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Easel money
The pandemic seems to have had 
at least one good side effect: Art 
sales are up. See Arts + Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Defense rules
The Otter and Eagle girls battled 
on Tuesday until one team finally 
broke through. See Page 1B.

COVID caution
Vt. is warning of a Christmas 
surge and offering businesses 
safety advice. See Page 2A.

Rail project
comes in
on budget
Middlebury tunnel, 
train platform done

Community rallies to
help Monkton couple

(See Support, Page 19A)
(See Project, Page 18A) (See Deer, Page 17A)

Slower December wraps
mostly solid year for deer
Muzzleloader, archery numbers sag

Starksboro homeowners pan 
expansion of snowmobile trail

(See Trails, Page 15A)

Career center leader
drawing complaints
Employees fault Peterson and school board

MAUSD administrators 
explain behavior crisis 

(See MAUSD, Page 13A)

(See Complaints, Page 14A)

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The 

approximately four-year makeover 
of Middlebury’s twin downtown 
rail bridges into a 360-foot-long 
tunnel stayed within the forecasted 
$72 million construction budget, 
Vermont Agency of Transportation 
(VTrans) officials reported last 
week.

The overall state/federal 
commitment to the Middlebury 
project comes in at $91.5 million, 
when one includes engineering 
and other associated costs related 
to what was one of the largest 
downtown transportation ventures 
ever coordinated by VTrans.

There was no local share attached 
to this project, according to VTrans 
Project Manager Jonathan Griffin.

The overall undertaking was 
divided into seven distinct projects, 
Griffin explained, beginning 
in 2017 with the demolition of 
the two 1920s-era bridges that 
stretched over the railroad on 
Merchants Row and Main Street. 
Those bridges were replaced by 
temporary spans.

The other distinct projects 
included installation of a drainage 
system for the rail bed; construction 
of the actual tunnel, which included 
a 10-week closure of Main Street 
and Merchants Row during the 
summer of 2020; and what Griffin 
described as a series of “capital 
improvements on VTrans-owned 
rail infrastructure necessary to 
support the detour of (freight) 
trains for the 10-week closure.”

Kubricky Construction was 
general contractor for the project.

Total construction costs for all 
seven capital improvements will 
end up being $72 million, “which 
is consistent with VTrans expected 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
MONKTON — Farmers, 

neighbors and other community 
members are rallying around a 
Monkton couple involved in 
a vehicle crash in Tennessee 
earlier this month, which 

resulted in the premature birth 
of their child.

Sarah and Stephen Clark 
of Full Belly Farm had been 
visiting family in Adams, 
Tenn., when the truck they 

STEPHEN PARK OF Monkton cradles his baby, Adrian, who 
was born two months premature via emergency C-section after 
Parks and his wife, Sarah, were involved in a traffic crash in 
Tennessee.

Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Hoverson

Tiny infant improving after early birth

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — 

Although not many hunters were 
happy after December’s deer 
muzzleloader and archery seasons, 
overall 2021 remains 
the fifth most productive 
year for deer hunting in 
Addison County since 
2005, when Vermont 
banned shooting 
spikehorn bucks in 
November’s rifle season.

Hunters weighed 
1,133 deer at the 
county’s seven wildlife 
reporting stations in 
2021, including rifle 
season in November;  
muzzleloader and 
archery seasons in 
October, November 
and December; and 
Youth/Novice Hunting 
Weekend in November.

That total falls well short of the 
record of 1,745 set just a year ago. 
Nor does it approach the counts of 
1,324 in 2019 or 1,345 in 2018. 

But this year’s number is in line 
with the 1,189 deer that hunters 
weighed locally in 2017, and it tops 
the 1,064 of 2016. And it exceeds 
every other year since 2005.

Still, December was 
a letdown. Archers 
weighed only a dozen 
deer locally, and 
muzzleloader hunters 
brought in 141. 

Those numbers 
increased the county’s 
2021 archery total to 
214 and muzzleloader 
total to 208. That’s less 
than half of the count 
in 2020, when archers 
took 528 deer, and the 
muzzleloader count was 
464.

What happened?
No one knows for 

sure, but experts pointed 
at the usual suspects — weather and 
food. 

Fish & Wildlife Department 
Deer Project Leader Nick Fortin 

“Rifle 
seasons 
statewide 
are going 
to be down 
some, but … 
muzzleloader 
has just been 
an absolute, 
complete 
dud.”

— State Deer 
Project Leader 

Nick Fortin

Addison County residents are 
being asked to support Randy 
“Moose” Orvis and his family, 
who have been struggling since 
a fire that substantially damaged 
their Shoreham home. The fire 
started in a dryer vent. No one was 
injured but there was considerable 
damage to the house. Right now, 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Patricia 

Hannaford Career Center  
Superintendent Dana Peterson 
has come under fire from several 
former career center employees 
who allege they were mistreated 
and verbally abused, to the extent 
they resigned — in the case of one 
employee, after only two weeks 
on the job.

The Independent received 
testimonials from four former 
career center workers as well as 
Larry O’Connor, a veteran special 
educator at Middlebury Union 
High School and an officer with 
the Addison Central Educators’ 
Association, the local teachers’ 

union.
Some of those providing input 

for this story have also aired their 
grievances publicly before the 
board of the Patricia Hannaford 
Career Center (PHCC). Alleging 
that the school has been 
unresponsive, two educators 
brought their concerns about 
Peterson to the Addison Central 
School District board on Dec. 13.

Peterson’s critics have been 
urging school directors to not 
renew his contract next summer.

Peterson signed a two-
year contract as interim 
superintendent of the PHCC in 
the summer of 2017. The board 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — The Mount 

Abraham Unified School District 
is making headway with some of 
the behavioral issues students have 
struggled with this fall, according 
to the central office and building 
administrators who provided the 

school board with an update at its 
Nov. 30 meeting.

Teachers and parents in the 
district have raised concerns about 
school safety and the learning 
environment over the past two 
months, following a number of 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
STARKSBORO — Residents on 

Ireland and Conway roads in Starksboro 
have asked the town’s selectboard to reject 
a request from the Vermont Association 
of Snow Travelers (VAST) local club that 
would allow snowmobiles to be driven on 
those roads.

Local VAST members, including 
the Mt. Abe Snow Sports/Snowmobile 
Club, are hoping to connect the existing 
approved snowmobile trail — which 
enters Starksboro from Bristol in the 
southwest, crosses through the Starksboro Municipal 
Forest and over the headwaters of Lewis Creek before 
exiting to Huntington in the east — to the Jerusalem 
Country Store in the south, where a northbound trail 
from Lincoln dead-ends.

VAST signage that appeared along Ireland and 

Conway roads early this month suggested 
to local residents that snowmobilers 
meant to ride on those roads for more 
than a mile in total, which is prohibited 
by state law unless the local selectboard 
or governing body makes an exception.

After seeing the signs — and in some 
cases seeing the signs going up — 
several residents emailed the Starksboro 
selectboard on Dec. 7, according to Rob 
Liotard, who lives in the neighborhood. 
In her reply two days later, Chair Koran 
Cousino said the selectboard had not 

at that time received a request from VAST to allow 
snowmobile travel on those roads.

Curious to know why VAST signage was illegally 
directing snowmobilers to travel on the roads past 
their homes, local residents asked to be added to the 

“As it stands 
now we have 
not given 
permission 
yet to ride 
snowmobiles on 
those roads.”
— Selectboard Chair 

Koran Cousino
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ARTS+LEISURE
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inter is officially here 
and the days have 
officially started 
getting longer — yay! 
Though news of 
the pandemic and 
national politics isn’t 
always bright, here in 
the Addison County 
arts scene there’s 
some very good 
news to share. 

“It’s a very strange thing,” said Theresa Harris, 
the manager of Edgewater Galleries in 
Middlebury, “we had a really wonderful year — 
one of our strongest years yet.”

“It’s been fabulous,” echoed Terry Racich, 
manager at Art on Main in Bristol. “We have 
outsold every month this year, from 2019.”

Stacey Stanhope Dundon, of the Brandon 
Artists Guild, saw the boom in Brandon too. “It 
really kicked in in the middle of June,” she said. 
“We saw sales like we’ve never seen before.”

And up in Vergennes, Justine Jackson and 
Sophie Pickens saw their numbers “consistently 
expand” at Northern Daughters gallery on Main 
Street.

Now, no one is complaining, but this kind of 
success wasn’t exactly what these gallerists 
were expecting during the second year of the 
COVID pandemic. 

“It seems to me that what went on was that 
because people were more confined to their 
homes, they wanted to improve their space,” 
Harris suggested. “Or perhaps because our 
clientele wasn’t able to travel they focused on 
their homes and made new purchases.”

W
SEE ART ON PAGE 3

Area art gallery biz paints a pretty picture

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

Edgewater Galleries in Middlebury, Northern Daughters gallery in Vergennes, Art on Main in Bristol and the Brandon Artists Guild all reported stellar sales in 2021. These pieces 
by Mike Mayone, Pamela Smith, Hallie Monroe, Valerie Dearing, Katie Runde and Julia Jensen were all sold this year.

“WE HAVE OUTSOLD EVERY 
MONTH THIS YEAR, FROM 2019.” 

— Terry Racich

A little fantasy
AT A WINTER solstice celebration in front of Middlebury’s Town Hall Theater on Tuesday, just as the sun set on the shortest day of 

the year, local youngsters perform a play inspired by the British legend of St. George and the Dragon. See more photos on Page 3A.
Independent photo/Steve James
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Fresh, Local, Micro-Roasted Coffee

Bud’sBeans

Whole Beans and/or Brewed Cups Available at: 
Middlebury Natural Foods Co-op, Shafer’s, VT Food Collaborative, 

Middlebury Bagel & Deli, Otter Creek Bakery, VT Marketplace

63 Maple St | Middlebury, VT 05753
Thank you for supporting local businesses!

802-989-4675
budsbeanscoffee@gmail.com

BudsBeansCoffee.com

By ERIN PETENKO
VTDigger.org

VERMONT — So far only a handful 
of Vermonters have tested positive for 
the Omicron variant of COVID-19, state 
health offi cials said on Dec. 21. But that 
won’t be true for long.

“Omicron is here and likely has been 
for several weeks,” Health Commissioner 
Mark Levine said at the governor’s weekly 
press conference Tuesday.

As of that day, three Vermont cases 
have already been confi rmed by genomic 
sequencing. But only positive PCR tests 
are checked for the variant, and that 
sequencing can take a week to perform. 
That means Omicron has probably 
been circulating in Vermont since early 
December, offi cials said.

In only a week, Omicron has gone 
from composing 13% of cases nationally 
to 73%, and it’s now the dominant strain 
in Vermont, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.

New England lagged behind that rate 
as of Tuesday, with Omicron representing 
37% of cases, said Mike Pieciak, the state 
fi nancial regulation commissioner. But 
the nearby mid-Atlantic region, which 
includes New York, has already hit 92%.

With those states included, regional cases 
are up 41% in a single week, contributing 
to “the highest number of cases that the 
region has reported since the beginning of 
the pandemic,” Pieciak said.

And Vermont 
offi cials are nearly 
certain that the Omicron 
surge seen nationally 
is coming to Vermont. 
“The holiday season is 
likely going to drive a 
spike in COVID cases. 
That’s just the reality,” 
said Mike Smith, 
secretary of the Agency 
of Human Services.

Pieciak said that if Christmas and New 
Year’s cause a surge similar to Christmas 
2020, cases could rise 50%. That could 
translate to roughly 600 new cases per day 
with some bad days of more than 1,000 
cases, he said. 

After huge spikes, Vermont COVID 
cases and hospitalizations have fallen 
in recent weeks. But on Wednesday, the 
Vermont Department of Health reported 
653 COVID-19 cases, for a seven-day 
average of 407 cases per day.

Fifty-three Vermonters were hospitalized 

on Wednesday, including 17 in intensive 
care units. Three new deaths were reported. 
In total, 40 people have died of COVID 
so far in December and 458 have died 
throughout the entire pandemic.

Addison County 
reported 16 new cases 
of COVID-19 on 
Wednesday, which 
brought the total for the 
two weeks ending that 
day to 321. Addison 
County has logged a 
total of 2,378 cases 
since the pandemic 
began in March of 
2020.

Middlebury College, which saw a surge 
of cases two weeks ago, on Wednesday 
reported one new COVID-19 case for a 
total of 13 active cases on campus — 10 
of those cases involved students; the other 
three were employees. The semester ended 
on Sunday and students have been leaving.

The availability of hospital beds rose on 
Tuesday, both because fewer COVID-19 
patients need hospitalization, and because 
of efforts to increase staffi ng and beds. But 
there are still concerns about availability 
of health care for COVID-sufferers and the 

general population
Is Vermont’s health system ready for 

the surge? “We’re prepared,” Gov. Phil 
Scott said. “But I think it depends on the 
intensity of the storm.”

Omicron has thus far caused far more 
cases, but often less severe illnesses, than 
other COVID-19 variants in the countries 
reporting their experiences. Are the case 
less severe because some of those getting 
COVID have been vaccinated? Levine 
cautioned that “a larger number of cases 
will mean greater stress on our health care 
systems.”

In nearby New Hampshire, with the 
second-highest COVID-19 rate in the 
country, fewer than 1% of intensive 
care units beds are available and doctors 
are reporting signifi cant diffi culties in 
providing proper care for their patients.

Vermont K-12 schools reported 278 
COVID-19 cases among students and staff 
who were infectious in school buildings, 
up from 258 cases last week.
TESTING AND VACCINES

In preparation for another COVID 
surge, Vermont is providing additional 
opportunities for people to get tested, 
including take-home test options. 

Across 16 holiday testing sites, the state 

will offer 10,000 LAMP tests for registered 
appointments, and 50,000 antigen tests for 
walk-ins, Smith said. Partner organizations 
plan to distribute take-home tests to 
certain groups, including people of color 
and people experiencing food insecurity, 
economic hardship or homelessness.

The state also plans to offer 26 additional 
pop-up vaccination clinics targeted at 
holiday shopping locations, Smith said.

Just more than half of adults in Vermont 
have received their COVID-19 booster 
shot. In total, 92% of Vermonters ages 5 
and older have received at least one dose 
of the vaccine, including 53% of 5-to-11-
year olds. About 200,000 Vermonters are 
eligible for booster shots, but haven’t taken 
them.

Scott said experts have recommended 
that people follow a three-pronged strategy 
for holiday gatherings, accomplishing at 
least two of these three: Get vaccinated 
and boosted, get tested, and wear masks. 

“We don’t want the lasting memory of 
2021 to be regret that our holiday gathering 
could have been done more safely,” Levine 
said. With vaccines, testing and masking, 
“make your arrangements in a way that the 
most vulnerable person in your life will be 
protected,” he said. 

State offi cials forecast Christmas COVID-19 surge in Vermont

“The holiday season 
is likely going to drive 
a spike in COVID 
cases. That’s just the 
reality.”

— Mike Smith

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Memories 

can be powerful — particularly if 
they are tethered to a specifi c taste 
or aroma.

For Helen Hall, it’s her 
childhood recollection of scaling 
one of the counter stools at Calvi’s 
old-fashioned ice cream shop to 
enjoy a rich, thick malt shake.

“I remember going there 
regularly after school,” she said. 
“They had the best malts. I still 
haven’t found any other place that 
can replace those malts.”

But her mouth-watering memory 
seemed destined to remain just 
that; Calvi’s closed its Main Street 
Middlebury doors 23 years ago, 
not long after the tragic death of 
its congenial scoop-master, Blaney 
Calvi Blodgett.

The nostalgic echoes were 
inescapable, trailing Hall from 
her hometown of Ripton to New 
York state and then the West 
Coast, where she spent 16 years 
after graduating from Middlebury 
Union High School in 2002. After 
earning a degree from Empire 

State College in Saratoga, N.Y., 
she carved out a career in the food 
service industry, working kitchens 
and dining rooms in a half-dozen 
different eateries.

She decided upon her return 
to Addison County last year that 
the next restaurant at which she 
worked would be her own.

And that’s when Hall, now 38, 
resolved to have her malt and drink 
it, too.

“I thought, ‘Someone should 
open up Calvi’s,’” Hall recalled. 
“Then it was like, ‘I should open 
up Calvi’s.’ It all made sense.”

It was a sweet idea, and she 
received ample encouragement 
from other Middlebury-area 
folks who had spent more than 
a couple carefree afternoons at 
Calvi’s shoveling down ice cream 
with one hand while toggling the 
controls of a Pac Man game table 
with the other.

Hall then spent several months 
developing a business plan for a 
new Calvi’s. She knew it had to have 
counter/bar seating to replicate the 
soda fountain ambiance. It had to 

mimic the original Calvi’s casual, 
inviting atmosphere. And it had to 
feature a limited menu with items 
done right.

A couple Pac Man tables would 
be a bonus, Hall acknowledged 
with a smile.

It didn’t take her long to settle on 
two menu staples: Ice cream malts 
and crepes.

“It’s a low-key menu right now, 
and will evolve over time,” she 
promised.

She’s been experimenting with 
different ice creams and malt 
recipes to recreate what had been 
her childhood obsession.

Hall has already got the crepes 
covered. Her resume includes work 
at a creperie, where she learned how 
to whip up the best batter to make 
the pillowy, paper-thin wraps for all 
things savory and sweet. Nutella, 
fruit preserves, buffalo chicken, 
cheeses and bananas — and more 
— are all invited to the party.

Next, Hall embarked on a 
search for the appropriate space 
for the new Calvi’s. And as it 
turned out, she picked a prime 

New Calvi’s fi nds a place to call home

HELEN HALL HAS returned to Middlebury after a 16-year absence and is preparing to give new life to 
one of her favorite childhood memories: Calvi’s restaurant. She plans to open the business in the Marble 
Works this coming spring.

Independent photo/John S. McCright

MONTPELIER — The 
Vermont Agency of Commerce 
and Community Development 
(ACCD) is suggesting ways that 
Vermont businesses can mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19 in the 
workplace during the holidays. 

The advice came on Friday, 
Dec. 17, as Vermont saw a 
precipitous rise in COVID-19 
cases, including more than 2,000 
new cases last week.

ACCD Secretary Lindsay 
Kurrle recommended that all 
businesses:

• Encourage employees to get 
vaccinated and boosted when 
eligible and to take advantage of 
free and available testing when 
needed.

• Review all workplace safety 
protocols related to COVID-19 
and beyond to reduce the need 
for hospital visits of any kind as 
a result of workplace incidents.

• Enhance COVID-19 
mitigation with “Vaccine or Test 
and Mask” requirements for all 
employees.

• Consider enacting proof 
of vaccination or negative test 
policies for customers at some 
public-facing businesses.

To reenforce the message 
ACCD has hosted a webinar for 
business owners on Monday, Dec. 
20, with multiple state agencies 
and offi cials adding further 
guidance and recommended 
protocols.

In a Friday memo, Kurrle 
thanked Vermont businesses for 

the sacrifi ces they have made to 
keep the community safer during 
this pandemic, and she pointed 
out that in the current surge of 
cases hospitals are fi lling up and 
again making us all less safe.

“This is a time of year spent 
gathering with loved ones, 
friends, and co-workers to 
celebrate,” she wrote. “To relieve 
the extraordinary pressure on our 
hospitals and healthcare workers, 
now more than ever we need to 
be thoughtful and caring in our 
daily interactions with others.”

Here are Kurrle’s observations:
• The unvaccinated are driving 

much of the problem with high 
case counts and hospitalizations. 
Just 5% of Vermont adults have 
not yet received at least one dose 
of vaccine, but they make up more 
than 70% of hospitalizations and 
close to 80% of ICU admissions.

• Your employees are likely 
to gather with family and 
friends over the next two weeks 
increasing chances for continued 
spread of COVID-19, including 
cases among the workforce and 
children who only just recently 
became eligible for vaccination. 
Should we see an infl ux of 
positive test results, it could 
impact your ability to operate.

• Cases among vaccinated 
people may start to increase, as 
vaccine effi cacy begins to decline 
around the six-month mark. This 
makes boosters a very important 
tool to keep people protected and 

(See Kurrle, Page 3A)

Vt. businesses urged to 
tighten COVID precautions

time to put her business plan into 
motion. Downtown Middlebury 
last year was carrying around a 
dozen storefront vacancies created 
primarily by the COVID-19 
pandemic, a major rail tunnel 
project, and market forces. The 
Better Middlebury Partnership 
launched an aggressive effort to fi ll 
those spots through a “Kick Start” 
competition that promised startup 
funding and other amenities to the 
most auspicious business plans.

Calvi’s was among those that 
made the cut, ensuring Hall around 
$20,000 in fi nancing and another 
$5,000 in supports to get things 
rolling.

“The Kick Start aid is a major 
game changer for me,” Hall said 
at the time. “It will not only give 
me great fi nancial help in starting 
my business — especially with 
rent and renovations — but there 
will be amazing opportunity for 
business growth with this aid.”

It took a while for Hall to fi nd the 
right spot, but she believes she’s 
found it in the Marble Works, in a 
spot (111 Maple St., unit 24) soon 
to be vacated by the 11th Hour 
Botanical Wellness & Spa-fé. Hall 
and an architect have been sizing 
up the space for renovations that 
will allow for a spring 2022 launch 
of Calvi’s.

Hall is aiming for indoor and 
outdoor seating. Her original 
vision called for a full-fl edged 
sit-down restaurant, but she’s 
tempered that plan in view of a 
COVID-19 pandemic that has at 
least temporarily complicated in-
person dining.

The original Calvi’s was on Main 
Street, but Hall is content to have its 
new incarnation located a stone’s 
throw away, in the Marble Works.

“I fell in love with the idea of 
being in the Marble Works; I felt 
it would be a great place to have 
a business,” she said. “There’s a 
lot of foot traffi c through here, it’s 
a pretty location (near the Otter 
Creek Falls) and easy parking.”

If things go according to plan, 
Hall will fi nd great success and 
pass along her Calvi’s enthusiasm 
to the next generation — including 
her two children, Lincoln, 5, and 
Quinn, 3.

“It’s something I love to do, that 
I want to do, and is also helping the 
community — it checked all those 
boxes,” she said of her venture.
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1307 Monkton Road, North Ferrisburgh, VT 05473
Please send all cards to:

Earl Hanson will be celebrating his 

96th birthday 
on December 30th

Help us celebrate 

with a card shower!

Carol Milkuhn with Professor Amy Morsman

Lifelong learning for age 60+
Classes start soon for 
January and February
Request Course List!

Keep your mind active
ESI College on Zoom

college@elderlyservices.org
388-3983

Elderly Services

South Starksboro, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802 . 453 . 2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

Bristol Electronics installed our 20 panels quickly, efficiently, 
courteously and just the way we wanted them. Our roof is a difficult 
one due to our post-and-beam construction, but nevertheless, the crew 
was friendly, informative and just great people. Then even in the cloud 
cover, we began immediately to generate electricity! Furthermore (and 
most importantly for others deciding to install solar), the price was fair, 
competitive and honest. If we had another home, I’d want them to put the 
solar panels on that one, too! We recommend solar and Bristol Electronics 
without reservation!

Lawrence & Cynthia Jones ~ South Starksboro

Kurrle
(Continued from Page 2A)

reduce the disruption positive cases 
create.

• Vaccine and testing 
appointments are readily available 
statewide through a variety of 
sources and outlets and the supply 
of rapid antigen tests available to 
consumers is steadily increasing 
nationwide.

Because of the challenges we all 
face, Kurrle is asking businesses to 
step it up another notch and take 
the following additional steps over 
the next several months to help 
keep Vermont moving forward:

• Encourage your employees 
to get vaccinated and boosted. 
Vaccines are the best tool 
for preventing COVID-19 
hospitalizations. Encouraging the 
vaccinated to get their booster 
shot six months after their initial 
vaccination is also crucial. 
Encourage them to do this as soon 
as possible. Finding a vaccine clinic 
is easy and there are thousands of 
available timeslots across the state 
every day. A few state-run clinics 
take walk-ins. You can fi nd the full 
list and interactive map at tinyurl.
com/vaccineVt.

• Review all workplace 
safety protocols. Please review 
all protocols for mitigating all 
workplace injuries and the spread of 

all infection, including COVID-19, 
with the goal of reducing hospital 
visits of all types. As a community, 
we need to make an extra effort to 
reduce demand on the healthcare 
system. There are tools available 
to you through 
the Department of 
Labor and VOSHA 
to help you provide 
a safe and healthy 
workplace.

• E n h a n c e 
C O V I D - 1 9 
mitigation with 
“Vaccine or 
Test & Mask” 
R e q u i r e m e n t s . 
We recommend 
implementing a 
policy of asking 
employees to 
provide proof of 
full vaccination 
(and booster shots 
when eligible). 
The advantage to 
your business is 
that fully vaccinated employees 
do not need to quarantine if they 
are identifi ed as a close contact 
of someone who is infected. For 
employees who choose not to be 
vaccinated, we recommend that 
you require proof of a negative 
COVID-19 test once per week 

(twice weekly if rapid test is 
used, taken 24 hours apart) and 
require them to always wear a 
mask indoors, except when eating 
and drinking. As an employer, the 
State of Vermont has had great 

success increasing 
vaccination and 
booster rates, as 
well as mitigating 
cases and the 
disruptions from 
close contact 
quarantines by 
implementing a 
similar policy.

• Certain 
p u b l i c - f a c i n g 
businesses should 
consider proof 
of vaccination 
or negative 
test policies 
for customers. 
Keeping in mind 
that only about 5% 
of the eligible adult 
population remains 

unvaccinated, (many of them in the 
20- to 40-year-old age bands), bars, 
restaurants, social clubs and special 
event/performance venues should 
consider asking customers and 
event attendees over the age 5 to 
provide proof of full vaccination, 
or a negative (rapid antigen or 

PCR) test within 24-hours. This 
policy is already in place at some 
businesses in Vermont and can 
substantially increase vaccination 
rates and reduce community spread 
of COVID-19. It also provides 
customers and employees with 
greater peace of mind.”

The ACCD is working 
closely with President Biden’s 
administration and the National 
Institute of Health to enhance 
access to rapid testing resources, 
Kurrle said. She pointed out that 
Vermont’s “Test to Stay” program 
is keeping more kids in school 
when they are identifi ed as a 
close contact but not yet carriers 
of the coronavirus. ACCD is also 
collaborating with the Agency of 
Human Services to develop more 
pop-up vaccine booster clinics.

“I am sure you, like me, look 
forward to when COVID-19 is 
a distant memory,” Kurrle said. 
“The reality is, as we advance on 
the path from pandemic to endemic 
management of this virus, we 
know that the holiday season and 
winter weeks ahead are likely to 
be challenging. Please join me 
in redoubling efforts to slow the 
spread, which will allow all of us 
to keep our doors wide open and 
the hospital system from being 
overwhelmed.”

SECRETARY LINDSAY 
KURRLE

Imagination Imagination 
Kids marked the winter 

solstice late Tuesday afternoon 
with a pageant featuring 
lanterns, puppets and a 
play about St. George and 
the Dragon — all in front of 
Middlebury’s Town Hall Theater. 
The spectacle came together 
out of a series of workshops 
and classes on lantern and 
puppet making, plus theater 
creation, by Barbara Paulsen, 
Claire Tebbs and Lindsay 
Pontius. An appreciative crowd 
of adults and other youngsters 
saw the wonderful performance 
that wrapped up just as the 
shortest day of the year came to 
an end. When daylight returned 
on Wednesday morning it 
promised to stay a little bit 
longer every day for the next 
six months. 

Independent 
photos by 

Steve James
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Around
the

bend
By Jessie Raymond

By Mary E.
Mendoza

Ways of
Seeing

It was Saturday, Nov. 27. I asked Mark to take a 
circuitous route, so people wouldn’t suspect where we 
were going. He declined, instead driving straight to the 
Christmas tree farm.

Similarly, on the way home, he refused to throw a 
tarp over the tree in his truck bed, so anyone who saw 
us would know what we had just done.

I never pictured us as the type of family that would 
put up their tree in November. In 
my mind, people who do that wear 
holiday sweaters that light up and 
use the word “jolly” unironically.  

But this year — due to the 
romantic lure of an early snowfall 
and an invitation from our grown 
son and his family — we cut 
down our tree two days after 
Thanksgiving. 

Christmas is my favorite time of 
year, but I like to play it cool. That 
means complaining about people who launch into full 
Christmas mode before their Thanksgiving dinner has 
even settled. That means telling everyone I’m “so sick” 
of Mariah Carey, even if I’ve been secretly crooning 
“All I Want for Christmas Is You” into a wooden spoon 
for weeks. 

And, above all, it means not getting a Christmas tree 
until mid-December.

I’ve always believed that the best way to enjoy 
Christmas is to wait, savoring the anticipation of 

decking the halls, but not succumbing to temptation 
too soon. That way, when I fi nally fl ip the switch, it’s a 
crazy, stressed-out rush to get everything done in time, 
culminating in a last-minute gift-wrapping crisis on 
Christmas Eve when we run out of Scotch tape and all 
the stores are closed.

That’s how we’ve always done it.
Putting up the tree early launched me into my 

Christmas mindset a full two weeks 
sooner than ever before. Plus, 
spooked by (largely unfounded) 
warnings of supply-chain shortages, 
I had done most of my shopping in 
the fall.

I mailed two boxes of gifts to 
distant relatives on the fi rst of 
December. I usually like to save 
this step for around the 23rd. How 
tired the clerks must get of the 
long line of procrastinators like me 

wanting to pay book rate to ship a 25-pound box across 
the country, but at a speed that challenges the laws of 
physics.

In this newfound extended holiday season, I’ve 
baked so many cookies that Keebler corporate has sent 
over teams of elves for production tips.

And I admit I’ve been hitting the Hallmark 
Christmas movies a bit harder than normal, mostly 
for the background noise when I’m baking. But Mark 

When I moved to Vermont for college, I was 18 and 
had barely left Texas. My family drove me, and I was 
terrifi ed when I realized how far Vermont was from 
home. 

As we neared Middlebury, we stopped at the Maple 
Museum in Pittsford. I didn’t go in because I was 
crying. Scared about my family leaving me, I told my 
dad that I thought I’d made a mistake while the rest of 
my family went inside. 

A while later, a kind woman came out with my 
mom, gave me her number and said I 
should call her if I needed anything. 
My mom had told her I was getting 
cold feet. I know her name to this 
day, but nothing else. I don’t know 
her history or her political affi liation. 
All I know is that she cared about 
making me feel safe and welcome. 
That was my fi rst experience in 
Vermont. It made me want to stay. 

Twenty years later, Vermont is my home by choice 
because of the tenet of care that she and many others 
I have met here share. It runs through the state, across 
party lines, making Vermont a trailblazer in many 
ways: it was the fi rst to offer civil unions, it has been 
an incubator for progressive environmental policies 
— policies that have either been adapted or adopted in 
kind across the nation. 

In the past few months I’ve seen that ethos wither. 
Every day recently, I’ve felt a swelling rage as I’ve 
witnessed some abhorrent behavior concerning COVID 
precautions. Middlebury Selectboard: We need to have 
a mask mandate, and we need to ban large, indoor 
gatherings. You made the wrong choice, like other 

towns, and now the county may be in for greater crisis.
Just last week, this paper published an article stating 

that a quarter of all the cases in the county occurred in 
the last month, and as of last week there were 70 cases 
at the college. Finally, the article quoted the Middlebury 
selectboard chair stating, “The best two things you can 
do is get vaccinated, and if you’re in a group where you 
know not everyone is vaccinated, wear a mask.” 

But we are clearly at an all-time peak and vaccines 
aren’t fully covering us. The college has a vaccine 

mandate, and still 70 people 
became infected, indicating most 
were breakthrough infections. 

And how can we know who 
is vaccinated? Even people we 
know mislead us, endangering our 
lives, leading us to unknowingly 
endanger the lives of others. I’ll 
give two examples. In my family, 
my brother led us to believe he was 

vaccinated. He wasn’t. Luckily, he didn’t infect people 
on a visit, but weeks later he nearly died in the hospital 
from COVID, which is how we learned he wasn’t 
inoculated. In another family I know, people became 
ill and assumed, because they were vaccinated, it was 
just a cold, but it was COVID. As a result, almost every 
person who came into their house (maskless) during the 
time of infection became infected too. My point is that, 
fi rst, even our closest family members lie to us, which 
puts us and then others at risk, and second, not everyone 
has the knowledge base and resources to realize that a 
cough might not just be a cough. 

Masks alone aren’t enough. Middlebury College 

Thank you for your recent 
article drawing attention to the 
presence of antisemitism, racism 
and white supremacy in Addison 
County.

I honor the three Jewish 
kids who have the bravery and 
responsibility to speak out about 
this and their experience at Mt. 
Abe. They acted despite their fear 
of being targeted by those who 
disagree with them.

Their need to be anonymous is 
itself a statement about the reality 
that can be ignored by those of us 
who do not belong to a minority 
group.

I am a Jew. I know that 
antisemitism has always been part 
of the Jewish experience. It’s in 
the horrors of the Holocaust and 
the insidious hate speech in some 
schools, some workplaces, and 
some neighborhoods.

It’s everywhere people choose 
to shut themselves off from those 
who might have different beliefs 
in religion, family design, politics 
— the list gets longer.

Aa a Jew, I do not believe 
that antisemitism defi nes who 
we are. It never has and never 
will. Otherwise throughout the 
centuries up to the present, we 
would not have the strength and 
courage and faith to deal with it.
The survival of Jews also has 
been made more likely by support 
from non-Jews, some of whom 
believe in and take seriously the 
teachings of Jesus.
Your article documents that 
antisemitism is increasing in our 
country. Why? 
These are alarming times — not 
just for Jews — for all of us.

Ronnie Chirnoff
Ripton

Editor’s note: This letter is in 
response to Addison Independent 
reporter Christopher Ross’s Dec. 9 
account of antisemitism at Mount 
Abraham Union High School.

———
Dear Jewish Students at Mount 

Abe, 
Thank you for the bravery 

and strength to write to our 
community and let us know 
your perspective of what it is 
like to be a Jewish high school 
student. You are not alone and 
you are believed. As Christopher 
Ross pointed out in his article, 
the statistics regarding rising 
antisemitism in our country and 
how Jewish people have had 
to change their behaviors, is 
absolutely cause for immediate 
concern. 

Antisemitism thrives in 
darkness and when people 
don’t speak out it festers until it 
manifests in physical violence or 
vandalism. 

You spoke out and I personally 
am grateful for your leadership. 
Please know that an entire 
community of Jewish friends, 
allies, and institutions like 
Havurah, Hillels, and synagogues 
around our state support you and 
your right to be Jewish in your 
own way, unequivocally. 

Matt Vogel
Ferrisburgh

Anti-semitism 
bodes ill for all

Anti-vax beliefs 
are not new

I am writing in response to 
Claire Corkins’ “Ways of Seeing” 
article and to Alden Harwood’s 
letter to the editor concerning 
vaccinations. I am of the polio 
generation, and I have known 
people who got it. I am not an 
antivaxxer. I am writing only to 
say that there was indeed vaccine 
hesitancy back in those days. 
An article from May at the NPR 
website reveals that Franklin 
Roosevelt (himself a polio 
survivor) launched the National 
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, 
which later evolved into the March 
of Dimes. A years-long campaign 
of information and donations to the 
effort of eradicating polio made the 
difference in Americans’ attitudes.

Along the way, however, 
vaccine-development mistakes 

Editor’s note: An editorial about the credibility of Santa 
Claus appeared more than 100 years ago in The New York 
Sun. It was written by Francis Pharcellus Church, an assistant 
to the paper’s editor. A true Christmas classic, it has outlived 
its writer, the recipient, and the newspaper that gave it life. Its 
most famous phrases are often recalled and sometimes parodied. 
Here we reprint the famous letter and response, partly in the 
hopes that parents will take the time to read it aloud to children 
of appropriate ages and for all to refl ect on the less commercial 
aspects of this holiday season.

**********
We take pleasure in answering at once and thus prominently 

the  communication below, expressing at the same time our great 
gratifi cation that its faithful author is numbered among the friends 
of The Sun:

Dear Editor:
I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say there is no Santa 

Claus. Papa says, “If you see it in The Sun, it’s so.” Please tell 
me the truth, is there a Santa Claus?

Virginia Hanlon
115 West 95th Street

Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They have been affected 
by the skepticism of a skeptical age. They do not believe except 
what they see. They think that nothing can be which is not 
comprehensible by their little minds. All minds, Virginia, whether 
they be men’s or children’s, are little. In this great universe of 
ours man is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, as compared 
with the boundless world around him, as measured by the 
intelligence capable of grasping the whole truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as certainly as 
love and generosity and devotion exist, and you know that they 
abound and give to your life its highest beauty and joy. Alas! 
how dreary would be the world if there were no Santa Claus! It 
would be as dreary as if there were no Virginias. There would be 
no childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance to make tolerable 
this existence. We should have no enjoyment, except in sense 
and sight. The eternal light with which childhood fi lls the world 
would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not believe in 
fairies! You might get your papa to hire men to watch in all the 
chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even if they 
did not see Santa Claus coming down, what would that prove? 
Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no Santa 
Claus. The most real things in the world are those that neither 
children nor men can see. Did you ever see fairies dancing on the 
lawn? Of course not, but that’s no proof that they are not there. 
Nobody can conceive or imagine all the wonders there are unseen 
and unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what makes noise 
inside, but there is a veil covering the unseen world which not the 
strongest man, not even the united strength of all the strongest 
men that ever lived could tear apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, 
love, romance can push aside that curtain and view and picture 
the supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, 
in all this world there is nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God he lives, and he lives forever. A 
thousand years from now, Virginia, nay ten times ten thousand 
years from now, he will continue to make glad the heart of 
childhood.

Merry Christmas
and happy holidays to all,

from all of us at
the Addison Independent.

childhood.

Merry Christmas
and happy holidays to all,

Frosted
AT A DISTANCE the snow-covered branches of this bush were easy to pass by, but on closer 

look the hoar frost bristled with winter’s wonder.
Independent photo/Angelo Lynn
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Middlebury Sweets

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year

Vermont’s Largest Candy Store
Would like to wish you a very

From our family to yours!

1395 ROUTE 7 S  MIDDLEBURY, VT  05753
802-388-4518

WWW.MIDDLEBURYSWEETS.COM

Wishing you a Happy 
(and Warm)  

Holiday Season!

802-388-9260  •  213 Exchange St. Middlebury

Owned & Operated by the
MacIntyre Family since 1943

Making friends warm is our business!

convinced me it was time for a 
Hallmark hiatus when I said, “If we 
don’t have two eight-foot trees in 
the living room and a wreath hung 
on every kitchen cabinet door, is it 
even Christmas?”

I can’t imagine what my parents 
would say if they knew how 
I’m changing. Though they had 
abandoned the tradition by the 
time I was born, in the early 1960s 
when my older brother was little, 
on Christmas Eve Santa didn’t just 
bring presents, he did everything — 
putting up, lighting and trimming 
the tree, setting up my dad’s vintage 
Lionel train set and assembling 
any complicated toys — before my 

brother woke at dawn. 
My parents never admitted that 

this was a contributing factor in 
their divorce some years later. But 
they never denied it, either.

Maybe it was through them 
that I developed an aversion to 
decorating too early. I associated 
that kind of enthusiasm with people 
who pride themselves on knowing 
the third verse of “Jingle Bells.”

But my shame was unfounded. 
When I confessed to friends and 
coworkers that we had decorated 
the house right after Thanksgiving, 
they all said the same thing: “We 
got our tree in November for the 
fi rst time this year, too!” 

Maybe it’s a reaction to the 

pandemic; deprived of the 
company of crowds of revelers, 
we’re doubling down on Christmas 
at home.

I just wish I’d known sooner 
that putting up a tree in November 
is nothing to hide. I wouldn’t 
have gone out under cover of 
darkness and risked breaking my 
neck sneaking the red-and-green 
Christmas totes down the steep 
barn attic stairs into the house.

I fi gured by now I’d be sick of 
a monthlong Christmas season. 
But surrounded by holiday décor 
and unburdened by the accustomed 
time crunch, I’m feeling content. 
Cheerful. Even, one might say, 
jolly.

Jessie
(Continued from Page 4A)

Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

has a mask mandate, which kept 
the number of cases to only 70, but 
what might have happened without 
masks? This is why we should also 
ban large public gatherings. 

Venues like the Town Hall 
Theater should pause events for 
now. I asked the theater to cancel 
an upcoming event last week. Even 
with their current precautions, it’s 
not enough. The person I talked to 
was kind but indicated it would take 
a huge act to stop performances. 
Why? Shouldn’t one of our 
community centers have the best 
interest of the community in mind? 
If we dealt with a mask mandate in 
the beginning of the pandemic and 
stopped large gatherings, why can’t 

we do that again? 
Remember when we had the 

lowest infection rates in the nation? 
That was because we took extreme 
measures as a state and acted 
collectively to abide by them. If 
state leadership doesn’t want to 
reinstate these measures, why are 
we accepting that? Sometimes 
those in power, even if they appear 
to have more knowledge and 
facts, don’t always make the best 
decisions. 

Governor Scott said that 
protective measures like mask 
mandates and gathering limits 
would punish all Vermonters when 
it’s really only fi ve percent driving 
the problem. As others have said, 
that framing damages the ongoing 

efforts to combat the spread of 
COVID. It makes it sound like 
collective care is a punishment and 
not something we should all just 
do. It completely misses the core 
of who Vermonters are and what 
Vermont can be. If Governor Scott 
wants to try to set us back, we don’t 
have to let him. We can take action 
town by town and restore our place 
on the national stage as an example 
of what effective policy can look 
like and what true bipartisan 
cooperation (despite Governor 
Scott) can do. 

Mary E. Mendoza is an assistant 
professor of history and Latino/a 
Studies at Penn State University. 
She lives in Weybridge, Vt.

Racism punched Vermonters 
hard in the face with the shotgun 
attack by three white night-riders 
on the home of a Black minister in 
Irasburg in the early hours of July 
19, 1968. 

The shock and 
impact of that racial 
attack is still being 
felt and debated 
more than a half-
century later with 
the publication of a 
new book about the 
notorious Irasburg 
Affair, as well as 
two other state police 
scandals during the 
1970s. 

Gary Shattuck’s 
new book, “Night-
Rider Legacy, 
Weaponizing Race 
in the Irasburg Affair 
of 1968,” published 
by the White River 
Press with the Center 
for Research on 
Vermont at UVM, is 
a blockbuster read 
when race issues 
in Vermont can no 
longer be ignored. 
The book became available this 
month. 

Shattuck of Shrewsbury is 
a former Vermont State Police 
commander, lawyer, former 
Vermont assistant district attorney, 
and now author. He spent four 
years of meticulous research for 
his important book with almost 
1,000 footnotes. He brings back 
to life the events surrounding the 
Irasburg Affair, which shattered 
Vermont’s quiet image by making 
it national news for its unusual 
racial attack in a lily-white state. 

The Irasburg Affair involved 
three young white Northeast 
Kingdom Vermonters on a sultry 
summer night in 1968 attacking 
the Irasburg home of a Black 
minister and his family with 
shotgun blasts.

The racial attack rocked 
Vermont as it became a central 
part of the 1968 political campaign 
for governor and a bitter end for 
outgoing Gov. Philip H. Hoff’s six 
years in offi ce.

The Irasburg case resulted in 
Larry Conley, who was home 
on Army leave, being convicted 
of a minor charge while his two 
nightrider companions — one 
male and a young woman — 
escaping prosecution. 

The case also exposed fl aws 

in the way state police dealt with 
racial issues, and its command 
structure.

The lessons from that series of 
events, as well as the 1979 Router 

Bit Affair, and of 
the dirty cop Paul 
Lawrence, who in 
the 1970s planted 
drugs on people and 
then arrested them, 
showcased a decade 
of misbehavior by 
the Vermont State 
Police. For this 
reason, this book 
is an important 
recounting of 
Vermont history, 
especially now when 
police-community 
issues are frequently 
considered breaking 
news in the nation. 

For me, Shattuck’s 
book was a return 
to one of the most 
reported Vermont 
news events of 
1968, already a very 
tumultuous year 
with the Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy and The 

Rev. Martin Luther King murders, 
anguish over the Vietnam War, 
a spirited GOP gubernatorial 
primary, and efforts in our state to 
foster more racial understanding 
between young rural whites and 
urban Blacks. 

During the Irasburg Affair, I 
was a Statehouse reporter for the 
Rutland Herald and the Barre-
Montpelier Times Argus and one 
of the news people covering these 
events.

For many in Vermont these 
events and the role of the Vermont 
State Police during the 1960s and 
1970s have faded into the mists of 
history. Yet, this history is critically 
important for Vermonters to have 
a perspective with which to judge 
the work today of Vermont’s 
police forces, state and local. 

Shattuck has done a brilliant 
job of recreating that time. He 
writes, bottom line, that his book 
is “an account of the unintended 
consequences resulting from the 
careless use of divisive, racially 
charged language lodged against 
law enforcement agencies when 
virtually no evidence of racism 
existed.”

Wow! Shattuck’s conclusion 
was a surprise to me as I remained 
convinced, more than a half a 
century later, that racial attitudes 

tainted the work of the Vermont 
State Police in investigating the 
Irasburg case. In fact, a three-
member commission investigating 
the Irasburg case, headed by the 
late U. S. District Judge Ernest 
W. Gibson Jr., found that the state 
police went from prosecuting the 
shotgun attack to persecuting the 
Black minister. While the state 
police members were investigating 
the shotgun attack, they observed 
that the married Black minister 
was engaged in sexual relations 
with his white house guest. This 
resulted in the two being charged 
with the crime of adultery, which 
added a whole new salacious 
dimension to the story.

The Router Bit Affair involved 
state police members in the 
St. Johnsbury area getting free 
seconds of router bits for their 
personal use, which they later 
misappropriated. In 1979, I 
directed coverage of the impact 
of the Router Bit scandal as 
managing editor of the Rutland 
Herald. The tragic result was 
that Vermont State Police Cpl. 
Howard Gary Gould, distraught 
over the scandal, took his life on 
July 30, 1979, behind the Vermont 
Statehouse, and left a note that is 
included in the book. 

I agree that the Vermont State 
Police did little to support Gould’s 
widow and family after the tragic 
event. At the same time, Vermont’s 
media fell short in its reporting, 
as well. We were all focused on 
the scandal and not much on the 
human tragedy and its impact on 
the Gould family. As the Herald’s 
managing editor, I should have 
done more to focus our reporters 
on that aspect of the story.

In the book’s epilogue, Shattuck 
sets forth documentation of the 
many efforts by the Vermont State 
Police to create new leadership 
from within. He convincingly 
argues that the old culture of 
“Fortress Redstone,” the former 
location of the police headquarters, 
has now evolved into a culture of 
accountability and transparency. 
Prior to these events, the state 
police were a law unto themselves 
as the scandals of the 1960s and 
1970s demonstrated.

(Disclosure: Shattuck, after 
several interviews, asked if I 
would write a preface for his 
book. I agreed, and even though 
I disagreed with his central 
conclusion, he bravely included 
it. I believe it gives this important 
book even more credibility.)

New book on 1968 Irasburg Affair:

Racial attack echoes in Vt. history

Community
 Forum

This week’s writer 
is Stephen C. Terry 
of Middlebury, 
who is a former 
managing editor of 
the Rutland Herald 
(1977-1985) and a 
Statehouse reporter 
(1965-1969).

were made, leading to deaths 
among children who were injected 
with a vaccine accidentally 
containing live virus. In 1955, 
for instance, insuffi ciently killed 
virus in the vaccine from a lab in 
Berkeley, California, produced 
infection in 200 children; many 
were paralyzed, and several died. 
Stops and starts in the rollout 
followed.

Jonas Salk and Albert Sabine 
were the two famous polio vaccine 
developers — of the “killed” 
virus and “live” virus versions, 

respectively. People were indeed 
cautious about that live virus 
version, for reasons related to those 
accidental deaths, among other 
concerns. There was most certainly 
parental consent involved. My 
mother always instructed me that I 
and not anyone else was in charge 
of my health decisions. She would 
not allow me to have the Sabine 
oral vaccine (via sugar cube). She 
insisted that I have the killed virus. 
Live virus sometimes became 
strong enough to cause disease.

The Salk killed-type vaccine 
(inactivated polio vaccine, or 

IPV) has replaced the live type 
in the United States. In 1996 
the Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices made 
the recommendation that the US 
use IPV, and by 2000 IPV had 
replaced the oral version of the 
vaccine for the routine prevention 
of polio. No vaccine-associated 
paralysis has since been reported. 
Salk was awarded the Nobel Prize. 
There is always room for serious 
consideration of the facts and 
informed consent.

Marcia Merryman-Means
Vergennes

Merryman-Means letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

Letters to the Editor

Let’s solve our educational problems together
Many of us have wondered 

why the Mt. Abraham Unifi ed 
School District (MAUSD) would 
be considering closing elementary 
schools, and MAUSD would 
support consolidating middle 
and high schools with Addison 
Northwest (the Vergennes area) 
and becoming one large uber-
district. After all, the fi nancial 
worries plaguing the MAUSD 
are the result of declining student 
enrollment and a state education 
funding system that was designed 
when student enrollment in 
Vermont was stable. Closing 
(or even threatening to close) 
town elementary schools; and 
consolidating (or even threatening 
to consolidate) middle and high 
schools with another district, will 
only make the enrollment decline 
worse. We are already hearing 
this concern from local real-estate 
agents. Why would young families 
move to our fi ve towns without 
assurance that town schools will 
remain open and vibrant, and 
school bus rides will remain 
relatively short?

If declining student enrollment 
is part of the cause of the problem, 
let’s take steps to attract more 
families to our region. It seems 
to us that the solution consists of 
three key parts:

• Increase the availability of 
jobs. Supporting the universal 
broadband efforts now under way 

across Addison County is one 
way to help here. Not only will 
affordable, universal high-speed 
internet enable many current 
and future residents to work 
from home, but it will promote 
economic development across 
our towns, creating more jobs and 
making it much easier for residents 
to fi nd information that leads to 
gainful employment. For more 
information, please visit the Maple 
Broadband website. 

• Increase the availability of 
reasonably priced housing. The 
recent Population and Housing 
Report from the Addison County 
Regional Planning Commission 
suggests some solutions, including 
repurposing existing housing 
stock (Repurpose existing housing 
stock, not schools!). Our local and 
regional planning commissions 
have already been doing some 
great work on this issue. They 
need our questions and ideas, 
and they deserve our support in 
considering steps that will increase 
housing availability, especially for 
young families just starting out. 
There are a number of steps that 
towns can take, and a number of 
resource people and organizations 
that would help our towns with this 
part of the solution.

• Increase the availability 
of early childcare. The scarcity 
of quality care for very young 
children is a huge obstacle to 

employment that discourages 
young families from settling in our 
rural towns. There must be ways to 
increase access to early childcare 
— including by locating it in some 
of the extra space we currently 
have in our schools.

Wouldn’t it be a more 
productive and harmonious use 
of our time and resources to work 
together on these steps toward 
solutions, rather than just treating 
the symptom of the problem 
with measures (closing schools 
and further consolidating school 
governance) that would have so 
many negative effects on our 
students and our communities? 
Imagine MAUSD board members, 
the MAUSD administration, and 
community members from across 
our fi ve towns, intentionally 
collaborating to keep our schools 
open, vibrant, thriving and cost 
effective. With that kind of effort 
there’s nothing we couldn’t 
accomplish. While we’re at it, 
let’s also collaborate in calling on 
the Vermont Legislature to make 
needed changes to the state’s 
system for funding public schools, 
so Vermont’s rural communities 
won’t have to suburbanize our 
school systems in order to be able 
to afford them. 

Nancy Cornell 
on behalf of the Starksboro 

SOS (Save Our Schools) 
Committee
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Wishing our patients, their families and all of our community members 
good health and a very happy holiday season.

� ank you to the more than 2,100 patients who invited us in to provide home care and hospice care for them in their homes in the past 
year. It has been our privilege to serve the Addison County community in all life stages for more than 50 years, and we look forward to 

the next 50 years of providing caring, competent compassionate care to all who need it right here in Addison County.

(802)388-7259 • www.achhh.org • PO Box 754, Route 7 North, • Middlebury, VT 05753

Please visit www.achhh.org to learn more about us or to make a tax-deductible donation.

FUNERAL
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
CREMATION
PRE-PLANNING   

SERVICES

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
453-2301

VERGENNES
877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 91 years  |  1930-2021

57 Main St. New Haven | 453-3433 | CleggsNewHaven@yahoo.com  
CleggsMemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Drafting  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast  •  Cleaning

Foundations  •  Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operated
Addison county’s ONLY full 
service monument company 

CLEGGS 
M EMORIALS

A Celebration of Life, for those left behind, helps those 
family members and friends with closure. Even though 

your loved one says “I just want to be cremated – no 
funeral,” they forget the Celebration of Life service is 

not for them, but for the ones left behind. A service is a 
healthy way to say good-bye.

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home 
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT 

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Cremation
with a Service

Charles Francis Whitman, 92, of Middlebury
MIDDLEBURY — Charles 

“Charlie” “Honey Bee”) Francis 
Whitman, age 92, passed away 
peacefully on Monday, Dec. 14, 
2021, at Queen City Nursing and 
Rehabilitation in Burlington.

Charlie was born in Proctor on 
Sept. 16, 1929, to Archie and Nellie 
(Ballirgeou) Whitman. He grew up 
in Middlebury, where he attended 
St. Mary’s School. Following his 
education, he enlisted in the United 
States Navy in 1947 and served for 
two years, after which he served in 
the United States Army in Panama 
for another two years. Upon 
completion of his military service, 
Charlie returned to Middlebury 
and worked as a beekeeper at 
Champlain Valley Apiaries for 
over 40 years. He enjoyed hunting, 
fi shing and trapping. He loved the 
great outdoors and bird hunting 
with his Brittany Spaniels.

He is survived by many nieces 
and nephews, including his 
caregivers, Gary (Donna) Whitman 
and Robin (Debbie) Whitman, 
both of Ripton, and  two sisters, 
Cecilia Barrows of Bridport and 

CHARLES FRANCIS WHITMAN

Ruth Conway of North Carolina. 
He was predeceased by a sister, 
Dorothy Whitman, and three 
brothers, Raymond Whitman, 
William Whitman and Richard 
Whitman.

The family wishes to express 
their gratitude for special friends 
who looked out for Charlie, 
especially Joe Cyr, Bobby Cyr, 
Chaz Mraz, and Dr. James (Chip) 

and Nancy Malcolm.
The graveside committal service 

and burial, with Military Honors, 
will take place at a later date in 
Cook Cemetery in Ripton.

Memorial gifts in lieu of 
fl owers may be made to Vermont 
Beekeepers Association.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home in Brandon.◊

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Frances Louise Simpson, 67, of Waltham
WALTHAM — Frances Louise 

Simpson passed away at home 
surrounded by family on Dec. 17, 
2021, after a courageous battle 
with pancreatic cancer.

Fran, 67, was the seventh of nine 
children of Kenneth Field Cushman 
and Mary Evelyn (Husk) Cushman. 
She grew up on the Cushman dairy 
farm on Middlebrook Road in 
Ferrisburgh, where she developed 
her unstoppable work ethic.

She was a 1972 graduate of 
Vergennes Union High School 
and earned a bachelor’s degree 
in Plant and Soil Science from 
the University of Vermont in 
1976. Fran got her start as a 
horticulturalist when she was still 
in high school when she built her 
fi rst greenhouse with her father.

She and her husband Charles 
(Chuck) Simpson started 
Simpson’s Greenhouse in Waltham 
in 1979. A focused and disciplined 
worker, Fran steadily grew her 
business, eventually adding 
eighteen greenhouses. She also 
raised three children among the 
pansies, petunias, and mums.

She enjoyed spending time with 

FRANCES LOUISE SIMPSON

her family, being outdoors, and any 
type of dessert. She was a natural 
at growing just about every plant.

She is survived by her loving 
husband, Charles Simpson; her son 
Jesse Simpson and wife Katrina of 
Underhill; her daughter Heather 
Simpson and husband Josh 
Trudeau of Bristol; and son Travis 
Simpson of Waltham. She leaves 
behind her beloved grandchildren 

Evelyn and Laura Simpson and 
Charles, Henry, and John Trudeau.

Fran is also survived by 
her siblings, Patty Ganson of 
Vergennes; Carolyn Allen of 
Charlotte; Margaret Shelley and 
her husband Gary of Berlin; Fred 
Cushman of New Haven; Lynn 
Cushman and his wife Julie of 
Redmond, Wash.; Kenny Cushman 
and his wife Shayne of Virginia; 
Wendy Ringer of Vergennes and 
Elaine Carroll and her husband 
Matt of Boston; as well as many 
extended relatives.

She is predeceased by her 
parents and brothers-in-law Wayne 
Ganson, John Allen and Tony 
Ringer. We want to thank the staff 
of Addison County Home Health 
and Hospice for keeping mom 
comfortable in her fi nal days.

Visiting hours will be Sunday, 
Dec. 26, from 2 to 5 p.m. at the 
Brown-McClay Funeral Home in 
Vergennes. Everyone is welcome, 
and please wear a mask. The 
funeral service will be held at 
Brown-McClay on Dec. 27, at 10 
a.m. and will be limited to family 
only due to COVID restrictions. A 
private burial will follow at Gage 
Cemetery. 

In lieu of fl owers, donations 
may be made to American Legion 
Post 14 Vergennes, VT 05491. 
To send online condolences to 
her family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.  
For those who want to watch 
the video of the service, it will 
be located at the bottom of the 
obituary on the Brown McClay 
website.◊

Rael H. Mayer, 93, of New Haven
NEW HAVEN — Rael H. Mayer, 

93, passed peacefully at home on 
Friday, Dec. 17, 2021, surrounded 
by his loved ones. Rael will be 
remembered for his never-ending 
supply of humor and his great love 
for his family.  

Rael was born in Shoreham, Vt., 
on Nov. 30, 1928, to Edmond and 
Elie Anna (Bourbonais) Mayer. He 
was the fi fth of 10 children and the 
fi rst to be born in the United States.

Rael attended schools in Bridport 
and Shoreham and began a life 
of farming at a very young age. 
Rael, his brother Fernand, and their 
mother purchased their New Haven 
farm in 1947. Rael raised his own 
family, after helping to raise his 
younger brothers and sisters, and 
saw his many grandchildren grow 
up at the farm, where he will have 
his fi nal resting place.

Rael married his wife Beverly 
(Sherman) on his 29th birthday, on 
Nov. 30, 1957, and they recently 
celebrated 64 years of marriage. 
Rael and Bev enjoyed traveling and 
went on many adventures together, 
including six trips to Hawaii, a 
cross-country road trip, and cruises 
to Alaska and the Caribbean.

Rael was deeply connected to the 
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community as a charter member 
of the New Haven Volunteer Fire 
Department, formed in May 1967. 
He served as a fi refi ghter and as 
Assistant Chief, and until recently 
made frequent appearances at 
NHVFD events. He was also a 
longtime member of the Farm 
Bureau, where he held a director 
position for several years.

He is survived by his wife, 
Beverly and their four children: their 
daughter, Marie (Sherman) Jewett, 
and their sons Edmond (Judy), 
Alan (Cindy) and Dennis. Rael is 

also survived by 10 grandchildren: 
Megan (Tim), Brian (Stephanie), 
Tyler, Seth, Rachel, Cassie, Katie, 
Tia, Mimi, and Ian; and one great-
grandson, Grayson. He also leaves 
behind his sisters, Pauline Welch 
and Jeanne Ciemniewski, and 
brother Raymond; many nieces 
and nephews; and a very dear 
friend, Fran Walsh.

He was predeceased by his 
brothers Fernand, Paul, and Rene; 
his sisters Peggy St. George, 
Lucille Smith and Jeannette Mayer; 
and his son-in-law Robbie Cook.

A special thank you to the staff 
of ACHHH who cared for Rael, 
especially nurse Anna, who helped 
his family fulfi ll his wish to remain 
at home.

The family will plan a 
celebration of Rael’s life at a later 
date. In lieu of fl owers, donations 
in his memory may be made to 
either the New Haven Volunteer 
Fire Department, PO Box 120, 
New Haven, VT 05472, or Addison 
County Home Health and Hospice, 
PO Box 754, Route 7 North, 
Middlebury, VT 05753.

To send online condolences 
to his family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com.◊

The Independent will publish 
paid obituaries and free notices of 
passing. Paid obituaries cost 25 
cents per word and will be published, 
as submitted, on the date of the 
family’s choosing. For those who do 
not wish to purchase an obituary, 
the Independent offers a free notice 
of passing up to 100 words, subject 
to editing by our news department. 
Photos (optional) with either paid 
obituaries or free notices cost $10 per 
photo. Obituaries may be emailed to 
obits@addisonindependent.com.

Submissions must be received 
by 11 a.m. on Wednesday for 
publication in the Thursday 
paper and 11 a.m. on Friday for 
Monday’s paper. Email obits@
addisonindependent.com or call 
802-388-4944 for more information.

Obituary 
Guidelines

MIDDLEBURY — David 
Smith Jr., or “Skip,” as he was 
known to his family and friends, 
died peacefully at his home in 
Middlebury, Vt. on Nov. 23, 2021, 
after a long illness bravely borne.

Skip was born on June 23, 1946, 
in Boston, Mass., and grew up 
in Middlebury, Vt. He attended 
Northfi eld Mount Hermon School, 
returning to Vermont during the 
summers to do odd jobs, including 
a beloved post with the Middlebury 
Bread Loaf Campus grounds crew.

Skip attended Middlebury 
College and graduated in 1968 
with a B.A. in U.S and African 
History, though he would often 
later confess to focusing more on 
skiing than academics while there. 
After graduating from Middlebury, 
he joined the Peace Corps and did 
a two-year stint in Sierra Leone. 
His Peace Corps experience led to 
a life-long commitment to working 
in West Africa. He was a Fulbright 
Scholar in Nigeria and taught 
Executive Development summer 
programs as a Visiting Professor 
of Marketing at Lagos Business 
School in Nigeria for 20+ years.

Skip obtained an M.B.A. in 
1972 from Amos Tuck School at 
Dartmouth College and a Ph.D. in 
Marketing from the University of 
Minnesota in 1985. His academic 
career included appointments at 
College of Scholastica, University 
of Wisconsin-Superior, College 
of St. Thomas, Michigan State 
University, and Southeast Missouri 
State University (SEMO). At 
SEMO, he served as Marketing 
Chair and Marketing Professor for 
17 years, retiring in 2009 to take up 
the position of Dean of the School 
of Business and Entrepreneurship 
at American University Nigeria 
(AUN). He briefl y served 
as the Director of Business 
Development and Marketing at 

DAVID K. “SKIP” SMITH JR.
Osprey Investments Nigeria Ltd. 
but returned to academia in the 
post of Dean of the Faculty of 
Management and Social Sciences 
at Baze University, Nigeria, a year 
later.

Skip was a prolifi c researcher and 
writer, including writing the book 
“Marketing Toolkit for Nigeria.” 
He published more than 24 peer-
reviewed case studies involving 
fi eld research in the U.S., Africa, 
Europe and South America. Many 
of these case studies focused on 
opportunities and challenges faced 
by senior executives in Africa. He 
served as co-Editor of the Global 
Journal of Business Pedagogy and 
was affi liated with the Institute for 
Global Research after retiring. He 
had a keen interest in world affairs 
and a special love for education.

Skip was a passionate 
outdoorsman. He ran numerous 
marathons, completed the 
American Birkebiner Cross 
Country Ski Race, and summited 
many mountains, including Mt. 
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania and Mount 
Loma in Sierra Leone. He traveled 
extensively throughout the U.S., 
Europe, South America, Australia, 
New Zealand and Africa. He also 

loved tinkering with old cars and 
playing the guitar. He could often 
be heard singing along to his 
favorite bands around the house 
and during road trips.

Skip married Katherine E. Smith 
in Bloomington, Minn., in 1978. 
They had two daughters, Sarah and 
Kristin. He was later divorced. He 
married Teresa Petschl in Pittsford, 
Vt., in 2008 and enjoyed the 
addition of two stepchildren, Inge 
and Kurt, into his family.

Skip retired and returned home to 
Vermont in 2015, where he enjoyed 
striking up new friendships and 
rekindling old ones, skiing, hiking, 
canoeing, cycling and attending 
cultural events in Middlebury. He 
devoted many hours to his position 
as co-Editor of the Global Journal 
of Business Pedagogy. He will 
be lovingly remembered for his 
passion for travel and adventure, 
spirited quizzes, and endless 
curiosity. Skip ended his memoirs 
with Robert Frost’s most famous 
quote — one that feels particularly 
suited to summarizing his very full, 
rich life: “Two roads diverged in 
a wood, and I, I took the one less 
traveled by, and that has made all 
the difference.”

Skip is survived by his wife Teresa 
Petschl-Smith of Middlebury, 
Vt.;, daughters Sarah Smith of 
Denver, Colo., and Kristin Smith 
of Bozeman, Mt.; three sisters, 
Lorrie Byrom, Marcy Covey, and 
Kim Spensley, all of Pittsford, Vt.; 
stepchildren Ingeborg Smythe of 
Hawera, New Zealand, and Kurt 
Petschl of London, England; and 
fi ve stepgrandchildren in New 
Zealand and England.

Skip was predeceased by his 
mother, Carol Smith, and his father, 
David K. Smith, Sr.

Memorials in his memory can be 
made to the Addison County Home 
Health and Hospice.◊

David K. “Skip” Smith Jr., 75, of Middlebury
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MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street
    802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Open
7 days

40lb Heron Black 
Oil Sunflower Seed*
$23.99

High Energy - $10.99
Mixed Flavor and 

Woodpecker Blend - $12.99

Suet Plus 10pks*

$23.99

*Sale ends 12/31/21
While Supplies Last

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Closing at 4pm on 12/24 and 12/31. 
Closed 12/25 & 12/26 and 1/1 & 1/2.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!

WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

David Wimett, 35 Years Experience
C. Michael Jackman, 40 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2018 SUBARU FORESTER
Premium AWD, Auto, Loaded, only 61K miles!

$23,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2011 TOYOTA TUNDRA
DB Cab, 4x4, TRD Sr5, Loaded, 111k miles

$22,995

2011 HONDA CRV 
EXL AWD, Auto, Leather, Sunroof, 124k miles

$12,995

2015 NISSAN ROGUE SELECT
FWD, Auto, New Snows! 132k miles

$12,995

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

SANTA BROUGHT FRESH INVENTORY SANTA BROUGHT FRESH INVENTORY 

2012 TOYOTA TUNDRA
DB Cab, 4x4, 5.7 V8, Loaded, 107k miles

$21,995

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY BRISTOL — John Henley 

McClain passed away on Dec. 
14, 2021, in Middlebury, Vt., 
from complications related to 
Parkinson’s and Lewy Body 
Dementia. John called Vermont 
home for the last 50 years and 
was a dear friend to many. His 
powerful and loving presence will 
be deeply missed.

Born in Hawaii on March 5, 
1950, and raised in Hicksville, 
Long Island, John lived a classic 
American childhood. He competed 
with his older brother Ron on 
and off the basketball court and 
soccer pitch, sang in the choir, and 
excelled in school. He admired his 
sister Pamela’s accomplishments 
as a distinguished organist and 
pianist, but would also note that 
he in fact had “perfect pitch.” 
John’s parents, Ernest and Mignon 
McClain, raised their three 
children with love and discipline 
before proudly sending them off to 
Harvard, Middlebury College, and 
Oberlin Conservatory of Music.

At Middlebury, John played 
basketball and met close friends 
with whom he would share the 
rest of his life. His all-American 
trajectory was also imbued 
with the spirit of his time. He 
left Middlebury College in the 
early ‘70s, became a vegetarian, 
wandered the country, and bought 
his fi rst guitar on Telegraph Avenue 
in Berkeley. When he hitch-hiked 
back east through Mississippi, he 
tucked his long hair up into his hat 
to avoid confl ict.

Vermont is where John 
ultimately found himself and 
his purpose. At six-foot three, 
he was an imposing yet gentle 
force. At fi rst, he learned masonry 
and would later become a 
master builder crafting some of 
Vermont’s nicest homes with his 
friends Chris Connor and Larry 
Buck. But his proudest projects 
were not for the money. John 
reveled in contributing to the lives 
of those he loved. He cherished 
the memory of laying brick at 
Jimmy and Carol’s house, “back 
in the hippy days”; building the 
Buckminster Fuller “Dome” house 
in Lincoln, Vt., (yes, those friends 
were hippies too); crafting a new 
home for his father and his wife 
Augusta in Belmont, and raising 
the roof to create a second story at 
his friend Danny’s house.

John was practical and capable 
to the extreme. He did not live by 
dogmas, but if he had a maxim, 
he would have said: Be useful. 
He raised three boys, Ethan 
Ready, Owen McClain, and Kevin 
McClain. He spent countless 
hours as a ball boy during the 
boys’ soccer games so he could be 
as close to each play as possible. 
When Ethan became a competitive 

JOHN HENLEY MCCLAIN

skier, John spent the next winters 
trying to scramble down nearly 
every slope in Vermont on his fi rst 
pair of skis. He was a passionate 
fan of Kevin’s basketball team at 
Mt. Abe, where they would only 
threaten to eject him from the gym 
a few times. When other players 
were at the foul line, you would 
often fi nd Kevin posted up close 
to his dad on the sideline so that 
John could convey his thoughts 
at a lower decibel. John sang the 
national anthem beautifully to 
honor Kevin at his last high school 
game. 

He shared the last 30 years of 
his life with his loving partner 
Clarisse Shechter. They made a 
home on Pleasant Street in Bristol, 
and like all houses John lived in, 
he promptly began to renovate. 
He thought the world of Clarisse 
and was always working toward 

her happiness and care. He loved 
her children Evan and Nina, who 
lovingly referred to him as JB, 
which was shorthand for “John 
Boy.” When the tables turned and 
his health and memory declined, 
Clarisse stepped up and cared 
for John with all of her heart. He 
would have been proud to see her 
master the everyday needs of their 
household, and was grateful for 
her love and support until the end.

Above all, John loved the 
youngest in his tribe. He was 
dubbed the “baby whisperer” 
when his fi rst grandchild was born 
and his grandchildren Lillian, 
Abraham, Willa, and Annabel 
fi lled his heart. He spent countless 
hours following them on training 
wheels, pushing them on swings, 
and watching their youth soccer 
and baseball games. 

John was supported in the end 
by the same close friends he had 
helped so many times over the 
years. On a rotating schedule 
every week, he was joined by 
Danny Dinolo, Jimmy Warnock, 
Freddy Danforth, Billy Perta, 
and his dear friend John Moyers. 
John spent his last days in the 
capable and loving care of the 
staff and nurses in East View at 
Middlebury’s memory care home, 
where he inquired more than once 
about whether he had missed 
another soccer game. John’s 
family is grateful for the care and 
support of Addison County Home 
Health and Hospice. A celebration 
of John’s life will be scheduled 
this summer with more details to 
follow.◊

John Henley McClain, 71, of Bristol

REACH THE COUNTY
ads@addisonindependent.com

Thomas John Leonard Duclos, 77, of Weybridge
WEYBRIDGE – Thomas “Tom”   

“Tommy” Duclos, 77, died in 
his home following an extended 
illness Dec. 14, 2021. He was born 
Oct. 25, 1944, in Weybridge, Vt., 
the son of George A. and Clarabel 
(Lathrop) Duclos.

Tom graduated from Rice 
Memorial High School in 1964. 
Following graduation, he worked 
for the University of Vermont 
for 26 years on their farms in 
Weybridge and Burlington. He then 
spent the next 39 years on his own 
farm in Weybridge with the love of 
his life, Lisa Thompson. Custom 
farm work and shearing sheep 
commercially are just a couple of 
the many jobs that have kept the 
two very busy. His knowledge and 
skill were impressive and those 
who worked with Tom were sure to 
learn from him, as he was always 
willing to share what his years of 
experience had taught him. 

For many years, Tom’s intensely 
strong work ethic kept him from 
experiencing his true joy in life. 
As he aged, he found the wisdom 
in balancing work with spending 
quality time with his many 

THOMAS JOHN LEONARD 
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dearly loved friends and family 
members, sharing food, laughter 
and storytelling. He also enjoyed 
hunting, fi shing and spending time 
with his dogs.

In addition to his parents, he 
was predeceased by his brothers 
George and Robert, sisters Helen 
and Isoline, daughter April, 
and several nephews and great 
nephews.

Surviving in addition to his 
loving wife Lisa, are daughter Ann 
(Jim Collier), grandsons Jaden and 
Damon and great-granddaughter 
Sage; daughter Sara (Karl Packer) 
and granddaughter Allison; 
daughter Mae and grandson Kyle; 
granddaughter Tara Lynn and great-
grandsons Logan and Quinton; 
sisters Mary (Burgess) Field and 
Jane (Wayne) Zimmerman; former 
wife Lois (Coleman) Duclos; and 
many beloved nieces and nephews 
and their families, too numerous to 
list.

The family would like to 
sincerely thank Laura Dame, Cari 
James, Addison County Home 
Health and Hospice, and all of their 
many friends and extended family 
members for their extraordinary 
care and support. 

A private burial will be held by 
the family and a Celebration of 
Life will take place in the spring 
of 2022.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Sanderson-
Ducharme Funeral Home. 
Online condolences at www.
sandersonfuneralservice.com.◊

Yannick Sebastian Gomes, 31, of Salisbury
SALISBURY — Yannick 

Sebastian Gomes, age 31, passed 
away in his home in Salisbury, Vt., 
on Wednesday, Dec. 8, 2021. 

Yannick, the beloved son of 
Delphin Gomes and Tone Bratland, 
was born in Beverly, Mass., on 
Sept. 27, 1990. He grew up in 
Marblehead, Mass., where he 
received his early education 
and graduated from Marblehead 
High School, Class of 2008. He 
earned his bachelor’s degree at 
the Killington School of Resort 
Management in 2013. He spent his 
years in Killington supervising the 
Front Desk of the Killington Grand 
Resort Hotel, and recently found 
his passion for grooming ski trails 
in a snow cat. He loved Killington, 
snowboarding, skateboarding and 

YANNICK SEBASTIAN 
GOMES

his dog/best friend Dino. Family 
and friends were a great comfort 
for him.

Yannick is survived by his 
mother, Tone Bratland (Salisbury, 
Vt.); his father, Delphin Gomes 
(Marblehead, Mass.); his sister, 
Fiona Gomes (Pittsfi eld, Vt.); 
and his grandfather, Per Bratland 
(Salisbury, Vt).

A private celebration of his life 
will be held at a later date.

In lieu of fl owers, consider 
making a donation in his memory 
to an organization of your choice 
that focuses on suicide prevention 
and/or raises awareness about 
mental health.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home in Brandon, Vt.◊

Charles Edward Harrington, 65, of Ripton
RIPTON — Charles Edward 

Harrington of Rutland died Sunday 
morning, Dec. 19, 2021, peacefully 
at his home in Rutland. His family 
were longtime Ripton residents.

He was born Jan. 27, 1956, at 
Porter Hospital, the son of the 
late Burt and Agnes K. (Hutchins) 
Harrington.

He was of the Baptist religion. He 
served his country when he enlisted 
in the U.S. Army at age 18. His 
family says he enjoyed cooking, 
watching television and socializing 
with friends and family. Chuck 
had a special connection with 
his grandsons and he especially 
enjoyed visits with them. His 
family was very important to him 

CHARLES EDWARD 
HARRINGTON

and they say he was always there to 
help others when needed.

He is survived by his son, Justin 
Charles Harrington and his wife, 
Anna, and children Mason and 
Riley; his niece Ann Marie Clark 
and her husband Tony Popp of 
Middlebury; and other friends and 
family.

He was predeceased by his 
beloved wife Cheryl, who died in 
2005; and his sister, Betty E. Smith 
in 2011.

A memorial service will be held 
at a later date. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Middlebury American 
Legion, 49 Wilson Rd. Middlebury, 
Vt. 05753.◊

SAN ANTONIO, Texas — 
Charlotte Phillips died on Dec. 6, 
2021, in San Antonio. A memorial 
service and burial will occur in 
June 2022. An obituary will follow.

SAN ANTONIO, Texas — Ruth 
Cade died on Dec. 1, 2021 in San 
Antonio. A funeral and burial will 
be held in Texas in Jan. 2022. An 
obituary will follow.

Charlotte Phillips Ruth Cade

ADVERTISE HERE,ADVERTISE HERE,
CALL 802-388-4944CALL 802-388-4944
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MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Carhartt
Accessories

including Gloves, Socks,
Hats, Belts, Wallets, Bags

and Footwear
Buy 1 get 

2nd 50% off!
Discounted item must be equal 
or lesser value. Mix and Match!

Fatwood Fire 
Starters 1.5lb Box 

$4.99 each!

        802-388-4937 
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Sale ends 12/24/21
in stock merchandise only.

Sale ends 12/31/21 while supplies last.

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Closing at 4pm on 12/24 and 12/31. 
Closed 12/25 & 12/26 and 1/1 & 1/2.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!

NEW YEAR’S Party at Doc’s andNEW YEAR’S Party at Doc’s and
Dinner at Huntington House Inn RestaurantDinner at Huntington House Inn Restaurant

20222022
FridayFriday

DECEMBER, 31stDECEMBER, 31st
8pm8pm

For Dinner reservations at Hunington House Inn - 5pm-10pmFor Dinner reservations at Hunington House Inn - 5pm-10pm
call 802-767-9140 - call 802-767-9140 - Vaccinated Guest PleaseVaccinated Guest Please

KAROKE DJ DAVEKAROKE DJ DAVE
MUSIC DRINKSMUSIC DRINKS

at: Doc’s Tavern, Rochester, Vt.at: Doc’s Tavern, Rochester, Vt.

68 Main Street   Middlebury, Vermont
Formerly

THE

SHOP
EVERYTHING MIDDLEBURY
Skida • Darn Tough•  Vermont Glove • Champion 

Carhartt • L.L.Bean  •  Under Armour
Skida • Darn Tough•  Vermont Glove • Champion 

SHOP
EVERYTHING MIDDLEBURYEVERYTHING MIDDLEBURY
MIDDLEBURYYYYY

Peter James Wisell, 79, of Bristol
BRISTOL — Peter James “Uncle 

Pete” Wisell, age 79, passed away 
Sunday, Dec. 19, 2021, at McClure 
Miller Respite House in Colchester.

Peter was born in Bristol on Aug. 
25, 1942. He was the son of Emery 
and Sarah (Halnon) Wisell. He grew 
up in Bristol, where he received his 
early education and graduated from 
Bristol High School, class of 1960. 
He served in the United States 
Army in Germany from 1962 until 
his honorable discharge in 1965. 
He began his working career with 
Simmonds Precision in Vergennes. 
His career spanned many owners. 
He was still an active employee 
of Raytheon Corporation when 
he passed. He was a member of 
the Bristol Fire Department and 
St. Ambrose Catholic Church, 
and he had been a member of the 
Mount Abraham School Board. He 
enjoyed traveling Europe during 
his military service, woodworking 
and making his “Gully Cat Juice.” 
He had a wonderful voice, loved 
storytelling, whistling and spending 
time with his family and his best 
friend “Buddy” the Cat.

He is survived by his wife; 
Karien (Brush) Wisell of Bristol, 
whom he married Oct. 30, 1964, 
in St. Ambrose Church; one son, 
Peter J. Wisell II and wife Claudia 
of Auburn, Ga.; and two daughters, 
Patricia (Trish) Wisell Senior and 
husband David of Chanhassen, 
Minn., and Katerina (Tina) Zuk of 
Colchester; and two sisters, Mary 
Brassard of Middlebury and Sally 
Mastreani of Hopewell Jct, N.Y. 

PETER JAMES “UNCLE 
PETE” WISELL

Eleven grandchildren and several 
nieces, nephews and cousins also 
survive him. In addition to his 
parents, he was also predeceased 
by three brothers, Emery, Donald 
and William Wisell, and a sister, 
Patricia Lathrop.

A Memorial Mass of Christian 
burial will take place at a date and 
time to be announced in January 
2022, at St. Ambrose Catholic 
Church in Bristol. Rev. Yvon 
Royer, pastor, will be the celebrant. 
The graveside committal service 
and burial, with Military Honors, 
will take place at a later date.

Memorial gifts in lieu of fl owers 
may be made in his memory to 
St. Ambrose Catholic Church of 
Bristol.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home in Brandon.◊

Sandra A. (Fleming) Tebbetts, 70, 
of Leicester

LEICESTER — Sandra A. 
(Fleming) Tebbetts, age 70, passed 
away from health complications 
Tuesday, Dec. 14, 2021, in Rutland 
Medical Center.

Sandra was born in Middlebury 
Oct. 6, 1951, the daughter of 
Clarence and Alice (Hill) Fleming. 
Sandra lived her adult life in 
Leicester, Vt. Sandra worked for 
many years at ACTR. She always 
enjoyed yard sales as well as her 
endless collection of pigs. Her 
greatest attribute is the love of her 
family.

She is survived by her husband, 
Mike Tebbetts of Leicester; three 
sisters, Bertha Benjamin, Wanetta 
Stalker and Theresa Bougor; eight 
grandkids, Jayden, Cloe, Caitlyn, 
Michael, Eli, Amber, Eddie and 
Bradley, along with three great-
grandkids and several nieces and 
nephews.

Sandra was predeceased by her 
three sons, Eddie Ihinger, Robert 
Ihinger and Timothy Bushey. Burial 
will be at a later date in the spring.◊

SANDRA  A. (FLEMING) 
TEBBETTS

I urge the selectboard of 
Middlebury to reconsider its 
decision not to impose a mask 
mandate for public indoor spaces 
in Middlebury. This is not a 
burdensome requirement. We all 
know that over the last few weeks 
there has been a surge of COVID 
cases in Vermont. We no longer 
have ten cases a day, nor even 
dozens of cases a day, but hundreds 
of cases a day. Rather than fi ve or 
ten people in our hospitals, we now 
have as many as 90 people a day in 
our Vermont hospitals.

We learn every day how 
nationwide and in Vermont our 
nurses and doctors are exhausted 
by wave after wave of COVID. 
By being so cavalier about small 
mitigation measures such as 
masking in public, do we take our 
health care workers for granted? 
We also hear of patients who have 
any variety of healthcare needs who 
must delay care because the ICUs 
or other hospital spaces have so 

many COVID patients. Do we think 
our hospital staff are just inanimate 
objects? How long do we think our 
frontline healthcare workers can 
withstand this if we do not try to 
mitigate the spread of COVID in 
our state?

At the selectboard meeting last 
week, some argued that most people 
mask anyway, so we do not need a 
mandate. This is not true. Daily we 
see people in supermarkets, banks, 
the post offi ce and other public 
spaces who do not wear masks.

Do we want to burden our 
healthcare providers to the point 
that they are so exhausted and 
overwhelmed that they simply 
leave their professions? A mask 
mandate for indoor public spaces in 
Middlebury is a simple step. It will 
protect everyone so that our health 
care services can be there for us 
when we need them.

Ellen Oxfeld
Middlebury

Mask mandate not burdensome

Waste haulers deserve our thanks
As the holiday season arrives, we 

want to remember those people in 
our lives who are essential to our 
health and well-being, including 
those special service providers 
we so often take for granted. How 
many of us include on that list our 
local waste haulers? Consider this: 
What other service providers pay 
us a visit every week, regardless 
of the weather, often on holidays 
when everything else is closed? 
Since the beginning of the 
COVID-19 outbreak in early 2020, 
the commercial haulers — deemed 
essential workers by both the state 
and federal governments — have 
continued to provide collection 
services despite the daily risk to 
themselves.

Our local haulers perform a job 
that most of us would prefer not 
to do — removing the rejects and 
refuse of our daily lives, relieving 
us of the burden of hauling heavy, 
soiled bags on our own. Their 

service plays a large role in keeping 
our environment healthy and our 
homes and properties safe and 
presentable, as well as being an 
essential part of our efforts to 
recycle. Those local haulers who 
collect waste and recyclables at 
our town drop-offs also provide a 
valuable disposal alternative for 
residents wishing to self-haul.

The Solid Waste District would 
like to express its thanks to these 
devoted workers, and we ask that 
you please remember your local 
hauler, especially over the next 
several weeks, recognizing that 
the holiday season is one of their 
busiest times of the year. If you get 
a chance, please let them know how 
much they are appreciated!

Timothy Wickland
Weybridge

Chair of the Board of 
Supervisors

Addison County Solid Waste 
Management District

ACSD discussion needs context
I am writing to provide context 

to the quote attributed to me in the 
Dec. 16, 2021 article, “ACSD Board 
cool to Ripton rule changes,” and 
am doing so because I believe these 
are important details for the ACSD 
community to contemplate in this 
broad conversation about school 
consolidation. Please be aware 
that the following is my opinion as 
an ACSD parent and Middlebury 
resident, and does not represent the 
sentiment or offi cial position of the 
ACSD Board.

The article reports the ACSD 
Board’s reaction to the Ripton 
School District’s itemized request 
for changes to ACSD’s charter to 
accommodate, among other things, 
majority town approval prior to 
closure of a school in the affected 
member town. The aim, of course, is 
to return the fi nal decision-making 
authority regarding a school closure 
to local voters, and to gain a sense 
of control over the fate of their 
local elementary school should they 
choose to remain in ACSD.

The reasons behind Ripton’s 
request and the Save Our Schools 
movement are not without merit: 
town identities are tightly bound to 
their elementary schools, Vermont’s 
history favors local control, and 
many young, rural families cite their 
small schools as a primary reason 
for choosing to plant their roots 
where they have. But as valid as 
these reasons may seem, I feel there 
are two critical issues that make it 
particularly diffi cult for me to get 
behind Ripton’s request:

1. Granting Ripton’s request 
would allow a town with no 
fi duciary responsibility to the 
school in question to usurp the 
decision-making authority of 
a district that has 100% of the 
fi duciary responsibility. And given 
our declining enrollment and 
increasing demands on limited 
resources, I believe such a change 
could hinder the ACSD’s ability to 
allocate its resources equitably to 
the students in all of its schools. In 
other words, if a town refuses to 
allow closure or reconfi guration of 
a signifi cantly underutilized school, 
the ACSD Board would either be 
forced to starve its other schools and 
programs to balance the budget, or 
would be pressured to spend without 
regard to state spending controls and 
risk costing taxpayers even more. 
ACSD is already one of the highest 
spending districts in Vermont.

2. ACSD’s mission is to educate 
students, not to preserve towns. Its 
mission is to set goals, establish 
policy, conduct planning, and 
allocate resources in support of its 

founding vision — which is that 
all ACSD students will meet their 
full academic potential and be 
prepared for success as engaged 
citizens. To that end, the District 
educates and coaches students, 
feeds them breakfast and lunch, and 
provides transportation, security, 
and enrichment. The District 
provides academic and behavioral 
interventions, special education, 
and offers meals for families during 
school breaks, as well as referrals 
for mental health care and other 
social services. The District is 
also providing access to primary 
healthcare for students at the high 
school, and is now offering COVID 
testing and vaccinations for all 
eligible students. I’m sure I’ve 
missed other services, but my point 
is that this is already a very heavy 
load. Are we really asking school 
districts to add preservation of small 
rural communities to their list of 
responsibilities?

—Which is what I was trying to 
say during the Dec. 13, 2021 Board 
meeting. We have limited resources 
with which to carry out our mission, 
and our students — both elementary 
and secondary in all member towns 
— must be the focus of our work.

I think it’s also important to 
understand that the ACSD’s ability 
to devote additional resources to 
our smallest elementary schools 
(which cost more per pupil to staff 
and operate) directly depends on 
the money we get from the State 
to do so. And the degree to which 
the State will provide that extra 
funding is a function of how it 
decides to weight equalized pupils 
attending small rural schools. This 
particular “rurality” factor has 
yet to be fi nalized, but it would 
seem worthy of the energy and 
attention of the Ripton School 
District and anyone else fi ghting 
to keep their small school open. 
How much does Vermont value 
its smallest community schools? 
Ask the legislative task force that 
just issued its December 17th fi nal 
report on the implementation of 
pupil weighting factors. I hope their 
recommendations will help, but I 
doubt that the proposed “rurality” 
weighting factor will be high 
enough to fully offset the excess 
cost of staffi ng and operating half-
fi lled schools. There are simply too 
many other pressing student needs 
in Vermont.

So please, let’s stop framing this 
issue as a David-verses-Goliath 
scenario, when in fact it might 
be more accurately portrayed as 
a large, diverse family gathered 
around the kitchen table, simply 
trying fi gure out how to balance 
everyone’s needs and pay the bills. 
Let’s use this time while the State 
has paused its education spending 
threshold, and while we have the 
benefi t of federal COVID relief 
funding, to really focus on student 
recovery. But in the meantime, 
we should prepare for the diffi cult 
conversations and challenging 
decisions we will need to make as 
we plan for the future. There is no 
“us verses them.” It’s really just us 
verses us.

Mary Heather Noble
Middlebury 

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371

OPEN TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 7AM-3PM 
THURSDAY – SATURDAY  7AM-4:30PM

Dinner for Two, Parker Dinner for Two, Parker 
House Rolls, Pies and House Rolls, Pies and 

more, all for your more, all for your 
Holiday Needs !Holiday Needs !

Visit OtterCreekBakery.com 
to fi nd the full list of fl avors. 

E-mail order inquiries to 
info@ottercreekbakery.com
or Call 802-388-3371

OtterCreekBakery.com

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY Letters to the Editor

On behalf of 
the Vergennes 
Partnership, I’d 
like to give a 
public shout out 
of thanks to Neat 

Repeats. Their recent grant given 
to the Partnership included the 
purchase of four fi re pits to share 
with the city’s Parks & Recreation 
Department.

The fi re pits made their debut 
last Sunday late afternoon as the 
Partnership staged a community 
sing along at City Park. As the 
snow fell in gentle fashion the 
night before, the park looked like a 
picture right out of Currier & Ives.

Community members came 
to sing Christmas carols, roast 
marshmallows, drink hot chocolate 
and stayed toasty by the warmth 
of the fi res. When Santa Claus 

made an impromptu appearance, 
there were squeals of joy from the 
children — and a few grown-ups 
too.

As the Pavilion project gets 
further along near the Vergennes 
Union Elementary School, the 
fi re pits will make their way to 
the skating rink for further use. 
Sturdy and easy to handle, the pits 
will serve the community well for 
years to come.

The Partnership extends 
congratulations to Neat Repeats 
on your success over the past 
30+ years. It’s a testament to the 
dedication of many volunteers 
whose hearts are fi lled with love 
for Addison County. Happy 
Holidays to all!

Julie Nelson Basol
Vergennes Partnership

Note
of appreciation
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On behalf of the Addison County Home Health and Hospice Board of Directors I would like 
to send out a BIG THANK YOU to the enti re team at ACHHH. They have done such an amazing job 
over the past 2 years. 

In March 2020, life changed for all of us as we dealt with the start of the pandemic. It certainly 
changed for health care as we all were trying to navigate the changing recommendati ons and up-
dates of the best way to handle the litt le-known Covid-19 virus. ACHHH fi rst stepped up in provid-
ing the protecti ve equipment that all the caregivers needed to conti nue providing home care. Our 
CEO, Deb Wesley, realized early in the pandemic that the agency would need to be resourceful in 
securing the necessary PPE needed to keep the employees, pati ents and the larger community safe 
and she and her team learned to make face shields and hand saniti zer when these resources were 
diffi  cult to obtain.  Gowns and masks were made and donated by generous community members 
as well as by staff . ACHHH staff  conti nued going to homes for the usual care they give and also had 
to go into homes to care for positi ve Covid-19 pati ents donning signifi cant protecti ve gear. This 
they did without hesitati on. Not one employee said “I will not go.”

In the summer of 2020 they had to conti nue wearing gowns, masks and face shields which 
was uncomfortable due to the heat. Vacati ons were delayed in order to provide appropriate care 
for pati ents.

As testi ng became more available, ACHHH stepped up to help Middlebury College in testi ng 
faculty and students. They also gave fl u shots to faculty, staff  and students in the fall of 2021.

They have stepped up their community presence by hosti ng 41 fl u clinics not only as a drive-
through at the offi  ce but also at multi ple businesses, police and fi re departments and schools. Now 
this includes giving booster vaccines to the home-bound, members of the public as well as starti ng 
to give pediatric doses of the Covid-19 vaccine in schools  and in the offi  ce. At last count I believe 
over 2,900 fl u shots and well over 2,000 Covid-19 vaccines have been given since September 30, 
2021.

During all of this we had to keep the agency fi nancially viable. There were signifi cant PPP 
loans from the federal government which we were able to secure but because of the restricti ons 
we were unclear if we would have to pay some back. One of the sti pulati ons was that 80% had to 
be spent on salaries which luckily we were all in favor of since we did not want to let any staff  go. 
This has paid off  since we are the only agency which is fully staff ed and has not had to employ any 
travelers for the last year. 

Suddenly in the midst of all the uncertainty we learned that the Marble Works Pharmacy and 
Medicine Chest were closing. The Medicine Chest was our supplier for a number of medical sup-
plies as well as hospital beds and oxygen for our hospice pati ents. There was no other supplier in 
Addison County. With some quick negoti ati ng and amazing fund-raising we were able to acquire 
the Medicine Chest. It has taken months to sort out and get the inventory on a computer system 
but we are fi nally feeling that we are making it work.

All and all it has been an eventf ul year and a half which we had all thought would be over 
sooner. Addison County Home Health and Hospice would not have survived this pandemic with-
out the amazing work of all the staff  from the top of the organizati on to the bott om. Everyone 
has truly stepped up and we are extremely grateful for everyone’s fl exibility and commitment to 
our community.

Thank you. Lisa Roberts, President
Bill Miller, VP
Jan Walker, Secretary
Marie Jewett , Treasurer (Nancy 

Foster just fi nished her term)
Brian Collins
Fred Baser
Maja Zimmermann
Bill Sessions
Linda Larrabee
Matt hew von Behrens
Maria Collett e
And 3 new board members just 

elected at our annual meeti ng:
Mary Jane Broughton 
Sally Taylor 
Bob Zeliff 

Vermont Book Shop
38 Main Street - Middlebury

802-388-2061  |  orders@vermontbookshop.com
www.vermontbookshop.com

As we take stock of 2020 and 2021, 

we wish to express our deepest gratitude

to the community of readers who helped sustain us

through a very challenging time.

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you. 

We wish you and your 
families health and 
happiness in 2022!

By ANGELO LYNN
BRANDON — After decades 

of taking care of Brandon-area 
residents when emergency attention 
was needed, the Brandon Area 
Rescue Squad is now appealing to 
the community for an emergency of 
its own.

Jordan Stage, 
BARS chief 
operations offi cer, 
recently reached 
out to the four 
towns it principally 
serves — Brandon, 
Leicester, Goshen 
and Sudbury — for 
additional aid as its 
traditional revenue 
sources are not 
keeping up with 
the ambulance 
service’s costs.

“Over the years, 
Brandon Area Rescue has been 
able to manage and overcome 
adversities, but our current 
predicament is dire,” Stage wrote 
in Town Meeting Day petitions 
being circulated in the four towns. 
“We’ve reached a point where the 
challenges have become too great, 
and your support is more crucial 
now than ever before.”

Stage explained that the 
emergency medical services BARS 
provides and the ambulances and 
equipment it has to maintain and 
purchase are just too much to 
cover given a revenue stream that 
is undercut by payment limits from 
Medicaid and Medicare, as well as 
payments from private insurers that 
are spotty at best.

Stage explained that for most 
calls emergency medical service 
(EMS) organizations cannot 
control what they will be paid. 
Reimbursement rates, he said, “are 
substantially controlled by state 
and federal government programs 
like Medicaid and Medicare. A 
high percentage of our transports 
involve an older population, and a 
lower income demographic, most 
of which are insured by Medicare 
and Medicaid programs … 
Medicaid patients cannot be billed 

for any balance, and Medicare 
generally allows EMS to bill 20% 
of the allowed amount.”

Commercial insurers also rarely 
pay the full amount of any EMS 
bill, “as most patients have a cost-
sharing amount that may go unpaid 

… And EMS also 
carries a percentage 
of patients who 
are uninsured and 
those bills are 
rarely paid, if at 
all.”
VOLUNTEER 
SHORTAGES

And not only 
is their revenue 
stream being 
undercut, but 
BARS and other 
EMS providers 
are also being 
challenged to fi nd 

enough volunteers to run a 24-7 
service.

BARS’s ability to attract an 
adequate number of volunteers has 
been greatly diminished by the tight 
Vermont job market and because it 
serves a sick and ailing community 
in the midst of COVID-19 
pandemic, Stage said. He added 
there are other factors complicating 
the shortage, including more 
intensive and 
t ime-consuming 
training.

“Aging service 
m e m b e r s , 
extensive initial 
and continuing 
e d u c a t i o n a l 
r e q u i r e m e n t s , 
increased provider 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
and fi nancial 
liability, fulltime 
jobs and personal 
commitments, and members 
moving on to fulltime paid career 
services are all challenges we have 
to meet,” Stage said. “But given the 
lack of volunteers and volunteer 
availability, we need to offer paid 
positions to help mitigate staffi ng 
disparities, ensure coverage, 
increase our response times, and 

allow for community outreach.”
“There is a current national 

shortage for all pre-hospital 
emergency medical services,” 
Stage told The Independent. “A 
recent study came out and only 
11 states in the county deem EMS 
an essential service, Vermont not 
being one of them. Every agency in 
our district (10) is facing the same 
issues.”

On top of a declining volunteer 
labor pool, poor reimbursement 
and dealing with a pandemic, Stage 
said the cost of equipment repair, 
buying new medical equipment 
and additional training creates a 
triple-whammy for small services 
like Brandon Area Rescue.

To that end, Stage is appealing 
to Brandon, Leicester, Goshen 
and Sudbury for increased funding 
in the upcoming fi scal year in the 
form of a town resolution that 
requests funding. Petitions are 
being circulated throughout the 
four towns to get the allocation 
request as a vote approved by 
residents during town meeting. 

BARS is seeking a total outlay of 
$116,720 from these towns, which 
represent a total population of 
5,836 and encompas a 112-square-
mile service area.

Requests are based on a town’s 
population:

• 
Brandon $82,580 
(pop 4,129).

• Goshen 
$3,440 (pop. 172).

• 
Leicester $19,800 
(pop. 990).

• 
Sudbury $10,900 
(pop. 545).

Stage said that it 
the towns support 

the Brand Area Rescue Squad 
with the increased appropriation 
request it will be able to hire two 
or three paid staffers to assist with 
emergency calls. It will also enable 
BARS to keep current medical 
equipment up to date with proper 
preventative maintenance.

MONTPELIER — The Agency 
of Natural Resources Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) on Tuesday announced that 
Vorsteveld Farm LLC agreed to 
pay a fi ve-fi gure fi ne and perform 
corrective and remedial actions for 
unpermitted activities associated 
with its Large Farm Operation in 
Panton.

The announced came after 
Vorsteveld Farm defended itself in 
Addison County Superior Court last 
week in a civil suit complaining that 
the business polluted a neighboring 
farm and Lake Champlain (see 
Addison Independent, Dec. 16, 
2021). That case has not yet been 
reolved.

In announcing the fi ne this week, 
the DEC said that in May 2016 and 
again in June 2017 the Vorsteveld 
Farm removed vegetation, 
performed dredging and placed 
fi ll in a wetlands area associated 
with the Dead Creek. This work 

affected approximately 7.1 acres 
of Class II wetlands and their 
surrounding buffer zones. Wetlands 
are designated as “Class II” 
because they protect water quality 
protection and/or animal habitat 
the DEC explained. In March 2020, 
the agency observed evidence that 
the farm had allowed agricultural 
waste like manure to run off from 
the farmstead to a tributary of the 
Dead Creek.

Vermont’s streams and wetlands 
provide many valuable services 
to the public and environment 
including water storage during 
fl oods; water quality protection; 
habitat for fi sh, wildlife and plant 
species; and recreation. Unpermitted 
activities in or near streams and 
wetlands have the potential to 
harm these important services and 
habitats. State regulations are in 
place to manage and minimize that 
risk.

“Vermont’s farmers are an 

important part of the state’s 
landscape and local food system. 
The state supports the agricultural 
community in efforts to prevent 
pollution from farms from entering 
our rivers, lakes and wetlands,” said 
DEC Commissioner Peter Walke in 
a press release. “However, we are 
prepared to use a suite of compliance 
tools to correct unlawful activities 
and restore the environment when 
unpermitted activities occur, up to 
and including formal enforcement.”

In light of the violations, the farm 
agreed to pay a $21,750 penalty, 
to make structural improvements 
to prevent farm runoff to the Dead 
Creek tributary, and to remediate 
the impacts to the wetlands by 
implementing an Agency-approved 
wetland restoration plan. Over 
objections fi led by Conservation 
Law Foundation, the Vermont 
Environmental Court approved the 
agreement in a Final Judicial Order 
on Dec. 10. 

Brandon Rescue is calling 911

(See Brandon, Page 12A)

“Our current 
predicament is dire. 
We’ve reached a 
point where the 
challenges have 
become too great, 
and your support 
is more crucial now 
than ever before.”

— BARS Chief 
Operations Offi cer 

Jordan Stage

“There is a current 
national shortage 
for all pre-hospital 
emergency medical 
services … Every 
agency in our 
district (10) is facing 
the same issues.”

— Jordan Stage of 
Brandon Rescue

Vorstevelds settle issue with fi ne, remedial work

Winter vista 
LAKE DUNMORE LOOKS serene at dusk on Monday as docks are suspended above the surface 

and a layer of ice nearly stretches from shore to shore.
Independent photo/Steve James
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Letters to Santa

We’ll deliver the kitchen or bath of your dreams — for a price you can aff ord!

MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT | (802) 458-8999  
BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR IN-HOUSE FINANCING.

• KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGN
• INSTALLATION

• RENOVATIONS
• PROJECT MANAGEMENT

• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
• HARDWARE & MORE!

We wish you a warm 
and bright holiday season

 — Brad and Connie Simmons

FROM OUR KITCHEN 
TO YOURS 

 smithmcclain.com  smithmcclain.com 

Happy Holidays
from the Smith & McClain team!

EMMETT, RIPTONGREELEY, MIDDLEBURYHATLEY, MIDDLEBURY

Dear Santa,

I want a yo-yo.
And I want a cat. A green one, 
a pink one, and a purple one.
And I want you to come over 
here every day, and see if  
we’ve cleaned our rooms.

From,
Pepper Bright
Age 3
Middlebury
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Jesse Brooks, nominated by Celia 
Jesse is one of the most kind and caring people that I 
know. She works hard every day to improve the health, 
education and financial stability of the people in our 
Addison County community. She is always brainstorming 
new ideas of how to lift up others (especially her co-
workers), and she always succeeds in that! 

Sharon and Rock D’Avignon, nominated by Isabel 
Gogarty
Sharon and Rock are a wonderful couple that live on 
the first floor of my apartment building. I moved into 
the building in the spring and was welcomed by Sharon 
vacuuming the main hallways and up keeping the shared 
spaces. Rock has helped me and my roommate out on 
numerous occasions with technology and cable issues. He 
brings great knowledge from his Addison County Chamber 
of Commerce local business,  Business Telephone Systems. 
They let me play with their dogs as my childhood dogs 
are at my parents’ house. They crack the best jokes and 
are always willing to give me life advice as a young 
professional new to Middlebury.

Lloyd Komesar, nominated by Jennifer Stefani
Lloyd has brought fun, glamour, and vitality to Middlebury 
at the end of summer through the Middlebury Film 
Festival. Attending the festival is like traveling to a 
thousand locations in one week. Lloyd seems to be 
everywhere, and knows everyone, and doesn’t discriminate 
who is important and who isn’t—he is a networker, 
connector, and creator who should be recognized not only 
for great event planning, but for the inclusivity with which 
he reaches out to the town, college, and brings in visitors 
as well. Our town wouldn’t be the same without him!

Bethanie Farrell, nominated by Jennifer Stefani
Bethanie is creative, connected, and compassionate! She 
has created the most amazing and beautiful storefront, 
which is a gift that keeps on giving. All the local 
businesses seem to have her plants in them, now, and 
they are more beautiful because of that. She has created a 
method of sharing food and money with local businesses 
and with hungry or tired (or both) townspeople, so that 
we can help more neighbors with our money. I buy all 
my gifts at her shop, and feel so good knowing that the 
money for the plants goes to support restaurants and the 
healthy food goes to support those who are not up to 
cooking. Bethanie has created an atmosphere of kindness, 
respect, mutual support, and beauty all in one place and 
we are richer for having her here.

Fred Kenney, nominated by Jennifer Stefani
Fred has tirelessly worked to support local businesses of 
Addison County with access and information and grants 
and loans. He shows up to all the fun days put on by the 
BMP, and goes above and beyond to support the work of 
workforce development. He keeps his eye on things from 
a high political/legislative level, but is willing to get his 
hands right into the day-to-day work, including serving 
popcorn, hot dogs, and staffing booths at Fair and Field 
Days.

Bethanie Farrell, nominated by Ginny Ashenfelter
She has been amazingly willing and capable in meeting 
the needs of underserved Addison County residents, 
providing delicious and nutritious meals specific to 
individuals’ health needs when other resources are 
not able to do so!! Her remarkable creativity and 
resourcefulness in rallying various elements of our 
Middlebury restaurants, stores and individuals to help 
needful individuals has made a huge difference in the 
lives of many residents!! My deepest appreciation and 
admiration are endless for the viable system she has 
developed!

Heidi Lacey, nominated by Jennifer Stefani
Heidi is working relentlessly (though she is tired!) on behalf 
of our neighbors without houses. She has a fierce honesty, 
kindness, and willingness to keep on showing up. She is 
smart, passionate, and respectful of the people she works 
with and for. She is managing to serve people at their most 
vulnerable time without a lot of recognition, money, or time 
off, and she is a unique person filling a terribly important 
role at a time when it is desperately needed. 

Joan Stephens, nominated by Tricia Chatary
She selflessly, no-questions-asked, always comes to 
the aid of friends and strangers alike. She’s sheltered 
and/or sponsored several refugee families since before 
I knew her [2007] from Lebanon to Afghanistan to 
Ethiopia to India to Mexico. She will drive whomever, 
wherever at the drop of a hat from local doctor’s 
appointment to JFK or Montreal airports. Currently she 
is helping migrant workers by volunteering to teach 
English and supporting Victoria in her agency. She looks 
out for the local kids too by providing a safe space so 
parents can take a break.

Joan Stephens, nominated by anonymous 
Joan is one generous person! Modest too, preferring to 
give without fanfare to the scores of people — mostly 
refugees or migrants in addition to us local friends — no 
matter the ask. Need a ride to the airport? No problem: 
BTV, JFK, ALB or even Toronto CA! She provides a safe 
play space for the neighborhood children, including 
those whose parents run local restaurants. Currently 
she’s teaching English to migrant workers. Doctor’s 
appointment? Shopping? Water your plants? Feed your 
cat? No problem! Never a hesitation.

Linda Horn, nominated by Nancy Malcolm 
She is willing to do just about anything to help people/
organizations out.  The list is too long and she keeps 
expanding it. And she NEVER asks for recognition.

Jim Gish, Victoria DeWind 
Tireless work supporting the community through the 
railroad reconstruction.

Joan Stephens, Bernadine Dawes
Joan Stephens is the most generous person I know. She 
devotes her life to caring for other people of all ages and 
social classes. She goes out of her way to help anyone in 
need, from finding clothing for migrant workers, teaching 
English to non-native speakers, taking care of children, 
assisting folks with chores, medical appointments, and on 
and on. She gives so much of herself to our community 
and with great humor and love in her heart. She deserves 
to be recognized for her many gifts and contributions.

Nancy Malcolm, nominated by anonymous 
She is always stepping up to make Middlebury better, 
especially during the train tunnel construction.  Her big 
yellow chair is a symbol of her cheerful participation in 
improving Middlebury. 

Ilsley Public Library- children’s room staff, 
nominated by Julie Berg 
As a teacher, parent and community member, I truly 
appreciate the effort that the children’s library staff (not 
just one person) puts into making the story walk on 
Harrow Drive. They choose wonderful stories and change 
them often. Children all over town enjoy them and it 
makes our neighborhood special.  Thank you for the 
efforts to share books outdoors! Well done! 

Dorothy Douglas, nominated by Amanda Reinhardt
Every morning I see Dorothy leave her driveway and 
head out for a walk. She ALWAYS has a plastic bag in 
hand. She ALWAYS returns with garbage. When she’s not 
doing green up day every day, you might find her at the 
congregational church or across the street at the shelter. 
Throughout the pandemic she’s picked up groceries for 
our elderly neighbors and she always stops to say hi to 
my 2 year old. When he watches her for hours mow the 
lawn, waving the whole time, she always smiles. Dorothy 
is hard working and would NEVER want to be nominated 
or recognized for what she does for our town, because she 
simply does her thing, doing what she does helping others 
but she inspired me to be a good neighbor and to build 
relationships with those around me.

Megan James, nominated by anonymous 
Megan runs the MiniBury portion of the Addison 
Independent.  She is always giving the latest hot tips 
for fun things to do with kids. She’s gotten me and my 
family out around town more in the past year and a 
half then we have been before. She shines light on the 
big and small events. Surprisingly, I think Middlebury 
can be difficult to manage as a family, and having her 
voice on MiniBury helps me feel connected to the town. I 
know she’s involved in the hopes to have a VT Children’s 
Museum in Middlebury. Last year during the pandemic 
she and her family famously put on a ™cocoa-port in 
their yard. There were socially distanced stations, and you 
walked around the yard until you had all the fixings for 
a delicious cup of hot cocoa, including a marshmallow 
that came down from the second floor. Oh she also had a 
real donkey there. Megan reminds me often, through her 
actions, that we MAKE our community, and she makes 
ours great.

Carolyn Turnbull, nominated by Rebecca West
Carolyn is a very kind person who will help a neighbor 
out. She is always easy to talk to and truly a rare gem. 

Shari Lussier, nominated by Lianne Lussier
Shari is one of the kindest people I know. She has lived 
in Middlebury most of her life and contributed to the town 
in countless ways. She is always offering to help others 
whether by cleaning their homes, lending a hand, baking/
cooking meals, or giving away the many eggs from her 
chickens! She is well-known in the community for being a 
social butterfly and always asking how others are doing.

Sally & Dick Thodal, nominated by Chris Olson
Dick and Sally are neighbors, friends, and caring citizen 
partners who actively put themselves into the communities 
that they choose and those that chose them. Both are 
independent thinkers who are willing and able to listen, to 
understand, and respond to a variety of human conditions 
that require thoughtful action delivered with compassion. 
Active, humorous, responsive - they warm the hearts and 
stimulate the minds of Middlebury’s residents daily, and 
have demonstrated repeatedly how to be a good neighbor.

Bill (Buzz) Kernan, nominated by Betsy McAshley
Buzz epitomizes Rotary’s phrase “service above self.” He 
is Rotary Club of Middlebury’s current president and is a 
strong, conscientious leader both in Rotary and in what he 
does for the town. I am grateful for him and his support to 
this community!

Jane Steele, nominated by Walter Stugis
Jane has volunteered 40-hours+ a week at the Charter 
House homeless shelter for years, including an extraordinary 
Covid emergency response driving the meals program 
365/24/7.  If she wins a prize I hope it is a week off to rest.

Joan Stephens, nominated by anonymous 
She spends her time helping others. If she sees a need, 
she fills it. A truly wonderful person. 

Henry Haskell, nominated by Laura Fetterolf
Henry is the caretaker of the Sarah Partridge Community 
House and Library in East Middlebury. He’s always on 
call for anything that might come up, and is dedicated 
to making sure things are done right. He makes sure the 
walks are shoveled and sanded as soon as the snow stops. 
He comes in and checks on our aging boiler. He makes 
sure the heat comes on, the plants are watered, and the 
community house is tidy. If there’s something that needs 
painting, fixing, or repairing, or carpentry, Henry takes 
care of it. He always takes great pride in displaying the 
East Middlebury Veterans flag every Memorial Day and 
Veteran’s Day - it’s an enormous flag, and requires quite 
a production to get it flying! He meets up with a neighbor 
who has limited vision to read books to her. He is kind, 
generous, unassuming and an absolute treasure. We are 

so lucky to have him here at the Sarah Partridge!

Joan Stephens, nominated by Debra Davison 
Joan gives of herself. Took a class to teach English to 
those who are new to this country. Helps people in need, 
young and old, homeless, physical needs. An asset to the 
community. 

Karen LaFlamme, nominated by anonymous 
Karen has raised 6 kids on her own, all while working full 
time in Middlebury. She has volunteered for a Very Merry 
Middlebury for years, has volunteered  with Dinners with 
Love, and recognizes every single face around Middlebury. 
She brightens days and strives to make middlebury a 
better place. She has been working for Middlebury College 
since 2008 and I can say for certain that Middlebury 
would not be what it is today without her. She waitresses 
at Rosie’s on weekends since 2008 and has become 
like family to so many different families around Addison 
County. She is the very definition of a good neighbor 
and better friend. I am proud to know and love her. If 
you ask anyone around town, they will surely recognize 
her name and some way she has bettered their life or 
place of business. Middlebury has thrived because of her 
dedication and drive.

Sadie Danforth, nominated by anonymous 
Sadie has been inspirational to music students of all ages 
and professional musicians alike, keeping our community 
filled with music through an incredibly difficult time of the 
global pandemic. Through finding safe ways to keep the 
music alive, she has lifted the spirits of the community 
through music and camaraderie and showed that Addison 
County is a place of unique friendship, caring, talent, and 
culture. Her spirit is a gift to us all! Thank you, Sadie!

Steve Williams, nominated by anonymous 
Steve is an active member of the Middlebury Rotary Club. 
He gives generously of his time and talent and does so 
with a tremendous amount of humility.

Randy, nominated by anonymous 
Randy, from Randy’s Service Center, has only ever shown 
patience and kindness in all the interactions I have ever 
had with him. He runs an awesome and essential business 
that many depend on in a way that is generous and 
considerate to all who walk through the door.  

Jenn Quinn, nominated by Kate Livesay 
Jenn is ultra involved in the community. From coaching 
rec basketball, MUMS soccer, youth lacrosse, to Mary 
Hogan Read-a-thon, president of MESA, president of 
Mary Johnson Children’s Center board, she really does it 
all. So much of her mindset is embedded in service. She 
is a connector, a doer and someone you can rely on in 
times of need. She is always ready to step up for anyone 
or anything. On top of all of her service Jenn is devoted 
employee of the Home Health and Hospice group (a group 
that has been critical in supporting Covid testing and 
vaccine efforts in our community). And lastly she is an 
amazing parent of 3 wonderful children.

Karen (&Rick) Morris, nominated by Angela Cobrin 
Landis
Karen and Rick run the MUMS cross country, winter 
running and track programs. But this isn’t speaking to 
their coaching as much as to their complete commitment 
& dedication to our community. All students, regardless 
of ability, are not only welcome but encouraged. Karen 
built the program up from 8 runners (9 years ago) to over 
50+ at this point. Karen and Rick both work full time in 
Burlington, run marathons on weekends, organize a local 
running club for adults and then come run (at a MUCH 
slower pace) to mentor our local youth. Karen even bakes 
cakes, cookies,  muffins for the students after every single 
practice. Karen and Rick are single-handedly building 
confidence, acceptance and healthy habits for middle 
schoolers. I have never met anyone who doesn’t speak of 
them in the most fond and positive ways. They embody 
community in every sense of the word. 

Andy Rossmeissl, nominated by David Dolginow
Andy goes above and beyond to help improve Addison 
County. Whether it’s thinking about kid friendly driving 
zones, or how to improve our telecom infrastructure, or 
helping to build our county’s entrepreneurial spirit, he 
provides our community with invaluable leadership.

Amanda Reinhardt, nominated by Tammy Grant
Amanda works at Middlebury College and during Covid she 
would work all day, go home put her infant son to bed and 
come back to campus to work events so that the students 
would have activities to do on campus.  This was during 
the timeframe when students were required to remain on 
campus to keep both themselves and the town safe from 
the spread of COVID.  She is very dedicated to student 
engagement and promoting local business, as she planned 
many activities for the students while supporting and 
using local goods and services last semester, because she 
knew the need to keep local businesses thriving during the 
pandemic.

Karen and Rick Morris, nominated by anonymous 
Karen and Rick have been the cross country (fall) and 
track and field (spring) coaches at MUMS for many years. 
They give so much time and energy to introducing middle 
school kids to the joys of running and exercise.  Their 
secret: baked goods after every practice!

Mary Dragon, nominated by Heather Smith 
Mary is the most generous person I know. She gives 
without any desire for something in return. She devotes 
her energy to the good that she wants to do. She works 
full time at Middlebury College, and then is often seen 
running around helping someone by  doing errands, 
making food, or transporting them. Although the world is 
not a perfect place, Mary does not stop giving her time, 
energy or money. She sees the world in a different light 
than others. And because of her, I truly believe the world 
is a much better place.

Marianne Doe, nominated by Courtney Krahn
Marianne is our actual neighbor, and I always tell her 
that we won the neighbor lottery. A retired high school 

English teacher, Marianne stays even more busy than ever 
before. She volunteers and teaches writing classes at the 
Parent Child Center. She quietly and without fanfare takes 
care of people who are sick, sad or otherwise in need. 
She drops appropriately-themed cookies off at our house 
for our kids every holiday – bunnies, pumpkins, turkeys, 
hearts, Christmas trees, etc. When we need an onion or a 
cup of milk, she says things like, “I’m not home, but just 
go right in and get it.” Marianne shuttles her grandkids 
around and often has them overnight, along with her 
grand doggies. I could go on, but she’s a great example of 
a quiet angel among us! 

Kayla Griswold, nominated by anonymous 
Kayla is a good friend of mine. She works very hard and 
never has time to herself. She has a big heart and always 
makes room in her heart to spread love and kindness. 

Allie Griffiths, nominated by Leah Duguay 
She builds great connections with the kids in her 
classroom and is really nice and funny. She’s supportive to 
everyone and really well loved as a MUMS teacher. She’s 
literally everyone’s favorite teacher. 

Maria Graham, nominated by Cheryl Bristol 
Maria’s smile, knowledge and hard work makes this 
wonderful little store a great place for moms and dads to 
be able to find lightly used clothes for their fast growing 
children at a very discounted price. Maria has put a lot of 
time and effort in this lovely little place and without her 
it may not be here in our small little Middlebury town. I 
vote Maria!! 

Allie Griffiths, nominated by Eli Anderson Bunt
She is the best choir/general music teacher and she is 
so nice and fun. If you are having a bad day you won’t 
be after being in her choir or music class. Whatever you 
want to talk about in her class is ok and discussions can 
actually happen; no topic is off limits.

Allie Griffiths, nominated by anonymous
Miss Griffiths is our middle school choir/music teacher—
she is awesome! All our friends agree that in her class, we 
feel very safe and she is so welcoming to everyone. MUMS 
is going through a very hard time right now, and none 
of the teachers really talk to the students about it. Except 
for in choir, Miss Griffiths realized that everyone was 
feeling put off and distracted, so she said that we should 
talk about it. It was really helpful to everyone to discuss 
what was going on, because in all the other classes, the 
teachers were trying to pretend everything was normal. In 
most classes, we don’t feel as safe or respected and don’t 
have as much fun, but we always look forward to going 
to choir.

Martha Sullivan DeGraaf, nominated by 
anonymous 
Martha is the heart of Vergennes. She is involved in every 
committee, volunteers in the schools and church, and 
organizes many community-wide events throughout the 
year. 

Kim Callahan, nominated by Ashley Bessette
Kim gives and gives to New Haven!  She is so active 
behind the scenes of making New Haven a wonderful 
place to live and raise children.  She volunteers to support 
MAUSD in connecting to the community. She volunteers 
at Beeman as a mentor.  She diplomatically keeps people 
informed and helps create time for New Haven folk to get 
together and brainstorm the vision for the town.  She is 
thoughtful, compassionate and ethical in her approach 
and so generous with her time and energy.

Dave Holbrook, nominated by Danielle LaBerge
Dave is always a phone call/text away to help out any 
way he can. He has helped my mom and I tremendously 
around our house after my dad was no longer able. He’s 
always happy to help someone with anything and expects 
nothing in return. He changed a tire for a complete 
stranger on his way to FL, using his own tools that were 
packed away in his RV. Dave’s a great guy who has 
earned extra thanks this year! Thank you Dave for all your 
help! 

Ashley Pelkey, nominated by anonymous 
Her best friend is battling cancer & she’s been working 
hard having bake sales & raising money. Someone please 
show her some recognition. Thanks!

Matt Lewis, nominated by Quarry Hill School 
Matt has offered his talents and time to make Quarry 
Hill School a safer and more expansive outdoor learning 
environment for our preschoolers.Thank you Matt!

Lindsey Fuentes George, nominated by Justice Elijah 
Lindsey has dedicated her life to helping others. Before 
her role at the Teen Center, she ran an establishment that 
helped those with a wide range of challenges. Present 
day, she’s shows up day and night to make sure the 
children in Addison Country are loved, fed and supported. 
She encourages her staff to be their authentic selves and 
supports our vision to help students be their authentic self. 

Shauna Lee, nominated by April Barry 
She is an amazing teacher, and school emotional support 
person to all kiddos. She even is there to listen to us 
parents and find the best way to help our children. She 
is a very caring and loving lady. We love you Mrs. Lee! 
Thank you for all you do. 

Toby and Renita Welch, nominated by Kelly Murphy 
Renita and Toby are long time residents of East 
Middlebury. They are always willing to help neighbors 
out whether it’s with digging a boulder out of your yard, 
offering advice on gardening or chickens, or helping to fix 
your lawn mower that’s not running. They are the kindest 
neighbors anyone could ask for.

Peggy Rush, nominated by Pamela Spatafora
Peggy, who is 80 years old.  is constantly checking in 
with her friends and neighbors. She keeps in touch with 
everyone to see how they are doing, especially if they are 
ill or homebound and always asks if there is anything she 
can do for them. She sits with and visits elderly friends, 

volunteers many, many hours at her church, runs errands 
for people. She even cut my husband’s hair when I 
couldn’t get him to a barber. She picks up trash she may 
find in her neighborhood. She helps her friends out with 
their garage sales. She will frequently pick up some treat 
that she knows her friends might like and drops them off.  
She is always upbeat and smiling and will take nothing in 
return. This woman deserves every award there is for her 
caring and compassion.

Kathy Reynolds, nominated by Susanna Mason
Kathy has gone from a one day per week volunteer at 
JuneBug to a practically full time employee (working for 
free!). The busier JuneBug gets the more she goes out 
of her way to plan her weeks around the store to ensure 
she can be there as much as possible to help out. On 
days she’s not working she often finds a way to stop by 
the store to drop off a treat for her colleagues. She’s a 
treasure that we couldn’t survive without at JuneBug!!! 

Kelly Hickey, nominated by Bethanie Farrell 
Kelly is an amazing champion of our Middlebury 
community! She continually goes out of her way to 
help promote local businesses, volunteers her time and 
expertise to help others, and leads by example in fostering 
creativity, commerce and connection. And she does it all 
with kindness, grace and enthusiasm! 

Dottie Neuberger, nominated by anonymous 
Dottie spearheads the weekly Community Supper which 
has been on a take out basis for families and individuals 
during the pandemic, serving approximately 300 meals 
each week.

Bethanie Farrell, nominated by anonymous 
Bethanie provides bags brimming with healthy, delicious 
food to Addison County Residents in need every week. I 
am one of the lucky recipients she helps. She helps up to 
several hundred people each week, plus she often has to 
do some of the deliveries herself. She works tirelessly and 
cares so much, and is always friendly and welcoming. I’ve 
seen the overwhelming gratitude of the individuals and 
families who receive the meals when I have helped with 
deliveries, and I feel the same way. Bethanie is making 
an enormous impact. She deserves recognition!

Leslie Kameny, nominated by Judy Wiger-Grohs
Leslie Kameny is the main reason Middlebury’s Tree 
Committee exists.  She is the driving force behind the 
committee’s mission and its work.  Her knowledge of and 
desire to promote “green infrastructure” is impressive. 
She is great at collaborating with people and figuring out 
how to get trees in the ground!  With Leslie’s guidance 
and leadership Middlebury has become a Tree City USA 
for three years running.  With Leslie’s guidance and 
leadership we have planted 38 trees in Middlebury this 
year alone.  We have developed the Town’s tree policy.  
We hold yearly Arbor Day celebrations. And, with Leslie’s 
guidance and superior writing skills, we have brought 
in over $16,000 in grant money to further preserve and 
protect Middlebury’s urban tree canopy.  Leslie is truly 
deserving of BMP’s “Nominate a Neighbor” award.

Carol Stephenson, nominated by anonymous 
Carol is the kindest and most thoughtful neighbor I’ve ever 
had. She goes out of her way on a daily basis to help our 
neighbors, whether it be by making dinners for a single 
mother and her 2 kids, running errands for someone who 
can’t get out, or volunteering to help in any other way she 
can. She is thoughtful, sweet, loving, and selfless; and 
having her as our neighbor has meant more for my kids 
and I than I can say. She is a true angel!! I don’t know 
what our neighborhood would do without her.

Kathy Reynolds, nominated by anonymous 
She volunteers a staggering amount of time every week 
in her retirement. Junebug wouldn’t have made it through 
the fall without her!

Fred Kenney, nominated by anonymous 
He gives support to small businesses and entrepreneurs, 
connects people, always puts Middlebury and Addison 
county first. Awesome guy loved by everyone and knows 
everyone.

Jane Steele, nominated by Mary Gill 
She is the unofficial house mother at the Charter House 
Warming Shelter.  She (voluntarily) works tirelessly securing 
food, clothing, bedding, furniture, and the endless amounts 
the essentials needed to operate a safe and welcoming 
home for folks in need of shelter. Jane opens her heart to 
everyone who enters the door and serves as a surrogate 
mother to all. Jane finds jobs, drives folks to appointments, 
helps secure bank accounts, and assists them when needing 
counseling or legal guidance. She treats all as family and 
provides love, nurturance and guidance to those who do not 
have a secure support network.  

We randomly did a drawing of all of the 
names and entries submitted to us and 
chose five people who each will receive 

a $100 gift card to the local business 
of their choice as a gift from the Better 

Middlebury Partnership. 

Thanks to all for being a light in our community
and congratulations to: 

Joan Stephens
Carol Stephenson 

Karen and Rick Morris
Sharon and Rock D’Avignon 

Shari Lussier

We asked you to recognize people in our community who are making a difference
and it’s clear that there is no shortage of people to recognize here!

Thank you for participating and a VERY BIG THANK YOU to all of our friends and neighbors
who go the extra mile for our community. Happy Holidays from the Better Middlebury Partnership! 

SPONSORED BY
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Men’s Carhartt
Jackets, Vests and Bibs

20% OFF

        802-388-4937 
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Jackets, Vests and BibsJackets, Vests and BibsJackets, Vests and Bibs

Sale ends 12/24/21 
Cannot be combined with 

any other sale or offer 
and while supplies last.

Sale ends 12/24/21 

PLUS All Kids’
Carhartt!

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Closing at 4pm on 12/24 and 12/31. 
Closed 12/25 & 12/26 and 1/1 & 1/2.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!

$2
OFF

for a holiday print & web subscription
to Addison County’s premier community newspaper,

The Addison Independent

$3
OFF
$4
OFF

Regular Prices:
1-yr. in state $50; Senior $45

1 yr. out of state $60; Senior $55

Who’s on
     your List?

1st subscription

Send to:  _________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________

Town:   State:  _______________  Zip: ________________

Email address:  ____________________________________________________ Send a gift card:  

Make your list and check it twice!

And mail it to:
The Addison Independent, 58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753,

Or come see us in the Marble Works in Middlebury, or order online at addisonindependent.com
Method of Payment: Check Enclosed $ _______ Email: ____________________________________

 Visa  MC  Amex   Discover Exp. Date ____ Credit Card # __________________ CVV ___

      Sign me up for Auto Renewal! (cc payments only)

Phone# __________________________                                Offer ends Dec. 31, 2021 ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946
INDEPENDENT

 Every Thursday & Monday            75¢   

VErMoNT’s TwIcE-wEEkly NEwsPaPEr

Save more on each subscription !

2nd subscription

Send to:  _________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________

Town:   State:  _______________  Zip: ________________

Email address:  ____________________________________________________ Send a gift card:  

3rd subscription

Send to:  _________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________

Town:   State:  _______________  Zip: ________________

Email address:  ____________________________________________________ Send a gift card:  

TOTAL: $

Sign up for a 2-year subscription and save $5!

By FRANK KACZMAREK
My German mother was a highly 

superstitious soul, especially when 
it came to the natural world. Case 
in point, one day a “fairy ring” of 
mushrooms appeared in our yard. 
My mother became agitated and 
told me not to disturb the ring, for it 
was a “hexenringe” — a place, she 
believed, where witches gathered 
and dire consequences 
would befall anyone 
entering or tampering 
with it.

Fairy rings have a 
rich history in European 
folklore and myth. 
Austrians claimed the rings were 
created where dragons rested, 
while the Dutch saw them as a 
place where the devil churned his 
milk. Probably the most pervasive 
tales derived from English, Celtic, 
French, and Scandinavian folklore: 
Fairy rings were mystical gathering 
places created by dancing fairies 
and elves, and the mushrooms were 
convenient resting stools for when 
they tired; any human that dared 
to enter the ring would be forced 
to dance until they either went 
mad or died of exhaustion. Some 
Native American tribes attributed 
the appearance of fairy rings to 
dancing bison, the large rings made 
by the adults and the smaller ones by 
the calves. Today, UFO enthusiasts 
claim that the rings are a response 
to an alien spacecraft having landed 
in the exact spot where the ring 
formed.

Although lacking the cultural 
cachet of folklore, the scientifi c 
explanation is interesting in itself, 
even though we still don’t fully 
understand the whole story. Fairy 
rings occur quite naturally. Roughly 
100 different fungal species are 
known to produce fairy rings, which 
are classifi ed into two broad groups: 
free and tethered. 

Free fairy rings grow 
in open grassy areas, 
and the fungi are not 
associated with other 
organisms. Meadow 
mushroom, gem-studded 
puffball, and Scotch 

bonnet are a few examples of fungal 
species that fall into this category. 
The underground body of the 
fungus, the mycelium, is composed 
of thread-like cells that feed on dead 
organic matter. 

As nutrients are depleted, the 
mycelium grows outward in a 
circular fashion. Lacking adequate 
nutrients, the center portion dies, and 
a living ring is formed, marking the 
perimeter of the mycelial growth. 
A ring can grow for several years, 
depending on the availability of soil 
nutrients and weather conditions. 
This type of fairy ring can become 
quite large, but the reigning 
champion, a fairy ring found in 
northern France, is believed to be 
nearly 700 years old and about 
2,000 feet in diameter.

Tethered fairy rings, in contrast, 
develop in woodlands and are 
formed by mycorrhizal fungi. These 

fungi form important symbiotic 
associations with many vascular 
plants, particularly forest trees. In 
his book “Mushrooms of Northeast 
North America,” mycologist George 
Barron notes that trees depend on 
this type of fungi for survival.  “Each 
tree has hundreds of thousands 
of kilometers of fungal threads 
associated with its roots,” Baron 
writes. “It is these mycorrhizal 
fungi that supply the tree with 
the nutrients and water essential 
for healthy growth. In exchange, 
the tree gives the fungus sugars 
that are manufactured through 
photosynthesis in its leaves.”

The fungi use the sugar 
obtained from the partner tree as 
an energy source for growth and 
for maintenance of the mycelial 
network, as well as in the production 
of the fruiting bodies, or mushrooms. 
The more common trees in northern 
forests that form this type of 
partnership include birch, oak, 
beech, pine, fi r, and spruce.

Tethered fairy rings grow around 
one or several central trees. The 
mycelium remains associated 
(tethered) with its partner tree’s 
roots, limiting how far from the tree 
the ring can expand. While free fairy 
rings are easier to spot in open areas, 
the tethered fairy rings of forests 
and woodlands are more numerous. 
Some common fungi that can 
produce tethered fairy rings include 
fl y agaric, death cap, clouded agaric, 
and matsutake.

If you happen upon a fairy ring, 
take a close look. While you’re 
unlikely to spot a dancing fairy or a 
witch, these rings seem magical, just 
the same.

Frank Kaczmarek is a 
photographer and retired biologist 
and author of “New England 
Wildfl owers: A Guide to Common 
Plants,” a Falcon fi eld guide 
published in 2009 by Globe-Pequot 
Press. He lives in Lyman, N.H. 
Illustration by Adelaide Murphy 
Tyrol. 

Mushroom ‘Fairy Rings’ are 
natural and rich in folklore

Outside
Story

The

TOWN RESOLUTIONS
Erin Kilpeck, president of the 

BARS board, explained that each 
town will vote on a resolution 
to fund the Emergency Medical 
Service, but fi rst a petition has to 
be circulated to put that amount in 
front of the voters.

“If we don’t receive the 100 
signatures on the 
petitions from 
registered voters 
of Brandon, we 
cannot be included 
on the ballot,” 
Kilpeck said. “We 
haven’t changed 
our allocation in 
a few years, and 
this year we are 
asking for more 
money than in 
previous years. 
If it’s voted no, 
we will lose our 
current allocation 
as well, which 
means we will not 
receive any additional funds from 
the town.”

And if the petition is approved 
to appear on the Town Meeting 
Day ballot, but it’s rejected at 
town meeting, there would be no 
local service provided to that area.  
Needs would have to be met by 
neighboring EMS organizations 
that have the capacity to take on 
four more towns. But whether 
neighboring EMS providers could 

step in is no sure thing, and the time 
it would take to reach a person in 
need would be longer, Kilpeck 
pointed out.

Kilpeck also said that the cost per 
capita of the BARS town meeting 
requests works out to about $20 per 
year. For Brandon, she said, “based 
on your home value of $100,000 
– $199,999, the yearly increase 

would be $23.91, 
which equates to 
$1.99 a month.”

There are other 
areas BARS 
is looking for 
increased revenue, 
Stage said. One 
source is “long-
distance transfers.” 

“We have local 
hospitals who are 
calling sometimes 
two-four times a 
week looking for 
help with transfers 
from local hospitals 
whose primary 
ambulance agency 

can not keep up with the demand,” 
he said. 

Another source of revenue is 
“stand-by events.” There is a 
readiness cost for an ambulance 
to be on standby in the event of 
an emergency at such events as 
as physical agility testing for the 
police academy (BARS has assisted 
at such an event in the past). 

With the extra funding in this 
year’s requests, Kilpeck said, 
the squad’s hope “is to use this 
additional money to hire more 
fulltime employees and be able to 
pursue other avenues of revenue 
and be more self-sustaining. There 
are many ideas we’ve had — 
community events, more classes, 
more outreach, more recruiting, 
more trainings — but we don’t have 
the staff to do it. 

“The reality is it’s getting more 
diffi cult to fi nd volunteers,” she 
continued. “We all have fulltime 
jobs, and families, and other 
obligations and fi nd it harder and 
harder to add this to our already 
busy schedules. We also have to 
account for the additional trainings 
we need to keep our certifi cation, 
which takes more time than just 
signing up for your 24-hour shift a 
month.”

Stage is the one fulltime 
employee for Brandon Area Rescue 
and is covering a majority of the 
shifts and essentially works 24/7 
because of the lack of members, 
Kilpeck said. 

“There’s also much more than 
just ‘running calls,’” she said. 
“There’s the whole business side 
that Jordan has to keep up with, 
like billing, vehicle maintenance, 
ordering supplies and other tasks to 
keep the organization running.”

Brandon
(Continued from Page 9A)

“The reality is it’s 
getting more diffi cult 
to fi nd volunteers. 
We all have 
fulltime jobs, and 
families, and other 
obligations and 
fi nd it harder and 
harder to add this 
to our already busy 
schedules.”

— Erin Kilpeck, 
president of the 

BARS board
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MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Carhartt
Accessories

including Gloves, Socks,
Hats, Belts, Wallets, Bags

and Footwear
Buy 1 get 

2nd 50% off!
Discounted item must be equal 
or lesser value. Mix and Match!

Fatwood Fire 
Starters 1.5lb Box 

$4.99 each!

        802-388-4937 
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Sale ends 12/24/21
in stock merchandise only.

Sale ends 12/31/21 while supplies last.

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Closing at 4pm on 12/24 and 12/31. 
Closed 12/25 & 12/26 and 1/1 & 1/2. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Monument Farms Dairy
2107 James Rd., Weybridge, VT 

802-545-2119   •   MonumentFarms.com

Happy 
Holidays

from our family 
to yours

OPEN TUES & WED.,   7AM-3PM, THURS-SAT 7AM-4:30

CATERING
Meals for meetings, 

cakes, treats or anything for 
life’s special events - call Otter Creek!

OtterCreekBakery.com

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371

Please fi nd the full menu 
on our website at 
OtterCreekBakery.com.
Email us at
info@ottercreekbakery.com 
OR call at 802-388-3371

Reader Comments

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“A vital part of our community.
I love Jessie’s column – gives me a lift.”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Middlebury writes:

disruptive and sometimes violent 
incidents at Bristol Elementary 
School (BES) and Mount Abraham 
Union Middle/High School.

On Oct. 12, BES teachers 
sounded the alarm after one of the 
school’s classrooms was destroyed 
by a student. On Nov. 1, a Mount 
Abe middle school student was 
taken to the hospital and another 
was later charged with assault after 
an attack in the school hallway. 
Later that month a BES parent 
filed a formal complaint alleging 
their child was sexually harassed 
on the school playground.

But by Nov. 30, things were 
getting better, BES Interim 
Principal David Wells and Mount 
Abe Principal Shannon Warden 
told the school board.
BRISTOL ELEMENTARY

“Entering the school year, we 
were looking at five students who 
had elevated behavior referrals, 
and some of the behaviors were 
really acute,” Wells said.

For a school with enrollment of 
250, five is a lot, he noted.

After the school and district 
made adjustments, however, three 
of those students were receiving 
fewer behavioral referrals by 
late November and their ability 
to stay in classrooms and meet 
expectations had improved, Wells 
said.

“Is it where we want? No, it 
is not, but I can tell you from 
observations in visiting one 
of the classes multiple times a 
week: a student who had multiple 
occurrences of needing to go to the 
planning room — or needing to 
leave the classroom or having their 
classmates leave the classroom — 
is now successfully engaged in 
reading lessons (and) is very rarely 
— maybe two occurrences over 
the last month — needing to leave 
the classroom,” he explained.

In addition to providing regular 
classroom support and reinforcing 
expected behaviors, the school has 
also assigned a behavioral assistant 
to one of the classrooms to provide, 
among other things, “targeted 
additional reinforcement” for one 
of the students who is improving.

The behavioral assistant is also 
assigned to a second classroom, 
helping with the second and third 
of the improving students, which 
has allowed them to spend more 
time in class, Wells said.

For the two students still 
exhibiting acute behaviors, new 
behavioral plans are being written 
by a district Social and Emotional 
Learning coach who has been 
temporarily assigned to BES.

In the meantime, the district has 
hired another behavioral assistant 
to provide one-on-one support 
for one student, and was working 
with Green Mountain Behavioral 
Health to secure one-on-one 
support for the other student.

Over the course of the semester, 
the school has also increased the 
number of secure spaces in the 
building from one to four.
STATISTICS

As Mount Abe Principal 
Shannon Warden later explained 
at the same meeting, schools log 
two categories of office behavioral 
referrals, or ODRs:

• “Minor” ODRs include things 
like occasionally refusing to 
follow directions.

• “Major” ODRs include 
behaviors like yelling at adults, 
being disruptive in class or 
consistently refusing to follow 
directions.

Overall, Bristol Elementary has 
seen an uptick in ODRs compared 
with 2018-19, which was the 
last full year of fully in-person 
instruction before the pandemic.

Data provided to the 
Independent by MAUSD Assistant 
Superintendent Catrina DiNapoli 
shows the number of students 
with 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6+ referrals. 
According to that data, BES 
logged 467+ minor ODRs for the 
entire 2018-19 school year, as well 
as 301+ major ODRs.

In the first few months of the 
current school year, which has 
not yet reached the halfway point, 
BES has already surpassed 50% of 
the numbers logged in 2018-19 — 
with 237+ minor ODRs and 165+ 
major ODRs — despite having 
fewer students this year.

Similar data for the first few 
months of 2021-22 show that 
Mount Abe has already eclipsed 
the number of ODRs recorded for 
the entire 2018-19 school year.

Whereas the school logged 
544+ minor ODRs and 466+ 
major ODRs for a total of 1,010+ 
in 2018-19, it has already logged 

Mount Abe Principal Shannon 
Warden invites MAUSD 
community members to join the 
Eagle Nation Family School 
Squad by volunteering at the 
school.

Interested parties can sign up 
online at bit.ly/3q5Mwox.

Areas for volunteering include 
hallways, greeting students 
outside and in the lobby, the 
cafeteria during breakfast and/or 
lunch, in classrooms and during 
afterschool or evening events.

Volunteers are required to 
register and go through the 
standard background check 
process.

For more information, email 
Administrative Assistant Chris 
Fuller at christine.fuller@mausd.
org.

“If you have been wondering 
how to support our students and 
staff,” wrote MAUSD board 
member Krista Siringo in a Dec. 
19 Front Porch Forum post, 
“here is one great way to do so!”

690+ minor ODRs and 467+ major 
ODRs this year, for a total 1,157+.

The district also tracks the 
motivations behind behaviors, 
when possible, Warden said. And 
“the number one motivation we’re 
seeing is to gain peer attention.” 

That’s not terribly surprising 
after a year of hybrid learning, 
when students attended in-person 
classes only two days a week, 
were grouped into very small 
cohorts and faced other pandemic-
related restrictions that limited 
opportunities to 
practice social skills, 
she explained.

Warden also noted 
that it was likely the 
district would see an 
uptick in behaviors 
leading up to the 
December break, 
which is a common 
occurrence.
MOUNT ABE

The middle/high 
school has seen 
an increase in the 
reporting of potential 
hazing, harassment 
and bullying, which has prompted 
multiple investigations, Warden 
told the board.

“We continue to use BPD (Bristol 
Police Department) for prevention, 
support and safety measures as 
necessary,” she said. “We find 
them to be very responsive. They 
focus on relationship building, as 
well as education, intervention and 
consequences.”

At the same time, “we have a 
growing wait list for school-based 
clinicians or school social worker 
support,” she said.

One of the district’s partners, 
Counseling Service of Addison 
County (CSAC), has had trouble 
finding clinicians, she explained.

“They’d happily bring more on 
board. They just are not out there.”

It’s a problem that’s being felt 
statewide. Collectively, CSAC and 
its counterparts in Vermont are 
having trouble filling hundreds of 
open positions.

In a follow-up with the 
Independent, Warden noted that 
seven Mount Abe students had 
been waiting for school-based 
clinician (SBC) or school social 
worker (SSW) support.

“We meet weekly and identify 
additional students,” she said. 
“Some students can transition from 
SBC to CSAC support directly.”

Bristol Elementary doesn’t 
have a waitlist, Wells told the 
Independent, “but we feel there 
are 36 students who could benefit 
from a school-based clinician or 
social work services.”

Elementary principals in 
Lincoln, Monkton, New Haven and 
Starksboro reported that service 
providers had limited space, had 

busy caseloads or 
were “at capacity,” but 
there wasn’t currently 
a waitlist at any of the 
schools.

MAUSD hopes to 
add additional Social 
and Emotional Learning 
interventionists “to 
provide more support 
for students exhibiting 
inappropriate behaviors 
and allow for more 
skilled instruction,” at 
Mount Abe, Warden 
said.
DEAN OF 

STUDENTS
The district also plans to hire 

a Dean of Students to provide 
additional administrative support 
throughout the district.

Such support is especially 
needed by Wells at BES and 
by Principal Edorah Frazer at 
Robinson Elementary School in 
Starksboro, which Reen told the 
Independent is also seeing elevated 
levels of acute behavioral issues.

Work performed by this new 
administrator would free Wells and 
Frazer up to “do the other roles of 
a principal — being an educational 
leader and checking in on the other 
aspects of our school,” Wells said.

Warden echoed Wells’s concern.
“We’ve had a behavior assistant 

position that’s been posted since 
pretty much the beginning of the 
year that we’ve been unable to 
fill, so in consultation with Patrick 
(Reen) we regrouped and came at 
it in a different way to say, ‘OK, 
what if we advertise two different 
positions at kind of a higher level 
to try to attract more qualified 
candidates that will be able to 
provide a higher level of support 
and instruction.”

Staffing issues are not just an 
MAUSD problem, Warden noted.

“I meet pretty much every 
Monday with colleagues around 
the state and many, many are 
having difficulties filling these 
positions.”
GUN THREAT

Just days after the Nov. 30 
MAUSD board meeting, conflict 
of a different sort emerged at 
Mount Abe.

On Thursday, Dec. 2, as 
previously reported in the 
Independent, tensions among 
students wearing or waving 
politically themed banners and 
flags at school evolved into 
“inappropriate, disrespectful, 
hurtful, hateful dialogue between 
students and adults,” Warden told 
parents in a memo that night.

After the school banned the 
use of flags and banners as attire 
that day, social media activity 
prompted school officials and local 
law enforcement to investigate 
a possible gun threat against 
the school. Late Thursday night 
officials determined the threat was 
not credible.

The following day nearly 90% 
of Mount Abe students stayed 
home from school.

In later statements to the 
community the MAUSD 
administration and school board 
vowed there would be “no 
tolerance for disrespect, hate 
speech, inappropriate language, 
violence of any kind, or other 
behaviors that are not appropriate 
for schools.  In addition, students 
who are not capable of meeting 
these expectations will receive 
appropriate consequences.”

The school board also issued 
a statement in support of 
Superintendent Patrick Reen, 
recognizing “the effort he has made 
towards continuing to improve 
outcomes for our learners during 
very challenging times.”
BREAKDOWN

Presentations by Wells and 
Warden at the Nov. 30 meeting 
followed those of the four other 

MAUSD elementary principals, 
who had told a story about a 
fictional but realistic student with 
behavioral issues and wove it into 
explanations about various district 
approaches to student supports.

Later in the meeting, board 
member Erin Jipner of Bristol 
noted that “what was common 
through all the presentations” was 
a focus on what was supposed to 
happen after a behavioral event.

“And when I heard from teachers 
who came to the (Oct. 12 board) 
meeting and openly spoke about 
what occurred (at BES), it didn’t 
appear to me that those steps were 
followed or met with a response,” 
Jipner said. “So I’m wondering 
what was the breakdown....”

Jipner didn’t get an answer.
“That would be difficult for me 

to parse out right here, tonight,” 
Reen said. “That would take some 
conversation with David (Wells) 
and others to talk that through. 
I don’t know that I can respond 
with the detail that you’re looking 
for right now to that question. But 
it’s certainly one we can think 
about and talk about for a future 
meeting.”

Ten days later, the Independent 
asked Reen about the difficulties 
of such “parsing” and whether 
he and Wells and others had 
talked anything through since the 
meeting.

“No comment,” Reen said.
DETECTIVE WORK

Trying to figure out what is 
happening with students is a little 

bit like detective work, requiring 
curiosity and empathy, Lincoln 
Elementary School Principal Tory 
Riley told the board on Nov. 30:

“It’s really, really hard work. It 
takes patience, it takes skill, it takes 
years and years of experience — 
and even then, we don’t always get 
it right.”

It’s also important after an 
incident to look beyond the student, 
she said.

“As educators, we really need to 
... look at the strength of our system 
and see if there are places where we 
might bolster it, change it, tweak 
it, and again be curious about our 
system and wonder, ‘How can we 
make this better?’ so that students 
... have a better shot at learning and 
maintaining self-regulation.”

MAUSD
(Continued from Page 1A)

Supporting Mount Abe Students

“The number 
one motivation 
we’re seeing 
(for student 
behavior 
problem 
referrals) is 
to gain peer 
attention.” 

— Mount Abe 
Principal

Shannon Warden
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155 Main Street, Vergennes  •  802-877-3118

As we come to the end of another challenging year
 our thoughts are with you and yours. 

      Though times are tough we are grateful
for our employees, customers, and community.

We are wishing you all 
Peace, Love, & Good Health 

this holiday season and throughout 2022!

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
802-388-6054

M - F  7:15 - 5:30, Sat. 8 - 3 
www.countrysidecarpetandpaint.com 

COLOR OF THE YEAR
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eventually extended his stay, 
removing the interim moniker. 
Previously Peterson served as top 
administrator at Woodstock Union 
Middle School (since 1999) and 
as assistant principal (1998-1999) 
and French teacher (1990-1999) 
at Mount Saint Joseph Academy 
in Rutland.

He left Woodstock in June of 
2017, following two controversies: 
An assembly he OK’d during the 
spring of 2016 at which female 
middle school teachers were asked 
to address dress code violations 
with seventh- and eighth-grade 
girls; and the launch of a new 
grading system at the middle 
school.

The Independent reached out to 
Peterson multiple times seeking 
reaction/rebuttal to 
the criticisms that 
have been made 
against him. He 
politely declined, 
saying he would allow 
the PHCC board 
statement (appearing 
below) to speak for 
the situation at this 
time.

One of Peterson’s 
most vocal critics has 
been Jake Burnham, a 
1999 MUHS graduate 
who spent 11 years 
teaching engineering, 
a r c h i t e c t u r e , 
computer science and 
programming at PHCC before 
resigning earlier this year.

“I submit this resignation 
because I have lost all trust in the 
leadership of the (PHCC) board 
and its superintendent, and their 
collective ability to successfully 
navigate the school through the 
years ahead,” Burnham wrote in 
his resignation letter.

“If I thought the board and 
superintendent were capable of 
change, I would not be resigning,” 
he added. “I simply cannot 
continue to give these managing 
bodies my best when they continue 
to give us their least.”

Burnham elaborated on 
his perception of Peterson’s 
leadership style.

“He leads through division, 
intimidation, and spinning 
interactions and dialogues into 
someone else’s misinterpretation 
of his message,” he said. “The 
former is mildly acceptable given 
it lacks any huge psychological 
warfare, but the latter is mentally 
and systemically abusive and 
ripples into the values of the 

school.”
Burnham was among PHCC 

educators who completed and 
returned a March 2021 feedback 
survey of the superintendent. 
Burnham elected to affix his 
name to what was an anonymous 
survey, in which he made some of 
the following allegations:

• “Dana has so lost the trust 
of the faculty that it no longer 
matters what he has to offer, we 
are not receptive to it. Even if he 
had been making valuable, direct 
contributions to student success 
— still waiting for this to happen 
— his points would be lost in a sea 
of confusing non-answers.

• “Dana is possibly the most 
disrespectful colleague I have 
ever worked with and this 
includes someone who spit in 

my face. I wish I 
were kidding on both 
accounts. He is rarely 
on time for physical 
or video meetings 
but he always has an 
excuse why it wasn’t 
his fault.”

• “Dana once 
facilitated a sticky 
note core values 
exercise, then 
informed us our core 
values would be 
those he created for a 
middle school.”

• “Dana has 
contributed nothing 

to the advancement of curriculum, 
instruction, and assessment. I 
cannot point to one thing we are 
doing which was brought to us 
by Dana. Even more than before 
Dana arrived, our faculty operates 
as the conscious stewards of the 
vision and direction of the school. 
We have accomplished what we 
have despite him.”

Burnham is 
currently a designer at 
Studio 3 Architecture 
in Bristol. He 
acknowledged an 
interest in returning to 
the PHCC if there is 
leadership turnover at 
the center.
OFF TO A ROCKY 
START

Douglas Brooks 
was offered, and 
accepted, a job as 
construction trades teacher at 
the PHCC during the summer of 
2020. He said things got off to a 
rocky start, beginning with his 
placement on the PHCC’s salary 
schedule. He claims Peterson 
took that action unilaterally and 

Kate La Riviere served as the 
PHCC’s community outreach 
coordinator from July 2017 until 
her resignation in February of 
2020.

“I resigned after working 
conditions under Mr. Peterson’s 
administration became extremely 
c h a l l e n g i n g 
professionally, as well 
as detrimental to my 
personal well-being,” 
La Riviere told the 
Independent.

She alleged that 
Peterson told her in 
late May of 2019 that 
“nearly half the staff” 
had lodged complaints 
and concerns about 
her.

“He would 
not substantiate 
these claims and 
when I asked him 
for assistance in repairing 
relationships and addressing the 
alleged infractions — ambiguous 
as they were — he told me that he 
was ‘not in the business’ of telling 
people how to act professionally 
and refused to answer any 
questions about the nature of the 
incidents so that I could address 
them myself,” La Riviere alleged.

“I basically ended up going 
from person to person asking 
if there was any air that needed 
clearing between us and was met 
on all counts with bewilderment,” 
she continued. “In one instance, 
I said to a colleague, ‘Dana said 
I did something and told me that 
you were mad at me,’ and the 
individual replied, ‘Yes, he told 
me I was mad at you too.’”

La Riviere said she believes 
Peterson’s words and 
actions fell under 
“ w h i s t l e b l o w e r 
retaliation,” and were 
designed to intimidate 
her. She said that 
in early May 2019, 
she’d reported being 
harassed by a student 
(called a gendered 
slur) and, working 
with the teachers’ 
union building 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , 
requested a 
sexual harassment 
investigation.

“Mr. Peterson failed 
to properly conduct 
the investigation in 
the required amount 
of time (or rather, not 
at all) and was clearly 
trying to scare me into keeping 
this fact under wraps,” La Riviere 
alleged. “In the final weeks of the 
2018-2019 school year, roughly 
the whole of June 2019, my job 
was threatened no fewer than three 
times verbally and in writing.”

La Riviere contended she was 
“effectively stripped of all of my 
professional responsibilities” 
at the start of the 2019-2020 
academic year.

“I was isolated from colleagues 
in a windowless office all by 
myself,” she alleged. “Resigning 

without much of a safety net was 
a tough choice, but I don’t know 
where I would be if I hadn’t left.”
PUBLIC COMPLAINTS

O’Connor shared his concerns 
about Peterson at the Dec. 13 
ACSD board meeting. He told the 
panel that career center staff had 

appealed to the PHCC 
board last spring to 
conduct a “thorough 
review of the school’s 
leadership and how 
it affects climate, 
morale and student 
learning.”

He asserted the 
teachers’ union “has 
been working with 
the career center 
superintendent in 
various ways for 
several years to 
address persistent, 
ongoing problems, 

with no discernible improvements 
to conditions.”

O’Connor voiced frustration 
that neither the PHCC board nor 
Peterson had developed a plan 
to “address the dire needs and 
concerns at the career center — 
concerns that are having direct 
impacts on students, teachers and 
programming.”

He alleged each of the last two 
years have seen a PHCC educator 
leave just prior to the start of 
the academic year, with both 
educators blaming Peterson for 
their respective departures. This 
left the PHCC with two programs 
without licensed instructors, 
according to O’Connor.

“The ACSD are consumers 
of a product that PHCC is 
offering,” O’Connor told the 

board. “We share 
students –— 25% of 
our students access 
the career center, 
that’s a lot — and we 
should be demanding 
competent leadership. 
The standard that our 
community has come 
to expect from the 
career center cannot 
be sustained without 
it.”

O ’ C o n n o r 
concluded by 
imploring the ACSD 
board to intervene, 
though it has no direct 
oversight over the 
career center and its 
superintendent.

In an email 
exchange with the 

Independent, O’Connor said, “We 
asked the PHCC board to address 
our concerns and develop a plan 
on how to move forward. We have 
heard nothing. We have significant 
concerns around Mr. Peterson’s 
leadership. Staff morale is at an 
all-time low. Communication 
is abysmal. The staff does not 
trust him and this has led to staff 
turnover.

“The truly unfortunate part of 
these issues is they hurt students.”
WHY WAS SHE FIRED?

Gretchen Bailey served as 

PHCC bookkeeper for around two 
decades until she was informed 
this March 18 that her contract 
wouldn’t be renewed. She told 
the Independent that it was PHCC 
Associate Superintendent Jay 
Stetzel informed her that it was 
Peterson’s decision. Bailey said 
she emailed Peterson on March 22 
asking why she’d been fired. She 
claimed it was four weeks later 
that she was granted a meeting 
with Peterson and Business 
Manager Austin Haynes.

She said Peterson told her it 
was for “mistakes, deficiencies 
and a certain regression” in her 
performance. But Bailey claimed 
her previous evaluations (from 
past superintendents) had been 
“excellent.” Rather than poor 
performance, Bailey believes the 
motivating factor for firing was 
due to her intent to join the district 
employees union.

Moreover, Bailey said she 
conveyed her concerns about 
Peterson creating a “hostile, 
negative work environment” to 
all PHCC board members back in 
February of 2018, but received no 
response.

Bailey has filed an unfair labor 
practice charge with the Vermont 
Labor relations Board, related to 
her termination.

“As a previous employee, 
taxpayer, and someone who 
loves this school, I challenge 
each member of this school 
board to open their minds and 
reflect on all previous complaints 
and statements brought to your 
attention by individuals who have 
served this school,” Bailey wrote 
in a statement she promised to 
share with the PHCC board next 
month.
BOARD REACTION

Buck provided the following 
statement to the Independent, on 
behalf of the PHCC board:

“The PHCC board takes very 
seriously all comments from the 
community and staff. However, 
when the comments pertain to 
a personnel matter we cannot 
discuss them for that very reason. 
The Board has systematically 
investigated, with the assistance 
of legal counsel and special 
investigators, all allegations by 
staff and the union of recent abuse. 
Since these have mainly involved 
personnel issues the results of 
these investigations have had 
to remain confidential. Matters 
under current investigation have 
not yet been concluded and the 
board is still waiting on counsel’s 
recommendations.”

Buck cited state statutes — 
specifically, VSA 313 (a) (3) 
— guaranteeing protection of 
employee rights.

“The board is disappointed 
that private and confidential 
issues have been dragged into 
the public domain when they 
have been addressing these issues 
proactively with outside counsel,” 
the statement concludes.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Complaints
(Continued from Page 1A)

DANA  PETERSON

without deference to a union 
contract provision that Brooks 
argued allows for professional 
experience and training to be 
counted as equivalent to college 
credits.

“Mr. Peterson began by 
saying he had read through all 
my supporting documents and 
claimed he had detailed the 
salary schedule in our interview,” 
Brooks wrote in a letter of 
complaint to PHCC board Chair 
Suzanne Buck. “I corrected him, 
saying all he had asked me in my 
interview was whether or not I 
had a Masters’, and he had told 
me I would be in the Bachelor’s 
salary column. Despite being 
corrected, Mr. Peterson would 
continue to claim throughout our 
meeting that he had thoroughly 
explained the salary structure. I 

was forced to correct 
him multiple times.”

Brooks submitted 
his resignation 
on Sept. 3, 2020, 
“due to significant 
concerns over how I 
was being treated by 
the leadership of the 
school.”

He added, in his 
resignation letter, 
that he was appalled 
as a taxpayer “to 
learn this is the kind 

of treatment someone can expect 
from the leadership of one of my 
local schools ... I do not like the 
idea of my tax dollars paying 
for poor management; it is theft 
from taxpayers, teachers, and 
students.”

“We have 
significant 
concerns 
around Mr. 
Peterson’s 
leadership. 
Staff morale 
is at an all-
time low. 
Communication 
is abysmal. 
The staff does 
not trust him 
and this has 
led to staff 
turnover.”
— Larry O’Connor

“Dana Peterson 
is possibly 
the most 
disrespectful 
colleague I 
have ever 
worked with 
and this 
includes 
someone who 
spit in my face.”
— Jake Burnham

“I simply 
cannot 
continue to 
give these 
(career center 
superintendent 
and board) my 
best when they 
continue to give 
us their least.”
— Jake Burnham 
in his resignation 

letter

“I do not like 
the idea of my 
tax dollars 
paying for poor 
management; 
it is theft from 
taxpayers, 
teachers, and 
students.”
— Douglas Brooks

For breaking news & updates wherever you are!
facebook.com/addisonindependent

twitter.com/addyindy
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agenda of the selectboard’s next 
meeting, on Dec. 21, Liotard said.

On Dec. 14, a post on the Mt. 
Abe Snow Sports/Snowmobile 
Club’s Facebook page suggested 
a significant amount of work had 
already been accomplished toward 
the hoped-for connector trail and 
encouraged a strong and positive 
VAST presence at the upcoming 
selectboard meeting. 

“Several dedicated club 
members have been working on 
re-opening a vital trail connector 
between Lincoln and Starksboro 
that has been closed for many 
years,” the post said. It went on to 
encourage local snowmobilers to 
attend the selectboard meeting “to 
show your support in a POSITIVE 
way to allow snowmobile access 
on a few roads that will connect the 
trail that our club members have 
been so diligently working on… 
securing land owner permission, 
staking trails, excavator work and 
putting up gates.”

The post was shared 62 times.
The agenda for Tuesday’s 

meeting indicated the Mt. Abe 
club had submitted a request to 
use portions of Ireland Road, 
Conway Road and Sam Stokes 
Road — otherwise known as 
Route 17 — for a VAST trail. It 
also indicated a venue change — 
from the Starksboro Town Hall to 
the larger multipurpose room at 
Robinson Elementary School.

About 50-60 people attended 
the meeting in-person, most of 
them in support of the VAST 
trail, and many of them non-
residents. Another dozen or so 
attended via Zoom, according to 
town officials.

The Starksboro selectboard 
took statements and comments 
from opposing sides.

Supporters of the snowmobile 
connector trail said complaints 
about noise were overblown and 
concerns about declining real 
estate values were unwarranted. 
VAST proposed posting 15 mph 
speed limits for snowmobiles on 
those roads, which should alleviate 
any safety concerns, they said.

Liotard read a statement on 
behalf of 20 residents who would 

be affected by the trail.
“The residents of Conway 

and Ireland Roads are extremely 
concerned about the safety of 
snowmobiles riding on the roads 
and the noise and disruption this 
will inflict on the neighborhood,” 
he read. “We ask the selectboard 
to consider that allowing 
snowmobiles to operate on the 
roads is not in the best interest of 
pedestrian and automobile safety 
and violates various state and local 
regulations and/or bylaws.”

The statement pointed to a 
Vermont Department of Motor 
Vehicles (DMV) recommendation 
that VAST trails not be sited 
within 500 feet of a residence, and 
counted 12 residences on Ireland 
and Conway roads that fell within 
that range along the proposed 
VAST route, most of them being 
less than 200 feet from the road.

The statement also suggested, 
among other things, that 
snowmobile noise far exceeds the 

accepted ambient level for the 
neighborhood, as stipulated by 
Starksboro’s zoning bylaws.
‘A FEW BAD APPLES’

Eric Angstrom, the president of 
a neighboring snowmobile club, 
asked people to have an open mind 
and to think not of the “few bad 
apples” but of the many respectful 
fathers, mothers and kids who 
participate in the sport.

Supporters of the trail also 
pointed to their record of putting 
landowner priorities above all else.

“No one reached out to us,” 
said Zoom attendee Herb Olson, 
whose property would be affected 
by the proposed trail.

Other neighborhood residents 
also say they haven’t been 
contacted by VAST, even after 
the signs went up in their 
neighborhood.

Trail supporters and opponents 
both referenced the closing of a 
similar connector trail in 2003, 
but they told very different stories 

about how and why that had 
happened.

After about an hour of discussion 
the selectboard tabled the issue 
until its Jan. 4 meeting, citing the 
need to resume work on FY23 
town budget preparation.

“As it stands now we have 
not given permission yet to ride 
snowmobiles on those roads,” 
Cousino said at the end of the 
discussion.

When one VAST supporter 
suggested that permission might 
not be needed because the previous 
trail had not been shut down by the 
selectboard, Cousino clarified the 
selectboard’s position.

“We have guidance on this,” she 
said. “Because you’re not asking 
for the same portions of roads and 
it’s been inactive for 18 years, you 
need permission from us. And 
that’s where we’re at, currently.”

Reach Christopher 
Ross at christopherr@
addisonindependent.com.

Trails
(Continued from Page 1A)

MIDDLEBURY — The 
mission and volunteers of End 
of Life Services, a non-profit 
hospice care agency in Addison 
County, will be integrated into 
Porter Medical center according 
to an announcement by the 
University of Vermont Health 
Network - Porter Medical Center 
and End of Life Services Board 
of Directors. The transition will 
be effective Dec. 27, and comes 
nearly six months after the End 
of Life Services (EOLS) board 
announced its search for a path 
forward for the organization.

“It is an honor and privilege 
for Porter Medical Center 
to carry on the mission of 
End of Life Services, and to 
build on the contributions of 
their board of directors, staff, 
and volunteers,” said Porter 
Medical Center President Tom 
Thompson. “We share with 
EOLS a strong commitment 
to providing compassionate 
care, and to serving end of life 
patients and their loved ones. 
We look forward to taking this 
program forward and working 
closely with the dedicated EOLS 
volunteers.”

Louella Richer will join 
Porter Medical Center this 
month to lead the transition of 
services and volunteers. Richer 
is an end of life doula and EOLS 
hospice volunteer who founded 
Raven’s Witnessing, an online 
community for healing and 
connection. She brings 25 years 
of management experience as 
well as a deep passion for this 
work. 

“My path was lit by my 
connection to EOLS and their 
belief that every person should 
be able to die in comfort and 
with dignity,” said Richer. “I 
will carry that with me as I 
continue the legacy of EOLS 
at Porter Medical Center. I look 
forward to continuing to provide 
palliative and end of life care in 
an intentional and caring way 
for Addison County.” 

Richer will oversee hospice 
volunteers and operations, and 

lead the program with Diana 
Barnard, MD. Dr. Barnard, 
recognized in 2019 by the 
Madison Dean Education 
Fund for “Excellence in 
End of Life Care,” heads 
the specially-trained Porter 
Palliative Care Team. The team 
currently provides physical 
and psychological support 
to hospitalized patients and 
residents of Helen Porter who 
face the complex challenges of 
life-limiting or serious illness.

“With the addition of dedicated 
and highly-trained volunteers, 
our palliative medicine and 
end of life services can be 
expanded,” said Thompson. “As 
this program grows, we hope to 
make advanced care advocates 
available to primary care 
patients who may be considering 
plans for end of life.”

“In my time with EOLS, I 
have been humbled in many 
ways on many days,” said 
Susan Cartwright, who has 
served as Executive Director 
during this time of transition. 
“I am grateful for the support 
and patience of our board, 
volunteers, and the community 
as we considered the best path 
forward. We all share a deep 
commitment to the mission of 
EOLS and want to make sure 
that patients and their loved 
ones receive compassionate 
care when they need it most. 
Knowing that our work will 
continue and be embedded in 
a health care organization is 
something we can all be proud 
of. We are grateful that in these 
challenging times Porter has 
stepped forward to continue the 
mission.” 

For more than 37 years, 
EOLS provided volunteers 
to support the dying and 
their loved ones by offering 
bereavement support to those 
in need, creating spaces for the 
dying and their family to be 
together when home is not an 
option, and offering community 
education that recognizes death 
and dying as a part of life.

Porter hires new leader 
for end of life care

GREEN PENNANTS SUCH as this one on Ireland Road in Starksboro should be used to clearly mark 
the boundaries of the snowmobile trail. But there is no designated trail along the road pictured, and 
local residents say this and other green pennants were put up before VAST asked for or received town 
permission to establish a trail here.

Independent photo/Christopher Ross
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Area Religious Services
Holiday Services

ADDISON COUNTY — A number of Addison County-
area churches have set their schedules for special 
Christmas events and services. Note that these 
plans may change due to ongoing developments 
with COVID-19.

BRANDON
Brandon Congregational Church will hold 

a traditional Service of Carols, Lessons and 
Candlelight with special music by the church choir 
at 7 p.m., Friday, Dec. 24. Masks required.

St. Thomas & Grace Episcopal Church will 
hold Christmas Eve services celebrating the Holy 
Eucharist on Friday, Dec. 24, at 7 p.m. Masks 
required.

BRIDPORT
St. Bernadette’s Catholic Church in Bridport 

will hold Christmas Day Mass on Saturday, Dec. 25, 
at 9 a.m. On Sunday, Dec. 26, Mass for the Feast 
of the Holy Family will be held at 5:15 p.m. Please 
also see the listing for St. Mary’s in Middlebury. Tel. 
388-2943, stmary.vermontcatholic.org.

BRISTOL
The First Baptist Church of Bristol will have a 

Christmas Eve Family candle lighting service at 
5:30 p.m., Friday, Dec. 24, with a short puppet show, 
special music and a nativity. A traditional candle 
lighting service is at 7 p.m. A special offering will 
be taken for the children of Village2VillageProject 
and their families in Uganda who are in desperate 
need.

Bristol Federated Church will have its Christmas 
Service at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 23, in the 
church sanctuary. For everyone’s protection 
masks should be worn at all times while in the 
church building. Attend in person or watch live on 
Zoom. Find the link at www.bristolfederated.com.

LINCOLN
The United Church of Lincoln will hold three 

Christmas Eve services on Friday, Dec. 24. The 
family friendly service will start at 4 p.m. where 
pajamas are encouraged. Candle light service 
starts at 7 p.m. and communion service will be at 
11:30 p.m.

MIDDLEBURY
Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist 

Society Christmas Eve Traditional Service: The 
Prayers the Nativity Answers — A traditional UU 
Christmas Service. Friday, Dec. 24, 7:30 p.m. Led 
by the Rev. Barnaby. Special music. Readings from 
the Christmas Story. Ends with traditional lighting 
of candles and singing of “Silent Night.” Attend 
in person or online via Zoom link at cvuus.org.  
Collecting donations for HOPE.

East Middlebury United Methodist Church will 
hold Christmas Eve services on Friday, Dec. 24, at 5 
p.m. Masks required.

Memorial Baptist Church Christmas Eve 
Nativity Walk, Dec. 24; Christmas Day Service, Dec. 
25, 10 a.m.; Christmas Sunday Worship, Dec. 26, 
10 a.m. Masks required and available. For more 
information contact memorialbaptistvt.org or 
email  membaptistvt@gmail.com.

Middlebury United Methodist Church will hold 
a Christmas Eve Service at 7 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 
24. 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Middlebury will 
hold Christmas Eve Masses on Friday, Dec. 24, at 
4 and 9 p.m. Christmas Day Mass will be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 25, at 11 a.m. (and 9 a.m. at St. 
Bernadette’s in Bridport). On Sunday, Dec. 26, 
Masses for the Feast of the Holy Family will be held 
at 8 and 10 a.m. (and 5:15 p.m. at St. Bernadette’s). 
Tel. 388-2943, stmary.vermontcatholic.org.

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church Christmas 
Eve, Dec. 24, 4 p.m. and 7 p.m., Holy Eucharist 
with Pageant; 9 p.m., Festive Holy Eucharist with 
a 20-minute choral prelude of carols sung by 
the choir. Dec. 20 Update We’ve reached our 
capacity for in-person attendance so please join 
us on Zoom! Christmas Day, Dec. 25, 10 a.m., Holy 
Eucharist with Hymns & Carols. First Sunday after 
Christmas, Dec. 26, 10 a.m., Christmas Lessons 
& Carols Service (also available on Zoom). Please 
visit the website ststephensmidd.org for the latest 
updates on Christmas, worship, and life at St. 
Stephen’s.

The Congregational Church of Middlebury, 
UCC will have in-person Christmas Eve Services 
at 4 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Masks are required. Both 
services will also be live-streamed on Facebook 
and YouTube. Links can be found on our website. 
www.midducc.org No matter who you are or where 
you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!

SHOREHAM
The Shoreham Congregational Church has 

changed its plans for the Christmas Eve Service 
due to the rise in COVID cases. An alternative 
service of prayer and meditation will replace the 
traditional Christmas Eve service. The Church 
Sanctuary will be open between 4 and 6 p.m. on 
Christmas Eve, Friday, Dec. 24, for anyone to come 
for a time of prayer and meditation. There will be 
recorded music and printed meditations available. 
All are invited to come any time between those 
hours and stay for 15 minutes or an hour to find 
a place of quiet and inspiration. Face masks are 
required regardless of vaccination status.

WHITING
Whiting Community Church will have Christmas 

Eve Service at 7 p.m., Friday, Dec. 24. In-person 
service. Masking is recommended but optional. 

The Addison Independent prints 
these free listings on a space-
available basis throughout the 
year. Send new and updated 
information including schedules, 
staff, phone numbers, e-mail 
and Web addresses, to sarahp@
addisonindependent.com, or 
by mail, fax, or in person to our 
office.

This religious service 
listing is also online at 
addisonindependent.com.

NOTE: Plans may change. 
Contact your pastor for more 
information.

Addison
ADDISON COMMUNITY BAPTIST 
CHURCH. All services conducted 
via Zoom until further notice. Go 
to Facebook page for link. Addison 
four corners, Routes 22A and 17. 
The Rev. Stephen Payne, pastor. 
Worship, 10:30 a.m.

HOPE COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP. 
Kauffman’s Farm, 2867 
Mountain Rd. Pastor Jeff 
Kauffman. 802-759-2922 or 
hopecommunityfellowship.
org. 10:30 a.m. outdoor Worship 
Service. Bring a lawn chair and 
a mask. In case of inclement 
weather, we ZOOM. Send an email 
hcfpastor@gmail.comto ZOOM 
link.

WEST ADDISON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH. All services 
via Zoom, in-person services 
suspended until further notice. 
18 Church St., West Addison, off 
of Route 17 & Jersey Street. The 
Rev. Paul Hoffman & Rev. Mike 
Doran. Sunday worship, 10 a.m. 
For Zoom access link contact 
vergenneswestaddisonumc@
gmail.com.

Brandon/Forest Dale
BRANDON BAHA’I COMMUNITY. 
Meets for regular Sunday morning 
devotions every Sunday at 10 
a.m. For location information and 
more, call 802-247-3919 or 802-
345-0373.

BRANDON BAPTIST CHURCH. 
Routes 7 and 73 West, Brandon. 
Sunday services, 11 a.m.; Sunday 
school, 10 a.m.; 802-247-3339 or 
brandonbaptistchurch.org.

BRANDON CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH, U.C.C. All activities 
suspended at this time. The 
“go-to” church on the Brandon 
green, 1 Carver St., Route 7, 
P.O. Box 97, Brandon. The Rev. 
William L. Bartholomew, pastor. 
Sunday worship, 10 a.m. year 
round; choir, Wednesday, 7 p.m. 
(September through June). 
802-247-6121 (office), 802-745-
7515 (pastor’s cell phone) or 
brandoncongregationalchurch@
gmail.com.

BRANDON UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH. Franklin Street. 
Kenneth Bevan, pastor. Regular 
worship, 10 a.m., Sunday. 

FOREST DALE CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP 1895 Forest Dale 
Road, Brandon. Barry Joe Tate, 
pastor. Sunday worship, 10:30 
a.m. Fully accessible. 802-465-
8565. 

LIFEBRIDGE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 
97 Frog Hollow Road (formerly 
the Neshobe Sportsman Club). 
Services available in person and 
online. Sunday service, 9 a.m. and 

10:15 a.m. Visit at lbccvt.com. 
LifeGroups meet weekly, call for 
schedule. 802-247-LIFE (5433). 
lbccvt.com.

LIVING WATER ASSEMBLY OF 
GOD. 76 North St., Forest Dale. 
Services conducted remotely 
using facebook. Lewis Butterfield, 
pastor. Sunday service and 
children’s church at 11 a.m. 802-
247-4542.

OUR LADY OF GOOD HELP ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH (ST. MARY’S). 
38 Carver St. Fr. Maurice Moreau, 
OFM Cap. Mass schedule: 
Saturday, 4 p.m. and Sunday, 10 
a.m. Tel: 802-247-6351.

ST. THOMAS & GRACE EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. Route 7, Brandon 
village, corner of Prospect Street. 
All in person services suspended 
until further notice. Zoom 
worship Sundays at 10 a.m. Email 
to request the link: stgcmt@

googlegroups.com. Rev. Rachel 
Field. Priest-in-Partnership. 
Website: standg.org/ (sign up for 
email newsletter on the website) 
Email: standg1820@gmail.com.

Bridport
BRIDPORT CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH. (Conservative 
Congregational Church 
Conference). The Rev. Tim 
Franklin, pastor. Sunday worship 
service, 10:30 a.m. in person or 
online via zoom. 802-758-2227 or 
bridportchurch.com.

ST. BERNADETTE / ST. GENEVIEVE 
PARISH. Part of the combined 
mission of St. Mary’s in Middlebury. 
St. Bernadette in Bridport  offers 
Mass Saturdays, 7:30 p.m., in-
person with protocols. stmary.
vermontcatholic.org, 388-2943.

Bristol
BRISTOL CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP. Online Worship 

Sundays at 10 a.m.. 802-453-
2660 or 802-453-2614  Website: 
bristolcf.org or on Facebook.

BRISTOL FEDERATED CHURCH. 
The Rev. Bill Elwell, pastor. 
Sunday worship at 10:15 a.m., in 
person and on Zoom via link at 
www.bristolfederated.com. For 
the protection of everyone, masks 
should be worn at all times when 
in the church building.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH ON 
THE GREEN IN BRISTOL Sunday 
service, 10:15 a.m. online 
at firstbaptistbristol.org. A 
welcoming, family-oriented 
church. Contact person Mary 
Purinton, 802-453-2551. Todd 
Goodyear, interim pastor.

ST. AMBROSE ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH. In-person services 
require sign-up. Call 453-2388. 
Fr. Yvon J. Royer, pastor. Masses, 
Saturday, 6:30 p.m.; Sunday, 9 

a.m. Confessions: Saturday, 8:30-
8:50 a.m. p.m.

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST 
CHURCH. 839 Rockydale Road. 
Tom Ferguson, pastor. Bible Study 
Saturday, 9:30 a.m.; worship, 
Saturday, 11 a.m. 217-899-4205. 
tferguson@nnec.org. Web: 
bristolvt.adventistchurch.org.

Charlotte
CHARLOTTE CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH. Church Hill Road. The 
Rev. Kevin Goldenbogen, pastor. 
Services outdoors, weather 
permitting, livestream via Zoom 
or recorded for Facebook. 
Sundays 10 a.m.: Worship service 
and Sunday school. Wednesdays, 
11 a.m., morning prayer. 802-425-
3176.

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. 
2894 Spear St. Father David 
G. Cray. In-person with masks 
required. Sunday Mass, 8 and 11 
a.m. Weekday Masses, Tuesday 
and Thursday, 5:15 p.m. 802-425-
2637, carmel@gmavt.net, olmcvt.
org.

Cornwall
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF CORNWALL. 2598 
Route 30. Mary Woodman, pastor. 
Charlie Callahan, organist. 
Sunday worship on ZOOM at 10 
a.m. or in person following COVID 
guidelines. 802-462-3111 or 
cornwallucc@gmail.com

East Middlebury
EAST MIDDLEBURY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH. Corner 
of Routes 125 and 116. Sunday 
Worship – 9 a.m. All are welcome. 
To join the online worship service, 
please email myungohope@
gmail.com for the link.

VALLEY BIBLE CHURCH. Routes 7 
and 125. Rev. Ed Wheeler. Services 
on Sundays: Worship services 
10:45 a.m. 

Ferrisburgh
FERRISBURGH CENTER UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH. All 
services via Zoom. Route 7, 
Ferrisburgh, next to the town 
offices/Grange hall. Parking 
lot. The Rev. Paul Hoffman & 
team. Sunday worship, 10 a.m. 
For Zoom access link contact 
vergenneswestaddisonumc@
gmail.com.

NORTH FERRISBURGH UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH. 277 Old 
Hollow Rd. The Rev. Sunjae Lee, 
pastor. Live streaming services at 
nfumchurch.org. Sunday worship, 
10 a.m., Sunday school, 10 a.m. 
Call for information on youth 
group and adult education. 802-
425-2770 or nfumchurch.org.

Hinesburg
SAINT JUDE THE APOSTLE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. 
10759 Route 116. Rev. James E. 
Zuccaro and Rev. Timothy Naples. 
In-person with masks required. 
Saturday Mass, 4:30 p.m.; Sunday 
Mass, 9:30 a.m. Weekday Masses 
Monday, Friday, 8 a.m. Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, Saturday, 4 
p.m., and by appointment. 802-
482-2290, stjude@gmavt.net, 
stjudevt.org.

Leicester
ST. AGNES’ SUMMER CHAPEL (A 
MISSION OF OLGH, BRANDON). 
Leicester Whiting Road. Fr. 

Maurice Moreau, Pastor. Mass on 
Sunday, 8 a.m. 802-247-6351.

Lincoln
SUNRAY MEDITATION SOCIETY 
AND SUNRAY PEACE VILLAGE. 
2202 Downingsville Rd. Home 
of the Green Mountain Ani 
Yunwiwa and Vajra Dakini 
Nunnery. Cherokee Ceremonial 
Cycle on new moons; Cherokee 
and Tibetan Buddhist teachings 
offered. Come join us to renew 
the Sacred Hoop in these times. 
802-453-4610 or sunray.org.

UNITED CHURCH OF LINCOLN. 
23 Quaker St. Pastor: Rev. Justin 
Cox. Streaming services, link 
to connect to the livestream 
can be found on their website 
unitedchurchoflincoln.org or 
outdoor, weather permitting. 
Sunday worship, 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday school, 10:15 a.m., 
restarting in the fall. 802-
453-4280, ucol@gmavt.net, 
unitedchurchoflincoln.org. 

Middlebury
BUDDHIST SANGHA IN 
MIDDLEBURY. All in-person 
meetings suspended until 
further notice. Every Sunday 
evening, 7-8 p.m., at Champlain 
Valley Unitarian Universalist 
Society. Silent sitting meditation 
and silent walking meditation. 
Open to the public. All meditation 
practices and levels of experience 
welcome. Online Sunday 
mornings when Colleen Brown will 
lead from 9:15 to 9:45 am. More 
info at cvuus.org/connection/
sangha.

CHAMPLAIN VALLEY UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY. Sunday 
services online 10 a.m. Corner of 
Duane Court and Charles Avenue. 
The Rev. Barnaby Feder, minister. 
802-388-8080. cvuus.org.

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
OF MIDDLEBURY (UCC). 2 Main St. 
The Rev. Andrew Nagy-Benson, Sr. 
Pastor; The Rev. Elizabeth Gleich, 
Assoc. Pastor. Services at 10 a.m. 
at facebook.com/MiddUCC. 388-
7634.

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS. 133 
Valley View Drive, Buttolph Acres. 
Clerks Office: 802 388-3102. 
Travis Park, Bishop, Middlebury 
Ward. Sunday meetings: 
Sacrament Meeting 9 a.m.; 
Organization meetings 10 a.m.

EASTERN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN 
WORSHIP. Information on service 
in the Middlebury area: 802-453-
5334.

ECKANKAR. All services 
suspended until further notice. 
Check for this month’s meeting 
date and time online at eckankar-
vt.org.

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH. 52 
Merchants Row. Pastor Bob 
Hanley. All in-person meetings 
suspended until further notice. 
GO to Fabeook page for streamed 
services. Sunday morning 
worship and Sunday school, 10 
a.m. Wednesday Bible study and 
prayer, 7 p.m. Visitors welcome. 
gracebaptistmiddlebury.com or 
802-453-3003.

HAVURAH, THE JEWISH 
CONGREGATION OF ADDISON 
COUNTY. 56 N. Pleasant St. 

(See Services, Page 17A)
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Middlebury. Social distancing 
in effect. Shabbat morning 
services twice monthly, 
holiday programming, weekly 
Hebrew School currently online 
only. Shabbat attendance 
at discretion of leaders and 
those who attend. Community 
events contact HHedDirector@
gmail.com or visit 
havurahaddisoncounty.org.

MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH 
(AMERICAN BAPTIST).  97 
South Pleasant St. The Rev. 
Dr. Stephanie Allen, pastor. 10 
a.m. Sunday Worship Services 
are broadcast live on YouTube. 
We have limited and distanced 
seating for in-person attendance 
(KN95 masks provided). 
Reserve a seat by emailing 
membaptistvt@gmail.com. 
Sunday school Zoom check-ins 
after worship; small groups and 
adult classes via Zoom. Link for 
live-stream Sunday service, Holy 
Week schedule, and all other 
information can be found at 
memorialbaptistvt.org. 388-7472

MIDDLEBURY FRIENDS MEETING 
(QUAKERS). Havurah House, 
56 North Pleasant St. (Route 7). 
Services on Zoom until further 
notice. Sunday, 10 a.m. More info 
at middleburyquakers.org. 802-
989-7034. tomrbaskett at gmail.
com 802-388-6453, jrosenbe at 
middlebury.edu.

MIDDLEBURY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH. Corner 
of Route 7 and Seminary Street. 
Pastor Rev. Myungso Lee. Open 
Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors. 
A Reconciling Congregation.
Masks required for in person 
services. Email middumc@gmail 
for information about our virtual 
worship. Sunday: morning 
worship, 11 a.m.

SAINT MARY’S ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH (CHURCH 
OF THE ASSUMPTION). Father 
Luke Austin, pastor. Masses: 
Saturday, 5:15 p.m., Sunday 8, 10 
a.m., (7 p.m. Newman Mass), in-
person with protocols. stmary.
vermontcatholic.org, 388-2943.

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. On the green in 
Middlebury at 3 Main St. The Rev. 
Paul V. Olsson, Priest-in-Charge. 
Most services and programs meet 
in-person (if Covid restrictions 
allow) and on Zoom. Sundays: 
9:00 a.m. Adult Education, 9:30 
a.m. Godly Play (Sunday School), 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 
Service; Thursday: Meditation 
at 4 p.m.; Wednesdays: Noon 
Eucharist at 12 p.m. (in-person 
only); Saturdays: Compline 
at 7:30 p.m. (in-person only). 
For more information, visit 
ststephensmidd.org.

Monkton
MONKTON FRIENDS UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH. Len 
Rowell, pastor. All in-person 
services suspended until further 
notice. Link to online services 
at monktonumc.net. Sunday 
worship/youth education 
program, 9 a.m. 802-453-2321 or 
lar17g@comcast.net.

New Haven
NEW HAVEN CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH. Pastor Abigail Diehl-
Noble. Zoom Church services 
at 10 a.m. on Sunday. 802-453-
5059. pastornewhavenchurchvt@
gmail.com.

NEW HAVEN UNITED REFORMED 
CHURCH. 1660 Ethan Allen 
Highway (Route 7). Online Sunday 
services, 9 a.m. 11:15 a.m. and 7 
p.m.; Sunday school 10:15 a.m. 
388-1345.Go to nhurc.org for 
YouTube and SermonAudio links.

Orwell
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH. The Rev. David 
Anderson, pastor. In-person 
Sunday worship service, 10 a.m. 
Masks and social distancing 
required. 802-948-2900. 
Readings for home worship at 
firstcongregationalchurchorwell.
com.

SAINT PAUL’S ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH. Fr. Eric Ugochukwu, 
S.D.V., Administrator, Mass 
Sundays, 10:45 a.m. 802-468-
5706.

Panton
PANTON COMMUNITY BAPTIST 
CHURCH. 49 Adams Ferry Road, 
just around the corner from the 
Panton General Store. Pastor 
Tom Lupien. Online worship 
Sundays at 10:30 a.m. In-person 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m., 
call to confirm. Wednesday 
evening Bible study is held in a 
local home; call for details. 802-
734-8573. Recorded services 
pantonchurchvt.org and on 
facebook page.

Ripton
RIPTON COMMUNITY CHURCH, 
UNITED METHODIST. No regular 
services, but the facility is 
available for religious and social 
events. 802-388-0338.

Rochester
FEDERATED CHURCH OF 
ROCHESTER. The Rev. Gregory 
Homan, pastor. Sunday worship, 
10 a.m. 802-767-3012. Sunday 
school during the school year. 
Call to confirm at 802-767-
3012 of email at fdchroch@
myfairpoint.net.

ST. ELIZABETH ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH. 169 E. Main 
St., Vigil Mass. Saturday, 4 p.m.

Salisbury
SALISBURY CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH (UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST). The Rev. John Grivetti, 
pastor. Live streaming Sundays, 
10 a.m. via Zoom or YouTube at 
salisburycongregationalchurch.
org. In-person Sunday worship 
service, 9 a.m. Please wear masks 
and socially distance. 

Shoreham
ST. BERNADETTE / ST. 
GENEVIEVE PARISH. Part 
of the combined mission of 
St. Mary’s in Middlebury. St. 
Bernadette in Bridport offers 
Mass Saturdays, 7:30 p.m., in-
person with protocols. stmary.
vermontcatholic.org, 388-2943.

SHOREHAM CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH-UCC. Marion Paquette, 
Pastor. Intersection of Main and 
School streets. Sunday service, 
10 a.m., Downstairs in Fellowship 
Hall during winter months. 802-
897-2687.

Starksboro
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF 
STARKSBORO. Vermont Route 
116. Interim Pastor David Wood. 
All services online at Sunday 
mornings 11 a.m. via YouTube. 

Vergennes/Waltham
ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHRISTIAN 
CENTER. 1759 Route 7, 
Vergennes. Pastor Guy Miller. 
In-person services Sundays, 
9 and 11 a.m. or on Facebook 
page. Kids ministry at 11 a.m. 
only. Visit online at agccvt.org 
or on Facebook & Instagram. 
802.877.3903. 

CHAMPLAIN VALLEY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH. 73 Church 
St., Waltham. The Rev. Phillip 
Westra, pastor. Sunday worship 
services 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. in 
person or online at cvcrc.net. 
802-877-2500.

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
OF VERGENNES (UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST). Water 
Street. The Rev. Elliott Munn, 
pastor. Online services via 
Zoom. Sunday, 9:30 a.m., Link at 
vergennescongregationalchurch.
org, 802-877-2435 or vucc@
vergennesucc.org.

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. Corner of Main and 
Park streets, Vergennes. Interim 
pastor Rev. Sherry Osborn. 
Zoom service Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 
Link at saintpaulsvergennes.
org.

ST. PETER’S ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH. The Rev. Yvon Royer, 
pastor. Masses: Saturdays, 4:30 
p.m.; Sundays, 11 a.m.; Mondays 
9 a.m.; Wednesdays, 2 p.m. 
Confession, Saturday, 3:30-4:15 
p.m.

VERGENNES UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH. All 
services via Zoom, in-person 
services suspended until 
further notice. Main Street, 
Vergennes, across from the 
Vergennes Opera House. 
Street parking. The Rev. Paul 
Hoffman & Rev. Mike Doran. 
Sunday worship, 10 a.m. For 
Zoom access link contact 
vergenneswestaddisonumc@
gmail.com.

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH. 862 
Route 7. Tim Taylor, pastor. Live-
streaming services at victoryvt.
org. Sunday service 10:30 
a.m and 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
6:30 p.m. Deaf interpretation 
available. 802-877-3393.

Weybridge
WEYBRIDGE CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH. Online worship, 
Sunday 11 a.m. To be placed 
on weekly Sunday Service 
announcement and invite, 
email jom@madriver.com. 
Weybridgechurch.org. 802-545-
2579.

Whiting
WHITING COMMUNITY CHURCH. 
Brett Cody, pastor. In-person 
services, Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 
Masks recommended, but 
optional.

Services
(Continued from Page 16A)

Deer Project Leader Nick Fortin 
and Steve Ploof, owner of East 
Middlebury’s C&S Hunting 
Supplies, said their trail cameras 
offered some evidence.

Ploof said his cameras showed 
deer moving at night, but not 
during legal hunting hours.

“We were seeing plenty of deer, 
just not at the right time,” Ploof 
said.

Fortin said his cameras, farther 
north in the state, showed deer at 
night during the first weekend of 
muzzleloader season.

“And after that I never had 
another deer picture for the rest of 
the season,” he said.

Fortin speculated mild weather 
and plentiful feed might have 
meant deer were not roaming for 
food and were hunkering down 
during the day.

“Usually the big drivers are 
weather and food availability,” 
he said. “It doesn’t seem like it 
should have shut (the season) 
down that bad, but who knows? 
Weird things happen.”

Whatever the reasons, Fortin 
said although Addison County’s 
numbers remain better than 
elsewhere in Vermont, including 
stronger rifle season and youth 
results, the statewide trends are 
the same. 

“That pretty much jibes with 
what I’m seeing. It looks like 
archery is way down from last 
year,” he said. “Rifle seasons 
statewide are going to be down 
some, but they’re pretty close to 
where they’ve been. Muzzleloader 
has just been an absolute, complete 
dud.”

Meanwhile, according to the 
Independent’s calculation, the 
average weight of a buck brought 
in to the county during rifle season 
this year dropped by about four 
pounds to 143.7 pounds.

Fortin said in 2021 hunters 
were allowed to shoot younger, 
smaller spikehorns bucks in much 
of Addison County’s mountainous 
terrain. Towns like Lincoln 
and Starksboro are in Wildlife 
Management Units that this year 
permitted that practice.

Although he couldn’t say 
for sure, Fortin said it was a 
reasonable explanation for the 
lighter average weight, especially 
given plentiful food.

“Based on the info we have that 
makes sense,” he said. “There 
were a lot more young deer taken.”
HISTORICAL RECORD

The overall number of deer 
weighed in Addison County this 
year includes 590 taken during the 
state’s 16-day rifle buck season; 
121 during Youth and Novice 
Hunting Weekend on Oct. 23 and 
24, the second-highest local total 
on record; 202 during in the first 
portion of the bow season (Oct. 
1 to Nov. 12); and 67 during the 
first portion of the muzzleloader 
season (Oct. 28-31).

Another 141 were added 
during the muzzleloader season 
from Dec. 4 to 12, and 12 in the 
conclusion of the archery season 
from Nov. 29 to Dec. 15. 

This is how 2021 stacks up in 
the past six years:

• In 2021, 1,133 deer (590 rifle, 
121 youth/novice, 214 archery, 
208 muzzleloader).

• In 2020, 1,745 deer (647 rifle, 
105 youth/novice, 528 archery, 
464 muzzleloader). 

• In 2019, 1,324 deer (594 
rifle, 142 youth, 258 archery, 330 
muzzleloader). 

• In 2018, 1,345 deer (571 
rifle, 110 youth, 274 bow, 390 
muzzleloader). 

• In 2017, 1,189 deer (554 
rifle, 110 youth, 161 bow, 264 
muzzleloader). 

• In 2016, 1,064 deer (573 
rifle, 94 youth, 206 bow, 191 
muzzleloader). 
TROPHY BUCKS

The largest deer taken this year 
weighed in the county was shot 
during rifle season by Kyleigh 
Dubois in Addison and taken to 
West Addison General Store, a 
six-pointer that tipped the scales 
at 240 pounds. 

New Haven’s Rack ’N Reel 
proved to be a magnet for trophy 
bucks during rifle season. The 
most impressive combination of 
size and antler rack weighed there 
might have been the 196-pounder 
with a 12-point rack that Chris 
Gordon shot in Bridport. It was 
the only deer weighed locally this 
year with 12 antler points.

Rack ’N Reel also handled five 
bucks weighing 200 pounds or 
more. The two largest there and 
overall this year were both shot in 

Waltham, a 235-pound, 10-pointer 
that Dylan Barrows brought down, 
and a 220-pound, 8-pointer that 
Kelly Kayhart killed.

Also weighed there: John 
Chamberlain shot a 204-pounder 
with a 6-point rack in New 
Haven, Anthony Porter killed a 
200-pounder with an 8-point rack 
in Hancock, and Daniel Crossman 
shot a 200-pound, 7-pointer in 
New Haven.

Double-digit racks were 
also plentiful at Rack ’N Reel. 
Ashlie Gevry (179 pounder) 
and Timothy Godard (170) both 
brought in 11-pointers they killed 
in Addison, and Michael Winslow 
shot a 172-pound, 11-pointer in 
Weybridge. 

Buxton’s Store in Orwell handled 
two bucks that topped 200 pounds, 
Zachary Hopkins’s 208-pound, 
8-pointer, and Alan Christian’s 
200-pound, 8-pointer.

The following hunters had deer 
weighed in the county after taking 
them in the latter portions of 
archery and muzzleloader seasons. 
They are listed by gender and 
pounds if a doe, or pounds and 
points if bucks.  
BUXTON’S STORE
MUZZLELOADER

Michael Briggs, Orwell, doe 
130 pounds; Brad Lambert, 
Orwell, doe 120; Dave Anderson, 
West Haven, doe 108; Michael 
Matot, Shoreham, doe 128; Chris 
Groman, Bridport, doe 130; Doug 
New, Leicester, doe 115; Wyatt 
Forbes, Orwell, doe 130; Jason 
D’Avignon, Orwell, doe 135; Eve 
Palmer, Orwell, doe 125; Jeremy 
Quenneville, Benson, doe 121; 

Todd Wyatt, Benson, doe 128; and 
Lester Little, Orwell, doe 120.
VERMONT FIELD SPORTS
MUZZLELOADER

Gary English, Middlebury, 
buck 155 pounds-9 points; Philip 
Cyr, Bridport, doe 140; Shawn 
Gero, Cornwall, doe 130; William 
Alexander, Cornwall, doe 128; 
Christopher Sumner, Bristol, doe 
127; Andrew Recupero, Shoreham, 
doe 126; Rayce Burnham, 
Cornwall, buck 125-9; Shawn 
Gero, Bridport, doe 123; and 
Robert Cameron, Ripton, doe 121.

Also, Gary English, Salisbury, 
doe 120; Justin Seguin, Weybridge, 
doe 115; Paul Deering, Bridport, 
doe 115; Phillip Hardway, 
Addison, buck 112-3; Rayce 
Burnham, Cornwall, doe 110; 
Maurice Laroche, Salisbury, doe 
105; David Dupoise, Ripton, buck 
104-2; Liana Wilks-Dupoise, 
Ripton, buck 104-3; and Garrison 
Hughes, Middlebury, doe 103.

Also, Richard Terk, Ripton, doe 
102; David Stevens, Cornwall, doe 
100; Gregory Gearwar, Brandon, 
doe 100; Levi Doria, Ripton, doe 
95; Eugene Roy, Middlebury, doe 
94; Terrence Ferson, Brandon, doe 
93; Lee Terrier, Cornwall, doe 70; 
and Foster Provencher, Salisbury, 
female 60. 
BOW

Darcy Trudeau, Salisbury, 
doe 127; Peter Lewis, Ripton, 
buck 120-2; and Tyler Malloy, 
Middlebury, female 67.
C&S HUNTING SUPPLIES
MUZZLELOADER

Donald Brown, Middlebury, 
doe 106; and Ralph Brown, 
Middlebury, doe 134. 

WEST ADDISON
GENERAL STORE
MUZZLELOADER 

Loren Urban, Orwell, doe 
120; Horace Richards, Addison, 
buck 140-3; Brendin Roberts, 
Addison, doe 103; James Bodette, 
Brandon, doe 120; Andre Bolduc, 
Addison, doe 130; Andrew 
Warren, Bridport, doe 135; Charles 
Ringer, Weybridge, doe 105; Philip 
DeVoid, Weybridge, buck 110-6; 
Dustin Dattillio, Pittsford, doe 95; 
Kaleb Roberts, Bridport, doe 110; 
Francis Lalumiere, Weybridge, doe 
80. 
BOW

Sully Andrews, Shoreham, doe 
85.
LINCOLN GENERAL STORE
MUZZLELOADER

Mark Cousino, New Haven, doe 
106; Irwin Ruhl, Hinesburg, doe 
85; Wilbert Clark, Lincoln, doe 
120; Roy Catella, Warren, doe 122; 
Peter Moyer, Ferrisburgh, female 
65; Dave Cavoretto, Lincoln, doe 
120; Gary Barclay, Lincoln, doe 
118; Tyler Ducharme, Richmond, 
buck 126-6; Roland Haskins, 
Fayston, buck 110-2; Timothy 
Blanchard, Addison, buck 142; 
Donny Mashia, Richmond, female 
67; Sarah Acker, Lincoln, doe 129; 
Carter Silva, Richmond, doe 115.
GREEN MT. TRAILS END
MUZZLELOADER

Kyle Bedell, Starksboro, doe 116; 
Andrew Hubbinger, Hinesburg, 
doe 125; Kirk Roscoe, Lincoln, doe 
120; Aaron Clark, Castleton, doe 
123; Martin Landon, Shoreham, 
doe 115; Carter Atof-Ketcham, 
Starksboro, spikehorn 98; Jacob 

Deer 
(Continued from Page 1A)

(See Season, Page 18A)

ROBERT BORDEAUX SHOT this 180-pound trophy buck with a nine-point rack during rifle season and 
brought it to the Lincoln General Store to be weighed.

Photo courtesy of Lincoln General Store
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1786 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 388-2296

Heating  •  Plumbing  •  Air Conditioning
Heat Pump Installation

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Pager Service  
M-F   7am - 4pm

24 Hour Emergency
Repair Service

5118 Case St. • RT 116
Middlebury, Vt. 05753

John D. Fuller
Master Plumber 802-388-2019

Our best to youOur best to you
in 2022!in 2022!

Thank you to all of our customers.Thank you to all of our customers.

construction costs,” according to 
Griffin. Engineering for all those 
projects will end up costing $4.4 
million, and right of way costs 
will total $14.8 million — which 
includes major acquisitions in 
downtown Middlebury and the 
costs of detouring rail traffic 
around downtown Middlebury, 
according to Griffin.

He cited another $300,000 
in expenses associated with 
compensating utility companies 
for relocating their infrastructure 
away from the project.

All costs related to the project 
are being shared by the state of 
Vermont and the Federal Highway 
Administration (known as the 
FHWA), Griffin noted, with the 
funding split varying slightly by 
phase, he said. For example, the 
engineering costs were split 80% 
FHWA and 20% VTrans. The 
construction costs were split 95% 
FHWA and 5% VTrans. 

While the pandemic created 
extra timeline challenges for 
the Middlebury tunnel project, 
it didn’t affect the bottom line, 
according to VTrans. Contractors 
had locked in prices prior to the 
pandemic, which created supply-
side financial headaches for others 
in the construction industry.

“We did have delays associated 
with the pandemic, which were due 
to the seven-week shutdown of the 
state of Vermont in the spring of 
2020,” Griffin said. “There were 
no escalations provided to any bid 
prices as a result of supply chain 
issues.”
PASSENGER RAIL 

VTrans was indeed busy in 
Middlebury this year — not only 
with the tunnel project, but also 
with the siting of a new passenger 
rail platform located off middle 
Seymour Street, near the north 
entrance to the Marble Works 
complex.

Built by Kubricky Construction, 
the Middlebury rail platform 
includes a 300-foot deck and a 
200-foot canopy, with lighting. It 
will accommodate passengers for 

Amtrak’s Ethan Allen Express 
train, which currently travels from 
New York City to Rutland, via 
Albany, N.Y., and Castleton, Vt. 
The service will be extended north, 
from Rutland to Burlington’s 
Union Station, with stops in 
Middlebury and Vergennes.

Rail officials told the 
Independent last month that the 
expanded Ethan Allen Express 
service is expected to start early 
next summer.

Griffin stressed the Middlebury 
passenger rail platform is separate 
from the tunnel project, and it’s 
being funded by the Federal 
Railroad Administration, which 
is part of the U.S. Department 
of Transportation. Cost of the 
platform project, according to 
Griffin: $243,000 in engineering, 
and $1.3 million in construction. 
Those figures don’t include the 
town of Middlebury’s separate, 

$200,000 outlay for a nearby, 
17-space parking area that will 
serve train riders.

Also in the works: Construction 
of a sidewalk extension along 
Middle Seymour and Maple 
streets, from the Amtrak platform 
to Riverside Park, bordering the 
Otter Creek Falls. The estimated 
$180,000 ($90,000 state grant, 
$90,000 town match) undertaking 
would include 1,000 feet of new 
sidewalk, with 680 feet of curbing, 
crosswalk striping and truncated 
domes at pedestrian crossings.

State officials are pleased to put 
the tunnel and platform projects to 
bed.

“We are very proud of the 
collaboration and dedication by so 
many important parties to achieve 
such a monumental outcome,” 
said VTrans Chief Engineer Ann 
Gammell. “It is a true testament to 
the hard work invested.”

CONSTRUCTION OF THIS Middlebury passenger rail platform and 
the downtown rail tunnel project have been completed within budget, 
according to Vermont Agency of Transportation officials. The tunnel 
construction cost $72 million, plus nearly $20 million for engineering 
and other costs. The platform cost a mere $1.5 million.

Independent photo/John S. McCright

Project
(Continued from Page 1A)

137-3; Jeffrey Fortune, Ferrisburgh, 
doe 127; and Jeremy Favreau, New 
Haven, buck 116-3.

Also, Nathan Lavoie, 
Ferrisburgh, doe 85; Chad Rule, 
Ferrisburgh, doe 120; Scott Walters, 
Richmond, doe 110; Ambrose 
Cousino, New Haven, doe 104; 
Nicholas Cook, Ferrisburgh, doe 
128; Leon Demers, New Haven, 
doe 114; Chase Stokes, Charlotte, 
male 80; Todd Hunter, Hinesburg, 
female 50; and Brian Novak, 
Cornwall, doe 116.

Also, Clifford Heath, 
Huntington, buck 98-2; Daniel 
Hebert, Weybridge, doe 131; Paul 
Alexander, Huntington, doe 95; 
Anthony Miller, Charlotte, buck 
161-9; Andy Gendreau, Monkton, 
doe 111; Brent Newton, Waltham, 
buck 160-10; Russell Davis, 
Weybridge, doe 116; and Patrick 
Thompson, Hinesburg, buck 105-2.

Also, Eben Clifford, Ferrisburgh, 
doe 98; Bruce Delorme, 
Starksboro, doe 120; Cody 
Purinton, Huntington, doe 125; 
John Cole, Ferrisburgh, male 66; 
Eugene Bradford, Ferrisburgh, doe 
133; Joshua Sherman, Bristol, doe 
157; Miles Shorey, Ferrisburgh, 
doe 114; Brian Lafleche, Addison, 
doe 136; and David Jerome, New 
Haven, doe 151.

Also, John Campbell, Weybridge, 
doe 115; Dwayne Roberts, 
Bridport, doe 153; Paul Jerome, 
New Haven, doe 109; Joseph 
Martin, Charlotte, doe 138; Ryan 
Cornellier, Ferrisburgh, doe 109; 
Bernard Young, Richmond, buck 
139-6; Bret Mobbs, Charlotte, doe 

SARAH ACKER BROUGHT down this 157-pound, 7-pointer during 
opening weekend of rifle season and had it weighed at the Lincoln 
General Store. 

Photo courtesy of Lincoln General Store

Season
(Continued from Page 17A)

98; Rodney Orvis, Starksboro, doe 
116; and Todd Seguin, Weybridge, 
doe 110.

Also, Jordan D’Amico, New 
Haven, female 61; Nathan James, 
New Haven, female 66; David 
Sausvile, Addison, doe 102; James 
O’Brien, Ferrisburgh, doe 110; 
Andrew Cousino, Sudbury, doe 
97; Devon Campbell, Addison, doe 
147; Daniel Stearns, Ferrisburgh, 
doe 105; Matthew Sweeney, New 
Haven, buck 115-5; and Tucker 
Davis, New Haven, doe 111.

Also, Patrick Blaise, Panton male 
80; Andrew Clark, Richmond, buck 
152-8; Alan Brace, Huntington, 
female 67; Cassidy Roorda, New 
Haven, doe 123; Bryn White, 

Monkton, female 67; Denis White, 
Monkton, doe 110; and Cody Cyr, 
Bristol, doe 108.

Also, Lee Lapell, Benson, doe 
108; Phillip Hardway, Addison, 
female 88; Frederic Schroeder, 
Bristol, male 88; Brian Hayes, New 
Haven, male 77; John Vaudrien, 
New Haven, buck 127-4; Nathan 
James, New Haven, buck 136-4; 
Jon Boise, New Haven, doe 95; and 
Todd Roscoe, Bristol, buck 142-6.
BOW

Sean Hamel, Bristol, doe 129 
and doe 110; Jordan Lavalla, 
Bridport, doe 123; Lyman Gaudette, 
Shelburne, doe 129; and Timothy 
Blanchard, Bristol, doe 109. 

the family is staying at a hotel, 
but the Shriners — of which 
Randy is a member — are putting 
a mobile home on his property so 
they can live onsite while repairs 
are being done to the house. 
Randy runs the recycling center 
in Shoreham every Saturday and 
is also a school bus driver for the 
town. If you would like to donate 
to help his family in this time of 
need, you may do so by check 
donation made payable to Randy 
Orvis and either mail or drop it 
off at the Shoreham town office, 
which has a secure drop box at 
the front door. Your donation 
will help the family get on its 
feet again. Checks can be mailed 
to: Shoreham Town Office, 297 
Main St., Shoreham, VT 05770, 
Attn: Randy Orvis Fund. Any 
questions, call 802-897-5841, or 
Julie at 802-989-3355.

Give your tree another purpose 
with the Addison County Solid 
Waste District’s Merry Mulch 
program. Every year, the district 
grinds Christmas trees at its Route 
7 South Middlebury transfer station 
to produce a fragrant conifer 
mulch. Residents of Vergennes 
and Middlebury can have their tree 
picked up curbside by volunteers 
on Saturday, Jan. 8. Please put 
your tree out the night before, 
since volunteers begin collecting 
early. Residents from any district 
member town can bring their trees 
directly to the transfer station in 

Middlebury. The trees are accepted 
free of charge through the end of 
January. Be advised that only clean 
trees will be accepted curbside or 
at the transfer station; they mustn’t 
contain ornaments, tinsel, garland, 
wire or lights. Wreaths are not 
accepted. Call the district office at 
802-388-2333 with any questions.

Reduce single-use plastic in 
the environment and give back 
to those in need in the local 
community, all while running 
routine weekly errands at the 
local Shaw’s Supermarket. John 
Graham Housing & Services, a 
nonprofit providing emergency 
shelter and affordable housing 
in Addison County, has been 
selected by the Vergennes Shaw’s 
Supermarket as the benefiting 
nonprofit in the company’s “Give 
Back Where It Counts” program 
for the month of January. During 
that month, the Vergennes Shaw’s 
will donate $1 to John Graham for 
each reusable shopping bag it sells. 
Learn more about John Graham 
by visiting johngrahamshelter.
org. For more information about 
the Shaw’s program, visit shaws.
bags4mycause.com.

Mount Abraham Union High 
School class of 1970 needs your 
help. The class is planning a 
reunion and are unable to locate 
the following classmates: Jeffrey 
Brasure, Larry Morgan, Sharon 
O’Keefe and Philip Strong. If you 
have an address or phone number 
for any of these four class members, 

please call Reg and/or Colleen 
(Bouvier) Wedge at 802-453-2574.

The Vermont Department of 
Labor earlier this week reported 
that Addison County logged a 
jobless rate of 1.6% during the 
month of November, up 0.2% 
from the previous month, but 
substantially lower than the 3% 
jobless rate during November 
of 2020. The county reported 
273 people looking for work out 
of a total labor force of 17,563. 
Meanwhile, Vermont recorded 
a 2.6% jobless rate last month, 
while the national rate was 4.2%. 
The November unemployment 
rates for Vermont’s 17 labor 
market areas ranged from 1.3% 
in White River Junction to 2.9% 
in Bennington. 

The Vermont Agency of Education 
is honoring two Middlebury 
Union High School seniors, Henry 
Carpenter and Vivi Hammond, as 
2022 Presidential Scholars. The 
students were nominated by their 
school counselors and were chosen 
by a panel of Vermont educators 
for their outstanding leadership and 
service to their communities. They’ll 
be recognized at a ceremony to be 
held at the Statehouse in Montpelier 
in January. Both Henry’s and Vivi’s 
names will be also submitted to 
the U.S. Department of Education 
for consideration as a Presidential 
Scholar at the national level. The 
feds will select two students from 
Vermont to be among the national 
recipients. 

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)
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170
Super Pocketed Coil™ Springs
The gold standard in undisturbed 
rest.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

   

BEAUTYSLEEP™
FIRM

      Twin Set ...... $399
     Full Set ........... $449
      Queen Set ........... $549
   King Set ................. $899

If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.
Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

   
      Twin Set ...... $995
     Full Set ......... $1399
      Queen Set ......... $1499
   King Set ............... $1799

HARMONY LUX™
EXTRA FIRM

   
      Twin Set ...... $839
     Full Set ........... $879
      Queen Set ........... $969
   King Set ................. $999

BRS900™
MEDIUM

  

L-CLASS™
PLUSH

      
     Twin XL Set ... $1919
    Full Set ............ $2249
   Queen Set ............ $2399
 King Set ................. $3039

  

L-CLASS™
EXTRA FIRM

    
       Twin XL Set ... $1619
    Full Set ............ $1949
    Queen Set ........... $2099  
King Set ................. $2739

  

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM PILLOW TOP

    
     Twin XL Set ... $2149
    Full Set ............ $2459
    Queen Set ........... $2599
  King Set ................ $3199

  

HARMONY LUX™
PLUSH

      Twin Set .... $1299
     Full Set ......... $1499
      Queen Set ......... $1999
   King Set ............... $2499

  

C-CLASS™
MEDIUM

    
      Twin XL Set .. $2419
   Full Set ........... $2749
      Queen Set ......... $2999
   King Set ............... $3839

   
      Twin Set ...... $995
     Full Set ......... $1399
      Queen Set ......... $1499
   King Set ............... $1799

SPRING GROVE™
LUXURY FIRM

1-800-261-WOOD
802-388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com 

FREE
DELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT       
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

Ooo .   .   .
It’s exactly what I wanted.

61 Main St., Middlebury
802. 388. 6788

We offer Beef 
(including 1/4 and 1/2), 

Lamb, Pork, and 
Chicken

FREE delivery for 
orders of $50 or more

Give the gift
of local meat!

Call 802-538-3830 or view our full 
menu at BurgerFarmVT.com

Visit us at the Rutland Farmer’s Market

Holiday

Special:

$20 off

when you

spend $200

Window Shades 
Flooring

Paint

W E ’ V E  G O T  Y O U

COVERED

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
M-F 7:15-5:30, Sat. 8-3  

802-388-6054
C O U N T R Y S I D E C A R P E TA N D PA I N T. C O M Call 802-388-3371

14 College Street, Middlebury, VT 

Please find the full 
menu on our website at 

ottercreekbakery.com

Warm up with your favorite 
HOT BEVERAGE

while shopping local this season!
Give the Gi�  of

Tea

Mon-Sat 11am-5pm
stonelea� ea.com

Shop Locally

Buy a Holiday Honey 
Bar crafted by The Daily 
Chocolate for a chance to 
win prizes up to $750 in 

value to benefit the BMP!
 

$10/bar, sold at local 
stores. See prize list at 

ExperienceMiddlebury.com

Thank you to IPJ Real Estate for 
sponsoring this fundraiser!   

BORN 10 WEEKS premature after his mother was involved in a car crash in Tennessee early this 
month, little Adrian Park is gaining weight but will still need to stay in the hospital for at least another 
month and a half.

Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Hoverson

were riding in, in nearby 
Clarksville, was struck head-on 
by a vehicle that had veered into 
their lane, according to Stephen 
Park’s sister Elizabeth Hoverson.

The collision resulted in only 
minor injuries for 
everyone involved, 
but Sarah Park, who 
was seven months 
pregnant, had to be 
rushed to the hospital 
for an emergency 
C-section.

Adrian Park, who 
arrived about 10 weeks 
early, weighed 3 lbs. 
6 oz. at birth. Unable 
to eat on his own 
or breathe without assistance, 
Adrian was transferred to 
Vanderbilt University Medical 
Center in Nashville, where he 
remains in the Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit (NICU) — growing 
stronger every day.

“I am once again happy to report 
that everyone in this new family 
is doing wonderfully,” Hoverson 
wrote in a Dec. 19 update to 
the GoFundMe campaign she 
launched after Adrian was born. 
“Sarah is feeling better than 
expected, and Stephen and Sarah 
both are spending every moment 
they can at the NICU caring for 
Adrian. The staff at Vanderbilt 
have been amazing to the whole 
family.”

The prognosis for Adrian 
continues to be positive, 
Hoverson noted.

“He is now able to handle 
more of Sarah’s milk, which 
has resulted in dirty 
diapers,” she wrote. 
“Never knew so 
many people would 
be excited over a few 
dirty diapers.”
FUNDRAISER

Sarah Park was 
discharged from the 
hospital after she gave 
birth, but the couple 
expects Adrian will 
need to stay there for 
at least six weeks — 
maybe more, Stephen 
Park said during a 
phone interview with 
the Independent on 
Monday.

During that time, the 
Parks are staying in Nashville to 
be close to the baby.

Hoverson launched a 
GoFundMe campaign (visit 
tinyurl.com/adrian-park) on Dec. 
13 to help with the Parks’ medical 
bills and their extended stay in 
Tennessee, which will prevent 
them from fully preparing for the 
next growing season at Full Belly 
Farm.

The campaign has been met 
with an outpouring of community 
support.

By Wednesday morning, there 
had been 643 donations totaling 
$51,304.

“The support has been 
amazing,” Park said. “We’ve 
been blown away by it.”
FELLOW FARMERS

Among the hundreds of 
GoFundMe donors are many 
members of the Vermont farming 

community, including the folks 
at Blue Ledge Farm (Leicester), 
Brown’s Beautiful Blueberries 
(Craftsbury), Head Over 
Fields (Charlotte), Kroka Farm 
(Marlow, N.H.), Last Resort 
Farm (Monkton), Maple Wind 

Farm (Richmond), 
Stony Loam 
Farm (Charlotte), 
and the Vermont 
Compost Company 
(Montpelier).

Many not only 
donated money but 
also offered to help the 
Parks get back on their 
feet.

“Let us know if we 
can help farm-wise 

in the next few months,” wrote 
Eugenie Doyle of Last Resort 
Farm on the GoFundMe page.

“Please reach out if you need 
help — tractor work?” wrote 
Bruce Hennessey and Beth 
Whiting of Maple Wind Farm.

Full Belly Farm has also 
received offers of labor from 
folks in the local community — 
including people the Parks didn’t 
know.
SPRING BECKONS

The Parks anticipate some of 
the GoFundMe proceeds will go 
toward medical and other bills 
incurred during their time in 
Tennessee.

“It will take a while to figure 
out the insurance piece,” Park 
said. “We’re probably looking at 
dealing with that over the next 
year.”

And some financial support 
will likely be used to help the 

Parks cut back on 
some tasks that might 
otherwise have gotten 
done in early summer.

The Parks purchased 
their farm, which used 
to be known as the 
Norris Berry Farm, in 
2018. Full Belly Farm 
grows pick-your-own 
berries, produce, 
flowers and other 
plants, and operate a 
seasonal farm stand in 
Monkton.

Though this is the 
slow season for the 
Parks right now, being 
away from the farm 
for the next six-plus 

weeks will be hard, Stephen Park 
explained.

“We’ll have to hit the ground 
running when we get back,” he 
said. “We do a lot of plants in the 
spring — flowers and bedding 
plants — so we’ll need to get the 
greenhouses up and running.”

The Parks had also hoped to 
take care of a number of repairs 
and other maintenance issues 
over the winter, before the baby 
was born in February or so, but 
much of that is now up in the air.

“We have a friend working 
part-time on the farm right now, 
so that will help, but instead of 
having a relaxing winter, we’ll 
be coming off the most stressful 
thing we’ve ever had to deal 
with — and then hitting the busy 
season.”

But for now, the Parks are 
focused on their baby.

“Adrian is doing really well,” 
Park said. “He’s growing, and all 
signs seem to be that he’s going 
to come out of the hospital happy 
and healthy.”

Park emphasized again how 
“blown away” his family has been 
by the outpouring of community 
support, and he noted folks in 
Tennessee have been mightily 
impressed with the way Vermonters 
have come to the family’s aid.

“They say, ‘Wow, you must have 
a lot of friends and supporters up 
there,’” Park said. Then he paused 
for a moment. “I guess we do.”

Reach Christopher 
Ross at christopherr@
addisonindependent.com.

“Instead 
of having 
a relaxing 
winter, we’ll 
be coming 
off the most 
stressful 
thing we’ve 
ever had to 
deal with 
— and then 
hitting the 
busy season.”
— Stephen Park

“Never knew 
so many 
people would 
be excited 
over a few 
dirty diapers.

— Elizabeth 
Hoverson

Support
(Continued from Page 1A)

Keep up to date with all the action, read

Arts + Leisure
every Thursday in the Addy Indy!
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Your local dealer for Mitsubishi Cold Climate Heat Pumps
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From our home to yours, 
Happy Holidays!

We are working hard to do our part. 
Please, do yours.

Across the UVM Health Network, we are doing everything we can to respond to the ever-changing challenges of COVID-19. Today, nearly 
two years into this pandemic, we continue to fight the impact of this virus. Our emergency rooms are packed. Our Intensive Care Units 
are nearing capacity. All of our people, providing all types of care throughout our health system, are being pushed to the brink.
 
If you have not received your COVID-19 vaccines, you are putting yourself, your loved ones, your friends, your neighbors and your 
health care workers at risk.

The battle is far from over. Roughly 75% of the patients we treat in our ICUs for COVID-19-related illness are unvaccinated. In some cases, 
that number is much higher, and the outcomes are not always good. Similar trends prevail across Vermont and Northern New York.

What’s frustrating to all of us is that we know our best hope of ending this crisis is vaccination. The vast majority of eligible people living 
in Vermont (80%) and in New York (75%) have been vaccinated.

Yet, if you’ve chosen not to get vaccinated, you’re keeping the virus alive and putting everyone at risk.
 
We know vaccination isn’t a silver bullet against COVID-19 infection, especially with what we are learning about variants. But vaccination 
is the best protection we have against a severe case, and it’s the best way for you to stay out of the hospital or the ICU. Keeping you 
out of the hospital means we have more beds available if someone else has a heart attack, gets into a major car accident, or needs 
emergency surgery. It means reducing the pressure on our regional health care system and giving our workforce the relief they deserve.

It also may save your life.

There’s a lot of misinformation out there about COVID-19 vaccines. It’s time to set all of that aside and focus squarely on the real-life, hard-
earned lessons we’ve learned through the pandemic. With those lessons in mind, here’s what we ask of you:

• If you are not vaccinated — Get Vaccinated. 
• If you are vaccinated — Get Your Booster. 
• If you know someone who is not vaccinated — Help them get a vaccine.
• And regardless of your vaccination status, continue to do the things  

we know make a difference: Wear a mask. Clean your hands.  
Get tested when necessary. Distance when you are around others.  
Do not socialize when you feel ill. 

Please, share this message. Together, we can save lives.

COVID-19 vaccines are widely available in our region at pharmacies, doctors’ offices and other places. To find a vaccine appointment 
near you, go to www.vaccines.gov or call 1-800-232-0233.

John R. Brumsted, MD
President and Chief Executive Officer  
UVM Health Network

David W. Clauss, MD
Senior Vice President and
Chief Medical Officer 
UVM Health Network

Annette Macias-Hoag, DNP, MHA, 
BSN, RN, NEA-BC, CENP
Senior Vice President and 
Chief Nursing Officer 
UVM Health Network
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Midd hoop: Here 
we go again

SportsSports
BRIEFS

KARL LINDHOLM

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

12/15 Spaulding vs MUHS ................... 7-0
12/22 MUHS at Burr & Burton ............ Late

Boys’ Hockey
12/18 S. Burlington at MUHS .............Ppd.
12/20 MUHS vs Rutland ....................... 2-1
12/22 MVU at MUHS  ......................... Late

Boys’ Basketball
12/15 MUHS vs. OV ......................... 63-57
12/16 VUHS vs Fairfax ..................... 56-36
12/17 U-32 vs MUHS ........................ 61-51
12/17 Proctor at OV .................. Postponed
12/17 Spaulding vs Mt. Abe .............. 83-54
12/20 Woodstock vs OV ................... 49-45
12/21 Winooski vs Mt. Abe ............... 44-43
12/21 Colchester vs VUHS ............... 38-36
12/22 OV at Springfield ...................... Late

Girls’ Basketball
12/16 Mt. Abe vs BBA ....................... 37-36
12/16 Fair Haven vs OV ................... 60-33
12/17 VUHS vs Milton ...................... 42-26
12/17 MUHS vs U-32 ........................ 53-45
12/18 OV vs BBA .............................. 48-46
12/18 Mt. Abe vs Fair Haven ............ 43-22
12/20 VUHS vs Winooski ................. 58-27
12/21 Mt. Abe vs OV ......................... 27-11
12/21 Fair Haven vs MUHS .............. 39-19
12/22 Hazen at VUHS .............. Postponed

SCHEDULE
HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Girls’ Hockey
12/28 U-32 at MUHS .........................5 PM
12/29 Harwood at MUHS ...................5 PM

Boys’ Hockey
12/28 Brookline at MUHS (Tourn). .....7 PM
12/29 Tourn Final/Consol ..................(TBD)

Boys’ Basketball
12/23 Richford at VUHS ....................7 PM 
12/23 Colchester at MUHS ................7 PM
12/27 Winooski at VUHS ...................7 PM
12/27 OV at Windsor .........................7 PM
12/28  Randolph at Mt. Abe ...............7 PM
12/29 OV at Brattleboro .....................7 PM
12/30 Mill River at MUHS ..................7 PM

Girls’ Basketball
(See Schedule, Page 4B)

When the note came across my 
computer that the college was 
shutting down early for the holiday 
break, the Thursday before the last 
day of classes and the week prior to 
exams, I was dismayed. 

“Here we 
go again,” I 
couldn’t help but 
think, though 
the message was 
that this step was 
being taken “out 
of an abundance 
of caution.” 

I clearly remember March of 
2020 when the campus closed to 
in-person learning the first time. 
I was irritated, certain it was an 
overreaction. Shows how much 
I know. We were told then that 
students were going home early for 
Spring Break and the hope was that 
in-person school would start back 
up in a couple weeks. 

Oh-oh, fool me once, . . . . 
I am now tentative in most 

things, cautious, a leaf in the 
wind, so little seems certain in our 
COVID-circumscribed lives. 

To be honest, my most 
immediate response this time was 
disappointment that the Middlebury 
men’s basketball games the next 
night against Skidmore and two 
days later against Stevens were 
being postponed. 

I know, I know, there are larger 
worries with COVID and its 
continued presence and spread, 
but I take my pandemic pleasures 
where I can. I was so looking 
forward to those games, as was my 
coterie of Midd hoop friends who 
try never to miss a game. 

MIDDLEBURY — Milton 
defeated the Middlebury 
gymnastics team on Dec. 15, 
81.75-64.72, in the Middlebury 
Union Middle School gymnasium. 

Milton gymnasts Brennan 
Miller and Allysa Picht combined 
to win all five disciplines to spark 
their team. 

Mary Johnson led the Tigers 
with one second-place finish 
and three third-place efforts, and 
Alyza Alger earned a second and 
a third. 

The top three finishers in each 
event were: 

• Vault: 1. Miller (Milt), 8.0; 
2. Picht (Milt), 7.7; 3. Johnson 
(MUHS), 7.35. 

• Bars: 1. Miller (Milt), 6.0; 2. 
Johnson (MUHS), 5.7; 3. Alger 
(MUHS), 4.8.

• Beam: 1. Picht (Milt), 9.2; 
2. Miller (Milt), 7.8; 3. Johnson 
(MUHS), 7.2.

• Floor: 1. Picht (Milt), 6.6; 2. 
Alger (MUHS), 5.85; 3. Miller 
(Milt), 5.5.

• All-around: 1. Miller (Milt), 
27.35; 2. Picht (Milt), 27.2; 3. 
Johnson (MUHS), 24.95.

The Tigers are scheduled to visit 
St. Johnsbury on Thursday, Dec. 
23, and host Harwood at 5 p.m. on 
Dec. 30.

Milton outpoints
MUHS gymnasts

Boys’ basketball teams see mixed results early on

(See Boys’ hoop, Page 4B)

ADDISON COUNTY — Middlebury defeated 
Otter Valley in the opener of their boys’ basketball 
seasons, while in other recent boys’ high school 
hoop action, Vergennes split two games, the Otters 
and Tigers each dropped a contest, and Mount 
Abraham lost twice.
MUHS VS. OV

In the Dec. 15 opener for both teams, the host 
Tigers topped the Otters, 63-57. There were 
lead changes, but the Tigers held the advantage 
entering the fourth quarter and didn’t allow OV 
to come closer than five points down the stretch.

Penn Riney sparked the Tigers with 32 points 

and 14 rebounds, and Jack Trudeau scored 11.
Elijah Tucker-Bryant led OV with 16 points, 

and freshman Logan Letourneau debuted with 
13.

On Friday, visiting U-32 defeated MUHS, 61-
51, as Raider Elvin Stowell tossed in 24 points and 
his team pulled away from a one-point halftime 
lead. Riney (15 points) and Trudeau (14) again 
led the 1-1 Tigers, who will host Colchester this 
Thursday.

On Monday, visiting Woodstock pulled away 
in the fourth quarter for a 49-45 victory over 
the Otters. The 1-3 Wasps nailed down the win 

with seven free throws in the final minute, six by 
Declan McCullough, who scored a game-high 
17. 

The Wasps never trailed, but OV cut a seven-
point halftime deficit to 34-33 entering the fourth 
quarter before Woodstock took charge again. 

Hayden Bernhardt led the 0-2 Otters with 10 
points and 13 rebounds, Owen Thomas scored 
nine, and Letourneau added eight.

The Otters’ Friday home game vs. Proctor was 
postponed. They were set to visit Springfield on 
Wednesday.

Eagles use
D, big 2nd
half to top
Otter Valley
By ANDY KIRKALDY

BRANDON — After a first half 
on Tuesday that featured a combined 
23 turnovers and ended with the 
host Otter Valley girls’ basketball 
team clinging to a 9-7 lead over 
Mount Abraham, the question was 
whether either team was going to 
play up to its capabilities in the 
second half.

Both were coming off big wins 
in Fair Haven’s tournament late 
last week. The Otters had rallied 
to edge Burr & Burton, 48-46, and 
the Eagles had dealt the host Slaters 
their only loss, 43-22.

But on Tuesday only one team 
came alive after the break. With a 

spark from senior Abby Reen the 
Eagles outscored the Otters, 10-0, 
in the third quarter on the way to a 
27-11 victory. Mount Abe improved 

to 3-1, while OV dropped to 1-3.
The surge started when senior 

forward Laura Bonar converted a 
Reen feed into the lane. Then Reen 

and junior forward Payton Vincent 
ran a sweet pick-and-roll play from 
the foul line that Vincent finished 

OV’S BRITTNEY JACKSON bolts up the court with Mount Abe’s Madi Gile, left, in pursuit, and Maia 
Jensen, right, trying to cut her off. The Eagles had a big second half in their victory at OV.

Independent photo/Steve James

(See Hoops, Page 2B)

Boys’ hockey holds off Rutland
Solid victory over Ravens moves Tigers’ record to 2-0

(See Hockey, Page 3B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury Union High School 
boys’ hockey team withstood 
visiting Rutland’s third-period 
surge on Monday to knock off the 
previously undefeated Ravens, 2-1. 

The Tigers improved to 2-0, and 
were scheduled to host Missisquoi 
on Wednesday after the deadline 
for this edition. They will host 
a four-team tournament on this 
coming Tuesday and Wednesday, 
starting with a 7 p.m. Tuesday 
game vs. Brookline, Mass. 

The Tigers controlled most of 

the first two periods on Monday 
and took the 2-1 lead courtesy of 
goals by sophomore forward Toby 
Draper in the opening 12 minutes 
and senior defenseman Joey Niemo 
on a second-period power play.

But they needed senior goalie 
Eddie Hodde to be on point in the 
third period, when Hodde made 11 
of his 22 saves, most of those in 
the opening seven minutes as the 
Ravens seized the momentum. 

The Tigers responded by 
regaining their composure over 
the remaining eight minutes and 
forcing the action into the Rutland 

end.
First-year coach and former 

Tiger player Jordan Stearns was 
pleased with his Division II team’s 
performance against an undefeated 
D-I foe, particularly with the 
way it answered the Ravens’ late 
challenge.

“They really put the pressure on 
us in the third. They’re averaging 
five, six goals a game. Eddie 
played extremely well back there 
for us, and as a team we really held 
it together,” Stearns said. “It was 
really just a team win all the way 

TIGER SOPHOMORE CLYDE Malhotra stretches to control the puck while Rutland goalie Noah Bruttomesso sprawls during Monday’s boys’ hockey game in Middlebury. The 
Tigers edged the Ravens, 2-1.

Independent photos/Steve James

TIGER SENIOR MATT Kiernan sees Rutland goalie Noah 
Bruttomesso stick aside his bid during Monday’s night’s game in 
Middlebury. Bruttomesso made 27 saves, but the Tigers won, 2-1.
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MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street
    802-388-4937
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Open
7 days

40lb Heron Black 
Oil Sunflower Seed*
 $23.99

High Energy - $10.99
Mixed Flavor and 

Woodpecker Blend - $12.99

Suet Plus 10pks* 

*Sale ends 12/31/21
While Supplies Last

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Closing at 4pm on 12/24 and 12/31. 
Closed 12/25 & 12/26 and 1/1 & 1/2. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Farm-raised Renewable Natural Gas.
Achieving your sustainability goals is easy with RNG. 
Learn more at vgsvt.com/RNG.

Get your

20
21

/2
0

22Pass
Today

season

For more information and details visit our websites.

 SNOWBOWL RIKERT 
ADULT (19-69) $529 $185
ALUM $479 $166.50
FAMILY ---- $360 
JUNIOR $410 $99
YOUTH $169 $99
SENIOR 70+ $179 $125 (62+)  
MIDD FAC/STAFF $329 $138.75
MIDD STUDENT $99 $75
UPHILL $50 ----
SH. PARENT/GUARD. $559 ----

MIDDLEBURYSNOWBOWL.COM

RIKERT.COM

By ANDY KIRKALDY
RIPTON — The Division II 

Middlebury Union High School 
girls’ Nordic team on Dec. 15 
prevailed against a team of four 
D-I competitors at Rikert Nordic 
Center, edging second-place Mount 
Mansfield by two points, 22-24.

The rest of the girls’ field were 
CVU (44 points), St. Albans (69) 
and South Burlington (97).

The Tiger boys fared less 
well against the challenging 
competition, coming in fourth. The 
boys’ team standings were MMU 
(19), CVU (20), St. Albans (49), 
MUHS 66 and South Burlington 
(122).

Ninth-graders Beth McIntosh and 
Ava Schneider finished 2-3 in the 
girls’ race, and senior Astrid Olsen 
and junior Lia Robinson finished 
eighth and ninth, respectively, as 
the other two Tiger scorers.

Sophomore Baxter Harrington 
led the Tiger boys by taking 13th 
over the 4.5-kilometer course, and 
junior teammate Eliot Schneider 
was next in 16th. 

Two Mount Abraham 
independents who train with the 

MUHS team also exceled in the 
boys’ race: Lorenzo Atocha took 
ninth in 11:12, and Abel Atocha 
finished 15th in 11:41.6.

Mount Mansfield skiers won 
both races as individuals. Hattie 
Barker claimed the girls’ event in 
11:28.13, and Brady Morigeau 
took the boys’ race in 10:06.5.

The Tiger teams are next 
scheduled to compete this coming 
Tuesday at a classic competition 
hosted by Essex High School.

The Tiger competitors in the 
Dec. 15 girls’ race and their times 
were (actual, not scoring, finishes 
used for both races): 2. McIntosh, 
11:28.3; A. Schneider, 12:10.6; 
8. Olsen, 14:02.3; 9. Robinson, 
14:05.2; 23. Ella Landis, 15:40.8; 
24. Naomi Brightman, 15:45.8; 29. 
Ari Graham-Gurland, 16:18.4; 32. 
Dahlia Harrison-Irwin, 17:21.9.

The Tiger competitors in the 
boys’ race and their times were: 13. 
Harrington, 11:32.6; 3. Schneider, 
11:44.6; 18. Trey Bosworth, 
11:54.3; 30. Haakon Olsen, 
12:51.4; 33. Matthew Berg, 13:06; 
Aaron Carr-Perlow, 13:13.5; Baker 
Nelson, 13.22.6. 

TIGER SKIER DAHLIA Harrison-Irwin, front, overtakes a CVU 
competitor during the varsity girls’ race at Rikert Nordic Center on 
Wednesday, Dec. 15. The MUHS girls prevailed in a five-team field. 

Photo courtesy of Joe McVeigh

Girls’ Nordic opens
with win; boys 4th

while being fouled. Vincent missed 
the free throw, but Reen swooped in 
for the put-back, and suddenly the 
Eagles led, 13-9.

OV Coach Ray Counter called for 
time at 5:38, but it didn’t slow the 
Eagles or Reen, who hit a transition 
jumper at 5:15 to make it 15-9. 

At 3:06, Reen scored on the break 
again to complete a 10-0 quarter in 
which she had three buckets and 
two assists and ended with Mount 
Abe up, 17-9.

“Abby played like a senior 
tonight,” said Eagle Coach Connie 
LaRose. “She took charge.”

Reen said at halftime the Eagles 
talked about playing with more 
composure, the poise that also 
allowed Bonar and Vincent to finish 
in traffic to open the period.

“The discussion was we needed 
to be less frantic,” Reen said. “We 
knew that we were a better team. 
So we just said, ‘Listen up. We just 
need to play our own game and calm 
down.’ And that’s what we did.”

LaRose said the Eagles had 
started to play better in the second 
quarter, with fewer turnovers and 
more rebounds than in the first, but 
the shots were not falling because 
the Eagles were not relaxed.

“I thought they were a little bit 
tight,” LaRose said. “I said we’re not 
really doing a lot of things wrong. 
We’re just not getting production of 
what we are doing.”

Counter said the Otters’ defense 
has been a constant, but their 
offensive inconsistency has been an 
issue. He admitted he was surprised 
to see 11 points on the board three 
days after his team scored 48.

“We’ve been working on our 
defense. I didn’t really expect us to 
have the offensive struggles we’ve 
had so far this season,” Counter 
said. “We got a lot of shots today 

that were there. We just need to 
finish them.”

Counter acknowledged that as 
the Eagles made their third quarter 
run, the Otters started rushing shots 
rather than sticking with the game 
plan. In the first half, even though 
they weren’t always converting, the 
shots were better, he said.

“We did rush and got away from 
the things that were working for us 
earlier in the game.” he said. “We 
need to do that more in practice and 
get confident in those situations, and 
I think we’ll be fine.”

Certainly Counter had to be 
happy with the defensive effort. 
The Otters forced seven first-quarter 
turnovers on the way to a 7-4 lead. 
Buckets came from an Emily Peduto 
put-back, a Ryleigh LaPorte steal 
and layup, and Alice Keith’s sweet 
baseline drive. Bonar, assisted by 
Madi Gile, and Reen countered for 
the Eagles.

Hoops
(Continued from Page 1B)

But OV struggled with turnovers, 
and the Eagles dominated the boards 
in the second period. OV managed 
only a Peduto layup on a great Keith 
pass, and Mount Abe cut the lead to 
9-7 on a Reen hoop in the lane and a 
Lucy Parker free throw. 

Then came the pivotal third 
quarter. Peduto gave OV some hope 
with a put-back to open the fourth, 
giving her a team-high six points. 
That made it 17-11, and the Otters 
had rallied from that many down to 
defeat Burr & Burton. 

But that was it for the OV attack. 
Vincent soon converted in the post, 
Reen sank a floater in the lane and 
three free throws, and Maia Jensen 
drained a three to close the scoring. 

Counter said the Otters sometimes 
“seem to forget” what they are 
capable of, even though they scored 
48 points just three days before. He 
will remind them of their offensive 
talent.

“It’s something we’re going to 
work at, and we’ll get better,” he 
promised.  

Reen finished with team highs 

of 15 points and 10 boards, and 
added four steals. Gile led with five 
steals, Vincent added six rebounds 
to her four points, Bonar added 
five boards to her four points, and 
Jensen contributed three assists and 
three steals.

Those steals might be the key 
stats, according to Reen.

“Defense is what’s making us win 
all these games,” Reen said. “We’re 
talking a lot about hands wide, so 
we’re not drawing a lot of those 
fouls. Hands wide, quick feet, stay 
low. And we’re doing a lot of that 
in practice, and it’s really helping.”

The Eagles and their coach are 
also aware they won just once in 
this past year’s shortened season, 
and they are motivated.

“We’re at 3-1, and all of last 
season we won one game,” LaRose 
said. “I’m happy for the kids. 
They’re beginning to feel good 
about themselves, and they’re 
working well together. They’re 
working hard in practice, and 
they’ve got a really positive vibe all 
the time.”

OV SENIOR BRITTNEY Jackson had inside position for this 
rebound, but Eagles Abby Reen, left, and Laura Bonar make her work 
hard to keep the ball during Tuesday’s girls’ basketball game at Otter 
Valley.

OV SENIOR ALICE Keith works up court as Eagle Maia Jensen tries to slow her down. The Eagle 
defense held Keith and the Otters in check in Mount Abe’s victory. 

Independent photos/Steve James

Girls’ basketball teams earn victories
By ANDY KIRKALDY

ADDISON COUNTY — Mount 
Abraham won Fair Haven’s annual 
Canfield Classic late last week to 
highlight recent local high school 
girls’ basketball action. Otter 
Valley split a pair of games at that 
tournament, and those two teams 
were set to square off on Tuesday in 
Brandon (see story on Page 1B).

Elsewhere in high school girls’ 
basketball, Vergennes won a pair 
of games to remain unbeaten, and 
Middlebury rallied to win a road 
contest before falling at home on 
Tuesday to Fair Haven.
SLATER TOURNEY

In Thursday’s opening games at 
Fair Haven’s four-team tournament 
host Fair Haven broke away from 

the Otters in the second quarter in a 
60-33 victory. OV led by 12-11 early 
in the second period, but the Slaters 
closed the half on a 14-1 run and 
continued the surge after the break. 

For the Slaters Isabelle Cole 
had 20 points and Kate Hadwen 
contributed 16 points and eight 
rebounds. Alice Keith scored 13 for 

(See Wrap, Page 3B)

EYES ON THE prize: Eagles Payton Vincent, left and Maia Jensen 
and OV’s Brittney Jackson all make a move toward a loose ball 
during the Mount Abe girls’ basketball team’s win at Otter Valley on 
Tuesday.
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Memorial Sports Center
296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT

802-388-1238
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Upcoming Events

SKATE SHARPENING
AVAILABLE DURING ALL EVENTS

� ursday, December 23, 2021
Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am

Stick & Puck 3:30-5:00 pm

Sunday, December 26, 2021
Public Skating 2:30 pm - 4:00 pm

Tuesday, December 28, 2021
Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am 

� ursday December 30, 2021
Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am

Friday, December 31, 2021
Free Public Skating 7:00 - 8:30 pm

Tuesday, January 4, 2021
Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am

� ursday, January 6, 2021
Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am

Published schedules subject to change. 
See MSC website for latest updates

Free Fireworks 
afterward!

sponsored by sponsored by 
American Legion post #27American Legion post #27

through. They didn’t give into the 
pressure Rutland was pouring on in 
the third period. I’m really happy 
with the effort from the guys.”

All three lines took it to Rutland 
from the opening faceoff. The 
Tigers outshot the Ravens by 10-6 
in each of the first two periods, and 
the chances started early, when 
Raven goalie Noah Bruttomesso 
stopped MUHS senior forward 
Matt Kiernan on his doorstep when 
Kiernan tried to cash in a Niemo 
rebound. 

Bruttomesso (27 saves) also 
stopped sophomore forward Kellan 
Bartlett from the slot five minutes 
in, but could not deny Draper in 
transition at 5:37. Senior forward 
Jordan Martin sprung Bartlett 
out of the Tiger end, and Bartlett 
relayed to Draper steaming down 
the right side. Draper reached the 
right circle before finding the lower 
left corner with a crisp wrister.

Hodde made his best save of the 
period with about 4:30 to go. He 
slid to his right to stop Timothy 
Peer at the left post on a cross-
crease setup from Cameron Rider. 
Bruttomesso matched him in the 
period’s final minute by stopping a 
Draper one-timer.

B r u t t o m e s s o 
also kept the Tigers 
off the board in 
an early second-
period power play, 
stopping Draper and 
sophomore defender 
Eliot Heminway 
from point-blank 
and covering up the 
second rebound with 
sophomore Clyde 
Malhotra hunting it.

The Ravens 
equalized at 8:04. 
Ethan Widewake sent the puck 
behind the net from the right side, 
and it took a funny bounce and 
popped out to William Alexander 
at the left post. Alexander quickly 
tucked the gift home. 

MUHS retook the lead at 10:48. 
With the Tigers on a power play 
Niemo picked up a loose puck 
between the top of the circles 
and wristed it through a crowd, 
including Malhotra providing a 
screen out front. The puck found 
its way into the upper right corner. 

Rutland had a chance to tie on its 
own power play, but Hodde snared 
Alden Good’s screened shot from 
the left circle with two seconds left 
in the period.

Hodde had to be sharp as the 
third period opened as the Tigers 
had trouble clearing their zone 
against a more aggressive Raven 
forecheck. Hodde made strong 
saves on Alexander and Patrick 
Cooley in the first two minutes. 
Five minutes in Hodde did well to 
seal off the right post on a Cooley 
wraparound bid.

But the momentum changed. 
“They really jumped on us in 

the first part of the third period,” 
Stearns said. “But what I’m happy 
about is the guys … answered it 
again to come back.” 

Stearns pinpointed a critical shift 

when Iver Anderson and Kiernan 
worked the puck into the Rutland 
zone and bottled up the Ravens.

“They got the puck deep, and 
they kept the puck 
deep,” he said. 
“That’s really what 
turned the tide.”

The defense of 
Niemo, Heminway 
and juniors Cole 
Schnoor and Henry 
Hunsdorfer also 
reasserted itself, 
although Hodde had 
to make one more 
key save after the 
Ravens pulled their 
goalie, getting his 

left shoulder on Cooley’s late bid 
at the right post.

Especially given his team has 
only four seniors, Stearns said he 
was happy on Monday with its 
discipline on the ice, its offensive 
and defensive work in transition 
in the neutral zone, and its 

Hockey
(Continued from Page 1B)

THIS SHOT BY Tiger Clyde Malhotra, behind the net, bounced between the pads of Rutland goalie Noah 
Bruttomesso and into the crease, but the Raven defense cleared it before Tiger Jordan Martin, left, could 
tuck it home. The Tigers topped visiting Rutland, 2-1, on Monday.

Independent photo/Steve James

TIGER SENIOR JORDAN Martin had a good look at goal on Monday, 
but Rutland goalie Noah Bruttomesso was equal to the task. The 
Tigers prevailed, 2-1, despite Bruttomesso’s 27 stops. 

Independent photo/Steve James

“It was really 
just a team win 
all the way 
through. They 
didn’t give into 
the pressure 
Rutland was 
pouring on in the 
third period.”

— MUHS Coach 
Jordan Stearns

contributions from all three lines. 
“I’m feeling really good. The 

guys are working hard in practice,” 
Stearns said. “That’s really making 

the difference, too. If we can keep 
doing that and keep getting better, 
then I think we’re going to be in 
pretty good shape.” 

OV, and Emily Peduto added six. 
The Eagles edged Burr & Burton, 

37-36, in the other Thursday game. 
Mount Abe entered the fourth 
quarter with a big lead, but the 
Bulldogs rallied to go ahead, 34-33, 
with less than three minutes to go. 

After Abby Reen put the Eagles 
back on top by hitting a crucial three, 
BBA tied the score at 36-36 with 12 
seconds left. But Maia Jensen sank 
a free throw with four seconds to go 
to give Mount Abe the win. Reen (17 
points) and Jensen (10) led the Eagle 
offense. Ainerose Souza scored 10 
points for BBA.

On Saturday both the Eagles and 
Otters prevailed. The Eagles (2-1) 
avenged an earlier home loss by 
topping the Slaters, 43-22. Mount 
Abe led at the break, 20-17, after 
erasing an early Fair Haven lead, and 
then took charge by outscoring the 
Slaters by 15-5 in the third quarter 
and shutting them out in the fourth. 

“The girls played great D,” said 
Coach Connie LaRose. “After the 
first quarter they really took away 
everything Fair Haven wanted to 
do.”

Jensen led a balanced Eagle 
attack with 15 points, followed by 
Madi Gile with eight and Reen and 
Lucy Parker with seven each. Lily 
Briggs led the Slaters with seven 
points.

The Otters broke through for their 
first win, 48-46, over Burr & Burton 
with a dramatic fourth-quarter 
rally. OV trailed entering the fourth 
quarter, 38-33, and still was behind, 
44-39, midway through the period, 
when buckets from Keith and 
Peduto sliced the lead to one. 

The game the went back and 
forth. BBA led, 46-45, in the final 
seconds. But Keith stole a BBA pass 
under the OV hoop and laid it in for 
an Otter lead. After another BBA 
turnover Keith was fouled and hit a 
free throw for the final margin. 

Keith paced OV with 21 points, 
Peduto and Anna Lee added six 
apiece, and Ryleigh LaPorte 
played strong second-half defense 
on Neveah Camp, who scored 21 for 

the Bulldogs. 
COMMODORES

On Friday VUHS dispatched 
visiting Milton, 42-26, putting 
the game away by outscoring the 
Yellowjackets, 14-5, in the third 
period. 

The Commodores played tough 
team defense and got a balanced 
offensive effort, led by Felicia 
Poirier (13 points, six rebounds, 
seven steals, three blocks), Ryley 
Dubois (12 points, six rebounds) 
and Kyra Bradford (11 points, 
seven rebounds, five assists, four 
steals). Mallory Chalmers scored 
seven for Milton.

On Monday the Commodores 
improved to 3-0 by dispatching host 
Winooski, 58-27. Poirier set the tone 
with 17 of her 19 points in the first 
half, adding 17 rebounds and eight 
steals overall. 

Dubois scored a career-high 18; 
Bradford helped across the board 
with seven points, eight assists and 
nine rebounds; and Kaelin Sullivan 
chipped in six points, four assists 
and four steals.

The Commodores’ Wednesday 
game vs. Hazen was postponed.
TIGERS

On Friday the Tigers rallied past 
host U-32, 53-45. MUHS trailed by 
four entering the fourth quarter and 
took the lead for good at 41-40, and 
then outscored the Raiders by 12-5 
down the stretch. “It felt like a gritty 
win,” said Coach Chris Altemose.

Cady Pitner scored 19 to spark 
the Tigers, adding six rebounds. 
Ele Sellers tossed in 16, and Ivy 
Doran added six rebounds. Alaina 
Beauregard led the Raiders with 10 
points.

On Tuesday visiting Fair Haven 
(3-1) bested the Tigers, 39-19, 
allowing MUHS just nine points 
after the first quarter. Briggs paced 
the Slaters with 14 points, and Cole 
added 11.

Sellers and Hannah Turner 
scored six apiece for the 2-2 Tigers, 
and Pitner pulled down eight 
rebounds. Altemose said the Slaters 
were scrappy, but the Tigers “just 
didn’t play well.”

Wrap
(Continued from Page 2B)
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MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
     388 Exchange Street Open

7 days

www.MiddleburyAgway.com

Men’s Carhartt
Jackets, Vests and Bibs

20% OFF

        802-388-4937 
Mon. - Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4

Jackets, Vests and BibsJackets, Vests and BibsJackets, Vests and Bibs

Sale ends 12/24/21 
Cannot be combined with 

any other sale or offer 
and while supplies last.

Sale ends 12/24/21 

PLUS All Kids’PLUS All Kids’
Carhartt!Carhartt!

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Closing at 4pm on 12/24 and 12/31. 
Closed 12/25 & 12/26 and 1/1 & 1/2.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!

 

SomaworkSomaworkss    ••    MiddleburMiddleburyy,,  VT VT 
802-388-3362 802-388-3362 

  Wellness        
    Directory

Want to 
advertise within 
this directory?

Contact Sydney for information:  
sydneys@addisonindependent.com  

or call 802-388-4944

Georgia Dune CMT, LE 
DuneSpavt@gmail.com

802-377-2507
DuneSpaVT.com

DuneSpa

Exceptional Bodywork
and Skin Care

Practitioner  Practitioner  
of the Weekof the Week

Donna Belcher, 
M.A., psychologist-
master, has been 
in private practice 
in Vermont for 34 
years. She has felt 
privileged to work 
with a wide variety 
of people. She has 
experience with 
such challenges 
as: depression, 
anxiety, grief, 
chronic illness, 
divorce, caregiver 
burnout, work 
stress, mid life 
transitions and 
developing a 
deeper connection with creativity 
and life purpose.

My office is currently open for 
telephone, online, and in person 
appointments.

Most insurances now cover 
telephone and video.

Donna Belcher, 
MA Licensed 
Psychologist 

- Master, 
Psychotherapy
 & Hypnosis

SomaworkSomaworkss    ••    MiddleburMiddleburyy,,  VT VT 
802-388-3362 802-388-3362 

99 Maple Street, Historic Marble Works, Middlebury, VT 05753
802-388-3241 • Open: Tues-Sat, 10am-4pm

Girls’ Basketball
12/23 U-32 at Mt. Abe ........................7 PM
12/27 Winooski at VUHS ...................7 PM 
12/27 OV at Windsor  ........................7 PM
12/28  Randolph at Mt. Abe ...............7 PM
12/29 OV at Brattleboro .....................7 PM
12/30 Mill River at MUHS .................. 7 PM 

Gymnastics
12/23 MUHS at St. J ..........................Noon

Indoor Track
12/27 VUHS at UVM .......................... 8 AM
12/30 VUHS at UVM .......................... 8 AM

Nordic
12/28 MUHS at Essex  .................... 11 AM

Wrestling
12/21 Spauld/MUHS at VUHS ......5:30 PM
12/22 Mt. Abe at Colchester ..............7 PM
12/29...... OV/VUHS/Mt. Abe at MUHS Trn.

The Middlebury men’s team so 
far this year is 8-2 — and has been 
a revelation! Little was known 
about the team and not much was 
expected.  

The top six players in last year’s 
lost season were all seniors. Rarely 
if ever have there been such a 
collection of good players at 
Middlebury in a single class. The 
year before, they led the Panthers 
to a 21-6 record and qualified 
for the NCAA tournament (the 
11th time in 13 years for Midd), 
winning their first game and losing 
the second by just a bucket. 

This year’s team is brand new, 
to Panther fans a blank slate. None 
of the returning players averaged 
more than five minutes of playing 
time or two points a game. There’s 
not a senior on the club.

The first game was on the road at 
Wentworth Institute on Nov. 4, and 
the Panthers won, 73-56. In that 
game, Alex Sobel, a 6’8” center 
scored 30 points, had 17 rebounds 
and four blocked shots, an 
absolutely dominant performance.

That was good news indeed. 
Alex played only nine games his 
frosh year in 2020, not returning 
to school after the holiday break. 
He is back with a vengeance: after 
10 games, he is leading the league 
(NESCAC) in rebounds with 12.8 a 
game and blocked shots (3.9, fourth 
in the country), and is second in 
scoring with 18.8 a game. 

The second game of the season 
was a home game against Keene 
State, our first chance to see this 
club. The Panthers lost, 86-77 to 
a solid team (8-2 at this point). It 
was not a discouraging loss despite 
the fact that our most experienced 
backcourt player, Nash Goldman, 
was injured only eight minutes into 
the game (a broken wrist, out for 
the season). 

The Middlebury team was 
resilient in this early game 
and played hard. Fans went 
away knowing that the season 
was not going to be a disaster, 
reinforcements had arrived! Sobel 

Lamine Cisse, a 6’4” forward, is 
playing 10 minutes a game and 
showing real potential. 

A wonderful milestone was 
reached in the 86-81 win against 
Endicott on Nov. 28: Coach Jeff 
Brown won his 400th game at 
Middlebury, the most wins of any 
Panther basketball coach in the 
100-plus years of the game here. 
He also has the highest winning 
percentage — .653. Now in his 24th 
year at Middlebury, he has forged 
a brilliant career and is facing one 
of his greatest challenges with this 

post-pandemic unit.
So this year’s team has greatly 

exceeded our most optimistic 
expectations — to this point! We 
have yet to play a conference game 
and NESCAC is one of the top 
basketball leagues in the country. 
Amherst and Hamilton come to 
Pepin Gym the first weekend 
students are assumed to be back 
and school is in session (Jan. 7 
and 8). Amherst is undefeated at 
8-0; Williams, the other perennial 
power, is 9-0, and Wesleyan is 9-1 
to date. 

The 10 NESCAC games will 
be very tough, with teams deeper 
and more experienced than the 
Panthers, but whatever the result of 
those tests, the Middlebury team is 
young and the future is bright.  

The Skidmore game that was 
postponed has been rescheduled 
for Tuesday, Jan. 4. The most 
recent missive from the college 
states: “The brief transition to 
remote learning and curtailment 
of activities … will help us to 
transition back to in-person 
instruction as quickly as possible.”

had 21 points and 15 boards 
against Keene. Noah Osher is a 
good outside shooter, a need on the 
team, and scored 16 points (he’s 
averaging 14 for the season). First-
year Sam Stevens followed his 
22-point effort against Wentworth 
with 17 more against Keene. 

Stevens is a very talented, 
versatile player, a 6’5” guard, 
who can shoot the three, go to the 
basket, and handle the ball. He is 
fifth in NESCAC in scoring with 
over 18 points a game. He is one of 
three frosh in the starting five for 
Middlebury. Joining him are Jaden 
Bobbett, a 6’2” guard, and 6’6” 
forward David Brennan.

Brennan is a relentless inside 
player, playing nearly 30 minutes 
a game, never taking a bad shot, 
and averaging a double-double, 
10 points and 10 rebounds a game. 
Bobbett is fearless and has taken 
over the crucial point position and 
is more steady in every game — 
trial by fire. A fourth first-year, 

Lindholm
(Continued from Page 1B)

ScheduleSchedule
(Continued from Page 1B)

JUNIOR ALEX SOBEL leads the resurgent the Middlebury College men’s basketball team (8 wins-2 losses). He is first among all NESCAC 
players in rebounds (12.8 a game) and blocked shots (3.9) and is second in scoring (18.8). 

Middlebury College photo/Will Costello

MIDDLEBURY MEN’S BASKETBALL coach Jeff Brown celebrated his 400th win at Middlebury on Nov. 
29 with an 86-81 victory over Endicott. Now in his 24th year, Brown holds the record for most wins at 
Middlebury and also the highest winning percentage (.653).

Middlebury College photo/Will Costello

GRANVILLE, N.Y. — The 
Middlebury Union High School 
wrestling team was the top local 
squad at Saturday’s invitational 

tournament in Granville, N.Y., as 
five Tigers earned podium finishes 
and MUHS, with 80 points, placed 
sixth out of 14 teams.

Otter Valley wrestlers tied 
for 10th place in the Coach Ken 
Harrison Memorial Tournament 
with 49 points, and Vergennes 
claimed 13th with 34 points.

Each of the three local schools 
had a wrestler finish second.

Freshman Avery Carl led the 
way for MUHS by taking second 
at 132 pounds. Carl won his first 
two matches by pin and a technical 
fall before losing in the final, 6-1, 
to CVU’s Tanner Poquette. Carl 
improved his record to 4-1. 

Senior Calvin Kennett wrestled 
at 172 and took third with a 3-1 
record that included three pins. 

Freshman Alex Sperry took 
third at 118 with a 3-1 record. He 
earned third place by upsetting the 
No. 3 seed from host Granville.

Senior Tucker Kennett at 160 
and sophomore Owen Larrow at 
172 both placed fourth with 2-2 
records. 

Sophomore Chris White at 
160 didn’t place, but scored a 
win by pin and important team 
points, according to Coach Ethan 
Raymond.  

Two Vergennes wrestlers made 
the podium. Taylor Stearns earned 
second place at 152, losing, 4-1, 

to a Mechanicville-Stillwater 
wrestler in the championship 
match. At 126, Commodore Eli 
Brace was third, blanking a CVU 
wrestler, 7-0, in the consolation 
final.

For Otter Valley, Simon Martin 
was the top finisher, earning 
second place at 215. He was 
pinned in the final.

Two Otters claimed fourth 
place; Jackson Marks at 110 and 
Austin Cormany at 138 were both 
pinned in the consolation final. 

Other Otters wrestling at the 
meet were Kingston Cotter at 
126, Ben Marks at 145, Malachi 
Sheldrick at 152 and Tucker 
Babcock at 160.
EARLIER MATCHES

Tiger wrestling had opened 
on Dec. 14 by splitting a pair of 
dual matches hosted by Mount 
Mansfield. 

The host Cougars edged the 
Tigers, 39-34. Winning for MUHS 
in contested matches were Carl at 
132 and Sperry at 120, both by 
decision, and Liam Wagner at 220 
by a third-period pin. 

The Tigers defeated Mount 
Abe 27-12. In contested matches 
at 120, Eagle Devin Hemingway 
pinned Sperry; at 138, Carl edged 
Matt Conant, 3-1; and at 152, 
Eagle Lucas Grover pinned junior 
Milo Gordon.

Tiger wrestlers place 6th in Granville

COMMODORES
On Dec. 16, the Commodores 

made their season debut with a 56-
36 victory over host Fairfax. Tim 
Ashley led VUHS with 22 points 
off the bench, and Tyler Bergmans 
contributed 12 points and 12 
rebounds. 

On Tuesday, host Colchester edged 
VUHS, 38-36. Zach Davis sparked 
the Division I Lakers with 20 points 
and 12 rebounds. Bergmans scored 
14 for the D-III Commodores.

VUHS (1-1) will host Richford 
this Thursday.
EAGLES

On Friday, visiting Spaulding 
(2-0) broke on top early and cruised 
to an 83-54 victory over the Eagles. 
Cooper Diego scored 18 to lead a 
balanced Tide attack.

Henry Cogswell tossed in 24 for 
Mount Abe, and Daniel Rodriguez 
and Chance Denecker each chipped 
in eight.

On Tuesday, host Winooski 
edged the Eagles, 44-43, when 
Daniel Surma sank a layup in the 
final seconds. Trevon Bradley led 
the Spartans with 16 points and 
six assists, including on the game-
winning bucket. 

Denecker scored 18 to lead the 1-2 
Eagles. Cogswell added nine points, 
and Gavin Bannister contributed 
eight.

Boys 
(Continued from Page 1B)
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Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

The Vergennes Congregational Church
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

We are an Open and Affi rming Christian Community seeking to be a place of 
sanctuary, healing, inclusion, challenge and compassion. No matter who you are 

or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.  

30 South Water St., Vergennes, VT • 802-877-2435 
vucc@vergennesucc.org     www.vergennesucc.org

Join us on Sundays for Worship and 
Children’s Sunday School  @ 9:30 am

CHRISTMAS EVENTS:
Family Christmas Pageant 

12/19 @ 9:30 am

Christmas Eve Family Service 
@ 4 pm

Christmas Eve Traditional Service 
@ 7 pm

Worship with us in person or online. Check out the livestream on our Facebook page.

calendarcalendarcommunitycommunity
Story time with Santa in Bristol. 

Thursday, Dec. 23, 10:30 a.m., Holley 
Hall, 1 South St. Come to story time in 

Holley Hall with the Lawrence Memorial Library 
and a special guest — Santa Claus. 

Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro. 
Thursday, Dec. 23, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro 
Baptist Church, Route 116. Please stay in your 
car. Drive up, check-in, contact free pick up. 
Pot roast with mashed potatoes, carrots, and 
gravy, dinner roll, chocolate raspberry cake 
and milk. Call Michelle to reserve by Sunday, 
Dec. 19. 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 
60 and up and their spouse of any age. Free 
ride or pick-up and delivery may be provided. 
Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT 
requires 48-hour notice. 

Little City Light Tour in Vergennes. 
Friday, Dec. 24-Saturday, Jan. 1 

Self-guided. Map will be online at 
VergennesDowntown.org. Through Jan. 1.

Town Hall Theater virtual Holiday Jukebox. 
Friday, Dec. 24-Saturday, Jan. 1, online at 
townhalltheater.org. THT presents a new 
concert showcasing an uplifting collection of 
local music videos. $10. Proceeds benefit the 
Giving Fridge.

American Red Cross blood 
donation in Middlebury. Tuesday, 

Dec. 28, 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., 
Middlebury EMS Building, 55 Collins Dr. 
Donors are urged to schedule an appointment 
now by using the Red Cross Blood Donor App, 
visiting RedCrossBlood.org or calling 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). There is no 
blood donation waiting period for those who 
have received a flu shot or a Moderna, Pfizer 
or Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine or 
booster, so long as they are symptom-free.

Age Well grab and go meal in Bridport. 
Tuesday, Dec. 28, 11:15 a.m., Bridport 
Congregational Church Hall, Middle Rd. 
Chicken breast stuffed with apple cranberry 
stuffing, mashed potatoes, carrots, cranberry 
sauce, roll, pumpkin cake and milk. Call 
Michelle to reserve by Thursday, Dec. 22. 802-
377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up 
and delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-
388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires a 48-hour 
notice. 

Ilsley Teens: DIY English muffin 
pizzas in Middlebury. Thursday, 

Dec. 30, 1 p.m., Ilsley Public Library, 
75 Main St. Ditch the winter blues, grab your 
friends, and head to the library to make English 
muffin pizzas. For ages 13-18.

Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro. 
Thursday, Dec. 30, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro 
Baptist Church, Route 116. Please stay in your 
car. Drive up, check-in, contact free pick up. 
Pot roast, with mashed potatoes, carrots, and 
gravy, dinner roll, chocolate raspberry cake 
and milk. Call Michelle to reserve by Sunday, 
Dec. 26. 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 
60 and up and their spouse of any age. Free 
ride or pick-up and delivery may be provided. 
Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT 
requires 48-hour notice.

“Shepherd: The Story of a Jewish Dog” on 
screen in Middlebury. Thursday, Dec. 30, 
7 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant 
St. From award winning director Lynn Roth, 
this film sensitively portrays the timeless and 
unbreakable bond between a boy and his 
faithful dog as it is put to the ultimate test in 
1930s Germany. When the Nuremberg Laws 
are passed forbidding Jews to own pets, 
Kaleb, a German Shepherd, is separated from 
his Jewish family and his beloved 10 year 
old master, Joshua. What follows is a story 
of love and courage during an unforgettable 
time in history seen through the eyes and 
perspective of a dog. More info at mnff.org or 
townhalltheater.org.

New Year’s Eve fireworks and ice 
skating in Middlebury. Friday, Dec. 

31, beginning at 6:30 p.m., Middlebury 
Rec Field, Mary Hogan Dr. American Legion 
Post 27 is sponsoring this year’s New Year’s 
Eve fireworks and ice skating. Fireworks will 
begin at approximately 6:30 p.m. When they’re 
done head over to the Memorial Sports Center 
and enjoy free ice skating from 7-8:30 p.m. 

“Cinderella” LIVE in HD in 
Middlebury. Sunday, Jan. 2, 

1 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. 
Maple St. Laurent Pelly’s storybook staging 
of Massenet’s Cendrillon is presented with 
an all-new English translation in an abridged 
90-minute adaptation, with mezzo-soprano 
Isabel Leonard as its rags-to-riches princess. 
Encore screening of the January 1 Met 
performance. Tickets $24 adults/$10 students, 
available at townhalltheater.org.

“From Rembrandt to Vincent Van 
Gogh and Beyond” virtual lecture. 

Wednesday, Jan. 5, 7 p.m., Vermont 
Humanities Council. Author and artist Carol 
Berry describes how Rembrandt, Delacroix, 
Millet and other artists inspired Vincent Van 
Gogh to develop a personal and universal 
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2

language that ultimately resonated with 20th 
century artists. Register at vermonthumanities.
org/first-wednesdays/library-schedules/first-
wednesdays-middlebury.

Green Mountain Club cross-
country ski in Ripton. Thursday, 

Jan. 6, Goshen Dam. A 2-4 mile 
ski to Goshen Dam,  depending on route, 
snow conditions, and if group prefers to do 
as a loop. If snow is not good, will do as a 
hike or snowshoe. Contact Morris Earle at 
morrisearle@gmail.com with questions or to 
register.

Green Mountain Club hike in 
Ripton. Saturday, Jan. 8, Spirit in 

Nature, Goshen Rd. Easy to moderate 
hike on the Spirit in Nature trails, 3-4 miles 
maximum, minimal elevation gain. Depending 
on conditions snowshoes, microspikes and 
poles recommended. Contact leader Liana 
Merrill at merrill.liana@gmail.com to get 
details and register.

Takeout-only roast pork supper in Vergennes. 
Saturday, Jan. 8, 5-6 p.m., Vergennes United 
Methodist Church, Main Street (across from 
the Vergennes Opera House). Roast pork, 
stuffing, mashed potatoes, gravy, vegetable, 
applesauce and dessert. Adults $12. Take 
out preorder only. Must place order by 7 p.m., 
Thursday, Jan. 6. To order call 802-877-3150. 

HEALTH & WELLNESS
Al-Anon meetings in Middlebury. 

For a list of online meetings visit 
vermontalanonalateen.org. Online Sundays, 
7:15 p.m. and Wednesdays, 1:30 p.m. If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon member, call our 
answering service (866-972-5266) and an Al-
Anon member will call you back. 

Beginner Tai Chi for Fall Prevention (Parts 
1&2) in Vergennes. Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
Sept. 7-Oct. 28, 9:30-10:30 a.m., St. Peter’s 
Catholic Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Contact: 
Dan Bagley at bagzs@yahoo.com and Lee 
Francis lhfrancis839@gmail.com and Beverly 
Blakeney beverlyblakeney@gmail.com.

In-Depth Tai Chi for Fall Prevention in 
Vergennes. Thursdays, Sept. 9-Oct. 28, 
10:45 a.m.-11:45 a.m., St. Peter’s Catholic 
Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Contact: Dan 

SATURDAYjan
8

Bagley at bagzs@yahoo.com and Lee 
Francis lhfrancis839@gmail.com and Beverly 
Blakeney beverlyblakeney@gmail.com.

Sun Style 73 Tai Chi in Middlebury. 
Wednesdays, Sept. 15-Dec. 8, 10-11:30 a.m., 
Middlebury Rec Center, 154 Creek Rd. To 
sign up contact instructors Doreen Peterson 
at doreenvermont@gmail.com, or Beverly 
Blakeney at beverlyblakeney@gmail.com.

Sun Style 73 Tai Chi in Vergennes. Tuesdays, 
Sept. 7-Oct. 26, 10:45 a.m.-noon, St. Peter’s 
Catholic Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Contact: 
Dan Bagley at bagzs@yahoo.com and Lee 
Francis lhfrancis839@gmail.com and Beverly 
Blakeney beverlyblakeney@gmail.com.

Virtual Diabetes self-management program. 
Tuesdays, Oct. 26-Dec. 7, 4- 6:30 p.m., 
Zoom. Free. For questions or to register, 
contact Courtney Thorn at 802-388-8860 or 
cthorn@portermedical.org .

Yoga Philosophy virtual discussion with 
Prem Prakash. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., Zoom. 
Go to Ilsley Public Library website to register: 
ilsleypubliclibrary.org.

ARTS, CRAFTS & IDEAS
The Makery Sewing lab. Thursdays, 5-9 p.m., 

The Makery at Hannaford Career Center, 51 
Charles Ave. Get your questions answered 
and learn new skills from our kind and 
talented Mentors. All levels are welcome from 
never used a sewing machine to advanced 
pattern making. Limit of 4 participants. 
Registration required. Free, $5 Drop-In Fee or 
Membership Cards. Select what works best 
for you. More info at hannafordcareercenter.
org/the-makery.

The Makery Woodworking lab. Thursdays, 
5-9 p.m., The Makery at Hannaford Career 
Center, 51 Charles Ave. Use Makery tools 
and equipment to work on projects. Get your 
questions answered or learn new skills from 
our kind and talented Mentors. Tool Training 
pre-requisite required. Limit of 5. Pre-
registration is required. Free, $5 Drop-In Fee 
or Membership Cards. Select what works best 
for you. More info at hannafordcareercenter.
org/the-makery.

Undercover Quilters and Crafters (formerly 
the undercover Quilt Guild), 1st Mondays 
at 7 p.m., 3rd Mondays at 10 a.m., St. 
Ambrose Church, 11 School St. Bristol. All 
crafters welcome. More info contact Marian 
Baser (ladybaser@mac.com) or Stacie A. at 
802-453-7709 or show up at a meeting. Bring 
along some handwork to do while we meet 
something for show and tell.

ONGOING EVENTS

CALENDARONLINE
addisonindependent.com

Out with a bang
A FIREWORKS DISPLAY scheduled to begin around 6:30 p.m. on New Year’s Eve at 

Middlebury’s Rec Park will help folks bid adieu to 2021. Free skating at Memorial Sports 
Center will follow. 

Photo/Metro Creative

OPEN  TUESDAY-FRIDAY 7AM-3PM, SATURDAY 7AM-2PM  

OtterEast.com

51 OSSIE RD.  |   EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-989-7200

Please fi nd the full menu 
on our website at 
OtterEast.com 

E-mail order 
inquiries to 
info@ottereast.com
or Call 802-989-7220

Gift Certifi cate Special! 
Purchase $25, and we’ll give you 

one for $5 free.
O� er ends 12/31
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By SUSAN SHEA
Every year my husband and I cut 

a Christmas tree on family land. 
We look for a young balsam fir 
growing in the power line right-of-
way or in a forest clearing. Fir is 
our favorite type of Christmas tree 
because of its delightful, pungent 
fragrance. While Christmas tree 
farmers cultivate a variety of fir 
species, balsam fir is the only 
type of fir native to northern New 
England.

Balsam fir can be 
distinguished from 
other conifers by its 
pointed, spire-like 
crown and flat, dark 
green needles, which 
are 3/4-inch to 1 
1/2-inches long, with two silvery 
lines on the underside. These lines 
contain the stomata, or pores, 
which are visible with a magnifier. 
In contrast, red spruce has prickly, 
yellow-green needles, which are 
square in cross-section, and eastern 
hemlock has shorter needles and an 
overall feathery appearance. The 
bark of young balsam fir is smooth, 
gray, and marked with resin 
blisters; on mature trees it develops 
scaly plates. Ripening fir cones are 
purplish and stand erect on upper 
branches like Christmas candles. 

The balsam fir’s conical shape 
is designed to shed snow and ice, 
enabling it to grow in cold climates 
and retain its leaves all winter. 
As snow collects on a fir, the side 
branches droop until they touch 
the supportive tier of branches 

below – then the snow slides off 
the steep sides. By keeping its 
needles in winter, the balsam fir 
can photosynthesize in early spring 
while still surrounded by snow, 
getting a jump on the growing 
season.

According to author and 
biologist Bernd Heinrich in his 
book “The Trees in My Forest,” the 
conical shape of a fir is achieved 
by its growth pattern. Each spring, 

a shoot grows straight 
up from the tree’s tip, 
and a whorl of three 
to six branches grows 
horizontally. The 
number of whorls of 
branches corresponds 
to the age of the tree 

(don’t forget to count whorls that 
have been shed, too, evidenced by 
whorl scars).

Balsam fir is the keystone species 
of eastern Canada’s boreal forest 
and is found from the Maritime 
Provinces west to Alberta. It ranges 
south through New England and 
the Great Lakes to Pennsylvania, 
with isolated populations in the 
southern Appalachians. In our 
region, fir grows in a variety of 
habitats and soils. Most often it 
is found in high-elevation spruce-
fir forests, and dominates in the 
subalpine zone, where trees are 
stunted and formed into strange 
shapes by wind. Balsam fir is also 
common in cold, moist pockets in 
the lowlands, such as in Vermont’s 
Northeast Kingdom, where it 

While neuroscience isn’t often 
the first topic high school students 
think of studying, it is often one 
that impacts them greatly. Luckily 
for Vermont students, Middlebury 
College Neuroscience undergrads 
are attempting to rectify the lack 
of educational opportunities in the 
Neuroscience field for high school 
students. Three Middlebury College 
seniors, Dana Glackin, Alison 
Wheeler and Rhiana Carr, have 
stepped up to share their motivation 
for neuroscience and to make it more 

available to the high school student.
The brain is always changing, 

particularly during adolescent years 
and is regularly impacted by day to 
day function, substance consumption, 
sleep and stress — all common 
factors in high school students 
decision-making. During the school 
year, there are few opportunities for 
high school students to be exposed 
to neuroscience and learn more 
about the inner workings of the 
brain. Today, with the convenience 
of virtual learning, students as far 

as St. Johnsbury Academy, and 
the Long Trail School, in Dorset, 
can also take advantage of this 
learning opportunity through free 
weekly Zoom meetings accessed at 
vermontbrainbee.com. 

The sessions are based on basic 
neuroscience topics covered in 
“Brain Facts,” a primer published 
by the Society of Neuroscience. 
Glackin, Wheeler and Carr share 
the task of presenting through Zoom 
by way of discussion, video and 
Kahoot, with a time for questions 

and answers to end the 45-minute 
session.

Some topics covered so far 
have been Brain Basics, Learning, 
Memory, Emotion, Thinking, 
Planning, Language, and the Body 
in Balance. Most sessions have been 
recorded and can be viewed at a later 
time. These recordings can be found 
on the website vermontbrainbee.com 
under the tab ‘Neuroscience Meeting 
Links’.

For high school students fascinated 
by brain science, these sessions can 

be used to prepare for the Annual 
Vermont Brain Bee (VBB). The 
VBB began 12 years ago as a 
neuroscience competition and day of 
exploration for high school students 
at the University of Vermont. More 
than 450 students have participated 
over the years and all have benefited 
from participating. This year’s Brain 
Bee will be held Feb. 12.

Carr says “The Vermont Brain 
Bee is a fantastic start to getting 
information about the brain out into 
the public sphere. People of all ages 

and backgrounds can benefit greatly 
from this knowledge and it is never 
too late to start learning.” While 
the three Middlebury students were 
never  exposed to neuroscience in 
high school, Glackin and Wheeler 
both say they really love the 
topic and are happy to share their 
knowledge with high school students 
in Vermont.  

For more information and to 
register for the Vermont Brain Bee, 
go to vermontbrainbee.com.

MIDDLEBURY — The Mary 
Hogan Preschool Program, Frog 
Hollow Bikes and Safe Routes 
Middlebury recently partnered to 
bring six new balance bicycles to 
the preschool at the Middlebury 
school. Balance bikes do not 
have pedals and are great tools 
for beginning cyclists. 

Sponsors expect that these 
bikes will promote outdoor 
activity for youngsters, improve 
their safety skills and further 
community engagement through 
biking.

Over the past 18 months, the 
COVID-19 pandemic has brought 
about some positive changes 
to the Mary Hogan preschool 
program. While they have always 
recognized the importance and 
value of outdoor experiences for 
children, Kim Forbes, preschool 
educator said, “The pandemic 
prompted us to rethink how we 
utilize our environment.” 

This examination inspired 
them to take full advantage of the 
wonderfully rich natural resources 
and opportunities for learning that 
the community offers. They no 
longer feel confined to the school 
grounds and have incorporated 
weekly adventures, in which they 
explore and discover the world 
outside their classroom.

The teaching staff and the 
children in the program have 

benefitted from time spent in the 
community, Forbes said. 

“We have gained new knowledge 
of our surroundings, a sense of 
place, and a greater understanding 
of the interconnectedness of 
systems,” she explained. 

Pedestrian safety is already 
an important aspect of their 

adventures. Introducing and 
supporting the young children to 
learn to safely bike is like a logical 
and attainable next endeavor.

There is tremendous value in 
being outside, and in exploring 
the community. The Mary 
Hogan Preschool Program, 
Safe Routes Middlebury and 

Frog Hollow Bikes partnered in 
order to get more children and 
families outside walking and 
biking. It is their belief that by 
providing more young children 
the opportunity to learn to bike, 
it will engage more families in 
biking and, ultimately, promote a 
more active lifestyle.

Mary Hogan
preschool 
gets bikes

SAFE ROUTES MIDDLEBURY’S Erik Remsen, left, and Jon Bowdish, Frog Hollow Bikes head 
mechanic, show off the balance bikes that the organization and the business recently secured for the 
Mary Hogan Preschool Program. The bikes will help the youngsters expand their world by enabling 
them to explore the community.

High school students get neuroscience education opportunity

Balsam Fir:

Favorite Xmas tree

(See Balsam fir, Page 10B)

Outside
Story

The

Vergennes Union High SchoolMiddlebury Union High School

Mykenzie Duffy
VUHS

Sophie Larocque
MUHS

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLSSTUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLS

Sophie Larocque Mykenzie Duffy

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics 

802-388-8999
Middlebury

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
388-6054

M-F 7:15-5:30 & Sat. 8-3
countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

We’ve Got You Covered!

Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations to:

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 
• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5

Sophie and Mykenzie
Sophie and
Mykenzie

Sophie & Mykenzie

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT
802-388-3371

Congratulations

Stop by to grab 
your mug!

Sophie and 
MyKenzie

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the Week from all area high schools 
will receivea gift certificate from Vermont Book 

Shop and a mug from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!
If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week 

contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Sophie and Mykenzie

Middlebury Union High School introduces Sophie Larocque as its Student 
of the Week. She is the daughter of April Smith of Shoreham; her younger 
brother, Vance, is in the ninth grade at MUHS. She has an older sister, Jade. 

As Sophie reflects on her high school experience she says she will always 
remember it as a time when she learned to adapt to multiple changes and 
challenges, all brought on by the pandemic. She credits her teachers and 
her mother for helping to keep her focused and grounded during times of 
uncertainty and is looking ahead to the future with optimism.

Sophie has been a positive addition to every aspect of the MUHS community 
and is involved in a wide range of activities at the school. She is a three-sport 
varsity athlete and contributes time and talent to a number of extracurricular 
activities. Sophie plays in the midfield in soccer and lacrosse and is a guard 
in basketball. A defining feature of her high school experience, sports have 
offered her the chance to bond with students from across the grades. She is 
actively involved in Young Life, National Honor Society, and participates in a 
range of community service activities. Giving back to others makes her feel 
good about herself. She spends her summers working at the Middlebury A&W 
and loves the constant interaction with her co-workers and the customers. 

She serves as a Peer Leader and especially enjoyed the day where she and 
fellow senior leaders helped orchestrate activities for ninth-graders at Common Ground in Starksboro. Her involvement 
with SCHOR, the school’s human rights club, has also kept her busy.

Sophie thanks the MUHS teachers for their helpfulness during the pandemic and inspiring her to keep going. She 
is a dedicated student and is working towards International Baccalaureate certificates in several areas. She says that 
an assignment in biology class, where she did an internal assessment that involved creating microscopic slides, was 
especially motivating. Admitted as an early decision candidate, Sophie will enroll at Middlebury College in the fall. 

Everyone at MUHS appreciates Sophie’s positive participation in all aspects of life within our school community. We 
wish her well as she looks ahead to a bright future.

Mykenzie Duffy is Vergennes Union High School’s Student of the Week. 
Myk, as most people call her, lives with her mother, Rebecca Rey, in 
Vergennes. Her father is James Duffy.

Myk has been recognized at VUHS for excellence in her studies and 
for being a model student, exhibiting timeliness, presence, self challenge, 
kindness and integrity. Junior year she was selected to take part in Vermont 
Girls State and was inducted into the National Honor Society. She serves as 
president of NHS this year and is organizing service projects for the group 
to work on. She says their aim is to do their part to encourage kindness in 
the local community and in the world as Good Samaritans.

For six years she has played soccer through the school program. She 
tried track in 11th grade while also managing the girls’ lacrosse team, a role 
she will continue this spring. 

Myk has two paid jobs. She has worked at Malabar in Vergennes for four 
years, and recently started hosting at Starry Night Café in Ferrisburgh. She 
has also volunteered for both Carnivale Vergennes and Eat on the Green. 
She says both her jobs and volunteering have given her the opportunity to 
meet so many new members of the community in which she grew up, and 
she finds it very rewarding to know she is giving back and contributing to 
Vergennes’s lively culture.

You can find Myk skiing and snowboarding at Sugarbush all winter and spring, and during the summers she’s often on 
the soccer field with other Vergennes varsity players. When not playing soccer or hitting the slopes she is with her friends 
finding good food, traveling and making memories with the people that made her time in high school so much fun.

She says the most important lesson she learned from high school was to put in the work from the beginning to 
get things done, and to take advantage of the help teachers are there to provide. She found that getting to know her 
teachers helped them to understand her better and to give her really good personalized advice.

Myk plans to pursue a degree in business management after high school. Everyone at VUHS wishes her the best of 
luck.
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration 
carpentry/contractors
computers
construction
dental services

engineering
excavation
fi rewood
fl ooring

heating &
    air conditioning
home inspections
masonry
paintingBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

1438 S. Brownell Rd. • PO Box 159 • Williston, VT 05495
802-862-5590 • www.gmeinc.biz

Alan Huizenga, P.E., President
Steven L. Palmer, P.E.

Brad Washburn, P. E. • Montpelier

“INNOVATIVE ENGINEERING SOLUTIONS 
WITH A COMMON SENSE APPROACH

DELIVERED TO OUR CLIENTS IN A
PROFESSIONAL, COST EFFECTIVE AND 

PERSONAL MANNER”

ENGINEERING

PLACE YOUR AD HERE

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING FURNACES

DO YOU WINTERIZE HOUSES? 
YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

CALL 802-388-4944

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

Dupont Auto
4087 States Prison Hollow Rd

Monkton Ridge, VT 05469
(802)453-3562 • dupontauto7@gmail.com
Full service shop. We do comprehensive 
Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs from 
Oil Changes to Engine Rebuilds and 
Replacements. Our Body/Collision Shop does 
all levels of repair and restoration. 

24 hour towing and road side service.

DENTAL SERVICES

      Bristol Park Dental

6 PARK PLACE, BRISTOL, VT    802.453.7700

BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

We are here for all of your dental needs, 
and offer the highest quality comprehensive 
care.  We are proud to bring the full range 
of dental services to our community, and to 
be your premiere implant provider.

Where a Happy, Healthy Smile is a Walk in the Park!

Accepting all insurances, and in network with Delta Dental, 
CIGNA, United Concordia, & CBA Blue.  No insurance? 

No problem.  Dental membership plans now available!

The PC Medic of Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont is now offering 

socially-distanced 
computer services.

Call for a remote tune-up 
today, and get your PC
running correctly again!

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor”

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

FLOORING

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.
Interior & Exterior

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free 
Estimates 

References 

Fully 
Insured

Hummingbird
   Paint &
   Carpentry

Interior/Exterior

802-377-2030
New Haven, VT

Fully 
Insured

Free
Estimates

PAINTING

NEED A PAINTER?
BOOK NOW FOR SPRING!

HOME INSPECTIONS

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

YYOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!OUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

FLOORING

ADVERTISE HERE TOADVERTISE HERE TO
FILL YOUR CALENDARFILL YOUR CALENDAR
CALL 802-388-4944.CALL 802-388-4944.

WINTER IS COMING!WINTER IS COMING!

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation 
Insulation • Replacement

Plasma Art • Torches • Welding 
Plasma Table • Duct Cleaning

H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local!   802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation
Insulation • Replacement

Duct Cleaning
H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local! 802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

www.vermontcustommoldings.com

EXCAVATION

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

DO YOU DO YOU 
CLEAN CLEAN 
FURNACES?  FURNACES?  



PAGE 8B — Addison Independent, Thursday, December 23, 2021

Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation
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Moose Rubbish and Recycling Recycling

802-897-5637
802-377-5006

2744 Watch Point Rd • Shoreham, VT 05770
Email: BR213@yahoo.com

Randall
Orvis

RUBBISH & RECYCLING

SIDING

STORAGE
4 Sizes ~ Self-locking units
Hardscrabble Rd., Bristol

Monthly prices
6’x12’ $30 • 8’x12’ $45

10’x12’ $55 • 12’x21’ $75

VISIT US ON 
FACEBOOK www.livingstonfarmlandscape.com

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting

plumbing
property management
registration assistance
renewable energy

roofi ng
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
storage

surveying
tree service
wood heating

SURVEYING

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

CHECK US
OUT

ONLINE AT
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

STORAGE

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

LOOK HERE FIRST!!

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

WOOD HEATINGWOOD HEATING

DO YOU SELL WOOD?DO YOU SELL WOOD?
CLEAN CHIMNEYS?CLEAN CHIMNEYS?

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Rodney Orvis, L.S.

Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys
FEMA Elevation Certificates

135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 
388-3511    shortsurveying@gmail.com

PLUMBING

YOUR AD
SHOULD BE HERE!

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

WOOD HEATING

PAINTING

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Phone (802) 537-3555

as seen at Addison County Field Days!
Michael Doran

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Made You Look
Imagine what
this space
could do for
your business

GETGET
RESULTS!RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC
JEANNE MILLER (802) 349-8483 • roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com

2877 Ethan Allen, Highway, Unit 2, New Haven, VT. 05472

NEW SNOWMOBILE OR ATV?NEW SNOWMOBILE OR ATV?
We can register it!
We can register all cars, trucks and

RV’s here in Addison County!

Acorn Painting

Interior/
Exterior

Honest
Dependable

Fully 
Insured

Mike Dever • michael@acornpainting.com
802-453-5611  (c) 802-373-9176

Acorn Painting

Battell
Block

• 6’x5’: $30
• 6’x7’: $35
• 5’x10’: $40
• 8’x7’: $45
• 5’x11’: $45
• 6’x11’: $50
• Bike storage 
  $10/month

Climate Controlled Storage UnitsClimate Controlled Storage Units

CONVENIENT 

DOWNTOWN LOCATION

Call or email today
802.231.1311

gciffo@neddere.com  
www.nedderealestate.com

Monthly Rates

GET RESULTS!GET RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

Reach Thousands
through our

Advertising Section

List YOUR Business where 
people look for local services 

for home improvements 
of all kinds.

Call or email the 
Addison Independent

802-388-4944
advertising@addisonindependent.com

BUSINESS & SERVICES
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Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking.  Mid-
dlebury hosts online meet-
ings, Sunday nights at 7:15 
pm and Wednesdays at 
1:30 pm.  Visit vermonta-
lanonalateen.org for the 
link and list of other meet-
ings in the region.  If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meet-
ings are suspended until 
further notice.  For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is temporarily closed.  
Due to COVID-19 we are 
now holding our meetings 
online. For up-to-date infor-
mation on how to access 
recovery services remotely 
please visit  https://turning-
pointaddisonvt.org/covid-
19-page-2/.’

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 
having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

HANDYMAN Services 
Middlebury, VT. Contact 
Theron Riley at 802-989-
7388.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportuni-
ties- check out our free digi-
tal listings.  Looking to read 
more? Become a subscriber!

FREE CAMP WOOD. 
You haul away. Monday 
- Wednesday pick up. 453-
2897.

Help Wanted
AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth is 
hiring!  Offering good com-
pensation, respectful co-
workers, and great food.  
We are hiring for multiple full 
time and part time positions 
including bar leadership, 
daytime prep and evening 
shifts.  Ample opportunities 
for growth in a positive work 
environment.  Please stop 
in for an application or email 
Joe at joe@americanflat-
bread.com. EOE.

BLUEBERRY HILL IS hir-
ing! Part/Full-time winter 
positions available. Morn-
ing and evening shifts. 
Responsibilities include; 
Serving meals, checking in 
guests, meal prep, house-
keeping, and general guest 
services. Seasonal housing 
available. Opportunities 
for growth and continued 
employment. Send resume 
and letter of interest detail-
ing relevant experience 
and availability to info@
blueberryhillinn.com.

For Sale
BARRY DECARLI’S new-
est poetry book, “Cam-
ouflage of Noise and Si-
lence”. Available now at 
The Vermont Book Shop, 
in Middlebury.

For Rent
BRANDON Senior gen-
tleman who enjoys walks 
around town offering rent-
free housing in exchange 
for cooking a few meals/
wk, sharing companion-
ship, & help with errands. 
Furnished bdrm/private 
BA. Familiarity w/ memory 
loss is ideal but not re-
quired. 802-863-5625 or 
HomeShareVermont.org 
for application. Interview, 
refs, background checks 
req. EHO

BRISTOL Share a newer 
home w/ senior man who 
enjoys scenic drives & 
neighborhood walks. Re-
duced rent of $300/mo. in 
exchange for healthy meal 
prep 3-4x/week, grocery 
shopping & light household 
help. Private ½ BA. 802-
863-5625 or HomeShareV-
ermont.org for application. 
Interview, refs, background 
checks req. EHO

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-

ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

DEADLINES: Thurs. noon for Mon. paper
Mon. 5 p.m. for Thurs. paper

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! 
An ad placed for consecutive issues (Mondays & Thursdays) is run 4th time free!

PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial re-
sponsibility for errors in ads, but will rerun 
classified ad in which the error occurred. 
No refunds will be possible. Advertiser 
will please notify us of any errors which 
may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:
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58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
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• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted
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Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

$1,000 SIGNING BONUS
Administrative Assistant

Tri-Valley Transit (TVT), a nonprofit organization, has been 
providing critical transportation needs for community 
members for 45 years. The Administrative Assistant plays a 
vital role in supporting the mission of TVT by providing general 
support to the administrative departments with tasks such as:  
• Compile reports for Executive and Finance Directors
• Create and maintain spreadsheets and other documents
• Schedule and coordinate staff and other meetings
• Distribute mail
• Office supply inventory management
• Organize and maintain digital and paper files 
• Human Resources related support
• Finance related support
• Plan and coordinate events and trainings
• Special projects as assigned

This position requires a high level of professionalism
and the ability to maintain confidentiality

as well as strong organization and computer skills.

We offer a competitive salary
and excellent benefits, including:

• 24 paid days off to start (Holidays & PTO) 
• 100% employer paid health insurance for the employee
   + funds towards deductible (HRA plan)
• Retirement plan with employer match
• Long & short-term disability insurance
• Life Insurance
• Access to low-cost dental and vision insurance 
• Employee Assistance Program

The position is based in our Middlebury office
and may occasionally require travel to our other sites

in Randolph and Bradford. 
Please visit https://www.trivalleytransit.org/job-openings/ 

and complete our application in addition to submitting your 
resume and cover letter for consideration of employment.

Submit resume via email to: shari@trivalleytransit.org

Employment is contingent upon passing required 
background checks.

TVT is an AA/EO Employer

2 x col  3 CD
ferrisburgh

animal control

3 x 5.5 col CD
vt coffee

Searching for the right job?

Check outCheck out
the Addy Indythe Addy Indy

every week!every week!

Help Wanted

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Happy Holidays from RSVP of Addison County!

Joy Minns, of Panton, has been a volunteer with the John Strong Mansion for the past 10 
years. Joy serves as Trustee and Tour Guide for the historic house museum, coordinates 
publicity and assists with gardening and landscaping for the home. Joy has also volunteered 
with the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) for the past 10 years. The DAR is 
engaged in community service, preserving history, promoting education, as well as honoring 
and supporting those who serve. Each year she helps host a lunch for area Vietnam Veterans 
and donates time to Fowler’s Ranch and the VA Medical Center in White River 
Junction. Joy has been the DAR Good Citizen State Chair for the past 5 years 
and served on the Vietnam 50 Commemoration Committee for the past 
6 years. In addition, Joy has assisted the Bixby Memorial Library for the 
past 14 year and donated her time to RSVP’s Warm Hearts Warm Hands 
Program for the past 9 years. She enjoys her many roles and shares, 
“It’s great to work with and meet others and to feel like I’m doing 
something useful”. We are grateful for the work you do, Joy!

Manufacturing Associate
Looking for a new opportunity in a fun, friendly, fast-paced 

work environment with competitive pay and excellent 
benefits? Come join the team at Vermont Coffee Company, 

now part of Stonewall Kitchen’s Family of brands!

The Manufacturing Associate’s primary focus is to pack
the roasted coffee and to ensure the final presentation 

meets the highest quality standards.

Must be able to lift and pull up to 45lbs.
Schedule is 32 hours/week Monday-Friday starting at 8am.

Complete the online application
at www.stonewallkitchen.com/jamminjobs

The health and safety of our employees is our highest 
priority. We follow all CDC, Vermont, and local guidelines 

with regard to COVID-19.
Because we are a sensory-sensitive company we cannot employ smokers.

TOWN OF FERRISBURGH
ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER
The Town of Ferrisburgh is looking for an 

animal control officer/dog warden.
This is an appointed position.

Duties and responsibilities include 
investigating complaints pertaining to 
domestic animals, dealing tactfully but 

firmly with animal owners and neighbors, 
capturing strays and ensuring that all dog 
bites are reported to the health officer in a 
timely manner. Payment is a yearly stipend.

Please call the Town Clerk’s Office 
between 8:00am – 4:00pm

Monday-Friday for more information at 
802-877-3429, or

email TownClerk@FerrisburghVt.org.
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Auctions

PUBLIC
NOTICE

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located 

in Frank Mahady Courthouse 
is available to accept passport 

applications and provide 
passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED. 
FACE MASKS REQUIRED.

(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Wednesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION
END OF LIFE SERVICES, INC.

To: Creditors of End of Life Services, Inc.
This Notice is given in accordance with Title 11B, Vermont Statutes Annotated, 

Section 14.07 relating to the dissolution of a Vermont Nonprofit Corporation. 
You are hereby notified that End of Life Services, Inc. is dissolving pursuant 
to Articles of Dissolution filed with the Vermont Secretary of State on or about 
December 17, 2021, with an effective date of December 31, 2021. If you believe 
you have a claim against or debt owed by End of Life Services, Inc., please 
provide a written claim as follows:

1) State your claim with specificity including the amount owed, the date the 
debt was incurred, and the service or product provided by you;

2) The claim should be mailed to Carroll, Boe, Pell & Kite, P.C., 64 Court 
Street, Middlebury, Vermont 05753;

3) Any claims against the corporation will be barred unless a proceeding 
to enforce a claim is commenced within five (5) years after publication of this 
Notice.

TOWN OF LINCOLN
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Lincoln Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a public hearing for  
Conditional Use Permit Application # 21-063, as requested by Eric Milano for  
Parcel I.D. # 33100247.000 at 3026 South Lincoln Road, Lincoln, VT. The hearing 
regards using said land for motorcycle instruction with and without camping for 
one to three days per month from May through October.

The hearing will be held in-person Monday, January 10, 2022, at 7:00 pm at 
the Lincoln Town Office and virtually using Zoom.

The Zoom link will be included in the Agenda which can be found on the 
Town’s website: https://lincolnvermont.org/planning-zoning

Nicole Lee, Lincoln ZBA Clerk

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE
PUBLIC NOTICE

The following roadways are located on the property of Middlebury College:
1. Porter Field Road - The roadway which serves Porter Field and extends 

from South Main Street to South Street.
2. South Service Road - The roadway which serves the upper campus 

of Middlebury College and extends from Hillcrest Road to South Main 
Street.

3. Hepburn Road – The roadway which serves the upper campus of 
Middlebury College and extends from College Street to South Service 
Road.

4. Le Chateau Lane - The roadway which serves the upper campus of 
Middlebury College and extends from College Street to Le Chateau.

5. Freeman Way - The roadway which serves the site of the Freeman 
International Center and extends from Weybridge Street to Gorham 
Lane and to the Freeman International Center.

6.  Old Chapel Road - The roadway which serves the lower campus of 
Middlebury College and extends from College Street to the Service 
Building parking area.

7. HMKL Way  - The roadway which serves the upper campus of 
Middlebury College and extends from College Street to Kelly/Lang 
Dormitory.

8. Golf Course Way - The roadway which serves the Golf Course, Kirk 
Alumni Center and Hadley House, and extends from Route 30 to the 
Hadley House and the Alumni Stadium.

9. Ridgeline Road – The roadway which serves the houses of Middlebury 
College known as Prescott, Palmer, Brooker, Brackett and extends from 
Route 125 to Hillcrest Road.

10. Adirondack View – The roadway which serves the Adirondack View 
houses, Ridgeline Town Houses, and Ridgeline Suites of Middlebury 
College and extends from Route 125 to Hillcrest Road.

11.  Bicentennial Way – The roadway which serves the western campus of 
Middlebury College and extends from Route 125 to Bicentennial Hall.

The above listed roadways have never been set apart, surrendered or 
otherwise dedicated by Middlebury College to the public use. All persons 
using said roadways do so in subordination to the rights and by permission of 
Middlebury College and are subject to this notice.

These roadways will be closed to public use from midnight Friday, December 
24, 2021, until midnight Saturday, December 25, 2021. They will be reopened 
the following day for public use with the permission of Middlebury College.
 Middlebury College
 By: Norm Cushman
 Operations

The full text of the ordinance is available at the Town Clerks office and on the 
Town of Monkton website.  Questions regarding the ordinance should be directed 
to Stephen Pilcher P.O. Box 12, Monkton VT 05469, spilcher@monktonvt.com 
or 802-453-3800.

This ordinance was adopted on 12/13/2021.  It will take effect on February 11, 
2022, unless a petition signed by at least five percent of the voters of Monkton is 
filed with the municipal clerk by January 27, 2022, asking for a vote to disapprove 
the ordinance.  If a petition is received, the Selectboard will warn a special 
meeting and the voters may vote on that question.

TOWN OF MONKTON
NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF TRAFFIC ORDINANCE

The Town of Monkton Selectboard has adopted a Traffic Ordinance to regulate 
traffic in order to protect the public health, safety and welfare.  The ordinance 
delineates speed zones, location of stop signs, yield signs, designated one-way 
streets and details parking regulations.  The ordinance contains the following 
Articles:
1. Authority
2. Purpose
3. Definitions
4. Traffic Control Devices
5. Speed Regulations
6. Location of Stop Signs
7. Location of Yield Signs

8. Parking Regulations
9. Designated One-way Streets
10. Loaded Vehicles
11. General Provisions
12. Notice
13. Effective Date

PROPOSED STATE RULES
By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in 

newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a chance 
to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative rules are now 
also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules/ . The law requires 
an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested to do so in 
writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special needs 
please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible. 

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain copies 
of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed rule(s), please call 
or write the contact person listed below. You may also submit comments in writing 
to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, State House, Montpelier, 
Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).

Note: The two rules below have been promulgated by Vermont’s Cannabis 
Control Board who has requested the notices be combined to facilitate a savings 
for the agency. When contacting the agency about these rules please note the 
title and rule number of the rule(s) you are interested in.
    • Rule 1: Licensing of Cannabis Establishments, Cannabis Control Board
– 21P038
    • Rule 2: Regulation of Cannabis Establishments, Cannabis Control Board
– 21P039
AGENCY: Cannabis Control Board
CONCISE SUMMARY: Rule 1 regulates the licensing of any person or entity 
that seeks to participate in the legal market for cannabis. Rule 2 regulates the 
operation of any entity that has received a license to participate in the legal 
market for cannabis.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: David Scherr, Cannabis Control 
Board, 89 Main Street, Montpelier, VT 05620-7001
Tel: 802-558-6022 Email: david.scherr@vermont.gov https://ccb.vermont.gov. 
URL:  https://ccb.vermont.gov. 
FOR COPIES: Kimberley Lashua, Cannabis Control Board,
89 Main Street, Montpelier, VT 05620-7001 Tel: 802-836-7708
Email: Kimberley.lashua@vermont.gov
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MIDDLEBURY SUGAR-
WOOD APARTMENTS 
is currently taking waitlist 
applications for 2, 3, 4  bed-
room apartments. Minimum 
occupancy requirements.  
No smoking/ No pets.  In-
come limits apply- Rent 
based on income. Equal 
Housing Opportunity 802-
247-0165 TTY: 800-253-
0191 www.SummitPMG.
com.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Att. Farmers
FOR SALE: SAWDUST 
delivered.  85 cubic yard 
loads.  Call Paul for pricing.  
802-623-6731.

HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

Wanted

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

It’s against the law to 
discriminate

when advertising housing

Let us help you sift through the complexities of 
the Fair Housing Law. Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison Independent at (802) 
388-4944. 

Talk to our sales professionals.

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You can’t say “no children” 
or “adults only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government  
is watching for such discrimination.

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

For Rent For Rent Att. Farmers

For Rent

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police investigated a report of an 
alleged assault occurring in the 
Birchard Park neighborhood on 
Dec. 18. Police said a man reported 
he was struck by an unknown man 
outside of his home, and sustained 
a hand injury as a result of the 
incident. 

The case remains under 
investigation.

Meanwhile, Middlebury police 
last week ticketed vehicles that 
were in violation of the town’s 
winter parking ban on Merchants 
Row and Main Street on Dec. 14, 
on Main Street on Dec. 18, and 
throughout downtown during the 
early morning of Dec. 19. Police 
said two vehicles had to be towed 
that morning to allow for snow 
removal.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Assisted Vermont State Police 
on Dec. 13 with the evaluation of 
a driver who had been stopped on 
Route 30 for suspected driving 
under the influence of drugs.

• Responded to a theft complaint 
at a North Pleasant Street residence 
on Dec. 13. Police said the case 
remains under investigation.

• Received a report about 
a woman allegedly harassing 
another woman in the Boardman 
Street area on Dec. 14.

• Checked the welfare of a 
woman at a South Pleasant Street 
residence on Dec. 14. Police said 
the woman was OK.

• Responded to the Jayne Court 
neighborhood on Dec. 14 to a 

Police investigate
an alleged assault

Police Log
Middlebury

report of a woman experiencing 
mental health and substance abuse 
problems.

• Helped unite a loose dog 
with its owner in the Court Street 
neighborhood on Dec. 14.

• Assisted Mary Hogan 
Elementary School with a truancy 
case on Dec. 15.

• Assisted Middlebury Union 
High School with a truancy case on 
Dec. 15.

• Received a report of a man 
allegedly stealing a bottle of juice 
from the Champlain Farms store 
on Court Street on Dec. 17. Police 
have been asked to serve a no-
trespass order on the man.

• Investigated a report of men 
arguing at a Washington Street 
business on Dec. 17.

• Assisted the Vermont 
Department for Children & 
Families with an incident involving 
a local juvenile at the South Village 
Green apartment complex on Dec. 
17.

• Removed a downed 
communications line from East 
Main Street on Dec. 17.

• Assisted Middlebury Regional 
EMS with a medical call in the 
Court Street area on Dec. 18.

• Served a no-trespass order on 
Dec. 18 on a person not wanted at a 
Jayne Court residence.

grows alongside red and white 
spruce and tamarack. 

On the slopes of higher peaks, 
including New Hampshire’s 
White Mountains, “fir 
waves” form. These 
gray bands of dead 
balsam fir are caused 
by strong winds and 
heavy accumulations of 
rime ice on the exposed 
edge of canopy gaps. 
Trees here lose their 
needles and die. Under 
the protective shelter of 
the dead trees, young 
fir sprout vigorously as 
sunlight reaches the soil. 
Fir waves shift over the 
course of many years, 
moving in the direction 
of the wind.

Farm-grown balsam 
fir is one of America’s 
most popular Christmas trees, 
and that is its main economic 
value. Fir boughs are also used 
for wreaths and the needles to 
stuff balsam pillows. The wood is 
rather soft and weak, so it is used 
primarily for pulp, light frame 
construction, paneling, crates, and 
plywood. Fir resin has been used 
for medicines, turpentine, glue, and 
varnish. Native Americans have 
traditionally used the resin to treat 
a variety of ailments, and it was 
applied to soldiers’ wounds during 

the Civil War. 
Balsam fir is valuable to many 

species of wildlife. Spruce-fir 
forests, where the snow is not as 
deep as in nearby hardwood stands, 

provide critical winter 
shelter for deer and 
moose, which heavily 
browse fir needles. 
Small mammals such as 
snowshoe hare hide in 
dense stands of young fir. 
Ruffed and spruce grouse 
feed on the needles 
and buds. Porcupines 
consume the bark. Red 
squirrels, crossbills, and 
other songbirds extract 
the winged seeds from fir 
cones. In summer, balsam 
fir provides nesting sites 
for birds such as the 
yellow-rumped warbler 
and purple finch. 

As we set up our 
Christmas tree this year, I’ll take 
a moment to think about the many 
important roles balsam fir plays in 
our northern forests. 

Susan Shea is a naturalist, writer, 
and conservationist who lives in 
Brookfield, Vermont. Illustration 
by Adelaide Murphy Tyrol. The 
Outside Story is assigned and 
edited by Northern Woodlands 
magazine and sponsored by the 
Wellborn Ecology Fund of the New 
Hampshire Charitable Foundation: 
www.nhcf.org.

Balsam fir
(Continued from Page 6B)

Native 
Americans 
have 
traditionally 
used the 
resin to treat 
a variety of 
ailments, 
and it was 
applied to 
soldiers’ 
wounds 
during the 
Civil War. 
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twitter.com/addyindy

COST 
/LB

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 12/16 & 12/20, 2021
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Correia Family Ltd. 1090 .78 850.20
Vorsteveld Farm 1865 .70 1305.50
Conants Riverside 1885 .67 1262.95 
Gosliga Farm 1790 .65 1163.50
Nop Bros. & Sons 1075 .64 688.00
Blue Spruce Farm 1760 .62 1091.20
Monument Farms 1445 .62 895.90

CALVES    LBS. $
Quarry Rd. Farm 101 2.20 222.20
A. Brisson 88 2.10 184.80
Nea Tocht Farm 100 2.05 205.00
Champlainside Farm 103 2.025 208.58
Barnes Bros. 95 2.00 190.00
Total # Beef: 156 • Total # Calves: 355
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661
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★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

7:00 1. **Call to Order
 2. *Approval of Agenda
 3. *Approval of Consent Agenda
  3.a. Approval of Minutes of the December 14, 2021 Regular   
  Selectboard Meeting 
  3.b. Acceptance of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting Minutes
  3.c. Letter of Support for AquaViTea’s Vermont Capital Investment   
  Program Grant Application
  3.d. Consent Agenda Placeholder
  3.e. Town Manager’s Report
 4. *Citizen Comments [Opportunity to raise or address issues not   
 otherwise included on this agenda]
 5. *Resignation & Appointments
  5.a. *Accept Resignation of Clock Winder
  5.b. *Appointment of Clock Winder
  5.c. *Appointment of Representatives to Regional Emergency   
  Management Committee
  5.d. *Appointment of Representative to the Addison County   
  Economic Development Corporation

6. **Agenda Placeholder
7:15 7. **Continued Review of First Draft of FY23 General Fund Budget
  7.a. **Revisions stemming from discussion at the Board’s last   
  meeting

7.b. **Local/Regional Agency & Social Service Agency Requests for 
Funding
7.c. *Discussion of Budget Proposal and Set Budget Public Hearing 
for January 11, 2022

7:35 8. **Review of First Draft of the Warning for Town Meeting
7:45 9. **Joe McVeigh, President, Board of Library Trustees, and Dana 

Hart, Library   Director, with a report from the Library Renovation/
Expansion Working Group

8:00 10. *Approval of Application for 2022 Caring for [Tree] Canopy Grant
8:05 11. *Approval of Renewal of and Amendments to the Town’s Lease 

Agreement with the Addison Central School District for Recreation 
Park, off Mary Hogan Drive

8:10 12. *Approval of Sewer Usage Agreement with Agri-Mark, Inc.
8:20 13. *Approval of Listers’ Grand List Errors & Omissions Report
8:25 14. **Update from Vermont Community Broadband Board on Funding 

available for Broadband in Addison County/Maple Broadband’s 
Request for Funding (if available)

 15.  *Approval of Check Warrants
 16. **Board Member Concerns
 17. *Executive Session – None Anticipated
 18. **Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session
8:40 19. *Adjourn

* Decision Item   ** Possible Decision

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
 SPECIAL SELECTBOARD MEETING
ROOM 116 – LARGE CONFERENCE
TOWN OFFICES – 77 MAIN STREET

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2021 - 7:00 P.M.
 Also available via Zoom:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81113477834
By Phone: +1 646-558-8656 (not toll-free)
Webinar ID: Webinar ID: 811 1347 7834

 
For those wishing to watch but not participate:

Selectboard meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont

and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071
AGENDA

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT      

PROBATE DIVISION
ADDISON UNIT

DOCKET NO. 21-PR-05778
IN RE THE ESTATE OF 
JOHN D. GALLAGHER

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the creditors of the estate 

of John D. Gallagher late of North 
Ferrisburgh.

I have been appointed to administer 
this estate.  All creditors having 
claims against the decedent or the 
estate must present their claims in 
writing within four (4) months of the 
first publication of this notice.  The 
claim must be presented to me at 
the address listed below with a copy 
sent to the Court.  The claim may be 
barred forever if it is not presented 
within the four (4) month period.
Dated: December 21, 2021

Mary Kate Gallagher
89 Seth Circle

Williston, VT 05495
(201)259-8677

gallagher_kate@comcast.com
Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 12/23/21
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Probate Court,
7 Mahady Court,
Middlebury VT 05753

VERGENNES — Vergennes 
police on Dec. 13 cited a 
Northlands Job Corps student 
for a sexual assault on another 
Northlands student.

Police allege that Josh Aguirre, 
18, of Newark, N.J., had forced 
sexual contact with the other 
student.

In other action between Dec. 
6 and 19, Vergennes police 
conducted seven patrols by cruiser 
and one on foot, responded to 
one inadvertent 911 call and one 
false alarm, conducted two VIN 
inspections, ticketed and ordered 
towed two cars left out overnight 
on city streets in violation of the 
Vergennes wintertime parking 
ban, and:

On Dec. 7 fielded a call from a 
man inquiring if his firearm had 
been turned into the department; 
police told him it had not.

On Dec. 8 directed traffic 
around a disabled truck on Main 
Street.

On Dec. 9 helped a Walker 
Avenue resident with a heater that 
was beeping to alert it was not 
working properly.

On Dec. 10:
• On behalf of Bennington 

police cited Gabriel Coope, 19, 
of Vergennes for disseminating 
explicit materials to a minor.

• Heard from a motorist that he 
and three other drivers had struck 

Police Log
Vergennes

The Monkton Development Review Board will hold the following hearings on 
January 10th beginning at 7:30P.M. The hearings will be held in person at the 
Town Office, located at 92 Monkton Ridge. The hearings will also be available 
via Zoom and login information is below.

Waiver Application #2021-008-WAV of Grant Leibersberger for a waiver 
from the side setback requirement located at 2569 Hollow Road (parcel ID is 
04.102.076.000) in the RA-5 Zoning District.

Final Plat Application #2021-04-MAJ of Steve Pomarico for a 5-lot subdivision 
located at Hardscrabble Road and Barnam Road (Parcel ID 08.230.010.010) in 
the RA-2 Zoning District

Application #2021-07-FC of Iceberg, LLC for a first cut subdivision creating 2 
lots at 57 Cedar Lane (Parcel ID 05.101.119.000)in the RA-5 Zoning District. 

An electronic copy of the application can be obtained by emailing zoning@
monktonvt.com. A hard copy of the application is available at Town Hall by 
appointment. Please call 802-453-3800 to make an appointment.

Remote Access: Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/ • Meeting ID: 895 9756 3448• Passcode: 316956

Phone In: 1-646-558-8656 • Meeting ID: 895 9756 3448• Passcode: 316956

TOWN OF MONKTON 
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

MUHS SKIER BAXTER Harrington takes off at the start of the boys’ varsity race at Rikert Nordic Center on Wednesday, Dec. 15. Harrington was the top skier for the 
D-II Tiger boys, who were fourth facing a field of D-I teams.

Photo courtesy of Joe McVeigh

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Between Dec. 13 and 21, Vermont 
State Police reported two incidents 
that resulted in an Addison County 
person being arrested for alleged 
violence in the home.

In the first incident, troopers were 
called to a report of a family fight 
at a Route 22A home in Shoreham 
at a quarter past midnight on Dec. 
17. After investigating, officer said 
they determined that Tyler Malloy, 
28, of Shoreham had unlawfully 
restrained a household member and 
interfered with access to emergency 
services. Police took Malloy 
into custody and transported 
him to the New Haven barracks, 
where they cited him to appear in 
Addison County Superior Court, 
Criminal Division, to answer to the 
charge of unlawful restraint in the 
second degree and interference to 
emergency services. 

Then they released Malloy with 
conditions.

The second incident occurred on 
Dec. 19 when state police got a call 
about a family fight in Whiting at a 
few minutes before 8 p.m. Troopers 
said they turned up a couple things 
through investigation. First, they 
alleged that Robyn W. Rheaume, 
45, of Whiting assaulted an 
18-year-old household member 
and threatened serious bodily 
injury while armed with a deadly 
weapon. 

Police also said that Rheaume 
operated a motor vehicle on a 
public highway while under the 
influence of alcohol and operated 
the vehicle in a negligent and 
erratic manner. 

So they arrested Rheaume, took 
her to the barracks and cited her for 
first degree aggravated domestic 
assault, driving under the influence 
and negligent driving.

Police Log
Vt. State

Cutting the edge

     Public Notices
can be found in this ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 10B and 11B.

a deer on Route 7 in Ferrisburgh.
On Dec. 12:
• Helped Vermont State Police 

by responding to a rollover 
accident on Hawkins Road in 
Ferrisburgh.

• On that day and Dec. 13 
three times took false reports 
from a local resident experiencing 
symptoms of dementia, that items 
were being stolen from her yard, 
that boards were being taken 
from her deck, and that a church 
maintenance worker was engaging 
in intercourse with multiple 
women in her yard.

On Dec. 13:
• Calmed a dispute between a 

resident and a construction worker 
about a truck blocking a church 
driveway.

• Helped a Charlotte resident 
retrieve documents from a South 
Water Street residence.

• Checked on the welfare of the 
teen daughter of an out-of-state 
caller; police found no issues.

• Following a 911 hang-up 
call from the Valley Vista facility 
helped the Vergennes Area Rescue 
Squad calm a resident.

On Dec. 15:
• Responded to a one-car 

accident on Main Street in which 
a car owner had been struck and 
knocked over by her car’s open 
door when it started rolling out 
of a parking place. Police said 
she was taken to UVM Medical 
Center, and the car eventually 
rolled across the street before 
coming to rest. 

• Checked a report of a woman 
seen on a security camera poking 
around a Main Street apartment 
building, but found no one.

On Dec. 16:
• Took a report that on Dec. 

15 a car turning off Main Street 
onto Green Street had struck a 
pedestrian, causing minor injuries. 
Police are still looking into the 
circumstances.

• Checked on the welfare of 
two Walker Avenue residents and 
determined they were OK.

On Dec. 18: 
• Could not find someone 

reported to be lurking around the 
Valley Vista facility.

• Took a report that $40-50 
had been taken from an unlocked 
parked car on Victory Street. 

On Dec. 19 responded to a 
report of a car alarm sounding on 
and off for an hour at 50 Armory 
Lane. Police said its owner was 
dealing with the problem when 
they arrived. 

Man cited for sexual assault

HAVING AN EVENT?
Email it to: news@addisonindependent.com

Send us your pet!
news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the weekState of Vt. updates fishing regulations
MONTPELIER —  Vermont’s 

fishing regulations will look 
different on Jan. 1, 2022. 
But don’t worry, most 
of the new regulations 
have been simplified 
and provide additional 
fishing opportunities. 
Those who fish like they 
have in the past will 
be legal, with a few 
exceptions. 

Vermont Fish & 
Wildlife biologists, 
warden service staff, 
fish and wildlife 
board, and the public 
have worked to 
develop regulations 
that are easier to 
understand while 
still providing 
protection for fish 
populations across 
Vermont, according 
to Director of the Fish 
Division Eric Palmer. 
“These new changes 
allow anyone to fish nearly all 
waterbodies in the state year-

round as long as they practice 
catch and release,” he said. 

Some additional 
highlights include:  

• In certain lakes and 
ponds, the winter harvest 
season for trout will start 
on Jan. 1. 

• You can keep eight 
trout from streams 
and rivers.  This 
means eight total fish 
of any combination 
of Brook, Brown or 
Rainbow Trout.  

• Many waters 
that were previously 
seasonally closed are 
now managed under 
general regulations.  

All of these changes 
mean that the number 
of tables in the Fishing 
Guide is reduced from 
10 to 3. 

To get all the details, 
visit Vermont Fish 
and Wildlife’s website 

at www.vtfishandwildlife.com, 
where you can download a copy 

of the “2022 Fishing Guide & 
Regulations” or grab a hard copy 
at one of many license agent 
locations across the state. 

“These new 
changes 
allow anyone 
to fish 
nearly all 
waterbodies 
in the state 
year-round 
as long as 
they practice 
catch and 
release.”

— Fish Division 
Eric Palmer
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Lion Forrest Lowell
Lion Bert Demarais
Lion Harris Thurber
Lion Martin Broughton
Lion Stan Payne
Lion Bob Frett

Lion Ray Mason
Lion Frank L. Cutler
Lion Erie Volkert
Lion Stan Lazarus
Lion Harry Browe
Lion Paul Munson

Lion Sid Ward
Lion George Saul III
Lion Tom Brown
Lion Ron Knef
Lion Bill Clark
Lion Francis Haggarty

Lion Roscoe Pratt
Lion Floyd “Supe” Peck
Lion Chet Ketchum
Lion Dr. Ray Collins
Lion Bob Brooks
Lion Greg Lyons

Lion Irwin Brent
Lion Gerald C. DeWitt
Lion Roger Desabrais Sr.
Lion Maurice Desautels
Lion Don Hunt
Lion Al Stillman

Lion Dave Van Vleck
Lion Ray Giroux
Lion Jim Davignon
Lion Rollie White

Middlebury Lions Christmas Memory Tree

In memory of Lions listed below who started in 1952 and have served unselfishly.
Their work will live on as we fellow Lions follow in their footsteps to serve our Middlebury area community.

“Not above you, not beneath you, but always with you. We serve.” 
Merry Christmas

Dorothy Allen
John Anderson
Marolyn Anderson
Faith Angier
Christobel Armstrong
Jack Armstrong
Joyce Bedard Aschoff
Arland Atkins
Linda Atkins
Hubert Atkins
Brian & Ramone Atherton
B. Frederick Atherton
Donald W. Atherton
Katherine B. Atherton
Stanley P. Atwood
Mary Rose Audet
Norman Audet
Ken Ayers
Kieth Ayers
Ann Bagley
Cleo Bagley
Zebber Bagley
Rufus Bagley
Harvey Bagley
Alice Baker
Burton Bailey
Frank Bailey
Hazel Bailey
Dillon Baldwin
Ira Baldwin
Kathryn Baldwin
Edna Ball
Florence Banner
Frank Banner
Janet Banner
Megan Barber
Paul Bark
Julia Barnett
Leon Barnett
Leslie Popper Barnett
Dr. Lyndon “Bill” Barnett
Ruth Barnett (Nana)
Gail Barrera
John Barrows
Nat Barsky
Mattie Bartlett
Roger Bassett
Jerry Beacham
Bill Beck
Coleen Beck
Ellen Beecher
Leonard Bergeron
Marie Rose Bergeron
Ann Berry
Chuck Berry
Clifford Bigelow
Harold Bigelow
Ruth Bigelow
Berton Billings
Hilda Billings
Louise Billings
Tom Billings
Wilfred Bilodeau
Gramma & Grandpa Bingham
Lawrence Bishop
Maude Bishop
Red Bishop
Chet Bodette
Boise Pets
Alice Boise
Annette Boise
Charles Boise
Grandma Boise
Mary Boise
Michael Boise
Reginald Boise
William Boise
Michael Bolduc
Robert Booska
Robert A. Booska
Jeffrey Booth
Anna Booska Botsford
Bruce E. Bourdon
Ernest Bourdon
J. Andre Bourdon
J. Andre Bourdon Jr.
Juliette Bourdon
Michael Brace
Rodney Brace
Wayland Brace
Eugene Bradford
Charles Brakeley
Monsignor Paul Bresnehan
Alta Brileya
EdwardBrileya
David Brileya
Ronald Brileya
Altha G. Broughton
Elmer Broughton
Frank Broughton
Geneva Broughton
Henry Broughton
Julia Broughton
Martin H. Broughton
Baby Boy Brouillette
Heidi Brousseau
Bobby Brown
Floyd Brown
Gayna Brown
Irene Brown
Tom Brown
Carrie Browning
Fabiala Brunet
Elgeor Brunet
Fletcher Brush
Frank Buonocontro
Richard Bullock
Bill Burke
Edward Burke
John Gardner Burke

John Walter Burke
Lois Burke
Marylou Burke
Miriam Burke
Irene Burns
Bernice Bushey
Denise Bushey
Dylan Bushey
Melvin Bushey
Buddy Butterfield
Dora Butterfield
Mildred Butterworth
Norma Carr
Hubert T. Casey
Keith Casey
Ramona Casey
Cecile Cawley
Walter Cawley
Edward Charbonnoue
Guy Chicoine
Cherly Chizmadia
Raymond Churchill
Clancy (dog)
Harold Clark
Neri Clark
Robert Clark
Ruth Y. Clark
Sandy Clark
Tim Clark
Ernest Cloutier
John Cloutier
Rollande Cloutier
Alice M. Colburn
Luther Colburn
Matt Coleman
Randy T. Comes
Randy Comes
Elizabeth Condon
Gerald Condon
Michael Condon
Theresa Condon
Stephen Condon Jr.
Elizabeth J. Conley
John T. Conley
Bette Coons
Jim Coons
Jennifer Coons
Morton Coons
Frederick Cope
Gladys Cope
Oliver Cope
Sarah Cope
Sharon Cope
Stephen Cope
Faye Cordell
Betty Counter
Bertha Counter
Henry Counter
Stanley Counter
Pat Courcy
Albert Cousineau
Arthur Cousineau
George Cousineau
Morris Cousineau
Peter Cousineau
Alan Cousino
John Cousino
Joyce Cousino
Ruth Cousino
Wayne Cousino
Winfred Cousino
Clarence Cox
Daniel Cox
Ruth Cox
Donna Poquette Cross
Jeffrey Crossman
Ethel Crowe
Harold Crowe
Grandpa & Gramma 
Cunningham
Robert Cunningham
Christopher Cunningham
Jack Cunningham
Phyllis Burke Cunningham
Richard Cunningham
William Cunningham
Patti Curtis
Dolly Cyr
Kate Cyr
James Cyr
Sonny Cyr
Leonard D. “Sonny” Cyr
Leonard P. Cyr
Mable Cyr
Doris Cyr-Pelkey
Ed Dahlin
Ernie Dahlin
Jessie Dahlin
Priscilla Dahlin
John Daley
James Danyow
Lucy Danyow
Raymond “Buck” Danyow
Arthur Danyow Sr.
Patricia Danyow
Bertha Danyow
James D. D’Avignon Sr.
Jim D’Avignon Sr.
Patricia D’Avignon
Alma Davis
Ann & Junior Davis
Grandpa and Gramma Davis
Uncle Walt Davis 
Arthur Davis
Della Davis
Hat Day
Leslie Day
Cookie Will Dayo
Alfleeda Degray
Rodney Degray

Lena DeLage
Lucien Desabrais
Norman Desabrais
Moses J. Desabrais
Julia Desabrais
Roger J. Desabrais 
John Desforges
Leo Desforges
Yvette Desforges
Bertha Desjadon
Walt Desjadon
Rebecca DiPanni
Mike Douglas
Norma Casey Dow
Claudia Dragon
Cora Dragon
Ellsy Dragon
Joseph Dragon
Sandy Dragon
Helen Draper
Alan Duclos
Robert Duclos
Jane tDuffany
Rube Duffany
Marcel Dubois
David Dupoise
Frank Dupoise
Heath Dupoise
Marilyn Dupoise
Michael Dupoise
Sophronia Dupoise
Elmer Edgerton
Larry Edgerton
Marjorie Edgerton
Mary Edgerton
William Edgerton
Mary Louise Edwards
Rebecca Erents
Lisa Elliot
Zip Elmer
Bob Euber
Gene Evans
Rita Fallon
Flora Farnsworth
Harold Farnsworth
Lori Farnsworth
Lucien Farnsworth
Lynn Farnsworth
Maynard Farr 
Elaine Farrell
James Farrell
Sidney Fenson Sr.
Clarence “Bub” Fisk
Sheldon Fisk
Rena Fisk
Elizabeth Fiske
Jack Fiske
Franklin Fisler
Thelma Flachsland
William Flachsland
Gloria Flemings
Charlie & Claudette Latrielle 
Foote
Colleen Forbes
Jim Ford
Janice Forguites
Leslie Forguites
James H. Foster Jr.
Eddie Foster  
Howard French
Inez French
Lorenzo Gagnon
Peter Gagnon
Linda Gale
Pete Gale
Dolly Gara
Jack Gara
John Gebo
Bertha Gemmill
Wallace Gemmill
Craig Genier
Stella Gero
Howard Gero Jr.
Howard Gero Sr.
Ezekiel H. Gile
Jim Gill
George Gilman
Ann Gipson
Marilyn Golembeski
Alfred Gonzalez
Barbara Gonzalez
Janice Gonzalez
Joseph Dodie Gonzalez
Joseph Gonzalez
Kathy Gonzalez
Mabel Doreau Gonzalez
Mary Steele Gonzalez
Narciso Gonzalez
Paul Gonzalez
Raymond J. Gonzalez
Raymond N. Gozalez
Rita Gonzalez
Carol M. Goodrich
Donald Goodrich
Donald “Topper” Goodrich
Douglas Goodrich
Hazel Goodrich
Harry Goodrow
Mildred Goodrow
Holly Burke Gordon
Lyle Greenwood
Peg Greenwood
Robert Guertin Sr.
Guiness
Blanche Hallock
Jesse Hallock
John Hallock
Gladys Hallock
Olga Hallock
Wayne Hallock

Andrea Halnon
Annette Hamlin
Paul Hamlin
Clifford Hanmer
Ruby Betts Hanmer
Walter F. Hanmer
Beverly Hanson
Martha Harrington
Lance Heidig
Gilbert Hescock
Maizie Hescock
Todd Hescock
Lynn Hinman
Guy “Lucky” Hoague
Inez Hubbell
Louise Hubbell
Robert Hubbell
Chris Huedorfer
Lynn Huestis
Erma Humiston
Frederick Humiston
Howard Humiston Sr.
Nellie Humiston
Sydney Humiston
Anna Husk
Dean Jackson
George Jackson
Jacqueline White Jackson
Russell Jackson Jr.
Russell Jackson
Walter Jackson
Jake Jacobsen
Lynn James
Meridith Jermain
Leonard Jerome
Tom Jessup
Ralph “Chet” Jewell
Anna Johnson
Stanley Johnson
Donald Keeler
Don Keeler Sr.
Julie Keeler
Harold Kelley
Eric Kemp
Theresa Kerr
Truman Kerr
Chet Ketcham
Darwin Kimball
Ada Kirby
Beatrice Laberge
Becky LaBerge
Charles Laberge
Charlie Laberge
Donald Laberge
Laura L. Laberge
Liz Laberge
Mary Laberge
Marilyn L. Laberge
Steven Laberge
Thomas Laberge
Charles F. Laberge III
Robert W. Laberge Sr.
Barbara LaDuc
Aline LaFountain
John E. LaFountain
Joseph LaFountain
Raymond LaFountain
Robert J. LaFountain
Wilfred LaFountain Sr.
Pat Lafraboise
Clifford LaGrow
Donald LaGrow
Hugh LaGrow
Irene LaGrow
Robert LaGrow
Ruth LaGrow
Clarnia Lamoureaux
Leon Lamoureaux
Fred Landon
Helen Landon
John Langfeldt
Ursula Langfeldt
John Langlois
Harris Larocque
Joe Larocque
Omer Larocque
Roger Larocque
Yvonne Larocque
Carrie LaRose
Donna Lawton
Henry Leach
Dolly Lebeau
Helen Lebeau
Marge Lebeau
Paul Lebeau
Guy F. Lebel
Martey Lebel
Peter Lebel
Ray Lebel
Brad Liska
Sandra Liska
Floyd Litch
Gisele Litch
Helen Litch
Jim Litch
Tim Litch
Bradford Seabury Littlefield
Bud Lundrigan
Rhodalee Lundrigan
Joan Maloy
Joe Malzac
Nora Malzac
Brian Manchester
Cary Marshall
Judy Marshall
Alan Marston
Faye Martin
Fay Martin
Francis Martin
Ivis Masterson

Stewart Masterson
Brian Mayer
Ferdinand Mayer
Genevieve Mayer
Karen Mayer
Steve Mc G.
Mac McCarty
Sara McCarty
Sally McClintock
John McKinley
Ron McKinnon
David L. Meunier
Henry J. Meunier
Lydia Meunier
Reginald Meunier
Joyce Morgan
Bootsie Morris
Edith Morse
Gary Morse
Kay Morse
Rupert Morse
Amanda Morton
John Moynihan
Marion Moynihan
Randy P. Mumford
Joseph W. Munson
Paul Munson
Rena Aldrich Munson
Thomas E. Munson
Douglas G. Murray
Douglas Murray Jr.
Howard Murray  
Monika Murray
Rita Murray
James Muzaca
Charles Needham
Frances Needham
Gert Needham
Laura Needham
Leonard Needham
Polly Needham
Warren Needham
Janice Neilson
Angie Neri
Karl W. Neuse
Bernard Newton
Regina Nickerson
Tim Nolan
Marilyn Nolter
David Nuceder
Betty Norris
Melissa Norris
Doris O’Brien
Phillip O’Brien Jr.
Phillip O’Brien Sr.
Maude O’Dea
Judy O’Donnell
Leon O’Donnell
Ted Okerlund
Irene Atkins Orvis
Karen Orvis
Muriel Orvis
Peter D. Orvis
Roseann Orvis
Wendel Orvis
Brian P. Oski
David W. Oski
Glenn W. Oski
James Oski
Maureen C. Oski
Charles Ouellette
Simone Ouellette
Delia Ouellette
Gregory Ouellette
Raymond Ouellette
Heather Palleschi
Alma Palmer
Bill Palmer
Bud Palmer
Chet Palmer
Julia Palmer
Betty Parizo
Matthew “Stub” Parizo
Beverly Parker
Horace Patterson
Lillian Patterson
Lucien Pauquette
Pete Pauquette
Yvette Pauquette
Alfred Lyman Payne
Marion H. Payne
Stanton F. Payne
Stella Foote Payne
Susan Piper
Florence E. Prieur
Peter W. Prieur
Floyd Supe Peck
Nora Peck
Karen Pedersen
Peder Pedersen
Harold Peryea
Jean Peryea
Leo Peryea
Melvina Peryea
Robin M. Pierce
Nancy Pietruszkiewicz
Brian Piorek
Shirley Plouffe
Wilma Poljacik
Casey James Poquette
Jane Porcheron
Maud Porcheron
Raymond Porcheron
Wayne Potter
Patricia Pratt
Roscoe Pratt
Dick Preble
Don Preble
Neaola Preble
Parker Preble

Peg Preble
Edna Puls
Robert Puls
Arthur Putnam
Christa Queneville
Alice Quesnel
Alice Condon Quesnel
Bugger Quesnel
Clara Quesnel
Dominique Quesnel
George Quesnel
Matt Quesnel
Matthew Quesnel
Mike Quesnel
Mike Quesnel Sr.
Phyllis Quesnel
Randy Quesnel
Terry Quesnel
Tom Quesnel
Thomas Quesnel
Bonnie Randall
Laurie Humiston Raymond
Laurie Raymond
John Record
Laura Record
Loretta Record
Vernon Record
Lorraine Record
Damon Record
Scarlett Record
Walter Reed
Ernie Reichert
Gary Reichert
Elizabeth Reilly
Dave Reising
Anna Reynolds
Joyce Reynolds
Seely Reynolds
Betty Lou Rheaume
Don Richer
Helen Ann Riley
Inger Riley
Janet Riley
Mary Riley
Vernon Riley Sr.
Vernon Riley Jr.
Albert Ringey
Jeffrey Ringey
Carol A. Ringey
Paul Ringey
Carol Rivers
Milly Rooney
Duncan Rosborough
Lillian Roucoulet
Adele Rounds
Lee Rounds
Robert Rounds
Shirley Rounds
Jeanette Cole Rowe
Deane Rubright
Alan Russett
Lynn B. Ryalls
Al Ryan
Nancy Ryan
Barbara Sabourin
Hector Sabourin
Ada Safford
Martha Trudeau Salmassy
Michael Sander
Sarah Sander
Gerald Sawyer
Theo Sawyer
Jackie Schenberger
Jackie Schenberger Croteau
Jane R. Schnable
Patricia Schnable
Rear Admiral Alan G. 
Schnable
Daisy Scott
Bruce Seaburg
Gertrude L. Seaburg
Harold E. Seaburg
David Sears
Walter Sears
Ron Selleck
Christopher Morrison 
Shamburg
Donald “Butc”h Shaw
Jourdaine Shaw
Bobo Sheehan
Leslie Sheehan
Ted Sheldrake
Harold Shepard
Lena Shepard
Susan Shepard
Andrew Sherman
Ethel Sherman
Robert P. Sherman
Robert P. Sherman Jr.
Sheila Sherman
Susan Sherman
Dewey Shiverette
Flora Shiverette
Father John Shortill
Omer Simard
Rosalie Simard
Nance Simkin
Mary Simpers
Claudene Slack
Archie Smith
Ella Smith
Dutton Smith Sr.
Grandma & Grandpa Smith
Karen Smith
Jim Smith
Michael Smith Family
Isabella Snoots
Spanky
Hilda Spaulding
Gale Stanley

Pauline Steady
Randall Steady
Randy Steady
Nancy A. Stearns
Charles Steele
 Millie Steele
Sister Mary Stewart
Dick Stillings
Jerry Stout
Joyce Burke Stout
Julia Strong
Roger Strong Jr.
Vernon Strong
Isabelle Swain
Michelle Swain
Winston Swain
Walter Swierk
Carolyn Swinton
Lyle Swinton
JamesThayer
Bill Thomas
Joan Thomas
Terry Thomas
Jane Thulin
Jane Wisell Thulin
Ross Thulin
Muriel Toczko
Tonya
Diane Torrey
Duanne Torrey
Donna Touhey
Jim Towle
Lindy Towle
Beaver Trudeau
Coanelin Trudeau
Gerald Trudeau
P. Michael Trudeau
Paul L. Trudeau
Reginal Trudeau
SteveTucker
StephenTucker
Edgar Turpin
Ernest Turpin
Mary Ann Turpin
Ruth Turpin
Norma Tyrell
Ralph Tyrell
Jere Urban
Dave Van Vleck
Eunice Van Vleck
Allen Vigotty
David Volkert
Rose Wakefield
James Walker
Kay Walker
Hazel Wallace
Howard L. Wallace
Joseph Wallace
Tom Walsh
Jim Warner
Marjorie Warner
Maynard Warner
Howard Warren Sr.
Ronald Warner
Nicholas Warren
Sandra Warren
Ann Watson
Albert L. Watson
Jacob M. Watson
Richard B. Watson
Red Watson
Everett Watts
June Watts
Tim Watts
Jacqueline Welch
Jillian Welch
Crystal Wells
Katy Wells
John Wesley
Margaret Wesley
Jack Whipple
Linda Payne White
Marilyn Whitney
PDG Win Whitney
Ernestine Whitney
Lizzie Whitney
Michael Whitney
Russell Whitney Jr.
Russell Whitney Sr.
Douglas Williams
Everett Williams
Michael Williams
Pauline Williams
Phillip Williams
Chief Don Williamson
Ellen Williamson
Barbara Wimett
Edward Wimett
Ron Wimette
Ronald Wimett
Ronald “Squint” Wimett
Helen Wisell
Leo Wisell
Tom Wisell
Paul Woods
Penny Gonzalez Woods
Alice Cunningham Worden
Ronald Worden
Patricia A. Wright
H. Kent Wright IV
David York
Kyle Young
John Zaluki
Lorraine Zaluki
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony 
Zawistowski
Edward Zawistowski
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Zawistowski
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inter is officially here 
and the days have 
officially started 
getting longer — yay! 
Though news of 
the pandemic and 
national politics isn’t 
always bright, here in 
the Addison County 
arts scene there’s 
some very good 
news to share. 

“It’s a very strange thing,” said Theresa Harris, 
the manager of Edgewater Galleries in 
Middlebury, “we had a really wonderful year — 
one of our strongest years yet.”

“It’s been fabulous,” echoed Terry Racich, 
manager at Art on Main in Bristol. “We have 
outsold every month this year, from 2019.”

Stacey Stanhope Dundon, of the Brandon 
Artists Guild, saw the boom in Brandon too. “It 
really kicked in in the middle of June,” she said. 
“We saw sales like we’ve never seen before.”

And up in Vergennes, Justine Jackson and 
Sophie Pickens saw their numbers “consistently 
expand” at Northern Daughters gallery on Main 
Street.

Now, no one is complaining, but this kind of 
success wasn’t exactly what these gallerists 
were expecting during the second year of the 
COVID pandemic. 

“It seems to me that what went on was that 
because people were more confined to their 
homes, they wanted to improve their space,” 
Harris suggested. “Or perhaps because our 
clientele wasn’t able to travel they focused on 
their homes and made new purchases.”

W
SEE ART ON PAGE 3

Area art gallery biz paints a pretty picture

ELSIE
 LYNN PARINI

BY

Edgewater Galleries in Middlebury, Northern Daughters gallery in Vergennes, Art on Main in Bristol and the Brandon Artists Guild all reported stellar sales in 2021. These pieces 
by Mike Mayone, Pamela Smith, Hallie Monroe, Valerie Dearing, Katie Runde and Julia Jensen were all sold this year.

“WE HAVE OUTSOLD EVERY 
MONTH THIS YEAR, FROM 2019.” 

— Terry Racich



PAGE 2 — Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, December 23, 2021

Something about the arrival of a winter evening sweeps 
the speaker in this poem up into a bit of mind travel over 
the landscape pulling in the owl, the moonlight, the 
bare trees of the forest, and Chagall. Somehow it all fits 

together. In early winter, much can feel possible 
even amidst the growing darkness present on 
so many levels. There is darkness in the forest, 
darkness in the vales of the fields, in the sky, and 
in the uncertainty, but there is also the moon’s soft 
light and the blue white light of snow creating the 
kind of conditions for the imagination to take off in 
mystical and inspiring ways, before landing again, 
re-grounded on Earth.

The appearance of Chagall in the poem was 
unexpected and fanciful. But he had a very mystical 
side, painting in Russia and Paris often against the 
backdrop of war and the challenges of making his 
way as a Jewish artist. But he stayed true to his art 
seeing it as “not the dream of one person but of 
all humanity.” His world, as ours, was full of winter, 

wooden houses, people, animals, even phantoms. All of this made it 
into his work, set against starlight and blue nights and a sense of deep 
wonder. Sometimes giving way to the imagination is one of the wisest 
things we can do as darkness settles in for a little while.

This poem first appeared in the Best of Burlington 2017 Anthology. Susan 
Jefts is a poet and editor from the Adirondacks and Vermont, whose 
poems have been published in numerous journals, most recently Quiet 
Diamonds by Orchard Street Press and Poems in the Time of Covid by 
Small Pond Press in Brattleboro. She runs workshops using poetry to 
deepen our experiences in nature, and of what we find sacred.

BLUE MISTS OF WINTER

NIGHT FLIGHT

When I look for wisdom tonight
I find aphorism in the mountain’s white ridge, 
shining in moonlight like a possible
future to have faith in. 
I sense more in places I can’t quite see
where the mountain meets the valley, 
where perhaps a rift exists,
holding onto night longer than 
the rest of the vale. I hear 
the night owl’s gasp on her flight 
through the black and ash pattern
of the forest under the moon’s 
broken light, threading its way
to an open field, to a farmhouse 
lit from inside, clinging to a hill’s crest. 
Winter’s mist turns the snow blue
as Chagall’s horses––the field rising 
like a flying carpet, candles floating
in the heavens, drifting down 
to the river of sacred swirling myth 
flowing from the fertile valley, 
the mountain perched like a chapel.

—By Susan Jefts

POETRY
T H E  M O N T H  I N

Susan Jefts 
is a poet and 
educator who 
lives in both Ripton, Vt., and 
the Adirondacks. She has 
been published in many 
regional and national journals, 
and has recently completed 
her first full-length book 
of poetry. Her website is 
manyriverslifeguidance.com.

SUBMIT TO THE NEXT ISSUE OF ZIG ZAG LIT MAG; DEADLINE JAN. 5, 2022

Those who live, labor or loiter (very loose 
definition) in Addison County are welcome to 
submit up to three pieces of writing and/or art 
to Zig Zag Lit Mag’s Issue.12. Submissions are 
open until Jan. 5, 2022. 

Those interested should email submissions 
to submit@zigzaglitmag.org. Include your full 
name, your town, your preferred email address 
and any other information you would like to 
give, including bio details.

WRITING
If you make it, we’ll take it: fiction, non-fiction, 
dramatic forms, poetry — any genre, any topic. 
Must be submitted in .doc or .docx format. 

For dramatic forms, .pdf format is acceptable. 
If you have questions regarding file format, 
contact Zig Zag Lit Mag for help. A maximum 
of 3,000 words per submission.

ART
Art must be submitted in high-resolution 
black-and-white format. Other formats will not 
be considered for publication

For more info and details about usage and 
rights visit zigzaglitmag.org/submit.

The magazine, which celebrated its fifth 
anniversary earlier this year with a release party 
at the Bixby Memorial Library in Vergennes, 

recently nominated several of its writes for a 
Pushcart Prize. The Pushcart is a prestigious 
small print publication award that’s been going 
strong for nearly a century. Zig Zag nominated 
Ann Fisher of Lincoln, Beth Christian of 
Weybridge, A. Jay Dubberly of Bristol, and Ray 
Hudson and David Weinstock of Middlebury. 
The publication also posthumously nominated 
Ed Webbley, who died in September. Issue.12 
will be dedicated to his memory.

The editing board is proud to show off Zig 
Zag’s new Re.Issues. Previously sold-out 
copies will be available digitally through the 
publication website, and the Re.Issues feature 
new work from longtime contributors.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M
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ART
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Another avenue that grew for Edgewater 
was their in-home consultations.

“So many people from the cities bought 
homes here in Vermont, or did renovations, 
and they wanted to get the space all 
furnished,” Harris said. “So we did a lot more 
consulting in 2021.”

Harris has the capability to put together 
digital presentations so customers can see 
artwork hanging on their walls virtually. Or 
if people are comfortable with her in their 

space, she loads up the van and brings 
options to the location in person. 

“We try things, we move things around,” she 
said. “And our customers are allowed to live 
with a piece for a little while to ‘try it on.’”

In Bristol, Racich has seen coffee mugs, 
pottery and scarves selling the best, as well 
as work from Lee Mahony — a woodworker 
new to Art on Main. 

“I think part of it is that everyone’s shopping 
privileges got nipped in the bud in 2020,” 
Racich said. “Another part of it was that 
tourism expanded this year, which was 
a huge contribution to our numbers this 
summer. For whatever reason, people are 
shopping local and that’s pretty exciting… We 
are really incredibly grateful for the tourists 
and locals who have been so supportive.”

In Brandon, Dundon said she wasn’t sure 
if the success BAG has seen was because 
people were making up for a year of not 
shopping, more tourists traveling to the 
area or if locals were just excited to get 
out. “Whatever it was,” she said, “it was an 

awesome 
combination.”

“It has been 
an incredible 
year for selling 
art,” said Beth 
Svenningsen, 
a watercolor 
painter who 
joined BAG this 
year. “In only 
eight months 
of exhibiting in 

“IT’S BEEN AN 
INCREDIBLE 
YEAR FOR 
SELLING ART... 
IT’S VERY 
ENCOURAGING.” 

— Beth Svenningsen

SEE GALLERY ON PAGE 16

“Dinner Time on Route 7” by Beth Svenningsen, original watercolor, 11” x 18” — sold for $740 from the 
Brandon Artists Guild this year.

“The Lake, His Other Mother” by Anne Cady, oil on 
canvas 28” x 22” — sold for $3,600 from Northern 
Daughters Fine Art Gallery in 2021.



PAGE 4 — Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, December 23, 2021

NEW ANTHEM CELEBRATES FAREWELL TO 2021

“Meeting Is Over” is a stripped-down, 
acoustic anthem that celebrates the 
cycles of life and death, endings and 
renewal, farewells and reunion. A perfect 
song then to bid farewell to 2021 and to 
look forward to new horizons in 2022. 
This release is a cross-continental 
collaboration between two soulful and 
expressive singer/songwriters, Piers 
Faccini (France) and Moira Smiley (who 
calls Bristol home). Both artists are well 
known for partnering with many leading 
musical lights — Smiley with Tune-Yards, 
Solas and Sam Amidon; Faccini with Ben 
Harper, Camille and Don La Nena.

Smiley and Faccini — separately chosen 
for Songlines’ Top Of The World 2021 
— both released critically acclaimed 
albums this year. This is the first time the 
two have collaborated in the studio.

“Meeting Is Over” is an old American 
song about “meeting on the other shore.” 
Driven by Smiley on the banjo with 
Faccini on fretless guitar and the West 
African guembri, the single also features 
Irish multi-instrumentalist Seamus Egan 
on guitar.

The haunting and yet comforting style 

online tunes
more

TOWN HALL THEATER BRINGS BACK 
HOLIDAY JUKEBOX STREAMING 

It was one of the best ideas to come out of 
the dreary Covid lockdown. Since people 
couldn’t go caroling or even attend a 
Messiah sing-along, Middlebury’s Town Hall 
Theater found a way to bring the season 

into everyone’s living room.

“We enlisted some of the area’s best singers and 
musicians to make videos, and packaged them 
together as the Holiday Jukebox, rolling it out on 
Christmas Eve,” said THT artistic  
director Douglas Anderson. “But would anybody 
watch?”

They watched. The Jukebox had hundreds of 
views and raised over $2,600 for the HOPE Food 
Bank in 2020. 

MUSIC
U P C O M I N G

BOOK
R E V I E W

The visceral and immediate 
start of this book — Travis Wren, 
a brooding loner, partially on the 
run himself, is a private investigator, of sorts, with a special skill he has 
the ability to see people when he lays his hands on objects that belong 
to them — had me in its grasp from the very start. A bit of his backstory is 
revealed as we follow along on his search for an award-winning author who 
has disappeared without a trace. At the time of this telling, she has been 
missing almost two years. Fast forward, or rather jump ahead, as three new 
characters, Bee, her sister Calla and Calla’s husband Theo, in alternate 
chapters, tell their story. Piece by piece, they discover a connection, hidden 
to what purpose at first they don’t know. The events that transpire in the 
book are wholly unexpected, and thrilling and slightly creepy as the secrets 
of a hidden community, created by people trying to live a simple life, are 
revealed. Part of what I found really intriguing about this book was the 
ending, neat, but not too neat. Of course, I won’t spoil that for you here but 
it’s definitely a book you want to read to the end.

— Reviewed by Jenny Lyons. Connect with her on Instagram @jennysbookshop  
to find more great book reviews and recommendations.  

Look for these titles and more at your local bookstore.

A HISTORY OF WILD PLACES — BY SHEA ERNSHAW

All’s Well,  
by Mona Awad

Animal,  
by Lisa Taddeo

The River at Night,  
by Erica Ferencik

Everything You Want Me to Be,  
by Mindy Mejia

The Sun Down Motel,  
by Simone St. James

Saint X,  
by Alexis Schaitkin

The Girls,  
by Emma Cline

Long Bright River,  
by Liz Moore

(Atria Books)

NOVELS TO KEEP YOU UP AT NIGHT

SEE JUKEBOX ON PAGE 15

SEE ANTHEM ON PAGE 15



Addison Independentt | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, December 23, 2021 — PAGE 5

FILM
ARIES: March 21-April 20. Aries, the stars have 
been keeping you on your toes lately. There has 
been much going on but somehow you have 
been able to wade through it all like a rock star.

TAURUS: April 21-May 
21. Others are asking 
you to stretch yourself 
beyond normal limits, 
Taurus. Do your best, 
but weigh the eff ects 
that this could have on 
your overall well-being. 

GEMINI: May 22-June 
21. Aim to be honest 
and direct with others 
as much as you can 
this week, Gemini. If 
you can prove you are 
trustworthy, then more 
people are likely to 
follow you.  

CANCER: June 22-July 
22. Cancer, you may be 
introduced to someone 
who is the ideal partner 
for you at work. This 
pairing can lead to the 
successful completion 
of projects new and old.  

LEO: July 23-Aug. 23. 
Prioritize your actions 
to maximize peace and 
quiet, Leo. You have 
been under pressure 
lately, so take every 
opportunity to enjoy 
some quiet time.

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 
22. Virgo, your intuition 
is telling you that there 
are tensions growing at 
home or at the offi  ce. 
You will have to fi nd 
ways to diff use any situations that may grow out 
of control.

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23. Continue to lean into 

an optimistic mindset, Libra. It will enable you to 
be a bright light when others are feeling a little 
down. Boost good moods.

SCORPIO: Oct. 
24-Nov. 22. You are 
naturally compelled to 
look deeper into any 
circumstance you fi nd 
yourself in, Scorpio. 
Always dig below the 
surface to unveil the 
truth, even if it takes 
work.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23-Dec. 21.Be direct 
about any frustrations 
you may be harboring, 
Sagittarius. Share your 
feelings with others 
who are willing and 
able to help. Releasing 
this burden will prove 
liberating.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22-Jan. 20. This week 
is packed with cosmic 
action, Capricorn. All of 
this energy has you a 
bit restless. Rest easy, 
as you will soon fi gure 
out how to juggle 
your personal and 
professional lives.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21-
Feb. 18. Aquarius, you’re 
on a truth-seeking 
mission and you’re 
ready to question 
everything you see. 
Take a step back and 
fi gure out your strategy, 
which will require 
fi nesse.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 20. Pisces, try to 
smooth over something that has been a thorn 
in your side for some time. Keep at it and you’ll 
persevere.

Cosmic ForecastCosmic Forecast

OPEN: M-F 10-5, Saturday 9:30-4
Closed Sunday

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

* Offer valid 12/26/21 - 1/31/22. * In-stock sewing machines.

WINTER

CLEARANCE

* Offer valid 12/26/21 - 1/31/22. * In-stock sewing machines.* In-stock sewing machines.

WINTER

CLEARANCE
Find a New Love       Adopt a 
New Machine!

♥

®®

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

Deck the HallsDeck the Halls
with Wreaths, 

Poinsettias, 
Centerpieces, 

and More!

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Closed
December 24th - January 4th. 

Happy Holidays
& Happy New Year!

Mon., Wed.- Sat.
10am-5pm

Masks now required in store

DEC. 23 — Donna Tartt, author (58)
DEC. 24 — Anthony Fauci, physician (81)
DEC. 25 — Louise Bourgeois, artist (d) 
DEC. 26 — David Sedaris, humorist (65)

DEC. 27 — Johannes Kepler, physicist (d)
DEC. 28 — Maggie Smith, actress (87)
DEC. 29 — Pablo Casals, cellist (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

VERMONT PREMIERE 
OF ‘SHEPHERD: THE 
STORY OF A JEWISH 
DOG’ SCREENS IN MIDDLEBURY

MNFF Selects, the monthly screening series 
presented by the Middlebury New Filmmakers 
Festival, will host the Vermont premiere 
screening of the poignant drama “Shepherd: 
The Story of a Jewish Dog,” on Thursday, Dec. 
30, at 7 p.m., at Town Hall Theater in Middlebury. 
In keeping with the theme of this year’s 
Selects series, “Humans and Animals: Shared 
Experiences, Intersecting Worlds,” this special 
family-friendly holiday fi lm, from award winning 
director Lynn Roth, sensitively portrays the 
timeless and unbreakable bond between a boy 
and his faithful dog as it is put to the ultimate test 
in late 1930’s Nazi Germany. When the wrenching 
Nuremberg Laws are passed, forbidding Jews 
from owning pets, Kaleb, a German Shepherd, is 
forcibly separated from his Jewish family and his 
beloved 10 year old master, Joshua. What follows 
is a powerful story of love and courage during 
an unforgettable time in history seen largely 
through the eyes and perspective of a dog. 
Based on the novel “The Jewish Dog,” by Israeli 
author Asher Kravitz, the fi lm is not rated, but the 
director suggests for audiences 12+.

Lynn Roth, the fi lm’s director, summed up her 
feelings for the fi lm this way: “The famous 
adage, attributed to W.C. Fields, was never 
work with children and animals when making 

BOOKSTORETH
E

802.465.8009               8 CONANT SQUARE              BRANDON, VERMONT

Seasons Readings from The Bookstore!

SEE FILM ON PAGE 7
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FRIDAY, DEC. 24
TOWN HALL THEATER VIRTUAL 
HOLIDAY JUKEBOX. Friday, Dec. 

24-Saturday, Jan. 1, online at townhalltheater.
org. THT presents a new concert showcasing an 
uplifting collection of local music videos. $10. 
Proceeds benefit the Giving Fridge.

THURSDAY, DEC. 30
“SHEPHERD: THE STORY OF A JEWISH DOG” 
ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Dec. 
30, 7 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant 
St.  From award winning director Lynn Roth, 
this film sensitively portrays the timeless and 
unbreakable bond between a boy and his 
faithful dog as it is put to the ultimate test in 
1930’s Germany. When the Nuremberg Laws are 
passed forbidding Jews to own pets, Kaleb, a 
German Shepherd, is separated from his Jewish 
family and his beloved 10 year old master, 
Joshua. What follows is a story of love and 
courage during an unforgettable time in history 
seen through the eyes and perspective of a dog. 
More info at mnff.org or townhalltheater.org.

FRIDAY, DEC. 31
NEW YEAR’S EVE FIREWORKS AND ICE 
SKATING IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Dec. 
31, beginning at 6:30 p.m., Middlebury Rec 

Field, Mary Hogan Dr. American Legion Post 
27, is sponsoring this year’s New Year’s Eve 
fireworks and ice skating. Fireworks will begin 
at approximately 6:30 p.m. When they’re done  
head over to the Memorial Sports Center and 
enjoy free ice skating from 7-8:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JAN. 2
“CINDERELLA” LIVE IN HD IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Sunday, Jan. 2, 1 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. 
Maple St. Laurent Pelly’s storybook staging of 
Massenet’s Cendrillon is presented with an all-
new English translation in an abridged 90-minute 
adaptation, with mezzo-soprano Isabel 
Leonard as its rags-to-riches princess. Encore 
screening of the January 1 Met performance. 
Tickets $24 adults/$10 students, available at 
townhalltheater.org.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 5
“FROM REMBRANDT TO VINCENT VAN GOGH 
AND BEYOND” VIRTUAL LECTURE. Wednesday, 
Jan. 5, 7 p.m., Vermont Humanities Council. 
Author and artist Carol Berry describes how 
Rembrandt, Delacroix, Millet and other artists 
inspired Vincent Van Gogh to develop a 
personal and universal language that ultimately 
resonated with 20th century artists. Register 
at vermonthumanities.org/first-wednesdays/
library-schedules/first-wednesdays-middlebury.

THURSDAY, JAN. 6
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB CROSS-COUNTRY SKI 
IN RIPTON. Thursday, Jan. 6, Goshen Dam. A 2-4 
mile ski to Goshen Dam,  depending on route, 
snow conditions, and if group prefers to do as 
a loop. If snow is not good, will do as a hike or 
snowshoe. Contact Morris Earle at morrisearle@
gmail.com with questions or to register.

SATURDAY, JAN. 8
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN RIPTON. 
Saturday, Jan. 8, Spirit in Nature, Goshen Rd. 
Easy to moderate hike on the Spirit in Nature 
trails, 3-4 miles maximum, minimal elevation 
gain. Depending on conditions snowshoes, 
microspikes and poles recommended. Contact 
leader Liana Merrill at merrill.liana@gmail.com to 
get details and register.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 12
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB SNOWSHOE IN 
HANCOCK. Wednesday, Jan. 12. Snowshoe 
north from Middlebury Gap on the Long Trail to 
Silent Cliffs and towards Burnt Hill turnoff. 1-2 
miles each way, depending on group interest. 
Strenuous. Contact Morris Earle at morrisearle@
gmail.com with questions or to register.

SEE CALENDAR ON PAGE 7

ARTS+LEISURE ads@addisonindependent.com

802-388-4944 

it makes everything 
merry and bright!

Share the joy of advertising with the Addy Indy!

JOY
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a movie. So 
glad I did 
not heed the 
advice of Mr. 
Fields. Making 
‘Shepherd: 
The Story of 
a Jewish Dog’ 

with these magnifi cent animals and talented 
children was the best cinematic decision 
I ever made. But I really felt compelled to 
make this fi lm. The theme was gigantically 
important to me: the exploration of the 
relationship between humans and canines 
that is incredibly profound — one which 
communicates through the heart. And 
seeing this tragic time in history through 
the experiences of a dog would create an 
emotional reaction for an audience that is 
visceral and memorable. Many viewers have 
told me that after seeing the fi lm, they went 
home and hugged their dog for a week.”

MNFF Artistic Director Jay Craven noted, “It’s 
fi tting that our series, that focuses on peoples’ 
relationships with animals — would include a 
family-friendly picture about a dog — that is 
also about something larger and familiar but 
presented in a new way. The fi lm is beautifully 
made — and memorable. And it opens an 

accessible and appropriate door to younger 
audiences.”

“MNFF Selects is delighted to present the 
Vermont premiere of this engaging and 
dramatic family-friendly fi lm as our special 
holiday season off ering,” noted Lloyd Komesar, 
MNFF Producer. “We think ‘Shepherd: The 
Story of a Jewish Dog’ truly illuminates this 
year’s Selects theme of exploring the deep and 
lasting connections between human beings 
and animals. The historical context of the story 
only accentuates the emotional importance of 
these relationships.”

Individual adult tickets to each fi lm are $16. 
Youth 12-17 tickets are $11. Children under 12 
tickets are $7. Tickets can be purchased at 
middfi lmfest.org/portfolio/shepherd-the-story-
of-a-jewish-dog, townhalltheater.org or by 
phone at 802-382-9222 or in person at the THT 
box offi  ce, Monday-Friday, 12-5 p.m. The fi lm’s 
trailer can also be seen at middfi lmfest.org/
portfolio/shepherd-the-story-of-a-jewish-dog.

The MNFF Selects Series will be adhering to 
the following simple and safe COVID protocol: 
All attendees 12 and over must be vaccinated 
and all attendees, including children under 12, 
must wear masks while inside the theater.

PPet of et of the the WWeekeek

    
MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

MCTV Channel 1071 
Friday, Dec. 24
 5:15 a.m. Central Vermont Public
   Safety
 7:30 a.m. Congregational Church 
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 6:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 7:30 p.m.  Abled and On Air
Saturday, Dec. 25
 9 a.m.  Energy Week
 10 a.m.  Selectboard, Public Affairs
 3:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 4 p.m.  Memorial Baptist Service
 5:30 p.m.  Eckankar
 7 p.m.  Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m.  Energy Week
 9 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
Sunday, Dec. 26
 12 a.m.  Generally Irritable with  
  Martha Redic
 5 a.m.  Selectboard, Public Affairs
 9 a.m.  Catholic Mass
 10 a.m.  Energy Week
 11 a.m.  Memorial Baptist Service

 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6:30 p.m. Eckankar 
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 10 p.m. Middlebury Edition
Monday, Dec. 27
 12 a.m. Cannabis Control Board  
  (CCB)
 6 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
 6 p.m. GMC Board
Tuesday, Dec. 28
 12 a.m. GMC Board
 9:30 a.m. Eckankar
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 6 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs 
Wednesday, Dec. 29
 4:30 a.m. CCB
 7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 9 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 5 p.m. Energy Week

 7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
Thursday, Dec. 30
 5 a.m. Selectboard
 7:30 a.m. Middlebury Edition
 8 a.m. Congregational Service
 10 a.m. Gov. Scott
 12 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 4 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 8 p.m. Energy Week
 10:30 p.m. Eckankar
Channel 1091 
Friday, Dec. 24
 5:30 a.m. ACSD & HCC School  
  Boards
 7:30 a.m. A Child’s Christmas in Wales  
  (Ham Gillett 2017)
 12 p.m. The Story Matters - MCTV  
  History
 3 p.m. Poets and Authors
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 p.m. The Story Matters - Chris  
  Olson, Dick Thodal
 6:30 p.m. The Story Matters - MCTV  
  History
 7:30 p.m.  A Child’s Christmas in  
  Wales

 8:30 p.m. First Wednesdays
 10 p.m. Yestermorrow Series
Saturday, Dec. 25
 5 a.m. All Things LGBQ
 6 a.m. ACSD School Board
 12 p.m. The Story Matters
 2:45 p.m. Kids Yoga 
 3 p.m. Yoga 
 4:30 p.m.  A Child’s Christmas in Wales 
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 p.m. MUHS Winter Concert
 9 p.m. The Story Matters
Sunday, Dec. 26
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. The Story Matters
 8 a.m. MUHS Winter Concert
 2 p.m. The Story Matters
 4 p.m. “The Sound of Music”
 6:45 p.m. ACSD, HCC Boards
Monday, Dec. 27
 5 a.m. Poets and Authors
 11 a.m. Chair Yoga 
 12 p.m. The Story Matters
 4 p.m. MUHS Concert
 5:45 p.m. “The Sound of Music”
 8 p.m. ACSD, HCC Boards

Tuesday, Dec. 28
 6 a.m. Yestermorrow 
 8:20 a.m. The North Branch Nature  
  Center
 9:30 a.m. The Story Matters
 12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 1 p.m. ACSD, HCC Boards
 6 p.m. The Story Matters
 8 p.m. MUHS Concert
 10 p.m. Yestermorrow
Wednesday, Dec. 29
 12 a.m. Programs on Architecture
 7 a.m. “The Sound of Music”
 12 p.m. The Story Matters
 3:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 4:30 p.m. MUHS Concerts
 10 p.m. ACSD, HCC Boards
Thursday, Dec. 30
 12 a.m. The Story Matters
 6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 a.m. Yoga
 10 a.m. Yestermorrow
 12 p.m. ACSD Board
 5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6:30 p.m. “The Sound of Music”
 8:45 p.m. MUHS Jazz Band

“THE 
ELEPHANT IN 
THE ROOM” 
VIRTUAL 
LECTURE 
SERIES IN 
MIDDLEBURY. 
Wednesday, 

Jan. 12, 7 p.m., Zoom. In “Picturing Diff erence: 
Photography, Democracy, and Race in the 19th 
Century,” Michelle Smiley will discuss American 
daguerreotype portraiture, its uses as both 
as a scientifi c instrument and as a means of 
picturing loved ones, as well as the photographic 
portrait as a medium of democratic participation, 
particularly for African American, Asian, and 
women subjects. More info and registration at 
henrysheldonmuseum.org/events.

SATURDAY, JAN. 15
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN CHARLOTTE. 
Saturday, Jan. 15, Charlotte Wildlife Refuge. An 
easy to moderate 3.1-mile network hike through 
woodlands and farms. The 290-acre property 
includes 2.25 miles of gravel trails winding through 
agricultural fi elds and meadows. Elevation gain is 
about 200 feet. Pets are not allowed on this hike. 
Contact trip leader Ken Corey at kac4964@gmail.
com for questions or to register. 

SUNDAY, JAN. 16
“FROM THE WILD SEA” ON SCREEN IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, Jan. 16, 2 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Maple St. This documentary portrays 
the heroic eff orts of a network of marine wildlife 
rescue volunteers who work tirelessly to save sea 
animals from oil, plastic and escalating winter 
storms. In depicting the complex collision between 
humans and nature, the fi lm deftly oscillates 
between the perspectives of humans and animals. 
Part of the MNFF Selects series. More info and 
tickets at townhalltheater.org or middfi lmfest.org.

CALENDAR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

FILM
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Middlebury New 
Filmmakers Festival will 

host the Vermont premiere 
of “Shepherd: The Story 

of a Jewish Dog,” on 
Thursday, Dec. 30, at 7 

p.m., at Middlebury’s Town 
Hall Theater.
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MiniBury
A RELIABLE RESOURCE FOR PARENTS SEEKING FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENTS, ACTIVITIES, CAMPS AND CLASSES IN AND AROUND MIDDLEBURY

NOON YEAR’S EVE
Pre-pandemic, Ilsley Library used to host an annual Noon Year’s 
Eve party with a special countdown — and all the hats and 
glasses and noise-makers — at 11 a.m. on Dec. 31. Until it’s safe 
to gather again, the library is giving out free party kits so families 
can do their own festive countdowns at home. Pick up your kit in 
the children’s room anytime next week, starting Monday, Dec. 27, 
until supplies run out.

Where to ice 
skate this winter
Celebrate the end of 2021 with free family 
ice skating at Middlebury’s Memorial Sports 
Center — after the town fi reworks — from 7-8:30 
p.m. on New Year’s Eve. 

Does your family love gliding along the ice? 
Here are some more skating options to look 
forward to this winter. 

The outdoor rink at Vermont Tradewinds Farm
in Shoreham is always a treat — with fl ood lights 
for skating after dark, and a fi re pit for warming 
up. Owner Tim Hescock said he started fl ooding 
the fi eld in preparation for the rink earlier this 
week. “It really depends on the weather,” he 
said, “but we are hoping to have it open the day 
after Christmas.”

Tradewinds also has a network of cross-country 
ski trails and an excellent sledding hill, the use 

of which is included with skating access in a $25 
family season pass. 

In Middlebury, Memorial Sports Center has open 
skating hours several days a week throughout 
the winter. Additionally, the rec department 
plans to install an outdoor rink on the fi elds near 
Mary Hogan School again this year. Program 
Coordinator Scott Bourne said he hopes to have 
it ready for public skating by mid-January. 

The outdoor Bristol rink is located near the 
Bristol Rec Fields on Airport Drive, and 
the Vergennes outdoor rink is in Veterans’ 
Memorial Park. Both will be open daily, weather 
permitting, all winter.

Looking for a skating adventure? When 
conditions are right, you can fi nd frozen fl ooded 
farm fi elds near the Lemon Fair River, or off  
Swamp Road in Cornwall. 

Later in the winter, ice skaters can venture 
farther afi eld to Fairlee where they’ll fi nd a 4.5 
mile groomed skating loop on Lake Morey.

MiniBury.com
THINGS TO DO    MEET PARENTS & FRIENDS  

  NEWS FOR FAMILIES    TIPS, TRICKS & TRENDS    CALENDAR

Coming Up

A PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ADDY INDY

The Gong girls celebrated the start of 2020 at Ilsey. 
INDEPENDENT FILE PHOTO/STEVE JAMES

Happy New Year!
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PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website. We may have a pet for you.
388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org

236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Gunner is a sweet, 8-year old gentleman who 
is looking to curl up on a cushy dog bed and 
be near his people.  He is people and dog 
friendly.  He enjoys leisurely walks and hikes, 
but would be happier at home if you plan to 
hike Mt. Abe!

Reina is a 4-year old female black lab.  Super 
people-friendly and dog social.  She finds 
chickens a little too interesting and will chase 
them. She might knock very young children 
down in her enthusiasm to get some lovin’ from 
bigger humans.  Reina needs an active home 
to meet her energy level and more training to 
understand some boundaries.

Delta came our way as an owner-surrender at 
3 years old. He needs to be the only pet in the 
house at this time. He is active, friendly to family 
and independent. For more information on Delta, 
please call or email a Homeward Bound adoption 
counselor!

Dunkin & Donut are two beautiful and sweet seniors who came to us out of 
a situation where they were severely medically neglected. Since coming to 
Homeward Bound, they have both received dental surgery and had to have 
many teeth extracted. Following about a month of full medical overhaul, they 
are feeling much better! They are 9 and 12 years old, respectively, and are a 
bonded pair. Dunkin (female) and Donut (male) are adorable together. They 
both are on a wet food only diet due to their semi-toothless mouths, but they 
love feeding time! This duo has been sampling all sorts of delicious flavors and 
loving every minute of it! They are both curious, relaxed and affectionate – a 
perfect pair for any home.

Meet Goldie & Gidget! This mom and daughter 
duo are bonded so we’d like to adopt them 
together. Goldie is a fun loving mom who 
actively seeks attention and enjoys running 
around getting zoomies. Although Gidget can be 
a bit more timid, bring out some green peppers 
and she’ll run right over to see you! Gidget loves 
to vocalize her desire for food! Gidget will need 
someone with a little bit more patience as she 
works on her self-confidence, but with yummy 
snacks and consistent help, she will flourish with 
Goldie by her side. If you think you’d be the right 
home for these girls, call us today and come see 
them!

Meet Oldielocks, she’s a senior lady at 10 years 
old. At no fault of her own she has found herself 
here. She lived previously with a dog. She would 
like a quiet home where she can lounge around 
and live out the rest of her sunny days.

Proud to help you provide quality care for all of your pets,
we know your animal companions are a central part of your life! 

PET FOOD
Quality Brands Including:

ASK ABOUT OURPet Food ClubEarn rewards for your purchases!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
338 Exchange Street, Middlebury

388-4937 • www.MiddleburyAgway.com
Mon - Fri 8-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sundays 9-4

Open 
7 days

Join our email list
 for preferred

customer savings!

TOYS &
TREATS

SELF SERVEAccessories
 & Grooming 

Supplies
Leashes • Harnesses 
Collars • Clothing 

Food Dishes 
Storage Bins 

 Beds & Baskets
Brushes, shampoos, skin treatment, ointments to keep your

pets’ coats healthy and problem free!
Kennels, Dog Houses & Carrying Cases
Come in and check the variety we have in stock!

   Large & Small Animal Products
    • Feed • Supplements • Training & Grooming Supplies
    • Cages, Foods, Treats & Bedding 
    • Bird food, toys and cages
    • Basics for fish, too!

Everything you need for pet support!

Feeders,
 Seed & Suet, 

Houses & 
Accessories.

Wild Bird 
Supplies

YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™   •  www.middleburyagway.com

Think of Agway when you think of your pets!

How dog owners can curb barking
Some dogs bark to express 
that they are bored.

Though it might try the 
patience of dog owners and 
their neighbors, barking is 
a perfectly normal behavior 
for dogs. But dog owners 
dealing with excessive 
barking can learn about why 
dogs bark and how to treat 
barking problems.

Barking is a natural way 
for dogs to communicate. 
Some dogs may bark to 
alert their owners that 
someone is approaching 
the house or if they hear 
unexpected noises outside. 
The American Kennel Club 
notes that some dogs may 
bark as a way of expressing 
their desire to exercise 
or receive some mental 
stimulation. Some dogs 
bark when they are bored or 
lonely, and some bark when 
they are alarmed or scared.

Behavioral training of 
dogs requires time and 
may require considerable 
patience on the part of dog 
owners whose dogs are 
barking excessively. So dog 
owners must recognize that 
curing excessive barking 
won’t happen overnight.

Do not shout at the dog. 
Shouting at a barking dog 
will only encourage more 
barking, so frustrated dog 

owners must resist the 
temptation to shout as they 
attempt to correct barking. 
Maintain a calm, fi rm voice 
when working with a dog to 
curb its barking.

Be consistent. PetEducation.
com recommends that 
dog owners pick a one-
word command and 
use it whenever they are 
attempting to correct 
excessive barking. Maintain 
the same calm tone of voice 
each time the command 
word is spoken.

Rely on positive 

reinforcement. The AKC 
advises dog owners keep 
some high-value treats at 
the ready as they attempt 
to curb their dogs’ barking. 
When dogs begin to bark, 
owners can wait patiently 
for them stop. Once dogs 
stop, dog owners can wait 
a moment before praising 
the dog and then supplying 
a treat. As the process 
progresses, dog owners 
can increase the intervals 
between dogs ceasing to 
bark and the presentation of 
the treat.

—MetroCreative

Send us your pet!
news@addisonindependent.com

Pet of the 
WEEK

barking, so frustrated dog 

Pet of the 
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ACROSS
 1. Chinese Muslim group

 5. Alternative name

10. Resounds

12. Supporter

14. Furnishes anew

16. Beloved Hollywood alien

18. Supervises fl ying

19. Ballplayer’s tool

20. Coarse edible red 

seaweed

22. Former CIA

23. Basketball player

25. Travel necessities

26. Honey producer

27. Military analysis (abbr.)

28. Diego, Francisco, Anselmo

30. Mental sharpness and 

inventiveness

31. Popular Easter meal

33. Man (Spanish)

35. __ de la __

37. Counterweights

38. Made a harsh, grating 

noise

40. Monetary unit

41. Commercials

42. Cool!

44. Partner to cheese

45. Expression of creative skill

48. Unit of angle

50. Transported

52. N. American people of 

Kansas

53. Computer game character 

Max

55. Moved swiftly

56. Everyone has one

57. Tin

58. A mole is one

63. Nocturnal hoofed animals

65. Oppositional to

66. Monetary units

67. Not on time

DOWN
 1. Hogshead (abbr.)

 2. Misery resulting from 

affl  iction

 3. Defunction European 

group

 4. Line on a map

 5. Becomes less intense

 6. Back muscle

 7. Frosted

 8. Ethiopian town

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box 
must contain each 
of the numbers 1 to 
9. Puzzles come in 
three grades: easy, 
medium and diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 14.

 9. Midway between south 

and east

10. Wipe from the record

11. In a continuous way

13. Breathe

15. Cleaning device

17. Male organ

18. Tab on a key ring

21. Criminals

23. Taxi

24. Cheer of encouragement

27. Wartime American escort 

carrier

29. Polish river

32. Current unit

34. Life form

35. Painful contractions

36. Glowing

39. Press against lightly

40. Melancholic

43. Something you can be 

under

44. Of the mind

46. E. Indian cereal grass

47. Couple

49. Sharpshoot

51. A baglike structure in a 

plant or animal

54. __ Blyton, children’s 

author

59. Human gene

60. Data mining methodology 

(abbr.)

61. Examines animals

62. Mineral

64. Cools your home

PuzzlesPuzzles

Exercise your mind.
With the Addy Indy puzzles every Thursday!

StayStay SharpSharp
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hile rosemary is not a 
perennial in Vermont, 
you can still grow and 
enjoy fresh rosemary 
all year. Just plant it 
in a container. Bring 
it outside in warmer 
weather and inside 
before the first frost.

Why rosemary?

It is attractive, resembling a small pine tree, 
and has a pleasant scent, is easy to grow and 
offers great flavor and versatility as a culinary 
herb. All common rosemary (Rosmarinus 
officinalis) plants provide edible rosemary.

Rosemary can be grown from seed, though 
not recommended, or by rooting stem 
cuttings. Plants usually can be purchased for 
under $10 and are available at garden centers 

during warmer months and by mail order 
anytime. Make sure the plant you choose is a 
common rosemary plant with an upright form.

Select an appropriate container for potting 
your rosemary.  My rosemary plant was about 
7 inches tall when I bought it and is now 22 
inches tall. After purchasing, I planted it in a 
decorative, partially glazed ceramic container 
10 inches in diameter and 9 inches in height 
with a drainage hole at the bottom, a container 
it could grow into. An alternate option would 
be to use a smaller container and then 
transplant to a larger one as the plant grows.

For planting, use soil amended with compost. 
Drainage is important, as rosemary will not 
tolerate excess water, but do not let your plant 
dry out. If you notice that some leaves are no 
longer green, more water is needed.

I fertilize my plant with a food-safe, water-

soluble fertilizer when it is outside. Rosemary 
needs sun, so place your rosemary in a spot 
where it will get at least 6 hours of sunlight 
daily.

The only pruning I have done is to clip off 
stems when harvesting fresh rosemary for 
cooking or to remove dead stems. If you 
choose, you can prune your plant to shape it.

While rosemary is an herb that can be used to 
flavor many foods, I use it mostly in cooking 
chicken and potatoes. I keep things simple, 
using only three ingredients and minimizing 
clean-up by using one dish for prep and 
cooking.

To prepare the chicken, use skinless boneless 
breasts or thighs. Remove visible fat, place in a 
single layer in an oven-safe glass baking dish, 
then add balsamic vinegar and fresh chopped 
rosemary leaves. Turn the chicken so it is 
fully covered with vinegar and the chopped 
rosemary leaves are evenly distributed on 
both sides.

As a guide, for 2 pounds of chicken try 1/4 cup 
of balsamic vinegar and 1 tablespoon of fresh 
chopped rosemary leaves. When you prepare 
this dish again, adjust the amount of vinegar 
and rosemary according to your personal 
preferences.

The chicken can be served hot or cold. 
When serving hot, I pair it with a starch and a 
vegetable such as, rice and Brussels sprouts. 
Cold, it can be incorporated into a salad or 
sandwich.

For potatoes, I use a similar approach, mixing 
cubed, bite-sized pieces of potato, olive oil 
and fresh chopped rosemary in an oven-safe 
glass baking dish. I bake the potatoes until 
they are crispy on the outside and soft on 
the inside, stirring a couple times during the 
cooking process. Any type of potato will work 
but I like to mix two or three types.

Other ingredients that can be used in either of 
these dishes would include, but not be limited 
to garlic, onion or pepper. You can find many 
online recipes using fresh rosemary with many 
types of meats and fish, as well as in baking. 
Bon appétit!  

GARDENER
A S K  A  M A S T E R

H O W  T O  H A V E  F R E S H  R O S E M A R Y  A L L  Y E A R

Jodi Larison is a UVM 
Extension Master 

Gardener Intern from 
West Dover.

Rosemary, a versatile culinary herb, can be grown successfully indoors, provided that it is not overwatered and gets 
ample light.

JODI
 LARISON

BY

W
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Prominent historic Ripton center home built in 1828 by Daniel Chipman, a U.S. 
Representative from Vermont as well as charter trustee and professor of law at Middlebury 
College. The original farmhouse began operating as the Chipman Inn and public dining 
room in 1974. With over 5200 square ft., the inn off ers 9 guest rooms and baths, two-room 
owner’s quarters with bath, commercial kitchen and walk-in, multiple seating areas, a dining 
room, and a bar. New post and beam barn with separate drive provides storage/workshop 
options. Nestled in the Green Mountains, this community landmark sits diagonally across 
the street from the Ripton General Store and is adjacent to the Ripton Community Coff ee 
House. The amenities of downtown Middlebury are eight miles away, while an abundance 
of recreational opportunities are in every direction — excellent hiking, biking and of course 

skiing with both Rikert Nordic Center and the Middlebury 
College Snowbowl within 5 miles. This lovingly maintained 
inn off ers plenty of original details and abundant old world 
charm for those wanting to preserve its history, or, bring 
your dreams to share with extended family and guests.

1233 ROUTE 125, RIPTON

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Live in historic luxury at this Ripton inn 

$949,000

This week’s property is managed by IPJ Real Estate. 
More info at middvermontrealestate.com.
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL 
HOUSING  
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

realestate

Sydney Starkman Jenna HunsingerChristy Lynn Tom Van Sant

A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M

8 0 2 - 3 8 8 - 4 9 4 4

Irena Pavlin

LET OUR REAL ESTATE SECTION DO THE WORK FOR YOU.

PUT YOUR FEET UP
Find your home, realtor, lender and/or next buyer in our weekly real estate pages. 

Interested in advertising in this section? Give us a call and we’ll help you connect with 
Addison County homebuyers, sellers and professionals.
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s o l u t i o n s Dec. 23, 2021

PuzzlePuzzle

Exercise your mind.
With the Addy Indy puzzles every Thursday!

StayStay SharpSharp
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Tis the Season to Buy or Sell

32 Merchants Row, Middlebury, VT
802-388-9836  •  www.vtregroup.com

Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

Addison, VT MLS#4891514 $545,000
Located on a quiet country road, this lovingly maintained home boasts three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms and a large insulated two car garage with storage 
above. Enjoy views of the Green Mountains to the east or watch the wildlife outback 
from your spacious deck.

Middlebury, VT MLS#4887622 $285,000
This 4-unit property has a spacious back yard with established perennial gardens. 
Just on the outskirts of town but easy access to restaurants, shopping, and all that 
Middlebury has to offer.

Benson, VT MLS#4893336 $279,000
This beautiful 20-acre parcel has deeded Lake Champlain access! Wastewater 
permit for a three-bedroom house is in place. Plenty of privacy, plenty of deer 
and wildlife, and plenty of fresh water

Sudbury, VT MLS#4892914 $599,000
This quintessential Vermont farm includes a 13-room farmhouse, dairy barn, pole 
barn, wood shop, sawmill and other outbuildings. Sited on 68 acres of land, including 
a hill top meadow, with amazing Adirondack views and a pond. 

BBest
   wishes for 
HHealthealth
HHappiness and 
SSecuritecurityy

estest
   wishes for    wishes for 

appiness and 

“It seemed like a win-win 
for everybody,” Anderson 
said. “The musicians 
enjoyed reaching a big 
audience, the show 
raised a lot of money for 
a great cause, and the 
local nature of the video 

seemed so appropriate for the holiday season. People 
got in touch once again with the enormous talent and 
generosity of this community.”

The idea was such a success that THT is reviving it again 
this year. Once again there will be a wide range of musical 
styles, from traditional hymns to pop, a cappella, ska, 
roots music and even a bell choir. This year’s line-up 
includes Clint Bierman, The Almendros, Lila, Carina & Sadie 
Brightman, Ashley Betton, the Young Tradition Touring 
Group, the Middlebury College Mamajamas a cappella 
group, Jillian Torres & Chuck Miller, the Middlebury 
Congregational Church Bell Choir, 8 Cuerdas, and the 
Middlebury College Community Choir singing an original 
piece by Middlebury composer Peter Hamlin.

This year the show will benefi t Middlebury’s Giving Fridge, 
an innovative program that partners with local restaurants to 
feed people in need. The brainchild of Bethanie Farrell, the 
Giving Fridge is currently serving over 400 meals a week.

The show will stream from Christmas Eve through 
Jan. 1. The cost is $10 per household. For tickets visit 
townhalltheater.org or call the THT Box Offi  ce at 802-382-
9222 (Mon-Fri, 12-5 p.m.)

JUKEBOX
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

ANTHEM
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

of Smiley and Faccini’s 
singing refl ects on goodbyes 
with those we love the 
most and the ebb and fl ow 
of togetherness that life 
presents. The song was 
produced by Moira Smiley, 
and mixed and mastered 
by David Weber of Airtime 
Studios.

Find a link to reserve your 
copy of “Meeting Is Over” at 
moirasmiley.com.

A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M

Annual subscription for just $50.

SUBSCRIBE
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Follow Us!802-388-0505 • 101 Court St., Middlebury, VT  •  www.midvthomes.com

Cory Cheever – Realtor
 802-989-0859

cheever.cory@gmail.com

Bonnie Gridley – Broker 
802-349-8646 

bgridleyvt@gmail.com

Judy Murdock – Realtor
802-458-7589 

judymurdockvt@gmail.com

William Brokhof – Realtor
802-767-7090

wbrokhof@gmail.com

Looking to see what your house is worth?
Call us for a complimentary

Market Analysis today!

From our home to yours 
we wish you all the joy 
and happiness during 

this holiday season and 
throughout the New Year!

the gallery, I’ve 
sold numerous 
original 
paintings, big 
and small. 
It’s very 
encouraging for 
an artist and for 

the fi ne art community.”

“As an exhibiting member who has ‘worked 
the gallery’ a couple times per month for 
roughly 20 years now, I’ve witnessed how our 
extended local community — as well as tourists 
from far beyond — have been wonderfully 
supportive of the Brandon Artists Guild,” added 
Middlebury painter Mike Mayone. “Through 
their interest, purchases and generosity, we’ve 
weathered the storms of the recession, years 
of major infrastructure and road construction 
delays throughout our town, and now even the 
pandemic... and are not only steadfastly holding 
course, but improving.”

Northern Daughters has seen that improvement 
too, even though the Vergennes gallery has 
mostly been open by appointment throughout 
the pandemic.

“We look forward to being able to have more 
open hours in the future when the daily (COVID) 
number of cases declines (hopefully in 2022)” 
Jackson and Pickens said. “We’ve seen that 

people still really want to live with art and that 
it is something people turn to for all sorts of 
nourishment.”

Edgewater, BAG and Art on Main all share NoDa’s 
hope to have more openings and community 
engagement, but we’ve been through this before 
and if the climate isn’t safe to meet in-person, 

these galleries are prepared to use their digital 
tools and COVID-safe protocols to keep selling 
local art.

“I just hope the buying trend keeps up,” Dundon 
said. “I am looking forward to 2022, and am going 
to presume it’s going to be a great year — there’s 
no reason not to.”

GALLERY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Work from Carrie Pill (upper left), Kathleen Kolb (bottom left), Joan Drew 
(center) and Lori Mehta (right) all sold from various galleries this year.
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