winner, and 
pinned him in the second round. 
Carl then pinned the defending 
D-III N.H. state champion in 1:12 

in the final. 
Also winning matches for 

MUHS were:
• Senior Tucker Kennett, who 

went 2-2 and placed sixth at 160.
• Senior Calvin Kennett, who 

went 3-2 and placed fourth at 170. 
• Sophomore Owen Larrow, 

who went 4-2 and placed fifth at 

170.
• Junior Nick Sheldrick, who 

went 3-0 in exhibition matches at 
285.

Also competing for the Tigers 
were Keagan Stone at 120, Layne 
Chant at 138, and Milo Gordon at 
145.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

College women’s hockey coach Bill 
Mandigo could be philosophical 
after Saturday’s home game. 

His team, top-ranked in NCAA 
Division III, had just dodged an 
upset by visiting No. 10 Endicott. 
Mandigo’s 9-0 Panthers won, 2-1, 
by scoring the tying goal with 
goalie Sophia Merageas pulled and 
1:11 to go, and the winning goal 
on an overtime breakaway — just 
after Merageas had sticked aside an 
Endicott breakaway. 

And Mandigo had watched 
Endicott goalie Michaela O’Brien 
stop 40 shots in a game in which 
the Panthers outshot the Gulls, 
42-15. 

“Games with goalies, strange 
things happen, right?” Mandigo 
said.

The game was the second time 
the Panthers had to rally this season 
for a 2-1 victory over the stingy 
9-3-1 Gulls.

On Saturday, Mandigo credited 
his team’s play, Endicott’s careful 
“pack-it-in” defense, and O’Brien’s 
effort.

“The kids played hard. I thought 
we moved the puck. Their goalie 

is good. I don’t know how many 
quality chances we had,” he said. 
“They know what they’re doing. 
It’s big ice, so they’re not going to 
chase us all over the ice. They’re 
going to sit in front of the net and 
play defense in a small area.”

Despite the Panthers’ 14-5 
advantage in first-period shots, 
dangerous chances were few. 
Early on O’Brien stopped a Katie 
Hargrave backhand on a feed from 
senior captain Madie Leidt, and 
later in the period Raia Schluter set 
up Molly MacQueen with a cross-
crease pass and O’Brien down, but 
a defender sticked away the puck 
with an open net looming.

Panther defender Claudia 
Vira broke up a promising Gull 
three-on-two rush, and in the final 
seconds Merageas stopped Jess 
Burwell’s screened bid from the 
left circle.

The Panthers outshot the Gulls in 
the second period, 18-2, including 
seven shots in the first 1:17. 

O’Brien stopped a Cat Appleyard 
wraparound attempt early on, later 
on denied defender Cece Ziegler’s 
slapper through traffic from the 
right circle, and on a Panther RAIA SCHLUTER FLIPS home the game-winning overtime backhander for the Middlebury women’s hockey team vs. Endicott on Saturday. 

The Panthers, ranked No. 1 in NCAA Division III, improved to 9-0. 
Independent photo/Steve James (See Hockey, Page 3B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
CHITTENDEN COUNTY — 

Nordic skiers from Middlebury 
and Mount Abraham union high 
schools and Ripton’s North Branch 
School fared well at the annual Tour 
de Chittenden, a three-day, three-
location event that concluded on 
Monday. 

On the girls’ side, Tiger ninth-
graders Beth McIntosh and Ava 
Schneider finished second and 
fourth, respectively, in combined 
times in events held at Colchester 
High School, the Ethan Allen Firing 
Range in Bolton, and Cochran’s Ski 
Area in Richmond.

McIntosh won the sprint event at 
CHS on Jan. 6, took second in the 
6-kilometer classic race in Bolton 
on Saturday, and was third in the 
hill climb at Cochran’s on Monday. 
Schneider was eighth in the sprint, 
third in the classic, and second in the 
hill climb.

MUHS senior Lia Robinson was 
the next best overall female finisher 
locally, taking 17th, and North 
Branch School independent Estella 
Laird took 18th overall in a field of 
74 that competed in all three events.

MUHS senior Eliot Schneider 

posted the best results among local 
boys, taking 21st. Eagle independent 
Lorenzo Atocha finished 23rd after 
an 18th-place finish in Monday’s hill 
climb that was the best local result in 
a boys’ race, and Tiger junior Trey 
Bosworth was 24th in the field of 88 
that finished all three events.

Team scores were unavailable. 
The top finisher and local girls’ 

placings and times were:
1. Isabelle Serrano, U-32, 34:35.
2. Beth McIntosh, MUHS, 34:50.
4. Ava Schneider, MUHS, 35:20.
17. Lia Robinson, MUHS, 40:32.
18. Estella Laird, North Branch, 

40:54.
19. Astrid Olsen, MUHS, 41:14.
33. Ella Landis, MUHS, 43:59.
40. Naomi Brightman, MUHS, 

46:10.
50. Ari Graham-Gurland, MUHS, 

48:01.
55. Dahlia Harrison-Irwin, 

MUHS, 48:55.
The top finisher and local boys’ 

placings and times were:
1. Tzevi Schwartz, U-32, 29:04.6.
21. Eliot Schneider, MUHS, 

33:32.6.
23. Lorenzo Atocha, Mt. Abe, 

34:27.3.

24. Trey Bosworth, MUHS, 
34:31.5.

27. Haakon Olsen, MUHS, 
35:14.2.

29. Abel Atocha, Mt. Abe, 35:21.9.
43. Matthew Berg, MUHS, 

37:24.4.
49. Aaron Carr-Perlow, MUHS, 

38:39.5.
52. Baker Nelson, MUHS, 39:18. EAGLE INDEPENDENT NORDIC skier Abel Atocha finished 29th 

among 88 male skiers in the Tour de Chittenden, which wrapped up 
Monday and included freestyle, classic and hill-climbing events.

Photo courtesy of Joe McVeigh

MUHS FRESHMAN BETH McIntosh took second place among 
girls in the Tour de Chittenden, a three-leg Nordic competition that 
included freestyle and classic skiing and a hill climb and concluded 
on Monday.

Photo courtesy of Joe McVeigh

The ice on the lake is about four 
inches thick — just thick enough to 
be considered safe for ice fishing, 
but still thin enough that it proves 
quicker to chop holes with an ax than 
to drill them with my hand auger. 
I’m awake, dressed, and out on the 
lake 40 minutes before dawn to set 
up my ice fishing tip-ups. In the pre-
dawn light and with cold fingers, I 
struggle to bait the first couple hooks 
with the little live shiners I bought 
the night before. But I manage to get 
the first one down into the water just 
as Maine’s legal ice fishing season 
starts: half an hour before sunrise on 
Jan. 1.

My son Peter and daughter-in-
law McKenna had cut the first four 
holes for me the previous evening, 
before I arrived. Most years, those 
holes would have been skimmed 
over with a quarter inch of ice by 
morning. On a particularly cold 
year, an inch or more might have 
frozen. But this New Year’s Day 
dawns unseasonably warm. The 
night temperature never dropped 
below freezing, and the holes are 

still open. Although my fingers get 
progressively colder from baiting 
the hooks, in about 10 minutes 
I’m able to get four tip-ups set and 
loaded without having to cut through 
any ice. 

Since Maine allows five tip-ups 
per licensed ice fisher, I get the 
hatchet and prepare to 
cut a fifth hole. An old 
acquaintance and two of 
his friends come out on 
the ice to fish nearby. They 
have 15 tip-ups between 
them, and a power auger. 
We chat for a moment, 
and then I get back to my 
cutting (feeling only a 
little jealous of their power 
auger). Except I’ve barely 
gotten started cutting the fifth hole 
when a flag goes up on one of my 
tip-ups telling me that something 
has hit my bait. 

Between heavy cloud cover above 
and fog at ice level, there is very little 
evidence of the sunrise. However, 
my watch tells me it’s dawn: about 
18 minutes past seven o’clock. I 

walk to the tip-up. I can see the 
spool of line below the ice, spinning 
away, indicating that I do indeed 
have a fish on. Using the spinning of 
the spool as a guide, I give the fish 
a moment to run, then pause, then 
turn the bait in its mouth, and then 
start swimming again. Then I grab 

the line and set the hook. 
A minute later I’ve pulled 
a fresh brook trout out onto 
the ice. 

Up in the window of the 
cabin, lights have come 
on. My wife and daughter-
in-law are watching from 
the window. I put on some 
more bait and reset the tip-

up. Then I return to where 
I’ve started the fifth hole, 

and I finish cutting a square out of 
the ice. I bait another hook and set up 
my final tip-up. When I turn around, 
I have another flag up. I soon have a 
second trout out on the ice. 

Two fresh trout. Lunch for five if 
nobody is greedy. It’s also the daily 
limit of trout for one angler on this 
lake, and it’s not even half an hour 

after sunrise. Legally I could leave 
my tip-ups out since I’m allowed 
to keep other species, such as cusk, 
pickerel  or salmon. A salmon 
would be a really nice addition. 
However, the most likely result of 
leaving out baited tip-ups is that I’d 
hook more trout, which I couldn’t 
legally keep, but which would likely 
die if I tried to release them. (Unlike 
fly fishing, ice fishing with live bait 
is not a catch-and-release sport. The 
fish usually swallow the bait, and 
they can’t be unhooked without a lot 
of injury.) So I prepare to bring in 
my tip-ups for the day, feeling a mix 
of satisfaction at the quick success 
and disappointed that I’m done.

That’s when McKenna comes to 
the rescue. Within a few minutes, 
she has bought a three-day Maine 
fishing license. Instead of pulling in 
my tip-ups, we cut five more holes, 
and bait five more tip-ups. It’s even 
more fun, doing it with somebody 
else. The effort pays off. By the end 
of the day, McKenna has hauled in 
two of her own fish — though the 
final flag doesn’t go up until half 

an hour before sunset as the day is 
winding down. 

As we share fresh trout with the 
family for lunch, we make our plans 
for getting up the next morning also. 
And maybe the morning after that. 
In fact, I’m already thinking about 
next year.

MCKENNA DICKERSON 
SHOWS the trout she caught on 
New Year’s Day and the tip-up 
she used to do it.

Photo by Matthew Dickerson

Catching fresh trout part of New Year’s Day ritual
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DuneSpa

Exceptional Bodywork
and Skin Care

“Wellness is more than the absence of illness.”
50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Jim Condon Jim Condon  ..... 802-388-4880 or 802-475-2349
    SomaWork
Caryn Etherington Caryn Etherington  ............  802-388-4882 ext. 3
    Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork
Charlotte BishopCharlotte Bishop ................ 802-388-4882 ext. 4
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue
JoAnne KenyonJoAnne Kenyon ............................... 802-388-0254

Energy Work                www.joanne.abmp.com
Winfield Kelley, D.C. Winfield Kelley, D.C.  ........................ 802-453-6010
    Chiropractic Treatment
Donna Belcher, M.A.Donna Belcher, M.A. ..................... 802-388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master
Nancy TellierNancy Tellier.................... 802-388-4882 ext. 1
    Ortho-Bionomy®
Hyla DickinsonHyla Dickinson...................................... 802-989-2969
     Therapeutic Massage, Lymph Drainage
 Craniosacral & Visceral Manipulation

Practitioner  Practitioner  
of the Weekof the Week

Donna Belcher, 
M.A., psychologist-
master, has been 
in private practice 
in Vermont for 34 
years. She has felt 
privileged to work 
with a wide variety 
of people. She has 
experience with 
such challenges 
as: depression, 
anxiety, grief, 
chronic illness, 
divorce, caregiver 
burnout, work 
stress, mid life 
transitions and 
developing a 
deeper connection with creativity 
and life purpose.

My office is currently open for both 
telephone and online appointments.

Most insurances now cover 
telephone and video.

Donna Belcher, 
MA Licensed 
Psychologist 

- Master, 
Psychotherapy
 & Hypnosis

SomaworkSomaworkss    ••    MiddleburMiddleburyy,,  VT VT 
802-388-3362 802-388-3362 

MIDDLEBURY — Two home 
NESCAC wins by the men’s 
basketball team highlighted 
recent Middlebury College 
action. 

Elsewhere, the men’s hockey 
team found league play tougher, 
suffering a trio of setbacks, while 
Panther women’s basketball lost 
a non-league home game after 
a pair of weekend NESCAC 
postponements.

The women’s hockey team, 
ranked No. 1 in NCAA Division 
III, hosted No. 10 Endicott on 
Saturday; see story in Page 1B.
MEN’S BASKETBALL

On Friday night the Panther 
men’s basketball team (11-2, 
2-0 NESCAC) pulled away from 
visiting Amherst in the late going 
to prevail, 78-64, in the NESCAC 
opener for both teams. 

A back-and-forth first half 
ended in a 31-31 tie. The 
Mammoths earned a 48-44 lead 
midway through the second half, 
but the Panthers went on top for 
good with 11 unanswered points, 
a run capped by a three from Sam 
Stevens, to make it 55-48 with 
8:16 remaining. 

Amherst chipped away at the 
deficit and cut the lead to 58-55, 
but the Panthers took charge with 
a 7-0 run. Middlebury went 13 
for 13 at the free-throw line in the 
final few minutes to nail down the 
win. 

Stevens led all players with a 
career-high 28 points, including 
five three-pointers in nine 
attempts. Alex Sobel recorded 
his eighth double-double of 
the season with 24 points and 
a game-high 15 boards, while 
blocking three shots. Noah Osher 
chipped in with nine points and 
three steals for the Panthers.

Canin Reynolds paced the 
Mammoths by hitting five treys 
for 15 points, while Will Scherer 
had 12 points and pulled down 
nine boards.

On Saturday the Panthers 
completed their weekend 
NESCAC sweep and earned their 

ninth straight victory by defeating 
visiting Hamilton, 67-59. The 
Continentals dropped to 6-6, 0-2 
in the league. Sobel sparked the 
Panthers with 28 points and a 
career-high 21 rebounds.

The Panthers trailed early, but 
took the lead for good at 16-15 of 
the first half, and soon stretched 
it out to 28-20. Hamilton’s Liam 
Regan sank a three to cut the 
lead to five with just over three 
minutes left before the break, but 
the Panthers closed the half on 
a 5-0 run in which Sobel scored 
twice inside and hit a free throw. 

The closest Hamilton came in 
the second half was 44-38 at 9:20. 
The Panthers led by as many as 
11 in the final minute, when they 
hit six of eight free throws to hold 
off the Continentals. 

Sobel’s 21 rebounds tie him 
with Dylan Sinnickson for the 
fourth-best single-game total in 
program history, and his work 
helped the Panthers outrebound 
Hamilton, 46-32. It was also 
his ninth double-double in 13 
games. Stevens added 17 points, 
including four three-pointers, and 
Osher chipped in with 11 points 
and five boards.

Hank Morgan led Hamilton 
with 14 points, while Anderson 
recorded 12 points and 12 
rebounds.
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

The women’s basketball team 
saw weekend games at Amherst 
and Hamilton postponed. The 
6-5 Panthers are scheduled to 
host two NESCAC games this 
weekend, starting with Colby at 7 
p.m. on Friday.

On Tuesday non-league foe 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
improved to 11-1 by edging the 
Panthers, 53-49.

The teams traded runs in a first 
half that ended with the visiting 
Engineers up by 28-26.

WPI never trailed in the second 
half, but couldn’t put away the 
Panthers. The Engineers took an 
eight-point lead in the third, but 
two Reagan McDonald three-

pointers helped erase almost all 
of it.

Eventually, the Panthers tied 
the score at 47-47 with 6:51 
remaining, but saw their offense 
stall as WPI scored the game’s 
only four points over the next five 
minutes to make it 51-47 with 
just under two minutes to go. 

Two free throws from Alexa 
Mustafaj brought the Panthers 
within 51-49 a minute to go, but 
the Engineers hit two free throws 
in the final seconds to nail down 
the win.

Mustafaj led all players with 19 
points, while Gianna Palli pulled 
down a game-high 13 boards 
and chipped in eight points, and 
Claire Miller added 10 points. 

Alex Scariati paced WPI with 
15 points and 10 rebounds, 
and Adriana Niles and Emily 
Raynowska each scored 10. 
MEN’S HOCKEY

After three league losses the 
Panther men’s hockey team stands 
at 1-7, 0-6 in NESCAC play, with 
a Friday game at Plattsburgh up 
next.

On this past Friday the Panthers 
dropped a 5-0 NESCAC decision 
at Trinity. The Bantams, who 
improved to 5-4, 3-2 NESCAC, 
took a 2-0 lead in the first period 
on two goals by Gerrard Maretta, 
the second one coming on a late 
power play. 

Chris Garbe had two good 
chances on a Panther power play, 
but was denied by Trinity goalie 
Patrick Pugliese. Pugliese also 
made a good stop on Cole Joslin 
in the second period.

Trinity put the game away 
with a three-goal third period, 
with Paul Selleck, Devin Tongue 
and Nicholas Siffring doing the 
damage. 

Pugliese worked a 29-save 
shutout for Trinity, while Panther 
goalie Adam Wisco finished with 
38 saves.

On Saturday host Wesleyan 
hung on for a 3-1 victory over 
the Panthers. The Cardinals 
scored 2:21 into the game on a 

D.J. Dixon breakaway, and then 
3:33 into the second period, when 
Stevie O’Connor converted a 
behind-the-net pass.

The Panthers made it 2-1 at 
15:40 of the period when Jake 
Oblak netted a rebound from the 
doorstep after back-to-back stops 
by Cardinal goalie Erik Voloshin. 

The Panthers pressed during 
a third-period power play, but 
could not break through, and the 
Cardinals added an empty-netter. 
Voloshin finished with 25 saves, 
while Jake Horoho made 29 saves 
for the Panthers. 

In a Tuesday game postponed 
from earlier in the season, visiting 
Amherst (3-6-1, 2-4-1) netted 
five goals in the second period on 
the way to a 6-3 victory over the 
Panthers. 

Middlebury took a 1-0 first-
period lead on Sam Amato’s first 
career goal, but the Mammoths 
scored five unanswered in the 
second period, starting with 4:23 
gone and making it 5-1 with 1.2 
seconds left. 

Garbe and Emack Bentley 
sandwiched third-period scores 
around the final Amherst tally. 

Amherst goalie Michael Pitts 
scored three times for Amherst, 
and goalie Connor Leslie made 
24 saves. Wisco made 14 saves in 
two periods for Middlebury, and 
Horoho stopped four shots in the 
third period. 

Men’s basketball wins highlight Panther slate

PANTHER LUCAS SHIN moves past a Hamilton defender during Middlebury’s 67-57 victory on Saturday 
over the Continentals. Panther men’s basketball improved to 2-0 in NESCAC and 11-2 overall with the 
result.

Independent photo/Steve James

PANTHER FORWARD ALEX Sobel draws a foul early in the 
Middlebury men’s basketball team’s win over Hamilton on Saturday, 
which improved the Panthers to 11-2, 2-0 in NESCAC play. Sobel 
scored 28 points and grabbed a career-high 21 rebounds in the game.

Independent photo/Steve James

For more information, email 
Christy Lynn at middskibum@gmail.com
Do you like to ski? Join for some friendly competition with Friday 
afternoon races and put the smack down on your buddy. 
All skiing levels welcome (as long as you can make it down the Allen)!

Starting Friday, Jan. 14
For more information email middskibum@gmail.com 
or Margaret Eagan at eagan53@myfairpoint.net
Do you like to ski? Join on Friday afternoons for some friendly competition at 
the Middlebury Snow Bowl. 
All skiing levels welcome (as long as you can make it down the Allen)! $25 registration fee.
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Memorial Sports Center
296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT

802-388-1238
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Upcoming Events

SKATE SHARPENING
AVAILABLE DURING ALL EVENTS

 Published schedules subject to change. 
See MSC website for latest updates

Thursday, January 13, 2022
Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am

Friday, January 14, 2022
Stick & Puck 3:30 - 5:00 pm
Saturday, January 15, 2022

Public Skating 12:00 - 1:30 pm
Monday, January 17, 2022

Public Skating 1:45 - 3:15 pm
Tuesday, January 18, 2022

Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am
Thursday, January 20, 2022

Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am
Stick & Puck 3:30 - 5:00 pm

Friday, January 21, 2022
Stick & Puck 3:30 - 5:00 pm
Saturday, January 22, 2022

Public Skating 10:35 am - 12:15 pm
Tuesday, January 25, 2022

Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am
Thursday, January 27, 2022

Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am

power play thwarted Leidt twice 
from the left circle. Her best 
save might have come midway 
through the period on Schluter’s 
point-blank rebound bid of a 
Sabrina Kim shot.

For two periods the Panthers 
were first to almost every loose 
puck and often penned the Gulls 
in their own end. 

That changed as the third period 
opened. The opening faceoff slid 
in on Merageas, and she chose to 
freeze the puck for a faceoff. The 
Gulls then prevented the Panthers 
from clearing the puck with hard 
work that paid off with Courtney 
Sullivan’s goal 41 seconds into 
the period. 

In a scramble the puck popped 
to Sullivan to the right of the net, 
and she flipped in a backhand. 
The Panthers were not as sharp 
for much of the period, but as 
time ticked down they picked 
up their play, and a crisp pass 
from the right point found Jordan 
Hower alone out front. Hower 
tried to find the upper right corner 
with a backhand, but O’Brien 
shouldered it away.

Mandigo called for time at 1:28 

and pulled Merageas. Leidt won 
a faceoff in the right circle back 
to defender Eva Hendrikson, who 
slid the puck across to Vira at the 
left point. Her one-time slapper 
zipped through a knot of players 
and into the right side of the net.

At first Mandigo said the 
Panthers were lucky to tie the 
game, but acknowledged there 
might have been more than good 
planning involved.

“We had it set up so she was 
our shooter on that side, and Kate 
(Hargrave) and Appleyard in the 
middle, and Madie down low to 
create havoc. We practiced it the 
other day, a special shape, and it 
worked out. We put the people 
we wanted in the right places,” 
he said.

In overtime — teams now play 
three on three — the Gulls’ Quin 
Healy skated in alone from the 
right side, but Merageas sticked 
away her low bid into the left 
corner with 2:03 left in OT. 

Ten seconds later the game was 
over. Kim sent Schluter down 
the left side and in alone on 
O’Brien. Schluter shifted from 
her forehand to her backhand as 
she skated past the goalie and 

tucked the puck home. 
PANTHER PLUSES

Mandigo after the game talked 
about what has gone right for 
the Panthers this season, starting 
with his four-year all-star, Leidt.

“She’s really good. She’s a 
leader. She’s the catalyst,” he 
said. “When your best player 
is your hardest worker on the 
ice and has fun, she just pulls 
everybody along.”

The Panthers are young, he 
said, but are talented and deep, 
and they skate exceptionally well. 
On Saturday he ran four lines for 
almost the entire game. 

“There are a lot of kids who 
can contribute in a lot of different 
ways. Every day in practice is 
fun. They work hard. They’re a 
good team,” he said.

When asked about how good 
the Panthers can be this season, it 
sounded like there was only one 
opponent that caused him real 
concern.

“The upside is keep COVID 
out of our locker room,” Mandigo 
said. “Seriously, just let us play.”

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — A rash 

of COVID-related postponements 
struck the local boys’ basketball 
schedule between Jan. 5 and 11, with 
only two area teams seeing action: 
both Middlebury and Otter Valley 
lost to Division I opponents. 

Mount Abraham was set to visit 
OV on Jan. 7, but that game was 
postponed. The 2-2 Eagles were 
scheduled to host North Country 
on Wednesday after this paper’s 
deadline, and then visit Vergennes at 
2:30 p.m. on Saturday.

VUHS (3-1) was set to visit 
Missisquoi on Wednesday, with 
the Commodores’ next game vs. 
the Eagles on Saturday. Their 
Jan. 7 home game vs. Stowe was 
postponed to Jan. 24. 
TIGERS

On Monday visiting Rutland 
pulled away in the second half to 
defeat the Tigers, 67-43. The Ravens 
led by just six at the break, but the 
Tigers couldn’t find the range in a 

third period in which they scored 
just six points. Penn Riney led the 
2-3 Tigers with 19 points. 

Four of the 5-1 Ravens struck for 
double figures, led by Eli Pockette 
and Slade Postemski with 13 points 
apiece.  

The Tigers’ Friday game at Fair 
Haven was postponed. They are 
scheduled to host Missisquoi on 
Saturday at 12:30 p.m.
OTTERS

On Tuesday an 18-point halftime 
deficit at Mount Anthony proved 
to be too much for the OV boys to 
overcome in a 59-48 setback.

The Otters scored 22 points in the 
third quarter to cut the Patriots’ lead 
to 10 with a period left, but came 
no closer. Braeden Billert scored 19 
points for MAU.

Owen Thomas led OV with 18 
points, and Hayden Bernhardt 
added 16. 

The Otters dropped to 1-6 heading 
into a scheduled Friday home game 
vs. Mount St. Joseph.

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

1/15 Stowe at MUHS  .................... 7 PM
1/19 MUHS at MVU .................  4:45 PM
1/22 Brattleboro at MUHS ............. 5 PM

Boys’ Hockey
1/15 MUHS at St. J ........................ 3 PM
1/19 MUHS at Harwood ............ 7:15 PM
1/22 Hartford at MUHS .................. 7 PM

Boys’ Basketball
1/14 MSJ at OV ............................. 7 PM
1/15 Mt. Abe at VUHS .............. 2:30 PM 
1/15 MVU at MUHS ................ 12:30 PM
1/18 N. Country at MUHS ......... 6:30 PM
1/18 VUHS at Twinfield .................. 7 PM
1/18 Milton at Mt. Abe .................... 7 PM
1/21 Hartford at OV ....................... 7 PM
1/21 Mt. Abe at Enosburg .............. 7 PM
1/21 MUHS at VUHS  .................... 7 PM

Girls’ Basketball
1/13 Enosburg at MUHS ................ 7 PM
1/14 Mt. Abe at North Country .. 6:30 PM
1/14 OV at VUHS .......................... 7 PM
1/17 Mt. Abe at MUHS ................... 7 PM 
1/17 Burr & Burton at OV ............... 7 PM
1/17 Hazen at VUHS ..................... 7 PM
1/19 VUHS at Enosburg ................ 7 PM
1/19 Missisquoi at Mt. Abe ............. 7 PM
1/19 Colchester at MUHS .............. 7 PM
1/22 VUHS at Mt. Abe ............ 12:30 PM
1/22 MUHS at N. Country ....... 12:30 PM

Gymnastics
1/13 MUHS at Randolph ................ 6 PM
1/22 MUHS at Burr & Burton .... 4:30 PM

Indoor Track
1/15 VUHS at UVM .........................8 AM

Dance
1/22 MUHS at MMU .....................  1 PM

Nordic
1/17 CVU at MUHS ....................... 2 PM

Wrestling
1/14&15 ..VUHS/Mt. Abe at Essex Tourn
1/17 Mt. Abe Hosts  ...................6:00 pm
1/20 VUHS at Essex ...................... 7 PM
1/22............Mt. Abe et al at VUHS Tourn

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

1/14 Wesleyan at Midd .................. 7 PM
1/15 Wesleyan at Midd .................. 3 PM
1/21 Midd at Colby ......................... 7 PM
1/22 Midd at Colby ......................... 3 PM

Men’s Hockey
1/14 Midd at Plattsburgh ................ 7 PM
1/18 Norwich at Midd ..................... 7 PM
1/21 Bowdoin at Midd .................... 7 PM
1/22 Colby at Midd ......................... 3 PM

Women’s Basketball
1/14 Colby at Midd ......................... 7 PM
1/15 Bowdoin at Midd .................... 3 PM
1/18 Springfield at Midd ............ 4:30 PM
1/22 Williams at Midd .................... 2 PM

Men’s Basketball
1/14 Midd at Colby ......................... 7 PM
1/15 Midd at Bowdoin .................... 3 PM
1/18 Midd at Plymouth St. ............. 6 PM
1/22 Midd at Williams .................... 3 PM

BURLINGTON — The Mount 
Abraham Union High School 
boys’ indoor track & field club 
team placed fourth at a meet held 
on Saturday at the University of 
Vermont as Eagle Joseph Darling 
won two events. 

Members of the Vergennes 
varsity team and the Eagle girls’ 
team also competed at the meet. 

Darling won both the long and 
triple jumps to help the Mount 
Abe boys score 40 points, tied 
for fourth with Burlington behind 
South Burlington (78), Essex (71) 
and St. Johnsbury (62). 

The Eagle girls were 14th 
among 15 scoring teams, picking 
up their points in the four-by-400-
meter relay run by Maisy Hill, 
Ruby Jean Hall, Kayla Friend and 

Maddie Donaldson, and by Hill’s 
effort in the 55-meter hurdles. 

The boys’ results in individual 
events were:

• 55 meters: 5. Darling, MA, 
7.08; 9. Alex Yaggy, MA, 7.23; 
27. Noah Engvall, MA, 7.68; 41. 
Elliot Senecal, MA.

• 300: 33. Senecal, MA, 49.02; 
34. Andrew Lester, MA, 49.79. 

• 1,000: 11. Grey Fearon, 
VUHS, 3:26.02.

• 1,500: 8. Engvall, MA, 
5:15.35; 11. Fearon, V, 5:26.53; 
12. William Iliff, MA, 5:27.27.

• 55 hurdles: 9. Dustin Lavigne, 
MA, 11.64.

• 4X400: 4. MA, 4:18.58 
(Yaggy, Lavigne, Iliff, Engvall).

• Shotput: 5. Yaggy, MA, 11.3 
meters; 14. Darling, MA, 9.83m; 

26. Lester, MA, 7.56m; 34. 
Fearon, V, 6.63m.

• Long jump: 1. Darling, MA, 
5.88m; 25. Lavigne, MA, 4.36m; 
26. Lester, MA, 4.22m; 27. Iliff, 
MA, 4.12m; 30. Senecal, 3.26m.

• Triple jump: Darling, MA, 
12.04m; 4. Lavigne, MA, 11.43m. 

The girls’ results in individual 
events were:

• 300: 12. Donaldson, MA, 
50.51; 30. Torrey Hanna, V, 57.68. 

• 600: 10. Friend, MA, 2:03.64; 
16. Hanna, V, 2:28.4.

• 55 hurdles: 5. Hill, MA, 
11.06.

• 4X400: 5. MA, 5:23.66 (Hill, 
Hall, Friend, Donaldson).

• Shotput: 25. Hanna, V, 4.0m. 
• Long jump: 16. Donaldson, 

MA, 3.84m

SOUTH BURLINGTON — 
Host Champlain Valley/Mount 
Mansfield on Saturday edged the 
Middlebury Union High School 
girls’ hockey team 1-0, dropping 
the Tigers to 2-3.

The Tigers’ Jan. 5 home game 
vs. Woodstock was postponed until 
Jan. 31. MUHS was scheduled to 
hit the road and take on Rice on 

Wednesday, and next up on the 
schedule is a 7 p.m. home game on 
Saturday vs. Stowe.

Against CVU-MMU on Jan. 
8, the Tigers started quickly. 
Co-Coach Duncan Rollason said 
the Tigers outshot the Redhawks 
in the first period and “created 
scoring opportunities throughout 
the game.”

But Hannah Schmid scored the 
game’s only goal in the second 
period, and CVU/MMU goalie 
Grace Ferguson made 11 saves 
for the shutout. Tiger goalie Ruby 
Hubbell made 17 saves, including 
several to keep the Tigers in the 
game as they killed off two third-
period penalties.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — With 

multiple postponements due to 
COVID-19 issues and this week’s 
cold snap, only three local high 
school girls’ basketball games were 
played between Jan. 5 and 11, one 
of them won by Middlebury, and 
the other two lost by Vergennes and 
Otter Valley.

Most Tuesday games were 
postponed when the county’s three 
school districts called off school due 
to extreme cold. 

Mount Abraham saw a Jan. 5 
home game vs. MUHS, a Saturday 
road game at Enosburg, and a 
Tuesday home game vs. Colchester 
all postponed. The Eagles are 5-1, 
one of the top records in Division 
II, heading into a Friday game 
scheduled at North Country.
TIGERS

On Saturday the Tigers rallied 
visiting Missisquoi in the final 
minute, 36-34. The Tigers trailed 
by 34-30 until back-to-back three-
pointers by Cady Pitner and Ele 
Sellers in the final 28 seconds gave 
them the lead. A Hannah Turner 
steal sealed the win after Sellers hit 
the go-ahead three with 18 seconds 
to go.  

Sellers finished with 16 points and 
eight rebounds, Turner contributed 
seven points and six boards, and Ivy 
Doran added five rebounds, four 
steals, and three assists, including 
setting up the game-winner. Destinee 
Pigeon tossed in 10 points for the 
T-Birds.

The Tigers moved to 4-3 heading 

into a scheduled Thursday home 
game vs. Enosburg.
COMMODORES

On Jan. 5 visiting Colchester came 
back from a 14-3 first-quarter deficit 
to defeat VUHS, 44-43. Coach Billy 
Waller said his team, which was 
shorthanded, “played with a lot of 
heart” in the setback. “We did a lot 
of things right, but ran out of gas in 
the end,” he said. 

Ryleigh Garrow (16 points) and 
Nicole Norton (14) did most of the 
damage for the Division I Lakers.

Ryley Dubois led VUHS with 
15 points, and Kyra Bradford and 
Geneva Verburg each scored nine.

The Commodores’ Saturday game 
at North Country was postponed, 
as well as a Tuesday game at 
Missisquoi. VUHS is 4-2 heading 
into a scheduled Friday home game 
vs. OV.
OTTERS

Otter Valley saw a Jan. 6 game 
at Rutland moved to Tuesday, and 
the hosting Rutland team prevailed, 
52-29. The Otters, who were 
shorthanded, fell to 1-6 heading 
into their scheduled Friday game at 
VUHS. 

Rutland led throughout and 
received a game-high 17 points from 
Olivia Shipley. 

Alice Keith scored 12 points for 
the Otters, and Emily Peduto added 
six.

Tuesday’s game was originally 
scheduled for Jan. 6, but was 
postponed. The Otters also saw a 
Saturday home date with Windsor 
called off.

SportsSports 
SCHEDULE

Hockey 
(Continued from Page 1B)

ENDICOTT GOALIE MICHAELA O’Brien makes a stick save on Panther captain Madie Leidt, right, as 
Leidt’s linemate Mary Thompson moves in during Saturday’s women’s hockey game. O’Brien made 40 
saves, but the host Panthers won in overtime to remain unbeaten.

Independent photo/Steve

Eagles, Darling fare well at track meet

Tiger girls only winners

Tiger, OV boys come up short

CVU/MMU edges girls’ hockey
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Vermont Discount Food

PAPERS ALSO 
AVAILABLE AT:

Eastview at Middlebury
Porter Hospital/Rehab
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Concert scene

Many delectable indoor music 

options dot the area menu in the 

weeks ahead. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Defense rules

The unbeaten Tiger football and 

Eagle fi eld hockey squads are also 

unscored upon. See Page 1B.

Sports Report

Rosters, schedules, coaches’ com-

ments and more are inside in our 

full section on high school teams.

WomenSafe
sees changes 

in leadership 

and its name 

What does ‘local control’ mean?

The concept is changing, and so is the way it drives school discussions

(See County schools, Page 8A)

(See WomenSafe, Page 16A)

(See Streams, Page 15A)

(See Ferrisburgh, Page 14A)

(See SNAP, Page 10A)

Ferrisburgh considers water, 

broadband for ARPA money

Food benefi ts to fall 

short, advocates say

Ripton school independence 

delayed; ACSD talks urged

(See Ripton, Page 10A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — WomenSafe 

is marking this fall with a change 

in leadership, the fi rst success 

stories emerging from the agency’s 

fi rst ever transitional housing for 

survivors of domestic and sexual 

violence, and a commitment to 

changing its organizational name 

to better refl ect the diversity of its 

clients.
One of the biggest changes is the 

departure of Executive Director 

Kerri Duquette-Hoffman after 19 

years with the Middlebury-based 

nonprofi t.
“It’s my personal belief that 

it’s healthy for an agency to have 

executive directors move on, 

eventually, and 19 years seems 

like a reasonable amount of time,” 

Duquette-Hoffman said with a 

hearty laugh. 

“This coincided with us looking 

at what we could do to improve 

racial equity in our agency and fi ght 

the ways that racism shows up. 

And one of those ways is in power 

dynamics. Part of what we’ve been 

looking at is how to use transition 

and succession to also re-envision 

Come support the much-loved 

Trail Around Middlebury at the 

annual TAM Trek, slated for this 

Sunday, Sept. 19. The Trek offers 

several options: A 19-mile course 

for serious trail runners, a 10K 

version, and a 2-mile “family fun 

run” for a more casual experience. 

All participants start and fi nish 

their races in Middlebury’s Wright 

Park, where there will be live 

music, great local raffl e prizes, and 

a delicious post-race buffet. Trek 

entry fees help the Middlebury 

Area Land Trust cover the $18,000 

annual costs of maintaining the 

Streambed
in Ripton 
is getting 
major work
By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Those 

traveling along Route 125 in 

Ripton have been getting a 

fi rsthand look at a $2.5 million 

effort to stabilize key sections 

of the Middlebury River 

stream bank, which has been 

periodically breached during 

heavy rains.

The work, according 

to Vermont Agency of 

Transportation (VTrans) 

offi cials, is scheduled to proceed 

into November and involves a 

total of 1,654 feet in six distinct 

areas of the river bank, spread 

out from about a mile south of 

Ripton village  to a mile north of 

the village. 

The goal, offi cials said, is to 

strengthen weaker shoulders of 

the river so they’re less prone to 

surrendering to fl oodwaters that 

have at times ravaged adjacent 

Route 125 and thus temporarily 

isolated the small mountain 

WORKERS WILL BE  busy well into November making $2.5 million in repairs aimed at strengthening 

the banks of the Middlebury River off Route 125 in Ripton. They are shown here installing river 

diversion devices this summer.

Photo courtesy of VTrans

By ANDY KIRKALDY

FERRISBURGH — The 

Ferrisburgh selectboard last week 

decided to wait before making 

a contribution from its federal 

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 

funding to county nonprofi t internet 

provider Maple Broadband. But this 

week Board Chair Jessica James 

said she will recommend the board 

consider a six-fi gure bequest at its 

next meeting.

Initially, board members said 

on Sept. 7 they needed more 

information from both Maple 

Broadband and the Vergennes-

Panton Water District before giving 

any ARPA money to either entity. 

This past spring Congress 

appropriated $350 billion in the 

American Rescue Plan Act to aid 

state and local governments in 

recovering from the economic 

damage caused by the coronavirus 

pandemic.

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Individuals 

and families who rely on 

3SquaresVT — the federal 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP) in Vermont — 

will get some good news and bad 

news beginning Oct. 1.

First, the good news: SNAP 

benefi ts are slated to increase 

by 25% in order to better 

refl ect current food prices, what 

Americans typically eat, dietary 

guidance, and the nutrients in food 

items, according to the United 

States Department of Agriculture.

Now the bad news, according 

anti-hunger advocates: The 

looming SNAP benefi t increase, 

when viewed in concert with  the 

scheduled Sept. 30 expiration of 

a previous SNAP hike intended 

to help recipients through the 

coronavirus pandemic, still won’t 

refl ect the true costs of setting the 

table with nutritious meals.

In fact, many Vermont SNAP 

recipients are likely to fi nd 

themselves back at square one or 

worse, according to Anore Horton, 

executive director of the nonprofi t 

Hunger Free Vermont.

“Most households that are 

currently enrolled in SNAP are not 

going to experience an increase in 

October from what they’re getting 

right now,” Horton said. “And 

some households are going to 

experience a slight decrease.”

By JOHN FLOWERS

RIPTON — The Vermont State 

Board of Education (VSBE) has 

asked the town of Ripton and 

the Addison Central School 

District Board to re-engage in 

conversations to keep Ripton 

within the ACSD. And the board 

served notice that if those talks 

don’t bear fruit, the small town 

isn’t likely to be granted its wish 

to become an independent school 

district until July 1, 2023.

Addison 
Central 

Superintendent Peter Burrows 

described that as the consensus 

position taken by the VSBE 

at its Wednesday meeting, a 

position taken as the Addison 

Editor’s note: This is the seventh in a 

series about the growing pains of Addison 

County schools in 1965-66 and the Vermont 

Commissioner of Education’s ambitious plan to 

address them.

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

ADDISON COUNTY — Upon completion 

of a recent series about the challenges faced 

by county schools in the mid-1960s, the 

Independent reached out to a number of local 

and state educators and education experts to 

get their take on what lessons, if any, might 

be learned by looking at previous upheavals in 

education history.

The conversations were lively and 

illuminating and touched on many topics in 

great depth. But one theme, “local control,” 

proved to be a hot topic.

What does the “local” in “local control” 

mean? How has it changed? Does it need more 

refi ning or expanding still?

These diffi cult questions prompted a number 

of thoughtful responses, as readers will see 

below.
WILLIAM MATHIS

William Mathis is a senior policy advisor 

to the National Education Policy Center at 

the University of Colorado-Boulder, a former 

superintendent of the Rutland Northeast 

Supervisory Union and a former member of the 

Vermont State Board of Education. He lives in 

Goshen.
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Platform for the people

THE PASSENGER RAIL platform under construction in Middlebury has been humming with activity for the past few weeks as workers 

from a veritable alphabet of construction and support companies — VHB Engineering, GPI/Greenman-Pederson, DE Collins and CSE 

Inc., among them — hurry to complete the project while the nice weather holds. Train service is not expected to start until next spring.

Independent photo/Steve James

SNAP increases won’t offset defi ciency

Interested in selling the Interested in selling the Addison IndependentAddison Independent at your business?  at your business? 
Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com Call 802.388.4944 or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com 

and chat with Sadie!and chat with Sadie!

Stop by any of these 60+ locations
for your copy of Addison County’s 

award-winning community newspaper!

Meet Sadie!
Our Circulation Manager
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Ag artistry

Images of farm animals adorn 

pottery and pencil drawings in a  

new exhibit. See Arts + Leisure.

By 
the 
way

Back in action

High school sports teams see 

their fi rst games and meets this 

weekend. See Sports, Page 1B.

Depot update

New Haven now has money and 

plans to move the historic Junc-

tion rail station. See Page 3A.

Bristol PD patches to 

benefi t local charities

Restaurants’ struggle to fi nd qualifed help intensifi es

Some shift to takeout, others cut hours

$10M in repairs eyed for mobile home parks

Funds to be used to improve affordable housing

(See Trailer parks, Page 11A)

Voters OK Ripton exit and

Middlebury solar proposal

(See Votes, Page 8A)

Ripton’s quest for school

services gets tougher

Town needs busing, special ed help

(See Help wanted, Page 16A)

(See Patches, Page 12A)

(See Ripton, Page 12A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Small 

numbers of voters in six 

Addison County towns showed 

up at the polls on Tuesday to 

approve Middlebury’s $323,000 

investment in a solar project in 

Bristol’s former landfi ll, and to 

endorse a fi nancial separation 

agreement between the town of 

Ripton and the Addison Central 

School District.

Middlebury residents 

voted 530-109 to buy into the 

500-kilowatt Bristol Community 

Solar (BCS) project through 

a 25-year bond. The Acorn 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — An ongoing 

labor shortage is forcing an 

increasing number of area food-

service businesses to either reduce 

their operating hours, transition to 

takeout only, or temporarily replace 

some of their in-house hours with 

a food truck option requiring less 

staff to manage.

In related news, Middlebury 

College and Better Middlebury 

Partnership offi cials are 

organizing a job fair that would 

pair college student workers with 

local businesses in dire need of 

employees. A specifi c date and 

time for the job fair had yet to be 

fi nalized as the Independent went 

to press on Wednesday, but it 

appeared it would be hosted by the 

college sometime late this month.

The worker shortage is a national 

problem, and has been exacerbated 

by the COVID-19 pandemic. The 

Independent reported this past 

March on the scope and impacts 

of the concerning trend, which 

is having a particularly profound 

effect on the food service industry.

Matt and Caroline Corrente 

were super-excited two years ago 

upon opening Haymaker Bun Co. 

and The Arcadian restaurant in 

the former home of The Lobby 

restaurant at 7 Bakery Lane in 

Middlebury. Both enterprises 

quickly gained a loyal following, 

and Haymaker continues to chug 

along with a small staff turning out 

tasty baked goods.

But The Arcadian, like virtually 

all Addison County restaurants 

these days, hasn’t been able to fi ll 

multiple job slots — particularly in 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

County Community Trust (ACCT) 

will soon launch a $2 million effort 

to install a communal septic system 

at Middlebury’s Lindale Mobile 

Home Park in Middlebury.

And that’s just a start.

The nonprofi t ACCT is 

preparing to make $10 million in 

improvements over the next nine 

years to aging infrastructure within 

several of the nine mobile home 

parks the organization owns and 

operates in Addison County. 

These nine parks together 

host 340 home sites that make 

homeownership a reality for many 

low- and middle-income families 

who can’t afford market-rate 

mortgages or apartment rents.

Sitting on 38 acres off Route 

116, Lindale is one of ACCT’s 

largest mobile home parks, and 

its wastewater infrastructure is 

rapidly deteriorating, noted Elise 

Shanbacker, the organization’s 

executive director.

“Lindale Mobile Home Park 

is a critical source of affordable 

workforce housing just a few miles 

from downtown Middlebury,” 

she said. “This investment will 

replace the ailing, 50-year-old 

septic systems and ensure that the 

67 families residing at Lindale will 

have clean water and an affordable, 

sustainable place to call home for 

generations to come.”

Specifi cally, the investment will 

create a community septic system 

with a leach fi eld on 25 acres of 

recently purchased land.

This coming Monday, Sept. 6, 

is Labor Day, a federal holiday 

that pays tribute to American 

workers’ contributions and 

accomplishments. Banks, 

government offi ces and public 

transit — including ACTR/

TriValley Transit will be closed. 

Labor Day is also the traditional 

day that U.S. Senator Bernie 

Sanders barnstorms around the 

state talking to constituents. This 

year is no exception. Bernie will 

speak at the Middlebury town 

green at 4 p.m., plus there will 

be food and live music. Masks 

are encouraged, regardless of 

vaccination status. As chair 

of the U.S. Senate Budget 

Committee, Sanders introduced 

a historic budget resolution that 

passed the Senate on Aug. 11, 

By JOHN 

FLOWERS

RIPTON — With 

the town of Ripton 

essentially home-

free in its bid to 

separate from the 

Addison Central 

School District (see 

vote story at the top 

of this page), the 

tiny town now faces 

the huge task of 

fi nding an entity that 

could help it secure 

special education, 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 

central offi ce and 

other crucial services 

for its students.

The newly elected 

Ripton School Board 

has been counting on 

the town being paired 

with a supervisory 

union in the region 

that could provide 

the aforementioned services. 

But offi cials recently received 

discouraging news from two 

sources that could make their 

quest even harder:

• Vermont Education Secretary 

Daniel French 

recommended that 

Ripton act as its own 

standalone school 

district.
• The supervisory 

union Ripton hoped 

to tap for services 

declined.
Secretary French 

on Aug. 25 said 

he’d recommend to 

the Vermont State 

Board of Education 

that it designate the 

town of Ripton as its 

own school district, 

thereby negating 

the prospect of 

Ripton affi liating 

with a nearby 

supervisory union. 

That would require 

the community 

to secure its own 

special education, 

transportation and 

central offi ce services for its 

students.
The state board of education, 

tentatively scheduled to meet with 

Ripton in mid-September, could 

“Ripton’s 

withdrawal 

from ACSD 

was based on 

communication 

we received from 

the state board’s 

legal counsel 

that strongly 

suggested the 

option of Ripton 

being their 

own (school 

district) was 

not feasible, 

nor desirable” 

because of to 

town’s size.

— Ripton School 

Board member 

Joanna Doria

By CHRISTOPHER 

ROSS
BRISTOL — 

Many Bristol 

residents will tell you 

their police offi cers 

put their hearts into 

their work, greeting 

folks and listening to 

community concerns 

while out on patrol, 

offering friendly 

smiles during school 

drop-off or pickup, 

helping people get 

help.
Starting next 

month, the Bristol 

Police Department 

will take it a bit 

further, in a manner 

of speaking, and wear 

their hearts on their 

sleeves.
Throughout October, BPD 

uniforms will feature specially 

made commemorative patches with 

pink lettering and borders, in honor 

of breast cancer 

awareness month.

Not only that, but 

the department will 

be selling the limited 

edition patches to 

raise money for 

a cancer-related 

charity — one it 

hopes local residents 

will help choose.

“We’re always 

bouncing ideas off 

each other about 

ways to engage with 

the community,” said 

BPD Offi cer Josh 

Turner, who joined 

the department in 

June 2020. 
Turner pitched the 

patch idea to Chief 

Bruce Nason after 

seeing a new design put out by the 

Winooski Police Department.

Nason thought it was a great idea 

and donated the fi rst 300 patches, 

OFFICER JOSH TURNER, left, and Chief Bruce Nason of the Bristol Police Department display the fi rst 

of what they hope will be a long line of commemorative patches. The BPD plans to sell the patches and 

donate the proceeds to various charities, based on community input. Department offi cers will be wearing 

the pink edition of the patch in October, for breast cancer awareness. Independent photo/Christopher Ross

“Our focus is 

on community 

policing. We’re 

in front of the 

schools so kids 

can see us. 

We try to be 

out walking a 

minimum of twice 

a day. People 

will often see us 

and take that 

opportunity to let 

us know about 

things that are 

going on.”
— Bristol Police 

Chief Bruce Nason

Moving music
MEMBERS OF THE Vermont Symphony Orchestra perform the score to the animated fi lm “Two Balloons” — the story of two 

adventurous lemurs navigating their dirigibles around the world — this past Friday at Middlebury College’s Robison Hall as part of a 

special event at the Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival. The fi ve-day festival brought hundreds of cinephiles to town along with 45 

fi lmmakers; more than 120 fi lms were screened. See more photos from MNFF 7 in Arts + Leisure. Independent photo/Steve James
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Baton passing
Middlebury College Community Chorus Director Jeff Rehbach will step down. See Arts + Leisure.

By 
the 
way

Booters rolling
The Tiger girls’ and VUHS boys’ soccer teams both got off to good starts. See Sports, Page 1B.

Rescue salute
Our special pullout honors the many area fi rst responders who help those in need.

Shoreham land eyedfor affordable housing

Tree-killing beetle spreadsto Middlebury landscape

(See Emerald Ash, Page 10A)

(See MNFF, Page 13A)

(See Shoreham, Page 11A)

Film festival gave thrills, nostalgia
Attendees happyto again fi ll theaters

Masks will stay on in local schools
County districts agree; Scott recommends COVID precaution 4 more weeks

(See Masks, Page 10A)

New reportdetails localhousing
challenges

(See Housing, Page 14A)
United Way seeking$635K in fund drive

(See United Way, Page 13A)

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Addison County’s population continues to gray as its school-age population declines, and the ability of this region to get younger is hampered by the lack of housing stock for low- to moderate-income families.It’s been a common lament in our area — and indeed the entirety of Vermont — for around 20 years. But now the true dimensions of the county’s housing and population challenges have been condensed into a new Addison County Regional Planning Commission report that can be used by municipal planners, developers and citizens to begin turning the tide on what is fast becoming a crisis.Katie Raycroft-Meyer, a community planner with ACRPC, spent more than a year carefully compiling the organization’s latest housing and population report, to be a major component of the county’s regional plan. She combed through myriad sources — including the federal Census Bureau, the 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The United Way of Addison County (UWAC) has set the same $635,000 fundraising goal for 2021 that it did for 2020. And organizers are hoping that just like last year donations end up topping that target.
“With the uncertainty of the economy and everything else going on in the world, we decided to keep a rather conservative goal for the year ahead, hoping we’ll be able to exceed it,” said UWAC Executive Director Helena Van Voorst.The UWAC has 29 Addison County nonprofi t partners with 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Organizers of the seventh annual Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival, dubbed MNFF7, estimated around 600 people took in one or more of the 120 fi lms screened at four venues in the county’s shire town Aug. 25-29. And viewers obligingly adhered to mandatory proof-of-vaccination and other safety protocols in exchange for a fi rst-rate, in-person movie experience.Festival Producer Lloyd Komesar and Artistic Director Jay Craven knew they could offer a great lineup of fi lms, but were unsure how many eyes they would draw to the screens. After all, this was the fi rst in-person MNFF since 2019; last year’s festival was offered virtually, due to the COVID-19 pandemic.Turns out there was no need to worry. Film enthusiasts eagerly snapped up seats, with some movies drawing 80-plus spectators, according to Komesar and Craven.“(The COVID safety protocols) made them feel more comfortable being there, and I think they liked the fact we got out in front of it,” 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSSMIDDLEBURY — A second Addison County town has confi rmed the presence of the emerald ash borer.Last month a trap hanging from an ash tree on the Middlebury town green showed evidence of the invasive species, and was subsequently confi rmed 

by state offi cials, according to Middlebury Tree Committee member Judy Wiger-Grohs.Middlebury, along with eight other county communities, had been designated as a “high risk area” for the destructive beetle in June 2019, after an infestation was discovered in Bristol.

By ANDY KIRKALDYADDISON COUNTY — All three Addison 
County school district superintendents 
confi rmed that in-school mask mandates for 
students, staff and visitors would remain in 
place for the foreseeable future.Initially, schools in the county and around the 
state had started the school year with a 10-day 
masking policy. But with several cases already 
cropping up in Addison Central and Addison 
Northwest schools, never mind the rest of the 

county and state, the superintendents said the 
districts would stay the course.The Department of Education website as of 
this Tuesday reported 81 students around the 
state had been in schools while infectious. That 
total did not include several cases at Barre Town 
School, which announced on Tuesday it would 
close on Wednesday because of several new 
cases, according to VTDigger.org. Gov. Phil Scott at his Wednesday press 
conference declined, however, to declare a state 

of emergency that would allow a universal mask 
mandate in the state’s schools.Scott said there already exists a “near universal 
mask mandate” without a declaration of a 
state of emergency. Scott did ask that schools 
maintain their existing masking policies for 
another four weeks, through Oct. 4, regardless 
of their vaccination statuses.He also announced that schools achieving 
high vaccination rates would be eligible for 

By JOHN FLOWERSSHOREHAM — This year’s Shoreham Apple Festival will boast more than the usual celebration of fruit, families and fun.The highly anticipated event on Sept. 19 will also invite the public to view and give feedback on the potential for a large piece of town-owned land in the village to host a mixed-use development that would include affordable housing for individuals and families.The focus is the so-called Farnham property, a 326-acre parcel in Shoreham Village that borders a sizable stretch of Route 22A and a small portion of Main Street. Town voters in 1999 agreed to purchase the land for $130,000. 

A small portion of it now hosts the community’s wastewater treatment facility. Another section is being set aside for passive recreational use, including walking trails.But Shoreham offi cials believe the land could provide even more benefi ts to local residents — including new housing and a source of municipal gravel.With that in mind, the town’s planning commission a few years ago formed the “Future Housing in Shoreham Village Working Group.” The eight-person panel landed a $15,000 grant last year and has been working with the Addison County Regional Planning Commission (ACRPC) 

THIS IMAGE SHOWS the concept of an affordable/workforce housing development on Shoreham’s 

town-owned land off Main Street (at the bottom of the image) and Route 22A (to the right). A local ad hoc 

committee and the Addison County Regional Planning Commission are exploring the housing concepts, 

which will be showcased for public feedback at the Sept. 19 Shoreham Apple Festival.
Graphic courtesy of Addison County Regional Planning Commission

Vermont House Speaker Jill Krowinski and Senate President Pro Tem Becca Balint, along with area lawmakers, will hold an “Addison County Conversation” about how the state could best use new state and federal resources at its disposal during the next few years. That virtual conversation is set for Thursday, Sept. 9, from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Lawmakers want local feedback on how “once in a lifetime” federal pandemic-related money and increased state revenues could transform and shape the 

The people’s senator U.S. SEN. Bernie Sanders, above, speaks to a crowd of around 650 people on the Middlebury town green on Monday afternoon. In 

the spirit of Labor Day, he and U.S. Rep. Peter Welch, below left, described ways they are working to instill dignity and power in the 

American workforce. One way they advocated is through a $3.5 trillion human service infrastructure bill that Bernie is pushing through 

the Senate. See Story on Page 2A.

Independent photos/Steve James

Rescue salute

Given rapidly changing 
schedules those interested 

in attending or viewing 
events are advised to 

check school websites for 
the latest updates. 
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Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

OPEN TUESDAY  - SATURDAY  7:00AM-2PM
51 OSSIE ROAD |   EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-989-7200

Please find the full menu 
on our webite at 
OtterEast.com 

Call Call 802-989-7220 
OR e-mail order inquiries to 
info@ottercreekbakery.com

Grab breakfast and lunch to go 
before you hit the trails!

VERGENNES — In a week in 
which Vergennes police, with help 
from Middlebury and Vermont 
state police, made a major arrest 
for attempted 
murder and arson 
(see story), they 
also handled other 
incidents, several 
of which involved 
calming frayed nerves and upset 
individuals. 

Between Jan. 3 and 9, Vergennes 
police conducted four patrols by 
cruiser and two on foot, ticketed 
one car left on a city street in 
violation of the city’s wintertime 
overnight parking ban, and also:

On Jan. 3:
• Helped Valley Vista personnel 

calm a client who became unruly 
as she was leaving the program at 
1 Alden Place.

• Worked with John Graham 
Shelter personnel to calm a 
resident who was yelling and 
breaking items in her room. Police 
said the resident relaxed enough to 
be allowed to stay at the shelter, at 

least for the night. 
On Jan. 4 and 5 investigated 

slashed car tires and an arson 
fire that destroyed one car and 

damaged another and 
a nearby home, and 
afterward charged 
Eddy Santiago, 28, 
of Clifton Park, N.J., 
with several counts 

of attempted murder and arson. 
He pleaded innocent in court 
in Middlebury on Jan. 6 after 
Middlebury police arrested him in 
Sudbury on Jan. 5.  

On Jan. 8 helped Vermont State 
Police by responding to a one-car 
accident on Monkton Road in 
Ferrisburgh and standing by until a 
wrecker arrived. 

On Jan. 9 went to Shaw’s 
Supermarket to calm a dispute 
between a man and a group 
of maskless customers, who 
alleged the man was berating and 
threatening them. Police said they 
told the man he had to remain civil 
while expressing his opinion and 
not act in a threatening manner. 

City police calm citizens

Police Log
Vergennes

ARTS+LEISURE
EVERY THURSDAY IN YOUR ADDY INDY

calendarcalendarcommunitycommunity
Age Well grab and go meal in 
Vergennes. Thursday, Jan. 13, 11 

a.m., St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. 
Maple St. Please stay in your car. Drive up, 
check-in, contact free pick up. Turkey burger 
with gravy, sweet potatoes, three-bean mix, roll, 
carrot cake and milk. Call Michelle to reserve 
by Sunday, Jan. 9. 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires a 48-hour notice. 

Writers group in Vergennes. Begins Thursday, 
Jan. 13, Bixby Memorial Library, 11 a.m.-noon, 
Bixby Memorial Library, 258 Main St. Facilitated 
by local author Lottie Wilds, the group will meet 
on the second Thursday of the month. Sessions 
will include writing exercises, critiques, prompts, 
homework, etymology, and other skill building 
techniques. For those 18 years and older.

Friday, Jan. 14
Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro. 

Friday, Jan. 14, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist 
Church, Route 116. Please stay in your car. 
Drive up, check-in, contact free pick up. Turkey 
burger with gravy, sweet potatoes, three-bean 
mix, roll, carrot cake and milk. Advanced 
reservations only. Call Michelle to reserve 
by Sunday, Jan. 9. 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice. 

Age Well and Vergennes Seniors 
in-person lunch in Vergennes. 

*CANCELED* Tuesday, Jan. 18, 10 
a.m., Vergennes Congregational Church, 30 
South Water St. Doors open at 10 a.m. Meal 
served at 11:45 a.m. 

Age Well grab and go meal in Bridport. Tuesday, 
Jan. 18, 11 a.m., Bridport Congregational 
Church, Middle Rd. Oven fried chicken breast, 
diced potatoes, peas and onions, roll, date and 
craisin cookie and milk. Call Michelle to reserve 
by Thursday, Jan 13. 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires a 48-hour notice. 

Tome Talk in Middlebury. Tuesday, Jan. 18, 6 
p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St., or Zoom. 
Join Renee for a discussion of this month’s title, 
“The Henna Artist.” We are currently offering 
a hybrid meeting. Meet in person in the lobby 
of IPL or join the group via Zoom. Stop in the 
library to get a copy of the book or visit the Adult 
Program page of the website for details.

Poet Bianca Stone reading and speaking 
online. Tuesday, Jan. 18, 8 p.m., sponsored by 
Vermont Book Shop. Stone will read from her 
new collection, “What Is Otherwise Infinite,” and 
be joined in conversation by the poet Dorothea 
Lasky. Register for this free, online event at 
vermontbookshop.com and click on the image 
under Special Event Announcement in the right 
sidebar (or the bottom of the mobile site). For 
questions, email becky@vermontbookshop.com.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Middlebury. Wednesday, Jan. 19, 

11:30 a.m., VFW, 530 Exchange St. 
Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-

in, contact free pick up. Oven fried chicken 
breast, diced potatoes, peas and onions, roll, 
date and craisin cookie and milk. Call Michelle 
to reserve by Jan. 14. 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-88-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires a 48-hour notice.

“Painting Alexander Twilight,” 
lecture in Middlebury. Thursday, 

Jan. 20, 5:30-7 p.m., Edgewater at 
the Falls, 1 Mill St. Painter Katie Runde will 

discuss the process of creating the portrait of 
Twilight, who was believed to have been the 
first African American college graduate and 
the first African American legislator in the U.S. 
Discussion and light refreshments will follow the 
lecture and slide presentation. Attendees must 
show proof of vaccination and wear masks. 
Free. Register at t 802-458-0098 or email info@
edgewatergallery-vt.com.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, Jan. 21, 3:30 

p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church, 
Route 116. Please stay in your car. Drive 

up, check-in, contact free pick up. Oven fried 
chicken breast, diced potatoes, peas and 
onions, roll, date and craisin cookie and milk. 
Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Jan. 16. 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice. 

Introduction to Ice Fishing in Orwell. 
Saturday, Jan. 22. 9 a.m., George 

Davis (Singing Cedars) Fishing Access. 
Topics to be covered include ice safety, hole 
drilling, equipment and techniques, regulations, 
and different techniques for different fish. Pre-
registration required and can be done on Fish 
and Wildlife’s website vtfishandwildlife.com.

St. Peter’s K of C soup takeout 
meal in Vergennes. Sunday, Jan. 

23, 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., St. Peter’s 
Catholic Church, 85 South Maple St. Soup 

meal takeout! Offering tomato vegetable or 
chicken noodle soup, rolls or crackers and a 
brownie for $8/person. Call the rectory at 802-
877-2367 to make a reservation. Reservations 
are encouraged but you may also drive up 

Hear her read
WELL-REGARDED VERMONT POET Bianca Stone will read from her new collection, 

“What Is Otherwise Infinite,” and will engage in a discussion with poet Dorothea Lasky in 
a free online event this coming Tuesday, Jan. 18, at 8 p.m. Find log-in information online at 
vermontbookshop.com.
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without a reservation!

Age Well sit-down meal in 
Middlebury. Monday, Jan. 24, 11 

a.m., Rosie’s Restaurant, Route 7 
South. Doors open at 11 a.m., meal served at 

11:30 a.m. of turkey dinner and Chef’s choice of 
dessert. Call Michelle to reserve by Wednesday, 
Jan. 19. 802-377-1419. $5 suggested donation 
does not include gratuity. Open to anyone age 
60 and up and their spouse of any age. Free ride 
or pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 
48-hour notice. Masks strongly encouraged 
unless seated and eating. 

Age Well and Vergennes Seniors 
in person lunch in Vergennes. 

*CANCELED* Tuesday, Jan. 25, 10 
a.m., Vergennes Congregational Church, 30 
South Water St. Doors open at 10 a.m. Meal 
served at 11:45 a.m. 

Bonfire with Banana Boats and Astronomy in 
Weybridge. Tuesday, Jan. 25, 6-8 p.m., Otter 
Creek Gorge Shelter off Morgan Horse Farm 
Road. Join MALT (Middlebury Area Land Trust) 
for a night of fire roasted banana boats and 
an astronomy session (assuming a clear sky). 
MALT will provide banana boat supplies and 
cocoa so bring your mug and spoon. Park in the 
northern lot for Otter Creek Gorge. RSVP via 
email at info@maltvt.org 

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Shoreham. Wednesday, Jan. 26, 11 

a.m.-noon, Halfway House. Route 22A. 
Pick up at back door, meals will be brought out. 
Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, vegetables and 
dessert. Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires a 48-hour notice. 
Call the restaurant to reserve at least 24-hours in 
advance. 802-897-5160. 

Mental Health Matters: Beyond the Stigma 
presentation in Vergennes. Wednesday, 
Jan. 26, 6-8 p.m., Vergennes Union High 
School, Monkton Rd. Learn more about how 
to support children’s mental health needs, 
such as managing anxiety and promoting 
healthy developmental transitions. For parents 
and guardians of students in grades K-12. All 
Addison Northwest families are invited to attend.

Green Mountain Club Bread Loaf Section 
Annual Meeting on Zoom. Wednesday, Jan. 
26, 6:45 p.m. on Zoom. Join the group’s 47th 
Annual Meeting via a secure online Zoom 
session as the Section celebrates another 
year of maintaining the Long Trail and leading 
outdoor activities. The meeting will include brief 
reports; guest speaker Keegan Tierney, director 
of Field Programs at GMC headquarters; and a 
vote for the 2022 Executive Committee. After the 
business meeting (at about 7:25), author Celia 
Ryker will give a talk. Her first book, “Walking 
Home: Trail Stories,” is described as “about 
more than mud, sweat and blisters while thru-
hiking the Long Trail.” This event is open to 
the public. Get a link to register on the website 
gmcbreadloaf.org. Feel free to join the meeting 
after 6:30 p.m.

Save Community Schools information session 
on Zoom. Wednesday, Jan. 26, 7 p.m. on Zoom. 
The Lincoln group will discuss the next step in 
Lincoln’s withdrawal from the Mount Abraham 
Unified School District, which is a scheduled 
vote on Town Meeting Day, March 1, in New 
Haven, Monkton, Starksboro and Bristol. Voters 
in these towns will be asked to ratify Lincoln’s 
Aug. 24, 2021, vote in favor of withdrawal. This 
virtual meeting aims to give community members 
a chance to better understand the why behind 
Lincoln’s withdrawal from MAUSD. Additionally 
the group will provide clarity on the effect 
Lincoln’s withdrawal will have on neighboring 
towns and offer ample time for a Q&A. Use the 
following virtual meeting link: wilsondow.zoom.
us/j/96287454123?from=addon and Meeting ID: 
962 8745 4123.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Vergennes. Thursday, Jan. 27, 11 

a.m., St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. 
Maple St. Please stay in your car. Drive up, 
check-in, contact free pick up. Chicken cordon 
bleu, yams, green beans, roll, fruit crisp and 
milk. Call Michelle to reserve by Sunday, Jan 23. 
802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up 
and their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-
up and delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 
802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires a 48-hour 
notice. 

Puzzle exchange in Middlebury. Thursday, 
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Jan. 27, 3-4:30 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 
75 Main St. Looking for a new puzzle to do? 
Bring your completed puzzles to the Jessica 
Swift Community Room. Leave them for others 
while you peruse puzzles left by fellow puzzle 
devotees to take home. Please bring puzzles to 
leave with all the pieces.

Addison County 4-H Foundation Annual 
Meeting — virtual. Thursday, Jan. 27, 7 p.m. 
To receive an invitation to participate, contact 
Martha Seifert, UVM Extension 4-H Educator at 
martha.seifert@uvm.edu.

Age Well grab and go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, Jan. 28, 3:30 

p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 
116. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-
in, contact free pick up. Chicken cordon bleu, 
yams, green beans, roll, fruit crisp and milk. Call 
Michelle to reserve by Sunday, Jan. 23. 802-
377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice. 

FRIDAYjan
28

ONGOING EVENTS
HEALTH & WELLNESS
Al-Anon meetings in Middlebury. 

For a list of online meetings visit 
vermontalanonalateen.org. Online Sundays, 7:15 
p.m. and Wednesdays, 1:30 p.m. If you’d like to 
speak to an Al-Anon member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and an Al-Anon member 
will call you back. 

Beginner Tai Chi for Fall Prevention (Parts 1&2) 
in Vergennes. Tuesdays and Thursdays, Sept. 
7-Oct. 28, 9:30-10:30 a.m., St. Peter’s Catholic 
Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Contact: Dan 
Bagley at bagzs@yahoo.com and Lee Francis 
lhfrancis839@gmail.com and Beverly Blakeney 
beverlyblakeney@gmail.com.

In-Depth Tai Chi for Fall Prevention in Vergennes. 
Thursdays, Sept. 9-Oct. 28, 10:45 a.m.-11:45 
a.m., St. Peter’s Catholic Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple 
St. Contact: Dan Bagley at bagzs@yahoo.com 
and Lee Francis lhfrancis839@gmail.com and 
Beverly Blakeney beverlyblakeney@gmail.com.

Sun Style 73 Tai Chi in Middlebury. Wednesdays, 
Sept. 15-Dec. 8, 10-11:30 a.m., Middlebury 
Rec Center, 154 Creek Rd. To sign up 
contact instructors Doreen Peterson at 
doreenvermont@gmail.com, or Beverly Blakeney 
at beverlyblakeney@gmail.com.

Sun Style 73 Tai Chi in Vergennes. Tuesdays, 
Sept. 7-Oct. 26, 10:45 a.m.-noon, St. Peter’s 
Catholic Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Contact: Dan 
Bagley at bagzs@yahoo.com and Lee Francis 
lhfrancis839@gmail.com and Beverly Blakeney 
beverlyblakeney@gmail.com.

Virtual Diabetes self-management program. 
Tuesdays, Oct. 26-Dec. 7, 4- 6:30 p.m., Zoom. 
Free. For questions or to register, contact 
Courtney Thorn at 802-388-8860 or cthorn@
portermedical.org .

Yoga Philosophy virtual discussion with 
Prem Prakash. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., Zoom. 
Go to Ilsley Public Library website to register: 
ilsleypubliclibrary.org.

KIDS AND FAMILY
Book Club for youth in Vergennes. 2nd Saturdays, 

11 a.m. Bixby Memorial Library, 258 Main St., 802-
877-2211. 

Kids Cafe Free Movie in Middlebury. Saturdays, 
12:30-2 p.m. Marquis Theater, 65 Main St., 802-
388-4841. 

La Leche League Virtual Meeting. First Wednesdays, 
10 a.m. Breast/chest-feeding support group led by 
Breastfeeding Peer Counselor and Middlebury 
mom Angela Scavo. For more info and Zoom link 
call Angela at 802-349-9084.

New Moms Connection Group. Thursdays, noon, 
Zoom. Chat with other local moms who are in their 
first year postpartum. Hosted by Alison Underwood, 
counselor and social worker at Porter Women’s 
Health. Call her for consent forms and the Zoom 
link. 802-388-5608. For parents only.

Storytime in Brandon. Saturdays, 11 a.m., Brandon 
Free Public Library, 4 Franklin St. Little ones (age 
0-5) and their caregivers gather for stories. 

Storytime in Bristol. Thursdays 10:30 a.m. 
Lawrence Memorial Library, 40 North St., 802-453-
2366. Infants, toddlers and preschool age (0-5). 
Find Marita, her ukulele and friends by the library 
garden for stories, songs and activities.

Storytime in Lincoln. Fridays 10:30 a.m., Lincoln 
Library, 222 West River Road, 802-453-2665. 
Infants, toddlers and preschool age (0-5). Little 
ones and their caregivers get together for stories 
and songs. Masks required indoors.

Virtual Mama Group. Last Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m., 
Zoom. Meet other mamas in this virtual gathering 
led by Middlebury mom Angela Scavo. Free. 
Contact Angela at 802-349-9084.

CALENDARONLINE
addisonindependent.com
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ACT 250 NOTICE
MINOR APPLICATION 9A0074-1

10 V.S.A. §§ 6001 – 6111
On October 28, 2021, Pike Industries, Inc. filed application 9A0074-1 for a 

project generally described as the construction and operation of an overburden 
storage area for stockpiling of material from the existing quarry; the new storage 
area will be located on open fields Pike owns north of the existing quarry. 
Stockpiles would be developed one at a time in sequential phases. The project 
also includes the construction of access haul roads. The overburden storage 
area will occupy approximately 17 acres of the 470 acres tract located on 326 
Campground Road in New Haven, Vermont. No hearing will be held, and a 
permit will be issued unless, on or before February 1, 2022, a party notifies 
the District 9 Commission in writing at the address below of an issue requiring 
a hearing, or the Commission sets the matter for a hearing on its own motion. 
Any person as defined in 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)(1) may request a hearing. Any 
hearing request must be in writing to the address below, must state the criteria 
or sub-criteria at issue, why a hearing is required and what additional evidence 
will be presented at the hearing. Any hearing request by an adjoining property 
owner or other person eligible for party status under 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)(1)(E) 
must include a petition for party status under the Act 250 Rules. Findings of 
Fact and Conclusions of Law will not be prepared unless the Commission holds 
a public hearing. The application and proposed permit may also be viewed on 
the Natural Resources Board’s web site (http://nrb.vermont.gov) Click on “Act 
250 Database” and enter project number 9A0074-1. If you have a disability for 
which you need accommodation in order to participate in this process (including 
participating in a public hearing, if one is held), please notify us as soon as 
possible so we may timely accommodate your needs. For more information 
contact the Coordinator listed below.
Dated this 6th day of January 2022.
 By: Susan Baird, District Coordinator
 District 5 Environmental Commission
 10 Baldwin Street, Montpelier, Vermont 05633-3201
 802-476-0134
 susan.baird@vermont.gov

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR
FERRISBURGH RESIDENTS

Annual Town Meeting elections will be held on Tuesday, March 1, 2022. 
Nominating petitions are available at the Town Clerk’s office for the following 
public offices:
 Moderator — 1-year term
 Selectboard — 2-year term
 Selectboard — 3 year term
 Lister — 3-year term
 Auditor — 3-year term
 Auditor  — 2 years of a 3-year term
 First Constable — 1-year term
 Unified School Director — 3-year term
 Unified School Director — 2-years of a 3-year term
 Rogers & Hazard Trustee — 2-year term

Deadline for filing nominating petitions for town offices is Monday, January 
24, 2022 at 5:00 p.m.

Eligible voters not on the checklist for the Town of Ferrisburgh must file 
an application for addition to the checklist in person or online. Petitions must 
contain signatures of 1% of the voters, or 23 signatures. Polls are open from 
7:00 a.m. through 7:00 p.m. at the Ferrisburgh Town Hall on Tuesday, March 
1 to vote by Australian Ballot for public offices and school budgets. The actual 
Town Meeting to vote articles and town budget will be held at the Ferrisburgh 
Town Hall at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, February 26, 2022. This will be a hybrid 
meeting so you may attend via zoom as well.

VERMONT SUPERIOR COURT 
Addison Unit 
7 Mahady Court 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
802-388-7741
www.vermontjudiciary.org

FAMILY DIVISION
Case No. 21-DM-01422

Jennifer Sabourin v. David Hall
Plaintiff Name DOB
Jennifer M. Sabourin  1/28/89 V. Defendant Name DOB

David Hall 8/21/81
ORDER FOR SERVICE BY PUBLICATION 

To the above-named Defendant- David Hall: 
You are hereby summoned and required to serve upon the Plaintiff, whose address 
is: 10 Seymour Street, Apt A Middlebury VT 05753, an Answer to the Plaintiffs 
complaint within twenty-one (21) days of the date of publication of this summons. 
You must also file a copy of your Answer with the Superior Court, Family Division 
at the following address: Addison Unit, 7 Mahady Court Middlebury, VT 05753 
802-388-7741. If you fail to answer the Complaint within twenty-one (21) days 
of the date of publication, a default judgment may be entered against you and 
the Court may grant the relief demanded by the Plaintiff in the Complaint. Under 
most circumstances, your answer must state as a counterclaim any related claim 
which you may have against the Plaintiff, or you will thereafter be barred from 
making such claim in any other action. 
Plaintiffs action is a Complaint for 
Plaintiff is seeking:

decree of divorce, legal separation or civil union dissolution;
parental rights and responsibilities for the minor child(ren) of the parties;
child support for the minor child(ren);
a finding of parentage;
an equitable division of property and debt;
spousal maintenance (alimony).

A copy of the complaint is on file and my be obtained from the clerk of the 
above-named Family Division of the Superior Court. 

Based on Plaintiffs affidavit, it appears that service cannot be made with due 
diligence by any of the methods prescribed in V.R.C.P. 4(d) through (f). It is 
therefore hereby ORDERED that service of process shall be made upon De-
fendant by publication pursuant to V.R.C.P. 4(g). This Order shall be published 
once a week for two consecutive weeks on enter a date and enter a date in the 
newspaper of general circulation in Addison County and a copy of this Order 
shall be mailed to the Defendant at the last known address.

Thomas Carlson
Superior Court Judge

x
x
x

VERMONT SUPERIOR COURT
FAMILY DIVISION

     Public Notices  can be found on Pages 5B and 9B.

TOWN OF FERRISBURGH
NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS

OF QUALIFICATIONS FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES
The Town of Ferrisburgh is in the process of obtaining Statements of 

Qualifications from qualified architectural/engineering firms detailing the firms’ 
qualifications, technical expertise, management and staffing capabilities, 
references, and related prior experience.  Required professional services will 
include but are not limited to preliminary engineering services, design- and 
construction-related services, preparation of bidding and contract documents, 
participation in the evaluation of bids received, and monitoring and inspection 
of construction activities to ensure compliance with plans and specifications 
associated for Municipal Wastewater System(s) in Ferrisburgh Center

Procurement of said services will be in accordance with elements of the 
procurement process in 40 U.S.C. § 1101-1104.  Qualified firms/candidates 
interested in being considered for this project must submit 3 copies each 
of: (1) letter of interest; (2) statement of qualifications and experience of staff 
persons who will be involved with the project; (3) references; and (4) related prior 
experience.  Submit the requested information either by mail or hand delivery to 
Town of Ferrisburgh, 3279 US7, Ferrisburgh, Vt. 05456 no later than 4:00 PM on 
February 3, 2022 in order to receive consideration.

Attention is directed to the fact that the proposed project(s) may be undertaken 
with a variety of Federal and state funds, CWSRF, etc. and that all work will be 
performed in accordance with the regulations issued by such agencies and the 
State of Vermont pertaining thereto.

The Town of Ferrisburgh shall evaluate the statements of qualifications and 
performance data and other material submitted by interested firms and select a 
minimum of three firms which, in their opinion, are best qualified to perform the 
desired services.  Interviews with each firm selected shall be conducted, which 
may include discussions regarding anticipated concepts and proposed methods 
of approach.  The Town of Ferrisburgh shall rank, in order of preference, these 
three professional firms deemed to be the most highly qualified to provide the 
services required, and shall commence scope of services and price negotiations 
with the highest qualified professional firm for engineering services.

For more information, please contact Pam Cousino, Town Clerk (802)877-
3429 or Carl Cole (802)989-8300

50 Years ago this week50 Years ago this week
Readers sometimes assume that winter is a slow time for news, 

but January 50 years ago brought a number of crime stories. Here 
are some of the top stories that appeared in the Jan. 13, 1972, issue 
of the Addison Independent:

• Police in 13 states searched for Larry A. Hamel of Ripton, 
who had fled Vermont for Massachusetts after allegedly 
participating in an armed 
robbery and kidnapping. 
Police said Hamel was 
one of two men who 
broke into Louis and 
Jeanne Bergevin’s 
Weybridge home on 
New Year’s Eve, 
attacked the couple, 
and stole $1,000 
before driving the 
couple to Lower 
Plains Road in 
Salisbury and 
abandoning them 
there in sub-zero 
t e m p e r a t u r e s . 
In addition to 
Hamel, three 
other men 
charged in 
connection with 
the crime had 
already been arrested 
and released on bail.

• Kenneth Wiggins of Shoreham was sentenced to t h r e e 
to five years in prison for participating in the armed robbery of 
Merkel’s Country Store in Bomoseen.

• Vermont State Police investigated a suspicious fire that had 
burned a summer camp in West Addison to the ground.

• Spring Edge, a prize-winning cow from Wintonbury Farms 
in Vergennes, was featured on the cover of Eastern Milk Producer 
magazine.

• Katrina Lord Eastman, a Middlebury native, died at age 100. 
She was born in 1871.

• Eighteen-year-old Daniel Mulcahy announced he was 
running for a position on the Brandon selectboard. The Brandon 
native and political science major at UVM said he was running 
against the “power elite” that “controls much of the community 
functions” in their own interest.

• The Ripton elementary school was closed after engineers 
found that the hundred-year-old building was structurally unsafe. 
The 14 students and their teachers moved to temporary classrooms 
at the Vermont Environmental Center until the school building 
(which also housed the town library) could be repaired. Today, the 
building houses the Ripton Town Offices.

– Emma Pope McCright

MIDDLEBURY — The Rotary 
Club of Middlebury this week 
is sending $20,000 to Kentucky 
to aid victims of the devastating 
tornados that ripped across the 
southwest corner of the state last 
month, killing scores. Kentucky 
was hit by four tornadoes, 
including one that stayed on the 
ground for more than 200 miles.

The Middlebury club put the 
word out that it would donate 
$10,000 toward relief as a 1-1 
match, if community members 
could raise another $10,000. As of 
Monday morning 50 individuals 
and businesses across Addison 

County had met that goal.
“This was truly a community-

to-community effort,” said Rotary 
Club President Bill Kernan. “I’m 
pleased to note that, in addition 
to Rotary Club funds, our 
contribution to recovery efforts 
includes individual donations by 
a number of Rotarians. Thank 
you to all who participated.” 

The Rotary Club of Vergennes 
also pitched in toward the match. 

The $20,000 will be evenly 
split between the Mayfield (Ky.) 
Rotary Club and the Western 
Kentucky Tornado Relief Fund, a 
foundation set up by Gov. Andy 

Local Rotary sends $20k to help tornado victims

Beshear. The two organizations 
will oversee distribution of the 
money. 

“This is just so wonderful,” 
said John Carrico, past president 
of the Mayfield Rotary Club. 
“Rotarians are the best. Please 
give our heartfelt thanks to the 
club and all who contributed. 
Blessings to you all!” 

The Rotary club is pleased 
to accept more donations to 
the relief effort. All gifts will 
continue to be evenly divided 
between Mayfield Rotary and 
Western Kentucky Tornado Relief 
Fund. Make your tax-deductible 
gift in any amount, payable to the 
Rotary Club of Middlebury, PO 
Box 46, Middlebury, VT 05753.

“I’m pleased to note 
that, in addition to 
Rotary Club funds, our 
contribution to recovery 
efforts includes 
individual donations by 
a number of Rotarians. 
Thank you to all who 
participated.” 

— Bill Kernan

Students of the Week from all area high schools 
will receive a gift certificate from Vermont Book 

Shop and a mug from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!

If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week 
contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Otter Valley Union High School
STUDENT OF THE WEEKSTUDENT OF THE WEEK

Fraser Pierpont

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics 

802-388-8999
Middlebury

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
388-6054

M-F 7:15-5:30 & Sat. 8-3
countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

We’ve Got You Covered!

Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations to:

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 
• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT
802-388-3371

Congratulations

Stop by to grab 
your mug!

27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Fraser

Fraser

Fraser

Fraser

Fraser

Otter Valley Union High School proudly 
introduces Fraser Pierpont, our Student of the 
Week. Fraser is the son of Mort and Michelle 
Pierpont of Leicester. His older brother, Sawyer, 
is a freshman at St. Michael’s College, where he 
plays soccer.

Fraser took AP Biology as a junior, and 
is currently taking AP World History and AP 
Literature as a senior. He was inducted into 
the National Honor Society in the spring of his 
junior year. Recognized for his potential skills in 
leading others, Fraser was chosen as a school 
representative for the Hugh O’Brian Youth 
Leadership conference, known as HOBY.  

Quite the athlete, Fraser has played soccer 

all the way through high school, starting at JV 
as a freshman and moving up to start on varsity 
in grades 10-12. He was chosen to be a captain 
this year. He may be even stronger on the 
baseball diamond, where he was on the varsity 
team for playoffs as a freshman and has played 
varsity the rest of the way through high school. 
He also played American Legion baseball for 
Post 31 this past summer. A good pitcher and 
hitter, Fraser was chosen to the SVL B Division 
First Team.

He has held down two paying jobs. During 
the summer he has worked at Camp Keewaydin 
at Lake Dunmore, and he currently works at 
Olympia Sports after school. In middle school he 

also volunteered at the Leicester School summer 
camp.

Outside of school Fraser enjoys skiing, hunting, 
fishing, spending time outside and making origami 
swans.

One of the big picture lessons Fraser has 
learned during high school is he must always find 
the good in everything. “My personal philosophy 
is to not worry and just let life happen,” he says. 
“My personal advice to other students would be 
to work extremely hard now, but also enjoy the 
freedom that comes with being a student.”

Fraser is looking at colleges he can attend after 
high school. Wherever he ends up, Otter Valley 
wishes him well.
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration 
carpentry/contractors
computers
construction
dental services

engineering
excavation
firewood
flooring

heating &
    air conditioning
home inspections
masonry
paintingBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

1438 S. Brownell Rd. • PO Box 159 • Williston, VT 05495
802-862-5590 • www.gmeinc.biz

Alan Huizenga, P.E., President
Steven L. Palmer, P.E.

Brad Washburn, P. E. • Montpelier

“INNOVATIVE ENGINEERING SOLUTIONS 
WITH A COMMON SENSE APPROACH

DELIVERED TO OUR CLIENTS IN A
PROFESSIONAL, COST EFFECTIVE AND 

PERSONAL MANNER”

ENGINEERING

PLACE YOUR AD HERE

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING FURNACES

DO YOU WINTERIZE HOUSES? 
YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

CALL 802-388-4944

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

Dupont Auto
4087 States Prison Hollow Rd

Monkton Ridge, VT 05469
(802)453-3562 • dupontauto7@gmail.com
Full service shop. We do comprehensive 
Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs from 
Oil Changes to Engine Rebuilds and 
Replacements. Our Body/Collision Shop does 
all levels of repair and restoration. 

24 hour towing and road side service.

DENTAL SERVICES

      Bristol Park Dental

6 PARK PLACE, BRISTOL, VT    802.453.7700

 BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

We are here for all of your dental needs, 
and offer the highest quality comprehensive 
care.  We are proud to bring the full range 
of dental services to our community, and to 
be your premiere implant provider.

Where a Happy, Healthy Smile is a Walk in the Park!

Accepting all insurances, and in network with Delta Dental, 
CIGNA, United Concordia, & CBA Blue.  No insurance? 

No problem.  Dental membership plans now available!

The PC Medic of Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont is now offering 

socially-distanced 
computer services.

Call for a remote tune-up 
today, and get your PC
running correctly again!

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

FLOORING

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.
Interior & Exterior

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free 
Estimates 

References 

Fully 
Insured

Hummingbird
   Paint &
   Carpentry

Interior/Exterior 

802-377-2030
New Haven, VT

Fully 
Insured

Free
Estimates

PAINTING

NEED A PAINTER?
BOOK NOW FOR SPRING!

HOME INSPECTIONS

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

FLOORING

ADVERTISE HERE TOADVERTISE HERE TO
FILL YOUR CALENDARFILL YOUR CALENDAR
CALL 802-388-4944.CALL 802-388-4944.

WINTER IS HERE!WINTER IS HERE!

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation 
Insulation • Replacement

Plasma Art • Torches • Welding 
Plasma Table • Duct Cleaning

H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local!   802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation
Insulation • Replacement

Duct Cleaning
H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local! 802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

www.vermontcustommoldings.com

EXCAVATION

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

DO YOU DO YOU 
CLEAN  CLEAN  
FURNACES?  FURNACES?  
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

STORAGE
4 Sizes ~ Self-locking units
Hardscrabble Rd., Bristol

Monthly prices
6’x12’ $30 • 8’x12’ $45

10’x12’ $55 • 12’x21’ $75

VISIT US ON 
FACEBOOK www.livingstonfarmlandscape.com

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting

plumbing
property management
registration assistance
renewable energy

roofing
septic & water
siding
storage
surveying

taxes
tree service
wood heating

SURVEYING

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

CHECK US
OUT

ONLINE AT
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

STORAGE

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

TAXES

LOOK HERE FIRST!!

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

WOOD HEATINGWOOD HEATING

DO YOU SELL WOOD?DO YOU SELL WOOD?
CLEAN CHIMNEYS?CLEAN CHIMNEYS?

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Rodney Orvis, L.S.

Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys
FEMA Elevation Certificates

135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 
388-3511    shortsurveying@gmail.com

PLUMBING

YOUR AD
SHOULD BE HERE!

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

WOOD HEATING

PAINTING

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Phone (802) 537-3555

as seen at Addison County Field Days!
Michael Doran

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Made You Look
Imagine what
this space
could do for
your business

GETGET
RESULTS!RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC
JEANNE MILLER (802) 349-8483 • roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com

2877 Ethan Allen, Highway, Unit 2, New Haven, VT. 05472

NEW SNOWMOBILE OR ATV?NEW SNOWMOBILE OR ATV?
We can register it!
We can register all cars, trucks and

RV’s here in Addison County!

Acorn Painting

Interior/
Exterior

Honest
Dependable

Fully 
Insured

Mike Dever • michael@acornpainting.com
802-453-5611  (c) 802-373-9176

Acorn Painting Battell
Block

• 6’x5’: $30
• 6’x7’: $35
• 5’x10’: $40
• 8’x7’: $45
• 5’x11’: $45
• 6’x11’: $50
• Bike storage 
  $10/month

Climate Controlled Storage UnitsClimate Controlled Storage Units

CONVENIENT 

DOWNTOWN LOCATION

Call or email today
802.231.1311

gciffo@neddere.com  
www.nedderealestate.com

Monthly Rates

GET RESULTS!GET RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

STORAGE

Are you a
tax preparer?

We’ll help you reach more clients
this tax season. Email 

advertising@addisonindependent.com 
to get started.
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking.  Mid-
dlebury hosts online meet-
ings, Sunday nights at 7:15 
pm and Wednesdays at 
1:30 pm.  Visit vermonta-
lanonalateen.org for the 
link and list of other meet-
ings in the region.  If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meet-
ings are suspended until 
further notice.  For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is temporarily closed.  
Due to COVID-19 we are 
now holding our meetings 
online. For up-to-date infor-
mation on how to access 
recovery services remotely 
please visit  https://turning-
pointaddisonvt.org/covid-
19-page-2/.’

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

FREE CAMP WOOD. 
You haul away. Monday 
- Wednesday pick up. 453-
2897.

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

For Rent
BRISTOL 2 bedroom apart-
ment for rent in duplex. 
Heat, rubbish removal, 
groundskeeping included. 
$1400. Email Notchapt@
gmail.com

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals. 

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

EAST MIDDLEBURY fur-
nished room. All included; 
fully equipped kitchen, wi-fi, 
w/d, parking, all utilities.  
Private entrance.  Clean, 
quiet, safe. $500 per 
month. Text Sue 802-989-
8941.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

VERGENNES WILLOW 
APARTMENTS Is currently 
taking waitlist applications 
for 1 and 2 bedroom apart-
ments.  No smoking/no 
pets.  Income limits ap-
ply- Rent rate based on 
income.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity 802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191.  www.
SummitPMG.com.

Att. Farmers
SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather horsewear of all 
kinds for cleaning and re-
pairing. Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line.

Cars
CAR FOR SALE: 2006 Nis-
san Xterra 4WD SE 202k 
Miles, Auto Transmission 
All-terrain tires, Bluetooth 
stereo. Clean title, no ac-
cidents, extremely well 
maintained $4000 OBO 
Call (303)-807-4292 and 
leave message.

DEADLINE: Monday at  5 p.m. 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free!  An ad placed for consecutive issues is run 4th time free! PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial responsibility for 
errors in ads, but will rerun classified ad in which the 
error occurred. No refunds will be possible. Advertiser 
will please notify us of any errors which may occur after 
first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
www.addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

RA
TE

S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 
• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices
Card of Thanks
Personals
Services
Free**
Lost ’N Found**
Garage Sales 
Lawn & Garden
Opportunities
Adoption

Work Wanted
Help Wanted
For Sale
Public Meetings**
For Rent
Want to Rent
Wood Heat
Real Estate
Animals

Att. Farmers
Motorcycles
Cars
Trucks
SUVs
Snowmobiles
Boats
Wanted
Real Estate Wanted
Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Or Submit Your Classifed Ads On Our Website! addisonindependent.com

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

Required qualifications:
• Commercial driver’s license

• Clean driving record
• Agriculture background

• Willing to learn & handle multiple tasks
• Positive attitude

• Willing to work long hours in busy season
Benefits include medical, 401k, & vacation.

Please apply at
88 Seymour St., Middlebury.

If you have questions, contact Skip Cray 
at 802-388-7000 or scray@bbinc.us.

WE ARE HIRING
FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES

Highway Maintenance
The Town of Hinesburg is seeking 

individuals to fill various positions 
within the Highway Department. A valid 
VT issued CDL is required. Full-time and 
seasonal positions are available. Full-time 
positions offer competitive pay and an 
excellent benefits package.

A $2,000 bonus will be given upon 
successful completion of a 6-month 
probation period for both full-time and 
seasonal positions.

To learn more about these opportunities, 
please contact the Town Manager at todit@
hinesburg.org or 482-4206. A job description 
and employment application are located on 
the town website Hinesburg.org. 

The Town of Hinesburg is an equal opportunity employer.  

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

Volunteer at the Lake Champlain
Maritime Museum this spring

Lake Champlain Maritime Museum is looking for volunteers to help with gardening needs for 
the spring season. Regular help weeding and maintaining established flower beds

and an overgrown rose garden would be greatly appreciated. 

Please reach out to Elisa Nelson
at Elisacn@lcmm.org if interested

3 x col 4.25 CD
specialized commun

2 x col  3 CD
ACSD

custodian
2 x col  2,25 CD
maplefields

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

It’s against the law to 
discriminate

when advertising housing

Let us help you sift through the complexities of the 
Fair Housing Law. Stay legal. Stay on the right side 
of the nation’s Fair Housing Law. 
Call the Addison Independent at (802) 388-4944. 

Talk to our sales professionals.

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break the law 

than you might think.
You can’t say “no children” or “adults only.”

There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government is watching for such 

discrimination.

Please contact us at 802-388-6388
Web: www.sccvt.org    |    Email:  denise.smith@sccvt.org

Begin a career in 2022, 
don’t start a job. 

Spend your time doing work
that makes a real difference.

We need great people
who want to help great people.

Are you compassionate, kind, resilient, and adaptable? 
Specialized Community Care is seeking unique individuals 
who will act as mentors, coaches, and friends to provide 
support for adults in Addison, Rutland, Franklin and Chittenden 
Counties with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. This 
is a fun and rewarding career spent “Off the Couch.” We 
provide extensive training, support, professional growth and 
advancement opportunities in a family work environment. We 
offer pay increases after a probationary period and further 
advancement and pay for self-paced skill building. We want 
to hire your values and train the skills that will help make you 
successful. 

Let’s talk!

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

ADDISON CENTRAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

CUSTODIAN
Addison Central School District is seeking 

full and part time Custodians, Monday 
through Friday second shift.  

Experience is a plus, but not required. 

Apply through Schoolspring or by 
sending a letter of interest, resume, and 

three current letters of reference to:
Dr. Peter Burrows, Superintendent
Addison Central School District

49 Charles Avenue
Middlebury, VT  05753

Applications will be accepted until
the position has been filled.

E.O.E.

Middlebury Agway •  338 Exchange St. – Middlebury, VT.

Middlebury Agway is seeking a highly motivated individual to assist in our Nursery 
and Greenhouse during our busy season.  The main focus of this position will be on 
sales, customer service, care and display of all plant material inventory.  Knowledge 

of Trees, Shrubs, a wide variety of plants and garden/landscape design. We’re looking 
for someone to pleasantly and confidently interact with customers in a demanding, 
fast paced environment.  Full Time or Part Time candidates will be considered but 

weekend availability is required. Multiple positions available. 
 • Ability to lift and assist in loading and unloading of plant material and in the store.

• Knowledge of Growing/Caring for/Harvesting: Vegetables, Annuals, Perennials, 
Trees and Shrubs 

 • Excellent Customer Service Skills a must plus ability to recommend and sell plant 
material as well as complementary products

• Must be available to work weekends
• Team oriented, co-operative and a positive attitude required.

Please send Resumes to info@middleburyagway.com
or  fill out Application at Middlebury Agway,

338 Exchange Street, Middlebury. 

Nursery and Greenhouse Sales and Care Associate

Addison Independent
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PUBLIC
NOTICE

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located 

in Frank Mahady Courthouse 
is available to accept passport 

applications and provide 
passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED. 
FACE MASKS REQUIRED.

(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Wednesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

TOWN OF CORNWALL 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
The Cornwall Development Review Board will hold a public hearing on 

Wednesday, February 2, 2022, at 7 pm.
The hearing will be held by teleconference. An online meeting link and a 

dial in number will be published on the agenda for the meeting, so that Board 
members, the applicant, and interested members of the public may participate 
electronically or by telephone.  The agenda will be posted at least 48 hours 
before the hearing at the Town Hall and the Town Garage, and on the Town’s 
website.  There will be an option to attend the teleconference from the Cornwall 
Town Hall, located at 2629 Route 30 in Cornwall, Vermont.

Purpose of the hearing:
To hear a request by Randy Laframboise of 835 Morse Road, Cornwall, 

Vermont for a variance and/or waiver of the dimensional requirement in 
Section 222(3) of the Cornwall Subdivision Regulations so as to permit a 
boundary line adjustment on the property located at 578 Morse Road, owned 
by Randy & Susan Laframboise and located in the Low Density Residential 
District, to increase the size of the existing lot from ½ acre to 1 acre. Section 
222(3) requires that lots resulting from a boundary line adjustment meet the 
dimensional requirements for lots within the underlying zoning district (in this 
case, 4 acres).

Electronic copies of this application are available to the public on the Town’s 
website, www.cornwallvt.com.  The application is also available to the public at 
the Cornwall Town Clerk’s office, 2629 Route 30, Cornwall, Vermont.  You are 
free to review the file for any additional information concerning this particular 
matter.

Persons wishing to be heard at this public hearing, or their representatives 
(a licensed Vermont Attorney or an authorized agent), may participate in the 
hearing by using the online meeting link or the dial in number.  Please note 
that in accordance with Chapter 117, Section 4464, of the Vermont statutes, 
participation in this public hearing is a prerequisite to the right to make 
subsequent appeal. 

TOWN OF LINCOLN PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING OF THE LINCOLN PLANNING COMMISSION

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2021, AT 7:05 P.M.
The Lincoln Planning Commission will hold a Preliminary Plan Hearing for 

Application #21-098 for a 5-lot subdivision as proposed by V. Gebo, L. Gebo, 
K. Hallock and P. Hallock for Parcel #03-04-01-27.100, located at 2669 
Downingsville Road Lincoln, VT 05443

Said hearing will be held Thursday, February 3, 2021, beginning at 7:05 p.m., 
to review applicant testimony and evidence by interested parties wishing to be 
heard on this matter.

The hearing will be a hybrid meeting- held in person at the Lincoln Town Office 
and hosted virtually on Zoom. For questions, to view the application, or for the 
link to the hearing please contact Ann at (802) 453-2980 or at zoningadmin@
lincolnvermont.org.

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT      

PROBATE DIVISION
ADDISON UNIT

DOCKET NO. 21-PR-06767
IN RE THE ESTATE OF 

CHARLES CATLIN
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the creditors of the estate of 
Charles Catlin, late of Addison.

I have been appointed to administer 
this estate.  All creditors having 
claims against the decedent or the 
estate must present their claims in 
writing within four (4) months of the 
first publication of this notice.  The 
claim must be presented to me at 
the address listed below with a copy 
sent to the Court.  The claim may be 
barred forever if it is not presented 
within the four (4) month period.
Dated: January 6, 2022

Bruce Catlin, Executor
c/o Kevin T. Brennan, Esq.,

PO Box 8
Monkton, VT 05469

802-453-8400
kevin@bpd.legal

Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 1/13/22
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Probate Court, 7 Mahady
Court, Middlebury VT 05753

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT      

PROBATE DIVISION
ADDISON UNIT

DOCKET NO. 21-PR-07017
IN RE THE ESTATE OF 

KENNETH WELLS BURTON

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the creditors of the estate 

of Kenneth Wells Burton late of 
Middlebury, Vermont.

I have been appointed to administer 
this estate.  All creditors having 
claims against the decedent or the 
estate must present their claims in 
writing within four (4) months of the 
first publication of this notice.  The 
claim must be presented to me at 
the address listed below with a copy 
sent to the Court.  The claim may be 
barred forever if it is not presented 
within the four (4) month period.
Dated: January 13, 2022

Katherine E. Brande
1169 Upper Notch Road

Bristol, VT 05443
802-771-5323

1169kbrande@comcast.net
.....

Kenneth S. Burton
5971 Snake Mountain Road

Weybridge, VT 05753
802-771-5508

akjburton@yahoo.com

Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 1/13/22
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Probate Court,
7 Mahady Court,
Middlebury, VT 05753

For more details, or to ask additional questions, please contact your local electric utility, or one of the following:

Please fill out this request completely to help us determine if you qualify for herbicide treatment notification.
MAIL THIS REQUEST TO YOUR LOCAL ELECTRIC UTILITY AT THE ADDRESS LISTED ABOVE BEFORE  

FEBRUARY 15TH, 2022

Name

Street Address

Town

State          Zip Code

Electric Utility Account Number

Affected Property (Check all that apply):  Year-Round Residence  Summer Residence Commercial Property  
Water Supply    Organic Farm   Land  Other

Line/Pole Identification:  Utility Initials  Pole Numbers

Town/City of Affected Property

Home Phone Number

Work Phone Number

OK to use work number? (circle one) Yes No

Best time to contact you

Based on the information above, if you believe you qualify to be notified in advance of pending herbicide applica-
tions in the rights-of-way, mail the request below to your local electric company before February 15th, 2022.

IMPORTANT ANNUAL NOTICE REGARDING HERBICIDE USE  
IN THE MAINTENANCE OF ELECTRIC UTILITY RIGHTS-OF-WAY

The Vermont Public Utility Commission has set forth rules under PUC Rule 3.600 pertaining to the use of herbicides in the 
maintenance of electric utility rights-of-way (ROW).  Each spring, herbicide applications may begin on or after April 1st.  
These rules afford you important rights and duties.  Vermont electric utilities maintain electric line rights-of-way with several 
methods, including the selective use of herbicides on trees and brush. They also encourage low-growing shrubs and trees 
which will crowd tall-growing species and, thus, minimize the use of herbicides.  Methods of herbicide applications may in-
clude stump, stem injection, basal, soil, and foliar.  Only electric utility rights-of-way that have tall-growing tree species 
with the potential of threatening the electric utility system are treated.

If you reside on or own property in Vermont within 1000’ of an electric utility right-of-way:
1. Sign up to receive written notification from your local electric utility of plans to apply herbicide on any ROW within 
1000’ of your property or the property where you reside.  Check nearby poles for tags identifying the utility and/or pole num-
ber, complete the form below and submit it to your local electric utility by mail before February 15th, 2022 to be added to the 
notification list.  If determined to be qualified, you will receive notification from the utility at least 30 days prior to scheduled 
herbicide application.
2. You are responsible to make your local electric utility aware of the location of any potentially affected water supply, 
and of any other environmentally sensitive area where herbicide application ought to be avoided.
3. Watch and listen for public service announcements in newspapers and radio ads noting upcoming herbicide applica-
tions.
4. Check with your local electric utility regarding the vegetaton management cycle near your particular line.
5. You have the right to request, in writing, that the utility refrain from applying herbicides in the process of clearing the 
right-of-way, and the utility may offer alternatives such as herbicide stump treatment or herbicide stem injections.
6. You have the right to refuse, in writing, the use of herbicides whatsoever at no cost to you if the type of lines in the right-
of-way are distribution lines, bringing electric service directly to individual customers.
7. You have the right to refuse, in writing, the use of herbicides whatsoever by paying a $30 administration fee if 
the type of lines in the right-of-way are transmission lines or sub-transmission lines, bringing electricity to or between 
substations.

Vermont Electric Power Company 
(VELCO)

366 Pinnacle Ridge 
Rd. Rutland, VT 05701                                                       

Attn: Scott Carlson  (802) 353 3584

Agency of Agriculture
Public Health & Ag. Resource Mgmt
116 State St., Montpelier, VT  05602

1-802-828-2431

Department of Public Service
Consumer Affairs & Public Information
112 State St., Montpelier, VT  05620

1-800-622-4496

Resident/Property Owner Request to be Added to Herbicide Treatment Notification Mailing List

 ADDISON CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ASBESTOS IN SCHOOLS PERIODIC NOTICE

The Federal Environment Protection Agency requires that the public, 
persons employed in, and parents of students attending any school building 
containing asbestos of a friable (possible crumbling) nature must be notified 
of its presence and location. Further, the agency requires that inspections be 
made and that maintenance be performed to eliminate risk.

lnspections were made of all schools in the Addison Central School 
District in 1979 by the Vermont Department of Health. ln those inspections, 
asbestos was found in the boiler rooms and pipe lagging of the following 
schools: Bridport, Cornwall, Mary Hogan, Middlebury Union High School, 
and Weybridge. Asbestos is also found in the floor tiles of the School District, 
but it is encapsulated in the tile. lt presents no hazard unless it is disturbed 
and crumbles. No risk to inhabitants of the building was indicated as long as 
adequate maintenance is performed.

New cycles of inspections will be performed periodically. An Asbestos 
Management Plan for each school has been developed by the State and a 
copy is available for inspection in each school.

Eric Warren, Designated Person - Asbestos Addison Central School District

Auctions    
  
Public Notices 

Index
Public Notices for the  following 

can be found on 5B and 9B.

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Vermont State Police operating 
out of the New Haven barracks 
reported one interaction with the 
public between Jan. 2 and 10.

On Friday, Jan. 7, at about 10 
minutes before 5 a.m., troopers 
were called to a family fight 
at a home on Stickney Road 
in Whiting. State police said 
that through investigation 
they learned that 21-year-old 

Peyton Mitchell of Brandon had 
physically assaulted and caused 
bodily harm to someone at the 
house. 

Mitchell left the residence 
prior to the arrival of police, and 
authorities as of early this week 
had not located him. Anyone with 
any information on the location 
of Peyton Mitchell is asked to call 
the Vermont State Police New 
Haven barracks at 802-388-4919.

Police LogVt. State ADDISON CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE THE SCHOOL DISTRICT

ACSD is seeking interested candidates for the following School District Officers:
A Moderator
A Treasurer*

A Clerk*
These positions are one-year only, and take effect following the March 1, 2022 

Town Meeting.  Job descriptions are available upon request to the email address 
below.

Interested candidates are required to complete A Consent for Office Form 
available by emailing sfletcher@acsdvt.org.  Filing deadline is January 24, 2022, 
4:00 PM.  
 *Stipend position

TOWN OF FERRISBURGH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
FEBRUARY 2, 2022

A public hearing before the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town of 
Ferrisburgh will be held at the Town Clerk’s Office on Wednesday, February 2, 
2022 to consider the following:
 7:00 PM Call to order and approval of minutes from January 5 meeting.  
 7:05 PM Application No. 21-188 (Orben) for second story addition to   
  existing camp; property ID # 99/99/99.023; 200 Shore Road;
   Shoreland (SD-2) district;  conditional use. 
 7:20 PM Application No. 21-178 (Sullivan) for improvements to existing
   quarry; property ID # 13/01/59.1; 2078 Jersey Street; Rural
  Agricultural (RA-5) district; conditional use; continued from  
  January hearing. 
 7:30 PM Other business.

The above files are available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office.  
Persons wishing to appear and be heard may do so in person or be represented 
by an agent or an attorney.  Communications about the above hearings may 
also be filed in writing with the Board or the Zoning Administrator.

  PLEASE NOTE: Participation in the local proceeding is a prerequisite to the 
right to take any subsequent appeal.

PLEASE ALSO NOTE:  A site visit at the quarry at 2078 Jersey Street is 
scheduled for January 22, 2022 at 10 a.m.  

CITY OF VERGENNES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given to the residents of the City of Vergennes that the 
Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on Monday, February 7 at 
6:30 P.M. for discussion of the final draft of the revised Zoning and Subdivision 
Regulations.  

This public hearing will be held as “a hybrid meeting”, with participation either 
in person, remotely through Zoom, or by phone.  The in-person meeting will be 
held in the conference room at City Hall.  Masks are required.  One can join 
the meeting by computer at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9268360439, passcode 
907999, or by Phone at 1-929-205-6099, passcode 907999.  
For participants joining by phone:

· To raise your hand during the meeting, press *9
· To mute/unmute during the meeting, press *6

If you experience any difficulty in accessing the conference call, contact Zoning 
Administrator Peter Garon at 802-377-9527.
Statement of Purpose:

The purpose of re-writing the zoning regulations is to bring the 
regulations into conformance with the municipal plan, to update 
language; to clarify intent of certain provisions; to modify zoning 
districts dimensional standards; to make changes in permitted and 
conditional uses in certain zoning districts; to make additions, to 
modify, and to delete sections of the definitions and miscellaneous 
other changes. 

Geographic Area Affected
The entire area of the City of Vergennes is affected.

Table of Contents of Proposed Amendments – Note that this is a summary 
of proposed language changes and does not include all the specifics 
of those changes.  To see all of the specific details of the proposed 
changes, please review the detailed document at vergennes.org, (home; 
government; committees and commissions; planning commission) 

TABLE OF CONTENTS – MODIFIED TO ADDRESS PROPOSED CHANGES
ARTICLE I: DEFINITIONS – INCLUDES UPDATED LANGUAGE, ADDITIONS, 

MODIFICATIONS AND DELETIONS
ARTICLE II: ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT – CLARIFIES ZONING 

ADMINISTRATOR AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY; CLARIFIES 
ZONING ENFORCEMENT AND PENALITIES; CREATES CIVIL OFFENSE 
PENALTY FEE STRUCTURE.

ARTICLE III: ZONING PERMITS; GENERAL PROVISIONS – ADDS 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR CERTAIN FUNCTIONS RELATED TO 
CERTIFICATES OF OCCUPANCY AND SKETCH PLANS TO ZONING 
ADMINISTRATOR

ARTICLE IV: PERMITS FOR ONE-HOUSEHOLD AND TWO-HOUSEHOLD 
DWELLING USES: CHANGES CONDITIONS FOR AN ACCESSORY 
DWELLING UNIT.

ARTICLE V: PROCEDURES REQUIRING REVIEW BY THE DEVELOPMENT 
REVIEW BOARD:  ADDS NOTICE OF “ON THE RECORD APPEALS”.

ARTICLE VI: APPEALS: ADDS NOTICE OF “ON THE RECORD APPEALS”.
ARTICLE VII: SITE PLAN REVIEW:  ADDS REQUIREMENT TO DETAIL 

RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES.
ARTICLE VIII: CONDITIONAL USE REVIEW:  NO CHANGES
ARTICLE IX: SUBDIVISION REVIEW:  ADDS REQUIREMENT TO DETAIL 

RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES.
ARTICLE X: PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT:  MODIFIES DENSITY 

BONUSES. 
ARTICLE XI: LOCAL ACT 250 REVIEW:  NO CHANGES.
ARTICLE XII: PARKING, LOADING, AND DRIVEWAYS:  MODIFIES PARKING 

REQUIREMENTS; MODIFIES OPEN STORAGE OF MOTOR VEHICLES.
ARTICLE XIII: SIGNS:  ADDS REGULATIONS FOR TEMPORARY SIGNS.
ARTICLE XIV: GENERAL REGULATIONS:  CHANGES FRONTAGE 

REQUIREMENTS
ARTICLE XV: SPECIFIC REGULATIONS:  CHANGES RULES FOR STORAGE 

OF CAMPERS; ADDS REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE ELECTRICAL 
OUTLETS IN NEW GARAGES; BANS HELIPADS AND AIRFIELDS IN THE 
CITY.

ARTICLE XVI: ZONING DISTRICT REGULATIONS DELETES 
AGRICULTURAL AND RURAL RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT:  MODIFIES 
DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS; MODIFIES DEMOLITION STANDARDS; 
CLARIFIES CONDITIONAL USE CATEGORIES.

A copy of the full text of the final revised version of the Zoning and Subdivision 
Regulations is available for public review by contacting Peter Garon at 
pgaron@vergennes.org.  Copies are also available for review at the office of 
the City Clerk, or on the City website at www.vergennes.org.  
January 13, 2022
Shannon Haggett, Chair
Planning Commission
City of Vergennes 

Addison County Courthouse (1)
Addison County Central School District 

(2)
Cornwall (1)

Ferrisburgh (3)
Lincoln (1)

New Haven (1)
Vergennes (1)

Vermont Electric Power Company (1)

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM
COST 
/LB

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 1-6-22 and 1-10-2022
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Woodnotch 1990 .70 1393.00
A. Brisson 2125 .65 1381.25
Nea Tocht 1875 .685 1284.38
Blue Spruce 1795 .71 1274.45
Woodnotch 1655 .72 1191.60
Nop Bros. 1770 .655 1159.35
McClaughlin 1805 .62 1119.10
Westminster 1595 .645 1028.78
CALVES    LBS. $
Barnes Bros. 113 2.20 248.60
Quarry Rd. 120 2.00 240.00
A. Brisson 100 2.10 210.00
Deer Valley 112 1.25 140.00
Vorsteveld 104 1.125 117.00
Total # Beef: 189 • Total # Calves: 296
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661



PAGE 10B — Addison Independent, Thursday, January 13, 2022

IT’S TIME TO OPT- IN
If you’re a Bristol resident and
support retail cannabis sales,

please stop by and sign the petition
for Bristol to OPT-IN and

don’t forget to vote on town meeting day.

Open 11-4    Tues-Sat
802-453-4797     11 Main St Bristol

just come on down 
or stay connected on facebook and instagram

don’t forget our novelty seeds

JAMES A. DUMONT, ESQ.

15 Main Street
PO Box 229

Bristol, Vermont
05443

1-802-453-7011

jim@dumontlawvt.com

Visit our website at
dumontlawvt.com

Representing injury victims for more than 35 years

Call me toll free - 1-866-453-7011

Curbside pick-up, local delivery & shipping available
12 Main St, Bristol   •  453-9645   •   www.simonsaysvt.com

Squishy stuff  •  Sparkly things
Clothes to wear  •  Boots to try on 

Candy to eat  •  Games to play
Puzzles to solve

Playmobil & LEGO to build

Come find it allCome find it all
at Simon Says.at Simon Says. 

Squishmallows & stuffies to hug
Markers, Clay, Backpacks,

Nesting Dolls, Giggles and Fun

Family Owned Since 1906

Manufactured locally
in Bristol, Vermont
QUALITY Kiln-dried 

Lumber
Hardwood

Mon-Fri 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(closed noon-12:30pm)

802-453-4884
www.vermontlumber.com

Friendly & Professional Service
Cash & Volume Discounts

ROUGH HARDWOODS
Maple • Oak • Birch • Cherry • Ash
Butternut • Yellow Poplar • Walnut 

• Mahogany

Repairs & Remodeling • New Con-
struction • Furniture • Cabinets

Superior Quality and Great Prices!

Call for pricing and availability.

PLUMBING & HEATING
125 Monkton Road

Bristol, VT
802-453-2325

FUEL DELIVERY
185 Exchange Street

Middlebury, VT
802-388-4975

cvplumbingheating.com champlainvalleyfuels.com

Thank you for your
support and loyalty

• Dependable Delivery 
• 24-hour Emergency Service

• Free estimates for new installations and renovations
We wish everyone a Happy & Healthy New Year!

Celebrating 20 Years Celebrating 20 Years 
of Serviceof Service

  2
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By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — Renewable 

energy supporters were all aglow 
in Bristol this past Saturday, Jan. 
8, lit up not only with a sense of 
accomplishment and hope but 
also by the sunshine pouring 
through their windows as they 
celebrated the completion of 
Bristol Community Solar (BCS), a 
500kWh array built on the site of 
the town’s former landfill.

“A lot of us ask, ‘How do you 
transform the energy infrastructure 
of a state like Vermont, where at 
the same time we’re progressive 
and want renewable energy, but 
we’re also conservative and don’t 
want anything to change?’” said 
ACORN Energy Co-op President 
Ben Marks during the project’s 
virtual celebration. “And our 
answer to that is: with openness 
and cooperation” and a heck of a 
lot of planning and work.

BCS was organized and built by 
ACORN and Waitsfield’s Aegis 
Renewable Energy, supported 
by the town of Bristol and made 
possible from investments by Co-
op Insurance and 120 residential, 
business, nonprofit and municipal 
members.

It began supplying the power 
grid with electricity on Dec. 
22 — less than two years after it 
was pitched as a project by Bristol 
Energy Committee Chair Sally 
Burrell.

The array consists of 1,694 

panels capable of producing 
more than 800,000kWh of energy 
every year — offsetting the rough 
equivalent of 1.3 million pounds of 
carbon dioxide, according to Aegis 
founder and President Nils Behn.

A number of elected officials 
were on hand to celebrate the 
project’s completion, including 
Rep. Mari Cordes (D-Lincoln), 
Rep. Caleb Elder (D-Starksboro), 
Sen. Ruth Hardy (D-Addison 
County) and Congressman Peter 
Welch (D-Vermont).

“This is one of the reasons I love 
representing Addison County,” 
Hardy said, backlit by a sun-filled 
window. “I feel like across the board, 
our county, our communities, our 
people come together to find really 
creative, determined solutions to 
really tough problems... As the 
mother of three kids who remind 
me pretty much every day that their 
future is dependent on our ability 
to find creative solutions like this, I 
just want to thank you on behalf of 
the next generation.”

Saturday’s event also featured 
members of Vermont Interfaith 
Power and Light and the Interfaith 
Climate Action Network (ICAN), 
which promoted the project in their 
communities.

Not only did they encourage 
their members to live out their faith 
by investing in local solar power, 
said New Haven Congregational 
Church Pastor Abigail Diehl-
Noble, but they also invited them to 

tithe on behalf of a nonprofit that 
would not otherwise have had the 
resources to go solar: Clemmons 
Family Farm in Charlotte. Through 
ICAN, people chipped in to buy 
Clemmons Family Farm shares in 
BCS, which will provide the farm 
with solar credits.

Building on a “60-year legacy 
of love and commitment to the 
community,” the Clemmons 
family created a nonprofit in 2019 
to preserve their farm as a safe 
environment for Black people, 
artists and community members; 
develop and maintain a network 
of artists of African heritage; and 
build a loving and supportive 
multicultural community.

“The work the Bristol solar 
community has done with ICAN 
and ACORN is exactly the sort of 
community we are so proud to be 
a part of,” said Lydia Clemmons 
on Saturday. “The mission and 
the fact that you’ve reached out to 
us in this way and supported us is 
so touching and so inspiring, and 
I think that the work that is going 
on is an innovative model for 
everybody.”

BCS members will soon start 
seeing solar credits on their power 
bills, said ACORN Solar Co-op 
member Tom Dunn.

And six years from now, they’ll 
own the project.

“So unlike large projects that you 
drive by that are owned by faceless 
corporations someplace, this array 
is ultimately going to be owned 
by the people who are benefitting 
from it,” Marks said. “And we feel 
very, very good about that.”

Reach Christopher 
Ross at christopherr@
addisonindependent.com.

BRISTOL COMMUNITY SOLAR, a 500kW project built on the site of the town’s former landfill, began 
generating electricity last month. The brainchild of Bristol Energy Committee member Sally Burrell, BCS 
was spearheaded by the ACORN Energy Co-op, built by Aegis Renewable Energy and funded by more 
than 120 local investors.

Image courtesy of Ian Albinson

Solar field on landfill goes live

BRISTOL — At a time 
of rising antisemitism, 
hate and intolerance 
throughout the United 
States, Vermont students 
have begun to take 
on the responsibility 
of sharing the lessons 
of the Holocaust with 
their schools and 
communities.

Eliza Doucet has 
joined a group of 
students statewide acting against 
intolerance. With assistance from 
her twin sister, Emma, the Mount 
Abraham Union 10th-graders have 
scheduled a Holocaust educational 
and memorial event for Thursday, 
Jan. 27, in their hometown of 
Bristol.

The United Nations General 
Assembly has designated Jan. 27 — 
the anniversary of the liberation of 
the Auschwitz-Birkenau World War 
II death camp — as “International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day.” 
The U.N. has urged every member 
state to honor the 6 million 
Jewish victims of the Holocaust 
and millions of other victims of 
Nazism; and to develop educational 
programs to help prevent future 
genocides.

“I first got involved in activism 
following the 2016 election, and the 
increase in hate it brought,” Eliza 
Doucet said. “Seeing the Havurah 
House (the Addison County Jewish 
Congregation) vandalized forced 

me to face the existence 
of antisemitism in my 
community. I began 
to get more involved 
in learning about 
my family’s history, 
heritage and culture. My 
Jewish identity began to 
mean a lot more to me 
than it ever did before 
and I realized how proud 
I was, and still am, to be 
Jewish.”

Vermont is not immune from 
antisemitism and racist attacks. 
Some incidents are reported, but 
many incidents go unreported.

Last year, two other Mount 
Abe students took up the issue of 
Holocaust education in Vermont by 
starting the petition, “Help Make 
Holocaust Education Required in 
All Vermont Public Secondary 
Schools.” The result: more than 850 
signatures and hundreds of offers 
of support and testimony. Now 
these young activists are helping to 

bring about that needed education 
legislation in the state.

University of Vermont students 
have joined the call as well. Maya 
Sobel, a sophomore at UVM, 
speaks about her family Holocaust 
history in Vermont high schools and 
reached out to her Rutland legislators 
over the summer emphasizing the 
need for standards for a Holocaust 
education curriculum in our schools. 
Her efforts have led to bipartisan 
draft bills now being introduced by 
State Reps. Peter Fagan (R-Rutland) 
and Avram Patt (D-Worcester) in 
the House; and a duplicate Senate 
draft introduced by Sen. Joshua 
Terenzini (R-Rutland) and Senate 
President Pro Tempore Becca Balint 
(D-Windham).

The group Vermont Holocaust 
Memorial (VTHM) stands firmly 
behind these upstanding students. 
VTHM has reached out and is 
working with legislators to push for 
needed research into how Holocaust 
education is being taught in Vermont 
secondary schools. According to the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
22 states already require Holocaust 
education as part of their secondary 
school curricula. Other states 
currently have legislation pending. 

But Eliza Doucet is not waiting 
for legislation to be instituted. She 
is moving ahead with Holocaust 
education in Bristol herself.

“I chose to organize this event 
after I noticed subtle but very real 
signs of antisemitism and a clear 
complacency surrounding it in 
my community,” she said. “This 
inspired me to consider what I could 
do to fight misinformation and 
better educate those around me on 
my culture. Because of this, I chose 
this event to remember the victims 
of the Holocaust and ensure it can 
never happen again. Knowledge is 
the key to fighting bias and hatred 
and helping other Jewish people 
feel more supported in our area.”

DOUCET

Bristol to host Holocaust memorial event

Bristol’s International 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Day commemoration will 
take place Thursday, Jan. 27. 
From 6 to 6:30 p.m. there will 
be educational opportunities for 
ages 9 and up in Holley Hall, 
1 South St. At 6:45 p.m. there 
will be a gathering vigil on the 
Bristol town green with speaker 
presentations and memorial 
candle lighting. All are welcome.
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ust last week, Lincoln author Louella 
Bryant published her fourth historical 
fi ction novel “Beside the Long 
River” with Black Rose Writing — an 
independent publishing house based 
in Texas. 

“My books try to give the alternate 
story — which is the 
real story,” explained 
Bryant, who earned 
her undergrad 
degree from George 

Washington University and her MFA in Writing 
from the Vermont College of Fine Arts. “This is 
not necessarily attractive to people who want 
to hide the ugliness of history.”

“Beside the Long River” is set in the early 17th 
century, and is based on historical people 
and events, including the brutal and bloody 
Pequot War of 1636. The story follows “Puritan 
teenager Sarah Lyman as she realizes the 
leaders of English settlements will destroy 
anything in the way of their expansion in the 
New World, including wolves — and Indians,” 
reads the book’s teaser. “Louella Bryant brings 
spirited Sarah to life when she discovers the 
rules in Massachusetts Bay Colony are even 
stricter than in England and joins her family in 
following Thomas Hooker to establish the city 
of Hartford.”

“Sarah Lyman is a fi esta badass,” Bryant said. 
“She has to do what she believes is right; she 

tries to stop the massacre of the Pequot Indian 
tribe.”

Dressed as a boy, Sarah enlists with the 
English infantry marching to Missituck (Mystic) 
in hopes of stopping the massacre of the 
Pequot tribe and the man she loves.

Bryant shared more about her newest novel in 
her own words.

Q: What’s the novel about? 
A: In 1632, teenager Sarah Lyman sails with 
her family from England to Massachusetts Bay 
Colony. A feisty young woman, Sarah fears the 
Puritan state of grace eludes her. When colony 
laws prove unbearably harsh, Sarah’s family 

J
SEE AUTHOR ON PAGE 2

Puritan badass sparks a Lincoln author’s imagination

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

Lincoln author Louella Bryant published “Beside the Long River” last week.  The novel follows a Puritan badass who tries to stop the massacre of the Pequot Indian tribe.
INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES 
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joins Thomas Hooker’s group in settling 
Hartford, Conn. There Sarah befriends 
Pequot Indians whose camp is near the 
English settlement. When two English 
women are found murdered, the governor 
declares war against the Pequot, and Sarah 
disguises herself as a boy and joins the 
soldiers — to try to stop them. In the end, 
finally Sarah finds grace. 

Q: Where did this story originate?  
A: My father-in-law Steve Parson asked me 
to help him write a book about his mother’s 
family history. In research into the early 
Lymans, I became enthralled with young 
Sarah Lyman and Steve gave his permission 
for me to write her story into a novel. 

Q: How authentic (real) are the 
characters? 
A: The Lyman elders, Richard and his wife, 
are as I wrote them, as are the four children. 
Thomas Hooker, Massachusetts Governor 
Winthrop, and Captain William Pierce of the 
ship Lion actually existed, as did several 
others, including Captain John Mason, who 
led the raid on the Pequot encampment. 

Q: How much of the story is based on 
actual events? 
A: The Lion sailed from England in June 
1632 with the Lymans aboard. 

A young boy fell overboard on that voyage, 
which I’ve included in the book. 

Earlier, English passengers brought small 
pox to the New World, an outbreak that 
made its way to Native tribes.

The Lyman family is listed among the 
original settlers of Hartford. 

Q: Why did you have Sarah Lyman dress 
as a boy and join the English infantry? 
A: The massacre of Pequot women and 
children was so horrendous, I wanted Sarah 
to see the action firsthand rather than being 
told about it. Female characters dressing as 
men in Shakespeare’s plays was common 
during the period.

Q: What about this story drew you to it?
A: From the time I first read about her, I saw 
Sarah as a modern badass. She bucked 
convention and wanted more for herself 
than a husband and a brood of children. 
She didn’t marry until she was in her 20s, 
whereas most girls married in their teens, 

and she lived nearly to 70, an old age for 
people of that time. 

Q: Who is your audience for the story?
A: Anyone interested in Colonial America, 
Puritanism, Native American history, or a 
just a good story of adventure, bloodshed 
and romance. 

Q: What gives you the authority to write 
about Native Americans when you’re 
white?
A: As Ken Burns said, “I’m in a business of 
history and that includes everyone. And 
I have, throughout my professional life, 
tried to tell the story of this country in an 
inclusive way and that means talking about 
race and trying to tell stories from multiple 
perspectives… But I do not accept that only 
people of a particular background can tell 
certain stories about our past.” 

I’ve portrayed the character Ayaks as the 
son of a Dutch trader and a Pequot woman. 
In my first novel, “The Black Bonnet,” a slave 
girl discovers her father is the white slave 
owner. If we test our DNA, we’ll find we’re 
all a mixture of races. Why should writers 
limit ourselves to stories only about white 
people? 

President Barak Obama says we’ve got to 
talk about race, to bring it into the daylight. 
Discussions of race are a disinfectant, 
he says. We can’t pretend native history 
doesn’t exist side by side with white history. 
We need to look at it in order to heal the 
deep wounds, the indignation, the anger, 

AUTHOR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SEE RIVER ON PAGE 15

“Beside the Long River” came out last Thursday. 
This is Louella Bryant’s fourth historical novel.

INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES 
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Monthly winter music series 
streams live concerts on TV

5 Town Friends of the Arts in 
collaboration with The Lawrence 
Memorial Library and NEAT 
TV will be presenting a series 
of monthly concerts featuring 
some stellar local musical talent.

The concerts will be at the 
library, however, there will 

be no in-person audience. Instead the 
shows will be broadcast live on NEAT 
TV. The programming can be accessed 
through the NEAT TV website neatbristol.
com. For those unable to see the original 
broadcasts, the show can be seen 
afterwards on the NEAT archives.

“Even though many events are coming 
back live, 5 Town Friends of the Arts 
felt, with the latest COVID surge, to be 
cautious and do our Winter Music Series 
digitally,” explained Rick Ceballos, who 
sits on the group’s board of directors. “It 
is a way of being safe while still providing 
the community with quality musical 
entertainment. This has been made 
possible by a Spark grant we received 
from the Vermont Community Foundation 
and a partnership with NEAT TV and the 
Lawrence Memorial Library.”

ABOUT THE MUSICIANS:

Patrick Fitzsimmons
Thursday, Jan. 20, 7:30 p.m.
Singer-songwriter Patrick Fitzsimmons 
has recently released his seventh CD 
entitled “Bird Tree.” 

As a young boy, Fitzsimmons loved the 
singer-songwriters of the ’70s, drawn to 
the works of such artists as Cat Stevens, 
Paul Simon & Neil Young. Though his first 
instrument was the drums, he eventually 
picked up the guitar, coming full circle to 
follow the path of his childhood heroes.

Fitzsimmons was a finalist in the 2017 
Just Plain Folks national songwriting 
competition in the Best Songwriter 
category as well as a 2011 and 2012 
Solarfest national songwriting contest 
finalist and a three time Ploughshares 
national songwriting contest finalist. 
His songs have been placed in several 
independent films.

Fitzsimmons has shared the stage with 
some of the acoustic music scene’s 
biggest names including Shawn Colvin, 

Dar Williams, Roger McGuinn, Ellis Paul 
and Vance Gilbert.

DaddyLongLegs
Thursday, Feb. 17
DaddyLongLegs is the confluence of three 
well known Vermont musicians whose 
talents merge to form a highly original 
acoustic trio. Infusing catchy folk songs, 
Celtic and “old-timey” melodies, and early 
minstrel and jazz pieces with passion and 
intricacy, DaddyLongLegs is playful and 
dynamic. Playing fiddle, viola, banjo, gourd 
banjo, piano, guitar, percussion and vocals, 
Daddy Longlegs creates vibrant, sensitive 
and surprising 21st-century folk music.

Va-et- vient
Thursday, March 24
Vermont’s Addison County group Va-
et-vient (Come & Go) celebrates the 
many colors found in music from several 
French cultures. 

These musiciennes will take you through 
the centuries from France to Québec and 
New Orleans with lively dance numbers, 
touching love songs, kickin’ Cajun and 
Créole tunes, and rollicking Québecois 
favorites. From our neighbors to the north, 
they bring back traditional tunes, reweave 
them into their own arrangements, and 
have been spreading them throughout 
New England and Québec since 2001.

SEE MUSIC ON PAGE 11

Patrick Fitzsimmons will kick off the 5 Town 
Friends of the Arts monthly winter music series 
on Thursday, Jan. 20. Musicians will perform at 
the Lawrence Memorial Library in Bristol for a 
NEAT TV live-stream broadcast. 
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MNFF SELECTS FILM SERIES BRINGS MONTHLY 
FLICK TO TOWN HALL THEATER IN MIDDLEBURY

The Middlebury New Filmmakers 
Festival Selects brings the next film in 
its monthly in-person screening series 
at the Town Hall Theater in Middlebury 
this Sunday, Jan. 16, at 2 p.m. “From 
The Wild Sea” will be screened. This 
is a revealing documentary about the 
heroic efforts of women and men to 
save and heal injured seals, porpoises 
and whales off the southwestern coast 
of Great Britain

The MNFF Selects kicked off in 
October 2021 with one film screened 
per month through May 2022. The film 
series embraces a broad, freewheeling 
approach with its film choices, mixing 
films by first or second time filmmakers 

with notable work from acclaimed 
directors. For its “comeback” edition, 
MNFF Selects presents “Humans 
and Animals: Shared Experiences, 
Intersecting Worlds.” Focused on rich 
and rewarding work from singular 
filmmakers, the Selects series offers 
outstanding films, both documentary 
and narrative, that illuminate the 
deep connections between human 
beings and animals whose lives are 
so intimately intertwined. The series is 
geared toward families, with six of the 
eight films rated either G or PG.

“It’s not easy to explore this complex 
world of humans and animals — given 

FILMS C R E E N I N G

BOOK
R E V I E W

If you’ve seen the Netflix feature film, “Don’t Look Up,” you’ve 
already experienced this sort of hyper-contemporary, crisis-confronting satire. 
Comparing his novel to a Chekhov play, the author informs the reader: “This 
is a story about America… If you think the next act of American life is going to 
unfold without gunfire, you’re not paying attention.” While this book doesn’t 
appear to include a trigger warning, let me spoil a plot line that runs through 
the book; there is an ongoing suicide crisis, taking the lives of countless 
children. In the dark midst of this, an unlikely band of heroes emerges in the 
fast-paced, unfolding chaos where big pharma still makes big bucks, clown-
mask-wearing vigilante mobs roam the streets and terrorize the government, 
and the accelerated climate crisis unleashes devastating weather events and 
unstoppable forest fires. The truths and half-truths are practically unbearable 
to witness, yet brilliantly deployed and very entertaining. And the internet 
becomes little more than a yelling box, ensnaring the parents when the lives 
of their children depended on them. Adults just kept pretending nothing was 
wrong and now the kids are left to fight for the greater good, for community, 
for civilization. Fingers crossed for a Hollywood ending.

ANTHEM — BY NOAH HAWLEY

The Institute,  
by Stephen King

Harlem Shuffle,  
by Colson Whitehead

The Guide, by Peter Heller

The Maid, by Nita Prose

The Every, by Dave Eggers

The Other Black Girl,  
by Zakiya Dalila Harris

The Committed,  
by Viet Thanh Nguyen

The Book of the Most 
Precious Substance,  

by Sara Gran

(Grand Central Publishing)

EPIC LITERARY 
THRILLERS

— Reviewed by Jenny Lyons. Connect with her on  
Instagram @jennysbookshop to find more great book reviews and 

recommendations. Look for these titles and more at your local bookstore.

SEE FILM ON PAGE 9

upcoming films
FROM THE WILD SEA 
Sunday, Jan. 16, at 2 p.m.

This film portrays the heroic efforts of a 
network of marine wildlife rescue volunteers 

who work tirelessly to save sea animals. 

DUMA 
Sunday, Feb. 
20, at 2 p.m.

An orphaned cheetah 
becomes the best friend 

and pet of a young boy 
living in South Africa. 

BUCK  
Thursday, March 24,  

at 7 p.m.
An examination of 

the life of acclaimed 
“horse whisperer” Buck 

Brannaman.

 

GRIZZLY MAN
Thursday, April 21,  

at 7 p.m.
This docudrama that 

centers on amateur 
grizzly bear expert 

Timothy Treadwell .

THE RIDER 
Thursday, May 12,  

at 7 p.m.
This film tells the story of 

a young rodeo cowboy 
who, after suffering a 
near fatal head injury, 

undertakes a search for 
new identity.
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ARIES: March 21-April 20. Aries, you are self-
confi dent and know who you are, which helps 
you take charge of situations. Many people rely 
on you, and you feed off  that accountability.

TAURUS: April 21-May 
21. Taurus, you may 
feel like you have to be 
a mediator between 
two sides, and that 
only adds to tension 
you have been feeling 
recently. Take a deep 
breath and a step back.  

GEMINI: May 22-June 
21. Gemini, perceptions 
can be misleading. 
Look at a confounding 
situation from 
another angle. A new 
perspective may be all 
you need to see things 
more clearly.

CANCER: June 22-
July 22. Cancer, a 
get-together with 
loved ones could do 
everybody some good. 
You may need to fi nd 
the secret that can pull 
everyone together, 
even if it’s only for a day.  

LEO: July 23-Aug. 23. 
Leo, a friend of yours 
may be feeling like a 
third wheel on group 
outings. Consider 
playing matchmaker, or 
make plans for a get-
together with just this 
individual.

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 
22. Virgo, someone may 
try to burst your bubble 
in the next few days, but you won’t let it get in 
the way of your lively, imaginative nature. As time 
goes by, others will come around. 

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23. Libra, the last thing you 
want to do lately is slow down, but you may have 
to do just that or special moments may pass you 
by. Carve out time to spend with loved ones. 

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-Nov. 
22. Scorpio, someone 
is trying to stay on task 
this week but you are 
all about a less serious 
approach. Let others 
focus on the tasks at 
hand, even if you can’t.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23-Dec. 21. Sagittarius, 
technology is designed 
to make processes 
easier, but you may fi nd 
you get fouled up by 
devices this week. Try 
doing things the old 
fashioned way for a bit.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22-Jan. 20. Capricorn, 
others may not share 
your sense of humor. 
Play to your audience 
and don’t get too down 
if some jokes don’t go 
over well. Consider 
toning it down for a bit.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21-
Feb. 18. Aquarius, what 
you see in the mirror 
just isn’t matching up to 
what you’re thinking in 
your head. Look to wise 
friends for answers as 
to why this is.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 
20. Pisces, if you are 
fi nding diffi  culty fi nding 
satisfaction at work, it 
may be time to start 

looking for something new to do. Put out some 
feelers.

Cosmic ForecastCosmic Forecast

M-F 10-5, Saturday 9:30-4 and Closed Sunday

Semi-Annual
Clearance Sale
Up to 75% off! 
Going on Now!

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

HappyHappy
NewNew

Year!Year!

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

New Hours for 2022
Sunday Closed   •   Monday Closed

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 11-5
Friday & Saturday 10-5

Masks now
required in store

JAN. 13— Shonda Rhimes, TV producer (51)
JAN. 14 — Yukio Mishima, author, playwright (d)
JAN. 15 — Regina King, actress (50) 
JAN. 16 — Lin-Manuel Miranda, actor, singer-
songwriter (41)

JAN. 17 — Betty White, actor. comedian (d)
JAN. 18 — A. A. Milne, author  (d)
JAN. 19 — Dolly Parton, singer-songwriter (75)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

ART
O N  E X H I B I T

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART. 
72 Porter Field Road, Middlebury.
Visit museum.middlebury.edu/exhibitions or call (802) 443-
5007 to make your free reservations.

“Contemporary to Classical: Highlights from the New 
Collection Handbook,” featuring more than 40 works 
from the museum’s new permanent collection handbook. 
Objects range from modern to ancient and include 
prints, photographs, paintings, and sculpture. Among 
the artists represented are Derrick Adams, Banksy, Judy 
Chicago, Robert Gober, Fairfi eld Porter, Medardo Rosso, 
Anna Stanchi, Paul Strand, Edmund de Waal, and William 
Zorach. On view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

“Into the Screen: Digital Art from teamLab.” Founded 
in 2001 by Toshiyuki Inoko, teamLab is a Tokyo-based 
collaboration of more than 500 designers, engineers, 
and technologists with a shared mission to integrate 
art, technology, and nature. This exhibition highlights a 
singular immersive digital experience by teamLab and the 
traditional 17th- to 20th-century screens and prints that 
inspired it. On view Jan. 28-Aug. 7.

EDGEWATER GALLERY AT THE FALLS
1 Mill St., Middlebury. 
To register for this free event call (802) 458-0098 or 
email info@edgewatergallery-vt.com. Find more at 
edgewatergallery-vt.com.

“Painting Alexander Twilight.” Painter Katie Runde 
was chosen from a pool of 18 applicants to paint the 
portrait that will hang in the statehouse in Montpelier. 
In an eff ort to better represent the diversity of our state, 
the Friends of the Vermont Statehouse and the state 
curator collaborated on this project resulting in Twilight’s 
portrait being the fi rst portrait of an African American to 
hang in the collection. Runde will discuss the process 
and importance of creating the portrait of this Vermont 
resident who was believed to have been the fi rst African 
American college graduate and the fi rst African American 
legislator in the U.S. Discussion and light refreshment will 
follow the lecture and slide presentation on Thursday, 
Jan. 20, from 5:30-7 p.m. Attendees must show proof of 
vaccination and wear masks.

JACKSON GALLERY AT TOWN HALL THEATER.
68 S Pleasant St., Middlebury. 
Visit townhalltheater.org/jackson-gallery or call (802) 382-
9222 for more info.

“Winter Sun.” A colorful exhibit to warm the winter with 
pastels by Cristine Kossow and Judy Albright, turned wood 
by Justin Morande, Bridport Hill Pottery and Elinor Steele 
Tapestries. On view through Jan. 30. 

SEE EXHIBITS ON PAGE 14
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JAN. 13-
FEB 20 22CALENDAR

THURSDAY, 
JAN. 13

WRITERS GROUP IN VERGENNES. Begins 
Thursday, Jan. 13, Bixby Memorial Library, 11 
a.m.-noon, Bixby Memorial Library, 258 Main 
St. Facilitated by local author Lottie Wilds, the 
group will meet on the second Thursday of the 
month. Sessions will include writing exercises, 
critiques, prompts, homework, etymology and 
other skill building techniques. For those 18 
years and older.

SATURDAY, JAN. 15
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN 
CHARLOTTE. Saturday, Jan. 15, Charlotte 
Wildlife Refuge. An easy to moderate 3.1-mile 
network hike through woodlands and farms. 
The 290-acre property includes 2.25 miles of 
gravel trails winding through agricultural fi elds 
and meadows. Elevation gain is about 200 feet. 
Pets are not allowed on this hike. Contact trip 
leader Ken Corey at kac4964@gmail.com for 
questions or to register. 

SUNDAY, JAN. 16
“FROM THE WILD SEA” ON SCREEN IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, Jan. 16, 2 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater, 68 S. Maple St. This documentary 

portrays the heroic eff orts of a network of 
marine wildlife rescue volunteers who work 
tirelessly to save sea animals from oil, plastic 
and escalating winter storms. In depicting 
the complex collision between humans and 
nature, the fi lm deftly oscillates between the 
perspectives of humans and animals. Part of 
the MNFF Selects series. More info and tickets 
at townhalltheater.org or or middfi lmfest.org.

TUESDAY, JAN. 18
TOME TALK IN MIDDLEBURY. Tuesday, Jan. 
18, 6 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St., 
or Zoom. Join Renee for a discussion of this 
month’s title, “The Henna Artist.” We are 
currently off ering a hybrid meeting. Meet in 
person in the lobby of IPL or join the group via 
Zoom. Stop in the library to get a copy of the 
book or visit the Adult Program page of the 
website for details.

POET BIANCA STONE READING AND 
SPEAKING ONLINE. Tuesday, Jan. 18, 8 p.m., 
sponsored by The Vermont Book Shop. 
Stone will read from her new collection, 
“What Is Otherwise Infi nite,” and be joined 
in conversation by the poet Dorothea 
Lasky. Register for this free, online event at 
vermontbookshop.com and click on the image 
under Special Event Announcement in the right 
sidebar (or the bottom of the mobile site). For 

questions, email becky@vermontbookshop.
com.

SUNDAY, JAN. 23
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, Jan. 23, Trail Around 
Middlebury. An easy to moderate 6- to 8-mile 
hike that meanders through Wright Park, may 
be very slippery. Well-mannered and leashed 
dogs welcome. Call Ellen Cronan at 908-595-
2926 to get details and register.

TUESDAY, JAN. 25
BONFIRE WITH BANANA BOATS AND 
ASTRONOMY IN WEYBRIDGE. Tuesday, 
Jan. 25, 6-8 p.m., Otter Creek Gorge Shelter 
off  Morgan Horse Farm Road. Join MALT 
(Middlebury Area Land Trust, for a night of 
fi re roasted banana boats and an astronomy 
session (assuming a clear sky). MALT will 
provide banana boat supplies and cocoa so 
bring your mug and spoon. Park in the northern 
lot for Otter Creek Gorge. RSVP via email at 
info@maltvt.org 

THURSDAY, JAN. 27
PUZZLE EXCHANGE IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Thursday, Jan. 27, 3-4:30 p.m., Ilsley Public 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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    MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:
P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091

Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

MCTV Channel 1071 
Friday, Jan. 14
 5:15 a.m. Central Vermont Public Safety
 7:30 a.m. Congregational Church
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 6:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 7:30 p.m.  Abled and On Air
Saturday, Jan. 15
 8 a.m. Abled and On Air
 9 a.m.  Energy Week
 10 a.m.  Selectboard, Public Affairs
 3:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 4 p.m.  Memorial Baptist Service
 5:30 p.m.  Eckankar
 7 p.m.  Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m.  Energy Week
 9 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
Sunday, Jan. 16
 5 a.m.  Selectboard, Public Affairs
 9 a.m.  Catholic Mass
 10 a.m.  Energy Week
 11 a.m.  Memorial Baptist Service
 4 p.m. Congregational Service

 6:30 p.m. Eckankar 
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 10 p.m. Middlebury Edition
Monday, Jan. 17
 12 a.m. Cannabis Control Board  
  (CCB)
 6 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
 6 p.m. Green Mountain Care  
  (GMC) Board
 9 p.m. Vote for Vermont
 10 p.m. Energy Week
Tuesday, Jan. 18
 12 a.m. GMC Board
 9:30 a.m. Eckankar
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs 
Wednesday, Jan. 19
 4:30 a.m. CCB
 7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 9 a.m. Middlebury Edition

 9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 5 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
Thursday, Jan. 20
 5 a.m. Selectboard
 7:30 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 8 a.m. Congregational Service
 10 a.m. Gov. Scott
 12 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 8 p.m. Energy Week
 10:30 p.m. Eckankar

Channel 1091 
Friday, Jan. 14
 5:30 a.m. Vermont Youth Orchestra
 7 a.m. OCAS - Plants for Birds
 8 a.m. Vermont’s Lady Beetles
 9 a.m. Poets & Authors
 12 p.m. The Story Matters
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 p.m. HCC & ACSD Board Meetings
Saturday, Jan. 15
 5 a.m. All Things LGBQ

 6 a.m. Local School Board Meetings
 11:31 a.m. Bread and Puppet Theater
 12 p.m. Vermont’s Lady Beetles
 2:45 p.m. Kids Yoga 
 3 p.m. Yoga 
 4 p.m.  The Story Matters
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 p.m. Vermont Youth Orchestra
Sunday, Jan. 16
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. Vermont’s Lady Beetles 
 7 a.m. OCAS - Plants for Birds
 8:30 a.m. Bread and Puppet Theater
 9:30 a.m. The Story Matters
 10 a.m. Poets & Authors
 4 p.m. Local School Board Meetings
 10 p.m. OCAS - Plants for Birds
Monday, Jan. 17
 5 a.m. Poets and Authors
 11 a.m. Chair Yoga 
 12 p.m. State Board of Education
 4:30 p.m. Bread and Puppet Theater
 5:30 p.m. Dr. Campbell
 8 p.m. Local School Board Meetings

Tuesday, Jan. 18
 6 a.m. Authors & Poets
 8 a.m. North Branch Nature Center.
 12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 1 p.m. School Board Meetings
 7 p.m. Vermont’s Lady Beetles
 8 p.m. The Story Matters
 8:30 p.m. Bread and Puppet Theater
 9:30 p.m. OCAS - Plants for Birds
Wednesday, Jan. 19
 12 a.m. Dr. Campbell
 7 a.m. First Wednesdays
 3 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 4:30 p.m. Bread and Puppet Theater
 5:30 p.m. The Story Matters
 10 p.m. Local School Boards
Thursday, Jan. 20
 6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 a.m. Yoga
 10 a.m. Authors & Poets
 12 p.m. The Story Matters
 3 p.m. Dr. Campbell
 4:30 p.m. Vermont’s Lady Beetles
 5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 10 p.m. Local School Boards

Library, 75 Main St. Looking for a new puzzle 
to do? Bring your completed puzzles to the 
Jessica Swift Community Room. Leave them 
for others while you peruse puzzles left by 
fellow puzzle devotees to take home. Please 
bring puzzles to leave with all the pieces. 

SATURDAY, JAN. 29
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN 
FERRISBURGH. Saturday, Jan. 29, Kingsland 
Bay State Park, 787 Kingsland Bay Park 
Rd. Easy hike, 2-3 miles, minimal elevation 
gain. Depending on conditions snowshoes, 
microspikes and poles recommended. Contact 
leader David Andrews at vtrevda@yahoo.com, 
802-388-4894, to get details and register.

RUSTY DEWEES IN VERGENNES. Saturday, 
Jan. 29, 7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera House. 
Postponed until March 19.

SATURDAY, FEB. 5
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Feb. 5, Wright Park. 
Easy to moderate hike in Wright Park, 3-4 miles 
maximum, minimal elevation gain. Depending 
on conditions snowshoes, microspikes and 
poles recommended. Contact leader Liana 
Merrill at merrill.liana@gmail.com  to get 
details and register.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 9
“THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM” VIRTUAL 
LECTURE SERIES IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Wednesday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m., Zoom. In “Old 
Maps, New Pathways: Cartography, Museum 
Collections, and Decolonial Possibilities,” 
Williams College professor Christine DeLucia 
revisits maps and material culture collections 

in local museums, historical societies, and 
archives across the Northeast to explore two 
intertwined threads: how these sources can 
illuminate histories of Euro-colonial impacts 
across Indigenous homelands; and how 
they may convey vital Indigenous critiques, 
resistances, and ongoing relationships with 
homelands and sovereignties. Info and zoom 
link at henrysheldonmuseum.org/events.

SATURDAY, FEB. 12
LC JAZZ WINTER THAW IN VERGENNES. 
Saturday, Feb. 12, 7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera 
House. Postponed until April 30.

picktop
BANANA BOATS? WHATEVER 

THAT IS... YES PLEASE!
HANG WITH MALT IN 

WEYBRIDGE ON TUESDAY, 
JAN. 25, FOR AN EVENING 

OF ASTRONOMY, A BONFIRE 
AND, YES, BANANA BOAT 

CONFECTIONS.
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ACROSS
 1. Requests

 5. Calendar month

 8. Invests in little enterprises

12. Bird sound

14. S. American plant 

cultivated for tubers

15. Car

16. Bullfi ghter

18. Hill (Celtic)

19. Strong criticism

20. Detector

21. When you hope to get 

there

22. Having the skill to do 

something

23. Legendary MLB 

broadcaster

26. Vulcanite

30. C. Asian mountain range

31. In a way, healed

32. Midway between east and 

southeast

33. Small appendages of 

insects

34. __ Greene, “Bonanza” 

actor

39. A place to bathe

42. Postal worker accessory

44. Classical music

46. A way of wrecking

47. Terminator

49. You eat three a day

50. Pointed end of a pen

51. NATO offi  cial (abbr.)

56. Genus of clams

57. Boxing’s “G.O.A.T.”

58. A colorless, odorless gas 

used as fuel

59. Covered thinly with gold 

paint

60. Bachelor of Laws

61. Red fl uorescent dye

62. Engineering group

63. Female sibling

64. Adjacent

DOWN
 1. What a thespian does

 2. Footwear

 3. Adjust spacing between

 4. Witnesses

 5. Who shows excessive 

fondness

 6. Distinct form of a plant

 7. National capital

 8. Hunting expedition

 9. Related to medulla 

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box 
must contain each 
of the numbers 1 to 
9. Puzzles come in 
three grades: easy, 
medium and diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 11.

oblongata

10. European country

11. Cola

13. Excluded from use or 

mention

17. Speak

24. Bloodshot

25. Make better

26. Keyboard key

27. Type of degree

28. Paddle 

29. Peacock network

35. Not young

36. Baseball stat

37. One’s grandmother

38. Breakfast food

40. Bathroom features

41. Disease-causing 

bacterium

42. NY ballplayer

43. Got up

44. Prophet

45. Part of the mouth

47. Unnatural

48. Acronym for brain science 

study

49. Three are famous

52. Languages spoken in 

Patagonia

53. Freedom from diffi  culty

54. Widely used OS

55. Many people pay it

PuzzlesPuzzles

Email Christy to fi nd out how.
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Add your piece!Add your piece!
Be the next sponsor of the puzzle page
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Tommy is 7 years old. He seems to get 
along with other dogs, but not with cats 
and definitely not with chickens as he 
has acquired a taste for poultry! Tommy 
is very food motivated and knows basic 
commands. He would do best with no 
young kids in the home. He is a solid 
47-pound low rider who will lounge on 
a dog bed near you while you work. He 
likes attention and head rubs and could 
benefit from regular exercise!

Delta is an incredibly handsome 
German Shepherd.  He came our way 
as an owner surrender and is 3 years 
old. He needs to be the only pet in 
the house at this time. He is active, 
friendly to family, and independent.

Stubby is named for her bobtail, which 
she ‘wags’ when expressing herself.  So 
adorable!  At 5 years old, she is a mature 
cat who loves attention and is very 
affectionate. She hasn’t shown any love 
toward dogs, though!

Element is a beautiful 2-year old cat. 
She came to us from a local farm with 
her litter of kittens this past summer 
and has been in foster since then. 
Element LOVES living in a home with 
other mellow cats and dogs. She en-
joys the company of people, but does 
not want to be touched, pet, or picked 
up whatsoever. Her favorite spot is on 
the couch lounging with her humans 

sitting on the opposite side of the couch from her. She is litter box trained and 
loves playing with toys. She has settled into all aspects of being a house cat 
and is ready for a low-traffic home where she can have the luxury of being an 
indoor kitty with no concerns that she has to be intimate with any individual.

Mr. Bigglesworth is about 6 years old.  
He is neutered and as sweet as can 
be! “Mr. B” is a social little guy that just 
wants attention. He does well with the 
litter box and loves his veggies!

Meet Baxter, a 1 year old neutered 
male. This guy is really struggling here 
in the shelter because of his previous 
circumstances. He doesn’t like change 
and that’s hard in shelter as different 
people work with him daily, although 
he is getting better one step at a time. 
It would be best for him to be able to 
adapt to a permanent home where he 
can learn to trust people again. He 
doesn’t want to be caged and prefers 

life in a pen or possibly free roam. He would need to be the only bunny in the 
home or area as he’s just been through a lot and needs all the love and atten-
tion he can receive. Baxter likes his food and will munch on appropriate things. 
His favorite things are parsley, carrots, bananas and wheatgrass!

PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website. We may have a pet for you.
388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org

236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT
1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

www.parisfarmersunion.com

At Paris, we have everything you 
need for your pets and animals!
•	 Dry or Wet Dog & Cat food
•	 Dog & Cat beds, toys, cleaning supplies
& accessories

•	 Fish, bird, rodent & reptile supplies and
live crickets

•	Wild bird & Squirrel supplies
•	 Backyard animal feed & supplies
•	 And friendly, knowledgeable service to

help guide you!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

FILM
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

man’s domination of the natural world,” said 
Jay Craven, MNFF Artistic Director. “These 
fi lms suggest something profound — what 
can be learned by listening, observing and 
recognizing the grace and equanimity of 
our fellow creatures on earth.”

“The humans and animals series explores 
a subject near and dear to so many 
members of our community and also 
off ers a treasure trove of fi lms that families 

can enjoy together,”  noted Lloyd Komesar, 
MNFF Producer.

MNFF Selects passes are available, along 
with tickets to each of the individual 
fi lms. Individual tickets are $16, tickets 
for children under 12 are $7. Tickets and 
passes are available at middfi lmfest.org, 
townhalltheater.org, or by calling 802-382-
9222 or in person at the THT box offi  ce, 
Monday-Friday, 12-5 p.m.

The MNFF Selects Series will be adhering 
to the following simple and safe COVID-19 
protocol: All attendees 12 and over must 
be vaccinated and all attendees, including 
children under 12, must wear masks while 
inside the theater.

Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival will host the “From The Wild Sea” on Sunday, Jan. 16, 2 p.m., at 
Middlebury’s Town Hall Theater. 

Send us your pet!
news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the 
WEEK
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s we head into winter, you may find 
yourself thinking about the warmth 
of summer and getting back into the 
garden again. This daydreaming is 
a good opportunity to reflect on the 
past growing season and set goals 
for next year’s garden by making 
some New Year’s resolutions.

Here are 10 
gardening 
resolutions to 

inspire you to create your own list.

1: Spend time reflecting on the gardening 
season that has just passed, and take notes 
on what went well, what didn’t work and what 
you’d like to do differently going forward.

2: Do some research in preparation for the 

next growing season. Did you struggle with 
blighted tomatoes or wish you had a more 
consistent lettuce crop throughout the 
summer? Did your turnip leaves have tiny 
holes, but the turnip roots were healthy? A 
quick internet search including keywords for 
your topic and “cooperative extension” will 
result in many options to review. Focus your 
research on resources from your region or 
from states that share similar climates.

3: Take advantage of the resources available 
through the University of Vermont Extension 
Master Gardening Program. Check out its 
Gardening Resources page (go.uvm.edu/
garden-resources), which includes helpful 
articles and information about upcoming 
events, courses, classes and volunteer 
opportunities.

4: When ordering seeds and plants, choose a 
few new varieties to try, such as an heirloom 
vegetable or flower or unusual native grass or 
perennial.

5: Incorporate more pollinator-friendly plants, 
such as milkweed, which has beautiful 
flowers and provides important food and 
habitat for the monarch butterfly, a species 
in decline. If milkweed doesn’t grow naturally 
in your garden or on your property, you can 
buy milkweed plants or seeds from local 
greenhouses that sell native plants.

6: Garden sustainably by conserving water 
with use of a drip irrigation system or rain 
barrel to collect water. Manage pests by 
using IPM — integrated pest management — 
techniques instead of relying on dusts, sprays 
and other pesticides. The latter practice 
also protects bees, butterflies and other 
pollinators.

7: Start a compost pile and be diligent about 
turning it over frequently to ensure a good 
supply of organic compost to naturally enrich 
and feed the soil in your garden.

8: Keep weeds under control by pulling 
when small and mulching with straw or other 
organic mulches, a practice that also reduces 
water loss.

9: Leave perennials that have strong 
stem structures, attractive seed heads or 
interesting colors in your garden through 
the winter instead of cutting these back. In 
addition to aesthetics, these provide seeds 
for birds and habitats for insects, such as 
bees that may overwinter in the stems.

10: Spend time enjoying your garden next 
summer. Stop and smell the flowers. Observe 
butterflies and caterpillars, and check plants 
for chrysalises to watch them change into 
moths or butterflies.

While your garden is tucked away for the 
winter, take time to dream of warmer weather 
and make some resolutions to have your best 
garden yet in 2022.

GARDENER
A S K  A  M A S T E R

R E S O L U T I O N S  F O R  T H E  N E W  Y E A R

Bonnie Kirn Donahue 
is a UVM Extension 

Master Gardener and 
landscape designer 

from central Vermont.

A good New Year’s resolution is to plant more pollinator-friendly plants, such as swamp milkweed (Asclepias 
incarnate), to provide important food and habitat for the monarch butterfly and other species. 

PHOTO / BONNIE KIRN DONAHUE

BONNIE KIRN
 DONAHUE

BY

A
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New exhibits celebrate winter and Black history

T he Chaff ee Art Center on South 
Main Street in Rutland will open a 
new exhibit “Baby It’s Cold Outside” 
with solo featured galleries of work 
by photographer Lowell Snowden 
Klock and fi ne artist Heather 
Wilson. An opening reception will 
be held on Friday, Jan. 14, from 5-7 
p.m. Masks are required.

There will also be an installation to celebrate 
Black History Month with artist works and 
historical content.  February is National Black 
History Month, which started as a method of 
remembrance of vital events and people in 
the history of the African diaspora. Today, it is 
an important month of both remembrance, 
recognition, and education. It is a time for people 
of any color to look at the incredible fi gures in 
Black History, and to raise awareness about the 
issues that are still present in society in terms 
of racism.  Importantly, it is a great opportunity 
for people from all walks of life to broaden their 
horizons and expand their understanding. This 
exhibit will be up until Feb. 25.

The art center is open Wednesday through 
Friday, 12-4 p.m., and Saturday 10 a.m.-2 p.m.  
Private appointments available by request. 
Visit chaff eeartcenter.org for more info.

The group includes 
Carol Reed 
from Leicester 
(voice, guitar and 
mandolin), Suzanne 
Germain from 
Lincoln (voice and 
percussion), and 

Lausanne Allen from South Starksboro 
(voice, fi ddles, fl ute, penny whistles, 
harmonica and mandolins).

Pete Sutherland and Oliver Scanlon
Thursday, April 21
Pete Sutherland and his protege Oliver 
Scanlon met up when Scanlon was a shy 
fourth grader, where the two wordlessly 
bonded over fi ddle music. Several years later 
they began to play out, later joining forces 
with guitarist Tristan Henderson to form 
Pete’s Posse, a hard-driving trio that spent 
half a dozen years touring nationally and 
internationally with its innovative blend of 

rocking contradance music, thoughtful and 
hilarious original songs and soulful three-part 
acappella.

The Posse spent the fi rst months of the largely 
gig-free pandemic recording a double album 
of new music. With the trio in hibernation, 
Sutherland and Scanlon have revived their duo 
act, featuring a wide variety of instrumental 
combinations, which keeps the Posse fl ame 
burning while adding new repertoire to the mix.

s o l u t i o n s Jan. 13, 2022

PuzzlePuzzle

Email Christy to fi nd out how.
Christy@addisonindependent.com

Add your piece!Add your piece!
Be the next sponsor 
of the puzzle page

Visit the Chaff ee Art Center in Rutland to experience the 1890’s historic building and the new exhibits. 

MUSIC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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Quintessential Vermont farm featuring a 13-room farmhouse, dairy barn, 
pole barn, wood shop, sawmill and other outbuildings. Ample garden 
space, as well as grape vines, raspberries and blueberries. Sited on 68 
acres of land, including a hill-top meadow, with amazing Adirondack views 
and a pond. So many possibilities await here, whether you choose dairy, 

livestock, crop farming, an all around homestead. Or 
maybe a wedding venue. Bring your energy, creativity 
and inspiration to restore this beautiful property and 
bring back it to life. There is a mobile home on the 
property, it is not part of the sale. There is a drilled well 
and a septic at that site.

2755 ROUTE 30, SUDBURY

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Get inspired on 68 acres in Sudbury

$599,000

This week’s property is managed by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices.  
More info at www.vtregroup.com.
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL  
HOUSING   
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

G I V E  U S 

A  C A L L 

T O D A Y !
Sydney Starkman

real
estate

A D V E R T I S E  O N  T H I S  P A G E

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M

 8 0 2 - 3 8 8 - 4 9 4 4

Jenna Hunsinger Christy Lynn Tom Van Sant

Irena Pavlin

One of the many beautiful historic proper-
ties on Main Street in Vergennes, this 4 
bedroom home offers original features 
such as tall ceilings and wide moldings.  A 
spacious 0.82 acre lot in the heart of the 
city. Looking to live and work on site? The 
Res/Limited Business District allows for 
conditional uses including office, profession-
al studio, and more. Be sure to view the 3D 
virtual tour on our website!
MLS No. TBD | $ 380,000

MLS No. 4887330 | $ 72,000  | 1.4 acres
MLS No. 4887331 | $ 68,000 | 2.34 acres

MLS No. 4890820 | $ 165,000

81 Main Street, Vergennes

TBD Mead Lane, Middlebury

TBD Lincoln Gap Road, Lincoln

TWO  LOTS AVAILABLE - 
These private building lots off Mead Lane 
in the Butternut Ridge neighborhood are 
ready for you to build your dream home. 
The gently sloping parcels include permit-
ted 3 bedroom septic designs and access 
to public water.

From this property’s building site on the 
southwest side of the parcel you’ll enjoy 
panoramic mountain views, with views of 
Mount Abe to the east and a few peaks of 
the Adirondacks through Bristol Notch to 
the west! With most of the remaining 
property classified as wetlands, you’ll enjoy 
glimpses of the abundant wildlife. 

 

THREE MAIN STREET | BRISTOL, VERMONT 05443 | 802.453.6161

 
 

www.theRealEstateCompanyVT.com

 REAL ESTATE COMPANY
of  VERMONT

for more information, contact one of our agents: 

Jill Fraga Danelle Birong Orion Lazo Tammy Petersen
Broker/Realtor Broker/Realtor Agent/Realtor Agent/Realtor® ® ® ®

the

BSCRIBES
THE ADDISON INDEPENDENT

WE NEED UAnnual subscription for just $50. addisonindependent.com



PAGE 14 — Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, January 13, 2022

BRANDON ARTISTS 
GUILD
7 Center Street, Brandon. 
Visit brandonartistsguild.
org or call (802) 247-4956 for 
more info.

“From Hands to Hearts.” 
BAG’s holiday shop-within-a-shop is chock-full of beautifully 
crafted handmade gifts large and small. Shop the main 
gallery for paintings, photography, prints and more in a 
multitude of styles and mediums from 30+ Vermont artists. On 
view through Jan. 30. 

NORTHERN DAUGHTERS FINE ART GALLERY
221 Main St., Vergennes
Visit northerndaughters.com or call (802) 877-2173 for more info 
and to make an appointment.

“Knowing Darkness,” featuring work by Christina Atkinson, 
Bonnie Baird, Charlotte Dworshak, Julia Jensen, Hannah 
Morris, Hannah Sessions, Pamela Smith and Susanne Strater. 
On view through Jan. 31.

PHOTOPLACE GALLERY
3 Park Street, Middlebury. 
Visit photos@photoplacegallery.com or call (802) 388-4500 for 
more info.

“Rites and Rituals.” This exhibit was juried and curated by 
Douglas Beasley. Artists responded to the call for images 
of various forms of praise, celebration, recognition and 
remembrance around the world. Thirty-fi ve images were 
selected for exhibition in the gallery and 40 more for the 
digital gallery. On view through Jan. 22.

COMPASS MUSIC AND ART CENTER
333 Jones Dr., Brandon. 
Visit cmacvt.org or call (802) 247-4295 for more info.

Holiday Collections,” featuring art work by Fran Bull, Joan 
Curtis, Robert Black, Tecari Shuman, Robin Kent, Stephanie 
Stouff er, Carolyn Shattuck, Judith Reilly, Linda Durkee, Mary 
Crowley Roger Book, Liza Myers and Ruth Hamilton.

ART ON MAIN 
25 Main St., Bristol. 
Visit artonmain.net or call (802) 453-4032 for more info.
Everyday off erings feature the work of more than 70 Vermont 
artisans. 

EXHIBITS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Get your art the publicity it deserves. Email us today!
NEWS@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

BOLD. 
BRAVE. 
BEAUTIFUL. 
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802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a 
designated 

agency 
brokerage.

designated 

COMMUNITY 
CORNER

affordable Year

Round Lakeshore

FERRISBURGH, VT 
This property includes a 3BDR home, farm buildings, 
and 70 acres of conserved agricultural and forest land. 
Lewis Creek runs through the property and there are 
ponds and wetlands with abundant wildlife.
MLS# 4894378 $625,000

ADDISON, VT 
This 6 BDR, 5 BA Cape sits on top of a ridge capturing 
view of the Adirondacks and Green Mtns. Property 
includes a 1 BR apt with private entrance. The main 
source of heat is geothermal, and the home is powered 
by a solar array.
MLS# 4888875 $1,100,000

Farmstead

and 70 acres

360 Degree

Views

Is the time right to list your property? Give us a call today!

BRIDPORT, VT
Year-round, 2 BDR cottage with 50 feet of riprapped 
shoreline and a dock. Other features include a garage 
and 30’x32’ commercial style barn. The land backs up to 
a natural wetland.
MLS# 4891435 $299,000

Visit the Vergennes Winter Farmers Market! 
Every Saturday from 10:00am-1:00pm at lu.lu ice cream | espresso bar. 

Local vendors plus loaded tater tots and great coffee!
185 Main St, Vergennes

COMMUNITY 

Visit the Vergennes Winter Farmers Market! 

RIVER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

the pain. I hope 
in some way 
“Beside the 
Long River” 
helps to do that. 

Q: What is the 
takeaway — 

what is it you hope your readers will gain from 
the book?
A: The 1636 Pequot War in what today in 
southeast Connecticut was a massacre of 
600 natives justifi ed by the belief that English 
colonists were destined by God to expand their 
dominion across North America. The Pequot 
nation stood in the way of fulfi lling that destiny. 
Few settlers objected and even fewer tried to 
stop the attack. That persecution and bloodshed 
continued well into the 19th century, and 
prejudices against Native Americans continues 
to this day.

Q: What’s next?
A: Right now I’m fi nishing a new novel that’s been 
in the works for fi ve or six years. I’m in the fi nal 
editing stages of that. 

I spend hours and hours in the chair writing. 
Usually I take my laptop into the kitchen in the 
morning — close to the coff ee machine. Then 
I’ll go into my offi  ce upstairs, or my other offi  ce 
over our garage. I change my scenery so I don’t 

get board. I can usually work about fi ve straight 
hours before I need to take a walk or talk to 
somebody who’s alive.

I keep thinking I’ll be done writing soon, but then 
I keep brainstorming ideas for the next project 

and the one after that, and the one after that… 

Editor’s Note: “Beside the Long River” is available from 
The Vermont Book Shop in Middlebury, Black Rose 
Writing (blackrosewriting.com) or wherever books are 
sold online. More info at louellabryant.com. 

What’s next for Louella Bryant? After the release of “Beyond the Long River” last week, Bryant said she’s already 
wrapping up her next novel.   INDEPENDENT PHOTO / STEVE JAMES 

“I SPEND HOURS AND HOURS 
IN THE CHAIR WRITING.” 

— Louella Bryant
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