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Editor

We want to be the paper of record for local boys’ and girls’ results, but we also try to 
go a little deeper than just reporting scores.  In our stories, we look at why games 
are won and lost and how the teams are trying to reach their potential.  We also 

feature looks at some individual athletes, including why they love their sport and what they 
have learned from them.  And we believe sports is not about winning and losing, but trying 
to achieve as much as possible individually 
and collectively.

Andy Kirkaldy, 
Addison Independent
News & Sports Writer

INDEPENDENT
ADDISON COUNTY

VERMONT’S TWICE-WEEKLY NEWSPAPER
Middlebury, VT 05753 • (802) 388-4944 • www.AddisonIndependent.com 

REPORTERThe 
Brandon • Pittsford • Proctor • West Rutland

Lake Dunmore, Leicester, Whiting, Sudbury, Goshen

Sports Coverage...
ADDISON COUNTY

REPORTER
The

Brandon • Pittsford • Proctor • West Rutland

Lake Dunmore, Leicester, Whiting, Sudbury, Goshen

Vol. 26, No. 36 

Wednesday, September 8, 2021 

75¢

Sanders touts $3.5 trillion plan 

to boost U.S. human services

BY JOHN S. MCCRIGHT

MIDDLEBURY — Vermont’s 

junior U.S. senator is the senior 

legislator on the U.S. Senate’s 

Budget Committee, which makes 

him a very powerful man in Wash-

ington, D.C., these days.

On Monday Sen. Bernie Sand-

ers came to Middlebury — with 

a band of notables including 

Vermont Con-

gressman Peter 

Welch, environ-

mental lumi-

nary and writer 

Bill McKibben 

and several 

other local ac-

tivists. Sanders 

told a crowd 

of more than 

600 that Vermont’s Congressio-

nal delegation is working hard to 

improve the lives of people in the 

Green Mountain State, as well as 

in all of the United States.

Through his leadership of the 

Budget Committee, Sanders 

helped shepherd a $1.5 trillion 

infrastructure bill through the 

Senate this summer. And he is 

working to deliver a $3.5 trillion 

human services infrastructure bill, 

which he said he had a phone call 

about after Monday’s rally.

He urged the crowd of around 

650 people — the largest of five 

town hall gatherings he hosted 

this weekend — to help him con-

vince others around the country to 

embrace a vision of America that 

would build community from the 

bottom up. 

“If we stand together — not let 

the demagogues divide us by race 

or economic 

circumstance 

— we can move 

this world to 

a much better 

place,” Sanders 

said.
After pass-

ing the Ameri-

can Rescue 

Plan Act for 

pandemic recovery, “we said we 

have dealt with the emergency 

in a reasonable way, but now we 

have to look at structural changes 

for some things that have not been 

addressed for decades.”

Sanders said Congress is ad-

dressing the needed structural 

changes in two ways: through 

the bipartisan infrastructure bill 

that funds building of hard assets 

like roads, bridges, water systems, 

public transit and broadband in-

Pittsford selectboard 

worries Route 7 bridge 

redesign makes it worse

Pittsford eyes VLCT process 

to hire town manager

OV fall sports underway

BY KATHERINE LAZARUS

BRANDON –– School is 

back in session at Otter Valley 

Union High School and so are 

fall sports that includes girls and 

boys soccer, field hockey, foot-

ball, cheerleading, cross coun-

try running, and golf. With six 

teams, coaches and athletes have 

set goals as they move forward 

in the season.

Here’s a brief preview of the 

season ahead for Otter Valley 

Union High School.

FIELD HOCKEY

Field Hockey won their first 

game this season 6-0 against 

Brattleboro on Sept. 4, a home 

game with Lily Morgan in the 

goal for her second year starting 

as goalie. 
“It was a really great game 

BY ARIADNE WILL

PITTSFORD — The Pittsford 

Selectboard heard and discussed 

a presentation on the redesign of 

a bridge and surrounding area, in 

the south part of the town at their 

regular meeting last week, Sept. 1. 

That bridge and redesign were on 

Route 7 and its intersection where 

Oxbow Road turns into Route 3.

The presentation provoked 90 

minutes of conversation, but no 

action was taken on the item.

Carolyn Cota, structures project 

manager at VTrans, shared a pre-

sentation on the proposed plans 

to redesign the bridge on Route 7 

and immediate area, which would 

eliminate the green island and the 

existing slip lane, would reduce 

speed in the area, and would re-

quire vehicles approaching from 

Oxbow Road and Route 3 to stop.

Selectmen and about eight 

members of the public said they 

had safety concerns about much 

of the redesign, including the 

elimination of the slip lane and the 

absence of a turning lane in the re-

design.
These concerns were amplified 

as selectmen looked over a 2015 

edition of the plan that preserved 

the slip lane and green island.

But Cota said the structure 

proposed to replace the existing 

bridge would be wider, per the 

state’s standards. She implied this 

would mean the slip lane would 

no longer be needed, as the shoul-

ders on either side of the highway 

would provide plenty of room for 

trucks and other large vehicles to 

pass. Cota also said that the shoul-

ders could act as a bike lane.

BY ARIADNE WILL

The Pittsford Selectboard 

heard and discussed a presenta-

tion on the redesign of a bridge 

and surrounding area, in the 

south part of the town at their 

regular meeting last week.

The presentation provoked 90 

minutes of conversation, but no 

action was taken on the item.

The panel also heard a pre-

sentation from Vermont League 

of Cities and Towns, an organi-

zation that may be hired by the 

town to help find a replacement 

for Town Manager John Haver-

stock.
Haverstock will be stepping 

down from his role after Town 

(See Bridge redesign, Page 16)

(See Hiring process, Page 3)

(See OV sports, Page 9)

(See Sanders rally, Page 15)

“We’re not going  

to build bridges  

for people to  

sleep under.”

— Sen. Bernie Sanders

SEN. BERNIE SANDERS waves to more than 600 area residents following his Middlebury address 

late Monday afternoon at Middlebury’s Town Green as part of his Labor Day tour.
Photos by Steve James(See Lindholm, Page 3B)
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Campy, Newk, and 
New Hampshire’s 
Holman Stadium

KARL LINDHOLM

I have wanted to go to a game in Holman Stadium in Nashua, N.H., for a long time because of the park’s historical significance.Finally, this summer I did, on Aug. 12, the very last day of the season for the Nashua Silver Knights of the Futures College Baseball League, the same league whose championship was won by the Vermont Lake Monsters ( w e l l - d o n e , Monsters!).
I traveled solo for an afternoon makeup game, watched the home team lose, 6-5, with about 100 other fans (at most) on a sultry day. I sat for an inning or two with the dad of the Knights DH, a Nashua boy, a senior at Emerson College, a film major, who got a couple of hits.Holman is a lovely baseball park, certainly upgraded many times since it was the site for the games of the first integrated professional baseball team in the United States, the Nashua Dodgers, the Class B team of the major league Brooklyn Dodgers. 

At the entrance to the stadium, the team’s historic role is advertised on two brick buttresses with large painted images of the great stars who played for Nashua in the 1946 season, Roy Campanella and Don Newcombe of the “First Integrated U.S. Baseball Team.” It thrills me, as a northern New England boy, that our region played this vital role in the central American myth of baseball’s integration. Baseball fans, of a certain vintage anyway, know well Campy and Newk who became stalwarts of the great Dodger teams of the 1950s, the “Boys of Summer.” 
The integration story of baseball has many chapters and copious footnotes, nowhere better told than in Jules Tygiel’s seminal 

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Football9/3 MUHS vs. Fair Haven  .................. 20-09/3 Mt. Anthony vs. Mt. Abe ................ 37-09/4 OV vs. Missisquoi ......................... 34-6Field Hockey9/3 Mt. Abe vs. Missisquoi .................... 7-09/4 OV vs. Brattleboro .......................... 6-09/7 Mt. Abe vs. Rice  ............................. 2-0 Girls’ Soccer9/3 Proctor vs. OV ................................ 7-19/4 GMUHS vs. OV .............................. 5-0 9/4 Burlington vs. Mt. Abe ..................... 4-09/4 MUHS vs. Montpelier  ..................... 2-1 9/4 Randolph vs. VUHS ........................ 1-09/7 MUHS vs. Enosburg ....................... 2-0 9/7 Fairfax vs. VUHS ............................ 6-1 9/8 Woodstock at OV .......................... LateBoys’ Soccer9/3 VUHS vs. Nfield/Wmtown ............... 2-0  9/3 OV vs. West Rutland ...................... 5-1 9/8 OV at Proctor  ..............................  Late 9/8 Winooski at VUHS ........................ Late9/8 Colchester at MUHS  .................... Late 

COLLEGE SPORTS
Field Hockey9/7 Midd. vs. Castleton ....................... 11-1Men’s Soccer9/7 Midd. vs. Mt. St. Mary ..................... 6-0(See Scoreboard, Page 4B)

By ANDY KIRKALDYVERGENNES — The boys’ soccer season at Vergennes Union High School got off to a promising start on Friday, when the Commodores dominated visiting Paine Mountain, a collective team from the Northfield-Williamstown area, in a 2-0 victory.
The Commodores allowed just four shots on goal, only two of which junior goalie Abram Francis had to parry; launched 21 of their own, 10 of them on target; consistently won 50-50 challenges; and showed more than respectable amounts of creativity and purpose in their ball movement. 

Coach Kevin Hayes had asked for more variety and patience on the attack, and on Friday the Commodores responded, 

combining dangerous runs on both flanks with probing through balls and a few longer serves over the top.
The Commodores also bottled up Paine Mountain in its own end with a high press intended to limit their opponents’ clearing options, one reason Hayes said his team so consistently won 50-50 balls — the Commodores at midfield could anticipate where the ball was going.

“That’s the system. They work up there and make it predictable where the ball will go,” he said. “They bought into it, and it’s working right now.”The defensive plan also worked, with the all-senior backline of Jonah Mahé in the middle and Hayden Bowen and Michael Serpico on the flanks shutting 
COMMODORE FORWARD XAVIER DeBlois notches the home team’s second goal, holding off Paine 

Mountain defender Hayden Sargent to fire home a left-foot shot after teammate Elijah Duprey’s blast 

rebounded from the crossbar in the second half of Friday’s win in Vergennes. 
Independent photo/Steve James

Commodore boys’ soccer strong in season opener

(See VUHS, Page 4B)

(See MUHS, Page 3B)

(See Football, Page 3B)

ADDISON COUNTY — The Mount Abraham and Otter Valley union high school field hockey teams debuted with big home victories over the weekend, and the Eagles added a road win on Tuesday.
Middlebury was idle. The Tigers will open the season at Burlington on Thursday.

EAGLES
On Friday, Sept. 3, the Eagles romped past visiting Missisquoi, 7-0. Olivia Campbell scored three times to lead the attack, Txuxa Konczal scored twice and set up a goal, and Sarah Heath added a pair of goals. Molly Laurent and Madison Gile picked up assists, and in goal Maddie Donaldson and Greta Jennison combined for two saves. T-Bird goalie Kali Favreaurwad made eight saves.On Tuesday the 2-0 Eagles blanked host Rice, 2-0, as Laurent found the cage twice and Donaldson worked a three-save shutout. Rice goalie Kelli Cieplicki kept her team in the game with 15 saves.

OTTERS
OV blanked visiting Division I foe Brattleboro on Saturday, 6-0. Riley Keith and Brittney Jackson knocked in two goals apiece, and Alice Keith and Mackenzie McKay each scored once. Coach Jodie Keith said Marissa Connors anchored the defense.

ADDISON COUNTY — The Middlebury and Otter Valley union high school football teams won their openers on the road this past weekend, but the Mount Abraham-Vergennes collective team came up short away from home in its season debut. 
All three teams will be back in action this weekend. TIGERS
On Friday, the Division I Tigers pulled away in the second half to defeat D-II Fair Haven, 20-0, on the strength of tough defense and three rushing touchdowns.Nick Austin-Neil’s first-half score gave the Tigers the lead, and Brian Whitley and Gavin McNulty capped second-half 

Two field hockey teams open with victories

Football: Winsfor MUHS & OV

By ANDY KIRKALDYMIDDLEBURY — So far, so good for the Middlebury Union High School girls’ soccer team. 
Three days after rallying for a dramatic 2-1 victory at Montpelier, on Tuesday the Tigers dominated visiting Enosburg in a 2-0 victory. 

The Tigers outshot the Hornets, 23-5; controlled play at midfield behind the work of two central middies, junior Lia Robinson and senior Hannah Turner, and senior center backs Ivy Doran and Zoe Noble; and got a first-half goal from junior forward Lily Lapiner and a second-half pad strike from first year Meredith Horne in her 

varsity debut.
Senior goalie Julia Bartlett made two saves, both routine, and also came off her line well to snuff out Hornet through balls and serves from the side, most notably from dangerous Hornet wing Rory Schreindorfer.Granted, it’s a new year, but the two teams the Division II Tigers have defeated this fall were collectively 13-1 in the 2020 regular season: Montpelier (6-1) was the No. 4 seed in Division II and defeated MUHS in the first round of the playoffs, and Enosburg (7-0) was D-III’s top seed. Coach Reeves Livesay, in his first year with the girls’ program TIGER CENTER BACK Ivy Doran skips past Enosburg Falls defender 

Emily Adams to drive forward in the second half of Tuesday’s 2-0 
home win in Middlebury.

MIDDLEBURY UNION HIGH School junior Lily Lapiner beats Enosburg Falls defender Dana Elkins to a corner, but her shot slides narrowly 

past the post and goalie Zoe McGee in the second half of the Tigers’ 2-0 home victory on Tuesday.
Independent photos/Steve James

Tiger girls start the season with 2 winsNew coach welcomes strong defense

“We’re 
definitely 
making 
progress, and 
the group 
is coming 
together and 
working 
hard. We’re 
certainly 
seeing very 
positive steps 
on the field.” 
— Coach Livesay

Results, Analysis, Opinion and Action Photos
Every Thursday in the Addy Indy and
every Wednesday in the Reporter!

Call the o�  ce or speak with your provider about scheduling an appointment. 388-1338

rainbowvt.com

Good Luck to the althetes
throughout Addison County!

Have a great season!

Make an appointment today!
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MIDDLEBURY  UNION  HIGH  SCHOOL

(See MUHS, Page 4C)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
MIDDLEBURY — The news 

at Middlebury Union High School 
this fall is that three teams have 
new coaches — although none of 
them are really new faces — and 
that golf is returning as a varsity 
sport. 

MUHS math teacher Reeves 
Livesay has moved from coaching 
the boys’ soccer team to the girls’ 
team, replacing Wendy Leeds. 
Chris George is the new boys’ 
soccer coach, and a number of 
his players know George from his 
role as the Addison United Club 
program head for the past two 
years.

And MUHS alum Brandi 
Whittemore Correia, already the 
Tiger girls’ lacrosse coach, takes 
over the fi eld hockey program. 
She replaces another former Tiger 
player, Chelsey Giuliani, who 
stepped down. 

Golf, once a successful sport at 
MUHS returns after many years, 
with enough students signed up to 
form scoring boys’ and girls’ teams. 

All fall programs except golf 
are coming off COVID-shortened 
— and in the case of football, 
drastically altered — seasons. 
Some are looking to continue 
winning ways, and others are 
looking to get back on track.

FOOTBALL
Because of COVID protocols 

last fall, a Tiger football team that 
prefers to run the ball (no secret 
there) had to, like all the teams, 
play 7v7 and throw the ball on 
every down. Oh, and no blocking 
or tackling. 

Not exactly Coach Dennis 
Smith’s cup of tea, although 
the Tigers still managed a .500 
season after its undefeated regular 
campaign in 2019.

Yes, Smith is happy to see the 
return of full-contact, ground-
and-pound football to Doc Collins 
Field, and believes the Tigers have 
the personnel to make his run-
option offense succeed.

“We’re still an option team. 
That’s still my bread and butter, 
and we’ll build off that,” Smith 
said.

Senior Ryan Thomas-Danyow 
returns at quarterback. 

“We pick a quarterback because 
he is tough and can run the ball. He 
can throw it if we need it,” Smith 
said. 

He will hand off to running backs 
who include seniors Brian Whitley 
and Nick Austin-Neil and junior 
Cole Schnoor, and senior fullback 
Nikolai Luksch. 

They will run behind the line 
of senior center Cooper Laroche, 
senior guard Sam Warren, 
sophomore guard Tim Whitney, 
senior tackle Matt Kiernan and 
junior tackle Dalton Rheaume (at 
240 the only starting lineman listed 
at more than 195 pounds). Juniors 
Kagen Besser-Jones and Sawyer 
Cadoret will probably be the fi rst 
to rotate into the O line. 

Smith praised the speed, 
athleticism and grit of both his 
backs and linemen.

“We have speed to break the 
long ones, and we have kids who 
are tough enough to get four or fi ve 
yards every play,” he said. “And 
I’ve got linemen.”

Juniors Penn Riney and Willem 
Berry are the tight ends, and senior 
Jordan Martin and sophomore Brady 
McDonough are the split ends.

Defensively the Tigers could use 
their quickness and athleticism to 
try to be more disruptive than in 
the past.  

“We’ve got great speed 
defensively, even at the defensive 
line positions,” Smith said. “We 
may do a little more attacking.”

On the defensive front either 
Whitney or Rheaume will line 
up as the nose guard, fl anked by 
juniors Charlie and Cameron Stone 
as the defensive tackles, with 
Cadoret spelling them. Riney and 
Warren will start at defensive end, 
with Berry in the mix. 

Austin-Neil and Ryan-Thomas 
are starting linebackers, with 
Kiernan ready to step in. Whitley, 
Luksch, junior Fynn Whitlock 
and sophomore Jackson Gillett 
will open in the secondary, with 
Schnoor the top reserve.

As always, Smith will aim for his 
team to peak in November. 

“Goal one, make the playoffs and 
see where we can go from there,” 
he said. “But I’m pretty excited.”

Coach: Reeves Livesay
NAME GRADE
Julia Bartlett .....................................12
Genevieve Dora ...............................12
Ivy Doran ..........................................12
Sophie Larocque ..............................12

Zoe Noble.........................................12
Hannah Turner .................................12
India Choudhury ............................... 11
Elisabeth Crawford ........................... 11
Lily Lapiner ....................................... 11
Rebecca Orten ................................. 11

Cady Pitner ...................................... 11
Lia Robinson .................................... 11
Abigail Stafford ................................. 11
Amelia Quesnel ................................10
Harper Werme ..................................10
Kassidy Brown ...................................9

Elsa Burrows ......................................9
Lily Dame ...........................................9
Meredith Horne ..................................9
Ada Weaber .......................................9

Middlebury Union High School  Varsity Girls’ Soccer Team

Middlebury Union High School
Girls’ Varsity Soccer

Date Opponent/Event Time
9/4 @ Montpelier 11 a.m.
9/7 Enosburg 4:30 p.m.
9/10 @Otter Valley 4:30 p.m.
9/15 Fair Haven 4:30 p.m.
9/18 Rutland 11 a.m.
9/21 @ Mt. Abraham 4:30 p.m.
9/24 Rice 4:30 p.m.
9/29 @ Rutland 6 p.m.
10/2 @ Vergennes 3 p.m.
10/5 Milton 4 p.m.
10/8 Mt. Abraham 4 p.m.
10/13 @ Rice 4 p.m.
10/19 Vergennes 4 p.m.
10/22 @ Milton 4 p.m.

Middlebury Union High School
Varsity Field Hockey

Date Opponent/Event Time
9/9 @ Burlington 4 p.m.
9/15 Colchester 4 p.m.
9/17 @ Mt. Abraham 4 p.m.
9/21 @ South Burlington 4 p.m.
9/25 Essex 10 a.m.
9/29 @ Essex 4 p.m.
10/2  Mt. Abraham 3 p.m.
10/5 Rice 4 p.m.
10/7 Otter Valley 4 p.m.
10/13 Burlington 4 p.m.
10/15 @ Mt. Mansfi eld 4 p.m.
10/18 @ Colchester 4 p.m.
10/21 @ CVU 4 p.m.

Coach: Brandi Whittemore Correia
NAME GRADE
Cassie Bettis ....................................12
Alexandra Bonavita ..........................12
Hannah Cameron .............................12
Talia Cotroneo ..................................12

Viviana Hammond ............................12
Patience Hanley ...............................12
Kailyn LaDuke ..................................12
Kerene Otis ......................................12
Kelsey Altemose ............................... 11
Scarlet Carrara ................................. 11

Hana Doria ....................................... 11
Adelaide Riche ................................. 11
Stella Scalia ..................................... 11
Jolee Heffernan ................................10
Diana Herasim .................................10
Erin Mulcahy ....................................10

Michaela Charbonneau ......................9
Lila Cook Yoder ..................................9
McKenna Raymond ............................9
Pelagia Slater .....................................9

Middlebury Union High School  Varsity Field Hockey Team

Middlebury Union High School
Boys’ Varsity Soccer

Date Opponent/Event Time
9/8 Colchester 4:30 p.m.
9/11 @ Mt. Anthony 11 a.m.
9/15 @ Mt. Mansfi eld 4:30 p.m.
9/18 @ Mt. Abraham 12 p.m.
9/20 Rutland 4:30 p.m.
9/22 Missisquoi 4:30 p.m.
9/25 Mt. Abraham 10 a.m.
9/28 @ Vergennes 4:30 p.m.
10/1 Milton 4 p.m.
10/6 Rice 4 p.m.
10/9 @ Missisquoi 10 a.m.
10/15 Vergennes 4 p.m.
10/20 @ Milton 4 p.m.
10/23 @ Rice 10 a.m.

MUHS

Middlebury Union High School  
Varsity Boys’ Soccer Team

Head coach: Chris George
NAME GRADE
Noah Berg ........................................12
Henry Carpenter ...............................12
Edwin Hodde ....................................12
Greg Wilhelm ...................................12
Oliver Anderson ................................ 11
Nathan Bingham .............................. 11
Trey Bosworth .................................. 11
Henry Hunsdorfer ............................. 11
Owen Lawton ................................... 11
Graham Mattrick ............................... 11
Eliot Schneider ................................. 11
Ben Seaton ...................................... 11
Ronen Silberman ............................. 11
Toby Wells-Spackman ...................... 11
Edward Fallis ....................................10
Ollie Choudhury .................................9

GIRLS’ 
SOCCER

Livesay takes over a program 
that enjoyed several strong seasons 
under Leeds and has maintained its 
spirit while not winning as often 
more recently. In 2020 the Tigers 
won once and tied twice, but saw 
several close results and tied D-III 
fi nalist Vergennes.

Livesay expects six seniors, most 
of whom have played multiple 
seasons, to help the Tigers improve 
this fall. 

“We have a really good group of 
returning players that have played 
a lot of time together and they’re 
bringing a great attitude into the 
season,” he said. 

Although Livesay in the 
preseason said his lineup decisions 
were up in the air, it looked like 
three of those seniors would anchor 
the team in the back. One was a 
sure thing, barring injury: Julia 
Bartlett will be the goalie. In case 
of emergency, sophomore Amelia 
Quesnel will play there.

Any day of the year, any weather, any ability,
our facilities and staff are friendly and open to all. 
Enjoy:
• Two bright pools with a slide and great 
   natural light
• State-of-the art exercise equipment and 
   multiple cardio rooms
• Fun and engaging classes
• Multipurpose cross-training room 
• Racketball & Basketball courts
• Saunas and tanning
…and of course the Kid’s Lounge!

Middlebury
Vergennes 388-6888 vermontsun.com

Proud members of your fitness team since 1985!
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MIDDLEBURY  UNION  HIGH  SCHOOL
(Continued from Page 3C)

Livesay was leaning toward 
deploying versatile seniors Ivy 
Doran and Zoe Noble as center 
backs, although Doran in particular 
could help the Tigers at midfi eld. 
Quesnel or ninth-graders Elsa 
Burrows and Ada Weaber could 
step into central defense, he said. 

On the fl anks Burrows, junior 
India Choudhury, sophomore 
Harper Werme and ninth-graders 
Meredith Horne and Kassidy 
Brown are all candidates. 

Livesay envisions central 
midfi eld as a team strength, with 
senior Hannah Turner and juniors 
Lia Robinson and Genevieve Dora 
the projected starters, and junior 
Becca Orton and Horne offering 
depth.

On the fl anks — they are 
hybrids of wings and midfi elders 
in Livesay’s system — senior 
Sophie Larocque, juniors Elisabeth 
Crawford and Lily Lapiner, and 
ninth-grader Lily Dame are ready 
to run. 

Junior Cady Pitner looks like the 
top choice at striker, with junior 
Abigail Stafford, Robinson, Turner, 
and Lapiner also possibilities up 
top. 

Livesay believes if all goes well 
the Tigers could gel in October. 

“The team defi nitely feels that if 
we work hard this season we can 
become very competitive come 
playoff time,” Livesay said.

BOYS’ 
SOCCER

For George, the task is 
maintaining momentum for a 
program that has won 42 games in 
the past four seasons and reached 
the D-II fi nal in 2019. 

He believes the 2021 Tigers will 
be up to the task and talks about a 
deep playoff run. 

George said the team’s strengths 
starting with leadership from 
four captains — senior center 
back Eddie Hodde and three 
central midfi elders, seniors Henry 
Carpenter and Greg Wilhelm and 
junior Oliver Anderson — and 
their related ability to control the 
center of the fi eld. 

“I think we’ve got a real strong 
leadership group,” he said. “Those 
guys all bring a ton of experience 
and … all play right in the middle 
of the fi eld. So we’re going to be 
strong up the middle.”

The Tigers should also be able 
to fi nd the back of the net, George 
said.

“We’re going to be able to score 
goals,” he said, eyeing “breakout 
years” from his two strikers, 
sophomore Eddie Fallis  and junior 
Ben Seaton.

George is also confi dent in the 
rest of his starters. On defense 
three-year veteran junior goalie 
Owen Lawton returns, and he 
and Hodde are joined for sure by 
juniors Toby Wells-Spackman and 
Henry Hunsdorfer. 

Either Hodde or Wells-
Spackman will start in the middle, 
and the other on one fl ank, with 
either senior Noah Berg or junior 
Trey Bosworth on the other fl ank. 
Junior Graham Mattrick will also 
play defense. 

On the attack, Seaton will line up 
on the right side, and junior Zach 
Wilkinson and Fallis will share 
striker and left wing.  

Middlebury Union High School
Varsity Golf

Date Opponent/Event Time
9/3 Girls @ Milton Arrowhead 
9/7 Girls @ Williston CC 
9/8 Boys home Ralph Myhre
9/9  Girls @ St. Johnsbury 
9/10  Boys @ Essex CC 
9/13  Girls @ Jay Peak CC 
 Boys @Spaulding - Barre 
9/15  Girls t @ Enosburg CC  
 Boys @ Essex 
9/20 Boys @ St. Albans 
9/21 Girls @ Links a Lang Farm 
9/22  Boys home Ralph Myhre
9/23  Girls @ West Bolton 
9/29 Girls @ Alburg 
10/6  Boys State Qualifi er
 @ Champlain CC
10/7  Girls Championships @ Dorset 
Field Club
10/14  Boys Championships

Coach: Chris Anderson
Assistant Coach: Nicole Morris
NAME GRADE
Camilla Adelman ..............................12
Megan Balparda ...............................12
Catherine Dyer .................................12
Ella Landis........................................12
Camille Maglienti ..............................12
Nathaniel McVeigh ...........................12
Ben Munkres ....................................12
Astrid Olsen ......................................12
Fairley Olson ....................................12

Leif Reiderer .....................................12
Narges Anzali ................................... 11
Connor Bachand .............................. 11
Helen Brayton .................................. 11
Aidan Chance................................... 11
Mary Conklin .................................... 11
Maddie Crowne ................................ 11
Seina Dowgiewicz ............................ 11
Arianna Graham-Gurland ................. 11
Dahlia Harrison-Irwin ........................ 11
Basil Ingham .................................... 11
Mary Johnson ................................... 11

Eli Marks .......................................... 11
Finn O’Neill ....................................... 11
Vivian Ross ...................................... 11
Eleanna Sellers ................................ 11
Lewis Suchomel ............................... 11
Beatrice Porter .................................10
Asa Baker-Rouse .............................10
Baxter Harrington .............................10
Reese Valley ....................................10
Henry Weston ..................................10
Nick Bakerian .....................................9
Sarah Benz ........................................9

Matthew Berg  ....................................9
Callan Boulanger ................................9
Keil Broderson ....................................9
Aaron Carr-Perlow .............................9
Avery Hamilton ...................................9
Beth McIntosh ....................................9
Baker Nelson ......................................9
Haakon Olsen ....................................9
Gabe Schmitt .....................................9
Ava Schneider ....................................9
Ethan Spritzer ....................................9

Middlebury Union High School  Varsity Cross Country Team Middlebury Union High School
Varsity Cross Country

Date Opponent/Event
9/4 @ Essex Invitational
9/11 @ Randolph Invitational
9/18 @ Burlington Invitational
9/28 @ Mt. Abraham
10/2 @ Thetford Invitational
10/9 @ Harwood Invitational
10/16 @ NVAC Meet at Missisquoi
10/30 @ Thetford – State Meet

Head coach: Joseph Crodelle
NAME GRADE
Annie Andrus ....................................12
Owen Hamilton .................................12
Olivia McCray ...................................12

Shannon Gillett................................. 11
Colin MacGuffi e ................................ 11
Jonas McDermott .............................10
Benjamin Fuller ................................10

Middlebury Union High School  Varsity Golf Team

(See MUHS, Page 5C)

Serving Addison County since 1989

John Fuller,  
Master Plumber

“We Have
Tiger Pride!”

Matt Horne, PT, CSCS  |  Tracy Horne, PT
Leila Kiernan, PT, DPT   |  Jodi Belisle Eddy, PT

The team at Addison Wellness, Inc would like to 
wish the student-athletes in Addison County the 
best in competition and education this fall season.

We may not be helpful with your calculus 
homework, but we can help you return from injury 
with the knowledge and con� dence to succeed! 

231 Court Street, Middlebury VT 05753  |  (802)388-3533
info@addisonwellnesspt.com  |  www.addisionwellnesspt.com
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The remaining players will see 
action: juniors Eliot Schneider 
(also the emergency goalie) and 
Ronen Silberman up front and 
freshman Ollie Choudhury and 
sophomore Gus Hodde at central 
midfi eld and defense. 

George believes the Tigers’ 
depth will pay off late in games and 
in the season. 

“We have full confi dence in all 
18 guys. Having a long bench like 
that really pays dividends,” he said.

He also said the Tigers will reach 
their goals more easily if they 
establish a possession style, which 
they are capable of doing. 

“We need to control the ball. 
I think that’s a thing we can do,” 
George said. “Just controlling the 
ball and the middle of the fi eld is 
really the key to our success.”

FIELD 
HOCKEY

In the Tigers’ winless 2020 
season they gave their fi nest 
effort in an overtime loss at 
Otter Valley in a fi rst-round D-II 
game. Typically, they have been 
competitive in the D-II playoffs in 
the past few years, but not before 
taking their lumps in the Metro 
Conference.

To move the program forward, 
Correia, who played on the last 
Tiger fi eld hockey championship 
team, is asking her players to 
have faith in themselves and their 
teammates. Early on, she said they 
were listening.

“They’re creating an atmosphere 
where they believe in each other, 
and they want to be a better 
athlete than they were yesterday 
in practice,” Correia said.

Talented veteran seniors also 
return, including three-year 
starting goalie Cassie Bettis, 
central midfi elder Viviana 
Hammond, middie/defender 
Kenene Otis, and forward Talia 
Cotroneo, back after missing 2020 
with knee woes. Correia said they 
are providing leadership as well as 
skill.

“They’re all leaders in their own 
way. That’s helping everything 
connect,” Correia said. “They’re 
also the people who are holding 
people accountable.”

Bettis will start in goal, with 
two backups, sophomore Jolee 
Heffernan and ninth-grader 
Michaela Charbonneau.

Much of the rest of the lineup 
before the opening of the season 
was in fl ux. Senior Alex Bonavita 
could start at center back, with 
a number of candidates on the 

outside, including senior Hannah 
Cameron, juniors Addie Riche 
and Erin Mulcahy, fi rst-year Lila 
Cook-Yoder and Otis. Exchange 
students Stella Scalia, a junior, 
and Dianna Herasim, could also 
play in the back or in the attack. 

Otis or Cook-Yoder could also 
fl ank Hammond at midfi eld, with 
Cameron, senior Kailyn LaDuke 
and junior Hana Doria also in the 
mix there. 

Cotroneo will start up front, 
either in the middle or on a wing, 
with senior Patience Hanley and 
juniors Scarlet Carrara and Kelsey 
Altemose also seeking starting 
roles. LaDuke, Cameron and 
Doria are also available up front, 
as are ninth-graders McKenna 
Raymond and Pelagia Slater. 

As for goals this season, 
Correia would like to see the 
Tigers gain enough confi dence to 
hold their own in the tough Metro 
conference, which she thinks 
would prepare them for the D-II 
postseason. 

“A win is playing to everyone’s 
best potential, but also competing 
with those top-level Metro teams,” 
she said. “I like playing Metro, 
because when it comes to playoffs 
it’s to our advantage.”

CROSS 
COUNTRY

The Tiger cross-country teams 
are each coming off fourth-place 
fi nishes in D-II a year ago and are 
looking to do at least that well this 
year, according to Coach Chris 
Anderson. 

The program is buoyed by strong 
turnout — of the fi rst day of school 
46 runners signed on — and a new 
assistant coach, Micaela Young, a 
former Division III college runner 
who Anderson said is working well 
with the student-athletes.  

The girls’ and boys’ teams also 
each have runners back from the 
groups who ran at the Thetford state 
meet in 2020 and have freshmen 
who should make an impact.

“We have a large number of kids 
out this year, which is good, a lot of 
new faces as well as a lot of people 
that are returning,” Anderson said.

The girls’ team tilts more toward 
the veteran end. Back from the team 
that ran at Thetford a year ago are 
three scorers, senior Ella Landis 
and juniors Seina Dowgiewicz and 
Ari Graham-Gurland. Junior Mary 
Conklin and senior Megan Balparda 

also made the varsity squad that ran 
the championship race. 

Senior Fairley Olson also returns 
to the team after missing the 2020 
season, and Anderson expects 
ninth-graders Ava Schneider and 
Beth McIntosh to push for varsity 
slots.

The list of returners on the boys’ 
side is thinner, as two of the top seven 
graduated, and two more transferred 
elsewhere. Still, sophomore Baxter 
Harrington and senior Nat McVeigh 
are returning scorers from the state 
meet, having fi nishing second and 
fourth, respectively, among the 
Tiger contingent. Junior Aidan 
Chance also served as an alternate 
at Thetford. 

Anderson listed a number of 
freshman newcomers who excelled 
at the middle school level: Matthew 
Berg, Callan Boulanger, Baker 
Nelson, Haakon Olsen and Ethan 
Spritzer. Senior Ben Munkres also 
shows promise, he said.

“It’s early in the season, but 
they’re looking good,” Anderson 
said.

Looking at the big picture, 
Anderson said he was pleased.

“I think we’ve got some kids who 
as the season progresses are going 
to improve quite a bit and contribute 

to the team,” he said. “I think we 
certainly should be able to do as 
well as last year, if not contend with 
U-32 and Harwood.”

GOLF
Golf is the new kid on the block 

at MUHS, with school math teacher 
Joe Crodelle working with the 
activities department to resurrect 
the program. 

Crodelle, 31, said has been 
playing golf for 15 years and was 
happy to sign up to lead the team 
when he learned it needed a coach.

“I sort of jumped on it to fi ll a 
void and help the school out. And 
also to be a coach is something I 
always wanted to do,” Crodelle 
said. 

Five boys and two girls showed 
up for the fi rst day of practice at 
Ralph Myhre Golf Course, which 
will also host two home meets for 
the Tiger boys.

Three Tigers have several years 
of experience each, seniors Owen 
Hamilton and Annie Andrus and 
junior Colin MacGuffi e. Joining 
them as newcomers to the sport 
on the boys’ side are junior 
Shannon Gillett, sophomore Jonas 
McDermott and freshman Ben 

Fuller, and senior Olivia McCray 
on the girls’ side.

“We are green. It’s a green 
team,” Crodelle said. 

It’s also a bit short on numbers: 
Four golfers are required to score 
at meets for boys’ teams, and two 
for girls’ teams. Especially with 
both girls’ graduating, Crodelle 
and the golfers will be recruiting.

“We’re going to spreading the 
word with the underclassmen,” he 
said. “Hopefully there are some 
younger students who are golfers 
for the girls’ team to exist next 
year.”

Crodelle said those who have 
signed on are enjoying themselves, 
as would others if they joined.

“They all seem to love it. They 
have a relaxed, fun attitude. They 
all just met each other, but they 
seem to be a friendly group,” he 
said.  

As well as having fun, Crodelle 
does have other goals for this fall, 
including establishing the program 
and seeing his experienced golfers 
possibly qualify for the state 
tournament as individuals.

“We obviously want to show 
improvement throughout the year,” 
he said. “And hopefully the seniors 
can end on a high note.”

Coach: Dennis Smith
Assistant coaches: John Nuceder & Jed 
Malcolm 
Name.................................................... 
Grade
Nick Austin-Neil ................................12
Sean Broe ........................................12
Jae Davis .........................................12
Milo Gordon ......................................12
Matt Kiernan .....................................12

Cooper Laroche ...............................12
Nikolai Luksch ..................................12
Jordan Martin ...................................12
Joey Neimo ......................................12
Ethan Ploof.......................................12
Ryan Thomas-Danyow .....................12
Sam Warren .....................................12
Brian Whitley ....................................12
Willem Berry ..................................... 11
Kagen Besser-Jones ........................ 11

Keagan Brown .................................. 11
Sawyer Cadoret ............................... 11
Kaleb Huestis ................................... 11
Chance Peoples ............................... 11
Dalton Rheaume .............................. 11
Penn Riney....................................... 11
Cole Schnoor ................................... 11
Nick Sheldrick .................................. 11
Charlie Stone ................................... 11
Cameron Stone ................................ 11

Jeremiah Tinker ............................... 11
Liam Wagner .................................... 11
Fynn Whitlock ................................... 11
Jackson Gillett ..................................10
Aiden LaDuke...................................10
Brady McDonough ...........................10
Gavin McNulty ..................................10
Carter Paquette ................................10
Tim Whitney .....................................10

Middlebury Union High School  Varsity Football Team Middlebury Union High School
Varsity Football

Date Opponent/Event Time
9/3 @ Fair Haven 7 p.m.
9/10 Burlington/S. Burlington 7 p.m.
9/17 @ BFA St. Albans 7 p.m.
9/24 Hartford 7 p.m.
10/1 Rutland 7 p.m.
10/9 @ CVU 1 p.m.
10/15 Mt. Mansfi eld 7 p.m.
10/22 @ Burr & Burton 7 p.m.

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — COVID-19 

shortened the seasons for the 
Vergennes Union High School 
teams in 2020, but it didn’t hurt 
their performances on the fi eld. 

Both soccer teams excelled, 
and the boys’ cross-country squad 
fi nished a respectable fi fth in 
Division II. 

While those teams look for more 
of the same or better, another two 

VUHS sports join the fall docket at VUHS. 
Golf has been revived, although 
there are more golfers at the middle 
school level than in high school. 
Still, a couple will compete for the 
varsity Commodore team. 

And bass fi shing, an approved 
Vermont Principals’ Association 
varsity sport, has hooked a half-
dozen high school students, with 
more in the middle school wings.

A number of VUHS students also 
play on the Mount Abraham-VUHS 
cooperative football team, which is 
previewed in the Mount Abe essay. 

GIRLS’ 
SOCCER

Co-Coaches Dwight Irish and 
Peter Maneen’s girls’ soccer team 
has proven in recent years to 
be among the most consistently 
successful at VUHS. Granted, 
they’ve lost to three different foes, 
but the Commodores have made 
three straight appearances in D-III 
championship games. 

Irish acknowledged graduation 

was a bit tough on the 2021 edition 
of the Commodores.

“Time will tell, especially with 
this group. We lost a few key 
people,” Irish said.

But Irish and Maneen have seen 
plenty to like, starting with talent 
that should help the Commodores 
dictate play in the center of the 
fi eld — and score goals. 

Seniors Felicia Poirier, moved 
from the fl ank to striker, is back, 
as is Ali Croke as a dangerous 
offensive center midfi elder. 
Sophomore Kaelin Sullivan will 

work with Croke there, while 
sophomore Madelyn Giroux will 
line up as a central middie with a 
more defensive orientation. 

Those four will be critical for 
the Commodores as they seek to 
control the action, Irish said. 

“I like our strength up the 
middle,” he said.

Joining Poirier in the attack will 
be sophomore Siobhan Potter. 
Juniors Reese Gernander and 
Emily Lowe will probably run 
at fl ank midfi eld, overlapping on 
offense, with seniors Mykenzie 

Duffy and Ila Collette and juniors 
Eliana Matson and Frances Eckels 
also in the mix there. Ninth-grader 
Jing Williams will spell Sullivan 
and Croke in the middle. 

Positions were in fl ux during the 
preseason, Irish said, and another 
key will be “getting settled on a 
rotation … to allow kids to settle 
into their roles.”

On defense, senior Ella 
Hameline is the only returner. She 
will play in the middle, probably in 
tandem with classmate Anna Carr. 

(See VUHS, Page 6C)
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Irish said Williams and sophomore 
Lea Krause could also play central 
defense. 

Sophomores Alaina LeBeau and 
Emerson Rice project to start on 
the defensive flanks, with junior 
Samantha Hallock seeing time 
there. Junior Carlyn Rapoport 
takes over in goal. 

Irish said the rebuilt defense is 
quick and athletic, but will have to 
acclimate to the varsity level.

“We have decent speed in the 
back. Hopefully they learn the little 
parts of the game quickly enough,” 
he said.

Irish also noted his and Maneen’s 
teams have a track record of 
figuring things out. 

“Hopefully it will mesh, and 
the upperclassmen will have 
breakthrough years, and we’ll just 
get better collectively,” he said. 
“That’s what’s served us well in 
the past.”

BOYS’ 
SOCCER

The Commodore boys earned 
the No. 1 seed in D-III in 2020. But 
they were upset in a taut semifinal 
by eventual champion Peoples and 
finished at 8-2-1, the program’s 
best mark in many years. 

Coach Kevin Hayes’ program 
lost a half-dozen senior starters, but 
Hayes was not singing preseason 
blues: He said younger players 
have matured to complement 
returning veterans.

“We filled in quite well. The 
program is doing quite well,” he 
said.

With ample midfield talent, Hayes 
also plans to switch formations 
to a 3-5-2 (three defenders, five 
midfielders, two forwards), using 
senior Jade Edwards, junior Jack 
Wyman and sophomore Oakley 
Francis at central midfield as 
the key components, with senior 
Alisdair Chauvin spelling them.

“We’re running a different 
system this year, with three guys in 
the (center) midfield, Oakley, Jade 
and Jack, and I think our strength 
will be there,” Hayes said, adding 
he is looking for a more patient 
offensive approach that will vary 
its tactics. 

To help make that system work, 
Hayes will probably move senior 
Jonah Mahé from a more offensive 
position to center back, where 
he can use his speed to snuff out 
through-balls and counterattacks 
and his soccer knowledge to anchor 
the back line.

“The organization I’m seeing 
from Jonah right now looks very 
good. He can really move the ball 
out of the back,” Hayes said, adding, 
“He’s a great communicator.”

Senior transfer Michael Serpico 
looks like the probable starter at 
right back, with junior returner 
Nate Muzzy on the left. Other 
candidates there include senior 
Hayden Bowen and junior Gideon 
Palmer. 

The defenders will line up in 
front of a new goalie who Hayes 
calls poised and athletic: junior 
Abram Francis.

On the flank at midfield, Hayes 
planned to give juniors Elijah 
Duprey and Parker Kayhart the first 
shot, with juniors Henry Anderson, 
Eli Brace and possibly Bowen 
getting some time there as well. 

Senior Ethan Gebo and junior 
Shamus Rooney, for whom Hayes 
has high expectations, are at least 
initially the top tandem up front, 
with senior Bradley Kutchukian 
and junior Xavier DeBlois in the 
mix there as well. If Hayes feels 
the offense needs a spark, he said 
he could also rearrange things and 
move Mahé to offensive center mid 
or striker. 

Other positives Hayes sees are 
the team’s depth and its attitude. 

“They’re a nice bunch of guys,” 
he said. “They want to learn.”

Hayes said he’s “quietly 
confident” about his team’s 
prospects.

“Every year I feel we can do 
well,” he said. “Last year was an 
exceptional year, but again, let’s 
just build on that. I know they’re 
hungry from last year to really go 
one or two steps better. That’s the 
goal right now.”

CROSS 
COUNTRY

Substitute teacher and middle 
school track coach Mary Neffinger 
takes over from longtime cross 
country coach Brad Castillo this 

fall. The former high school 
hurdler and discus thrower (and 
current endurance athlete) also 
plans to assume the reins of the 
Commodore winter and spring 
track & field teams. 

Neffinger’s first year coaching 
at VUHS was the 2020-2021 
season, but she has taken coaching 
seminars and will rely on her 
own knowledge of a variety of 
the disciplines to move the teams 
forward.

“I’m pretty new at this,” she 
acknowledged. “But I’m really 
excited to grow the program.”

Early in the preseason, cross-
country looked to be facing a 
rebuilding year. Five of the top 
seven runners who led VUHS to a 
fifth-place finish at the 2020 D-II 
state meet at Thetford have moved 
on, and no Commodore girls ran 
there.

Returning as a scoring runner 
is senior Chris Therrien, fresh off 
a summer of Army basic training. 
Sophomore Riley Gagnon ran 
for VUHS at Thetford last fall, 
and sophomore Calvin Gramling 
returns after some decent results in 
2020. Sophomore Calder Rakowski 
and freshman Grey Fearon are the 
newcomers on the boys’ side.

Neffinger saw a hopeful note in 
the preseason when a trio of her 
runners fared well in the Vergennes 
Day 5-kilometer race.

“The three that did Vergennes 
Day, they all came in at around 20 
minutes within five seconds of each 
other, so they’ll be great training 
buddies. And I think they’ll be 
fairly competitive,” she said.

On the girls’ side, there are 
two high school runners who can 
compete as individuals, senior 
Madeline DeGraaf and ninth-
grader Torrey Hanna.

There are also about two dozen 
5th- through 8th-graders on 
the middle school team to give 
Neffinger hope for the future of her 
VUHS programs.  

“Getting a strong team together, 
so they can really grow together, 
is really what I’m hoping to do,” 
she said. “I really like the idea of 
the high school kids mentoring the 
younger kids and all being one big 
track family.”

BASS 
FISHING

Coach Jack McGuire is 
overseeing a bass fishing program 
with six middle school anglers 
joining the half-dozen on the 
varsity team for a sport that the 
Vermont Principals’ Association 
officially sanctioned. 

McGuire, a Vergennes resident, 
describes himself as an avid 
recreational angler, but not a 

professional, who as time passed 
has become more involved in the 
sport on a statewide basis.

“As the years went by it just got 
bigger and bigger,” he said, adding, 
“People seem to think I’m a good 
fisherman.”

The VUHS program should be 
able to establish itself. The roster 
includes one senior, Richard 
Cosgrove; juniors Kaitlyn Little 
and Jackson Coffey; and three 
freshmen, Brody McGuire, Felipe 
Sanchez and Zachary Norris.

McGuire hopes to practice three 
days a week, weather permitting, 
including on Saturdays. 

The Commodores will take 
to Lake Champlain for two 
tournaments based at the John 
Guilmette fishing access in South 
Hero, starting on Sept. 19. The 
championship will be held there on 
Oct. 10.

A third tournament will feature 
Vermont anglers vs. their New 
Hampshire counterparts.  

McGuire said he’s looking 
forward to spending time out on the 
water with the Commodore anglers. 

“I’m really excited to have this 
added as an option for a fall sport 
this year,” he said.

GOLF
The other new option for VUHS 

student-athletes this fall started 
with a winter phone call from 

(Continued from Page 5C)

Vergennes Union High SchoolVarsity Boys’ Soccer Team
Coach: Kevin Hayes
Assistant Coach: Ward Butler
NAME GRADE
Hayden Bowen .................................12
Alisdair Chauvin ...............................12
Jade Edwards ..................................12
Ethan Gebo ......................................12

Bradley Kutchukian ..........................12
Jonah Mahe .....................................12
Michael Serpico ................................12
Henry Anderson ............................... 11
Eli Brace ........................................... 11
Xavier DeBlois .................................. 11
Elijah Duprey .................................... 11

Abram Francis .................................. 11
Parker Kayhart ................................. 11
Nathan Muzzy .................................. 11
Gideon Palmer ................................. 11
Shamus Rooney ............................... 11
Jack Wyman ..................................... 11
Oakley Francis .................................10

Vergennes Union High School Boys’ Varsity Soccer
Date Opponent/Event Time
9/3	 Northfield/Williamstown
  4:30 p.m.
9/8 Winooski 4:30 p.m.
9/17 @ Fair Haven 4:30 p.m.
9/22 Rice 4:30 p.m.
9/25 Missisquoi 1:30 p.m.
9/28  Middlebury 4:30 p.m.

10/1 @ Mt Abraham 4 p.m.
10/4 Milton 4 p.m.
10/7 GMVS 4 p.m.
10/9 @ Rice 10 a.m.
10/12 @ Missisquoi 4 p.m.
10/15 @ Middlebury 4 p.m.
10/18 Mt. Abraham 4 p.m.
10/23 @ Milton 10 a.m.

Vergennes Union High School Varsity Cross Country Team
Coach:	Mary	Neffinger
NAME GRADE
Chris Therrien ..................................12
Madeline DeGraff .............................12
Calder Rakowski ..............................10

Calvin	Gramling ................................10
Riley	Gagnon ...................................10
Grey Fearon .......................................9
Torry Hanna ........................................9

Vergennes Union High School Cross Country

Date Opponent/Event
9/4 @ Essex Invitational
9/18	 @	Burlington	Invitational
9/28 @ Mt. Abraham
10/2 @ Thetford Invitational

10/5 @ Rice
10/12 @ Richford 
10/16 @ NVAC @ Missisquoi
10/22	 @	Mt.	Mansfield
10/30 @ Thetford - State Meet

Vergennes Union High School Varsity Girls’ Soccer Team
Coaches:	Peter	Maneen,	Dwight	Irish
NAME GRADE
Anna Carr .........................................12
Ila Collette ........................................12
Ali Croke ...........................................12
Mykenzie Duffy .................................12
Felicia Poirier ...................................12

Frances Eckels ................................. 11
Reese Gernander ............................. 11
Samantha Hallock ............................ 11
Emily Lowe ....................................... 11
Eliana Matson .................................. 11
Carlyn Rapoport ............................... 11
Madelyn Giroux ................................10

Lea Krause .......................................10
Aliana Lebeau ..................................10
Siobhan Potter .................................10
Emerson Rice ...................................10
Kaelin Sullivan ..................................10
Jing	Williams ......................................9

Vergennes Union High School Girls’ Varsity Soccer
Date Opponent/Event Time
9/4 @ Randolph 11 a.m.
9/7 @ BFA Fairfax 4:30 p.m.
9/10 Missisquoi 4:30 p.m.
9/15	 Enosburg	 4:30	p.m.
9/21 Rice 4:30 p.m.
9/25 GMVS 11 a.m.
9/29 Milton 4:30 p.m.

10/2 Middlebury 3 p.m.
10/5 @ Mt. Abraham 4 p.m.
10/8 @ Rice 4 p.m.
10/11 Stowe 4 p.m.
10/16 @ Milton 6 p.m.
10/19 @ Middlebury 4 p.m.
10/22 Mt. Abraham 4 p.m.

Vergennes Union High School
Varsity Bass Fishing Team

Coach: Jack McGuire
NAME GRADE
Richard	Cosgrove ............................12
Kaitlyn Little ......................................12
Jackson Coffey ................................. 11
Brody McGuire ...................................9
Xachary Norris ...................................9
Felipe Sanchez ..................................9

Vergennes Union High School
Bass Fishing

Date Opponent/Event Time
9/19  @ South Hero
10/10 State Tourney @ South Hero

Vergennes Union High School
Varsity Golf Team

Coach: Alex Socinski
NAME GRADE
Reed Grant.........................................9
Devon	Greenough ..............................9

Vergennes Union High School
Varsity Golf

Date Opponent/Event
9/8 @Middlebury
9/10 @Basin Harbor
9/14 @Cedar Knoll
9/22	 @Rocky	Ridge
10/6		 Boys	State	Qualifier
 @ Champlain CC
10/14  Boys Championships

new Basin Harbor golf pro Alex 
Socinski, according to Maneen, 
also the Addison Northwest School 
District athletic director. 

Socinski, a Champlain Valley 
graduate who played golf there, 
remembered golf at VUHS and 
asked Maneen if he could work 
to revive the sport, offering Basin 
Harbor as its home course.

“He reached out in the winter … 
to see if we would be interested,” 
Maneen said, adding Socinski sees 
VUHS golf “as an opportunity 
to bring more kids into a lifelong 
sport.”

Two VUHS freshmen signed 

up for the varsity program, Reed 
Grant and Devon Greenough. Four 
middle school students also signed 
up, and Maneen said they and the 
two freshmen attended sessions 
with Socinski at Basin Harbor this 
summer. 

Grant and Greenough will 
compete as individuals this fall, 
and in coming seasons the program 
should have enough competitors 
— four — to compete as a team. 

Maneen is optimistic golf will 
gain traction at VUHS.

“It’s a great opportunity for kids 
who are not necessarily interested 
in soccer or cross country,” he said. 

BASS
FISHING

GOLF

GOOD LUCK
ATHLETES!
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Some change 

comes to Mount Abraham Union 
High School athletics this fall, 
with new coaches taking over two 
programs.

Other things stay the same, as 
Coach Mary Stetson returns to lead 
a field hockey program that has 
won 10 Division II championships 
this millennium.

Meanwhile Eagle soccer 
programs, traditionally strong, 
dipped a bit in COVID 2020 and 
will look to bounce back, one under 
a new, but familiar, coach. 

The Eagle-Commodore 
cooperative football team will look 
to build on positive momentum 
from its 2020 7v7 campaign. 

And a new coach with a 
strong running and track & field 
background takes over a cross-
country program with decent 
numbers.

FIELD 
HOCKEY

Coach Stetson said the numbers 
are not huge on her field hockey 
team, but at the same time she 
also has many returners. And, she 
added, those veterans are spread 
around the field on defense, 
midfield and offense.  

“Although the size of the squad 
is not large, they bring a wide range 
of experience,” Stetson said.

In goal senior title-game hero 
Maddie Donaldson is back, with 
sophomore Greta Jennison in 
reserve.

Two starters also return among 
the three defenders, senior Natalie 
Chase and junior Payton Vincent. 
And the third defensive starter, 
junior Natalie Adams, saw plenty 
of time in 2020.

Stetson praised a group of two-
way midfielders she called “very 
versatile” and talented.

“The group has a lot of experience 
and is capable of playing any of the 
midfield positions,” she said. “They 
pack a good scoring punch and 
create numerous opportunities.”   

Seniors Molly Laurent, Abby 
Reen and Carly Rougier, and junior 
Madi Gile are all multi-year starters. 
Sophomore Morgan Barnard will 
rotate into the midfield and will 
also spell the forwards. 

Up front Stetson praised the 
forwards’ “speed and stick skills.”

High-scoring senior Txuxa 
Konczal returns, and junior Olivia 
Campbell and sophomore Sarah 
Heath both played well in 2020. 
Junior Vivian Sigfried and Barnard 
round out the front line. 

Rather than talk about wins 
and losses, Stetson described the 
Eagles’ goal as, “continue to grow 
and challenge one another so that 
we are playing our best hockey at 
the end of the season.”

BOYS’ 
SOCCER

Former Eagle soccer player 
Rider MacCrellish takes over the 
reins of the boys’ team. He cut 
his coaching teeth while leading 
Mount Abraham middle school and 
JV teams that included many of his 
current players. 

MacCrellish lists their familiarity 
with one another as a team positive. 

“This team has been playing 
together for a long time, which is 
kind of our greatest strength,” he 
said. 

Their knowledge of one another 
will help them play together well in 
MacCrellish’s preferred possession 
style. 

“We’ve focused a lot on playing 
the ball on the ground, playing 
quickly, moving well off the ball. 
And they all do that really well,” 
he said.

The Eagles have a veteran team 
to plug into a formation that will 
deploy four defenders behind two 
holding midfielders, an offensive 
central midfielder between two 
attacking wing midfielders, and a 
striker.

Add to the list senior goalie Creed 
Stillwell. In front of him, center 
backs Neil Guy, a co-captain, and 
Henry Cogswell are also seniors, as 
is right back Ethan Thompson. Left 
back Gavin Bannister is a junior. 
Backing up on defense is junior 
Logan Ladeau. 

The holding midfielders are 
senior co-captain Carter Monks 
and sophomore Judah Jackson, the 

MT. ABE

Mount Abraham Union High School Varsity Field Hockey Team

Coach: Mary Stetson
NAME GRADE
Natalie Chase .................................12
Maddie Donaldson .........................12
Ava “Txuxa” Konczal ......................12
Abby Reen .....................................12

Molly Laurent ..................................12
Carly Rougier .................................12
Natalie Adams ................................ 11
Olivia Campbell .............................. 11
Madi Gile ........................................ 11
Vivian Sigfried ................................ 11

Payton Vincent ............................... 11
Morgan Barnard .............................10
Sarah Heath ...................................10
Greta Jennison ...............................10

Mount Abraham Union High School Varsity Field Hockey
Date Opponent/Event Time
9/3 Missisquoi 4 p.m.
9/7 @ Rice 4 p.m.
9/13	 Mt.	Mansfield	 4	p.m.
9/17 MUHS 4 p.m.
9/23 South Burlington 4 p.m.
9/27 @CVU 4 p.m.
9/29 Rice 4 p.m.

10/2 @ MUHS 3 p.m.
10/5 Burlington 4 p.m.
10/9	 @	Mt.	Mansfield	 11	a.m.
10/13 @CVU 4 p.m.
10/15 Essex 4 p.m.
10/19 @ South Burlington 4 p.m.
10/21 @ Colchester 4 p.m.

Mount Abraham Union High School Varsity Boys’ Soccer Team

Coach: Rider MacCrellish
NAME GRADE
Eli Burgess .....................................12
Henry Cogswell ..............................12
Neil Guy .........................................12
Tanner Harris ..................................12

Carter Monks ..................................12
Creed Stillwell ................................12
Ethan Thompson ............................12
Gavin Bannister ..............................12
Chance Denecker ..........................12
Noah Kirshenbaum ........................12

Logan Ladeau ................................ 11
Jake Lucarelli ................................. 11
Sawyer Shepard ............................. 11
Samuel Tropp ................................. 11
Judah Jackson ...............................10

Mount Abraham Union High School Varsity Boys’ Soccer

Date Opponent/Event Time
9/9 U-32 4:30 p.m.
9/14 Colchester 4:30 p.m.
9/18 Middlebury 12 p.m.
9/22 Milton 4:30 p.m.
9/25 @ Middlebury 10 a.m.
9/28 @ Rice 4:30 p.m.
10/1 VUHS 4 p.m.

10/6 @ Missisquoi 4 p.m.
10/9 @ Milton 10 a.m.
10/11 @ GMVS 4 p.m.
10/15 Rice 4 p.m.
10/18 @ Vergennes 4:30 p.m.
10/21 GMVS 4 p.m.
10/23 Missisquoi 10 a.m.

Mount Abraham Union High School Varsity Girls’ Soccer Team
Coach: Dustin Corrigan
NAME GRADE
Elena Bronson................................12
Illia Dennison ..................................12
Halle Huizenga ...............................12
Sophia Venman ..............................12
Cassandra Guillemette ................... 11

Maia Jensen ................................... 11
Dakota Larocque ............................ 11
Lucy Parker .................................... 11
Natalie Atkins .................................10
Annie Dufault..................................10
Piper Guillemette ............................10
Nell Harvey .....................................10

Patty McNerney ..............................10
Ellie Thomas ..................................10
Safi	Camara .....................................9
Brailey Livingston .............................9
Louisa Painter ..................................9

Mount Abraham Union High School Girls’ Varsity Soccer
Date Opponent/Event Time
9/4 @ Burlington 10 a.m.
9/10 @ South Burlington 4:30 p.m.
9/14	 @	Mt.	Mansfield	 4:30	p.m.
9/18 Colchester  10 a.m.
9/21 Middlebury 4:30 p.m.
9/23 @ Milton 4:30 p.m.
9/29 @ Rice 4:30 p.m.

10/2 @ Rutland 2 p.m.
10/5 Vergennes 4 p.m.
10/8 @ Middlebury 4 p.m.
10/11 U-32 4 p.m.
10/13 Milton 4 p.m.
10/16 Rice 10 a.m.
10/22 @ Vergennes 4 p.m.

team’s only underclassman. Junior 
Samuel Tropp will spell the starters 
there. 

Starting at attacking midfield 
will be senior Eli Burgess in the 
middle and senior Tanner Harris 
and junior Sawyer Shepard on the 
flanks. Juniors Chance Denecker 
and Noah Kirshenbaum will rotate 
through there. Junior Jake Lucarelli 
is the striker. 

Making sure everyone fully 
understands their roles, especially 

in the back, will be critical, 
MacCrellish said: “We definitely 
need to focus on defense, 
finding our defensive shape, and 
holding that defensive shape and 
communicating.”

And if everything is ironed out?
“We always set high 

aspirations,” he said. “We want 
to come out here and do the best 
we possibly can every season, 
and that means winning games. 
And these guys are a highly 

competitive group and really are 
geared toward those goals. And 
I think we’re just excited to see 
where we can get to.”

GIRLS’ 
SOCCER

Coach Dustin Corrigan’s Mount 
Abe girls’ soccer team went from 
D-I contender to one win in 2020, 
in part because a dozen seniors who 

had lifted the program graduated.
The Eagles are probably still 

rebuilding this year, but Corrigan 
believes versatility, young 
talent, and steady leadership and 
contributions from the team’s 
four seniors should mean steady 
improvement during the season.

“We’ve got some good young 
players, and right now everyone is 
excited and optimistic,” he said.

Versatility and fluid lineups 
will be team hallmarks of the 

team: Corrigan said almost all of 
the athletes could play multiple 
positions.

“We do have a lot of versatile 
players, so we’re able to move 
people around,” he said.

One near certainty is that 
sophomore Jo Toy will be the 
goalie, with senior Sophie Venman 
ready to step in goal if she is not 
out on the field.

Among the seniors, Venman 
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could play at central defense or in 
the midfield, Elena Bronson could 
line up at center or flank defense, 
Illia Denison will start at striker or 
midfield, and Halle Huizenga will 
see time on the attack.

There are three juniors: Corrigan 
said Lucy Parker will see plenty 
of action off the bench in several 
roles, Maia Jensen will play wing 
or striker and could start, and 
Dakota Larocque will back up the 
forwards and midfielders.

The sophomore class is the 
team’s largest. Natalie Atkins 
will start, the only question being 
where, according to Corrigan. Patty 
McNerney will probably also start 
at a flank back; Piper Guilmette, 
Annie Dufault and Nell Harvey 
are likely to start at midfield; and 
Ellie Thomas will rotate into the 
midfield.

That leaves three ninth-graders 
who will see time, Brailey 
Livingston at flank defense, Safi 
Camara at left wing, and Louisa 
Painter at midfield or striker.

Corrigan said the team’s depth 
should allow it to be aggressive 
offensively, especially by 
pressuring other opponents when 
they are trying to move the ball out 
of their own end.

“I think we’ve improved a lot 
in our ability to attack,” he said. 
“We’ve got some new young 
players who’ve had an impact in 
that area.”

Settling on the right lineup on 
defense and then having them 
learn to play together will help the 
Eagles, Corrigan said.

“We’ve got to sort some things 
out defensively to keep games 
close, to give ourselves a chance to 
win games,” he said.

The Eagles have a challenging 
schedule, and younger players will 
have to adapt to the faster and more 
physical play, Corrigan said, while 
all his team will have to up their 
play as the season progresses “even 
though we may not be getting the 
greatest results.”

He thinks both those goals are 
realistic. 

“With the schedule we have if 
we go .500 we would probably be 
the team to beat in Division II,” he 
said. “But really even if we only 
won three, four games and make 
it to the D-II playoffs, we’re going 
to be better prepared than anyone 
else. There’s opportunity there.”

FOOTBALL
The Mount Abe-Vergennes 

collective football team finished 
strong in 2020’s 7v7 touch football 
season, which saw no blocking, no 
tackling and no running plays.

Ten seniors, including eight 
starters, are back, and Coach Jeff 
Stein called them the Eagles’ “core 
nucleus.”   

“They’re true examples of 
what the expectations are for this 
program. They communicate well 
with each other, they’ve come 
together as a group, and that’s just 
feeding down the pipe for us,” 
Stein said.

One of those seniors is 
quarterback Adam Mansfield, 
whose had a few big games over 
the past couple seasons throwing 
the ball. Backup Caleb Russell, a 
junior, also threw well in 2020.

Stein said Mansfield brings a 
strong arm, size and running ability 
as well as experience. 

“He’s a hard-nosed kid,” Stein 
added. “He’s got a good arm.”

Juniors Lucas Allen, Lucas 
Grover and Devan Hemingway 
are the running backs. All are in 
newcomers in some ways at the 
varsity level given the 2020 rules, 
but Stein said he is confident in the 
group’s talent.

Receiver should be a team 
strength, led by senior four-year 
starter Carmelo Miceli. Seniors 
Beau Carpenter, Collin Dupoise 
and Tristan Parker will also start, 
and senior Riley Wells and juniors 
Ben Brown and Spencer White 
will rotate in. 

“We feel our receiving corps this 
year is pretty skilled and talented,” 
Stein said. “Obviously Melo is that 
lead guy.”

Making everything work will be 
an offensive line featuring junior 
Taylor Tanner at center, senior 
Ryan Stoddard and sophomore 
Jamison Couture at guard, and 
senior Billy Lyons and junior Noah 
Gargano at tackle. Senior Hunter 

Gordon and sophomores Wyatt 
Allenson and Ryan Jennings back 
them up. 

“We’ve really harped on our (O 
line) guys being aggressive, and 
establishing our blocking schemes 
and techniques,” Stein said. 

On the defensive front, Stein 
said Russell, Gorton, Tanner, 
Gargano and Stoddard will get the 
nod, with Allenson and Jennings 
ready to spell them. 

“The D line is really solid,” Stein 
said. “We’re going to have a little 
more size than we’ve had in the 
past.” 

Carpenter and Couture are the 
linebackers. Stein said both should 
be effective against the run, while 
he might ask Carpenter to step 
back into coverage more often. 

Rotating in as safeties will be 
Dupoise, Parker, Mansfield, while 
Allen and Grover are the corners, 
with Brown, Grover, Miceli and 
Wells in the secondary mix as well. 

“They’re a smart group of 
kids, and they’re able to run the 

schemes and coverages that we’ve 
designed,” Stein said.

Stein was feeling hopeful as the 
season opener neared. 

“We like to think that with the 
roster we have this year we’re 
going to be in games. Of course, 
we’d like to win every one of 
them,” he said. “We also know that 
there teams out there that are just 
as talented or more talented. So 
we’re going to do our best against 
those guys, and we’ll see what kind 
of team we’ve got.”

CROSS 
COUNTRY

The other new head coach at 
Mount Abe is Eva Friend, who has 
coached cross country at the middle 
school level there and also assisted 
the high school track program. 

Friend, a running enthusiast 
and USA Track & Field and Cross 
Country Certified Coach, said she 

will also lead the track program 
and plans to stick with both jobs 
for a while. 

“I love running,” Friend said. 
“And it’s good to get these young 
athletes running.”

The Eagles have finished back in 
the D-II pack in recent years, but 
do return five of the seven boys and 
three for the four girls who ran for 
the team at the 2020 championship 
meet in Thetford. Friend also said 
she expects a number of other 
runners to emerge. 

Numbers are strong enough to 
field scoring varsity boys’ and 
girls’ teams this fall, Friend said, 
plus a JV boys’ team. In 2020 the 
Eagle girls typically lacked enough 
runners to score at larger meets. 

Back on the boys’ side after 
running in Thetford in 2020 are 
seniors Noah Engvall, George 
Collette and Hugh Ball, and 
juniors Gus Hill and Sean Davison. 
Engvall led the way. Friend 
pointed to juniors Bill Iliff and 
Norman Benoit and sophomores 

Abel Atocha and Joseph Darling as 
among other early contenders for 
varsity slots. 

On the girls’ side returning 
Thetford runners are senior top 
finisher Abigail Johnson and 
juniors Ruby Jean Hall and Maisy 
Hill. Friend said ninth-grader 
Kayla Friend was most likely to 
join the varsity squad among the 
other girls on the team.

Coach Friend was happy with all 
her runners, though.

“The vibe is really good this year. 
Everybody is super excited to be 
out here, especially after last year, 
it was different due to COVID. 
But I think this year everybody is 
excited to get out here and run,” 
Friend said. 

And she believes the program 
will make progress. 

“Everybody did a lot of good 
summer training, and they’re all 
well-conditioned this year, so I 
have real high hopes for this team,” 
Friend said.

(Continued from Page 7C)

Mount Abraham Union High School Varsity Cross Country Team
Coach: Eva Friend
NAME GRADE
Hugh Ball........................................12
George Collette ..............................12
Noah Engvall  .................................12
Abigail Johnson ..............................12
Morgan Barnes ............................... 11
Norman Benoit ............................... 11
Ty Duell .......................................... 11

Ruby Jean Hall ............................... 11
Augustus Hill .................................. 11
Maisy Hill ........................................ 11
William Iliff ...................................... 11
Dustin Lavigne ............................... 11
Francesca Nudo ............................. 11
Tristan Pudvah ............................... 11
Owen Reynolds .............................. 11
Evan Roy........................................ 11

Joseph Darling ...............................10
Sean Davison .................................10
Abel Atocha ......................................9
Ryan Cross ......................................9
Kayla Friend .....................................9
Elliot Senecal ...................................9
Isabella Shea ...................................9

Mount Abraham Union High School Cross Country
Date Opponent/Event
9/4 @ Essex Invitational
9/14 @ Milton
9/18 @ U-32 Invitational
9/21 @ Spaulding
9/28 Home

10/2 @ Thetford Invitational
10/5 @ Fairfax Relays
10/16 @ NVAC at Missisquoi
10/22	 @	Mt.	Mansfield
10/30 @ Thetford-State
  Championship

Mount Abraham Union High School Varsity Football Team
Coach: Jeff Stein
NAME GRADE
Beau Carpenter ..............................12
Noah Gargano................................12
Hunter Gordon ...............................12
Colin Dupoise .................................12
Billy Lyons ......................................12
Adam	Mansfield .............................12

Carmelo Miceli ...............................12
Tristan Parker .................................12
Ryan Stoddard ...............................12
Riley Wells .....................................12
Lucas Allen ..................................... 11
Ben Brown ...................................... 11
Lucas Grover .................................. 11
Devan Hemingway ......................... 11

Caleb Russell ................................. 11
Taylor Tanner .................................. 11
Spencer White ................................ 11
Wyatt Allenson ...............................10
Jamison Couture ............................10
Ryan Jennings ...............................10

Mount Abraham Union High School Varsity Football
Date Opponent/Event Time
9/3 @ Mt. Anthony 7 p.m.
9/11 @ Rice 1 p.m.
9/18 Fair Haven 1 p.m.
9/24 @ Spaulding 7 p.m.

10/2 North Country 3 p.m.
10/9 Otter Valley 1 p.m.
10/15 @ Milton 7 p.m.
10/23 Bellows Falls 1 p.m.

64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol, VT 05443 
For information on all your energy needs, please call us at:  

802-453-2381 or www.JackmansInc.com

GOOD LUCK TO ALL FALL
SPORTS TEAMS!

HARD WORK AND DETERMINATION
WILL MAKE YOU CHAMPIONS!

MONUMENT FARMS MILK.
Made For Athletes.

Monument Farms Dairy
2107 James Road  |  Weybridge, VT 

802-545-2119  |  MonumentFarms.com

MONUMENT FARMS MILK.MONUMENT FARMS MILK.MONUMENT FARMS MILK.
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By KATHERINE LAZARUS & 
ANDY KIRKALDY

BRANDON –– School is back 
in session at Otter Valley Union 
High School, and so are fall sports. 
At OV, that includes girls’ and 
boys’ soccer, field hockey, football, 
cross-country running and golf. 

Coaches and athletes have set 
goals as they move forward in the 
season.

Here’s a brief preview of the 
season ahead for OV athletes

FIELD 
HOCKEY

Field hockey won its first 
game this season –– 6-0 against 
Brattleboro in Brandon on Sept. 4, 
with Lily Morgan in goal for her 
second year starting.

The Otters highlighted what 
should be a balanced attack this fall: 
Riley Keith and Brittney Jackson 
knocked in two goals apiece, and 
Alice Keith and Mackenzie McKay 
each scored once.

“It was a really great game for us,” 
said Coach Jodie Keith. “Defense 
saw little play on their end of the 
field, but Marissa Connors was the 
anchor of the defense when play 
was down in their territory.”

The Otters followed that up with 
a 3-2 road win at Division II rival 
Woodstock. 

Jackson (assisted by McKay), 
Alice Keith (assisted by Ryleigh 
LaPorte and scored on a penalty 
corner) and LaPorte unassisted, put 
the goals on the board, and Morgan 
made seven saves. 

Coach Keith was again happy 
with the team’s effort. “It was a 
really good game for everyone.  
Offense worked hard to keep the 
ball in the circle, midfielders hustled 
to help offense and quickly get back 
to play defense when needed, and 
defense did well moving the ball out 
of the circle.”

Overall, Coach Keith said she was 
optimistic about a team that features 
senior tri-captains Connors, Alice 
Keith and Riley Keith, all of whom 
played against Mount Abraham in 
the 2019 title game. 

“We have a really strong team 
this year with six seniors returning. 
Everyone is excited to be back 
playing a full schedule of games 
this season,” Keith said. “The team 

is working really hard every day 
and wants to get back to the state 
championship this year.”  

FOOTBALL
The football coaches and helpers 

are as follows: Head Coach Kipp 
Denis; Defense Coordinator Keith 
Alexander; Offensive Coordinator 
Jordan Tolar; Special Teams 
Coach Ken Stanley; Assistant 
Christian Polli; Manager Morgan  
Landesman, OV junior; and helpers 
Dylan Anderson (OV senior) and 
Mark Jackson (OV freshman). 

“We’re a young team and our 
goal is to make the playoffs,” Coach 
Denis said. “We came up one game 
short of championships two years 
ago.” 

The Otters started on the right 
foot, rolling to a 34-6 victory at 
Missisquoi in its D-III opener. 
OV QB Luca Polli threw for 129 
yards and three touchdowns to help 
spark the win. The Otters showed 
offensive versatility; on the ground, 
Robert Hutchins broke loose for a 
79-yard score, and Keevon Parks 
ran 11 times for 64 yards and 
another touchdown.    

The Otters played well in the 7v7 
touch football during the COVID 
season a year ago, which consisted 
of nothing but passing plays and 
allowed Polli to develop his passing 
game, but Coach Denis said the 
program is happy to return to 11-
man football with full contact.

“We’re just grateful to play 
tackle, not tag,” he said.   

If the Otters keep working hard, 
Denis said the program could attain 
its playoff goals. 

“We’ll get better each game and 
go from there. It rides upon them, 
that’s for sure,” he said.

CROSS 
COUNTRY

In his first year as OV cross-
country coach, Cameron Perta 
said he hopes to build the 
program.

“I’m hoping to lay a good 
foundation so that the team is 
able to not only be successful this 
season, but also be able to work 
hard in the offseason to improve 
throughout the year. Having a 
few of our athletes work hard in 

OVUHS

(See OVUHS, Page 10C)

Coach: Greg Hughes
NAME GRADE
Hayden Bernhardt ......................... 12
JoAnna Ray ................................... 12
Jordan Beayon ...............................11
Matthew Bryant ..............................11
Anna Lee ........................................11

Benjamin Lufkin ..............................11
Elena Politano ................................11
Thomas Politano ............................11
Patrick Scholar ...............................11
Addison Boynton ............................. 9
Lucas Politano ................................. 9
Rowen Steen ................................... 9

Otter Valley Union High School Varsity Golf Otter Valley Union High School
Varsity Golf

Date Opponent/Event Time
9/1 @ Woodstock 3:30 p.m.
9/6 @ Woodstock 3:30 p.m.
9/7 @ Lake Morey 3:30 p.m.
9/14 @ Equinox 3:30 p.m.
9/20 @ Woodstock 3:30 p.m.
9/21 @ Equinox 3:30 p.m.
9/27 @ Woodstock
 (Southern Conf.) 3:30 p.m.
9/29 @ Woodstock 3:30 p.m.
10/6 @ Div. II Sectionals 9 a.m. 
10/6 State Girls @ Dorset  9 a.m.
10/14 State Boys
 @ Manchester 9 a.m.

Otter Valley Union High School Varsity Field Hockey Team
Coach: Jodie Keith
NAME GRADE
Madison Colburn ........................... 12
Marissa Connors ........................... 12
Brittney Jackson ............................ 12
Alice Keith ..................................... 12
Riley Keith ..................................... 12
Josephine LaRock ......................... 12
Abigail Adamsen ............................11

Sydney Gallo ..................................11
Taylor Lampman .............................11
Ryleigh LaPorte ..............................11
Mackenzie McKay ..........................11
CaseySue Thompson .....................11
Elizabeth Atherton ......................... 10
Lily Morgan .................................... 10
Matelin LaPorte ............................... 9
Charlotte Newton ............................ 9

Otter Valley Union High School
Varsity Field Hockey

Date Opponent/Event Time
9/4 Brattleboro 11 a.m.
9/9 Rutland 4 p.m.
9/11 @ Woodstock 1 p.m.
9/13 Windsor 4 p.m.
9/18 @ Brattleboro 11 a.m.
9/21 Burr & Burton 4 p.m.
9/25	 Springfield	 11	a.m.
9/29 @ Fair Haven 4 p.m.
10/7 @ MUHS 4 p.m.
10/9 @ Bellows Falls 12 p.m.
10/12 Woodstock 4 p.m.
10/16	 @	Springfield	 11	a.m.
10/21 Fair Haven 4 p.m.
10/23 @ Windsor 11 a.m.

Otter Valley Union High School
Varsity Football

Date Opponent/Event Time
9/4 @ Mississquoi 1 p.m.
9/11 Poultney 1 p.m.
9/18 @ Oxbow  1 p.m.
9/25 Mill River 1 p.m.
10/2 Windsor 3 p.m.
10/9 @ Mt. Abraham 1 p.m.
10/16 Woodstock 1 p.m.
10/19	 @	Springfield	 7	p.m.

Coaches: Kipp Denis, Keith Alexander, 
Jordan Tolar, Ken Stanley, Christian Polli
NAME GRADE
Cody Anderson .............................. 12
Dylan Anderson ............................. 12
Collin Blier ..................................... 12
Tanner Brutkoski ........................... 12
Isaac Derepentigny ....................... 12
Brady Diaz ..................................... 12
Dylan Stevens-Clark ..................... 12
Tucker Babcock..............................11

John Coleman ................................11
Wyatt Fitzgerald .............................11
Richard Lafountaine .......................11
Keevon Parks .................................11
Derek Raymond .............................11
Ryan Snow .....................................11
Caleb Whitney ................................11
Gavin Disorda ............................... 10
Noah Drew .................................... 10
Luciano Falco ................................ 10
Derek Li ......................................... 10

Brennen McKeighan ...................... 10
Brighton McKeighan ...................... 10
Cody Mulcahy ............................... 10
Luca Polli ....................................... 10
Quincy Boone .................................. 9
Robert Hutchins .............................. 9
Mark Jackson .................................. 9
Tucker Manville ............................... 9
Noel Pearsons ................................. 9
Kyle Pockett .................................... 9
Isaac Whitney .................................. 9

Otter Valley Union High School Varsity Football Team

Otter Valley Union High School
Cross Country

Date Opponent/Event Time
9/7 @ Rutland 4:45 p.m.
9/14 Otter Valley 4:45 p.m.
9/21 @ Hartford 4:45 a.m.
9/27 @ Mill River 4:45 p.m.
10/2 @ Thetford Trail Run 9 a.m.
10/5 @ Long Trail 4:45 p.m.
10/12	 @	Springfield	 4:45	p.m.
10/19 @ Hartford (SVL Cham) 
  4:45 p.m.
10/30 @ Thetford (State Champ.)
  9 a.m.
11/13 @ New Englands TBA

Otter Valley Union High School Varsity Cross Country Team
Coach: Cameron Perta
NAME GRADE
Jade Flanders ............................... 12
Kevin Odell .................................... 12
Kelsey Adams ................................11

Zoe Elliot ........................................11
Isaiah Bagley ................................. 10
Dillon Ladd .................................... 10
Baker LaRock ................................ 10
Elisha Bagley .................................. 9

Luke Calvin ..................................... 9
Calvin Ladd ..................................... 9
Sara Loyzelle .................................. 9
Jackson Marks ................................ 9
Shannon Watson ............................. 9

the offseason is one of my major 
long-term goals. I think this could 
lead to some really great progress 
in the ensuing years,” he said. 

Perta also wants to focus on 
“establishing good goals for each 
individual on the team. Goals that 
each athlete is able to build from 
moving forward.”

Three of the top five runners 
who led the Otter boys to a fifth-
place finish in D-III this past fall 
graduated, but sophomores Dillon 
Ladd and Baker LaRock return 
after running for OV at the state 
meet in Thetford.

OV fielded a non-scoring team 
of four female runners at Thetford 

in 2020. Two of those runners are 
back, and they are the cross-country 
team captains this fall, juniors 
Kelsey Adams and Zoe Elliott.

GOLF
OV golf Coach Greg Hughes and 

Assistant Coach Kristen Shaeffer 

are going into the season with 
primary returning players Thomas 
Politano and Matthew Bryant. 

“These two have been helpful on 
the course and at practice helping 
the less experienced golfers get 
better,” Hughes said. “Thomas is a 
dual sport athlete, so Matt has been 

Hockey Skate Rentals  (youth size 8 to adult size 13)

Hockey Programs for All Ages
Reduced price Family and Small Group Rentals

Public Skating and Stick & Puck

296 Buttolph Dr, Middlebury
(802) 388 1238

info@memorialsportscenter.org

Weekend or Weekday Ice Time Available to Rent. 

Let Us Host Your Event!
Open times can be seen on the schedule page

at www.memorialsportscenter.org

Ice Coming mid-October

For full calendar, visit:
www.memorialsportscenter.org

Local 
sports
fan? 

Stay in the loop with a 
subscription to the

Addison
Independent
We’ll send the news

to your mailbox,
your inbox or both!

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter 
& Instagram for updates on 

games, photos and comments 
from our team!

Sign me up for a Subscription!
(check one)

   Print & Online (in state) .................... $50
   Online Only ........................................ $44

Name ____________________________________
Address __________________ Phone __________
City _______________ State _____ Zip ________
Email ____________________________________
 (required for online access)

Please send or stop in with payment to:
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

q Check enclosed  •  q MC   q VISA    q AMEX
#  ____________________________________
Expiration date: ________ CVV code: ________

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT
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OTTER VALLEY  UNION  HIGH  SCHOOL
an integral part to our team in the 
preseason so far.”

Of the other athletes, the coach 
notes young-yet-experienced 
golfer Lucas Politano is someone 
to follow.

On the female side, the team 
has one returning player, Elena 
Politano, who went to the D-II 
state tournament last year with her 
sister Mia, who graduated this past 
spring. Politano is also a dual-sport 
athlete this fall as a member of the 
girls’ soccer team.

“Our hope this year is to make 
it to states as a team in both the 
male and female divisions and 
bring some wins home as well as 
continue to improve as golfers,” 
Hughes said.

The Otters got off to a good start, 
as the boys won at Rutland in their 
fi rst match by shooting a collective 
187 with Thomas Politano’s 40 
over nine holes leading the way.

GIRLS’ 
SOCCER

Coach Tammi Blanchard will lead 
a relatively inexperienced team of 
seven freshmen, fi ve sophomores, 
six juniors and one senior. 

“The team may be young, but it 
shows lots of promise,” Blanchard 
said. “The girls have been working 
hard to refi ne their skills, get back 
into shape and most importantly,  
play as a team.”

The captains on the team are 
juniors Bryn Blanchard, Ella 
Brytowski, Alexis Hayes, Emily 
Peduto and Elena Politano.

The Otters took their lumps 
in the early going, with losses to 
strong sides Proctor and Black 
River — in Black River’s season-
opening tournament — and then to 
Woodstock in their home opener.

Coach Blanchard said Peduto, 
Hayes and Savannah Cook 
had good moments in the BRU 
tournament, in which Marley 
Richardson found the net for OV. 
Against Woodstock, Blanchard 
noted goalie Linnea Faulkner 
excelled, making 25 saves. 

(Continued from Page 9C)

Coach: Cassidy Buley
NAME GRADE
Virgil Chapin .................................. 12
Ashley Hewitt ................................ 12
Emily Hutchins .............................. 12
Maggie Loyzelle ............................ 12
Zoe Elliott .......................................11
Delany Fielder ............................... 10
Kaylee Maloy ................................... 9
Noelle Seigle ................................... 8

Otter Valley Union High School Varsity Girls’ Soccer Team
Coach: Tammi Blanchard
NAME GRADE
Faith Scarborough ......................... 12
Bryn Blanchard ...............................11
Ella Brytowski .................................11
Alexis Hayes ..................................11
Genevieve Mott ............................... 9
Grace O’Connell .............................11

Emily Peduto ..................................11
Elena Politano ................................11
Clara Cifone .................................. 10
Sierra Cormany ............................. 10
Linnea Faulkner ............................ 10
Kylee Raymond ............................. 10
Mykenzie Thibault ......................... 10
Laura Allen ...................................... 9

Savannah Cook ............................... 9
Randi Lancour ................................. 9
Miley Lape ....................................... 9
Ivanya O’Connell ............................. 9
Lauren Palmer ................................. 9
Malee Richardson ........................... 9

Otter Valley Union High School
Girls’ Varsity Soccer

Date Opponent/Event Time
9/3 vs. Proctor  8 p.m.
9/4 vs. GM/L&G 6/8 p.m.
9/8 Woodstock 4:30 p.m.
9/10 Middlebury 4:30 a.m.
9/15 @ West Rutland 4:30 p.m.
9/22 Hartford 4:30 p.m.
9/25 MSJ 10 a.m.
9/28 @ Mill River 4:30 p.m.
10/1 @ Springfi eld 4 p.m.
10/4 Fair Haven 4 p.m.
10/9 @ Hartford 10 a.m.
10/15 @ Woodstock 4 p.m.
10/18 Springfi eld 4 p.m.
10/21 @ Fair Haven  6 p.m.

Otter Valley Union High School
Boys’ Varsity Soccer

Date Opponent/Event Time
9/3 West Rutland 4:30 p.m.
9/8 @ Proctor 4:30 p.m.
9/15 Woodstock 4:30 p.m.
9/18 @ Hartford 10 a.m.
9/21 Fair Haven 4:30 p.m.
9/24 @ GMVS 4:30 p.m.
9/27 Hartford 4:30 p.m.
10/1 @ Mt. Anthony 4:30 a.m.
10/7 @ GMVS 4 p.m.
10/9 @ Woodstock 1 p.m.
10/12 Stratton 4 p.m.
10/16 @ Fair Haven (Proctor) 1 p.m.
10/22 White River Valley 4 p.m.

Otter Valley Union High School Varsity Boys’ Soccer Team
Coach: Richard Williams
NAME GRADE
Hayden Bernhardt ......................... 12
Luca Cifone ................................... 12
Austin Cormany ............................. 12
Fraser Pierpont ............................. 12
Evan Thomas ................................ 12

Elija Tucker-Bryant ........................ 12
Keiran Williams ............................. 12
Thomas Politano ............................11
Ryan Richardson ............................11
Brian Stanley ..................................11
Peyton Chisamore ......................... 10
Aiden Decker ................................. 10

Max Derby ..................................... 10
Owen Thomas ............................... 10
Haston Byrne .................................. 9
Alexander Frary ............................... 9
Logan Letourneau ........................... 9
Drew Pelkey .................................... 9
Lucas Politano ................................. 9

cheerleading

BOYS’ 
SOCCER 

Coach Dick Williams said his 
team has an even split of experience 
— seven seniors and three juniors 
— and youth — nine sophomores 
and freshman.

He called his seniors “a decent 
core” to build on, and said his 
freshme n and sophomores “have 
some skill, and quite a bit of 
potential.”

The Otters got off to a respectable 
start, a big win at home over West 
Rutland and then a 0-0 tie at Proctor 
in which they outshot their hosts, 
17-8. Williams acknowledged the 
road ahead will get tougher, 

“We won our opener and needed 
to win the game against Proctor as 
we don’t have easier games on the 
schedule,” he said.

As for key players, he listed 
athletic senior goalie Hayden 
Bernhardt, senior center midfi eld 
playmaker Kieran Williams, senior 
central defender Fraser Pierpont, 
senior midfi elder Evan Thomas, 
sophomore midfi elder Owen 
Thomas, and senior striker Luca 
Cifone, who returns after taking the 
pandemic year off. 

Coach Williams said how well 
the midfi elders click together and 
whether Cifone can continue to 
work well with Kieran Williams to 
create and fi nish chances will go a 
long way to determine how well the 
Otters do this fall.

“Now we need to work on 
fi nishing,” the coach said.

At Co-op, we’re member owned and member committed. For more than 100 years, we’ve been 
providing protection for individuals, farms and businesses with a large network of local agents,

fast and fair claims service, knowledge of farm safety practices, and a�ordable rates. 
At the Co-op, you’re a member not just a number.

Be a Member.
Not just a Number.

Member owned. Member committed.
(802) 388-7917   |   www.co-opinsurance.com | www.facebood.com/coopinsco
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Teamwork divides
the task and
multiplies the success.
    Author Unknown

GOOD LUCK TEAMS!

HEATING OIL  •  PLUMBING & HEATING  • GASOLINE

Owned & Operated by the MacIntyre Family since 1943

“Making Friends Warm Is Our Business”

388-9260
213 Exchange St., Middlebury

Photos by Steve James
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We are proud sponsors of the
Middlebury Atletico kids’ soccer program!

Mon – �urs 8am – 5pm, Fri 8am – 2pm 
1330 Exchange Street, Suite 107, Middlebury 

802-388-3553 • Middleburydentalvt.com 

We hope all area athletes have
 a wonderful spring season!

We respect and admire 
your perseverance. 

Congratulations on your dedication — 
we’ll be proudly rooting for you all season long!

NMLS# 403372

Wishing all 

student athletes 

a fantastic fall 

season!

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
388-6054

M - F  7:15 - 5:30, Sat. 8 - 3 
www.countrysidecarpetandpaint.com 

We’ve Got You Covered…

COLOR
YOURSELF INSPIRED

Paint • Flooring • Window Treatments
& Everything You Need for any Project

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS!

From Our Team To Your Team

We wish all student athletes
a � n and rewarding season!

Stay Fueled and keep yourselves warmed 
up, both at home and on the fi eld.

PLUMBING • HEATING • A/C • HEAT PUMPS • WATER SYSTEMS

PLUMBING • HEATING • 453-2325
125 Monkton Road, Bristol, VT • cvplumbingheating.com

BIO DIESEL • K1 KEROSENE • FUEL OIL • GASOLINE • DIESEL

FUEL DELIVERY • 388-4975
185 Exchange St., Middlebury  • champlainvalleyfuels.com
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