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Local family reunited
with World War II Purple Heart

RONALD LAROSE, COMMANDER of American Legion Post 19 in Bristol, right, recently 
receives World War II veteran Clay Darling’s Purple Heart, which was separated from Darling’s 
family. Legion Post 133 Commander Bryan Moore presents the medal in the Maricopa, Ariz., 
tattoo shop that played a key role in the story. 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
MONKTON — During the summer of 1945, 

an Allied victory over Japan seemed imminent 
enough that Frank Darling, 55, of Caldwell, Idaho, 
felt the urge to celebrate in advance. After all, his 
three sons, Dale (27), Elden (25) and Clay (20), 
had survived the war and would soon be coming 
home.

Tragically, that celebration never got under way. 
On or about July 28, it is believed that Aviation 

Radioman 3rd Class Clay D. Darling — who had 
enlisted in the Navy upon graduating high school 
and who had been stationed in the Pacific theater 
on the aircraft carrier U.S.S. Randolph — took 
off in a torpedo bomber piloted by Lt. Claire T. 
Williams of Wisconsin, and never returned.

The events of that raid are echoing through the 
years and the miles in Addison County this month.

The airplanes on that mission had been tasked 
with attacking Japanese submarines moored near 
the Kure naval port, just south of Hiroshima, as 
part of a larger assault on the Japanese Imperial 
Navy and shipping networks.

Japanese naval strength had by then been so 
crippled that it was deemed a minor threat, but 
the attack on Kure went forward, in part because a 
number of Japanese ships anchored there had been 
deployed in the 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor.

On Aug. 6, nine days after Clay Darling’s 
last known flight, the U.S. detonated an atomic 
bomb over the city of Hiroshima. On Aug. 9, the 
U.S. detonated another A-bomb, this one over 
Nagasaki. And on Aug. 15, less than three weeks 
after Darling was presumed to have been shot 
down, Japan surrendered.

Darling, Williams and several other soldiers 
listed as Missing in Action after the attacks on 
Kure and the Inland Sea were officially declared 
dead on July 29, 1946, according to HonorStates.
com.

The Purple Heart awarded to Clay D. Darling, 
for “being wounded or killed in any action against 
an enemy of the United States or as a result of an 
act of any such enemy or opposing armed forces,” 
would have been presented to Darling’s parents, 
Frank and Mabel Darling.

What happened to the medal after that is a matter 
of conjecture, but thanks to the detective work of 

a couple of veterans, along with coordination 
between two American Legion posts, it’s about 
to make its way back to the Darling family in 
Vermont, more than 75 years after it would have 
been presented.
ARIZONA-BOUND

Ronald LaRose, commander of the American 
Legion Post 19 in Bristol and, until recently, the 
Department of Vermont Legion Commander, 
got an unusual phone call this past August.

Bryan Moore, commander of American 
Legion Post 133 in Maricopa, Ariz., told LaRose 
he had come into possession of Clay Darling’s 

Purple Heart and had identified a member of 
Darling’s family — his nephew, Wayne Darling, 
of Monkton.

If he got the medal to LaRose could LaRose 
get it to Wayne Darling?

Coincidentally, it so happened that LaRose 
and his wife, Connie, were heading to Arizona 
already, for the National American Legion 
Convention in Phoenix.

So on Sept. 3, an American Legionnaire 
picked up the LaRoses in Phoenix and drove 
them to Maricopa, 41 miles to the south.

(See Purple Heart, Page 10)
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AVIATION RADIOMAN 3RD Class Clay Darling was stationed on the U.S.S. 
Randolph in the Pacific in 1945 when his plane went down during a mission. His 
nephew Wayne Darling of Monkton happened to visit the ship during the 1960s, 
where he saw a plaque naming his uncle. 

“There was nothing but desert, cacti 
and wild horses along the way,” Connie 
LaRose recalled.

But instead of traveling to Post 133, 
they stopped ... at a tattoo parlor.
TEAMWORK

It turns out that sometime during the 
mid- to late-1990s, an artist named Nick 
Sanchez had accepted Clay Darling’s 

Purple Heart as payment for his work. 
Whether or not it was a member of the 
Darling family who paid with the medal 
is unclear.

Sanchez placed it in some box or other 
and forgot about it, LaRose said. Then, 
several years ago, after the artist had 
bought a building in Maricopa and started 
a tattoo shop there, his receptionist — 
U.S. Navy veteran Ruth Strickengloss — 

Purple Heart
(Continued from Page 9)

found it.
“You know we need to get this back to 

the family,” she told Sanchez, according 
to a Sept. 4 story by Fox 10 Phoenix.

Strickengloss wrote a post about the 
medal on her veterans Facebook page, 
LaRose said, and a fellow Legionnaire 

named Jim Bussey responded and “ran 
with it.”

Using military, census and various 
online records, Bussey reconstructed 
Clay Darling’s story, but he couldn’t find 
a living relative, he said in his summary of 
the story, which LaRose shared with the 

U.S. NAVY SERVICEMAN Clay D. Darling was presumed killed in action when the 
airplane he was in failed to return from a mission to sink Japanese submarines in 
a harbor near Hiroshima just nine days before the atomic bomb attack. The Navy 
issued this Purple Heart medal to his parents, and this week it will find its way to 
his nephew in Monkton.

Saluting our Veterans

Middlebury American Legion
49 Wilson Rd., P.O. Box 28, Midd., Vt. 05753 • 802-388-9311 • legionpost27@aol.com

Please consider coming to the Middlebury American Legion on Saturday, Nov 13th to make a donation
to the Dodge House homeless shelter for veterans. We will match all donations up to $10,000 for this important cause.
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Honoring our country’s Veterans – past, present and future
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Auxiliary Unit # 14
Sons of the American  Legion Sq. #14

WAYNE DARLING OF Monkton holds a photo of his uncle Clay Darling when he 
was a member of the U.S. Navy in World War II. On Veterans Day, Wayne Darling 
will receive a Purple Heart for his uncle, who killed in action during the waning 
days of the war.

Independent photo/Steve James

Independent.
Eventually, Bussey connected with 

someone building a Darling family tree 
on Ancestry.com, who connected him 
with Wayne Darling.
FAMILY

When Wayne Darling was growing up 
in Idaho, there wasn’t a lot of discussion 
about his Uncle Clay, he recalled.

“I knew I’d had an uncle who had died 
at the end of World War II, but my family 
didn’t have much interest in revisiting the 
topic of a fallen son,” he said.

During the mid-1960s, as part of his 
ROTC training, Wayne Darling had spent 
three months on the U.S.S. Randolph, 
the aircraft carrier his uncle had served 
on 20 years earlier — and discovered on 
its hangar deck a brass plaque dedicated 
to service members who were lost while 
serving on that ship. His uncle Clay’s 
name was inscribed there.

But Wayne Darling hadn’t known about 
his uncle’s Purple Heart.

Its recent resurfacing has “sparked a 
little bit of family research... and quite a bit 
of electronic chatter about my uncle, his 
Purple Heart and which family members 
might have had the medal,” Darling said.

But now, “the medal is going to come 
back to the family,” he said. “Which is 
good.”

It was Wayne Darling who told the 
Independent about his grandfather Frank 
and the end-of-war celebration that was 

over before it started.
HOME

On Thursday, Nov. 11, Veterans Day, 
at American Legion Post 19 in Bristol, 
Cmdr. LaRose will officially return ARM-
3C Clay D. Darling’s Purple Heart to the 
Darling family.

Wayne Darling, with his wife, Peggy 
looking on, and his sister and her family 
in attendance, will accept it.

The engraving on the back indicates it 
was the original medal presented to Frank 
and Mabel Darling more than 75 years 
ago — replacement medals don’t carry 
the name and rank, noted Post 19 Adjutant 
Alan Smith Sr.

Such medals “usually mean more 
to the families than to the service 
members,” Smith said. “As the old 
saying goes, a medal and 50 cents 
will get you a cup of coffee.” But for 
a family, something like a Purple 
Heart often represents a tangible, final 
memory of a fallen soldier.

LaRose feels honored to be a part 
of returning Clay Darling’s medal to a 
family member.

“Our job is to advocate for our 
veterans,” LaRose said. “When you’ve 
been in the military it doesn’t matter 
which branch, it’s a fraternity, the medals 
are the same. When something like this 
comes up, this is what we do — to bring 
closure.”

For more information about the Purple 
Heart visit tinyurl.com/militarymerit.

Clay Darling
(Continued from Page 10)
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By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 

American Legion Post 27 on Saturday, 
Nov. 13, will collaborate with a local 
radio station to raise donations for the 
Dodge House, a Rutland-based shelter for 
homeless veterans that’s in urgent need of 
new furniture, bed linens and other basic 
household items.

Plans call for WVTK 92.1 FM of 
Middlebury to broadcast a radiothon 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Post 27 
headquarters at 49 Wilson Road. Listeners 
will be encouraged to give what they 
can to the Dodge House, and Post 27 is 
committed to matching contributions up 
to $10,000, according to Adjutant Tom 
Scanlon.

WVTK’s Kenny “KG” Gilbert 
will coordinate the on-air fundraiser. 
Donors will be invited to drop off their 
contributions at Post 27.

Dodge House is one of many charitable 
causes the Middlebury Legion supports 
on an annual basis, according to Post 
27 Commander Laura Flint. The post’s 
generous grant awards vary in size, 
totaling more than $50,000 each year for 
causes ranging from food for the hungry 
to scholarships for Addison County high 
school seniors.

But The Dodge House, located at 
95 Crescent St. in Rutland, is drawing 

extra scrutiny this year because of its 
special significance to veterans and its 
commitment to serving a population 
contending with the extra challenges of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Based on the 
most recent (2020) statistics from the 
United States Interagency Council on 
Homelessness, there are an estimated 71 
homeless veterans in Vermont.

“There are a lot of stubborn veterans 
who don’t like to ask for help and 
who prefer to be by themselves,” Flint 
explained.

Dodge House administrators 
acknowledge a shelter environment runs 
counter to the independent nature of some 
veterans, so it supplies boots, jackets 
and to-go food for those who prefer to 
remain outside. The organization’s free 
services include shelter, employment 
counseling and job-search aid, financial 
literacy, educational opportunities and 
peer networking.

Referrals to Dodge House programming 
come from veterans themselves, friends of 
veterans, service organizations, substance 
abuse treatment centers, emergency 
homeless shelters, faith-based services, 
the Veterans Administration and various 
other support groups. 

The Dodge House has “graduated” 
many successful residents who have 

 MIDDLEBURY LEGION POST 27 Adjutant Tom Scanlon, left, and Vermont 
Veterans’ Home Chief Executive Melissa Jackson pose with one of three all-
weather benches that Post 27 recently donated to the veterans’ facility in 
Bennington. Post 27 was able to purchase the benches, at cost, from Woodware, 
for $3,000.

Photo courtesy of Laura Flint

Supporting homeless 
vets & helping others

(See Bench, Page 13)

We salute all military personnel
for the sacrifices they have made for our freedom.

Brick forms
for the

Memorial are 
still available.

Bristol American Legion, Inc. Post 19

56 Airport Drive, Bristol, VT 05443     •      (802)453-2951

The Bristol
American 

Legion Post 
19 meets at 
7pm the 4th 

Wednesday of 
every month.
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moved on to further their education, 
started their own business or simply 
assimilated within a community. Dodge 
House requires that all residents be drug- 
and alcohol-free.

Among other things, The Dodge House 
right now is in particular need of paper 
towels, coffee, food and food containers, 
postage stamps, envelopes, personal care 
items (for both men and women), bath 
towels and new bedding

Post 27 this fall also provided a major 
assist to the Vermont Veterans’ Home in 
Bennington. The organization recently 
used $3,000 in donations to buy three 
all-weather benches for the home. 
Middlebury’s Woodware provided the 
benches at cost, according to Flint. The 
$3,000 was harvested from a collection 
basket that Post 27 maintained during a 
series of COVID-19 vaccination sessions 
it hosted in Middlebury throughout the 
year.

Other recent beneficiaries of Post 27’s 
philanthropy included seven separate 
Addison County fire departments that 
each received $500; Addison County 
Readers, which received $2,000 for 
books for young children; Middlebury’s 
Memorial Sports Center, which received 
$1,800 for a new scoreboard; and Addison 
Central Teens, which received $500 for a 
series of pizza nights.

Please help Legion Post 27 and the 
Middlebury VFW Post 7823 honor 

veterans past and present at a Veterans 
Day ceremony to be held at the VFW 
headquarters at 530 Exchange St. at 11 
a.m. on Thursday, Nov. 11. The event will 
include remembrance speeches, followed 

by refreshments.
For more information about 

the Middlebury Legion, log on to 
americanlegionpost27.com. Also, check 
out the Middlebury VFW’s Facebook 

page at tinyurl.com/2pzcaz6n. Find 
out more about The Dodge House at 
dodgehousevt.org.

Reporter John Flowers is at johnf@
addisonindependent.com.

Bench
(Continued from Page 12)

Remembering his service
MONKTON RESIDENT WAYNE Darling displays these photos of his uncle Clay Darling, who enlisted in the U.S. Navy 

right out of high school. Clay Darling fought and died in the Pacific Theater of World War II, serving on the aircraft 
carrier U.S.S. Randolph.

Independent photo/Steve James
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VERMONT — The U.S. Small 
Business Administration this month 
celebrated the entrepreneurial spirit and 
resilience of our veteran small business 
owners during National Veterans Small 
Business Week, which was Nov. 1-5.

“National Veterans Small Business 
Week is a time to honor the service and 
celebrate the impact of our nearly 1.8 
million veteran entrepreneurs who are a 
driving force in our economy, generating 
approximately $1 trillion annually and 
employing nearly 4 million people,” 
said SBA Administrator Isabella Casillas 
Guzman. “The SBA team is committed 
to providing the capital, marketplace 
opportunities and supportive network of 
Veterans Business Outreach Centers so 
that our veterans and military spouses 
can continue to do what they do best — 
face hardships head-on to build, innovate, 
and adapt their businesses to survive and 
thrive.”

Vermont hosts one of 22 Veterans 
Business Outreach Centers (VBOCs) 
located throughout the nation. VBOCs 
host the “Boots to Business” and “Boots 
to Business Reboot” programs, which 
offer courses on entrepreneurship 
on military installations and in local 

communities. Since the program’s 
inception in 2013, Boots to Business 
has trained and graduated more than 
143,955 service members, veterans, 
National Guard and Reserve members, 
and military spouses.
SERVICES PROVIDED
BY THE CENTER

Pre-Business Plan Workshops
VBOCs conduct entrepreneurial 

development workshops dealing 
specifically with the major issues of 
self-employment. An important segment 
of these workshops entails the usage of 
the internet as a tool for developing and 
expanding businesses. Each client is 
afforded the opportunity to work directly 
with a business counselor.

Concept Assessments
VBOCs assist clients in assessing their 

entrepreneurial needs and requirements.
Business Plan Preparations
VBOCs assist clients in developing and 

maintaining a five-year business plan. The 
business plan includes such elements as 
the legal form of the business, equipment 
requirements and cost, organizational 
structure, a strategic plan, market 
analysis, and a financial plan. Financial 
plans include financial projections, budget 

Vets get expert help 
for their businesses
Center offering online workshops

802-388-8999
John and Jim Fitzgerald

Telecommunications Sales & Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics

Thanks to our Veterans for 
Keeping us Connected to our Freedoms.

(802) 388-6427(802) 388-6427

Let us remember and honor 
those heros that served
to protect our freedoms 

this Veterans Day.

Thank you!

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com

Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a designated 
agency brokerage.

We are a designated 

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services – Th e Landmark Group honors 
and thanks all of our active Armed Forces Service Members and all 
of our Veterans for their service to our Country. We are proud to say 
that we have and will continue to help them with the buying and selling 
of real estate as they relocate. We have knowledge of the requirements 
when purchasing with VA loans and have certi� ed VA agents to help them 
through the purchase process. To � nd out more call us at: 802-877-2134. 

www.JackmansInc.com  •   64 Jackman Drive, Bristol
453-2381

In honor of those who have served 
and who continue to serve. 

Thank You.
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projections, and funding requirements.
Comprehensive Feasibility Analysis
VBOCs provide 

assistance in identifying 
and analyzing the 
strengths and weaknesses 
of the business plan to 
increase the probability 
of success. The results of 
the analysis are utilized 
to revise the strategic 
planning portion of the 
business plan.

E n t r e p r e n e u r i a l 
Training and 
Counseling

VBOCs, working 
with other SBA 
resource partners, target 
entrepreneurial training 
projects and counseling 
sessions tailored 
specifically to address 
the needs and concerns 
of the service-disabled 
veteran entrepreneur.

Mentorship
VBOCs conduct, 

as appropriate, onsite 
visits with clients to 
ensure adherence to their business plans. 
Additionally, VBOCs review monthly 
financial statements to determine whether 
a revision of the business plan is warranted 
or that desired results are being attained.

The VBOC is offering several online 
seminars and workshops to help veterans 
with business planning. The free online 

meetings include: 
Steps for Starting a 

Business
Nov. 17, 4:30 p.m. to 

5:30 p.m. 
Join Jennie Murphy, 

director of the VBOC 
of New England, who 
will help you to explore 
how to start a business. 
The online webinar 
will explore essential 
building blocks of 
business startup.

O p p o r t u n i t y 
Recognition for 
Entrepreneurs

Nov. 22, 9 a.m. to 10 
a.m. 

A small business 
expert will explore 
opportunity recognition 
through personal 
discovery or creative 
collaboration during 
this online webinar. 
Opportunity results 
when an idea is 

evaluated and acted upon. If you have 
a small business and are interested in 
diversification or if you are interested in 
starting a small business this webinar will 
be relevant to you.

Business Plan Basics
Dec. 1, noon to 1 p.m. 
This online webinar will show you how 

to build the perfect business plan and 
teach you the need-to-knows of market 
research, marketing, financials and more. 
If you are an aspiring entrepreneur with a 
specific business idea, or if you have been 
operating your business for a few years 
but have not yet written a business plan, 
this workshop is for you. 

Steps for Starting a Business
Dec. 6, 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
The online webinar will explore 

essential building blocks of business 
startup. You will leave with the 
information needed to guide you on your 
entrepreneurial journey.

U.S. Rep. Jason Crow, D-Colo., a 
former Army Ranger, lauded the SBA for 
working with veterans.

 “Our service members have our backs; 
it’s our responsibility to have their backs, 
too. That means ensuring veterans have 
the tools and resources they need to build 
and run a small business,” Crow said. “I’m 
proud to join in recognizing our veteran 
small business community as we continue 
investing in the strength and resiliency of 
American veterans.”

For more information on the resources 
available for veteran entrepreneurs, visit 
sba.gov/veterans. To sign up for the online 
training head to sba-vboc.ecenterdirect.
com and click on the “Training Events” 
link.

Small businesses
(Continued from Page 14)

“National 
Veterans 

Small Business 
Week is a time to 
honor the service 
and celebrate 
the impact of 
our nearly 1.8 
million veteran 
entrepreneurs 
who are a 
driving force in 
our economy, 
generating 
approximately $1 
trillion annually 
and employing 
nearly 4 million 
people.”
— SBA Administrator 

Isabella Casillas 
Guzman

Calling all veterans! The 
American Legion, the largest 
veteran’s organization in the United 
States, and the only veterans service 
organization chartered by the U.S. 
Congress, was responsible for 
the establishment of the Veterans 
Administration as well as the 
enactment of the GI Bill, amongst 
many other achievements and 
accomplishments.  

Middlebury’s American Legion 
Post 27 has been right there with 
them since the start in 1919. This 
local post has contributed hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to veterans 
and children’s organizations, local 
nonprofits, local high school athletic 
teams, as well as to town functions 
and events, just to name a few. They 
have also frequently donated use of 
their hall to benefit others. 

Did you know that Post 27 hosted 
the largest COVID-19 vaccination 
center in Addison County? 
There more than 19,300 COVID 
vaccinations administered there 
earlier this year.

Like most other organizations, 
membership is its backbone, and 

Legions 
look for 

more vets

(See Middlebury Legion, Page 18)
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SUBMITTED BY: AMY BODETTE BARR

Bruce Barr
Master Chief Petty Officer, U.S. Navy

Stationed: Pearl Harbor, Hawaii
The Barrs, Bodettes and Levacks would like to recognize 

and thank Veteran Bruce Barr for his 22 years of service as a 
Seabee in the United States Naval Construction Battalion. 
Bruce enlisted shortly before graduating from VUHS and 

served our country all over the world, including two tours of 
duty in Iraq, before retiring as a Master Chief Petty Officer 

in 2005.  He and his wife, Amy, have happily settled back in 
Vergennes.  Thank you, Bruce – we’re proud of you!

SUBMITTED BY: CONNIE LAROSE

James A. Bouvier
1st Lieutenant

U.S. Army Air Corps; 384th BG
Stationed: Grafton-Underwood, England

Battles and Campaigns: World War II, POW, 
Germany, 1944-1945

Our Hero!

SUBMITTED BY: JAIME, GENEVIEVE AND FRANCIS CAMMACK

Chris Cammack

Captain, U.S. Army
Stationed: OIF 1, 3 & 5

Thank you for coming home safe for us. 
We love you!

SUBMITTED BY: ROD & SHELLY COUSINO

Christopher PJ Cousino
Commander

U.S. Navy

Stationed Navy Yard, Washington, D.C.
Thank you to all active military and Veterans 

for your service. Proud of you, Chris!

SUBMITTED BY: YOUR FAMILY

Lucien C. Farnsworth
Airman First Class

U.S. Air Force

Stationed in Korea, Japan, and Germany
Thank you Lucien and Dad & Grandpa and 

Papa for all you did in the service, 1950-1954. 
We love you very much.  We miss you.

Your Loving Family.

SUBMITTED BY: RALPH P. FARNSWORTH

Ralph P. Farnsworth
E4, U.S. Army

Stationed: Fort Dix, N.J. 
In May of 1962, I volunteered in the U.S. Army with a 
640 MOS and was assigned to Fort Dix, New Jersey 

motor pool for 24 months. I had three new cars 
and drove generals and other visitors that needed 

transportation. I made E4 in 16 months and the last 8 
months of my tour, I was the personal driver of Colonel 

Roberts, chief of staff of Fort Dix.

SUBMITTED BY: HAZEL GRACE

Lawrence T. Grace Jr.

CWO 5
U.S. Army National Guard
Two tours in Afghanistan

Your family is very proud of you!
We love you.

SUBMITTED BY: CONNIE LAROSE

Ronald L. LaRose

LTC, U.S. Army
Stationed: Camp Johnson, Fort Sill, Okla.

3rd Armored Division, Germany 

So proud of your service.
My hero!

SUBMITTED BY: CANDACE L. POLZELLA

Helen E. Burritt (Layn)
1st Lieutenant

U.S. Army Nurse Corps; 
237th General Hospital 

Stationed: France
Battles and Campaigns: Ardennes and 

Rhineland

SUBMITTED BY: CANDACE L. POLZELLA

Roger W. Layn
1st Lieutenant

U.S. Army Air Force; 322 Bomb Squadron 91 
Bomb Group (H)

Stationed: England
Battles and Campaigns: 

Air Offensive Europe; Schweinfurt Mission; 
POW in Germany

SUBMITTED BY MRS. MARY KEROS

Mitchell Keros
Fireman First Class 

U.S. Navy
Served on Destroyer - USS Pettit

D.A.V Medal

Deceased in 2008.
Greatly loved and greatly missed.

- Mrs. Mary Keros, Your Wife

SUBMITTED BY MICHELLE HALL

Betty Hall
U.S. Air Force

Eglin AFB, Florida

Thanks for your service.

–Mom & Grammie

SUBMITTED BY: IRENA PAVLIN

Thomas Morgan
Lieutenant Colonel

Air Force

South Korea, Italy, Alaska and Iraq
To us, you are husband, father, son, brother, and friend. We 

sometimes forget that you are also a warrior. On this day, may 
you realize how loved and appreciated you are for your service. 

Happy Veterans Day.

SUBMITTED BY: SANDRA PUTNAM

Arthur Putnam
SGT-E-5  -  US Army

Fort Devens, Massachusetts

So proud of all you accomplished and even 
more proud of “OUR” hero.

Forever in our hearts.
- Your Wife & Children

SUBMITTED BY:  CODY CLARK

William Clark
Corporal  - Marines

Stationed: Camp Pemberton

Thank you for serving our country, Dad. 
You helped make the world a better place 

for me to grow up in. You deserve to be 
recognized for all that you did. 

Love, Your Son & Wife, Betty

SUBMITTED BY: CLAUDE GODARD

Dirk Smits
Army

Airborne

Stationed in Germany
I love you Grand Pa, thank

you for your service.
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currently it is in decline. However, there 
are many veterans out there who can join. 
Anyone who has had one day of active 
duty in the U.S. armed services since Dec. 
7, 1941, is eligible. Legion boosters point 
out that there are numerous benefits to 
being a member.

Those interested in what it means to be 

a Legion member or who already knows 
they want to join is asked to please 
stop into Post 27, which is located on 
Boardman Street in Middlebury, or call 
the post adjutant at 802-989-0486 for 
an application and more information. 
The adjutant notes, there is strength in 
numbers, and your help is needed.  

Middlebury Legion
(Continued from Page 15)

Attention veterans and active services 
members were you exposed to burn pits 
while deployed?

If so, sign up for the VA Burn Pit 
Registry today.

The VA established this registry in 2014 
to put data to work for veterans and help 
the administration better understand the 
potential health effects of exposure to 
airborne hazards during military service. 
The biggest source of those airborne 
hazards are the big outdoor pits on military 
bases where soldiers, sailors, marines and 
airmen burn trash and other refuse.

By joining the registry, vets can provide 
information that will help VA provide 
better care to all veterans.

Is this for you?
Veterans and service members who 

deployed to the Southwest Asia theater 

of operations after Aug. 2, 1990, as well 
as those deployed to Afghanistan and 
Djibouti after Sept. 11, 2001, are invited 
to join the registry. This includes people 
deployed in Operations Desert Storm/
Desert Shield, New Dawn, or Iraqi 
Freedom/Enduring Freedom.

Why sign up?
• Document your exposures and health 

concerns.
• Improve awareness of long-term 

health for you and other veterans.
• Learn about follow-up care at the VA.
• Satisfaction from helping other 

veterans and service members.
For assistants in enrolling in the VA 

Burn Pit Registry call a Vermont Veterans 
Outreach Specialist at 888-607-8773.

You can also head online to tinyurl.
com/BurnPitVA.

Registry tracks illness 
caused by burn pits

Seymour Street, 
1943

Exchange Street, 

2010

“Making Friends Warm Is Our Business”
213 Exchange St., Middlebury • 388-9260 • 800-735-3530
Owned & Operated by the MacIntyre Family Since 1943

67 Years of Service
1943-2010
Serving Addison County

Gasoline
Card aCCess

24 Hour

• Heating Oil

• Plumbing and Heating
       Sales, Service and Installation

• Petroleum Equipment
       Sales, Service and Installation

“Making Friends Warm is our Business!”

Owned and Operated by the MacIntyre Family since 1943

213 Exchange Street, Middlebury • 388-9260 • 388-3014
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“Making Friends Warm is our Business!”
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213 Exchange Street, Middlebury • 388-9260 • 388-3014
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“Making Friends Warm is our Business!”

Owned and Operated by the MacIntyre Family since 1943

213 Exchange Street, Middlebury • 388-9260 • 388-3014

Gasoline
Card aCCess

24 Hour

• Heating Oil

• Plumbing and Heating
       Sales, Service and Installation

• Petroleum Equipment
       Sales, Service and Installation

“Making Friends Warm is our Business!”

Owned and Operated by the MacIntyre Family since 1943

213 Exchange Street, Middlebury • 388-9260 • 388-3014

Plumbing & HEating • PEtrolEum EquiPmEnt • HEating oil

Seymour Street
1943

Exchange Street
2021

All gave some - some gave all

SUBMITTED BY: JACQUI HOOD LEFEBVRE

LAWRENCE J. LEFEBVRE

E4 BUR

US Navy Seabee MCB11

Camp Rhodes,Vietnam;

Port Hueneme, CA;

Indian Head, MD; Bethesda, MD
Thank you for your service and for your continuing

sacrifice as an Agent Orange cancer victim.
You are our hero!!

57 Main St. New Haven | 802-453-3433 | CleggsNewHaven@yahoo.com  
CleggsMemorials.com

Thank you to the brave Thank you to the brave 
men and womenmen and women

who have proudly served who have proudly served 
our country. our country. 
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27 Main Street, Vergennes (802) 877-2422

Dr. Robert Austin, 
Optometrist

EMERGENCY & ROUTINE EYE EXAMS • FASHIONABLE EYEWEAR • CONTACT LENSES
Open Monday 8-4, Tuesday-Friday 8-5 • Call for an appointment today!

WITH RESPECT, HONOR AND 
GRATITUDE WE CELEBRATE  
THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED.

It’s been 101 years since the armistice 
was signed that ended the First World 
War. That war was so horrific that it was 
viewed as the war to end all wars. People 
wanted peace.

In November 1919, President 
Woodrow Wilson 
proclaimed Nov. 11 as 
the first commemoration 
of Armistice Day, but it 
wasn’t until 1938, and 
after many states had 
already made Armistice 
Day a legal holiday, that 
Congress made the 11th 
of November in each year 
a legal holiday with the 
words describing it as  “a 
day to be dedicated to the 
cause of world peace and 
to be thereafter celebrated 
and known as ‘Armistice 
Day.’”

For over three decades, 
Armistice Day was 
celebrated as a day 
dedicated to remembering 
and recognizing that world 
peace was a goal. Then in 1954, Congress 
amended the Act of 1938 that created 
Armistice Day by striking out the word 
“Armistice” and inserting in its place 
the word “Veterans.” That same year, 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower issued 
the first Veterans Day Proclamation which 

began with the words: “WHEREAS it has 
long been our custom to commemorate 
November 11, the anniversary of the 
ending of World War I, by paying tribute 
to the heroes of that tragic struggle and 
by rededicating ourselves to the cause of 

peace (emphasis added)…”
It was at this juncture that 

the emphasis and reason for 
the day began to drift from 
remembering to dedicate 
ourselves to the cause of 
peace to emphasizing the 
service of veterans (heroes) 
to their country. This is 
certainly very fitting when 
that service is necessary 
to defend the country and 
necessary somehow to 
bring about peace through 
the action of war when 
negotiation and arbitration 
have failed, as was the case 
of the Second World War.

Yet in recent decades, as the 
U.S. fought wars including 
the Vietnam War, the Iraq 
wars, the 18-year war in 

Afghanistan, and the “war on terrorists” 
in many countries, it seems that this 
country has forgotten the real meaning of 
Armistice Day — rededicating ourselves 
to the cause of peace. Clearly, if peace 
had been at the forefront of our leaders’ 
thinking and mission, these wars would 

have been avoided.
Maybe it is human nature to be 

warlike. History is full of wars. Our 
recent attempts at promoting peace 
among nations have failed. The League 
of Nations, formed after World War 
I failed to keep the peace. The 
United Nations, formed after 
World War II, does not 
have a very good track 
record of fostering peace. 
Can we not simply 
live and let others live, 
rather than impose 
our way of being on 
others?

What will it take for 
us humans to realize 
that peace is in our 
collective interest? 
Maybe a common 
enemy? So far the 
enemy has been another 
nation or an alliance of 
other nations. But now, 
the looming common 
enemy is clearly 
showing its powerful 
mettle to all of us. 
Though alarm and fear 
are spreading in the 
face of this enemy, we do not fully and 
collectively acknowledge that it is in our 
common interest to band together to face 
the enemy. Probably because that enemy 

is exactly us. We humans, collectively, 
are the ones creating the enemy — the 
climate crisis. 

Maybe this common enemy will make 
us realize that the many trillions of dollars 

spent on militarization and war by the 
U.S. and many other nations is 

better spent to promote peace 
and do the work necessary 
to meet the challenge of the 
climate crisis.

I am not very hopeful 
that our leaders are 
capable of making 
the changes required. 
They are too caught 
up in the culture and 
patterns of the past to 
change course. In the 
meantime, in the very 
little time we have, 
there are hundreds of 
actions that individuals 
can take to face the 
challenge. And who 
knows, collectively, 
billions of small 
individual actions may 
just change the course 
of history. 

A good first action 
is to change the Veterans Day back 
to Armistice Day and a return to 
emphasizing and dedicating ourselves to 
the cause of peace.

Community
 Forum

This opinion piece 
came us from Reg 
and Carol Spooner 
of Middlebury, who 
are members of the 
Veterans for Peace 
organization. This 
commentary was 
written in 2019 by 
Richard Czaplinski 
of Warren, president 
of the Will Miller 
Green Mountain 
Veterans for Peace, 
Chapter 57. 

These veterans work to end all wars

Though alarm 
and fear are 

spreading in 
the face of this 
enemy, we do 
not fully and 
collectively 
acknowledge 
that it is in our 
common interest 
to band together 
to face the 
enemy. 

John Fuller, Master Plumber  •  802-388-2019
Serving Addison County since 1989

Proud to provide service 
to those who served.

1786 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT

24/7 Pager Service
Mon.-Fri.

7am - 4pm 
388-2296

Respect.
Honor. 
Sacrifice.

Thank you to all  
of our Veterans!

Honoring All Who Have Served
Thank You For Securing Our Freedom

16 Creek Road, Middlebury, VT  •  388-6054
M - F 7:15 - 5:30, Sat. 8 - 3 www.countrysidecarpetandpaint.com
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BE A MEMBER. NOT JUST A NUMBER. 

Member owned. Member committed. 

At Co-op, we’re member owned and member committed.
 Since 1915  we’ve been providing protection for individuals, farms and 

businesses with a large network of local agents, fast and fair claims 
service, knowledge of farm safety practices and affordable rates.

At the Co-op, you’re a member, not just a number.  

292 Colonial Drive, Middlebury, VT 05753-5890
(802) 388-7917   |   (800) 639-4017  

www.co-opinsurance.com   |   www.facebook.com/coopinsco

HOME     •     AUTO     •     BUSINESS     •     FARM

Thanks to all who have served!

Elderly  Services, Inc.

Serving Elderly Veterans
and Their Families Since 1981

We are a  Veterans’ Administration 
Contract Adult Day Center

388-3983 • www. elderlyservices.org

112 Exchange St. Middlebury

✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯

 Agway Thanks all Veterans 
and Military Personnel

for your service to our country. 

You’ve served us – 
now let us serve you! 

Visit Agway Thurs, Fri, Sat or Sun
11/11–11/14 for a

FREE PROPANE FILL (up to 20lbs.)
 

PLUS… an extra 10% OFF 
ANYTHING in the store!

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
338 Exchange St., Middlebury • 802-388-4937

www.middleburyagway.com

OPEN
7 DAYS

Monday - Friday 8-6,
 Saturday 8-5 • Sunday 9-4

     From                           Clothing 
to Pet Food and Supplies, 
all Veterans and Military 

Personnel will SAVE an Extra 10% 
on their entire purchase!

We Thank You!We Thank You!

YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™

MANY 
IN-STORE SPECIALS

Thank you  for 
your Service.

802-877-3118

We remember and honor 

those who have given

their lives defending

our freedom and democracy.

Sanderson -Ducharme
Funeral Home

Locally Owned and Operated
On Site Cremation

117 South Main Street • Middlebury, VT • 388-2311
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WASHINGTON, D.C. — In an ongoing 
commitment to changing the narrative of 
the American veteran, the group Minority 
Veterans of America (MVA) will host 
its second annual Equity, Inclusion 
and Justice Summit this weekend. The 

Nov. 13 and 14 summit is a two-day 
virtual gathering featuring more than 60 
speakers, virtual performances, a job and 
resource fair and prizes.

Summit sessions will include 

Summit pulls together diverse vets

Thomas G. WisnoWski & sons

RT. 125, EasT middlEbuRy, VT 05740

www.accscattle.com • 1-800-339-2697  • ACCS: 802-388-2661

Addison County
Commission sAles, inC.

A special Thank You
to those who have served and 
those who continue to serve.

Members of the Vermont Department 
of the American Legion elected Orwell 
resident Catherine M. Tester as their 
commander this past June. She succeed 
Bristol’s Ronald LaRose of Post 19.  
Salisbury’s Tom Scanlon of Post 27 
in Middlebury was elected senior vice 
commander.

Tester, the department’s 101st 
commander, is a member of Legion 
Post 50 in Castleton and employed by 
Middlebury College.

Upon ascending to position, Tester told 
Vermont American Legion members that 
she would help them, together, to continue 

to uphold the traditions of the four pillars 
of the American Legion: Americanism, 
Children and Youth, Veterans Affairs, and 
National Security, as well as continue the 
organization’s commitment to service. 

She promised to visit individual 
posts around the state. She was at 
Post 27 in Middlebury for the Sept. 
11 commemoration, and at Post 14 in 
Vergennes for the Fall Conference in 
October.

Tester’s motto for the year is “Have a 
goal for tomorrow, a plan for today and 
remember the lessons of yesterday.”

CATHY TESTER OF Orwell, a former commander of American Legion Post 50 in 
Castleton, was elected commander of the Vermont Department of the American 
Legion this past June.

Cathy Tester is the new 
commander of Vt. Legion

(See Justice Summit, Page 22)

Route 7 South  •  Middlebury, VT  •  802-388-6297

Have a Safe and Happy
Veterans Day!

Thank you to the men and women who served.  

260 Court St., Suite 4 • Middlebury, VT 05753  • 802.388.3559 
M-F 10am - 5pm, Sat. 9:30am - 4pm, Closed Sunday   

middleburysewnvac.com

We are proud to honor all veterans.

802.453.2500 • BristolElectronicsVT.com

The team at Bristol Electronics would like to thank 
all who have served, all who are currently serving

 and all who will serve in the future.
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Land Surveying, Topographic Surveying, Land Planning, 
Septic Design and State & Local Permitting

“We will assist you through the permitting process.”

25 West St. • PO Box 388 • Bristol, VT 05443
Telephone: 802-453-3818 • Fax: 802-329-2138 • www.larosesurveys.com

Our Firm Honors All Veterans Who 
Have Served Their Country

From the Addision County Legion Baseball
Players and Coaches ~ past & present

With great appreciation & gratitude to:
Bristol American Legion, Post #19
Middlebury American Legion, Post #27
Vergennes American Legion, Post #14

The Vermont National Guard Family 
Programs provides education, support and 
resources through community.

One of those programs is the Vermont 
Veterans Outreach Program. Staff 
members for Vets Outreach have very 
diverse backgrounds and many of them 
have served in the different branches of 
the military. Their commonality is that 
they know what military veterans are 
facing every day. 

The Vermont Veterans Outreach 
Program has a proven track record in 
helping veterans receive the services they 
need and have earned for their service to 

our country.
The Veteran Outreach Specialist 

in Addison County is Rick Daigle. A 
lifelong Vermonter and proud veteran of 
the U.S. Navy, Daigle said he considers it 
an honor to help out veterans in the Green 
Mountain State. His passion is to help vets 
who have experienced life stressors and to 
help guide them to a sustainable future. 

Daigle works out of the Vergennes 
Armory at 37 Monkton Road in Vergennes. 
His phone number is (802) 338-4313.

The Vermont Veterans Outreach Team 
Lead is Andre Wing, who is at (802) 338-
3022.

Program offers outreach 
aid for Vermont veterans

discussions on minority veterans and 
public policy, military sexual trauma, 
housing, homelessness, and racial equity, 
mental health, substance use and abuse, 
and many more. The 2021 Summit theme 
is “Leading the way, sharing the vision,” 
which will reinforce MVA’s continued 
efforts to be the voice for those who have 
served with honor and dignity, yet face 
systemic barriers and are often left out of 
dialogue regarding and the narrative of 
the American veteran.

The summit is a virtual experience 
where attendees will have access to 

valuable resources, educational tools and 
career opportunities from employers such 
as Amazon, Johnson & Johnson, REI, 
Comcast, and more. In addition, every 
registrant will receive a virtual swag bag 
and will have a chance to win a $1,000 
gear pack from REI.

In the past year leading up to the Summit, 
MVA has worked to establish itself as a 
voice regarding issues for marginalized 
and underrepresented veterans. 

The summit is completely free to attend. 
To register for the 2021 Equity, Inclusion 
and Justice Summit, visit mvasummit21.
vfairs.com.

Justice Summit
(Continued from Page 21)

JACKMAN FUELS, INC.
 Serving Addison & Chittenden Counties Since 1945

PROPANE  •  ULTRA-LOW SULFUR HEATING OIL & KEROSENE 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
WATER HEATERS & RINNAI HEATERS

877-2661
205 Main Street, Vergennes • www.jackmanfuels.com

Family-owned Local Business 
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(802) 388-7259
PO Box 754, Route 7 North, 

Middlebury, VT
www.achhh.org

We are proudWe are proud
to provideto provide

our servicesour services
to thoseto those

who havewho have
served us all.served us all.

Honoring all who servedHonoring all who served

on Veterans Day.on Veterans Day.

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!

33 Seymour Street 
 Middlebury, VT 
802-388-7620 

 www.countytirecenter.com 
info@countytirecenter.com

Mon – Fri  8am-5pm

Family operated since 1982
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FREE STAINLESS STEEL 
UNDERMOUNT KITCHEN SINK 

WITH THE PURCHASE OF A GRANITE, 
QUARTZ OR SOLID SURFACE 

COUNTERTOP.
OFFER VALID THROUGH 12/31/21.

 

Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat 8-12 or by appointment  |  18 Creek Rd  |  Middlebury, VT  |  (802) 458-8999  |  BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

WE OFFER:   CABINETRY FOR KITCHEN, BATH, 
BUILT-INS, OTHER ROOMS & MORE 

  COUNTERTOPS
  HARDWARE
  SINKS, FAUCETS, TUBS/SHOWERS,  

TOILETS & MORE

We humbly salute 
all who serve.
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