
ADDISON  COUNTY

INDEPENDENT
Vol. 75   No. 52                                                               Middlebury, Vermont        Thursday, December 30, 2021        48 Pages                                                           $1.50       

(See By the way, Page 2A)

Index
Obituaries ..............................6A
Classifieds ...................9B-109B
Service Directory ............7B-8B
Entertainment ..... Arts + Leisure
Community Calendar ............5B
Arts Calendar ..... Arts + Leisure
Sports ..............................1B-3B

Year in art
Be wowed by a year’s worth of arts 
and entertainment in Addison 
County. See Arts+Leisure.

By the wayBy the way

Tigers at .500
The girls’ hockey team fell to 2-2 
when U-32 rode one big period to 
a Tuesday victory. See Page 1B.

On the snow
Snowmobilers and homeowners 
are at odds over the use of two 
Starksboro roads. See Page 6A.

Chronology
2021

We coped with COVID, 
and life went on

More than pandemic in eventful year

(See January, Page 8A)

January
In the opening days of 2021, a 

great deal of local attention was 
focused on the national stage.

COVID-19 vaccines had 

received emergency approval 
from the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration and were on their 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

Central School District Board 
on Monday got its first look at a 
draft 2022-23 budget that calls for 
$34,633,848 in education spending, 
which would represent a 5.6% 
increase compared to this year.

Logan Price, the ACSD’s 
business manager, said it’s too 
soon to tell how the budget would 
affect property tax rates in the seven 
communities served by the district: 
Bridport, Cornwall, Middlebury, 
Ripton, Salisbury, Shoreham and 
Weybridge. 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS 
and MEGAN JAMES

ADDISON COUNTY — Vermonters 
are gearing up as the omicron variant of 
COVID-19 begins to wash over Vermont.

People quickly snapped up all of the rapid 
COVID tests being given away at 10 state 
Department of Health sites — including one 
in Middlebury. Local pharmacies were also 
unsure when their depleted stocks of rapid 
antigen tests would be refilled.

Middlebury College said it would delay 
the start of the winter term and require more 
testing of students (see story on this page).

As schools for younger students prepare to 
reopen after the holiday break, local educators 
are hoping a new testing policy will help keep 
more unvaccinated kids in school when one of 
their classmates tests positive for the disease.

The “Test to Stay” program, or TTS, has 
been implemented by a number of school 

districts around the country over the past 
month or so, but was only officially approved 
by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control on 
Dec. 17. It aims to reduce the number of 
children who must quarantine at home if 
they’re identified as close contacts.

The Mount Abraham Unified School 
District began using the program on Dec. 20.

Prior to that, when a student tested positive 
and was determined to have been contagious 
while in school, “we (were) having to 
quarantine an entire classroom for sometimes 
more than a week,” explained MAUSD 
COVID-19 coordinator Justin Bouvier in a 
Dec. 13 memo to families. Now, TTS will 
“allow students to remain in school and 
participate in on-campus, school-sponsored 
activities, while receiving daily tests for up 
to 7 days.”

According to Dec. 18 data from the 
Vermont Department of Health, 90% of 

Addison County children ages 12-17 have had 
at least one vaccine dose and 84% are fully 
vaccinated. 

Vaccines for kids ages 5-11 have only been 
available for less than two months, so that age 
group is still catching up. In Addison County, 
59% had had at least one vaccine dose by Dec. 
18, and 38% were fully vaccinated. Addison 
County Home Health and Hospice was 
among the organizations that helped speed up 
administration of shots at many local schools.

Elementary schools are likely to see the 
biggest benefits from TTS, which could even 
reduce or prevent outbreaks such as the one 
experienced by Bristol Elementary School 
after Thanksgiving.

BES reported 11 cases in the two-week 
period ending Dec. 13, according to VDH data, 
and a number of students were quarantined as 
a result. Interim BES Principal David Wells 
did not respond to the Independent’s request 
for more information about the outbreak. 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Addison Central School 
District board is being asked 
to earmark $2.3 million in 
surplus funds for a major 
renovation of the Middlebury 
Union High School kitchen, 
which has remained largely 
untouched since MUHS was 
built in 1956.

ANWSD budget impact waits on state

RNESU board OKs spending increase

College considers omicron, 
postpones start of J-term

‘Test to Stay’ keeps more local kids in school

ACSD spending plan 
calls for 5.6% hike

Demand for COVID tests booms

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
MIDDLEBURY — After 

discussing current COVID-19 
guidance with state, local and 
regional health experts, Middlebury 
College has made some changes to 
the way it will handle the upcoming 
winter term on campus.

“During the past several days, 
we have closely followed the 
emergence of the Omicron variant 
and its rapid spread in the United 
States,” wrote Chief Health Officer 
Mark Peluso and other senior 

leadership officials in a Dec. 22 
memo. “The situation is dynamic, 
but we remain steadfast in our 
commitment to providing the best 
possible student experience, with 
as much in-person instruction and 
as many activities as possible.”

The memo comes on the heels of 
a COVID-19 outbreak on campus 
this month, which prompted a 
switch to fully remote instruction 
for the last few days of the semester 
and a call for students to leave 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — The Addison 

Northwest School District board 
has confirmed its commitment 
to a $22.08 million budget that 
would increase spending by 
about $480,000 and preserve all 
programs, while devoting enough 
of a major surplus to keep the 
district tax rate increase to 4 or 5 

cents. 
But there is much that remains 

uncertain for — and out of the 
hands of — district officials and 
board members as they look for 
many questions to be answered in 
the new year.

“Everything is on hold until Jan. 
10, because we just don’t know 

By ANGELO LYNN
BRANDON — The Rutland 

Northeast Supervisory Union 
board has OK’d a fiscal year 2023 
budget with a 2.75% spending 
increase. But the board also 
has other pressing items on its 
plate, including a shortage of bus 
drivers, the continuing effect of the 
pandemic on the school district and 

a search for a new superintendent. 
In its Dec. 15 discussion of the 

proposed district-wide budget for 
the 2022-23 school year, the board 
approved a proposed budget of 
$10,733,367, which represents 
a spending increase of 2.75%. 
District -wide property assessments 
were up 9.45%, however, which 

(See Covid Tests, Page 3A) (See Omicron, Page 19A)

(See RNESU, Page 3A)

(See ANWSD, Page 3A)

(See Kitchen, Page 7A)(See Budget, Page 7A)

January 14
BETHANIE FARRELL IS on pace to give out 1,000 free meals to hungry Addison County folks by the 

end of this month. Her charitable effort is called the Giving Fridge, which sells donated plants, flowers, 
honey and other items to raise money for meals that are prepared by local restaurants, using a lot of local 
ingredients.

Independent file photo/John Flowers

A group known as “Lincoln 
Friends of Afghan Refugees” has 
been meeting since September 
to explore ways to help an 
anticipated 140 refugees from 
Afghanistan due to settle in 
Vermont. The group continues to 
work with the Vermont chapter of 
the U.S. Committee on Refugees 
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YEAR IN REVIEW

ARTS+LEISURE

Funds sought for 
MUHS kitchen fix

Editor’s note: 
In 2021 we 
were all dealing 
with the same 
stuff we were 
dealing with in 
2020 — face 
masks, social 
distancing, checking our 
temperature, watching the 
COVID-19 case count rise and 
fall and rise again. Once again the 
pandemic was a dominant feature 
of life in Addison County this year. 
But even on the public health front 
there was some good news, as 
COVID vaccines became widely 
available and businesses, schools 

and other public 
institutions 
found ways 
to offer more 
services than 
they had during 
the previous 
year. 

And life beyond the mask 
continued as public and private 
sectors offered lots of stories 
that had nothing to do with 
microbiology. We present this look 
back to help you bring to mind the 
big stories and some of the smaller 
ones.

Have a Happy New Year in 
2022. It’s a new year, folks!

PEOPLE LINED UP more than 100 deep, left, to pick up COVID antigen tests given away by the state at 55 Middle Road in Middlebury 
last Thursday at 8 a.m., but the supply of around 1,000 tests ran out in an hour. The state is still providing more thorough PCR tests at the 
Middlebury Recreation Center; at right Missy Wisnowski helps a Vermonter take the drive-through test last week.

Independent photos/Megan James and John S. McCright
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Local

Green Mountain Creamery
Quarts

Yogurt

Local 

Green Mountain Creamery
Quarts

Yogurt

Local VT Cage Free

Maple Meadow
Dozen

Eggs

Local VT Cage Free

Maple Meadow
Dozen

Eggs

Organic

Dave’s Killer Bread

English
Muffins

Organic

Dave’s Killer Bread

English
Muffins

Local

True North
Select Varieties

Granola

Local

True North
Select Varieties

Granola

$7.99lb$7.99lb
Save

$3

Save
$1

Save
$1

Save
$2

Organic Fair Trade Co-op Grown

Avocados
Organic Fair Trade Co-op Grown

Avocados
Organic

Grapefruit
Organic

Grapefruit

$2.99ea$2.99ea

$3.99ea$3.99ea

$3.99ea$3.99ea

Save
$.99 ea

Save
$.99 ea2 for $22 for $2 2 for $22 for $2

9   Washington St   802.388.7276  middlebury.coop

Members
Take An Extra 
20% Off

 The Co-op will be Open until 5 pm on 12/31 and Closed on 1/01.(Expires  Thursday, 1/06/22)
(minimum purchase $3.00)

(excludes alcohol)
(limit one per customer)

OFF
ANYTHING

THAT’S
NEW TO

YOU!

Sales effective from Thurs., December 30th to Wed., January 5th No Case or Wine Discounts

CLOSED UNTIL JANUARY 4, 2022.

We will be closed 
until January 4th

to give our sta	  a 
well deserved break. 

Thank you for a 
great 2021 and 

here’s to a better 
2022!

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371

James Carl Adams III
Raymond Allen
Albert Allen families
Paul Blair family
Barry Boyer
Gene Brisson
Jerry Brisson
Jim Brisson
E. Gerald Bushnell
Edwin D. Bushnell

Lena T. Bushnell
Olive H. Bushnell
Billy N. Campbell
Bonnie Campbell
Clara C. Campbell
Louise C. Campbell
Merlin G. Campbell
William Campbell
Elizabeth Causton
Eric Causton
Joseph Celmer
Betty Douglas
Bob Douglas
Edwin Douglas
Marge Douglas
Belle Dupre
Bill Dupre
Tom Dupre

Alta Fagely
Raymond John Fotion III
Ernie Franzgrote

Haley
Maizie Hescock
Laura Kivlin
Joyce Lilie
Catherine Menard
Ralph Menard
Gloria Rathbun
May Small
Sullivan family
Ken VanHazinga
Bill Watt
Joan Watt
Emery Wisell
Julia Cheney Wisell

Special Thanks to Vermont Trade Winds Farm in Shoreham
 for donating the tree.

Shoreham Memory Tree 2021
The following names were remembered 
on the Shoreham Memory Tree this year:

and the thousands of unnamed military men and women who gave their lives so we 
ALL could celebrate the birth of the One who gave His life for us all

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Danforth 

Pewter is seeking a $425,000 
grant through the Vermont Capital 
Investment Program (CIP) that 
would allow it to grow its Seymour 
Street campus and acquire a laser 
engraver — two upgrades that 
would put the company on course 
to add around 20 jobs over the next 
several years.

And Danforth’s growth would 
also benefit other area manufacturing 
enterprises, according to its CIP 
application. Danforth’s plans call 
for a much larger fulfillment center 
— a warehouse from which it can 
ship orders — with enough excess 
capacity to support smaller Addison 
County businesses that don’t have 
their own spaces to process their 
online orders.

“We’re a bit constrained right 
now by our current physical plant, 
in terms of how much more we 
can actually produce and ship,” 
Danforth CEO Bram Kleppner 
told the Independent.  “If we’re 
able to do this project, it’ll expand 
both (production and shipping) 
capacities by a great deal, which 
would be nice, because there are 
more people who would like to 
have some of our things.”

Danforth Pewter’s roots date back 
to 1755, when Thomas Danforth 
II opened a pewter workshop in 
Middletown, Conn. He quickly 
gained popularity for his well-made 
household goods, such as plates, 
cups and teapots — all items that 
were commonly made of pewter 
in those days. The business was 
passed down through generations 
of Danforths, and is now under the 
able stewardship of Fred and Judi 
Danforth, and Kleppner.

Things have gone so well that 
the business has outgrown its 52 
Seymour St. headquarters. So the 
centerpiece of Danforth’s expansion 
plan involves acquisition of the so-
called Adams building — the only 
structure on Danforth’s Seymour 
Street campus the company doesn’t 
own. Danforth has for several 
years rented storage space in the 
north half of that building, while 
electrician Mike Adams continues 
to use the southern half.

Adams has been contemplating 
retirement for the past year or two, 
and Danforth officials have voiced 
a desire to acquire his building. The 
two parties have already discussed 
the framework of a deal, though no 
contract has been signed.

“I think we have a general 
acknowledgement that it makes 
sense for us to own it, and his 
general sense is that in the near 
future he wants to sell it — and he’d 
like to sell it to us,” Kleppner said.

If a deal is consummated, 
Danforth would build a 35-foot-
long, five-foot-wide connecting 
corridor between its workshop and 
the Adams building. The connector 
would be capped by a gable roof 
and would “provide a smooth, 
heated, well-lit surface to move 
finished product from the workshop 
to the new fulfillment center, which 
is what we’re 
going to use the 
north half of the 
Adams building 
for,” Kleppner 
explained.

Danforth has seen substantial 
growth in online sales during the 
past decade. But due to a space 
crunch, Danforth’s fulfillment 
center is confined to a small section 
of its workshop.

The holiday season sees Danforth 
process upwards of 700 orders a 
day.

“One of the aisles between the 
rows of shelves is like 21 inches 
wide; it’s not wide enough for two 
people to pass each other,” Kleppner 
said in describing the problem. 
“During the busy season, we’ve 
got two or three people picking 

orders as fast as they can, a couple 
people packing and a couple people 
operating shipping computers to get 
everything out to consumers in the 
time they expect — which is getting 
shorter and shorter.”

Acquisition of the Adams 
building would roughly triple 
Danforth’s available fulfillment 
space, Kleppner said. This, in turn, 
would free up more space for the 
workshop.

Fast, efficient shipping is a must 
for growing companies, Kleppner 
explained.

“This year, with difficulties in 
hiring, with the 
supply chain 
issues, we really 
weren’t able to 
commit in the 
busy season to 

shipping any faster than 10 days 
out from the time we got the order,” 
he lamented. “Consumers are used 
to getting stuff the next day or two 
days later from Amazon. Saying, 
‘Hey, we might not be able to ship 
your order for 10 days’ discouraged 
a lot of people, who just didn’t 
order.”

The expansion project would 
change that narrative, officials said, 
as would a laser engraver to more 
effectively personalize pewter 
purchases.

Danforth currently offers 
engraving, but not as efficiently 
as could be done with laser 
technology. The process is largely 
computer-driven, but the artisan 
has to position and reposition the 
pewter item for a stylus that carves 
into the pewter, Kleppner said. A 
stylus produces engraving that can 

be hard to read, he added.
“There’s no contrast in color,” he 

said of the final result. “Sometimes, 
you have to tilt the item to read the 
inscription.”

On the other hand, laser 
engraving is quicker, produces 
concise inscriptions, and can 
reproduce just about any graphic 
you want. Kleppner witnessed one 
laser demonstration during which 
the machine flawlessly engraved a 
person’s name, date of birth, as well 
as a highly stylized, Southwestern 
looking lizard.

“You look at that and you have 
this epiphany — ‘If we have this 
laser engraver, we can design 
products with graphics on them.’ 
Patterns and shapes, in addition 
to words. It opens a whole world 
of cool, new possibilities — fun 
things we can do and fun things our 
customers can dream up,” Kleppner 
said.

The laser engraver is contained 
in a cabinet that’s around 18 inches 
high, two feet wide and a foot 
deep. The cabinet is fronted with 
smoked glass, so the laser doesn’t 
hurt the operator’s eyes during the 
engraving process. One simply 
places an item into the cabinet. It’s 
displayed on a video screen, which 
takes directions on the image and/
or lettering the laser must engrave.

Plans call for Danforth to 
start with one laser engraver in 
its Middlebury workshop, then 
potentially acquire more machines 
if they live up to company 
expectations. Since a fully outfitted 
laser engraver can cost upwards 
to $70,000, purchasing decisions 

ORWELL — A number 
of metal Revolutionary War 
artifacts discovered over 
the decades at the Mount 
Independence State Historic Site 
in Orwell have recently been 
conserved. This project is thanks 
to a grant received by the Mount 
Independence Coalition, the site 
friends group, from the Lake 
Champlain Basin Program. 

The conservation work on 
31 objects in various stages of 
deterioration was conducted 
by the Lake Champlain Basin 
Program conservation laboratory 
in Ferrisburgh. Many of the 
historic objects are fragments 
of necessary items used by the 
soldiers at Mount Independence. 
The project ensures their long-
term protection, for future 

research, exhibition, education 
and programming at Mount 
Independence.

Among the significant artifacts 
are a large iron kettle fragment 
with holes patched with lead 
during the Revolution, shovel 
and spade blades, a pickaxe 
head, trowel blade, grape shot, 
spikes and other fasteners, and 
the top of a pewter spoon handle 
engraved with initials and other 
details. These objects help tell the 
story of the lives of the American 
and later British and German 
soldiers and some of what it 
took to build and occupy Mount 
Independence from July 1776 to 
November 1777. It is expected 
selected items will be on display 
at Mount Independence in the 
2022 season.

ADDISON  COUNTY
Business News

DANFORTH PEWTER HAS applied for a $425,000 grant that would allow the company to add services 
and employees at its Middlebury headquarters off Seymour Street.

Independent photo/Steve James

Danforth seeks more space, newer technology

(See Danforth, Page 7A)

(See AgeWell, Page 19A)

BEFORE 
AND AFTER 

photographs of a 
trowel blade from the 

Revolutionary War at 
Mount Independence 

State Historic Site.
Photos courtesy of Mount 

Independence

Revolutionary War 
artifacts from Mount 
Independence conserved

and Immigrants (USCRI-Vt.) to 
develop a Lincoln-area support 
network to work with an Afghan 
family or families. Once Lincoln 
Friends have finalized an 
arrangement with USCRI-Vt., 
it will ask local residents not 
only for financial and material 
support, but also for leads on 
job opportunities and help with 
educational supports — such 
as language and job skills. 
Extending friendship to the new 
arrivals will also be key, as well 
as the search for housing that 
might accommodate one or more 
families. Anyone able to provide 
help should contact Rob Reiber at 
robreiber@yahoo.com. 

A Salisbury group is seeking to 
raise $25,000 for its 2022 mission 
to gather and relay data about 
the reptiles and amphibians of 
Vermont, so that individuals and 
organizations can become more 
informed and effective stewards of 
the land they inhabit. The group is 
known as the Vermont Reptile and 
Amphibian Atlas (VRAA), and 
it’s been gathering and distributing 
information on all of Vermont’s 
frogs, salamanders, snakes, turtles 
and lizards since 1994. Both citizen 
scientists and professional scientists 
contribute data. The organization 
works closely with Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife, the Vermont Endangered 
Species Committee, and many 

other Vermont conservation 
organizations. The VRAA has 
set up a gofundme website 
(gofund.me/70b5be0e) to receive 
contributions on its way to the 
$25,000 target. As of Wednesday, 
the group had $18,271 toward its 
goal. For more information about 
the VRAA check out VtHerpAtlas.
org.

If you live in the Starksboro 
area and are looking for a helpful 
disposal option for your 2021 
Christmas tree, please take note. 
The Flatlander Farm will gladly 
take your tinsel-free tree for its 
goats. Feel free to bring your tree 
by when you’re finished enjoying 
it — you can leave it up by the 
house next to the driveway at 
2148 Route 17, Starksboro. The 
goats thank you in advance.

Then nonprofit organization 
AgeWell is in dire need of Meals on 
Wheels drivers able to serve shut-
ins in the Bridport, Middlebury and 
Vergennes areas. Time commitment 
is based on your availability — it 
can vary from one weekday a 
week to two weekdays a month. 
Delivery is typically from 9:30 
to 11:30 a.m. The organization’s 
motto is “Happiness knocks when 
you volunteer to deliver a meal.” 
Meals on Wheels provides more 
than a nutritious meal, it provides 
connections between drivers and 

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)
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16 Creek Road, Middlebury
802-388-6054

M - F  7:15 - 5:30, Sat. 8 - 3 
www.countrysidecarpetandpaint.com 

COLOR OF THE YEAR
& COLOR TRENDS

2022

October Mist
#1495

could likely mean the tax rates will 
remain somewhat stable. A budget 
surplus of $170,000, which is 
typical, will be carried over. 

At the same meeting, 
Superintendent Jeanne Collins 
briefed the board on the extensive 
efforts the administration is taking 
to ease the shortage of bus drivers 
throughout the district. She noted 
that as the district advertises for 
help in area newspapers, social 
media and digital venues, RNESU 
still faces shortages. She also said 
an important avenue could be 
word-of-mouth advertising and 
wanted the community to know 
that the district was offering to 
pay for training and licensing 
of drivers, and that there are 
opportunities to combine the 
two part-time daily activities of 
a typical driver (early morning 
driver to school and after school, 
with other part-time school 
positions (such as custodial) into 
a full-time job position that could 
offer benefits. 

The administration will keep its 
focus on trying to recruit new bus 
drivers and encourages the school 

community to help spread word of 
the job opportunities.
COVID BURNOUT

In comments related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Collins 
noted that the entire community 
needed a break from the constant 
strain, but that the current 
resurgence means that is unlikely. 

“People are tired,” she said.
Nevertheless, Collins 

encouraged everyone to remain 
vigilant through the next wave 
of the omicron variant and this 
winter’s surge of the delta variant 
— both of which are expected 
to hit Vermont and the Northeast 
now and through the early part of 
the winter.

Collins noted that the entire 
second grade at Neshobe 
Elementary School had been 
quarantined. Then all of Neshobe 
went to remote learning just 
before the holiday break.
WHITING CHILDCARE

Collins also described the 
Whiting Childcare Partnership 
Program to the board, noting 
that 20 students were enrolled as 
of Oct. 1. The program can host 
two classes of 16 students each in 

what she described as a “unique 
learning/daycare environment.” 
Eleven students attend the 
program from outside the district, 
she said, adding that there was 
demand for a similar program in 
the southern part of the district. 

In other news, RNESU Board 
Chair Rebecca Bertrand presented 
an update on the search for a 
replacement for Collins, who 
will leave at the end of the school 
year. Bertrand said the search was 
“well under way” and had hopes 
of completing the search before 
Town Meeting Day. She noted that 
the search committee consisted 
of six RNESU board members; 
a consultant; representatives 
from special services, finance and 
technology; a principal; a teacher; 
and Melinda Piper, secretary of the 
superintendent’s office.

As a final action, the board 
approved an additional 50% 
increase in the board chair’s 
compensation for the large number 
of hours the board chair puts into 
that position. That raises the pay to 
$900 per year.

Editor’s note: Gene DeLorenzo 
contributed to this report.

RNESU 
(Continued from Page 1A)

ANWSD
(Continued from Page 1A)

enough information from the state,” 
Board Chair John Stroup told the 
Independent. “We’re just going to 
end up back at that meeting with 
a bunch of new information, and 
we’ll just have to see where we 
are.”

Among the unknowns for local 
school officials and taxpayers are:

• How Gov. Phil Scott, his 
administration and the Legislature 
will treat a projected $90 million 
surplus in the Vermont Education 
Fund. 

According to 
a Dec. 1 letter 
from Department 
of Taxes 
Commissioner 
Craig Bolio, if 
lawmakers use 
all of that surplus 
to offset taxes, 
the average bill 
for those who 
pay on the value 
of their homes 
would drop 
about 9%.

For the 
r o u g h l y 
two-thirds of 
Vermonters who pay their property 
taxes on the basis of their income, 
rather than property value, tax 
officials said if all that surplus was 
applied to tax relief, their average 
tax rate on income would drop 
from 2.50% to 2.19%.

But Scott’s administration 
proposed using half the surplus 
to offset property taxes and the 
other half for “school capital 
construction costs that will directly 
enhance workforce development 
programs,” according to the Dec.1 
letter.

And Stroup noted that the task 
force working on the shortfall in 
teachers’ pensions could also stake 
a claim. 

• If the Legislature will make 
changes to the way the state counts 
its “equalized pupils,” something 
that ANWSD Director of Finance 
and Operations Elizabeth  Jennings 
said is a potential 14-cent swing 
in local tax rates, or could have no 
impact at all if lawmakers postpone 
a decision. 

Jennings said lawmakers are 
considering two basic changes to 
the equalization formula, one that 
she estimated would add 7 cents 
to the district tax rate, and one that 
would subtract 7 cents from the 
rate.

Superintendent Sheila Soule 
summarized the uncertainty for the 

board at its Dec. 13 meeting. 
“They (lawmakers) will either 

get on it, or they won’t, or they 
could kick the can down the road,” 
Soule said. 

• How many equalized pupils 
state education officials decide 
ANWSD has, regardless of 
changes in the formula. Essentially, 
the state has long calculated that 
some students are more expensive 
to educate, and provides more 
funding for those students. For 
example, the equalization formula 

considers high 
school students 
more expensive 
to educate than 
e l e m e n t a r y 
school students, 
and those who 
speak English 
as a second 
language are 
also more 
expensive to 
educate.

O f f i c i a l s 
expect to know 
A N W S D ’ s 
number before 
Jan. 10.

• How Common Levels of 
Appraisals (CLAs) will affect tax 
rates once all the other factors are 
accounted for. CLAs measure how 
well each Vermont towns’ real 
estate assessments measure true 
market value. 

If appraisals are out of date and 
too low, state-applied adjustments 
raise education tax rates. And 
given the state’s hot real estate 
market and rising values, many 
communities’ CLAs are expected 
to be low.

Jennings said at the Dec. 13 
meeting that state officials are 
advising local districts to expect a 
negative impact from local CLAs 
that could offset savings from the 
Education Fund surplus.

“Even a union tax rate drop 
of 10 cents doesn’t mean the 
individual towns would see a drop 
in their tax rates, because they are 
very concerned about the CLAs,” 
Jennings said.
SPENDING DECISIONS

The $22.08 million budget 
currently on the table is lower than 
the 2019-2020 ANWSD budget of 
about $22.14 million.

The board on Dec. 13 continued 
to support applying almost 
$600,000 of the district’s audited 
$1.866 million surplus from the 
2020-2021 school year that could 
— if estimates are accurate and not 

taking into account the unknowns 
above — keep an increase in the 
district-wide ANWSD tax rate to 4 
or 5 cents before CLAs are applied. 

Board members voted to set 
almost all of the rest of that surplus 
toward immediate repairs and 
upgrades needed at Vergennes 
Union Elementary School, and 
devoted the remainder toward 
district infrastructure needs over 
the next five years. 

Board members have noted 
that projected tax increase would 
follow a drop in the district-wide 
homestead tax rate in the current 
fiscal year of about 11 cents, from 
$1.7722 per $100 of assessed value 
to $1.664.

Given rising property values, 
after CLAs were applied in 2021 
in district towns the impact of that 
lower tax rate did not fully translate 
to taxpayers. Final rates ranged 
from no increase in Waltham to 
a drop of more than 5 cents in 
Ferrisburgh.  

The proposed new $480,000 
of spending for 2022-23 includes 
contracted salary hikes and 
benefits and expected higher costs 
in utilities and transportation.

Officials said critical new items 
included a staff member in the 
high school’s Resource Response 
Center, which deals with behavioral 
issues; higher wages for substitute 
teachers to bring ANWSD in 
line with neighboring districts; 
a 40% position at Ferrisburgh 
Central School to help with a large 
kindergarten class; and a nurse at 
FCS.  

Stroup on Dec. 13 again asked 
board members if any of them 
supported programming cuts, 
which he, Soule and Jennings have 
said is the only realistic way to cut 
spending. There were no takers, 
even though all class sizes at 
Vergennes Union High School are 
now smaller than board guidelines. 

With continuing declines in 
enrollment, and thus state revenue, 
and no guarantee of surpluses to 
offset future tax increases, Stroup 
said the ANWSD has to look long 
and hard at the proposed merger 
with the Mount Abraham district. 

“We’re making modest, modest 
increases in the budget,” he said. 
“With the decrease in student 
enrollment we’re talking a 10-cent 
tax increase, and we’re going to 
have to use a bunch of money to 
move it back down to 4 cents. And 
that’s just the union rate. We cannot 
control this budget, and that’s why 
we have to look closely at a merger.”

Neshobe Elementary in Brandon 
also reported a surge in cases 
among students and staff just 
before the holiday break (See 
story on this page).
‘A GAMECHANGER’

In the Addison Central 
School District, TTS has been 
a “gamechanger,” said district 
COVID-19 coordinator Kelly 
Landwehr. 

“Since beginning the Test 
to Stay program a few weeks 
ago (in November), we have 
had 148 students participate in 
our elementary schools as well 
as MUMS (Middlebury Union 
Middle School) and MUHS 

COVID tests 
(Continued from Page 1A)

(See Test to Stay, Page 5A)

“Even a union tax rate 
drop of 10 cents doesn’t 
mean the individual 
towns would see a 
drop in their tax rates, 
because they are very 
concerned about the 
CLAs.”

— ANWSD Director of 
Finance Elizabeth  Jennings

BRANDON — A surge of 
COVID-19 cases at Neshobe 
Elementary School in Brandon 
forced administrators to move 
the entire school to remote 
learning from Dec. 17 through 
the beginning of the holiday 
break on Dec. 22.

Superintendent Jeanne Collins 
cited two main factors that 
prompted the action: a cluster 
of positive cases that affected 
a number of grade levels and 

sent at least six classes into 
quarantine, and a shortage of 
staff.

She said Neshobe had 22 staff 
absences in a single day in mid-
December and could not hire 
enough substitutes to fill those 
positions. “For consistency of 
education, it made sense to move 
to distance learning so that all 
kids would be able to complete 
these next four days,” she said. 

— Angelo Lynn

Neshobe Elementary is 
forced online by COVID
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Letters
to the Editor

Fight indifference in 2022 Unvaxxed: Go 
to back of lines

Time for Midd 
mask mandate

Teachers really 
are our heroes

Pan dem ic survi va l ten  best list

(See McClung letter, Page 5A)

(See Mayer letter, Page 5A)

My friend Julie told me this COVID pandemic may 
last fi ve years. She said that based on what happened 
with the infl uenza pandemic of 1918, it could take that 
long for COVID to become endemic, meaning that, 
like today’s fl u, people will still die from it every year. 
But most people who get it will experience only mild 
to moderate symptoms.

This information brought on a lot of feelings for 
me. It’s been a long two years 
already, and we have three more 
to go? Noooooooo! But also, three 
years? I guess I can persevere. Like 
most of my fellow Vermonters, 
I have adapted. I have made a 
ton of changes in my daily life 
to avoid catching and spreading 
COVID. And I have gained a deep 
appreciation for everything that 
has gotten me through each day, with body and mind 
relatively intact. Here is my Pandemic Survival Ten 
Best List, in the hopes that something on it is useful 
to you!

1. Fire. Whether it’s lighting a candle on the dinner 
table, or burning scrap wood outside, these fl ames 
kindle something in us, don’t they? While we may 
spend way more time watching a glowing TV screen 
than watching fl ames turn wood into embers, we need 
all kinds of stories to understand ourselves and our 
world. We need stories told around the fi re and the 
stories dreamed up in a Hollywood writers room.

2. Water. I did a little research and apparently the 
“drink eight glasses of water a day” advice is pretty 
arbitrary. Since I never do, this was a relief to me. But 
I’m a huge tea drinker, and one of my great joys in life 
is creating herbal infusions to share with anyone who 
comes into the yoga studio. Putting a handful of fresh 
or dried herbs into a mason jar, pouring boiling water 
over them and allowing time for the herbs to release 

their essence into the water, then 
straining and sharing, is something 
people have enjoyed for millennia, 
and when we take the time to 
make tea, we can connect with our 
ancestors. 

3. Air. What would we do without 
it? Try this with me. Place your hands 
on your belly and draw in a soft, 
gentle breath. Now let that breath go 

all the way out. Repeat. Do you feel your belly rise and 
fall under your hands? The rise and fall of your belly is 
due to the movement of the diaphragm, the large muscle 
that separates the chest cavity from the abdominal cavity. 
The downward movement of the diaphragm presses on 
your belly organs, which is what makes the belly move 
forward when you inhale. Then, when you exhale, the 
diaphragm domes up into your chest cavity, so the belly 
organs move back. Now try holding your belly in while 
you breathe. Do you feel how your breath gets shallow 
and speeds up? Taking soft, gentle breaths, and allowing 

An elderly friend just had his hip 
replacement put off, as Burlington, 
Middlebury and Rutland hospitals 
had no bed for him. Of the patients 
who had the bed, almost all 
COVID patients were not fully 
vaccinated.  

Why? Ignorance and/or crass 
disregard for possibly infl icting 
serious illness or death upon others.

Our president is fi nally pushing 
signifi cant vaccine mandates. Our 
governor is still talking about what 
to do.

How many people would still be 
alive if action were taken a year or 
more ago?

Without quick action we are 
likely to suffer another hard 
lockdown and the related economic 
damage.

COVID victims who are not 
vaccinated should go to the back of 
hospital bed waiting lines.

Geoffrey Cobden
Weybidge

I was very disappointed 
that at their last two meetings 
the Middlebury selectboard 
declined to issue a mask 
mandate (instead of merely a 
recommendation) for indoor 
public spaces in Middlebury. As 
the pandemic escalates and the 
delta and omicron variants further 
complicate  our response, I hope 
the selectboard will reconsider 
their decision with attention to 
these points:

1) The “Precautionary 
Principle” in public health enjoins 
us to act in the public interest 
when there is suggestion of harm, 
especially when the consequences 
of inaction may be great. COVID 
is spreading ever more rapidly 
and the next few weeks will be 
hazardous. Thus, we should act 
promptly to prevent harm before it 
overwhelms us.

2) Our hospitals are stretched 
to the limit as resources and 
personnel are stressed to the 
breaking point. We are running out 
of beds, we must triage admissions 
and care, and the morale of 
chronically overstressed medical 
personnel is at a dangerously 
low level. Ordinary medical 
needs cannot be met and elective 
surgeries are postponed, because 
such a large proportion of care and 
staffi ng is needed for sick COVID 
patients.

3) Our businesses will benefi t 
from a mask mandate as well. I 
believe that shoppers are more 
likely to come downtown and visit 
business establishments when 

All that is right with Bristol 
elementary school...

I’ve met some heroes. My 
brother is involved in humanitarian 
efforts in Kabul, Afghanistan, as 
we speak. My boyhood mentor 
was a man who survived the Nazi 
deaths camps in Worl d War II by 
tending to the ill under the cover 
of night only to be punished with 
torture the next morning.

Full disclosure, I never thought 
teachers deserved to be in that 
category. I always held them in 
high regard. But heroes? It seemed 
histrionic.

This year, I just spent nine 
months working for the Mount 
Abraham Unifi ed School District 
in Lincoln Community School 
and Bristol Elementary School. 
My son has attended both: Bristol 
K-4th and Lincoln 5th and 6th.

I have been able to see what it’s 
like for your children and what it’s 
like when no one knows you’re 
watching. And I want to inform 
you of my observations...

I have seen moments of kindness 
between students and teachers that 
have been inspiring. I want you to 
know that, from my perspective, 
your child’s safety is held in 
the highest regard. I have been 
impressed with the level of grace 
and humor in which teachers and 
support staff operate due to the 
stress of educating and managing 
myriad levels of interactions amid 
mounting responsibilities and pres 
sure.

By Joanna
Colwell

Ways of
Seeing

S tuden t loan  delay is n ot a w riteof f

(See Davis, Page 18A)

The Biden Administration announced last Wednesday 
that it would extend the moratorium on federal student 
loan repayments, which was due to expire in early 
February, to May 1. President Biden said in a statement 
that “millions of student loan borrowers are still coping 
with the impacts of the pandemic 
and need some more time before 
resuming payments.” 

The student loan repayment 
moratorium was initially enacted 
by Congress as part of the CARES 
Act, which was signed by former 
President Trump in March 2020, 
the fi rst month of the pandemic 
emergency. The moratorium 
originally extended for six months, 
and has been extended several times 
over the past 21 months by both the Trump and the 
Biden administrations.

Currently there are 42.9 million student loan 
borrowers who collectively owe $1.6 trillion in federal 
student loan debt. The average individual balance on 
these loans is about $37,000. Student loans make up the 
second-highest category of individual debt in the United 
States, behind mortgage debt at $17 trillion, but larger 
than automobile debt at $1.3 trillion and credit card debt 
at $800 billion. 

The moratorium on student loan debt is only that, 
a moratorium. It delays the repayment of interest and 
principal, but it does not make any changes in the 
balance due on any loan. During the moratorium period, 
interest is set at zero, so no additional fi nance charges 
will accrue during the moratorium. 

Also, the moratorium applies only to federal 

student loans that are owned by the U.S. Department 
of Education, such as Direct Stafford Loans for 
undergraduates, and Direct PLUS loans for parents and 
graduate students. The moratorium does not apply to 
private student loans or to other loans that are not owned 

by a federal agency. 
While the moratorium reduces 

immediate fi nancial pressures on 
student loan borrowers by allowing 
them to delay repayment, it does 
not address several policy issues 
associated with student loans, 
including loan write-offs that were 
advocated by several Democratic 
presidential candidates during last 
year’s primary campaign. 

During his presidential campaign, 
Sen. Bernie Sanders proposed writing off the entire 
portfolio of federally held student loans, with the loss 
to the Treasury paid for by a tax of 0.5% on stock trades 
and 0.1% on bond trades. As a presidential candidate, 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren proposed a more targeted debt 
relief plan, with the Treasury writing off up to $50,000 
in outstanding student loans for borrowers with annual 
household incomes of $250,000 or less. Warren’s 
proposal would have eliminated about 40 percent of the 
outstanding student loan debt.

During last fall’s presidential campaign, Joe Biden 
proposed writing off at least $10,000 in student debt 
per borrower, and making repayments of the remaining 
balance income-contingent, so that no one would pay 
more than 5 percent of their discretionary income toward 
student loan payments. Biden has so far not introduced 

Politically
Thinking
By Eric L. Davis

It’s no surprise that COVID-19, the delta variant and its effect on our 
lives would be the Addison Independent’s top story of 2021; just as it (and 
President Joe Biden’s election) was in 2020. It’s likely the twists and turns 
of this pandemic will remain dominant in our lives in 2022 as well. 

To that end, it’s not hard to see the challenge in front of us and to move 
in productive ways — as individuals and as a community — to navigate 
those waters as best we can and get on with the more agreeable, more 
enlightening, more satisfying rituals of life. 

In short, a successful 2022 will be in understanding how to manage 
COVID-19 and its inevitable variants, so that we can rediscover the energy, 
passion and enthusiasm of living a full and rich life. More specifi cally, 
so that we build our communities into centers of camaraderie, divergent 
interests, and commercial enterprises that spark growth and new ideas in 
ways that support our youth, families and entrepreneurial spirit.

Utopia? Is that what this whacked-out editor is talking about? Some 
Pollyanna vision of a perfect life here in dreamy, sun-drenched Addison 
County? Is he feeding us more of what Adam Grant, an organizational 
psychologist at Wharton, described earlier in 2021 as “toxic positivity — 
that quintessentially American pressure to be upbeat at all times.”

Why can’t he address our reality and admit that the answer to the 
greeting, “Hey, how are you?” is that we haven’t been great; that 2021 was 
a downer; that we lost that jingle in our step, that twinkle in our eye. That 
it’s been hard to see life in an optimistic framework and truly believe in it.

Grant has a term for this mental state: languishing. “Languishing,” Grant 
says, “is the void between depression and fl ourishing — the absence of 
well-being. You don’t have symptoms of mental illness, but you’re not 
the picture of mental health either. You’re not functioning at full capacity. 
Languishing dulls your motivation, disrupts your ability to focus, and triples 
the odds that you’ll cut back on work.”

It’s an interesting observation of the times. Grant goes on to say that 
“part of the danger is that when you’re languishing, you might not notice 
the dulling of delight or the dwindling of drive. You don’t catch yourself 
slipping slowly into solitude; you’re indifferent to your indifference.”

That last phrase strikes a chord. 
When the pandemic hit the nation two years ago this coming March, 

Vermonters rallied to take care of each other. We bravely sacrifi ced for 
the good of others; we scrubbed our hands until they were raw; we wore 
masks, worked from home, shuttered businesses as told, and soldiered on. 
Two years later, we’ve drifted into indifference to the virus, but also an 
indifference that life won’t be as joyful as it once was.

That, of course, is nonsense. 
The world as we know it has weathered greater crises. The challenge we 

face today is to rededicate ourselves to making progress on the challenges 
we face, while not getting sidetracked with the daily worry of the pandemic. 

On the global stage, little is more important than addressing climate 
change, the rise of nationalism, and the undermining of democratic norms. 
On the state and local stage, a look at the Addison Independent’s top 10 
stories in 2021 (See next week’s paper for the full list), gives us an idea of 
what some of those challenges will be in 2022. 

• Schools: The issue of consolidation will remain at the forefront as 
Ripton, Lincoln, Starksboro, Monkton and other town consider steps 
forward within or outside of their school districts. Creative solutions have 
been hard to fi nd, but surely as partisan positions give way to a desire 
to fi nd mutual benefi ts, we can fi nd a way forward. More important for 
most school districts is the need to address student “dysregulation” in the 
classroom — that is, student disruption caused by a number of issues, 
mostly pandemic-related, but also magnifi ed by labor shortages in the 
schools. Tackling that issue will be key to student success in the year ahead.

• Labor shortages: Clearly one of the biggest challenges facing Addison 
County is a shortage of skilled labor. As a consequence, growing businesses 
have often moved to the Burlington area. A shortage of affordable housing 
exacerbates the problem in our county. It’s unlikely we can move the needle 
on this front in one year. But on housing, zoning regulations in Middlebury 
and other communities can be changed to allow greater housing density 
in our downtowns. By allowing mother-in-law apartments and easing 
permitting for condominium or apartment complexes and other commercial 
buildings, we can make housing more affordable and encourage more 
commercial development.

More immediately, we can take the maximum precautions to keep our 
population healthy. That means taking personal responsibility to wear 
masks in public places, self-quarantine when sick or exposed to others 
who are, and in general behave in ways that stop the spread of the virus. 
A healthy population keeps our current workforce on the job, not at home 
convalescing or taking care of others.

• Economic development: The bright side of the pandemic is that it 
has poured millions of dollars into our local economies in the form of 
infrastructure improvements — from addressing water pollution from 
municipal wastewater treatment plants to toxic pollutants in our water 
supplies, to repairing bridges, fi xing roads, and spurring economic 
development. Used wisely, these funds can spark growth for the next decade 
and lay the foundation for continued renewal. 

Middlebury, in particular, has recently weathered a tough four years of 
destruction and reconstruction, but with a rebuilt downtown that looks 
better than ever, a new passenger rail station coming online this spring, 
and new businesses fi lling vacant building downtowns, there are signs 
of revitalization that should prompt a renewed energy and excitement 
among residents. Cultivating that enthusiasm and directing it into a force of 
dynamism is the challenge of the community’s new generation of leaders. 

The arts, and outdoor recreation, are strong throughout Addison County 
and can provide vital energy in our drive to create communities that attract 
others to the county’s high quality of life — an attribute that is not to be 
over-sold, nor undervalued. Many communities throughout the country are 
selling this same idea — and many are doing it much more successfully. 
Doing it better here is a challenge we must embrace. 

***** *****
As we look ahead to 2022, the fi rst challenge is to clear the fog created 

by the pandemic, to fi ght the indifference, and to fi nd joy and satisfaction in 
making progress toward our priorities. 

Start with small steps and small victories — something that helps 
where you work or making sure your home environment is better — then 
something to help the environment, your church, your community. It 
doesn’t matter how small the action is, the fact is that you can make the 
world around you better by taking positive actions.

— Angelo Lynn

COVID testing and cocoa?
THE MENU FOR hot chocolate and all the fi xin’s still hangs on the little building created by the Better 

Middlebury Partnership as a Coco Hut to set out downtown during the holidays. Since early in the 
pandemic it has stood near the Rec Center and used for COVID testing. No refreshments are served.

Independent photo/John S. McCright

(See Ways of Seeing, Page 19A)
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With the library reopened, many 
people have been asking me for status 
updates. “How are things going over 
there?” they’ll say. And then, the 
inevitable observation, “It must be 
quiet these days.” Well, yes and no. 
Libraries often 
reflect, directly 
and in real time, 
societal shifts. So 
while it is true that 
we aren’t having 
as many large and 
raucous gatherings 
in our Community 
Meeting Room, 
other library uses 
are skyrocketing. 
Today, I’m writing 
about an often 
overlooked use of 
the library: as a 
co-working space.

Many people 
are familiar with 
the co-working trend. Co-working 
companies offer spaces and 
amenities, such as wireless and wired 
internet, meeting rooms, printers, 
etc., that allow for productive 
individual and collaborative work. 
If you’re a fan of the library, you’ll 
know that Ilsley also offers all of 
these amenities, plus tech support, 
outlets and charging stations, and a 
sound baffled room that allows for 
video conferencing, podcasting, and 
studio grade audio recording.

The truth is, libraries have been 
co-working spaces since Andrew 
Carnegie started building public 
libraries in the 1880s, and we do it for 

free. The ‘free’ element is significant, 
because libraries are often the only 
place in a community where someone 
can work for hours without spending 
any money—they don’t even have to 
buy a cup of coffee. If communities 

are serious 
about supporting 
entrepreneurship 
for everyone, the 
library is where that 
community value 
is translated into 
action. 

The ‘free’ 
element is also 
important for 
fostering a truly 
diverse space. 
Co-working spaces 
benefit from a 
sense of connection 
and socialization: 
getting work done 
is one thing, but 

getting it done in an environment 
where you feel a part of a larger 
community is another. During the 
pandemic, many people pivoted to 
working and taking classes remotely, 
but working from a home office is 
either not possible or not ideal for 
everyone. Over the past several 
months, Ilsley has seen a tremendous 
uptick in patrons who come to 
the library and set up shop for the 
whole day, either for work or remote 
schooling. 

They bring laptops or use our 
computers, make good use of our 
internet, and take advantage of our 
meeting rooms when they need to 

have a private conversation. They 
get to know the librarians, and we 
get to know them. They’ve given 
us great ideas about how to make 
the library friendlier to businesses 
and professionals. They’ve learned 

what librarians have long known: 
that libraries are lovely places to 
work, full of resources and friendly 
faces, and, perhaps best of all, you 
don’t need to pay for a membership 
to belong. 

Many years ago, I would have 
agreed with you if you told me 
teachers had a relatively easy 
schedule (holidays and summers 
off, etc.)

But they only do in theory. They 
are there on a regular basis, many 
hours after school, many summer 
days, and spend many more hours 
at home working as advocates for 
children and families.

Case in point: I overheard a 
conversation where a teacher was 
working on the logistics of getting 
food to the home of a family whose 
child demonstrated severe food 
insecurity. This type of advocacy 
was a daily occurrence. Far beyond 
what we pay them to do.

Not only are these teachers 
working to educate our children 
and offer support to families, they 
do it without having the luxury of 
a bad day. Many of us can have 
a bad day. They cannot. Their 
margin for error is nonexistent. 
Our community demands in our 
teachers the best possible version 
of themselves every day. How 
many of us can say we could do 
that? These teachers can...and 
do! The cynic will scoff at such 
ostensible optimism but I say to 
them, only those deeply motivated 
by an unquantifiable calling are 
equipped to wrestle the Leviathan.

Sometimes it’s hard to see 
excellence when it’s been 
normalized. I used to think a certain 
way about the police. That was 
until I did several ride-alongs with 
them. I urge you to do the same with 
teachers. It’s the best way to face 
your presumptions head on.

And with some of the press 
lately at Bristol Elementary, the 

presumptions abound. Before you 
really know what you’re talking 
about, I suggest you volunteer in 
a class for several weeks. Only 
then will you be really informed 
enough to draw an opinion. Bristol 
Elementary School is still largely 
the same as when my son attended. 
The staff has remained mostly 
intact. So what has changed in the 
three years since my son attended 
Bristol? COVID and a unified 
school district. I ask each of you to 
look deeply into the impact these 
variables have had on our present 
incarnation. I am able to speak only 
to the former, and its repercussions 
run far deeper than you could 
possibly imagine.

I am not qualified to speak of the 
administration but, in their defense, 
I have met several in administrative 
roles who are doing the best they 
can.

Teachers, however, have become 
the front line in the challenge to 
maintain the fabric of our society 
as we knew it before the pandemic. 
They are more intuitively calibrated 
to the barometer of neglect, pain, 
suffering, abuse and hopelessness 
that many children face daily. 
When speaking, they should be 
heard.

With the pandemic’s end 
nowhere in sight, I have seen 
their resources diminished but not 
their resolve. It is unbelievable. 
I tell them they are performing 
heroically. They do not think so. 
You know who thinks that way? 
Heroes.

Happy Holidays. Consider taking 
a moment to gather and reflect on 
what is positive in our community.

Colin M. McClung
Lincoln

Libraries can be good co-working spaces

WANTED
FIDUCIARY MONEY MANAGER:

Accept, ‘Go Fund Me’ Donations. Soliciting $250,000.00 
plus for initial payout cost of investigation; publishing, with 
excess funds paid directly to Victim’s Mother. Solve the child 
murder of Christal Jean Jones: deliberately forgotten since 
January 3rd, 2001. Expose cover-up by law enforcement, 
political, and complacent press. www.defectivedetective.net.

Investigate & Publish Defective Detective.  Child Murder & 
Whistle blower cases: see what law enforcement, politicians 
and media are hiding.  www.defectivedetective.net.  Christal 
Jean Jones: deliberately forgotten for 21 years, since January 
3rd, 2001.

Will endorse ‘Go Fund Me’ for investigation
and publishing findings.

Contact: paul@defectivedetective.net.

INDEPENDENT WRITER/PUBLISHER:

WANTED

Please note, the Addison Independent 
offices will be closed on Friday, 12/31.

   The newspaper will publish as 
   normal on Thursday, 12/30 and 
   Thursday, 1/6/22 

Happy New Year from the whole crew at the 
Addy Indy. 
We wish for health, joy and happiness in 
2022.

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!

Carol Milkuhn with Professor Amy Morsman

Lifelong learning for age 60+
Classes start soon for 
January and February
Request Course List!

Keep your mind active
ESI College on Zoom

college@elderlyservices.org
388-3983

Elderly Services

they feel confident about their 
safety. This is certainly true for my 
family and my friends.

4) A mask mandate has been 
proven effective and flexible. 
Nevada has a model program that 
has been successful. Nevadans 
over age 9 are required to mask up 
in indoor public places, regardless 
of their vaccination status, in 
counties that meet the CDC 
criteria for high or substantial rates 
of COVID-19 transmission (like 
all of Vermont). The mandate is 
lifted when rates decline to a safer 
level of transmission (moderate 
or low) for at least two weeks, 
at which point masking is only 
required for unvaccinated people.

A mask mandate is responsible 
public health policy and good 
for business. A strategically 
timed mandate can be revisited 
and suspended as conditions 

permit. Right now the risk is 
particularly high with travel and 
holiday mixing, and the extreme 
contagiousness of the omicron 
variant.

A COVID-19 tsunami is 
coming and our best strategy is to 
anticipate it and act now. Masks 
are a simple, successful and safe 
preventive measure we all can 
take. Once the surge is underway 
there will be little we can do to 
mitigate the harm on individuals, 
our medical care system, and our 
businesses.

I would urge people to contact 
the Middlebury selectboard 
(kramsay@townofmiddlebury.
org) to register their feelings about 
this urgent public health issue. 
It’s the least we can do to protect 
ourselves and each other.

Jack Mayer, MD, MPH
Middlebury

Mayer letter 
(Continued from Page 4A)

McClung letter 
(Continued from Page 4A)

(Middlebury Union High 
School),” Landwehr told the 
Independent on Dec. 16. “These 
are 148 students who were able to 
stay at school versus going home 
and missing 7-10 days of school.”

The Addison Northwest School 
District and Rutland Northeast 
Supervisory Union are also 
employing the program.

Participation in TTS  is optional, 
and those who wish to register must 
complete consent forms. 
HOW TEST TO STAY WORKS

Bouvier explained how TTS will 
work in the MAUSD:

• Only unvaccinated students 
ages 5 and up may participate.

• Participants identified as close 
contacts will be given a rapid 
antigen test every morning upon 
arrival at school. They may remain 
at school that day if their test result 
is negative, but they will not be 
allowed to hang out with other kids 
until they receive a negative result.

• Students in the program may 
ride the bus — data show that 
COVID is rarely transmitted on 
buses — but if they receive a 
positive antigen test at school, a 
caregiver will need to come and get 
them.

• With the exception of school 
and on-campus school-sponsored 
activities, students are expected to 
remain in quarantine during their 
TTS period.

• Students not participating 
in TTS who are exposed to 
COVID-19 must quarantine for 14 
days or quarantine for seven days 
and receive a negative PCR test 
result at day 7 before returning to 
school.

Those protocols could get 
updated after schools reopen in 

January, however.
On Monday the CDC issued 

new quarantine guidance: Both 
asymptomatic individuals who 
test positive and unvaccinated 
individuals identified as close 
contacts may reduce their 
quarantine time 
from 10 days to five 
if they wear masks 
in public on days 
6-10.

The following 
day, after Gov. Phil 
Scott announced 
Vermont will 
distribute 80,000 
COVID-19 home 
test kits so parents 
can test their 
children before they 
return to school in 
January, Secretary of Education 
Daniel French indicated the state 
aims to distribute more such kits 
to families participating in TTS, 
so children exposed to COVID-19 
can be tested before they come to 
school.

On Wednesday Scott said that 
parents and caregivers of Vermont’s 
K-12 children will be able to pick 
up one free rapid antigen test kit per 
student this week at sites around 
Vermont. The state is encouraging 
parents to use these kits to test kids 
before they return to school next 
week, but a test is not a requirement 
for returning to school.

Families with children in 
kindergarten through grade 12 
will be able to pick up one kit 
per child at one of 51 Agency of 
Transportation sites around the 
state on Thursday, Dec.  30, or 
Friday, Dec. 31. In Addison County 
the pickup sites are in Middlebury 
at 341 Creek Road, and New Haven 

at the VTrans lot at 490 Main St.
The pick-up sites will be open 

both days from 7-10 a.m. and 3-6 
p.m. 

Register for the kids online at 
healthvermont.gov/student-testing.

Name and school of the students 
will be required to 
pick up the tests. 
The students do not 
need to be present at 
pickup.

More than 87,000 
of the 2-pack rapid 
antigen test kits will 
be distributed, to 
allow students to test 
twice before school 
starts following 
winter break. 
Students should take 
these tests at least 

24 hours apart, starting two days 
before school begins. 
FREE TAKE-HOME TESTS

Last week the Department of 
Health gave away free COVID 
antigen tests at sites around 
Vermont, and the tests went fast. 
The COVID test giveaway at 55 
Middle Road in Middlebury last 
Thursday ran out of kits about an 
hour into the event. At press time it 
was unclear if a second Middlebury 
popup, originally scheduled for 
Dec. 30, would take place. It 
was removed from the Vermont 
Department of Health’s list of 
upcoming giveaway popups, and 
Department of Health spokesman 
Ben Truman told the Independent 
that “the sites are removed when all 
kits have been distributed.”

Nevertheless, a person at 
Middlebury Regional Emergency 
Medical Services, which operated 

the Middlebury giveaway last 
week, said the organization had test 
kits on hand Wednesday.

According to Truman, a total of 
34,560 kits (each containing two 
tests) were distributed at similar 
pop-up sites statewide over two 
weeks. 

“I don’t have an exact number for 
the Middlebury site, but the sites 
generally received between 850-
1,200 kits for each day,” he wrote 
in an email. 

“The supply we have from 
the federal government is still 
limited,” he added. “So while we 
are working to get them into the 
hands of Vermonters, and expect 
to continue to receive more in the 
coming days and weeks, there 
will, unfortunately, not be enough 
for everyone who wants one right 
away. The demand will mean there 
will be lines and wait times at the 
sites, and that they will likely run 
out quickly.”
CHRISTMAS SPIKE?

Last week state health officials 
warned Vermonters to prepare for a 
jump in COVID-19 cases after the 
holidays, when more people would 
likely gather in groups. 

On Wednesday, the Department 
of Health reported 31 new cases 
of COVID-19 in Addison County 
since the day before, and 244 
positive tests during the preceding 
two weeks. That is almost 1% of all 
2,507 cases reported in the county 
over the past 92 weeks.

Also on Wednesday, an alarming 
940 new COVID-19 cases 
statewide were reported in just one 
day. Vermont has recorded 63,076 
positive COVID tests since the 
pandemic began in March 2020.

Test to Stay
(Continued from Page 3A)

Building the
 Library of the Future

The first in a series by 
Dana Hart, Ilsley Public 
Library Director.

Ilsley welcomed me for co-working
By STEVE GROSS 

Anyone who writes a good deal knows that it can be an isolating 
experience. And writer’s isolation was creeping up on me as I 
got deeply to work on my most recent book, which deals with 
organizational turbulence. In fact, I was feeling my own sense of 
turbulence each day as I marched myself into my small home office to 
work on the manuscript. Something was missing. At first, I couldn’t 
put my finger on it. But the silence of my office soon spoke loudly 
enough. Long being told — and believing that I was — a people 
person, I realized that staying at home alone was not going to put me 
in the right frame of mind to write a useful book. 

But where to go? Then it hit me, why not try our public library? So, 
I packed up my laptop, folded up my scattered notes, and headed to 
the Ilsley library. After catching up a bit with my friend Chris in the 
lobby, I climbed the stairs to the second floor. There I found several 
small oak tables, each with a matching captain’s chair, all within easy 
access to an outlet and WIFI. Several even had a view. 

The hard work of writing remained the same, of course, but nearly 
everything else was better. Instead of too much aloneness, I was 
amidst lots of people from our community. Some were studying, some 
chatted quietly with friends, while others got help with schoolwork. 
Our purposes varied but we shared a common space as co-workers. 
That lifted my spirits and started me on a new, more productive part 
of my writing journey. 

I have benefited from this co-working space many times since. 
COVID shut things down for a while, but the library is fully open 
again. The tables, chairs, outlets and Wi-Fi are all there. Most of all, 
you’ll find a great staff of friendly professionals to help you access 
Ilsley’s resources. And there’s something else: When you become 
a co-worker at Ilsley, you are growing this community hub by 
connecting with others. What a wonderful way to break out of our 
COVID cocoons! 

“The supply we 
have from the 
federal government 
is still limited.”

— Department of 
Health spokesman Ben 

Truman
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By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
STARKSBORO — Homeowners 

on Ireland and Conway roads in 
Starksboro are waiting with some 
trepidation for the meeting of the 
town’s selectboard on Tuesday, 
Jan. 4, which my well decide the 
fate of their neighborhood.

At issue is a proposed 
snowmobile trail that would branch 
off from an existing route in the 
Lewis Creek Wildlife Management 
Area and connect with another 
trail several miles southeast, near 
the Jerusalem Corners Store. 
Snowmobilers are hoping to ride 
in the roadway for about a 1.25 
miles on Ireland and Conway roads 
— a prospect that does not sit well 
with many homeowners in that 
neighborhood.

Last week, 20 of those residents 
submitted a statement to the 
selectboard expressing their 
opposition to the trail, part of which 
was read aloud by Rob Liotard at 
the board’s Dec. 21 meeting.

“The residents of Conway 
and Ireland Roads are extremely 
concerned about the safety of 
snowmobiles riding on the roads 
and the noise and disruption this 
will infl ict on the neighborhood,” 
they wrote. “We ask the Select 
Board to consider that allowing 
snowmobiles to operate on the 
roads is not in the best interest of 
pedestrian and automobile safety 
and violates various state and local 
regulations and/or bylaws.”

State law prohibits snowmobile 
use on plowed roads but allows 
municipal governing bodies to 
grant exceptions.

Such an exception has been 
sought by 
members of the Mt. 
Abe Snow Sports/
S n o w m o b i l i n g 
Club (MASSSC) 
which is one of 
more than 100 
clubs recognized 
by the Vermont 
Association of 
Snow Travelers 
(VAST).

As previously 
reported in the 
Independent, VAST signage started 
showing up on Ireland and Conway 
roads in early December, without 
the selectboard’s knowledge or 
permission.

The club formally requested 
that permission on Dec. 12 when 
a member who lives in Bristol 
contacted selectboard chair Koran 
Cousino, but there is no record of 
the request because it was made 
by phone, according to selectboard 
secretary Rebecca Elder.

At its Dec. 21 meeting the 
selectboard allowed for about an 
hour of public comment on the 
trail issue, then decided to table the 
request until Jan. 4.

Both residents and trail 
supporters have pointed out that 
there used to be a snowmobile trail 
through this part of Starksboro, but 
almost all of the facts surrounding 
that trail are disputed.

When asked about it, Elder said 
a trail was there “18-20 years ago,” 
but she didn’t have any information 
about it, and whatever documents 
the town might have in connection 
with it were not electronic.

Snowmobile supporters say 
a trail was here for decades but 
neither of the MASSSC members 
interviewed by the Independent
could produce any evidence to 
support that claim.

MASSSC President Lewis 
Barnes, who lives in Bristol, said 
he believes the trail was offi cially 
removed from the VAST trail map 
in 2004.

A timeline pieced together by 
a few residents of Ireland and 
Conway roads, based on the 
memories of longtime or former 
residents, suggests the previous 
trail may only have lasted a few 
years, from the late 1990s to 
the early 2000s, but again, the 

Independent did not uncover any 
evidence to support this.

When the previous trail was 
there, snowmobile supporters say 
residents illegally tore down VAST 
signage.

Residents say VAST attached 
signage to trees on private property 
without permission.

Snowmobile supporters say the 
previous trail had to be shut down 
because permission was revoked 
by the new owner of land the trail 
ran through.

Longtime residents recall packs 
of snowmobilers disregarding 
signs and landowners, riding up 
multiple driveways and across 
multiple lawns.

The Independent
was unable to 
confi rm the details 
of any of these 
incidents, but 
what residents 
describe was not 
uncommon for the 
time.

Police logs from 
the past 25 years 
are sprinkled with 
complaints about 
s n o w m o b i l e r s 

riding illegally in roadways, 
trespassing and damaging crops 
and other private property.

In 1998 one Addison County 
VAST club had to shut down 
its own trails because some 
snowmobilers were not following 
posted signs and the club’s 
volunteers were not able to keep 
up with trail maintenance and 
mending landowner relationships.

Current residents of Ireland 
and Conway roads thus take little 
comfort from MASSSC assurances 
that the proposed 
trail down their 
streets would be 
posted with 15 mph 
speed limit signs 
and other signage 
e n c o u r a g i n g 
rider caution and 
respect. 
‘BAD APPLES’

B a r n e s 
acknowledged that 
there have been a 
few “bad apples” 
in the past, but he said things have 
changed, and snowmobiling has 
become more of a family-oriented 
pastime.

But the “bad apples” are precisely 
the ones landowners don’t want to 
have to deal with.

And apparently some problems 
still do exist.

“Snowmobiles typically travel 
on our road at 50 or 60 miles an 
hour, although the posted speed 
limit is 35,” said Ellen Forshaw in 
an email to Ireland and Conway 
road residents this week, which 
was obtained by the Independent. 
“Littering is a signifi cant 
problem. Unsupervised children 
are often seen snowmobiling, 
sometimes without helmets. Most 
snowmobilers shortcut the curves 

in the road by driving through 
our meadows. Some joyride all 
over our meadows. The noise, 
particularly on busy weekends, 
can be very loud and disruptive 
to the peaceful nature of the area. 
The excessive speed amplifi es the 
noise.”

Forshaw acknowledged that 
many people enjoy snowmobiling 
in a responsible way, but too 
many were irresponsible and 
disrespectful.

“VAST’s principles support 
responsible snowmobiling,” 
Forshaw concluded. “Their public 
statements are not being heeded by 
their members.”

But VAST’s budget priorities 
suggest the organization is at least 
trying.

According to Barnes, VAST 
spends more than $100,000 a year 
on contracts with law enforcement 
agencies, including sheriffs, 
Vermont State Police and, in some 
cases, town police departments.

The Independent reached out 
to Addison County Sheriff Peter 
Newton but was unable to connect 
with him before deadline.

VAST also spends more 
than $100,000 a year on public 
relations, marketing, media and 
communications, and $35,000 a 
year for lobbying, according to its 
2021 annual report.

But in the case of the proposed 
Starksboro trail no one from 
VAST seems to have lobbied local 
residents to gain their support for a 
snowmobile trail down their street.

One MASSSC member told 
the Independent this was because 
snowmobilers did not anticipate 
there would be any objection to 
their use of the roads.

Barnes has not 
been as involved 
in the Starksboro 
trail discussions 
as other MASSSC 
members but he 
understands that 
there is hesitation 
on the part of 
landowners and he 
understands why.

“We don’t want 
to be on that road 
any more than they 

want us to be there,” he said.
But snowmobiles are made to 

be more quiet these days, Barnes 
pointed out, and recent legislation 
in Vermont prohibits modifi cations 
that would make them louder.

It just isn’t like it used to be, he 
reiterated.

As it stands now, the Starksboro 
selectboard plans to hold 
Tuesday’s meeting at 6 p.m. in the 
multi-purpose room at Robinson 
Elementary School, as well as on 
Zoom.

“The board has not had the 
opportunity to discuss any aspect of 
this request to date and is focused 
on ensuring a fair process at their 
open meeting where all interested 
parties can participate,” Elder told 
the Independent. “The board is 
talking with legal counsel to ensure 
the process is fair and equitable 
and to proceed with next steps that 
will support this goal.”

Reach Christopher 
Ross at christopherr@
addisonindependent.com.

A�ordable Cremation 
& Burial Plans

�e only on-site crematory in Addison County. 
Locally owned & operated by Walter Ducharme

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home 
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT 

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Peace of Mind
is Knowing Your Loved One 

Never Leaves Our Care

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 91 years  |  1930-2021

57 Main St. New Haven | 453-3433 | CleggsNewHaven@yahoo.com  
CleggsMemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Dra�ing  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast  •  Cleaning

Foundations  •  Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operated
Addison county’s ONLY full 
service monument company 

CLEGGS 
M EMORIALS

34 MAIN ST., 
SUITE 1

VERGENNES,
VT 05491

(802) 870-7170

Get Your 

Hearing 

Tested ...

Think you may
have hearing loss?

Find out for sure.
Take our FREE online hearing test.

It takes less than 5 minutes!

To access our free test, take a picture
of this QR code with your phone or

go to homeaudiologyservices.com 
and scroll down to Take Our
Online Hearing Screening.

FUNERAL
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
CREMATION
PRE-PLANNING   

SERVICES

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
453-2301

VERGENNES
877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Robert Ralph Titus, 89, of Charlotte
CHARLOTTE — Robert R. 

Titus, age 89, of Charlotte, Vt., 
passed away peacefully on Dec. 
24, 2021, at Helen Porter Nursing 
Home with his family by his side.

He was a farmer, sugarmaker 
and family man with a real passion 
for horses. From a very young age, 
he would tell stories of breaking a 
pony for neighboring girls along 
with stories of using teams of horses 
on the family farm for logging and 
tilling the land. As an adult he grew 
to love Arabians and had one of his 
very own that he raised from a colt, 
“WA Flare,” his pride and joy.

Robert spent his early life in 
Stowe Hollow farming alongside 
his parents and other family 
members. Robert spoke often of 
his memories and shared many 
wonderful stories of growing up 
in Stowe on the farm they called 
Grass Lands with the Pinnacle 
Mountain in his backyard. Later 
he joined the Air Force and was 
stationed in Rapid City, S.D. There 
he met Bernice. They married in 
August 1956, in South Dakota. 
They spent several years in South 
Dakota, where Laurie and Jeff were 
born. Later they moved back to 
start their own farm in Charlotte, 
Vt., where they continued farming 
and sugaring.

ROBERT RALPH TITUS

Robert was born on April 
20, 1932, in Stowe, Vt., (Stowe 
Hollow) to Blanche and Floyd 
Titus. He is survived by his wife, 
Bernice, of 65 years; his daughter, 
Laurie and husband Peter Curler, 
grandsons Bobby and his wife 
Genia, and great-grandchildren 
Colbie and Levi; Bradley and wife 
Kari and great-grandchildren Remi, 
Reese, Emerson, Wylie and Leland; 
daughter-in-law Lorraine Titus, her 
son Ryan and his wife Jenn of South 
Carolina; his brother Doug and his 
wife Debbie; and several nieces and 
nephews. Robert was predeceased 
by his parents, Blanche and Floyd; 

infant daughter Diane; his son 
Jeffrey Titus; brother Wesley Titus 
and sister Darlene Murray.

Robert loved working with 
his son, daughter, and son-in-
law Peter, spending many years 
overseeing the family farm. He also 
enjoyed local fairs such as Addison 
County Fair and Field Days and 
especially Eastern States. Over the 
years he and Bernice traveled to 
South Dakota yearly, and around 
the U.S.A. visiting family and 
many special sites along the way. 
He enjoyed Sunday rides around 
the countryside and visiting with 
friends and family. He especially 
enjoyed seeing his grandsons and 
great-grandchildren playing and 
enjoying the family farm life.

Many Thanks to the staff at 
Helen Porter for the care given to 
Robert.

In spring of 2022 when the 
Tulips are in blossom there will be 
a celebration of Robert’s life.

In lieu of fl owers, donation in 
his memory may be made online 
to wildmustangs.com or mailed to 
Black Hills Wildhorse Sanctuary, 
PO Box 998, Hot Springs, SD 
57747, a nonprofi t organization. 
To send online condolences to 
his family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com. ◊

Diane M. Fowler, 
67, of Shoreham
SHOREHAM — Diane M. 

Fowler, 67, of Schenectady, N.Y., 
and Shoreham, Vt., passed away 
on Sunday, Nov. 28, 2021, at 
Elderwood of Ticonderoga, N.Y.

She was born in Schenectady, 
N.Y., Aug. 13, 1954, to the late 
Bernard and Theresa Fowler.

Survivors include her three 
children, Bernard J. Hutchins 
and wife Sarah of Addison; and 
her twin children, Tony Hutchins 
of Ticonderoga, N.Y., and Tina 
Hutchins of Maui, Hawaii; two 
brothers, her twin David Fowler of 
Rexford, N.Y. and Scott Fowler of 
Schenectady; seven grandchildren, 
Joshua, Olivia, Blayke, Cricket, 
Emma, Aspen and Gunner; and 
many nieces and nephews.

A private funeral service has 
already taken place.◊

Donna Munson McAlister, 58, 
of Middlebury and South Carolina

MIDDLEBURY — Donna 
Munson McAlister passed away 
peacefully on Dec. 7, 2021, after 
a long battle with cancer. 

Donna loved life and music and 
always had a smile. She was born 
Aug. 1, 1963, to the late Thomas 
Munson and Wilma (Cram) 
Munson.

Donna loved her family and 
family gatherings. She was a 
fi ddle player along with her 
father, Tom. She loved to get 
together with her son, brothers 
and nephews to have jam 
sessions. She was a loving wife, 
mother and grandmother.

She is survived by her mother, DONNA MUNSON 
MCALISTER

Wilma; her husband, Charles; 
her daughter, Megan Thibideau; 
son, Cory Thibodeau; three 
granddaughters, Rhealynd, 
D’Kylah and Allison; siblings 
Emily Rainey (Wayne), Ronald 
Munson (Becky Burritt), Terry 
Munson, Debbie Munson, 
Dolores Rochon and Jeff Munson 
(Robyn); and several nieces and 
nephews.

She was predeceased by 
her father, Thomas, and niece 
Rebecca Munson.

A memorial service will be 
held in the spring to celebrate her 
life. She was loved by all and will 
be sadly missed.◊

CONTACT GOV. SCOTT

Governor
Phil Scott

1-800-649-6825
(Vt. only)

802-828-3333

109 State Street, Pavillion
Montpelier, Vermont 05609-0101

www.vermont.gov/governor

Starksboro to weigh fate of VAST trail

ROADSIDE SIGNS LIKE this one, meant to direct snowmobile 
traffi c, began popping up on Ireland and Conway roads in Starksboro 
in early December, without permission. A local snowmobiling club 
has since fi led a formal request to use these two roads as part of 
a snowmobile trail, but many landowners in the area are opposed 
to the idea.

Independent photo/Christopher Ross  

“We don’t want 
to be on that road 
any more than 
they want us to be 
there.”
— MASSSC President 
Lewis Barnes

“Snowmobiles 
typically travel on 
our road at 50 or 
60 miles an hour, 
although the 
posted speed limit 
is 35.” 
— Ellen Forshaw
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WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

David Wimett, 35 Years Experience
C. Michael Jackman, 40 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

802-465-4688 

2008 TOYOTA TUNDRA DB CAB
4x4, 7 ½ ft Plow, Cap, 178k miles!

$17,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2015 SUBARU OUTBACK
Premium, AWD, Loaded, Sunroof, 64k miles

$19,995

2009 TOYOTA CAMRY
LE Sedan, Auto, 4cyl, Loaded, 108k miles

$7,995

2015 NISSAN ROGUE
Select, FWD, Auto, New Snows! 132k miles

$12,995

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

2021 BE GONE SALE!2021 BE GONE SALE!

2016  NISSAN FRONTIER 
Crew Cab SV, 4x4, V6, Loaded, 127k miles

$23,995

The Middlebury Elementary  

School Association (MESA) thanks these  

businesses and organizations

for their generous support of the 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR KIDS!

2021 Mary Hogan School  

READ-A-THON

Ilsley Library

National Bank of Middlebury

G. Stone Motors

MCTV

Noonie’s Deli

UPS Store

Addison Independent

Champlain Valley Properties

IPJ Real Estate

Rainbow Pediatrics

Carroll, Boe, Pell & Kite

Clint Bierman

Yogurt City

Memorial Sports Center

Middlebury Parks & Rec

Middlebury College Snow Bowl 

Shelburne Farms

Shelburne Museum

Rotary Club

Bonnie’s Book Foundation

Petra Cliffs

County Tire

Clint Bierman

Middlebury Bagel & Deli

Fire & Ice Restaurant

ECHO Aquarium & Science Center 

Associates in Orthodontics

Better Middlebury Partnership

Otter Creek Used Books

Ralph Myhre Golf Course

Champlain Construction

Vermont Integrated Architecture

Silver Maple Construction

Rosie’s Restaurant

Middlebury Pediatrics

VT Integrated Architecture

Vermont Book Shop

Budget
(Continued from Page 1A)

Danforth
(Continued from Page 2A)

aren’t made lightly. The machines 
can eventually pay for themselves, 
as places like Danforth can charge 
a premium for the personalization.

“We could put them in our stores 
and train our store staff to use 
them,” Kleppner said. “I think our 
customers will get a real kick out 
of seeing this laser show. We’re 
excited about the possibilities.”

Danforth currently has 10 
stores in five states, with another 
in the works for Faneuil Hall in 
Boston. The company has around 
100 full- and part-time workers. 
Approximately 40 of its 60 full-time 
equivalent jobs are in Middlebury.

Danforth expects to hear whether 
it wins the grant or not late this 
winter. If Danforth’s expansion 
plan goes forward, the company 

would eventually be able to spend 
an additional $100,000 annually 
with its more than 70 Vermont 
subcontractors — including 
Middlebury’s Maple Landmark and 
802Print in Vergennes, Kleppner 
noted.

If Danforth lands a CIP grant, 
construction of the building 
connector could begin in 
September of 2022, according to 
Kleppner said. 

“I understand there’s a lot of 
interest in this (CIP) program; 
there are applications for many 
more dollars than they have to 
distribute,” he said. “If we don’t 
get a grant this round, there might 
be future rounds. We have our 
fingers crossed.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

But he expects to have a good idea 
early next month, with the release of 
additional state aid information and 
calculation of the impact of each 
town’s common level of appraisal 
(CLA). CLAs are adjustments to 
towns’ assessed property values. 
The state calculates a CLA annually 
for each town to adjust the assessed 
value of properties to reflect fair 
market value as nearly as possible.

Price, during a presentation to the 
ACSD board on Monday, outlined 
some of the major factors leading 
to a potential 5.6% budget hike of 
$1,850,188.

He said around $300,000 is due 
to several new positions, two at 
Middlebury Union Middle School, 
which has been dealing with student 
behavioral issues this semester.

Another $1.1 million of the 
increase is due to contracted wage 
increases and benefits for ACSD 
employees. The ACSD board 
during the past month has OK’d 
new multi-year labor agreements 
that include wage increases next 
year of 3.5% and 4.1% for teachers 
and support staff, respectively.

District officials are tentatively 
projecting a 10% rise in health 
insurance premiums.

Price added $189,000 of the 
budget bump is attributable to 
higher transportation costs. The 
ACSD next year will enter the 
fourth year of a five-year pact 
with Bet-Cha Transit. The bottom 
line: The district is on the hook for 
$1,253,269 in transportation costs 
next year, a 17.8% increase over 
this year.

Bet-Cha essentially holds 
a monopoly on public school 
transportation in the state. Burrows 
said it would require a tremendous 
upfront investment were the district 
to consider its own busing service.

So the combination of the wage/
benefits hikes, new hires and 
transportation increase amounts 
to $1.6 million of the overall 
$1,850,188 increase in local 
education spending.

Department heads told the school 

board they’ve tried to be frugal.
The technology budget comes 

in at $1,136,085, which would be 
a 0.2% decrease compared to this 
year.

“The budget hasn’t changed 
essentially since unification (in 
2017),” said Will Hatch, the district’s 
technical support specialist.

He explained his department has 
emphasized repairing computer 
hardware in-house whenever 
possible instead of replacing it. But 
he warned some of the ACSD’s 
tech infrastructure will require 
replacement in “a couple of years,” 
and that will require an investment.

The facilities spending plan 
comes in at $3,340,117, a 1.8% 
bump compared to this year, 
according to ACSD Director of 
Facilities Bruce MacIntire.

His proposal calls for the addition 
of a half-time facilities worker at 
Salisbury Elementary.

“It’s basically a level-funded 
budget for next year,” MacIntire told 
the board, adding his department 
has been in a reactive mode — 
fixing things as they break — in 
order to hold the line on spending. 
But MacIntire is hoping to persuade 
the ACSD board to invest a large 
portion of the district’s surplus 
to fund a major overhaul of the 
Middlebury Union High School 
kitchen (see related story on this 
page).

Meanwhile, the district is 
projecting a 1.9% decrease in 
special education expenses for next 
year. The current ask is $5,019,046, 
according to Nicole Carter, the 
ACSD’s director of equity and 
student services.

An expected decrease in out-
of-district student placements 
is a major reason for the special 
education decrease, officials said. 
But Vermont’s Act 173, and the 
potential for students with profound 
special needs moving into or out of 
the district at any time, make such 
expenditures hard to predict, noted 
Superintendent Peter Burrows.

Act 173 was devised by the 
Legislature to “enhance the 
effectiveness, availability and 
equity of services to students who 
need additional support.” The act 
changes the way special education 
funding is currently administered, 
to a census-based funding model. 

“There are some calling for a 
delay in Act 173,” Burrows said. 
“It’s hard for me to tell right now 
whether it gets implemented … but 
my read is it could be like a 50-50 
scenario right now in terms of 
whether it’s going or not.”

The ACSD’s preK-12 enrollment 
is expected to stay exactly the 
same next year — at 1,661. But 
there’s a catch when it comes to 
calculating student enrollment 
when it comes to state aid; Vermont 
uses a “weighting” system to ensure 
equitable education spending across 
the state. 

And according to ACSD officials 
the district will lose middle-school 
students who are more heavily 
weighted in the formula: Price is 
projecting the ACSD will have 
1,711.66 equalized pupils next year, 
a 1.4% (24 students) reduction from 
this year.

“When you look at enrollment 
and see, ‘We’re the same in 
enrollment, why are our equalized 
pupils going down?’” Burrows said. 
“(The answer is) because we’re 

losing secondary students. That’s 
why figuring out the equalized pupil 
number is very challenging.”

It’s a local trend that’s been 
going on for around seven years, 
according to Burrows. Graduating 
classes in the ACSD have started to 
shrink from the 180 range to 115-
120 nowadays, he said.

“That has had a big impact on our 
budget,” he said.

The Legislature this coming 
session will consider new 
weighting scenarios for Vermont 
students. A state task force 
is developing an action plan 
and proposed legislation that 
would “ensure all public school 
students have equitable access to 
educational opportunities.”

A Pupil Weighting Factors 
Report submitted to the 2019 
Legislature recommends several 
options for fixing inequities in 
the current weighting system. 
More recently those options have 
been boiled down to two, one of 
which could benefit local districts’ 
budgets, and another that would 
raise local taxes. Again, as Burrows 
noted, the Legislature might not 
act on either this session.

There’s yet another factor to 
consider when calculating how the 
ACSD budget will affect property 
taxes in the seven towns. Earlier this 
month, Vermont tax commissioner 
Craig Bolio recommended a 14.3% 
increase in property yield level for 
the state.

“This is driven by the increase 
(in value) of Vermont real estate,” 
Price said. “Higher yield means 
lower tax rates — possibly. But 
it needs to be kept in mind that 
there’s a possible CLA offset to 
that.”

Indeed, the CLA can be a double-
edged sword. 

“When fair market property values 
increase in a town, it decreases the 
town’s CLA, which causes the 
town’s tax rate on bills to increase,” 
Vermont Tax Commissioner Craig 
Bolio wrote in a recent memo to all 
the state’s school districts. “Given 
the increased value in real estate 
in Vermont this year, the CLA 
is expected to go down in many 

communities which means actual 
tax rates in those towns could be 
much higher than the forecasted 
statewide rate.”

Communities that have recently 
completed townwide reappraisals 
will see less of a CLA impact.

It should also be noted that 
Vermont has a $90 million surplus 
in its Education Fund. The state 
could use all or a portion of that 
to offset property tax impacts at 
the local level. Gov. Phil Scott is 
proposing to use around half the 
sum for one-time school capital 
construction projects.

The ACSD board’s next budget 
discussion is slated for Jan. 3. 
Tentative plans call for the board to 
approve a final budget number at its 
Monday, Jan. 10 meeting.

Reporter John Flowers is 
at johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Bruce MacIntire, the district’s 
facilities director, made the pitch 
at the ACSD board’s budget 
meeting on Monday. He said the 
kitchen’s deficiencies include 
failing sewer drains, failing 
flooring (that contains asbestos 
tiles), an outdated electrical 
system, improper wall surfaces, 
inadequate refrigeration and an 
inefficient layout of the space.

While delightfully retro, the 
kitchen’s walk-in cooler is no 
longer large enough to meet 
the needs of the MUHS meals 
program, MacIntire added.

The district recently hired 
TruexCullins Architecture to 
review the space and come up 
with a repair plan. It would be 
the first improvements for the 
kitchen since some basic code-
related fixes in 1997.

TruexCullins submitted a 
$2.6 million menu of repairs 
that would do asbestos 
abatement for the flooring, 

resurce walls and fix an 
inadequate ventilation system,  
among other things.

“This project clearly won’t 
fit into our operating budget 
and it’s something we need to 
tackle sooner rather than later,” 
MacIntire told the board.

He said the MUHS kitchen 
renovation ranks at the top of 
his wish list of ACSD building 
improvement projects.

Board members expressed 
surprise at the estimated cost of 
the kitchen makeover. MacIntire 
said he believes the estimate is 
sound, especially in light of the 
demolition work required.

“We basically need to rip 
everything out and start over,” 
he said.

The board will spend the 
next few weeks finalizing its 
2022-2023 budget priorities 
— including how to use the 
$2,323,099 fund balance left 
over from last year. Officials 
attributed the savings to the 
pandemic, during which 
there’s been less travel, 
staff development and other 
customary activities.  

Kitchen
(Continued from Page 1A)

OLD, FAILING FLOOR tile in the Middlebury Union High School 
kitchen would be replaced as part of a major kitchen renovation plan 
that’s under consideration by the Addison Central School District 
board. The board is being asked to use surplus budget money to 
underwrite the majority of the project, estimated at $2.6 million.

Photo courtesy ACSD

THE ADDISON CENTRAL 
School District board is being 
asked to earmark more than 
$2 million in budget surplus 
to a major renovation of the 
Middlebury Union High School 
kitchen, which (like the school 
building itself) is 65 years old. 
The kitchen’s electrical system, 
among other things, needs to be 
overhauled.

Photo courtesy ACSD
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This historic farm has connected 
people with Vermont’s State 

Animal for 141 years and counting.

1878
Since

74 Battell Dr., Weybridge, VT 
88-2 11 • m.e mor an

Ripton Country 
Store
Since

1879
“The Best Store in town”

Eva Hoffman and Gary Wissell 
388-7238

1898
Since

Rt. 74 • e t Shoreham  
897-5043

O AS OR AR S
Growing Great Apples

for 4 Generations

1827
Since

14 Court Square, Middlebury
88-4961 • www.mi le r inn. om

Lodging  organ s avern
an uets and eddings

192 Y ears  of Serv i c e

Main Street • Orwell • 948-2811
Rt. 22A • Shoreham • 897-2265

1863
Since

Traditional Banking

1809
Since

43 N. Pleasant Street 
(802) 388-2510

Middlebury, Vt. 05753

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

Middlebury United 
Methodist Church

Since

1800
Excellence in Education

Since

1831
NMLS # 403372  •  NBMVT.com

Branches in Middlebury, Bristol, 
Vergennes, Brandon & Hinesburg

190 years of service

EOE

1786
Since

Stop in and enjoy the Neshobe Café
at the Brandon Inn

20 Park Street • (802) 247-5766
stay@brandoninn.com •  BrandonInn.com

Make a little
History 

of your Own

1906
Since

106 Andrew Johnson Dr., Bristol, Vt.
(802) 453-4884

www.vermontlumber.com

1912
Since

Proudly serving Addison, Ferrisburgh, 
Panton, Vergennes and Waltham

1919
Since

Providing insurance protection to Addison 
County residents for over 100 years.

Cornwall, VT - 802-385-1189
dewittblake.com

1915
Since

388-7917
292 Colonial Drive, Middlebury, VT

www.co-opinsurance.com

(January  from Page 1A)

(See February, Page 9A)

February

1887
Since

Vergennes, VT • 802-877-3118

Design, Installation & Service.
We are with you from beginning to end.

1897
Since

For a full calendar of events visit:
www.vergennesoperahouse.org

or call 802-877-6737

Restored 1993-2007

Celebrating a sense
of community

way, which was welcome news 
in the middle of a post-holiday 
infection surge, including 100 
cases at Victory Baptist Church in 
Waltham.

On Jan. 6, eyes turned toward 
Washington, D.C., where 
supporters of President Trump, 
who had been defeated at the polls 
in November by Joseph Biden, 
stormed the U.S. Capitol building 
seeking to prevent the vote 
from being certifi ed. During the 
attempted coup,  Trump supporters 
waged pitched battles with law 
enforcement, made threats against 
Vice President Mike Pence, House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and other 
elected offi cials, and vandalized 
federal property.

In the Green Mountain State, 
local police departments and the 
Vermont State Police were on high 
alert following the announcement 
that similar rallies were being 
planned for each of the U.S. state 
capitals. At least one local activist 
expressed support for the attempted 
insurrection.

Thankfully, similar violent 
events did not materialize in 
Vermont.

Closer to home, school closure 
had become a hot topic as districts 
continued to struggle with declining 
enrollment and rising costs.

In an effort to prevent their 
elementary school from being 
closed, voters in Ripton approved 
a plan to withdraw from the 
Addison Central School District. A 
similar measure in Weybridge was 
defeated on the same day.

Elsewhere in the county, 
residents of Lincoln, Starksboro 
and other towns in the Mount 
Abraham Unifi ed School District 
were pressing Superintendent 
Patrick Reen for information 
related to the long-range facilities 
plan he had unveiled in December. 
The plan called for, among other 
things, consolidating fi ve of the 
district elementary programs into 
two schools and merging with 
the Addison Northwest School 
District.

In Vergennes, a new city manager 
was hired. Ron Redmond would 
take over for interim Renny Perry, 
who had moved into the position 
after the resignation of Dan 
Hofman the previous November.

Meanwhile, COVID continued 
to bear down on local communities. 
During a statewide spike in the 
middle of the month, Vermont 
logged more positive cases over a 
fi ve-day period than it had during 
the fi rst six months of the pandemic 
combined.

By that point, health care 
workers and residents of long-term 
care facilities around the state had 
started to receive vaccines.

Vermont began administering 
vaccines to the general public on 
Jan. 25, starting with residents who 
were age 75 or older.

Hoping the state had rounded a 
corner on the pandemic, Gov. Phil 
Scott eased restrictions on school 
and recreational sports, including 
the resumption of outdoor ski 
team competitions. Practices that 

had previously been limited to 
contactless skills and conditioning 
drills could now be expanded to 
include limited contact drills and 
intra-squad scrimmages.

But the pandemic continued to 
wreak economic havoc on local 
communities. With that in mind, 
the Better Middlebury Partnership, 

along with other economic 
development organizations and 
Middlebury College, announced 
a new program called “Kick 
Start,” which they hoped would 
spur new businesses in downtown 
Middlebury by providing tens 
of thousands of dollars to 
entrepreneurs who wanted to start 

downtown businesses.
The future was looking far less 

bright for the 19th-century New 
Haven Junction Train Depot, near 
the intersection of Routes 7 and 17. 
Faster passenger trains would soon 
be traveling those tracks and the 
depot would block their sightline, 
state transportation offi cials said. 
It had to be moved or torn down. 
Local residents scrambled to fi nd a 
new home for the depot — and the 
money to move it.

Confronted with the Ripton 
withdrawal vote, an ongoing 
pandemic and other complications 
in the middle of budget season, 
the ACSD board hit pause on a 
facilities master plan that had been 
expected to recommend closing 
one or more district elementary 
schools. The board hoped to revisit 
the plan in the summer.

As January turned into February 
more good news emerged for 
some of the businesses that were 
fi nding it hard to stay afl oat during 
the pandemic. An anonymous 
“distant angel” donated $300,000 
to the Congregational Church 
of Middlebury, which was to 
administer it for the relief of 
Middlebury-area restaurants and 
farms that had been hurt by the 
pandemic.

Just a few clicks down Main 
Street from the Congo Church, the 
Middlebury selectboard approved 
a plan to use $50,000 in unspent 
economic development funds 
to help the Better Middlebury 
Partnership with its Kick 
Start campaign for downtown 
businesses, which aimed to provide 
$10,000 grants and other supports 
to prospective businesses whose 
proposals won out in the coming 
competition.

The picture was less rosy for 
houseless local families and 
individuals who during the winter 
months had fewer shelter options 
to choose from. In Middlebury, 
for instance, Vermont Department 
of Health COVID restrictions had 
reduced the capacity of the Charter 
House Coalition’s warming shelter 
from 40 to 23. Statewide, more and 
more of those in need were being 
placed in motels and hotels.

Meanwhile, folks in Montpelier 
and just about every farming 
community in the state were 
looking toward the future with the 
release of the Vermont Agriculture 
and Food Systems Strategic 
Plan, 2021-2030. The plan laid 
out 15 strategic goals to increase 
sustainable economic development, 
improve the environment and 
working landscape, increase access 
to healthy food for all Vermonters, 
and improve racial equity.

Local athletes and sports fans 
got a boost mid-month after Gov. 
Phil Scott gave high school sports 
competitions the green light and the 

1882
Preserving history and art

Since

One Park St., Middlebury • 388-2117
www.HenrySheldonMuseum.org

Henry Sheldon
Museum

Henry Sheldon

RIPTON RESIDENT ANZA Armstrong and scores of other Ripton residents were asked if their town 
should withdraw from the Addison Central School District on Tuesday. The referendum passed, 163-
107.

Independent fi le photo/Steve James

MIDDLEBURY SENIOR GUARD Karic Riche lunges to win back 
the ball in the Tigers’ zone from Mount Abe’s Koby LaRose. The 
visiting Eagles won Tuesday’s game, 58-44.

Independent fi le photo/Steve James

LIKE MANY RESTAURANTS operating in the COVID-19 pandemic, Cubbers in Bristol has limited its 
services to takeout, which requires fewer staff and staff hours. Still, with the help of federal and state 
relief grants, the cherished downtown eatery — like many in Addison County — has been able to cut 
fewer employees than it otherwise would have.

Photo courtesy of Cubbers
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1921
SinceSince

Our Mission
To provide quality, residential care to 

individuals in a historic setting preserved 
for their benefit.

Shard 
Villa 

www.hope-vt.org
1965

Since
Serving Addison County

1956
Family Owned & 
Operated Since

Route 125, East Middlebury
802-388-2661

Sales every Monday & Thursday

Addison County
Commission Sales

T.G. Wisnowski & Sons

Since

1946
518 Maple St • Salisbury • 352-4241

WHERE THE 
EGG COMES 
FIRST & THE 
HENS ARE 
TREATED RIGHT

1943
Since

“Making Friends Warm
is our  Business”

MIDDLEBURY, VT • 388-9260

PLUMBING & HEATING • PETROLEUM 
EQUIPMENT • HEATING OIL

Celebrating 
89 years! 

1930
Since

 i e treet  •  ri tol  •  . 1
. i . o

JACKMAN’S 
OF BRISTOL, INC.

Route 125, East Middlebury, VT 
802-388-4915

Check Out Thousands of Products in our 
e-showroom at goodro-lumber.com

Since 

1930

Founded

1919
1438 Rt 7S • Middlebury • 388-3139

Serving Middlebury Since 1981

1927
Service Above Self

Serving Addison County Since

MIDDLEBURY, VT • 388-9260

Vermont’s Credit Union

Addison County Locations in 
Middlebury & Vergennes

Since

1953
VermontFederal.org • 888-252-0202

1946
Since

1946
Since

Happy Holidays!
58 Maple Street

The Marble Works, Middlebury
388-4944 • www.addisonindependent.com

1946
Since

Happy Holidays!
58 Maple Street

The Marble Works, Middlebury
388-4944 • www.addisonindependent.com

Happy Holidays!
58 Maple Street

The Marble Works, Middlebury
802-388-4944

 addisonindependent.com

1962
Since

154 Monkton Road, Ferrisburgh
(802) 877-2878

Gaines
Insurance

Agency

(February from Page 8A)

March

April

(See April, Page 10A)

Vermont Principals’ Association 
extended the winter sports season 
until March 27, which would 
allow for eight-game seasons for 
hockey and basketball — though 
no spectators would be allowed at 
games.

February in Vermont isn’t the best 
time of year for local restaurants to 
begin with, but as with everything, 
the pandemic was making things 
worse. Thankfully, a number of 
state and federal grants began 
making their way into our food 
service communities. Restaurants 
would likely continue to struggle, 
but maybe now they could survive.

As Town Meeting Day 
approached, Starksboro residents 
were not only discussing the 
important issues of the day but 
also saying goodbye to a longtime 
public servant. Town Clerk Cheryl 
Estey was retiring after serving the 
community for nearly 40 years. 
When Estey started working for 
Starksboro in 1983, smoking was 
still allowed in the town offi ce, she 
recalled.

More good news on the 
economic front came out of 
Montpelier later in the month. As 
school districts began holding their 
annual meetings and explaining 
their forthcoming spending plans, 
state offi cials announced that the 
Vermont Education Fund turned 
out to be healthier than anticipated, 
the result of additional federal 
funding and higher than expected 
sales tax revenues .

The new numbers meant that 
some school districts would need 
to quickly revise the information 
they shared with voters, but it was 
good news nonetheless.

The COVID-19 pandemic made 
annual Town Meeting Day more 
complicated than usual — and for 
the fi rst time in Vermont history 
“you’re muted” found its way into 
the lexicon of annual informational 
meetings, many of which were 
conducted via Zoom. But the 
forces of democracy won out as 
local residents voted by mail or in 
person to approve town and school 
budgets (all of them), elect local 
offi cials and decide various ballot 
measures.

A special item appeared on the 
ballots of six Addison Central 
School District towns: Should the 
district allow Ripton to withdraw? 
All six towns answered yes, and 
Ripton’s plan advanced to the 
State Board of Education for 
consideration.

Also on Town Meeting Day, four 
area communities — Middlebury, 
Salisbury, Vergennes and Brandon 
— voted to “opt in” to the possibility 
of retail sales of recreational 
cannabis, which had been made 
possible by the state legislature 
the previous October. The reality 
of retail recreational cannabis was 
still a ways off, however — with 
the fi rst non-medical-dispensary 
licenses slated for 2022.

With COVID still making 
inroads into our communities and 
threatening the more vulnerable 
among us, Addison County Home 
Health and Hospice took to the 
road, traveling around the county 

administering COVID vaccines to 
homebound folks and other at-risk 
populations.

At the same time, Helen Porter 
Rehabilitation & Nursing and 
the Patricia A. Hannaford Career 
Center were collaborating to 
offer aspiring Licensed Nursing 
Assistants (LNAs) free tuition and 
a paycheck during the period of 

their studies. Porter noted that it 
could use at least eight additional 
LNAs, and a healthcare workforce 
report indicated that LNA licenses 
and applications in Vermont had 
declined signifi cantly in recent 
years.

Up in Lincoln, a spectacular part 
of the Vermont landscape was made 
available to the whole community 

when Will Jackson donated 130 
acres to the town. Stewardship of 
the land was to be taken over by the 
Middlebury Area Land Trust. 

On March 13, Vermont passed 
a grim milestone: one year since 
Gov. Phil Scott had declared a state 
of emergency to slow the spread, or 
“fl atten the curve,” of COVID-19.

More than 18,000 Addison 
County residents — almost half 
the population — were tested 
for COVID-19 in the fi rst year 
of the pandemic. The county 
recorded 867 confi rmed cases of 
the disease, many of them in the 
larger communities of Middlebury, 
Vergennes, Ferrisburgh and Bristol. 
Sadly, the county also recorded 10 
deaths associated with the disease.

At the one-year mark, people in 
their 20s had contracted the disease 
at higher rates than any other age 
group. 

More hopeful: By mid-March 
2021, 26% of county residents 
had received at least one dose of a 
COVID-19 vaccine.

In their continuing effort to 
address looming fi scal issues, the 
Addison Northwest School District 
board gave a thumbs-up to the idea 
of forming a study committee to 
evaluate a future merger with the 
Mount Abraham Unifi ed School 
District, which had formally 
pitched the idea in January.

Out in the woods, sugarmakers 
were somewhat surprised by a late 
start to the 2021 season, brought on 
by an extended — or what in the old 
days might have been regarded as 
a “normal” or “proper” — winter. 
Sugaring otherwise turned out to 
be fairly unremarkable this year, 
especially when compared with 
2020, when Vermont produced 
2.22 million gallons of syrup — 
more than half of all U.S. output.

As March came to an end,  several 
local high school sports teams took 
part in end-of-season playoffs, and 
one of them came home with a big 
prize. The Middlebury Union High 
School girls’ hockey team defeated 
South Burlington, 2-1, to win the 
Division II state title.

Looking ahead to spring, state 
offi cials gave the go-ahead for 
high school sports practices 
and competitions, starting in 
April. Masking would continue 
to be required for everyone at 
competitions (except for long-
distance runners and athletes 
engaged in similar activities), and 
competition would in most cases be 
limited to schools within Vermont.

April saw a steady rise in 
COVID vaccination rates, to the 
extent that local businesses and 
institutions were considering a 
return to “normal” activities. For 
example, Middlebury College 
announced it would bring back 
graduating seniors and family 

1930
Since

Producing, processing and distributing milk 
and dairy products to Addison County and 

beyond. Started by Richard and Marjory 
James. In the same family, under the same 

name for 4 generations.

1945
Originally established as Bakery Lane

11 hi to  t.  Midd. • 0

Middlebury Bagel & Deli since 1979
with Jim Rubright and Family

1949
Since

38 Main St., Middlebury
802-388-2061

www.vermontbookshop.com

1964
Since

Braces & Invisalign for all ages
388-2222

170 Middle Rd. North • Middlebury

NATIONAL GUARDSWOMAN MARIANNE Powell prepared doses of the Johnson and Johnson 
vaccine Tuesday morning at a special clinic for Vermont educators. Health offi cials brought enough 
vaccine to inoculate 400 Addison Central School District educators. 

Independent fi le photo/Megan James

SOME WARM AND fuzzy lambs at Rolling Bale Farm in Shoreham 
show off their personality for a visitor this past Friday. The farm 
isn’t open to the general public, but Emitt Haigh, son of the farm 
owners, was allowed to cuddle a days-old lamb he called “Panda.”

Independent photos/Steve James

ON TUESDAY A couple dozen neighbors came to the site of the tornado off Painter Road and helped 
homeowners clean up their property and recover what could be salvaged.

Independent fi le photo/Megan James
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1970
Since

453 Exchange St. • Middlebury • 388-4967
champlainvalleyequipment.com

81 Water St • Middlebury, VT 05753 
mjccvt.org • 802-388-2853

Since

1970
Providing learning environments 

where the talents and potential of all 
children are respected and nourished.

Providing learning environments 

1970
Since

25 West Street, Bristol • 802-453-3818
www.larosesurveys.com

Celebrating 51 Years
in Addison County!

Celebrating 51 Years

1971
Since

Goshen, VT
blueberryhillinn.com

74 Main St. • Middlebury • 388-1357
froghollowbikes.com

1972
Your Bike Shop Since

Incorporated in

1969
93 ourt Street • Middlebury

ddi o ou ty.com

Serving the Community
for Over 50 Years

802-388-7259 • www.achhh.org

1968
Since

Your nonprofit VNA

1968
Since

1293 Rt. 7 So. • Middlebury, Vt.
www.breadloaf.com

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

Since

1967
499 Main St., Orwell

(802) 948-2112
buxtonstore2016@gmail.com

Since

1970
10 Merchants Row • Middlebury 

802.388.3032 • CCV.edu

Vermont’s Most A�ordable College

1970
Since

802-758-2289
huestisfarmsupply.com
3877 Crown Point Rd., 

Bridport, VT

Huestis Farm Supply

1972
Since

1622 Quarry Rd., Middlebury
(802) 388-7297

1972

Growing and
Learning

with Addison 
County

1972
Established

453-2500 • BristolElectronicsVT.com

Established

Since

1965
802-877-3562

34 North Street, Vergennes 
VergennesResidential.com

Caring for seniors

members for May commencement 
exercises, with the proviso that 
attendees observe safety protocols 
— including masking and social 
distancing. The college had been 
operating virtually, and it was 
fi nally on a path to more in-person 
activities.

The coronavirus vaccination 
push was in full force in April. 
The Vermont Department of 
Health made the Pfi zer, Moderna 
and Johnson & Johnson vaccines 
available to the oldest and most 
vulnerable Vermonters fi rst, then 
brought in more age groups, in 
descending order. Addison County 
Home Health & Hospice and the 
Open Door Clinic brought the 
vaccine to homebound seniors, 
farm workers and others who 
couldn’t travel to clinics.

Area summer camps — including 
Keewaydin, Songadeewin and 
Counterpoint — announced they 
would reopen to children after a 
one-year COVID hiatus. Camp 
directors set up stringent safety 
protocols, including masking, 
regular testing and grouping 
campers in “pods” to reduce the 
chances for widespread contagion.

While COVID had put the clamps 
on a lot of business activities, the 
pandemic was fueling the local 
(and indeed regional) real estate 
markets. Area Realtors reported 
homes selling for well above asking 
prices as urban families sought a 
pied-a-terre in the beautiful, rural 

(See May, Page 11A)

(April from Page 9A) Green Mountain State. Home 
prices were rising, inventory was 
scarce and buyers were scrambling 
to fi nd what they wanted.

While COVID-19 led to a lot of 
suffering, it also brought out the 
best in many people — including 
a “guardian angel” who made 
a $350,000 donation to help 
Middlebury-area businesses 
that had taken a hit during the 
pandemic. The donor — who 
requested anonymity — gave a 
total of $650,000 to help those 
in need. A new nonprofi t called 
“Table 21” was created to funnel 
the money to grantees.

One of the benefi ciaries was 
Middlebury’s “Kick Start” 
program, which raised $110,000 
to help a handful of entrepreneurs 
launch businesses in some of the 
downtown’s vacant storefronts. 
Among the Kick Start winners: 
The Middlebury Studio School, 
which had been seeking to regain 
a downtown foothold after having 
left the Frog Hollow area a dozen 
years prior.

New and old businesses found 
a common problem: A major 
shortage of available workers. 
Restaurants in particular found few 
takers for job openings — in spite 
of promised wage increases. This 
forced some businesses to delay 
reopening for in-person activities, 
or to open at reduced hours. It 
was clear that some folks were 
reluctant to return to the workforce 
because COVID subsidies were 

equal to — or more than — the 
prevailing wage scale for many 
blue-collar jobs. But that wasn’t 
the only reason for job vacancies. 
Also, some young parents stayed 
at home with their kids to avoid 
either the cost or the health risks 
of daycare, or while others simply 
couldn’t fi nd available daycare for 
their young kids.

The federal government in April 
announced some fi nancial help 
for communities ravaged by the 
impacts of COVID-19. Middlebury 
learned it would receive $2.57 
million in American Rescue Plan 
Act money, with another $3.14 
million earmarked for its schools. 
The fi ve Bristol-area towns — and 
the school district that serves 
them — learned they would share 
in roughly $7.5 million in federal 
COVID relief funds.

Faced with declining enrollment 
and rising education expenses, the 
Addison Northwest and Mount 
Abraham Unifi ed School Districts 
in April formally began exploring 
a possible merger. Organizers set a 
tentative goal of bringing a merger 
question to Bristol- and Vergennes-
area voters by March of 2022.

It was a big month for Vermont 
Coffee Co. founder and CEO Paul 
Ralston. He announced the sale of 
the company to Maine specialty 
food producer Stonewall Kitchen. 
The deal would keep Vermont 
Coffee in Middlebury and poised 
for more growth.

Sadly, the nonprofi t End of Life 
Services organization announced 
in April that it would close its 
doors. Daphne Diego, president 
of the EOLS board, explained 

the imminent departure of senior 
staffers, dwindling resources and 
social distancing protocols — 
essential in preventing the spread 
of COVID, but which run counter 
to the in-person support so critical 
to hospice care — conspired to end 
EOLS’s run.

April saw the farewell tour of 
longtime Middlebury Union High 
School music teacher Anne Severy, 
who elected to retire after a 40-year 
career inspiring students to march 
to their own tunes.

1971
Since

1971
Since

Route 7 South, Middlebury
388-6297

1971
Since

Route 7 South, Middlebury
388-6297

1974
1307 N Bingham St, Cornwall, VT 

SunriseOrchards.com

family owned since

May
Bristol in May got some 

welcome news on the housing and 
economic development front. After 
a nearly 20-year wait, Stoney Hill 
Properties, a partnership between 
local entrepreneur Kevin Harper 
and renewable energy entrepreneur 
David Blittersdorf, announced 
plans to break ground on a 9.6-acre 
business park on land just outside 
of Bristol village. At the same time, 
Bristol offi cials were reviewing 
plans for the Firehouse Apartments 
project, a 20-unit residential 
development (including so-called 
workforce housing) that would 
be located beside the Bristol Fire 
Station.

Speaking of housing, a June 
groundbreaking was announced for 
a $19 million downtown Vergennes 
eldercare project. Vergennes Grand 
Senior Living would result in a 
major expansion and renovation 
of Vergennes Residential Care on 

PRE-KINDERGARTEN AGE children practice the ball-handling and defending skills they have learned in the Addison United children’s 
soccer program in Middlebury during a workout on the fi eld behind the old St. Mary’s School this past Thursday. 

Independent fi le photo/Steve James

ORLINNE MACENO OBSERVES the chalk mural that she and 
other members of the Middlebury Union High School Art Club 
installed on Thursday at the Bristol Works complex.

File photo by Joe Schine

ADDISON COUNTY RIVER Watch Collaborative volunteer Marie 
Theberge takes a water sample at a site in the Barnes Brook 
watershed just off Buttolph Drive in Middlebury on May 4. The 
citizen science group opened its water sampling season this year 
by experimenting with various low-cost testing tools.

Independent fi le photo/William Haig
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1980
vtadultlearning.org

Providing adult education
in Addison County

since

Serving all survivors 
since

24/7 Hotline: 1(800)388-4205
@womensafe_vt

1980

1976
middlebury.coop • 802-388-7276
9 Washington St. • Middlebury, VT

Your locally grown, community-owned
grocery store since

1976
Since

1330 Exchange St., Suite 102
Midd  • 388-6 6

Local Eye Surgery at Porter Hospital

1980
Since

802-388-8999
John and Jim Fitzgerald

Telecommunications Sales & Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics

33 Seymour St • Middlebury • 388-7620

Since

1982
Your Under the Car Specialists.

Since

1981
Shoreham, VT • GoldenRussetFarm.com

Addison County’s premier growers of 
organic vegetables, bedding plants & �owers

Pauline, Judy & Will Stevens

1983
Since

163 Revell Road, Lincoln, Vermont
1-800-477-4384 • (802) 453-4384

www.lagvt.com

1983
Since

163 Revell Road, Lincoln, Vermont
1-800-477-4384 • (802) 453-4384

www.lagvt.com

1983
Since

163 Revell Road, Lincoln, Vermont 
1-800-477-4384• (802) 453-4384

www.lagvt.com

1974
Since

FIRE & ICE
R E S T A U R A N T

One block off Rte. 7 in
Historic Middlebury • 802-388-7166

RESTAURANT
F I R E  &  I C E

Middlebury, VT

1978
Since

1330 Exchange St., Suite 107, Midd.
802-388-3553 

middleburydentalvt.com

Always accepting new patients

1982
Since

Seymour St., Midd. • 802-388-7000

“We care” for your
land and animals.

(May from Page 10A)

(See June, Page 12A)

1979
Since

1297 Exchange St., Middlebury
388-0627

Locally cra�ed gi�s for all ages.

1982
Since

11 Washington St., Midd • 388-3164

A Middlebury Family Restaurant
Pizza • Pasta • Subs • Soups

Salads • Calzones

1982
Since

1458 Rt. 7 S, Middlebury 
388.3572  @VTFieldSports

www.vtfieldsports.com

June

the city green, transforming the 
existing 18-bed, 1820 property at 
34 North St. into an interconnected 
53-room, four-building care home 
capable of accommodating up to 
82 seniors. 

May saw Ripton leaders gear up 
for an important meeting with the 
Vermont State Board of Education. 
At stake: The town’s effort to 
withdraw from the Addison Central 
School District, a route Ripton 
decided to take in order to safeguard 
its tiny elementary school. Ripton 
voters — and a majority of those 
casting ballots in the six other 
ACSD towns — had already 
approved Ripton’s exit. Now it 
would be up to the state board to 
decide whether Ripton should be 
granted independence, setting up 
a scenario whereby Ripton would 
continue to educate its kindergarten 
to fi fth-grade students at its local 
elementary school, and tuition its 
older students to area middle and 
high schools.

Ripton’s independence effort 
began to hit home in May with the 
scheduling of elections for a new 
town school board. The town’s 
public education interests have, 
since 2016, been represented by 
one voice on the 13-member ACSD 
board. Three residents — Molly 
Witters, Steve Cash and Joanna 
Doria — would step forward to run 
unopposed on June 30 for the new 
Ripton board.

Also in Ripton, U.S. Sen. Patrick 
Leahy, a Vermont Democrat, took 
a walk along the newly refurbished 
Robert Frost Interpretative Trail 
in Ripton. Leahy — who is the 
longest-serving member of the 
U.S. Senate — was instrumental in 
fi nding $650,000 in federal support 
for a three-year reconstruction of 
the popular trail.

The Turning Point Center of 
Addison County in April confi rmed 
interest in the long-term use of the 
former St. Mary’s School building 
at 86 Shannon St. in Middlebury as 
a center for people recovering from 
substance use disorder and other 
addictions. The St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church parish has taken an interest 
in the Turning Point proposal, 
which could see the former school 
used for peer coaching, yoga, 
meetings, family support, childcare 
and perhaps “sober living” housing 
for those leaving residential 
treatment facilities and who need a 
drug-free place to stay for several 
months.

April saw more baby steps to 
normalcy amid COVID-19 with 
the announcement the Middlebury 
New Filmmakers Festival would 
return to an in-person, fi ve-day 
event in August. Conditions 
included face coverings and 
mandatory proof of vaccination for 
anyone attending a fi lm screening 
or panel discussion. Area public 
libraries also confi rmed plans to 
open their doors to limited in-person 
browsing. Local high schools 
agreed to give their respective 
seniors in-person commencement 
ceremonies and proms (with proper 
safety protocols). 

Two years after announcing its 
Energy2028 strategy, Middlebury 
College in May announced 
signifi cant progress toward reaching 
the plan’s ambitious sustainability 
goals, which include transitioning 
to 100% renewable energy sources 
at its core campus, cutting energy 
consumption by 25%, divesting 
the college’s endowment of fossil 
fuel investments, and integrating 
Energy2028 within the college’s 
educational mission.

The Middlebury area’s limited 
daycare options for young kids 
dwindled in May, with the 
announcement that owners of 
Sunshine Children’s Center were 
selling their Victorian headquarters 
at 13 Washington St. Sunshine was 
licensed for 24 slots for kids ages 
3 to 5. Sunshine owner Deedee 
Fleming said she and one of her 
current employees transitioned to 
a new, 12-slot service created in 
Fleming’s home off Jersey Street 
South in the town of Addison. 

It was the end of a culinary era in 
Bristol. After a 38-year run, Mary’s 
at Baldwin Creek — a very popular 
restaurant-inn at the intersection of 
Routes 116 and 17, served its last 
meal. Mary’s was once located on 
Bristol’s Main Street. Its owners, 
Linda Harmon and Doug Mack, 

put the property up for sale and 
transitioned into a well-earned 
retirement.  

The Mount Abraham Union 
High School Community Council 
received a request that each school 
day or week begin with the playing 
of “The Star-Spangled Banner.” 
The proposal came from Al Zaccor, 
a U.S. Government teacher at the 
Bristol school, and 13 other faculty 
members.

June was a month during which 
Gov. Phil Scott lifted all state 
restrictions previously imposed to 
fi ght COVID-19. Vermont had been 
under a State of Emergency since 
March 13, 2020, a situation that 
limited business and individuals’ 
activities in order to curb the 
spread of the virus. But Scott 
lifted the restrictions after Vermont 
became the fi rst state to vaccinate 
more than 80% of eligible residents 
— making it the global leader in 
COVID-19 vaccinations.

Still, June brought an additional 
level of anxiety for the state’s 
homeless population, who 
were facing forced departures 
from hotels and motels that 
had been housing them through 
the pandemic, at state expense. 
Among them were an estimated 60 
homeless hotel-motel guests in the 
Middlebury area who looked on 
with trepidation as state offi cials 
devised new eligibility criteria for 
people seeking an extension of 
their pandemic-related hotel-motel 
subsidies.

Addison County native and 
award-winning musician/composer 
Anais Mitchell delivered the 
commencement address at the 
219th graduation ceremony at 
Middlebury College — albeit 
in a more subdued fashion than 
usual, due to COVID-19. The 
481 members of the Class of 
2021 and their guests assembled 
at six separate outdoor venues 

to comply with pandemic health 
and safety regulations, each with 
a stage and a large video screen. 
Attendance was strictly limited, 
preceded by rigorous testing. Even 
faculty weren’t allowed to attend in 
person. At an event that was hard to 
imagine just a few months earlier  
— and one that required careful 
planning without the benefi t of 
a rehearsal — joyful bursts of 
applause and cheering could be 
heard all over campus.

Danielle Morse, 22, of Whiting 
was enjoying her fi rst weeks as 
Miss Vermont 2021. She earned 

the title just days after earning her 
bachelor’s degree from Castleton 
University’s nursing program. 
Morse readied herself for a busy 
year that would include working as 
a surgical nurse at Porter Medical 
Center and traveling around the 
state raising money for University 
of Vermont Children’s Hospital, 
inspiring young women as the 
ambassador for the Miss Vermont 
Scholarship Program, and posing 
for photographs at civic functions 
and other special events. And of 
course also representing Vermont 
in the Miss America Pageant.

ONE OF MORE than 1,800 patrons at the Viva El Sabor Fiesta at the Marble Works complex in 
Middlebury on Saturday evening enjoyed authentic Central American cuisine created by a collective of 
women from that region. 

Independent fi le photo/William Haig

ONE-HUNDRED-NINE-YEAR-OLD Bill James at his Bristol 
home shows off a family photo taken when he was 17. James will 
celebrate his 110th birthday on Monday.

Independent fi le photo/John Vaaler

ETHAN GOLDSMITH PULLS an “outhouse” and Emma Crum pushes during a heat of the Great Bristol 
Outhouse Race on Elm Street on July 4. Avery Eason, 10, of Bristol is the required rider in this heat, but 
she was replaced by Emma’s sister Charlotte in the fi nal, which Team Crum (and Goldsmith) won vs. a 
team led by two-time champion Cam Perta.

Independent fi le photo/William Haig

Bristol. After a 38-year run, Mary’s 
at Baldwin Creek — a very popular 
restaurant-inn at the intersection of 
Routes 116 and 17, served its last 
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1987
Since

42 Main St., Middlebury • 388-3353

Nancie Dunn, Proprietor
Featuring Nancie Dunn Cards 

and Bruce Baker’s Jewelry35 Yrs!

Nancie Dunn, Proprietor
Featuring Nancie Dunn Cards 

1986
Since

ottercreekbakery.com

64 Main St, Middlebury • 802-388-7711

Since

1986

Experience 
the diversity 

and creativity 
that Vermont 

producers have 
to o�er.

Experience 
the diversity 

and creativity 
that Vermont 

producers have 

vermontsuntriathlonseries.com

Since

1986

1985
Since

Middlebury & Vergennes
388-6888 • vermontsun.com

Training & Inspiring the 
people of Addison County to 

acheive their �tness goals

1987
Since

(802) 388-3533
231 Court St., Middlebury 
AddisonWellnessPT.com

1985
Born in

257 Main St., Vergennes
(802) 877-3372

o�ce@orlaw-vt.com

OUIMETTE & RUNCIE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

James H. Ouimette
James W. Runcie

Jeremiah J. Ouimette

1987
Est.

Serving Vermont 
and Eastern New York 
McKernonGroup.com

86 Main Street, Vergennes
1987

Practicing real estate
in Addison County since

1989
272 Main St., Vergennes, VT  05491

802-877-2626

Providing safe,
affordable housing

since

1988
We’ve Got You Covered!

16 Creek Road, Middlebury • 802-388-6054
www.countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

SinceSince

1989
Since

SERVICE • INSTALLATION • REPAIRS
John D. Fuller, Master Plumber

Case St., Middlebury • 388-2019

Since

1989
John D. Fuller, Master Plumber

Case St • Middlebury • 802-388-2019

SERVICE • INSTALLATION • REPAIRS

(See July, Page 13A)

(June from Page 11A)

1988
Since

4373 Vt. Route 17 West, Addison
802-759-2562

Serving all your farming needs.

REED’S
EQUIPMENT

Information on waste reduction,
reuse, recycling, composting, solid

& hazardous waste disposal.

1989
802-388-2333

Route 7 South, Midd., VT 05753
www.AddisonCountyRecycles.org

Since

July

Those meandering through 
forests in Addison County and 
beyond saw ample evidence 
of an unwelcome visitor: The 
gypsy moth, otherwise known 
as Lymantria dispar dispar. The 
pesky insects munched on leaves 
of a variety of trees, making some 
sections of wooded areas look like 
it was late autumn. Experts said the 
trees would recover, but it was an 
unusual and unsavory look for the 
usually lush forests.

The Middlebury Area Land Trust 
received a $100,000 donation from 
a local couple that would ensure 
perpetual maintenance of the 
nonprofi t’s popular Trail Around 
Middlebury.

June saw the birth of a women-led 
collective dedicated to introducing 
the food and culture of Mexico 
and Central America to Vermont, 
and promoting community and 
economic justice for its members. 
The collective, Viva El Sabor, was 
launched by 14 Central American 
women — many of them the trailing 
spouses of migrant farmworkers 
now living in Addison County. 
The collective’s coming out party 
occurred at Middlebury’s Marble 
Works on June 26. People waited 
in long lines for a taste of their 
authentic cuisine.

It was an important month 
for transitions. For 40 years, 
Ferrisburgh Central School 
Administrative Assistant Loretta 
Lawrence had greeted students 
upon their arrival each academic 
day. At age 70, she chose to retire 
after providing care, comfort and 
peace of mind to three generations 
of students and their families.

Fran Bearor closed out 50 years 
of hard work at Agway Farm 
& Garden store in Middlebury, 
where she’d served as bookkeeper, 
manager and jack-of-all-trades. 
She’d always had a mind for math, 
a yen for the business world, and a 
desire to be with other people, and 
found her niche at Agway.

Middlebury Police Department 
Sgt. Mike Christopher turned in his 
badge following a 35-year career 
that made him the longest-serving 
offi cer in the department’s history. 
Christopher planned to spend more 
time with family, including a young 
grandson. A motorcycle enthusiast 
and World War II buff, he looked 
forward to traveling to Europe to 
see battlefi elds and museums.

Cindy Atkins was ready to “slow 
her roll” after 34 years as a science 
educator at Middlebury Union 
High School and as one of the 
most successful basketball coaches 
in the school’s history. While she 
stepped down as chemistry teacher, 
she kept a foot in the door at MUHS 
to serve as a part-time International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Program 
coordinator for grades 11 and 12. 

The Independent’s top headlines 
on July 1 were full of good news. 

Bristol’s Bill James turned 
110 with a big gift. Sure, he got 
presents, but more notably the 

former longtime Bristol Rescue 
Squad volunteer gave a gift by 
donating $25,000 to the nonprofi t. 
The rescue squad planned to use it 
to help fund a new training room 
and make other improvements to 
its HQ. 

Someone more than 90 years 
younger than James also made our 
front page. Iranian emigré Nima 
Mehregan, who had just graduated 
from Vergennes Union High School 
and Hannaford Career Center, won 
the high school division of the 
Skills USA Culinary Competition, 
and with it a major scholarship to 
the Culinary Institute of America. 
He became the fi rst Vermonter to 
take fi rst place in the prestigious 
national event.

More than 1,800 local residents 
gathered in Middlebury’s Marble 

Works complex to sample the 
Central American cuisine of about 
two-dozen female Latinx chefs, 
most of them family members of 
local migrant workers. Many locals 
happily waited in line an hour or 
more for authentic meals at the 
Viva El Sabor Fiesta. The group 
planned more culinary offerings in 
the coming months.

Looking back, those early 
summer days seem so carefree 
now. The fi rst case of COVID-
19’s delta variant had just hit 
American shores, and omicron 
was unknown outside of those 
who teach and study ancient Greek 
or do crossword puzzles. People 
enjoyed fi reworks and maskless 
barbecues and other gatherings 
around Independence Day. 

Sure, the big Bristol 4th of 

July parade was called off, but at 
least a few folks kept the Great 
Bristol Outhouse Race going. 
The team of Ethan Goldsmith and 
sisters Charlotte and Emma Crum 
surprised a squad led by two-time 
champion Cam Perta to win the 
title. Their secret? Probably that 
Emma Crum was a state champion 
runner at 3,000 meters. Perta 
vowed to be back next year to 
regain his crown.

The struggle by small towns to 
preserve their community schools 
kept percolating. Addison, with 
support from its selectboard, held 
a vote on July 13 on whether the 
town should withdraw from the 
Addison Northwest District. 

Possibly because withdrawal 
would be complicated by the fact 
the district, not the town, owns 
the town’s elementary school, and 
the commute to Vergennes is more 
reasonable than for some other 
rural communities, the measure 
failed, 122-106. Almost inevitably 
with such a close result, a petition 
for a revote was eventually fi led. 

Lincoln in July scheduled its own 
vote on whether to withdraw from 
the Mount Abe district, picking 
Aug. 24 as the date. Starksboro 
began to talk about doing the same.

And Ripton, which had so far 
cleared all its hurdles to become 
independent from the Addison 
Central School District, elected its 
own school board. That panel began 
seeking a district to help provide 
its school with administrative and 
special education services. They 
may not have anticipated how 
challenging that task would be.

Meanwhile, the joint committee 
charged with studying whether and 
how the Mount Abe Unifi ed School 
District and ANWSD districts 
should merge began its work in 
earnest in July. 

Middlebury’s “Kick Start” 
program, coordinated by the 
Better Middlebury Partnership 

A VANGUARD OF runners glide along a mowed trail near the Blueberry Hill Outdoor Center on 
Saturday during the 5K Goshen Gallop trail race, which drew around 150 runners.

Photo by Josh Hummel

NICE WEATHER AND huge crowds greeted the return of the Festival on the Green to Middlebury 
this week after it missed a year due to the coronavirus pandemic. On Monday, Kenyan musical artist 
KeruBo and her band wowed the crowd with a fun mix of Afro-jazz, blues, gospel and traditional African 
music. 

Independent fi le photo/Steve James

BILL BOWERS CONDUCTS the Bristol Band on a lovely Wednesday evening. This summer marks 
the 150th year the band has played on the town green.

Photo by Sandy Rooney

1986
Since

105 Griswold Lane, Orwell, VT 
802.948.2277

stonewoodfarm.com

Family owned & operated
Raising fresh Vermont turkeys
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Contact Fred Kenney • 802.388.7953
fkenney@addisoncountyedc.org

www.addisoncountyedc.org

1991
Since

Launch… Grow… Thrive
Your Partner in Business Success 

1993
Since

starkmountain.com
(802) 257-6704

1991
Since

advancedhearingofvermont.com 
802-223-2345

Bernie18383@gmail.com
We Care.

1997
Since

SHEAR     CUTS
FOCUS SALON

www.shearcutsvt.com

Vergennes, VT 

802-877-2446

1995
Founded

101 Court St., Middlebury, VT
802-349-8646

Experience the Di�erence 
OUR Experience Makes

1993
Since

69 Industrial Ave • Midd
388-0108 

beautiesltd.com

1992
Since

802-388-1431
www.newtonerac.com

1992
Since

296 Buttolph Dr, Middlebury,  
(802) 388-1238

memorialsportscenter.org

Since

Since

1989
 “Your ‘Middle of Nowhere”

is our ‘Center of the Universe’.”

5944 VT RTE 17W,Addison, VT 05491
Open 6AM-8PM Mon-Sat, 6AM-7PM Sunday 

(802) 759-2071 • www.wagsvt.com

1994
Since

802-388-4944
brandonreporter.com

The Reporter
Covering

Brandon, Pittsford, Proctor, 
West Rutland, Lake Dunmore, Leicester, 

Whiting, Sudbury, Goshen

1990
Since

Rt. 125, East Middlebury
Behind Goodro Lumber

802-388-2903

1992
Since

Mark Raymond
Middlebury, VT 802-388-0742

(See August, Page 14A)

(July from Page 12A) 1995
Since

388-7145 •  198 Court St. Midd.

MIDDLEBURY’S VARIETY STORE

1997
Since

cyclewisevt.com

1997
Since

219 Main St., Vergennes
802-877-3359

www.stoneblockartandantiques.com

Always Buying Always Selling

�����������
��������

1997
Since

Get Midd Fit!

middleburyfitness.com
175 Wilson Rd.  •  Midd  •  388-3744

August

and backed by cash from the town 
and several donors, announced the 
six winners of seed money and 
technical support for businesses 
looking to fi ll downtown vacancies. 
They included an expansion of the 
Middlebury Studio School and a 
rebirth of former downtown soda 
fountain Calvi’s. Also winning 
grants were efforts to enable the 
Bristol store Your Home to open 
a Middlebury store, to start an 
art supply store, to open a rock 
climbing and fi tness gym, and to 
move the Addison West store into a 
more permanent space. By the end 
of the year the new ventures had 
made varying amounts of progress.

The end of July brought the end 
of our brief respite from COVID 
anxiety. The lead from our top story 
in the last edition of the month:

“State and local health offi cials 
urged unvaccinated Vermonters 
to consider the emergence of the 
delta variant of the coronavirus 
as a wake-up call to fi nally get a 
COVID-19 vaccination. Delta is 
a highly contagious SARS-CoV-2 
virus strain, fi rst identifi ed in India 
back in December.”

July also saw one county 
romance surpass an amazing 
milestone. Thelma and Dick 
Buxton of Orwell returned to the 
altar at St. Paul’s Church for a 
blessing of their marriage, which 
began there 75 years earlier.

Despite concerns about the 
more contagious delta variant of 

COVID-19, plans were announced 
in early August for Vermont 
schools to go back to fulltime, 
in-person learning, with masking 
strongly recommended. By the end 
of the month, local districts had 
their strategies in place.

August was festival time in 
the shire town. The Festival on 
the Green returned after a year’s 
hiatus with a slightly reduced slate 
of shows. The event proved to be 
popular, as was the Middlebury 
New Filmmakers Festival, which 
honored actor Karen Allen, a star 

in such fi lms as “Raiders of the 
Lost Ark” and “Animal House.” 
The fi lm fest also returned to live 
screenings.

Addison County Fair and Field 
Days also was back and as popular 
as ever, although some wondered 
whether its board should have 
insisted on masks. Regardless, it 
was well-attended, and it didn’t 
even rain much.

Middlebury College said it 
was working on plans for a new 
dormitory. It fi led papers with 
the town describing a four-story 

building with a 20,000-square-foot 
footprint slated for the northern 
end of  “Battell Beach,” a 12-acre 
lawn bordered to the south by 
Forest Hall. Once the new dorm 
is built (construction could begin 
this year), the college will tear 
down the 66-year-old Battell Hall 
dormitory to make way for a new 
art museum.

The pandemic had prompted the 
Vermont Brew professional arena 
football team to put on hold its plans 
to play games at the Middlebury’s 
Memorial Sports Center. In August, 
team reps said they still wanted to 
play here and would begin doing so 
as soon as the ice was melted at the 
sports center in March 2022.

Restaurants continued to be 
short-staffed, a problem that 
worsened as the month wore on 
and some of their younger summer 
workers headed back to college. 
Eateries chose different tactics to 
deal with the issues: opening fewer 
days, operating shorter hours or 
cutting back on menus. 3Squares 
Café in Vergennes tried a different 
angle: It rolled out its catering truck 
and served lunches to folks on the 
Vergennes City Green rather than 
trying to open and staff its brick-
and-mortar base down the street.

On the sports scene, the 
Vergennes Champs earned the 
team’s second-ever undefeated 
Champlain Valley Swim League 
season and claimed the Vermont 
championship, winning 19 events 
in the title meet in White River 
Junction. The Middlebury Marlins 
swim team also won the Division 
IV title.

AFTER A ONE-YEAR COVID hiatus, Addison County Fair and Field Days came roaring back this week with lots of animals, farm implements, 
fried food, fun rides and, of course, good friends and neighbors. Shown here is Karissa Livingston, 17, of Rail View Farm in New Haven, 
leading her red-and-white Holstein, Tipperary, out of the ring after winning a fi rst for summer yearlings.

Independent fi le photo/Steve James

WORKMEN REMOVE PART of the steeple of the historic Union Meeting Hall in Ferrisburgh on Friday 
to restore some of the woodwork of the 181-year-old building. The restoration work is expected to be 
completed by Sept. 1.

Independent fi le photo/Steve James

FOURTEEN-YEAR-OLD KASSIDY BROWN races her horse, Jet, through a pattern called the 
“Cloverleaf Barrels” in the gymkhana competition at Addison County Fair and Field Days this week.

Photo by Adam Mahady
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2000
Since

1197 Exchange St., Middlebury
VermontCo� eeCompany.com

Big, Bold Co� ee!

2000
Since

Marble Works Studio 2006
Marble Works • Middlebury

388-1961 • www.ottercreekyoga.com

blueledgefarm.com

2000
Since

1998
Since

Cider. Fruit. Provisions.

champlainorchards.com

1999
Great futures

starting here since

20 Armory Lane, Vergennes VT 05491
www.bgcvergennes.org  •  (802) 870-7199

1998
Since

1998
Since

61 Main Street, Middlebury
388-6788

1998
Since

61 Main Street, Middlebury
388-6788

1998
Since

rid r , VT • 7 8-383
r d , VT • 2 7- 00

PROPANE & SERVICE

2002
Since

Plumbing & Heating
125 Monkton Road

Bristol, VT
802-453-2325

cvplumbingheating.com

Fuel Delivery
185 Exchange Street

Middlebury, VT
802-388-4975

champlainvalleyfuels.com

20022002
Celebrating our 20th year in 2022

11 Center Street, Brandon, VT
(802) 247-9997

2004
Casual food, Sunday Brunch, 

Cooking Classes

2000
Since

44 North Pleasant Street
Middlebury, VT  •  388-2067

RANDY’S
MIDDLEBURY

SERVICE CENTER LLC
Service you can trust!

2000
Since

2000
Since

In Middlebury for decades
and locally owned

Looking forward to seeing
you in the New Year!

2000
Since

Looking forward to seeing
you in the New Year!

In Middlebury for decades
and locally owned

2000
MIDDLEBURY AGWAY

338 Exchange Street, Middlebury

In Middlebury for decades 
and locally owned since

Looking forward to seeing 
you in the New Year!

MIDDLEBURY
AGWAY

338 Exchange Street, Middlebury
388-4937 • middleburyagway.com

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY

338 Exchange Street, Middlebury 
802-388-4937 • middleburyagway.com

2000
Since

In Middlebury for decades
and locally owned

Looking forward to seeing
you in the New Year!

2000
Since

Looking forward to seeing
you in the New Year!

In Middlebury for decades
and locally owned

2000
MIDDLEBURY AGWAY

338 Exchange Street, Middlebury

In Middlebury for decades 
and locally owned since

Looking forward to seeing 
you in the New Year!

MIDDLEBURY
AGWAY

338 Exchange Street, Middlebury
388-4937 • middleburyagway.com

802-877-9991
253 Main St., Vergennes

802-877-9991

Since

Black Sheep
Bistro

2001

(August from Page 13A)

(See October, Page 15A)

Ripton got good news and 
bad news in its ongoing quest 
for educational independence. 
Addison Central School District 
voters backed a deal that cleared 
up fi nancial housekeeping loose 
ends of the divorce, but the 
town failed to fi nd a partner 
school district to provide special 
education, transportation, central 
offi ce and other crucial services 
for its elementary school students. 
The State Board of Education 
recommended Ripton sit back 
down with the ACSD board and 
work something out.

Meanwhile, travel back and 
forth from Ripton to the valley was 
complicated in September by a $2.5 
million streambed stabilization 
project for the Middlebury River, 
which runs along Route 125. Work, 
designed to stop overfl ows after 
heavy rain, ran for a couple months 
along almost 1,700 feet in six areas 
of the riverbank, spread out along 
a mile on either side of Ripton 
village.

Hopes for a truly normal 
school year went out the window 

September

2002
388-3300

www.american�atbread.com

Since

2001
Since

58 North Pleasant St • Middlebury, VT
TextureSalonVT.com • 802-388-9449

O�ering skin & hair care services 
free of toxic ingredients

2003
Courtyard by Mariott
Court St., Middlebury

802-388-7600

Since

quickly in September. All local 
districts agreed with Gov. Scott’s 
September recommendation that 
masks should remain on in their 
schools for another month, and 
with subsequent similar advice 
that kept them on through the end 
of the year — and with subsequent 
developments beyond. 

Another project near a restless 
riverside began along Otter Creek 
in Weybridge. The town’s old 
Stow Cemetery sits at the river’s 
Gooseneck bend, where the creek, 
especially during storms, is eroding 
its land and unsettling graves. 
Volunteers are working to relocate 
those buried there — including 
an American Revolutionary War 
veteran — to less threatened and 
more peaceful resting place in 
the Old Weybridge Cemetery off 
Route 23.

As the civilian government 
in Afghanistan imploded when 
American armed forces left 
the country, many in Addison 
County kept an eye out for what 
would happen to loved ones and 
acquaintances in the South Asia 
country. Middlebury College 
graduate  Shabana Basij-Rasikh 
was fortunate enough to fl ee the 
country with 100 of the girls 
who attended the school she ran 
in Kabul. Separately, Bridport 
resident Jill Vickers was working 
with a young Afghan woman who 
had lived on and off with her for 
several years. They were trying to 
get the young woman’s family out 
of Afghanistan.

Middlebury Police Chief Tom 
Hanley was named the state’s top 
Emergency Management Director 
by the Vermont Emergency 
Management Agency, largely 

because his regular Emergency 
Management Bulletins are not 
only highly informative, but as 
we reported, “the chief marries 
sobering news with unfl inching 
honesty, light humor, sports 
metaphors and pop culture” to 

make them “must reading.”
A planned $20 million 

renovation and expansion of 
Vergennes Eldercare on the city’s 
central green was postponed by 
its Shelburne owners after delays 
contributed to rising costs, in turn 
contributing to their decision to 
rework the fi nances. City offi cials 
and businesses back the plan for 
its potential to bring jobs and more 
affordable living units for seniors 
in need of residential care to the 
city. The owners are now aiming 
for a 2022 groundbreaking.

After what its offi cials called “a 
careful and deliberative process,” 
Middlebury College removed the 
“Mead” from Mead Memorial 
Chapel. College offi cials said the 
man whose gift established the 
chapel, Gov. John A. Mead, class 
of 1864, advocated and promoted 
racist eugenics policies in Vermont 
in the early 1900s.

A familiar face in Middlebury’s 
town offi ces, Beth Dow, 
announced 2021 would be the last 
of her roughly 50 years performing 
several jobs there, the most one 
being the administrative assistant to 
Town Manager Kathleen Ramsey. 

October
Vermont opened COVID-19 

Pfi zer booster registration to all 
eligible people on Oct. 1. “At 
risk” seemed to encompass almost 

The Addison petition to revote 
whether to leave ANWSD — the 
question was defeated in July — 
arrived at the town clerk’s offi ce 
in August, and the selectboard 
warned the revote for Oct. 5.

Addison’s decision whether to 
stay in or leave its district had been 
decided with fewer than two dozen 
votes. Lincoln’s was not. On Aug. 
24, Lincoln residents opted, 525-
172, to strike out on its own amid 
turnout of more than 60%. The vote 
triggered a lengthy process that 
required votes in the other Mount 
Abraham Unifi ed School District 
towns and Vermont State Board 
of Education approval. Diffi culties 
Ripton would soon encounter in 
its process of leaving the ACSD 
clouded matters.

As the month neared its end, 
Middlebury gathered to celebrate 
the near-completion of its big dig, 
the costly, multi-year project to 
replace two downtown rail bridges 
with a concrete tunnel. Experts 
said the tunnel would be big 
enough to accommodate modern 
freight trains. Gov. Scott and other 
dignitaries helped paint a happy 
picture after all the construction 
disruption. 

The county’s nonprofi t internet 
provider, Maple Broadband, 
which plans to provide robust 
broadband service to underserved 
and unserved rural areas, hit two 
milestones. A  20th county town 
signed on, and it reached a deal 
with Waitsfi eld Champlain Valley 
Telecom to run its internet network 
once it’s build. The state plans 
to use $254 million of federal 
funds to support rural broadband 
expansion, sharing it among nine 
Communications Union Districts, 
including Maple Broadband.

OF F ICER J OSH  T U RNER,  l e f t ,  a n d  Ch i e f  B r u c e  Na s o n  o f  t h e  B r i s t o l  Po l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  d i s p l a y  t h e  
fi rst of what they hope will be a long line of commemorative patches. The BPD plans to sell the patches 
and donate the proceeds to various charities, based on community input.

Independent fi le photo/Christopher Ross

TWO VERY SMALL children view a very large (to them) Morgan 
horse stroll passed them at the University of Vermont Morgan 
Horse Farm in Weybridge recently.

Independent fi le photo/Steve James

THE PASSENGER RAIL platform under construction in Middlebury has been humming with activity 
for the past few weeks as workers from a veritable alphabet of construction and support companies 
— VHB Engineering, GPI/Greenman-Pederson, DE Collins and CSE Inc., among them — hurry to 
complete the project while the nice fall weather holds. 

Independent fi le photo/Steve James
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2004
SINCE

smithmcclain.com

Providing high-quality 
construction services

Since

2006
260 Court St
Middlebury

(802)388-3559
middleburysewnvac.com

2007
Since

middstatetowing.com

2006
Since

21 Prince Lane (next to Shaws) 
Bristol, VT  •  802.453.3990

2008
Since

Providing quality home care
for seniors with Trust, Respect

and Compassion

173 Court St., Middlebury, VT 05753
www.athomeseniors.net • 388-7555

2005
Since

Rte. 7 South, Middlebury • 388-2500
www.distinctivepaintvt.com

Paint • Ceramic Tile
Window Treatments • Carpet

Since

2004
windfallorchardvt.com

Fresh. Foraged. Fermented

2004
Since

802-989-1177
www.salamanderconstruction.com 

Middlebury, VT

2007
Since

20072007
SinceSince

…and going strong!

802-877-6200 • 141A Main St., Verg.
www.sweetcharityvt.com

37 Center Street, Brandon, VT
(802) 247-3002

2005
Bakery, Pastry Shop

and Wine Shop

(October from Page 14A)

(See October, Page 16A)

2004
Since

3442 Route 22A 
Shoreham, VT  

VtColdStorage.com

Keepin’ it 
cool, dry 
and secure

Since

2007
Since

388-3385 • costellosmarket.com
Marble Works, Middlebury

2007
Since

Vermont’s
Largest 
Candy 
Store!

1395 Rte. 7 South, Middlebury, Vt.
388-4518 • middleburysweets.net

Merchants Row, Middlebury
802-382-9222

www.townhalltheater.org

2008

2005
Since

2005
Since

117 S. Main St., Middlebury • 388-2311

Sanderson•Ducharme
Funeral Services

Est. in the 1800s as Waite & Co.
In 1990, we became Sanderson

Funeral Home and in 2005 
Sanderson•Ducharme Funeral Services.

Walter Ducharme • Owner

2005
Since

117 S. Main St., Middlebury • 388-2311

Sanderson•Ducharme
Funeral Services

Est. in the 1800s as Waite & Co.
In 1990, we became Sanderson

Funeral Home and in 2005 
Sanderson•Ducharme Funeral Services.

Walter Ducharme • Owner

everyone age 18 or older.
After voters in the town of 

Addison voted against withdrawing 
from the Addison Northwest 
School District in July, supporters 
of the idea brought it back with 
a revote in October. They would 
need 66.7% of voters to back the 
measure in a revote, but only 39% 
of townspeople backed withdrawal 
this time — a smaller percentage 
than in the original July vote.

While local school boards were 
dealing with budget preparations, 
COVID cases at school, and a 
shortage of available teachers, 
substitutes and school bus drivers, 
two local boards found they 
would have to replace outgoing 
administrators. In Brandon, 
long-time Otter Valley Principal 
James Avery, 63, submitted his 
letter of resignation effective 
this June 2022. And north on 
Route 7, Vergennes Union High 
School Principal Stephanie Taylor 
announced she would step down 
after eight-plus years on the job 
due to a family issue that required 
her to travel out of state. That same 
month, though, Addison Northwest 
School District Superintendent 
Sheila Soule signed a three-year 
contract, so the board knows she 
will be around for a little while.

On the municipal front, Bristol 
town Treasurer and Delinquent Tax 
Collector Jen Myers served her 
last day Oct. 8 after a decade on 
the job. Bristol’s new treasurer and 
tax collector, Anthony Delmonaco, 
started in November.

In Vergennes, engineers told city 
councilors that it wasn’t going to 
be enough to build a new sewer 
collection and treatment system, 

but sump pumps, which were 
adding to the problem, would have 
to at least be curtailed because they 
were contributing to some of the 
overfl ow of storm water pipes.

After county students came 
back to in-person learning full 
time this fall, a fi rst sign of trouble 
came at an Oct. 11 Mount Abe 
School Board meeting where a 
Bristol Elementary School teacher 
broke down in tears as she tried to 
describe an incident she and her 
students had experienced. They 
had to evacuate the classroom as 
a student entered the classroom in 
an aggressive manner and threw 
objects at adults and wrecked 
school property. It turned out that 
Bristol Elementary wasn’t the only 
school that was having diffi culty 
dealing with dysregulated students.

A longtime substitute teacher 
told the Addison Central School 
District Board that she would 
not return to Middlebury Union 
Middle School because of 
undisciplined children and stressed 
teachers were hard-pressed to 
maintain classroom presence and 
decorum while fulfi lling added 
responsibilities associated with the 
new International Baccalaureate 
program. Administrators 
acknowledged that they were short 
staffed as the school brought in 
sixth-grade students for the fi rst 
time.

Some of the state’s brightest 
political, academic and 
entrepreneurial stars converged on 
a picturesque pasture in Middlebury 
in October to dedicate the 
groundbreaking for a 5-megawatt 
solar farm to be sited on 30 acres 
of Middlebury College-owned 
land off South Street Extension. 

Once completed next year, the 
farm’s 29,000 panels will provide 
the college with about 30% of its 
total electricity use. That will help 

the college reach its Energy2028 
initiative goal of receiving 100% 
of its energy through renewable 
sources by 2028. On hand were 
U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy, Vermont 
Lt. Gov. Molly Gray, and, of 
course, Middlebury College 
President Laurie Patton.

Locals found out that a proposed 
realignment of Vermont House 
districts based on new census 
numbers would have a substantial 
impact on Addison County, with the 
latest map showing the current two-
seat Middlebury district fractured 
into three one-person seats. The 
two-seat state Senate district 
could be cut into two one-seat 
districts. “It’s astonishing the way 
they divided up Middlebury,” said 
Rep. Robin Scheu, D-Middlebury. 
“I can’t see in any way how 
this is good for the Middlebury 
community.” The Vermont 
Legislative Apportionment Board 
endorsed a plan that would result in 
the creation of 10 single-member 
districts serving Addison County, 
compared with the current six. The 
Legislature will have the fi nal say 
in 2022.

Seventeen faithful attendees 
of a senior kettlebell workout 
class at Vintage Fitness Center in 
Vergennes were much chagrined 
when the gym decided to close 
operations after COVID-19 struck. 
They organized their own self-

EAGLE JUNIOR MIDFIELDER Lucy Parker leaps to head the ball away from Middlebury midfi elder Lia Robinson in the fi rst half of the 
Eagles’ 1-0 home loss to the Tigers on Tuesday.

Independent fi le photo/Steve James

LIZ CLEVELAND’S FACE says it all as she plays guitar during a 
free concert by the band Almendos at Middlebury’s Riverside Park 
last Thursday.

Photo by Jason Duquette Hoffman

GEMAAR O’CONNOR, A Jamaican native who is a permanent resident of Salisbury, picks apples at 
Happy Valley Orchards in Middlebury Tuesday. 

Independent fi le photo/Steve James
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Marble Trail
A D V I S O R SM
Since

2010
(802) 388-6300

www.marbletrail.com
802-643-2132 • Made in Middlebury

BeesWrap.com

Inspiring Planet Positive Habits
Since

2012

1 Main St, Bristol • 802-453-5982

Since

2011

Supply 
Your

ImaginationBO OK S & I N S T R U M EN TS

Books, Musical Instruments,
Art Supplies, Games, Toys

Center Street Bar puts 
Café Provence flair on bar food while 

still maintaining it’s local roots

37 Center Street, Brandon, VT
(802) 465-8347

2011

2010
Since

whistlepigwhiskey.com
2010

Since

whistlepigwhiskey.com

2010
Since

In the Kennedy Bros. Building
388-6888 • vermontsun.com

in Middlebury since 1985

IN VERGENNES

2009
Founded

stoneleaftea.com

2014
Since

802-453-5611

Acorn
Painting

parksqueeze.com
802-877-9962

161 Main St., Vergennes

2012
Since

161 Main St., Vergennes

2012

2010
Since

465-4688
Rt. 7, Leicester at the Big Barn

2011
Since

We love what we do! • 802-388-6565 
middlebury� oralandgifts.com

(See November, Page 17A)

(October from Page 15A)
P.O. Box 862 - Middlebury, VT - 989-7249

www.vermontintegratedarchitecture.com

Committed to the design of beautiful,
healthy, and resilient buildings.

2011
Since

2012
Since

GREAT BEER IN FOCUS
dropinbeer.com • 802-989-7414

2013
Since

1317 Davis Rd, Monkton, VT 05753
802.453.8411  •  kevin@bpd.legal

99 Marble St, Suite 10B, Midd., VT 05753
802.989.7342

eben@bpd.legal • joan@bpd.legal

the
REAL ESTATE
COMPANY

of VERMONT

�ree Main Street Bristol, VT 05443
Visit us online at 

www.therealestatecompanyVT.com

2013
since

November
There was some good news on 

the COVID-19 front in November: 
After 20 months of the pandemic, 
the largest remaining group of 
those at risk — our kids — were 
fi nally OK’d to get the vaccine. 
Signups for children age 5 and 
older started Nov. 3. We’re still 
waiting for an approved vaccine 
for younger people.

Another good news story: It 
was a good year for apples across 
Addison County. Trees in Bridport, 
Middlebury, Monkton, New Haven 
and Shoreham produced a bumper 
crop in 2021, and in some cases 
those trees were still giving into 
November.

Unfortunately, the student unrest 
in the Mount Abe district continued. 
A seventh-grader at Mount Abe 
was physically attacked by another 
student during school and went to 
the hospital to be treated for his 
injuries. While he was shaking off 
the attack, police opened a criminal 
investigation and school leaders 
tried to fi gure out how to handle the 
unprecedented outburst.

A group restarted its work on 
a plan that will help the Addison 
Central School District prioritize 
which of its buildings it should 
keep and upgrade and which it 
shouldn’t, in light of declining 
enrollment and rising education 
costs. The ACSD board’s Facilities 
Committee said its plan wouldn’t 
include any recommendations for 
specifi c school closures.

After eight terms and nearly 
fi ve decades in offi ce, U.S. Sen. 
Patrick Leahy announced he would 
retire after his current term ends in 
January 2023. It will mark the fi rst 
change in Vermont’s Congressional 
delegation in more than a decade.

After nearly a year of debate over 
the issue of whether “repurposing” 
schools is tantamount to “closing” 
them, the Mount Abraham School 
Board tried to clarify the issue by 
stipulating that the word “closure” 
will be defi ned to include any 
decision that would take all K-6 
students from one town school 
and reassign them to another. As a 

result Bristol, Lincoln, Monkton, 
New Haven and Starksboro will 
have more local control over the 
fate of their elementary schools.

The long-absent refrain of 
“all aboard!” is expected to ring 
out once again at new passenger 
train stations in Middlebury and 
Vergennes next year, Vermont’s top 
rail offi cial said in November. But 
shortages of materials and labor 
means service won’t start until late 
June or July of 2022.

The Eagle fi eld hockey team 
went to Burlington in November in 
search of their fourth state title in a 
row, and they would not be denied. 
For three quarters of the title game 
top-seeded Mount Abraham and 
No. 2 Hartford battled on even 
terms. But the Eagles proved 
they were the better team when 
it mattered — dominating in the 
decisive fourth quarter and winning 
2-1.

And Mount Abe wasn’t the 
only local fi eld hockey team to 
claim a fourth consecutive title. 
The Middlebury College Panthers 
dominated the competition in the 
NCAA Division III tournament and 
brought home yet another trophy.

Local high school students with 
a dramatic fl air were on stage in 
November performing wonderful 
musicals — in person! They 
were all wearing masks but their 
sincerity shined through. The 
shows included Mount Abraham’s 
“Beauty and the Beast,” “Bye 
Bye Birdie” at Vergennes Union 
High School, MUHS staging “The 
Sound of Music” and Otter Valley 
performing “The Addams Family.”

Of the local businesses given 
$20,000 Kick Start grants earlier 
this year, the Middlebury Studio 
School was among the fi rst to 
open operations in its new space. 

directed classes — some in Janet 
Seaburg’s Panton property, and 
then at the Comfort Hill Kennels in 
Vergennes. In October, the women 
shared with the Independent their 
story of commitment to exercise 
and to each other.

Almost two years after fl oating 
their original request to fl y 
the Black Lives Matter fl ag at 
Middlebury Union High School, 
students there fi nally raised that 
banner in October. More than 80 
MUHS students stood shoulder-to-
shoulder during a picture-perfect 
Oct. 29 afternoon to witness the 
raising of the BLM banner on the 
MUHS fl agpole. 

The school, which will retain its 
pottery studio on Route 7 South, in 
November brought arts education 
back to the downtown with the 
opening of a new branch in the 
Marble Works. 

Following the announcement 
last month that the Otter Valley 
principal will resign, in November 
Rutland Northeast Superintendent 

Jeanné  Collins announced her 
resignation at the end of the school 
year. 

The organization tasked with 
keeping mosquitoes in check in the 
Lake Dunmore and Brandon area 
is undergoing some changes. At 
its annual meeting, the Brandon, 
Leicester, Salisbury, Goshen, 
Pittsford Mosquito Control District 
changed its name to the Otter 
Creek Watershed Mosquito Control 
District, elected new leadership, 
and made a plan for keeping 
Salisbury in the association.

Eight Addison County schools 
hosted state snowplows on Nov. 
17 as the Vermont Agency of 
Transportation recognized them 
as winners in VTrans’s Name A 
Plow program. Schools submitted 
names — creative and clever, cute 
and silly — for the plows that 
will serve their communities this 
winter. Among the winners were 
students at the Bridge School in 
Middlebury, who named their plow 
“Plowy McPlowFace”; Robinson 
Elementary School in Starksboro, 
“Snowy Chicken”; Bristol 
Elementary, “Captain Snowpants”; 
Cornwall Elementary, “The Snow 
Eagle”; Bridport Central, “Spooky 
the Square Pumpkin”; Ferrisburgh 
Central, “Midnight”; Bristol’s Red 
Cedar School, “Snow Blade”, and 
Vergennes Union Elementary, 
“Glacier.”

If sales data from Stonewood 
Farm were any indication, more 
people were planning to host 
Thanksgiving meals this year, 
compared with 2020 during the 
fi rst year of the pandemic. And they 
we re expecting larger parties at 
their tables. Peter Stone, owner of 
the 800-acre family farm in Orwell, 
said Stonewood was selling bigger 

2014
Since

802-482-7334
90 Mechanicsville Rd., Hinesburg

ElementNailSalonVT.com

AS PART OF a school project that lasted fi ve days, these third-graders stack fl at stones in front of 
Ferrisburgh Central School Friday to get experience building a dry stone wall.

Independent fi le photo/Steve James

THE VUHS SENIOR Walkathon went about halfway to Middlebury 
through Waltham and New Haven on Monday. Plans called for the 
walkathon to end in Middlebury, but, given rain and cold, organizers 
cut it short.

Independent fi le photo/Steve James

VICTOR AND BETTY NUOVO wearing complementary outfi ts and holding hands are a common sight, 
including this recent shot of a Main Street stroll early last month.

Independent fi le photo/Florence Wu
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1395 Rte. 7 South, Middlebury, Vt.
388-4518 • middleburysweets.net

Motel
Tastefully decorated rooms

in candy themes!

2021
Since

32 Merchants Row, Middlebury
802-388-9836

 Your Forever Realtors, Building 
Relationships One Home at a Time!

2019
since

Bristol Park
Dental

Outstanding Family Dentistry

6 Park Place • Bristol, VT • 802-453-7700
BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

2018
18 Creek Rd, Middlebury VT

802-458-8999
web: BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

Kitchen and bath specialists
in Addison County since

2017
Since

Bringing safe, clean, a� ordable 
and reliable energy choices 

to Addison County

Bringing safe, clean, a� ordable 

Founded 1966
www.vermontgas.com

2017
Since

34 Main St., Vergennes
802-307-1015

HomeAudiologyServices.com

Life’s More Fun With Better Hearing

2016
www.woodmanhillorchard.com 

(802) 877-6686 
175 Plank Rd., Vergennes, VT

Reestabished

Founded

2014
372 Rockydale Rd • Bristol, VT 

802-643-2304

Local Supporting Local

70 Court St, Middlebury
802-989-7522

Since

2016

Olsen’s Ice       
Cream

61 Main Street, Vergennes

since

2020

Serving treats
in the Little City

2020
Since

 Jeanne Miller (802) 349-8483
roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com 

2877 Ethan Allen Hwy., New Haven

Your LOCAL vehicle
registration resource.

Road Ready
Service LLC

2016
Since

Helping You Sell or Find Your Roost!

EmiloVTRealEstate.com

(November from Page 16A) 2018
Since

237 Main St., Vergennes
VermontPureCBD.com

Feel the Di�erence

Since

2019
3255 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT

802-388-0209

Kitchen, Bath & Flooring

2021
Since

51 Ossie Rd • (802) 989-7220
East Middlebury, Vt.

Since

across private property in order to 
bypass a number of powerlines. 
Look for the move in January, or 
maybe February, when the ground 
is frozen.

The county’s rifl e deer season 
fell short of setting a third straight 
record for number of bucks taken to 
local reporting stations, but plenty 
of venison was served or packed 
into freezers between Nov. 13 and 
28. In all, hunters brought 590 bucks 
to be weighed at Addison County’s 
seven wildlife reporting. And not 
many hunters were happy after 
December’s deer muzzleloader and 
archery seasons, which was not 
great. Still, overall 2021 remains 
the fi fth most productive year for 
deer hunting in Addison County 
since 2005. Hunters weighed 1,133 
deer in Addison County in 2021.

Addison County’s two 
emergency homeless shelters 
in December were already full 
and carrying waiting lists as 
bone- chilling temperatures, sleet 
and snow once again take center 
stage in the Champlain Valley. 
The Charter House Coalition 
Emergency Shelter in Middlebury 
had already reached its max of 24 
guests, and the eight shelter units at 
John Graham Housing & Services 
in Vergennes were also full, serving 
22 adults and children.

Panton lakefront residents were 
in court this month alleging in a 
civil lawsuit that changes made 
by one of the biggest dairy farms 
in Addison County — Vorsteveld 
Farms LLC — had polluted their 
property and Lake Champlain for 
years. The case won’t be wrapped 
up until 2022.

Patricia A. Hannaford Career 
Center directors are reviewing an 
$8.1 million plan to renovate the 
Middlebury school’s 50-year-old 
Charles Avenue building and 
its some of its North Campus 

buildings. But, as they considered, 
Career Center Superintendent 
Dana Peterson came under fi re 
from several former career center 
employees who allege they were 
mistreated and verbally abused, to 
the extent they resigned — in the 
case of one employee, after only 
two weeks on the job. Peterson’s 
contract is up for renewal next 
summer. They also faulted the 
school board for not taking any 
action regarding Peterson after 
receiving multiple complains over 
several years.

A surge in COVID-19 cases at 
Middlebury College this month 

prompted an abrupt shift to 
remote instruction, and the college 
encouraged students to leave early 
for winter break, if they could. 
Offi cials made the decision on 
Dec. 9 after receiving 44 positive 
test results over two days — 10 on 
Wednesday and 34 on Thursday. 
Then Middlebury additional cases 
handling 70 active cases — 68 
students and two employees — by 
that Tuesday. By month’s end, 
Middlebury said it would delay the 
start of its January term.

It was not a big surprise when 
state offi cials forecast a Christmas 
COVID-19 surge in Vermont.

turkeys this year.

December
The beginning of December 

brought some sad news. Lucien 
Paquette, an icon of the agricultural 
community who was widely known 
as the Father of Addison County 
Fair and Field Days, had died at age 
105. Those who knew him — and 
it seems like most people around 
here did — will remember Paquette 
as a smart man with a calm and 
reassuring manner, who liked to 
help out because he simply loved 
people.

A new law authorized Vermont 
municipalities to establish their 
own masking requirements to fi ght 
COVID-19. But by December, the 
communities of Vergennes, Bristol, 
Brandon and Middlebury had all 
decided not to take advantage of a 
new law giving communities the 
option of imposing COVID- related 
facemask mandates for public 
places

A long fall of student behavior 
issues came to a head in Bristol on 
Dec. 3 when 90% of the students 
stayed away from Mount Abraham 
Union High School after someone 
made unfounded internet threats 
to bring a gun to school. Students, 
educators and community members 
were trying to make sense of an 
outburst of unrest at the Bristol 
school. Mount Abe instituted a 
ban on fl ag-related attire on Dec. 
2 in response to a recent trend of a 
small number of students wearing 
politically themed fl ags or banners 
as capes. The school had initially 
permitted this activity as a form 
of self-expression, but banned it 
because it had led to inappropriate, 
disrespectful, hurtful, hateful 
dialogue between students and 
adults. As events unfolded at Mount 
Abe, school communities around 
the country were already on edge 
after a Nov. 30 school shooting in 
Oxford, Mich., left four students 
dead and seven others wounded. 

Before Mount Abe instituted its 
ban, Middlebury Union Middle 
School implemented a ban on all 
fl ag-related attire, one of several 
new strategies aimed at addressing 
student behavior issues that have 
made for turbulent times at MUMS 
since the beginning of this academic 
year.

Plans for relocating the historic 
New Haven Junction Train Depot 
took an adventurous turn in recent 
weeks as 2021 neared an end. The 
project had called for transporting 
the depot a mile and a half east 
along Route 17, from New Haven 
Junction to a town-owned parcel 
on North Street. But complications 
— including higher than expected 
costs for temporarily moving 
powerlines out of the way — have 
forced town offi cials to consider 
alternative routes. New Haven 
now intends to plow its own road 

ROBINSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL fi rst-grader Elijah Purinton poses with VTrans snowplow drivers 
Steve Schropp (left) and Nick Hamel; and Calvin Peck in a giant chicken outfi t. Elijah suggested “Snowy 
Chicken,” the winning moniker in a state name-the-snowplow contest.

Photo by Myriah Cogswell

SARAH PARK OF Monkton rests with her baby, Adrian, who was 
born two months premature via emergency C-section after Parks 
and her husband, Stephen, were involved in a traffi c crash in 
Tennessee.

A CHILD TAKES her turn having a socially distant visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus in the new park in downtown Middlebury this past 
Saturday morning. The Christmas couple sat at a safe distance while they met with youngsters during the kick-off to the Better Middlebury 
Partnership’s Very Merry Middlebury celebration.

Photo by Jason Duquette-Hoffman

2020
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One Cross Street • Middlebury
(802) 388-7966

www.pmlawvt.com

jfkd�;�sdjfkd�;�sd
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dennis@newtonerac.com • 802- 388 -1431
www.newtonerac.com

Your local dealer for Mitsubishi Cold Climate Heat Pumps
and Ductless Air Conditioning Systems

Happy New 
Year!

THANKS!
readers • advertisers • community

Let’s face it — it’s been a tough couple of years.  
but the resiliency of our community  

has us humbled and grateful. 

The Addison Independent is proud to continue 
serving the county with timely, dedicated news  

and marketing support that we hope contributes  
to the strength of this incredible community.

Wishing all our readers, advertisers and supporters  
a happy and healthy holiday season.

— The Lynn family, and all at the Addison Independent

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT
802-388-4944    •    subscribe for just $1 a week    •    addisonindependent.com

16 Creek Road, Middlebury  •  M-F 7:15-5:30, Sat. 8-3  •  802-388-6054
COUNTRYS IDECARPETANDPA INT.COM

Middlebury’s source for 
flooring, paint,

& window shades

Middlebury’s source for 

HAPPY 
NEW YEAR!

We are grateful 

to all of our 

customers who 

shopped with us 

in 2021 and are 

looking forward 

to a bright and 

cheerful 2022!

— From our family at
Countryside Carpet & Paint

to yours

Davis 
(Continued from Page 4A)

any legislative proposals on student loan debt, although 
White House staff say the issue is under study. While 
Sanders, Warren and other senators and House members 
argue that Biden could cancel student debt by executive 
order, most legal experts believe that such a policy could 
only be undertaken pursuant to action by Congress.

Another policy issue associated with student loans is the 
practice of some private universities to provide graduate 
students with little grant aid for expensive degree programs, 
leaving them with six-figure student loan balances when 

they receive their masters’ or other degrees. Reporters 
at The Wall Street Journal have written many articles 
on this topic in recent months, focusing particularly on 
institutions such as Columbia, NYU and the University of 
Southern California, all of which have multi-billion-dollar 
endowments, but also provide less financial aid in the form 
of grants to graduate students than many peer institutions. 
Acting on this issue is much more a matter for university 
trustees and presidents than for the federal government.

Eric L. Davis is professor emeritus of political science at 
Middlebury College.

be
seen advertise with us.

802.388.4944
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Ways of Seeing
(Continued from Page 4A)

the breath to deepen, without any 
forcing, is one of the best things we 
can do for our mental health.

4. Earth. Right now it’s covered 
with a snowy blanket, but feeling 
it under our feet as we walk is the 
ultimate grounding exercise. In 
yoga we practice pressing our heels 
into the floor, while standing up 
as tall as we can. We are looking 
for a feeling of stability and also 
spaciousness.

5. Food. It’s such an important 
part of life and also can feel so 
tedious to plan, shop, prep, cook, 
and clean up, meal after meal, day 
after day. And I LOVE cooking! 
I know I am so privileged to have 
access to beautiful food, year round, 
and to have the time and energy to 
prepare it for myself and the people 
I love. One of the biggest boosts 
for my mental health has been 
cooking every week for some of my 
neighbors. Making their day go a 
little better reminds me of one of my 
favorite quotes from the recently 
departed bell hooks: “Love is an 
action, never simply a feeling.” 

6. Movement. Although this 
pandemic may cause us to want to 
curl up in a ball and hide under a 
mountain of blankets, we have to 
find a way to move our bodies that 
brings us joy. After almost 30 years 
of yoga practice, I’ve discovered a 
new joy in taking Middle Eastern 
dance classes online. I am learning 
new ways to move my body.

7. Podcasts. They make tedious 
chores like doing the dishes or 
sweeping the floor so much less 
boring! In fact, I’m going to listen 
to one right now while I hang up 
the laundry — be right back. Here 
are a few of my current faves: 
“Maintenance Phase” (debunking 
the junk science behind health fads 
and wellness scams), “Politically 
Re-Active with W. Kamau Bell and 
Hari Kondabolu” (two comedians 
pulling the alarm on the dumpster 
fire of American politics), and 
“Hope & Hard Pills” (practical 
insight on racial justice and social 
change). I like lighter listening as 
well, and I genuinely thank the 
“Office Ladies” podcast for making 
me laugh while I clean the house.

8. Crossword puzzles. I love the 

way they give my brain a little break 
from worrying about the world, 
while simultaneously activating the 
part of my mind that loves words 
and all their varied meanings. The 
one I did yesterday had a clue that 
said, “Undercover apparel” and 
the answer was “PJs!” Get it? You 
wear your PJs when you are under 
the bed covers! I never used to 
try crossword puzzles until a few 
months into the pandemic. Now I 
do one pretty much every day.

9. Jeopardy! My family teases me 
mercilessly about my husband’s and 
my newfound Jeopardy! addiction, 
but much like crossword puzzles, I 
feel like trying to come up with the 
questions is yoga for my brain. Also, 
unlike the outside world, Jeopardy! 
is entirely predictable in that it 
always lasts 22 minutes, one of the 
three contestants will definitely win, 
and no one ever tries to dispute the 
results.

10. Well now I’m mad at myself 
because I was going to keep 
this to 10 items and I haven’t 
yet mentioned books, music or 
movies, three things that have 
DEFINITELY helped me make 
it through each day. Shout out 
to my friend Janae, to Ilsley 
Library’s amazing librarians, 
and to the knowledgeable staff at 
Vermont Book Shop, who have 
kept me well stocked with every 
kind of book, from the most mind 
expanding literature to the fluffiest 
bedtime read. I guess I’ll have to 
write about movies and music in 
another column. Until then, may 
you have everything you need to 
get through this pandemic. May 
you share the abundance you have 
with others, and have the courage 
to reach out if you need help. We 
will get through this together, I’m 
pretty sure.

Joanna Colwell is a certified 
Iyengar Yoga teacher who founded 
and directs Otter Creek Yoga, 
in Middlebury’s Marble Works. 
Joanna lives in Ripton, where she 
enjoys taking walks, cuddling her 
cat, cooking for Abolition Kitchen, 
serving on the board of WomenSafe, 
and working with the Middlebury 
chapter of Showing Up for Racial 
Justice. Feedback welcome at: 
joanna@ottercreekyoga.com.

campus for winter break as soon as 
possible.

As of Dec. 21, when the college 
stopped updating its online 
COVID tracker for the break, the 
institution had recorded 89 cases 
for the semester, 69 of them after 
Thanksgiving break. Most of those 
were students, and most cases were 
mild or asymptomatic, college 
officials said.
NEW PROTOCOLS

To give the campus community 
a little extra time to prepare for 
updated policies and protocols, 
Middlebury has delayed the start 
of winter term from Thursday, Jan. 
6, to Monday, Jan. 10, and will tack 
on an additional day at the end: 
Friday, Feb. 4.

Students who don’t already have 
pre-approved arrival plans will be 
permitted to return to campus Jan. 
8-9.

The college is encouraging all 
eligible, non-exempted students 
and employees to get their booster 
vaccine doses as soon as possible. 
Those who have not been boosted 
before they arrive in January will 
be expected to complete their 
vaccines within two weeks, and 
Middlebury is planning to offer 
booster clinics for that purpose.

Upon arrival, students will 
be required to show proof of a 
negative COVID-19 test within 
the previous three days and they 
will immediately be tested by the 
college. Five to seven days later, 

the college will test all students a 
second time.

After that, COVID-19 testing 
will be required twice a week — at 
least for the first couple of weeks 
of the winter term. Depending on 
local public health conditions, 
the college may 
choose to extend 
this testing 
regimen through 
the end of the 
term, officials 
said.

F a i l u r e 
to comply 
with testing 
r e q u i r e m e n t s 
could carry 
s e r i o u s 
c o n s e q u e n c e s , 
i n c l u d i n g 
dismissal from 
campus housing.

The college 
will also offer on-
campus testing for 
employees working on campus and 
interacting with students.

Last semester the college 
conducted 9,110 COVID-19 tests, 
but testing was not mandatory as 
it had been during the 2020-21 
school year, when more than 
50,000 tests were administered to 
students and staff.

Winter term classes will be 
conducted online at first, while the 
college awaits arrival of testing 
results, and dining services will 

be limited to grab-and-go until 
conditions allow a return to normal 
operations.

The college will probably also 
limit group gathering sizes, travel 
outside of the county, and campus 
visitors, officials said.

For now, 
M i d d l e b u r y 
is proceeding 
with its 
scheduled sports 
c o m p e t i t i o n s , 
according to 
Assistant Director 
of Athletic 
Communications 
Ali Paquette. But 
spectators are not 
allowed at this 
time.
OMICRON

Public health 
experts expect 
Omicron will 
likely lead to a 
spike in cases, 

Peluso and his colleagues pointed 
out in the Dec. 22 memo, but the 
numbers should be interpreted 
differently at this stage of the 
pandemic.

“Early indications are that fully 
vaccinated and boosted individuals 
without underlying high-risk 
health conditions are less likely 
to experience severe symptoms of 
COVID-19.”

That said, the college is 
“prepared to respond to a higher 

number of positive and likely 
mild cases on campus” and 
knows it  “must plan for all 
possible scenarios, including the 
likelihood that we could quickly 
exhaust our ability to individually 
isolate students who test positive 
for COVID-19 on our campus.”

Middlebury will therefore 
require students who test positive 
to complete their isolation period 
off campus if they can safely do 
so.

In the event that the number of 
low-risk students testing positive 
exceeds the college’s isolation 
housing capacity, some students 
may be asked to isolate in their 
dorm rooms.

“While we expect most cases 
to be mild or even asymptomatic, 
as was the case this (fall 2021) 
semester, the possibilities of 
high case counts and isolation in 
place are important factors for 
students and families to remember 
as they plan for winter term,” 
college officials said. “These new 
scenarios are part of a new reality 
of living with the next stage of the 
pandemic.”

And as always, the college 
is prepared to shift its plans if 
necessary, they said.

Middlebury posts all of its 
COVID information on its website, 
middlebury.edu.

Reach Christopher 
Ross at christopherr@
addisonindependent.com.

Omicron
(Continued from Page 1A)

“While we expect 
most cases to be mild 
or even asymptomatic 
… these new 
scenarios are part of 
a new reality of living 
with the next stage of 
the pandemic.”

— Chief Health Officer 
Mark Peluso  

the folks they serve. For more 
information, contact the AgeWell 
volunteer office by phone (802-
662-5249) or email (volunteer@
agewellvt.org). You can also visit 
agewellvt.org/giving-back.

The Rotary Club of Middlebury 
is pleased to announce that it’s 
halfway to its $10,000 matching 
grant goal to assist the tornado 
victims of Mayfield, Ky. There’s 

still time to make a tax-deductible 
gift toward this fund in any 
amount, payable to the Rotary 
Club of Middlebury, P.O. Box 
46, Middlebury, VT 05753. The 
club will match your gift 1:1 up 
to $10,000. No administrative 
costs will be involved. The 
Mayfield (Ky.) Rotary Club 
and another local charity will 
oversee distribution of the money. 
The Rotary is asking donors to 
please try to get contributions 

postmarked by Dec. 31.

The U.S. Senate recently 
confirmed Middlebury native 
Elizabeth Rosenberg as Assistant 
Secretary for Terrorism Financing 
for Department of the Treasury. 
She was nominated for the job last 
summer. U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy 
used social media to express his 
joy with Rosenberg’s appointment: 
“Her skills and experience and 
knowledge are needed right now in a 

key role at the Treasury Department 
to help protect our national security 
and crack down on terrorists and 
other financial criminals. I was 
proud to introduce her at her Senate 
confirmation hearing this summer. 
I’ve known her since I sponsored 
her to be a Senate page many years 
ago. She is superbly qualified, and 
if that were not enough, she speaks 
multiple languages, is widely 
published and highly respected in 
her field.”

AgeWell
(Continued from Page 2A)
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Of course you help all year…

But, Covid is going strong.  Funding programs are being phased out.

It’s Winter, which for some is dark, cold, and lonely.

Local organizations provide vital services to those among us in need.

I, You, We need to help provide them the resources they need to do their work.

Any amount.  Any organization.  Go to: unitedwayaddisoncounty.org or call 802-388-7189 
to donate to an agency of your choice.
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My wife and I bought our seasons 
passes for the Rikert Nordic Center 
today. In truth, it was more of a 
step of hope than one based on the 

present reality. 
Although the 
s n o w m a k i n g 
machines at 
Rikert were 
pumping out 
new snow up 
and down the 
hill along the 
To r m o n d s e n 
race course, 

most of the trails were not yet 
ready for skiing. And the weather 
forecast for at least the next 10 
days suggests we’re going to see 
more rain than snow.

Nonetheless, we are choosing to 
persist in our hope. After buying 
our passes, we skied the one short 
section of open trail that has been 
supplemented by the snowmaking. 
The conditions were good on the 
manmade snow, but it took us only 
a few minutes to do the whole 
loop. So we circled the short loop a 
second time. Then we tried one of 
the trails with natural snow, which 
we quickly discovered was quite a 
bit crustier and with thinner snow 
cover. We turned around before 
we were halfway through. It was 
our first outing anyway. Just a 
warm-up. We’d probably be back 
tomorrow.

On our way down the mountain 
after our ski, we discussed the 
pandemic and the outdoors. Last 
year, it felt like our cross-country 
ski outings — even if only 45 or 50 
minutes over the span of five days 
— made a big difference sustaining 
us emotionally and physically 
through a lot of the stress and 
challenges of pandemic life. 

In the early days of the pandemic 
(which now seems like a lifetime 
ago), when it was becoming 
evident that COVID-19 was highly 
contagious, but it was not yet clear 
exactly how it spread, there was 
a general fear of being near other 
people even when outdoors. Dog 
walkers would cross the street or 
duck into a stranger’s driveway 
to avoid contact with other dog 
walkers. We’d get nervous if a 
jogger went past without a mask 
and we had to breath their air. 
Even as we now enter a whole 
new wave of the pandemic — the 
even more contagious omicron 
variant that many expect to be 
devastating at the start of this new 
year — experts have now said that 
it’s highly unlikely to transmit even 
this highly contagious virus while 
recreating outdoors. 

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

12/22 MUHS vs Burr & Burton .. 4-3 (OT)
12/28 U-32 vs MUHS .........................5-2

Boys’ Hockey
12/22 MUHS vs Missisquoi ................1-0
12/28 Brookline vs MUHS .................5-4

Boys’ Basketball
12/22 OV vs Springfield .................56-28
12/23 VUHS vs Richford ................74-36
12/23 Colchester vs MUHS ...........69-43
12/27 Winooski at VUHS .......Postponed
12/27 Windsor vs OV .....................63-43
12/28 Mt. Abe vs Randolph ...........71-64
12/29 OV at Brattleboro ...................Late

Girls’ Basketball
12/23 OV vs MUHS .......................37-33
12/23 Mt. Abe vs U-32 ...................50-36
12/28 OV vs Mill River ...................59-30
12/28 Williamstown vs VUHS ........46-31
12/28 Mt. Abe at BBA ..............Ppd. to 1/3

Ode to snow (and 
an outdoor center)

ScoreScoreBOARD

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Girls’ Hockey

1/5 Woodstock at MUHS ............... 7 PM
1/8 MUHS at CVU .................... 4:20 PM

Boys’ Hockey
12/30 Milton at MUHS .............. 2:30 PM
1/5 MUHS at CVU .................... 6:20 PM
1/8 MUHS at U-32 .................... 6:30 PM

Boys’ Basketball
12/30 Mill River at MUHS .............. 7 PM
1/4 VUHS at OV ............................ 7 PM
1/4 MUHS at Spaulding ................. 7 PM
1/4  Mill River at Mt. Abe ................ 7 PM
1/7 Mt. Abe at OV .......................... 7 PM
1/7 Stowe at VUHS ........................ 7 PM
1/7 MUHS at Fair Haven ............... 7 PM

Girls’ Basketball
12/30 West Rutland at OV ............. 7 PM
12/30 Winooski at VUHS ............... 7 PM
12/30 MUHS at Montpelier ............ 7 PM
1/3 Mt. Abe at Burr & Burton ...........7 PM
1/3 Fair Haven at OV ..................... 7 PM
1/5 MUHS at Mt. Abe ..................... 7 PM
1/5 Colchester at VUHS ................ 7 PM
1/6 OV at Rutland .......................... 7 PM
1/8 VUHS at North Country ...... 1:30 PM
1/8 Mt. Abe at Enosburg ........... 2:30 PM
1/8 Windsor at OV .................... 2:30 PM
1/8 Missisquoi at MUHS ......... 12:30 PM

Gymnastics
12/30 Harwood at MUHS ............... 5 PM
1/6 MUHS at Essex ....................... 7 PM

Indoor Track
12/30 VUHS at UVM .......................8 AM
1/8 VUHS at UVM ...........................8 AM

Nordic
1/6 MUHS at Colchester ................ 3 PM
1/8 MUHS at MMU .......................10 AM

Wrestling
1/3 MUHS at Mt. Abe ..................... 6 PM
1/4 MMU/Colch at VUHS .......... 5:30 PM
1/8..............VUHS at Mt. Anthony Tourn.

COLLEGE SPORTS
Women’s Hockey

1/3 UMass Boston at Midd ............ 4 PM
1/7 Midd at Utica ............................ 3 PM
1/8 Endicott at Midd ....................... 4 PM

Men’s Hockey
1/1 St. Mike’s at Midd .................... 1 PM
1/2 Fitchburg/Hobart at Midd ...........TBD
1/4 Midd at Bowdoin ...................... 4 PM
1/7 Midd at Trinity .......................... 7 PM
1/8 Midd at Wesleyan .................... 3 PM

Women’s Basketball
1/7 Midd at Amherst ....................... 7 PM
1/8 Midd at Hamilton ...................... 3 PM

Men’s Basketball
1/4 Skidmore at Midd ..................... 2 PM
1/7 Amherst at Midd ....................... 7 PM
1/8 Hamilton at Midd ...................... 3 PM

ScheduleSchedule

(See Dickerson, Page 2B)

By ANDY KIRKALDY 
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury Union High School 
girls’ hockey team played two strong 
periods against U-32 on Tuesday at 
the Memorial Sports Center.

But the Raiders dominated the 
second period with four unanswered 
goals and they came away with a 5-2 
victory. 

The game was intended to be one 
of two in the first round of the Tigers’ 
annual holiday tournament, but 
Harwood dropped out due to COVID 
issues. The Tigers had been set to 
play the Highlanders on Wednesday, 
but that game was canceled. Instead 
the Tigers’ next game will be at 
Woodstock this coming Wednesday.

The news is not all bad for MUHS, 

which is 2-2 after Tuesday’s setback. 
On Dec. 22 Avery Gale scored four 
goals as the Tigers defeated host 
Burr & Burton, 4-3 in overtime. 

Gale scored in the final minute of 
regulation to force overtime. Erin 
Mulcahy assisted two of her goals, 
and McKenna Raymond and Quinn 
Doria added helpers. 

And Co-Coaches Erin Robinson 

and Duncan Rollason saw things 
they liked during Tuesday’s game 
from their young team (seven 
eighth-graders, four ninth-graders, 
four sophomores and four upperclass 
players). They cited improved work 
clearing the defensive zone, better 
organization on a new forecheck 
system, and more shots on goal.

TIGER FORWARD AVERY Gale tries to stuff a loose puck past U-32 goalie Renee Porter during Tuesday’s girls’ hockey game in Middlebury, 
won by the visiting Raiders. Gale scored during that game and has five goals in her past two outings.

Independent photo/Steve James

Big period pushes U-32 past Tiger girls
Young girls’ hockey team also defeats BBA as learning curve continues

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — In 

recent local high school boys’ 
basketball action Vergennes 
and Mount Abe picked up wins, 
Otter Valley split two games, 
and Middlebury lost at home to a 
Division I team. 
COMMODORES

On Dec. 23 VUHS improved to 
2-1 with a 74-36 romp over visiting 
Richford. Eleven Commodores 
scored. 

Tyler Bergmans led the way 
with 18 points, 12 rebounds and 
five assists, while Hayden Bowen 
and Abram Francis added 15 and 
11 points, respectively. Derrick 
Jacobs paced Richford with 11 
points.

The Commodores’ Monday 
game vs. Winooski was postponed 
due to Spartan players being in 
COVID testing protocols and test 
results not being available in a 
timely manner. 

Next up for the Commodores is 
a visit to OV this coming Tuesday.
TIGERS

On Dec. 23 visiting Colchester 
started quickly in a 69-43 victory 
over MUHS. Laker Zach Davis 
sparked his team with 28 of his 34 
points in the first half, and Ethan 
Gamelin added 12 points and 11 
rebounds. 

“They played an excellent first 

TIGER FORWARD GRAHAM Matrick emphatically rejects this 
offering from Laker Owen Talbot, but Colchester prevailed on Dec. 
23. Matrick led MUHS with 11 points and two blocks.

Independent photo/Steve James

VUHS, Mt. Abe, OV 
boys prevail in hoop

quarter and half of the second 
quarter,” said MUHS Coach 
John Howe. “Zack Davis from 
Colchester was on fire in the first 
half and put the (Tiger) boys on 
their heels.”

Howe added the Tigers “got good 
looks inside,” but “nothing wanted 
to fall.”

Graham Matrick led the Tigers 
with 11 points and two blocks, 
Penn Riney and Jack Trudeau 
each scored nine, and Nicolai 
Luksch contributed nine steals.  

The 1-2 Tigers will be looking to 
bounce back when they host Mill 
River this Thursday.
EAGLES

On Tuesday the Eagles outlasted 
visiting Randolph, 71-64. Mount 
Abe took charge by outscoring the 
Ghosts, 16-11, in the third period, 
and led by as many as 11 in the 
fourth quarter.

Chance Denecker sparked the 
Eagles with 21 points, and Henry 
Cogswell (14) and Gavin Banister 
(11) also reached double figures as 
Mount Abe improved to 2-2. Chase 
Higgins (18) and Levi West (16) led 
Randolph.

The Eagles will host Mill River 
this coming Tuesday.
OTTERS

On Dec. 22 the Otters broke 
into the win column with a 56-28 

(See Hoop, Page 2B)

(See Hockey, Page 3B)

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Middlebury Union High School 
boys’ hockey team settled for a 
split of two recent games, losing 
to visiting Brookline, Mass., 
by one goal on Tuesday after a 
one-goal win over Missisquoi last 
week. 

The Tigers stood at 3-1 heading 
into a 2:30 p.m. Thursday home 
game vs. Milton added to the 
schedule. Next up is a Jan. 5 road 
game vs. Champlain Valley.

Tuesday’s game was intended 
to be the second of the first round 
in a four-game tournament, but 
one team withdrew due to COVID 
issues. Brookline was set to play 
the third team in the tournament 
on Wednesday regardless of 
Tuesday’s result.

Details were not immediately 
available on Tuesday’s game 
other than the final score and the 
fact that Brookline scored the 
winning goal in the final minute.

On Dec. 22 the Tigers edged 
visiting Missisquoi, 1-0. Nate 
Muzzy scored with an assist from 
Kellan Bartlett, and goalie Eddie 
Hodde worked a 12-save shutout. 
T-Bird goalie Garrett Fregeau 
stopped 35 shots.

Boys’ hockey
splits games
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I’m thinking cross-country 
skiing — and more generally just 
time spent outside, away from 
human-built environments, in 
the woods or by a lake or up on 
a mountainside — might be even 
more important this year than last. 

On the drive up to the mountain 
before our skiing, we also 
discussed a recent article by 
Stephanie Pearson in the “Travel” 
section of National Geographic’s 
online magazine. The article had 
the headline “These are the best 
cross-country ski trails in the 
U.S.” That caught my attention 

so I began to peruse it, wondering 
if it might lead to a little Nordic 
getaway vacation some time. 

At first I was disappointed — 
though not entirely surprised — 
that the locations of these “best 
cross-country ski trails” were 
all out west of the Mississippi 
River. The list included locations 
in Colorado, Wyoming, Alaska, 
Washington and Minnesota. Surely 
there must be something in the 
East, I thought. 

And, indeed, there was. Rikert 
Nordic Center in Ripton, Vt. There 
it was on the (virtual) pages of 
National Geographic: one of the 
best seven Nordic centers in the 

United States and the only one 
listed that is east of Michigan. 

It was a bit like reading that 
your favorite local restaurant 
(or gourmet ice cream maker, or 
beer brewer) has just won some 
big award. You know they have 
deserved it. And you also feel a 
little proud because you can say, 
“I eat there” or “I ski there.” In 
our new age of dramatic climate 
change — this Anthropocene — I 
might not trust the weather to 
provide any winter, but at least I 
can trust Rikert to do the best with 
whatever we get. And I need that 
right now. I feel like I need time 
outdoors more than ever.

win at Springfield. OV led 26-12 
at the half and hit 15 of 17 free 
throws. Elijah Tucker-Bryant and 
Hayden Bernhardt led OV with 
15 points apiece.

On Monday host Windsor took 

charge in the second and third 
quarters to defeat OV, 63-43. 
The Otters led by one after the 
first period, but an 18-2 run that 
spanned the middle quarters put 
the Jacks on the path to victory. 
Maison Fortin led Windsor with 23 

points.
Bernhardt scored 16 for OV, and 

Drew Pelkey added eight.
The 1-3 Otters were set to visit 

Brattleboro on Wednesday after the 
deadline for this edition.

TIGER SAM WARREN drives the baseline against Colchester on Dec. 23. The Tigers came up short that 
night, but other local teams picked up wins in recent action.

Independent photo/Steve James

WILLEM BERRY CONTROLS the ball for the MUHS boys’ basketball team during the Tigers’ Dec. 23 loss 
to Colchester. The Tigers are looking to even their record at 2-2 when they host Mill River this Thursday.

Independent photo/Steve James

Hoop 
(Continued from Page 1B)

Dickerson
(Continued from Page 1B)
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Want to 
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Contact Sydney for information:  
sydneys@addisonindependent.com  

or call 802-388-4944

Georgia Dune CMT, LE 
DuneSpavt@gmail.com

802-377-2507
DuneSpaVT.com

DuneSpa

Exceptional Bodywork
and Skin Care

Practitioner  Practitioner  
of the Weekof the Week

Georgia Dune,
 Licensed Esthetician 
Massage Therapist

Reflexologist

Georgia Dune is the owner 
and sole practitioner of 
DuneSpa in Middlebury. 
She has been a dedicated 
bodyworker since 2005 and 
she opened DuneSpa in 
2020. Her peaceful space 
is located in between Otter 
Creek Used Books and Otter 
Creek Yoga in Marble Works 
and all sessions and services 
are by appointment only. 
Her passion is to help people 
have less pain, not only the 
day of and after their sessions, but every day. 
The bodywork she offers; cupping and foot 
massage is deeply relaxing and makes lasting 
changes in the whole body. 

Georgia has been a Licensed Esthetician since 
2018. Body waxing and brow design are her 
current specialties and she may resume facials 
once the pandemic is over. View her DuneSpa 
Google Listing to see her brow work and read 
customer reviews.

Visit Dunespavt.com to see her full menu of 
services and client testimonials. 
Follow DuneSpa at: Facebook.com/dunespavt
Instagram.com/dunespavt

Contact Georgia at:
Dunespavt@gmail.com
802-377-2507

For more information, email 
Christy Lynn at middskibum@gmail.com
Do you like to ski? Join for some friendly competition with Friday 
afternoon races and put the smack down on your buddy. 
All skiing levels welcome (as long as you can make it down the Allen)!

Starting Friday, Jan. 14
For more information email middskibum@gmail.com 
or Margaret Eagan at eagan53@myfairpoint.net
Do you like to ski? Join for some friendly competition and awesome aprés 
parties on Friday afternoons at the Middlebury Snow Bowl. 
All skiing levels welcome (as long as you can make it down the Allen)! $25 registration fee.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON COUNTY — Otter 

Valley avenged an earlier loss to 
Middlebury to highlight recent high 
school girls’ basketball action. OV 
also won again to reach .500, while 
Mount Abraham also prevailed, but 
Vergennes picked up its first loss.
OTTERS OVER TIGERS

On Dec. 23 the Otters outlasted 
the Tigers, 37-33. OV led for most 
of the way, including by two at 
halftime, but the Tigers kept the 
pressure on throughout

Alice Keith paced OV with 12 
points, Anna Lee scored 10, and 
Brittney Jackson added seven. 
Coach Ray Counter also credited 
the defense of Ryleigh LaPorte, 
who added five points.

For the Tigers (2-2) Ivy Doran 
led the way with eight points and 
five rebounds, Hannah Turner 
scored seven and grabbed seven 

boards, Sophie Larocque scored 
six, and Ele Sellers nabbed nine 
rebounds while scoring four. 

Coach Chris Altemose credited 
the Otters: “OV played hard and 
scrappy.”  

On Tuesday the Otters evened 
their record at 3-3 by coasting past 
host Mill River, 59-30. OV led at 
the half, 34-12, and scored the first 
13 points of the third period. Lee 
led the Otters with 14 points, Keith 
scored 12, and Emily Peduto added 
eight in a balanced effort. Mallori 
Carlson scored 19 for Mill River. 

The Otters are expected to face 
a challenge at home on Thursday 
from West Rutland. 
EAGLES

On Dec. 23 Mount Abe eased past 
visiting U-32, 50-36, improving to 
4-1. Abby Reen sparked the Eagles 
with 21 points and nine rebounds, 
and Madi Gile chipped in eight 

points and four steals. Olivia Hogan 
led the Raiders with 15 points.  

The Eagles’ Tuesday game at 
Burr & Burton was postponed until 
Monday due to illness and injury 
among BBA players. 
COMMODORES

On Tuesday visiting 
Williamstown dealt the VUHS girls 
their first setback, 46-31. The game 
was tied 17-17 at the half, but the 
visitors outscored the Commodores 
18-5 in the decisive third period. 
Brianna McLaughlin sparked 
Williamstown with 22 points, 11 in 
the third quarter. 

Felicia Poirier (12 points) 
and Geneva Verburg (10) paced 
VUHS, which dropped to 3-1.

The Commodores are scheduled 
to host Winooski this Thursday at 7 
p.m.

BURLINGTON — Four 
members of the Vergennes Union 
High School indoor track and field 
team on Monday saw their first 
action of the winter — and first 
indoor competition since 2020 — 
at the University of Vermont. 

Grey Fearon posted the best 
result, taking 10th in the boys’ 

1,000-meter race in 3:29.83.
Fearon also was 16th in the 

boys’ 1,500 (5:36.03) and 18th in 
the shot put (6.82 meters). 

Torrey Hanna led the girls’ team 
by taking 15th in the long jump at 
3.37 meters. Hanna was also 20th 
at 600 meters (2:25.49) and 36th in 
the 300 (58.89).

Madeline DeGraaf finished 16th 
in the girls’ 600 (2:20.9), 34th in 
the 300 (57:52) and 27th in the 
long jump (2.07M).

Rory Couture took 26th at 55 
meters (9.3) and 35th at 300 meters 
(58.35).

Girls’ hoop: OV, Eagles are winners

VUHS indoor track opens season
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TIGER FORWARD PATIENCE Hanley tucks the puck into the goal during the Tigers girls’ hockey team’s 5-2 loss to visiting U-32 on Tuesday. 
McKenna Raymond (No. 24), who assisted, moves in on the play.

Independent photo/Steve James

“They connected a lot of the dots 
that we’ve been trying to get them 
to connect,” Robinson said. “We’ll 
get there.”

Rollason said for much of the 
game the Tigers did a good job of 
controlling U-32 standouts Alyssa 
Frazier (three goals and two assists) 
and Caitlyn Fielder (goal and 
two assists), but credited the two 
Raiders. 

“Those two were on our radar 
from the beginning, and I think we 
were disciplined to contain them,” 
Rollason said. “They made some 
adjustments, and we made some 
adjustments, too. I think those 
stronger players might have turned 
their games up as well.”

The Tigers had an edge in play 
for most of the first period and took 
the lead on a Gale power-play goal 
at 6:31. Gale picked off a clearing 
attempt at the blue line and skated 
in alone on U-32 goalie Renee 
Porter. Gale’s close range forehand 
broke in off Porter’s glove.

The Tigers soon had two more 
great chances, but Ellie Wilkinson-
Sachs fired wide from the right 
post, and Porter stopped Amelia 
Quesnel’s tip of a shot from the 
point.

Back-to-back penalties to close 
the period slowed the Tigers, 
but the best chance came when 
Tiger Lily Finn had a shorthanded 
breakaway that Porter stopped. 
Other than that, the Tigers killed 
the penalties effectively, limiting 
the Raiders to long-range shots on 
goalie Ruby Hubbell. 

Gale and Quesnel had good 
chances in the first minute of the 
second period, but momentum 
soon shifted. At 4:14 Hubbell made 

a brilliant point-blank glove save 
to rob Frazier. But at 5:32 Frazier 
stuffed a forehand home on another 
breakaway to even the score.

That opened the floodgates. 
Frazier added another breakaway 
score at 8:02, and at 10:31 Fielder 
stuffed home a Frazier feed from 
the bottom of the left circle. At 
13:45 Allie Guthrie tipped in a 
Fielder shot to complete the run, 
with Frazier getting the second 
assist. Gale had a great chance in 
the final seconds, but Porter kicked 
away her low one-timer from the 
edge of the left circle.

That save loomed large when 
the Tigers came out stronger in 
the third. Porter stopped Gale and 
Lia Calzini breakaways in the first 

minute before Patience Hanley 
made it 4-2 at 3:12 by cashing in 
Raymond’s feed from the right 
corner.

Nine minutes in Porter twice 
gave up rebounds on Hana Doria 
shots with Tigers swarming, but 
they couldn’t convert, and a minute 
later Porter snared a Quesnel bid. 

Frazier iced the win at 10:18 with 
a slapper from the top of the right 
circle, with an assist from Fielder. 

Porter finished with 18 saves 
for U-32, eight in the third period, 
while Hubbell made 24, 11 in the 
second period. 

The Tiger coaches said they 
would also like to see a better ratio 
of finishes to chances. Sometimes 
promising shots from in tight 

went wide or found the goalie’s 
midsection, something they saw 
improve as the game went on.

“There were a lot of shots to the 
body,” Rollason said. “We said let’s 
shoot low and shoot hard, and we 
saw that adjustment in the third.”

Robinson said she expects to see 
“more pucks go into the net” as the 
young Tigers gain more faith in 
their abilities at the varsity level.

“I am really happy with how 
over the last couple of games their 
confidence has become stronger,” 
she said. “These girls have a lot of 
talent, a lot of skill, a lot of heart. I 
think sometimes it takes believing 
you have it to come through on the 
ice.”

Hockey 
(Continued from Page 1B)

Get your

20
21

/2
0

22Pass
Today

season

For more information and details visit our websites.

 SNOWBOWL RIKERT 
ADULT (19-69) $529 $185
ALUM $479 $166.50
FAMILY ---- $360 
JUNIOR $410 $99
YOUTH $169 $99
SENIOR 70+ $179 $125 (62+)  
MIDD FAC/STAFF $329 $138.75
MIDD STUDENT $99 $75
UPHILL $50 ----
SH. PARENT/GUARD. $559 ----

MIDDLEBURYSNOWBOWL.COM

RIKERT.COM

Read us online at
addisonindependent.com

Memorial Sports Center
296 Buttolph Drive • Middlebury, VT

802-388-1238
info@memorialsportscenter.org
MemorialSportsCenter.org

Upcoming Events

SKATE SHARPENING
AVAILABLE DURING ALL EVENTS

Published schedules subject to change. 
See MSC website for latest updates

Free Fireworks 
AT 6:30 PM

sponsored by sponsored by 
American Legion post #27American Legion post #27

� ursday, December 30, 2021:
Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am

Friday, December 31, 2021:
Free Public Skating 7:00 - 8:30 pm 

Monday, January 3, 2022:
Public Skating 3:30 - 5:00 pm

Tuesday, January 4, 2022:
Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am

Wednesday, January 5, 2022:
Stick & Puck 2:30 - 3:45 pm

� ursday, January 6, 2022:
Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am

Friday, January 7, 2022:
Stick & Puck 3:30 - 5:00 pm

Tuesday, January 11, 2022:
Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am

� ursday, January 13, 2022:
Public Skating 9:00 - 11:00 am
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Super Pocketed Coil™ Springs
The gold standard in undisturbed 
rest.

All Simmons® mattresses are built 
so well you never have to flip them

for the life of the mattress.

   

BEAUTYSLEEP™
FIRM

      Twin Set ...... $399
     Full Set ........... $449
      Queen Set ........... $549
   King Set ................. $899

If  you’re not sleeping,  
maybe you’re doing it wrong.
Simmons Beautyrests are designed to bring you better quality sleep – 
so you’ll have more energy the next day.

   
      Twin Set ...... $995
     Full Set ......... $1399
      Queen Set ......... $1499
   King Set ............... $1799

HARMONY LUX™
EXTRA FIRM

   
      Twin Set ...... $839
     Full Set ........... $879
      Queen Set ........... $969
   King Set ................. $999

BRS900™
MEDIUM

  

L-CLASS™
PLUSH

      
     Twin XL Set ... $1919
    Full Set ............ $2249
   Queen Set ............ $2399
 King Set ................. $3039

  

L-CLASS™
EXTRA FIRM

    
       Twin XL Set ... $1619
    Full Set ............ $1949
    Queen Set ........... $2099  
King Set ................. $2739

  

L-CLASS™
MEDIUM PILLOW TOP

    
     Twin XL Set ... $2149
    Full Set ............ $2459
    Queen Set ........... $2599
  King Set ................ $3199

  

HARMONY LUX™
PLUSH

      Twin Set .... $1299
     Full Set ......... $1499
      Queen Set ......... $1999
   King Set ............... $2499

  

C-CLASS™
MEDIUM

    
      Twin XL Set .. $2419
   Full Set ........... $2749
      Queen Set ......... $2999
   King Set ............... $3839

   
      Twin Set ...... $995
     Full Set ......... $1399
      Queen Set ......... $1499
   King Set ............... $1799

SPRING GROVE™
LUXURY FIRM

1-800-261-WOOD
802-388-6297

• FREE Delivery
• FREE Set-up
• FREE Removal

    www.woodwarevt.com 

FREE
DELIVERY

Route 7 South • Middlebury VT       
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays

Monkton, VT Homeowner 
Recommends Bristol Electronics

FREE SITE EVALUATIONS

802-453-2500
BristolElectronicsVT.com

 

For over 20 years we have had a goal of owning a solar system. Bristol 
Electronics helped us to reach that goal by installing a (16) panel system. All 
of our goals were met. The price was right. The installation and quality of work 
was professional. Most importantly, we have not had to pay an electric bill 
since the installation.

Chris mentioned that I could use a roof rake to remove snow from my array 
but I taped a cloth mop to a 20’ closet rod that I had hanging around. I store 
it under the array and when the array is covered with snow I use it to gently 
brush the panels off. My array starts producing power quicker and I am very 
happy with my electric bills.

If we buy the electric car that we have been thinking about, we will have Bristol 
Electronics return and add to our system, and cover the cost of the added 
electricity. Solar has been a good investment for us.

John & Beverly Teer – Monkton, VT

SPEND THE 
WINTER WINTER 

WITH US! 

vermontsun.comMIDDLEBURY 
VERGENNES 802.388.6888

State-of-the-art equipment, pools, 
programs, classes, courts, tanning  

and more!
 36 years of original family ownership.

Stay Fit. Stay Healthy.
 

Inspiration  
Motivation 
Results

TAKE OUR VIRTUAL TOUR!

Police Log
Middlebury

Police Log
Bristol

BRISTOL — Bristol police 
in recent weeks cited a couple of 
people for driving with a criminally 
suspended license.

Police cited Timothy Paquette, 
24, of New Haven on Nov. 29 and 
ordered him to appear in Addison 
Criminal Court on Jan. 24, 2022.

Tallon Real, 19, of New Haven, 
was cited during a traffic stop on 
Dec. 12 and ordered to appear in 
court on Feb. 7.

Between Nov. 15 and Dec. 
18, Bristol police completed 37 
foot patrols, conducted seven car 
patrols, monitored traffic during 
school arrival or dismissal 22 times, 
and checked security at Mount 
Abraham Union High School 31 
times, at Bristol Elementary School 
30 times, and at local businesses 24 
times.

Police also processed 36 
fingerprint requests, verified one 
vehicle identification number, 
responded to two 911 calls made 
in error, helped two people get into 
their locked vehicles, conducted 
six welfare checks without incident 

and facilitated the return of two 
loose dogs, one allegedly stolen 
bike, one lost driver’s license and 
two abandoned backpacks.

During this period, the 
department also assisted Bristol 
Rescue twice and Vermont State 
Police three times.

In other recent activity, Bristol 
police:

• On Nov. 16, helped Bristol 
Elementary School with a truancy 
concern.

• On Nov. 17, investigated 
a report of a possible trespass 
on South Street property, but 
determined no trespass had 
occurred.

• On Nov. 17, began 
investigating a report of someone 
back in a tree line yelling at a jogger 
on South Street near the bridge at 
7:30 the previous morning.

• On Nov. 17, served someone 
with a relief from abuse order.

• On Nov. 18, received a request 
for a property watch on Mountain 
Terrace.

• On Nov. 20, responded to a 
complaint about a barking dog, 
located the owner and addressed 
the issue.

• On Nov. 22, answered a call 
to help Bristol Rescue, but the call 
was canceled en route.

• On Nov. 22, took a report 
of trespassing on Liberty Street, 
located the person involved and 
issued a notice against trespass.

• On Nov. 26, received a report 
of a downed tree blocking Plank 
Road and with help from passersby, 
removed it from the roadway.

• On Nov. 29, responded to a 
minor vehicle crash on Airport 
Drive.

• On Nov. 30, took a late report 
of a vehicle crash.

• On Nov. 30, conducted a 
property watch on West Street.

• On Dec. 2, helped Mount 
Abraham Union High School with 

a truancy concern.
• On Dec. 3, responded to a 

report of a dog that appeared to 
be in distress while it was locked 
in a vehicle on Prince Lane, but 
the vehicle was gone before police 
arrived.

• On Dec. 4, investigated a 
report of a threat made on West 
Street, but the person threatened 
did not wish to pursue charges.

• On Dec. 4, investigated 
a report of abandoned cats on 
Mountain Street and found the cats 
were being cared for.

• On Dec. 4, helped with a traffic 
hazard on Upper Notch Road.

• On Dec. 4, conducted a 
welfare check on West Street and 
determined it was likely a false 
report.

• On Dec. 5, responded to a 
two-car collision on Main Street.

• On Dec. 6, with help from 
Vermont State Police, monitored 
traffic during student arrival at 
Mount Abe.

• On Dec. 6, helped Mount 

MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police responded to an unlawful 
mischief complaint at a Buttolph 
Drive home on Dec. 22. Police 
said someone had thrown an egg 
against a wall and torn some 
papers inside the residence.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Responded to a noise 
disturbance in the Delancey Lane 
area on Dec. 20.

• On Dec. 20 referred to 
the Addison County Unit for 
Special Investigations a sexual 
assault case involving an alleged 
incident in the Main Street area.

• A s s i s t e d 
a confused 
e l d e r l y 
woman in the 
Middle Road 
neighborhood 
on Dec. 20. 
Police asked the woman’s family 
to pick her up.

• Responded to a report of 
a Boardman Street resident 
receiving obscene text messages 
on Dec. 20.

• Received a report of a verbal 
dispute involving a man and his 
ex-girlfriend at a Skyline Lane 
residence on Dec. 21. Police said 
the woman left the home.

• Received a report about 
a person experiencing mental 
health problems in the Willow 
Drive area on Dec. 21.

• Responded to a report on 
Dec. 21 of a juvenile receiving 
threatening messages from 
another juvenile.

• Helped a resident who 
locked herself out of her Cross 
Street apartment on Dec. 22.

• Received a report of a child 
injuring another child with a 
snowball at Middlebury Union 
Middle School on Dec. 22.

• Investigated a report of 
someone writing threatening 
graffiti on Middlebury Union 
High School property on Dec. 22.

• Helped a plumber get into a 
home where the Lindale Circle 
resident, experiencing mental 
health issues, had disabled her 
furnace and had no heat during 
the afternoon of Dec. 23.

• 
Received a 
report about 
the alleged 
harassment of 
a Middlebury 
College Public 

Safety call-taker on Dec. 23.
• Ticketed multiple vehicles in 

downtown Middlebury that were 
in violation of the town’s winter 
parking ban on Dec. 23.

• Responded to a report of 
loud neighbors at a Court Street 
apartment building on Dec. 24.

• Responded to a noise 
complaint at a South Pleasant 
Street residence on Dec. 24.

• Made 66 traffic stops for 
various reasons throughout the 
week, primarily on Route 7 
South, Court Street and South 
Street.

• Received a report about a 
barking dog in the Washington 
Street neighbors on Dec. 25.

Police cite driver for criminally suspended license

Eggs, torn papers 
deface Midd home

Iconic lines
A FLAG WAS caught in a curl, while the lines on the house 

and adjacent barn dominate the vista coming into Brandon from 
Forest Dale. 

Independent photo/Angelo Lynn

(See Bristol Log, Page 11B)
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Ilsley Teens: DIY English muffi n pizzas 
in Middlebury. Thursday, Dec. 30, 1 p.m., 

Ilsley Public Library, 75 Main St. Ditch the winter 
blues, grab your friends, and head to the library to 
make English muffi n pizzas. For ages 13-18.

Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro. 
Thursday, Dec. 30, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist 
Church, Route 116. Please stay in your car. Drive 
up, check-in, contact free pick up. Pot roast, with 
mashed potatoes, carrots, and gravy, dinner roll, 
chocolate raspberry cake and milk. Call Michelle 
to reserve by Sunday, Dec. 26. 802-377-1419. 
Open to anyone age 60 and up and their spouse 
of any age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may 
be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires 48-hour notice.

“Shepherd: The Story of a Jewish Dog” on 
screen in Middlebury. Thursday, Dec. 30, 7 
p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. 
From award winning director Lynn Roth, this fi lm 
sensitively portrays the timeless and unbreakable 
bond between a boy and his faithful dog as it is 
put to the ultimate test in 1930s Germany. When 
the Nuremberg Laws are passed forbidding Jews 
to own pets, Kaleb, a German Shepherd, is 
separated from his Jewish family and his beloved 
10 year old master, Joshua. What follows is a story 
of love and courage during an unforgettable time 
in history seen through the eyes and perspective 
of a dog. More info at mnff.org or townhalltheater.
org.

New Year’s Eve fi reworks and ice 
skating in Middlebury. Friday, Dec. 31, 

beginning at 6:30 p.m., Middlebury Rec Field, Mary 
Hogan Dr. American Legion Post 27 is sponsoring 
this year’s New Year’s Eve fi reworks and ice 
skating. Fireworks will begin at approximately 
6:30 p.m. When they’re done head over to the 
Memorial Sports Center and enjoy free ice skating 
from 7-8:30 p.m. 

New Year breakfast in Middlebury. Sunday, Jan. 
2, 8-10 a.m., VFW Post 7823, 530 Exchange St. 
Menu includes pancakes with Vermont maple 
syrup, sausage gravy and biscuits, bacon, hash, 
sausage, hash browns, eggs and toast, coffee 
and orange juice. Cost $10 adults/$5 children. 
Open to the public. All proceeds benefi t Veterans’ 
programs.

“Cinderella” LIVE in HD in Middlebury. Sunday, 
Jan. 2, 1 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Maple St. 
Laurent Pelly’s storybook staging of Massenet’s 
Cendrillon is presented with an all-new English 
translation in an abridged 90-minute adaptation, 
with mezzo-soprano Isabel Leonard as its rags-to-
riches princess. Encore screening of the January 1 
Met performance. Tickets $24 adults/$10 students, 
available at townhalltheater.org.

Age Well grab and go meal in Bridport. 
Tuesday, Jan. 4, 11 a.m., Bridport Congregational 

Church, Middle Rd. Chicken and biscuit, red 
potatoes, broccoli fl orets, pineapple cake and 
milk. Call Michelle to reserve by Wednesday, Dec. 
29. 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and 
up and their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-
up and delivery may be provided. Call 
TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires a 48 hour 
notice. 

Age Well sit-down meal in New Haven.
Wednesday, Jan 5, 11 a.m., Porky’s, Route 

7. Doors open at 11 a.m., meal served at 11:30 
a.m. of pulled pork, mashed potatoes, coleslaw, 
dinner roll and fruit pie for dessert. $5 suggested 
donation does not include gratuity. Advanced 
reservations only, call Michelle by Friday, Dec 31. 
802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48 hour notice. All 
participants must be fully vaccinated and masks 
must be worn unless seated and eating. 

“From Rembrandt to Vincent Van Gogh and 
Beyond” virtual lecture. Wednesday, Jan. 5, 7 
p.m., Vermont Humanities Council. Author and 
artist Carol Berry describes how Rembrandt, 
Delacroix, Millet and other artists inspired Vincent 
Van Gogh to develop a personal and universal 
language that ultimately resonated with 20th 
century artists. Register at vermonthumanities.
org/first-wednesdays/library-schedules/first-
wednesdays-middlebury.

Green Mountain Club cross-country 
ski in Ripton. Thursday, Jan. 6, Goshen Dam. A 
2-4 mile ski to Goshen Dam, depending on route, 
snow conditions, and if group prefers to do as 
a loop. If snow is not good, will do as a hike or 
snowshoe. Contact Morris Earle at morrisearle@
gmail.com with questions or to register.

Age Well sit-down meal in Middlebury. 
Friday, Jan. 7, 11 a.m., VFW, 530 Exchange 

St. Doors open at 11 a.m., meal served at 11:30 
a.m. of roast pork with gravy, mashed potatoes, 
broccoli fl orets, roll, carrot cake and milk. 
Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Wednesday, Dec. 29. 802-377-1419. 
$5 suggested donation. Please bring your own 
place setting. Open to anyone age 60 and up 
and their spouse of any age. Free ride may be 
provided. Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. 
TVT requires a 48 hour notice. All participants 
must be fully vaccinated and masks must be worn 
unless seated and eating.

Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro. Friday, 
Jan. 7, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church 
Route 116. Please stay in your car. Drive up, 
check-in, contact free pick up. Chicken and biscuit, 
red potatoes, broccoli fl orets, pineapple cake and 
milk. Call Michelle to reserve by Wednesday, Dec. 
29. 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up 
and their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up 
and delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 802-
388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 48 hour notice.

Green Mountain Club hike in Ripton.
Saturday, Jan. 8, Spirit in Nature, Goshen Rd. 

Easy to moderate hike on the Spirit in Nature 
trails, 3-4 miles maximum, minimal elevation gain. 
Depending on conditions snowshoes, microspikes 
and poles recommended. Contact leader Liana 
Merrill at merrill.liana@gmail.com to get details 
and register.

Book sale in Middlebury. Saturday, Jan. 8, 11 a.m.-
2:30 p.m., Community Room, Ilsley Public Library, 
75 Main St. The Friends of Ilsley Public Library are 
holding this sale.

Takeout-only roast pork supper in Vergennes.
Saturday, Jan. 8, 5-6 p.m., Vergennes United 
Methodist Church, Main Street (across from the 
Vergennes Opera House). Roast pork, stuffi ng, 
mashed potatoes, gravy, vegetable, applesauce 
and dessert. Adults $12. Take out preorder only. 
Must place order by 7 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 6. To 
order call 802-877-3150. 

Age Well and Vergennes 
Seniors in-person luncheon in 

Vergennes. Tuesday, Jan. 11, 10 a.m., 
Vergennes Congregational Church, 30 South 

Water St. Doors open at 10 a.m. Meal served at 
11:45 a.m. of chicken corn chowder, crackers, 

broccoli, wheat roll, chocolate chip cookies and 
milk. Advanced reservations only. Call Michelle 
to reserve by Wednesday, Jan. 5. 802-377-
1419. $5 suggested donation. Please bring 

your own place setting. Open to anyone age 
60 and up and their spouse of any age. 
Local bus provided. Call TVT at 802-388-
2287 to arrange. TVT requires a 48 hour 

notice. All participants must be fully vaccinated 
and masks must be worn unless seated. 

Enchilada dinner fundraiser in Lincoln. Tuesday, 
Jan. 11, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Burnham Hall, 52 E. 
River Rd. Stop in for a take-out only to benefi t the 
Lincoln Library. There will be veggie and cheese 
enchiladas but no vegan. The veggie fi lling will be 
squash based. It will be very hearty with cheese 
and red sauce. The chicken will have a base 
of green sauce and the beef will be red-sauce 
based. The food will be rich in fl avors but not 
spicy. No pre-orders for this event. Food served 

in compostable boxes. Please don’t bring 
your own containers. 

Green Mountain Club snowshoe in Hancock. 
Wednesday, Jan. 12. Snowshoe north from 
Middlebury Gap on the Long Trail to Silent Cliffs 
and towards Burnt Hill turnoff. 1-2 miles each way, 
depending on group interest. Strenuous. Contact 
Morris Earle at morrisearle@gmail.com with 
questions or to register.

Age Well grab and go meal in Shoreham.
Wednesday, Jan. 12, 11 a.m.-noon, Halfway 
House, Route 22A. Pick up at back door, meals 
will be brought out. Chicken and biscuit, mashed 
potatoes, stuffi ng, coleslaw and dessert. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any age. 
Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be provided. 
Call TVT at 802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires 
a 48 hour notice. Call the restaurant to reserve at 
least 24-hours in advance. 802-897-5160. 

“The Elephant in the Room” virtual lecture series 
on Zoom. Wednesday, Jan. 12, 7 p.m. In “Picturing 
Difference: Photography, Democracy, and Race in 
the 19th Century,” Michelle Smiley will discuss 
American daguerreotype portraiture, its uses as 
both as a scientifi c instrument and as a means of 
picturing loved ones, as well as the photographic 
portrait as a medium of democratic participation, 
particularly for African American, Asian and 
female subjects. More info and registration at 
henrysheldonmuseum.org/events.

Age Well grab and go meal in Vergennes. 
Thursday, Jan. 13, 11 a.m., St Peter’s Parish Hall, 
85 S. Maple St Please stay in your car. Drive up, 
check-in, contact free pick up. Turkey burger with 
gravy, sweet potatoes, three-bean mix, roll, carrot 
cake and milk. Call Michelle to reserve by Sunday, 
Jan. 9. 802-377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 
and up and their spouse of any age. Free ride or 
pick-up and delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 
802-388-2287 to inquire. TVT requires a 48 hour 
notice. 

Age Well grab and go meal in Starksboro.
Friday, Jan. 14, 3:30 p.m., Starksboro Baptist 
Church, Route 116. Please stay in your car. Drive 
up, check-in, contact free pick up. Turkey burger 
with gravy, sweet potatoes, three-bean mix, roll, 
carrot cake and milk. Advanced reservations only. 
Call Michelle to reserve by Sunday, Jan. 9. 802-
377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 

calendarcommunity

CLOSED UNTIL JANUARY 4, 2022.
51 OSSIE RD.  |   EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-989-7220

We will be closed 
until January 4th

to give our sta	  a 
well deserved break. 

Thank you for a 
great 2021 and 

here’s to a better 
2022!

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

info@addisoncountypcc.org • addisoncountypcc.org • 388-3171

Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

141A Main Street, Vergennes • 802-877-6200
Open Mon-Fri - 10:00am-4:00pm • Sat 10:00am-2:00pm

SweetCharityVT.com • info@sweetcharityvt.com
Open Mon-Fri - 10:00am-4:00pm • Sat 10:00am-2:00pm

Not sure about 
what to do with your 

HOLIDAY 
DECORATIONS?
Bring them to Sweet Charity! 

We love donations 
(and they’re tax deductible).
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ONGOING
HEALTH & WELLNESS
Al-Anon meetings in Middlebury. For a list of online 

meetings visit vermontalanonalateen.org. Online 
Sundays, 7:15 p.m. and Wednesdays, 1:30 p.m. To 
speak to an Al-Anon member, call (866-972-5266) 
and an Al-Anon member will call you back. 

Beginner Tai Chi for Fall Prevention (Parts 1&2) in 
Vergennes. Tuesdays and Thursdays, Sept. 7-Oct. 
28, 9:30-10:30 a.m., St. Peter’s Catholic Parish Hall, 
85 S. Maple St. Contact: Dan Bagley at bagzs@
yahoo.com and Lee Francis lhfrancis839@gmail.
com and Beverly Blakeney beverlyblakeney@gmail.
com.

In-Depth Tai Chi for Fall Prevention in Vergennes.
Thursdays, Sept. 9-Oct. 28, 10:45 a.m.-11:45 a.m., 
St. Peter’s Catholic Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. 
Contact: Dan Bagley at bagzs@yahoo.com and 
Lee Francis lhfrancis839@gmail.com and Beverly 
Blakeney beverlyblakeney@gmail.com.

Sun Style 73 Tai Chi in Middlebury. Wednesdays, 
Sept. 15-Dec. 8, 10-11:30 a.m., Middlebury Rec 
Center, 154 Creek Rd. To sign up contact instructors 
Doreen Peterson at doreenvermont@gmail.com, or 
Beverly Blakeney at beverlyblakeney@gmail.com.

Sun Style 73 Tai Chi in Vergennes. Tuesdays, Sept. 
7-Oct. 26, 10:45 a.m.-noon, St. Peter’s Catholic 
Parish Hall, 85 S. Maple St. Contact: Dan Bagley at 
bagzs@yahoo.com and Lee Francis lhfrancis839@
gmail.com and Beverly Blakeney beverlyblakeney@
gmail.com.

Virtual Diabetes self-management program.
Tuesdays, Oct. 26-Dec. 7, 4- 6:30 p.m., 
Zoom. Free. Registration at 802-388-
8860 or cthorn@portermedical.org .
Yoga Philosophy virtual discussion 
with Prem Prakash. Tuesdays, 7:30 
p.m., Zoom. Go to Ilsley Public Library 
website to register: ilsleypubliclibrary.
org.

New year, old books
GET SOME GOOD reading material at great prices 

at the Friends of Ilsley Library book sale on Saturday, 
Jan. 8, from 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m. in the Middlebury public 
library’s Community Room. 
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Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics 

802-388-8999
Middlebury

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
388-6054

M-F 7:15-5:30 & Sat. 8-3
countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

We’ve Got You Covered!

Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations to:

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol 
802.453.2381  •  JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 
• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5

Students

Way to go
all area 

students!

All Students

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT
802-388-3371

Congratulations

Stop by to grab 
your mug!

Proud to 
offer a free 
mug to all 
Students of 
the Week!

Congratulations

802-388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the Week from all area high schools 
will receivea gift certificate from Vermont Book 

Shop and a mug from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!
If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week 

contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

LOOKING FORWARD TO A GREAT 2022!LOOKING FORWARD TO A GREAT 2022!
Students at Vergennes, Otter Valley, Mount Abraham and  

Middlebury Union High Schools are gearing up for another year of learning, 
growing and sharing. We wish you all the best!

Reach for the stars  
students!

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury selectboard is 
reviewing a first draft of a fiscal 
year 2023 municipal budget 
calling for $12 million in 
spending, which would represent 
a 4.3% increase over the current 
budget of $11.51 million.

The resulting $500,000 surge in 
expenses would require a 5-cent 
bump in Middlebury’s municipal 
tax rate, pushing it from the 
current 79.68 cents per $100 in 
property value to 84.67 cents.

But it’s very likely the current 
budget draft will undergo changes 
before it’s placed before voters 
in March. The selectboard will 
spend the next month looking 
for cuts and revenue adjustments 
to minimize the impact on local 
property taxpayers. 
FY2023 BUDGET DRAFT

Middlebury Town Manager 
Kathleen Ramsay presented the 
budget draft to the selectboard 
on Tuesday, Dec. 14. It reflects a 
level-service approach next year 
(July 1, 2022-June 20, 2023) in 
the areas of administration, public 
works, parks & recreation, library, 
police, capital projects and other 
non-education amenities for local 
residents.

While no new major initiatives 
are contemplated, Ramsay 
explained more money is needed to 
simply maintain current programs 

and services. She offered a series 
of “major drivers” and fixed costs 
that are chiefly responsible for the 
potential budget increase. They 
include:

• A combined $217,573 rise in 
contracted employee wages and 
benefits. Specifically, wages are 
pegged to go up 4.5%, and benefits 
are slated for a 3.5% bump.

• A 9.6% jump in capital 
improvement projects, 
representing a $137,366 increase 
over the $1,438,219 that was 
allocated for that category last 
year. Projects included on the 
list include sidewalk projects on 
Washington Street and Seminary 
Street extensions; and road 
construction on Colonial Drive, 
Cady Road, Lower Foote Street, 
Maecliff Court and North Leno 
Lane, among others.

• A 27.5% ($117,219) 
increase for the replacement of 
town equipment, including four 
public works vehicles due for 
replacement. 

• A 1.3% ($4,321) increase 
in anticipated equipment 
maintenance expenses.

Public works and police are 
the biggest expense categories 
for fiscal year 2023, pegged at 
$3,664,037 and $2,514,268, 
respectively.
REVENUE SIDE

Meanwhile, property taxes 
($8,057,972) are by far the biggest 

revenue source that would be 
tapped for next year’s draft budget 
of $12,010,992. 

Other pieces of the pie 
tentatively include $392,462 in 
previous year surplus funds, $1 
million in local option tax surplus 
money, $1,244,588 in gifts and 
payments from Middlebury 
College, $529,250 from town 
government service charges, 
$389,520 in town inter-fund and 
school transfers, and $397,200 in 
state and federal revenues.

This year’s audit will reveal just 
how much budget surplus will be 
at the town’s disposal, and the local 
option tax continues to exceed 
town officials’ expectations.

“Local option tax receipts have 
been robust,” said Ramsay, who 
produced statistics to back up her 
statement. 

It was in 2008 that Middlebury 
implemented — with voter 
approval — a 1% tax on sales, 
rooms, meals and alcohol to help 
pay off its share of the $16 million 
Cross Street Bridge project. 
Middlebury College agreed to 
pay $9 million of the costs. The 
annual debt service amounts to 
around $650,000, and receipts 
have been comfortably exceeding 
that. Receipts in fiscal years 2019 
and 2020 were $1,062,757 and 
$1,009,487, respectively. And 
that’s in spite of a downtown 

Middlebury selectboard eyes 
preliminary 4% spending hike

Enchilada meal to benefit library
(See Spending, Page 11B)

LINCOLN — Stop by Burnham 
Hall for a take-out only enchilada 
dinner fundraiser to benefit the 
Lincoln Library on Tuesday, 
Jan. 11, from 4:30  to 6:30 p.m. 
This will be a fun and delicious 
way to celebrate and support our 
community. There will be veggie 
and cheese enchiladas but no 
vegan. The veggie filling will 
be squash based. It will be very 
hearty with cheese and red sauce. 
The chicken will have a base of 
green sauce and the beef will be 
red-sauce based. The food will be 
rich in flavors but not spicy. 

No pre-orders for this event. The 

food will be served for two hours 
or until sold out. This fundraiser 
is take-out only. The food will 
be served in compostable boxes, 
so please do not bring your own 
containers. 

There is no suggested donation. 
Please give generously. Checks 
made payable to the Lincoln 
Library are welcome. No need to 
bring cash. COVID protocols will 

be in place, so please wear a mask. 
Hope to see you there!

FROM THE TOWN: Christmas 
tree chipping will be happening 
on Saturday, Jan. 8, from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the Lincoln Transfer 
Station. Turn that lovely old 
Christmas tree into garden mulch 
for yourself or your Lincoln 
friends and neighbors!

Sargent’s Tree Service is 
generously donating free 
conversion of your Christmas tree 
to useful garden woodchip mulch. 
Please bring just your tree with no 
wires, lights or ornaments.

Until next time… Happy New Year!

NEWS

Lincoln

Made you look!
THIS SCARECROW FOUND dangling from the roof of a home in Brandon last week sure does its job.

Independent photo/Angelo Lynn
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration 
carpentry/contractors
computers
construction
dental services

engineering
excavation
firewood
flooring

heating &
    air conditioning
home inspections
masonry
paintingBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

COMPUTERS

1438 S. Brownell Rd. • PO Box 159 • Williston, VT 05495
802-862-5590 • www.gmeinc.biz

Alan Huizenga, P.E., President
Steven L. Palmer, P.E.

Brad Washburn, P. E. • Montpelier

“INNOVATIVE ENGINEERING SOLUTIONS 
WITH A COMMON SENSE APPROACH

DELIVERED TO OUR CLIENTS IN A
PROFESSIONAL, COST EFFECTIVE AND 

PERSONAL MANNER”

ENGINEERING

PLACE YOUR AD HERE

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING FURNACES

DO YOU WINTERIZE HOUSES? 
YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

CALL 802-388-4944

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

Dupont Auto
4087 States Prison Hollow Rd

Monkton Ridge, VT 05469
(802)453-3562 • dupontauto7@gmail.com
Full service shop. We do comprehensive 
Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs from 
Oil Changes to Engine Rebuilds and 
Replacements. Our Body/Collision Shop does 
all levels of repair and restoration. 

24 hour towing and road side service.

DENTAL SERVICES

      Bristol Park Dental

6 PARK PLACE, BRISTOL, VT    802.453.7700

 BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

We are here for all of your dental needs, 
and offer the highest quality comprehensive 
care.  We are proud to bring the full range 
of dental services to our community, and to 
be your premiere implant provider.

Where a Happy, Healthy Smile is a Walk in the Park!

Accepting all insurances, and in network with Delta Dental, 
CIGNA, United Concordia, & CBA Blue.  No insurance? 

No problem.  Dental membership plans now available!

The PC Medic of Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont is now offering 

socially-distanced 
computer services.

Call for a remote tune-up 
today, and get your PC
running correctly again!

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

802-453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

FLOORING

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.
Interior & Exterior

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free 
Estimates 

References 

Fully 
Insured

Hummingbird
   Paint &
   Carpentry

Interior/Exterior 

802-377-2030
New Haven, VT

Fully 
Insured

Free
Estimates

PAINTING

NEED A PAINTER?
BOOK NOW FOR SPRING!

HOME INSPECTIONS

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

FLOORING

ADVERTISE HERE TOADVERTISE HERE TO
FILL YOUR CALENDARFILL YOUR CALENDAR
CALL 802-388-4944.CALL 802-388-4944.

WINTER IS HERE!WINTER IS HERE!

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation 
Insulation • Replacement

Plasma Art • Torches • Welding 
Plasma Table • Duct Cleaning

H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local!   802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation
Insulation • Replacement

Duct Cleaning
H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local! 802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING

www.vermontcustommoldings.com

EXCAVATION

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

DO YOU DO YOU 
CLEAN  CLEAN  
FURNACES?  FURNACES?  
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

SIDING

STORAGE
4 Sizes ~ Self-locking units
Hardscrabble Rd., Bristol

Monthly prices
6’x12’ $30 • 8’x12’ $45

10’x12’ $55 • 12’x21’ $75

VISIT US ON 
FACEBOOK www.livingstonfarmlandscape.com

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting

plumbing
property management
registration assistance
renewable energy

roofing
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
storage

surveying
tree service
wood heating

SURVEYING

CHECK US OUT
ONLINE AT

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

CHECK US
OUT

ONLINE AT
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

STORAGE

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

LOOK HERE FIRST!!

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 802-388-4944 or email advertising@addisonindependent.com for details.

WOOD HEATINGWOOD HEATING

DO YOU SELL WOOD?DO YOU SELL WOOD?
CLEAN CHIMNEYS?CLEAN CHIMNEYS?

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Rodney Orvis, L.S.

Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys
FEMA Elevation Certificates

135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 
388-3511    shortsurveying@gmail.com

PLUMBING

YOUR AD
SHOULD BE HERE!

ADVERTISING@ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

WOOD HEATING

PAINTING

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Phone (802) 537-3555

as seen at Addison County Field Days!
Michael Doran

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Made You Look
Imagine what
this space
could do for
your business

GETGET
RESULTS!RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC
JEANNE MILLER (802) 349-8483 • roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com

2877 Ethan Allen, Highway, Unit 2, New Haven, VT. 05472

NEW SNOWMOBILE OR ATV?NEW SNOWMOBILE OR ATV?
We can register it!
We can register all cars, trucks and

RV’s here in Addison County!

Acorn Painting

Interior/
Exterior

Honest
Dependable

Fully 
Insured

Mike Dever • michael@acornpainting.com
802-453-5611  (c) 802-373-9176

Acorn Painting

Battell
Block

• 6’x5’: $30
• 6’x7’: $35
• 5’x10’: $40
• 8’x7’: $45
• 5’x11’: $45
• 6’x11’: $50
• Bike storage 
  $10/month

Climate Controlled Storage UnitsClimate Controlled Storage Units

CONVENIENT 

DOWNTOWN LOCATION

Call or email today
802.231.1311

gciffo@neddere.com  
www.nedderealestate.com

Monthly Rates

GET RESULTS!GET RESULTS!
ADVERTISE ADVERTISE HEREHERE

Reach Thousands 
through our

Advertising Section 
List YOUR Business where 

people look for local services 
for home improvements 

of all kinds.

Call or email the 
Addison Independent

802-388-4944
advertising@addisonindependent.com

BUSINESS & SERVICES
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DEADLINES: Thurs. noon for Mon. paper
Mon. 5 p.m. for Thurs. paper

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! 
An ad placed for consecutive issues (Mondays & Thursdays) is run 4th time free!

PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial re-
sponsibility for errors in ads, but will rerun 
classified ad in which the error occurred. 
No refunds will be possible. Advertiser 
will please notify us of any errors which 
may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
www.addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

R
A

TE
S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

Public Meetings

AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking.  
Middlebury hosts online 
meetings, Sunday nights 
at 7:15 pm and Wednes-
days at 1:30 pm.  Visit 
vermontalanonalateen.org 
for the link and list of other 
meetings in the region.  If 
you’d like to speak to an 
Al-Anon member, call our 
answering service (866-
972-5266) and an Al-Anon 
member will call you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meetings 
are suspended until further 
notice.  For a list of local 
virtual meetings visit http://
bit.ly/district9aa.  For more 
information visit https://
aavt.org/ or call the 24 hour 
hotline at 802-388-9284.

VERGENNES FREE 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experi-
ence, their search for it, 
and/or their rejection of it, 
without having to accept 
anyone else’s beliefs or 
having to deny their own. 
Meetings are held with a 
high regard for compas-
sion and inclusion without 
judgment or exception.  If 
you think we can help, 
please join us on Thurs-
days at 6pm by contacting 
Vergennesfreethinkers@
gmail.com for Zoom and 
in-person meeting infor-
mation.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is temporarily closed.  
Due to COVID-19 we are 
now holding our meetings 
online. For up-to-date infor-
mation on how to access 

recovery services remotely 
please visit  https://turning-
pointaddisonvt.org/covid-
19-page-2/.’

VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

The Addison Northwest School District 
has the following vacancies:

Student Attendance/Office Assistant (VUHS) – full-
time, extended school year position. [SchoolSpring Job ID:  
3741063]

Administrative Assistant for Office of Learning 
(Central Office) – year-round, four day per week position.
[SchoolSpring Job ID:  3745855]

Paraeducators (VUHS, VUES, FCS) – full-time, school year 
positions. [SchoolSpring Job ID:  3747900]
 

Interested applicants should review more details and apply online at 
SchoolSpring.com and using the Job IDs listed.

Highway Maintenance
The Town of Hinesburg is seeking 

individuals to fill various positions 
within the Highway Department. A valid 
VT issued CDL is required. Full-time and 
seasonal positions are available. Full-time 
positions offer competitive pay and an 
excellent benefits package.

A $2,000 bonus will be given upon 
successful completion of a 6-month 
probation period for both full-time and 
seasonal positions.

To learn more about these opportunities, 
please contact the Town Manager at todit@
hinesburg.org or 482-4206. A job description 
and employment application are located on 
the town website Hinesburg.org. 

The Town of Hinesburg is an equal opportunity employer.  

Our friends at Age Well - and the local 
older Vermonters they serve - need your help!

There is a critical shortage of Meals on Wheels volunteers in Middlebury, Vergennes, and Bridport. The time 
commitment is based on your availability -- it can vary from one day a week to two days a month (weekdays only). 

Delivery is typically from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. For more information, please contact the Volunteer Offi ce: 
volunteer@agewellvt.org or 802-662-5249 or visit https://www.agewellvt.org/giving-back.

Please contact us at 802-388-6388
Web: www.sccvt.org    |    Email:  denise.smith@sccvt.org

Begin a career in 2022, 
don’t start a job. 

Spend your time doing work
that makes a real difference.

We need great people
who want to help great people.

Are you compassionate, kind, resilient, and adaptable? 
Specialized Community Care is seeking unique individuals 
who will act as mentors, coaches, and friends to provide 
support for adults in Addison, Rutland, Franklin and Chittenden 
Counties with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. This 
is a fun and rewarding career spent “Off the Couch.” We 
provide extensive training, support, professional growth and 
advancement opportunities in a family work environment. We 
offer pay increases after a probationary period and further 
advancement and pay for self-paced skill building. We want 
to hire your values and train the skills that will help make you 
successful. 

Let’s talk!

Director of School Business
Management & Finance

Patrice Alexander, Administrative Assistant
Hannaford Career Center

51 Charles Avenue, Midd., VT 05753
802-382-1012

palexander@pahcc.org

Patricia A. Hannaford Regional Technical 
School District is seeking a Director 
of  School Business Management and 
Finance to manage and execute the 
fiscal and business affairs of  its school 
district. The successful candidate will 
demonstrate a strong background in 
accounting and finance with a solid 
understanding of  a school-based chart 
of  accounts. Interested applicants 
should submit a letter of  interest, 
résumé, three letters of  reference, 
and any applicable transcripts and/or 
certificates via Schoolspring or mail/
email to:

HANDYMAN Services 
Middlebury, VT. Contact 
Theron Riley at 802-989-
7388.

WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

FREE CAMP WOOD. 
You haul away. Monday 
- Wednesday pick up. 453-
2897.

Help Wanted

AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including 
bar leadership, daytime 
prep and evening shifts.  
Ample opportunities for 
growth in a positive work 
environment.  Please stop 
in for an application or 
email Joe at joe@ameri-
canflatbread.com. EOE.

Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

GREAT
JOB

OPPORTUNITIES

Manufacturing Associate
Looking for a new opportunity in a fun, friendly, fast-paced 

work environment with competitive pay and excellent 
benefits? Come join the team at Vermont Coffee Company, 

now part of Stonewall Kitchen’s Family of brands!

The Manufacturing Associate’s primary focus is to pack
the roasted coffee and to ensure the final presentation 

meets the highest quality standards.

Must be able to lift and pull up to 45lbs.
Schedule is 32 hours/week Monday-Friday starting at 8am.

Complete the online application
at www.stonewallkitchen.com/jamminjobs

The health and safety of our employees is our highest 
priority. We follow all CDC, Vermont, and local guidelines 

with regard to COVID-19.
Because we are a sensory-sensitive company we cannot employ smokers.

3
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CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

OLD & Used
guns wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

For Rent
ADDISON: Senior couple 
interested in volunteerism, 
growing veggies & practic-
ing music, seeking house-
mate to lend a hand with 
snow/yard work. $550/
mo. + utils. Must be cat-
friendly. 802-863-5625 or 
HomeShareVermont.org 
for application. Interview, 
refs, background checks 
req. EHO

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com

Att. Farmers
FOR SALE: SAWDUST 
delivered.  85 cubic yard 
loads.  Call Paul for pric-
ing.  802-623-6731.

SEEKING VISIONARY, 
motivated partners to es-
tablish organic, permac-
ulture farming on already 
totally setup small farm 
in Orwell for purpose of 
integration into the loca-
vore movement. Contact 
thetriballands@gmail.com

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agitat-
ing, liquid manure hauling, 
drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

All real estate 
advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to 
the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national 
origin, sexual orientation, 
or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real 
estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-
8590. For the Washington, 
DC area please call HUD 
at 426-3500.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

For Rent 
MIDDLEBURY BRIAR-
WOOD APARTMENTS 
is currently taking wait-
list applications for 2- br 
apartments. No smoking/
No pets. Income limits 
apply- rent based on in-
come- 2 person minimum 
occupancy.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity. Handicapped 
accessible.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com. 

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

WARNING
COUNTY OF ADDISON ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A Section 133(3)(a). the taxpayers of the County of Addison 
are hereby given notice that the annual meeting to discuss the final budget 
for 2022-2023 will be held at 9:30 am on Friday, January 14, 2022. Due to the 
pandemic, the meeting will be held virtually. If interested in attending this virtual 
meeting, please contact the Addison County Clerk at addisoncountyclerk@
gmail.com or 802-388-1966. You will be provided an email link to the meeting 
approximately three days prior to the meeting. More information and extra copies 
of the budget may also be obtained by contacting the Addison County Clerk.
Patricia Ross, Assistant Judge & Jacqueline D. McLean, Assistant Judge

REVENUE 2022-2023
County Tax 0.005461 Estimate $275,355.00
Interest Earned $50.00
Miscellaneous Income $15.00
Passports $5,000.00
Wills for Safekeeping $6,000.00
Total Income $286,420.00

EXPENSES Court
Contingency $300.00
Contracted Services $5,010.00
Dues & Membership $1,000.00
Insurance $2,700.00
Passport/Budget Advertising $1,700.00
Office Expense $3,500.00
Court Personnel Benefits $5,260.00
Salaries $66,707.00
Audit $7,700.00
Court Subtotal $93, 877.00

Probate Court
Contingency $400.00
Dues $500.00
Training & Education $100.00
Supplies/Equipment $100.00
Probate Court Subtotal $1,100.00

Sheriff’s Building
Building & Grounds $11,000.00
Capital Improvements $2,500.00
Custodial $4,000.00
Inspections $2,200.00
Insurance $4,300.00
Utilities $17,000.00
Sheriff’s Building Subtotal $41,000.00

Sheriff’s Department
Insurance/Bonds $21,000.00
Radio $1,000.00
Office Supplies $500.00
Telephone $4,000.00
Training $24,000.00
Valcour  $5,500.00
Personnel Total Benefits $10,603.00
Total Salaries $73,840.00
Sheriff’s Department Subtotal $140,443.00
Sheriff Capital Reserve $10,000.00
Total Expenses $286,420.00

TOWN OF ADDISON
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Addison Planning Commission will hold a monthly meeting on Monday, 
January 17, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. at the Addison Town Clerk’s Office.
To consider the following:

1. To approve the meeting minutes for October 18, 2021. There was no 
meeting in November.

2. To transact any business found necessary before the board.
3. To allow time for public comment interaction at beginning of the meeting.
4. We need to work on updating & referencing some sections for 

implementing Subdivision & Zoning Regulations into the Town Plan. 
Continue to work on definitions & reviewing The Vermont State Statutes 
(Chapter 117).

5. Continue working on items that are considered projects in progress at the 
January
meeting & continue to review the Zoning Regulations pertaining to 
Districts & their sections.

6. We will review the revised notes on items that the Z.A. helped with. 
(Zoning) PUDS and Density-zoning, tables & road frontages within the 
districts. Jeff Kauffman is putting the changes into the copies on the 
laptop for reviewing.

7. Planning for a WORK meeting in the near future to continue a copy 
for rough draft.

Starr Phillips
Vice Chair & Secretary

Addison Planning Commission

WARNING 
ANNUAL MEETING, FIRE DISTRICT #1  

EAST MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT
The legal voters of Fire District #1 in the Town of Middlebury are hereby 

warned and notified to meet at the Sarah Partridge Community House, 431 
East Main Street, East Middlebury on Monday, January 10, 2022, at 7:00 PM to 
transact the following business, to wit:

FIRST:  To hear, discuss and act upon the reports from the Prudential 
Committee, the Treasurer/Collector of Water Rents, and the Auditor.

SECOND:  To hear reports from the Fire Department, the Historical Society, 
the Sarah Partridge Library, and the Town of Middlebury.

THIRD:  To elect Officers of the District as follows: 
 • A Moderator 
 • A Clerk 
 • A Treasurer/Collector of Water Rents 
 • An Auditor 
 • A Member of the Prudential Committee to serve for three years 
 • A Member of the Prudential Committee to serve for two years

FOURTH:  To vote a tax on the taxable property within the District sufficient 
to defray maintenance and other expenses of the Sarah Partridge Community 
House, the Sarah Partridge Library, the Curtiss Recreation Area, and the Harry 
Goodro Recreation Area.

FIFTH:  To see if the voters of the Fire District will give the Prudential 
Committee authority to borrow money on the credit of the District to make 
emergency repairs on the water system.

SIXTH:  To transact any other business that may properly come before the 
meeting.
 Dated at East Middlebury, Vermont  
 December 9, 2021 
 Jason Larocque, Chairperson

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
SELECTBOARD
PUBLIC HEARING on

PRELIMINARY PROPOSED TOWN GENERAL FUND BUDGET
FY23 (July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023)

 Tuesday, January 11, 2022 - 7:10 p.m. 
 Large Conference Room

Town Offices, 77 Main Street, Middlebury, Vermont 05753
And via videoconference (see details below)

The January 11th budget hearing is your opportunity to share your input on 
the FY23 budget!  Your comments, suggestions and input are important and 
appreciated.  If you can’t make the meeting on the 11th, we invite you to submit 
your input via e-mail, kramsay@townofmiddlebury.org, or mail, 77 Main Street, 
Middlebury, Vermont 05753.

Copies of the proposed budget may be obtained from the Town’s website, 
www.townofmiddlebury.org/, at the Town Manager’s office, 77 Main Street, or by 
calling 802-458-8000.

 If you need special accommodations to attend this meeting, please contact the 
Town Manager’s Office as early as possible.

 
To view and participate in the budget hearing:

Zoom URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85243448822
 

By phone: 1 646 558 8656
Webinar ID: 852 4344 8822

 
For view-only access:

For those wishing to watch but not participate, the hearing will be livestreamed 
to MCTV’s YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont 

and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071.

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT      

PROBATE DIVISION
ADDISON UNIT

DOCKET NO. 21-PR-06397
IN RE THE ESTATE OF 

RODNEY L. MORRIS
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the creditors of the estate of 

Rodney L. Morris late of Holiday, 
Florida. I have been appointed to 
administer this estate.  All creditors 
having claims against the decedent or 
the estate must present their claims 
in writing within four (4) months of the 
first publication of this notice.  The 
claim must be presented to me at 
the address listed below with a copy 
sent to the Court.  The claim may be 
barred forever if it is not presented 
within the four (4) month period.
Dated: December 22, 2021

Robert Morris, Administrator
c/o F. Rendol Barlow

PO Drawer 351,
Middlebury, VT 05753

frbarlow@langrock.com
Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 12/30/21
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Probate Court,
7 Mahady Court,
Middlebury VT 05753

PROPOSED STATE RULES
By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication in 

newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the public a chance 
to respond to the proposals. The public notices for administrative rules are now 
also available online at https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules/ . The law requires 
an agency to hold a public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested to do so in 
writing by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or special needs 
please call or write the contact person listed below as soon as possible. 

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s), obtain copies 
of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding proposed rule(s), please call 
or write the contact person listed below. You may also submit comments in writing 
to the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules, State House, Montpelier, 
Vermont 05602 (802-828-2231).

Electrical Safety Rules - 2020.
Vermont Proposed Rule: 21P040
AGENCY: Electricians Licensing Board
CONCISE SUMMARY: The Proposed Vermont Electrical Safety Rules will 
update the technical codes and standards, including the adoption of the 2020 
edition of the National Electrical Code (N.E.C.) also known as the National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 70. This will better coordinate the license 
examination with the state apprenticeship program, establishes an expiration 
date for a permit and a process for refunding permit fees. The rules also provide 
requirements for filing an electrical work notice, inspection and energizing 
procedures, details powers of enforcement and licensing disciplinary procedure. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: John Black, Chief Electrical 
Inspector, Division of Fire Safety - Dept. of Public Safety, 1311 US Route 302, 
Suite 500, Barre, VT 05641 Tel: 802-479-7576 Fax: 802-479-4446 Email: john.
black@vermont.gov URL: https://firesafety.vermont.gov. 
FOR COPIES: Robert Sponable, Deputy Director, Division of Fire Safety - 
Department of Public Safety 1311 US Route 302, Suite 600, Barre, VT 05641 
Tel: 802-479-7566 Fax: 802-479-7562 Email: robert.sponable@vermont.gov.

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

Let us help you sift through the complexities of the Fair 
Housing Law. Stay legal.  Stay on the right side of the 
nation’s Fair Housing Law.

Call the Addison Independent at (802) 388-4944. 
Talk to our sales professionals.

It’s against the law to discriminate when advertising housing. 
Its easier to break the law than you might think. You can’t say 
“no children” or “adults only.” There’s a lot you can’t say. The 
Federal Government is watching for such discrimination.

It’s against the law to 
discriminate 

TOWN OF BRISTOL
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Bristol Development Review Board will hold the following hearings on 
January 11th beginning at 7:00 P.M. The hearings will be held in person at the 
Town Office, located at 1 South Street.  The hearings will also be available via 
Zoom and login information is below.

Permit #21-408: Bristol Works! LLC at 62 Pine Street (Parcel #205151) is 
requesting Final approval for a 2-lot planned unit development per Bristol Unified 
Development Regulations Article IV, Sec. 609 

Permit #21-409: Bristol Works! LLC at 62 Pine Street (Parcel #205151) is 
requesting preliminary approval for a 2-lot subdivision per Bristol Unified 
Development Regulations Article IX, Sec. 930 

Copies of the complete zoning applications are available for review at the 
Bristol Town Office during regular business hours.

Remote Access: Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/ • Meeting ID: 857 8676 1083 • Passcode: 805823
Phone In: 1-646-558-8656 • Meeting ID: 857 8676 1083 • Passcode: 805823
 

ACT 250 NOTICE
MINOR APPLICATION #9A0378

10 V.S.A. §§ 6001 – 6093
On November 12, 2021, Shenandoah, LLC filed application #9A0378 for a project 
generally described as the rehabilitation and reuse of the Haviland Shade Roller 
Mill building to create a total of 19 new residential units. The project also includes 
redevelopment and expansion of an existing parking lot to accommodate 23 park-
ing spots and will expand its footprint to encompass an adjacent lot owned by Tree-
top Homes, LLC upon which an additional 3-space parking lot will be constructed. 
The project is located at 2 Canal Street and 13 Cataract Place in Vergennes, 
Vermont. No hearing will be held, and a permit may be issued unless, on or before 
Wednesday, January 19, 2022, a person notifies the Commission of an issue or 
issues requiring the presentation of evidence at a hearing, or the Commission sets 
the matter for a hearing on its own motion. Any person as defined in 10 V.S.A. § 
6085(c)(1) may request a hearing. Any hearing request must be in writing to the 
address below, must state the criteria or sub-criteria at issue, why a hearing is re-
quired and what additional evidence will be presented at the hearing. Any hearing 
request by an adjoining property owner or other person eligible for party status un-
der 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)(1)(E) must include a petition for party status under the Act 
250 Rules. Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law may not be prepared unless 
the Commission holds a public hearing. The application and a draft permit may be 
viewed on the Natural Resources Board’s Act 250 database here: https://anrweb.
vt.gov/ANR/vtANR/Act250SearchResults.aspx?Num=9A0378. If you have a dis-
ability for which you need accommodation in order to participate in this process 
(including participating in a public hearing, if one is held), please notify us as soon 
as possible, in order to allow us as much time as possible to accommodate your 
needs. For more information contact the District Coordinator listed below.

Josh Donabedian, Coordinator
District 9 Environmental Commission
111 West Street Essex Junction, VT 05452
joshua.donabedian@vermont.gov

  
  
 Public Notices Index

Public Notices for the  following can be found in this  
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  on Pages 10B and 11B.

Addison (1)
Addison County 
Courthouse (2)

Bristol (1)
East Middlebury (1)

Ferrisburgh (1)
Goshen (1)

Middlebury (1)
State of Vermont (1)

Vergennes (1)

TOWN OF GOSHEN - INVITATION TO BID
Town of Goshen is accepting bids for pavement and road improve-
ment work starting July 1, 2022.  Location is Town Hill Rd from 73 to 
the intersection of Carlisle Hill Rd.  Work to include; culvert replace-
ment and additional culvert installation, river embankment shoring, 
road base improvement, and paving.  Bids by mail or in person must 
be received by January 24, 2022 at the 7pm Selectboard Meeting.  
Bids will be opened then.  If the bid is accepted by the board, it will 
be pending upon voter approval on February 28, 2022.  For more 
information contact Jeff Cathcart at cathcartjc@gmail.com.

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT      

PROBATE DIVISION
ADDISON UNIT

DOCKET NO. 21-PR-04367
IN RE THE ESTATE OF 

ANTHONY ROBERT 
QUINTILIANI

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the creditors of Anthony Robert 

Quintiliani, late of Monkton.
I have been appointed to administer 

this estate.  All creditors having 
claims against the decedent or the 
estate must present their claims in 
writing within four (4) months of the 
first publication of this notice.  The 
claim must be presented to me at 
the address listed below with a copy 
sent to the Court.  The claim may be 
barred forever if it is not presented 
within the four (4) month period.
Dated: December 22, 2021

Robert Gallagher Jr/Carmen J. 
Quintiliani Co-Executors

9 Evergreen Ave,
Burlington, MA 01803

Publication: Addison Independent
Publication Date: 12/30/21
Address of Probate Court:
Addison Probate Court,
7 Mahady Court,
Middlebury VT 05753

Help Wanted Help Wanted

TOWN OF FERRISBURGH
ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER
The Town of Ferrisburgh is looking for an 

animal control officer/dog warden.
This is an appointed position.

Duties and responsibilities include 
investigating complaints pertaining to 
domestic animals, dealing tactfully but 

firmly with animal owners and neighbors, 
capturing strays and ensuring that all dog 
bites are reported to the health officer in a 
timely manner. Payment is a yearly stipend.

Please call the Town Clerk’s Office 
between 8:00am – 4:00pm

Monday-Friday for more information at 
802-877-3429, or

email TownClerk@FerrisburghVt.org.

 

Wanted
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Auctions

COST 
/LB

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 12/23 & 12/27, 2021
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Nop Bros. & Sons 1505 .815 1226.58
Vorsteveld Farm 1950 .705 1374.75
Woodnotch Farm 1820 .705 1283.10
Correia Family Ltd. 1745 .685 1195.33
A. Brisson 1800 .675 1215.00
Blue Spruce Farm 1760 .675 1188.00
Monument Farms 1740 .67 1165.80

CALVES    LBS. $
Conants Riverside 111 2.20 244.00
Westminster Farms 104 2.20 228.80
G. Lynd   95 2.10 199.50
H. Sunderland 108 2.00 216.00
Gosliga Farm 102 2.00 204.00
Total # Beef: 183 • Total # Calves: 342
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661

PUBLIC
NOTICE

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located 

in Frank Mahady Courthouse 
is available to accept passport 

applications and provide 
passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED. 
FACE MASKS REQUIRED.

(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Wednesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

Police Log
Vt. State

ADDISON COUNTY — In the 
past week, three Addison County 
men were involved in motor 
vehicle crashes that Vermont State 
Police investigated. Two were cited 
for driving under the influence 
(DUI).

In the first incident, troopers 
checked out a report of a vehicle 
that crashed into a house near the 
intersection of Furnace Road and 
Route 7 in Pittsford at a quarter 
past midnight on Dec. 22. Upon 
arrival, state police determined that 
Andrew Brons, 57, of Vergennes 

was driving southbound on Route 
7 when he left the road and crashed 
into a house.

Police said Brons displayed signs 
of impairment, and ultimately was 
cited for DUI.

The house sustained substantial 
damage but there were no injuries 
as a result of the crash.

On Dec. 23 at around 6:40 p.m. 
troopers responded to a one-car 
crash into a guard rail on Quaker 
Village Road in Weybridge. Police 
screened he driver, identified at 
23-year-old Alexander Amory of 
New Haven, and ended up citing 

him for DUI.
Finally, on Christmas — Dec. 

25 — at a little after 2:30 p.m. 
state police looked into a report 
of another one-car crash – this 
one on Route 22A in Panton, 
near the intersection with Sunset 
Knoll Road. State police report 

that driver George Mendoza, 56, 
of Addison was overly tired while 
driving a 2016 Jeep Renegade and 
as a result left the roadway, struck 
several mailboxes and a speed limit 
sign before coming to as stop in an 
upright position. 

Neither speed nor impairment 
were a contributing factor in the 
crash, police said. Troopers report 
that they educated Mendoza on 
the dangers of drowsy driving. 
Mendoza suffered minor cuts 
and the Jeep he was driving was 
considered a total loss.

VERGENNES — A Vergennes 
man faced multiple citations on 
Dec. 22 after allegedly rear-ending 
a vehicle driven by an acquaintance 
of his girlfriend. Police said the 
vehicle was also carrying the 
man’s girlfriend and two preschool 
children.

Everhart M. Newton was 
cited, and then released, for gross 
negligent operation of a motor 
vehicle, leaving the scene of an 
accident, four counts of reckless 
endangerment, and three counts of 
second-degree domestic assault. 

Police said the incident 
occurred on School Street after 
the two vehicles left a Main Street 
residence at which the couple and 
the children had been staying, but 
had been asked to leave. 

Police said the adult victim had 
called the friend and planned to 
leave with the children and without 
Newton, who they alleged became 
upset about those plans and then 

followed the friend’s vehicle onto 
School Street. Police said the 
driver suffered minor injuries. 

In other action between Dec. 
20 and 26, Vergennes police 
conducted four patrols by cruiser 

and two on foot and performed one 
VIN inspection, and also:

On Dec. 20:
• Were told that a Green Street 

resident’s debit card had been stolen 
and used to withdraw money from 
ATMs around the city, allegedly 
by a guest at his residence. Police 
were still investigating the incident 
early this week.

• Took steps to have an 
unwanted car removed from the St. 

Peter’s Church parking lot.
• Handed out holiday baskets at 

the Knights of Columbus Hall.
• Worked with AgeWell to help 

an East Street resident suffering 
from dementia.

• Checked on 
the welfare of a West 
Main Street resident who 
hadn’t answered the door 
for a Meals-On-Wheels 
delivery. Police learned 
the woman was OK.

On Dec. 21:
• Ticketed and ordered towed 

a car in violation of the city’s 
wintertime on-street parking ban. 
Police said they couldn’t determine 
who owned the car, however, 
because the plates had been 
reported stolen.

• Accepted a credit card that had 
been found by a citizen and began 
trying to reach its owner.

• Helped the driver of a partially 
disabled commercial truck find 

a place to pull off on West Main 
Street so as not to obstruct traffic.

• Served pizza and joined in the 
singing of carols at the Boys & 
Girls Club of Greater Vergennes.

• Helped a disabled motorist 
by pushing his vehicle off Main 
Street.

On Dec. 24:
• Were called to Valley Vista on 

Alden Place to help with an unruly 
patient. Police said the patient 
calmed down and left the facility.

• Issued a no-trespass order to 
a relative of a New Haven Road 
family who had shown up and 
become aggressive in a dispute 
about a family inheritance.

• Checked the welfare of a 
Walker Avenue resident, who was 
determined to be OK.

• On Dec. 25, helped a High 
Street resident move from a chair 
into her bed, allegedly after a 
relative who police said was no 
longer there had refused to do so. 

Police Log
Vergennes

City man faces multiple citations

VSP cites two for impaired driving after crashes

Abraham Union High School with 
a truancy concern.

• On Dec. 7, with help from 
Vermont State Police and 
Vergennes police, monitored traffic 
during student arrival at Mount 
Abe.

• On Dec. 7, began investigating 
a report of animal neglect on 
Mountain Street.

• On Dec. 8, helped Mount Abe 
with a truancy concern.

• On Dec. 9, with help from state 
police, monitored traffic during 
student arrival at Mount Abe.

• On Dec. 9, received a delayed 
report of a minor vehicle crash on 
Prince Lane and will file a report 
for insurance purposes.

• On Dec. 10, issued parking 

tickets to various vehicles in 
violation of the winter parking 
ban.

• On Dec. 10, began 
investigating a report of a citizen 
dispute earlier that day on Prince 
Lane.

• On Dec. 13, helped the driver 
of a disabled vehicle on East Street.

• On Dec. 14, helped Bristol 
Elementary School with a truancy 
concern.

• On Dec. 14, began 
investigating tahe report of an 
assault on Airport Drive.

• On Dec. 16, began 
investigating a report of a threat 
made on Airport Drive.

• On Dec. 16, verified sex 
offender compliance on Munsill 
Avenue and on Mountain Street.

Bristol Log
(Continued from Page 4B)

TOWN OF FERRISBURGH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

PLANNING COMMISSION
JANUARY 19, 2022

AGENDA
A public hearing before the Planning Commission of the Town of Ferrisburgh will 
be held at the Town Clerk’s Office on Wednesday, January 19, 2022 to consider 
the following applications and other business:

7:00 PM: Opening of meeting; approval of minutes from December 15 
meeting.

7:05 PM: Application # 21-187 for final plat approval for two-lot subdivision; 
96 Westin Road; applicant Daniel White; Rural Agricultural (RA-5) 
District; tax map id no. 05/01/82.12.  

7:20 PM: Application # 21-186 for sketch plan review of two-lot subdivision 
and boundary adjustment; 428 Middlebrook Road; applicants 
Brandon and Kelli Hammond; Rural Agricultural (RA-5) District; tax 
map id no. 23/20/20.1.   

7:35 PM: Application # 21-167 for sketch plan review of 53-lot PUD; 462 
Monkton Road; applicant Cornerstone Solutions; Rural Agricultural 
(RA-5) and Highway Mixed Use (HMU) Districts; tax map id no. 
15/02/12; continued from Dec. hearing.

Other Business: Zoning Map update.  
A link for remote Zoom video conferencing is available for anyone who has not 

been vaccinated or who prefers to attend remotely.

tunnel project and a pandemic 
that affected consumer shopping 
habits.

Middlebury voters last March 
OK’d a municipal spending plan 
of $11,510,928, which reflected 
an infusion of $622,706 in surplus 
local option tax revenues that 
was earmarked to offset capital 
improvement expenses.

Conservative budgeting and 
the application of surplus money 
has helped Middlebury keep its 
municipal budget increases at 
— or lower than — inflation for 
around 10 consecutive years.

“We have worked hard to 
minimize the (property tax) 
impact,” said selectboard Chair 
Brian Carpenter.

But the margin for 
accomplishing that goal is getting 
tighter, noted selectboard member 

Heather Seeley.
“We have kept it so controlled 

that we no longer have any 
cushion built in,” she said.

The selectboard will need to 
finalize a fiscal year 2023 budget 
proposal by late January in order 
to meeting warning requirements 
for March town meeting.

Reporter John Flowers is 
at johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Spending
(Continued from Page 6B)

Sparkles on ice
THE SUDDEN DROP in temperature last week refroze the southern half of Lake Dunmore and left crystals sparkling on the surface with 

Mount Moosalamoo glistening in the background. 
Independent photo/Angelo Lynn

By ALAN J. KEAYS
VTDigger.org

The Vermont Supreme Court 
slammed the state Department of 
Corrections this month over its 
handling of furlough cases, calling 
the system close to a “procedural 
mockery” and demanding that 
the department “do 
better for the persons 
subject to the rules.” 

Despite its 
harsh words for 
the corrections 
department, the 
court ruled in 
the department’s 
favor in a decision 
in the case of 
Anthony Davey, 
who challenged a 
process that led to 
the revocation of 
his furlough four 
months before he 
even had a hearing.

V e r m o n t ’ s 
furlough system allows those 
convicted of a crime to serve a 
portion of their sentence in the 
community, rather than in prison, 
if they abide by certain rules.

In a unanimous opinion issued 

Dec. 17, Justice Karen Carroll 
wrote that Davey still had other 
steps to challenge his furlough 
revocation before the one that 
brought the case before the 
state’s highest court. But despite 
ruling against Davey, Carroll 
used the last paragraph of her 

nine-page ruling 
to sharply criticize 
the corrections 
department.

“Notwithstanding 
our conclusion that 
petitioner had an 
alternative avenue 
to challenge DOC’s 
revocation of his 
furlough, we must 
address DOC’s 
troubling procedural 
actions in this case,” 
Carroll wrote.

“The facts 
petitioner alleges 
— many of which 
the State does not 

dispute — reveal a bureaucracy 
that comes very close to the sort 
of ‘procedural mockery’ we have 
previously warned against,” the 
justice added. 

Carroll wrote that the 

department’s “history of deficient 
procedural processes does little 
to instill confidence” in how the 
rules are applied.

“DOC must do better for 
the persons subject to the 
rules it alone promulgates and 
administers,” the justice wrote.

The high court’s ruling 
follows an appeal by Davey of 
an earlier decision by Windsor 
County Judge Robert P. Gerety 
Jr. dismissing a habeas corpus 
petition brought by Davey.

A habeas corpus petition is 
a civil court filing on behalf of 
an incarcerated person asking 
a judge to find that person’s 
imprisonment unlawful. 

Prisoners’ Rights Office 
staff attorney Annie Manhardt, 
who represented Davey, said 
Monday that the ruling clarifies 
and streamlines the process 
for future challenges. It also 
supports concerns that clients 
have raised about the corrections 
department’s administration of 
the furlough program, Manhardt 
said.

“The decision was helpful in 
the sense that it did give us a 
roadmap on how to bring these 

issues up in the future,” Manhardt 
said. 

As for the ruling’s last 
paragraph chastising the 
corrections department, Manhardt 
said, “It seemed warranted based 
on just how serious the violations 
were in this case. Just not holding 
a hearing at all for four months is 
just as serious as it can get.” 

Corrections Commissioner 
Nicholas Deml acknowledged 
his department’s deficiencies in a 
written statement.

“The court was right to point 
out previous shortcomings,” 
Deml said. “Until we identify the 
imperfect parts of our process, we 
cannot begin to fix them.”

He added that the corrections 
department was working with the 
judiciary and “other stakeholders” 
to improve the process.

“But, I cannot underscore 
enough the impact the COVID-19 
pandemic has imposed on our 
corrections system,” Deml said. 
“For the last two years, saving 
lives has been our priority above 
all else. Mitigating the virus is 
affecting staffing levels and the 
standard ways of doing business 
across the board.” 

Court criticizes Corrections on furlough procedures

“The facts 
… reveal a 
bureaucracy 
that comes very 
close to the sort 
of ‘procedural 
mockery’ we 
have previously 
warned against.”

— Supreme Court 
Justice Karen 

Carroll
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Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding • Vergennes, VT

Siding • Replacement Windows
Doors • Roofs • Garages • Decks

Free Estimates800-439-2644                              877-2640

JACKMAN FUELS, INC.
Serving Vergennes Since 1945

• fuel oil • LP gas
• K-1 kerosene

877-2661
205 Main St., Vergennes

Timothy C. Ryan P.E.

Serving the 
Champlain Valley 

Since 1887

877-3118
Main St., Vergennes

SIDING

To advertise in the Vergennes Service Directory
call Irena Pavlin at 802-727-4620 or email irenap@addisonindependent.com

CLOVER STATE
Window & Siding Co., Inc.
Replacement Windows • Vinyl siding 

• Garages • Roofs • Ad di tions
Phone: 802-877-2102 • Toll Free: 888-433-0962

SIDINGPLUMBING & HEATINGFUELS

VERGENNES
S e r v i c e  D i r e c t o r y

T he Vergennes High School Booster 
Club would like to recognize Brett Ward 
and the patrons of City Limits for their 

continued support of Vergennes High School 
and Middle School Athletics.

The generous support of Brett and his patrons 
has been unwavering since 2001 and has 
resulted in over $400,000 in contributions 
to the Vergennes high School Booster Club. 
These funds have made it possible for the 
Club to assist the Athletic Department with 
purchases beyond the school budget such 
as: Indoor and Outdoor Hi-Def video cameras 
to broadcast games on the NFHS Network, 
outdoor sound system with new building, 
money for combined Mt. Abe/Vergennes 
Football team, funds for our Hockey players, 
new baseball, and softball, batting cage nets, 
and senior athlete scholarships, just to name a 
few.

THANK YOU BRETT!THANK YOU BRETT!

Kirsten De La Cruz and  Brett Ward

VERGENNES

COMMODORE
BOOSTER CLUB

Spotlight on VergennesSpotlight on Vergennes

VERGENNES — The Vergennes 
Lions Club reports that over 250 
children of all ages received at 
least two toys at their Toys for 
Kids Shop, held this December 
thanks to Long Trail on the Falls 
Physical Therapy owner Michael 
DiPalermo and administrative 
assistant Lynn Brigan. 
Lion Sue Hayes, chair, said this 
was the most toys organizers have 
ever received. “The community 
really came together to make 
sure no child went through the 
holiday season without a couple 
of toys, games, scarves, mittens, 
blankets, pants, skirts, bicycles, 
etc.,” she said. 

DiPalermo wanted to be sure 
and thank the Lions for letting 
him host the project. He said a 
special thank you should go to 
Lion Tim Mathewson, from Little 
City Cycles, who took seven 
of his kids older bicycles and 
completely refurbished them to 
“almost new.” Past Marine Corps 
League Commandant, Herbert F. 
Drew Jr., who visited the shop, 
commended the Lions for helping 
run such a successful event, and 
said, “you folks are doing it 
right.” 
The club wishes to sincerely 
thank Ferrisburgh Bake Shop 
& Deli, Jackman Fuels, Gaines 

Insurance, Shear Cuts, One Credit 
Union, Kinney Drugs, Dollar 
General, Porky’s Barbeque and 
Long Trail on the Falls PT for 
hosting the toy collection barrels 
at their businesses.
The Lions Club also reported 
that this year was also the most 
successful “Cash for Christmas” 
raffle. The winner was drawn at 
a Lions meeting on Wednesday, 
Dec. 8, and the winner took 
home $3,190, which means the 
club earned that same amount to 
help fund their many community 
projects. Lion Debbie Brace, 
chair, thanked everyone for 
selling the tickets, and those that 
purchased tickets.
The next club project is Merry 
Mulch. On Saturday, Jan. 8, 
starting at 8 a.m., club members 
will be picking up discarded 
Christmas trees, taking them to 
the stump dump, and the city crew 
will chip them for mulch that 
residents can use next summer. 
Chair Larry Simino has asked 
that folks try to get their trees to 
curbside the night of Jan. 7, with 
no decorations left on them.

A PLETHORA OF Toys (pictured 
right) collected for the Vergennes 
Lions’ Toys for Kids program 
this holiday season was set up in 
space donated by Long Trail on 
the Falls Physical Therapy. Lions 
report that toys were distributed 
to more than 250 children this 
year. 

Photo courtesy of Larry Simino

Many make Toys for Kids successful

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE Past Commandant, Herbert F. Drew Jr., left, was very impressed with the 
amount of toys donated to the Vergennes Lions’ Toys for Kids project this year. Lions First Vice District 
Governor Kathy Dorman, and Toys for Kids chair Susan Hayes joined him on his visit.

Photo courtesy of Larry Simino

VERGENNES — Slip on 
your ice skates. Vergennes Parks 
& Recreation late last week 
announced that the city ice rink 
was open.

“It’s ready! The ice is ready 
for all to enjoy,” the department 
announced on Christmas Eve in a 
social media post.

Then, on Tuesday word was 
passed around asking folks to 
stay off the ice until it firmed up 
again.

The original message came 
as temperatures were hovering 
just below freezing and slightly 
colder. They then rose into the 
higher 30s and we had some rain, 
so officials asked that skaters be 
mindful of ice conditions.

“If it’s not a solid service, 
please stay off the ice!”

The rink is in Veterans 
Memorial Park at 43 East 
St. behind Vergennes Union 
Elementary School. It is open to 
anyone 8 a.m.-9 p.m., except that 
it doesn’t open until 3 p.m. on 
school days.

Some things to remember:
• Use this facility at your own 

risk; the rink is not supervised.
• Helmet and other protective 

gear are highly recommended.
• Be aware of others and 

objects to avoid collisions.
• Share the rink with all users. 

No group has priority. Come back 
if rink is crowded.

• Respect the ice surface. Do 
not create holes or cracks and 
stay off when the ice is soft.

• No organized practices, 
programs, teams or leagues.

• Masks must be worn where 
it is not possible to maintain a 
physical distance of at least 6 
feet.

• Physical distancing: 6 feet is 
required.

• Do not share equipment 
outside of the same household in 
order to be COVID-safe.

• Be sure to wash hands or use 
sanitizer during and after play.

Get more information online at 
tinyurl.com/CityIceRink.

Ice rink in 
Vergennes 
now open
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Looking back at a year’s 
worth of arts & leisure

A
rts + Leisure celebrated its 
fifth full year in 2021. Twelve 
months, 52 issues, over 800 
pages, all dedicated to arts 
and events going on in Addison 
County — and everything 
happened amidst the 
pandemic.

Yes, most of us have COVID-fatigue, but that 
didn’t stop our interest in the arts. On the 
contrary, area art galleries reported that their 
sales boomed in 2021. Yes!

Not all areas of the arts and entertainment 
industries saw growth, but it’s an encouraging 
reminder of the value that creative outlets 
give us. And, yes, we need that now more 
than ever.

In 2021, we highlighted the work of more 
than 59 local artists, actors, musicians and 
craftspeople; saw more than 31 exhibits and 
30 film events; suggested 120 don’t-miss 
events happening right here in Addison 
County; learned six valuable gardening 
lessons from our own Master Gardener Judith 
Irven and 26 more from the University of 
Vermont’s Master Gardener Extension, and 
recommend 52 books (reviewed by Jenny 

Lyons). Oh, and we hope you’ve enjoyed the 
40 sneak peaks into the real estate properties 
we featured this year. 

Most of us managed to get comfortable with 
virtual programming as the year began. Then 
as the weather warmed and the COVID-
climate began to look safer... in-person, live 
events started to come back!

This year Arts + Leisure has introduced 
people like Katie Runde, who will be unveiling 
her portrait for the Vermont Statehouse 
of Alexander Twilight next year; Intuitive 
Transformational Coach Rebecca Freedner; 
New York Times bestselling author and 
Weybridge resident Chris Bohjalian; and 
the Vergennes duo (Chris Spencer and Erin 
Wolcott) behind the film “Price of Safety.” The 
Henry Sheldon Museum provided a series of 
columns featuring people of color in Addison 
County’s history and a hand-drawn cartoon 
series by Kari Hansen that chronicled the 
life of Henry Sheldon. We also launched our 
new website this year, which allows readers 
to easily find all the Arts + Leisure news and 
archives.

More of our favorite feature stories of 2021 are 
featured on the next several pages. 

Looking ahead to the New Year, we’re 
exited to continue publishing the Addison 
Independent’s Arts + Leisure section, and 
rely on your support and participation to 
help make it an engaging, creative and fun 
companion every Thursday. 

— Elsie Lynn Parini, editor Arts + Leisure
Support the arts. Subscribe today!

IN REVIEW

ARTS+LEISURE ads@addisonindependent.com
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OVER THE YEAR WE FEATURED MORE 
THAN 90 ARTISTS AND GALLERIES 
— MANY WERE AVAILABLE TO 
SEE IN PERSON,  OTHERS WERE 
ONLINE ONLY. HERE ARE SIX SHOWS 
EXHIBITED IN ADDISON COUNTY 
THROUGHOUT 2021.

Middlebury en plein air

“Rooted” 

Five artists, five new works

“Signs of Life” 

Mini gallery opens

The Brandon Artists Guild exhibited “Signs of 
Life” in May, featuring works by printmaker 
Jeannie Podolak and painter Dan Brett. 
Podolak, of North Chittenden, and Brett, of 
Whiting, created bodies of work that reflected 
their emotional and creative journeys through 
2020 for this exhibition. 

Five artists showed five new pieces of work at 
Art on Main in Bristol in October. The featured 
artists include Valerie Dearing, David King, Anne 
Majusiak, Ellen Spring and Michelle Turbide. 
Their works revealed a new twist or turn to their 
current mediums.

The Lemon Fair Sculpture Park 
celebrated many new pieces in the 
Shoreham park including Susan 
Teare’s art installation, “Find Your 
Own Space,” in June. The site-specific 
installation was created by the artist, 
Teare, in collaboration with her son, 
Kirk, and is one of the newest pieces 
at the open-air sculpture park in 
Shoreham. 

Eight painters brought brushes, paints, 
canvases and palettes out of their studios 
and into the great outdoors of downtown 
Middlebury in August for Plein Air 2021. It was 
Edgewater Gallery’s second annual celebration. 
Visitors saw Rory Jackson, Philip Frey, Scott 
Addis, Joe Bolger, Tim Horn, William Hoyt, 
Kathleen Kolb and Julia Purinton. 

Northern Daughters presented “Rooted,” a solo 
exhibit of new work from Hannah Sessions, in 
March. In addition to being a professional artist, 
Sessions owns a farm and cheese business 
(Blue Ledge Farm) with her husband Greg 
Bernhardt, in Salisbury. The animals and barns 
that she paints are not only lovely specimens 
and interesting compositions, but her friends 
and her livelihood. 

Mary Barnett, a volunteer at the Lincoln 
Library, spearheaded the efforts to 
get a free mini art gallery going on the 
porch of the library. “The whole idea 
is: Let’s just have some fun,” she said. 
“If you’re inspired to put something in, 
put something in. And if you really love 
something there, take it.” Janet Chill, 
Janet Fredericks and Nancy Custer 
Carroll were a few of the artists Barnett 
tapped to get the ball rolling.

“Find Your Own Space” 

E X H I B I T S

Pictured: “WHIMSY” by Dan Brett.

Pictured: “Network” by Valerie Dearing.
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January

Karen Kevra launched a new podcast with Capital 
City Concerts called “Muse Mentors” a couple months 
before the New Year. The show, like the title suggests, 
features interviews with various artists about what 
inspires them. “A mentor doesn’t just show you how 
to do something,” Kevra said. “They show you how 
to live life.” Muse Mentors featured David Dworkin, 
Bill McKibben, Paula Robison, Eli Newberger, James 
Pease Blair, Lou Kosma, Kerrin McCadden, Jeffrey 
Chappell, Rob Mermin, Tony Barrand and others this 
year. Check it out at musementors.com.

Photographer John Huddleston published “At Home 
in the Northern Forest” in early 2021 — a book project 
that has taken him out into the woods of Snake 
Mountain behind his Weybridge home for the past 
decade. “The landscapes of the time composites 
were carefully photographed from the exact same 
location at different times,” Huddleston explained.

MUSE MENTORS KICKS OFF PODCAST

PHOTOGRAPHER EXPLORES BACKYARD

February

March

Find Your Wings is an interactive, community-
driven public art installation project that 
Ashley Betton spearheaded this year. The goal 
is to enhance downtown Middlebury’s beauty 
and appeal while simultaneously serving as 
an economic driver. Artists and community 
members worked collaboratively to create 
public art for display in various downtown 
locations by summertime. Find out more at 
findyourwingsvt.com.

Ripton singer-songwriter Sarah King released 
her full EP “The Hour” in mid-March. This 
album takes King’s big-voiced, soulful country 
style and tunes it to a little darker path with 
raw, emotive lyrics that expose trials of King’s 
life. “What I learned is that it doesn’t matter 
how good I can sing, people want to relate to 
something,” she said.

Middlebury realist painter Katie Runde 
was selected to paint a life-size portrait of 
Alexander Twilight (the first Black graduate 
of Middlebury College) for the Vermont 
Statehouse. The portrait project, supported 
by a grant from the National Life Group of 
Vermont, was completed in November this 
year. The unveiling at the Statehouse has yet 
to be scheduled. Stay tuned!

Young Tradition Vermont typically travels the 
world each spring to showcase nine months 
worth of learning. This year the 20-member 
teen Touring Group prerecorded and produced 
a series of videos to share with master artists 
and other youth organizations in Ireland, Cape 
Breton, Quebec, England, New Brunswick 
and beyond. The tour this year took place on 
Town Hall Theater’s YouTube and Facebook 
Live platforms in early April. Addison County 
musicians Anya Hardy-Mittell and Ben Munkres 
were among the 20 teens performing this year. 

WINGING INTO MIDDLEBURY

RIPTON SINGER-SONGWRITER
RELEASES FULL EP ‘THE HOUR’

KATIE RUNDE TAPPED TO PAINT 
ALEXANDER TWILIGHT PORTRAIT

YOUTH TAKE SPRING TOUR ONLINE 

IN REVIEW
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April

Former longtime Addison Independent photographer 
Trent Campbell pulled out some of his best images 
of Addison County people for an exhibit at the Henry 
Sheldon Museum in April. The exhibit, titled “The 
Faces of Addison County,” featured 24 of Campbell’s 
favorite photos showing area residents of all ages at 
work, play, parades, Addison County Fair and Field 
Days and other familiar places.

“Best Summer Ever,” a film written and produced by 
a team at Zeno Mountain Farm in Lincoln, screened 
at the South by Southwest virtual festival this year. 
The feature-length musical was released for the 
public on April 27. More than 50% of the cast and 
crew in this film — both in front of and behind the 
camera — has a disability, said co-director Peter 
Halby. “None of our characters talk about their 
disability,” he noted. That’s not the point. “They are 
not defined by their disability, it’s just one of the 
aspects of who they are.”

TRENT CAMPBELL’S TOP 24 EXHIBIT

BEST FEATURE-LENGTH MUSICAL EVER

May

June

A family of beavers lives behind this Addison 
County resident’s house. They moved in to 
their watery home in 2016 and the local man 
has been observing them ever since. The 
Independent had the opportunity to observe 
the beavers, too. “I’ve spent five years just 
watching them,” the man guessed, “probably 
2,000 hours…. This is my world — I never tire 
of it.” The film wowed them at the Middlebury 
New Filmmakers Festival in August, winning 
an award.

François Clemmons and Joanna Colwell came 
up with the idea to offer singing meditation 
classes at Colwell’s yoga studio in Middlebury. 
Every Wednesday through June and July, 
Clemmons sang for anyone who wanted to 
come, sit, listen and meditate in their own way 
at Otter Creek Yoga. “Nobody has been in here 
for 14 months,” Colwell said in an interview 
a day after the first meditation session. “It’s 
a way to reemerge from isolation and invite 
people into the space.”

Terry Racich was appointed as the new gallery 
manager at Art on Main, Bristol’s downtown 
gallery in May. Art on Main plans to open six 
days a week beginning in June and Racich 
hopes to usher in a bustling summer season. 
Turns out she was right, 2021 was a banner 
year for Art on Main and other area art 
galleries.

The Middlebury College students who 
founded Treeline Terrains, a company 
that manufactures 3-D, wood-carved 
topographical landscapes, donated a scale 
model of the Trail Around Middlebury to the 
Middlebury Area Land Trust this summer. You 
can trace trails and rivers with your fingers 
and feel the rise and fall in elevation. It’s like 
reading the landscape with your hands.

BEAVERS FIND HOME IN BACKYARD

SING FOR THE SPIRIT, WHY NOT?

BRISTOL’S ART ON MAIN GALLERY
WELCOMES NEW MANAGER

TREELINE TERRAINS DONATE 
TRAIL AROUND MIDDLEBURY MAP 

IN REVIEW
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July

Adam Franco, a Middlebury software developer 
and motorcycle enthusiast, created a program 
called Curvature back in 2012 that “generates a map 
highlighting the most twisty roads, all across the 
world.” After a decade of work, Franco has mapped 
most of the major roads in Vermont. “Many people 
enjoy riding though curves,” he said. “The fun is 
acceleration — centripetal acceleration — around a 
curve.” Check out roadcurvature.com.

The Youth Company performed “Newsies” at the 
Town Hall Theater in Middlebury — in person and 
without masks — this July. The cast featured 15 local 
youth who worked with director Douglas Anderson, 
choreographer Elisa van Duyne and musical director 
Jen Allred. THT Executive Director Lisa Mitchell was 
thrilled to welcome theatergoers back for a high-
energy production. “The magic is back — live at 
THT!” she exclaimed.

TWISTY ROADS FOR SUMMERTIME FUN

YOUTH PERFORM ‘NEWSIES’ LIVE 

August

September

Actors Grace Experience and Stephen Shore 
pose amid the beehives in Charlie Mraz’s 
backyard in Middlebury. In August the duo 
performed in Middlebury Acting Company’s 
first live performance since the pandemic hit. 
“Constellations” played at the outdoor stage 
on the Swift House grounds. 

Jeff Rehbach will pass his baton as director of 
the Middlebury College Community Chorus 
to Jeff Buettner, director of choral activities at 
Middlebury College. Rehbach has served as 
the community chorus’s director since 2000. 
“As a community chorus, we enter into a special 
communion with one another and with our 
community at large as we share music that gives 
voice to light and darkness, joy and sorrow, life 
and death, hope and remembrance,” he said. “The 
spirit of music unites us in this dance of life.”

“The Price of Safety,” filmed, directed and 
produced by Vergennes residents Chris 
Spencer and Erin Wolcott, screened during 
the Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival in 
late August, at the Middlebury Marquis. This 
feature-length documentary explores national 
conversations of over-policing and racial bias 
as they unfold in the quaint community of 
Vergennes.

Annie Rosen played Joan of Arc in Opera 
Company of Middlebury’s production of 
Tchaikovsky’s “The Maid of Orleans,” which 
took the stage at the Town Hall Theater 
in early October. This was the first live 
production from OCM since 2019’s “Tosca.” 
The company worked diligently to be able to 
bring this show safely to a live audience. 

MIDDLEBURY ACTING COMPANY 
PRESENTS LIVE PLAY OUTDOORS

CHORUS DIRECTOR PASSES BATON

VERGENNES FILMMAKER DUO
EXPLORES ‘THE PRICE OF SAFETY’

JOAN OF ARC REVIVES LIVE 
OPERA ON MIDDLEBURY STAGE

IN REVIEW
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October

New Haven native Cassie Fancher wrote most of the 
stories for her prize-winning debut collection, “Street 
of Widows,” while she was still a teenager. Fancher 
credits her teachers at North Branch School and 
Mount Abraham Union High School for helping her 
early development as a writer.

Middlebury dairy farmer Doug Butler is the 
protagonist of the new documentary “Underdog” 
directed by Middlebury College grad Tommy 
Hyde. “I think I saw a lot of myself in Doug,” Hyde 
said. “I’m a dreamer and an extrovert, and in Doug I 
saw a potential future — one where my hopes and 
plans didn’t pan out. I wanted to know if that was 
OK, and how to harvest happiness from the nooks 
and crannies of a downtrodden life.” The Vermont 
premier of the film screened at Town Hall Theater in 
early November.

MOUNT ABE GRAD WINS BOOK PRIZE

NEW FILM PROFILES LOCAL FARMER

November

December

Miranda Ferriss Jones and Vanessa Dunleavy 
returned to the Town Hall Theater in Middlebury 
this November to present their musical 
“Showing Up.” The duo first performed the 
show in November 2019 for a workshop. The 
following March, their scheduled performance 
was cancelled due to COVID. So this fall’s live, 
in-person debut of the piece felt especially 
wonderful for these two Addison County natives. 
“It’s been a joy to watch this develop,” Jones said. 
“I think this musical is something really incredible.”

Middlebury College senior Ryan Kirby and 
Middlebury Union High School junior Ace 
Roark are the creative minds behind the 
glamorous photos on Buy Again Alley’s social 
media feeds. The duo styles and photographs 
models wearing pieces from the local thrift 
shop to promote sales. “Fashion should be big 
and daring,” Kirby said. “Yeah, I’ll say it, I just 
might be trendsetting in Middlebury.”

Middlebury Acting Company presented a 
pay-what-you can production of Charles 
Dickens’s classic “A Christmas Carol” at Town 
Hall Theater in Middlebury in early December. 
Jordan Gullikson stared as Scrooge, Emrys 
Yarbrough played Tiny Tim, and Tom 
McElhaney acted as Bob Cratchit. “We look 
forward to establishing a new tradition in town 
that families can look forward to,” said Gary 
Smith, who adapted and directed this show.

Edgewater Galleries in Middlebury, Northern 
Daughters gallery in Vergennes, Art on Main in 
Bristol and the Brandon Artists Guild all reported 
stellar sales in 2021. “It’s a very strange thing,” 
said Theresa Harris, the manager of Edgewater 
Galleries in Middlebury, “we had a really 
wonderful year — one of our strongest years yet.” 

“I just hope the buying trend keeps up,” said 
Stacey Stanhope Dundon of the Brandon Artists 
Guild. “I am looking forward to 2022, and am 
going to presume it’s going to be a great year — 
there’s no reason not to.”

‘SHOWING UP’ TAKES THE STAGE

THRIFT STORE STRUTS ITS STYLE

CLASSIC CHRISTMAS TALE FOR ALL

GALLERIES PAINT PRETTY PICTURE

IN REVIEW
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PETS

A D O P T E D

CERCES

NICO

2 0 2 1
ere are just 15 of 1,205 animals Homeward 
Bound served in 2021. The Addison County 
shelter received and cared for 836 animals in 
need of re-homing and provided support and 
services to 369 owned animals whose families 
needed a helping hand. 

“We’re grateful to everyone who used our services 
and who supported our work this year,” said executive 
director Jessica Danyow. “We’re looking forward to 
making life better for pets and their people in 2022.”

H

DARWIN
WIGGLES & 

NIBBLES

MARCUS & 
MISTY

CARTMAN

BUTTERCUP
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PETS IN NEED
HOMEWARD BOUND
Addison County’s Humane Society

Call or check our website. We may have a pet for you.
388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org

236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

Pretty Girl is a 13-year old fluffy senior 
beauty who surveys her surroundings 
from her perch with a quiet interest.  
Pretty Girl shares space with other 
cats and does well.  She is considered 
special needs because of a thyroid issue 
that is easily treated with reasonably-
priced medications.  Her adoption fee 
would be waived in lieu of a donation.

Mopsy is super soft and loves head 
scratches.  He is a curious bunny and would 
like to say hello every single time you walk 
by his cage. He likes to have lots of time in 
a playpen or bigger play area to stretch his 
legs and have zoomies and adventures.  
Mopsy is not litterbox trained yet but hopes to 
be once he is neutered. He loves to chew on 
things, climb, jump, run, and play with toys.  
Mopsy might be a little bit nervous when he 
first meets you, but when he settles into your 
routine, he will melt your heart!

Flopsy has a ridiculously cute dark spot on his 
nose that wiggles up and down when he sniffs, 
which is pretty much all the time. He would 
really like to have a big space for adventures! 
He runs, zooms, climbs, digs, jumps over things, 
plays with toys, and eats snacks. When he’s in 
his cage he doesn’t have as much room to do 
all these things so please make sure he has 
a playpen to spend time in. Flopsy is looking 
forward to being litterbox trained. He might seem 
shy, but if you are very gentle and patient with 
him you’ll find he loves getting pats.

Jandy is a 4-year old Beagle/
Black Mouth Cur mix.  She’s a 
sweet, loving girl, who likes kids, 
but maybe not really little ones. 
She loves to go on walks and 
would enjoy being active with you! 
She gets along with dogs okay, 
but really likes hanging out with 
cats! Jandy would be happy on the 
couch with you, and is also happy 
in her crate.

Ivy is a 2-year old with awesome 
markings!  She looks like she has little 
white booties, a beautiful white bib and 
the cutest little black dot on her nose.  
Ivy does head butts for attention and 
loves to be loved.

Callie is a 5-year old Calico.  She came 
to the shelter with her own kittens and 
had such a strong nurturing instinct that 
she accepted other orphaned kittens 
and fed them as her own. She is gentle, 
sweet and independent.

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139
www.parisfarmersunion.com

At Paris, we have everything you 
need for your pets and animals!
•	 Dry or Wet Dog & Cat food
•	 Dog & Cat beds, toys, cleaning supplies
& accessories

•	 Fish, bird, rodent & reptile supplies and
live crickets

•	Wild bird & Squirrel supplies
•	 Backyard animal feed & supplies
•	 And friendly, knowledgeable service to

help guide you!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139FOSSIL

CHEETOH & DORITTO

STRAWBERRY

WRINKLE

SCRUFFY
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THURSDAY, 
DEC. 30

“SHEPHERD: THE STORY OF A JEWISH DOG” 
ON SCREEN IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Dec. 
30, 7 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant 
St.  From award winning director Lynn Roth, 
this film sensitively portrays the timeless and 
unbreakable bond between a boy and his 
faithful dog as it is put to the ultimate test in 
1930’s Germany. When the Nuremberg Laws 
are passed forbidding Jews to own pets, 
Kaleb, a German Shepherd, is separated from 
his Jewish family and his beloved 10 year 
old master, Joshua. What follows is a story 
of love and courage during an unforgettable 
time in history seen through the eyes and 
perspective of a dog. More info at mnff.org or 
townhalltheater.org.

FRIDAY, DEC. 31
NEW YEAR’S EVE FIREWORKS AND ICE 
SKATING IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Dec. 
31, beginning at 6:30 p.m., Middlebury Rec 
Field, Mary Hogan Dr. American Legion Post 
27, is sponsoring this year’s New Year’s Eve 
fireworks and ice skating. Fireworks will begin 
at approximately 6:30 p.m. When they’re done  
head over to the Memorial Sports Center and 
enjoy free ice skating from 7-8:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JAN. 2
“CINDERELLA” LIVE IN HD IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Sunday, Jan. 2, 1 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 S. 
Maple St. Laurent Pelly’s storybook staging of 
Massenet’s Cendrillon is presented with an all-
new English translation in an abridged 90-minute 
adaptation, with mezzo-soprano Isabel 
Leonard as its rags-to-riches princess. Encore 
screening of the January 1 Met performance. 
Tickets $24 adults/$10 students, available at 
townhalltheater.org.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 5
“FROM REMBRANDT TO VINCENT VAN GOGH 
AND BEYOND” VIRTUAL LECTURE. Wednesday, 
Jan. 5, 7 p.m., Vermont Humanities Council. 
Author and artist Carol Berry describes how 
Rembrandt, Delacroix, Millet and other artists 
inspired Vincent Van Gogh to develop a 
personal and universal language that ultimately 
resonated with 20th century artists. Register 
at vermonthumanities.org/first-wednesdays/
library-schedules/first-wednesdays-middlebury.

THURSDAY, JAN. 6
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB CROSS-COUNTRY SKI 
IN RIPTON. Thursday, Jan. 6, Goshen Dam. A 2-4 
mile ski to Goshen Dam,  depending on route, 
snow conditions, and if group prefers to do as 
a loop. If snow is not good, will do as a hike or 

snowshoe. Contact Morris Earle at morrisearle@
gmail.com with questions or to register.

SATURDAY, JAN. 8
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN RIPTON. 
Saturday, Jan. 8, Spirit in Nature, Goshen Rd. 
Easy to moderate hike on the Spirit in Nature 
trails, 3-4 miles maximum, minimal elevation 
gain. Depending on conditions snowshoes, 
microspikes and poles recommended. Contact 
leader Liana Merrill at merrill.liana@gmail.com to 
get details and register.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 12
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB SNOWSHOE IN 
HANCOCK. Wednesday, Jan. 12. Snowshoe 
north from Middlebury Gap on the Long Trail to 
Silent Cliffs and towards Burnt Hill turnoff. 1-2 
miles each way, depending on group interest. 
Strenuous. Contact Morris Earle at morrisearle@
gmail.com with questions or to register.

“THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM” VIRTUAL 
LECTURE SERIES IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, 
Jan. 12, 7 p.m., Zoom. In “Picturing Difference: 
Photography, Democracy, and Race in the 19th 
Century,” Michelle Smiley will discuss American 
daguerreotype portraiture, its uses as both 
as a scientific instrument and as a means of 
picturing loved ones, as well as the photographic 
portrait as a medium of democratic participation, 

MCTV Channel 1071 
Friday, Dec. 31

5:15 a.m. Central Vermont Public 
  Safety

7:30 a.m. Congregational Church 
  Service

10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church 

  Service
5:30 p.m. Energy Week
6:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
7:30 p.m. Abled and On Air

Saturday, Jan. 1
8 a.m.  Abled and On Air
9 a.m. Energy Week

10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
3:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition

4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
5:30 p.m. Eckankar

7 p.m. Catholic Mass
7:30 p.m. Energy Week

9 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update

Sunday, Jan. 2
5 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
9 a.m. Catholic Mass

10 a.m. Energy Week

11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
4 p.m. Congregational Service

6:30 p.m. Eckankar 
7 p.m. Catholic Mass

10 p.m. Middlebury Edition

Monday, Jan. 3
12 a.m. Cannabis Control Board 

  (CCB)
6 a.m. Middlebury Edition

10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
4 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
6 p.m. Green Mountain Care (GMC) 

  Board

Tuesday, Jan. 4
12 a.m. GMC Board

9:30 a.m. Eckankar
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
3 p.m. Energy Week
4 p.m. Congregational Service
6 p.m. Middlebury Edition
7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs 

Wednesday, Jan. 5
4:30 a.m. CCB
7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service

9 a.m. Middlebury Edition

9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
5 p.m. Energy Week
7 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs

Thursday, Jan. 6
5 a.m. Selectboard

7:30 a.m. Middlebury Edition
8 a.m. Congregational Service

10 a.m. Gov. Scott
12 p.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs

4 p.m. Middlebury Edition
8 p.m. Energy Week

10:30 p.m. Eckankar

Channel 1091 
Friday, Dec. 31

5:30 a.m. Vermont Master Naturalist
7 a.m. Sheldon Museum
9 a.m. Poets & Authors

12 p.m. New State Board of   
  Education

3 p.m. Poets and Authors
5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
6 p.m. ACSD Board Meeting
9 p.m. First Wednesdays

10 p.m. Gardening Programs

Saturday, Jan. 1
5 a.m. All Things LGBQ
6 a.m. ACSD School Board

12 p.m. Growing Dahlias with   
  Kathleen LaLiberte

2:45 p.m. Kids Yoga 
3 p.m. Yoga 
4 p.m. Yestermorrow Speaker 

  Series
5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
6 p.m. State Board of Education

Sunday, Jan. 2
5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
6 a.m. Yestermorrow
7 a.m. North Branch Nature Center

8:30 a.m. Vermont Master Natualist
10 a.m. Poets & Authors

1 p.m. Gardening Programs
7 p.m. ACSD Boards

10 p.m. Yestermorrow

Monday, Jan. 3
12:30 a.m. New State Board of   

  Education
5 a.m. Poets and Authors

11 a.m. Chair Yoga 
12 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist

4 p.m. Yestermorrow
8 p.m. ACSD, HCC Boards

Tuesday, Jan. 4
6 a.m. Yestermorrow 

8:20 a.m. North Branch Nature Center
12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ

1 p.m. ACSD, HCC Boards
7:30 p.m. Sheldon Museum programs
9:30 p.m. Vermont Master Naturalist

10 p.m. First Wednesday

Wednesday, Jan. 5
12 a.m. Programs on Architecture

7 a.m. Yestermorrow
3:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
4:30 p.m. Growing Dahlias

10 p.m. ACSD Board

Thursday, Jan. 6
6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
7 a.m. Yoga

10 a.m. Sheldon Museum Programs
12 p.m. Growing Bright Futures

3:30 p.m. Yestermorrow
5:30 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
6:30 p.m. Local School Boards

    
MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.

SEE CALENDAR ON PAGE 16
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ARIES: March 21-April 20. Aries, group 
dynamics could be tricky this week. Emotions 
are tense and putting too many people 
together may lead to friction. Make a concerted 
eff ort to stay calm.

TAURUS: April 21-May 
21. Taurus, individuals 
often are judged by the 
company they keeps. 
Surround yourself with 
honest, supportive and 
accomplished people 
as much as you can. 

GEMINI: May 22-June 
21. It is tempting to 
want to help in every 
situation, Gemini. But 
this week you may 
need to observe from 
the sidelines and let 
others work things out 
on their own.  

CANCER: June 22-
July 22. Always get 
the facts before you 
react, Cancer. Friends 
may be pulling you in 
diff erent directions and 
want you to be on their 
sides. Decide what is 
best for you. 

LEO: July 23-Aug. 23. 
Leo, if you butt heads 
with a colleague 
or your boss, the 
confrontation will not 
get out of control. 
Things will blow over 
very shortly.

VIRGO: Aug. 24-
Sept. 22. Virgo, if your 
workload gets out 
of control, don’t feel 
that you have to go it alone. Ask for help and 
it will be there. This will ensure all projects are 
completed on time.

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23. Libra, before you dive 
full speed ahead into a new relationship, it is 
better to do your research as much as possible. 
This is especially true when entering a business 

agreement.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-
Nov. 22. Your energy 
levels may be all over 
the place this week, 
Scorpio. Build some free 
time into your schedule 
to accommodate for 
when you may need to 
play catch up. 

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23-Dec. 21.There is no 
need to let emotions 
get the best of you. 
Sagittarius. Your 
confi dence will diff use 
many situations as long 
as you are tactful and 
respectful.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22-Jan. 20. Capricorn, 
your commitment to 
doing things the right 
way is admirable and 
has not gone unnoticed. 
Others look to you for 
inspiration, and this will 
benefi t your career.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 
21-Feb. 18. Aquarius, 
you are on a mission 
this week to stand 
out from the crowd. 
Make sure the light is 
shining on you for all the 
right reasons. Remain 
humble when praise 
comes your way.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 
20. Figure out how to deliver information in an 
empowering way, Pisces. A positive, empowering 
message is likely to be well-received.

Cosmic Forecast

OPEN: M-F 10-5, Saturday 9:30-4
Closed Sunday

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

* Offer valid 12/26/21 - 1/31/22. * In-stock sewing machines.* In-stock sewing machines.* In-stock sewing machines.

WINTER

CLEARANCE
EVENT

Annual
WINTER

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-2  • Rt. 7 So., Middlebury
802-388-2800 •  www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

Happy
New

Year!

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Closed
December 24th - January 4th. 

Happy Holidays
& Happy New Year!

Mon., Wed.- Sat.
10am-5pm

Masks now required in store

DEC. 30 — LeBron James. Basketball player (37)
DEC. 31 — Junot Díaz, novelist (53)
JAN. 1 — Noor Inayat Khan, WWII Resistance 
agent (d) 
JAN. 2 — Isaac Asimov, writer (d)

JAN. 3 — Greta Thunberg, environmental 
activist (19)
JAN. 4 — Isaac Newton, mathematician (d)
JAN. 5 — Alvin Ailey, dancer and 
choreographer (d)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

EDGEWATER WELCOMES 
NEW YEAR WITH ART

Rounding into January, Edgewater Galleries 
in Middlebury will feature exhibitions of 
contemporary and traditional fi ne art from 
emerging and established North American 
artists. 

“Edgewater’s Winter Lecture Series” will host 
a series of three artist talks with Katie Runde, 
Susan Abbott and Kate Gridley from January 
through March 2022.

Thursday, Jan. 20, from 5:30-7 p.m., Edgewater 
Gallery will present “Painting Alexander Twilight,” 
at Edgewater Gallery at the Falls, 1 Mill Street 
in Middlebury. Painter Katie Runde was chosen 
from a pool of 18 applicants to paint the portrait 
that will hang in the statehouse in Montpelier. 
She will discuss the process of creating the 
portrait of Twilight who was believed to have 
been the fi rst African American college graduate 
and the fi rst African American legislator in the 
US. Discussion and light refreshment will follow 
the lecture and slide presentation. Attendees 
must show proof of vaccination and wear masks.

To register for this free event call the gallery at 
802-458-0098 or email info@edgewatergallery-
vt.com.

“Winter Favorites,” will feature selected works 
from Edgewater’s collections. On view at both 
Middlebury locations through Jan. 31.

ARTO N  E X H I B I T

Thank You!
We do it ALL for you.
Addy Indy readers deserve the 
best! That’s why we work every 
day to bring you 
excellent local 
coverage of 
our towns, schools, 
athletics, businesses, 
entertainment and more.

connect with us
@ADDISONINDEPENDENT
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ACROSS
 1. Loud cheer

 5. Defensive nuclear weapon 

(abbr.)

 8. Type of cell

11. Oblong pulpits

13. Pitching statistic

14 Uncommon

15. Liabilities

16. Thin, straight bar

17. Oh goodness!

18. Competitions

20. __ Jima, WW II battlefi eld

21. Professional assn. (abbr.)

22. Italian mountain range

25. Taking possession of

30. Used in cooking and 

medicine

31. Water (French)

32. Parent a child

33. Sun-dried brick

38. One point south of due 

east

41. Female fashion accessory

43. A way of making a copy of

45. A way to debilitate

47. Wings

49. Social insect 

50. Dull brown fabrics

55. Indian musical pattern

56. N. England university

57. Portable stands for coffi  ns

59. Iranian district

60. Envision

61. Passerine bird genus

62. Container

63. Falter

64. Tunisian city

DOWN
 1. Cool!

 2. Passover off ering

 3. Swedish rock group

 4. Collegiate military 

organization

 5. Large nests

 6. Beloved baked good

 7. 1980s pop legend

 8. Finger millet

 9. Hillside

10. Surrender

12. Midway between south 

and southeast

14. Long, narrow strap

19. Discount

23. A type of cast

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box 
must contain each 
of the numbers 1 to 
9. Puzzles come in 
three grades: easy, 
medium and diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 15.

24. Large, tropical lizard

25. Half of “Milli Vanilli”

26. Single

27. Big truck

28. Midway between east and 

southeast

29. Et __: indicates further

34. Insecticide

35. Luke Skywalker’s mentor 

__-Wan

36. Cast out

37. Breakfast food

39. By reason of

40. One who makes thread

41. Baseball stat

42. Breezed through

44. Frothy mass of bubbles

45. Tony-winning actress 

Daisy

46. Made of fermented honey 

and water

47. Member of a Semitic 

people

48. Monetary unit of the 

Maldives

51. Run batted in

52. Makes publicly known

53. Disagreement

54. Soluble ribonucleic acid

58. Single-reed instrument

Puzzles

Exercise your mind.
With the Addy Indy puzzles every Thursday!

Stay Sharp
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This property includes three units and off ers many possibilities for a homeowner, an 
investor, or a combination of both! Currently, it is being used as an offi  ce with 2 rentals 
bringing in $1,600/mo. The main unit has hardwood fl oors, and a spacious living room 
with a beautiful staircase leading up to 3 bedrooms and a full bath. The grand front porch 

is made of Brazilian cherry hardwood and is wide enough for dining 
and lounging. The second unit is attached and expandable to the 
main building if you wish to increase the living space of the main 
building. The third unit is a converted carriage barn fi nished with 
antique planking.  Become part of the Bristol downtown and enjoy 
all the benefi ts of the park, shopping and the crem ee stand just a 
short walk away.

23 WEST STREET, BRISTOL

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Possibilites abound at this Bristol home

$449,000

This week’s property is managed by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices the 
Landmark Group.  More info at www.ReVT4u.com.
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WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL 
HOUSING  
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

realestate

ADVERTISE
WITH US

G I V E  U S  A  C A L L  T O D A Y !
A D S @A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T.C O M 8 0 2 - 3 8 8 - 4 9 4 4

BOOK
R E V I E W

Journalist Tabitha Lasley was determined to write about the men 
who worked the oil rigs in the North Sea off the coast of Aberdeen, 
the northeast region of the United Kingdom. She wanted to uncover 
the effects these brutal working conditions — these offshore workers 
oftentimes worked in shift patterns of two or three weeks on the rig 
and two or three weeks onshore — had on their relationships and 
families. She wanted to know what these men were like without 
women around, but as many people pointed out, a woman would 
be around and that woman was her. What transpired during the 
course of her investigation, in which she interviewed over a hundred 
oil rig workers, transformed her book from not just an insider’s 
view of a dangerous and fraught global industry shouldered by the 
working class, but also a shockingly honest portrayal of a journalist 
who crosses the line, a journalist whose own surging desires fuel a 
reckless attitude emboldened by the men who surrounded her. She 
exposes even more about herself than even the men she interviews. 
It’s as if the book she wanted to write was taken over by the book she 
had to write, and that turns out to be a very good thing.

— Reviewed by Jenny Lyons. Connect with her on Instagram @jennysbookshop 
to find more great book reviews and recommendations. 

Look for these titles and more at your local bookstore.

SEA STATE: A MEMOIR — BY TABITHA LASLEY

Matrix, by  Lauren Groff

The Liar’s Dictionary, 
by Eley Williams

Bewilderment, by Richard Powers

The Sentence, by Louise Erdrich

Fox and I, by Catherine Raven

How the Word Is Passed, 
by Clint Smith

Once There Were Wolves, 
by Charlotte McConaghy

Infinite Country, by Patricia Engel

Under a White Sky, 
by Elizabeth Kolbert

Punch Me Up to the Gods, 
by Brian Broome

*Read these reviews 
and many more on 

addisonindependent.com

(Ecco Press)

JENNY’S TOP 10 OF 2021*
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s o l u t i o n s Dec. 30, 2021
Puzzle

nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Beth Buckman | Community Lender | NMLS #41062

Exercise your mind.
With the Addy Indy puzzles every Thursday!

Stay Sharp
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particularly 
for African 
American, 
Asian, and 
women 
subjects. 
More info and 

registration at henrysheldonmuseum.org/events.

SATURDAY, JAN. 15
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN CHARLOTTE. 
Saturday, Jan. 15, Charlotte Wildlife Refuge. An 
easy to moderate 3.1-mile network hike through 
woodlands and farms. The 290-acre property 
includes 2.25 miles of gravel trails winding through 
agricultural fi elds and meadows. Elevation gain is 
about 200 feet. Pets are not allowed on this hike. 
Contact trip leader Ken Corey at kac4964@gmail.
com for questions or to register. 

SUNDAY, JAN. 16
“FROM THE WILD SEA” ON SCREEN IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, Jan. 16, 2 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater, 68 S. Maple St. This documentary 
portrays the heroic eff orts of a network of marine 
wildlife rescue volunteers who work tirelessly to 
save sea animals from oil, plastic and escalating 
winter storms. In depicting the complex collision 
between humans and nature, the fi lm deftly 

oscillates between the perspectives of humans 
and animals. Part of the MNFF Selects series. 
More info and tickets at townhalltheater.org or 
middfi lmfest.org.

SUNDAY, JAN. 23
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Sunday, Jan. 23, Trail Around Middlebury. An easy to 
moderate 6- to 8-mile hike that meanders through 
Wright Park, may be very slippery. Well-mannered 
and leashed dogs welcome. Call Ellen Cronan at 
908-595-2926 to get details and register.

SATURDAY, JAN. 29
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN 
FERRISBURGH. Saturday, Jan. 29, Kingsland Bay 
State Park, 787 Kingsland Bay Park Rd. Easy hike, 
2-3 miles, minimal elevation gain. Depending on 
conditions snowshoes, microspikes and poles 
recommended. Contact leader David Andrews 
at vtrevda@yahoo.com, 802-388-4894, to get 
details and register.

RUSTY DEWEES IN VERGENNES. Saturday, 
Jan. 29, 7:30 p.m., Vergennes Opera House, 120 
Main St. Rusty DeWees, comedian, musician 
and storyteller, returns to the Vergennes Opera 
House with a year’s worth of new material for a 
night of humor, storytelling and music. Tickets 

$15 available at vergennesoperahouse.org/
events.

SATURDAY, FEB. 5
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Feb. 5, Wright Park. 
Easy to moderate hike in Wright Park, 3-4 miles 
maximum, minimal elevation gain. Depending 
on conditions snowshoes, microspikes and 
poles recommended. Contact leader Liana 
Merrill at merrill.liana@gmail.com  to get details 
and register.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 9
“THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM” VIRTUAL 
LECTURE SERIES IN MIDDLEBURY. Wednesday, 
Feb. 9, 7 p.m., Zoom. In “Old Maps, New Pathways: 
Cartography, Museum Collections, and Decolonial 
Possibilities,” Williams College Professor 
Christine DeLucia revisits maps and material 
culture collections in local museums, historical 
societies, and archives across the Northeast 
to explore two intertwined threads: how these 
sources can illuminate histories of Euro-colonial 
impacts across Indigenous homelands; and 
how they may convey vital Indigenous critiques, 
resistances and ongoing relationships with 
homelands and sovereignties. Info and zoom link 
at henrysheldonmuseum.org/events.

802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a 
designated 

agency 
brokerage.

VERGENNES,VT
Only minutes from downtown Vergennes, this affordable 
3 BDR, 2BA home is in nice condition. The shed has 
electricity and can be used as a hobby space. Water, 
sewer and trash are included in the lot rental fee. 
MLS# 4893467 $42,000

designated 

Build your future in 2022!

COMMUNITY CORNER

affordable 

living in
 vergennes

BRIDPORT, VT
This parcel is sited high enough to provide a long-range 
view of the New York bridge. The land includes a flat 
meadow that would be perfect for animals or gardens. 
The nearby woods are ideal for hunting or exploring.
MLS# 4829763 $99,900

FERRISBURGH, VT
Protected by mature tree lines to the north and south, 
this is an ideal lot on which to build your dream home. 
Ideally located at the Northern end of Addison Co. for 
easy commute to the Greater Burlington Area as well 
as just a few minutes away from downtown Vergennes. 
MLS# 4893178 $114,000

BRIDPORT, VT
This lot includes over 200 
feet of lakeshore with wide 
sweeping views. The land 
is level and will be easy 
to build on. Wastewater 
permit is in place. 
MLS# 4868104 $295,000

Enjoy 756 feet of lakeshore 
with wide sweeping views. 
Highly sought after area for 
boating, fishing and duck 
hunting. Level lot, easy 
to build on. Wastewater 
permit is in place. 
MLS# 4868108 $375,000

Adirondack 

Views

Lakeshore 

Lots

Last Lot 

Available

Consider donating to John Graham Housing & Services, so 
that those in need can have a happy new year, too.

In 2021, despite COVID, JGHS provided 129 people with 
emergency shelter and/or transition to affordable housing.  

An additional 228 people received services like food, 
transportation, referral to therapeutic services, and help 
with affordable housing applications. Many of these 228 

people were sheltered at motels and hotels because Addison 
County emergency shelters were at capacity and the housing 

shortage has increased since the start of the pandemic.

John Graham Housing & Services is located at 69 Main 
St., Vergennes.  Call 802-877-2677 or email info@

johngrahamshelter.org for more information.

CALENDAR
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