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When actors couldn’t perform 
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radio plays. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Sports Report
High school winter sports are under 
way, and a special section looks at 
all the local teams’ prospects.

Exit delayed
Horizon Organic said it will not 
abandon local dairy farms just 
yet. See Page 4B. 

Smith rallies vs. a ruthless foe
Former tennis star perseveres against debilitating illness
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ACSD board cool to
Ripton rule changes

Get ’em before they’re gone!
Christmas tree shortage less severe here than elsewhere
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Middlebury
takes pass 
on mask law
Citizens urge mandate 
but board says ‘no’

College goes remote
as COVID-19 surges
Students urged to leave campus early

Neighbors take farm to 
court, alleging pollution

State Senate leader Balint
joins run for Welch’s seat
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By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — It wasn’t all that long ago that 

Leslie Smith was a triple-threat athlete, confounding 
opponents on the tennis courts, ski slopes and field 
hockey pitches. She was a standout during her 
Middlebury Union High School career, and earned 
All-American status in tennis as a freshman at Scripps 
College in Claremont, Calif.

Smith was a meteor, fueled by grit, determination 

and the encouragement of her mom, Gail Smith, 
Middlebury College’s legendary tennis coach (1971-
2000). Leslie seemed destined for big things.

Until the waning stages of her high school career, 
when she began experienced crushing, mysterious 
fatigue. A subsequent diagnosis dealt her a life altering 
blow that has shortened her long strides into baby steps: 
She learned she had Myotonic Muscular Dystrophy, or 

LESLIE SMITH OF Middlebury has penned a memoir, called “Spitfire,” that chronicles her experiences 
living with Myotonic Muscular Dystrophy, a genetic disease that attacks the muscles, including the heart. 
The disease forced the onetime tennis All-American to abandon the sport.

Independent photo/Steve James

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — A majority of 

the Addison Central School District 
Board on Monday reiterated its 
opposition to amending the ACSD’s 
charter in a manner that would give 
member-communities more power 
in electing their board 
representatives and a 
final say on whether 
their own elementary 
schools should close.

The board shared its 
charter stance directly 
with Ripton School 
Board members, who 
have made specific 
pitches to ACSD 
officials in an effort to 
keep the town in the 
district fold. 

The ACSD 
currently provides 
public education to 
the communities of 
Bridport, Cornwall, 
Middlebury, Salisbury, 
Shoreham, Weybridge and — still 
— Ripton. 

Ripton is in the process of 
withdrawing from the ACSD 
as a means of safeguarding its 
tiny elementary school. The 
ACSD board has been exploring 
consolidation measures in light 
of declining enrollment and 
rising school costs. Ripton and 
Weybridge currently have the 

district’s smallest enrollments, at 
44 and 40 students in grades K-5, 
respectively.

Ripton’s withdrawal bid has 
already gained voter approval in 
all seven ACSD communities. 
The Vermont State Board of 

Education (VSBE) 
has stated it’s willing 
to give Ripton its 
freedom, but has been 
unwilling to compel 
any nearby supervisory 
union to provide the 
special education, 
transportation and 
central office services 
the town will need to 
run what would be 
its own independent 
school district. Ripton 
would be hard-pressed 
to provide such services 
for itself. So the VSBE 
is instead urging 
ACSD and Ripton to 
negotiate a way to avert 

a breakup.
Ripton School Board members 

recently met with the ACSD 
Executive Committee to propose 
changes to the ACSD charter 
and policies that they said could 
assuage Ripton residents’ concerns 
over a perceived lack of power 
in their local education system. 
Ripton — like Bridport, Cornwall, 

“I would say 
most towns 
are not going 
to say, ‘Yes, 
we want our 
school closed,’ 
for whatever 
reason. It’s 
their school 
and they have 
an emotional 
attachment.”

— ACSD Board 
Member

 Lorraine Morse

By LOLA DUFFORT
VTDigger.org

Becca Balint, the president pro 
tempore of the Vermont Senate, on 
Monday announced she is running 
for the state’s lone seat in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

“I’m running because we’re 
facing huge challenges. Working 
families are struggling, the 
pandemic is raging on, real 
climate action can’t wait, and 
our democracy itself is at risk. 

The future feels perilous,” the 
Windham County Democrat said 
at a launch event at the Vermont 
History Museum in Montpelier. 
“We can’t tackle these challenges 
if we remain divided.”

Balint joins Lt. Gov. Molly 
Gray in the Democratic primary 
to succeed Rep. Peter Welch, 
D-Vt., who is vacating his House 
seat to run for the U.S. Senate. No 
Republicans have entered the race, 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
ADDISON COUNTY — As 

the 2021 Christmas tree season 
got under way, a Vermont 
wholesaler that sells to out-of-
state markets approached the 
folks at Werner Tree Farm in 
Middlebury and offered to buy 
their entire stock for $60 a tree 
— well above the retail price.

“We said ‘no,’” Amanda 
Werner, the farm’s marketing 
manager, told the Independent 
during a visit to the farm last 
week. “We don’t do wholesale. 
We haven’t done wholesale since 
the 1990s.”

Besides, she said, they enjoy 
having people on the farm during 
Christmas season.

Given that Werner sells 
between 1,200 and 1,500 
Christmas trees a year, that 
decision has almost certainly had 
an impact on the local economy 
— to say nothing of the local 
holiday mood.

Farther afield, the Christmas 
tree market has gotten kind of 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury selectboard on 
Tuesday declined to establish a 
mandatory mask law for public 
indoor places in town, and instead 
opted to resurrect and polish a 
previous board resolution that last 
summer told people they “should” 
wear face coverings.

The unanimous decision came 
as a disappointment to around 20 
local residents who had implored 

the board 
— through 
testimony and 
emails — to 
take advantage 
of a new 
state statute 
that allows 
communities 
to enact 
m a n d a t o r y 
mask laws.

But board 
members — 
f o l l o w i n g 
suit with their 
counterparts 
in Brandon, 
Bristol and 
Ve r g e n n e s 
— decided a 
mandate would 
be too heavy 

handed and unenforceable by a 
shorthanded Middlebury Police 
Department.

“The two best things you can 
do is get vaccinated, and if you’re 
in a group where you know not 
everyone is vaccinated, wear a 
mask,” selectboard Chair Brian 
Carpenter said. “That’s a personal 
choice; it’s not a law.”

Carpenter added he believes 
the vast majority of Middlebury 

“I think 
we’re 
fooling 
ourselves 
to think the 
situation 
last 
summer or 
last winter 
was the 
worst of the 
pandemic. 
Middlebury 
itself is not 
an island.”
— Middlebury 

resident
Peter Schumer

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
MIDDLEBURY — A surge in 

COVID-19 cases at Middlebury 
College last week prompted an 
abrupt shift to remote instruction, 
and the college is encouraging 
students to leave early for winter 
break, if they can. 

Officials made the decision on 
Dec. 9 after receiving 44 positive 
test results over two days — 10 on 
Wednesday and 34 on Thursday.

Since then Middlebury has 
reported an additional 20 cases. 

On Tuesday the college had 
a total of 70 active cases — 68 

students and two employees, 
according its COVID-19 Reporting 
Dashboard.

That number could increase as 
the college continues to receive the 
results of ongoing testing.

Changes on campus — which 
include the curtailment of in-
person dining and the cancellation 
of all gatherings, events and 
sports contests — were instituted 
“out of an abundance of caution,” 
and because it’s so close to the 
end of the semester, said Chief 
Health Officer Mark Peluso, Vice 

The Middlebury Rotary Club’s 
philanthropy extends beyond 
Addison County’s shire town. 
And members are currently 
looking to lend a helping hand 
to folks in Kentucky who’ve 
suffered tremendously from the 
tornadoes that devastated that 
part of the country over the 
weekend. Particularly hard hit: 
The southwestern Kentucky city 
of Mayfield, where a tornado hit 
a candle factory where about 110 
people were working at the time. 
Dozens of those people are feared 
dead. Well, Middlebury Rotary 
has set a goal of raising $10,000 
to help people in Mayfield, 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
PANTON — Panton lakefront 

residents allege in a civil lawsuit 
that changes made by one of the 
biggest dairy farms in Addison 
County over the past eight years 
have polluted their property and 
Lake Champlain. 

The case, which goes to trial this 
week in Addison County Superior 
Court, could review practices 
typical of Vermont’s large dairy 

farms and thus be of interest to 
other dairy farms around the state.

Aerie Point Holdings LLC — 
essentially members of the Hopper 
family — claims in court filings 
that since 2013, Vorsteveld Farms 
LLC’s alterations to its holdings 
upslope from its property have 
polluted its land, lake frontage and 
Lake Champlain.

The lawsuit targets practices 
LAUREN MCNALLY, LEFT, Catherine Harrison and Dani Ellis celebrate after cutting their Christmas 

tree at Werner Tree Farm in Middlebury on Dec. 9. Werner had a limited supply of taller cut-your-own 
trees this year, but their sizeable pre-cut inventory is likely to keep them open through Christmas 
Eve. Other places in Vermont and the rest of the country have not been so lucky.

Independent photo/Christopher Ross
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Diagnosis, non-surgical and surgical treatment 
of conditions of the hand, wrist and elbow.

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS
802-662-2272

120 Zephyr Road
Williston, VT 05495

lakeshorehandsurgery.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
from Dr. Denise Durant and 

the team at Lakeshore Hand Surgery.

Help us celebrate
Family and friends, help us 

celebrate the 

birthday of Shirley P.

with a card shower!

90th

783 Quarry Road
Middlebury, VT

05753

BRISTOL — The Mount 
Abraham Unified School District 
is seeking community input on 
budget priorities as it develops 
its spending plan for the 2022-23 
school year.

“Especially considering the 
many challenges our schools 
have faced since the onset of the 
pandemic, it is critical that we 
consider how best to allocate 
resources in our district,” the board 
wrote in an announcement posted 

on the MAUSD website.
To that end, the district has set 

up on online tool that will not 
only collect input, but also allow 
community members to interact 
with one another. To participate, visit 
tinyurl.com/MAUSD23budget.

The forum will be open Dec. 13-
17, and board encourages MAUSD 
residents to post their ideas and 
concerns — and then to return 
periodically to see and rate other 
comments as they come in. 

The school board will review the 
data at its Dec. 20 meeting. 

Then, on Jan. 12 the board will 
host a Virtual Community Budget 
Meeting, where it will review the 
proposed budget, discuss how it 
aligns with board and community 
priorities, and listen to community 
feedback.

For more information, including 
meeting times and Zoom links for 
future school board meetings, visit 
mausd.org.

CLARKSVILLE, Tenn. — 
On Dec. 8 Sarah and Stephen 
Park of Full Belly Farm in 
Monkton welcomed their son, 
Adrian, into the world — at a 
time and in a place they were 
not expecting. 

The Parks were visiting family 
in Tennessee last week when 
the truck they were riding in 
was struck head-on by a vehicle 
that had veered into their lane, 
according to Stephen Park’s 
sister, Elizabeth Hoverson.

The collision resulted in only 
minor injuries for everyone 
involved, but Sarah Park, who 
was seven months pregnant, had 
to be rushed to the hospital for 
an emergency C-section.

Adrian, who arrived about 
11 weeks early, weighed 3 lbs. 
6 oz. at birth. Baby and mother 
are doing fine, Hoverson 
reported. But the family is 
concerned about unexpected 
medical bills and an extended 
stay in Tennessee that will make 
it difficult to keep up with their 
farm.

“Sarah was covered under 
Vermont’s health insurance 
during her pregnancy and now 
there are real concerns that the 
medical bills for Baby Adrian 
and Sarah will not be covered 
here in TN,” Hoverson told 

the Independent in an email on 
Tuesday. 

“Also, as small business 
owners of a farm, there will be 
difficulties to come as they are 
here caring for the baby here in 
TN and not able to be back in 
Vermont full time preparing for 

this upcoming season.”
So Hoverson has launched a 

GoFundMe campaign to help the 
Parks get through this difficult 
period. For more information 
visit tinyurl.com/adrian-park.

The Independent will have 
the full story in a future edition.

SARAH PARK OF Monkton rests with her baby, Adrian, who was 
born two months premature via emergency C-section after Parks 
and her husband, Stephen, were involved in a traffic crash in 
Tennessee.

Monkton baby born early after crash

MAUSD seeks input on budget

MAUSD to compare citizen 
facilities proposals in Jan.

(See MAUSD, Page 3A)

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — The work 

education consultant Nate 
Levenson has been doing for the 
Mount Abraham Unified School 
District over the past several 
months is going well, he says, 
but it’s going more slowly than 
anticipated.

But there’s a good reason for 
that, Levenson told the MAUSD 
board last month: People are 
engaged and conversations are 
taking longer.

“These are big important 
decisions and discussions,” he 
said at the Nov. 30 board meeting, 
“and people have wanted to talk a 
lot about them.”

The school board hired 
Levenson and his firm, New 
Solutions K12, this past May, to 
help the district figure out how 
to evaluate and compare six 
long-range facilities proposals 
submitted by community 
members, plus the plan unveiled 
by Superintendent Patrick Reen 
last December.

Last year Reen was directed 
by the school board to come up 
with a plan that would address 
declining enrollment and rising 
costs in the district. In December 
he submitted a two-phase plan 
for consideration.

In phase one, elementary 
students currently attending 
schools in Lincoln, New 
Haven and Starksboro would 
be reassigned to the Bristol or 
Monkton schools. The Lincoln 
and Starksboro school buildings 
would be “repurposed” as 
“innovation centers” available to 
all district students. And the New 
Haven school building would be 
repurposed to accommodate the 
district central office and a preK 
program.

Phase two of Reen’s plan calls 
for merging the MAUSD with 
the Addison Northwest School 
District.

The plan drew immediate and at 
times sharp criticism from many 
MAUSD residents, especially 
those in Lincoln and Starksboro, 
two towns that stood to lose their 
elementary schools. 

This past spring, the school 
board solicited alternative 
proposals from community 
members.

The board eventually received 
six proposals, which can be 
found on the MAUSD website at 
tinyurl.com/6-plans.

Since they were hired by the 
school board, Levenson and his 
team have been working on:

• Summarizing each proposal, 
in collaboration with its author(s). 
That part is done.

• Conducing a financial 
analysis of each proposal. That’s 
more than three-quarters done.

• Forming a Community Input 
Committee (CIC) from local 
residents and educators, then 
tasking that committee with 
refining the criteria that will be 
used to compare each proposal. 
That part is also 
done.

Still left to do is:
• Evaluate the 

proposals based on 
the approved criteria 
— this month.

• Share a draft 
report with the CIC 
and proposal authors 
— in early January.

• Submit the 
report to the school 
board. Levenson 
had originally hoped 
to do this in mid-
December, but that 
has been pushed 
back to Jan. 25.

Levenson took 
a moment during 
the Nov. 30 school 
board meeting 
to compliment 
MAUSD Business 
Manager Floyd Davison on his 
contributions and budgeting 
acumen.

“I have worked with more than 
250 school districts, and I very 
rarely have anything nice to say 
about school budgets, but your 
budget was incredibly detailed,” 
Levenson told the board. “Floyd 
and his team have an exceptional 
understanding of the details. 
(We’ve) thrown hundreds of 
questions at him — there’s no 
question that they can’t answer, 
if not from the top of their 
head, then within hours. And 
the precision of their answers is 
really just way above what we 
normally see.”

The CIC — which was formed 

his autumn and has met a handful 
of times — proposes to evaluate 
and compare community-
authored proposals according to 
the following criteria:

1. Provides academic 
programing for a diverse student 
body at the elementary and 
secondary levels, including 
successful students and struggling 
students, college-bound students 
and career-bound students.

2. Maintains average class sizes 
of 15-20 at the elementary level, 
slightly larger in middle and high 
school. “Any consolidation of 
schools should not yield average 
class sizes in a school above or 
below this range.”

3. Keeps future tax 
increases in line with 
“school inflation,” 
or the increase 
in typical costs 
such as salaries, 
health insurance, 
transportation, etc. 
“The Community 
Input Committee 
believes there 
should be a financial 
criterion and 
wanted to balance 
both the desire to 
view schools as 
an investment in 
children and the 
community and the 
desire to limit the 
financial burden on 
taxpayers.”

3b. It’s suggested 
that the board 
adopt an additional 

financial criterion: “Keeps future 
increases in equalized per pupil 
spending in line with average 
increases over the prior five 
years.”

4. Is flexible enough to evolve 
or be implemented in stages as 
conditions change.

5. Limits multi-age classes to 
just two combined grades at the 
elementary level and ensures 
“a middle school experience in 
which students attend school 
with at least as many peers as 
they currently do, to the extent 
district enrollment levels allow.”

6. Maintains reasonable 
transportation times, in line with 
current practices.

7. Provides staff at individual 
schools with the flexibility 
to serve the unique academic 
and social/emotional needs of 
the students in those schools, 
in accordance with district 
priorities, strategies and budget 
constraints, and teacher contracts.

8. Supports school-community 
connections by locating services 
within schools, by having local 
citizens engaged with schools 
and by having an elementary 
school in every town.

9. Provides a robust level of 
social and emotional student 
supports.

10. Stipulates that a school 
may not be closed or repurposed 
without approval of the town 
hosting that school.

In his presentation, Levenson 
noted that with regard to Mount 
Abraham Union High School, 
one-third of the CIC supports 
maintaining the current structure and 
facility, one-third supports greatly 

“These are 
big important 
decisions and 
discussions, 
and people have 
wanted to talk a 
lot about them.”
  
 — Nate Levenson

Farm couple 
stuck out of state 
after mishap
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D e b o r a h  h o l m e s  W a t e r c o l o r s

y o u  a r e  i n v i t e D  t o

holiDay open 
hours

at  t h e  h o m e  a n D  s t u D i o  o f

DEBORAH 
HOLMES

24 Garfield St, Bristol, VT
December 18th, 10-5

Gift prints, acrylagouache and 
watercolor paintings, Ornaments, 

Calendars & more!

COVID vaccination and masks 
required for the safety of everyone

(802) 453-8511
deborahholmesart.com

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Carhartt
Accessories

including Gloves, Socks,
Hats, Belts, Wallets, Bags

and Footwear
Buy 1 get 

2nd 50% off!
Discounted item must be equal 
or lesser value. Mix and Match!

Fatwood Fire 
Starters 1.5lb Box 

$4.99 each!

        802-388-4937 
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Sale ends 12/24/21
in stock merchandise only.

Sale ends 12/31/21 while supplies last.

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Closing at 4pm on 12/24 and 12/31. 
Closed 12/25 & 12/26 and 1/1 & 1/2.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!

BY ANDY KIRKALDY
FERRISBURGH — The 

Ferrisburgh selectboard on 
Tuesday authorized a partial 
payment on its fi re contract 
with Vergennes, an agreement 
that remains up in the air as 
offi cials from both communities 
hold ongoing talks on a revised 
arrangement.

The board had budgeted 
$87,060 in spending approved by 
voters in March to pay Vergennes 
for being the fi rst responder to 
all of Ferrisburgh west of Otter 
Creek and much of the town’s 
south end. The Ferrisburgh 
Volunteer Fire Department is the 
fi rst responder to the rest of the 
town.

But the selectboard agreed to 
pay only $26,907, an amount 
board members believe might be 
closer to what the town should 
be giving the city for half a 
year of fi re service based on the 
number of calls made by its fi re 
department to Ferrisburgh. 

Board Chair Jessica James told 
the board discussions on a new 
deal have been going well, and 
she asked members to approve 
a payment to be made to show 
the town’s “good faith” as talks 
proceed. 

The Ferrisburgh selectboard 
had fi rst balked at making a 
payment when the city budget 
approved in June called for the 
town to make a contribution of 

$92,767 to the city’s $224,227 
fi re department budget, about 
$5,000 more than backed by town 
voters.

Ferrisburgh, Panton and 
Waltham historically have paid 
Vergennes based on the assessed 
value of property covered by the 
city department as 
fi rst responder for 
each community. 
Vergennes covers 
all of Panton and 
Waltham in that 
capacity as well 
as a portion of 
Ferrisburgh.

F e r r i s b u r g h 
offi cials then took 
a closer look at the 
contract and the department’s 
response rate. They discovered 
over a 10-year period the city 
department answers roughly 
twice as many calls in Vergennes 
(48.1% of its call-outs) as in 
Ferrisburgh (24.1%), according 
to Vergennes Fire Department 
data.

Meanwhile, in the past 
fi scal year, the Vergennes fi re 
budget called for a Ferrisburgh 
contribution of $86,626 that 
represented 38.6% of the 
$224,227 spending plan. 

Ferrisburgh’s requested share 
has also grown from $54,528 in 
2017 to the most recent request of 
more than $92,000. The city has 
purchased a new fi re truck and 

other needed equipment during 
that time frame.

James, Vergennes City Manager 
Ron Redmond, Vergennes Fire 
Chief Jim Breur and other city 
and town offi cials have met 
periodically since the summer 
to work on a new arrangement, 

one that might also 
give Ferrisburgh 
more of a say in the 
budgeting process. 

Most recently 
James, Redmond and 
Breur met last week, 
and it went well, 
according to James 
and Redmond.

“We had a great 
meeting,” Redmond 

said. “We’ll continue to talk.”
One of the items agreed 

upon was that a joint town-city 
committee should study the 
issues, including whether the two 
communities should form a larger 
joint fi re district or simply fi nd a 
way to rework the contract.

Either way, Redmond said he is 
confi dent, although he expected 
with the city council having to 
focus on a sewer system fi x it 
will be at least a month before a 
committee can be formed.

“We’re both committed to 
keep talking with each other,” 
Redmond said. “We want a good 
relationship with Ferrisburgh, 
and she (James) wants a good 
relationship with Vergennes.”

By ANDY KIRKALDY
FERRISBURGH — The 

Ferrisburgh selectboard on 
Tuesday decided to allocate 
$50,000 of the town’s roughly 
$800,000 in American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funding to 
Maple Broadband, the county’s 
relatively new nonprofi t provider 
of fi ber optic internet service.

By a 3-2 vote, the board backed 
what was town 
residents’ top choice 
in a fall survey 
on how the board 
should use its ARPA 
allocation.

Board members 
Red Muir and Clark 
Hinsdale joined 
Chair Jessica James 
in supporting the 
earmark, while 
Chris Campbell and 
Jim Benoit voted 
against. Earlier this 
fall the board twice 
rejected the $100,000 allocation 
that James had recommended.

Muir’s successful motion on 
Tuesday specifi cally limits the 
$50,000 to a one-time gift, with 
the possibility left open the board 
could “revisit everything down 
the road.”

Hinsdale seconded the motion, 
noting that according to Maple 
Broadband documents, 43.8% 
of Ferrisburgh addresses are 
unserved or underserved by high-
speed internet. He also pointed to 

the survey results. 
“It polled well in our public 

outreach,” Hinsdale said.
Campbell on Tuesday echoed a 

point that Benoit had made in his 
earlier opposition — they believe 
Maple Broadband’s prospects 
are uncertain and the build-
out timetable is too long, thus 
creating further unknowns and 
risks for the town’s investment.

“We’re talking 
about the possibility 
of high-speed 
internet in fi ve 
years,” he said.

Campbell also said 
he trusts the private 
sector more than 
Maple Broadband’s 
“business model.”

F e r r i s b u r g h 
Treasurer Deb 
Healey, speaking as 
a private citizen, said 
the private sector 
hasn’t risen to the 

task because it’s not economically 
feasible without the nonprofi t 
model and government support.

“If it was going to be cost-
effective for anyone else to do 
it, they would have come in and 
done it,” Healey said.

There is state support for nine 
Communications Union Districts 
(CUDs), of which Maple 
Broadband is one. 

The Rutland Herald recently 
reported that Christine Hallquist, 
executive director of the Vermont 

Community Broadband Board, 
which works with the CUDs, 
said there’s about $254  million of 
federal money available to build out 
the roughly 10,000 miles of fi ber to 
connect everyone in the state, at a 
total cost of about $510 million.  

In October, the Vermont 
Community Broadband Board 
awarded Maple Broadband 
$2.3 million to fund its critical 
“preconstruction” phase.

Maple Broadband Board Chair 
Steve Huffaker, a Ferrisburgh 
resident, said the broadband 
board is expected early next year 
to match grants from towns, such 
as the $50,000 from Ferrisburgh 
and similar allocations from 
Cornwall and Weybridge. 

Huffaker added the work that 
Maple Broadband plans will be 
relevant for decades. He called it 
“essentially future-proof,” once 
the high-capacity fi ber-optic lines 
are attached to poles.

“Once the plumbing is up 
on the poles, it’s pretty much a 
permanent solution,” he said.

Maple Broadband counts most 
Addison County towns as members; 
some have joined neighboring 
CUDs. It has contracted with 
Waitsfi eld-Champlain Valley 
Telecom to operate its network 
once it is in place. 

Once users are hooked up, 
their fees can support the system. 
CUDs are also allowed to seek 
bonds supported by subscriber 
fees that could support buildouts.

BRISTOL — Bristol Cliffs Cafe 
in downtown Bristol is changing 
hands and will soon have a new 
name.

Current owner Celina Ellison 
closed the doors at Bristol Cliffs 
on Tuesday, Dec. 14.

Local jam producer V Smiley 
intends to purchase the business 
from Ellison and call it Minifactory. 

In addition to continuing 

as a coffee shop and bakery, 
Minifactory will also serve as 
the production headquarters for 
Smiley’s existing operation, V 
Smiley Preserves.

Ellison purchased the bakery 
in 2018 after having managed its 
previous iteration, Bristol Bakery, 
for eight years.

Look for the full story in next 
week’s edition of the Independent. 

Bristol Cliffs Cafe closing doors 
to make way for new owner

MAUSD
(Continued from Page 2A)

Ferrisburgh backs ARPA funds 
for Maple Broadband expansion

Ferrisburgh gives city partial 
fi re payment; new deal sought

“Once the 
plumbing is up 
on the poles, 
it’s pretty much 
a permanent 
solution.” 

— Maple Broadband 
Board Chair Steve 

Huffaker

“We had a great 
meeting... We’ll 
continue to talk.”

— Ron Redmond

improving the facility and one-third 
favors increasing the number of 
students per grade level (by, for 
instance, merging or otherwise 
combining with other districts) to 
provide a greater range of academic 
and social experiences. The CIC 
could not come to a consensus in this 
regard.

Levenson emphasized that the 
CIC’s role could include adding 
specifi city and/or prioritizing 
evaluation criteria, acting as a 
sounding board once the report 
is submitted and making sure 
community priorities are centered in 
public discussions.

It will not, however, make a 
recommendation on which proposal 

best meets the criteria, perform actual 
evaluations or revise the proposals.

For Levenson’s full PowerPoint 
presentation, visit tinyurl.com/
LevensonUpdate.

Reach Christopher Ross at 
christopherr@addisonindependent.
com.

CALL US TODAY! 802-388-4944

We’ve got you covered! 
Give the gift of local news 
for a whole year for only $50.

N E E D 
A  L A ST 
M I N U T E 

GIFT?
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By Claire
Corkins

Ways of
Seeing

Politically
Thinking
By Eric L. Davis

I wrote my last article about a conversation I 
had with my father and my 12-year-old daughter 
comparing their school experiences in such different 
times. My father went to school at Bristol Elementary 
School in the 1950s and ‘60s. There was one 
particular anecdote he told that has kept me thinking 
since our conversation. 

He recalled a day during elementary school when 
all the kids from the school were taken down to the 
Town Hall, and everyone was 
given a polio vaccine. As far as 
he knows (but who knows, he was 
in elementary school at the time) 
there was no parental consent 
or even notifi cation. He does 
remember his mother (who was 
a nurse) being terrifi ed that her 
children would catch polio. 

This stands in such stark 
contrast to the situation my daughter has been dealing 
with in schools surrounding COVID-19 vaccines. 
Way back when this all started, school moved to 
remote learning and children couldn’t get the vaccine 
even if they wanted. Then they went back to school, 
and children 12 and up were able to get vaccinated. 
Even though the vaccine has now been approved for 
ages 5 and up, it is still a choice that everyone makes 
for themselves and their children. 

I can’t help but wonder how people viewed the 
science of the polio vaccine. My father was too 
young to have given it much thought, and clearly, 
he wasn’t given a choice; he was simply given the 
polio vaccine. But from the little I’ve read and the 
few people I’ve talked to, it seems like in general 

the polio vaccine was seen as a miracle. Science was 
able to fi gure out how to stop people from getting 
this terrible disease and everyone was on board. This 
is obviously a generalization and a refl ection looking 
back at the past. 

And I can’t help but compare this to people’s views 
on the COVID-19 vaccine today. It is clear that not 
everyone is on board and there is such a disparity in 
the views around not only this vaccine, but vaccines 

in general, that has been slowly 
growing. I’m not sure exactly when 
people’s views started changing, 
but somewhere between polio and 
coronavirus there has been a huge 
shift. It seems many people don’t 
consider science a fact anymore, 
and instead see it as something 
debatable, or something you can 
choose to believe in or not. 

Between polio and coronavirus we’ve gone from 
a world where there was one news broadcast that 
delivered facts, to a world where there is news 
available at all times from every possible viewpoint. 
You can fi nd facts to back up any opinion if you look. 
In this overdose of news, we as a public are now 
forced to decide what facts we want to believe in, and 
our facts now come fl avored by our political beliefs. 

Even the word “fact” seems to have lost its meaning. 
A fact used to be something true without doubt or 
debate. But what does the word fact even mean if 
you can manufacture facts to back up any opinion? 
If a fact isn’t something 100% true, what is it? And 
how does this uncertainty surrounding information 

After sitting through a meeting 
with MUMS parents and school 
administrators this morning, I 
think I am starting to get a hint 
of why the ideals of ‘tolerance’ 
and ‘color blindness’ arose in 
the ‘80s. These are notions with 
which I grew up and from which 
I have moved away, thanks to a 
social justice critique (with which 
I largely agree.) Still … faced with 
reality of our schools right now, 
I now am starting to understand 
the ideal of “tolerance” from a 
pragmatic perspective.

We share space with so many 
humans.

Ideally, we feel completely safe 
and comfortable at home. Prized, 
cherished, and understood.

When we are in civic spaces 
where we don’t all agree or 
understand each other at that level, 
we might not be that comfortable. 
And yet, we don’t exist in a 
bubble. We live together whether 
we like it or not. It’s not the best, 
but it’s okay — and we can each 
infl uence how okay it is by how 
we act in public.

If you haven’t learned social 
studies, English, and math, and 
if you haven’t really gotten to 
know your fellow humans while 
working on projects and solving 
problems, you probably don’t 
know how or why to challenge 
each other yet, though you might 
do it anyway, and get good at 
fi ghting and defending. We need 
to learn how and when and why to 
challenge each other wisely.

As people, we are more than our 
political ideologies. We are also 
more than our socially constructed 
and biological identities. It takes 
a lifetime to really learn what we 
are, and why we are here. And 
as our kids start that learning 
together in Addison County, 
they all need a stable and steady 
container for their development.

People need to be stable and 
free from distraction so we can 
learn and grow. Public school 
might not be perfectly ideal for 
anyone, but it’s got to be enough 
for everyone. So I’m on board 
with MUMS administration and 
teachers as they make tough 
decisions about policy and 
procedure there. I hope we can all 
support their efforts to calm things 
down at school. Let’s try not to 
take our own or anyone else’s 
existence, expression, or ideas too 
personally. We’re all in the same 
boat, ultimately.

In public spaces like schools 
and town services, we could be 
happier if we focus on the values 

Vax resistance 
hurts others

I grew up in the early 1950s. 
Back then everybody got to see 
the effects of polio on people of 
all ages.

Kids in heavy metal leg braces. 
Adults who could no longer take 
care of their families.

When the vaccine was ready 
for kids, there was very little 
pushback, unlike there is today. 
We lined up in the hall at school 
and took our turn with the nurse.

Today we are not able to see the 
ravages of COVID. If you end up 
in the ICU you are all alone.

I don’t understand the surge of 
vaccine resistance now. Vaccines 
work. Educate yourself.

In just a few decades we have 
controlled many lethal epidemics 
including malaria, tetanus, 
smallpox, and tuberculosis.

I heard someone on the news 
state: “You are taking away 
my personal freedom with a 
mandate.” To that I say you do not 
have the freedom to jeopardize my 
life or any other person’s life. We 
already have lots of laws about 
that.

I have also had my fi ll of news 
clips showing sobbing, remorseful 
people in the ICU with no 
vaccination. You have had more 
than enough time to get it right. 
I say if you get COVID now and 
are un-vaccinated you are on your 
own. No hospital care.

You are taking a bed from my 
family member who had a serious 
accident.

Alden Harwood
Addison

Lt. Gov. Molly Gray’s announcement that she is a 
candidate for Vermont’s open seat in the U.S. House of 
Representatives means there will also be an open seat 
campaign for lieutenant governor next year. 

Every lieutenant governor in the last two decades 
has run for another offi ce. Phil Scott, who was in his 
third term as lieutenant governor when he was elected 
governor in 2016, is the only one of 
this group to have been successful.

Democratic Lt. Gov. David 
Zuckerman lost last year’s 
gubernatorial election to Scott. 
Republican Brian Dubie, who 
served four terms as lieutenant 
governor, lost his 2010 campaign 
for governor to Peter Shumlin. 
Dubie’s predecessor as lieutenant 
governor, Democrat Doug Racine, 
lost two statewide races, to Jim Douglas for governor in 
the 2002 general election, followed by a loss to Shumlin 
in the 2010 Democratic gubernatorial primary.

Will Gray’s campaign be like Scott’s, in which case 
she would be Vermont’s fi rst serving lieutenant governor 
ever elected to Congress, or will her campaign be like 
those of Racine, Dubie and Zuckerman, the lieutenant 
governors who failed in their attempts to advance? 

With Senator Becca Balint also entering the 
congressional race this week, and State Sen. Kesha 
Ram Hinsdale likely to do so as well, next August’s 
Democratic primary for the U.S. House will be a 

competitive multi-candidate contest. Gray won a similar 
Democratic primary contest for the open lieutenant 
governor’s seat last year.

Meanwhile, potential candidates in both the 
Democratic and the Republican parties will be looking 
at the open lieutenant governor’s race for 2022. 
Competitive primaries for this position should be 

expected in both parties. 
Because Balint is running for 

Congress, her current position of 
Senate president pro tem will also 
be open. Some Democratic senators 
considering advancing their careers 
will need to decide over the next few 
months whether they want to pursue 
the “outside” route, of entering the 
primary for lieutenant governor, 
or the “inside” route, trying to 

gain enough commitments from their colleagues to 
be elected president pro tem after next November’s 
election. While the president pro tem may not have as 
much public visibility as the lieutenant governor, the pro 
tem is arguably a position that has much more potential 
infl uence on policy than the lieutenant governor.

The open lieutenant governor position may be 
particularly important in 2022 because Phil Scott may 
be approaching the end of his time as governor. Scott 
has given no indication that he will not be a candidate 
for a fourth term in 2022, and he would certainly be 

Spirit of the season
WARM DRINKS, HOT deals and cool friends made this Middlebury College student smile during 

the Midd Night Stroll in downtown Middlebury last Thursday.
Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

It’s the Thursday before the week before Christmas and, if you’re 
like me, you may still have a few presents to fi nd, or being honest, 
maybe you’re just getting started. 

Either way, here are eight ways to complete your shopping list and 
be absolutely certain your gift will arrive on time and be valued more 
than any other. 

1.  It’s easy to jump on the “shop local” bandwagon, but admittedly 
not as easy to follow through on every purchase. Here’s the trick: 
Explore your community like it’s the fi rst time you’ve been there. 
Walk up and down the retail district. Go into every retail store and 
look anew at the merchandise they offer. Go off Main Street onto the 
side streets and perhaps farther afi eld to the outskirts of town. Don’t 
forget local crafts and artists, and the stores, galleries and merchants 
who sell their wares. Exchange Street in Middlebury is a good example 
of retail stores off the Main Street, as are the shops along Court Street 
and farther out on Route 7 north and south. And don’t forget that 
shopping locally includes checking out the other towns throughout the 
area. What can’t be found in Middlebury might be found in Bristol, 
Brandon or Vergennes, or any of the county’s 23 communities. If you 
truly explore what we have, you’ll discover new opportunities that can 
be plumbed year-round — and you’ll be supporting those businesses 
that support the community in dozens of ways 365 days a year.

2. Give the gift of recreation. The most obvious choices are buying 
lift tickets or season passes to the Middlebury College Snow Bowl or 
Rikert Nordic Center. Some ski areas sell day tickets in packages of 
four at a slight discount, but whatever the price, know the experience 
of getting outside to enjoy the winter snow (when it comes) can be 
transformative, good for body and soul. And if the outside temps 
are too intimidating, day passes or memberships (monthly to a year) 
can be purchased at local fi tness centers in Middlebury, Bristol and 
Vergennes.

3. If you really don’t know what to buy someone, give them the gift of 
local moneys. Middlebury Money, promoted by the Better Middlebury 
Partnership, can be purchased at the National Bank of Middlebury and 
other banks. Bristol Bucks, Vergennes Green and Brandon Bucks are 
also available. Just go to the local business organization website to 
fi nd the details. It’s a dollar-for-dollar exchange and can be purchased 
and then used at most local businesses. This is a great way to give 
bonuses to employees and gifts to grandchildren (if they’re at an age 
when buying something on their own is more satisfying, and they’re 
sure to get what they want), while also supporting local merchants.

4. Buy a gift to protect wildlife. For years, the staff at the Addison 
Independent struggled to fi nd a gift suitable for their fearless leader, 
until a eureka moment arrived. They bought me an Adopt a Raptor 
certifi cate saying they had contributed to an effort to support the 
red-tailed hawk. I’m not sure how they knew I love watching hawks 
and other birds of prey soar through the air, but it was a joy for me 
to know that that year’s gift was going to a cause I supported, but 
might not have thought to give to. There are endless possibilities in 
the realm of wildlife, but also gifts can be made to hundreds, if not 
thousands, of meaningful charities and causes — local, state, national 
and international.

5. If you’re looking to support good causes, remember that there are 
local businesses that could use a dose of love as well. Area restaurants 
are still struggling to combat staff shortages and a reluctance for some 
in the community to go out for meals due to the pandemic. Buying 
gift certifi cates is ideal because it allows recipients to patronize 
those establishments when they feel most comfortable, while giving 
restaurants the money upfront. Fitness centers could use some of 
that same love, as could coffee shops and retail stores. Or, if you’re 
so inclined, give a gift subscription to the Addison Independent to 
family, friends or, ahem, maybe neighbors who you wish were better 
informed! Just kidding. Ho, ho, ho!

6. Or support a local organization in someone’s name. The Sheldon 
Museum comes to mind, as does Homeward Bound: The Addison 
County Humane Society, Addison County Home Health and Hospice, 
Middlebury Area Land Trust (MALT) and many other similar groups 
in the county. They are all great institutions, each needs support, and 
it’s a great gift — and feeling of satisfaction — to have a donation 
made in your name.

7. Similarly, support local arts and theater. You can do this by 
buying tickets to upcoming shows and events, becoming members 
of organizations like the Town Hall Theater in Middlebury or the 
Vergennes Opera House, the Opera Company of Middlebury and many 
others in towns throughout the county and region. There’s nothing 
better than giving to groups that enrich our communities in so many 
ways throughout the year.

8. Give a gift to yourself by being a mentor at local schools, or 
school-based organizations. Just google “mentoring in Addison 
County” or connect to United Way of Addison County’s MENTOR 
Vermont, and you’ll fi nd a whole new world waiting to be discovered.

And if you absolutely, positively have to put it in a package, wrap 
it and seal it with a bow — go right ahead. Just pick up a cute card 
at one of Addison County’s specialty boutique stores, draft a poetic 
note, and stick it in the biggest box possible (stuffed with newspaper 
pages — after they’re read — for those who are prone to shake and 
rattle) and watch with wonder as gifts of giving do their magic.

— Angelo Lynn
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Our nurse Ann Gibbons provides caring
support to elders and families.

Worried about an older loved one?
We have the help you need.

Your Partner in Eldercare

Elderly Services
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New Haven, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

Mike and Helen Hanley – New Haven, VT

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

Bristol Electronics designed and installed a photovoltaic system on our house 
in New Haven.

We could not be more pleased with the staff and the installation of our 
system.

Right from the start we understood what we were buying and what the 
installation process was about. The staff filled out all the necessary paperwork 
required by Green Mountain Power and the State of Vermont. This in itself 
made our experience with Bristol Electronics an easy and pleasant one.

The installation was professional and clean. The service did not end with 
installation. We were contacted to insure that everything was satisfactory and if 
we had any questions.

We highly recommend Bristol Electronics.

affect our children growing up 
now who are in the middle of a 
debate over whether they should 
get a COVID-19 vaccine?

Claire Corkins grew up and 

lives in Bristol and studied Human 
Ecology at College of the Atlantic 
in Maine. After college she worked 
abroad teaching English as a 
second language. She currently 
works with her father in such 

various endeavors as painting 
houses, tiling bathrooms, building 
porches, and fi xing old windows. 
She hikes, reads, plays ice hockey, 
travels, and wishes she could 
wear fl ip fl ops all year round.

Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

we all share, such as water to 
drink, food to eat, air to breath, 
and safety and shelter for our 
families. We need to be strong 
as a community and focused on 
growing and learning. Neither our 
beliefs nor our autobiographies 
will be much use when the supply 
chain breaks down, when the 
earth warms, when the germs 
spread. We live and die together, 
so let’s work together. To bring 
back an earworm for you to dwell 

Stefani letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

Davis
(Continued from Page 4A)

Letters to the Editor

Governor fails the test on statewide mask mandate
I cannot begin to tell you 

how disappointed I am with our 
governor and his fl unkies with 
regards to the non-masking of 
Vermonters. Historically, people 
do not do things by themselves, 
but have to be directed in order 
to have anything happen. We are 
not a proactive species. He needed 
to enact a mask law requiring all 
to mask within all buildings and 
perhaps bringing back the six-foot 
spacing rule again. 

In a strange backlash, there 

are many selfi sh people in our 
country who now refuse to get an 
anti-Covid shot, claiming that it 
interferes with “their right to make 
up their own minds” or because 
it’s Republican vs. Democrats, all 
absolute balderdash. In my mind, 
these are people who care nothing 
for children or for the hospital 
workers who are putting their 
lives on the line, working to the 
point of exhaustion trying to keep 
people alive who have refused 
to get a simple shot to prevent 

mass misery, potential death, and 
grieving, heartbroken families. I 
shall voice what many people are 
now thinking: If you don’t have 
a shot, you don’t get admitted to 
the hospital. So many people who 
have ended up in the hospital say 
afterwards that they now regretted 
having not gotten the shot.

It’s so disappointing … I will not 
be voting for Governor Scott again, 
nor shall many others I know.

Carolyn Van Vleck
Brandon

favored for re-election, regardless of 
who ends up being the Democratic 
candidate for governor. With the 
exception of Howard Dean, who 
was elected governor fi ve times, 
an informal four-term limit has 
become the practice for recent 
governors, especially Republicans. 
Both Jim Douglas and Dick 
Snelling decided to step down at the 
end of their fourth consecutive term 
as governor.

Assuming he is re-elected in 
2022, Scott is highly likely to 
retire in either 2024 or 2026, 

meaning that whoever is elected 
lieutenant governor next year 
would be considered as a potential 
gubernatorial candidate the next 
time that seat is open. There are 
many Democrats, particularly in the 
Legislature, who will take a serious 
look at running for lieutenant 
governor. 

The situation on the Republican 
side is more challenging. At this 
time, the Vermont GOP has almost 
no bench to speak of, in terms of 
someone who could be considered 
a plausible gubernatorial candidate 
to succeed Scott. Making a 

serious effort to win the lieutenant 
governorship in 2022 is essential 
if a Republican wants to be in the 
mix the next time the governorship 
is open. However, such an effort 
will only succeed if the candidate 
who emerges from the GOP 
primary is, like Scott, someone 
who is willing to speak out against 
Donald Trump’s takeover of the 
party and the former president’s 
lies that the 2020 election was 
stolen from him.

Eric L. Davis is professor 
emeritus of political science at 
Middlebury College.

What any given day might 
hold for medical professionals on 
the front lines of the pandemic 
is uncertain. With the highest 
sustained rates of COVID in 
Addison County since the start of 
the pandemic and 
increased demand 
for hospital-based 
care, we are 
increasingly facing 
the unnerving reality 
of running out of 
room in hospitals and 
Intensive Care Units 
across the state. 
This is in addition 
to an unprecedented 
workforce shortage 
brought into sharper 
focus by burnout and 
pandemic fatigue.

In my own practice 
as an obstetrician 
and gynecologist, 
I have seen the 
c o m p l i c a t i o n s 
of COVID in 
pregnancy and the 
toll it takes on pregnant people 
and their families. As a physician 
leader for the UVM Health 
Network, I hear from colleagues 
across the state who struggle to 
care for sicker patients, many of 
whom are unvaccinated and some 
who have delayed care. We fi nd 
ourselves in a tenuous situation: 
more and more people are in need 
of higher levels of care at a time 
when hospitals are operating at 
or near capacity and health care 
providers are stretched thin. 

This latest wave of COVID 
comes ahead of the holidays, when 
many of us had hoped to travel 
to large gatherings with people 

outside of our homes. Though 
I have the utmost confi dence in 
our incredible team here at Porter, 
I have a very real concern that a 
post-holiday surge will put added 
pressure on an already stressed 

healthcare system. 
As we confront 

the ongoing COVID 
pandemic and our 
current challenges 
with capacity at Porter 
and across the region, 
I am hopeful that we 
can come together 
as a community, as 
we did in early days 
of the pandemic. 
We all have a part to 
play in limiting the 
spread of COVID and 
reducing additional, 
preventable demands 
on hospitals 
and health care 
professionals. Here’s 
how you can help:

Reduce your risk 
of getting COVID. 

Wear a mask, gather outdoors 
or in well-ventilated spaces, 
maintain a distance of six feet 
or more, and stay home if you 
are sick. If you have not already 
gotten vaccinated or received 
your booster, please do so. 
Vaccines reduce your risk of 
getting COVID, and remain 
the most effective way to avoid 
severe illness and death. 

Be safe. 
Between the holiday season and 

winter weather, there are more 
accidents this time of year. Take 
your time, be vigilant about safety, 
and reduce the chance you that 
you will end up in the hospital.

Call your primary care 
provider if you don’t feel well. 

Don’t delay getting the care you 
need. Whether you have COVID 
symptoms or another health issue, 
we would rather hear from you 
before your get worse and are 
prepared to safely provide care. 

Connect with and support our 
community. 

In the early days of the 
pandemic, there was an outpouring 
of support for Porter staff and 
others impacted by COVID. Now 
more than ever, these people 
need your support. Reach out to 
a neighbor who might need help 
with errands or chores. Donate 
your time, talent or treasure to a 
community agency. 

Be kind to each other. 
Living through the stress that 

COVID has caused challenges 
in relationships, households and 
workplaces. Remember that we 
are all experiencing this together. 
A moment of kindness can alter 
the course of both your day and 
the lives of those you touch.

I am proud and grateful to be 
a part of Porter Medical Center, 
and to help ensure that we provide 
reliable and responsive care to our 
community. I remain optimistic 
that scientifi c advancements will 
bring about faster testing and more 
treatment options to make living 
with COVID more manageable. 
I am hopeful that we will remain 
vigilant and make smart choices 
to protect against the spread of 
COVID and ease the pressures 
on our health care system. Most 
of all, I believe in the power of 
our collective response and our 
commitment to each other and this 
community we call home. 

Community
 Forum

This week’s writer is 
Dr. Anna Benvenuto, 
chief medical 
offi cer at Porter 
Medical Center in 
Middlebury.

Make your holidays COVID-free

Middlebury board should reconsider mask policy
Why wouldn’t a mask mandate 

for Middlebury be important for 
public safety?

On Tuesday I listened to a 
discussion of this question at 
the meeting of Middlebury’s 
selectboard. Four selectboard 
members spoke at length about 
why they would not want to pass 
a legal mandate to mask in public 
places in Middlebury. However, 
the board heard testimony from 
20 Middlebury citizens who 
presented what I believe are 
compelling reasons why a mask 
mandate should be enacted.

A mandate would allow 
businesses to better protect their 

employees and those who come 
to their stores or offi ces. The 
library board now requires anyone 
coming to the library to mask. 
The recent problems with COVID 
at the college and the increase 
in the infection rate across this 
state indicate that the coronavirus 
problem is not going away soon, 
but right now is growing to be a 
more serious threat to the health 
and welfare of all Vermonters. It 
would not be necessary to burden 
the police with enforcement of a 
mask mandate; it is proven that 
just having a mandate in the law 
changes enough people’s behavior 
to make a signifi cant difference. 

As more people become infected 
with the virus, hospitals across 
the state are reaching capacity. 
Doctors and nurses know that 
every effort must be made to turn 
the tide, and that should include 
a mask mandate at all public 
gatherings. Just declaring that 
masking is recommended is not 
enough.

I am asking other Middlebury 
citizens to join me in appealing to 
our selectboard to reconsider this 
matter at their next meeting and 
move to enact a mask mandate.

Rev. George Klohck
Middlebury

I was delighted to read in 
Elsie Lynn Parini’s Dec. 9 
article “‘Amahl and the Night 
Visitors’ Resumes in Salisbury” 
that area residents will have an 
annual opportunity to attend 
a live performance of Gian 
Carlo Menotti’s opera at the 
Salisbury Congregational Church. 
Heartened as I was to hear that 
the production is happening, I was 
even more pleased to learn about 
the sensitivity to race and gender 
demonstrated by director Josh 
Collier’s casting decisions.

Collier mentions in the article 
the problematic section of the 
opera when Amahl, in surprise, 
describes the strangers at the 
door announcing, “The kings are 
three, and one of them is black!” 
This astonished reference to the 
dark skin of the character King 
Balthazar, is one I remember 
well. I am a white actor/singer 
who must sheepishly confess 
that nearly three decades ago, I 
performed the role of the African 
monarch. In our production we 
considered working around the 
uncomfortable lyric (and my 
obvious lack of blackness) by 
altering it from “one of them 
is black” to “one of them’s in 
black,” making it a reference to 
my costume, not my complexion. 
Collier’s solution, to fi nd BIPOC 
performers for both the roles 
of Balthazar and Amahl, and to 
transform the moment of shock 

into a moment of empowerment 
is a far more progressive and 
exciting choice. I’m equally 
impressed that this year the 
director has cast a transgendered 
actor as Amahl; in our version 
the teenage performer had to don 
a wig to hide her gender, in this 
production, the young singer with 
the requisite soprano range will 
proudly reveal himself on stage as 
he sees himself in life. This feels 
to me like progress.

There are other aspects of 
Amahl that could stand some 
scrutiny; as much as I love the 
opera, I think it’s worth examining 
it as an example of how racist 
imagery can be perpetuated, 
sometimes in seemingly innocent 
ways, across generations. In 1951, 
Menotti came up with the idea for 
Amahl when he stumbled across 
a painting in the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. A quick 
examination of the 15th century 
work that inspired him, Adoration 
of the Kings by the Dutch painter 
Hieronymus Bosch, reveals that it 
is fi rmly rooted in an ethnocentric 
mythology that Jesus and Mary 
were light skinned, blue eyed and 
blonde haired; the shepherds in 
the painting are depicted similarly, 
and the African king stands out 
as looking very different from 
everyone else. So Menotti, with 
Bosch’s 475-year-old vision fi rmly 
in mind, refueled the notion that 
Bethlehem and its surroundings 

were homogeneously white; 
this choice ignored the reality 
that 2,000 years ago, very few 
people living in the Middle East 
would have looked at all Aryan, 
and reinforced a centuries-old 
prejudicial trope by replicating it 
in a different artistic medium.

Fortunately, artists as thoughtful 
as Collier have the courage and 
vision to reexamine these tired 
assumptions. I’m disappointed I 
won’t be able to see “Amahl and 
the Night Visitors” in Salisbury this 
year as I’m currently performing 
in “Beauty and the Beast” here in 
the Washington, D.C., area. In our 
production, the heroine Belle is 
played by a phenomenal performer 
who is African American and 
self describes as “plus-sized and 
Queer” and the Beast is portrayed 
by a terrifi c musical theater actor 
who lost the lower part of his right 
leg to cancer several years ago. In 
the past month of performances 
it’s been exciting to feel how 
warmly audiences have embraced 
the show’s conscious attempt to 
challenge conventional concepts of 
beauty. I have little doubt that those 
who attend Collier’s production 
of “Amahl and the Night Visitors” 
will be equally moved by his 
efforts to make the storytelling 
more inclusive. I wish him and the 
cast many broken legs!

Sasha Olinick, MUHS 1990
Takoma Park, Md.

Collier’s opera casting is delightfully inclusive

My son-in-law who lives in the 
hills of Kentucky said this about 
Gov. Andy Beshear: He cried 
while discussing the tragedy. 

We agreed this shows the 
character of a leader — no 
paper-towel throwing … a true 
man unlike others we have 

known. 
Leslie Caron
Middlebury

Kentucky gov. showed humanity in face of tragedy

on the rest of the day ... “We are 
the world/We are the children …
There’s a choice we’re making/
We’re saving our own lives/ it’s 

true/ we’ll make a better day/just 
you and me.”

Jennifer Stefani
Middlebury

Letters can 
be found on 

Pages 4A,5A, 
and 8A.
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If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 91 years  |  1930-2021

57 Main St. New Haven | 453-3433 | CleggsNewHaven@yahoo.com  
CleggsMemorials.com
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Craig A. Morris, 72, of Monkton
MONKTON — Craig A. Morris, 

a talented photographer and artist, 
passed away at the Lahey Hospital 
& Medical Center in Burlington, 
Mass., on Sunday, Dec. 5, 2021. 
The beloved husband of Mary 
(Perkins), he was 72 years old.

Craig was born in New 
Rochelle, N.Y., as the son of 
the late Albert and Reid Morris. 
Craig was raised and educated in 
Larchmont, N.Y., and went on to 
receive his bachelor’s degree from 
Middlebury College in Vermont. 
It was while in high school that he 
would meet his future wife, Mary 
Perkins, although they did not start 
dating until after graduation. They 
married in 1971 and raised their 
two sons in Underhill, Vt.

Craig had a career that spanned 
over forty years as a professional 
photographer. His most recent 
job was the District Operations 
Manager for a school portrait 
photography company in Florida. 
He shared his talents with others, 

teaching hundreds of photographers 
the art of portrait photography. 
Craig was also a talented artist, with 
architectural oil paintings being 
his specialty. He also incorporated 
underpainting and glazing into his 
creative process. 

Craig had a tremendous love 
for music, and was of incredible 
infl uence to his life. He played 
the guitar, mandolin, autoharp 
and violin and was self-taught. 
He enjoyed playing for himself, 
his family and occasionally would 

CRAIG A. MORRIS

play for a small audience.
Craig was a very loving, honest, 

thoughtful and engaging father. 
He was very proud of his two sons 
and all their accomplishments. 
Above all, Craig cherished his time 
with his entire family, whether 
he was host or guest, always 
ensuring everyone was well fed 
and comfortable. Craig will be 
remembered as a talented, loving, 
loyal and creative man who always 
put the needs of his family above 
his own.

Craig was the beloved husband 
of Mary (Perkins); loving father 
of Jamie A. Morris and his wife 
Carolynne Erwin of Vermont, and 
Brendan P. Morris of Virginia; 
proud grandfather of Oliver, Evan 
and Oakley Morris; and brother of 
Stephen Morris and Carol Morris 
of Maine.

In lieu of fl owers memorials in 
Craig’s name may be made to PSC 
Partners Seeking a Cure www.
PSCpartners.org.◊

FAIR HAVEN — Charles 
Loyal Towle, 87, of Fair Haven, 
died Wednesday morning, Dec. 
1, 2021, at Chapters Hospice of 
Brooksville, Fla.

He was born April 1, 1934, in 
Cornwall, Vt., the son of William 
and Dorothy (Lane) Towle. He 
had two brothers, Arlyn and 
Roger Towle.

Mr. Towle was drafted into the 
Army in 1956 and was honorably 
discharged in 1958. He was a 
loyal member of the American 
Legion, which he frequented 

almost every day.
Charles had various jobs but 

retired from Carris Reels where 
he drove a truck for many years.

He was married to Flora Jane 
(Doane) Towle on Sept. 17, 1954, 
in Bridport, together they had 
three children: Bryan, Bruce, and 
LeAnne (Towle) Ledo, married 
to Edward John Ledo.

He is survived by his three 
children; fi ve grandchildren, Brad 
Towle, Jeff Towle, Kevin Towle, 
Nicolas Ledo, and Jessica Ledo; 
and fi ve great-grandchildren, 

Charles Loyal Towle, 87, Fair Haven

MIDDLEBURY — Roger 
W. Dorwart passed away on the 
afternoon of Friday, Nov. 19, 2021, 
after a brave battle with cancer. 
He was 85. He was surrounded 
by loved ones in his last days 
and passed peacefully at the 
EastView retirement community 
in Middlebury, Vt.

He lived for many years on 
Sunset Cliff Road in Burlington, 
where he was well-known as 
the neighborhood fi xer: A mover 
of shore stations, mender of 
roads, engineer to a number of 
neighborhood projects, builder of 
sturdy furniture and ipecac-giver 
to the odd chocolate-eating dog. 
For forty-three years he poured 
his heart and soul into creating 
the perfect cliff-side dock, which 
will remain an important part of 
his family’s heritage in the years 
to come. Much more than that, he 
was a kind and loving husband, a 
wise and supportive father and a 
doting grandfather. He was also 
an enthusiastic world traveler and 
devoted sports fan. He will be 
missed very much.

Roger was born in Pittsburgh, 
Pa., on Sept. 22, 1936, and lived 
in Washington, Pa., until 1949. 
He then moved to Hartford, 
Conn., with his parents, the late 
Dr. Harold and Carolyn (Yeisley) 
Dorwart.

He graduated from Bulkeley 
High School in 1954 and then 
received a B.S. from Trinity 

FRANKLIN — Dylan J. 
Bushey, age 15, passed away on 
Tuesday, Dec. 7, 2021. Dylan is the 
son of Eric and Michaela (Myrick) 
Bushey and he was born on Sept. 
22, 2006, in St. Albans.

Dylan was larger than life, not 
only in stature, but his smile and 
personality could light up any 
room. He loved the outdoors and 
could usually be found riding his 
four-wheeler, hunting, fi shing, or 
playing sports. He liked to play 
baseball, golf, and fell in love 
with football this year. Dylan was 
the teammate everybody hoped 
for, he would play any position 
the team needed him to, and his 
teammates were truly his family. 
He approached everything he did 
in life with that same attitude, 
which led him to his position as 
“Second in Command” at the 
Rainville Farm. 

He was also born with music in 
his soul. Dylan would always sing, 
dance, and he could play several 
instruments and even taught 
himself how to play guitar. Dylan 
loved hard, and he was loved even 
harder. He was everyone’s favorite 
Dylan!

Dylan leaves behind his parents, 
Eric and Michaela Bushey of 
Franklin; his sister and best friend, 
Jordan Bushey and her signifi cant 
other, who was like a brother to him, 

PANTON — Rhonda Cousineau 
Jackson, 51, of Panton, passed 
away Dec. 1, 2021. She was born 
on April 10, 1970, to Helena and 
Ector Cousineau.

Rhonda was a 1988 graduate of 
Otter Valley Union High School. 
She worked in the hospitality 
industry before her position at 
Kinney Drug stores as a Pharmacy 
Technician. She was a dedicated 
employee for 12 years at the 
Vergennes location. Her family has 
raised beef cattle on the Jackson 
farm. 

Rhonda valued the simple 
things in life, and made sure 
everyone knew that kindness, 
love, and laughter were the most 
treasured parts of life. Her caring 
and compassionate nature could 
be seen through her random gifts 

to friends, usually in the form 
of food and trinkets. Her love of 
the little things was shown in her 
dedication to her children, where 
she was everyone’s FFA mom, and 
the loudest voice on the softball 
bench. She supported her kids in 
everything they chose to do, and 
her love was unconditional. She 
shared a special relationship with 
her husband, David, and they were 
always watching out for each 
other.

Rhonda loved a good book, and 
often reminisced about growing 
up in the quiet parts of Vermont. 
She loved going for fall foliage 
drives through the mountains 
and seeing the fi rst fl owers 
bloom in the beginning of spring.  
Gardening and cooking were two 
of her passions.

Through many hardships in 
her life, Rhonda was determined 
to show people that love was 
the special ingredient to make 
anything better. Her infamous 
laugh usually interrupted most of 
the jokes she told, but her goal 
to make others smile was always 
accomplished.

Rhonda was preceded in death 
by her father, Ector Cousineau.

Rhonda is survived by her 
husband, David Jackson; her 
children, Nicholas and Emily; 
her mother, Helena Cousineau; 
her brothers, Glen (Christa) of 
Orwell, Vt., and Jeffery (Paula) of 
Brandon, Vt.; and niece, Claudia, 
and nephew, Will.

Plans are being made for a 
Celebration of Life which will be 
held in April 2022. ◊

Roger W. Dorwart, 85, of Middlebury

ROGER W. DORWART

College in 1959, both in Hartford. 
He went on to receive both 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
Civil Engineering from Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute in 1960 and 
1963.

He worked for a year between 
1960-61 as an engineer for STS in 
Chicago, Il., before returning to 
RPI for graduate school. He then 
worked for several years as an 
instructor in Civil Engineering at 
the University of Vermont. There 
he met Stephen Knight, with 
whom he went on to co-found 
Knight Consulting Engineers in 
Williston in 1964. He retired from 

KCE in 1998, having served as 
president of the fi rm for the last 
several years of his tenure.

Roger was a lifetime member 
of the American Society of 
Civil Engineers. He was also 
a member of the Vermont 
Society of Engineers and the 
Chi Epsilon Civil Engineering 
Honorary Society. He was a past 
co-president, together with his 
wife, of the Flynn School PTA 
in Burlington; a past president 
of the Sunset Cliff Homeowners 
Association; and a past president 
and treasurer of the Vermont 
chapter of the Construction 
Specifi cations Institute. In his 
retirement, he retained emeritus 
status as road commissioner for 
Sunset Cliff, a duty he gracefully 
accepted much to the delight of 
family and friends.

He is survived by his wife 
of 56 years, Elita Dorwart of 
Middlebury; his son Jon and his 
wife Betsy Ward of Burlington; 
his son Rich and his partner 
Veronica Valle of Aptos, Calif.; 
four incredible grandchildren, 
Rei, Erika, Alisa, and Ivy; Elita’s 
sister Silvia and her husband Ed 
Dauenheimer of Arlington, Vt.; 
family and friends throughout 
the eastern U.S., Germany and 
Latvia; and one grumpy orange 
tabby cat.

A graveside service will be 
held at Lakeview Cemetery in 
Burlington on Dec. 27, at 11 a.m.◊

Rhonda Cousineau Jackson, 51, of Panton

Anthony, Peyton, Grayson, Orla 
and Briden Towle.

He is predeceased by his 
parents and both his brothers and 
his longtime girlfriend, Vicky 
Stannard.

Charles loved his family and 
his friends; he will be missed by 
them all.

A private ceremony will be 
held in the summer. In Lieu of 
fl owers please donate to the 
Castleton Legion where he liked 
to spend his time.◊

Dylan J. Bushey, 15, of Franklin

DYLAN J. BUSHEY

Hayzen Brow; his grandparents, 
Linda (Barnum) and Jay Hartman, 
Jeffrey and Wanda Bushey, and 
Steve and Cindy Myrick; his 
great- grandfathers, Walter Barnum 
and H. Kent Wright III; aunts and 
uncles, Heather Bushey, Courtney 
and Chris Norris, Tim and Tina 
Wright, Steve Myrick Jr. and his 
signifi cant other Ashley Lane, 
Cybil Myrick and her signifi cant 
other Jon Rigg, Silas Myrick, 
Molly and Josh Lontine, and Annie 
Hartman and her signifi cant other 

Troy Peters; cousins Paxton and 
Mairin Norris, Brandon Bertrand, 
Rachael Burt, Bruce Wright, 
Tucker, Trevor and Timmy Wright, 
Donald Bartholomew, Eliza Myrick, 
and Savannah Rigg; special cousins 
Paul Barnum and Brooke Rainville; 
so many close friends to mention, 
but especially Logan and Jake with 
whom he was always driving tractor 
or fi xin’ something; and many other 
extended family members. Dylan 
was predeceased by his great-
grandparents, Shirley Barnum, 
Wayne and Aleta Bushey, Patricia 
Wright, and Bob and Rita Myrick.

Friends and family were invited 
to Dylan’s life celebration, to 
include visitation, from 4-7 p.m. 
on Monday, Dec. 13, 2021, at 
the Goss Life Celebration Home, 
89 Grand Ave., Swanton, VT. A 
funeral service will be held at 11 
a.m., on Tuesday, Dec. 14, 2021, at 
the Goss Life Celebration Home. 
Dylan’s funeral service will be live-
streamed through the Goss Life 
Celebration Home Facebook page.

For those who wish, contributions 
in Dylan’s memory may be made 
to the MVU Football Program, c/o 
John Lumsden, 175 Thunderbird 
Drive, Swanton, VT 05488.

Visit Goss Life Celebration 
Homes website to share 
condolences, photos and favorite 
memories at www.gossfs.com.◊

From humble beginnings based on affordable, 
trustworthy services, we have grown into a reliable 
resource your family can depend on. Rooted in our 
traditions, we stay firmly connected to the families 

we serve and the care we provide. We continue 
serving all faiths and all families in the only way we 

know how — by staying true to our heritage.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Where Our Roots Are Planted

TRADITION

MIDDLEBURY, — Sally Smith 
Levy, age 91, of Middlebury, 
passed away peacefully on Nov. 29, 
2021. Sally was born May 8, 1930, 
in Saranac Lake, N.Y., daughter of 
Sarah A. and Elmer W. Smith.

Sally grew up in Saranac Lake 
and attended Saranac Lake High 
School. She received her Bachelor 
of Science in Education from 
Plattsburgh State University of New 
York, her Certifi cation in Teaching 
English as a Second Language from 
Columbia University Teachers’ 
College in New York City., and 
her Master’s degree in T.E.S.L. 
from St. Michael’s College in 
Colchester, Vt.

Early in her teaching career, 
Sally was a Kindergarten and First 
Grade teacher in New York City 
and Long Island, N.Y. Later she 
consulted and taught English as a 
Second Language at H.O. Wheeler 
School, Essex Junction Public 
Schools and the Vermont Refugee 
Resettlement Program. She was a 
private tutor for elementary, high 
school and post-graduate students 
and worked as an English and 
Math tutor with the Vermont Adult 
Education Center, where she taught 
the G.E.D. curriculum. Sally was 
also a member of the League of 
Women Voters, serving as Chair of 

SALLY S. LEVY

Sally S. Levy, 91, of Middlebury

International Relations for many 
years.

Sally loved the world of people, 
ideas and exchanges. She and her 
husband, Art, took great joy in 
raising their children, spending 
time with friends and family and 
traveling. Sally and Art lived in 
Okinawa, Japan, and London, 
England, and traveled extensively 
throughout Europe. Sally and Art 
spent their summers on Saranac 
Lake and Lake Champlain.

Sally was a wonderful 
conversationalist and listener and 
an avid reader, writer, painter and 
photographer. She had a strong 
connection to nature and the 
Adirondack and Green Mountains 
—lakes and wetlands were often 
the inspiration for her work. 
Sally enjoyed Nordic and alpine 
skiing, canoeing, boating, and 
hiking throughout New York and 
Vermont.

Sally was predeceased by her 
husband, Dr. Arthur M. Levy. 
She is survived by her her sister, 
Sandra Smith; and her brothers, 
David Smith and Robert Shelley; 
her daughters, Susan Guran and 
Lynn Bosworth (David); and 
her son, Alan Levy (Deana); her 
grandchildren, Andie Guran, Burt 
Guran, Aileen Bosworth, Trey 
Bosworth, Tucker Levy and Emma 
Levy; her nieces, Debbie Volusher, 
Lisa Wells and Katie Smith-Barry 
and her nephew, David Smith.

The family extends their heartfelt 
gratitude to Addison County Home 
Health and Hospice, Stephani 
Stoddard, Dr. Diana Barnard 
and the staff at the Residence at 
Otter Creek for their attentive 
and supportive care. The family 
will hold a private celebration of 
Sally’s life.◊

The Independent will publish paid 
obituaries and free notices of passing. 
Paid obituaries cost 25 cents per word 
and will be published, as submitted, 
on the date of the family’s choosing. 
For those who do not wish to purchase 
an obituary, the Independent offers 
a free notice of passing up to 100 
words, subject to editing by our news 
department. Photos (optional) with 
either paid obituaries or free notices 
cost $10 per photo. Obituaries may be 
emailed to obits@addisonindependent.
com.

Submissions must be received by 
11 a.m. on Wednesday for publication 
in the Thursday paper and 11 a.m. 
on Friday for Monday’s paper. Email 
obits@addisonindependent.com or call 
802-388-4944 for more information.

Obituary Guidelines
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WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

David Wimett, 35 Years Experience
C. Michael Jackman, 40 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2016 NISSAN FRONTIER CREW CAB
4x4, Auto, V6, Loaded, 127k miles

$23,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2018 SUBARU FORESTER
Premium, AWD, Sunroof, 61k miles

$24,995

2010 NISSAN FRONTIER CREW CAB
4x4, V6, Auto, Longbox, 160k miles

$14,995

2011 TOYOTA TACOMA 
Crew Cab, 4x4, V6, Auto, Loaded, 159k miles

$20,995

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

LAST MINUTE XMAS DEALS!

2016 SUBARU CROSSTREK 
Premium, AWD, Auto, loaded, 83k miles

$20,995
Advanced Hearing Technologies

Licensed & Certifi ed Audiology/Hearing Specialist 
Over 29 Years Experience

802-233-2345
www.advancedhearingofvermont.com
advancedhearingofvermont@comcast.net 

bernie344@gmail.com
Marble Works, 63 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT

Paradise
BY PHONAK

World’s best sounding
hearing aid.

Fully 
Automatic!

TRY FREE FOR 30 DAYS!
3 Year Warranty

3 Years Lost & Damage

VOTED

#1 HEARING AID

IN 2021

HEALTHHAVE YOU 
HEARD!!!

Bring in your hearing aid pair
Receive $1,000 or a Paradise set

VERGENNES — Our loving 
son, brother, father, “Uncle Izzy” 
was born on Oct. 18, 1982, in 
Middlebury and left his earthly 
dwelling on Dec. 2, 2021, after 
many years of struggling with 
depression, bipolar and substance 
issues. 

Israel is survived by his loving 
maternal mother Candy Kidwell; his 
father Louis (Randy) Provencher; 
stepmother, Wendy Provencher; 
the pride and joy in his life, Louis 
Nathaniel Provencher; Alexis 
Provencher (Louis’s mother); 
his supportive sister, Monique 
(Provencher) Kang, Monique’s 
husband Mark Kang and their three 
daughters Hunter, Kaela and Sloan; 
grandparents Harry Provencher and 
Ray and Swanee Visser, along with 
many aunts, uncles and cousins.

Of the many predeceased relatives 
Israel had special relationships with 
his aunt, Roxanne (Provencher) 
Bannister, and grandmother 
Kathrine Wade.

Israel graduated from Vergennes 
Union High School due to another 
special person in his life, Mrs. Lee 
Shorey.

ObituariesADDISON
COUNTY

Israel Provencher, 39, formerly of Vergennes

ISRAEL PROVENCHER

Along life’s journey Israel 
found his niche in the food service 
industry. He worked at Vermont 
Livestock Slaughter & Processing 
LLC, where he would later settle 
into using his cooking skills with 
numerous restaurants in Virginia, 
Vermont and New York.

Israel enjoyed reading and  
conversing (debating) with anyone 

about anything and everything (with 
a chuckle from us who know him). 
Israel had a great smile and a deep 
hardy laugh that you enjoyed. He 
took great pleasure in gardening 
and especially enjoyed growing hot 
peppers. One thing Israel loved to 
do was cook delicious meals for his 
mom when he came to visit. 

Israel took comfort in spending 
time with Louis hiking, fishing and 
being in nature. Israel enjoyed the 
simple things in life and desired a 
content life. Israel always hoped to 
live in a yurt on a small piece of land 
where he could grow a garden with 
crops, raise some animals and settle 
into a place of peace and quiet. He 
did not get to achieve that dream, 
but we are not without hope he may 
have it now or something better in 
heaven. You will be forever missed 
here on earth sweet Izzy.

The family is planning a funeral 
in June 2022.

In his memory please consider 
donating to: mountainside.
com or woundedwarriorproject.
org. To send online condolences 
to his family please visit 
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

FERRISBURGH — Wilhelm 
“Pete” Jerger, age 76, of Ferrisburgh, 
passed away on Dec. 12, 2021, at his 
home.

He was born on Nov. 13, 1945, in 
Burlington, the son of August and 
Berta (Schauble) Jerger.

Pete grew up in Ferrisburgh on 
the family farm with all his brothers 
and sisters. Pete was the youngest 
of six children. He graduated from 
VUHS and attended a trade school 
in Connecticut. He soon settled back 
on the family farm and married his 
sweetheart from Addison, Marjorie 
Scott.  

Wilhelm was known as son, 
brother, uncle, husband, dad, Pop 
Pop, Pete, Helmer, and The Old 
Man. Pete loved the farm and the 
land he grew up on.  He was proud 
of his heritage and all of his family. 
Pete and his entire family farmed 
from the early 1900s, Pete carried 
on this legacy and in his later years 
he worked for several trucking and 
hauling companies. Pete enjoyed 
the camp he built with the lumber 
from the land, and loved being Pop 

BRISTOL — Mary E. Legits 
Ladue, 90, of Bristol, passed away 
Sunday, Dec. 12, 2021, after a long 
illness.

Mary was born in Santa Fe, 
N.M., to John and Nellie Legits on 
May 17, 1931. She married Robert 
Ladue and moved to Vermont in 
the mid-1950s. She was a very 
savvy businesswoman in a time 
when women were not permitted 
banking privileges. She used her 
determination and tenacity to buck 
the odds and had a successful home 
construction and rental business 
until just a few years before her 
death. She enjoyed traveling, 
both domestic and foreign. She 
maintained family and friends in 
Santa Fe, but had become a true 
Vermonter at heart, with lifelong 

friendships here.
Mary is predeceased by four 

brothers and two sisters in 
Santa Fe. She is survived by her 
son, Michael Ladue of Bristol; 
her granddaughter, Athena 
Ladue Ludlum, and her great-
grandchildren, Elena and Eli 
Ludlum, all from St. James City, 
Fla. Mary is also survived by 
her daughter, Linda Ladue and 
granddaughter Burdene Hopps, 
both from Middlebury.

A heartfelt thanks to the owners 
and staff at Ringer’s Home Care 
Inc. for the wonderful, thoughtful 
care Mary received while staying 
there.

Services will be held in May at a 
date to be set at a later time.◊

WILHELM “PETE” JERGER

Wilhelm “Pete” Jerger, 76, of Ferrisburgh

Pop to his granddaughters and great- 
granddaughter.

Pete loved to tinker. You often 
could find him in his garage working 
on his Corvette, three wheelers, 
and fixing up the old tractors on the 
farm to drive in the tractor parade 
in Charlotte. If you stopped by you 

were treated with jovial conversation 
and a beer or two for the duration of 
your visit.

Wilhelm leaves behind his loving 
wife of 55 years, Marjorie Jerger; his 
son Jeffrey Jerger and his wife Pilar; 
his son Bradley Jerger and his wife 
Stacy; his daughter Laurie Jerger; 
and his daughter Cary Davis and 
her husband Sean; granddaughters 
Ashley, Albee and Jade; great-
granddaughter Peyton; and his sisters 
Molly Leonard and Suzie Jerger.

He is predeceased by his parents 
and siblings Alfred, Ruth, and Augie.

Calling hours will be held on 
Tuesday, Dec. 28, from 1 to 2 p.m., 
at Brown-McClay Funeral Home, 
48 South Maple St., Vergennes, 
followed by a memorial service 
at 2 p.m. at the  funeral home. A 
celebration for Pete will be held for 
family in the spring/summer.

To send online condolences 
to his family please visit 
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com. A 
video of the service will be at the 
bottom of the obituary for those who 
can’t attend. ◊

Mary E. Legits Ladue, 90 of Bristol

MARY E LEGITS LADUE

BRISTOL — Rodney Dale 
Conley of Bristol passed away Dec. 
9, 2021, at his home after a hard-
fought, five-year battle with cancer. 
Rod was born July 22, 1944, in 
Barton, Vt. 

After graduating from high 
school, Rod joined the Navy and 
came out as an E5 after 4 years. Rod 
worked at Simmonds Precision/
Goodrich for 38 years, until his 
retirement.

He spent much of his free time 
participating in sports. He played 
broom hockey, was a pitcher in 
softball into his early sixties and 
was a softball umpire until he was 
72. Rod was an avid golfer and 
enjoyed bowling on various leagues 
for 40 years. He was most proud of 
his perfect games, bowling five 300 
games after the age of 68.

He was a charter member of 
the Eagles club in Vergennes 
and member of the Vergennes 

 Rodney Dale Conley, 77, of Bristol

RODNEY DALE CONLEY

American Legion.
He leaves behind his loving 

wife Linda, of 40 years; his two 
adult children, Jason Conley 
(East Braintree, Vt.) and Kerry 

Conley (New Haven, Vt.); two 
older brothers, Royce Conley and 
wife Lillian (Glover, Vt.), and 
Raymond Conley (Glover, Vt.); 
six grandchildren, many nieces 
and nephews, and close friend Jim 
Hines of Bristol.

Visiting hours will be held 
Thursday, Dec. 16, from 5 to 8 p.m., 
at Brown-McClay Funeral Home 
in Bristol. Funeral service will be 
held 11 a.m. on Friday, Dec. 17, 
at Brown-McClay Funeral Home 
in Bristol. Interment will be in 
Greenwood Cemetery in Bristol.

In lieu of flowers please send 
contributions to the American 
Cancer Society, Vermont Affiliate, 
55 Day Lane, Williston, VT 05495.

To send online condolences 
to his family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com. A 
video of the service will be available 
at the bottom of the online obituary 
for those who cannot attend. ◊

JOHN CARL LANGFELDT

MIDDLEBURY — Dr. John 
Carl Langfeldt died early Friday 
morning, Dec. 3, of complications 
related to cancer, two weeks after 
his beloved wife of nearly 50 years, 
Ursula, had also departed. He was 
at his residence at the Eastview 
at Middlebury Retirement 
Community with his children by 
his side, and under the loving care 
of Addison County Home Health 
& Hospice and the MeadowSweet 
nursing team.

John was born on March 9, 1944, 
in the Bronx, N.Y., to Dorothy 
Nagle Langfeldt and Dr. Ray Carl 
Langfeldt, DDS. At the time of 
his birth, his father was stationed 
in England with the U.S. Army 
awaiting the imminent invasion 
of Europe. As an infant John lived 
with his mother and his aunt in 
New York City before heading west 
to McCook, Neb., where his family 
settled after the war’s conclusion. 
Ray opened a dental practice, 
and Dorothy was a homemaker 
and mother to John and his older 
brother and best friend Gene, 
and his two much-loved younger 
sisters, Mari and Cathy. John went 
to St. Patrick Catholic elementary 
school followed by McCook High 
School, where he was student 
council president his senior year 
and lettered on the football team, 
graduating in 1962.

John then attended the University 
of Nebraska, where he earned 
both his undergraduate and dental 
school degree. It was at dental 
school that he made a number of 
lifelong friends, who bestowed 
upon him the nickname “Zeus.”

Upon graduating with his 
Doctorate of Dental Surgery in 
1969, John immediately enlisted in 
the U.S. Navy.  He attended officer 
candidate school at Parris Island, 
S.C., a formative experience which 
earned him commission as a second 
lieutenant before shipping out for 
Okinawa, Japan.  

Returning stateside in 1971, 
John was assigned to Naval Station 
Newport, R.I. Soon after arriving 
a friend of his set him up on a 
blind date with a young nurse who 
would become his lifelong love, 
Ursula Carney.  Following a quick 
courtship and engagement, they 
were married in West Roxbury, 
Mass. in June 1972, and shortly 
thereafter moved to Middlebury, 
Vt.

A devout believer in civic 
duty, John served on a variety of 
boards over the years, including 
as president of the Vermont State 
Dental Society, president of the 
Frog Hollow State Craft Center, as 
a board member of the Eastview 
at Middlebury Retirement 
Community (where later in life 
he and Ursula resided), and as an 
appointee by Governor Douglas to 
the Vermont State Board of Dental 
Examiners, which he chaired. John 

also volunteered for decades at the 
Special Olympics, served on the 
Ilsley Public Library fundraising 
committee, painted the “M” on 
the 50-yard line before every 
Middlebury Union High School 
home football game (even for years 
after his children had graduated), 
donated blood on a monthly basis, 
and was an early and enduring 
proponent of Vermont’s Dr. 
Dynasaur free pediatric dental care 
program. 

John’s sense of humor can 
favorably be described as “unique,” 
and he was never at a loss for 
words or a wisecrack in order to 
elicit a smile and a chuckle from 
a friend, patient, colleague, nurse, 
grandchild or virtually anyone 
within earshot. He delighted in 
making others laugh or at least 
smile. As a dentist Dr. Langfeldt 
was highly respected by peers and 
patients alike, and his office staff 
became like second family to him; 
their tenures measured in decades, 
not years.

If John’s vocation was dentistry, 
his avocation was undoubtedly the 
outdoors and more specifically 
hunting. He spent his adolescence 
stalking the prairies and high plains 
of Nebraska with his father and 
brother.  Upon his arrival in Vermont 
in the early 1970s he transitioned 
easily to eastern partridge, duck, 
and goose hunting with his always 
poorly trained but loyal and 
energetic Brittany Spaniels and 
Labradors. In the Green Mountains 
he also found a new love of deer 
hunting, particularly after joining 
the close-knit and gregarious Camp 
Manhattan. For the rest of his life 
he looked forward to those two 
weeks in November all year long. 
He remained a proud Nebraskan 
and westerner throughout his life, 
but the Green Mountains became 
just as much a part of his DNA 
after a half century in Vermont. 

Family meant everything to John. 
He and Ursula succeeded in raising 

three children, Carl, Evan, and 
Gretchen, to be as close with one 
another as they remained with their 
own treasured siblings. Despite his 
work schedule, their kids cannot 
remember a game that John missed 
throughout many years of athletic 
competition. He was always there, 
cheering loudly from the stands 
or the sidelines, home or away, or 
recording video for the coaches’ 
later use. His children will always 
remember him as a larger-than-life 
personality, generous, optimistic, 
and intelligent, a voracious reader, 
full of wit and laughter, and as a 
dedicated, supportive, and loving 
husband, father, father-in-law, and 
grandfather. His adage of “Happy 
day!” will echo in their ears and 
memories for the rest of their lives.

John was predeceased by his 
beloved wife Ursula Carney 
Langfeldt; his parents, Dr. 
Ray C. Langfeldt and Dorothy 
N. Langfeldt; and his brother 
Gene Langfeldt, sister-in-law 
CarolAnn Langfeldt, and niece 
Jessica Langfeldt Haverkate. 
He is survived by his sons Carl 
(Amanda), Evan (Elizabeth), 
and daughter Gretchen; his 
grandchildren Harper and Rowan 
Langfeldt of Laguna Niguel, Calif., 
and Louisa Langfeldt of Charlotte, 
Vt.  He is also survived by his 
sisters Cathy (Mark), and Mari 
(Bill); and his seventeen nieces and 
nephews; as well as much loved in-
laws, cousins, and so many friends. 
John was one of a kind and will be 
greatly missed.

While heartbroken to lose 
both John and Ursula in quick 
succession, their three children, 
family and friends are comforted 
by the knowledge that they were 
quickly reunited and will be 
celebrating their 50th anniversary 
in one another’s arms this coming 
June.  

There are too many people to 
thank here for their loving help 
and care over these last few years, 
but we would particularly like to 
express our gratitude to the skilled 
caregivers at Porter Medical 
Center, Middlebury Regional 
EMS, Eastview at Middlebury 
Retirement Community, and 
Addison County Home Health & 
Hospice. Throughout his cancer 
journey, Dad never lost his sense 
of humor or quick wit, and we are 
grateful to all of his healthcare 
providers for both tolerating it and 
giving it right back, to his great joy.  

In lieu of flowers the family 
would request donations be made 
in Dr. John C. Langfeldt’s honor 
to Addison County Home Health 
& Hospice (www.achhh.org/
memorial-gifts.html).  A joint 
funeral service for Dr. John and 
Ursula Langfeldt will be held at 
11 a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 15, 2022, 
at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in 
Middlebury.◊

Dr. John Carl Langfeldt, 77, of Middlebury
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16 Creek Road, Middlebury
802-388-6054

M - F  7:15 - 5:30, Sat. 8 - 3 
www.countrysidecarpetandpaint.com 

COLOR OF THE YEAR
& COLOR TRENDS

2022

October Mist
#1495

99 Maple Street, Historic Marble Works, Middlebury, VT 05753
802-388-3241 • Open: Tues-Sat, 10am-4pm

34 MAIN ST., 
SUITE 1

VERGENNES,
VT 05491

(802) 870-7170

 

Hear for the
Holidays 

Do you think you may
have hearing loss?

Find out for sure.
Take our FREE online hearing test.

It takes less than 5 minutes!

To access our free test, take a picture
of this QR code with your phone or

go to homeaudiologyservices.com 
and scroll down to Take Our
Online Hearing Screening.

OPEN  TUESDAY – FRIDAY 7AM-3PM & SATURDAY  7AM-2PM  
51 OSSIE RD.  |   EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-989-7220

Please fi nd the full menu 
on our website at 
OtterEast.com 
E-mail order 
inquiries to 
info@ottereast.com
or Call 802-989-7220 OtterEast.com

Grab a hot breakfast or lunch with 
us in East Middlebury!

Letters to the Editor

More containers must be added to Bottle Bill list

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Men’s Carhartt
Jackets, Vests and Bibs

20% OFF

        802-388-4937 
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Jackets, Vests and BibsJackets, Vests and BibsJackets, Vests and Bibs

Sale ends 12/24/21 
Cannot be combined with 

any other sale or offer 
and while supplies last.

Sale ends 12/24/21 

PLUS All Kids’
Carhartt!

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Closing at 4pm on 12/24 and 12/31. 
Closed 12/25 & 12/26 and 1/1 & 1/2.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Vermont’s popular Bottle Bill 
that places a 5-cent redeemable 
deposit on beer, soda and 
liquor containers has been very 
successful at encouraging people 
to recycle, which in turn has 
decreased litter on our roadways. 
However, the bill hasn’t been 
updated in 50 years — before 
single-use water bottles came on 
the market. Because Vermonters 
are concerned about the damage 
plastic waste is doing to our 
environment and to wildlife, it’s 
time to update the law.

The good news is that the 
Vermont House passed a bill 

(H.175) earlier this year that 
would expand the Bottle Bill 
to cover containers like water 
bottles, sports drinks and wine. 
The bill still needs to be passed by 
the Vermont Senate and signed by 
the governor before becoming law. 
Thankfully, Senator Chris Bray 
of Addison County is not only a 
supporter of the Bottle Bill, but 
the Chair of the Natural Resources 
Committee that will consider this 
proposal at the beginning of the 
upcoming legislative session. 
After the bill passes the Senate it 
will be sent to the governor for 
his signature. Once the updated 

bill becomes law, roadside litter 
will decrease and the money from 
unclaimed deposits will go to 
Vermont’s Clean Water Fund.

Getting the word out in support 
of modernizing the Bottle Bill is 
especially important because big 
companies including the world’s 
biggest plastic polluter, Coca 
Cola, are doing all they can to kill 
the bill. Please consider contacting 
your State Senator (email, phone 
or snail mail) as soon as possible 
and ask him/her to support H.175.

Dottie Nelson
Middlebury

With the announcement of 
Becca Balint’s candidacy to the 
U.S. House along with Molly 
Gray, we now have two strong, 
capable women to choose from 
in our next primary. Perhaps Jill 
Krowinski will also join them. 
Will there also be a serious 
Republican challenger? All 
have championed some worthy 
causes here in Vermont and done 
what they could for some of the 
national issues. However, I have 
yet to see any true leadership on 
the one issue most important to all 
of us, the survival of democracy.

We have witnessed the great 

division that has separated close 
friends and families and seen the 
hatred and fear as one side squares 
off against the other. We are 
frustrated by the inability of our 
elected leaders to work together 
for the good of the country when 
it might give the other party an 
advantage. I could go on but what 
we need is a solution, not more 
whining.

I believe that any solution has to 
start with a reduction of partisan 
politics. The one method that has 
been proven to work in states and 
municipalities where it has been 
implemented is non-partisan, 

Politicians should support open primary process
single ballot primaries. In order 
to advance to the general election 
candidates have to appeal to the 
majority instead of the handful 
of party faithful who show up 
for a primary. Voters are allowed 
to pick and choose the best 
from all parties. No worries of 
crossover voting to sabotage the 
opposition because a vote for a 
weaker candidate is a vote against 
yours. Confi dence in government 
increases. Those advocating for 
term limits will be encouraged to 
note that turnover also increases.

So why haven’t we already 
switched? Many voters fi nd the 
nuts and bolts of democracy to 
be boring and have not made this 
an issue yet. Party leaders tend 
to oppose this change because 
it erodes their own power. This 
is why I will be watching these 
three party leaders in particular to 
see if they have the courage and 
wisdom to tackle this issue. If not, 
perhaps a Republican will step 
up who does. I don’t believe in 
single issue voting but when the 
future of democracy is at stake I 
will use this one to measure each 
candidate’s suitability. I look 
forward to hearing their responses.

Chris Goodrich
Bridport

Cow out standing in Salisbury fi eld will be missed
So many of us in Addison 

County have spent much of our 
lives traveling up and down Route 
7. Its landmarks are something 
that help defi ne a world that 
reassures us that everything is 
in its place and all is as it should 
be. They anchor our reality and 
reassure us that life has some 
predictability. There are few times 
in our history when knowing 
what’s coming next has been so 
uncertain — all things familiar 
give us such comfort, especially in 

days like these. For so many years, 
the lovely pasture in front of 
Maple Meadow Farm in Salisbury 
has been home to a couple of 
beautiful steers, a Guernsey 
named Shy and a Holstein named 
Dribbles. Now, Dribbles is gone.

Our household companion 
animals or beasts of the fi eld 
have a simple need to quietly 
share the earth with us, and to 
lose one, near and dear to us or 
just comfortably familiar, leaves 
us with the absence of their 

expression of the pure joy of 
being alive. Now, sadly, there’s 
a big space on Route 7 that used 
to be fi lled by Dribbles. Dribbles’ 
constant and reassuring presence 
will be terribly missed, most of 
all by his people and his buddy, 
Shy. Condolences to all who are 
sharing this enormous loss.

Dribbles, you will live on in our 
memories and our hearts.

Hilary Hatch
Leicester

Cases on Campus

RUTLAND — U.S. Forest 
Service offi cials in Vermont are 
welcoming the public to select 
and cut a Christmas tree on the 
Green Mountain National Forest 
(GMNF) with the purchase of a $5 
permit. Permits are now available 
for purchase either online (an 
additional $2.50 service fee applies) 
or in-person at our GMNF offi ces 
in Manchester or Rochester, Vt. In 
support of the Every Kid Outdoors 
initiative, this year the Forest Service 
will provide fourth-grade students 
with a free Christmas tree voucher 
by registering at everykidoutdoors.
gov. Fourth-graders who register 
must present a printed voucher to 
redeem a Christmas tree permit. 
Christmas trees for personal use 
may be cut on the GMNF, subject to 
the following conditions:
FEES AND AVAILABILITY

• Permits can be purchased either 
online or in-person at a GMNF 
offi ce.

• Purchasing permits in-person 
can be done by calling one of our 
offi ces located in Manchester, 
Rochester and Rutland, Vt. Due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
please confi rm that our offi ce 
locations are open by making an 
appointment prior to travel. 

• Permit cost is $5 and is non-
refundable. Online permits require 
an additional $2.50 service fee.

• Two permits allowed per 
household per year.

• Trees obtained under the 
Christmas tree permit may not be 
resold.

RULES FOR HARVESTING
• Trees may only be cut within 

designated areas as indicated 
in maps (links available at 
addisonindependent.com). 

• Trees over 20 feet tall are not 
covered by the permit.

• The tree must be cut at a point 
no higher than six inches off the 
ground.

• Permit holders must remove all 
trash and litter resulting from their 
activities. This includes removing 
all woody debris from road surfaces, 
ditches, and culvert openings where 
cutting took place.
PERMIT CONDITIONS

• Permit is not valid in: 
Congress iona l ly -des igna ted 
wilderness areas; active timber sale 
areas; and developed recreation 
sites including campgrounds, 
picnic areas, and day use sites; and 
the following management areas 
as designated by the 2006 Forest 
Plan: Ecological Special Areas, 
Existing and Candidate Research 
Natural Areas, Alpine/subalpine 
Special Areas, and the Robert Frost 
Recreation Special Area (see maps).

• Permit must be attached to the 
tree before transporting it from the 
site where it was cut.
CHRISTMAS TREE CUTTING 
AREA MAPS

Maps of the Rochester-
Middlebury  and Manchester 
cutting areas are available at 
addisonindependent.com or at 
tinyurl.com/GMNF-xmas-tree-
permits.
PLANNING YOUR TRIP

• Before you leave home, be sure 
to measure the space where you 
plan to place the tree in your home 
(height and width) and measure the 
space in or on your vehicle where 
you will be transporting the tree.

• Cell service may be spotty 
or unavailable. Be sure someone 
knows where you are and when to 
expect you back.

• Check the latest weather 

conditions, forest warnings and 
road closures before you leave on 
your trip.

• Bring a map with you. Don’t 
rely on GPS because it may not 
be up to date with Forest Service 
roads. Roads may not be plowed. 
Carry tire chains, shovel(s), and 
a tow chain. Be sure your vehicle 
has a full tank of gas. Bring a spare 
key and give it to someone else in 
your party. Don’t get locked out of 
your car. Park in areas so that traffi c 
can get by safely, and do not block 
gates.

• Dress warmly and take extra 
dry clothes. Expect winter weather, 
including cold temperatures, snow 
and winds.

• Start your day early. Be sure to 
fi nd your tree and leave the woods 
before dark.
HELPFUL CUTTING TIPS

• Carry your tree carefully out of 
the woods. Dragging the tree will 
rub off needles and bark.

• If the tree is too big to transport 
inside of your vehicle, wrap it in 
canvas to prevent wind damage. 

• Once home, cut the bottom of 
the trunk off and place the freshly 
cut trunk in a bucket of water. 
Replenish water. 

• If storing your tree outside for 
a few days before putting it in the 
house, keep it in an area protected 
from the wind, such as the north or 
east side of your house or under a 
shaded tree.

• Choose a tree from a dense 
forested area, which will give the 
remaining trees more space to grow.

• Cut the leftover branches from 
the stump and scatter them.
FOREST SERVICE OFFICES 

Rutland, Forest Supervisor’s 
Offi ce,  802-747-6700. 

Manchester Ranger Station, 2538 
Depot Street, Manchester Center,  
802-362-2307.

Rochester Ranger Station, 99 
Ranger Road, Rochester, 802-767-
4261.

What you say you’ve been 
waiting for.

A break from studying. 
A reprieve from your exams. 
An excuse from fi nishing 

your term papers. To go home. 
But not this early.
All you’ve come to know
canceled. Postponed. 

Rescheduled. 

So many ways to say you’ll have 
to 

keep things to yourself. 

For a while. 
Who knows how long? 

Not demonstrate it, now,
to an on-line professor. 
Not pull a week of all-nighters. 
Not ask your roommate, 

who’s already left for the airport, 
to be your proofreader.
Which you’ll have to do 
for yourself —

the last man out on your fl oor
this semester. Or woman.

Pronouns being what they are.
The history of which you 

studied.

Before there was a test for it.
Before you had to decide how
you wanted to be designated.
How you wanted to answer

the question. Think on it.
Before anyone tested positive.
Before you had to pack your 

room
of holiday suitcases.

— Gary Margolis

Forest service offering Xmas tree permits

Letters can 
be found on 

Pages 4A,5A, 
and 8A.
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 SNOWBOWL RIKERT 
ADULT (19-69) $529 $185
ALUM $479 $166.50
FAMILY ---- $360 
JUNIOR $410 $99
YOUTH $169 $99
SENIOR 70+ $179 $125 (62+)  
MIDD FAC/STAFF $329 $138.75
MIDD STUDENT $99 $75
UPHILL $50 ----
SH. PARENT/GUARD. $559 ----

MIDDLEBURYSNOWBOWL.COM

RIKERT.COM

2021

More than 30 merchants participated in this 
year’s Midd Night Stroll, organized by the 
Better Middlebury Partnership on Dec. 2, 9 
and 16. Retailers were particularly busy on 
Dec. 9 as, shown here, throngs of people 
came to downtown Middlebury for treats 
and warming fi res in Triangle Park, a festively 
lighted waterfall and great deals in all the 
stores. Many merchants reported heavy 
sales, but said they would be prepared 
for the last Midd Night Stroll of the season 
tonight — Dec. 16. Stores are open until 8 
p.m. Happy Holidays!

Photos by 
Jason Duquette-Hoff man
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Farm-raised Renewable Natural Gas.
Achieving your sustainability goals is easy with RNG. 
Learn more at vgsvt.com/RNG.

www.raymondrenovationvt.com • 802-388-0742 • Middlebury
FULLY INSURED

President for Student Affairs Smita 
Ruzicka and Provost Jeff Cason in 
a Dec. 9 memo.

“With more than 99 percent 
of students fully vaccinated 
and many already receiving 
booster doses, the risk of adverse 
health outcomes from the Delta 
variant is low,” they wrote. But 
“rising student cases that require 
isolation, ongoing transmission, 
and the few days remaining in the 
semester warrant the change to 
remote instruction.”

The last day of exams at the 
college is Dec. 19.
COVID SPIKE

Middlebury College has logged 
more than 80 COVID cases this 
semester, compared with six in the 
fall of 2020 and 14 in the spring of 
2021. Unlike last year, however, 
the college has not required 
ongoing testing throughout the 
fall 2021 semester.

News of the spike on campus 
coincided with a recent spike in 
cases locally and statewide.

In the first two weeks of 
December Addison County logged 
395 positive cases, which is more 
than 17% of the total number of 
cases (2,245) since the pandemic 
began, according to Dec. 14 data 
from the Vermont Department of 
Health.

Vermont has more than doubled 
its total cases in less than six 
months.

The college received word of 
the 34 positive cases on Thursday 
between 5 and 5:30 p.m., just 
as the Midd Night Stroll, an 
evening holiday shopping event 
in downtown Middlebury, was 
getting under way. The college had 
purchased $56,000 in Middlebury 
Money ahead of the event, to help 
local businesses. Hundreds of 
students, who had each received 
$20 of Middlebury Money to 
spend at Middlebury businesses, 
thronged the streets Thursday 
night, in addition to a good crowd 
of local residents.

Earlier on Thursday, before 
the test results were received, 
student organizers had sent out 
a message encouraging students 

to be vigilant about COVID-19 
protocols during the Midd Night 
Stroll, including wearing face 
coverings and observing social 
distancing, college spokesperson 
Sarah Ray told the Independent. 

The college is conducting 
contact tracing, officials said, and 
anyone determined to be a close 
contact is being notified. Many of 
the new campus cases appear to be 
connected, occurring in clusters 
among people who socialize 
together, they said.

Additional testing for students 
will be available at the Virtue 
Field House through Dec. 16, 
and employees may get tested 
at state-run sites or pharmacies, 
or through their own healthcare 
providers.

In response to the recent spike 
in COVID infections, the Vermont 
Department of Health provided an 
additional 1,000 COVID tests in 
the town of Middlebury this past 
week. 

Last week state regulators 
required health insurance 
companies working in Vermont 
to pay for home testing kits for 
COVID-19.
STUDENT CASES

Middlebury College students 
who have recently tested 
positive for COVID-19 have 
moved into isolation housing 
on campus or, in a few cases, at 
off-campus locations, Ray told the 
Independent Tuesday. If needed, 
the college has additional off-
campus isolation housing.

Students who test positive will 
remain in isolation housing until 
they’re cleared by Health Services 
to depart campus for winter break.

On Monday college officials 
reported that “students 
with COVID-19 have been 
experiencing mild symptoms with 
many having complete resolution 
in a few days.”

The college has instructed 
symptomatic students waiting 
for test results to stay on campus 
until they’ve received a negative 
test result, unless they can drive 
themselves directly to a safe 
location and isolate.

As of Tuesday morning, the 

college was not anticipating 
that any students who’ve tested 
positive for the disease will be 
staying in isolation housing 
beyond the end of the semester.

In any event, “we will meet the 
needs of any student requiring 
isolation on campus past the end 
of the semester if that is required,” 
Ray said.

By Tuesday over half of the 
roughly 2,800 students had left 
town.

The college has created 
a webpage (tinyurl.com/
MiddCovid) with detailed 
instructions for members of the 
campus community who have 
been exposed, are symptomatic, 
or have tested positive for 
COVID-19.

“We know this is a lot to 
process on the last day of fall 
classes and as students prepare 
for final examinations,” wrote 
Peluso and Ruzicka in a Dec. 10 
campus memo. “We appreciate 
your patience, flexibility, and 
understanding as we manage 
these changes and look forward 
to working with you to make this 
transition as smooth as possible.”
WINTER TERM

Middlebury has every 
expectation that winter term, 
which begins Jan. 6, will be held 
in-person, Ray said Tuesday.

The college will require both 
prearrival and arrival testing for 
COVID-19, and students will be 
required to show proof of their 
prearrival testing.

They, along with college 
employees, will also be required 
to get booster vaccinations by Feb. 
14, unless they have an approved 
medical or religious exemption.

Further details about winter 
term are forthcoming, Ray said.

Middlebury College posts 
COVID-19 updates on its website 
at tinyurl.com/MiddUpdates.

Active case data is reported 
Monday through Friday on the 
COVID-19 Reporting Dashboard, 
which can be found at tinyurl.
com/MiddDash.

Reach Christopher 
Ross at christopherr@
addisonindependent.com.

TRIANGLE PARK IN downtown Middlebury buzzes with a mix of local residents and college students 
during the Midd Night Stroll on Thursday, Dec. 9. Middlebury College gave each of its students $20 in 
Middlebury Money to spend during the evening holiday shopping promotion, but as the event got under 
way the college learned that 34 students had tested positive for COVID-19.

Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

COVID surge
(Continued from Page 1A)

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street
    802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Open
7 days

40lb Heron Black 
Oil Sunflower Seed*
 $23.99

High Energy - $10.99
Mixed Flavor and 

Woodpecker Blend - $12.99

Suet Plus 10pks* 

*Sale ends 12/31/21
While Supplies Last

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Closing at 4pm on 12/24 and 12/31. 
Closed 12/25 & 12/26 and 1/1 & 1/2. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!

according to Rotary member 
Roth “T” Tall. And the group is 
making it a matching donation. 
So the final contribution could 
become $20,000, if contributors 

chip in $10,000 of their own. 
Please send your check by Dec. 
31 to the Middlebury Rotary 
Club, P.O. Box 46, Middlebury, 
VT 05753. Also, check out 
middleburyrotary.org.

Covering your home with 
festive decorations is a lot of 
fun during the holiday season, 
but it can also create a great 
deal of waste, note the folks at 
the Addison County Solid Waste 
Management District. According 
to a 2019 Stanford University 
Study, Americans produce a 
staggering 25% more waste 
during the holidays, which results 
in an additional million tons of 
landfill each week. Single-use 
decorations contribute much of 
this waste, according to the trash 
district. So instead of going out 
and buying plastic tinsel and 
ornaments, district officials ask 
that you consider making your 
own decorations — such as 
popcorn and cranberries strung on 
threat or yarn for a classic look. 
Reuse old plastic ornaments on 
your tree or make biodegradable 
ornaments by baking applesauce 
and cinnamon cookies — which 
exude a great fragrance and 
can be composted later. Email 
colin@acswmd.org to receive 
an ornament cookie recipe, or 
to share any tips you have on 
reducing waste during this festive 
time of year.

In addition to the items in 
our community calendar on 
Page 6B, we have found out 
about a couple more Bristol 
Recreation Department holiday 
events coming up. The first is 
“Light Up Bristol” this week. 
Be a part of a town-wide light 
tour and show off your holiday 
lights and decorations. Contact 
the Recreation Department at 
recreation@bristolvt.org to be 
added to the route. The map 
of all participating houses will 
be available to the public on 

Dec. 17. Also, Saint Nick will be 
on hand for “Story Time with 
Santa” on Thursday, Dec. 23. 
Join in the fun at Holley Hall 
with the Lawrence Memorial 
Library and a special guest — 
Santa Claus! Story time starts at 
10:30 a.m.

Lincoln’s Take It Or Leave It 
Farm Stand may be put to bed for 
the winter, but the desire to assist 
those in need in the community is 
still strong. Owners of the Lincoln 
General Store recently pitched 
the idea of hunters sharing their 
bounty of venison with folks who 
may be struggling to afford the 
high price of meat right now. If 
you were one of the fortunate ones 
who got a deer (or two) this fall, 
and you’re able to share some of 
it with the community, the Lincoln 
United Church at 23 Quaker St. 
would like to hear from you. 
The church has a chest freezer to 
store venison. Your meat should 
be labeled — burger, steak, stew 
meat, whatever — and dated. Drop 
it off at the church any weekday 
morning between 9 a.m. and 
noon. If anyone needs some meat, 
they can come during those same 
hours. The goal is to get the meat 
into the hands of those who need 
it, but might also be too proud to 
ask. So if you have someone in 
mind, please come on their behalf. 
If you have any questions, please 
call the church office mornings at 
453-4280.

The Better Middlebury 
Partnership is thanking 
Middlebury College for 
purchasing $56,000 in 
Middlebury Money that the 
institution distributed to 
students to spend at local 
businesses during the holidays. 
This was a much-appreciated 
investment in local businesses 
that have experienced tough 
times lately, contending with 
disruption from the downtown 
tunnel project and COVID.

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)
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MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police cited Noah Blaisdell, 20, 
of Rutland for violation of a no-
trespass order and driving with a 
suspended license, in the North 
Pleasant Street area on Dec. 10.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Investigated a report of an 
aggressive driver on Route 30 on 
Dec. 6.

• Assisted a person who had 
received an unwanted message 
through the TikTok app on Dec. 6.

• Assisted Middlebury College 
officials with a student who was 
experiencing a mental health crisis 
on Dec. 6.

• Notified Green Mountain 
Power after reports of a loud noise 
and the loss of electricity in the 
Benedict Lane area on Dec. 6.

• Assisted a woman who got 
locked out of her Dwire Circle 
home on Dec. 7.

• Responded to a report of 
screaming at a Court Street home 
on Dec. 7. Police said it turned 
out to be a child who was upset at 
having to go to bed.

• Assisted Vermont State Police 
with a domestic disturbance call on 
Smead Road in Salisbury on Dec. 
8.

• Brought an incapacitated 
woman to Porter Hospital after 
she had allegedly become abusive 

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Vermont State Police made an arrest 
after being called to a Ferson Road 
home in Leicester on Dec. 11 shortly 
before 6 p.m. to investigate a report 
of a violation of an abuse-prevention 
order. 

Troopers said they discovered 
that Donald E. Durkee, 74, of 
Leicester drove to the residence with 
the intention of causing suffering 
to a vulnerable adult. Police also 
allege that by being at the home 
Durkee was violating an active 
abuse-prevention order. Troopers 
said they also discovered that he 
had prevented someone from calling 
emergency services.  

Durkee was taken to the New 
Haven state police barracks and 
cited for three counts — violation of 
an abuse prevention order, abuse of a 
vulnerable adult, and interfering with 
access to emergency services. He 
was then jailed at the Marble Valley 
Regional Correctional Facility with 
bail set at $5,000.

Separately, a trooper issued a 
driving-under-the-influence citation 
after noticing a motor vehicle 
violation on Route 30 in Cornwall 
at around 6:45 p.m. on Dec. 13 and 
pulling the car over. 

The trooper spoke with the driver, 
identified as Jennifer E. Call, 44, of 
Whitehall, N,Y., and noted signs of 
impairment. Call was screened for 
driving under the influence of drugs 
and then arrested and taken to the 
Middlebury Police Department, 
where she was processed and cited 
for DUI, drugs.

Troopers were assisted on scene 
by Middlebury police.

Meanwhile, the Vermont State 
Police have launched an intensive 
recruiting effort for the month of 
December as it seeks to fill multiple 
upcoming classes at the Vermont 
Police Academy, bring new troopers 
on board to fill vacancies, and 
expand the ranks of the state’s largest 
law-enforcement agency.

“We want people to know: We’re 
hiring,” said Col. Matthew T. 
Birmingham, director of the Vermont 
State Police. “We have a reputation 
nationwide and across Vermont for 
professionalism, exacting standards 
and a modern, innovative approach 
to policing. There is no better time 
for people who are considering 
a career in law enforcement, or 
who are already working as police 
officers, to apply to join the Vermont 
State Police.”

As with law-enforcement 
agencies across the country, VSP 
is experiencing a staffing shortage. 
The state police have an authorized 
strength of about 330 sworn 
personnel across 10 barracks and its 
Waterbury headquarters. In addition 
to normal attrition and retirements, 
the state police saw applications dip 
considerably over the past two years.

State police commanders 
emphasize that there is no shortage 
in shift coverage, with each shift 
fully staffed through regular duty 
assignments and overtime. But 
adding new troopers remains a key 
priority for the Vermont State Police, 
to ensure the agency is well-staffed 
into the future.

Staff Operations Commander 
Capt. Teresa Randall noted that 
VSP is open to people from all 
backgrounds. She noted, for example, 
that earlier this year the state police 
became the first state police agency 
in the country to sign on to the 30 x 
30 Pledge — a commitment to have 
women make up at least 30 percent 
of police recruit classes by 2030.

“A desire to make a difference 
is more important than a specific 
degree or previous law-enforcement 
experience,” Capt. Randall said. 

Rutland man cited on violations

at been denied the purchase of 
more alcohol from a Court Street 
business on Dec. 8.

• Served a no-trespass order on 
Dec. 8 on a person who wasn’t 
wanted at a local business on Dec. 
8.

• Dealt with truancy reports at 
Middlebury Union High School on 
Dec. 8.

• Investigated a report of 
gunshots but found nothing amiss  
in the South Village Green area on 
Dec. 8.

• Investigated a fraud report at 
the National Bank of Middlebury 
on Exchange Street on Dec. 8.

• Served court diversion 
paperwork on a minor who had 
been in possession on tobacco at 
MUHS campus on Dec. 8.

• Ticketed vehicles in violation 
of the town’s winter parking ban on 
Main Street and Merchants Row on 
Dec. 9.

• Received a report about an 
allegedly rabid skunk threatening 
to attack a dog in Otterside Court 
on Dec. 9.

• Ticketed vehicles that were 

Vermont State Police Log

Police Log
Middlebury

violating the town’s winter parking 
ban on Main Street and Merchants 
Row on Dec. 9.

• Assisted Porter Hospital 
officials on Dec. 9 with a patient 
who had left the premises prior 
to the arrival of mental health 
counselors.

• Assisted a driver who had 
veered off Route 30 in Cornwall on 
Dec. 9.

• Investigated a suspicious 
vehicle parked on Morse Road on 
Dec. 10.

• Calmed a family fight in the 
East Main Street area on Dec. 12.

• Investigated a domestic 
dispute at a Court Street residence 
on Dec. 12.

• Investigated a report of a man 
refusing to leave a Court Street 
apartment on Dec. 12. Police 
prevailed upon the man to leave 
and warned him about consuming 
alcohol.

• Helped a person who had lost 
a wallet in the Merchants Row area 
on Dec. 12.

• Responded to a trespassing 
complaint at a Court Square 
business on Dec. 12.

• Fielded a complaint about 
barking dogs at a North Pleasant 
Street residence on Dec. 12.

• Cleared a tree that had been 
blocking Quarry Road at around 1 
a.m. on Dec. 12.
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Keep the news coming!Keep the news coming!

This informational campaign is organized and paid for 
by the MAUSD Community Engagement Committee

In an ongoing eff ort to keep the Five Town 
community informed, the Community Engagement 
Committ ee of the Board of the Mount Abraham 
Unifi ed School District (MAUSD) conti nues our 
series to help provide a framework for outreach, 
input and further understanding. 

SUPPORTING STUDENTS’ SOCIAL — EMOTIONAL 
AND BEHAVIORAL NEEDS:  The MAUSD School 
Board is grateful to all of our staff  and administrators 
who have been working ti relessly to ensure our 
students are learning in a respectf ul, positi ve and safe 
environment.  The events that unfolded at Mt. Abe 
during the week of November 29 are refl ecti ve of the 
needs, concerns, and stressors that exist throughout 
our District and our community.

The Board echoes the statements made by our 
administrati on that there will be no tolerance for 
disrespect, hate speech, inappropriate language, 
violence of any kind, or other behaviors that are not 
appropriate for schools.  In additi on, students who are 
not capable of meeti ng these expectati ons will receive 
appropriate consequences.  Last year, Mt. Abraham 
started on a journey to create a more inclusive, 
welcoming, and accepti ng place for all students.  
Symbolic of this work was the raising of the Black 
Lives Matt er fl ag.  This was a student-led initi ati ve that 
was given support by the school’s governing body, 
Community Council, school and district leadership, as 
well as the MAUSD School Board.  

The School Board will conti nue to ask our 
administrators for updates on the work to provide 
social, emoti onal and behavioral support to our 
students, including eff orts to eradicate racism and 
other biases in our schools.  The Board will also 
support any additi onal resources, supports and 
further training that are deemed necessary to 
evaluate and improve school policies and procedures 
around safety, school climate, equity and inclusion. 

We invite and encourage our enti re fi ve-town 
community to support staff  and administrators as 
we work to rebuild trust and a sense of safety and 
belonging for all of our students.  

COMMUNITY INPUT INTO BUDGET
DEVELOPMENT PROCESS:
As we develop the budget for next school year, the 
School Board is seeking valuable input from our 
community on what should be our budget prioriti es 
for the 2022-2023 School Year.  Especially considering 
the many challenges our schools have faced since the 
onset of the pandemic, it is criti cal that we consider 
how best to allocate resources in our District.  

We are using Thought Exchange, a tool that will 
allow us to gather input from all of the stakeholders 
in our community: staff , students, family members, 
and community members.  One of the advantages of 
this tool is that it gives parti cipants the opportunity 
to respond to each other’s ideas.  Please share 
your thoughts to help inform our work around 
developing the budget in this Thoughtexchange
[htt ps://tejoin.com/scroll/521932652]  between 
December 13-18.  Aft er adding your thoughts, visit it 
a few ti mes to see and rate new thoughts that have 
been added.  The more people that parti cipate, the 
more valuable this input will be. If you are unable to 
parti cipate in the Thought Exchange, you can send 
your thoughts about how best to allocate resources 
by sending an email to Board chair, Dawn Griswold, 
at dawn.griswold@mausd.org.

The School Board will review the data from this 
Thought Exchange at our Board meeti ng on 
Monday, December 20 at 6:00pm as we conti nue 
to work through the budget development process.   

In additi on, the Board will be hosti ng a Virtual 
Community Budget Meeti ng on Wednesday, January 
12th at 7:00pm.  At this meeti ng, we will review 
the proposed budget, describe how it aligns with 
Board and community prioriti es, and provide an 
opportunity for you to ask questi ons and share 
additi onal informati on.  The ti mes and Zoom links 
for these, and all School Board meeti ngs, can be 
found on the MAUSD website [mausd.org] in the 
School Board secti on.

ESSER FUNDS/COMMUNITY INPUT:
The Elementary and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief (ESSER) Fund is a federal formula grant 
managed by the Vermont Agency of Educati on 
(AOE). Non-recurring, emergency aid subgrants are 
being allocated to School Districts. Funds are broken 
down into three parts: ESSER I, ESSER II, and ESSER 
III. These grants are considered one-ti me funds.  

MAUSD received $317,000 in ESSER I funds and 
applied those to ensure the safe opening and 
operati on of schools in 2020-2021, which included 
purchasing saniti zing equipment, plexiglass, and 
technology to provide remote access to learning. 
MAUSD received $1,302,747 in ESSER II funds which 
were used to strengthen social and emoti onal 
supports for students and families (including the 
hiring of a school social worker and a guidance 
counselor), bolstering academic supports for 
students (including increased home to school liaison 
support, extended school day support, expanding 
kindergarten camps, increased fl exibility in special 
educati on, professional development, curriculum 
work, IT hardware and soft ware), and creati ng 
healthier spaces in which to learn (improved HVAC 
systems, improved seati ng, improved sanitati on). 
MAUSD will receive approximately $2.9 million in 
ESSER III funds.  A major requirement of the spending 
of these funds is that Districts solicit public feedback 
into a plan built by our administrati ve team.  This 
plan, currently being draft ed, has been informed by 
feedback obtained from building principals, teachers 
and staff .  Once the draft  is ready to be viewed, it 
will be shared with the community for additi onal 
feedback and input.  The Board and administrati ve 
team are committ ed to using these funds for the 
recovery and ongoing support of our students.

MAUSD/ANWSD MERGER STUDY COMMITTEE:  
The purpose of this committ ee is to analyze whether 
a merger of the MAUSD and the ANWSD would 
be advantageous to each District.  The committ ee
will seek feedback from each school board before 
making that decision.  The MAUSD school board will 
consider the recommendati ons of the committ ee in 
the context of what is best for the students of our 
District, and will ask for community input into any 
recommendati on. If the committ ee recommends 
a merger, and the recommendati on is endorsed by 
the Agency of Educati on, there will be a required, 
co-mingled vote in each district. The committ ee has 
extended its ti meline and there will not be a vote on 
a possible merger before Electi on Day in November 
of 2022.  If there is a vote, and either district votes 
no, the recommendati on would go no further.  The 
merger study committ ee heard a presentati on on a 
Transportati on Analysis at its November meeti ng.  
The presentati on, along with minutes from that 
meeti ng, can be found on the MAUSD website.

The locati on, Zoom informati on, agendas and 
minutes of all Board meeti ngs and committ ee 
meeti ngs can be found at www.mausd.org in the 
School Board secti on.  Recordings of meeti ngs 
can be found at NEAT TV in the Video on Demand 
secti on: neatbristol.com.  Please reach out to Board 
Chair Dawn Griswold at dawn.griswold@mausd.org 
with any questi ons or concerns.
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Middlebury Farmers’ MarketMiddlebury Farmers’ Market
Discover New Holiday Items Every Week!

Saturdays  9am-12:30 pm
Nov 27; Dec 4, 11, 18, plus Friday Dec 24th

VFW on Exchange St. in Middlebury

Dozens of vendors selling:Dozens of vendors selling:
Farm Fresh Produce • Jams & Jellies 

Maple Syrup • Baked Goods • Honey • Masks
Meats • Handcrafted Knit Wear • Wooden items

Cards • Bags • Soaps • Ornaments • Wreaths
Holiday Decorations and much more....

PLUS special holiday activities, including gift wrapping, 
raffles, and activities for children of all ages!

 
inside the market

Masks required

 

SomaworkSomaworkss    ••    MiddleburMiddleburyy,,  VT VT 
802-388-3362 802-388-3362 

  Wellness        
    Directory

Want to 
advertise within 
this directory?

Contact Sydney for information:  
sydneys@addisonindependent.com  

or call 802-388-4944

Georgia Dune CMT, LE 
DuneSpavt@gmail.com

802-377-2507
DuneSpaVT.com

DuneSpa

Exceptional Bodywork
and Skin Care

Practitioner  Practitioner  
of the Weekof the Week

Georgia Dune,
 Licensed Esthetician 
Massage Therapist

Reflexologist

Georgia Dune is the owner 
and sole practitioner of 
DuneSpa in Middlebury. 
She has been a dedicated 
bodyworker since 2005 and 
she opened DuneSpa in 
2020. Her peaceful space 
is located in between Otter 
Creek Used Books and Otter 
Creek Yoga in Marble Works 
and all sessions and services 
are by appointment only. 
Her passion is to help people 
have less pain, not only the 
day of and after their sessions, but every day. 
The bodywork she offers; cupping and foot 
massage is deeply relaxing and makes lasting 
changes in the whole body. 

Georgia has been a Licensed Esthetician since 
2018. Body waxing and brow design are her 
current specialties and she may resume facials 
once the pandemic is over. View her DuneSpa 
Google Listing to see her brow work and read 
customer reviews.

Visit Dunespavt.com to see her full menu of 
services and client testimonials. 
Follow DuneSpa at: Facebook.com/dunespavt
Instagram.com/dunespavt

Contact Georgia at:
Dunespavt@gmail.com
802-377-2507

OtterCreekBakery.com

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371

Gift Certifi cate Special! 
Purchase $25, and we’ll give you 

one for $5 free.
O� er ends 12/31

OPEN TUES & WED., 7AM-3PM, THURS-SAT 7AM-4:30

Please fi nd the full menu 
on our website at 
OtterCreekBakery.com.
Email us at
info@ottercreekbakery.com
or call 802-388-3371

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Carhartt
Accessories

including Gloves, Socks,
Hats, Belts, Wallets, Bags

and Footwear
Buy 1 get 

2nd 50% off!
Discounted item must be equal 
or lesser value. Mix and Match!

Fatwood Fire 
Starters 1.5lb Box 

$4.99 each!

        802-388-4937 
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Sale ends 12/24/21
in stock merchandise only.

Sale ends 12/31/21 while supplies last.

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Closing at 4pm on 12/24 and 12/31. 
Closed 12/25 & 12/26 and 1/1 & 1/2. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!

including installing tile drainage, 
injecting manure to improve 
productivity of farm fields, and 
using holding pits to store manure.

James Foley Jr., the Middlebury 
attorney representing Vorsteveld, 
said experts and witnesses on both 
sides will tell different stories 
during the three-day trial. 

“You’re going to see the 
Vorstevelds painted by the plaintiff 
as these rogue knuckleheads who 
will fight with every municipality, 
cutting down everything they can, 
digging up the ground for no good 
reason and polluting the hell out of 
Lake Champlain and the Hoppers’ 
home,” Foley said.

“And then you’re going to hear 
from neighbors, consultants, UVM 
Extension, the Agency of Ag 
inspectors, that these are people 
who are on the leading edge of 
farming practices, creating and 
helping people study best farming 
practices. They are on the leading 
edge of reducing the phosphorus 
that’s going into Lake Champlain.”

Foley also represents other 
large farms, and said other clients 
are concerned that a loss in this 
case could eventually result in 
expensive changes in the state 
regulations that govern them. 

“They are all uncomfortable 
with the angle that the Hoppers are 
taking, the fear being that if one 
(farm) falls, they write a whole 
new chapter in dairy farming in 
Vermont,” he said.

The court proceeding is 
scheduled to run Dec. 15-17, 
with Judge Mary Miles Teachout 
presiding. Foley doesn’t expect a 
ruling for three to six months. 

Aerie Point includes 140 acres 
and three homes owned by part-
time Panton residents Vicki and 
Dennis Hopper, as well as their 
daughter, Annie Hopper, and her 
husband, Sean Willerford. 

Annie Hopper and Willerford 
live there and run a small farm 
that according to court documents 
“raises livestock and poultry for 
commercial sale (and) also sells 
other agricultural products, such as 

eggs.”
The Hoppers’ lakefront land is 

downslope from two dairy farms 
purchased by Vorsteveld in 2013. 
Since then, the Vorsteveld brothers, 
who own more than 2,400 acres 
and 2,600 cows and heifers in 
Ferrisburgh and Panton, have 
made changes on those properties. 
Foley said they were made with the 
supervision and permission of the 
Vermont Agency of Agriculture.

Both sides agree property 
owners on lower ground have basic 
rights. As stated in the plaintiffs’ 
Dec. 10 Trial Memorandum, filed 
by plaintiffs’ attorney Robert E. 
Woolmington of Woolmington, 
Campbell, Bent & Stasny, P.C., of 
Manchester Center: 

“The owner of downslope 
property has the right to be free 
from actions by upslope owners 
that change the flow of water in a 
manner that interferes with use and 
enjoyment of the lower property.”

The trial memorandum states the 
Hoppers are not seeking money, 
but rather court-ordered changes in 
farming practices, including stopping 
damaging surges of polluted water 
from Vorsteveld land:

“Plaintiff seeks an injunction that 
will, if complied with, substantially 
mitigate the ongoing damage to its 
property.”

The injunctive relief the plaintiffs 
seek includes that the farm 
substitute hay or legumes for corn 
as the crops on all fields draining 
to Aerie Point; add “vegetative 
buffers;” improve “manure 
application to assure that manure 
is properly injected into the soil, 
and not left on the surface;” and 
propose and pay for a three-year 
water-quality monitoring program.
PLAINTIFFS’ CASE

The plaintiffs’ Trial 
Memorandum, alleges, in part, that 
the Vorsteveld Farm has “altered 
the volume, route, duration, 
velocity, and quality of water 
flowing onto (Hopper) property — 
and thence into Lake Champlain.”

Court documents point to tile 
drainage systems installed on the 
farm fields.

Those are underground networks 
of tubes connected to drainage 
mains, and then to roadside ditches. 
They are designed in particular 
to combat seasonally high water 
tables typical of Addison County’s 
clay fields. The Vorstevelds planted 
corn on most the fields, which were 
previously hay or meadow.

The trial memorandum alleges 
the “massive pipe network” 
routes water toward the Hoppers’ 
property, and faults Vorsteveld’s 
“systematic removal of vegetation, 
excavation of a wetland, regrading 
and consolidation of fields, 
mishandling of manure, and other 
changes in land management.”

Those changes include 
“intensive corn cultivation while 

failing to effectively establish the 
cover crops necessary to prevent 
erosion.”

According to court documents, 
the entirety of Vorsteveld Farm 
LLC annually handles about 15 
million gallons of manure, storing 
and then injecting it as fertilizer 
into its fields.

The plaintiffs claim the tile 
drainage system has increased the 
flow not only of water, but also 
of manure and bacteria onto their 
property and into the lake.

The result, according to court 
documents, is the Champlain 
shoreline “has become increasingly 
clotted with green algae every 
summer since the drainage pipes 
were installed and the vegetation 
removal was 
a c c o m p l i s h e d . 
It is becoming 
increasingly difficult 
to access the lake 
from the shoreline 
on Aerie Point due 
to the growing 
a c c u m u l a t i o n s 
of silt, muck and 
algae.” 

The documents 
allege that water 
coming onto Hopper 
land contains high 
concentrations of 
nitrate, phosphorus, 
total suspended 
solids and other 
pollutants.

The plaintiffs’ 
attorneys promised 
to produce witnesses 
to testify to increases 
in algae blooms 
and sedimentary 
deposits in the lake, 
water flows off the 
farm property, and 
odors and insects 
from manure pits. 
The plaintiffs will 
offer photos and 
videos of algae 
blooms and runoff.

The plaintiffs also 
plan to rely on the testimony of 
Harold van Es, Ph.D., Professor 
of Soil and Water Management 
at Cornell University, to bolster 
the scientific claims of their case 
against Vorsteveld and to dispute 
the findings of the defendant’s 
expert witness, Joshua Faulkner, 
Ph.D., a UVM assistant professor 
who works with the UVM 
Extension Program. 
ATTORNEY RESPONDS

Foley said a pre-lawsuit effort to 
mediate an agreement failed, and 
he disputed the Hoppers’ claims.

Foley said he relied for technical 
knowledge about tile drainage and 
manure injection on Faulkner and 
other UVM Extension and Agency 
of Agriculture experts.

Before this case arose, Faulkner 
was already studying the effect of 
tile drainage and how it entwines 
with manure spreading, using 
Vorsteveld Farms LLC and Arnold 
Bay Road in his fieldwork, Foley 
said. He said Faulkner will testify 
tile draining systems remove the 
same amount of rain and surface 
water, but at a more measured pace. 

“He’s made clear to me … that 
the science is pretty clear with 
Addison County clay,” Foley said. 

“You’re not going to get more 
water than what falls out of the 
sky. You’re not going to get water 
running faster than what you’re 
normally going to get off the top of 
land. What you’re going to get is a 
longer duration of water flow. It’s 
going to take the water out of the 
soil, but it dampens the highs and 
the lows.”

In fact, Foley said the Hoppers 
“should be grateful” for the 
Vorstevelds’ tile drain installation. 

“Without the tile it’s just going 
to run off the surface. And you’re 
going to get surface erosion, and 
you’re going to get surface manure 
pulled over into the ditches along 
the road and going out into the 
culverts,” he said.

As for the 
relationship of tile 
drains and manure 
injection, Foley said 
manure is injected 
about six inches 
into the soil, while 
the drainage system 
is about three feet 
down. And injecting 
manure means less 
surface runoff. 

“The more contact 
manure has with 
soil, the better it gets 
absorbed by the soil 
and gets absorbed 
by the plants,” Foley 
said. “The odds of 
this actually reaching 
the drain tile in a 
quantity that is more 
significant than 
was washed off the 
surface before the 
drain tile went in is 
extremely unlikely.”

As far as algae 
blooms and sediment 
washing into and 
discoloring the lake, 
Foley said those 
historically have 
been problems before 
2013, something he 
and witnesses can 

document. He added with climate 
change, there are more storms 
with heavy rain bursts, such as 
the Halloween storm the county 
experienced that washed out part 
of Route 125 in Addison. 

“If you look at any of the photos, 
any of the videos they’re going 
to introduce, you can tie them to 
unusual rain events,” he said. 

The issue of removing vegetation 
and earth is more complex. Foley 
acknowledged the removal of 
vegetation could lead to increased 
water flow. But he said experts told 
him the new corn and cover crops 
would reduce flow. 

In essence, Foley said the experts 
believe the new crops counter the 
effect of removing the vegetation, 
but that “it’s impossible to study 
… whether it’s equal to, greater 
than of less than the amount from 
the shrugs and vegetation that were 
taken out.”

He summarized: The Vorstevelds 
“have been on the leading edge 
of tile work, the leading edge of 
the cover crops, the leading edge 
of manure injection, and they’re 
opening their farm up through the 
UVM Extension Agency to teach 
other farmers how to do it.”

Pollution
(Continued from Page 1A)

“These changes 
are the result 
of defendant’s 
installation of 
a massive pipe 
network that 
routes water 
from upland 
fields to new 
discharge points 
above plaintiff’s 
property, and 
to defendant’s 
systematic 
removal of 
vegetation, 
excavation of 
a wetland, 
regrading and 
consolidation 
of fields, 
mishandling 
of manure, 
and other 
changes in land 
management.”

— Aerie Point 
Holdings LLC

Court Filing

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Addison County Economic 
Development Corporation 
(ACEDC) has announced 
the addition of two new staff 
members: Project and Grant 
Manager Dana Hanley and 
Office Manager Barbara 
Richardson.

Dana Hanley 
is a community 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
and former Community 
Development Director for 
the Town of Essex, Vt. Her 
background also includes 
administering Act 250, the state 
land use law, for the Vermont 
Natural Resources Board 
in Addison and Chittenden 
Counties, as well as serving as 
the Planning and Zoning Director 
for the Town of Shelburne, Vt.

Hanley is a past president 
of the Vermont Planners 
Association, has served on the 
Vermont Land Trust board, and 
is currently on the board of the 
Chittenden County Regional 
Planning Commission. In 2009, 
she was named Outstanding 
Professional Planner by the 

Vermont Planners Association 
and the 2009 Professional 
Planner by the Northern 
New England Chapter of the 
American Planning Association.

Barbara Richardson is a 
past Executive Administrative 
Assistant of the Rutland 

Housing Authority 
and Office Manager 
for the Northeast 
Organic Farming 
Association. She has 

served as an editor and grants 
coordinator at the National 
Gardening Association and 
spent nine years in various roles 
at Gardener’s Supply Company.

Richardson is a past board 
member of the Vermont 
Campaign to End Childhood 
Hunger, now known as Hunger 
Free Vermont. 

“ACEDC and Addison 
County will benefit from Dana 
and Barbara’s experience and 
expertise,” said Fred Kenney, 
ACEDC Executive Director. 
“Our new staff structure will 
allow us to better serve the 
region to advance economic and 
community development.”

DANA HANLEY AND BARBARA RICHARDSON

ACEDC announces
new staff hires

ADDISON COUNTY
Business News
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in need in Addison County.

Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 
Weybridge — has a single seat 
on the 13-member ACSD board; 
Middlebury, by virtue of its much 
larger population, controls seven 
seats.

Among Ripton’s requests:
• Localize the nomination 

process for school board directors, 
which are currently elected at-large 
throughout the seven-town district. 
Ripton proposes that school 
board candidates be 
nominated in their 
own towns — meaning 
they’d have to gather 
nomination petition 
signatures locally, 
and not from just any 
ACSD registered voter.

• That the ACSD 
define “clear, date-
driven parameters” by 
which a local school 
can be closed, while 
also requiring a majority vote for 
closure in the town whose school 
has been targeted for closure. The 
articles of agreement that created 
a unified ACSD back in 2016 
currently allow the 13-member 
board to close a school if a 
supermajority (10 members) of 
the district board vote to do this. 
Advocates of those articles of 
agreement never promised not to 
close a school without a local vote, 
and the articles passed in all seven 
towns, including in Ripton.

• That the district establish local 
advisory groups to provide direct 
input on issues before the board.

• Increase community-
involvement in any changes in 
school configuration, and examine 
the potential of bringing Pre-K 
back into schools to prioritize early 
education.

Ripton officials also included, 
in their list of requests, specific 
examples of already-enacted 
articles of agreement in other 
Vermont school districts to 
illustrate the greater power that 
some towns in the state have over 
their public education system. One 
of the examples included tying a 
school’s closure prospects to its 
cost to the community over several 
years.

Ripton School Board members 
Steve Cash and Joanna Doria on 
Monday urged the ACSD board to 
adopt their suggestions.

“We believe this is a first step 

in local collaboration,” Doria told 
the board. “The examples we have 
offered are meant to be guidance 
we can build upon.

“Trust, cooperation and rich 
deliberation can be agents of 
positive change,” she added. 
“When those in power listen to 
and incorporate all voices, there 
are better chances of positive 
outcomes. If you are indeed 
committed to equity, shouldn’t it 
exist in all dynamics and levels of 

our district?”
Changing the ACSD 

charter would require 
a vote in the seven 
member towns. And 
it’s been tried before. 
A group of district 
residents in January 
of 2020 circulated 
two petitions, each 
garnering more than 
800 signatures, asking 
the district board to 

present voters with charter changes 
that would:

• Ensure no district elementary 
school could be closed unless a 
majority of the registered voters 
within the affected town decide to 
close the school.

• Require that each ACSD 
board member be elected by the 
voters of their hometown, instead 
of at-large.

The ACSD board at the time 
unanimously rejected the two 
petitions, based on legal advice.
BOARD RESPONDS

Board member Lorraine 
Morse was on the ACSD Charter 
Committee that developed the 
articles of agreement governing 
the district. She said the panel 
deliberately chose not to give 
communities total control over 
school closures because of the 
“emotional” nature of such a 
decision. There was a concern 
that communities would cling 
to their elementary schools 
independent of the financial and 
logistical repercussions for the 
district as a whole.

“I would say most towns are 
not going to say, ‘Yes, we want 
our school closed,’ for whatever 
reason,” Morse said. “It’s 
their school and they have an 
emotional attachment. I didn’t 
believe we should allow (a town 
to decide school closure), and I 
don’t believe we should allow it 
now.”

Board member Mary Heather 
Noble noted the ACSD has 
limited resources, and the board 
must make difficult decisions on 
how to allocate those dollars.

“While the identity of a 
community is so centered around 
its school — and it’s so important 
— that’s not part of our mission,” 
she said. “It’s not part of ACSD’s 
mission to fund a school because 
it’s important to the people who 
live there.”

Board Chair Mary Cullinane 
agreed the board would need to 
“clearly articulate” the reasoning 
behind closing a school, if that 
decision needs to be made in the 
future. But she doesn’t believe 
a charter change is necessary to 
guarantee such a process.

She challenged criticism that 
the ACSD’s rural schools aren’t 
treated as equals.

“This narrative that we’re not 
supporting all schools, I just don’t 
see it.”

But board member Barbara 
Wilson argued that constituents 
of some of the smaller district 
schools feel disenfranchised. 
They want more checks and 

balances on big decisions about 
their schools.

“Our rural communities feel their 
voices don’t matter right now,” 
Wilson said.

The State Board of Education in 
mid-January is scheduled to revisit 
Ripton’s withdrawal bid, and wants 
an update on talks between the 
town and district. Ripton resident 
Mac Cox urged the ACSD board to 
work with Ripton.

“A negotiation requires 
two participants, not just one 
participant,” he said.

Cox called for the ASCD 
to continue providing support 
services to Ripton if it ultimately 
breaks from of the district.

“No matter how displeased this 
board or the VSBE may be with 
the fact that Ripton has left the 
district, our kids are still entitled 
to supervisory services — just 
like every other kid in the state,” 
he said. “You cannot, and the 
state cannot, withhold supervisory 
services because of what Ripton 
has done politically.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Ripton
(Continued from Page 1A)

“Our rural 
communities 
feel their 
voices don’t 
matter right 
now.”

— ACSD Board 
Member 

Barbara Wilson
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including Gov. Phil Scott, who has 
said he has no intention of going to 
Washington this cycle.

Balint, 53, is the first openly 
gay woman elected to the Vermont 
Senate and the first woman to 
serve as its president. The former 
middle school teacher and stay-
at-home mother won her first 
political contest in a race for her 
southeastern Vermont Senate seat 
in 2014. 

She rose quickly through the 
ranks of the Democrat-controlled 
chamber, becoming majority 
leader in 2017, at the start of her 
second term. Four years later, in 
2021, she was elected pro tem — 
the top position in the Senate. 

Asked which legislative 
achievements best demonstrated 
her ability to win hard fights, 
Balint pointed to the Senate’s 
gubernatorial veto override of the 
Global Warming Solutions Act and 
her work shepherding Proposal 
5, a proposed constitutional 
amendment guaranteeing 
reproductive rights, through the 
chamber.

Balint grew up in New York’s 
Hudson Valley and first came to 
Vermont in the mid-1990s as a rock-
climbing instructor in Plymouth. 
She settled in Brattleboro in 2007 
with attorney Elizabeth Wohl, 
whom she married two years later 
when Vermont legalized same-sex 
marriage.

In a campaign video and in 
a speech at her kickoff event 
Monday, Balint leaned into her 
personal story. Her grandfather’s 
murder during the Holocaust had 
taught her “what can happen when 
we turn away from each other,” 
she said. And an experience with 
a neighbor who had an anti-gay 
“Take Back Vermont” sign in their 
front yard when she first moved 
to town proved that people can be 
won over.

“After weeks of unease, I 
decided I would just keep showing 
up, believing there was a way to 
bridge the divide,” Balint said 
during her speech. “So what 
started with conversations across 
the fence and with borrowed tools, 
became gifts for our kids and 
baked goods for them. And the 
sign came down.”

The Senate leader on Monday 
said her campaign motto would 
be “courage and kindness,” and 
argued her experience building 
coalitions in Montpelier might be 
put to good use unifying a party 
often seen as at war with itself.

“That is something I’ve also 
done in the Legislature. Our 
caucus in Montpelier ranges 
from Blue Dog Democrats to, 
you know, progressives. And I’ve 
been able to bring them together 
on important legislation for 
Vermonters,” she said.

Balint’s campaign launch video 
also name-checks Medicare for 
All, the Green New Deal, paid 
family and medical leave, racial 
justice and housing justice. These 
are signature platforms for U.S. 
Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., and 
Balint said in an interview later 
that his “progressive agenda 
completely aligns with what I 
believe and how I think we need 
to be showing up for Vermont 
families.”

But Balint added that she also 
hoped, if sent to Washington, to 
emulate U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy, 
D-Vt. Balint said she particularly 
admired his work on the judiciary 
committee — and his ability to 
bring federal dollars home to 
Vermont.

“What I hope that you’ll see 
in me as a candidate is really a 
blending of the best of both of 
these giants,” she said.

Balint’s decision to join the 
race is the latest in a series of 
moves touched off by Leahy’s 
announcement last month that 
he would retire when his eighth 
term expires in January 2023. 
That has led to a great reshuffling 
of Vermont’s political landscape 
— opening up at least four 
top positions: seats in the U.S. 
Senate and House, the lieutenant 
governorship and, now, the pro 
tem post. Balint said Monday 
she would also be giving up her 
Windham county Senate seat.

Vermont has never elected 
a woman to federal office, but 
several up-and-coming politicos 
aim to break that glass ceiling next 
year. In addition to Gray — a first-
term lieutenant governor who rose 
from obscurity to win a statewide 
race in 2020 — State Sen. Kesha 
Ram Hinsdale, D-Chittenden, has 
also been eyeing the U.S. House 

race. Ram Hinsdale has not yet 
said whether she will run, but 
she has kept a busy schedule of 
public events in recent months, 
including an appearance in 
Bennington last week. 

All three have been affiliated 
with Emerge Vermont, an 
organization that trains 
Democratic women to run for 
office — Balint and Gray as 
trainees and Ram Hinsdale as a 
founder. 

Within just an hour of 
news breaking about Balint’s 
candidacy, Gray’s team put out a 
press release announcing that the 
lieutenant governor had pulled in 
over $111,000 in the first week 
of her campaign — and $50,000 
within the first 24 hours. 

Samantha Sheehan, a 
representative with the Gray 
campaign, declined last week 
to discuss fundraising with 
VTDigger, saying the campaign 
would address such questions 
once they had submitted their 
first filing with the FEC on Jan. 
31, 2022. Sheehan said Monday 
that the timing of the campaign’s 
fundraising announcement 
was coincidental and that the 
campaign had decided Friday to 
send out an update one week into 
the race.

Both Gray and Balint have said 
they would not accept corporate 
PAC money. Balint added that she 
would accept funds from political 
action committees whose values 
align with hers — including 
from teachers unions, or groups 
involved in “the climate fight or 
reproductive rights.” (Sheehan 
said Gray, too, would accept 
support from such PACs.)

Balint said Monday morning 
her campaign had already 
brought in about $35,000 by 9:30 
a.m. Updated figures were not 
available from her campaign by 
the time of publication.

BECCA BALINT, PRESIDENT 
pro tempore of the Vermont 
Senate, on Monday joined the 
race for Vermont’s seat in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. 
Incumbent Peter Welch will not 
run for re-election because he 
is running for the U.S. Senate 
instead. 

Photo by Mike Dougherty/VTDigger

Balint
(Continued from Page 1A)
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hectic as a result of supply chain 
disruptions, wildfires out west, 
climate change and overharvesting 
in response to last year’s pandemic-
driven spike in demand. Supplies 
are drying up. Prices are soaring in 
some regions. And in some cases, 
trees are getting stolen.

“This season the country 
is experiencing a shortage of 
wholesale Christmas trees,” said 
Vermont Secretary of Agriculture 
Anson Tebbetts in a Nov. 29 media 
release. But the Green Mountain 
State, Tebbetts said, is faring better. 
“Vermont’s pick-your-own crop is 
prepared for the season, with plenty 
of trees to choose from when you 
visit your nearest Christmas tree 
farm.”

Unless out-of-staters who are 
willing to pay high premiums get 
there first.

As Vermont Public Radio reported 
this month, retailers around the state 
have been struggling to find trees to 
sell, as wholesalers turn their focus 
on more lucrative markets in New 
York and Boston. One Vermont 
farmer, seeing the writing on the 
wall, took the season off entirely.

Secretary Tebbetts later tempered 
his outlook somewhat.

“We’re just encouraging people 
to go out and get their trees as soon 
as possible,” he told WCAX for a 
Nov. 30 story. “And you may see 
something a little bit different than 
you have in the past, but all in all we 
think we are in pretty good shape 
here in Vermont.”

As of 2017, according to the 
USDA census, Vermont had 70 
Christmas tree farms on more 
than 3,600 acres, and the state’s 
Christmas tree industry was worth 
more than $2.6 million.

This year Addison County has 
not been immune to regional and 
national market forces, but local 
operations seem to be faring better 
here than in other places.

Vermont Trade Winds Farm in 
Shoreham has been a little short this 
year, said co-owner Tim Hescock, 
“but we have been working hard to 

make sure we have enough trees for 
our customers.”

At the moment, Vermont Trade 
Winds is selling more than it can 
grow, Hescock explained.

“That being said, we traditionally 
buy and sell a few trees from other 
Vermont producers, and they all 
have been short on trees. It was very 
hard for us to find more trees this 
year, and the price was higher than 
normal.”

In Cornwall, January Stearns of 
Peet Farm Greenhouses, who has 
made and sold wreaths for 30 years, 
decided to make a go of selling 
Christmas trees this year.

Stearns started small, ordering 30 
trees, she said, but hopes to expand 
in the future. By the end of last 
week she had sold more than half of 
her trees.

If she sells out, that’s it, she said.
“I’ve already asked, and I can’t 

get more.”
Russell Farm in Starksboro was 

open for business this year, selling 
cut-your-own and pre-cut trees, 
as well as offering horse-drawn 
sleigh rides. Last week the farm 
had planned to stay open through 
Saturday, Dec. 18, but by the 
middle of this week, the farm’s 
website said bookings for the 
cut-your-own South Lot and the 
horse-drawn rides were closed for 
the season.

For those looking for a more 
adventurous cut-your-own 
experience and/or a less expensive 
tree, a $5 permit from the U.S. 
Forest Service will allow folks to 
choose one from specific sections 
of the Green Mountain National 
Forest.

In Middlebury the Werners 
added 500 more pre-cut trees to 
their inventory last week, and 
their plan was to stay open until  
Christmas Eve.

Between their lots in Middlebury 
and Lincoln, the farm has 10 acres 
of trees planted, and about a third 
of their annual Christmas tree sales 
are cut-your-own.

“If we had more land we 
would sell more choose-and-cut,” 

Trees
(Continued from Page 1A)

Amanda Werner said.
CUTTING THEIR OWN

At the end of last week, the farm 
had rows and rows of pre-cut trees, 
but only one block of one field was 
open for cut-your-own.

“There are no tall trees (in 
the lot), but people can find 
something,” she said.

That was just fine for Cornwall 
residents Dani Ellis, Catherine 
Harrison and Lauren McNally, 
who arrived, borrowed a saw from 
the farm and went trekking out into 
the cut-your-own lot.

The trio were not looking for a 
tall tree anyway, they said, and 
after a brief tour of the land, they 
found a tree they liked and set to 
work with the saw.

More people are looking for 
shorter trees — 5 or 6 feet tall — 
this year, said William Werner.

That’s likely because of the 
ongoing pandemic, he explained.

“People are staying home, 
they’re not having as many big 
parties or family gatherings, and 
they only need modest trees.”

Otherwise, demand for trees this 

year at Werner Tree Farm has been 
“pretty consistent with long-term 
trends,” he said.

Even if their inventory has 
remained steady this year, it hasn’t 
been entirely smooth sailing for the 
Werners.

This past summer, they lost 
some of their trees when a tornado 
touched down nearby and cut a 
path across the farm. It managed 
somehow to thread its way between 
two buildings without damaging 
them, but it destroyed 40-50 trees, 
Amanda Werner said.

And the farm had some of its 
trees stolen up in Lincoln, “but that 
happens every year,” she said.

Because it takes eight years 
for a Christmas tree to grow to a 
harvestable size, current shortages 
could last a few years, she noted.

So “what will happen is people 
will plant a ton of trees this spring 
and in eight years there will be a 
surplus,” she said. “That’s just how 
it goes.”

Longer term, “Vermont’s in good 
shape,” Werner said. “Vermont has 
plenty of trees.”

residents and visitors are already 
voluntarily wearing masks in 
indoor public places.

A mandate, he argued, “is going 
to create tension” and would set up 
a scenario whereby a few people 
“would become the mask patrol” 
that would call police every time 
they saw an infraction.

Instead, Carpenter said a 
resolution stating people “should” 
wear masks could be seen as a 
compromise, and businesses could 
hang copies of the advisory to urge 
compliance. He added businesses 
are free to frame their own mask 
rules, leaving consumers with the 
option of adjusting their shopping 
habits accordingly.

One local restaurant, Two 
Brothers Tavern, recently 
announced that it would limit 
in-house service to vaccinated 
patrons.

Masks are mandated within the 
Middlebury town offices.

“We’re setting a standard,” 
Carpenter said.

But several people on Tuesday 
urged the board to take the 
stronger measure of a 
mandate, noting a big 
surge of COVID-19 
cases in Vermont and 
nationally. Spurred 
by the delta variant 
— with the omicron 
variant lurking in the 
wings — Vermont 
is logging hundreds 
of cases daily and 
as of last week had 
recorded 56,317 
positive coronavirus 
tests since the 
pandemic began 
in 2020. Addison 
County has seen a 
staggering 378 new cases during 
the past two weeks, for a total of 
2,261 since the pandemic began. 
That means one-sixth of all the 
COVID cases in the county have 
been diagnosed in only the past 
14 days and more than a quarter of 
all cases have cropped up over the 
past month.

“I think we’re fooling ourselves 
to think the situation last summer 
or last winter was the worst of the 
pandemic,” said resident Peter 
Schumer.

“Middlebury itself is not an 
island,” he added. “We can travel 
to other cities and other states, and 
Middlebury College learned the 
lesson the hard way.”

Schumer was alluding to a major 
COVID surge on campus last 
week that prompted the college 
to transition to remote studies 
through Dec. 19, the end of the 
current semester (see story on Page 
1A). On Tuesday, the college was 
reporting a total of 70 active cases 
— 68 of them involving students, 
the other two being employees.

Resident Dave Silberman 
criticized Gov. Phil Scott and 
Health Commissioner Dr. Mark 
Levine for eschewing a state mask 
mandate and instead farming 
the decision out to individual 
communities.

“Phil Scott passed the buck to 
you, and the buck has to stop with 
you,” he said.

He noted the state’s hospitals are 
filling with COVID patients. As of 
Wednesday, 70 COVID patients 
were hospitalized statewide, with 
19 of them requiring intensive 

care. Middlebury’s Porter Hospital 
doesn’t have ICU beds, so the most 
serious COVID cases must be sent 
to larger hospitals.

“It’s going to get worse because 
Christmas is coming and people are 
going to gather,” said Silberman, 
who added a mask mandate would 
set an expectation, which in turn 
“will change behavior.”

Resident Sylviane Acker called 
mask wearing “a small price to 
pay.”

Resident Victoria DeWind said 
she believed local businesses 
would benefit from a Middlebury 
mask mandate; right now, they 
have to police their own rules.

Joe McVeigh chairs the Ilsley 
Public Library Board of Trustees, 
which earlier this week passed a 
mandatory mask ordinance.

“We feel this is the responsible 
thing to do in the library,” he said, 
while urging the selectboard to 
expand the rule through town.
BOARD MEMBERS RESPOND

While Selectman Dan Brown 
agreed the board should seriously 
consider a mandate, a majority of 
his colleagues disagreed, pointing 

to a seemingly good 
track record of 
voluntary compliance 
by Middlebury 
residents.

S e l e c t w o m a n 
Heather Seeley said 
she recently attended 
a hockey game at 
the Memorial Sports 
Center where 100% 
of spectators were 
wearing masks. She 
said a posted sign 
requesting mask 
wearing got the 
message across to all.

Selectman Nick 
Artim said he was placing his 
confidence in Scott, Levine and 
Middlebury Police Chief Tom 
Hanley, who in a Dec. 9 email 
confirmed he doesn’t favor a 
mask mandate. Hanley said the 
new law would take around three 
months to install (due to warning 
requirements), be hard to enforce, 
and beg the question of what kind 
of mask standard the town should 
require.

“Unless we can truthfully state 
that we have more knowledge, more 
readily available facts and data 
about this subject matter than the 
professionals … then to implement 
a mandate is, quite honestly, 
inappropriate,” Artim said.

Hanley concluded his Dec. 9 
email with the following:

“I’m not inclined to support a rise 
in civil disobedience over masking 
issues, nor overwhelming police 
resources to engage otherwise law-
abiding people,” Hanley wrote in 
his memo. “Taking the risk is their 
business. I understand people want 
to be able to return to normalcy, 
have gatherings, and do all those 
other non-pandemic activities. I’m 
not sure I’ve seen any evidence that 
a broad based coerced mandate has 
accomplished what it sets out to 
do.”

Unlike the 2020 version, 
Middlebury’s new mask resolution 
won’t urge people to wear masks 
outdoors, as well. Selectboard 
members were due to sign the 
resolution by the end of this week.

Reporter John Flowers is 
at johnf@addisonindependent.
com.

Mask mandate
(Continued from Page 1A)

“I’m not inclined 
to support a 
rise in civil 
disobedience 
over masking 
issues, nor 
overwhelming 
police resources 
to engage 
otherwise law-
abiding people.”

— Police Chief 
Tom Hanley

A TRIO OF CORNWALL residents — Catherine Harrison, left, Dani 
Ellis and Lauren McNally — proudly show off the Christmas tree 
they had just cut themselves at Werner Tree Farm in Middlebury last 
Thursday. While supplies were sufficient at Werner and at most other 
Vermont tree farms, supply issues this year have wreaked havoc on 
the national Christmas tree market.

Independent photo/Christopher Ross

JANUARY STEARNS OF Peet Farm Greenhouses in Cornwall shows off a pair of “kissing balls” on Dec. 9. After making, selling — and 
sometimes donating — Christmas wreaths for the past 30 years, Stearns opened a pre-cut Christmas tree operation this year, which she 
hopes to expand in the future.

Independent photo/Christopher Ross 
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Shop Locally

gold -
platinum -

sterling- 
diamonds - 
gemstones -

61 Main St., Middlebury
802. 388. 6788

platinum -

We offer Beef 
(including 1/4 and 1/2), 

Lamb, Pork, and 
Chicken

FREE delivery for 
orders of $50 or more

Give the gift
of local meat!

Call 802-538-3830 or view our full 
menu at BurgerFarmVT.com

Visit us at the Rutland Farmer’s Market

Holiday

Special:

$20 off

when you

spend $200

Call 802-388-3371
14 College Street, Middlebury, VT 

Please find the full 
menu on our website at 

ottercreekbakery.com

Warm up with your favorite 
HOT BEVERAGE

while shopping local this season!
Give the Gi�  of

Tea

Mon-Sat 11am-5pm
stonelea� ea.com

W E ’ V E  G O T  Y O U

COVERED

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
M-F 7:15-5:30, Sat. 8-3  

802-388-6054
C O U N T R Y S I D E C A R P E TA N D PA I N T. C O M

Window Shades
 Paint 

 Flooring
December 1st-31st

events for the whole 
family! 

FIND HOLIDAY EVENTS AT
EXPERIENCEMIDDLEBURY.COM

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Men’s Carhartt
Jackets, Vests and Bibs

20% OFF

        802-388-4937 
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Jackets, Vests and BibsJackets, Vests and BibsJackets, Vests and Bibs

Sale ends 12/24/21 
Cannot be combined with 

any other sale or offer 
and while supplies last.

Sale ends 12/24/21 

PLUS All Kids’
Carhartt!

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Closing at 4pm on 12/24 and 12/31. 
Closed 12/25 & 12/26 and 1/1 & 1/2.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!

By PETER D’AURIA
VTDigger.org

MONTPELIER — Since June, 
a task force of eight Vermont 
lawmakers has been mulling one 
big question: How can the state’s 
school funding system be made 
fairer?

Despite the impenetrability of 
the state’s funding formula, the 
question is a contentious one. Any 
tweak to the system could cause 
major shifts in how, and where, 
taxpayer money is allocated 
among school districts.

Last week, the panel voted to 
approve a draft report setting 
out a number of proposals for 
upgrading the funding system. 
But what’s clear from that 
document is that the debate over 
the state’s education funds is far 
from over. 

The report represents “a starting 
point, rather than the defi nitive 
word on what’s going to be done 
with education funding,” Sen. 
Cheryl Hooker, D/P-Rutland, 
noted at a hearing on Dec. 9. 

In Vermont, public schools 
are fi nanced through the state’s 
education fund, with the bulk of 
the money coming from property 
taxes. Local tax rates are based 
not on a school district’s total 
budget, but on its spending per 
pupil. 

But the state acknowledges that 
some groups of students — among 
them, English language learners, 
rural students, and students living 
in poverty — cost more to educate 
than their counterparts. 

To account for those extra 
costs, the state’s funding formula 
uses a system of “weights.” When 
a district’s per-pupil spending is 
tallied, those weights mean that 
some students — low-income 
students or English language 
learners, for example — count 
for more than others. The greater 
the weight in a given district, the 
more that district can spend on 
students without raising taxes. 

But in 2019, a major report 
commissioned by the University 
of Vermont identifi ed problems 
with that system. The weights 
used in the formula had 
essentially been pulled out of thin 
air, researchers found, and had 
little relationship to the actual 
costs of educating students. 

So lawmakers assigned a task 
force to review the 2019 report and 
come up with recommendations 
to fi x the state’s funding formula. 

Now, that task force has nearly 
completed its work. In an 83-page 
draft report released on Dec. 6, 
the eight-member panel set out a 
series of options for changing the 
funding formula. 

The report is not fully complete 
— some sections were missing, 
and lawmakers expect to make 
edits before the fi nal due date 
sometime this week. But its core 

recommendations are unlikely to 
change, according to its co-chair. 

Task force members made 
a series of proposals: English 
language learners should be 
removed from the weighting 
formula entirely, lawmakers said.

The panel also endorsed 
adopting a different defi nition 
of poverty to better measure 
students, phasing out the state’s 
program that gives grants to 
small schools, and implementing 
an “Education Tax Advisory 
Committee” to oversee future 
changes in the funding system. 

Lawmakers also laid out two 
major options to fi x the state’s 
funding system. 

The fi rst would be to simply 
adopt a new set of weights 
proposed by the 2019 UVM 
study’s authors. 

The second option, called the 
“cost equity formula,” would be a 
complete overhaul of the system. 
Instead of using the current system 
of weights, school districts would 
receive direct payments from the 
state depending on the makeup of 
the student body. 

A district with many students 
living in poverty, for example, 
would receive a certain amount 
of cash annually for each such 
student. The task force did not 
provide fi nal estimates for how 

much those payments would be, 
but said they were derived based 
on the recommended weights. 

“The task force is presenting 
both as options as a path moving 
forward,” the panel’s co-chair, 
Sen. Ruth Hardy, D-Addison, 
said in an interview. “Either of 
them are viable, and both of 
them are based on the research 
and analysis that was done in the 
original pupil weighting factors 
report.” 

But by not endorsing any 
single option over the other, the 
report essentially punts the most 
contentious question to the state 
Legislature. 

“I’m very happy that I’m not 
on the education committee,” 
Sen. Randy Brock, R-Franklin, 
a task force member, said at a 
Friday hearing of the panel. 

Reaction to the report’s release 
was mostly muted. In testimony 
Friday, the state teachers union, 
school boards association, and 
superintendents association 
declined to take positions on the 
draft report, saying they hadn’t 
had enough time to review it. 

But the Coalition of Vermont 
Student Equity, a group of 
districts from around the state, 
called on lawmakers to simply 
update the weights, as the 2019 
UVM study recommended.

Throughout the task force’s 
term, coalition members have 
argued forcefully in favor of those 
updated weights. Other options, 
members say, would perpetuate 
longstanding inequalities 
between districts.

On Dec. 9, Alex Yin, a 
coalition member who sits on the 
Winooski School Board, called 
on lawmakers to reject the cost 
equity formula and the proposal 
to remove English language 
learners from the formula. 

Those proposals, Yin said, 
would be a “slap in the face of all 
Vermonters.” 

“Because essentially, you told 
us that the state government does 
not trust us to take care of our 
children,” Yin said in testimony 

before the task force Friday. “For 
the past 20 years, the state has 
trusted wealthy districts to make 
spending decisions that are the 
best for their students and their 
communities. I want local control 

for my district as well.”
On Friday afternoon, the panel 

voted unanimously to accept 
the report, along with coming 
revisions. Now, it will be up 
to lawmakers to hammer out a 

solution when the legislative 
session begins next month. 

“That’s the job of the 
Legislature,” Hardy said. “To 
make hard decisions.”

School-funding task force offers lawmakers per-pupil options

RUTH HARDY
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Letters to Santa
Kids! Send us your letter to Santa  
and we’ll print it in our paper

so Santa himself can see!

Be sure to include a return address, or email
and send your letter to:

Santa, c/o Addison Independent
58 Maple St., Middlebury, VT 05753

 You can also email your letter to
news@addisonindependent.com,

submit it on our website, or

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Letters received by Monday, 
December 20th may be 

published with names in our  
December 23rd edition.

deliver it to our office
in the Marble Works, Middlebury 

Reader Comments

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“Four lines cannot express all that we admire about the high 
quality reporting and the superb staff of the Addison Independent. 

We are HUGELY grateful that it & the people exist!”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Salisbury writes:

Motion 
Separation 

Index

170
Super Pocketed Coil™ Springs
The gold standard in undisturbed 
rest.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

   

BEAUTYSLEEP™
FIRM

      Twin Set ...... $399
     Full Set ........... $449
      Queen Set ........... $549
   King Set ................. $899

If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.
Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

   
      Twin Set ...... $995
     Full Set ......... $1399
      Queen Set ......... $1499
   King Set ............... $1799

HARMONY LUX™
EXTRA FIRM

   
      Twin Set ...... $839
     Full Set ........... $879
      Queen Set ........... $969
   King Set ................. $999

BRS900™
MEDIUM

  

L-CLASS™
PLUSH

      
     Twin XL Set ... $1919
    Full Set ............ $2249
   Queen Set ............ $2399
 King Set ................. $3039

  

L-CLASS™
EXTRA FIRM

    
       Twin XL Set ... $1619
    Full Set ............ $1949
    Queen Set ........... $2099  
King Set ................. $2739

  

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM PILLOW TOP

    
     Twin XL Set ... $2149
    Full Set ............ $2459
    Queen Set ........... $2599
  King Set ................ $3199

  

HARMONY LUX™
PLUSH

      Twin Set .... $1299
     Full Set ......... $1499
      Queen Set ......... $1999
   King Set ............... $2499

  

C-CLASS™
MEDIUM

    
      Twin XL Set .. $2419
   Full Set ........... $2749
      Queen Set ......... $2999
   King Set ............... $3839

   
      Twin Set ...... $995
     Full Set ......... $1399
      Queen Set ......... $1499
   King Set ............... $1799

SPRING GROVE™
LUXURY FIRM

1-800-261-WOOD
802-388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com 

FREE
DELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT       
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

MMD, a genetic disorder that can 
affect muscle systems in the body 
that move the limbs and trunk, and 
operate the digestive system and 
heart.

Smith, now 46, wakes up in the 
morning feeling the same way a 
healthy person feels at 
the end of a long day of 
work.

“It’s a constant 
struggle for me 
between doing what I 
want and doing what 
I can,” she said. “If I 
overdo it, I’m (laid up) 
for around a week. I 
don’t recover. I’m on 
fumes, and when the gas tank dries 
up, it’s not good.”

But MMD is more than about 
feeling tired. Leslie was fitted with 
a pacemaker in 2004 and then a 
defibrillator in 2009, after having 
been diagnosed with cardiac issues. 
She’s also had cataract surgery, 
another byproduct of her affliction.

“I got this raw deal, and what am 
I going to do?” she asked herself 
after her diagnosis in 2000. “Am I 
going to sit in the corner and turn 
into a puddle, or am I going to fight 
every step of the way and make my 
life the best I can?”

She chose the latter path, and 
is finishing up a 
memoir about her 
life experiences 
living with MMD. 
It’s titled “Spitfire,” 
which happens to be 
her nickname. Plans 
call for “Spitfire” to 
be published next 
year, and Smith 
hopes it’ll inspire 

others afflicted with MMD while 
imparting an inspirational message 
to anyone, regardless of their 
health.

Flip the calendar back to the 
mid-1990s. Leslie Smith was 
equally lethal with a racquet, skis 
or field hockey stick.

“I never sat down,” she said with 

a laugh.
Until the end of her junior year 

at MUHS. She’d lost her physical 
endurance. Short sprints and lunges 
remained within Leslie’s athletic 
repertoire, so she was able to 
continue playing field hockey and 
tennis. But she’d lost her capacity 
for sustained exercise. Simple pre-
game jogs became marathons she 
couldn’t complete.

Her frustration followed her 
to Connecticut and the Loomis 
Chaffee School, which she 
attended for 12th grade. And that’s 
where MMD forced Smith to 
back-pedal on her rigorous athletic 
schedule.

“My struggles continued to get 
worse, but I tried to power through,” 
she said. “I beat myself 
up, did anything I 
could do. And then I 
couldn’t.”

She reluctantly 
quit field hockey, 
but held on to tennis, 
her top sport, as she 
transitioned to Scripps 
College in 1994-
1995. Smith earned 
All-American status 
as a freshman, while 
serving as an assistant 
tennis pro at a local 
country club.

Then, once again, 
her body betrayed her.

“I had lost the ability to stand on 
my toes,” she explained. “All my 
weight transferred to my heels. If 
you can’t be on your toes, you can’t 
run, you can’t move quickly. That 
limited my ability to play tennis, 
completely.”

So Smith made the devastating 
decision to end her college tennis 
career, confining her play to 
occasional tournaments with her 
mom.

She couldn’t understand what 
was happening to her. Her young 
body was betraying her at a time 
she should be entering her prime. 
Imagine suddenly not being able to 
read or write, she asked.

“I got very angry at myself and 

side every step of the way, as she’s 
learned to cope with her affliction 
and live a fulfilling life — which 
still includes athletics. She didn’t 
want to completely lose her grip on 
tennis. Her hope was restored around 
six years ago when she learned 
of wheelchair tennis through the 
Wounded Warriors Project. Smith 
has taken to the sport, but sadly, 
COVID has resulted in suspension 
of many wheelchair tennis events.

Always game for a challenge, 
Smith has found it in wheelchair 
tennis.

She’s far from a “ringer” when 
she plays her opponents.

“I’m at an advantage because 
I have the strokes and the 
knowledge, but I’m 
at a disadvantage 
because 90% of 
people who play 
are in a wheelchair 
24/7,” she said. “Their 
movement, mobility 
and awareness are so 
much better (for the 
sport).”

But the fun comes 
with a cost. Any 
exertion requires a lot 
of recuperation for an 
MMD patient.

For more than 
20 years, Leslie 
and Colin Smith have made 
annual trips to Johns Hopkins 
University in Baltimore to see 
neurologists, cardiologists and 
other MMD specialists. They 
also have physicians in Vermont 
to troubleshoot their medical 
problems.
TURNS TO WRITING

While Smith doesn’t clasp a 
tennis racquet and field hockey stick 
with the confidence she once did, 
she’s become quite adept with a pen 
since 2011. That’s when she made a 
habit of journaling about important 
moments in her life — including, of 
course, the onset and progression of 
MMD in her body.

“I used it as a way to make sense 
of my life and my diagnosis,” she 
said of writing. “In order to put it 
down on paper, it has to make some 

sort of sense. Things came pouring 
out of me.”

She collaborated with one of her 
best friends, a genetic counselor, to 
draw the best writing out of herself.

But life got in the way in 2014, 
and she set her journal aside.

“I had all this writing and 
nowhere to go with it,” Smith said.

Until 2020, when her mom found 
Leslie’s journal in a drawer. Gail 
Smith encouraged her daughter to 
update it and publish her work, and 
put Leslie in touch with an editor.

“We started working together, 
and now we have a pretty complete 
manuscript,” Leslie Smith said with 
pride.

“Spitfire” should have universal 
appeal, Smith believes.

“Everybody has had 
a life altering change, 
everybody has had 
loss, and everybody 
has had something 
negative happen to 
them that changed 
their life,” she said. 
“Everybody has had 
a crisis of faith in 
themselves at one 
point or another. It’s 
the human condition, 
so everyone will be 
able to relate to this.”

Smith uses a lot 
of tennis metaphors in her book; 
each section features terminology 
like “coin toss,” “grip,” “love,” 
“singles” and “two bounces.” Half 
the chapters are written in narrative 
style; the other half feature insights 
into her thoughts about such things 
as balance, loss and happiness.

“Spitfire” doesn’t have to sell a 
zillion copies for Smith to consider 
it a success. It’s already paying 
dividends that transcend financial 
gain.

“Thanks to my writing, I am 
more able to focus on the here and 
now,” she said. “I can let go of all 
hurts, anger, regrets and mistakes 
and move on to what’s is next — 
whatever that is. I can take each day 
as the gift that it is.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Smith
(Continued from Page 1A) everyone else, and I got depressed,” 

she said.
GETTING A DIAGNOSIS

It was time to find out exactly 
what was wrong with her. And one 
of the most cathartic sections of 
“Spitfire” details Smith’s journey 
from 22-year-old standout athlete 
battling fatigue, to being told at the 
age of 25 that she had MMD.

She recalled, as if it were 
yesterday, going to the Muscular 
Dystrophy clinic at UVM Medical 
Center, where she said, “the doctors 
totally destroyed my life.”

Smith said the physicians were 
more than unapologetically frank; 
they were “rude and callous,” 
stating that her “life was over.”

Adding more misery to a bad 
day was confirmation 
that her brother 
Colin — who had 
been experiencing 
similar symptoms 
— also had MMD. 
Physicians reasoned 
MMD was passed 
to them by their late 
father, who himself 
was confirmed to 
have had a less 
severe version of the 
disease.

The Independent 
in 2013 wrote a story 
about how Colin had 

connected with an adaptive sailing 
program.

Any hope Leslie Smith had 
of simply “fixing” her affliction 
through medication quickly 
evaporated like a Roscoe Tanner 
serve.

“They said, ‘Don’t have children. 
You’ll be in a wheelchair in a few 
years. You’re going to die young,’ ” 
Smith said. “It was the worst thing 
I ever experienced. Being told this 
at age 25 — how do you wrap your 
head around it?”

All she could say during her ride 
home from that fateful appointment 
was, “Who’s going to want me 
now?”

Well, her husband Rob Nicholls 
and her mom have been at her 

LESLIE  SMITH

“It’s a constant 
struggle for me 
between doing 
what I want 
and doing what 
I can.”

— Leslie Smith

“The doctors 
said, ‘Don’t 
have children. 
You’ll be in a 
wheelchair in 
a few years. 
You’re going to 
die young.’ It 
was the worst 
thing I ever 
experienced.”

— Leslie Smith

“Everybody 
has had a 
crisis of faith 
in themselves 
at one point or 
another. It’s 
the human 
condition, so 
everyone will be 
able to relate to 
this.”

— Leslie Smith



(See Dickerson, Page 3B)
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Wilderness
survival not 
always the 

toughest test 
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MATT DICKERSON

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury Union High School 
boys’ hockey team opened on 
Saturday by edging visiting 
Harwood, 2-1. 

Toby Draper found the net 
twice for the Tigers, both times 
with assists from Clyde Malhotra. 
Goalie Eddie Hodde backstopped 
the win with 20 saves.

Tyson Sylvia scored for the 
Highlanders, and Harwood goalie 
Taghen Fils-Aime made 23 saves.

The Tigers are in the middle of 
a homestand. South Burlington 
and Rutland will visit on Saturday 
and Monday, respectively, both at 
7 p.m.

ELLENBURG DEPOT, N.Y. 
— Several members of the Otter 
Valley wrestling team fared 
well in a Saturday tournament 
hosted by Northern Adirondack 
High School, including junior 
Caleb Whitney, who won the 
138-pound weight class. 

Whitney went 5-0 in the round 
robin tournament, pinning his 
first four opponents in the first 
round and defeating his Essex 
opponent, 7-2, in his fifth and 
final match. It was his first 
tournament championship.

Senior Sam Martin went 4-1 
with four pins at 215, but fell in 
his final match and settled for 
second place. 

Freshman Kingston Cotter 
also earned second place in a 
lightly populated 120-pound 

Boys’ hockey 
claims opener

OTTER VALLEY JUNIOR 
Caleb Whitney holds the trophy 
he earned for winning the 
138-pound division at the 50th 
Annual Livermore Wrestling 
Invitational in upstate New 
York on Saturday.

Otter wrestlers excel at 
New York tournament

(See Wrestling, Page 2B)

Tiger girls outlast Otters in opener
MUHS owns final momentum swing

RANDOLPH — The Mount 
Abraham boys’ basketball team 
rode a big first half past Randolph 
on Friday, 60-43, in the season 
opener for both teams.

The Eagles already had a lead 
in the second quarter when they 
went on a decisive 15-4 run to take 
control of the game. Their lead at 
the halftime break was 30-12.

Henry Cogswell scored 11 of his 
game-high 20 points and sank three 
of his four three-pointers in the 
first half to lead the Eagles. Gavin 
Bannister (13 points) and Dominic 
DiNapoli (11) also reached double 
figures. 

Levi West scored 19 for the 
Ghosts, and Ethan Davignon added 
10.

The Eagles are expecting a 
tougher challenge from visiting 
Spaulding on Friday at 7 p.m.

Mt. Abe boys 
haunt Ghosts

PLATTSBURGH, N.Y. — In 
the team’s last action of the first 
semester, Middlebury men’s 
basketball eased past host SUNY 
Plattsburgh, 82-61, on Wednesday, 
Dec. 8.

The Panthers’ weekend home 
games vs. Skidmore on Friday 
and Stevens on Sunday were 
postponed indefinitely in the wake 
of a COVID-19 outbreak on the 
campus. 

According to the Middlebury 
athletics website, “In alignment 
with COVID-19 protocols for team 
play, all athletic competitions will 
be postponed until further notice. 
Makeup dates for each competition 
will be posted at a later date.”

The women’s basketball team 
completed its December play at 
Plattsburgh on Dec. 8 (see story 
in this section), but the Panther 
women’s hockey team and men’s 
hockey team — which already 
missed four games due to COVID 
protocols — missed games 
scheduled last weekend.

On the court last week, the 
Panther men’s basketball team 
improved to 8-2 and won its 
sixth straight game by topping 
Plattsburgh, which dropped to 1-8 
with the 82-61 setback. Several big 

Men’s hoop 
cruises past 
Cardinals

(See Panthers, Page 2B)

PLATTSBURGH, N.Y. — The 
Middlebury College women’s 
basketball team 
improved to 6-3 with an 
81-60 victory at SUNY 
Plattsburgh (3-6) on 
Wednesday, Dec. 8. 

The Panther 
women’s hoop team’s 
schedule was not affected, at least 
immediately, when Middlebury 
College suspended all athletics on 
Dec. 9 due to a COVID-19 outbreak 
on campus. The Plattsburgh game 
was the last scheduled for the 
Panthers until Dec. 30, when they 
are scheduled to travel to Union 
College in Schenectady, N.Y., 
assuming Middlebury resumes its 
sports activities. 

On Dec. 8 the Cardinals scored 
the first five points, but the 
Panthers soon asserted themselves 

and closed the quarter on a 7-0 run 
to lead by 20-13. The lead grew to 

31-20 by the half.
A three from Cardinal 

Mya Smith pulled 
Plattsburgh to within 
53-46 with 4:23 to go 
in the third period, 
but Middlebury went 

on a decisive 10-0 run capped 
by an Alexa Mustafaj three, and 
Plattsburgh did not challenge 
again. 

Mustafaj paced Middlebury 
with 24 points, adding seven 
rebounds. Bethany Lucey scored 
14 points, Claire Miller had 13 
points and seven boards, while 
Gianna Palli grabbed a game-high 
nine rebounds. 

Smith led Plattsburgh with a 
game-high 24 points. 

Women’s hoop wins 
first-semester finale

panther
BASKETBALL

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

12/11 Hartford vs MUHS ...................... 3-2
12/15 Spaulding at MUHS ................. Late

Boys’ Hockey
12/11 MUHS vs Harwood .................... 2-1

Boys’ Basketball
12/10 Mt. Abe vs Randolph ............. 60-43
12/15 OV at MUHS ............................ Late

Girls’ Basketball
12/10 MUHS vs OV ......................... 35-28
12/10 Fair Haven vs Mt. Abe ........... 38-29
12/11 VUHS vs Richford .................. 31-18
12/14 Burr & Burton at Mt. Abe ..........Ppd.
12/14 Essex vs MUHS ..................... 60-24

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Basketball

12/8 Midd vs Plattsburgh ................. 81-60
Men’s Basketball

12/8 Midd vs Plattsburgh ................. 82-61
12/10 Skidmore at Midd ........... Postponed
12/12 Stevens at Midd ............. Postponed

Men’s Hockey
12/10 Amherst at Midd ............. Postponed
12/11 Hamilton at Midd ............ Postponed

Women’s Hockey
12/10 UMass-Boston at Midd ............Ppd.

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

12/22 MUHS at Burr & Burton ..........5 PM
Boys’ Hockey

12/18 S. Burlington at MUHS ...........7 PM
12/20 Rutland at MUHS ....................7 PM

(See Schedule, Page 2B)
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“And so John the Baptist 
appeared in the wilderness … 
[wearing] clothing made of camel’s 
hair, with a leather belt around his 
waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey.”

How’s that for the start of an 
exciting outdoor adventure? I guess 

you could call 
it a wilderness 
survival story. 
It’s also part of 
the Christmas 
story in a way. 
We’ll get back 
to that. First, 
though, what is 

this about wilderness, camel’s hair 
clothing, and a locust diet? 

The idea of wilderness survival 
is certainly appealing to me, 
mostly because wilderness itself 
is appealing. I’ve watched various 
survival shows, and have often 
imagined spending several weeks in 
the wilderness of Alaska surviving 
off the land. I’ve pondered how I 
would do it, and also how well I 
would do it. Honestly, I think I 
could do pretty well.  

That is, I could do pretty well 
for a couple weeks — as long as 
I could do it late summer during 
berry-picking season and before 
the weather turned really cold. 
And as long as I could do it with 
all my high-tech outdoor gear and 
apparel: Gore-tex rain coat, Klymit 
lightweight insulated inflatable 
camp pad with a good down 
sleeping bag, a comfortable sturdy 
modern tent, high quality hiking 
boots, my Osprey backpack, lots of 
Vermont-made Darn Tough socks 
and Icebreaker merino wool shirts. 
I also definitely want my fly rod (or 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — In a hard-

fought season opening game in 
which the teams traded game-
changing runs, the host Middlebury 
Union girls’ basketball 
team put together 
a decisive surge to 
outlast Otter Valley, 
35-28.

The teams traded 
haymakers in the 
second half. The Otters 
closed the third quarter 
with a 13-3 spurt to 
take a 20-19 lead. 
Seniors Alice Keith 
and Brittany Jackson 
and junior Emily 
Peduto combined for 
12 of those points to 
spark OV’s rally from 
a 16-7 deficit. 

The Tigers answered 
in the final quarter by clamping 
down on defense and scoring 
transition baskets. 

Tiger senior forward Hannah 
Turner scored all eight of her points 
in the period, and junior forward 
Ele Sellers tossed in four of her 16 

as the Tigers went on a 14-4 binge 
that salted the game away.

Both coaches found positives in 
their teams’ gritty play and defense 
— and they and their players 

enjoyed the support 
of fans in a somewhat 
crowded MUHS gym 
after this past winter’s 
empty bleachers.  

“Both teams 
were scrapping and 
competing. It was a 
great atmosphere,” said 
OV’s Ray Counter. 
“It was a good start. 
I’d rather have a win, 
but we know we have 
things to work on. 
We’ll get back at it.” 

The Tigers’ Chris 
Altemose enjoyed the 
noise and praised the 
athletes. 

“We were back in the gym with 
fans. There was a crowd, and we 
had music, and we were pumped 
and energetic, and both teams 
played super hard,” Altemose said. 
“We were back and forth with each 

OV SENIOR ALICE Keith works to get a shot off under the basket 
as Tiger senior Ivy Doran defends during Friday’s opening game 
between their teams. The host Tigers surged in the fourth quarter to 
pull out the win despite Keith’s team-high 11 points.

MUHS SENIOR GUARD Ivy Doran attacks the basket during Friday’s girls’ basketball game while OV juniors Elena Politano (left) and Emily 
Peduto defend. The Tigers outlasted the visiting Otters, 35-28. 

Independent photos/John S. McCright

(See Basketball, Page 2B)

“We knew 
we had to 
stick with the 
game and 
work hard. 
We kept our 
composure, 
and we 
found the 
opportunities 
to push it up 
the court.”

— Tiger
Hannah Turner
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68 Main Street   Middlebury, Vermont
Formerly

THE

SHOP
EVERYTHING MIDDLEBURY
Skida • Darn Tough•  Vermont Glove • Champion 

Carhartt • L.L.Bean  •  Under Armour

MIDDLEBURY

400 Rockydale Rd.• Bristol, VT 05443 • 802-453-4584 
info@coolmotionoutdoorsports.com • www.cmosvt.com 

Visit us in Bristol! 
We’re fully stocked, plenty of inventory to choose

from for everyone on your shopping list!
Stay Safe. Stay Cool. Keep in Motion!

Gift CertificatesGift Certificates
Day Passes
Lessons
Swix
Skida
And more!

RikertNordic.comRikertNordic.com

Ski ShopSki Shop
Leases start at $120 

for kids

5 for 4!
5 lift tickets — $200

Snow Share DealSnow Share Deal

5 for 4!
5 day passes — $100

MiddleburySnowBowl.comMiddleburySnowBowl.com

Order online, call, or stop by to order yours!  

802.388.7166
HOURS: WED–FRI 4-8PM, SAT & SUN 12-8PM

FIRE & ICEFIRE & ICE
R E S T A U R A N TR E S T A U R A N T

ENJOY  YOUR  

FREE $20.00
GIFT CERTIFICATE

when you purchase $100.00 worth of  Gift Certifi cates
*sale valid November 26 – December 24*

26 SEYMOUR ST., MIDD., VT

FIREANDICERESTAURANT.COM

Certifi cates valid forever

This holiday season...

ENJOY  YOUR

class after splitting two matches, 
winning by pin in his victory.

Freshman Isaac Whitney at 189 
had the next best result. Isaac 
Whitney finished in a three-way tie 
for first with a 4-1 record with four 
pins, but had to settle for third on a 
mat-time tiebreaker. 

Sophomore Simon Martin also 
earned a third-place result at 215, 
as did junior Malachi Sheldrick at 
152. 

Tucker Babcock at 160 and 
Derek Li at heavyweight also 
competed for the OV varsity squad 
at the tournament.

Panther runs proved to be decisive.
The Cardinals led early on, 16-

12, but a 10-0 run put the Panthers 
on top. Later in the half a 19-4 
Middlebury surge stretched the 
lead to 19 points before Middlebury 
settled for a 47-34 lead at the break.

The Cardinals chipped away at 
the deficit in the first 10 minutes of 
the second half, finally cutting the 
lead to 60-56 at the midway point. 
The Panthers then took charge 
with a 12-0 run in which Lamine 
Cisse hit five free throws and a 

layup to account for seven points. 
Middlebury was not challenged 
again. 

Alex Sobel led all players 
with game highs of 22 points, 15 
rebounds and five blocks, recording 
his seventh double-double. Sam 
Stevens scored 15 and grabbed 
seven boards, Noah Osher chipped 
in 13 points, and David Brennan 
pulled down nine rebounds.

Kevin Taub paced four Cardinals 
in double figures with 11 points, 
while three other players tallied 10 
points apiece. 

RICHFORD — The Vergennes 
Union girls’ basketball team made 
its season debut on Saturday by 
defeating host Richford, 31-18. 

Felicia Poirier paced the 
Commodores with a triple-triple 
of 10 points, 10 rebounds and 11 

steals, plus six assists. 
Kyra Bradford chipped in 10 

points, five rebounds and three 
assists, and Geneva Verburg made 
her varsity debut with four points 
and six rebounds. The Commodores 
will host Milton on Friday.

HARTFORD — Host Hartford 
on Saturday rallied for a 3-2 
victory over the Middlebury 
Union High School girls’ hockey 
team in the opener for both teams. 

The Tigers took the lead with 
two goals midway through the 
first period. Erin Mulcahy netted 
the first on a power play, and Lia 
Calzini made it 2-0 with her first 
high school goal.

Hartford knotted the score with 
two goals in the final 3:25 of 
the period and then took charge 
in the second period to take the 
lead. The Hurricanes outshot the 
Tigers, 27-12, and Tiger goalie 

Ruby Hubbell made 24 saves.  
“Ruby Hubbell … played 

strong, with our defense 
contributing a number of blocked 
shots throughout the game,” said 
Co-Coach Duncan Rollason. 

Rollason said the coaches saw 
some positives.

“While the score didn’t go 
in our favor, there were lots 
of good things to build on and 
improvements we can make,” he 
said.

The Tigers were set to host 
Spaulding on Wednesday and will 
visit Burr & Burton this coming 
Wednesday. 

Commodore girls start with win

Hartford rallies past girls’ hockey

BRISTOL — Visiting Fair Haven 
got off to a fast start on Friday 
and defeated the Mount Abraham 
girls’ basketball team, 38-29, in the 
season opener for both teams. 

The Slaters, coming off four 
consecutive trips to the D-II finals, 
outscored the Eagles 16-5 in the 
opening quarter and led at the half, 
27-13. 

Brittney Love (13 points) and 
Sabelle Cole (six) led a balanced 

Fair Haven attack.
Abby Reen scored 13 to lead 

the Eagles, and she and Eliza Bent 
each pulled down nine rebounds. 

The Eagles’ Tuesday home game 
vs. Burr & Burton was postponed. 
They are set to play BBA on 
Thursday in Fair Haven at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Slaters’ annual tournament, 
and will have a rematch with the 
host Slaters at 7 p.m. on Saturday.

12/22 MVU at MUHS  .......................7 PM
Boys’ Basketball

12/16 VUHS at Fairfax .................7:30 PM
12/17 U-32 at MUHS ........................7 PM
12/17 Proctor at OV ..........................7 PM
12/17 Spaulding at Mt. Abe ..............7 PM
12/20 Woodstock at OV ....................7 PM
12/21 Mt. Abe at Winooski ................7 PM
12/21 VUHS at Colchester ...............7 PM
12/22 OV at Springfield ....................7 PM
12/23 Richford at VUHS ...................7 PM 
12/23 Colchester at MUHS ...............7 PM

Girls’ Basketball
12/16 Mt. Abe vs. BBA at FHU ....5:30 PM
12/16 OV at Fair Haven (Tourn) .......7 PM

12/17 Milton at VUHS .......................7 PM
12/17 U-32 at MUHS ........................7 PM
12/18 OV vs. BBA @ FHU ...........5:30 PM
12/18 Mt. Abe at Fair Haven .............7 PM
12/20 VUHS at Winooski ..................7 PM
12/21 Mt. Abe at OV .........................7 PM
12/21 Fair Haven at MUHS ..............7 PM
12/22 Hazen at VUHS ......................7 PM
12/23 U-32 at Mt. Abe .......................7 PM

Gymnastics
12/23 MUHS at St. J .........................Noon

Wrestling
12/18 VUHS at Granville Tourn. .....All day
12/21 Spauld/MUHS at VUHS .....5:30 PM
12/22 Mt. Abe at Colchester .............7 PM

Schedule
(Continued from Page 1B)

Fair Haven tops Mount Abe girls

Panthers
(Continued from Page 1B)

BRIEFS

Wrestling
(Continued from Page 1B)

other.”
Critically, the Tigers 

outrebounded the Otters, 15-8, in 
the decisive fourth quarter, and 
overall by 49-37, including team 
rebounds. Turner and Sellers did 
much of that damage, with help 
from guards Ivy Doran and Cady 
Pitner and forward Alex Bonavita. 

OV held its own on the boards 
in the two quarters in which it 
outscored MUHS, with Keith, 

Jackson and Peduto faring the 
best. But the taller Tigers earned 
rebounding margins in the second 
and fourth quarters. 

“That was the very thing we 
talked about,” Counter said. “It’s 
our Achilles’ heel. We know it. We 
have moments, but it’s something 
we have to get better at.”

Both coaches also know their 
teams must take better care of 
the ball, although the first quarter 
can probably be explained by 

first-game jitters as well as the 
team’s aggressive player-to-player 
defenses. The teams combined for 
three points and an evenly split 17 
turnovers that quarter. 

The Otters scored those three 
points, an Elena Politano free 
throw and Anna Lee’s late layup. 
The Tigers compounded their 
offensive woes by missing four 
free throws and a few good looks. 

Keith hit two free throws to 
open the second quarter, and it was 

5-0. Finally, at 7:05, Sellers sank 
a three-pointer, and her two free 
throws at 3:45 tied the game. 

OV kept misfiring and the Tigers 
kept rebounding (a 14-7 edge in 
the period), and when Tiger senior 
guard Viviana Hammond drilled 
a three-pointer to make it 8-5, 
Counter called for time at 3:20. 

It didn’t slow the Tigers: Senior 
Sophie Larocue and Pitner tossed 
in threes, and the Tiger lead grew 
to 14-5. Peduto sank a late jumper 
to make it 14-7 at the break.

Sellers and Lee traded hoops in 
the first three minutes of the third 
period, and the Tigers seemed in 
control, 19-11, especially when 
Lee left with an injury at 4:49 just 
after scoring.

Instead, Keith sparked a rally. 
After Lee’s hoop, Ryleigh LaPorte 
hit a free throw, and Keith went 
coast-to-coast with a rebound 
to make it 19-14. At 2:21, Keith 
stole the ball in the Tiger end, was 
fouled while hitting a layup and 
completed the three-point play: 
19-17. 

OV completed the quarter with a 
Peduto jumper and a LaPorte free 
throw. The Otters had retaken the 
lead, 20-19. 

Then it was the Tigers’ turn. 
Turner grabbed an offensive board 
to open the fourth and fed Sellers, 
who was fouled and hit two free 
throws at 6:50. MUHS never 
trailed again. 

Fifteen seconds later, Turner hit 
a layup from Pitner in transition, 
and at 5:49 Turner stole the ball 
and scored in transition. The Tigers 
led, 25-20.

Turner said the Tigers believed 
in their game plan entering the 
period and kept their focus. 

“We knew we had to stick with 
the game and work hard,” Turner 
said. “We kept our composure, and 
we found the opportunities to push 
it up the court.”

Peduto hit a jumper at 4:30 to 

TIGER JUNIOR GUARD Makayla Swan tries to make a baseline move against the defense of OV senior Alice Keith during Friday’s girls’ 
basketball game at MUHS. The Tigers went on a fourth-quarter run to pull out a 35-28 victory. 

Independent photo/John S. McCright

Basketball
(Continued from Page 1B)

OTTER JUNIOR GUARD Elena Politano drives on Tiger junior guard Cady Pitner during Friday’s game 
at MUHS. The Tigers prevailed, 35-28, in what was the opener for both girls’ basketball teams. 

Independent photo/John S. McCright (See OV, MUHS, Page 3B)
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rods) with me and a good selection 
of flies (so I have a chance of eating 
something other than berries). And 
either a Jetboil stove with a large 
supply of isobutane, or perhaps 
a BioLite stove so I can cook 
with little wood chips while also 
charging the numerous electronic 
devices I’ll have with me as I 
practice “roughing it.” Give me a 
few more minutes and 
I’ll add even more to 
that list. By the time 
my list is complete, 
it will be a whole lot 
longer than a camel’s 
hair robe with a leather 
belt.

I actually did 
spend parts of several 
weeks “surviving” 
in wilderness Alaska 
this past summer, 
while co-teaching an 
environmental writing 
class. While camping 
by the ocean in 
Kachemak Bay State 
Park, not far from 
Grewingk Glacier, we 
found, harvested and dined on wild 
peas, as well as salmonberries and 
black currants. One night I even 
managed to land a salmon while 
fishing off the beach. The salmon 
made for a really delicious meal, 
though it would not have provided 
more than a bite or two for each of 
the 13 of us. Thankfully a passing 
commercial fishing boat threw a 
couple more salmon to us to add 
to our dinner. And the berries and 
wild peas would have left us quite 
hungry had the former not been 
mixed with our instant oatmeal and 
the latter with the potatoes, carrots 
and onions we brought with us.

A week later, we had a similar 
experience in Lake Clark National 
Park, sleeping in tents in the 
middle of bear country a one-hour 
flight by small plane from the road 
system and the nearest restaurant. 
When I say “sleeping in tents,” I 
mean the students were sleeping 
in tents. The three teachers slept in 
the cozy confines of a wood cabin 
— a luxury we greatly appreciated 
the third night when we were hit by 
heavy downpours. We did ate some 
of the red currants and watermelon 

berries we found. They went nicely 
with our backpacking dinners and 
bags of dried mangos.  

Had I found any wild honey — 
and a way of harvesting it without 
getting stung — I gladly would 
have feasted on that also. As for the 
locusts, however, I’ll take a pass. 
Sure, an insect or two has made it 
into my mouth now and then while 
I’ve been out biking and fishing. 

And yes, I’ve seen 
the Viggo Mortenson 
movie “Hidalgo” 
in which “Frank 
Hopkins” survives the 
aftermath of a locust 
swarm by eating some 
of the locusts. But 
intentionally making 
a meal of them? Not 
once has that been 
a part of imagined 
wilderness survival 
experience. 

And that brings me 
back the Christmas 
story and to John the 
Baptist eating locusts 
and wild honey 
while living in the 

wilderness. The accounts of the life 
of Jesus appearing in Matthew’s 
and Mark’s gospels both mention 
these details about John’s clothing 
and diet. And while the wilderness 
part of John’s life doesn’t take 
place until 30 years after the more 
famous Christmas story — the part 
about the birth of the baby Jesus 
in a manger in Bethlehem — John 
is still involved in the story right 
from the start. Luke’s account 
of Jesus’s life brings us back six 
months before Jesus’s birth to the 
birth of his cousin John. It is this 
same John who will grow up to be 
the wilderness-survival, camel’s-
hair-wearing, locust-eating fellow 
named John the Baptist. 

Now those who head to the 
wilderness for a survival experience 
generally have some motivation. 
For some modern folks, the motive 
is something simple, like the 
enjoyment of quiet and solitude, 
and a break from the trappings of 
modern industrial life. For others, 
it might be proving themselves, or 
maybe gaining fame, or possibly 
getting endorsements of some 
of those manufacturers of the 

high-tech gear that enabled them 
to survive comfortably in the 
wilderness. (My own motivation 
is usually a mix of the beauty 
and solitude, and the sort of good 
fishing that often requires distance 
from civilization.) 

John’s motives were different. 
His task in life was getting the 
world ready for Jesus, who was 
to be the savior of the world: the 
creator God himself taking on 
human form and entering his own 
creation. And one way John sought 
to get people ready for Jesus was 
to tell them to stop doing evil 
things and to do good instead. Stop 
stealing. Stop oppressing. Stop 
cheating people. Stop using power 
for selfish gain. Don’t make false 
accusations. Live contently rather 
than with greed. Share with one 
another and be generous.

The “them” who were doing evil 
things included a lot of powerful 
government leaders (like King 
Herod), who used their power in 
corrupt and oppressive ways. And 
calling out powerful leaders for 
corruption is always a dangerous 
thing. John’s wilderness life 
didn’t allow him to escape notice. 
Indeed, it seemed to bring him 
some extra attention. And in the 
end, it wasn’t wilderness itself 
that proved the most dangerous, 
but the corrupt power structures 
of civilization. Not heat or cold, 
or wild animals, or lack of food, 
but the execution order of the king 
cost John his life. Or, we might say, 
John’s commitment to speaking an 
unpopular truth is what cost him. 

Although I still sometimes 
dream of it, in the end I have no 
intention of ever attempting a real 
wilderness survival experience. I’ll 
stick with my comfortable short-
term camping trips with my high-
tech gear, abundant food supply 
and fishing equipment. My older 
brother who lived in Alaska for 
several years is fond of pointing 
out that Alaskan wilderness offers 
numerous ways for somebody to 
die. And I believe him. Though in 
the end, maybe wilderness isn’t as 
dangerous as I might think. At least 
not in comparison with standing 
up for the oppressed while make 
powerful people uncomfortable.

give OV hope, but the Tigers’ 
dominance on the boards paid 
off with putbacks by Turner and 
Sellers. At 3:00, OV called a 
timeout, down by 29-22. But after 
an OV turnover, Sellers hit two 
more free throws. 

Down the stretch, OV got four 
Keith free throws and a basked by 
JoAnna Ray, but another Turner 
hoop and two Pitner free throws 
offset those points. 

Keith scored 11 to lead OV, 
followed by Jackson with eight and 
Peduto with six. 

OV played without injured senior 
Riley Keith, and LaPorte and Alice 
Keith missed recent practices with 
injuries. 

Counter said he was confident 
his team would improve, especially 
with better health. 

“I couldn’t be happier with the 

girls’ effort,” Counter said. “We’ve 
got some learning to go, but the girls 
are hungry, and they’ll come in and 
we’ll see what they can bring.”

Altemose said the Tigers will 
work to take better care of the 
ball. He praised his bench and 
their resilience and maturity in the 
fourth quarter.

“In the past I would have had to 
take a ton of timeouts and talk them 
through everything. And they were 
for the most part able to handle that 
late-game stuff all on their own,” 
he said. “They attacked and played 
with confidence, and that’s a step 
forward for us.”

Turner said the Tigers “work 
really hard in practice to make sure 
we have tough defense,” and were 
happy to open on a positive note.

“It was very exciting,” she said. 
“I’m really glad we started the 
season off like this.”

Dickerson
(Continued from Page 1B)

OV, MUHS
(Continued from Page 2B) ESSEX TOPS TIGERS

MUHS did not fare so well on 
Tuesday, when visiting D-I foe 
Essex came away with a 60-24 
victory.

Nine Hornets scored, led by 
Paige Winter with 24 points. 

Sellers paced the Tigers with 
eight points and 12 boards, and 
Doran added seven points and six 
boards.

“We played hard. Essex was 
good,” Altemose said in an email. 
“If this challenge translates to 
us pushing each other harder in 
practice, then we can say it was a 
valuable experience, even though 
we lost.”

While camping 
by the ocean 
in Kachemak 
Bay State 
Park, not far 
from Grewingk 
Glacier, 
we found, 
harvested 
and dined on 
wild peas, 
as well as 
salmonberries 
and black 
currants.

SOMETHING CATCHES THE attention of both players as Otter 
Valley’s Alice Keith dribbles passed Middlebury’s Ivy Doran during 
the second half of Friday’s game.

Independent photo/John S. McCright

Memorial Sports Center
296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT

802-388-1238
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Upcoming Events

SKATE SHARPENING
AVAILABLE DURING ALL EVENTS

Thursday, December 16, 2021
Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am

Friday, December 17, 2021
Stick & Puck 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Saturday, December 18, 2021
Public Skating 3:00 - 4:30 pm 
Monday December 20, 2021

Stick & Puck 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Tuesday, December 21, 2021
Public Skating 8:00 - 9:45 am

Stick & Puck 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Thursday, December 23, 2021

Public Skating 9:00 - 11 am
Stick & Puck 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm

Sunday, December 26, 2021
Public Skating 2:30 - 4:00 pm 
Tuesday, December 28, 2021
Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am
Thursday, December 30, 2021
Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am
Thursday, December 31, 2021

Free Public Skating 7:00 - 8:30 pm

 Published schedules subject to change. 
See MSC website for latest updates
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P.O. Box 66, Middlebury, Vt.  •  802-385-1911
www.acornenergycoop.com

Happy Holidays!
Looking forward to a green
and sustainable New Year.

By EMMA COTTON
VTDigger.org

Horizon Organic, which plans 
to stop taking milk from Northeast 
producers, has announced it will 
extend contracts by six months, 
giving farmers more time to find 
new markets. 

Last August, 89 organic farmers 
who sell their milk to Horizon — 
including 28 in Vermont — received 
a letter informing them that their 
contracts with the company would 
end on Aug. 31, 2022. With an 
already-flooded market, several 
producers have told VTDigger they 
wonder whether their farms will be 
able to survive the blow. 

At the time, Danone, the global 
company that owns Horizon, said 
servicing farms in the Northeast 
is difficult and expensive, and 
the company planned to connect 
with more farms in other areas 
of the country that better fit their 
footprint. The company reported 
annual revenue of about $27 billion 
in 2020. 

In a letter to Vermont officials on 
Monday, Danone Vice President 
Chris Adamo announced a four-part 
plan designed to “ease the impact of 
our transition on the organic dairy 
community.” 

The plan includes:
• Optional six-month contract 

extensions, which would end Feb. 
28, 2023.

• A “transition payment,” given 
per hundredweight on the milk from 
the affected producers during the 
last six months of the agreement. 
This payment also will be available 
to farmers who stopped producing 
for Danone after receiving the 
nonrenewal notification for their 
last six months of production with 
the company. 

• Free access to financial 
consultants who specialize in 
agriculture. 

• An offer to “explore co-
investment solutions” with regional 
partners that would address the 
systemic issues that prompted 
the company’s departure, such 
as building a cooperative for a 
dedicated fleet of milk haulers in 
the Northeast.

“At first blush, we’re encouraged 
by this, because it does give all of 

us, including the farmers, a little 
more breathing room,” said Anson 
Tebbetts, secretary of the Vermont 
Agency of Agriculture, Food and 
Markets. 

Solutions to the problem could 
involve setting up new processing 
centers in the region, or other 
organic processors could agree to 
take on more farmers, Tebbetts said. 
Six months would be 
a valuable amount of 
time to secure those 
measures, he said. 

In an attempt 
to find or create 
markets for the 
farmers, the Agency 
of Agriculture 
and the Northeast 
Dairy Business 
Innovation Center 
will send a suite of 
recommendations to 
the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture 
later this week, 
Tebbetts said. The 
recommendations are a product of 
work by a task force partially led by 
U.S. Rep. Peter Welch, D-Vt.

Welch and U.S. Sen. Patrick 
Leahy, D-Vt., both received 
Monday’s letter from Danone. The 
two were among a band of Northeast 
lawmakers who penned another 
letter to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture in September, urging it 
to close a loophole in the national 
regulations that put the region’s 
farmers at a disadvantage. 

Specifically, they urged the 
USDA to more strongly enforce a 
rule that dictates the amount of time 
animals need to spend grazing and 
to close the Origin of Livestock 
loophole, which allows farmers 
to raise livestock using traditional 
practices before transferring 
animals to the organic program as 
adults. Both measures would level 
the playing field between larger 
farms, often located in the West and 
Midwest, and smaller farms found 
throughout the Northeast. 

Many, including lawmakers 
and state officials, have wondered 
whether those two relaxed rules 
were part of why Danone exited the 
Northeast. 

In an interview, Adamo said 

Danone can’t find enough drivers 
to take on the “challenging routes” 
and trek overnight to the processing 
plant in western New York. 

The company has advocated 
for the Origin of Livestock rule, 
Adamo said, and the company 
sent letters in 2019 and 2021 to the 
USDA expressing that support.

“We believe that the potentially 
i n c o n s i s t e n t 
interpretation and 
enforcement of the 
origin of livestock 
regulation can 
create significant 
economic disparities 
across the organic 
dairy industry. 
…  Therefore, we 
are grateful that 
USDA reopened 
this proposed rule 
and we support 
its finalization to 
ensure equity so 
that all farms are 
raising their herds 

consistently,” said the 2019 letter, 
which was reviewed by VTDigger. 

As it terminates contracts with the 
89 farmers in the Northeast, Adamo 
said the company is taking on about 
50 new farms in states closer to its 
processing plant, such as New York 
and Pennsylvania. All 50 are “small 
family farms” of comparable size 
to the farms it’s bumping from the 
program, he said.

Welch said Danone needs to do 
more for the farmers it’s leaving 
behind.

While it’s “good news” that 
farmers will have some additional 
time and money, Welch said in a 
statement, “the bad news is that 
many of our farmers will still be left 
in the dark after the additional six 
months.” 

“Danone knows that leaving our 
farmers behind is wrong, and they 
have the capacity to provide real 
support for the folks that have done 
so much for them — it’s why they 
have adjusted their exit strategy in 
the face of public pressure,” Welch 
wrote. “Danone should step up and 
do more — they should follow this 
offer with a more substantive and 
detailed effort to invest in family 
farms across the Northeast.”

By FRED THYS, VTDigger.org
Some 482 Vermont dairy farms 

will receive an extra $23 million 
in subsidies through a federal 
program next year.

“The feed cost calculation 
has long been too low, failing 
to accurately account for the 
costs incurred by dairy farmers 
in Vermont and the Northeast in 
particular,” said U.S. Sen. Patrick 
Leahy, D-Vt., who chairs the 
Appropriations Committee, in a 
press release. “This change will 
benefit farmers now and in the 
future at a time when input costs 
continue to increase at the farm 
level.

“I applaud Secretary (of 
Agriculture) Tom Vilsack for 
working quickly to improve the 
safety net and provide much-
needed relief to producers in 
Vermont and across the country.”

The Dairy Margin Coverage 

program is a safety net for small 
dairy farms, farms that produce 
less than 5 million pounds of 
milk per year — generally, farms 
that have about 200 cows or less. 
About 73 percent of Vermont 
dairy farms enroll in the program, 
and Vermont farms receive an 
average of $47,500 from the 
program.

Among them is Liberty Hill 
Farm in Rochester, where Beth 
Kennett, her husband and her son 
milk 112 Holsteins. Kennett said 
the pandemic has caused milk 
prices to fall. 

“There was a huge drop in 
milk price last year with all of 
the schools, restaurants and 
institutions closed and export 
closed,” Kennett said. “So the 
Dairy Margin Coverage program 
was extremely important.” 

Kennett and her family grow 
their own hay, but machinery, fuel 

and labor factor into how much it 
costs to make that hay.

“We have not been able to 
cover our costs of production 
for several years,” Kennett said. 
“The changes to this program will 
certainly help us work towards 
covering the rising input costs.”

Because of a change in how 
cattle feed costs are calculated, 
Vermont farmers will also be 
eligible for an additional $3.1 
million in retroactive payments 
for 2020 and 2021. 

Leahy, who is also the most 
senior member of the Agriculture 
Committee, has been pushing for 
the changes.

In addition to changing the way 
it calculates farmers’ costs for 
cattle feed, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture is allowing farmers 
to get reimbursed for increased 
milk production since 2014. 

Horizon to stay a little longer
Organic dairy farms get 6 more months to find a market

Small dairies get bigger margin subsidy

(See Dairy subsidies, Page 5B)

ANSON  TEBBETTS
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88 Seymour St., Middlebury • 802-388-7000

WOOD PELLETS FORWOOD PELLETS FOR
EVERYONE’S NEEDS!EVERYONE’S NEEDS!

HARDWOODHARDWOOD
SOFTWOODSOFTWOOD

BLENDSBLENDS
Pick up or Delivered Pricing!

Call us today
to place your order!

Todd & Dawn
Larry • Chris • Kevin • Grady

4373 VT Route 17 West, Addison • 802-759-2562

REED’S 
EQUIPMENT

Thank you for your business in 2021 and we look forward to working with you in 2022.

Wishing you and your family 
a safe and happy holiday season.

Season’sSeason’s
GreetingsGreetings

from everyone at

Leahy helped establish the 
Dairy Margin Coverage program 
in the 2018 Farm Bill. It works 
like crop insurance, providing free 
catastrophic coverage to farmers as 
well as additional coverage farmers 
pay for, based on their farm’s 
production history. It allows farmers 
to insure against rises in feed costs, 
falls in milk prices, or both.
How it works at the Corse farm

Leon Corse, who raises cows 
with his daughter on the Corse Farm 
Dairy in Whitingham, said they 
paid around $1,200 in premiums 
for this year’s coverage, the highest 
they could buy. The insurance paid 
off more than $20,000 because the 
difference between the nationally 
calculated cost of conventional 
feed and the national price of 
conventional milk was smaller than 
what they had insured for. 

The Corses insured against the 
difference between the national 
price of conventional milk and the 

national price of conventional feed 
dropping below $9.50 for every 
100 pounds of milk. Because the 
difference in price dropped below 
$9.50 most months, they were able 
to collect insurance. 

Because the Corse farm is 
organic, they are getting a little 
more for milk than it costs them, 
but the cost of organic grain and 
fuel are increasing.

“A farmer is the only business 
person in society that buys all of his 
inputs at retail and sells what he has 
to sell at wholesale,” Corse said. 

The Corses have worked their 
farm since 1868. They ship milk 
to Organic Valley. They milk about 
50 cows and raise all of their 40 or 
so young cows. They have been 
rotationally grazing since the 1960s, 
which means that they move their 
cows to new grass every 12 hours. 
Their grass is organic perennial 
native mix from permanent sod.

“We haven’t had a plow in the 
ground for 40 years,” said Corse’s 

daughter, Abbie Corse. “We’re 
trying to manage for, pardon the 
pun, whatever organically grows. 
We’re at 2,000 feet, so nothing 
grows here well except for cows 
and grass.”

The USDA has calculated a cost 
of feed based on a mix of corn, 
soybean meal and alfalfa hay. Until 
2019, the Agriculture Department 
used the price of conventional 
alfalfa hay to calculate feed costs. 
In 2019, it switched to using a mix 
of the price of conventional alfalfa 
and premium alfalfa to calculate 
feed costs. This did not accurately 
reflect the real cost of feed so, from 
now on, the cost will be calculated 
using only the price of premium 
alfalfa.

“Those are significant changes,” 
Kennett said. 

Farmers can figure out how much 
insurance coverage would cost for 
their dairy operation by using an 
online tool at dmc.dairymarkets.
org/#.

Quittin’ time
TWO YOUNG COWS finish off their day outside before heading into the barn for the night at a farm 

off Route 17 in New Haven on Tuesday.
Independent photo/Steve James

MONTPELIER — The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture last week 
said it will invest $20.2 million in 
the Dairy Business Innovation (DBI) 
Initiatives. 

Among the grants is money to 
help the Northeast Dairy Business 
Innovation Center.

Created in 2019, DBI provides 
technical assistance and sub-grants 
to dairy farmers and businesses 
across their regions, assisting them 
with business plan development, 
marketing and branding, as well 
as, increasing access to innovative 
production and processing techniques 
to support the development of value-
added products.

“These awards will expand 
the scope of the Dairy Business 
Innovation program and provide 
much-needed support to small dairy 
farms and businesses as they continue 
to recover from the pandemic,” 
said USDA Under Secretary for 
Marketing and Regulatory Programs 
Jenny Moffitt. 

The Northeast Dairy Business 
Innovation Center (NE-DBIC) is 
taking a targeted and intentional 
approach to supporting community 
and climate forward dairy 

production across the 10-state region 
served by this center. Farmers and 
processors will continue to directly 
benefit from opportunities through 
a combination of direct technical 
and business assistance, education, 
access to resources, and grants. 
Over half of total grant funds are 
allocated for innovation — bringing 
emerging ideas and strategies into 
the mainstream and making them 
accessible to farmers and processors 
at all scales across the region. Grants 
to dairy businesses will include 
access to professional marketing 
and branding services, on-farm 
and processor innovation, and 
sustainable packaging innovation.

“At the Northeast Center we 
prioritize projects that have clear 
impacts on dairy resilience, 
adaptability, and continuous 
improvement by making catalytic 
investments in projects that develop 
stronger systems and relationships,” 
said Laura Ginsburg, NE-DBIC 
Center Lead. “The ability to work 
regionally with this funding is a key 
element of the USDA Initiative’s 
success, particularly in the Northeast 
where we are dependent on other 
states for production, processing, 

and consumption; collaborating 
with the other states yields projects 
with greater impacts and long term 
elevation of the region’s dairy 
sector.”

Vermont Sen. Patrick Leahy 
worked as member of the 
Agriculture Committee to establish 
the Dairy Business Innovation 
Initiative in the 2018 Farm Bill and 
has since supported the program’s 
funding as Chairman of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee.

“The importance of this regional 
approach to dairy sector viability 
has been illustrated recently when 
Danone announced that it would 
abandon dozens of organic dairy 
farms in New York, Vermont, New 
Hampshire and Maine” Leahy 
said.  “The Northeast DBIC has 
quickly stepped into the lead, 
coordinating regional efforts to 
help these farmers and achieve 
the best path forward through this 
difficult transition.”

The Northeast DBIC launched 
in February of 2020 and provides 
support to dairy businesses 
through projects that promote the 
development, production, marketing, 
and distribution of dairy products. 

USDA funds dairy through Innovation Center

Dairy subsidies
(Continued from Page 4B)
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MIDDLEBURY LIONS CLUB  
CASH CALENDAR WINNERS

December 2021
Walter Ducharme, Erik Koskinen, Dawn Summer, Phoebe Smith, 
Hannah Hoopaugh, Betty Scott, Victor LaBerge, Craig Dupoise, 
Sarah  Whitney, Stella Andrews, Ashley Mattison, Marfa I. 
Mraz, Richard Seeley, Kristen Wilson, Holly Gero, Nathan 
Paquette, Glenna Wry, Andrea & Kevin Mulligan, Hank Stowe, 
Bob Preseau, John Fallon & Connie Wagner, Jay Smith, Bart & 
Denise Healy, James Cryan & Elizabeth Coogan, Tom Smith, 
Karl Riley, Brett A. Lowry, Earlene Smith, Wynne Pirkkanen, 
Benjamin Huestis, Wayne Clark, Patti Wolff, Cindy Sears

calendarcalendarcommunitycommunity
LINCOLN — Three Christmas 

Eve services will be held at the 
United Church of Lincoln. The 
family-friendly service will start 
at 4 p.m., where pajamas are 
encouraged. Candlelight service 
starts at 7 p.m., and communion 
service will be at 11:30 p.m.

The library will be closed for 
the holidays on Friday, Dec. 24; 
Saturday, Dec. 25; Friday, Dec, 31; 
and Saturday, Jan. 1.
FROM THE TOWN

The following positions will be 
up for election on Town Meeting 
Day, March 1: 

• Selectboard (2-year term)
• Selectboard (3-year term) 
• Town Clerk (1 year)
• Treasurer (1 year)
• 1st Constable (1 year)
• 2nd Constable (1 year),
• Collector of Delinquent Taxes 

(1 year)

• Town Meeting Moderator (1 
year)

• Lister (3 years)
• Library Trustee (3 years, two 

positions available).
Now is the time to gather 

petition signatures if you wish to 
be a candidate. Blank petitions are 
available outside the town office 
door. Submit your completed 
petition to the Town Clerk by 5 
p.m. on Monday, Jan. 24, in order 
to get your name printed on the 
ballot. You are strongly encouraged 
to turn in your petitions early. If you 
have any questions, please contact 
Town Clerk, Sally Ober at  clerk@
lincolnvermont.org or the Vermont 
Secretary of State’s Office.

Until next time … It Always 
Seems Impossible Until It’s Done. 
The Best Time For New Beginnings 
Is Now. We Rise By Lifting Others.

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip? Call Dawn 
Mikkelsen at 453-7029

Area TreesArea Trees
and Wreathsand Wreaths

Midd Night Stroll in Middlebury. 
Thursday, Dec. 16, downtown. 

Middlebury businesses will be open late 
until 8 p.m., so stroll around town and get some 
of your shopping done. Take a break on the new 
plaza around the fountain for free popcorn and 
relax around the fire table. Cross the footbridge 
to view the falls, which will be lit up again this 
year.

Age Well holiday grab and go 
meal in Starksboro. Friday, Dec 17, 

3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church, 
Route 116. Chicken breast stuffed with 

apple cranberry stuffing, mashed potatoes, 
carrots, cranberry sauce, roll, pumpkin cake 
and milk. Call Michelle to reserve by Thursday, 
Dec 9. 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 
and up and their spouse of any age. Free ride 
or pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call 
TVT at 388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48-
hour notice. 

Candy Cane Hunt in Bristol. Friday, Dec. 17, 
Bristol town green. Bundle up to help Santa find 
his lost candy canes. Santa will be arriving at the 
Town Green with his friends from S.D. Ireland in 
a lighted cement mixer at 6 p.m. Prizes will be 
awarded to kids who find 10 candy canes and a 
special prize will be awarded to the person who 
finds the golden candy cane. Free and open to 
the public.

Food distribution in Bristol. Friday, Dec. 17, 5-6 
p.m., St. Ambrose Church, 11 School St. Have 
A Heart food shelf will distribute food to those 
in need. Curbside pick-up only. Unvaccinated 
people need to mask. Newcomers always 
welcome. No sign up — just show up. See you 
there.

Ornament-making in Vergennes. 
Saturday, Dec. 18, 10:30 a.m.-1:30 

p.m., Bixby Memorial Library, 258 Main 
St.. Families can celebrate the holidays by 

making ornaments at a special event at the 
Bixby’s Community Room. Parents can either 
Take-and-Make ornaments at home, or drop in 
and create them at the Bixby Library at the in-
person event.

American Red Cross blood donation in Bristol. 
Saturday, Dec. 18, 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., 
Bristol Recreation Dept., 1 South St. Donors 
are urged to schedule an appointment now 
by using the Red Cross Blood Donor App, 
visiting RedCrossBlood.org or calling 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). There is no 
blood donation waiting period for those who 
have received a flu shot or a Moderna, Pfizer 
or Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine or 
booster, so long as they are symptom-free.

Kids Cafe free movie in Middlebury. Saturday, 
Dec. 18, 12:30-2 p.m., Marquis Theater, 65 
Main St. Catch a kids’ movie for free in the 
Marquis cafe.

Marshmallow Melts and Fire pits Too! in 
Vergennes. Saturday, Dec. 18, 4-6 p.m., City 
green. 

Lumen Celebration of Fire & Light in Bristol. 
Saturday, Dec. 18, downtown. Experience fire 
performers, a lighted walk down Main Street, 
and cozy fires. 

An Evening of Carols with Ronnie Romano 
virtual concert. Saturday, Dec. 18, 6 p.m., 
Zoom. Join pianist Ronnie Romano for an 
evening of carols at the Henry Sheldon 
Museum. The virtual program will feature 
holiday favorites played on Henry L. Sheldon’s 
historic Chickering piano. Ronnie will take 
requests. Pre-register on the Sheldon’s website, 
www.henrysheldonmuseum.org s/holiday-
concert-2021 to receive the Zoom link. Call the 
Sheldon, 802-388-2117 for more information.

Holiday Decorating Contest 
judging in Brandon. Sunday, 

Dec 19, 4 p.m., downtown. Show 
off your decorating talents and compete in 
six different categories: Residential - Currier 
and Ives Division; Residential - Clark W. 
Griswold Division; Downtown Commercial; 
Out of Downtown Commercial; Civic Buildings/
Organizations; and Most Decorated Street. 
More details at  info@brandon.org call Colleen 
at 802-247-3635 X211. 

Trolley Rides in Bristol. Sunday, Dec. 19, 11 
a.m.-2 p.m., Holley Hall, 1 South St. Join the 
Bristol Recreation Department and Pat Palmer 
for a free winter trolley ride around town on. 
Rides start and end at the Holley Hall, donations 
accepted upon arrival. Reservations required 
beginning Monday Dec. 11, 9 a.m., at 802-453-
5885. Maximum of 12 per trolley ride, masks 
required. Maintain physical distance while 
waiting and to stay home if they feel sick.

Celebration of Christmas in Monkton. Sunday, 
Dec. 19, 2 p.m., East Monkton Church, 
405 Church Rd. The East Monkton Church 
Association is sponsoring this annual event 
on the lawn of the East Monkton Church. Join 
us for community Christmas caroling and 
refreshments.

Reverse Holiday Parade in Brandon. Sunday 
Dec 19, 5-6 p.m., around town. A parade where 
the floats (displays) are stationary, and the 
people viewing the parade drive thru. Come and 
see multiple Santa’s, elves, beautiful queens, 
gorgeous lights, all sorts of fun things from the 
warmth of your car. A fun, family-friendly event. 
More info contact Colleen Wright at cwright@
townofbrandon.com.

American Red Cross blood 
donation in Brandon. Monday, 

Dec. 20, noon-5 p.m., Brandon 
Congregational Church, 1 Carver St. Donors 
are urged to schedule an appointment now 
by using the Red Cross Blood Donor App, 
visiting RedCrossBlood.org or calling 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). There is no 
blood donation waiting period for those who 
have received a flu shot or a Moderna, Pfizer 
or Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine or 
booster, so long as they are symptom-free.

The Hunt is on
HELP SANTA FIND his lost candy canes. 

Bundle up and go to the Bristol town 
green on Friday, Dec. 17. Santa will be 
arriving at the Town Green with his friends 
from S.D. Ireland in a lighted cement mixer 
at 6 p.m. Prizes will be awarded to kids 
who find 10 candy canes and a special 
prize will be awarded to the person who 
finds the golden candy cane. 
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American Red Cross blood 
donation in Vergennes. Tuesday, 

Dec. 21, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Victory Baptist 
Church, 862 Route 7. Donors are urged to 
schedule an appointment now by using the Red 
Cross Blood Donor App, visiting RedCrossBlood.
org or calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767). There is no blood donation waiting 
period for those who have received a flu shot 
or a Moderna, Pfizer or Johnson & Johnson 
COVID-19 vaccine or booster, so long as they 
are symptom-free.

Story time with Santa in Bristol. 
Thursday, Dec. 23, 10:30 a.m., Holley 

Hall, 1 South St. Come to story time in 
Holley Hall with the Lawrence Memorial Library 
and a special guest — Santa Claus. 

Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro. 
Thursday, Dec. 23, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist 
Church, Route 116. Please stay in your car. Drive 
up, check-in, contact free pick up. Pot roast with 
mashed potatoes, carrots, and gravy, dinner roll, 
chocolate raspberry cake and milk. Call Michelle 
to reserve by Sunday, Dec. 19. 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to 

inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice. 

Little City Light Tour in Vergennes. 
Friday, Dec. 24-Saturday, Jan. 1 

Self-guided. Map will be online at 
VergennesDowntown.org. Through Jan. 1.

American Red Cross blood 
donation in Middlebury. Tuesday, 

Dec. 28, 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., 
Middlebury EMS Building, 55 Collins Dr. 
Donors are urged to schedule an appointment 
now by using the Red Cross Blood Donor App, 
visiting RedCrossBlood.org or calling 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). There is no 
blood donation waiting period for those who 
have received a flu shot or a Moderna, Pfizer 
or Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine or 
booster, so long as they are symptom-free.

Age Well grab and go meal in Bridport. Tuesday, 
Dec. 28, 11:15 a.m., Bridport Congregational 
Church Hall, Middle Rd. Chicken breast stuffed 
with apple cranberry stuffing, mashed potatoes, 
carrots, cranberry sauce, roll, pumpkin cake and 
milk. Call Michelle to reserve by Thursday, Dec. 
22. 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and 
up and their spouse of any age. Free ride or 
pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call TVT 
at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires a 48-
hour notice. 

Ilsley Teens: DIY English muffin 
pizzas in Middlebury. Thursday, 

Dec. 30, 1 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 
75 Main St. Ditch the winter blues, grab your 
friends, and head to the library to make English 
muffin pizzas. For ages 13-18.

Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro. 
Thursday, Dec. 30, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist 
Church, Route 116. Please stay in your car. Drive 
up, check-in, contact free pick up. Pot roast, with 
mashed potatoes, carrots, and gravy, dinner roll, 
chocolate raspberry cake and milk. Call Michelle 
to reserve by Sunday, Dec. 26. 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery 
may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to 
inquire. TVT requires 48-hour notice.

“Shepherd: The Story of a Jewish Dog” on 

TUESDAYdec
21

THURSDAYdec
23

FRIDAYdec
24

TUESDAYdec
28

THURSDAYdec
30

screen in Middlebury. Thursday, Dec. 30, 7 
p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. 
From award winning director Lynn Roth, this film 
sensitively portrays the timeless and unbreakable 
bond between a boy and his faithful dog as it is 
put to the ultimate test in 1930s Germany. When 
the Nuremberg Laws are passed forbidding Jews 
to own pets, Kaleb, a German Shepherd, is 
separated from his Jewish family and his beloved 
10 year old master, Joshua. What follows is a 
story of love and courage during an unforgettable 
time in history seen through the eyes and 
perspective of a dog. More info at mnff.org or 
townhalltheater.org.

New Year’s Eve fireworks and ice 
skating in Middlebury. Friday, Dec. 

31, beginning at 6:30 p.m., Middlebury 
Rec Field, Mary Hogan Dr. American Legion 

Post 27 is sponsoring this year’s New Year’s Eve 
fireworks and ice skating .Fireworks will begin 
at approximately 6:30 p.m. When they’re done  
head over to the Memorial Sports Center and 
enjoy  free ice skating from 7-8:30 p.m. 

HEALTH & WELLNESS
Al-Anon meetings in Middlebury. 

For a list of online meetings visit 
vermontalanonalateen.org. Online Sundays, 7:15 
p.m. and Wednesdays, 1:30 p.m. If you’d like to 
speak to an Al-Anon member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and an Al-Anon member 
will call you back. 

Beginner Tai Chi for Fall Prevention (Parts 1&2) 
in Vergennes. Tuesdays and Thursdays, Sept. 
7-Oct. 28, 9:30-10:30 a.m., St. Peter’s Catholic 
Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Contact: Dan 
Bagley at bagzs@yahoo.com and Lee Francis 
lhfrancis839@gmail.com and Beverly Blakeney 
beverlyblakeney@gmail.com.

In-Depth Tai Chi for Fall Prevention in Vergennes. 
Thursdays, Sept. 9-Oct. 28, 10:45 a.m.-11:45 a.m., 
St. Peter’s Catholic Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. 
Contact: Dan Bagley at bagzs@yahoo.com and 
Lee Francis lhfrancis839@gmail.com and Beverly 
Blakeney beverlyblakeney@gmail.com.

Sun Style 73 Tai Chi in Middlebury. Wednesdays, 
Sept. 15-Dec. 8, 10-11:30 a.m., Middlebury Rec 
Center, 154 Creek Rd. To sign up contact instructors 
Doreen Peterson at doreenvermont@gmail.com, 
or Beverly Blakeney at beverlyblakeney@gmail.
com.

Sun Style 73 Tai Chi in Vergennes. Tuesdays, 
Sept. 7-Oct. 26, 10:45 a.m.-noon, St. Peter’s 
Catholic Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Contact: Dan 
Bagley at bagzs@yahoo.com and Lee Francis 
lhfrancis839@gmail.com and Beverly Blakeney 
beverlyblakeney@gmail.com.

Virtual Diabetes self-management program. 
Tuesdays, Oct. 26-Dec. 7, 4- 6:30 p.m., Zoom. 
Free. For questions or to register, contact Courtney 
Thorn at 802-388-8860 or cthorn@portermedical.
org .

Yoga Philosophy virtual discussion with 
Prem Prakash. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., Zoom. 
Go to Ilsley Public Library website to register: 
ilsleypubliclibrary.org.

ARTS, CRAFTS & IDEAS
The Makery Sewing lab. Thursdays, 5-9 p.m., The 

Makery at Hannaford Career Center, 51 Charles 
Ave. Get your questions answered and learn 
new skills from our kind and talented Mentors. 
All levels are welcome from never used a sewing 
machine to advanced pattern making. Limit of 4 
participants. Registration required. Free, $5 Drop-
In Fee or Membership Cards. Select what works 
best for you. More info at hannafordcareercenter.
org/the-makery.

FRIDAYdec
31

CALENDARONLINE
addisonindependent.com

ONGOING EVENTS

Balsam Fir Christmas Trees & Wreaths

6 - 8ft. Trees $22-$50

PRE-CUT OR YOU 
CHOOSE & CUT

Open starting Nov. 19th : Fri., Sat. and Sun. 9-3
Details at sinclairfamilytreefarm.com

367 Selden Mill Road, Ripton 802-388-5499

info@addisoncountypcc.org • addisoncountypcc.org • 388-3171

Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center
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The Vergennes Congregational Church
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

We are an Open and Affi rming Christian Community seeking to be a place of 
sanctuary, healing, inclusion, challenge and compassion. No matter who you are 

or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.  

30 South Water St., Vergennes, VT • 802-877-2435 
vucc@vergennesucc.org     www.vergennesucc.org

Join us on Sundays for Worship and 
Children’s Sunday School  @ 9:30 am

CHRISTMAS EVENTS:
Family Christmas Pageant 

12/19 @ 9:30 am

Christmas Eve Family Service 
@ 4 pm

Christmas Eve Traditional Service 
@ 7 pm

Worship with us in person or online. Check out the livestream on our Facebook page.

KAITLYN LITTLE

VERGENNES — Kaitlyn Little, 
daughter of Chrystal Little of 
Vergennes, has received this year’s 
DAR Good Citizen’s Award. Each 
year a Vergennes Union High 
School senior is chosen for the 
award. Initially, faculty members 
nominate three seniors. Then the 
senior class elects one of those 
three as their Good Citizen. 

The DAR Good Citizen’s Award 
recognizes a student that possesses 
the qualities of dependability, 
service, leadership, and patriotism 
to an outstanding degree. This 
student has the opportunity to 
apply for a scholarship as well. 

The award is sponsored by the 
local Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Seth Warner-Rhoda 
Farrand Chapter and is intended to 
encourage and reward the qualities 
of good citizenship. 

ADDISON COUNTY — The 
Middlebury Flag Football Board 
(MFF) would like to publicly thank 
its many volunteers who made this 
past year a success. Our motto is 
“Safety, Sportsmanship and Fun.” 
This year, MFF served 110 youths of 
the greater Middlebury Community. 
The program could not 
run without the time, 
energy, commitment and 
dedication of its volunteers. 
Thank you!

1st-3rd Graders (30 
players): Tony and Jerry Niemo.

4th Graders (14 players): Peter 
Brakeley, Scott Sperry, Donny 
Patterson, Laurent Lussier, Brian 
Cadoret, Bobby Sunderland and 
Don Giotti.

5th-6th Graders (35 players): 
Champlain Valley Equipment — 
Josh Stearns and Andrew Peet; 
Forth ‘N Goal (now the Middlebury 
Shop) — Darcy Trudeau and Cullen 
Hathaway; Nino’s — Richard 
Audet, Tim Whitney and Dean 
Rheaume. 

Bristol (18 players): Dennis 
Relyea, Matt Duval, Taylor Bessette, 
Tawnee Porter, Jason Kittredge, Jeff 
Mayo and Matt Van Voorst.

Brandon (23 players): Duke 
Whitney, Daniel Whitney, Kevin 
Blier, Gary Benoit and Scott 
Quenneville.

7th-8th Graders (36 players): 
Carrara — Scott Bougor, K.C. 
Bullock and Isaiah Bullock; G. 
Stone — Kevin Cummings and 
Todd Desabrais; MacIntyre’s — 
Brian Sperry and Gabe Laberge; 
Monument Farms — Richard 
Audet, Roland Audet and Matt Carl.

Officiating Crew: Scott 
Sperry, Eric Kaufmann, 
Trey Kaufmann, Kyle 
Lussier, Laurent Lussier, 
Donny Patterson, Nick 
Lawes, Will Mackey, 

Paul Cherrier, Duke Whitney, 
Tim Whitney, Scott Bougor, Todd 
Desabrias, Kevin Cummings, Brian 
Whitley, Sam Warren, Nikolai 
Luksch, Jae Davis, Ryan Thomas-
Danyow and Jordan Martin.

Board of Directors: Peter 
Brakeley, June Kaufmann, Laurent 
Lussier, Peter James, Dennis Smith, 
Sean Farrell, Bob Ritter, Erin Quinn, 
Grover Usilton, Todd Desabrais and 
Scott Sperry.

Middlebury Parks and Recreation 
Dept.: Dustin Hunt and Scott 
Bourne.

Special thanks: Lucie Desabrais 
Noble of Desabrais Laundry for 
washing all of our gear at the end 
of the season. Gratis! Paris Rinder-
Goddard of Fire and Ice Restaurant 
for his generous contribution to the 
program.

Little receives good citizen award

Program thankful for volunteers

Notes
of appreciation

MONKTON — The East 
Monkton Church Association is 
hosting a 2021 Celebration of 
Christmas on Dec. 19, at 2 p.m. 
at the East Monkton Church, 405 
Church Road. This is a popular 
event that has become a time for the 
community to gather for music and 
fellowship. 

This year’s program will be 
“People’s Choice Christmas 
Caroling,” followed by refreshments. 

We will gather on the lawn where 
social distancing and ventilation are 
possible to help minimize the risk of 
the spread of COVID-19.

There is no charge for the 
event, but donations are greatly 
appreciated.  All funds are used for 
the restoration and maintenance of 
the building. Please note there are 
no restroom facilities at the church. 
Call 802-453-7575 if you have 
questions. 

NEWS

Monkton Have a news tip?
Call Liz Pecor

at 453-2180

It’s time to get out
those bird feeders

MONTPELIER — The advent 
of cold weather means it’s almost 
bird feeder season. If you’re getting 
your bird feeders ready and stocking 
up on suet, seed and other treats, 
the Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department recommends waiting 
to put up bird feeders until Dec. 1 to 
avoid attracting bears. 

Doug Morin, Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife’s bird project leader said, 
“This may be a particularly good 
winter for attracting winter birds 
arriving from Canada, including 
Evening Grosbeaks and Purple 
Finches. Black oil sunflower is a 
good seed choice that will attract a 
variety of birds, and folks may want 
to try other seeds or suet to attract 
certain species. Thistle, for example, 
attracts many of the finches. 
Gardeners will find leaving late-
blooming flowers uncut provides 
seeds which can also attract birds.”

While watching your bird feeders, 
you can participate in one or more 
bird monitoring projects by looking 
up the Audubon Christmas Bird 
Count, the Great Backyard Bird 
Count and Project Feeder Watch 
— all three collect important 
information to understanding bird 
populations.

The Fish and Wildlife Department 
offers these tips for bird-friendly 
bird feeding: 

• Keep cats inside. Domestic cats 
are the leading cause of bird death 
in North America, and feeders can 
make birds particularly easy prey.

BIRD FEEDERS OFFER an 
easy and safe way to interact 
with wildlife. Installing them 
after Dec. 1 limits the potential 
to attract bears.

Photo/John Hall, VTF&W

• Place feeders closer than four 
feet or farther than 10 feet from a 
window.  Being close to, or far from 
a window reduces bird collisions.

• Clean feeders regularly. To 
eliminate harmful bacteria and 
viruses, feeders should be washed 
every few weeks with a 10 percent 
bleach solution, then rinsed and 
allowed to dry before refilling. 

• Feed birds only between Dec. 
1 and April 1, but remove feeders 
if you see signs of bears. Bears 
that learn to get food from people 
will continue to do so, potentially 
leading to property damage and 
dangerous encounters with people, 
which can result in the bear’s 
demise.

SPREAD THE WORD
calender@addisonindependent.com

Otter Valley Union High SchoolMt. Abraham Union High School

Olivia Keith
OVUHS

Annabelle Doucet
MAUHS

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLSSTUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLS

Annabelle Doucet Olivia Keith

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics 

802-388-8999
Middlebury

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
388-6054

M-F 7:15-5:30 & Sat. 8-3
countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

We’ve Got You Covered!

Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations to:

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 
• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5

Annabelle & Olivia
Annabelle
and Olivia

Annabelle & Olivia

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT
802-388-3371

Congratulations

Stop by to grab 
your mug!

Annabelle
and Olivia

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the Week from all area high schools 
will receivea gift certificate from Vermont Book 

Shop and a mug from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!
If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week 

contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Annabelle & Olivia

Annabelle Doucet of Starksboro is Mount Abraham Union High School’s 
Student of the week. She is the daughter of Julia and Derek Doucet, and her 
twin sisters, Emma and Eliza, are in 10th grade at Mt. Abe. 

Anna has made high and highest honors every semester taking challenging 
classes such as AP Literature and Composition and AP European History. 
She has a flair for languages, having studied Spanish throughout high school, 
and adding French last year. She is currently studying abroad in Chaumont, 
France, living with a host family and attending French-speaking school there. 

She has been a member of both Eagle Student Activism and Mt. Abe 
Environmental Action Group and was class secretary last year. She has kept 
active on the Addison Otters Swim Team since she was 8, and was credited 
as a varsity swimmer for grades 9-12. She also played JV soccer in 9th and 
10th grade, and has joined a club in France. 

Anna has held two jobs, which she hopes to continue when she comes 
home in February, at Simon Says in Bristol, and for MAUSD’s Expanded 
Learning Program. She enjoys being able to connect with families in the 
community, especially children. She also volunteers for the Open Door Clinic 
and the Bristol food shelf. Last spring she helped with the vaccination effort 
for the local migrant worker population. 

Anna says she is happiest when she’s able to explore a new place with the 
people she loves. “I’m very passionate about travel,” she says,  “and I love every opportunity to visit a new place or learn 
about a new culture.” She also enjoys writing, photography, studying languages, laughing with friends, and spending time 
with her dogs! 

High school was as much about figuring out her place in the world as it was about her actual classes, she says. While 
there she learned to value her voice more, and about the power of youth in a community. She recognizes that stepping 
out of one’s comfort zone is a real challenge, but it is entirely worth it, whether it’s an academic challenge or otherwise. 

Her college plans include studying international development or political science while keeping up with both French 
and Spanish, and studying abroad as well. Given her experience at Mt. Abe, she is well on her way to achieving those 
goals, and we wish her all the best.

Otter Valley Union High School has selected Olivia Keith as its latest 
Student of the Week. Olivia, or Libby, is from Pittsford, and she brings a 
refreshingly unique perspective to OVUHS. 

Libby is very strong academically and respected for her ability. She 
was inducted into the National Honor Society last spring and says she has 
received “a slew of awards of excellence in a variety of subjects,” including 
Health, Behavioral Science, Geophysics and Advanced History. Since her 
first role as an ensemble member in the musical “The Wedding Singer” 
during her sophomore year, Libby has been involved in theater at Otter 
Valley and has developed a real passion for it. She’s hoping to spend next 
summer in Scotland doing theater.

A part-time job as a hostess at Denny’s keeps her busy when not in 
school or on stage. She has been working there since July and works pretty 
frequently — adding shifts whenever she can to earn funds for her trip to 
Scotland. She also plans to stow her earnings away to help pay for college. 
Libby has also participated in a variety of volunteer work outside of school, 
as well as volunteer work through the NHS. 

Along with theater, Libby loves to write, and is thinking about pursuing 
writing at the post-secondary level. She also spends time drawing digitally 
and binging k-dramas. And she loves to shop!

Libby is a very strong advocate for individuality. “Don’t allow anyone to tell you how to act, dress, present, or anything 
else,” she says. “You are your own individual. If everyone acted and dressed the same, it would be a really boring world.” 
She has forged her own path on those terms here at Otter Valley. 

Once done with high school, Libby is exploring the possibility of studying abroad or finding a school decently far away. 
Wherever she choses, she wants to major in something related to honing her writing skills. The Otter Valley community 
wishes her all the best in what promises to be a bright future for Libby.

802.388.7200 
3 Main St. on the Green • Middlebury, VT

STSTEPHENSMIDD.ORG
Please visit our website for the latest updates on 

Christmas worship and life at St. Stephen’s

HOLIDAY SERVICES:
Christmas Eve, December 24

RSVP is required for all Christmas Eve Services

4 & 7 pm Holy Eucharist with Carols
* 9 pm Festive Holy Eucharist
   with a 20 minute choral prelude
   of carols preceding the service

Christmas Day, December 25
10 am Holy Eucharist with
   Hymns & Carols

First Sunday after Christmas, 
December 26

* 10 am Christmas Lessons  
& Carols Service

* These services will also be 
broadcast on Zoom

Masks are required at all  
in-person services.
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration 
carpentry/contractors
computers
construction
dental services

engineering
excavation
fi rewood
fl ooring

heating &
    air conditioning
home inspections
masonry
paintingBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

1438 S. Brownell Rd. • PO Box 159 • Williston, VT 05495
802-862-5590 • www.gmeinc.biz

Alan Huizenga, P.E., President
Steven L. Palmer, P.E.

Brad Washburn, P. E. • Montpelier

“INNOVATIVE ENGINEERING SOLUTIONS 
WITH A COMMON SENSE APPROACH

DELIVERED TO OUR CLIENTS IN A
PROFESSIONAL, COST EFFECTIVE AND 

PERSONAL MANNER”

ENGINEERING

PLACE YOUR AD HERE

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING FURNACES

DO YOU WINTERIZE HOUSES? 
YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

CALL 802-388-4944

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

Dupont Auto
4087 States Prison Hollow Rd

Monkton Ridge, VT 05469
(802)453-3562 • dupontauto7@gmail.com
Full service shop. We do comprehensive 
Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs from 
Oil Changes to Engine Rebuilds and 
Replacements. Our Body/Collision Shop does 
all levels of repair and restoration. 

24 hour towing and road side service.

DENTAL SERVICES

      Bristol Park Dental

6 PARK PLACE, BRISTOL, VT    802.453.7700

BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

We are here for all of your dental needs, 
and offer the highest quality comprehensive 
care.  We are proud to bring the full range 
of dental services to our community, and to 
be your premiere implant provider.

Where a Happy, Healthy Smile is a Walk in the Park!

Accepting all insurances, and in network with Delta Dental, 
CIGNA, United Concordia, & CBA Blue.  No insurance? 

No problem.  Dental membership plans now available!

The PC Medic of Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont is now offering 

socially-distanced 
computer services.

Call for a remote tune-up 
today, and get your PC
running correctly again!

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor”

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

FLOORING

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.
Interior & Exterior

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free 
Estimates 

References 

Fully 
Insured

Hummingbird
   Paint &
   Carpentry

Interior/Exterior

802-377-2030
New Haven, VT

Fully 
Insured

Free
Estimates

PAINTING

NEED A PAINTER?
BOOK NOW FOR SPRING!

HOME INSPECTIONS

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

YYOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!OUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

FLOORING

ADVERTISE HERE TOADVERTISE HERE TO
FILL YOUR CALENDARFILL YOUR CALENDAR
CALL 802-388-4944.CALL 802-388-4944.

WINTER IS COMING!WINTER IS COMING!

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation 
Insulation • Replacement

Plasma Art • Torches • Welding 
Plasma Table • Duct Cleaning

H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local!   802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation
Insulation • Replacement

Duct Cleaning
H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local! 802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

www.vermontcustommoldings.com

EXCAVATION

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

DO YOU DO YOU 
CLEAN CLEAN 
FURNACES?  FURNACES?  
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation
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Moose Rubbish and Recycling Recycling

802-897-5637
802-377-5006

2744 Watch Point Rd • Shoreham, VT 05770
Email: BR213@yahoo.com

Randall
Orvis

RUBBISH & RECYCLING

SIDING

STORAGE
4 Sizes ~ Self-locking units
Hardscrabble Rd., Bristol

Monthly prices
6’x12’ $30 • 8’x12’ $45

10’x12’ $55 • 12’x21’ $75

VISIT US ON 
FACEBOOK www.livingstonfarmlandscape.com

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting

plumbing
property management
registration assistance
renewable energy

roofi ng
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
storage

surveying
tree service
wood heating

SURVEYING

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

CHECK US
OUT

ONLINE AT
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

STORAGE

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

LOOK HERE FIRST!!

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

WOOD HEATINGWOOD HEATING

DO YOU SELL WOOD?DO YOU SELL WOOD?
CLEAN CHIMNEYS?CLEAN CHIMNEYS?

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Rodney Orvis, L.S.

Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys
FEMA Elevation Certificates

135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 
388-3511    shortsurveying@gmail.com

PLUMBING

YOUR AD
SHOULD BE HERE!

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

WOOD HEATING

PAINTING

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Phone (802) 537-3555

as seen at Addison County Field Days!
Michael Doran

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Made You Look
Imagine what
this space
could do for
your business

GETGET
RESULTS!RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC
JEANNE MILLER (802) 349-8483 • roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com

2877 Ethan Allen, Highway, Unit 2, New Haven, VT. 05472

NEW SNOWMOBILE OR ATV?NEW SNOWMOBILE OR ATV?
We can register it!
We can register all cars, trucks and

RV’s here in Addison County!

Acorn Painting

Interior/
Exterior

Honest
Dependable

Fully 
Insured

Mike Dever • michael@acornpainting.com
802-453-5611  (c) 802-373-9176

Acorn Painting

Battell
Block

• 6’x5’: $30
• 6’x7’: $35
• 5’x10’: $40
• 8’x7’: $45
• 5’x11’: $45
• 6’x11’: $50
• Bike storage 
  $10/month

Climate Controlled Storage UnitsClimate Controlled Storage Units

CONVENIENT 

DOWNTOWN LOCATION

Call or email today
802.231.1311

gciffo@neddere.com  
www.nedderealestate.com

Monthly Rates

GET RESULTS!GET RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

Reach Thousands
through our

Advertising Section

List YOUR Business where 
people look for local services 

for home improvements 
of all kinds.

Call or email the 
Addison Independent

802-388-4944
advertising@addisonindependent.com

BUSINESS & SERVICES
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking.  Mid-
dlebury hosts online meet-
ings, Sunday nights at 7:15 
pm and Wednesdays at 
1:30 pm.  Visit vermonta-
lanonalateen.org for the 
link and list of other meet-
ings in the region.  If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meet-
ings are suspended until 
further notice.  For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is temporarily closed.  
Due to COVID-19 we are 
now holding our meetings 
online. For up-to-date infor-
mation on how to access 
recovery services remotely 
please visit  https://turning-
pointaddisonvt.org/covid-
19-page-2/.’

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

HANDYMAN Services Mid-
dlebury, VT. Contact Theron 
Riley at 802-989-7388.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

FREE CAMP WOOD. 
You haul away. Monday 
- Wednesday pick up. 453-
2897.

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

BLUEBERRY HILL IS hir-
ing! Part/Full-time winter 
positions available. Morn-
ing and evening shifts. 
Responsibilities include; 
Serving meals, checking in 
guests, meal prep, house-
keeping, and general guest 
services. Seasonal housing 
available. Opportunities 
for growth and continued 
employment. Send resume 
and letter of interest detail-
ing relevant experience 
and availability to info@
blueberryhillinn.com.

H E R I TA G E  FA M I LY 
CREDIT UNION is hiring 
for: Computer & Network 
Technician, Mortgage 
Closer, Teller, and more. 
HFCU has several open-
ings in the Rutland area. 
These positions require a 
high attention to detail and 
strong member service, 
communication, and inter-
personal skills. Please visit 
www.hfcuvt.com for more 
information. E.O.E.

For Sale
BARRY DECARLI’S new-
est poetry book, “Cam-
ouflage of Noise and Si-
lence”. Available now at 
The Vermont Book Shop, 
in Middlebury.

For Rent
12’ X 24’ STORAGE 
SPACES in Brandon. Call 
802-349-4212.

BRANDON ROOM for rent. 
802-417-4057.

BRISTOL Share a newer 
home w/ senior man who 
enjoys scenic drives & 
neighborhood walks. Re-
duced rent of $300/mo. in 
exchange for healthy meal 
prep 3-4x/week, grocery 
shopping & light household 
help. Private ½ BA. 802-
863-5625 or HomeShareV-
ermont.org for application. 
Interview, refs, background 
checks req. EHO

BRANDON: Senior gen-
tleman who enjoys walks 
around town offering rent-
free housing in exchange 
for cooking a few meals/
wk, sharing companion-
ship, & help with errands. 
Furnished bdrm/private 
BA. Familiarity w/ memory 
loss is ideal but not re-
quired. 802-863-5625 or 
HomeShareVermont.org 
for application. Interview, 
refs, background checks 
req. EHO

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

DEADLINES: Thurs. noon for Mon. paper
Mon. 5 p.m. for Thurs. paper

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! 
An ad placed for consecutive issues (Mondays & Thursdays) is run 4th time free!

PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial re-
sponsibility for errors in ads, but will rerun 
classified ad in which the error occurred. 
No refunds will be possible. Advertiser 
will please notify us of any errors which 
may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
www.addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

R
A

TE
S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

Our friends at Age Well - and the local 
older Vermonters they serve - need your help!

There is a critical shortage of Meals on Wheels volunteers in Middlebury, Vergennes, and Bridport. The time 
commitment is based on your availability -- it can vary from one day a week to two days a month (weekdays only). 

Delivery is typically from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. For more information, please contact the Volunteer Offi ce: 
volunteer@agewellvt.org or 802-662-5249 or visit https://www.agewellvt.org/giving-back.

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

NOW HIRING:

Food Service
11:30am - 7:30pm and 

Part-time Breakfast Cook
Weekends 5:00am-1:00pm

We offer Paid vacation,
Sick, medical, dental, 

401k and supplemental insurance 

Apply in person at:
Maplefields,

2 South Water St., Vergennes

 Or fill out an online application at: 
Maplefields.com/employment Please contact us at 802-388-6388

Web: www.sccvt.org    |    Email:  denise.smith@sccvt.org

Begin a career in 2022, 
don’t start a job. 

Spend your time doing work
that makes a real difference.

We need great people
who want to help great people.

Are you compassionate, kind, resilient, and adaptable? 
Specialized Community Care is seeking unique individuals 
who will act as mentors, coaches, and friends to provide 
support for adults in Addison, Rutland, Franklin and Chittenden 
Counties with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. This 
is a fun and rewarding career spent “Off the Couch.” We 
provide extensive training, support, professional growth and 
advancement opportunities in a family work environment. We 
offer pay increases after a probationary period and further 
advancement and pay for self-paced skill building. We want 
to hire your values and train the skills that will help make you 
successful. 

Let’s talk!

Searching for the right job?

Check outCheck out
the Addy Indythe Addy Indy

every week!every week!

www.
addisonindependent.

com/classifieds

Addy 
Indy 

Class-
ifieds 
are 

online

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings

Help Wanted

Free Help Wanted For Rent For Rent For Rent

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted
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PUBLIC
NOTICE

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located 

in Frank Mahady Courthouse 
is available to accept passport 

applications and provide 
passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED. 
FACE MASKS REQUIRED.

(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Wednesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

ACT 250 NOTICE
MINOR APPLICATION #9A0196-2

10 V.S.A. §§ 6001 – 6093
On November 9, 2021, Samuel H. Burr & Eugenie A. Doyle filed application 
#9A0196-2 for a project generally described as construction of a 4-bedroom 
single-family residence on an undeveloped 116-acre tract. The project is located 
off Turkey Lane in Monkton, Vermont, ±0.7 miles north of the intersection with 
Tyler Bridge Road. No hearing will be held, and a permit may be issued unless, 
on or before Wednesday, January 5, 2022, a person notifies the Commission 
of an issue or issues requiring the presentation of evidence at a hearing, or the 
Commission sets the matter for a hearing on its own motion. Any person as 
defined in 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)(1) may request a hearing. Any hearing request 
must be in writing to the address below, must state the criteria or sub-criteria at 
issue, why a hearing is required and what additional evidence will be presented at 
the hearing. Any hearing request by an adjoining property owner or other person 
eligible for party status under 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)(1)(E) must include a petition 
for party status under the Act 250 Rules. Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law may not be prepared unless the Commission holds a public hearing. The 
application and a draft permit may be viewed on the Natural Resources Board’s 
Act 250 database here: https://anrweb.vt.gov/ANR/vtANR/Act250SearchResults.
aspx?Num=9A0196-2. If you have a disability for which you need accommodation 
in order to participate in this process (including participating in a public hearing, 
if one is held), please notify us as soon as possible, in order to allow us as much 
time as possible to accommodate your needs. For more information contact the 
District Coordinator listed below.
 Josh Donabedian, Coordinator
 District 9 Environmental Commission
 111 West Street Essex Junction, VT 05452
 joshua.donabedian@vermont.gov

ANWSD NOTICE
RECORDS DESTRUCTION

ATTN: Vergennes Union High School graduates born between 1985-1997 
and who received Special Education services.

The Vermont Department of Education’s State Board of Education Manual of 
Rights and Practices, Section 2365, 2.13(a) Destruction of Information, State:

“For purposes of an audit, when a participating agency has counted a child to 
justify receipt of IDEA funds, the district shall retain copies of the child’s IEP and 
Special Education eligibility evaluations, for a minimum of five years from the 
end of the school year in which the document was in effect”

If you were a graduate of Vergennes Union High School, received Special 
Education services, and were born between 1985-1997, you are entitled to a 
copy of your records. These students have reached the age of maturity; 
therefore, only the student may request their record.

The Addison Northwest School District will be destroying these records on 
Monday, January 17, 2022. If you wish a copy of your records please contact 
Rachel Cornellier at rcornellier@anwsd.org or 802-877-3332.

We must receive your request prior to January 17, 2022.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN SERVICES

John Graham Housing & Services (JGHS) requests Architectural Firms 
to submit proposals for design services related to the rehabilitation of JGHS 
Addison County Emergency Shelter.  The location of the property is 69 Main 
Street, Vergennes (9 units).

This proposal requests services to determine overall project feasibility. 
Project feasibility includes determining the scope of work for the rehabilitation, 
producing schematic designs arriving at a construction cost estimate with 
an independent cost estimator.  Qualified applicants will have comparable 
experience including historic preservation projects, knowledge of affordable 
housing, and experience working on publicly funded projects.

JGHS intent is to review architect proposals and negotiate a contract with 
the selected firm for pre-development design work with the intent and option 
to contract with the selected architect for design development and, subject to 
feasibility and final HUD Environmental Clearance, through the construction 
administration phase of the project. 

To obtain a RFP and specific project information, contact Susan Whitmore, 
Executive Director, JGHS at susan@johngrahamshelter.org (802) 257-6771. 
Complete proposals must be submitted electronically and received by 3:00 PM, 
Thursday January 6, 2022. A mandatory site visit will be required, as detailed 
in the RFP. Minority-owned, women-owned, Section 3 businesses, and locally-
owned businesses are strongly encouraged to respond and should identify and 
document themselves as such. JGHS is an equal opportunity employer.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
(RFP) CONSTRUCTION MANAGER 

John Graham Housing & Services (JGHS) requests firms to submit proposals 
for construction management services related to the rehabilitation of properties 
owned by JGHS, anticipated to be developed concurrently as two projects: 

1) JGHS RENTAL PROPERTIES, Addison County Supportive Housing. 
The project consists of several buildings it owns, with the potential of an 
additional property to be identified.  Current properties are located at 74/76 
Green Street, Vergennes (6 apartments); 3/5 East Street, Vergennes: (3 
apartments); 24 Mountain Street, Bristol: (3 apartments); and 42 N Pleasant 
Street, Middlebury: (4 apartments).  There is the possibility of the addition of 
another property, to-be-determined. 

2) JGHS SHELTER, Addison County Emergency Shelter: The location of 
the property is 69 Main Street, Vergennes (9 units). 

This proposal requests services to assist in determining overall project 
feasibility and securing funding through reviewing and refining scope with the 
design team and owner, and providing cost estimates. Qualified applicants will 
have comparable experience including historic preservation projects, knowledge 
of affordable housing, and experience working on publicly funded projects. 
JGHS’s intent is to review construction management proposals and negotiate 
a contract with the selected firm for pre-development work with the intent and 
option to contract with the selected construction manager for construction of the 
project, subject to feasibility and final HUD Environmental Clearance. 

To obtain a RFP and specific project information, contact Susan Whitmore, 
Executive Director, JGHS, at susan@johngrahamshelter.org (802) 257-6771. 
Complete proposals must be submitted electronically and received by 3:00 PM, 
Thursday January 6, 2022. A mandatory site visit will be required, as detailed 
in the RFP. Minority-owned, women-owned, Section 3 businesses, and locally 
owned businesses are strongly encouraged to respond and should identify and 
document themselves as such. JGHS is an equal opportunity employer.

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT      

PROBATE DIVISION
ADDISON UNIT

DOCKET NO. 21-PR-06049
IN RE THE ESTATE OF 

RICHARD J. TERRICCIANO
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To the creditors of the estate 
of Richard J. Terricciano late of 
Monkton, Vermont.

I have been appointed to administer 
this estate.  All creditors having 
claims against the decedent or the 
estate must present their claims in 
writing within four (4) months of the 
first publication of this notice.  The 
claim must be presented to me at 
the address listed below with a copy 
sent to the Court.  The claim may be 
barred forever if it is not presented 
within the four (4) month period.
Dated: December 8, 2021

Richard L. Terricciano
746 Greenbush Road,

North Ferrisburgh, VT 05473
802-881-3336

terricciano@gmail.com
Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 12/16/21
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Probate Court,
7 Mahady Court,
Middlebury VT 05753

PROPOSED STATE RULES
By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in 

newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a chance 
to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative rules are now 
also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules/ . The law requires 
an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested to do so in 
writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special needs 
please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible. 

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain copies 
of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed rule(s), please call 
or write the contact person listed below. You may also submit comments in writing 
to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, State House, Montpelier, 
Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).

Vital Records Rule.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 21P037
AGENCY: Agency of Human Services, Department of Health
CONCISE SUMMARY: This rulemaking establishes consistency with statute 
by ensuring that certified copies of birth or death certificates are available to 
employees of a public agency as defined by 1 V.S.A § 317 as part of their official 
duties (within their scope of their employment), and to registrants’ grandchildren.
Definitions have been amended to reflect current usages. The section on the 
disposal of records has been removed to ensure consistency with Act 15 (2021). 
Documents that fall under the category, “alternate means” of identification have 
been amended to include additional documents to increase accessibility.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: David Englander, Department of 
Health, 108 Cherry Street, Burlington, VT 05402 Tel: 802-863-7312,
Fax: 802-951-1275 Email: ahs.vdhrules@vermont.gov URL:
https://www.healthvermont.gov/about-us/laws-regulations/public-comment.
FOR COPIES: Natalie Weill, Department of Health, 108 Cherry Street, Burlington, 
VT 05402 Tel: 802-863-7312, Fax: 802-951-1275 Email: ahs.vdhrules@vermont.gov

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Town of Middlebury
77 Main St., Middlebury, VT 05753

Separate sealed BIDS for the construction of:
Colonial Drive Improvements Project will be received by The Town of 

Middlebury, Public Works Department at: 77 Main Street, Middlebury, VT  05753 
until 1:00 p.m. (prevailing local time) Thursday, December 23, 2021  if mailing, 
or to the Public Works Department at 1020 South Route 7 if hand delivering, and 
then at Middlebury Public Works Dept. publicly opened and read aloud.

Each BID must be accompanied by a certified check payable to the OWNER 
for five percent (5%) of the total amount of the BID.  A BID bond may be used in 
lieu of a certified check.
The CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be examined at the following locations:

Green Mountain Engineering, Inc.,
1438 South Brownell Road, Williston, VT  05495   
Town of Middlebury, Public Works Offices, 
1020 South Rt. 7, Middlebury, VT  05753   
Works in Progress, 20 Farrell Street, Suite 103, South Burlington, VT  05403
Copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be obtained at the office 

of Green Mountain Engineering, Inc., located at 1438 South Brownell Road, 
Williston, VT 05495 upon payment of $120.00 for each set.

A Performance BOND and a Payment BOND each in an amount equal to one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract price, will be required. 

Federal minimum wage rates and public work employment laws are applicable. 
A pre-bid conference for prospective bidders will be held at the Middlebury 

Public Works Building, located at 1020 South Route 7 in Middlebury, at 11:00 
a.m. on Thursday, December 9, 2021.

Representatives of Green Mountain Engineering and the Town of Middlebury 
will be present to answer questions from bidders and discuss participation 
requirements.
Ms. Kathleen Ramsay   
Town Manager
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VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

VERGENNES WILLOW 
APARTMENTS Is currently 
taking waitlist applications 
for 1 and 2 bedroom apart-
ments.  No smoking/no 
pets.  Income limits ap-
ply- Rent rate based on 
income.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity 802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191.  www.
SummitPMG.com.

Att. Farmers
FOR SALE: SAWDUST 
delivered.  85 cubic yard 
loads.  Call Paul for pricing.  
802-623-6731.

HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted
FREON WANTED We pay 
$$$ for cylinders and cans.  
R12, R500, R11, R113, 
R114.  Convenient.  Certi-
fied Professionals.  Call 
312-291-9169 or visit Re-
frigerantFinders.com.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

For Rent

XXXXXXX XXXXXXX

For Rent Att. Farmers

It’s against the law to 
discriminate

when advertising housing

Let us help you sift through the complexities of 
the Fair Housing Law. Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison Independent at (802) 
388-4944. 

Talk to our sales professionals.

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You can’t say “no children” 
or “adults only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government  
is watching for such discrimination.

For Rent

Auctions

WARNING
COUNTY OF ADDISON ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A Section 133(3)(a). the taxpayers of the County of Addison 
are hereby given notice that the annual meeting to discuss the final budget 
for 2022-2023 will be held at 9:30 am on Friday, January 14, 2022. Due to the 
pandemic, the meeting will be held virtually. If interested in attending this virtual 
meeting, please contact the Addison County Clerk at addisoncountyclerk@
gmail.com or 802-388-1966. You will be provided an email link to the meeting 
approximately three days prior to the meeting. More information and extra copies 
of the budget may also be obtained by contacting the Addison County Clerk.
Patricia Ross, Assistant Judge & Jacqueline D. McLean, Assistant Judge

REVENUE 2022-2023
County Tax 0.005461 Estimate $275,355.00
Interest Earned $50.00
Miscellaneous Income $15.00
Passports $5,000.00
Wills for Safekeeping $6,000.00
Total Income $286,420.00

EXPENSES Court
Contingency $300.00
Contracted Services $5,010.00
Dues & Membership $1,000.00
Insurance $2,700.00
Passport/Budget Advertising $1,700.00
Office Expense $3,500.00
Court Personnel Benefits $5,260.00
Salaries $66,707.00
Audit $7,700.00
Court Subtotal $93, 877.00

Probate Court
Contingency $400.00
Dues $500.00
Training & Education $100.00
Supplies/Equipment $100.00
Probate Court Subtotal $1,100.00

Sheriff’s Building
Building & Grounds $11,000.00
Capital Improvements $2,500.00
Custodial $4,000.00
Inspections $2,200.00
Insurance $4,300.00
Utilities $17,000.00
Sheriff’s Building Subtotal $41,000.00

Sheriff’s Department
Insurance/Bonds $21,000.00
Radio $1,000.00
Office Supplies $500.00
Telephone $4,000.00
Training $24,000.00
Valcour  $5,500.00
Personnel Total Benefits $10,603.00
Total Salaries $73,840.00
Sheriff’s Department Subtotal $140,443.00
Sheriff Capital Reserve $10,000.00
Total Expenses $286,420.00

Addison County Courthouse 
(2)

Addison Northwest 
Supervisory District (1)

Ferrisburgh (1)

John Graham Housing & 
Services (2)

Middlebury (1)

Monkton (1)

State of Vermont (1)

   
  

Public 
Notices 

Index
Public Notices for the  

following can be found in this  
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  

on Page 11B.

You can reach us at
news@addisonindependent.com

email us:

COST 
/LB

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 12/06 & 12/09, 2021
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Westminster Farms 1175 .73 857.75
Corveia Family Ltd. 995 .715 711.43
McGlaughlin Farm 1670 .64 1068.80 
Nop Bros. & Sons 1235 .64 790.40
A. Brisson 1740 .62 1078.80
Woodnotch Farm 1790 .60 1074.00
Kayhart Bros. Farm 1610 .605 974.05

CALVES    LBS. $
LaDuc Acres 110 2.30 253.00
A. Brisson 98 2.20 215.60
Quarry Rd. Farm 107 2.10 224.70
H. Sunderland 112 2.00 224.00
Barnes Bros. 98 2.00 196.00
Total # Beef: 197 • Total # Calves: 353
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661

TOWN OF FERRISBURGH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
JANUARY 5, 2022

A public hearing before the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town of 
Ferrisburgh will be held at the Town Clerk’s Office on Wednesday, January 5, 
2022 to consider the following:
 7:00 PM Call to order and approval of minutes from December 1   
  meeting.  
 7:05 PM Application No. 21-178 (Sullivan) for improvements to
   existing quarry; property ID # 13/01/59.1; 2078 Jersey
  Street; Rural  Agricultural (RA-5) district;  conditional use. 
 7:30 PM Other business.

The above file is available for inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office.  Persons 
wishing to appear and be heard may do so in person or be represented by an 
agent or an attorney.  Communications about the above hearings may also be 
filed in writing with the Board or the Zoning Administrator.

  PLEASE NOTE: Participation in the local proceeding is a prerequisite to the 
right to take any subsequent appeal.
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If your holiday services are missing 
from this listing, send them to the Addison 
Independent and the paper will run them in 
upcoming editions. Submit holiday services 
via email to sarahp@addisonindependent.
com or call 802-388-4944.

ADDISON COUNTY — A number of 
Addison County-area churches have set 

their schedules for special Christmas 
events and services. Note that these plans 
may change due to ongoing developments 
with COVID-19.

BRANDON
Brandon Congregational Church 

will hold a traditional Service of Carols, 
Lessons and Candlelight with special 

music by the church choir at 7 p.m., Friday, 
Dec. 24. Masks required.

BRIDPORT
St. Bernadette’s Catholic Church in 

Bridport will hold Christmas Day Mass 
on Saturday, Dec. 25, at 9 a.m. On 
Sunday, Dec. 26, Mass for the Feast of 
the Holy Family will be held at 5:15 p.m. 

Please also see the listing for St. Mary’s 
in Middlebury. Tel. 388-2943, stmary.
vermontcatholic.org.

BRISTOL
The First Baptist Church of Bristol 

will have a Christmas Eve Family candle 
lighting service at 5:30 p.m., Friday, Dec. 
24, with a short puppet show, special 

music and a nativity. A traditional candle 
lighting service is at 7 p.m. A special 
offering will be taken for the children of 
Village2VillageProject and their families in 
Uganda who are in desperate need.

Bristol Federated Church will have 
its Christmas Service at 6:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, Dec. 23, in the church 
sanctuary. For everyone’s protection 

masks should be worn at all times while 
in the church building. Attend in person or 
watch live on Zoom. Find the link at www.
bristolfederated.com.

LINCOLN
The United Church of Lincoln will 

hold three Christmas Eve services on 
Friday, Dec. 24. The family friendly service 
will start at 4 p.m. where pajamas are 
encouraged. Candle light service starts at 
7 p.m. and communion service will be at 
11:30 p.m.

MIDDLEBURY
Champlain Valley Unitarian 

Universalist Society Christmas Eve 
Traditional Service: The Prayers the 
Nativity Answers — A traditional UU 
Christmas Service. Friday, Dec. 24, 7:30 
p.m. Led by the Rev. Barnaby. Special 
music. Readings from the Christmas 
Story. Ends with traditional lighting of 
candles and singing of “Silent Night.” 
Attend in person or online via Zoom link 
at cvuus.org.  Collecting donations for 
HOPE.

East Middlebury United Methodist 
Church will hold Christmas Eve services 
on Friday, Dec. 24, at 5 p.m. Masks 
required.

Memorial Baptist Church Christmas 
Eve Nativity Walk, Dec. 24; Christmas 
Day Service, Dec. 25, 10 a.m.; Christmas 
Sunday Worship, Dec. 26, 10 a.m. 
Masks required and available. For more 
information contact memorialbaptistvt.org 
or email membaptistvt@gmail.com.

St. Mary’s Catholic Church in 
Middlebury will hold Christmas Eve 
Masses on Friday, Dec. 24, at 4 and 9 
p.m. Christmas Day Mass will be held 
on Saturday, Dec. 25, at 11 a.m. (and 9 
a.m. at St. Bernadette’s in Bridport). On 
Sunday, Dec. 26, Masses for the Feast of 
the Holy Family will be held at 8 and 10 
a.m. (and 5:15 p.m. at St. Bernadette’s). 
Tel. 388-2943, stmary.vermontcatholic.
org.

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, 4 p.m., Holy 
Eucharist with Pageant; 9 p.m., Festive 
Holy Eucharist with a 20-minute choral 
prelude of carols sung by the choir. 
Christmas Day, Dec. 25, 10 a.m., Holy 
Eucharist with Hymns & Carols. First 
Sunday after Christmas, Dec. 26, 10 a.m., 
Christmas Lessons & Carols Service. 
Please visit the website ststephensmidd.
org for the latest updates on Christmas, 
worship, and life at St. Stephen’s.

The Congregational Church of 
Middlebury, UCC will have in-person 
Christmas Eve Services at 4 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m. Masks are required. Both services 
will also be live-streamed on Facebook 
and YouTube. Links can be found on our 
website. www.midducc.org No matter who 
you are or where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here!

SHOREHAM
The Shoreham Congregational 

Church has changed its plans for the 
Christmas Eve Service due to the rise in 
COVID cases. An alternative service of 
prayer and meditation will replace the 
traditional Christmas Eve service. The 
Church Sanctuary will be open between 4 
and 6 p.m. on Christmas Eve, Friday, Dec. 
24, for anyone to come for a time of prayer 
and meditation. There will be recorded 
music and printed meditations available. 
All are invited to come any time between 
those hours and stay for 15 minutes or an 
hour to find a place of quiet and inspiration. 
Face masks are required regardless of 
vaccination status.

WHITING
Whiting Community Church will have 

Christmas Eve Service at 7 p.m., Friday, 
Dec. 24. In-person service. Masking is 
recommended but optional. 

Breakfast with a view
MEMBERS OF THE Middlebury Rotary Club sip coffee and take in some morning hockey scrimmaging during their Dec. 8 meeting in the 2nd floor viewing area at the Memorial Sports Center. The Friends 

of Middlebury Hockey were honored to host the Rotary and thankfully recognized the decades of support the Rotary Club has provided to Memorial Sports Center and the Addison County community, said 
Friends member Michael McAuliffe.

Area Holiday Services
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o you ever plop on the couch 
at the end of a long day hoping 
the TV would bring you a calm 
and relaxing 24 minutes? If 
you get this reprieve, count 
yourself lucky, because many 
of us sitting in front of the boob 
tube fi nd our eyes strained, our 

shoulders tense 
and our knuckles 
white around a poor 
can of seltzer. If 
you’re looking for 

entertainment without all the fl ashing, high-def 
imagery, consider this: radio plays.

That’s right. Think back to the time when old 

radio knobs twisted back and forth through 
static to settle on a program. And now bring 
that idea forward to today, where you’ll fi nd the 
Addison County Radio Players, which brings us 
radio plays via digital stream.

Lisa Powell of Bristol has been involved with 
the group since it began a couple of years ago. 

“With the closing of public spaces to large 
crowds came the realization that watching 
actors on a stage live was going away for a 
while,” explained Powell, who has “done just 
about every job you can do in theater” with 
the Middlebury Community Players, The 
Committee (a theater group in Bristol) and the 
Bristol Gateway Players over the past 50 years. 

“The Bristol Gateway Players decided to do 
Joe Landry’s ‘The 39 Steps, A Live Radio Play,’ 
which was based on Alfred Hitchcock’s ‘The 
Thirty Nine Steps.’”

The plan was for it to be recorded over Zoom 
and live-streamed. Powell was a “jingle singer” 
in the show and did several rehearsals via 
Zoom, but something stalled and it was radio-
silence until spring 2021. 

“Rehearsals had fi nished, but we didn’t know 
what had happened beyond that,” Powell 
said. “We were beginning to wonder, but 
understood that things were strange and 
getting stranger as the world dealt with 

D
SEE RADIO ON PAGE 3

Addison County Radio Players tune into holidays

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

Amateur sound engineer Lisa Powell used her sound-editing magic to save an audio performance of “The Thirty Nine Steps” earlier this 
year. It worked out so well that a group of stage performers has coalesced into the Addison County Radio Players, which is readying free online 

holiday radio plays. 
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ilson Bentley 
(1865-1931) lived 
his entire life in 
Jericho, where 
he developed 
a passion for 
snowflakes at 

an early 
age. He 

started by collecting snowflakes 
and trying to create detailed 
drawings of each one, but the 
snow crystals’ tiny size and the 
speed at which they melted 
made this a futile task. At age 15, 
with a microscope gifted to him 
by his mother, Bentley began 
experimenting with photography 

as a means of capturing the 
elusive design of a snowflake. 

Four years later, after much trial 
and error, he produced the first 
photograph of an individual 
snowflake. Over the next 47 
winters, Bentley produced 
more than 5,000 photographs 
of individual snowflakes. More 
than 2,400 of his images were 
published in 1931 in a book titled 
“Snow Crystals,” which remains in 
print today, earning the farmer the 
affectionate moniker “Snowflake” 
Bentley.   

“Under the microscope, I found 
that snowflakes were miracles 
of beauty,” Bentley wrote in 1925. 
“Every crystal was a masterpiece 
of design and no design was ever 
repeated.”  

He was the first to assert, based 
on his thousands of photographs, 
that no two snowflakes are 
identical, although they may 
have shared similarities. With 
co-author George 
Henry Perkins of the 
University of Vermont, 
Bentley published an 
article arguing this point. 
It caught the public’s 
attention, but was it 
true?

A snowflake 
begins when 
water vapor high in 
the atmosphere condenses on 
a particle of dust or pollen, then 
freezes into a tiny ice crystal. 
This initial crystal acts as a seed 
from which the snowflake grows. 
The crystal reflects the shapes 
of the molecules that form it. All 
snowflakes have a hexagonal, 
or six-sided, shape but exhibit 
unique geometries — from flat, 
plate-like prisms to elaborate 
branching structures. These 
differences are due to minute 
variations in temperature and 
humidity the growing crystal 

encounters during its fall to earth. 

Most meteorologists agree it 
is incredibly unlikely that two 
snowflakes would experience 
identical conditions at the 
microscopic level as they travel 
downward, and so — in theory — 
accept Bentley’s belief that no 
two snowflakes are alike. 

Icelandic chemist Tryggvi 
Emilsson, inspired by Bentley’s 
snowflake photographs, wanted 
to go one better: to preserve 
the actual snow crystal so that 
it could be viewed even in the 
middle of a summer heat wave or 
serve as a pleasant memory years 
later. He devised a simple method 
of preservation that employed a 
common, everyday household 
item, super glue. He made his first 
snowflake “fossil” in 1979.

To preserve a snowflake using 
Emilsson’s method you’ll need 
the following items: snow (which 
we usually have in abundance 
during a Northeast winter), some 
glass microscope slides and 
coverslips (readily and cheaply 
obtained on the internet), a piece 
of black or dark blue cloth or 
construction paper for collecting 
the snowflakes, a small artist 
paintbrush, and a bottle of liquid 

super glue (the gel version of 
super glue will not 
work). 

To keep all of these 
items cold until they 
are needed, I store 

them in a plastic box 
in my freezer. When you’re 

ready to begin, allow the 
snow crystals to collect on 

the cloth or construction paper.  
Select an interesting specimen, 
gently pick it up with the artist 
paintbrush, and carefully place 
it on a microscope slide. Do not 
handle the microscope slide, as 
heat from your hand or breath 
could damage or melt the 
snowflake. Carefully place a drop 
of cold superglue on the crystal. 
This may take some practice: 
placing the nozzle of the glue 
bottle too close or too far away 
from the snowflake could cause 
damage. Lay the coverslip gently 
(and quickly) on top of the glue 

OUTSIDE
T H E

S T O R Y
H O W  T O  P R E S E R V E  A  S N O W F L A K E

FRANK 
 KACZMAREK

BY
W

SEE SNOWFLAKE ON PAGE 5
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RADIO
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the ongoing 
pandemic.

“Turns out that 
the person 
who was doing 
post-production 
(cutting tracks 

together, and music and sound effects) had felt 
that the recordings were too much of a ‘spaghetti 
mess’ to be viable to be used,” Powell explained. 
“The director said there were three options: 1) We 
could get together and record it all again in one 
session, 2) Wait until it was OK to perform live, or 
3) Find someone who was willing to put together 
the recordings we had already.”

You guessed it. Powell was that “someone.”

“I had some experience in sound editing, having 
put together demo tracks for a singing group I 
had been in years before,” she said, referencing 
her past music groups The Flames, and The 
Girls Next Door. “I thought it couldn’t be much 
different than that, so I told the director I’d give it 
a try… I soon realized that it was indeed a mess, 
but nothing that I couldn’t handle.”

Powell, the single parent of a 19-year-old 
daughter and the sole baker for a catering 
service at St. Michael’s College, spent about a 
month putting tracks together on nights and 
weekends. 

“I was very pleased with the result,” she said. 
“So was the director. I had even made it sound 
like the listener would be hearing it through an 
old radio — with the hisses and pops and white 
noise. It’s amazing what a person can do with a 
free editing program and time.”

That radio play was streamed online in June.

“I enjoyed the challenge of putting it all together,” 
Powell added. “I connected with the idea that old 
radio plays could be enjoyed again, and decided 
to put together a group that was dedicated to 
bringing this style of entertainment to the public.”

So she put a feeler out to see if 
anyone else was interested in 
making more radio plays with her… 
it worked and Addison County 
Radio Players was born.

The first official play Powell’s 
group performed was the Screen 
Guild Theater’s production of 
“Arsenic and Old Lace.” 

“We had about eight performers, 
with some handling multiple 
roles,” Powell said. “That 
production was recorded and 
finished with post-production 
by September of this year. We 
launched right into our next one, 
“Favorite Story: The Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” 
which was recorded and put up on our new 
website by Halloween. This one had about the 
same number of performers, but not all the same 
ones as the first.”

Powell gets it. “Life get’s hectic and we all have 
other commitments,” she said. “The group is 
always changing… We mostly live in Addison 
County (I think), but where you live doesn’t 
matter. As long as you can show up to the Zoom 
meetings, you can participate. We take old radio 
shows in the public domain and bring them new 
life, and it’s a lot of fun.”

Up next for the holiday season, Addison County 
Radio Players will present “It’s A Wonderful Life,” 
a reading of the editorial “Yes, Virginia, There is a 
Santa Clause” and “A Visit from Saint Nicholas.”

“I think these radio shows are great, because 
they give you the necessary points without all 

the unnecessary filler characters,” 
Powell noted. “I think you have 
to work harder to portray these 
characters because you can’t rely 
on people seeing you; you have to 
convey the emotions using your 
voice only; you don’t have props 
to use except your voice. 

“This group of players is great at 
that, it’s fun to listen and hard to 
not get the giggles sometimes 
and ruin the recording,” she said, 
adding that the group reading “It’s 
A Wonderful Life” has 13 players, 
including seven men tackling 
27 male roles. “Nearly everyone 
is doing at least two roles, with 
some doing five or six, as well as 

six women handling 12 roles.”

Powell records the actors via Zoom over at least 
four sessions. Then she works her editing magic 
and publishes the radio play on their website 
addisonradioplayers.org for anyone to listen to 
free of charge. Powell said she hopes to have all 
their holiday offerings available by Dec. 17. 

After listening, you may find it was just the type 
of relaxing entertainment you were looking for; 
you may even want to join in! Contact Powell 
through the website and ask how you can get 
involved. 

“YOU HAVE TO 
CONVEY THE 
EMOTIONS USING 
YOUR VOICE 
ONLY; YOU DON’T 
HAVE PROPS 
TO USE EXCEPT 
YOUR VOICE.” 
 — Lisa Powell

drop. If glue bubbles occur 
try angling the coverslip 
onto the drop. The glue 
fully hardens at a slow 
rate, so either place the 
slide(s) in a sheltered spot 
outside or in your freezer 
for 5 to 10 days. 

After the glue has fully hardened, I display my best efforts 
with a mat and frame and pass these preserved snowflakes 
on to family and friends.

Frank Kaczmarek is a photographer and retired biologist and 
author of “New England Wildflowers: A Guide to Common 
Plants,” a Falcon field guide published in 2009 by Globe-
Pequot Press. He lives in Lyman, N.H. Illustration by Adelaide 
Murphy Tyrol. The Outside Story is assigned and edited 
by Northern Woodlands magazine and sponsored by the 
Wellborn Ecology Fund of the New Hampshire Charitable 
Foundation: nhcf.org.

SNOWFLAKE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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BOOK
R E V I E W

1619, a year that isn’t well known in the annals of American history, 
is the starting point for this fresh and exacting examination of the 
history of slavery in this country, first published in The New York Times 
Magazine and now expanded into a book. When a young Nikole 
Hannah-Jones first read that enslaved peoples, taken against their 
will from their homes in Africa and were sold as slave on American 
soil in 1619, a year before the Mayflower arrived, she was stunned; 
these facts were nonexistent in her textbooks and from that, this 
project was born. Now this Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and 
some of the most outstanding journalists, thinkers, and scholars of 
American history and culture have collected essays and historical 
vignettes that argue we all suffer for the poor quality of education we 
have received and these myths of American exceptionalism seek to 
deny the contributions of Black people to the wealth of this country 
as well as their dedication and contributions to the fight for civil rights 
in this country. This is a book for everyone, and as James Baldwin 
said, “Not everything that is faced can be changed. But nothing can 
be changed until it is faced.”  

— Reviewed by Jenny Lyons. Connect with her on Instagram  
@jennysbookshop to find more great book reviews and recommendations.  

Look for these titles and more at your local bookstore.

THE 1619 PROJECT — CREATED BY NIKOLE HANNAH-JONES 
AND THE NEW YORK TIMES MAGAZINE 

Killing the Black Body, 
 Dorothy Roberts

The Fire Next Time, James Baldwin

Just Mercy, Bryan Stevenson

American Prison, Shane Bauer

The Warmth of Other Suns,  
Isabel Wilkerson

We Were Eight Years in Power,  
Ta-Nehisi Coates

The Autobiography of Malcolm X, 
Malcolm X

How to Be an Antiracist,  
Ibram X. Kendi

The Underground Railroad,  
Colson Whitehead

Harriet Tubman, Beverly Lowry

Four Hundred Souls,  
Keisha N. Blain &  Ibram X. Kendi

(One World)

Ronnie Romano plays the Sheldon Museum’s Chickering 
piano. Romano will lead a free virtual evening of carols on 
Saturday, Dec. 18, at 6 p.m. via Zoom.

SPEND A VIRTUAL EVENING SINGING  
HOLIDAY CAROLS WITH RONNIE ROMANO 

On Saturday, Dec. 18, at 6 p.m., join pianist Ronnie Romano for an evening of carols. 
The virtual program will feature holiday favorites played on Henry L. Sheldon’s 
historic Chickering piano. What are your favorites? 
Romano will take requests. Grab a festive beverage 
and sing along. 

Romano is a recent Middlebury College graduate. 
He is the music director of the Wellspring Hospice 
Singers, music director of both the Champlain Valley 
Unitarian Universalist Society in Middlebury and 
the All Souls Interfaith Gathering in Shelburne, and 
a private music instructor in piano, ear training and 
music theory. The concert is free, but you’ll need to 
pre-register at henrysheldonmuseum.org s/holiday-
concert-2021 to receive the Zoom link. For more 
information call the Sheldon at 802-388-2117.

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G

SING
L O N G

•A•

THE 1619 BOOK LIST
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ARIES: March 21-April 20. Relationships will 
be easy for you this week, Aries. You will be in 
tune with the vibe of the people with whom 
you interact on a daily basis and can push 
interactions further.

TAURUS: April 21-May 
21. Remember to take 
lessons from those 
who have blazed trails 
before you. Taurus. You 
don’t have to reinvent 
the wheel. Explore 
some tried and true 
strategies.

GEMINI: May 22-
June 21. Gemini, your 
desire to remodel or 
redecorate your home 
could come to the 
forefront this week. Be 
careful to set a budget; 
otherwise, you run the 
risk of overspending. 

CANCER: June 22-July 
22. You may be lacking 
some self-confi dence 
in the romance 
department right now, 
Cancer. Phone a friend 
and get the pep talk 
you need to realize 
you’ve got what it takes. 

LEO: July 23-Aug. 23. 
Leo, you may tempted 
to turn off  your phone 
this week, as the idea 
of a device-free day 
is enticing. Take a 
brief time out from 
technology each day. 

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 
22. Virgo, if you feel 
backed into a corner, try 
not to lash out but understand others’ opinions 
and why they may be questioning you. Listen 
and you’ll fi nd a solution.

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23. Libra, it’s unlikely you 
can check everything off  of your list this week. 
Don’t let that get you down, however. You will 
accomplish a lot. Measured progress is still 

progress.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-
Nov. 22. Scorpio, you 
may be known for 
being serious much of 
the time, but it’s alright 
to be goofy and playful 
once in a while. Engage 
in some entertaining 
antics.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23-Dec. 21. Stand up 
for what you believe in 
this week, Sagittarius. 
Others will be inspired 
by your actions and 
may join in support 
of the cause you’ve 
championed.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22-Jan. 20. The pressure 
on you has been 
tremendous lately, 
Capricorn. You may 
want to treat yourself 
to a well-deserved rest. 
The break will quickly 
rejuvenate you.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21-
Feb. 18. This is a good 
time to pursue your 
dreams, Aquarius. 
Make a list of smaller 
steps that will help you 
achieve your goals and 
then put the plan into 
action.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 
20. You can’t avoid 

every poor situation that comes your way, 
Pisces. Don’t run and hide, but step up and face 
the music.

Cosmic ForecastCosmic Forecast

OPEN: M-F 10-5, Saturday 9:30-4
Closed Sunday

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Buy HUSQVARNA® VIKING® &
SAVE $10 for every

$100 you spend!

* Offer valid Dec. 1-24, 2021. * In-stock sewing machines.

DeckDeck
the Hallsthe Halls

with Wreaths, 
Poinsettias, 

Centerpieces, 
and More!

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Now’s your last chance to grab 
those last minute gi� s for the 

� ber lover in your life!

Mon., Wed.- Sat. 10am-5pm
NEW: Sundays 11am-2pm!

Masks now required in store

DEC. 16 — Jane Austen, novelist (d)

DEC. 17 — Eddie Kendricks, singer & 

songwriter (d)

DEC. 18 — Steven Biko, anti-apartheid activist (d) 

DEC. 19 — Edith Piaf, singer (d)

DEC. 20 — Sandra Cisneros, writer (55)

DEC. 21 — Jemele Hill, journalist (46)

DEC. 22 — Diane Sawyer, journalist, sculptor (76)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

BOOKSTORETH
E

802.465.8009               8 CONANT SQUARE              BRANDON, VERMONT

Seasons Readings from Th e Bookstore!

A NEW BOOK ABOUT
A VERMONT FARM 

THAT LASTED 101 YEARS
  A great holiday gift!

$22 at The Vermont Book Shop
and other local bookshops.

The book tells the story of settling the Vermont frontier, 
the flourishing farm on Lake Champlain in Charlotte, 
the famous apple orchard, the Morgan horse enterprise 
and, ultimately, the failure of the farm and reestablishing 
the family in Middlebury. The author reflects on what it 
means to be a Vermonter, then and now.

Published by the Center for Research on Vermont
and the White River Press.
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THURSDAY, 
DEC. 16

THE ALMENDROS IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, 
Dec. 16, 7 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant 
St. Almendros plays a lively range of styles, 
from reggae, ska and world music to alt-country 
and rootsy rock ’n’ roll. The band also offers its 
treatments of material by writers ranging from 
Bob Marley, Sly Stone and Smokey Robinson to 
John Fogerty, Lucinda Willliams and the Clash. 
Tickets $10. All attendees are asked to wear 
a mask and be vaccinated against COVID-19. 
Unvaccinated youth under age 12 may attend 
wearing masks. More info at townhalltheater.org.

FRIDAY, DEC. 17
“AMAHL AND THE NIGHT VISITORS” IN 
SALISBURY. Friday, Dec. 17, 5:30 and 7:30 p.m., 
Salisbury Congregational Church, 853 Maple St. 
Amahl and the Night Visitors concerns a young 
handicapped boy and his mother, who live in 
a poor village that is on the route for the three 
kings to travel to meet the Christ-child after his 
birth. More info and tickets, $25, at barnopera.
com.

SATURDAY, DEC. 18
LUMEN CELEBRATION OF FIRE & LIGHT 
IN BRISTOL. Saturday, Dec. 18, downtown. 
Experience fire performers, a lighted walk down 
Main Street, and cozy fires. 

“AMAHL AND THE NIGHT VISITORS” IN 
SALISBURY. Saturday, Dec. 18, 5:30 and 7:30 
p.m., Salisbury Congregational Church, 853 
Maple St. See Dec. 17 listing.

TUESDAY, DEC. 21
WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Tuesday, Dec. 21, beginning 
at 4 p.m., Merchants Row. Lanterns, puppets 
pageantry, a show of St. George and the Dragon 
and more surprises will illuminate Merchants 
Row. Free.

FRIDAY, DEC. 24
TOWN HALL THEATER VIRTUAL HOLIDAY 
JUKEBOX. Friday, Dec. 24-Saturday, Jan. 1, 
online at townhalltheater.org. THT presents a 
new concert showcasing an uplifting collection 
of local music videos. $10. Proceeds benefit the 
Giving Fridge.

THURSDAY, DEC. 30
“SHEPHERD: THE STORY OF A JEWISH DOG” 
ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Dec. 
30, 7 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant 
St.  From award winning director Lynn Roth, 
this film sensitively portrays the timeless and 
unbreakable bond between a boy and his 
faithful dog as it is put to the ultimate test in 
1930s Germany. When the Nuremberg Laws 
are passed forbidding Jews to own pets, 
Kaleb, a German Shepherd, is separated from 
his Jewish family and his beloved 10 year 
old master, Joshua. What follows is a story 
of love and courage during an unforgettable 
time in history seen through the eyes and 
perspective of a dog. More info at mnff.org or 
townhalltheater.org.

FRIDAY, DEC. 31
NEW YEAR’S EVE FIREWORKS AND ICE 
SKATING IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Dec. 
31, beginning at 6:30 p.m., Middlebury Rec 
Field, Mary Hogan Dr. American Legion Post 
27 is sponsoring this year’s New Year’s Eve 
fireworks and ice skating. Fireworks will begin 
at approximately 6:30 p.m. When they’re done  
head over to the Memorial Sports Center and 
enjoy free ice skating from 7-8:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JAN. 2
“CINDERELLA” LIVE IN HD IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Sunday, Jan. 2, 1 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 
S. Maple St. Laurent Pelly’s storybook staging 
of Massenet’s Cendrillon is presented with 
an all-new English translation in an abridged 
90-minute adaptation, with mezzo-soprano 
Isabel Leonard as its rags-to-riches princess. 
Encore screening of the January 1 Met 
performance. Tickets $24 adults/$10 students, 
available at townhalltheater.org.

THURSDAY, JAN. 6
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB CROSS-COUNTRY SKI 
IN RIPTON. Thursday, Jan. 6, Goshen Dam. A 2-4 
mile ski to Goshen Dam,  depending on route, 
snow conditions, and if group prefers to do as 
a loop. If snow is not good, will do as a hike or 
snowshoe. Contact Morris Earle at morrisearle@
gmail.com with questions or to register.

SATURDAY, JAN. 8
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN RIPTON. 
Saturday, Jan. 8, Spirit in Nature, Goshen Rd. 

Easy to moderate hike on the Spirit in Nature 
trails, 3-4 miles maximum, minimal elevation 
gain. Depending on conditions snowshoes, 
microspikes and poles recommended. Contact 
leader Liana Merrill at merrill.liana@gmail.com 
to get details and register.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 12
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB SNOWSHOE IN 
HANCOCK. Wednesday, Jan. 12. Snowshoe 
north from Middlebury Gap on the Long Trail to 
Silent Cliffs and towards Burnt Hill turnoff. 1-2 
miles each way, depending on group interest. 
Strenuous. Contact Morris Earle at morrisearle@
gmail.com with questions or to register.

“THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM” VIRTUAL 
LECTURE SERIES IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, 
Jan. 12, 7 p.m., Zoom. In “Picturing Difference: 
Photography, Democracy, and Race in the 19th 
Century,” Michelle Smiley will discuss American 
daguerreotype portraiture, its uses as both 
as a scientific instrument and as a means of 
picturing loved ones, as well as the photographic 
portrait as a medium of democratic participation, 
particularly for African American, Asian, and 
women subjects. More info and registration at 
henrysheldonmuseum.org/events.

SATURDAY, JAN. 15
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN CHARLOTTE. 
Saturday, Jan. 15, Charlotte Wildlife Refuge. An 
easy to moderate 3.1-mile network hike through 
woodlands and farms. The 290-acre property 
includes 2.25 miles of gravel trails winding 
through agricultural fields and meadows. 
Elevation gain is about 200 feet. Pets are not 
allowed on this hike. Contact trip leader Ken 
Corey at kac4964@gmail.com for questions or 
to register. 

SUNDAY, JAN. 16
“FROM THE WILD SEA” ON SCREEN IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, Jan. 16, 2 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater, 68 S. Maple St. This documentary 
portrays the heroic efforts of a network of 
marine wildlife rescue volunteers who work 
tirelessly to save sea animals from oil, plastic 
and escalating winter storms. In depicting 
the complex collision between humans and 
nature, the film deftly oscillates between the 
perspectives of humans and animals. Part of the 
MNFF Selects series. More info and tickets at 
townhalltheater.org or middfilmfest.org.

CONTINUED ON  NEXT PAGE
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MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

MCTV Channel 1071 
Friday, Dec. 17
 7:30 a.m. Congregational Church
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 6:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 7:30 p.m.  Cannabis Control Board  
  (CCB)
Saturday, Dec. 18
 7 a.m. Central Vermont Public  
  Safety 
 9 a.m.  Energy Week
 10 a.m.  Selectboard, Public Affairs
 3:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 4 p.m.  Memorial Baptist Service
 5:30 p.m.  Eckankar
 7 p.m.  Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m.  Energy Week
 9 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
Sunday, Dec. 19
 12 a.m.  CCB
 5 a.m.  Selectboard, Public Affairs
 9 a.m.  Catholic Mass
 10 a.m.  Energy Week

 11 a.m.  Memorial Baptist Service
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 5:30 p.m. Eckankar 
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 10 p.m. Middlebury Edition
Monday, Dec. 20
 12 a.m. CCB
 6 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
 6 p.m. Green Mountain Care
  (GMC) Board
Tuesday, Dec. 21
 12 a.m. GMC Board
 9:30 a.m. Eckankar
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 5:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 7 p.m. Selectboard (LIVE)
   Public Affairs 
Wednesday, Dec. 22
 12 a.m. GMC Board
 7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 9 a.m. Middlebury Edition

 9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Gov. Scott
 5 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Selectboard
 10 p.m. Gov. Scott
Thursday, Dec. 23
 5 a.m. Selectboard
 7:30 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 8 a.m. Congregational Service
 10 a.m. Gov. Scott
 12 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 8 p.m. Energy Week
 10:30 p.m. Eckankar

Channel 1091 
Friday, Dec. 17
 5:30 a.m. ACSD & HCC School  
  Boards
 12 p.m. The Story Matters
 3 p.m. Poets and Authors
 5:32 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6:30 p.m. The Story Matters
 8:30 p.m. First Wednesdays

 10 p.m. Yestermorrow Series
Saturday, Dec. 18
 5 a.m. All Things LGBQ
 6 a.m. ACSD School Board
 12 p.m. The Story Matters
 2:45 p.m. Kids Yoga 
 3 p.m. Yoga with Nicole
 3:30 p.m.  All Things LGBTQ
 6:30 p.m. MUHS Band
  and Choir Concerts
 9 p.m. The Story Matters
Sunday, Dec. 19
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. The Story Matters
 8 a.m. MUHS Band and Choir
 2 p.m. The Story Matters
 4 p.m. “The Sound of Music”
 6:45 p.m. ACSD, HCC Boards
Monday, Dec. 20
 5 a.m. Poets and Authors
 11 a.m. Chair Yoga 
 12 p.m. The Story Matters
 4 p.m. MUHS Band and Choir
 5:45 p.m. “The Sound of Music”
 8 p.m. ACSD, HCC Boards

Tuesday, Dec. 21
 6 a.m. Yestermorrow 
 9:30 a.m. The Story Matters
 12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 1 p.m. ACSD, HCC Boards
 6 p.m. The Story Matters
 8 p.m. MUHS Band and Choir
 10 p.m. Yestermorrow
Wednesday, Dec. 22
 12 a.m. Programs on Architecture
 7 a.m. “The Sound of Music”
 12 p.m. The Story Matters
 3:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 4:30 p.m. MUHS Band and Choir
 10 p.m. ACSD, HCC Boards
Thursday, Dec. 23
 12 a.m. The Story Matters
 6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 a.m. Yoga
 10 a.m. Yestermorrow
 12 p.m. ACSD Board
 5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6:30 p.m. “The Sound of Music”
 8:45 p.m. MUHS Jazz Band

SUNDAY, JAN. 23
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, Jan. 23, Trail Around 
Middlebury. An easy to moderate 6- to 8-mile 
hike that meanders through Wright Park, may 
be  very slippery. Well-mannered and leashed 
dogs welcome. Call Ellen Cronan at 908-595-
2926 to get details and register.

SATURDAY, JAN. 29
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN 
FERRISBURGH. Saturday, Jan. 29, Kingsland 
Bay State Park, 787 Kingsland Bay Park 
Rd. Easy hike, 2-3 miles, minimal elevation 
gain. Depending on conditions snowshoes, 
microspikes and poles recommended. Contact 
leader  David Andrews at vtrevda@yahoo.com, 
802-388-4894, to get details and register.

RUSTY DEWEES IN VERGENNES. Saturday, 
Jan. 29, 7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera House, 120 
Main St. Rusty DeWees, comedian, musician 
and storyteller, returns to the Vergennes Opera 
House with a year’s worth of new material for a 
night of humor, storytelling and music. Tickets 
$15 available at vergennesoperahouse.org/
events.

SATURDAY, FEB. 5
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Feb. 5, Wright Park. 
Easy to moderate hike in Wright Park, 3-4 miles 
maximum, minimal elevation gain. Depending 
on conditions snowshoes, microspikes and 
poles recommended. Contact leader Liana 
Merrill at merrill.liana@gmail.com  to get details 
and register.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 9
“THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM” VIRTUAL 
LECTURE SERIES IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, 
Feb. 9, 7 p.m., Zoom. In “Old Maps, New 
Pathways: Cartography, Museum Collections, 
and Decolonial Possibilities,” Williams College 
Professor Christine DeLucia revisits maps and 
material culture collections in local museums, 
historical societies, and archives across the 
Northeast to explore two intertwined threads: 
how these sources can illuminate histories 
of Euro-colonial impacts across Indigenous 
homelands; and how they may convey vital 
Indigenous critiques, resistances and ongoing 
relationships with homelands and sovereignties. 
Info and zoom link at henrysheldonmuseum.
org/events.

SATURDAY, FEB. 12
LC JAZZ WINTER THAW IN VERGENNES. Saturday, 
Feb. 12, 7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera House, 120 
Main St. Free Community Concert. LC Jazz plays 
the music of the greats, (Basie, Ellington, Goodman, 
Miller, Sinatra, Darin) and, for over 25 years, raises 
important funds for their music scholarship 
program. The scholarships benefit students from 
Vergennes, Mt. Abe and Middlebury High Schools 
who are entering a music performance or music 
education program. Free. Donations go toward 
the student scholarship fund. Doors and cash bar 
hosted by Bar Antidote/Hired Hand open at 6:30.

SUNDAY, FEB. 13
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN RIPTON. 
Sunday, Feb. 13, Water Tower and Catamount 
Trails. A more difficult, 3- or 4-mile trek with 350 
elevation change. Hike will include Water Tower 
trails and the Catamount Trail. Requires car spot. 
Be prepared for ice and snow. Contact leader 
Ruth Penfield at ruthpenfield@gmail.com or 
802-388-5407 for details.

SATURDAY, FEB. 19
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB WALK IN 
SHELBURNE. Saturday, Feb. 19, Shelburne 
Farms. Walk or snowshoe the Farm Trail from 
the Welcome Center. Moderately difficult; 
5 miles. Bring a snack or lunch, water, and 
dress to the weather in thermal layers (avoid 
cotton). Ankle gaiters and hiking poles are 
recommended. Be prepared for ice and snow. 
Contact leader Ruth Penfield for information, 
meeting time and possible carpooling 
from Middlebury area at 802-388-5407 or 
ruthpenfield@gmail.com.

CELEBRATE 
THE DARKEST 
DAY OF THE 
YEAR IN 
MIDDLEBURY! 
COME DOWN 
TOWN TO MERCHANTS ROW ON 
TUESDAY, DEC. 21 FOR LANTERNS, 
PUPPETS, AND MORE SURPRISES 
BEGINNING AT 4 P.M.

picktop
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ung in doorways to spread 
holiday cheer, mistletoe is rich in 
mythology and tradition.

Mistletoe comes from the Old English word 
“mistiltan” in which “mistil” means “dung” 
and “tan” means “twig.” This reference to bird 
droppings is certainly counter-intuitive to 
mistletoe’s romantic symbolism.

Mistletoe is the common name for more than 
1,300 species of ancient hemi-parasitic plants 

of the Viscaceae family existing throughout 
the world. Hemi-parasitic plants are all plants 
of the order Santalales that can make food 
through photosynthesis while also getting 
water and nutrients from a host.

The European mistletoe (Viscum album) 
and the American mistletoe (Phoradendron 
serotinum) are the two species of mistletoe 
sold at Christmastime.

European mistletoe has oval evergreen leaves 
with smooth edges and two to six dense 
clusters of waxy white berries while the 
American mistletoe has shorter broader leaves 
and clusters of 10 or more berries. All parts of 
both mistletoes are poisonous.

American mistletoe aff ects more than 100 
species of trees, notably oaks. It is found in 
U.S. Department of Agriculture plant hardiness 
zones 6-11 from New Jersey to Florida and 
west to eastern Texas. It fl owers from July to 
September. Each female fl ower produces a 
white berry with a single seed that ripens in 
winter.

The plant spreads through seeds that 
hitchhike on birds’ feathers or are released in 
birds’ droppings. Each seed is covered with 
viscin, a glue-like substance that allows the 
seed to easily adhere to the bark of a host tree 
on which it germinates.

The medicinal and mythical history of 
mistletoe originated in Europe during the 
Classical era. The Greeks used Viscum album 
as a medicinal herb to treat a variety of 
ailments and the Romans as a balm against 
epilepsy, poisons and ulcers.

Historians speculate that the romantic myth 
associated with mistletoe began with the 
Celtic druids in the fi rst century A.D. Because 
the plant blossomed in cold winter, they 
believed it held supernatural powers of high 
fertility. They considered it sacred and used 
it to improve fertility among humans and 
animals.

In a Norse myth, Frigg, the goddess of love, 
casts a spell on all plants to ensure that none 
could be used as a weapon against her son 
Baldur. Unfortunately, she forgets to include 

GARDENER
A S K  A  M A S T E R

W H A T ’ S  T H E  R O M A N C E  W I T H  M I S T L E T O E ?

Nadie VanZandt is a 
UVM Extension Master 
Gardener from Panton.

NADIE
 VANZANDT

BYH mistletoe’s romantic symbolism.

Mistletoe is the common name for more than 
1,300 species of ancient hemi-parasitic plants 

NADIE
 VANZANDT

BYH

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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mistletoe, and Baldur dies by an arrow made 
of mistletoe. Subsequently, Frigg declares 
mistletoe a symbol of love and promises to 
kiss anyone who walks beneath it.

Historians are not sure how this myth became 
a Christmas tradition, but they have traced 
the practice back to the lyrics of a folk song 
published in England in 1784.

Mistletoe is easily spotted in trees in winter 
where it forms large green balls on bare 
branches. It grows best in full sun or part 
shade.

Although parasitic, it is valuable to our 
ecosystem. This plant does not damage trees 
in areas where water is abundant. In general, 
mistletoe affects older and larger trees, 
providing safe cover and nesting places for 
birds.

Its highly nutritious berries are an excellent 
food source for small animals, birds and 
insects. In fact, the American mistletoe is 
critical to all stages of the beautiful great 
purple hairstreak butterfly.

For centuries, Europeans have used Viscum 
album in traditional medicine. Today, they use 
its extract in prescription drugs and dietary 
supplements and also are considering it in the 
treatment of cancer. However, in the United 
States, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
has not approved any form of mistletoe to treat 
any medical condition.

American mistletoe, a hemi-parasitic plant commonly found in the mid-Atlantic and southern states, affects more than 
100 different species of trees. PHOTO / FRANCO FOLINI / CREATIVE COMMONS

Mistletoe’s association with the Christmas holidays can be traced back to an 18th-century English folk song. 
PHOTO / JULITA BODENSEE-SCHWEIZ / PIXABAY

you
know?

did

• THERE ARE 1,300 MISTLETOE 

SPECIES WORLDWIDE.

• MISTLETOES PRODUCE WHITE 

BERRIES, EACH CONTAINING 

ONE STICKY SEED THAT 

CAN ATTACH TO BIRDS AND 

MAMMALS FOR A RIDE TO NEW 

GROWING SITES.

• THREE KINDS OF U.S. 

BUTTERFLIES DEPEND ON 

MISTLETOE FOR SURVIVAL: 

THE GREAT PURPLE 

HAIRSTREAK, THE THICKET 

HAIRSTREAK AND THE 

JOHNSON’S HAIRSTREAK.
Find more at blog.nwf.org
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ACROSS
 1. You fry food in it

 4. Pesky insect

 8. Gets older

10. __ Dern, actress

11. Uncouth man

12. One who sulks

13. Napoleon’s king of Naples

15. One who swims 

underwater

16. Make amends

17. Expressions

18. Document format

21. What a beaver makes

22. Limb

23. Photograph

24. Golf score

25. Moroccan mountain range

26. Wrinkled dog breed: Shar 

__

27. 20th century sex symbol

34. Remedy for all diseases

35. Bluish greens

36. Moved swiftly

37. Type of units

38. Madames

39. Indian religious god

40. Potentially hazardous 

asteroids

41. Leak slowly through

42. An association of 

criminals

43. A way to push content 

(abbr.)

DOWN
 1. Town in central Brazil

 2. Large burrowing rodent

 3. Nerve cell

 4. Estimating

 5. Bakers use it

 6. Regions

 7. Small lake

 9. Environmentalist nun

10. More kookie

12. Announce offi  cially

14. Israeli city __ Aviv

15. Title given to friar

17. Inches per minute (abbr.)

19. Buildings

20. Pouch

23. They steal on the high seas

24. It’s mightier than the 

sword

25. Going off  on a tangent

26. Monetary unit

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box 
must contain each 
of the numbers 1 to 
9. Puzzles come in 
three grades: easy, 
medium and diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 14.

27. Young woman

28. Type of bulb

29. Type of drug (abbr.)

30. City opposite Dusseldorf

31. Animal disease

32. Martini necessities

33. Elude

34. La __: Buenos Aires 

capital

36. An oft-enduring symbol

PuzzlesPuzzles

Exercise your mind.
With the Addy Indy puzzles 

every Thursday!

SHARPstay
Exercise your mind.

With the Addy Indy puzzles 
every Thursday!

SHARPstaySHARPstaySHARPstay
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MUHS

Date Opponent/Event Time
12/10 Otter Valley 7 p.m.
12/14 Essex 7 p.m.
12/17 @ U-32 7 p.m.
12/21 Fair Haven 7 p.m.

12/23 @ Otter Valley 7 p.m.
12/30 @ Montpelier 7 p.m.
1/5 @ Mt. Abraham 7 p.m.
1/8 Missisquoi 12:30 p.m.
1/13 Enosburg 7 p.m.

1/19 Colchester 7 p.m.
1/22 @ North Country 12:30 p.m.
1/25 @ Vergennes 7 p.m.
1/28 Mt. Abraham 7 p.m.
2/2 @ Missisquoi 7 p.m.

2/4  Harwood 7 p.m.
2/8 @ Enosburg 7 p.m.
2/10 @ Colchester 7 p.m.
2/12 @ Rutland 2:30 p.m.

Middlebury Union High School Girls’ Varsity Basketball

Middlebury Union High School
Varsity Girls’ Basketball

Coach: Chris Altemose
Name Grade
Alex Bonavita 12
Gennie Dora 12
Ivy Doran 12
Viviana Hammond 12
Sophie Larocque 12
Zoey Noble 12
Fairley Olson 12
Lily Russell 12
Hannah Turner 12
Kelsey Altemose 11
Emma Brown 11
Cady Pitner 11
Makayla Swan 11
Ele Sellers 11

Middlebury Union High School
Varsity Boys’ Basketball

Coach: John Howe
Name Grade
Cameron Castelli 12
Nikolai Luksch 12
Asher Rubright 12
Sam Warren 12
Cole Ashton 11
Willem Berry 11
Graham Matrick 11
Cyrus Odell 11
Penn Riney 11
Jeremiah Tinker 11
Jack Trudeau 11
Fynn Whitlock 11

Date Opponent/Event Time
12/15 Otter Valley 7 p.m.
12/17 U-32 7 p.m.
12/23 Colchester 7 p.m.
12/30 Mill River 7 p.m.
1/4 @ Spaulding 7 p.m.

1/7 @ Fair Haven 7 p.m.
1/10 Rutland 7 p.m.
1/15 Missisquoi 12:30 p.m.
1/18 North Country 6:30 p.m.
1/21 @ Vergennes 7 p.m.
1/26 Milton 7 p.m.

1/29 @ Enosburg  2:30 p.m.
2/1 @ Mt. Abraham 7 p.m.
2/4 @ Mill River 7 p.m.
2/9 @ Missisquoi 7 p.m.
2/12 @ North Country 12:30 p.m.
2/14 Vergennes 7 p.m.

2/17 @ Milton 7 p.m.
2/21 Enosburg 7 p.m.
2/24 Mt. Abraham 7 p.m.

Middlebury Union High School Boys’ Varsity Basketball

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The short 

2021 winter season brought mostly 
good news to the Middlebury 
Union High School programs. 

The hockey teams arguably fared 
the best. A girls’ squad, with barely 
enough skaters to field a team, 
surged through the postseason and 
claimed the Division II crown, and 
the boys’ hockey team’s 6-3 record 
included two playoff wins and a 
trip to the semifinal round. 

Both Nordic teams were third 
in D-II, the dance team picked up 
a third in one of its disciplines, 
the girls’ basketball team hosted a 
playoff game for the first time in 
seven years, and boys’ hoop at least 
hit .500. 

The pandemic idled wrestlers 
and gymnasts this past winter out 
of the proverbial abundance of 
caution, but those programs are 
back this winter, when — if fortune 
smiles — Vermont high school 
teams will play full schedules. 

GIRLS’ 
HOCKEY 

The coach who led the girls’ 
hockey program in recent years, 
Matt Brush, opted to step down. 
His two assistants, Erin Robinson 
and Duncan Rollason, have jointly 
taken over the reins. 

They will lead a different team. 
Last season’s had just nine skaters 
and four goalies. Even though four 
of this season’s athletes are new to 
the sport, there are 20 on the roster, 
so the coaches don’t expect every 
game to be an endurance test.

But they do expect it’ll take a 
while for this year’s edition to 
develop the bonds that helped last 
season’s group succeed. Robinson 
said unity will be key once again. 

“Team chemistry is huge. Last 
year we had some new girls, too, 
and certainly some adversity with 
only nine skaters. Everybody had 
to really pull their weight and work 
hard,” Robinson said. “It’s not all 

(See Girls’ hockey, Page 3C)

Call the o�  ce or speak with your provider about scheduling an appointment. 388-1338

rainbowvt.com

Good Luck to the althetes
throughout Addison County!

Have a great season!Have a great season!

Make an appointment today!
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about skill. It’s about how well we 
can work together and trust one 
another.”

Rollason said part of that 
chemistry will be “instilling some 
confidence in those younger 
players so they can develop.” He 
pointed out they have talent, but 
are making a step up from youth 
play. 

If that occurs, he said, their 
abilities can blend with the 
returners. 

“There is skill among those 
young players, and skill among our 
veteran players,” Rollason said. 

On the ice junior Hana Doria 
and sophomore Lily Finn return 
on defense in front of freshman 
goalie Lucy Hubbell, who this past 
winter saw limited action behind 
two seniors. 

Eighth-graders Ireland Hanley 
and Sawyer Witscher (also a 
forward) will also see time as a 
back, as could junior veteran Nyna 
Cole, returning after missing last 
season with an injury. The coaches 
might start Cole up front and move 
her back when she gets up to speed.

Veteran senior Avery Gale also 
returns after a year off, and the 
coaches said she could team up 
on a line with sophomore returner 
Erin Mulcahy and 8th-grader Lea 
Calzini. 

Cole, senior Patience Hanley, 
sophomore Amelia Quesnel, 
freshman veteran Mckenna 
Raymond, and 8th-graders Kenyon 
Connors, Ila Crowley, and Ellie 
Wilkinson Sachs are also all in the 
mix up front. 

The four who are new to the 
sport are senior Taylor Betourney, 
sophomore Brandy Bishop, and 
freshmen Mai Doan and Maya 
Shea.

The coaches said lineup plans 

might not last much longer than 
the first game — the Tigers were 
unable to line up any scrimmages 
to help evaluate skaters and 
combinations. 

“A lot could change once we 
have real game-time observation 
of these players. Right now we’re 
just observing through practice,” 
Rollason said.  

Early indicators were promising.
“What we’ve seen is a hard-

working team,” Rollason said. 
“We look like a hockey team when 
we’re skating.”

Robinson said the coaches will 
set firm goals for their athletes. 

“It wouldn’t be Middlebury 
hockey if we didn’t expect to come 
and work and leave it all out on the 
ice,” Robinson said. “Success is 
bound to follow.”

BOYS’ ICE 
HOCKEY

Like the girls’ hockey program, 
the boys’ skaters have new, but 
familiar, leadership. Jordan 
Stearns, a Vergennes member-
to-member player whose Tiger 
playing career concluded in 2014, 
takes over as coach from Derek 
Bartlett, who will assist. 

Stearns, a 2018 UVM graduate 
who is working on his MBA, 
is coming off a three-year stint 
leading a Middlebury Amateur 
Hockey Association Bantam team 
that included a number of his Tiger 
skaters. He said he wanted to stay 
in hockey. 

“Once I finished (college) I 
had more time, and I reached out 
to MAHA to see if they needed 
anybody just because I wanted to 
be involved,” he said.

Stearns was also motivated to 

Date Opponent/Event Time
12/15 Milton 6 p.m.
12/23 @ St. Johnsbury 12 noon
12/30 Harwood 5 p.m.
1/6 @ Essex 7 p.m.

1/11 @ Randolph 6 p.m.
1/22 @ Burr & Burton 3 p.m.
1/28 @ Montpelier 7 p.m.
2/2 Colchester/Burlington 6 p.m.
2/9 South Burlington 6 p.m.

Coaches: Natalia Harthman
Name Grade
Alyza Alger 12

Kylee Ellis 12
Kaya Wright 12
Mary Johnson 11

Middlebury Union High School Varsity Gymnastics

Middlebury Union High School Varsity Gymnastics

Girls’ hockey
(Continued from Page 2C)

Middlebury Union High School
Varsity Dance Team

Date Opponent/Event Time
1/8 @ Burr & Burton 1 p.m.
1/22	 @	Mt.	Mansfield	 1	p.m.
1/29 @ South Burlington 1 p.m.
2/5	 Mt.	Mansfield	 1	p.m.
2/12 @ Lamoille 1 p.m.

Coaches: Caitlin Hurteau, Ashley Smith
Name Grade
Ty Codding 12
Riley Farrell 12
Amanda Kearns 12
Jayden Rushton 12
Isabella Smith 12

Caroline Teague 12
Alexa Whelan 12
Joleigh Bradford 11
Hannah Cormier 11
Amanda Gomes 11
Gisele Musanase 11
Adelaide Riche 11

Abigail Stafford 11
Vanessa Sunderland 11
Blaze Dunn 10
Gedeleine Franklin 9
Juliette Hunsdorfer 9
Autumn Lowell 9

Middlebury Union High School Varsity Dance

Coach: Ethan Raymond
Name Grade
Milo Gordon 12
Kalvin Kennett 12
Tucker Kennett 12
Brian Whitley 12

Kayden Brown 11
Layne Chant 11
Elliot Holbrook-Dunn 11
Owen Larrow 11
Berkley McDermott 11
Nicholas Sheldrick 11

Liam Wagner 11
Chris White 11
Avery Carl 9
Aiden Ellis 9
Alex Sperry  9
Keegan Stone 9

Middlebury Union High School Varsity Wrestling

Middlebury Union High School
Varsity Wrestling 

Date Opponent/Event Time
12/14	 @	Mt.	Mansfield	 6	p.m.
12/21 @ Vergennes 5:30 p.m.
12/29 Middlebury Tournament 9 a.m.
1/3 @ Mt. Abraham 6 p.m.
1/11 Harwood/Colchester 6 p.m.
2/1 Spaulding/Milton 6 p.m.
2/25 &26
 State Meet  TBD

Middlebury Union High School Girls’ Varsity Ice Hockey
Date Opponent/Event Time
12/11 @ Hartford 2 p.m.
12/15 Spaulding 7 p.m.
12/22 @ Burr & Burton 5 p.m.
12/28 U-32 5 p.m.
12/29 Harwood  5 p.m.
1/5 Woodstock 7 p.m.
1/8 @ CVU 4:20 p.m.
1/12 @ Rice 5:20 p.m.
1/15 Stowe  7 p.m.
1/19	 @	Mt.	Mansfield	 4:45	p.m.

1/22 Brattleboro 5 p.m.
1/26 Burr & Burton 7 p.m.
1/29 @ U-32 4:30 p.m.
2/2 @ Harwood 5:30 p.m.
2/4 Hartford 5 p.m.
2/9 @ Woodstock 6:50 p.m.
2/12 @ Stowe 4 p.m.
2/16 Rice 7 p.m.
2/19 @ Brattleboro 4:45 p.m.
2/23	 Mt.	Mansfield		 7	p.m.

Coach: Erin Robinson and 
Duncan Rollason 
Name Grade
Avery Gale 12
Taylor Betourney 12
Patience Hanley 12
Nyna Cole 11
Hana Doria 11
Brandy Bishop 11
Lily Finn 10
Erin Mulcahy 10
Amelia Quesnel 10

Mai Doan 9
Ruby Hubbell 9
McKenna Raymond 9
Maya Shea 9
Lia Calzini 8
Kenyon Connors 8
Ila Crowley 8
Quin Doria 8
Ireland Hanley 8
Ellie Wilkinson-Sachs 8
Sawyer Witscher 8

Middlebury Union High School Varsity Girls’ Hockey

(See Boys’  hockey, Page 4C)

MONUMENT FARMS MILK.
Made For Athletes.

Monument Farms Dairy
2107 James Road  |  Weybridge, VT 

802-545-2119  |  MonumentFarms.com

MONUMENT FARMS MILK.MONUMENT FARMS MILK.MONUMENT FARMS MILK.
Hockey Skate Rentals  (youth size 8 to adult size 13)

Hockey Programs for All Ages
Reduced price Family and Small Group Rentals

Public Skating and Stick & Puck

Weekend or Weekday Ice Time Available to Rent. 

Let Us Host Your Event!
Open times can be seen on the schedule page

at www.memorialsportscenter.org

For full calendar, visit:
www.memorialsportscenter.org

296 Buttolph Dr, Middlebury
(802) 388 1238

info@memorialsportscenter.org
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FLOORING SOLUTIONS
Talk to our expert team and choose from our 
vast selection of flooring options!

PAINT CONSULTATION
You cannot go wrong when the paint comes 
from Countryside Carpet & Paint. Bring your 
ideas and bring your questions!

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Window treatments can affect heating and  
cooling. Come learn how we can help!

16 Creek Road, Middlebury  •  M-F 7:15-5:30, Sat. 8-3  •  802-388-6054
C O U N T R Y S I D E C A R P E TA N D PA I N T. C O M

Middlebury’s source for  
interior/exterior paint 

& decorating needs

N O  M AT T E R  W H AT  Y O U R 
T E A M  CO LO R S  A R E …

WE’VE GOT 
YOU COVERED

MIDDLEBURY  UNION  HIGH  SCHOOL

emulate his coaches.
“I was pretty fortunate as a kid, 

growing up through youth (sports) 
and right through high school, 
all my coaches, not just hockey, 
all the other sports I played were 
awesome,” he said.  

Stearns said he’s taking over a 
young, but talented, MUHS team.

“We’ve got a lot of speed, and 
we’ve got a lot of skill. I think that 
can really make up for our lack of 
experience,” Stearns said.

He will rely on the leadership 
of the team’s four seniors, Jordan 
Martin, Matthew Kiernan, Eddie 
Hodde and Joey Niemo, to help 
the younger players make the 
transition to varsity play. 

“There’s quite a big jump from 
bantam hockey to high school 
hockey, physicality, speed. It’s a lot 
faster game,” he said.

Hodde will be the No. 1 
netminder, with sophomore Casey 
Calzini ready to step in. Niemo 
will help anchor a blue line crew 
that will include juniors Cole 
Schnoor and Henry Hunsdorfer, 
sophomores Eliot Heminway and 
Jake Kadar, and freshman Ian 
Sinclair. 

Stearns plans, at least to start, 
call for Martin to center a line 
with junior Clyde Malhotra and 
sophomore Kellan Bartlett. 

The makeup of the other lines 
were less set in stone. Kiernan; 
sophomores Toby Draper, Gavin 
McNulty, Gus Hodde, Iver 
Anderson; and junior Nate Muzzy 
looked to be top candidates, with 
juniors Henry Anderson and Trevor 
Schnoor and sophomores Sawyer 
Leonard, Brady McDonough and 
Dylan Stowe looking to work their 
way in.

For the Tigers to make the most 
of their talent, Stearns said they’ll 
have to work together. 

“We’re going to have to play as 
a team. For us to take advantage of 
that skill and speed we’re going to 
have to possess the puck, and for 
that to happen they’re really going 
to have to come together as a team 

and learn to trust their teammates. 
Everybody is going to have to do 
their jobs on the ice, and everybody 
is going to have to move the puck,” 
he said.

The final elements will be hard 
work, personal growth and fun, 
Stearns said, and the rest will take 
care of itself.

“Really what I’m looking for is 
for them to mature mentally and 
really grow as individuals, learn 
to work hard,” Stearns said. “I’m a 
big advocate for working hard and 
finding the joy in that.”

NORDIC 
SKIING

While Coach Keith Wilkerson’s 
girls’ and boys’ Tiger Nordic teams 
are both coming off solid finishes 
in D-II this past winter, both will 
also be dealing with the loss of 
top skiers to graduation, decisions 
to take jobs, or attend Green 
Mountain Valley School and focus 
more intensely on the sport. 

But Wilkerson said plenty of 
good skiers remain, and that the first 
wave of younger skiers expected to 
join the MUHS program over the 
next several years also is arriving 
this winter. 

“It’s a good mix of veterans and 
new people,” he said. 

Top returners on the girls’ side 
include seniors Astrid Olsen 
and Ella Landis and juniors Lia 
Robinson, Ari Graham-Gurland, 
Naomi Brightman and Dahlia 
Harrison-Irwin. Wilkerson believes 
ninth-graders Beth McIntosh and 
Ava Schneider will be ready to 
challenge for the starting lineup. 

“We have two freshmen girls I 
expect even to displace some of 
those girls,” he said. 

Wilkerson looks for more strong 
results for the girls’ team.

“I’m expecting a top-five, if not 
better, at states if we continue on 
the way we’re looking,” he said. 
“If anything we might be a little 
stronger than last year on the girls’ 
side.”

juniors Eliot Schneider, Ben Seaton 
and Trey Bosworth all posted solid 
results a year ago. Wilkerson 
expects a number of freshmen to 
excel, including Matthew Berg, 
Aaron Carr-Perlow, Lucas Flinner, 
Baker Nelson and Haakon Olsen.

“We have a lot of youth on our 
side for the boys this year,” he said. 

And, as Wilkerson noted, there’s 
more young talent in the middle 
school pipeline.

“We’re looking to continue that 
wave,” he said. “We’re pretty 
excited about it.”

And regardless of the results, 
Wilkerson expects he, the other 
coaches and the athletes will enjoy 
the winter. 

“It’s a young, really enthusiastic 
group of kids,” he said. “It’s a lot 
of fun.”

WRESTLING
Word around the state is that 

many wrestling programs have 
lost athletes. Wrestling teams are 
often hard-hit because the 2020-
2021 season was called off due the 
abundance of COVID caution. But 
that’s not the case for Coach Ethan 
Raymond’s MUHS wrestling 
squad, with 17 wrestlers on the 
roster during the preseason. 

“I’m really excited about 
the numbers,” Raymond said. 
“Everyone’s come in and 
everyone’s worked hard.”

He added the wrestlers cover 
most weight classes, while almost 

all have a background in the sport.
“With the exception of one kid, 

they all have at least one year 
of experience,” Raymond said. 
“It varies, but they’re coming in 
with a basic grasp of wrestling, 
fundamentals and positioning, 
things like that. So we’re able to 
jump in where we left off two years 
ago.”

Many are young, but there are 
four seniors: Milo Gordon at 145 
pounds, Brian Whitley at 152, 
Tucker Kennett at 160, and Calvin 
Kennett at 170.

Raymond has high hopes for 
all four, but said Whitley and 
the Kennett twins have the more 
proven track records. 

“They can really compete with 
anybody,” he said. “Those three 
guys are going to kind of lead the 
team. They have the confidence 
and the experience.”

Five juniors have also signed on, 
most of whom gained seasoning 
two years ago. Layne Chant slots 
in at 132, Liam Wagner at 195, 
and Berkley McDermott at 220. 
Nick Sheldrick, who has more 
experience, and Kayden Brown are 
both heavyweights.

Then there are four sophomores 
and four freshman, all new to 
varsity.

“I really have only four 
freshmen, but it feels like I have 
eight, because the 10th-graders 
are all brand-new to me, too,” 
Raymond said. 

Of that group Raymond said 

freshmen Alex Sperry at 113 and 
Avery Carl at 132 and sophomores 
Owen Larrow at either 170 or 182 
and Chris White at 160 or 170 have 
the most seasoning. 

Any of the rest of the group could 
emerge, he said: freshman Keegan 
Stone at 120, sophomore Andre 
Davio at 145, freshman Aiden 
Ellis at 170, and sophomore Elliot 
Holbrook-Dunn at 195 or 220.

A major reason any or all of the 
Tiger wrestlers could succeed is the 
synergy that Raymond said comes 
from having a more complete 
roster. 

“You can get a lot more done 
with the energy in this room 
we have compared to six kids,” 
Raymond said. ‘It just creates a 
different atmosphere having 17 
kids working hard. So I’m excited 
to have a full room again.”

GYMNASTICS
Coach Natalia Harthman’s 

gymnastics team also didn’t 
compete in the abbreviated 2021 
season, but Harthman said it was 
more by choice: She and the team 
decided it preferred to get together 
twice a week and work on skills 
rather than travel to and host 
competitions during the pandemic. 

Also unlike the wrestling team, 
Harthman has a small squad: three 
seniors — Alyza Alger, Kylee Ellis 
and Kaya Wright — plus junior 
Mary Johnson. 

Boys’ hockey
(Continued from Page 3C)

Coach: Keith Wilkerson
Name Grade
Megan Balparda 12
Ancel Coburn 12
Cathy Dyer 12
Ella Landis 12
Camille Maglienti 12
Nathaniel McVeigh 12
Sasha Myers 12
Ben Munkres 12
Astrid Olsen 12
Henry Swan 12
Melody Berenbaum 11
Trey Bosworth 11

Helen Brayton 11
Naomi Brightman 11
Mary Conklin 11
Megan Gemignani 11
Arianna Graham-Gurland 11
Dahlia Harrison-Irwin 11
Ainsleigh Johnson 11
Lia Robinson 11
Vivian Ross 11
Stella Scalia 11
Eliot Schneider 11
Benjamin Seaton 11
Baxter Harrington 10
Eliott Slavin 10

Henry Weston 10
Eva Andrews 9
Sarah Benz 9
Matthew Berg 9
Aaron Carr-Perlow 9
Lucas Flinner 9
Beth McIntosh 9
Baker Nelson 9
Haakon Olsen 9
Gabe Schmidt 9
Ava Schneider 9
Jackson Trump 9
Lila Yoder 9

Middlebury Union High School Nordic Ski Team Middlebury Union High School
Boys’ & Girls’ Varsity Nordic Skiing

Date Opponent/Event Time
12/15 CVU 2:30 p.m.
12/28 @ Essex 11 a.m.
1/6 @ Colchester  3 p.m.
1/8	 @	Mt.	Mansfield	 10	a.m.
1/10 @ CVU 3 p.m.
1/17 CVU 2 p.m.
1/29 @ U-32 9 a.m.
2/5 @ South Burlington 9 a.m.
2/16 @ Burlington 3 p.m.
2/24 State Meet at Stowe 9 a.m.
2/28 State Meet at Rikert 9 a.m.

The boys lost three skiers who 
posted top-10 results at the two-
day state meet. 

“The boys are a little more 
challenged. They’re a little more 
rebuilding,” Wilkerson said. 

Sophomore Baxter Harrington 
is the top returning finisher, and 

(See See Gymnastics, Page 5C)

Teamwork divides
the task and
multiplies the success.
    Author Unknown

Good Luck Teams!

HEATING OIL  •  PLUMBING & HEATING  • GASOLINE

Owned & Operated by the MacIntyre Family since 1943

“Making Friends Warm Is Our Business”

388-9260
213 Exchange St., Middlebury
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We Support
All of Our High 
School Teams!

33 Seymour Street, Middlebury, VT  •  802-388-7620 
 www.countytirecenter.com •  info@countytirecenter.com

Mon – Fri  8am-4pm  •  Closed Sunday

Family operated since 1982

county tire 
keeps you 

in the game

Oldest Locally Owned & Operated  Automotive
and Tire Shop in Addison County for 38 Years!

Best of Luck to all of our Best of Luck to all of our 
Student Athletes this Winter!Student Athletes this Winter!

Serving Addison & Chittenden Counties Since 1945

PROPANE • ULTRA LOW SULFUR FUEL OIL • KEROSENE
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES

802-877-2661

Best of Luck to all of our Best of Luck to all of our 
Student Athletes this Winter!Student Athletes this Winter!

205 Main Street, Vergennes • JackmanFuels.com

JACKMAN FUELS, INC.
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VUHS

All four will compete in the 
all-around, which means taking to 
the bars, beam, vault and floor, and 
combining their results for a fifth 
result. 

Some have done the all-around 
in the past, Harthman said, while 
others have specialized in one or 
more events. All have broadened 
their skill base over the past two 
years and are eager learners, she 
said, but naturally will still do 
better in some individual events 
than others.

Alger has the most all-around 
experience.

“Alyza’s really good in the all-
around,” Harthman said. “She’s 
really good. She’s strong on the 
beam. She’s strong on vault as 
well. She definitely has a passion 
for both bars and floor, though.”

Ellis has steadily added to her 
repertoire.

“Kylee, every year has added 
a new strength, starting out with 
vaulting in 7th grade, and has 
slowly built up to being all-around,” 
Harthman said. “Her strengths are 
probably beam and floor.”

Wright is working on adding 
bars.

“Kaya is super strong on floor, 
beam and vault,” Harthman said. 
“She’s starting to learn more 
about bars… That will be a new 
adventure for her.”

Johnson should pick up skills 
quickly, according to the coach.

“Mary is strong all-around. She’s 
excellent on bars,” Harthman said. 
“She’s done clean floor routines 
every time she’s done floor. 
Everything she does has very clean 
skill.”

Importantly, Harthman said, the 
Tigers are receptive and work hard.

“We all work well together,” she 
said. “They’re willing to learn and 
try new things.”

Fortunately, the fact that 75% 
of her team will graduate does not 
pose too much of a problem. There 
are 12 middle school gymnasts 
who train with the team, most of 
them 6th-graders, but also four 
8th-graders.

“Hopefully we can grow our 
numbers,” Harthman said. 

BOYS’ 
BASKETBALL 

The Tiger boys’ basketball team 
has been over .500 in recent years, 
but ended up exactly there last 
winter after a first-round playoff 
setback.

Coach John Howe plans to take 
advantage of this year’s team’s 
size, athleticism and teamwork to 
move the needle back in the right 
direction.

The team’s attributes and depth 
should allow the Tigers to get after 
other teams defensively, Howe said.

“We’re big, there’s no question 
about it, and we’re long. So we’ll 
do a lot of different looks with full-
court defense,” he said.

Adding in the Tigers’ ability to 
rebound and willingness to share 
the ball, Howe said he will also 
emphasize a transition attack.

“I’m going to implement a couple 
of different fast-break offenses,” he 
said. 

Helping to orchestrate the offense 
will be senior guard Nikolai Luksch, 
with classmate Asher Rubright also 
helping to handle the ball. 

Juniors Graham Matrick and Jack 
Trudeau are guard/forwards who 
are likely to start or see significant 
minutes, with juniors Fynn 
Whitlock, Cole Ashton and Cyrus 
Odell also available as swingmen. 

Junior Penn Riney will start 
at center, with senior Cameron 
Castelli and junior Jeremiah 
Tinker spelling him and the other 
forwards. “I think we’re going to 
see a lot of points and rebounds out 
of Penn,” Howe said.

Junior Willem Berry started at 
forward last year, and senior leader 
Sam Warren will see plenty of time 
there, according to Howe. 

Howe believes the Tigers’ 
teamwork and athletic ability could 
take them a long way.

“If we play team defense with 
some high intensity, and we 
move the ball well, I think we’re 
going to win a lot of games with 
speed,” Howe said. “I think we’re 
going to see a lot of high-scoring 
games, but it’s going to have to be 
ball movement, and a lot of truly 

unselfish play.”

GIRLS’ 
BASKETBALL

Former Tiger boys’ coach Chris 
Altemose took over the Tiger girls’ 
team this past winter, and a group 
with no seniors managed a 4-4 
regular season after a couple tough 
years, good enough to earn the 
program its first home playoff game 
since 2014. 

The entire team returns for another 
go-round, and Altemose expects 
more good things. He said girls’ 
hoop numbers are good through 
middle-school and youth levels, and 
he hopes the Tigers can build on last 
winter and set a positive tone.  

“I think it was an exciting step 
forward for the program, and 
definitely for this group of girls,” 
Altemose said. “I’m just hoping this 
year can be for the whole program, 
top to bottom, a real nice positive 
move forward.”

Four starters are set in stone: 
senior point guard Ivy Doran, 
senior forward Hannah Turner, 
junior forward and leading scorer 

Ele Sellers, and junior guard Cady 
Pitner.

From there, a number of players 
could start, and many will certainly 
see plenty of time. With the standard 
20-game season back, Altemose 
hopes to cultivate depth. 

“I’d like to go a little deeper into 
my rotation than I did last year, he 
said.  

The team’s other seniors include 
four guards who saw action, Viviana 
Hammond, Zoe Noble, Fairley 
Olson and Sophie Larocque, and a 
fifth guard, Lily Russell, who sat out 
last year. 

Two more seniors will see time 
in the frontcourt, Alex Bonavita and 
Gennie Dora.

Junior guards who return 
are Makayla Swan and Kelsey 
Altemose, though the latter missed 
this past winter with an injury. Junior 
forward Emma Brown rounds out 
the team. 

Coach Altemose said many of 
the older athletes have been playing 
together since elementary school, 
and almost all of the group at least 
had half a season with each other a 
year ago. 

“Even with a shortened season 

they got some (varsity) experience 
together and kind of established a 
foundation for what we wanted to 
do this year,” he said.  

With a standard caveat, he is 
optimistic. 

“If we stay healthy, I would expect 
us to be right in the mix,” Altemose 
said. 

DANCE
Meanwhile, Coach Caitlin 

Hurteau’s Tiger dance team has 
established itself in numbers, with a 
full-fledged JV program as well as a 
full varsity roster.

The Tiger dancers finished third 
in the Hip Hop discipline in this past 
winter’s virtual state championship 
competition. MUHS actually tied for 
second in Hip-Hop with Lamoille 
behind winner Mount Mansfield, but 
dropped to third in the eight-team 
field in a tiebreaker. The Tigers also 
competed in the Jazz discipline and 
finished fourth in a seven-team field. 

Plans call for live competitions 
this year, with a five-meet schedule 
before the state meet. The Tigers are 
scheduled to host other teams on 
Feb. 5. 

Coach: Jordan Stearns
Name Grade
Eddie Hodde 12
Matthew Kiernan 12
Jordan Martin 12
Joey Niemo 12
Henry Anderson 11
Henry Hunsdorfer 11

Clyde Malhotra 11
Nate Muzzy 11
Cole Schnoor 11
Trevor Schnoor 11
Iver Anderson 10
Kellan Bartlett 10
Jake Kadar 10
Casey Calzini 10

Toby Draper 10
Eliot Heminway 10
Gus Hodde 10
Sawyer Leonard 10
Brady McDonough 10
Gavin McNulty 10
Dylan Stowe 10
Ian Sinclair 9

Gymnastics
(Continued from Page 4C)

Middlebury Union High School Varsity Boys’ Hockey
Date Opponent/Event Time
12/11 Harwood 7 p.m.
12/18 South Burlington 7 p.m.
12/20 Rutland 7 p.m.
12/22 Missisquoi 7 p.m.
12/28 Brookline (Tournament) 7 p.m.
12/29 Tourney Final/Consolation TBD
1/5 @ CVU 6:20 p.m.
1/8 @ U-32 6:30 p.m.
1/12 Stowe 7 p.m.
1/15 @ St. Johnsbury 3 p.m.

1/19 @ Harwood 7:15 p.m.
1/22 Hartford 7 p.m.
1/26 @ Burr & Burton 5 p.m.
1/29 Milton 7 p.m.
2/2 Burlington 7 p.m.
2/4 Woodstock 7 p.m.
2/12	 @	Northfield	 11	a.m.
2/16	 @	Mt.	Mansfield	 8:15	p.m.
2/19 Lyndon Institute 7:15 p.m.
2/23 @ Brattleboro 7:15 p.m.

Middlebury Union High School Boys’ Varsity Ice Hockey

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — As is the case 

with coaches and athletes in all the 
local schools, those at VUHS were 
looking forward to a full schedule 
this winter, assuming the latest 
COVID variants don’t knock the 
Commodores’ voyages off course. 

Where those voyages will 
lead if all goes well will, almost 
certainly, vary. 

What was arguably the most 
successful team at VUHS returning 
this winter? Indoor track. But that 
was two winters ago (there was 
no indoor track in Vermont last 
winter) and none of the runners 
who helped the Commodore 
boys win five races in the 2020 
state meet is back. Meanwhile, 
the team has a new coach who 
has also taken over the school’s (See Indoor Track, Page 6C)

Vergennes Union High School
Varsity Wrestling

Date Opponent/Event Time
12/11 @ N. Adirondack Tourney TBD
12/13 @ Harwood  6 p.m.
12/18 @ Granville, NY, Tourney TBD
12/21 Spaulding/Middlebury 5:30 a.m.
12/29 @ Middlebury Tournaey 6 p.m.
1/4	 Mt	Mansfield/	Colchester	 5:30
1/8 @ Mt. Anthony Tournament TBD
1/14 @ Essex Tournament TBD
1/15 @ Essex Tournament TBD
1/20 @ Essex  7 p.m.
1/22 Vergennes  3 p.m.
1/27 Spaulding/Mt. Abraham 5:30 p.m.
2/4 @ Harwood 6 p.m.
2/5	 @	Mt.	Mansfield	Tourney	 TBD
2/12 @ State Dual Meet Champ. TBD
2/25 @ State Championships TBD
2/26 @ State Championships TBD

Coaches: Eugene Stearns
Name Grade
Taylor Stearns 12
Eli Brace 11
Caden Howell 11

Evan Ambrose 10
Jamison Couture 10
Tyrell Lavoie 10
Isaac Preston 9

Vergennes Union High School Varsity Wrestling Team

cross-country and outdoor track 
programs. 

Next up would be the VUHS 
girls’ hoop team, which made it 
to the title game in Barre this past 
winter. But only three players 
return. 

Also succeeding last year 
was the VUHS boys’ basketball 
team. Unlike other Commodore 
programs, that group returns 
almost everyone from a squad that 
compiled a winning record and 
hosted and won a playoff game. 

The real outlier this past winter 
was the Commodore wrestling 
squad. The grapplers never 
made it to the mat last winter 
because wrestling was deemed 
too dangerous at the height of the 
pandemic. They’re back now, but 
only three podium finishers return 
from the group that in 2020 helped 
VUHS finish fifth in Vermont. 

What to expect? 
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TRACK & 
FIELD

New Indoor Track & Field Coach 
Mary Neffinger understands the 
reluctance of many athletes to run 
through the halls wearing masks, 
and she expects the numbers to 
swell for her spring track program, 
as they did for her cross-country 
teams in the fall.

“There are a lot more people who 
are going to sign up in the spring,” 
she said.

As it stands, senior Madeline 
DeGraaf, sophomore Ryder 
Messinger, and freshmen Rory 
Couture, Grey Fearon and Torrey 
Hanna make up the entire team, 
barring last-minute additions. 
DeGraaf, Fearon and Hanna all 
ran for the cross-country team, 
while Messinger won gold this past 
spring as part of the Commodore 
boys’ four-by-400-meter relay 
team. Neffinger said Couture is a 
speedy soccer player who is new 
to track. 

While DeGraaf has run longer 
distances in the past, Neffinger 
said she will join Messinger and 
probably Couture at 300 meters this 
winter, while all three are likely to 
compete at 55 meters as well. 

Fearon and Hanna might run at 
3,000 meters, but Neffinger said 
they will also focus at 1,000 and 
1,500 meters. 

Neffinger also plans to introduce 
new wrinkles — jumping and 
throwing. Fearon was a shot-putter 
in middle school and would like 
to pick up the shot again, while 
Couture has expressed an interest 
in the long jump. And Neffinger 
has found mats tucked away in 
storage that will allow them to do 
so. 

“We’re going to start bringing 
field events back, which will be 
fun,” she said.

Neffinger will also enjoy 
working with her athletes. 

“They’re great. They’re really 
self-motivated,” she said.

GIRLS’ 
BASKETBALL

Coach Billy Waller’s 
Commodore girls came up short 
in that visit to Barre last spring in 
part because one of the team’s three 
returning players, junior point 
guard Kyra Bradford, was hurt late 
in their stirring semifinal victory at 
Windsor.

The only other players back 
this season are versatile senior 
Felicia Poirier, who will share 
ball-handling responsibilities with 
Bradford and be counted on at both 
ends of the court, and senior post 
player Riley Dubois.

Waller acknowledged the 
obvious after the rest of his team 
graduated. 

“There’s no trying to replicate 
last year. We’re not even running 
the same offenses,” he said. 

But he said the three veterans 
are determined to leave a legacy of 
hard work and positive attitudes no 
matter the results. 

“What I like is I can rely on the 
backbone of those three, Felicia, 
Riley and Kyra, and they all have 
come with the same attitude they 
had last year. They expect to do 
well, they expect to be in games, 
and they expect to compete,” 
Waller said. “They work hard, and 
they have now taken on the role of 
leading the younger kids.”

Waller said the Commodores 
will still play pressure man-to-man 
defense, although possibly more 
often in half-court looks rather than 
full-court because they will not be 
as deep. 

To start with, only three players 
will join the veterans as regular 
varsity players: senior forward 
Geneva Verburg, junior guard 

Jasmine Little, and sophomore 
guard Kaelin Sullivan.

For each game Waller said he 
would add to the mix three of the 
following seven players, depending 
on “who does well in practice 
that week” — sophomore guards 
Emerson Rice and Alaina LeBeau, 
sophomore guard/forwards Ava 
Almeida and Kayla Lawrence, 
sophomore forwards Acadia Clark 
and Katie LaBerge, and freshman 
post player Kendra Jackson. 

One or more could also earn 
permanent varsity slots, Waller 
added. 

On offense the Commodores will 
try to spread the floor and attack the 
basket rather than rely on the post 
play of the past couple seasons. But 
Waller said the key will be defense.

“The current goal is to make 
sure we can put five kids on the 
floor every night who can compete 
defensively,” Waller said.

And the team’s goal?
“Compete every night,” Waller 

said.

BOYS’ 
BASKETBALL

Coach Josh Carter said the 
Commodore boys have high hopes 
after their solid winter last season, 
which ended with an overtime road 
quarterfinal loss to the eventual 
champion. 

“I think the basketball IQ of this 
group is really high, and I also think 
there’s a sense of togetherness 
within this group that makes them 
really confident,” Carter said. 
“Those are the two things that 
make me feel really good about 
them.”

In the preseason he had made 
some decisions about the starting 
lineup, while there was competition 
elsewhere on a deep team. 

Sophomore Tyler Bergmans, 
the team’s leading scorer this past 
winter, will likely handle the ball, 
but also has the size and versatility 
to play on the wing or in the post. 
Senior Hayden Bowden will start 
at guard or small forward, and 
senior Ian Henderson looks to have 
the nod in the middle. 

Also looking for starting jobs 
are senior Tim Ashley and junior 
Elijah Duprey at guard and junior 
Abram Francis at forward.

Junior Xavier DeBlois and 
sophomore Levi Cogger might 
be next in line for time at guard, 
at least to start with, and seniors 
Alisdair Chauvin and Eric Tarte 
will be looking to work their way 
into the mix. 

Adam Clark will spell Henderson 
at center, and Carter said sophomore 
Oakley Francis could work his way 
into the front-court rotation. Senior 
Derek Vorsteveld brings size off the 
bench, and junior Jacob Aunchman 
could also work his way into time 
in the forward positions.

Carter said it will be important 
for the Commodores to pay 
attention to the fundamentals. 

“We have to be able to share the 
ball, because we have a lot of skilled 
players. We have to defend and 
basically rebound the basketball. If 
we do those three things, share the 
ball, rebound and defend, we’ll be 
in good shape,” he said. 

Carter added many of the players 
worked on their games over the 
summer because of their motivation 
to build on what they accomplished 
this past winter.

“This group returns with a lot 
of confidence knowing that that’s 
how close they were to moving 
onto the next round and potentially 
playing in a final,” Carter said. “So 
I think they’re really confident in 
themselves coming into this year.”

WRESTLING
As has been the case with other 

wrestling programs around the 
state, Coach Eugene Stearns’s 
VUHS team lost numbers from 
two years ago after the lost COVID 
season. In the preseason Stearns 
was coaching only seven high 
school wrestlers, including three 
sophomores and a freshmen new to 
the varsity level.

But he said the group doesn’t 
lack for ability and middle school 
experience; all have at least three 
years under their belts.  

“Even the young kids, though, 
they’ve been wrestling for a while 
and have really good ability,” 
Stearns said. “All of them can 
place, for sure. I have no doubts 
about it. But it’s a long season. 
Making it through without injuries 
and getting everybody to peak at 
the right time is going to be key.”

The three upperclassmen all 

made the state meet podium two 
years ago. Senior Taylor Stearns 
led the team with a third-place 
finish, and juniors Eli Brace and 
Caden Howell each recorded top-
six results as freshmen. 

Stearns will wrestle at 152 or 
160 pounds this winter; Brace 

looks set for 126, or possibly 120; 
while Coach Stearns said Howell 
has muscled up and is “looking 
sharp” at 182. 

Sophomore Evan Ambrose 
weighed in at 120 in the preseason, 
sophomore Tyrell Lavoie at 145, 
freshman Isaac Preston at 182, and 

sophomore Jamison Couture at 
220. 

Stearns expects his younger 
wrestlers to come on strong as the 
season progresses, even if they get 
their feet wet at the JV level in 
the early going before taking on 
varsity competition.

Even starting out at JV, 
Stearns said by late in the season 
underclassmen would be holding 
their own at the varsity level.

“It’s a good group of kids, very 
talented,” he said. 

Coach: Billy Waller
Name Grade
Riley Dubois 12
Felicia Poirier 12
Geneva Verburg 12
Kyra Bradford 11
Jasmine Little 11
Ava Almeida 10

Acadia Clark 10
Kendra Jackson 10
Katie Laberge 10
Kayla Lawrence 10
Alaina LeBeau 10
Emerson Rice 10
Kaelin Sullivan 10

Vergennes Union High School Girls’ Varsity Basketball Team

Date Opponent/Event Time 
12/10 @ Richford 7 p.m.
12/15 @ BFA Fairfax 7 p.m.
12/17 Milton 7 p.m.
12/20 @ Winooski 7 p.m.
12/22 Hazen 7 p.m.
12/28 Williamstown 7 p.m.
12/30 Winooski 7 p.m.
1/5 Colchester 7 p.m.
1/8 North Country 1:30 p.m.
1/11 @ Missisquoi 7 p.m.

1/14 Otter Valley 7 p.m.
1/19 @ Enosburg 7 p.m.
1/22 @ Mt. Abraham 12:30 p.m.
1/25 @ Middlebury 7 p.m.
1/28 @ Colchester 7 p.m.
2/2 North Country 6:30 p.m.
2/5 Missisquoi 2:30 p.m.
2/7 @ BFA Fairfax 7 p.m.
2/11 Enosburg 7 p.m.
2/15 Mt. Abraham 7 p.m.
2/18 @ Middlebury 7 p.m.

Vergennes Union High School Girls’ Varsity Basketball

Vergennes Union High School Boys’ Varsity Basketball Team
Coach: Josh Carter
Name Grade
Tim Ashley 12
Adam Clark 12
Hayden Brown 12
Alisdair Chauvin 12
Ian Henderson 12
Eric Tarte 12

Derek Vorsteveld 12
Jacon Aunchman 11
Xavier DeBlois 11
Elijah Duprey 11
Abram Francis 11
Tyler Bergmans 10
Levi Cogger 10
Oakley Francis 10

Vergennes Union High School Boys’ Varsity Basketball
Date Opponent/Event Time
12/16 @ BFA Fairfax 7:30 p.m.
12/21 @ Colchester 7 p.m.
12/23 Richford 7 p.m.
12/27 Winooski 7 p.m.
1/4 @ Otter Valley 4 p.m.
1/7 Stowe 7 p.m.
1/12 @ Missisquoi 7 p.m.
1/15 Mt. Abraham 2:30 p.m.
1/18	 @	Twinfield	 7	p.m.
1/21 Middlebury 7 p.m.

1/26 Enosburg 7 p.m.
1/29 @ North Country 1:30 p.m.
2/1 @ Milton 7 p.m.
2/4 Missisquoi 7 p.m.
2/9 @ Mt. Abraham 7 p.m.
2/12 Fair Haven 2:30 p.m.
2/14 @ Middlebury 7 p.m.
2/17 @ Enosburg 7 p.m.
2/21 North Country 6:30 p.m.
2/24 Milton 7 p.m.

Coach:	Mary	Neffinger
Name Grade
Madeline DeGraaf 12
Ryder Messinger 10

Rory Couture 9
Grey Fearon 9
Torrey Hanna 9

Date Opponent/Event Time
12/18 @ UVM 6:30 a.m.
12/23 @ UVM 6:30 a.m.

12/30 @ UVM 6:30 a.m.
1/8 @ UVM 6:30 a.m.
1/15 @ UVM 6:30 a.m.

Vergennes Union High School
Cheerleading Team

Coaches: Abbey Gendreau and 
Lydia Sabourin
Name Grade
Arielle Dumont 11
Madison Laberge 11
Julia Reitz 11
Riley Decell 10
Chloe Markwell 10
Hannah Botala 9
Hailey Preston 9
Cailie Ballard 8

cheerleading Vergennes Union High School Indoor Track Team Vergennes Union High School Indoor Track Team
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
BRISTOL — The winter of 

2020-2021 was not the kindest 
to Mount Abraham sports teams. 
The COVID pandemic forced the 
school’s basketball programs, like 
those elsewhere, to play abbreviated 
seasons, and neither managed 
winning records. 

At least the hoop athletes could 
compete: Authorities ruled wrestling 
to be a dangerous high-contact 
sport, and the Eagle grapplers 
joined their peers around the state 
on the sidelines.

But unless the pandemic worsens 
and state officials change their minds 
about greenlighting competition 
this winter, Mount Abe athletes 
were looking forward to enjoying 
full schedules (with masks for all, 
except wrestlers while on mats), and 
they and their coaches were feeling 
hopeful in the preseason.

BOYS’ 
BASKETBALL

Coach Martin Clark’s boys’ hoop 
team graduated most of its front 
line, but returns a few key players 
and brings in a crop of juniors 
he believes can boost the Eagles’ 
prospects. 

And the Eagles were competitive 
last year, knocking off Middlebury 
during a 3-5 regular season that 
included close losses. 

Despite the graduation losses on 
the front line, Clark believes they 
will hold their own defensively and 
on the boards.

“We do have some guys with 
some length. Hopefully we can be a 
good defensive team,” he said.

It might take a little time for the 
Eagles to gel at the other end, he 
said.

“The real questions are going to 
be whether we can work as a team, 
and make shots when we need to 
make shots,” Clark said.

As of the end of the preseason’s 

MOUNT ABE UNION  HIGH  SCHOOL

MT. ABE
first week, Clark had yet to settle on 
a rotation, and it looked like all 10 
of his players could end up seeing 
minutes. 

One player sure to start is senior 
playmaking swingman Henry 
Cogswell, entering his third year 
with the team.  

“He’s really worked hard to 
improve,” Clark said. “If he can 
get the others involved and use his 
seniority to bring along the younger 
guys … I think some good things 
will happen for us.”

The team’s other four seniors 
are another swingman, Daniel 
Rodriguez, a good shooter; strong 
defensive guard Tristan Parker; 
inside player and rebounder Noah 
Gargano; and hard-working forward 
Tyler Chasse. 

Clark is also carrying five juniors: 
Gavin Bannister, a post player Clark 
said has a good touch; forward and 
spot-up shooter Norman Benoit; 
swingman Dominic DeNapoli, 
who Clark said has the size to be 
a good defender and the quickness 
to attack the basket; and hustling 
guards Chance Denecker and Collin 
Dupoise. 

The combination of quickness 
and size is there for the Eagles 
to succeed if they can blend their 
talents, Clark said. 

“We play kind of a position-less 
game, so guys have to get on the 
same page with each other, as far as 
when to set a pick or when to drive 
to the basket,” Clark said. “Just 
playing together and taking what 
the other team gives us, I think if we 
can gel as a group we’ll have some 
success.”

GIRLS’ 
BASKETBALL

Coach Connie LaRose’s Eagle 
girls’ hoop program won the D-II 
title as recently as 2018 and earned 
the No. 1 seed the following year. 

Last year’s one-win COVID-
shortened campaign did not much 
resemble those seasons.

LaRose’s top goal is just to see 
the Eagles fare better this year, 

when many players return. One key 
will simply be confidence in their 
abilities, she said.

“Last year was a challenge, so 
anything we do is an improvement. I 
think we can be a .500 team, maybe 
better,” LaRose said. “But we’ve 
got to learn to put the ball in the 
basket. We’ve got to learn to take 
shots when they’re there. We’ve 
got to learn to recognize what each 
player’s shot is, and (they need to) 
trust themselves to take it.”

One challenge will be a tough 
early schedule. LaRose said she 
hopes to get past that stretch with 
poise and focus from not only 
members of the championship field 
hockey team, but also from athletes 
from the girls’ soccer team, which 
overcame a rough start to enjoy a 
successful season.

“We don’t have an easy opening 
schedule,” LaRose said. “This 
is where I’ve got to have some 
leadership.”

The team has six veterans, seniors 
Abby Reen, Eliza Bent and Laura 
Bonar, and juniors Madison Gile, 
Maia Jensen and Lucy Parker. 

Reen is entering her fourth year 
on the team as a guard/forward, 
and LaRose believes she can break 
through offensively. Bonar has nice 
touch as a post player, and Bent is a 
tough rebounder and defender. 

Jensen is a good ballhandler and 
shooter who might run the point 
this season, while Gile and Parker 
are both athletic two-way guard-
forwards. 

Joining them are three juniors: 
Payton Vincent, who LaRose said 
would see plenty of time at forward; 
hustling forward Gabby Lafreniere; 
and Dakota Larocque, who will 
spell the guards. 

Two more players, both 
sophomores, will practice with the 
Eagle varsity and split time with the 
varsity and JV squads, but could 
earn fulltime varsity status, guard 
Morgan Barnard and forward Nell 
Harvey.

Regardless of wins and losses, 
LaRose wants the Eagles to improve 
as the season progresses by giving 
their best in and learning from each 

game. 
“Everybody wants to win, but to 

go out and make it a game, know 
you had your chances … and show 
you’re mentally tough enough, 
you’re physically tough enough, 
you have the skills to stay in it,” she 
said. “And I think we can do that.”

WRESTLING
The Eagle wrestling program, 

which has been on the upswing 
in recent years, has a new leader, 
former Rutland High School 
wrestler Patrick Pfenning, a 
Burlington tech engineer who has 
assisted the program in recent years. 

Three years ago Pfenning, who 
wrestled at 182 pounds at Rutland 
before obtaining an engineering 
degree at Boston’s Wentworth 
Institute, was a part-time volunteer 
assistant working mostly with 

Mount Abe middle school wrestlers, 
and two years ago he became a paid 
assistant. 

Former head coach Nick Mayer 
and volunteers Josh Conant and 
Kevin Micklas will still assist the 
program, and Mount Abe middle 
school shop teacher and former 
Pennsylvania high school wrestler 
Alex Peterson takes over as the JV 
and middle school coach.

Pfenning said although the high 
school numbers dropped a bit, 
Peterson should in the long run 
boost the program. 

“We knew the numbers were 
going to dip because of the COVID 
stuff, and a lot of the kids are 
working,” Pfenning said. “But 
the middle school (team) is really 
growing a lot, and I think a lot of 
that has to do with Coach Peterson 
being available, because he does 
know the kids as a teacher, and he’s 

pretty excited about it.”
As well as working with the 

wrestlers, Pfenning said he enjoys 
the larger Vermont wrestling scene 
and its continuity.

“It’s been the same community of 
people really since I started in 8th 
grade. A lot of the coaches are the 
exact same people I grew up with. A 
lot of the refs are the people I grew 
up with,” he said. “The wrestling 
community itself is very strong and 
close-knit.”

On the mat, the returning 
headliners are two juniors who 
reached the state-meet podium as 
freshmen, Matt Conan, who will 
probably go at 140 pounds this 
winter, and Devan Hemingway, 
who Pfenning has penciled in at 
126.

“(Devan) and Matt are really our 
two more experienced wrestlers. 

(See Wrestling, Page 8C)

Coach: Martin Clark
Name Grade
Tyler Chase 12
Henry Cogswell 12

Noah Gargano 12
Tristan Parker 12
Daniel Rodriquez 12
Gavin Bannister 11

Norman Benoit 11
Dominic DeNapoli 11
Chance Denecker 11
Collin Dupoise 11

Mount Abraham Union High School Varsity Boys’ Basketball

Date Opponent/Event Time
12/10 @ Randolph 7 p.m.
12/17 Spaulding 7 p.m.
12/21 @ Winooski 7 p.m.
12/28 Randolph 7 p.m.
1/4 Mill River 7 p.m.
1/7 @ Otter Valley 7 p.m.

1/12 North Country 7 p.m.
1/15 @ Vergennes 2:30 p.m.
1/18 Milton  7 p.m.
1/21 @ Enosburg 7 p.m.
1/26 @ Missisquoi 7 p.m.
1/29 @ Mill River 2:30 p.m.
2/1 Middlebury 7 p.m.

2/3 @ North Country 6:30 p.m.
2/9 Vergennes 7 p.m.
2/12 @ Milton 11:30 p.m.
2/14 Enosburg 7 p.m.
2/17 Missisquoi 7 p.m.
2/21 Otter Valley 7 p.m.
2/24 @ Middlebury 7:30 p.m.

Mount Abraham Union High School Boys’ Varsity Basketball

Date Opponent/Event Time
12/11 @ St. Johnsbury TBD
12/14	 @	Mt.	Mansfield	 6	p.m.
12/22 @ Colchester 7 p.m.
12/28 @ Middlebury Tourney TBD
12/29 @ Middlebury Tourney TBD
1/3 Mt. Abraham 6 p.m.
1/14 @ Essex TBD
1/15 @ Essex TBD

1/17 Mt. Abraham 6 p.m.
1/22 @ Vergennes Tourney TBD
1/27 @ Vergennes 6 p.m.
1/29 Mt. Abraham Tourney 5:30 p.m.
2/1 @ CVU 6 p.m.
2/5	 @	Mt.	Mansfield	Tourney	 TBD
2/12 Dual Meet Championships  TBD
2/25 State Meet TBD
2/26 State Meet TBD

Mount Abraham Union High School Varsity WrestlingMount Abraham Union High School
Varsity Wrestling

Coach: Patrick Pfenning
Name Grade
Hunter Gorton 12
Lucas Philips 12
Logan Pierro 12
Matt Conant 11
Lucas Grover 11
Devan Hemingway 11
Wyatt Allenson 10
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They did a lot of offseason stuff,” he 
said. “These kids are ready to go.”

Working up the ladder, senior 
Marine recruit Logan Pierro is set 
to wrestle at 113. Pfenning noted 
Pierro has put on almost 20 pounds 
of muscle in the past two years. 
“Hopefully that translates on the 
mat,” he said.

Senior Lucas Philips is back for 
his second season and will probably 
go at 145. Pfenning noted Philips 
missed a lot of his second season 
due to injury, but in the preseason 
was showing signs of rounding back 
into form. “He’s going to shake the 
rust off … and do pretty well,” he 
said.

Junior Lucas Grover also returns 
and should slot in at 152 or maybe 
160. Pfenning said Grover shows 
a lot of competitive spirit. “He’s 
definitely scrappy,” he said.

Sophomore Wyatt Allenson 
will make his varsity debut at 195. 
Pfenning said Allenson showed 
plenty of promise during his two 
years in middle school.

Finally, senior Hunter Gorton 
returns for his third season, and he 
will compete at 220. “He’s always 
been a really sound wrestler,” 
Pfenning said.

The new coach then summed 
things up: “We’re really excited for 
the season.”

MOUNT ABE UNION  HIGH  SCHOOL
Mount Abraham Union High School

Varsity Girls’ Basketball
Coach: Connie LaRose
Name Grade
Eliza Bent 12
Laura Bonar 12
Abby Reen 12
Madison Gile 11
Maia Jensen 11
Dakota LaRocque 11
Gabby Lafreniere 11
Lucy Parker 11
Peyton Vincent 11
Morgan Barnard 10
Nell Harvey 10

Mount Abraham Union High School
Girls’ Varsity Basketball

Date Opponent/Event Time
12/10 Fair Haven 7 p.m.
12/16 @ Burr & Burton
 (In Fair Haven) 5:30 p.m.
12/18 @ Fair Haven 7 p.m.
12/21 @ Otter Valley 7 p.m.
12/23 U-32 7 p.m.
1/5 Middlebury 7 p.m.
1/8 @ Enosburg 2:30 p.m.
1/11 Colchester 7 p.m.
1/14 @ North Country 6:30 p.m.
1/19 Missisquoi 7 p.m.
1/22 Vergennes 12:30 p.m.
1/28 @ Middlebury 7 p.m.
1/31 @ Colchester 7 p.m.
2/2 Enosburg 7 p.m.
2/5 @ Spaulding 2:30 p.m.
2/8 North Country 7 p.m.
2/11 @ Missisquoi 7 p.m.
2/18 Montpelier 7 p.m.

Wrestling
(Continued from Page 7B)

OTTER VALLEY  UNION  HIGH  SCHOOL

OVUHS
By ANDY KIRKALDY
& ANGELO LYNN

BRANDON — The COVD-
shortened winter of the 2020-21 
high school sports season is behind 
us, and the teams at Otter Valley 
are happy about that. The pandemic 
forced the school’s basketball 
programs, like those elsewhere, 
to play abbreviated seasons, and 
wrestling was sidelined for the 
entire season. 

And after a year off, the Otter 
wrestling team looks to be back and 
very strong with enough grapplers 
to fill the entire lineup and then 
some. The basketball teams — the 
girls’ squad has a new but familiar 
coach — will try to play up their 
strengths this year. And the Nordic 
ski team is young but learning fast 
— now if they could just get some 
snow.

Unless the pandemic worsens 
and state officials curtail the season, 
OV athletes in the preseason  were 
looking forward to enjoying full 
schedules (with masks for all, 
except wrestlers while on mats), 
and they and their coaches were 
feeling hopeful.

BOYS’ 
BASKETBALL

Coach Mike Stark was feeling 
optimistic about his Otter boys’ 
basketball team during the 
preseason because of what he saw 
as its balance and depth. 

“One through 11 they’re all 
pretty similar in their talent level, 
so I think contributions from 

the bench are going to be huge 
this year,” Stark said. “And guys 
who start one game might not 
necessarily start the second game. 
So it’s nice to have 11 guys who 
are so similar, because I can play 
11 guys, and there’s not a drop.”

He sees a team that can run and 
fill up the basket, but one that is not 
the biggest he has coached. 

“Getting up and down the court is 
a strength of ours. I think shooting 
the ball is going to be a strength of 
ours,” Stark said. “We’re a little 
undersized, so post play and help 
defense is going to have to improve, 
and we’re working on that.”

Two seniors who will see plenty 
of playing time offer much of 
the Otters’ size, center Hayden 
Bernhardt and forward/center 
Dylan Clark-Stevens. Junior 
Thomas Politano and freshman 
Drew Pelkey provide depth in the 
frontcourt. 

Stark described the rest of the 
team as “eight guards,” although 
several are capable of sliding into 
the small forward role. 

The team’s other two seniors are 
both guards capable of running the 
point or playing off the ball, Elijah 
Tucker-Bryant and Evan Thomas. 
Two juniors who will start or see 
plenty of time at shooting guard or 
small forward are Matt Bryant and 
Matt Greeno.

Stark said the team’s two 
versatile sophomores will also 
make strong cases for minutes, 
guard Owen Thomas and 
swingman Aiden Decker. That 
leaves one more player, guard 
Logan Letourneau, who like his 
two older brothers made the varsity 
team as a freshman and brings 
both outside shooting and driving 
ability, according to Stark.

Given the many pieces to mix 
and match, Stark said set lineups 
might be rare, especially in the 
early going.  

“It will be what lineup is clicking, 
what group of five is clicking,” he 
said. 

The Otters have a tough Division 
II schedule that includes both 
Rutland and Addison county 
teams, but Stark believes they can 
hold their own. 

“We could have our ups and 
downs. But I think if guys continue 

to buy in and we keep committing 
to competing every single day, 
I think we could be anywhere 
between 12-8 and 8-12,” he said.

WRESTLING 
An influx of three sophomores 

and four freshmen, almost all 
with both middle school and 
youth experience, has given the 
OV wrestling program a numbers 
boost. 

With eight upperclassmen also 
signed on, most back after missing 
last winter, when health officials 
ruled out wrestling as a high school 
sport because of the pandemic, 
Coach Cole Mason has close to a 
full ladder and full practice room 
— and competition in several 
weight classes.

“We’ll have some overlap. Kids 
are going to have to wrestle off 
for the first time at Otter Valley in 
a long time,” Mason said. “It’s a 

great problem to have.”
Having that many wrestlers in 

the room also helps build team 
spirit and camaraderie and makes 
for a more enjoyable experience 
for a team, he said.

“It makes it a lot easier to come 
to practice, especially because 
wrestling is a grind,” he said. 
“Having 15 kids is great.”

Among the returners Mason 
expects to excel are senior Sam 

Otter Valley Union High School Varsity Girls’ Basketball
Coach: Ray Counter
Name Grade
Marissa Connors 12
Brittney Jackson 12
Alice Keith 12
JoAnna Ray 12
Ryleigh LaPorte 11

Anna Lee 11
Emily Peduto 11
Elena Politano 11
Alivia Sheldrick 11
Sierra Cormany 10
Matelin LaPorte 9

Date Opponent/Event Time 
12/10 @ Middlebury 7 p.m.
12/16 @ Fair Haven Tourney 7 p.m.
12/18 @ Fair Haven Tourney
  5:30 p.m.
12/21 Mt. Abraham 7 p.m.
12/23 Middlebury 7 p.m.
12/28 @ Mill River 5:30 p.m.
12/30 West Rutland 7 p.m.
1/3 Fair Haven 7 p.m.
1/6 @ Rutland 7 p.m.

1/8 Windsor 2:30 p.m.
1/11 @ Vergennes 7 p.m.
1/17 Burr & Burton 7 p.m.
1/25 @ Woodstock 7 p.m.
1/28 Hartford 7 p.m.
2/1 @ Hartford 7 p.m.
2/4	 Springfield	 7	p.m.
2/8 @ Windsor 7 p.m.
2/11 Woodstock 7 p.m.
2/15 @ Proctor 7 p.m.
2/18	 @	Springfield	 7	p.m.

Otter Valley Union High School Varsity Girls’ Basketball

Coach: Kassidy Buley
Name Grade
Virgil Chapin 12
Jade Flanders 12
Emily Hutchins 12
Maggie Loyzelle 12
Zoe Elliot 11

Kayleigh Corey 10
Delaney Fielder 10
Abigail Hayes 10
Brookelyn Kimball 10
Lajay O’Connor 10
Grace Kenyon 9

Otter Valley Union High School
Cheerleading

Date Opponent/Event Time 
1/29 @ CVCC (Rutland-CSI) TBA
2/12 @ VCCA (TBD) TBA
2/19 @ State Meet (TBD) TBA

Otter Valley Union High School Varsity Cheerleading

(See Wrestling, Page 9C)

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol, VT 05443 
For information on all your energy needs, please call us at:  

802-453-2381 or www.JackmansInc.com

GOOD LUCK TO ALL FALL
SPORTS TEAMS!

HARD WORK AND DETERMINATION
WILL MAKE YOU CHAMPIONS!
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Martin, a state meet third-place 
finisher at 195 pounds who might 
bump up to 220; junior Caleb 
Whitney at either 132 or 138, who 
Mason said is “pretty hungry” after 
underperforming at the 2019 state 
tourney; senior Austin Cormany, 
who was one place short of the 
podium at 120 in 2019; and junior 
Tucker Babcock, who Mason said 
has “worked hard in the past two 
off-seasons.”

Other upperclassmen are senior 
Dom Davis at 182; juniors Malachi 
Sheldrick and Ben Marks, both at 
either 145 or 152; and Simon Martin 
at 195 or 220.

The three sophomores are 
heavyweight Derek Li, Carter Giles 
at 138 or 145, and Caleb Reynolds 
at 120.

The freshmen rounding out the 
squad are Isaac Whitney at 170 or 
182, Quincy Boone at 138 or 145, 
Kingston Cotter at 126, and Jackson 
Marks at 106. 

Mason clearly expects some of his 
younger wrestlers to excel, but opted 
not to be specific.

“We’ve got some young kids who 
are going to surprise some people,” 
he said. “I wouldn’t be surprised 
to see a couple of these young kids 
on the top of the podium come 
February.”

Mason also believes the Otters can 
fare well as a team.

“You don’t get a trophy unless you 
get top three,” he said. “The goal is 
to get a team trophy. The goal is to 
produce quality wrestlers. We’re 
finally at that point we’ve been 
working toward.”

GIRLS’ 
BASKETBALL 

The biggest news for the OV girls’ 
basketball program is the return of 
Coach Ray Counter, who led the 
program for several seasons about a 
decade or more ago.

Counter did not leave coaching 
after departing from the varsity. He 
simply returned to middle school and 
kept preparing the next generations 
of Otter athletes for high school play. 

Counter takes over a team that 
brings back several key players 
from a 4-6 season that included 
a strong finish and a first-round 
Division III home playoff win 
before a quarterfinal loss to eventual 
champion Lake Region.

He sees positives in the team, but 
also areas that will need shoring up 
as the Otters face a tough schedule. 

“Our strengths are our quickness 
and our team unity, and we have a lot 
of work to do on our defense and our 
rebounding,” he said. 

Certainly, the Otters are not a tall 
team. Counter said only one of his 
returners, junior Emily Peduto, is 
a true forward, although standout 
senior Alice Keith is a strong inside 
player as a guard/forward, as is 
junior Anna Lee, a mainstay in 
recent seasons who is likely to see 
significant minutes again. 

The team’s other seniors are 
guards Marissa Connors and JoAnna 
Ray and forward Brittany Jackson. 
Counter said Jackson has been away 
from the sport for a while, but her 
athleticism will be valuable in the 
paint. 

Speedy junior guard Ryleigh 
LaPorte will start along with Keith, 
Counter said, while junior guard 
Elena Politano will see plenty of 
minutes either as a starter or in the 
regular rotation, and junior forward 
Alivia Sheldrick will be in the 
frontcourt mix.

Two more players will, at least to 
start with, swing between the varsity 
and JV teams, sophomore Sierra 
Cormany and freshman Matelin 
LaPorte. 

Counter described the lineup and 
rotation as “still up in the air” as the 
Otters’ opening game approached, 
and said he could continue to tinker 
with things as the season progressed.

“Right now we could have a 
number of starting lineups depending 
on who we are playing,” he said.

Essentially, Counter expects the 
Otters to gel as the weeks pass and 
be better when February and March 
roll around.  

“I see us having some struggles 

early on, but as we spend more time 
together, I think that things will get 
much smoother, both offensively 
and defensively,” he said. “And 
my expectation is we will see those 
improvements through the season, 
and most of all any time we step on 
the court I expect us to compete.”

NORDIC 
SKIING

The Otter Valley Nordic ski 
team this winter is young and 
looking to build its skills, as the 
five-member team is comprised of 
three sophomores and two freshmen. 
And the dearth of snow hasn’t been 
helping, said Coach Bob Clark.

“The team is very young, but 
they’ve all done some skiing 
and they have great potential for 
improvement,” Clark said, but so far, 
the team hasn’t been on snow.

 The team typically practices at 
Mountain Top Nordic Center in 
Chittenden, which has yet to open, 
and this week’s warmer weather 
forecast likely set things back 
compared to previous years.

Practices, Clark says, have been 
focusing on roller skiing, running a 
steep hill across from OVUHS that’s 
a mile and a half up and down, riding 
stationary bikes and other drills to 
build endurance, speed and cardiac 
capacity. “The kids are getting eager 
to get out on the snow and put their 
skis on, and so am I!” Clark added.

Team members are: sophomores 
Ike Bailey, Dillon Ladd and Baker 
LaRock; and ninth-graders Luke 
Calvin and Eli Bagley.

Vermont Nordic ski teams 
compete in two divisions, Divisions 
I and II, but Clark notes that even 
the Division II schools include such 
ski juggernauts as Middlebury, 
Harwood and Woodstock. For league 
competitions OV skis in Vermont’s 
Southern conference. 

“There are very few small schools, 
OV’s size, that have Nordic teams,” 
Clark said, “but it’s a great sport, 
a great lifetime sport, and we’re 
building a program and we’re on the 

right track with these young kids.” 
Clark, who has been coaching varsity 
for the past two years, had spent 
more than a dozen years coaching at 
the middle school. A lawyer before 
he retired, Clark recalled that his 
daughters skied in the Bill Koch 
League, and two skied at Otter Valley 
years ago. 

OVUHS has had a Nordic ski 
team since the early 1970s, he said, 
recalling that the team’s most famous 
alum was Lawton Redman, who 
skied on the U.S. Olympic team in 
2002, when the winter Olympics 
were in Utah. 

While this season will be one 
on which to build toward more 
competitive seasons in the years 
ahead, Clark says he’s looking 
forward to seeing how much 
individual team members can 
improve, and how they can work 
together as a team to be able to 
compete at the varsity level.

Wrestling
(Continued from Page 8B)

Otter Valley Union High School Boys’ Varsity Basketball
Date Opponent/Event Time
12/15 @ Middlebury 7 p.m.
12/17 Proctor 7 p.m.
12/20 Woodstock 7 p.m.
12/22	 @	Springfield	 7	p.m.
12/27 @ Windsor 7 p.m.
12/29 @ Brattleboro 7 p.m.

1/4 Vergennes 7 p.m.
1/7 Mt. Abraham 7 p.m.
1/11 @ Mt. Anthony 7 p.m.
1/14 MSJ 7 p.m.
1/21 Hartford 7 p.m.
1/24 Burr & Burton 7 p.m.
1/28 @ Fair Haven 7 p.m.

1/31 Burr & Burton 7 p.m.
2/2 Windsor 7 p.m.
2/7 @ Hartford 7 p.m.
2/10 Fair Haven 7 p.m.
2/17 @ Woodstock 7 p.m.
2/21 @ Mt Abraham 7 p.m.
2/24	 Springfield	 7	p.m.

Coach: Mike Stark
Name Grade
Hayden Bernhardt 12
Dylan Stevens-Clark 12
Evan Thomas 12
Elijah Tucker-Bryant 12
Matt Bryant 11

Matt Greeno 11
Thomas Politano 11
Aiden Decker 10
Owen Thomas 10
Luciano Falco 10
Logan Letourneau 9
Drew Pelkey 9

Otter Valley Union High School Boys’ Varsity Basketball

Coach: Cole Mason
Name Grade
Austin Cormany 12
Dom Davis 12
Sam Martin 12
Tucker Babcock 11
Ben Marks 11
Simon Martin 11
Malachi Sheldrick 11

Caleb Whitney 11
Carter Giles 10
Derek Li 10
Caleb Reynolds 10
Quincy Boone 9
Kingston Cotter (MSJ) 9
Jackson Marks 9
Isaac Whitney 9

Otter Valley Union High School Varsity Wrestling
Date Opponent/Event Time
12/11 NAC Tournament, N.Y.  9:30 a.m.
12/15	 @	MVL	Duals	-	MAU,	Springfield	 6	p.m.
12/18 @ Granville, N.Y. 9 a.m.
12/29 @ Middlebury TBA.
1/6	 MVL	Duals	-	Fair	Haven,	Rutland	 6	p.m.
1/8 @ MAU Tournament 9:45 a.m.
1/13	 @	MVL	Duals	-	Springfield	 6	p.m.

1/14 @ Essex Tournament TBA
1/15 @ Essex Tournament TBA
1/22 @ Vergennes Tournament TBA
1/26	 @	MVL	Duals	–	Burr	&	Burton	 6	p.m.
1/29 Otter Valley Invitational TBA
2/12 @ SVL Dual Meet Champion 9:30 a.m.
2/25	&	26	@	CVU	(State	Tournament)	 TBA
3/4 & 5 @ New England Tournament TBA

Otter Valley Union High School Varsity Wrestling

Coach: Bob Clark
Name Grade
Dillon Ladd 11
Isaiah Bagley 10

Baker LaRock 10
Elisha Bagley 9
Luke Calvin 9

Date Opponent/Event Time
12/14 @ MAU 3 p.m.
12/22 @ Brattleboro 3 p.m.
12/29 @ Woodstock 10 a.m.
1/4 @ Rutland 3 p.m.
1/8 @ Woodstock  10 a.m.
1/12 @ Burr & Burton 3 p.m.
1/19 @ Mt Anthony 3 p.m.

1/26	 @	Brattleboro	 3	p.m.
2/9 @ Burr & Burton 3 p.m.
2/15 @ Rutland 3 p.m.
2/17 @ Brattleboro 3 p.m.
2/24 State Meet @
 Craftsbury (Classic) 10 a.m.
2/28 States @ Rikert
 (Freestyle Skate) 10 a.m.

Otter Valley Union High School Nordic Skiing

Otter Valley Union High School Nordic Skiing

Coach: Andrew McMillan
Name Grade
Luca Cifone 12
Drew Frankenburg 12
Lucas Klein 12
Gunnar Tinsman 12

Kelsey Adams 11
Keith Carrara 11
Katelyn Lee 11
Adia Polli 11
Morgan White 11
Sawyer Tinsman 10

Christina Carrara 9
Patrick Daly 9
Andrew Easter 9
Kyle Frankenburg 9
Kaiden Lee 9
Danika Polli 9

Otter Valley Union High School Varsity Rock Climbing
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John Fuller,  
Master Plumber

“Play with
Tiger Pride!”
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Matt Horne, PT, CSCS  |  Tracy Horne, PT
Leila Kiernan, PT, DPT   |  Jodi Belisle Eddy, PT

The team at Addison Wellness, Inc would like to wish the 
student-athletes in Addison County the best in competition 
and education this winter season.

As the snow flies and the mercury dips, accidents can happen 
on the court, ice, and hill. Don’t let an injury ice your winter.  
When you need to recover your winter passion, look no 
further than the physical therapists at Addison Wellness, Inc. 
We are passionate about outdoor activities and call on our 
knowledge of movement and recovery to help you return to 
the slopes, the ice, the court, or wherever your winter sports 
stage may be.  Contact us.  We can help.

231 Court Street, Middlebury VT 05753  |  (802)388-3533
info@addisonwellnesspt.com  |  www.addisionwellnesspt.com

At Co-op, we’re member owned and member committed. For more than 100 years, we’ve been 
providing protection for individuals, farms and businesses with a large network of local agents,

fast and fair claims service, knowledge of farm safety practices, and affordable rates. 
At the Co-op, you’re a member not just a number.

Be a Member.
Not just a Number.

Member owned. Member committed.
(802) 388-7917   |   www.co-opinsurance.com | www.facebook.com/coopinsco

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS!

From Our Team To Your Team
We wish all student athletes
a fun and rewarding season!

PLUMBING • HEATING • A/C • HEAT PUMPS • WATER SYSTEMS

PLUMBING • HEATING • 453-2325
125 Monkton Road, Bristol, VT • cvplumbingheating.com

BIO DIESEL • K1 KEROSENE • FUEL OIL • GASOLINE • DIESEL

FUEL DELIVERY • 388-4975
185 Exchange St., Middlebury  • champlainvalleyfuels.com

Teamwork Makes the Dream WorkTeamwork Makes the Dream Work
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t’s the holiday season. A stressful time 
for most of us as we try to cram as 
much “Fa La La La La” into our lives as 
we possibly can. But what about the 
needs of our pets? Are they still being 
met? Many people may answer “No.” 
Our pets tend to take a back seat to 
all the festivities, which can lead to 

unwanted, 
not to 
mention 

embarrassing, behavior problems. (Nobody 
wants Fido dragging around your dirty 
laundry in the middle of your big Christmas 
Eve party!)

Luckily such issues can be prevented by 
simply including your pets in the holidays, as 
well as making sure that guests know how 
to properly interact with them. Here are 12 
holiday tips:

• Even though the holidays bring a change 
in schedule and extra busy schedules, try to 
keep your pets’ schedule the same. (Feeding 
time, potty time, play time, and walks should 
be kept on schedule as much as possible.)

• Dogs cannot have turkey skin, grapes, 
chocolate, raisins, onions, ham, garlic, or 
macadamia nuts. Dogs can have pumpkin, 
ground turkey meat, and  sweet potatoes. 
Consider making a plate especially for them 
or at the very least inform guests of the do’s 
and don’ts of table scraps.

• Pumpkin dog cookies. Make these for 
your pets so they have something of their 
very own to enjoy. Find the 
recipe at petallianceorlando.
org/pumpkin-dog-cookies-
recipe.

• Make sure guests know the 
dog/cat rules of the house. 
For example, you wouldn’t 
want your indoor cat being 
let out or your dog with food 
allergies given a treat he 
shouldn’t have.

•  Make sure guests have the 
proper space to store things 
like medications out of your 
pets reach. Dogs and cats 
both are naturally inquisitive 
in regards to new things and 
new smells. Better to prevent 

any potential mischief in the fi rst place.

• Keep cats away from candles. As we know, 
cats can jump and leap with ease onto most 
surfaces. Keeping your cat away from fl ames 
not only protects them, but your home as 
well.

• Pets can feel your stress. Make time for 
them daily. Take 5-10 minutes every day and 
just sit with your dog or cat. It will help ease 
their stress AND yours.

• Beware of cats and Christmas trees. 
Many cat owners no longer even try having 
them in the house, but if you do, be aware 
that to your cat it may just look like a kitty 
playground.

• Never allow your pet to drink the tree water, 
it is harmful to their health.

• Ornaments lights and tinsel may prove to 
be too irresistible for your pet and can have 
serious health eff ects. Keep a close eye on 
them especially if this is their fi rst holiday 
season with you.

• Poinsettias, holly and mistletoe are harmful 
to pets. Consider keeping them out of reach 
or choosing other plants instead.

• New Years brings loud noises. Make 
sure your pet is properly secured and/or 
desensitized. 

— Find out more about Pet Alliance of Greater 
Orlando, Fla., at petallianceorlando.org.

PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website. We may have a pet for you.
388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org

236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Irish is a spring-loaded pupper with 
the most loving personality. He has 
a ton of energy and needs an owner 
who is down for play and adventure 
time. He wants to cuddle, snuggle, and 
wiggle the whole day through. He has a 
significant prey drive for small animals 
– he wants to hunt – so absolutely no 
small animals or cats in the home. He 
has never been socialized with dogs 
and has shown that he is not currently 
safe to introduce to other dogs. He 
needs a home where he is the only pet. 

He loves the car, attention, drive-throughs, and every single human that he 
meets. Look at his face….he is the cutest!

Radke came to us after living a very limited 
life. He had low exposure to the world due to a 
sheltered lifestyle and is startled by loud noises 
and fast movements. For this reason, homes 
with small children wouldn’t be appropriate 
for him – older kids are fine. He needs a calm 
and relaxing retirement with lots of love and 
yummy food to make up for his previously more 
marginalized lifestyle. Another calm dog may 
be okay for him. He has done well with other 
chill dogs. He is safe to live with cats. He is 
very timid, but loves nothing more than human 
affection.

Hello, I am Flopsy! I have a ridiculously cute dark 
spot on my nose that wiggles up and down when I 
sniff, which is pretty much all the time. I really like 
to have a big space for adventures! I run, I zoom, I 
climb on things, dig, jump over things, play with toys 
and eat snacks. When I’m in my cage I don’t have 
as much room to do all these things so please make 
sure I have a playpen to spend time in. I am looking 
forward to being litterbox trained. I might seem shy, 
but if you are very gentle and patient with me you’ll 
find I love getting pats. Give me some time and I will 
become a loving member of your family!

Dunkin and Donut are two beautiful and sweet seniors who came to us out 
of a situation where they were severely medically neglected. Since coming to 
Homeward Bound, they have both received dental surgery and had to have 
many teeth extracted. Following about a month of full medical overhaul, they 
are feeling much better! They are 9 and 12 years old respectively and are 
a bonded pair. Dunkin (female) and Donut (male) are straight up adorable 
together. They both are on a wet food only diet due to their semi-toothless 
mouths, but they love feeding time! This duo has been sampling all sorts 
of delicious flavors and loving every 
minute of it! They are both curious, 
relaxed and affectionate – a perfect 
pair for any home.

Delta came our way as an owner-
surrender at 3 years old. He needs 
to be the only pet in the house at 
this time. He is active, friendly to 
family and independent. For more 
information on Delta, please call or 
email a Homeward Bound adoption 
counselor!

How to have happy holidays 
with both pets and guests

DIANE
 ANDERSON

BY
I

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139
www.parisfarmersunion.com

At Paris, we have everything you 
need for your pets and animals!
•	 Dry or Wet Dog & Cat food
•	 Dog & Cat beds, toys, cleaning supplies
& accessories

•	 Fish, bird, rodent & reptile supplies and
live crickets

•	Wild bird & Squirrel supplies
•	 Backyard animal feed & supplies
•	 And friendly, knowledgeable service to

help guide you!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139
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Located on a quiet country road with views of the Green Mountains, this lovingly 
maintained home boasts three bedrooms, two bathrooms, and a large insulated two-car 
garage with storage above. Walk from the garage through the large foyer and never have 
to worry about getting caught in the rain or snow! With granite counter tops and cabinets 
galore, including a large island for family gatherings, the kitchen opens up to the dining 
area that looks out over the spacious deck and woods out back. The main fl oor has a 
cozy living area, master bedroom, full bathroom, and a sunroom that can be used as a 

craft room, offi  ce, or guest room. Beautiful oak hardwood fl oors 
throughout most of the house. Tile fl ooring in the kitchen, foyer, and 
bathrooms. Carpets in the two upstairs bedrooms. Laundry located 
in basement, central vacuum and lots of storage. Located within 
10 minutes of Lake Champlain, two marinas and Basin Harbor Golf 
Club. Easy commute to Vergennes, Middlebury and Burlington.

6090 GOODRICH CORNER ROAD, ADDISON

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Love this home and the views in Addison

$545,000

This week’s property is managed by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices.  
More info at www.vtregroup.com.
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EQUAL  
HOUSING   
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

realestate

ADVERTISE
WITH US
G I V E  U S  A  

C A L L 
T O D A Y !

Sydney Starkman

Jenna Hunsinger

Christy Lynn
Tom Van Sant

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M

 8 0 2 - 3 8 8 - 4 9 4 4

Irena Pavlin

A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M

Annual subscription for just $50.

SUBSCRIBE

WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom
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s o l u t i o n s Dec. 16, 2021
PuzzlePuzzle

nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Sharon Brown | Community Lender | NMLS #491713

Exercise your mind.
With the Addy Indy puzzles every Thursday!

StayStay SharpSharp
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802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a 
designated 

agency 
brokerage.

With Gratitude, from our homes to yours!
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, The Landmark Group, wants to take this Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, The Landmark Group, wants to take this 

opportunity to thank all those who chose to work with us this past year. We hope opportunity to thank all those who chose to work with us this past year. We hope 
you found our services to be beyond your expectations, which is what our team you found our services to be beyond your expectations, which is what our team 

strives for each day. It takes a team to make dreams come true.strives for each day. It takes a team to make dreams come true.
Whether you were a seller, buyer, inspector, attorney, or fellow Realtor,Whether you were a seller, buyer, inspector, attorney, or fellow Realtor,

Thank You for helping our Landmark Group go above and beyond!Thank You for helping our Landmark Group go above and beyond!

We hope 2021 brought you 
happiness, deep joy,

and good health!
We look forward to extending

our services to even more
of you this coming year.

May your days be filled
with family and friends;

and may the New Year bring you 
peace, good health, and prosperity.

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays 
from Nancy, Susan, Sean, and Lynn 

here at the Landmark Group.

Tips for cutting out cookies

B
aking is a holiday tradition in many 
households. The aroma of freshly 
baked cakes, pies and cookies 
wafts through the air of many 
homes this time of year, and that 
makes the holiday season even 
more special.

Cookies are a tradition passed 
down through the ages. In medieval Europe, 
small, spiced cookies were exchanged as treats, 
and people still bake and share gingerbread 
cookies today.

Cut cookies are some of the most popular 
cookies to make during the holiday season. 
Some families may have their share of favorite 
cookie cutter shapes and dough recipes. Certain 
techniques can make holiday baking sessions 
easier and ensure consistent results.

Work on a lightly fl oured, cool surface, such as a 
cutting board or stone counter top. Never work 
on a warm surface, which can cause dough to 
spread and stick.

Roll out the dough between two sheets of 
baking or parchment paper. This prevents the 
dough from sticking, and parchment enables 

you to easily transfer rolled-out dough to a 
refrigerator or elsewhere.

When rolling out dough, portion it out into a few 
smaller amounts to roll out more easily. This will 
also help it to chill more readily.

Cookies cut most easily when the dough 
is chilled. Refrigerate the dough for as long 
as possible, ideally an hour or more — even 
overnight. The more chilled, the fi rmer the 
dough will be.

Rubber rolling pin rings that slip onto each side 
of the rolling pin can help ensure that the dough 
is being rolled out to a uniform thickness.

Dip cookie cutters into fl our with each cut. Work 
from the center and move out to the edges 
when cutting out your designs. Try to maximize 
space and avoid scraps and re-rolling.

Some expert bakers say that metal cookie 
cutters cut cleaner than plastic ones. Whichever 
cutter you use, cut the cookie by pressing 
straight down; try not to twist or jiggle the cookie 
cutter when using it. Doughs with a high butter 
content can help, as the extra grease helps 
separate the dough from the cutters.

If cut cookies have gotten warmer, place them 
in the freezer for a few minutes to fi rm up 
again and then cook. This will guarantee the 
cookies will not spread or distort while baking.

Extra steps may seem like they will take a lot 
of time. However, the extra eff ort and attention 
to detail will help produce cookies that win 
rave reviews. 

— MetroCreative
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MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT | (802) 458-8999  

BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR IN-HOUSE FINANCING.

• KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGN
• INSTALLATION

• RENOVATIONS
• PROJECT MANAGEMENT

• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
• HARDWARE & MORE!

Bradford’s knowledgeable team can help you build the kitchen of your dreams!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM OUR KITCHEN TO YOURS!

with the purchase of a 
granite, quartz or solid 

surface countertop.

OFFER VALID THROUGH 12/31/21

F R E E
STAINLESS STEEL 

UNDERMOUNT 
KITCHEN SINK
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