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film series plans family-friendly 
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Rivalry games
The Eagle and VUHS girls’ and
boys’ soccer teams squared off. 
Read about it on Pages 1&2B.

Upgrades
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pullout section inside is full of 
interior and exterior ideas.
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Expert: Sump pumps causing city sewer overflows
Council told plant 
badly needs work

VUHS leader
resigns, cites
family matter

(See Taylor, Page 11A)
(See Overflow, Page 15A)

Bristol horse lovers organize celebration

Tax exemptions among tools in play

(See Horse celebration, Page 16A)

OV principal to leave in ’22
(See Addison, Page 14A)

(See Avery, Page 11A)

Middlebury charts
path to create more
affordable housing

Addison again vetoes
ANWSD withdrawal

(See Housing, Page 12A)

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — It looks like 

city property owners will have 
to do more than pay for a bond 
to help fund what might be a 
$25 million upgrade to the aging 
Vergennes sewer treatment plant 
and a collection system. It needs 
work because Vergennes at times 
dumps thousands of gallons of 
sewage-laced stormwater into 
Otter Creek.

All city sewer users will pay 
their share of that expense in the 
form of payments on a bond that 
officials will probably propose in 
March. Officials expected to ask 
for a bond of considerably less 
than $25 million after state and 
federal grants offset the project 
cost (see related story).

But more will likely be asked of 
city property owners, especially 

RICK CHAPUT, OPERATOR of the city sewer treatment plant, stands in what he calls “the lowest spot 
in Vergennes,” two stories below ground in the Macdonough Drive pump station. He is next to older 
equipment that no longer works, and to his left the 10-inch cast-iron main that runs under Otter Creek 
to the treatment plant.

Independent photo/Andy Kirkaldy

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — After eight-

plus years at Vergennes Union 
High School, Principal Stephanie 
Taylor late last week chose to step 
down from her leadership post.

Taylor had been on leave to deal 
with a family issue that required 
her to travel out of state, according 
to Addison Northwest School 
District Superintendent Sheila 
Soule, and ultimately Taylor 
decided she could no longer 
handle both family and work 
commitments. 

Taylor first came to VUHS as a 
co-principal with Ed Webbley in 
the fall of 2013, with her primary 
responsibility being the middle 
school. She had been serving as 
an assistant principal at U-32 in 
East Montpelier. When Webbley 
left a year later to take over The 
Danville School, Taylor assumed 

By ANGELO LYNN
BRANDON — At a school 

board meeting Tuesday night 
chock full of budget preparations, 
concerns of COVID cases at school 
and impending testing program 
to keep students in school and 
healthy as much as possible, plus 
a shortage of available teachers, 
substitutes and school bus drivers, 

the bombshell news of the 
meeting was something entirely 
unexpected: the board learned that 
long-time Otter Valley Principal 
James Avery had submitted his 
letter of resignation effective this 
June 2022.

At 63, Avery said the decision 
was very emotional for him and 

Gov. Phil Scott has announced 
a series of vaccination clinics 
that will be open throughout 
Vermont this week for anyone 
age 12 or older. All Vermonters 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
ADDISON — Supporters of 

Addison withdrawing from the 
Addison Northwest School District 
needed 66.7% of town voters to 
back the measure in Tuesday’s 
revote after the initial withdrawal 
measure failed on July 13, 122-
106. 

State law requires a two-third 
majority to overturn an earlier 
Australian ballot result.

Instead, 61% of those who cast 
ballots on Tuesday in the petitioned 
revote rejected withdrawal. 

In a 23% turnout — higher than 
in July — Addison residents voted 
against leaving ANWSD, 163-104. 

Essentially, the votes favoring 
Addison departing ANWSD 
remained the same — only two 
fewer residents backed withdrawal. 

But an additional 41 residents 
said no to a ballot measure that 
simply read: “Shall the Town 
of Addison withdraw from the 
Addison Northwest School 
District?”

The town selectboard and a 
privately formed group called 
“Educate Addison” had backed 
withdrawal. 

At a Sept. 21 forum, one of 
two pre-vote meetings called by 
the selectboard, both an Educate 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — On Sept. 30, 1958, during 

the Bristol Riding Club Horse Show and 
Gymkhana, a pony named “Thunder,” ridden by 
Norman Booska, suddenly collapsed in the ring.

“Officials hastened to revive the stricken pony 
while spectators breathlessly awaited news of 
the gallant little steed’s condition,” wrote Mrs. 

Alice Ladeau, Sunday News Correspondent for 
the Burlington Free Press.

Soon enough, however, “someone who knew 
the magic word whispered it in the pony’s ear 
and he arose, shook himself, and was led from 
the enclosure.”

Thunder, it turned out, “had been taught to 
play ‘dead’ and had learned to turn the trick to 

his own advantage whenever he became tired of 
being ridden.”

For those unfamiliar with Bristol’s illustrious 
horse history, it may be hard to decide which 
is more astonishing: ol’ Thunder’s wily trick ... 
or the fact that 1,000 people attended the show.

Those who do know their Bristol horse 

By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — Advocates 

for the low-income population 
stressed, during a coronavirus-
related surge in Addison 
County’s homeless 
population this past 
winter and spring, that 
simply leveraging hotel 
beds in times of crisis 
wouldn’t compensate 
for the area’s lack of 
affordable housing.

And it’s not only 
the lowest rung of the 
economic ladder that 
the current housing 
market is failing to serve. 
Many workers with jobs can also 
have difficulty finding a home or 
apartment within their price range.

Observers warned towns that 
charitable efforts to house people 
need to be buttressed with concrete 

efforts to site and sustain more 
affordable homes for people who 
just can’t handle market rate units.

Planners in Middlebury heard 
that message loud and 
clear, and are now 
taking steps they believe 
will encourage more 
affordable housing 
investment in the 
county’s shire town 
— and in an organized 
fashion.

Jennifer Murray, 
Middlebury’s director 
of planning & zoning, is 
seeking to enroll the town 
in the Vermont Agency 

of Commerce and Community 
Development’s “Neighborhood 
Development Areas” program. It’s 
a program that provides special 
permit and tax incentives for 

“There are 
some very 
basic things 
a town 
can do to 
promote 
affordable 
housing.”

— Jennifer 
Murray

Alive with color
EARLY THIS WEEK a tractor works a field in Lincoln that will undoubtedly turn into a snowfield in a month or so if the trees stretching 

out above and showing their autumn colors are anything to go by.
Independent photo/Steve James

BRISTOL RESIDENT AND legendary horse trainer Juna Perlee (third from left) was a driving force in the town’s equine culture from the 
1950s onward, inspiring many local kids to learn to ride and show horses themselves. This Saturday, Perlee will be fondly remembered at 
the first annual Bristol Horse Day.

Photo courtesy of Elissa Cobb
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By JOHN FLOWERS
MIDDLEBURY — The 

Middlebury selectboard wants to 
rekindle efforts to develop a key, 
community-owned downtown 
parcel of land, but officials aren’t 
yet sure whether the town has 
the staffing or resources to push 
forward with planning for an 
economic development project at 
the site.

At issue is the so-called 
Economic Development Initiative 
(EDI) property, a 1.42-
acre parcel off Bakery 
Lane, behind the 
Ilsley Public Library. 
Around 15 years ago 
town and Middlebury 
College officials 
began exploring the 
concept of engaging 
a developer to erect a 
mixed-use building on 
the EDI site as a way 
to stimulate the local 
economy.

After much debate, 
town officials in 
2014 reached out to 
developers interested 
in submitting building 
designs for the EDI 
site.

While four business 
groups declared an 
initial interest in the 
EDI property, only one of them 
— a coalition of Addison County 
businesspeople called “NexBridge” 
— submitted a proposal to develop 
the site. 

NexBridge proposed a design 
for one multi-story, L-shaped, 
mixed-use building with a parking 
garage. The building would have 
included a three-story wing and a 
four-story wing, accommodating a 
mix of residential, commercial and 

professional uses.
A summary history of the EDI 

property drafted by Middlebury 
Planning & Zoning Director 
Jennifer Murray notes NexBridge’s 
concept drawings for the site 
initially “met with mixed reviews,” 
though the town’s EDI Committee 
worked with the developer to 
produce a design it believed the 
community could embrace.

But by 2016, the project appeared 
“unviable for the developer unless 

the town could make 
some additional 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s , ” 
Murray wrote in her 
summary. She said the 
project was put on hold 
pending more study. 
This hiatus dovetailed 
with a related setback: 
The town elected to 
pull the plug on its 
Middlebury Business 
Development Fund, 
and with it the 
business development 
director position that 
had worked with 
NexBridge.

Bryan Phelps, 
a principal of 
NexBridge, still 
believes the EDI 
property has promise. 

“We still feel 
strongly that the EDI site presents 
an opportunity to bolster the health 
and vitality of the downtown and 
want to see a good project built 
there regardless of whether or not 
we are participants in that process,” 
he told the Independent.

There’s renewed interest in a 
Middlebury downtown that’s on 
the rebound from COVID-19 and 
a multi-year rail tunnel project, so 
local officials believe the time might 

THE MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD is looking to rekindle an effort to build an economic development project on town-owned land behind 
the Ilsley Library.

Independent photo/John Flowers

be right to again solicit interest in 
the EDI property. Murray, during a 
recent selectboard retreat, outlined 
three approaches the board could 
take:

• Work with a developer to hash 
out a concept for the site. If the two 
parties can’t agree on a concept, 
they can go their separate ways 
before the developer spends money 
on project designs.

Murray told the Independent 
on Monday that an experienced 
developer, Brett Grabowski, has 
already made it known he’d like 
to build market-rate apartments — 
including so-called “workforce” 
units — at the site. Grabowski, of 
Milot Real Estate in Williston, was 
the driving force behind the South 
Village Apartments off Court Street 
in Middlebury. 

“(South Village Apartments) has 

given him a chance to get his feet 
wet in Middlebury, and I think 
he has a good sense of what our 
housing market will bear,” Murray 
said.

Grabowski is looking to flesh 
out his plans for the EDI site, but 
wants to the sign an exclusivity 
agreement with the town before 
investing serious time and money in 
the endeavor, according to Murray.

And Murray believes some 
preliminary issues need to be sorted 
out before having serious talks 
with a developer — including how 
the town would replace the more 
than 40 public parking spaces that 
would be lost at the EDI site if it’s 
developed. While a developer’s plan 
would likely include underground 
parking, it’s reasonable to expect 
those spaces would be for tenants, 
she noted.

“We could have the best 
conversation in the world, but we’re 
still going to run into this barrier 
of where are we going to send 40 
parking spaces?” Murray said.

• Follow the recommendation in 
the Middlebury Downtown Master 
Plan to create a site-development 
analysis and strategy for the EDI 
property. This analysis, according to 
Murray, would examine each of the 
redevelopment scenarios (from no-
build, to 6-7 stories) from both the 
developer’s and town’s perspective.

“It would also help us to identify 
development partners and whether 
we need more staff or outside 
assistance for managing a complex 
project,” according to Murray. “At 
the end, we would have a preferred 
development scenario and a (formal 
proposal) for soliciting developers.”

A development analysis of the site 

could cost $95,000, officials said. 
And it would place more accounting 
and management responsibilities on 
town staff, who are already busy. The 
staff currently includes Middlebury 
Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay 
and her assistant Beth Dow, Murray, 
Zoning Administrator Dave 
Wetmore, and Chris English, who 
in April transitioned from assistant 
town manager to a 30-hour position 
in charge of communications and 
strategic initiatives. Crystal Grant 
has been hired to succeed Dow as 
she moves into semi-retirement.

“I think we need to consider 
hiring some additional help to 
move this project forward, if we 
want to move this project forward,” 
said selectboard member Heather 
Seeley. “I’m not really opposed 
to the idea of developing the EDI 

Middlebury eyes a 
reboot of EDI project
Land behind Ilsley Library scrutinized 

COVID booster shots 
now available to some

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
BRISTOL — The town of 

Bristol is in need of a few good 
number crunchers.

For starters, the town is 
looking to replace Treasurer and 
Delinquent Tax Collector Jen 
Myers, who has served in those 
capacities since 2011.

Myers resigned on Sept. 24, 
and her last day will be Friday, 
Oct. 8.

“I truly appreciate the 
multitude of opportunities that 
have been provided to me in the 
past 10 years and wish the Town 
of Bristol the best in moving 
forward,” she wrote in her 
resignation letter.

Bristol selectboard member 
Ian Albinson offered Myers a 
public thank-you at the board’s 
Sept. 27 meeting.

“I’m sad to see her go,” he 
said. “She did terrific work 
and, especially during budget 
time, explained a lot of things 
very clearly to me when (I) first 
started as a selectperson.”

In Bristol, the town treasurer 
used to be an elected official, 
but on Town Meeting Day 
2020 voters agreed to change it 

to a position appointed by the 
selectboard. At that time, Myers 
was appointed to the job she’d 
already held after successive 
years of re-election. 

The treasurer is responsible 
for keeping track of town 
funds, receipts, investments and 
disbursements, as well as tax 
bills and tax collection.

Because of the way the 
treasurer and delinquent tax 
collector positions evolved over 
the years, they were technically 
two distinct jobs while Myers 
held them, according to Town 
Administrator Valerie Capels.

This week the selectboard 
changed that, folding one job’s 
duties into the other, and from 
now on the treasurer will be 
responsible for delinquent tax 
collection. 

Once the Bristol selectboard 
has filled the 32-hour-per-week 
treasurer position, the town 
will be looking for an assistant 
treasurer, perhaps even two, 
Capels told the Independent.

A detailed job description can 
be found on the town website, 
bristolvt.org.

Bristol seeks treasurer 
to replace Jen Myers

(See Middlebury, Page 10A)

By ERIN PETENKO
VTDigger.org

Vermont opened COVID-19 
Pfizer booster registration to all 
eligible people on Oct. 1, including 
one newly announced category: 
Vermonters age 18 and older who 
are Black, Indigenous 
or people of color.

Those eligible for 
the booster shots 
also includes all 
Vermonters age 65 
and older, adults with 
high-risk conditions 
and adults at risk of 
exposure from their 
job (see list below). 

Booster shots are 
currently  available 
only for people who 
got their second 
dose of the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine at 
least six months ago. 
There is no booster 
shot available for 
Moderna or Johnson & Johnson 
COVID vaccines. You can only get 
a booster shot of the same vaccine; 
you can’t get a Pfizer booster if you 
originally got a different vaccine.

Health Department officials said 

Vermonters who don’t get the third-
shot booster are still considered 
“fully vaccinated.” 

Those who go to get their 
booster aren’t required to bring 
proof of their earlier vaccinations. 
They will have to state that they 

meet the eligibility 
requirements. And 
they should bring their 
COVID-19 vaccine 
cards for updating.

“We know vaccines 
are safe and effective, 
and these additional 
doses add even more 
protection. So, I 
encourage anyone who 
is eligible to register 
for your booster 
today,” Gov. Phil Scott 
said in a press release. 
“At the same time, 
we continue to urge 
those who have not 
yet gotten their first 
dose to get vaccinated. 

The data shows we are now in a 
pandemic of the unvaccinated, and 
vaccines are the best way to protect 
yourself, friends and family, and 
to make sure we continue moving 
forward from the pandemic.”

BIPOC Vermonters can get the 
booster shot if they received their 
second dose of the Pfizer vaccine 
six months ago or more, according 
to a press release from the state.

Data from the state Department 
of Health shows that Vermonters 
of color, particularly Black people, 
face higher rates of COVID-19 
than white Vermonters. National 
data also shows that Black, 
Hispanic and Native American 
COVID-19 patients have higher 
rates of hospitalization and death.

The state hosted BIPOC-specific 
vaccination clinics in the winter 
and spring to help narrow the 
vaccination gap between BIPOC 
and white Vermonters, and opened 
eligibility for BIPOC of all age 
groups a few weeks before the 

general public.
But though the rate of vaccination 

among younger Vermonters is 
similar among all racial groups, 
there’s still a racial gap among 
older Vermonters: 91% of BIPOC 
Vermonters have received at least 
one dose of the vaccine, compared 
with 96% of non-Hispanic white 
Vermonters.

A list of eligible high-risk 
conditions is available on the 
health department website. The 
state has also shared examples of 
who may qualify for the booster 
because of their occupation, but 
there’s no hard list of qualifying 
jobs: Vermont is allowing anyone 
who works indoors with the 
public or with other workers to 

(See Boosters, Page 10A)

About 8,500 
Vermonters 
have received 
an “additional 
dose” of the 
COVID-19 
vaccine beyond 
the original 
one or two, 
according to 
newly added 
vaccine 
dashboard 
data.

“The cost 
of new 
construction 
is so high — 
especially in 
a downtown 
or on a tricky 
site like the 
EDI property. 
So the 
resulting rent 
can be higher 
than most 
people can 
afford to pay.”

— planner 
Jennifer Murray



Addison Independent, Thursday, October 7, 2021 — PAGE 3A



PAGE 4A — Addison Independent, Thursday, October 7, 2021

Editorial
ADDISON  INDEPENDENT

Letters
to the Editor

New ‘revolution’ 
needed for Earth

Immigration is a bipartisan issue

New book sheds light on Jan. 6

Facebook in the hot seat
How to make social media more responsible
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Politically
Thinking
By Eric L. Davis

By Mary E.
Mendoza

Ways of
Seeing

One of the topics being investigated by the U.S. 
House Committee on the events of Jan. 6 is the attempt 
that former President Trump and others close to him 
made to induce Vice President Pence to have Congress 
overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election 
when the electoral votes were counted.

Bob Woodward and Robert Costa, in their new book 
“Peril,” report that John Eastman, a 
conservative lawyer from California 
who was working with some of 
Trump’s attorneys, wrote a memo 
explaining how Pence could force 
the election into the House of 
Representatives by refusing to 
count the electoral votes from seven 
states. CNN subsequently obtained 
Eastman’s memo and made it public. 

Eastman’s argument was that 
each state’s legislature has the final 
authority to determine the slate of presidential electors 
from that state, regardless of what any provisions of state 
law say about the roles of the governor, the secretary of 
state and other officials in certifying the election results 
and the casting of electoral votes. 

Trump, as part of his “big lie” that Biden was 
not legitimately elected, claimed that there were 
irregularities in the vote in seven states won by Biden, 
and whose governors and/or secretaries of state had 
certified electoral votes for Biden. Eastman argued that 
the Republican legislatures in six of those states (all 

except Nevada, which had a Democratic legislature) 
should appoint their own slates of electors pledged to 
vote for Trump and then send a report of those electoral 
votes to Congress.

Eastman went on to claim that Pence, who would 
preside at the joint session of Congress where the 
electoral votes were to be counted, could, on his own 

authority, declare that there were 
six states from which two slates of 
electoral votes had been officially 
submitted, and, because of this 
situation, no candidate had the 
majority of at least 270 electoral 
votes required by the Constitution.

The 12th Amendment provides 
that, if no presidential candidate 
has a majority of the electoral 
votes, the president will be elected 
by the House of Representatives, 

with each state’s delegation, regardless of size, having 
one vote. Eastman said that, under these circumstances, 
Trump would likely be elected to a second term. Even 
though Democrats held a majority of the members of 
the House, Republicans controlled 26 of the 50 state 
delegations, enough to elect Trump if all delegations 
voted on party lines.

Woodward and Costa report that Trump, Pence and 
Eastman met in the Oval Office on Jan. 4, and that 
Trump tried to convince Pence to follow the scenario 

Recently, news and media coverage highlighted 
video footage and images of border agents near 
Del Rio, Texas, grossly abusing Haitian migrants 
crossing the Rio Grande into the United States. These 
Haitians, fleeing a nation recently devastated by the 
assassination of its president and then slammed by 
natural disasters, traveled across land and sea to seek 
asylum in the United States. They were met with 
violent attacks by agents of the state on horseback as if 
they were animals. 

In response to this grossly inhumane treatment, 
Vice President Kamala Harris, who 
has been put “in charge” of border 
and immigration policy by the 
Biden Administration, immediately 
suspended horseback patrols along 
the U.S.-Mexico border. Great. 
That’s a good first step. Nobody 
should be met by a charging horse 
and a man with a whip for trying to 
flee a terrible situation. 

But suspending horse patrol is not enough. We 
need to do so much more. At the same time, we must 
understand that putting all of that on Kamala Harris, 
or even the Biden Administration, would be setting 
them up for failure. The problem with our immigration 
system, especially as it plays out at our southern 
border, is massive. It has been decades in the making, 
and its undoing will likely take decades as well. 

As I sat down to write this, I saw an article in The 
New York Times entitled, “Biden is Taking a Page out 
of Trump’s Immigration Playbook.” It outlined how 
Donald Trump eroded asylum rights when he was in 
office and, toward the end of his term, used COVID 

as a public health threat to deny even more people 
access to asylum. According to the article, even though 
Biden has dismantled some of Trump’s immigration 
restrictions (it listed a ban on Muslims as one example), 
it noted Biden’s continuation of deportation of asylum 
seekers. I would add his detention of migrant families. 

Trump’s immigration policies were awful, to be sure. 
But his stance on inhumane immigration practices was 
not unique to him. Denying entry based on public 
health, for instance, has a long history, particularly 
at the southern border. In 1916, for example, an 

outbreak of typhus in South Texas 
barred some Mexican migrants 
from entering and institutionalized 
public bathing upon entry for 
decades to come. From then on, 
when Mexican migrants wanted 
to cross the border, even as day 
laborers, U.S. public health 
officials forced them to strip naked 
to have their clothes steamed while 

officials sprayed them with a mixture of kerosene and 
water. Decades later, after pesticides were developed, 
officials sprayed migrants with DDT upon entry. All 
the while, if someone appeared really ill, officials 
denied them entry. Barring immigrants due to health 
concerns happened at Angel Island and Ellis Island as 
well. 

Deportation practices peaked during the Obama 
administration. Big border fence construction projects 
happened under George W. Bush and Bill Clinton 
and just about every president between 1945 and 
1995, whether they were Republican or Democrat. 

The warming of our planet, 
regardless of the reason, has 
evolved into the largest challenge 
facing humanity and the necessity 
of a new Industrial Revolution. 
Regardless if the issue is 
deforestation, replacement of 
greenery with heat absorbing 
human-made structures or CO2 
emissions it is clear a responsible 
and renewable industrial complex 
is crucial to the survival of our 
species.

The first Industrial Revolution 
was unaware of the unforeseen 
consequences of the dramatic 
and rapid changes made to the 
delicate and longstanding balance 
of our planet. Centuries later we 
are older and hopefully wiser 
and cognizant that our disruption 
of billions of years of symbiotic 
recycling is rapidly leading down 
a path of destruction of all that 
we have created. It jeopardizes 
Earth’s infinite realm of balance 
and renewal.

The second Industrial 
Revolution is one of balance and 
acceptance of the brilliant design 
of our unique planet, which has 
existed long before homo sapiens 
emerged and will stand long after 
we are replaced.

Anders Holm
Portsmouth, N.H./

Middlebury, Vt.

Nuclear power 
void looms

The rejection of the proposed 
Manchester solar array that Bill 
McKibben highlights (“‘Offensive 
and shocking:’ We better come 
to terms with solar panels soon”) 
is frustrating but relatively 
unimportant. The now-closed 
Vermont Yankee nuclear plant 
provided the equivalent of roughly 
5,000 such solar installations, all 
equipped with a correspondingly 
immense battery backup system 
to provide baseload power around 
the clock and throughout the 
year. And that’s not counting the 
energy — largely provided by 
coal plants in China — required 
to manufacture all of those panels 
and batteries, along with the 
carbon-capturing trees that would 
need to be cleared to make space 
for them. With more plant closures 
planned in the U. S. and around 
the world, what we really need 
to come to terms with is nuclear 
power.

Noah Graham
Bristol

Leaf blowers 
are a bad idea

Leaf blowing season is here. 
Please advise your lawn care 
employees to forego the leaf 
blower this year. Thank you. 

I came across this item 
from a healthy yard website, 
healthyyards.org, that explains 
why you should skip the leaf 
blower: 

“It will save pollution, noise 
and gasoline and it will help 
protect biodiversity. If you 
are really concerned for your 
lawn grass, simply go over the 
leaves with your mower. This 
is called mulch-mowing and it 
is the advised method by turf 
grass programs and lawn care 
organizations. Use a broom or 
a rake for the hardscapes, or an 
electric blower if you must. 

“Leaves are an essential part of 
woodland habitat and a protective 
layer of leaves protect and feed 
native woodland plants, trees and 
all those important insects and 
critters we need for a balanced 
ecosystem.” 

Enjoy, and stay healthy!
Kate Schmitt

Middlebury

School closures 
need local votes

In November 2016, voters 
in Starksboro, and in Bristol, 
Lincoln, Monkton and New 
Haven, voted to approve the 
consolidation of our school 
districts, changing from one 
school board governing each 

Passage of time
LEAVES TURN RED in the Weybridge Cemetery on Tuesday like they have done for millennia 

as autumn follows summer and the year moves slowly to its exit in a blaze of glorious colors.
Independent photo/Steve James

In sizzling testimony before a Senate subcommittee on consumer 
protection this Tuesday, Facebook whistle-blower Frances Haugen, who 
worked on Facebook’s civic misinformation team for nearly two years 
until this past May, provided senators and the public with an inside look 
at how Facebook keeps its customers hooked to its feeds — even though 
it knowingly is causing personal and societal harm.

In the thousands of pages of documents that Haugen provided to the 
subcommittee about Facebook’s inside workings, what’s clear is how 
Facebook’s top executives have continually misled the public and 
investigators, and can not be trusted to tell the truth or to act in society’s 
best interest. 

“I’m here today because I believe Facebook’s products harm children, 
stoke division and weaken our democracy,” Haugen said during her 
testimony. “The company’s leadership knows how to make Facebook 
and Instagram safer, but won’t make the necessary changes because they 
have put their astronomical profits before people.”

As to what should be done, Haugen pushed for greater transparency of 
how Facebook’s algorithms can lead teens to pro-anorexia content and 
other damaging behavior, and boost extreme content and misinformation 
that is more likely to elicit a reaction from users, which, in turn, has led 
to the rapid rise in extreme vigilante groups throughout the country. 

Specifically, she urged lawmakers to modify Section 230, which 
protects websites from liability for content posted by their users, and to 
make such platforms liable for some of the content “exempting decisions 
about algorithms.”

Facebook’s Mark Zuckerman pushed back this week, but his 
arguments were weak. He had the audacity to suggest that Facebook has 
not prioritized engagement to pad its bottom line, when even the most 
elementary look at social media, in general and Facebook in particular, 
recognizes that speech that sizzles attracts more interest than boring 
speech and that Facebook has honed the art of getting people hooked on 
the content it sends them to a science. 

What should be expected of Facebook is simple: to use some of 
its immense profits to monitor the speech it allows on its platform in 
a socially responsible way, and to be liable for the speech it directs 
to consumers via its algorithms, just as radio, television and print 
publications are liable for the content they provide their consumers.

This is what community newspapers and other publishers throughout 
the country have long been expected to do. It’s why they remain one of 
the most trusted sources of news. 

Would it be a huge lift for Facebook and other social media companies 
to meet similar expectations? Absolutely. Being a responsible entity in 
the media landscape — and make no mistake that Facebook is a media 
company with billions of readers and billions in advertising revenue — 
is an expensive proposition. It requires editors — hired employees not 
just artificial intelligence that even Facebook admits won’t catch 10-20% 
of the problems — to prevent deliberate campaigns of misinformation 
and be liable for information it choses to push to its users.

Will Congress go that far? We admit that is a stretch. It would go against 
decisions by Congress decades ago that established internet companies 
(which no one then knew how they would develop) as public platforms 
— exempt from liability of content — rather than as publishers. We’re 
well aware of the promise the internet posed at the time: that a free flow 
of information would bolster democracies around the world and truth 
would reign supreme. 

In retrospect, it seems a grossly naïve calculation. Had internet 
companies been defined as publishers from the get-go, we can only 
imagine the internet would have developed with higher content standards 
and corporate entities would have prevented the flood of misinformation 
that today is eroding democracies around the world.

While such substantial change is unlikely, making Facebook and other 
social media companies responsible for some of the content is the least 
that can be done. But how likely is even that?

Again, here’s Haugen in her testimony: 
“Facebook wants you to believe that the problems we’re talking about 

are unsolvable. They want you to believe in false choices. They want you 
to believe that you must choose between a Facebook full of divisive and 
extreme content or losing one of the most important values our country 
was founded upon: free speech….That to be able to share fun photos of 
your kids with old friends, you must also be inundated with anger-driven 
virility. They want you to believe that this is just part of the deal. 

“I am here today to tell you that’s not true. These problems are 
solvable. A safer, free-speech-respecting, more enjoyable social media 
is possible,” she said, later adding: “We can afford nothing less than full 
transparency. Left alone, Facebook will continue to make choices that go 
against the common good.”

One positive development is that while Facebook defended its record 
profits and its practices (Facebook net income grew 101% in the second 
quarter of 2021 compared to the prior year, posting a net income of $10.4 
billion for the quarter), they also agreed that government regulation was 
needed. 

“We agree on one thing,” Lena Pietsch, Facebook’s director of policy 
communications, said in a statement, “it’s time to begin to create standard 
rules for the internet. It’s been 25 years since the rules for the internet 
have been updated, and instead of expecting the industry to make societal 
decisions that belong to legislators, it is time for Congress to act.”

The mandate for action is obvious. To preserve the nation’s democracy, 
Congress needs to act with enough muscle to stop the deliberate spread 
of misinformation and to regulate content that knowingly harms 
individuals, including enforcement parameters to reign in bad actors.

Angelo Lynn
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WANTED
Fiduciary Money Manager.

Accept, ‘Go Fund Me’ Donations. Soliciting $250,000.00 
plus for initial payout cost of investigation; publishing, with 
excess funds paid directly to Victim’s Mother. Solve the child 
murder of Christal Jean Jones: deliberately forgotten since 
January 3rd, 2001. Expose cover-up by law enforcement, 
political, and complacent press. www.defectivedetective.net.

Contact: Defective ? Detective Agency.
Email: paul@defectivedetective.net

OPEN  TUESDAY – FRIDAY 7AM-4PM & SATURDAY  7AM-2PM   
51 OSSIE RD.  |   EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-989-7220

Please find the full menu on our 
website at OtterEast.com 

Call 802-989-7220
OR e-mail order inquiries 
to info@ottereast.com

OtterEast.com

Now Serving 
Milkshakes!

1307 North Bingham St., Cornwall, VT
SUNRISEORCHARDS.COM

Fresh apple cider and apple sauce, cider 
donuts, pies, maple syrup and other 
Vermont products in our farm stand. 

We look forward to sharing our beautiful ridge
with views of the Green and Adirondack mountains!

OPEN DAILY from 9 – 5 
through the end of October.

Check our website and social media
for up to date info on what’s ready to pick!

PICK-YOUR-OWN
& FARMSTAND

C
ID

ER
 • 

DONUTS • A
PPLE PIES • ECO-CERTIFIED APPLES

Our nurse Ann Gibbons provides caring
support to elders and families.

Worried about an older loved one?
We have the help you need.

Your Partner in Eldercare

Elderly Services
Supporting Elders and Families since 1981

112 Exchange St., Midd., Vt.  |  802-388-3983  
www.elderlyservices.org

The LIfe of the 
Mind in America

An essay by 
Victor Nuovo

 Middlebury College 
professor emeritus

of philosophy

Community
 Forum

This week’s 
community forum 
is by Middlebury 
Selectboard Chair 
Brian Carpenter.

outlined by Eastman in the memo. 
Trump attorney Rudy Giuliani 
also outlined Eastman’s scenario 
to several Senate Republicans, 
including Lindsey Graham of 
South Carolina and Mike Lee 
of Utah. Both Graham and Lee 
said Eastman’s scenario lacked 
a legal or constitutional basis, 
a conclusion shared by the 
overwhelming majority of election 
law experts.

Trump continued to advocate 
for the Eastman scenario on the 
morning of Jan. 6, when Eastman 
appeared with the president at a 

rally at the White House, which 
was followed by the attack on the 
Capitol that afternoon. Meanwhile 
Pence, after consulting with his 
staff, the Senate parliamentarian, 
and, according to Woodward 
and Costa, another Indiana 
Republican, former Vice President 
Dan Quayle, determined that 
his role was purely ministerial, 
limited to opening and reporting 
the electoral votes that had been 
cast according to the procedures 
in place in each of the 50 states.

Ten minutes after Pence had 
been escorted from the Senate 
chamber in the face of the mob, 

Trump tweeted that “Mike Pence 
didn’t have the courage to do what 
should have been done to protect 
our Country and our Constitution.” 
The Jan. 6 committee’s report 
should provide a fuller account of 
the timeline on that day, showing 
how Trump was involved, until 
the very last moment, in attempts 
to overturn the will of the voters.

Eric L. Davis is professor 
emeritus of political science at 
Middlebury College.

41st in a series
This essay concludes my 

current series of essays, and, as is 
fitting, I finish with a conclusion. 
To begin with, a reminder that the 
title of the series is “The Life of 
the Mind in America,” which is 
the title of an unfinished book by 
the historian Perry Miller (1905–
63). His book was my inspiration 
in two respects: its 
theme, and the fact 
that it is unfinished. 

First, the theme: 
the life of the mind. 
Perry believed that 
to understand a 
society one must 
learn what its people 
think: their hopes and 
fears, their values 
and expectations. 
And because all 
societies exist over 
time, understanding 
is possible only 
by gathering their 
thoughts over time 
as recorded in the 
writings of reflective 
persons, for therein 
lie clues to the 
meaning of it all. 
This is what Perry Miller set out 
to do, but he died before he could 
complete it; he had barely begun. 
The fact that he left it unfinished is 
my reason for writing this series. 
Not because I dream of finishing 
what Perry Miller started. I lack 
his genius and his vast learning. 
Rather Miller opened a pathway 
in my mind and, I hope, in yours, 
to go in search of understanding 
what it means to be an American.

Miller wrote his book for 
ordinary people, because he 
believed that such learning was 
essential for the health of the 
nation, and for the intellectual and 
moral health of its people. He was 
right, I think. Like Santayana, he 
was sure that “those who cannot 
remember the past are condemned 
to repeat it.” But this requires not 
only remembering the past, but 
also understanding it. And books 
by historians like Perry Miller 
facilitate this task. This was 
the goal that lay before me as I 

wrote the essays for this series. 
The pathway that Miller blazed 
might be called a pathway of faith 
seeking understanding. All of us, 
citizens of this nation, have faith 
in its nobility and greatness; we 
must enter the path and continue 
to its end, to understanding what 
this means.

What we shall discover is 
that this is a nation 
from its inception 
established upon 
moral principles: 
in particular, upon 
liberty, equality and 
justice above all. 
Moral principles, 
however, are not 
like forces of 
nature that work by 
themselves. Their 
realization depends 
upon the agency of 
free persons, who 
know what they do. 
And what is striking 
about the life of the 
American mind is 
the long tradition 
of social ethics. I 
noticed this first 
in the writings of 

Jane Addams and followed it 
down to the present day, from 
Addams to Rawls. Earlier signs 
of it appear in the writing of 
the Transcendentalists, and the 
Abolitionists, but it comes fully 
into view only with the rise of 
American Pragmatism. All of the 
persons treated in this series, from 
William James, through Jane 
Addams to John Rawls belong to 
this tradition. Social Ethics is the 
moral substance of the pragmatic 
tradition.

Perry Miller imagined that 
the trail he was blazing led to 
an idea of America, which he 
labeled “The American Sublime,” 
an awesome idea, great beyond 
measure. It is an idea of sufficient 
power to possess the mind 
and soul of a nation, lifting its 
people up from the cares and 
concerns of the everyday and 
causing them to forget their 
individual preoccupations and 
selfish motives, their grievances 

and resentments, and even their 
sensual passions. He imagined 
a moral idea endowed with 
transcendent power, able to 
inspire a multitude and transform 
it into one body, a great civil 
society, a nation. He imagined 
it as a powerful and ennobling 
idea capable of leading a people 
to greatness. I will conclude this 
series with an account of it so far 
as I am able.

These seven words say it all: 
LIBERTY, EQUALITY AND 
JUSTICE FOR ALL PEOPLE! 
This is Perry Miller’s sublime 
idea of America. It is also a joyous 
idea, and in a high flying fantasy 
I imagine a poet, spinning out a 
long poem, like Schiller’s “Ode 
to Joy,” and Beethoven redivivus 
setting it to music. And it would 
be performed every Fourth of July 
along with fireworks.

But it is a moral idea, which 
means we must write it on our 
doorposts and on our gates, and 
it must take root in our hearts and 
in the hearts of all the people, and 
become a supreme imperative that 
not only fills our minds with joy, 
but unites us in a supreme effort 
to achieve it. The mere idea is not 
sublime, only its realization is. It 
is our destiny as a nation. So be it.

Postscript: This historical series 
is sadly incomplete. For example, 
there is no essay on Lucretia Mott 
(1793–1880), Sojourner Truth 
(1797–1883), Susan B. Anthony 
(1820–1906), Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton (1815–1902), Frederick 
Douglass (1817–95), Edna 
Ferber (1885–1968), and this 
is a very short list. But, because 
this series is not just about an 
idea, but its realization, more 
must be said about the crises we 
face: the climate crisis, which 
is accelerating more rapidly 
than most of us expected, the 
persistence of racism, and the 
need, after Afghanistan, for this 
nation to discard the fantasy of 
American exceptionalism and 
rededicate itself to its founding 
idea. Thus, I conclude the 
series, but more will follow, 
intermittingly, after a break.

The meaning of it all
Realizing liberty, equality and justice for all is our task

Davis
(Continued from Page 4A)

Inhumane treatment of immigrants 
is a bipartisan, American policy, 
it’s not a Trump policy or a Biden 
policy. 

If we no longer want to accept 
it, we all need to make our voices 
heard by voting, calling our own 
congresspeople and senators, and 
supporting candidates who are 

Ways of seeing
(Continued from Page 4A) ready to change this narrative. I do 

believe our current administration 
wants to help facilitate that change, 
but they cannot undo decades of 
violence and complacency without 
congressional support and the 

support of their constituents. 
Mary E. Mendoza is an assistant 

professor of history and Latino/a 
Studies at Penn State University. 
She lives in Weybridge, Vermont.

Looking at my email history, 
our bridge and rail project became 
very real for me when I became 
selectboard chair in March 2016 
amid a controversial plan to 
continue running trains throughout 
the project duration. 
For other town 
leaders, this dates 
back many years 
before that as they 
worked through the 
challenge of trying to 
improve our bridge 
and rail safety with 
no clear options or 
funding path. And 
for most our regional 
townspeople who 
traverse Main Street 
and Merchants 
Row, the project 
began summer of 
2017, when our 
existing 1920-era 
bridges, exhibiting 
new failures, were 
replaced with 
temporary bridges. 

We recently marked the end 
of our community’s largest 
infrastructure project and the single 
biggest change of character to our 
downtown since the town burned in 
1891. Besides increased safety, we 
have gained significant gathering 
and event space in the heart of 
downtown, we have cleaned up 
vistas by undergrounding utility 
lines, and we will soon return 
passenger rail to our community. I 
am encouraged by the early interest 
from private entrepreneurs to fill 
our downtown space with shops 
and services, which should help 
draw people into our town center, 
and the vastly improved sidewalks 
and streetscape that should help 
improve the shopping and dining 
experience for everyone who does 
come to town. 

I am grateful for your support 
of town governance and planning 
and for your patience to get large 
projects accomplished that was 
demonstrated in our community 
over these past several years. 
Our community has reflected the 
values of doing what’s best for 
the greater good while mobilizing 
to try protecting those negatively 

impacted — two characteristics that 
make me proud to call Middlebury 
my home.

While our community has 
been challenged through the past 
18-plus COVID months, our 

downtown businesses 
and residents have 
been impacted by this 
project for four years, 
and to them my hat 
is off for enduring 
with grace during 
this historic period. 
I’d also like to thank 
Neighbors Together 
and the BMP — two 
of our many nonprofit 
community groups — 
who were essential 
to creating positive 
events throughout the 
construction to help 
raise morale and keep 
us believing there 
would be life (and 
business) afterwards. 

And to Jim Gish, a 
gentleman who has 

become a friend and ally through 
the many meetings, brainstorming 
sessions, and hours of engagement, 
thank you for your tireless efforts 
keeping everyone informed 
and helping to coordinate (and 
articulate) the town’s needs to the 
state and contractors. Kubricky and 
VHB certainly were good partners, 
but Jim ensured they never forgot 
that people were at the heart of our 
community, and a defined schedule 
and the need to have periods we 
could gather to celebrate without 
interference were critical to 
keeping our community together.

Over the past decade we’ve done 
so much to improve town services 
and the downtown, and we’ve done 
it with civil discussions (though 
often contentious) and thoughtful 
solutions. With some major 
infrastructure projects (Police and 
Fire Departments, Cross Street 
Bridge, Town Offices, Recreation 
Facility, Downtown Bridge and 
Rail) now behind us, it’s time to 
look ahead to resolve other issues 
that are not as tangible: our lack of 
housing stock for young families 
and new workers, and our need 
for economic development and 

diversity both rank high. The 
selectboard is well aware that these 
issues are vitally important to the 
town’s future, and our intent is to 
address them with the same resolve 
as we have our infrastructure 
projects, seeking viable and 
practical solutions that attract 
majority support. 

At our recent board retreat we 
discussed how to tackle increasing 
our workforce and low-income 
housing stock, and during our 
discussion we recognized the 
solution is in large part dependent 
on private investment. However, 
we have tools to help. Our Town 
Planning team is working diligently 
to establish a shared vision and 
the conditions that attract growth 
in this regard, and you can count 
on the selectboard to support and 
promote these activities. 

These include making zoning 
bylaws changes to allow for greater 
densities, expanding our designated 
Neighborhood Development Areas 
where developers can work with 
Town Zoning and bypass the 
need for Act 250, and envisioning 
new neighborhood possibilities, 
some of which are an offshoot of 
the Downtown Master Planning 
process Jennifer led us through last 
year. 

Our sense is the most productive 
tasks we can do to increase our 
workforce and help develop our 
downtown are through designing 
actionable ideas for several projects 
and then increasing outreach to 
developers. Many of these tasks are 
multi-year, and some may require 
additional staff or financial support 
to accomplish. 

That said, I gladly mark the end 
of a historic period for Middlebury 
with thanks to all (especially our 
incredible staff that has carried 
the load through not only the 
challenges of our largest project 
ever, but also steadfastly done the 
heaviest lift in an unprecedented 
COVID environment), and praise 
for a timely and wonderful finished 
product. The board asks for your 
continued support and participation 
as we address these other pressing 
issues. 

Wishing everyone a wonderful 
fall.

Projects done; what’s next for Midd.?

Letters can be found
on Pages 4A, and 7A.



PAGE 6A — Addison Independent, Thursday, October 7, 2021

Affordable Cremation  
& Burial Plans 

The only on-site crematory in Addison County. 
Locally owned & operated by Walter Ducharme

Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral Home  
117 South Main St. Middlebury, VT  

802-388-2311
sandersonfuneralservice.com

Peace of Mind
is Knowing Your Loved One 

Never Leaves Our Care

In Loving Memory of
Scott Alan Cousino
Oct. 6, 1970 – Jan. 28, 2005

Happy 51st

Birthday
We have spent too many of 
your  birthdays without you.

We miss you more and more 
every day!

We will Love you forever!

Our memories of you 
keep us going!

We are sure that you are ALL 
partying together

 up in Heaven!

With ALL of our Love,

Your Family and Friends

FUNERAL
MEMORIAL 
SERVICE
CREMATION
PRE-PLANNING    
 SERVICES

BROWN-McCLAY
FUNERAL HOMES

BRISTOL
453-2301

VERGENNES
877-3321

brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com

If you want a monument - get it from a monument dealer!

Celebrating 91 years  |  1930-2021

57 Main St. New Haven | 453-3433 | CleggsNewHaven@yahoo.com  
CleggsMemorials.com

WE DO OUR OWN
Drafting  •  Lettering  •  Sandblast  •  Cleaning

Foundations  •  Setting  •  Restoration

EXPERIENCE  |  QUALITY  |  VALUE

Family owned and operated
Addison county’s ONLY full 
service monument company 

CLEGGS 
M EMORIALS

Obituaries
ADDISON
COUNTY

Noela Aube Brunet, 89, of Ferrisburgh
FERRISBURGH — Noela Aube 

Brunet, 89, passed away peacefully 
at the McClure/Miller Respite 
House on Friday, Oct. 1, 2021. She 
was born Dec. 20, 1931, to Corrine 
(Charlebois) and Damien Aube in 
Charlotte, Vt.

She graduated from Shelburne 
High School in 1949 and Burlington 
Business College in 1951. She 
worked in a lawyer’s offi ce and 
for General Electric before she had 
children. She married Marcel Burnet 
in 1954. They lived in Ferrisburgh, 
Vt.  She was a bookkeeper for 
their family farm and milk hauling 
business, as well as for their siding 
and contracting business later in 
life. She was a eucharistic minister 
at St. Peter’s Catholic Church, and 
also served on the parish council, 
cemetery committee and the social 
action committee for St. Peter’s.

She is survived by her children 
Ronald (Sue) of Orwell, Vt.; Loren 
(Kelly) of Londonderry, N.H.; 
Richard (Sherry) of Waltham, Vt.; 
Lisa Griner (Craig) of Twin City, 

NOELA AUBE BRUNET

Ga.; Marcel Jr. (Lisa) of Addison, 
Vt.; Laurie (Ed) of Shelburne, Vt.; 
Deanna Payne (Greg) of South 
Burlington, Vt.; and foster daughter 
Debra McDurfee of Colchester, Vt. 
Sixteen grandchildren, 22 great-
grandchildren and six great-great-
grandchildren also survive her, 
along with a sister, Lorraine Mathie 
of Williston, Vt., and many nieces 
and nephews.

She was predeceased by her 
husband Marcel, daughter Monica 
Ringer and granddaughter Kristy 
Brunet.

There was a wake at Brown 
McClay Funeral Home in 
Vergennes on Tuesday, Oct. 5, from 
5:30-7 p.m., and a Funeral Mass 
at St. Peter’s Catholic Church in 
Vergennes on Wednesday, Oct. 6, 
at 10:30 a.m. Interment was in St. 
Peter’s Cemetery in Vergennes. 
Masks are required during both 
services regardless of vaccination 
status and the family asks that you 
refrain from hugging, and try to 
maintain safe distances.

In lieu of fl owers, donations may 
be made to St. Peter’s Cemetery 
or St. Peter’s Church, 85 South 
Maple St., Vergennes, VT 05491. 
To send online condolences to 
her family please visit www.
brownmcclayfuneralhomes.com. 
For those who can’t attend the 
funeral service a video will be 
located on the bottom of the obituary 
on the Brown McClay website.◊   

MIDDLEBURY — John “Jack” 
Eckels died peacefully in his sleep 
on Oct. 4, 2021, at Helen Porter 
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 
in Middlebury, Vt. He was born, 
the youngest of three children, in 
Littleton, N.H., on March 21, 1937. 
He, his sister Ann, and brother 
Don spent most of their young 
lives in Laconia, N.H. There he 
developed a love of skiing and 
enjoyed competing on the ski 
team. Jack attended the University 
of New Hampshire (UNH), where 
he continued to ski competitively 
and graduated with a degree in 
Mechanical Engineering. After 
working as a mechanical engineer, 
he decided that he wanted to work 
with young adults and not machines. 
So he went back to UNH, obtained 
a Masters’ Degree in mathematics, 
met Carol, his wife of 56 years, and 
obtained his teacher’s license. He 
also spent eight years in the Marine 
Corps Reserve.

In 1969, Jack and Carol moved 
to Middlebury, where they raised 
their family. Jack taught math and 
coached skiing at Middlebury 
Union High School (MUHS) for 30 
years. His ski teams won numerous 
Vermont ski championships, 
including 13 Girls Nordic Skiing 
titles, and also one New England ski 
championship. He and Carol started 
the fi rst Bill Koch Ski League for 
young skiers in the Middlebury 

JOHN “JACK” ECKELS

area. Jack’s skiing and coaching 
were statewide. He also served as 
a judge for the biathlon ski event 
at the 2002 Olympics in Salt Lake 
City.

Upon retiring, Jack became a 
beekeeper, worked at a vegetable 
farm, and kept a fairly large garden. 
He and Carol also spent much time 
traveling, particularly to visit their 
children and grandchildren. Jack 
spent a lot of time catching his 
grandchildren’s kicked soccer balls 
in small apartments, building train 
tracks while sitting on fl oors, cutting 
out big boxes for the grandchildren 
to crawl into, playing dominoes 
and Uno as the kids grew older, 
following the kids going trick-or-

treating in various cities, and many 
other activities that created happy 
memorable moments.

He is survived by his loving 
wife Carol (Jones) Eckels; his 
children Richard Eckels, William 
Eckels (Michelle), Catherine Lang 
(Larson), Jane Eckels (Hans), 
and Michael Eckels (Oxana); his 
grandchildren, Alex, Meredith, 
Bee, Ellie, Crispin, Felix, Bo, 
Stanley, Robert, Ben, and Bailey; 
his great-granddaughter Harper; 
and his sister Ann Eckels Bailie. He 
was pre-deceased by his parents, 
his brother Don, his granddaughter 
Wren, and his daughter-in-law, 
Beth.

A Memorial Mass will be held 
on Tuesday, Oct. 12, 2021, at 1:30 
p.m., at St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
in Middlebury, with the Rev. Luke 
Austin as the celebrant.

The family requests if you are 
attending the service to please wear 
a mask. 

In lieu of fl owers, donations may 
be made to Elderly Services, P.O. 
Box 581, Middlebury, VT 05753, 
or the American Parkinson Disease 
Association, Parkinson Plaza, 135 
Parkinson Avenue, Staten Island, 
NY 10305-1425.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Sanderson-
Ducharme Funeral Home. 
Online condolences at www.
sandersonfuneralservice.com.◊

John C. “Jack” Eckels IV, 84, of Middlebury

BRANDON — Peter Karpak, 
Jr. passed away on Sept. 29, 2021, 
one week before his 72nd birthday 
at Wintergreen North Residential 
Care Home in Brandon, Vt., where 
he resided the past two years. Peter 
was born at Beth Israel Medical 
Center, Newark, N.J., on Oct. 8, 
1949, shortly after his mother 
ended her nursing shift there. He 
was the only child of Marie (Keran) 
Karpak and Peter Karpak.

Even from a young age, Peter 
had an engineering mindset and 
had a love for ham radio, receiving 
his ham radio license at the age 
of 12 (one of the youngest to do 
so). Peter also had a creative side, 
expressed through his passion for 
music, and was a talented pianist. 
He even considered a career in 
music, but decided to follow 
a more technical path after his 
graduation from Kearny High 
School in Kearny, N.J. and went 
to NYU School of Engineering to 
become an Electrical Engineer. He 
was a member of the Pi Lambda 
Phi fraternity. Upon graduation, 
Peter’s fi rst job was at American 
Teletimer in NYC. He would often 
tell the story of being on the fi nish 
line during the Belmont Stakes 
when Secretariat won the Triple 
Crown, being part of the crew for 
timing the race.

Peter met his beloved wife Deb 
of 43 years on a blind date. She 
discovered that, if this was to last, 
she needed to take up Peter’s new-
found sport of downhill skiing. 
They were married in 1978 in 
the church where Peter grew up 
— First Presbyterian Church of 
Arlington, Kearny, N.J. He was 
very involved in the church, at 
one point becoming an elder. As 
an adult, he became a volunteer 
camp counselor at Johnsonburg 
Presbyterian Camp and Conference 
Center and for many years he 

PETER KARPAK JR.

devoted time to the camp and 
synod-wide youth group.

One of the biggest joys in his life 
was becoming a father to his two 
sons, Devon and Travis. Being a 
parent defi nitely took him out of 
his comfort zone in many ways. He 
took up so many things as a result of 
his sons’ interests: hockey, horses, 
and scouting, none of which he 
had ever done. In 1995, the family 
chose to move from Montclair, 
N.J., to the beautiful community of 
Ripton, Vt., and never looked back, 
purposely choosing a special place 
to raise a family. Peter and Deb 
joined the Congregational Church 
of Middlebury and became very 
active in the church community, 
helping out in church school and 
youth group, joining the choir, and 
even running a children’s choir 
for a short time. Peter became 
a deacon and was a member of 
the search committee for a new 
pastor. He held jobs in various 
businesses in Vermont including 
Hallam Associates, Agri-Mark, and 
Northern Power.

Peter took ill in 2013 with 
dementia, the fi nal diagnosis. He 
was placed at Wintergreen North 

in July 2019. The care he received 
was impeccable as he transitioned.

He is survived by his beloved 
wife, Deb, and son Devon of 
Ripton; son and daughter-in-law, 
Travis and Victoria of Boston, 
Mass.; his mother-in-law Mina 
Potaczek; his sister- and brother-
in-law, Marti and Jack Curran; his 
brother- and sister-in-law, John 
and Marcy Kegges; niece Lindsay 
(Ryan), nephews Patrick, Jonathan 
(Erika), Ryan (Kiersten), and 
Matthew (Kiera) and great nieces 
Emmilyn, Savannah, and Saoirse; 
dear cousins Vicki and Helen of 
St. Louis; and most especially his 
dear caregivers at Wintergreen: 
Jessi, Beth, Brittany, Lisa, Keisha, 
Darlene, Leslie, Donna, Amanda, 
Patty, Mary Jensen and Tania.

He was predeceased by his father 
and mother.

There will be a Celebration of 
Life at the Congregational Church 
of Middlebury, UCC, Saturday, 
October 16th at 11 a.m., with 
light refreshments following. 
Internment immediately following 
the reception.

In lieu of fl owers, consider 
Johnsonburg Camp and Retreat 
Center, formerly Presbyterian 
Camp and Conference 
Center (Johnsonburg, NJ 
0 7 8 2 5 / o f f i c e @ c a m p j b u r g .
org); Project Independence 
(Middlebury, Vermont 05753/
m a i l @ e l d e r l y s e r v i c e s . o rg ) ; 
The Congregational Church of 
Middlebury, UCC: Music Program 
or Youth Groups, (30 N. Pleasant 
St., Middlebury, Vermont 05753/
Offi ce@midducc.org ).

Arrangements through Sanderson 
Funeral Service, Middlebury, 
Vt. Online condolences at www.
sandersonfuneralservice.com.

Arrangements made by 
Sanderson-Ducharme Funeral 
Home.◊

Karl Neuse celebration of life

MIDDLEBURY — Megan 
Battey, 64, of Middlebury, died at 
her home on Sept. 25, 2021. She 
was the daughter of Bryan and Jean 
(Anderson) Battey of Chevy Chase, 
Md.

Megan grew up in Maryland and 
graduated from Bethesda-Chevy 
Chase High School, but spent 
her entire adult life in and around 
Middlebury, graduating from the 
college in 1979, thereafter working as 
the Visual Resources Curator for the 
Art Department until her retirement 
in 2016. She was also a trained 
archaeologist and worked on projects 
throughout New England and abroad. 
She volunteered at Homeward 
Bound ACHS, the Humane Society, 
and Addison Allies (helping Mexican 
dairy farm workers). As a certifi ed 
Master Gardener, she served on the 
board of the Middlebury Community 
Garden since 2014, and volunteered 
at Helen Porter Nursing & Rehab, 
maintaining garden beds for the 
residents. 

MEGAN BATTEY

A fi xture at Vermont Sun, she 
loved cats, gardening, birds, nature, 
and hiking. She married George 
Todd of New Haven in 1992, and 
divorced in 2019.

She is survived by her siblings 
David Battey, of Washington, D.C., 
Laura Battey, of Sonoma, Calif., and 
Robert Battey, of Alexandria, Va.

Details for a memorial service will 
be announced later.◊

Megan Battey, 64, of Middlebury

The Independent will publish 
paid obituaries and free notices 
of passing. Paid obituaries cost 
25 cents per word and will be 
published, as submitted, on the 
date of the family’s choosing. 
For those who do not wish 
to purchase an obituary, the 
Independent offers a free notice 
of passing up to 100 words, 
subject to editing by our news 
department. Photos (optional) 
with either paid obituaries or 
free notices cost $10 per photo. 
Obituaries may be emailed to 
obits@addisonindependent.
com.

Submissions must be received 
by 11 a.m. on Wednesday for 
publication in the Thursday 
paper and 11 a.m. on Friday for 
Monday’s paper. Email obits@
addisonindependent.com or 
call 802-388-4944 for more 
information.

Obituary 
Guidelines

MIDDLEBURY — A service 
in celebration of the life of Karl 
Werner Neuse, who passed away 
on Sept. 14, 2021, will be held on 
Saturday, Oct. 16, 10:30 a.m., at 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Chutch on 
the Village Green, 3 Main Street, 
Middlebury.

Following the service the famiy 
will gather in the church memorial 
garden for priate committal of his 
ashes. The family asks that masks 
be worn if attending the service in 
person. An invitation to the Zoom 
link may be obtained by emailing 
or calling the parish offi ce at 
StStephensmiddlebury@gmail.
com or 802-388-7200.

After leaving the church or 
Zoom service, all are invited to 

Peter Karpak Jr., 71, longtime Ripton resident

KARL W. NEUSE

continue the celebration and greet 
the family at the Waybury Inn, 
Route 125, East Middlebury.◊

Brynn Kent from Middlebury 
has been named to St. Lawrence 
University’s dean’s list for achieving 
academic excellence during the 
summer 2021 semester. Kent is a 
member of the Class of 2023 and is 
majoring in environmental studies. 

Bryce Kowalczyk of Middlebury  
received a Bachelor of Arts degree 
Cum Laude at Colgate University’s 
200th Commencement, which was 
held in person at Colgate’s Andy Kerr 
Stadium in Hamilton, N.Y., on May 
9 this year. Kowalczyk, a graduate 
of Middlebury Union High School, 
majored in Computer Science/
Mathematics at Colgate.

DON’T MISS OUT!
www.addisonindependent.com

Kent attended Middlebury Union 
High School. To be eligible for the 
list, a student must have completed 
at least four courses and have an 
academic average of at least 3.6 
based on a 4.0 scale for the semester.

Four local students began their 
college studies at St. Lawrence 
University in Canton, N.Y., this 
fall: Hannah Kelly of Ferrisburgh, 
a Vergennes Union High School 
graduate; Riley O’Neil of Hancock 
and Lena Sandler of Cornwall, 
both Middlebury Union High School 
graduates; and Sam Schoenhuber
of Lincoln, a Mount Abraham Union 
High School graduate. 

ADDISON  COUNTY School Briefs

Josephine 
(Galvin) Haines, 
Salisbury native
WILLISTON — Josephine 

(Galvin) Haines of Williston 
passed away Oct. 1, 2021. 

She was born in Salisbury, 
the daughter of George and 
Florence (Gale) Galvin. A full 
obituary will be published in the 
Oct. 14 edition of the Addison 
Independent.

REACH THE COUNTY
ads@addisonindependent.com
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WIMETT
TRADING COMPANY

802•465•4688

USED

David Wimett, 35 Years Experience
C. Michael Jackman, 40 Years Experience
2668 Route 7 • Leicester, VT 05733 • wimetttradingco@gmail.com

Wimett Trading Company
at the Big White Barn in Leicester

465-4688 

2014 SUBARU OUTBACK LIMITED
4-Cyl, Auto, AWD  **NICE CAR**  167k miles

$10,995

AFFORDABLE, SAFE & RELIABLE
USED CARS AND TRUCKS

We also buy cars, 
locate specialty orders 

& consider consignments 
Call Dave for an appointment

2014 HONDA CRV
4-Cyl, Auto, AWD, 101k miles

$16,995

2009 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
4-Cyl, Auto, 107k miles

$7,995

2011 HONDA ACCORD EX
4-Cyl, 5-Speed Manual, 117k miles

$9,895

More than  a decadeof delivering Quality!

BOW SEASON KICK OFF SALE

2014 KIA FORTE
4-Cyl, Auto, Super Nice Car! Only 70k miles!

$10,995

school, to one MAUSD board 
governing all six of our schools 
(five elementary schools and 
Mount Abraham Middle/High 
School).

The Articles of Agreement 
(tinyurl.com/ANESUact46) that 
voters in each of our five towns, 
and the Vermont State Board of 
Education, approved when they 
agreed to form MAUSD in 2016 
include the following:

“After four (4) years of 
operation the new SD may close 
a school conveyed to the new SD 
by a Forming Elementary District 
upon affirmative votes of the New 
SD Board of Directors and the 
voters, voting by Australian ballot, 
of the Member Town in which the 
school is located.” 

— (Article 14)
“The New SD board shall 

support and continue the 
elementary education of students 
at the school located in the town 
where they reside, unless such 
school is closed as provided above. 
The Board may adopt policies to 
allow attendance of elementary 
school students at elementary 
schools within the New SD other 
than the school in the town where 
the student resides when such is 
appropriate to address unique 
needs of particular students.”

— (Article 16)
Many 5-Town residents consider 

these provisions to be a legally 
binding promise —  a promise that 
the MAUSD Board will not close 
the elementary school program in a 
town, without the approval of that 
town’s voters.

Despite these provisions, 
the Superintendent and some 
MAUSD board members think 

“repurposing” an elementary 
school in such a way that a town’s 
K-6 elementary program is moved 
to a different town (while other 
educational functions are moved 
into the building) would not 
constitute school closure and would 
not require an affirmative vote of 
the town in which the school is 
located. Strategies that have been 
discussed at school board meetings 
include repealing Article 16 
without a voter approval, and then 
closing the elementary program 
without voter approval.

Other board members believe 
that the articles mean what they 
clearly say, and that an affirmative 
vote of the majority of a town’s 
residents would be required in 
order to “repurpose” an elementary 
school by moving its K-6 program 
to another town. These board 
members also feel that the district 
needs to rebuild trust among 
community members who are 
concerned that they will not have 
a voice in decisions about what 
may happen to the children and 
the school building in their town 
as was promised during the 2016 
district merger vote.

We support the Starksboro 
selectboard in calling on the 
MAUSD Board to vote yes, as 
soon as possible, on a resolution 
affirming, actively supporting, 
and ensuring that no town will 
lose the ability to hold a vote 
to determine whether or not to 
close its elementary school. In 
accordance with Articles 14 and 16, 
“closing” includes terminating, or 
otherwise making unavailable to 
K-6 students who live in the town, 
the elementary school program in 
that town.

Whether you live in Starksboro, 
or in Bristol, Lincoln, Monkton 
or New Haven, we hope that you 
agree that a promise is a promise. 

If you haven’t yet shared your 
feelings with the MAUSD School 
Board about this issue, please 
consider sending board members 
an email, or attending an upcoming 
board meeting and voicing your 
views during the public comment 
sections of the meeting. Thank you 
for your engagement in this matter.

Nancy Cornell
Starksboro

on behalf of Starksboro SOS 
(Save our Schools) Committee

Cornell letter
(Continued from Page 4A)

“Is it Monday?” Frankie asked 
me the moment she woke up on 
the first day of this week. “Yup,” 
I told her, thinking she might 
have something to 
say about the school 
lunch schedule.

She threw her 
hands up. “Don’t 
walk on the road!” 
she warned.

A crew has been 
repaving our road 
since last week. On 
Friday, 4-year-old 
Frankie and I went to 
check it out. We had 
a nice chat with Bob, 
one of the workers, 
about stop signs and speeding 
and the project timeline. And 
then he said this:

“On Monday we’ll have a 
big tanker out here spraying the 

road with magnesium carbonate. 
Make sure the kids don’t walk on 
it or it will shrink their shoes.”

We laughed. What? Shrink our 
shoes? 

He was not 
kidding. He assured 
us that this was 
a real thing. The 
mixture they spray 
on the gravel can 
shrink leather and 
other shoe materials. 
(I tried to confirm 
it on the internet, 
but “magnesium 
carbonate road 
paving shrink shoes” 
led me down a weird 

Google path. I’m just going to 
have to trust Bob.)

Later that day, Frankie looked 
at me, worried.

“Will cats shrink on the road?” 

she wanted to know. “Will cars?”
“No, no, it only shrinks shoes,” 

I said, laughing at the absurdity. 
But we decided to play it safe 
and keep our kitty indoors on 
Monday.

On the big day, Frankie 
told everyone about the shoe-
shrinking road. She loved the 
adventure of it all. The danger!

We managed to walk and bike 
to school without touching the 
road. After school, when the 
big tanker drove by our house 
(twice!), Frankie declared, “It’s 
here!!!” and ran out to watch it 
spray.

I watched her from inside, 
thinking, this is the weird kind 
of thing kids remember forever. 
Someday, when she’s all grown 
up, I bet Frankie will think of the 
time the road almost shrank our 
shoes, and it’ll make her smile.

The incredible shrinking shoes

Clippings
By Megan James

Letters to the Editor

Anti-racism slogans can send the wrong message
I looked first for what I could 

appreciate in Heidi Recupero’s 
response to Joanna Colwell’s 
letter in support of flying the 
Black Lives Matter flag at the 
Middlebury Union High School 
(Letters section, Sept. 30 and 
Sept. 9, respectively). I found 
most of it in the parts of her letter 
that did not address what Ms. 
Colwell was saying. For instance, 
Ms. Recupero concludes “This 
could be a wonderful teaching 
moment for students at the high 
school.” But nothing in Ms 
Colwell’s letter said flying a BLM 
flag should end the discussion. 
Why can’t an ongoing “teaching 
moment” occur just as easily or 
to an even greater extent with the 
Black Lives Matter flag flying?

I don’t want this to descend 
though into a point-by-point 
reflection on Ms. Recupero’s 
letter, which offers a lot of food 
for thought. Let me instead 
respond specifically to her and 
Ms. Colwell’s conflict over 
the meaning of the “Racism 
Has No Home Here” slogan. It 
appears to have originated in the 
determination of a white lawyer 
with a bi-racial child to become 
more active in the struggle 
against unconscious bias and 
other generators of behavior that 
harm racial minorities. In other 
words, it originated as a statement 
of white pain and a desire to 
dismantle racism. I admire her 
impulse and her campaign has 
done some good, but it’s not 
grounded in the Black experience 
that gave birth to the Black 
Lives Matter slogan. It crowds 
out BLM’s spotlight on racism’s 
impact from the perspective of 
those who have been oppressed, 
which shows up in the kind of 
data Ms. Colwell cited.

The BLM slogan is inclusive, 
despite the desperation of so 
many people to brand it as 
divisive. It’s a powerful way 
of saying “all lives should 
matter equally.” It echoes 

Letters to the editor
The Addison Independent encourages readers to write letters to the 

editor. We believe a newspaper should be a community forum for 
people to debate issues of the day

Because we believe that accountability makes for responsible 
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and telephone number, too, so we can call to clear up any questions.
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Jesus’s teaching directing us 
to pay attention to what those 
with resources do for the most 
vulnerable groups in society. 
Jesus says that is the main test 
of whether people love him 
and fully accept that God loves 
everyone.

You don’t have to believe in 
God or Jesus to get the point. You 
just have to agree that the best 
way to live out the slogan “all 
lives matter” in a society with our 
history is to support the reforms 
necessary to produce the results 
you would expect if all races 
truly had equal opportunities. 
If we achieve that, the statistics 
will change over time to show 
that unarmed Black people are no 
more likely to be shot by police 
than unarmed whites, that Black 
workers are no less likely to get 
hired, Black families are no less 
likely to own their homes, and 
so on.

That focuses us on improving 
opportunities for Black people 
(and other marginalized groups, 
most of whom recognize that 
the logic of the BLM slogan 
speaks to their conditions as 
well). Ideally, we can do a lot 
of it in ways that help whites 
prosper too. But it’s unrealistic 
and unjust to think racism will be 
dismantled if whites continue to 

insist on a dishonest accounting 
of how much their current wealth 
and freedom rests on centuries of 
slavery and Jim Crow oppression, 
and on persistent biases in favor 
of the status quo baked into our 
culture.

 I get why Ms. Recupero and 
many other people are going to 
see “Racism Has No Home Here” 
as a powerful sign of commitment 
to creating anti-racist spaces. But 
I can’t help but wonder whether 
they care that many of the people 
they are trying to support, and 
those white allies who know our 
economic and political history, 
may cringe like I do. We all see 
an invisible footnote on every one 
of those signs: “But Centuries of 
White Racism Helped Make This 
Our Home.”

Of course, many individual 
white people are being ground 
down by the status quo and 
caught up in personal suffering 
that white privilege can’t 
overcome. That only makes a turn 
like BLM’s slogan toward honest 
“all lives matter” policies even 
more important.

My impression is that the kids 
at the high school who want the 
BLM flag flying get that.

Rev. Barnaby Feder
Middlebury

Letters can be found on Pages 4A & 7A.

CONTACT GOV. SCOTT

Governor
Phil Scott

1-800-649-6825
(Vt. only)

802-828-3333

109 State Street, Pavillion
Montpelier, Vermont 05609-0101

www.vermont.gov/governor
Join ACHHH for a pop-up

Flu Vaccine Clinic 
At the Vergennes Green • October 15, 2021, 10am-12pm

OR 

Get a shot without leaving your car!
During our second annual Drive-through Flu Vaccine Clinic

October 26 - 7:30- 10:30 am and 4-6pm
At Addison County Home Health & Hospice

254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven

Getting your flu shot
is a walk in the park!

254 Ethan Allen Highway, New Haven  |  P.O. Box 754, Midd. 05753
388-7259  |  ACHHH.org

Available for those 12 years and older.
No high dose vaccines available.

Open to the public!
Vaccines are being provided

at no charge to recipents. 

Donations are gratefully accepted
but not expected or necessary.

Call 388-7259 to schedule an appointment

34 MAIN ST., 
SUITE 1

VERGENNES,
VT 05491

(802) 870-7170

BETTER HEARING. 
        BEGINS AT HOME. 

Dr. Christopher Beuhler
Au.D, F-AAA, CCC-A
Doctor of Audiology

Call (802) 870-7170
to schedule your appointment.

• All major insurances are accepted. 
• We are a Green Mountain Health, Nations 
Hearing, TruHearing, & United Healthcare

(United Hearing) provider.
• We service ALL makes & models of hearing aids

Don’t miss out on 
the conversation!

ONLINE�HEARING�TEST�NOW�AVAILABLE!
Go to homeaudiologyservices.com and scroll 
down to ‘take our online hearing screening.’
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Bonnie Swan to fill a vacant Ripton selectboard seat
By JOHN FLOWERS

RIPTON — The Ripton 
selectboard has appointed resident 
Bonnie Swan to succeed Ron 
Wimett — her late cousin — on the 
board until next March, when she 
and other local residents have the 
option of running for the remaining 
two years on Wimett’s term.

“I’m amazed,” Swan said on 
Tuesday or her reaction to the 
appointment. She was one of 
three people who had submitted 
letters of interest in 
the vacancy, created 
when Wimett — 
who also served 
as the town’s road 
commissioner — died 
suddenly on Sept. 5.

Ripton selectboard 
member Laurie Cox 
credited Swan’s status 
as a lifelong Ripton 
resident and her service to the town 
as qualities that contributed to her 
appointment. Swan is a former 
town auditor and longtime member 
of Ripton’s cemetery association. 
She was Ripton’s school bus 
driver for 19 years and has driven 

BONNIE SWAN

for Tri-Valley Transit (formerly 
known as Addison County Transit 
Resources) for the past 21 years. 
She currently drives Tri-Town’s 
Middlebury-Burlington Route via 
Route 116.

“I’d thought about (running) 
in the past,” Swan said of the 
selectboard, “and this seemed like 
a good opportunity to try it.”

So she’ll see how she likes the 
job for the next few months and 
determine whether to run for an 

extension in March.
In addition to 

the two years left 
on Wimett’s term, 
a three-year post 
currently held by 
Selectman Tim 
Hanson will also be 
in play.

Swan is looking 
forward to tackling 

the varied issues with which Ripton 
is contending right now, including 
the future of the town’s road 
maintenance program. As road 
commissioner, Wimett performed 
the town’s road work using his own 
company’s heavy equipment. So 

his death left a particularly big void 
in the town’s day-to-day functions.

Fortunately, three Ripton 
residents recently stepped 
forward to provide at least a 
short-term solution to the town’s 
road-maintenance predicament, 
according to Cox. They are Kevin 
Jackson, Chris Lackard and 
Chris Poploski, all of whom have 
equipment and labor to apply to 
municipal road tasks through the 
winter. The three men offered their 
services following a series of public 
meetings at which Ripton’s road-
upkeep dilemma was explained, 
Cox said.

“All these guys are independent 
contractors,” Cox said. “They all 
know the roads and know the job.”

Poploski and Jackson specialize 
in logging during the winter, but 
being local should also be available 
for plowing, Cox said. Lackard 
worked with Wimett and therefore 
has a keen understanding of the 
local road-maintenance system, 
she added.

In addition to snow plowing 
this winter, the Ripton selectboard 
has mapped out various road 

“All these guys 
are independent 
contractors. They 
all know the roads 
and know the job.”

— Laurie Cox

Small group discusses MAUSD school issues in Monkton forum
By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

MONKTON — Very few 
residents showed up to a community 
school forum hosted by the Monkton 
selectboard last Thursday, Sept. 30, 
and those who did were outnumbered 
on Zoom by interested onlookers 
from other towns.

The meeting had been scheduled 
at the request of Monkton residents, 
including Eugenie Doyle, who was 
one of a handful of people to attend in 
person, and its aim was to clarify the 
status of several ongoing discussions 

in the Mount Abraham Unified 
School District, including:

• The definition of “repurposing” 
a school, an action the school 
board has been counseled it has the 
legal authority to take, verses the 
definition of “closing” a school, 
which according to the district’s 
articles of agreement would require 
voter approval in the town hosting 
that school. The discussion stems 
from a long-range facilities proposal 
developed at the school board’s 
request by Superintendent Patrick 

Reen last December, which in 
phase one calls for discontinuing 
elementary education in Lincoln, 
New Haven and Starksboro, and 
repurposing those buildings for other 
educational or administrative uses.

• The ongoing work of phase two 
of Reen’s proposal, the ANWSD-
MAUSD Merger Study Committee, 
which has been meeting since July 
and has been tasked with determining 
the feasibility of a merger between the 
MAUSD and the Addison Northwest 
School District. The committee 
expects to complete its work in time 
to warn a potential merger vote in 
November 2022, though it may 
conclude a merger is inadvisable.

• The work of educational 
consultant Nate Levenson, who was 
hired by the MAUSD board to help 
evaluate and compare Superintendent 
Reen’s proposal with six alternative 
proposals submitted by MAUSD 
community members. With the help 

of a volunteer Community Input 
Committee, Levenson has reported 
the work is going well and might 
be finished this November, a month 
ahead of schedule.

• Lincoln’s bid to withdraw 
from the MAUSD, which was 
overwhelmingly approved by town 
voters on Aug. 24. Lincoln’s exit plan 
must get approval from voters in all 
four of the other MAUSD member 
towns, too, but a vote is unlikely to 
happen until Town Meeting Day, 
March 1, 2022.

• A campaign in Starksboro, 
where a potential withdrawal bid has 
not been ruled out, to preserve certain 
existing elements of local control, 
including a town’s right to vote on 
the closure of its school.

It was to the latter discussion that 
Eugenie Doyle turned when she first 
took the microphone last Thursday.

Doyle quoted a Sept. 13 letter 
from the Starksboro selectboard to 

improvement projects they’d like 
to see completed this fall, include 
installing some culverts.

Meanwhile, the board is doing 
an analysis of the town’s road 
maintenance needs with an eye 
toward presenting voters with a 
long-term fix come Town Meeting 
Day in March.

“It should all work out and get us 
through,” Cox said of the current, 
short-term roads solution.

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Fill ’er up
PICKER GEMAAR O’CONNOR dumps another load of apples 

into a bin at Happy Valley Orchard in Middlebury last week. Apple 
growers have seen a brisk retail business some days this fall and 
hope to see more while the weather is still good.

Independent photo/Steve James

the MAUSD board, which made the 
following three requests regarding 
the Merger Study Committee:

“1. Adjust the timeline to allow 
for towns to respond thoughtfully to 
outcomes. (The committee has since 
done that.)

“2. Affirm, actively support, and 
ensure that no town will lose the 
ability to hold a vote to withdraw 
from the district should the 
recommendation be a merger.

“3. Affirm, actively support, and 
ensure that no town will lose the 
ability to hold a vote to determine 
whether or not to close their school 
(which includes repurposing) 
regardless of the recommendations 
of the Merger Study Committee.”

Doyle requested that the Monkton 
selectboard adopt the same stance, 
even though it was unlikely the 
Monkton Central School would be 
closed or repurposed.

“I back every town that wants to 

keep their own school,” she said.
Members of Save Community 

Schools, the Lincoln group 
spearheading the town’s withdrawal 
from the MAUSD, attended via 
Zoom to offer updates and answer 
questions.

Monkton selectboard Chair 
Stephen Pilcher noted “it sounds 
like there’s a vast churn in the water” 
where school district issues are 
concerned and raised the possibility 
of future meetings in Monkton, 
perhaps after Levenson and the 
Community Input Committee release 
their report.

In New Haven, community 
members will host a similar sort of 
school district discussion at Beeman 
Elementary School this Sunday, Oct. 
10, at 4 p.m.

Reach Christopher Ross at 
christopherr@addisonindependent.
com.
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FALL IS COMING as (clockwise from top 
left) conifers are shamed by deciduous 
trees showing off their reds, golds and 
yellows next to a stream alongside Lincoln 
Road in Ripton this week. Trees changing 
into autumnal colors counterpoint the low 
clouds hanging over the Bristol Gap on 
a stretch of the Ripton Road in Lincoln. 
And a brilliant red leaf adds its note to 
the symphony of color carpeting Addison 
County this week.

Independent photos/Steve James

 Alive with 
       color
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Community-Wide
Yard Sale!

Saturday, October 9th

Sunday, October 10th

Mead Lane and Butternut Ridge Road in Middlebury. 
Many yard sales, estate sales, and antique sales.

Yard
Sale!

property, but I’m feeling like the 
resources we need to add on to do 
the project right now, may be more 
than I’m willing to spend.”

Selectboard member Farhad 
Khan is opposed to the town 
incurring a $95,000 bill.

“I’m hesitant about spending that 
much money without knowing if 
we’re going to make progress on 
this project,” he said. “We should 
bring this to a developer ... and they 
will spend the money, instead of 
us.”
•	 Keep	 the	 EDI	 effort	 on	

pause. This, according to Murray, 
would allow time to see how the 
Ilsley Library expansion plan 
unfolds, how to resolve the loss 
of public parking, and whether 
to explore other concepts for 
the area — including a possible 
pocket park beside the Bakery 
Lane municipal lot, bike-pedestrian 
planning, zoning amendments and 
a downtown parking management 
strategy.

“In other words, continue 
incremental progress for building 
into a big project like this,” Murray 
said.
CHANGING CONDITIONS

She noted economic conditions 

have changed since town and gown 
officials	 first	 imagined	 the	 EDI	
concept.	 Murray	 said	 it’s	 difficult	
now to build commercial or retail 
space on spec, “because the cost 
of new construction is so high — 
especially in a downtown or on a 
tricky	site	like	the	EDI	property.	So	
the resulting rent can be higher than 
most people can afford to pay.”

Selectboard Chair Brian 
Carpenter said until recently 
he favored hammering out an 
agreement with a developer to build 
on	the	EDI	site.	But	he’s	shifted	to	
a more cautious approach based on 
Murray’s advice. He believes the 
town should clearly delineate its 
aspirations for the property — and 
define	the	resources	it	will	need	to	
help move a project forward — “so 
we don’t get egg on our face a 
second time.”
Selectboard	 member	 Dan	

Brown called for a look at the 
town staff’s to-do list, followed 
by a determination on whether 
more municipal workers need to 
be added to take on the workload. 
That said, he sees value in a new 
economic development engine for 
the downtown.
“I’m	for	getting	this	EDI	project	

off and running as quickly as we 

can,” he said.
Selectboard member Lindsey 

Fuentes-George recommended 
the town establish priorities for its 
limited staff and resources.
“I	don’t	want	our	staffing	plan	to	

just	be	focused	on	EDI.	I’m	really	
looking for, ‘What’s the tradeoff; 
if we’re investing time, energy and 
money	in	EDI,	then	what’s	getting	
put on the backburner?’” she said.

And Fuentes-George said she 
believes the town has more pressing 
priorities right now — such as 
getting more affordable housing in 
town.

“That’s where I’d like to see us 
put our energy,” she said. “The slow 
road	 with	 EDI	 at	 this	 particular	
juncture is better than trying to push 
more quickly when we don’t have 
the resources to do it.”

Carpenter said he’ll confer with 
Ramsay	 on	 current	 staffing	 levels	
and how board priorities could 
affect workload.

Ultimately, he said progress 
on	 EDI	 will	 be	 “a	 function	 of	
prioritization, and whether we can 
actually afford to do it.”

Reporter John Flowers is at 
johnf@addisonindependent.com.

Advanced Hearing Technologies
Marble Works, 63 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-233-2345  •  advancedhearingofvermont.com  •  bernie344@gmail.com
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Middlebury
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ELIGIBLE BASED ON CERTAIN MEDICAL CONDITIONS
People 18 years or older with certain medical conditions that put 

them	 at	 high	 risk	 of	 getting	 severely	 ill	 with	 COVID-19	 will	 be	
eligible to get a booster shot if they have gotten their second dose 
of	the	Pfizer-BioNTech	vaccine	at	least	six	months	ago.	The	medical	
conditions are:

get the shot.
As of the morning of Oct. 1, more 

than 4,700 people have signed up 
to get the booster, according to the 
press release.

About 8,500 Vermonters 
have received an “additional 
dose”	 of	 the	 COVID-19	 vaccine	
beyond the original one or two, 
according to newly added vaccine 
dashboard data. That could 
include immunocompromised 
Vermonters who began getting the 
booster weeks ago as well as older 
Vermonters who signed up in the 
past week.
Getting	 a	 COVID-19	 booster	

shot is free and easy. Visit 
healthvermont.gov/MyVaccine to 
learn	more	and	find	a	location	that	
offers	the	Pfizer	vaccine	near	you.

To register through the Health 
Department	website:
•	 Visit	 healthvermont.gov/

MyVaccine
•	 Click	 the	 “make	 an	

appointment” button.
•	 Log	in	to	your	account.	Have	

the information you need to log in 
ready.
•	 If	 you	 are	 eligible	 by	 work	

or medical conditions, you may 
need to update your details in 
the registration system before 
making an appointment. Go to the 
Dependent/Household/Client	 tab	
and	click	 the	UPDATE	DETAILS	
button.
•	 Proceed	 with	 making	 your	

appointment.
If you have not previously 

been vaccinated through the 
state registration system, need 
assistance or speak a language 
other	 than	English,	 call	 (toll-free)	
1-855-722-7878.

The state reported 42 people are 
in	 the	 hospital	 with	 COVID-19	

Boosters
(Continued from Page 2A)

ELIGIBLE BASED ON WORK
People age 18 and older who are more likely to be exposed to or 

spread	COVID	because	of	where	 they	work	are	also	eligible	 for	a	
booster. This means people who work indoors, where they are 
exposed	to	the	public	and	to	other	workers.	Examples	include:

•	 Cancer,	including	history	of	
cancer.
•	 Chronic	kidney	disease.
•	 Chronic	 lung	 diseases,	

including	 COPD	 (chronic	
obstructive	 pulmonary	 disease),	
asthma	 (moderate	 to	 severe),	
emphysema, chronic bronchitis, 
interstitial lung disease, 
cystic	 fibrosis	 and	 pulmonary	
hypertension.
•	 Dementia	 or	 other	

neurological conditions.
•	 Diabetes	(type	1	or	type	2).
•	 Down	 syndrome,	 and	other	

chromosomal disorders, such 
as	 intellectual	 disabilities	 (IQ	
of	 70	 or	 below),	 disabilities	
that compromise lung function 
(neurological	 and	 muscular	
dystrophy,	spina	bifida,	multiple	

sclerosis).
•	 Heart	 conditions	 (such	 as	

heart failure, coronary heart 
disease, cardiomyopathies, or 
hypertension).
•	 HIV	infection.
•	 Immunocompromised	 state	

(weakened	immune	system)-
•	 Liver	disease.
•	 Overweight	and	obesity.
•	 Pregnancy.
•	 Sickle	 cell	 disease	 or	

thalassemia.
•	 Smoking,	current	or	former.
•	 Solid	 organ	 or	 blood	 stem	

cell transplant.
•	 Stroke	 or	 cerebrovascular	

disease,	which	affects	blood	flow	
to the brain.
•	 Substance	use	disorders.

•	 First	responders	(health	care	
workers,	firefighters,	police).
•	 Education	 staff	 (teachers,	

support	staff,	child	care	workers).
•	 Food	 and	 agriculture	

workers.
•	 Manufacturing	workers.
•	 Corrections	workers.
•	 U.S.	Postal	Service	workers.

•	 Public	transit	workers.
•	 Grocery	store	workers.
•	 Food	service	workers.	
Those who live or work in 

congregate settings will also be 
eligible. This includes long-term 
care facilities, homeless shelters, 
and correctional facilities.

on Sept. 27, down seven cases 
from the previous Friday, when 
Vermont saw the highest number 
of hospitalizations during the 

Delta	surge.	The	Sept.	27		number	
included 14 people in intensive 
care units because of the disease. 

VERMONT	—	Gov.	Phil	Scott	
last week announced funding 
to support 28 rehabilitation 
and revitalization projects in 
22 of Vermont’s designated 
downtown and village centers, 
including projects in Vergennes 
and Brandon. These awards will 
help generate over $83 million in 
building improvements and public 
infrastructure to support local 
businesses, create new housing 
opportunities and incentivize 
investments that will improve the 
resiliency and vitality of Vermont’s 
community centers.

“Like so many aspects of our 
lives, neighborhoods and economy, 
Vermont’s downtowns and 
villages	 have	 been	 significantly	
impacted by the pandemic. That is 
why it is inspiring to see so many 
Vermont	 companies,	 nonprofits	

Vergennes, Brandon land grants
Funds to support 
housing projects

and individuals committed to 
making	significant	investments	for	
the future of their communities,” 
Scott said in a press release. “This 
collaborative approach is part of the 
reason	our	Downtown	Program	 is	
so successful. The kind of projects 
we’re funding today, along with 
the strategic use of federal relief 
dollars, gives us the opportunity 
to make transformative change 
that will have long-lasting impacts 
around the state.”

In 2021, $3.6 million in tax 
credits will offset the costs of 
major investments to projects.

For a complete list of projects visit 
tinyurl.com/VtDowntowns2022.

As previously reported in the 
Independent, the Vergennes project 
winning funding is a project at 
34 Green St. A sensitive historic 
rehabilitation of this 200-year-old 
residence will provide 22 units 
of senior housing as part of a 
larger redevelopment/construction 
project to provide 82 total housing 

units in the heart of downtown 
Vergennes. 

Tax credits will support a new 
elevator,	 fire	 safety	 and	 sprinkler	
upgrades, and façade repairs to 
restore many of the obscured 
historic elements of the building. 
Total Project Cost: $20,077,279; 
Tax Credits Awarded: $121,377.

In Brandon, a project at 9 West 
Seminary St. was funded. 

The former Brandon High 
School, vacant for over 35 years, 
will be converted into 12-14 
residential loft apartments, based 
on a co-housing model. State tax 
credits will support a historically 
sensitive rehabilitation of the 1916 
building, including installation of a 
new elevator and exterior masonry 
repairs and window restoration.

A former basement gymnasium 
will be converted into performance/
community space and winter 
parking.
Total Project Cost: $2,165,000; 
Tax Credits Awarded: $188,750.

VERGENNES	 —	 Vergennes	
police had to deal with reports of 
two sensitive cases at Vergennes 
Union High School between Sept. 
27 and Oct. 3, both of which they 
referred to other agencies that 
specialize in such investigations.

On Sept. 28, city police took a 
report of an alleged sexual assault at 
VUHS and forwarded the complaint 
to the Addison County Unit for 
Special Investigations, which 
handles such juvenile cases. 

On Oct. 1, Vergennes police were 
told of a social media complaint 

involving a dispute between a 
VUHS student and an out-of-the-
area teen about an inappropriate 
photo sent to the local student. 
City police forwarded the case to 
the Vermont State Police’s Internet 
Crimes Against Children division.

Police during that week also 
conducted three patrols by cruiser 
and	one	VIN	inspection,	responded	
to one false alarm, helped two 
motorists get into their locked 
vehicles,	 and	 also	 (some	 incidents	
might not be reported due to a 
transition	to	a	new	software	system):	

On Sept. 28, heard from Collins 
Aerospace that a former employee 
had allegedly stolen computer 
hardware. The employee told police 
he was waiting for a mailing box to 
return the equipment and pledged to 
do so once the box arrived. 

On Sept. 29: 
•	 Responded	 to	 a	 reported	 drug	

overdose along with the Vergennes 
Area Rescue Squad at a First Street 
residence. Police also met with 
Probation and Parole personnel in 
Middlebury the next day about the 
incident. 
•	 On	behalf	of	state	police,	pulled	

over a car on Old Hollow Road in 
Ferrisburgh after receive an erratic 
driving alert, and then helped VSP 
process the driver for driving under 
the	 influence	 of	 alcohol	 at	 the	 city	
police station.

On Sept. 30:
•	 Helped	persuade	a	Main	Street	

student to attend elementary school.
•	 Dealt	 with	 an	 abandoned	

vehicle	on	East	Street.
•	 Calmed	an	argument	between	a	

mother and daughter at a West Main 
Street residence and helped them 
sort out a dispute over ownership of 
belongings.
•	 Worked	 with	 a	 Tri-Valley	

Transit driver and John Graham 
Shelter	officials	 to	help	a	homeless	
bus passenger dealing with an 
emotional issue after she had locked 
herself in a city hall bathroom. 
Shelter	officials	found	her	a	bed	for	
the night.
•	 Met	 with	 a	 West	 Main	

Street juvenile and parents and a 
Counseling Service of Addison 
County representative at the city 
station to calm them and work 
to resolve a family dispute about 
household issues.
•	 Responded	 to	 a	 reported	

parking	problem	on	East	Street	that	
was resolved before they arrived.

On Oct. 3, heard an allegation 
that a family member was taking 
financial	 advantage	 of	 an	 elderly	
city resident. Police asked the third 
party making that claim for more 
evidence. 

Vergennes Police Log
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10TH    3:00 - 6:00PM
WILSON ROAD, MIDDLEBURY
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the full principalship.
Soule praised Taylor’s 

leadership and dedication in an 
email to the Independent. 

“Stephanie has demonstrated a 
strong commitment to the district 
and its students during her tenure,” 
Soule wrote. 

Soule also told the Independent 
the ANWSD is still working on 
long- and short-term plans to fill 

the leadership void, with Assistant 
Principal Ed Cook certain to figure 
prominently in the latter.

“We are working together to 
develop a plan for leadership 
by delegating roles and 
responsibilities among members 
of the central office administration 
and school-based leadership teams. 
It will be a week or two before we 
have this plan fully fleshed out,” 
she wrote on Monday. 

Taylor 
(Continued from Page 1A)

VUHS PRINCIPAL 
STEPHANIE TAYLOR

it didn’t come easy, but he simply 
told RNESU Superintendent 
Jeanne Collins that “the time had 
come” to let someone else take 
charge as principal and take the 
school forward.

“I’ve always wanted the best 
for this place — this school, 
this community, these students,” 
Avery said in a brief interview 
Tuesday morning. “You always 
want to leave a place better than 
you found it… I hope I’ve done 
that. Now it’s time to give it to 
someone new and let them make 
it better.”

Avery first came to the school 
in 1991 as a special educator 
hired by Supt. Bill Mathis during 
the first inklings of the “school-
to-work” movement that later 
morphed into the school’s Career 
Center. “I was able to design, 
create and implement my own 
work programs here for those 
students under Dr. Mathis and it 
was a very exciting program and 
opportunity.” Three years later, in 
October 1994, he agreed to a one-
year stint as an associate principal.

He stayed as associate principal 
until 2010, when he became co-
principal with Nancy 
Robinson until she 
retired in 2014 and 
Avery was hired as 
OV’s principal. He was 
honored as the state’s 
Assistant Principal of 
the Year in 2005.

DECADES OF 
CHANGE

During his years 
at the school much 
has changed, Avery 
said. “When I came, 
we didn’t have a 
football program, 
or a girls’ soccer 
team, or a climbing 
team,” and Avery was 
a big supporter of 
the school’s theater 
program.

The public can see the yearly 
records of the school’s athletic 
programs, though not as noticed 
are the school’s climbing 
program, which is one of the very 
few in the state, and its theater 
program, which, Avery said, is 
“one of the best in the state,” and 
it has been for many years. It’s 
directed by Jeff Hull, who was 
hired in 1999, and for the second 
time has been invited this year 
to attend the Fringe Festival in 

Avery
(Continued from Page 1A)

Edinburgh, Scotland.
“If OV’s theater program was in 

athletics, it would be considered 
a dynasty,” Avery said. “It’s that 
good.”

Avery also launched the school 
into an innovative exchange 
program with China from 2004-
2016. He started as part of the Sino-
American Seminar on Educational 

Leadership, and then 
became Program 
Director for the 
Advanced Asian 
Studies Program, 
which lasted for 12 
years between 2004-
2016. During that 
time he spent three 
weeks each summer 
for 10 years in various 
parts of China through 
UVM’s Asian Studies 
Outreach Program, 
introducing teachers 
to the China language 
and culture. 

“During those 
years we also hosted 
an exchange for 
three years of up to 
30 Chinese students 

coming to OV and living in the 
district communities for two 
weeks,” Avery recalled, adding 
that he also worked with the 
Confucius Institute/Hanban 
organization to host two teachers 
over five years. 

“We also have a 
partnership with the Vermont 
International Academy in 
Shanghai and prior to COVID we 
hosted two tuition paying students 
that attended OV in their senior 

year. We began this relationship in 
2016 with the plan that interested 
students from OV would be able 
to spend time in China at one of 
the Academy sites. COVID put 
these plans on hold.

“None of this could have been 
done,” Avery said, “without the 
district’s towns embracing these 
individuals and making them 
welcome in our community.”

EARLY NOTICE
Avery said he gave notice of his 

impending resignation, still eight 
months away, early to allow the 
school board and Supt. Jeanné 
Collins ample time to fill the 
position, to, in his words, “get out 
in front of this.”

Supt. Collins said Avery’s 
departure would certainly be 
felt, noting a few of his many 
accomplishments. 

“Losing Jim means the end 
of an era and we are all sad to 
see him go,” Collins said. “Jim 
brought in the Chinese language 
program, supported student voice 
through building relationships 
with each student class as they 
moved through, supported extra-
curricular activities through the 
building of sports teams and the 
support of the Walking Stick 
Theater program. Jim also has led 
through some challenging times, 
including school safety issues 
that touched too close to home 
and COVID. He has been a steady 
figure at events and in the school 
daily.” 

Collins also said she greatly 
appreciated Avery’s advance 
notice and that she would be 
sending information to the 
community soon about a fall 
search process. 

Of that search, Avery reflected 
on the job of principal and what 
it takes. 

“Whomever they get, you have 
to be all in,” he said. “A principal 
has to be all in, every day. And 
the community knows it,” he said, 
“and they give back when you 
are.”

“For me, it’s been an incredible 
journey,” Avery added, with a 
reference to his late wife Mickey 
who died in October 2019 and 
who had been at his side at many 
school events for years. “It is an 
amazing community to be a part 
of. I have loved the students, 
school and community and they 
love you back. I think that is what 
makes this community amazing 
… it’s that they love you back.”

JIM  AVERY

“Whomever 
they get, 
you have 
to be all in. 
A principal 
has to be 
all in, every 
day. And the 
community 
knows it, 
and they 
give back 
when you 
are.”

Jim Avery

are encouraged to get fully 
vaccinated against COVID-19. 
Vaccination clinics will be 
available on Thursday, Oct. 7, at 
Porter Medical Center, 55 Collins 
Drive in Middlebury; Addison 
County Home Health & Hospice, 
254 Route 7 in New Haven; and 
Middlebury Union High School at 
73 Charles Ave. Local clinics will 
also be held at Porter and MUHS 
on Friday, Oct. 8. Check your local 
pharmacies for COVID booster 
availability, as well. More details 
can be found at healthvermont.
gov/covid-19/vaccine.

Addison County Farm Bureau 
will host its annual meeting Monday, 
Oct. 11, at St. Peter’s Parish Hall 
in Vergennes at 7 p.m. This is an 
excellent opportunity for members 
to meet and elect new board 
members and adopt resolutions that 
will be voted on by Vermont Farm 
Bureau delegates in November to 
shape legislation to help Vermont 
farms and forests. Resolutions will 
be adopted from the county and sent 
on to the Vermont Farm Bureau, 
providing grassroots input into 
policy and law that will benefit the 
state’s agriculture industry. 

The upper portion of Lincoln 
Gap Road will be officially closed 
for the winter on the morning of 
Friday, Oct. 15. Hikers are warned 
not to leave cars parked at the 
top of the gap beyond midnight 
on Oct. 14. Both Lincoln and 
Warren will be installing barriers 
that will block the road, so don’t 
get trapped in. This road closure 
section is just above the last houses 
on both sides of the gap road.

The 5-Town Partnership will once 
again sponsor “Share the Warmth: 
A Winter Outerwear Giveaway” 
on Saturday, Oct. 23, from 10 a.m. 
to noon on the Bristol Town Green. 
Everyone is invited to come take 
whatever they need for the upcoming 
winter season. There will be winter 
coats, snow pants, winter boots, hats, 
mittens, gloves, scarves, and socks. 

And it’s all free, based on a collection 
of donated items that will span from 
Monday, Oct. 11, to Wednesday, 
Oct. 20. The partnership will 
gratefully receive any size of winter 
items, such as coats, snow pants, 
winter boots, hats, mittens, gloves 
and scarves. Also in demand are new 
socks. Please only donate items that 
are in good, clean condition. To learn 
more about the partnership’s mission 
and how to donate, check out 
5townpartnership.org. You can email 
familylife@bristolfederated.com, 
or call 453-2321. All in attendance 
will be expected to follow the latest 
COVID guidelines.

The Vermont League of Cities 
and Towns recognized four 
champions of local government 
— including Rep. Diane Lanpher, 
D-Vergennes — at its annual 
meeting on Wednesday, Sept. 29, 
kicking off a six-day, in-person and 
virtual convening of more than 
250 municipal officials from across 
the state. Lanpher received the 
VLCT’s 2021 Legislative Service 
Award, as did state Sen. Jeanette 
White, D-Putney. Lanpher, chair 
of the House Transportation 
Committee, was recognized for 
her local government experience 
and continued attention to local 
issues in the Legislature. Lanpher 
served on the Vergennes City 
Council before being elected to 
the Legislature. Lanpher and her 
committee delivered increased 
funds for local transportation 
projects during the last session. 
Retiring Brattleboro Town 
Manager Peter Elwell earned 
the VLCT Lifetime Achievement 
Award, while long-time Vermont 
Council on Rural Development 
Executive Director Paul Costello 
was awarded the VLCT Municipal 
Service Award. The League 
also recognized Gov. Phil Scott, 
the Vermont Legislature, and 
Secretary of State Jim Condos for 
their pandemic response efforts.

This year’s Tour de Farms was a 
big success, according to organizers. 
After taking a year off due to the 

pandemic, the 13th Tour de Farms 
— held Sept. 18 — attracted more 
than 400 bike riders who each 
pedaled 30 miles to eight stops 
around Vergennes, Ferrisburgh and 
Charlotte to taste food from over 20 
producers, including Boundbrook 
Farm and Good Companion Bakery, 
Fuller Mountain Farm, V Smiley 
Preserves, Valley Clayplain Forest 
Farm, Blue Ledge Farm, Vermont 
Vinegars, El Sabor Viva and Agricola 
Farm. Riders sampled locally made 
cinnamon rolls, iced maple coffee, 
Italian-style cured salami, vinegars, 
cheeses, preserves, empanadas, 
wine, honey, chocolate and more. 
The Addison County Relocalization 
Network (ACORN), which sponsors 
the annual Tour, thanks all the 
farmers, food producers, volunteers, 
sponsors and riders for making it 
such a success. ACORN officials are 
already planning next year’s tour, 
to be held in a different town with a 
new route. Stay tuned.

Children from Vermont are 
invited to join the Miss Vermont 
Scholarship Organization’s youth 
mentoring program known as 
the “Red Clover Kids,” which 
is named for Vermont’s state 
flower. Boys and girls ages 5 to 
12 are eligible to participate. 
Mentorship as a Red Clover 
Kid involves multiple mentoring 
sessions scheduled on weekends 
throughout the fall and spring. 
Sessions will include hands-on 
field trips at various locations in 
Vermont — Red Clover Kids will 
visit places like dairy and maple 
sugar farms and tour a fire station 
with Miss Vermont 2021 Danielle 
Morse of Panton. There may also 
be virtual sessions offered. Red 
Clover Kids are also invited to 
attend the 2022 Miss Vermont 
Scholarship Competition in April 
where they will be featured on 
stage.  To learn more about 
how to sign your child up, email 
Red Clover Kids coordinator 
Ericka Salter at redcloverkids@
missvermont.org. Sibling 
discounts and scholarships are 
offered on a case-by-case basis.

By the way
(Continued from Page 1A)

OPINION? Email it to:
news@addisonindependent.com
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communities and developers that 
commit to building mixed-income 
housing within — and adjacent 
to — designated downtowns, village 
centers, new town centers, and 
growth centers.

Among the benefits: qualifying 
mixed-income projects are exempt 
from Act 250 regulations, thereby 
saving the developer 
thousands of dollars 
and months of time in 
getting a project built.

Also, the 
Middlebury Planning 
Commission will 
spend the coming 
months revising the 
community’s zoning 
rules and maps. Some 
of those changes 
could pave the way 
for affordable housing 
projects, Murray 
noted.

“There are some 
very basic things a 
town can do to promote affordable 
housing,” she said.

Murray worked this summer 
with a Middlebury College intern to 
take a look at properties in or near 
downtown that could accommodate 
housing. Among the targeted 
properties: A portion of the former 
municipal wastewater treatment 
plant property off Lucius Shaw 
Lane, opposite the Middlebury 
police headquarters.

The land surfaced as a candidate 
because of its close proximity to 

downtown services — including 
a new passenger rail platform off 
Seymour Street. Murray said the 
town could consider an overflow 
parking area on the same Lucius 
Shaw Lane property.

“It’s really early conceptual 
thinking, because there’s still a 
digester tank in the ground that’s full 
of rebar,” she said of the site. “So 

there would be some 
site development 
costs with getting that 
removed or somehow 
filling it in to build on 
top of it.”

The Independent 
reached out to 
Middlebury Police 
Chief Tom Hanley 
about the prospect 
of having new 
neighbors.

“I’m not opposed 
to the concept, though 
I do have a concern 
on an access road 
through the police 

department lot,” he said. “The current 
path is narrow, borders on a wetland 
and the turning radius onto Lucius 
Shaw Lane from the current path is 
very tight. Some serious engineering 
will have to be undertaken to meet 
current highway standards.”
HOUSING OUTSIDE TOWN

Murray has also been speaking 
with Middlebury College officials 
about whether the institution 
might be interested in developing 
workforce housing on some of its 
vast land holdings. She reported 

college officials are exploring 
housing potential on the former 
Sabourin property off Route 7 South 
(opposite Middlebury Chevrolet), 
and on land off Happy Valley Road 
— but that site would need to have 
water and sewer extended to it in 
order for any kind of development to 
take place, Murray noted.

Local planning officials have also 
examined some privately owned 
parcels that could host affordable/
workforce housing, including 
property behind the Stonegate 
subdivision that could be accessed 
via Boardman Street. The planning 
office has authored conceptual 
drawings that will be shopped to the 
pertinent property owners in the near 
future.

Murray has inquired with St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church officials 
about the former St. Mary’s School 
property at 86 Shannon St. The 
church is currently working with 
the Turning Point Center of Addison 
County to potentially use the 
former school site for housing and 
programming for those in addiction 
recovery.

More details about the town’s 
affordable housing siting strategy 
will be known as the community’s 
zoning revisions take shape. 

“It depends how quickly things go 
at the planning commission level, but 
we could potentially be into public 
hearings (on zooming changes) by 
the first of the year,” Murray said. 
“The first round of edits should be 
enough to get (a Neighborhood 
Development Area) designation.”

Middlebury
(Continued from Page 1A)

Two winners from each age group 
will win gift certifi cates from local 
businesses. All contestants will receive 
a prize which will be given when and 
if entries are picked up. Winners will 
be announced in the November 4TH 
edition of the Addison Independent. 

Coloring & Decorating Contest
1. Color and decorate this 

picture any way you choose 
(you can use this one or 
photocopy it or go online 
for a printable version at: 
addisonindependent.com).

2. Have fun! Be Creative! 

3. Send your entry to:
Addison Independent
58 Maple Street
Middlebury, VT 05753

Or email them to contests@
addisonindependent.com

4. Entries must be in by: 

Sunday,
Oct. 31st at 5 p.m.

Name:                                                                                                        Age:

Parent/Guardian’s name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

Age Group:  under 5 5-6 7-8 9-11  12-15 16-Adult

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

By LAURIE D. MORRISSEY
I have often been stopped in my 

tracks by the sight of a white-tailed 
doe standing in the lush summer 
grass. Depending on the sun’s 
slant, the animal’s coat is a rich 
shade of rusty brown 
or burnt orange. More 
delightful still is the 
sight of a fawn, reddish 
brown with scattered 
white dots. Deer are 
not the only creatures 
that start out spotted, 
but their speckled young may be 
among the prettiest that do. 

Born between late April and 
early June, each fawn bears 
approximately 300 spots on its 
back and flanks. The spots are 

arranged in two lateral lines along 
the spine, from ears to tail, and 
randomly distributed individually 
or in clusters on its flanks and body. 
Not just decorative, these markings 
have a critical survival function as 

camouflage. 
Most mammals do 

not perceive color, 
instead relying on 
shape to identify 
potential prey by 
sight. A fawn’s spots, 
measuring a quarter 

to a half-inch in diameter, help 
defenseless fawns blend in with the 
sun-dappled forest floor beneath 
moving stems and branches. The 
fawn’s spots break up its outline, 
helping it remain hidden. (Fawns 

As summer wanes, fawns lose spots

Outside
Story

The

also have the advantage of being 
nearly scentless.) 

Fawn spots have long fascinated 
humans. One adage suggests a 
fawn’s sex may be determined 
by the arrangement of the spots 
it sports: “Spots in a row, it may 
be a doe. Spots all amuck, it may 
be a buck.” Some people believe, 
conversely, that males have orderly 
spots, while females have scattered 
or zigzag spots. Another myth 
claims you can determine a fawn’s 
age by the number of spots in its 
coat. 

The number of spots a fawn has at 
birth doesn’t change as it gets older, 
according to Jeannine Fleegle, a 
white-tailed deer biologist with the 
Pennsylvania Game Commission. 
Nor does the spot pattern of a 
particular fawn indicate whether it 
is male or female; both have lateral 
rows on their backs and random 
spots elsewhere. 

While spot patterns don’t 
indicate gender or age, however, 
they are unique — like a person’s 
fingerprints — and there is 
evidence that the patterns are 
somewhat genetic. One study in 
Florida indicated that changing 
land use patterns affect the spot 
patterns of Key deer, a subspecies 
of white-tailed deer native to the 
Florida Keys. 

“Certain spot patterns may be 
advantageous in certain habitats, 
so they would be selected for that 
pattern over time,” said Fleegle. 
“If a spot pattern is an inherited 
trait and that pattern helps increase 
survival, then a population should 
respond to selective pressures in the 
environment, creating different spot 
patterns. These types of changes 
occur slowly, over generations.”

No matter what the pattern, 
fawns lose their spots in their first 
molt, when they are around three or 
four months old. In the Northeast, 
fawns are generally spotless by 
October. White-tailed deer of all 
ages complete two molts each 
year: once in spring and again 
in late summer or early fall. A 
deer’s coat is beneficial beyond its 
camouflaging effects. 

“It helps to keep them 
hidden as fawns and provides 
thermoregulation to help them make 
it through the year,” Fleegle said. 
A deer’s summer coat comprises 
short, thin hairs that allow excess 
body heat to escape. The lighter 
color also reflects sunlight to help 
the animal stay relatively cool in 
the heat of summer. By late fall, this 
is replaced with a highly insulative 
coat consisting of a dense layer of 
fine hair beneath a layer of long, 
hollow guard hairs. The darker, 
gray-brown color of a deer’s winter 
coat absorbs heat from the sun and 
allows the animal to blend in better 
with the winter woods. 

Molting starts at the head and 
neck, then continues down the 
chest, sides, and legs. The process 
lasts a few weeks and can make 
for a rather unkempt appearance. 
A healthy deer usually begins 
molting earlier than one in poor 
condition, and does molt later than 
bucks. “They’re the last ones to 
change clothes, because molting 
takes a lot of energy,” Fleegle said 
of does. “They’ve already carried a 
fetus during the worst time of year, 
given birth, and produced milk, 
which is the most energetically 
expensive thing a mammal does.”

Spots make only a brief 
appearance in the life of a deer. 
Fortunately, however, there is a 
new crop of speckled fawns every 
spring.

Laurie D. Morrissey is a writer 
who lives in Hopkinton, New 
Hampshire. Illustration by Adelaide 
Murphy Tyrol. The Outside Story 
is assigned and edited by Northern 
Woodlands magazine and sponsored 
by the Wellborn Ecology Fund of 
the New Hampshire Charitable 
Foundation: nhcf.org.

JENNIFER MURRAY
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MIDDLEBURY — Middlebury 
police cited Alberto Soto, 32, of 
Providence, R.I., for driving under 
the influence, following a single-
car crash on Quarry Road on Sept. 
28. Police said his evidentiary test 
revealed a blood alcohol content of 
0.211%, more than twice the legal 
limit of 0.08%.

In other action last week, 
Middlebury police:

• Helped the driver of a tractor-
trailer truck that had broken down 
on North Pleasant Street on Sept. 
27.

• Helped a man who had slipped 
and fallen at the Marble Works 
shopping complex on Sept. 27. 
Police said the man was initially 
reported to be unresponsive, but 
soon regained consciousness and 
said he was uninjured.

• Reported Middlebury 
Regional EMS used Narcan to 
revive a man who had overdosed 
in the park between Mary Hogan 
Elementary and the county 
courthouse on Sept. 27. Police said 
MREMS took the man to Porter 
Hospital for treatment.

• Served a no-trespass order 
on Sept. 27 on a person suspected 
to have stolen something from 
Kinney Drugs on Court Street.

• Responded to reports of a 
possible prowler outside of a Case 
Street residence during the early 
morning of Sept. 27. Police said 
they found no one.

• Investigated allegations 
on Sept. 27 of people sleeping 
at, and consuming alcohol on, 
Mary Hogan Elementary School 
property.

• Conducted a welfare check 
at a Twin Circles residence on 
Sept. 28, and discovered the home 
occupant — Megan W. Battey, 64 
— was deceased. Police continue 
to investigate, but no foul play is 
suspected.

• Assisted MREMS with a 
patient at the Residence at Otter 
Creek retirement community on 
Sept. 28.

• Were informed someone 
had stolen a backpack that had 
been left at the Otter View Park 
trailhead off Weybridge Street on 
Sept. 29.

• Interviewed personnel at an 
attorneys’ office about alleged 
threats left by a Starksboro 
resident on Sept. 29.

• Launched an investigation in 
a car fire that occurred on Airport 
Road on Sept. 29. Police said 
Middlebury firefighters put out the 
fire, which was reported at about 
3 a.m. The fire is being described 
as suspicious and remains under 
investigation, according to police.

• Observed a motorcycle 
traveling at what police said was 
“excessive speed” on Route 7 
South at 12:25 a.m. on Sept. 29 
Police said they tried to stop the 
motorcyclist, who fled, whereupon 
police stopped their pursuit.

• Received a report about loud 
music coming from Middlebury 
College campus at around 10:30 
p.m. on Oct. 1.

• Gave a ride home to a woman 
who had been walking in traffic on 
Quarry Road during the evening 
of Oct. 1.

• Warned members of the local 
homeless population on Oct. 1 that 
drinking in public is not permitted.

• Notified the local dog warden 
about a dog that had allegedly 
attacked a cat in the Jackson Lane 
neighborhood on Oct. 1.

• Served a no-trespass notice 

on Oct. 1 on a person barred from 
being on Middlebury Union High 
School campus.

• Assisted Counseling Service 
of Addison County with a mental 
health patient who was showing 
aggressive behavior in the North 
Pleasant Street area on Oct. 1.

• Received a report about 
a verbal dispute between two 
customers at an Exchange Street 
gas station on Oct. 1.

• Served a no-trespass order on 
Sept. 30 on a person who was not 
wanted at a downtown business.

• Assisted a woman who on 
Oct. 2 alleged a man was outside 
of her Court Street apartment, 
yelling at her.

• Received a report on Oct. 2 
about children allegedly playing 
with trash in the parking lot of the 
Church of Latter Day Saints off 
Valley View Drive.

• Investigating a report of a 
barking dog in the High Street area 
on Oct. 3.

• Responded to a complaint 
about a person allegedly changing 
their clothing behind a Cross Street 
residence during the daytime on 
Oct. 3.

• Received a complaint about 
an alleged theft in the Court Street 
area on Oct. 3. Police said the case 
remains under investigation.

• Responded to a report on 
Oct. 3 about juveniles allegedly 
drinking alcohol on Mary Hogan 
School grounds.

• Served a no-trespass order 
on Oct. 4 on a person who wasn’t 
wanted at a business near the 
intersection of Academy and 
Franklin streets.

• Responded to a reported 
argument between two people at 
the Jolley convenience store off 
Court Street Extension on Oct. 4.

Man cited for DUI after crash

Police Log
Middlebury

WINOOSKI — The annual 
Button Up Vermont campaign, 
supported by a partnership of 
energy services providers and 
clean energy champions, works 
each fall to raise awareness of 
the need to weatherize and helps 
connect Vermonters with tools 
and resources to save.

There are several offers 
available to customers to help 
them outsmart winter and reduce 
their carbon footprint:

•  Get $100 back for 
completing three qualifying DIY 
weatherization projects

• Up to $3,000 off 
comprehensive weatherization 
projects from Efficiency Vermont, 
and up to $3,500 from Vermont 
Gas Systems

• Up to $650 off ductless heat 
pumps

• Financing options starting at 
0% interest

Local utilities also offer 
incentives that can help customers 
reduce the amount of fossil fuel 
they need to keep their homes 
warm. Contact your local utility 

to find out how they can help you 
save.

Income-eligible families may 
also qualify for free whole-
home weatherization service, 
through the state’s Weatherization 
Assistance Program. 

In addition to tips and tools 
available at buttonupvermont.org, 
Vermonters can also participate in 
educational weatherization events 
online and in person: 

•  Weatherization Wednesday 
is where you can get all the tips 
and energy expertise you need 
to weatherize your home. Each 
Wednesday in October, Button 
Up Vermont will host a live Q&A 
session on Facebook and Zoom.

• Local in-person events in 
participating Button Up partner 
communities cover a range of 
topics, from heat pumps to whole 
home insulation. A full schedule of 
events is available online.

According to a report by Energy 
Action Network, thermal energy 
— energy used to heat buildings 
— accounts for more than one-
third of Vermont’s greenhouse gas 

emissions. Weatherization will 
play a key role in reducing overall 
greenhouse gas emissions from 
the thermal sector, combined with 
switching heating sources from 
fossil fuels to cleaner technologies 
like advanced wood heat and 
high efficiency cold climate heat 
pumps.

“We’re excited to spread the 
word about weatherization, and 
work with local communities to 
help people take steps toward 
making their homes more 
affordable and comfortable, 
while helping reduce Vermont’s 
greenhouse gas emissions,” said 
Becca White, Button Up Vermont 
coordinator for Efficiency 
Vermont. “Whether it’s making 
DIY improvements, signing up for 
a free energy savings kit, taking 
advantage of the many incentives 
offered for cold climate heat 
pumps, or participating in an event 
to learn more about weatherization, 
we urge Vermonters to take at least 
one step to save heat, save money, 
and reduce carbon emissions this 
fall.”

Weatherization incentives offered

MONTPELIER — Hunters 
embarking on their first deer season 
are encouraged to take advantage 
of Vermont’s second annual novice 
weekend on the  Oct. 23 and 24. To 
be eligible for this opportunity, 
new hunters must:

• Be 16 years of age or 
older.

• Have successfully 
completed a hunter education 
course.

• Have purchased their first 
hunting license or hunting and 
fishing combination license within 
one year of the first day of novice 
weekend.

• Possess a free novice weekend 
tag in addition to their hunting 
license.

• Be accompanied by an unarmed 

adult, 18 years or older, who holds 
a Vermont resident hunting license 
or hunting and fishing combination 
license.

Details on each of these 
requirements, and additional 
guidance, can be found 
on the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Department’s novice 
weekend web page, tinyurl.
com/vtfw-novice.
Novice weekend is designed 

to give teenagers and adults who 
are new to hunting a chance at the 
same mentored experience that 
many younger hunters receive 
during Vermont’s concurrent youth 
deer hunting weekend. It is also 
a chance for seasoned hunters 
to share their knowledge of deer 
behavior and hunting, woodscraft 

and pass on safe hunting practices 
and responsible behavior. During 
the 2020 novice weekend, 1,062 
new hunters harvested 126 deer 
with support from their experienced 
hunter mentors.

“We know that new hunters, 
especially new adult hunters, are 
more successful when they have 
strong social support like a reliable 
hunting mentor,” says Hunter 
Education Program Coordinator 
Nicole Meier.  “The importance of 
mentorship to the future of hunting 
cannot be overstated.”

“We invite new hunters who 
are interested in novice weekend 
to contact our Hunter Education 
Program staff with questions by 
phone at (802) 828-1193 or by email 
at HunterEducation@vermont.gov.”

MONTPELIER — Vermont’s 
archery deer hunting season runs 
at two different times this year: 
Oct. 1 to Nov. 12 and Nov. 29 to 
Dec. 15.

A hunter may take up to four 
deer in Vermont’s two-part archery 
season if they do not shoot any 
deer in the other deer seasons. The 
purchase of an archery deer license 
and tag is required for each deer. 
No more than one of the deer taken 
during archery season may be a 
legal buck if no buck is taken in the 
other deer seasons. Antlerless deer 
hunting is allowed during archery 
season statewide this year. 

In WMUs C, D1, D2, E1, E2, 
G, I, L, M, P, and Q a legal buck 
is any deer with at least one antler 
three inches or more in length.  In 
WMUs A, B, F1, F2, H, J1, J2, K, 
N, and O a legal buck is any deer 
with at least one antler with two 
or more antler points one inch in 
length or longer.

Hunters must have a standard 
hunting license in order to purchase 
an add-on archery deer hunting 
license, except that nonresidents 
may purchase an “archery only deer 
license” costing $75. Licenses may 
be quickly and easily purchased on 
Fish and Wildlife’s website (www.

vtfishandwildlife.com).
Hunters planning a Vermont 

archery deer hunting trip will find 
it helpful to download a copy of the 
2021 White-tailed Deer Harvest 
Report from Fish and Wildlife’s 
website with this link: tinyurl.
com/nz4ej23m. It has the number 
of deer taken in each town in last 
year’s deer hunting seasons. 

For more information and a 
summary of regulations, download 
the 2021 Deer Seasons Guide 
from Vermont Fish and Wildlife’s 
website, or pick up a free copy 
of the 2021 Hunting & Trapping 
Guide from any license agent.

State defines rules for annual archery season

‘Novice’ hunting weekend approaches

Color over white
A TREE SHOWS off its blazing new fall colors outside a house on Route 125 near Breadloaf 

Mountain in Ripton this week, a sure sign that winter can only be a few weeks away. 
Independent photo/Steve James



PAGE 14A — Addison Independent, Thursday, October 7, 2021

PYO APPLES & MOREPYO APPLES & MORE
FFARM MARKETARM MARKET

HARD & SWEET CIDERHARD & SWEET CIDER
DIRECT SHIPDIRECT SHIP

3597 VT-74 W. Shoreham, VT
(802)897-2777

ChamplainOrchards.com

PICK-YOUR-OWN PICK-YOUR-OWN FRUITFRUIT

Fall Family Fun!Fall Family Fun!  

Woodman Hill Orchard.com   |  (802) 877- 6686
175 Plank Rd  |   Vergennes, VT

Woodman Hill  
Orchard grows  
several popular  

varieties including  
Honeycrisp, 
McIntosh,   

Cortland, Macoun,  
Liberty, Empire,  

Red Rome & more! 
Come for the 

apples, stay for the 
homemade donuts

and fresh  
pressed cider!

Cobble Knoll Orchard

Open Saturdays and Sundays
from 9 AM -  5 PM

September 11 - October 17
1672 East Road, Benson, VT 05743

Pick-your-own and prepicked apples - Over 30 varieties

Fresh-pressed cider without preservatives - great for fresh 
drinking or home hard cidermakers

Updates on what is ripe/available on our Facebook page.

217 Quarry Road, Middlebury   •  HappyValleyOrchard.com   • 388-2411
Open Daily 9-5:30 until Sunday, Oct. 31th

Pick Your Own Apples
Cider, Jams, Jellies, Pies, Honey, Seasonal

Fruit & Veggies, Maple Syrup, Cider Donuts,
beautiful MUMS & PUMPKINS

Macs • Cortlands • Spies
 Honey Crisp & More

We accept cash, cards or checks!

Now offering curbside, 
please call 
ahead!

OPEN DAILY from 9 – 5 
through the end of October.

C
ID

ER
 • 

DONUTS • A
PPLE PIES • ECO-CERTIFIED APPLES

PICK-YOUR-OWN
& FARMSTAND

1307 North Bingham St., Cornwall, VT SUNRISEORCHARDS.COM

Addison flyer and pro-withdrawal 
speakers, including board member 
Peter Briggs, touted the choice 
residents would have to send their 
children to other school districts 
or state-approved independent 
schools.

Families could also continue 
to choose ANWSD schools, 
withdrawal backers said.

Tuition money from the Vermont 
Education Fund would support 
all those choices, backers noted, 
adding a school board chosen 
by town voters after successful 
withdrawal could determine 
whether choice would apply to 
younger pupils only, or to middle 
and high school students as well. 

Addison’s students now attend 
Vergennes Union elementary and 
high schools, both a little less than 
seven miles north from the former 
Addison Central School (ACS). 

The ANWSD transformed ACS 
into a special education hub that 
serves other county districts, a 
move that many in Addison believe 
is contrary to the ANWSD bylaws. 
The loss of ACS as a community 
hub remains a sticking point for 
many in Addison, especially after 
a November 2019 vote that went 
overwhelmingly against closing 
the school. 

Proponents also said a withdrawal 
vote could eventually lead to the 
creation of an independent public 
or private school in Addison, and 

that ANWSD’s ongoing merger 
talks with the Mount Abraham 
Unified School District posed 
future cost and transportation 
uncertainties.

Those who spoke against 
withdrawal noted Addison did not 
own a school, complicating any 
effort to found one in the future, 
and because the town would be 
responsible for its own special 
education, transportation and 
administrative costs withdrawal 
could create higher taxes for 
residents.

Addison’s tax rates have 
fluctuated under ANWSD, but 
the current rate is equal to that of 
the year the district was formed, 
2017. That year, the Department of 

Education set Addison’s homestead 
tax rate at $1.63. It dropped to 
$1.4975 in 2018 before rising to 
as high as $1.7158 in 2020, and 
the homestead rate set this year is 
$1.629.

Some also noted Ripton’s recent 
move to independence had been 
complicated by the unwillingness 
of surrounding larger school 
districts to take on the burden 
of helping that town with its 
administrative needs. 

The Vermont State Board of 
Education recently ordered Ripton 
to pause its efforts for a year and 
sit back down with the Addison 
Central School District board in an 
attempt to negotiate a solution.

Addison
(Continued from Page 1A)

LEICESTER — After 140 years, 
Saint Agnes Catholic Church, the 
small white place of worship in 
Leicester Junction, will soon be 
closing.

The community made up of 
parishioners from both Leicester 
and Whiting will gather for its final 
Mass on Saturday, Oct. 23, at 6 
p.m. Parishioners will gather for a 
potluck dinner afterwards.

The church, built in 1881, 
was erected to serve the farming 
communities of Leicester and 
Whiting. When it was first built, 
parishioners traveled by horse 
and buggy to the white clapboard 
church that sits at the edge of 
the Leicester-Whiting Road. 
Throughout its existence the priests 
who said Mass were supplied by 
the Catholic churches in Brandon 
or Orwell.  

In recent years, the church was 
shuttered for six months of the year 
and opened for Christmas Eve Mass 
and for services from May through 
October.  It was the consensus of 
those present in the church on Aug. 
29 this year that this should be the 
last season for Saint Agnes and that 
the closing Mass should coincide 
with the 140th Anniversary of the 
laying of the cornerstone that took 
place on Oct. 23, 1881. 

“For the parishioners of Saint 
Agnes this is difficult time,” said 
pastor Fr. Maurice Moreau, OFM 
Cap. “It is emotionally painful. 
In the church’s rich history of 
140 years, many happy events, 
baptisms, first communions and 

SAINT AGNES CATHOLIC Church in Leicester Junction will close 
after nearly a century and a half as a place of celebration, mourning, 
contemplation and prayer.

Independent photo/Angelo Lynn

weddings, were celebrated in 
this church. It has also been the 
place where parishioners mourned 
their beloved departed. For the 
Catholics of Leicester and Whiting 
many of their memories are rooted 
in the people and celebrations of 
this church. Their emotional pain 

gives evidence of the special place 
this structure and its people hold in 
their hearts.” 

“This church has been home 
for families for many years. We 
feel like a family, celebrating 
joyous as well as solemn events 
together,” said Diane Benware, 

Saint Agnes to close the hymnals for final time
who is the president of the Parish 
Council and the sacristan for Saint 
Agnes church. “We each have our 
‘special pew.’ It is hard to think 
of not being together, but we are 
grateful for the years and times 
together.”

Those who presently attend 
Saint Agnes will be welcome in 
the Catholic churches of Brandon, 
Orwell and Middlebury, said 
Bishop Christopher Coyne of the 
Catholic Diocese of Burlington in 
a letter addressed to Fr. Maurice. 
“We need to ensure that the 
pastoral needs of those who make 
up Saint Agnes community are 
met,” he said.

The contents of the structure — 
the religious articles, such as the 
altar of sacrifice, tabernacle, statues 
and stations-of-the-cross — will 
find new homes in neighboring 
churches or possibly the missions. 

After the structure has been 
decreed as usable for secular 
functions it will be sold, said 
Benware, who added that it could 
be a difficult sell as it has no 
running water and sits on a small 
parcel of land.  

Benware also issued a call for 
anyone who might have old photos 
of families celebrating events at the 
church to contact her so the church 
can put together an historical 
scrapbook. Copies of any personal 
photos and other historical 
references to the church will be 
made promptly with the originals 
returned, she said. Benware can be 
reached at 247-3786.

BRANDON — Partly because 
October is Clergy Appreciation 
Month and partly because The 
Rev. William L. Bartholomew 
officially steps down from his 
duties on Oct. 31, Brandon’s 
Congregational Church will host a 
thank-you and farewell gathering 
for Bartholomew this 
Sunday, Oct. 10, after 
the church service 
during coffee hour. 

This newspaper 
r e p o r t e d 
B a r t h o l o m e w ’ s 
impending retirement 
this past April. 

The Rev. 
Bartholomew arrived 
in Brandon seven 
years ago on Oct. 1, 
2014, to be an interim 
pastor. A strong bond 
between he and the 
congregation took 
hold, and he has been 
the settled pastor for the past 
several years. 

“Brandon is a wonderful town 
with very understanding, gentle, 
forgiving and caring people…. 
We’ve had a mutual love affair, 
this congregation and I. They 
loved me and I loved them, and 
they gave me that love without 
reservation.”

Before arriving in Brandon, he 
has spent his lifetime in churches 
from Iowa and Ohio, Florida, New 
York and other urban settings in 

larger cities like the outskirts of 
Toledo, Ohio. But his seven years 
in Brandon, Bartholomew said, 
have been among his favorites. 

“I’ve always told my 
congregation that if I had my 
life to live over again, I’d want 
to spend it here, pastoring at this 

church in Brandon,” 
Bartholomew said.

The church has 
about 100 members, 
with about 175 regular 
churchgoers who cycle 
in throughout the year. 
“It’s always been the 
town’s church,” he 
explained, recalling 
that historically the 
town’s taxpayers 
helped build the 
church in the late 
1780s, and the big 
clock and bell that 
chimes on the quarter-
hour in the church’s 

steeple still belongs to the town.
Congregant Vicki Disorda and 

other members of the church 
offered a special thanks with 
this note: “With humble and 
grateful hearts we honor and 
thank The Reverend William L. 
Bartholomew for his many years 
of service to God, our church 
and community in pastoral 
care, leadership in following 
the teachings of Jesus and for 
serving as a beacon of hope. 
May God bless him, his spouse 

THE REV. BILL Bartholomew came to the Brandon Congregational 
Church as an interim pastor seven years ago but the match worked 
so well that he became settled pastor. He will step down at the end 
of the month.

Independent photo/Angelo Lynn

Rev. Bill stepping down from Brandon church

Visit an
Orchard!

NEWS

Monkton Have a news tip?
Call Liz Pecor at 453-2180

MONKTON — The Willowell 
Foundation and the New 
Perenneials Project will host a 
harvest festival at Willowell’s 
campus, 36 Stoney Meadow Lane, 
Monkton, Sunday Oct. 17, from 
noon-5 p.m. as part of the New 
Perennial Project’s month-long 
“Perennial Harvest Days.”

As a celebration of local food 
systems, the festival will offer 

plenty of family-friendly activites. 
The Gordon Sculpture Park and 
Willowell’s outdoor campus will 
be open to the public for strolls 
and exploration. There will also be 
magic, music, readings, and food, 
including: 

• A Magic show with Tom 
Verner (Magicians Without 
Borders).

• Story telling.

• Readings by poets Angela 
Patten and Daniel Lusk.

• Face painting and other kids 
activities.

• Horse drawn wagon rides by 
Driven by Drafts.

• Live music by the Queen City 
Cut Ups and other great musicians.

• A presentation by Migrant 
Justice.

• Talks on regenerative 

agriculture.
• And seasonal refreshments.
The festival is free and open to 

all and will take place rain or shine. 
Visit the facebook event page for 
updates and full schedule coming 
soon.

For the full Perennial Harvest 
Days Schedule go to www.
newperennials.org. 

“I’ve always 
told my 
congregation 
that if I had 
my life to live 
over again, 
I’d want to 
spend it here, 
pastoring at 
this church in 
Brandon.” 
— Rev. William L. 

Bartholomew

and his upcoming retirement. 
Congratulations Reverend Bill, 
we shall miss you!”

The public is invited to attend 

this Sunday’s service, or stop 
by afterward to offer Rev. 
Bartholomew best wishes. 
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those with sump pumps. They will 
likely have to wean themselves 
from such pumps attached to the 
wastewater collection system, an 
engineer told the city council Sept. 
28.

John Jackman, an engineer with 
Hoyle, Tanner & Associates, said 
research had pinpointed the city’s 
sump pumps — one estimate 
floated was that 200 are technically 
illegally hooked up to system drains 
— as the greatest source of the 
storm surge that causes “combined 
sewer overflows” (CSOs) into Otter 
Creek.

They are “combined” because 
although the overflows are mostly 
stormwater, they also contain 
sewage. The worst CSOs over the 
past three decades have approached 
300,000 gallons. 

Vergennes has for more than a 
decade been under so-called 1272 
orders from the Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) to 
stop its CSOs into Otter Creek. 
According to treatment plant 
operator Rick Chaput, there have 
been as many as five Vergennes 
CSOs this year, some of which have 
topped 100,000 gallons.

Jackman recommended the 
council adopt new laws to control 
sump pump use, and also told 
the council that steps might be 
necessary to regulate 
the roughly 50% of 
city sewer lines that 
are privately owned 
because they run from 
private property to 
city mains.

Also speaking to 
the council on Sept. 
28 to outline sewer 
system issues were 
Chaput — who gave 
a dire overview of the 
condition of a plant 
built in 1962 — and 
city resident Neil 
Kamman. 

Kamman, the 
director of the DEQ’s 
Water Investment 
Division, offered a 
hopeful review of state 
and federal funding 
grant and low-cost loan funding 
possibilities.
COLLECTION SYSTEM

Last week’s presentation 
followed an August council meeting 
discussion on the sewer system that 
had left councilors concerned that 
the collection side of the equation 
was being neglected in planning by 
Hoyle Tanner, which is overseeing 
the project’s design and planning 
phase.

Part of the goal on Sept. 28 was 
to assure councilors a holistic 
approach was being taken, said City 
Manager Ron Redmond, and he 
asked experts on the 28th to take a 
“30,000-foot view” on the system 
issues.

Jackman focused on the collection 
system, specifically infiltration of 
groundwater into cracked sewer 
pipes and inflow of stormwater into 
the system after heavy rains and 
snowmelt from sump pumps, roof 
drains and overflowing catch basins.

He said Hoyle Tanner had 
reviewed data from previous 
engineering studies, including 
location, materials and age of pipes, 
and “where smoke had popped up” 
during testing for cracks in city 
lines. 

Hoyle Tanner concluded that 
groundwater infiltration was not the 
main cause of the CSOs.

“That doesn’t cause the 
overflows,” Jackman said. “That’s 
really inflow … When it rains, it 
instantly pops the flow up.”

It’s important to know that the 
Macdonough Drive pump station, 
across Otter Creek from the 
treatment plan, handles all the city’s 
wastewater from the east side of the 
river. City sewer CSOs happen when 
that pump station is overwhelmed 
after a heavy rainstorm or snowmelt; 
that overflow heads via a pipe into 
Potash Brook and then a few short 
yards into the river.

Jackman noted a September 
rainstorm that dropped 1.5 inches in 
an hour almost immediately created 
a flow rate of 3 million gallons per 
day for a short period, and broke 
that number down to 2,100 gallons 
per minute over the half-hour of 
peak rainfall

 “It didn’t stay up there that long,” 
he said. “But where is all this inflow 
coming from?” 

He said a review of smoke-testing 
data showed catch basins and roof 
drains were not major factors. 

But when they checked flow data 
after that rainfall from different 
parts of the city, they found every 

By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — Engineers 

from Hoyle, Tanner & Associates 
who are designing a comprehensive 
overhaul of the Vergennes 
wastewater collection and treatment 
system have said all along they 
expect the city to receive significant 
government and nonprofit funding 
support for what could be a $25 
million project. 

At the city council’s Sept. 28 
discussion of the system’s needs and 
how to pay for what the engineers 
and treatment plant 
operator Rick Chaput 
said is a badly needed 
upgrade, another voice 
sounded optimistic on 
finances.

Neil Kamman, a 
Vergennes resident 
who is the director of 
the Vermont Division 
of Environmental 
Quality’s Water 
Investment Division, 
offered a hopeful 
review of state and 
federal funding grant 
and low-cost loan possibilities.

Kamman told the council there 
are many possibilities for support, 
and plenty of funding available 
to help the city upgrade its almost 
60-year-old treatment plant and stop 
its collection system from dumping 
wastewater into Otter Creek after 
heavy rains and snow melt (see 
related story on Page 1A). 

Any financial support for the 
project will lower the face value 
of a bond that City Manager Ron 
Redmond said Vergennes sewer 
users will “very likely” be asked to 
support on Town Meeting Day.

Kamman outlined possible 
funding sources:

• The “Clean Water State 
Revolving Loan Fund,” 
administered by his division, which 
can offer below-market loans and 
direct subsidies, including for the 
type of long-term control plan being 
devised by Hoyle Tanner.

• The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Rural Development 
arm, which offers low-cost loans 
and grants. Vergennes and Hoyle 
Tanner have been working with the 
USDA and are optimistic.

• A Vermont Pollution Control 
Grant, for which Kamman said 
the city is on a “priority list for 
communities that need help.”

• Additional funding from the 
American Rescue Plan Act on top 
of what Vergennes can contribute 
from its direct ARPA funding. 

• The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, 
which offers funding 
that would require a 
35% city match. Hoyle 
Tanner and city officials 
have reached out to the 
Corps.

• An existing $3 
million Congressional 
earmark for the 
system’s Macdonough 
Drive pump station 
obtained by Sen. 
Patrick Leahy’s office, 
contingent on a funding 

bill passing. Officials were hopeful 
that funding could also be used to 
help pay for replacing the 60-year-
old pipe under Otter Creek between 
that major pump station and the 
treatment plant.

• Possible funding from 
the Congressional Jobs and 
Infrastructure Act now being 
debated in Congress.

Redmond wrote in an email 
that some of the funding remained 
uncertain due to the political 
climate in the nation’s capital: “A 
lot of our potential state and federal 
funding hinges on what happens 
in Washington, D.C., over the next 
weeks and months.” 

Nevertheless, Kamman told the 
council on Sept. 28 he’s optimistic 
several of the sources he listed 
would support the project and bring 
down the face value of a bond.

“I’ve never seen a landscape that 
is more favorable,” he said.

area’s flow meter had “jumped right 
up,” he said. 

“What we found was even in one 
small area the flow from even one 
small meter went from almost no 
flow to a million-gallon-a-day flow 

… When we started 
looking at that, the 
only thing left was 
sump pumps.” 

Math confirmed 
engineers’ suspicions: 
15 full sump pumps 
working in concert 
can produce a flow of 
700 gallons a minute, 
a third of a 1-million-
gallon daily rate.

“So for this (a 
flow rate of 1 million 
gallons per day hitting 
the Macdonough 
Drive station) to occur, 
you only need 50 sump 
pumps,” Jackman said.

Jackman said talks 
with city residents and 
employees showed 
sump pumps were 

common, and Councilor Mel 
Hawley mentioned a 1970s study 
that found more than pumps.

Jackman said a solution should 
focus on all the collection issues, 
including the condition of city and 
private sewer lines, but to solve the 
CSO problem the big question was, 
“How do we address sump pumps?”

He said although sump pumps 
are already illegal in Vergennes, it 
was time for an ordinance update, 
followed by an educational and 
gradual enforcement process. 

“It usually takes a community that 
is addressing sump pumps for the 
first time three years to really start a 
good program,” said Jackman.

For example, he said laws could 
fine sump pump users, but only after 
time spent educating the public and 
a grace period, for example.

Jackman added new ordinances 
could also require inspections of 
privately owned service lines before 
a property is sold, something that 
would also eliminate problematic 
foundation drains. 

Hawley added he hopes the city 
would be “really sensitive” when 
considering asking for potentially 
expensive foundation fixes from 
private property owners.

Jackman said ordinances should 
contain language that gives officials 
“the ability to recognize situations 
like that, because every single board 
that has done this has run into that.”
LIKE A 1962 CORVAIR

Chaput focused on the treatment 
plant he has operated since 2014, a 
tenure during which he has worked 
for five city managers and at least 
two engineering firms. 

He said that turnover and the 
COVID pandemic had delayed 
addressing the latest DEQ 1272 
order, and now the city had to act. 

Chaput used pictures of vintage 
cars to illustrate the age and 
quality of the Macdonough Drive 
pump station and the Canal Street 
treatment plant.

“That pump station is a mess,” 
Chaput said, pulling out a photo of 
a Chevrolet Corvair. “Macdonough 
Drive was built at the same time as 
this sweet ’62 Corvair. You know, 
it’s a cool car. I like it. But it’s had 
its time. 

“Macdonough Drive was built 
then, and so was the first wastewater 
plant … In 1978 we upgraded to a 
Pinto station wagon. We got lagoons 
at the time, and a few upgraded 
features. Not a whole lot, to be 
honest… 

“And the last iteration of our 

City likely to receive funds
to support sewer upgrade

Overflow
(Continued from Page 1A)

THE TWO BROWN cubes behind Vergennes sewer treatment plant operator Rick Chaput hold cloth 
filtering systems that he said have never worked properly since they were installed in 2000, 14 years 
before he took over. Many other pieces of equipment at the plant are either broken or dysfunctional, 
Chaput said.

Independent photo/Andy Kirkaldy

wastewater plant was in 2000, and 
that’s about where we’re at. Now, 
each one of these has been added 
onto and taken away from, so we 
really have that National Lampoon 
station wagon, a bunch of pieces and 
parts that really don’t go together. 
It’s at the end of its useful life.”

Chaput said the condition of 
the 60-year-old cast iron pipe 
running under Otter Creek from the 
Macdonough Drive pump station to 
the treatment plant makes him “lose 
sleep every night.” 

He added engineers can no longer 
wait for the collection system to be 
rebuilt to determine expected flow 
levels before designing a treatment 
plant fix. 

“We don’t really have the luxury 
of doing another study that goes on 
for another year or three years, then 
we go into design plans, then we go 
into build plans,” he said. 

Chaput said the plant’s two 
lagoons each hold 2 million gallons 

and run best when 10% full of 
sludge. But one is now roughly 
37% full of sludge even after 
recent sludge removal limited by 
a $200,000 budget, and the other 
is 80% full because the operating 
budget has not allowed for enough 
sludge removal. Full sludge 
removal, he said, would cost $2 
million.

That means the lagoons as 
well as the pump station are now 
challenged, he said, because 
during heavy rains or snow melt 
the wastewater flow goes from a 
relative trickle — a rate of 200,000 
gallons a day — to a flood level of 
up to the 3 million gallons cited by 
Jackman. 

“That sludge is displacing our 
volume and reducing our ability to 
treat (wastewater), and it washes 
out. It’s a bad situation,” he said. 
“We have to have a real discussion 
of where we’re at … Do we upgrade 
our treatment plant? Yes or no?”

“What we found 
was even in 
one small area 
the flow from 
even one small 
meter went from 
almost no flow 
to a million-
gallon-a-day 
flow … When 
we started 
looking at that, 
the only thing 
left was sump 
pumps.” 

— sewer plant 
operator

Rick Chaput

CITY MANAGER
RON REDMOND
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history — and those who helped 
make it — will know that by 1958, 
such attendance numbers weren’t 
terribly surprising.

It has been with these glory days 
in mind — and so much more — 
that a group called the Equine 
Heritage Herd, in partnership with 
the Bristol Recreation Department, 
has organized the first annual 
Bristol Horse Day, which will take 
place this Saturday, Oct. 9, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Five of the event’s organizers 
— Elissa Cobb, Claire Cyr, 
Chanin Hill, Lynda Malzac and 
Bristol Rec Director Meridith 
McFarland — recently met up 
with the Independent for a chat at 
the newly restored Bristol Horse 
Ring on Liberty Street. 

“This is going to be a demo day 
and an educational showcase,” 
said Malzac, a local horse trainer 
who helped spearhead last year’s 
Horse Ring rebuilding campaign.

Scheduled demos 
will include a Morgan 
Horse, an American 
Quarter Horse, a barrel 
horse, an obstacle 
course with a variety 
of breeds, and two 
Icelandic ponies, 
McFarland said.

During the demos, an 
announcer will provide 
information about the 
riders and the breed of 
horse in the ring.

In between demos, 
Cobb added, the 
announcer will tell old stories 
about Bristol horse culture.

For the little ones there will be 
a hobby horse race — ponies on 
sticks, that is — and prizes.

There will also be refreshments 
and a used-tack sale.

The Equine Heritage Herd does 
not expect attendance to reach 
into the four digits on Saturday, 
but they do look forward to 
sharing their passion, skills and 
memories with a new generation 
of horse enthusiasts.

“It’s our dream that 20 kids will 

come, and at the end of the day 
they will want to buy a horse and 
learn how to ride,” Cobb said.

Back in the day, Elissa Cobb 
(Maranville), Lynda Malzac 
(Fillion), Clair Cyr (Jipner), along 
with Anne and Robin D’Avignon, 
and Fawn Perlee (Pilon), were part 
of what was known as the Liberty 
Street crew — neighborhood kids 
who grew up in the vicinity — 
and under the spell — of Hill’s 
grandmother, the legendary horse 
trainer Juna Perlee.

“We rode anywhere and 
everywhere all day long,” Malzac 
said.

“More than we went to school,” 
Cobb added.

“It was our outlet,” Cyr said.
In those days, before Mount 

Abraham Union High School had 
been built, Airport Drive led to 
an actual airport, with a field the 
Liberty Street crew used to ride on.

“When we would see a plane 
coming we had to get the hell out 

of there,” Cobb said.
“Why?” asked the 

Independent. “Because 
it would scare the 
horses?”

“Or land on them!” 
Cobb said, laughing.

Later she grew 
wistful.

“It’s really cool that 
one woman in Bristol 
started this for so 
many of us, and then 
it spread through us,” 
she said.

Juna Perlee was a 
powerful influence not only in 
the neighborhood, but also in the 
horse ring, Malzac said.

“The first thing Juna taught us 
was the command ‘whoa,’” she 
recalled.

Even if it was rattled, a properly 
trained horse upon hearing that 
command would stop whatever it 
was doing and drop.

And without a doubt, Perlee 
trained her horses properly.

One time, Malzac said, “there 
were a bunch of horses in the ring 
and one of them was acting up.”

Perlee, who was outside the 
ring, noticed, and she shouted 
“Whoa!”

“And every single horse in 
the ring dropped,” Malzac said. 
“They’d all been trained by Juna.”

Perlee’s students weren’t 
always so cooperative, however, 
even the ones in her own family.

“She was my very first trainer,” 
Hill said of her grandmother. She 
shook her head. “We were not 
well-behaved girls.”

These days, however, Hill 
and her nieces Hailey and 
Brooke Perlee — Juna’s great-
grandchildren — are doing their 
family proud and proving to be 
skillful show trainers, illustrated 
in their impressive annual 
showings at the Grand National 
& World Championship Morgan 
Horse Show in Oklahoma City.

But such skills and knowledge 
won’t be needed to enjoy Bristol 
Horse Day this Saturday.

“Our goal is to inspire and 
educate,” Malzac said. “And to 
celebrate horse people and their 
lives.”

Horse celebration
(Continued from Page 1A)

THE GROUP CALLING itself the Equine Heritage Herd, in partnership with the Bristol Recreation Department, will present the first annual 
Bristol Horse Day this Saturday, Oct. 2, at the newly reconstructed Bristol Horse Ring on Liberty Street. Pictured, from left, are Elissa Cobb, 
Claire Cyr, Chanin Hill, Lynda Malzac and Bristol Recreation Director Meridith McFarland.

Independent photo/Christopher Ross

THE BRISTOL HORSE Ring on Liberty Street, which was first constructed in 1956 and subsequently 
rebuilt four times — most recently in June 2020 — served for decades as the centerpiece of the town’s 
horse riding culture, and shows organized by the Bristol Riding Club in the early years would draw as 
many as 1,000 spectators. Photo courtesy of Elissa Cobb

“It’s our 
dream that 
20 kids will 
come, and 
at the end of 
the day they 
will want to 
buy a horse 
and learn 
how to ride.” 

— Elissa Cobb
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By ANDY KIRKALDY
VERGENNES — In a Tuesday 

battle of rebuilding high school 
girls’ soccer programs, host Mount 
Abraham defeated Vergennes, 2-0, 
after taking charge and scoring 
twice in the second half.

The Division II Eagles improved 
to 2-7, a record that includes five 
losses against D-I opposition. The 
Commodores, who faced heavy 
graduation losses from the 2020 
team that made the program’s 
fourth straight appearance in a 
D-III final, dropped to 1-8.

The Eagles controlled play for 
the first 20 minutes, but generated 

few chances. VUHS goalie Carlyn 
Rapoport made one of her two 
first-half saves by denying Nell 
Harvey after a corner kick, while 
Eagle goalie Jo Toy easily handled 
VUHS middie Allie Croke’s bid 
on a 24-yard free kick drawn by 
a strong Felicia Poirier run. It was 
the first of her two total saves.

The Commodores had their most 
competitive stretch of the game in 
the half’s final 20 minutes as they 
started to win more 50-50 balls and 
disrupt the Eagle attack, but did 
not create another scoring chance. 

Still, in the late going, Rapoport 

VUHS GOALIE CARLYN Rapoport dives to beat Mount Abraham striker Halle Huizenga to the ball following a first-half corner kick. The 
Commodores surrendered two goals in the second half as the Eagles earned the home win over their county rivals. 

Independent photo/Steve James

VUHS MIDFIELDER ALLIE Croke shields the ball from Mount 
Abraham middie Ellie Thomas during the second half of the 
Commodores’ 2-0 loss in Bristol on Tuesday. The Eagles scored 
both goals after the break.

Independent photo/Steve James

Fear of missing out — FOMO 
for short — had a hook in me. 
The other anglers were meeting 
at the stream at 9:30 a.m. for our 
pre-conference outing. I wasn’t 
even able to start my two-and-a-

half-hour drive 
to Newport 
until 11 a.m. 
T h r o u g h o u t 
my drive up 
from Addison 
County toward 
the Canadian 
border, I had 
keep my car on 

cruise control to 
make sure that 

FOMO didn’t lead to a speeding 
ticket.

The conference we were all 
attending was the annual gathering 
of the Outdoor Writers Association 
of America, or OWAA. In recent 
years it had been held in Billings 
(Montana), Little Rock (Arkansas) 
and Knoxville (Tennessee). 
All were locations with decent 
outdoor recreation opportunities, 
including fishing. In 2022 and 
2023, the conference is scheduled 
for Casper (Wyoming) and then 
Gulf Shores (Alabama) — two 
more locations with good outdoor 
recreation. But being the proud 
Vermonter that I am, I happen 
to think the opportunities of my 
home state can match or beat any 
of those places. So I was delighted 
when Jay Peak was chosen to host 
in June of 2020. Plus, it would 
mean a lot less travel for me. And 
while the pandemic postponement 
from June 2020 to October 2021 
was disappointing, the cloud had 
at least two silver linings: October 
would mean both peak foliage in 
the mountains of northern Vermont 
and peak landlocked salmon 

Ian and the 
Clyde River

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Football

10/1 Rutland vs MUHS  .................21-18
10/2 N. Country at Mt. Abe ......Canceled
10/2 Windsor vs OV .........................49-8

Field Hockey
9/29 Essex vs MUHS .........................2-1
9/29 OV vs Fair Haven ......................3-0
9/29 Mt. Abe vs Rice ..........................3-0
10/2 Mt. Abe vs MUHS ......................7-0
10/5 Rice vs MUHS .................. 1-0 (OT)
10/5 Mt. Abe vs Burlington .................1-0

Girls’ Soccer
9/29 Rice vs Mt. Abe ..........................4-0
9/29 Rutland vs MUHS .......... 1-0 (2 OT)
9/29 Milton vs VUHS .........................3-2
10/1 Springfield  vs OV ......................6-1
10/2 Rutland vs Mt. Abe ....................1-0
10/2 MUHS vs VUHS ........................3-0
10/4 Fair Haven vs. OV ...................13-0
10/5 MUHS vs Milton .........................2-1
10/5 Mt. Abe vs VUHS .......................3-0
10/5 West Rutland vs OV ..................4-1

Boys’ Soccer
9/29 OV vs. Bellows Falls ..................8-1
10/1 VUHS vs Mt. Abe .......................3-0
10/1 Milton vs MUHS  ........................4-2
10/1 MAU vs OV ................................5-0
10/4 Milton vs VUHS .........................3-0
10/6 Rice at MUHS  .........................Late
10/6 Mt. Abe at Missisquoi ...............Late

COLLEGE SPORTS
Field Hockey

10/2 Midd vs Conn .............................7-2
10/3 Midd vs Amherst ........................3-1

Men’s Soccer
10/2 Conn vs Midd .............................1-0
10/3 Amherst vs Midd ........................1-0

Women’s Soccer
10/2 Conn vs Midd .............................2-0
10/3 Amherst vs Midd ........................0-0

Football
10/2 Trinity vs Midd ..........................28-0

ADDISON COUNTY — In high 
school field hockey between Sept. 
29 and Oct. 5, Mount Abraham kept 
rolling with three victories, including 
one over Middlebury; the Tigers lost 
three times, but came close twice 
to their first win; and Otter Valley 
prevailed in its only outing. 
EAGLES VS. TIGERS

On Saturday visiting Mount Abe 
rolled past the Tigers, 8-0. Txuxa 
Konczal (three goals) and Madison 
Gile (two goals) led the Eagle attack. 

Tiger goalie Cassie Bettis excelled 
with 28 saves.
EAGLES

On Sept. 29 the Eagles blanked 
visiting Rice, 3-0. Olivia Campbell 
led the attack with two scores, 
Konczal got the other goal, and 
Abby Reen, Morgan Barnard 
and Gile each contributed an assist. 
Goalie Maddie Donaldson made 
two stops for the shutout, and Kelli 
Cieplicki made 11 saves for Rice.

On Tuesday the Eagles improved 
to 9-1 with a 1-0 victory over visiting 
Burlington. Lily Case scored for 
the Eagles, with assists from both 
Molly Laurent and Konczal, and 
Donaldson made two saves. The 
Eagles controlled play and forced 
Seahorse goalie Elise Holway to 
make 18 stops. 
TIGERS

On Sept. 29 the Tigers couldn’t 
quite hold their first lead in two 
seasons, falling just short of upsetting 

host Essex in a 2-1 setback. Erin 
Mulcahy scored from a goal-front 
scramble early in the second quarter 
to put MUHS on top. That lead held 
until 1:45 to go in the third period, 
when the first of two Paige Rovnak 
goals knotted the score. 

Rovnak struck again at 9:39 of the 
fourth to give the Hornets the win. 
Bettis stopped 11 shots, and Essex 
goalie Adowyn Byrne made five 
saves.

On Tuesday the Tigers gave 
visiting Rice a battle, but suffered 
another tough loss, 1-0 in overtime. 
Anna Wolters scored the game-
winner with four seconds left in the 
extra session, and Cieplicki made 
one save for the Green Knights. 
Bettis racked up another 18 saves.
OTTERS

On Sept. 29 the Otters pulled away 
late in a 3-0 win over host Fair Haven 
in what Coach Jodie Keith called 
a well-played game. Riley Keith 
led OV with a goal and two assists: 
She set up both Brittney Jackson’s 
first-quarter goal and Mackenzie 
McKay’s penalty-corner strike with 
3:03 left in the fourth quarter and 
added her own goal on a breakaway 
with 51 seconds to go.

The OV defense did not allow a 
shot on goalie Lily Morgan as the 
Otters improved to 6-1-1. Their next 
game is at MUHS on Thursday at 
4:30 p.m. 

MIDDLEBURY — In 
Middlebury College sports action 
over the weekend, the field hockey 
and volleyball teams remained 
unbeaten, the men’s and women’s 
soccer teams failed to win in two 
tries apiece, and football came up 
short on the road. 
FIELD HOCKEY

The Middlebury field hockey 
team, ranked No. 1 in NCAA 
Division III, rolled to a 7-2 win 
at Connecticut College (1-6, 0-5 
NESCAC) on Saturday, breaking 
the game open with a three-goal 
third quarter.  

Katie George scored twice 
to lead the Panthers, and Isabel 
Chandler, Sadie Lestage, Meg 
Fearey, Meg Sherburne and Ellie 
Hughes added a goal apiece. The 
Panthers outshot the Camels, 
31-3, but had to overcome their 
first deficit of the season after the 
Camels scored early in the game. 

On Sunday, the Panthers (10-0, 
5-0) knocked off visiting No. 6 
Amherst, 3-1. The Panthers scored 
twice in the first quarter, with goals 
by Grace Murphy and Audrey 
Lazar, and Lazar made it 3-0 in the 
third period. 

The Mammoths (7-2, 3-2) made 
a push in the fourth period, when 
Kat Mason converted a penalty 
stroke and Panther goalie Grace 
Harlan had to make two of her 
three saves.

The Panthers outshot Amherst 
19-11, and Mammoth goalie 
Kaitlin Broda made six saves.
VOLLEYBALL

The Middlebury volleyball team 
(14-0) won twice on Saturday to set 
a program record for consecutive 
wins at 14. Middlebury picked up 
3-1 home wins over Endicott (9-4) 
and Clarkson (10-7).

Against Endicott, Corley Doyle 
recorded 13 kills and Maggie Wise 

BRANDON — Visiting Windsor 
cruised past the Otter Valley 
Union High School football team 
on Saturday, 49-8, in a battle of 
previously unbeaten Division III 
squads. 

The 5-0 Jacks bolted to a 35-0 
halftime lead as running back Ben 
Gilbert rushed for 114 yards and 
two TDs in the first half alone. 

Quarterback Maison Fortin 
added a score on a keeper and 

tossed a first-half TD pass to 
Austin Gauld. Gauld returned an 
interception of OV QB Luca Polli 
for another score, one of his two 
first-half picks.

Caleb Whitney took over at 
quarterback for OV in the second 
half and tossed a 25-yard TD pass 
to Tucker Babcock at 4:57 of the 
third period. Isaac Whitney went in 
for the two-point conversion.

Keegan Batchelder and Travis 

McAllister later added long scoring 
runs for Windsor. 

The 4-1 Otters on Saturday 
at 1 p.m. will visit D-II Mount 
Abraham-Vergennes. The 0-4 
Eagles didn’t play this past 
weekend. They were scheduled to 
host North Country, but COVID 
cases in the NCU program led to 
that game being canceled. 

OV QUARTERBACK CALEB Whitney came in for the second half of play against the top-ranked Windsor 
Jacks this past Saturday and was constantly on the run from the Jacks’ defensive front.

Independent photo/Angelo Lynn

Eagle girls’ soccer 
bests Commodores

Windsor deals OV football first loss 

Field hockey: Mt Abe, 
OV continue winning

(See Soccer, Page 3B)

Women’s teams
stlll undefeated

(See College, Page 3B)
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 By ANDY KIRKALDY
BRISTOL — The Vergennes 

Union High School boys’ soccer 
team on Friday erupted for three 
second-half goals to knock off 
rival Mount Abraham, 3-0, on the 
Eagles’ home fi eld.  

The victory set up the 6-0-1 
Commodores for a showdown of 
unbeaten teams on Monday, when 
they hosted Milton with fi rst place 
in the Lake Division on the line 
(See boys’ soccer wrap up on Page 
3B). 

On Friday, the Commodores got 
two goals from forward Shamus 
Rooney, a goal (on a penalty kick) 
and an assist from center midfi elder 
Jack Wyman, and an assist from 
middie Alisdair Chauvin. 

And the defensive back line of 
Jonah Mahé in the middle (Oakley 
Francis fi lled in there when Mahé 
helped spark the attack in the 
second half) and Michael Serpico 
and Jade Edwards on the fl anks 
limited the Eagles to 10 shots, three 
of which goalie Elijah Duprey had 
to stop. Duprey was fi lling in for 
Abram Francis, expected back 
soon.

VUHS Coach Kevin Hayes 
praised his defense, which recorded 
its sixth clean sheet in seven games; 
only Middlebury earlier last week 
has scored vs. the Commodores.

“The back line is solid. One goal 
in seven games. I just can’t believe 
that,” Hayes said.

Meanwhile, the 3-3-1 Eagles 
saw a two-game winning streak 
that included a win at Middlebury 
snapped. They worked hard, and a 
backline keyed by Neal Guy and 
Henry Cogswell helped the Eagles 
limit the Commodores to 11 shots, 
four on net. 

Backup keeper Chance Denecker, 
fi lling in for injured starter Creed 
Stillwell, also expected back soon, 
could not be faulted for the VUHS 
goals.

All of the VUHS shots on 
target came in the second half. 
The Commodores held a slight 
territorial edge in the fi rst half, but 
had only one true chance: Wyman 
one-timed an open shot high from 
close range on a Rooney serve. 

But the Commodores were more 
effi cient in the second half, with 

Mahé’s move to offensive midfi eld 
factoring into the fi rst goal. He beat 
two defenders down the left side 
and served to Chauvin on the far 
side. Chauvin one-timed a low, 15-
yard shot back off the left post, and 
Rooney tapped home the rebound, 
1:19 after halftime.

Wyman said that quick goal after 
the break sparked the Commodores.

“Once we score one goal we get 
the momentum we need. We get 
the energy to move forward as a 
team, get talking, get riled up, want 
to win those 50-50 balls,” Wyman 
said.

Hayes said Mahé often gives 
the attack a lift when he moves 
from center back to the offensive 
midfi eld.

“We can move Jonah up and 
give them a different look. Right 
in the second half we did it, and 
it worked. We got the immediate 
impact,” Hayes said.

Eagle Coach Rider MacCrellish 
agreed that goal was a turning 
point. He was happy with the 
Eagles’ hustle and defense in the 
fi rst half, but not with what he said 
was a lack of offensive poise and 
movement off the ball. 

“I think we came out for the 
second half thinking we were 
going to step it up another notch,” 
MacCrellish said. “I think we have 
a lot more potential than we were 
showing in the fi rst half. That was 
not the best soccer we can play.”

Instead, he said the 
Commodores’ fi rst goal hurt the 
Eagles’ confi dence, and despite the 
level of success the Eagles have 
enjoyed, they can be inconsistent. 

“I can watch them hang their 

heads and get down. We’ve talked 
about the mental side of the 
game, and the mental side of the 
game is you have to play every 
play like you’re playing to win,” 
MacCrellish said. 

The Eagles did have chances in 
the fi rst half. The best came when 
Duprey had to dive to his right to 
snare a Jake Lucarelli header set 
up by a Guy direct kick, and later  
he denied Eli Burgess from outside 
the box. Both teams attempted fi ve 
shots, but none of the Commodores’ 
efforts were on target.

That changed after the break, 
when the Commodores found the 
range. The Eagles had a chance on 
their own direct kick 11 minutes in, 
but Duprey tracked down a 25-yard 
Burgess drive.

At 23:41 Wyman made it 2-0. 
He beat a defender with a strong 
run into the box, drew a foul, and 
drilled the penalty kick low into the 
left side. 

The Eagles’ best chance the 
rest of the way came when Judah 
Jackson sent Burgess into the box, 
but Mahé broke up the play. 

Rooney and Wyman teamed up 
to put the game out of reach at 
11:46. The Commodores moved 
the ball to Wyman 15 yards out 
from the right post, and he cleverly 
backheeled the ball to an open 
Rooney. Rooney zipped a hard 
left-footed shot just inside the right 
post.

The Eagles were missing four 
starters due to injury or excused 
absences, but MacCrellish said 
nevertheless a more consistent 
mindset would allow his team to 
play to their potential. 

“When these guys show up with 
the authority to get to the ball fi rst 
and conduct the play, then they 
have the power to do that,” he said. 
“And I think sometimes we come 
out … and there’s a different body 
language.”

Meanwhile, Wyman said the 
Commodores are confi dent moving 
forward. 

“We’re feeling pretty good,” 
he said. “We’re pretty pumped to 
concede only one goal, and I think 
we’re going to go into this last 
stretch of games this season with a 
pretty good attitude.”

Commodores sail to victory in Bristol
VUHS boys’ soccer surges past Eagles in second half

EAGLE FORWARD ELI Burgess, left, has the inside track on the ball as VUHS midfi elder Parker Kayhart 
moves in during the visiting Commodores’ 3-0 victory on Friday. VUHS improved to 6-0-1 heading into a 
Monday game vs. Milton.

Independent photo/Steve James

EAGLE GOALIE CHANCE Denecker dives in vain on Friday as a second-half penalty kick from 
Commodore Jack Wyman, far left, nestles into the corner. The visiting Commodores prevailed, 3-0, to 
remain undefeated heading into a Monday showdown vs. Milton.

Independent photo/Steve James

season in the northern rivers. 
Thus, of the numerous pre-

conference outings being offered, 
I signed up for fl y fi shing on 
the Clyde River, a tributary 
of the transnational Lake 
Memphremagog. Although there 
are several species of trout present 
in the Clyde River at various 
times of year, we were chasing 
landlocked salmon. Never having 
fi shed the river before, I was not 
only eager for a few hours in a top-
notch trout and salmon stream, but 
also interested in learning more 
about the river for future possible 

trips. I’d heard and read about 
the Clyde for years. Decades, 
maybe. However, my lack of local 
knowledge had always made me 
hesitant to take the long drive. The 
fact that I would be going that way 
for the conference, and that I’d 
have a more knowledgeable guide, 
was enough motivation to fi nally 
do it.

The trip was hosted by the 
Vermont Department of Fish 
and Wildlife with game wardens 
as guides and trip leaders. Not 
until the evening before the trip, 
however, did I fi nd out just who 
those game wardens would be: 

Wes Butler and Asa Sargent. — 
both great people. I’ve known 
Asa for a few years and Wes for 
decades, since long before he was 
a game warden. I learned to tie one 
of my favorite fl ies from Wes. So 
when I found out he was leading, I 
sent him a quick text and asked if 
I’d still be able to fi nd somebody 
to fi sh with if I arrived late. Wes 
answered in the affi rmative. There 
was going to be a third informal, 
unoffi cial, voluntary leader: a local 
angler named Ian Scenna. Ian is 
a self-proclaimed landlocked 
salmon fi shing bum. He fi shes the 
river just about every day of the 

season. He knows it inside out, 
frontward and backward, top to 
bottom. 

Most importantly, Ian knows the 
bottom. Most of the salmon action 
on the Clyde is along the bottom. 
The river has a tremendous aquatic 
insect population. The fi sh dine on 
nymphs. 

As expected, when I arrived 
several hours late at the meeting 
spot — a short stretch of river only a 
few hundred yards upstream of the 
lake and within sight of Newport 
— Wes and Asa and my fellow 
OWAA conference attendees were 
getting ready to depart. After 

getting into my waders and rigging 
up my rod, I had about 20 minutes 
to chat. The fi shing had been slow, 
they said. Wes and Asa had caught 
some trout. (No surprise there.) 
Nobody else had. And nobody 
had caught salmon. Just before 
they left, I saw one of the other 
conference attendees land the fi rst 
rainbow trout. Then they were 
gone, leaving me alone with Ian. 
Which wasn’t a bad thing. 

Stonefl ies, hare’s ear nymphs 
and pheasant tale nymphs, Ian told 
me. Small sizes. Nothing bigger 
than a size #16. “And nothing 
fl ashy,” he added. Later, when he 

saw that I tied on a black stonefl y 
with a little bit of red highlights, 
he added that for whatever reason 
the fi sh in that river didn’t like 
black and red either. If I wanted 
to try something larger, an olive 
wooly bugger stripped fast across 
the surface could sometimes get 
a strike if some fresh salmon had 
recently moved into the river, but 
not a black bugger.

The advice proved good. Fifteen 
minutes after everybody but Ian 
had departed, leaving me access 
to drift some fl ies through the 
best stretch of water, I managed to 
hook my fi rst fi sh — a good-size 
fi sh that broke off my little bead-
head pheasant tail before I could 
get a clear enough look to identify 
the species. I tied on another fl y. 
Twenty minutes later I hooked a 
second. 

I continued slowly down the 
run taking a lot of casts trying 
to get just that perfect drift. Ian 
had said the fi sh were picky. And 
the entire stretch of good water 
was only about 50 yards long as 
it transitioned from a shallow 
gravelly riffl e, to a long deep pool 
with a good current, eventually to 
some still water too slow to fi sh 
a nymph. About an hour passed 
before I hooked my third fi sh in the 
deeper part of the pool: a salmon 
over 20 inches long that put on a 
very good fi ght on my 5-wt. rod. 

All the while, Ian was very 
friendly and helpful and we had 
some great conversation. He was 
not at all jealous about his favorite 
water, or angry about having other 
anglers there. To the contrary, he 
seemed to be proud of the spot, 
and to enjoy it when others could 
delight in the place — as long 
as they practiced good etiquette 
toward other anglers. To back that 
up, when another angler showed 
up, Ian encouraged me to move 
downriver and yield my good spot 
to give somebody else a chance. 

I left the river thinking both that 
I had found a really good fi shery 
worth returning to, and that I’d 
found a really good angler — one 
I wished that more fl y fi shers were 
like.

Dickerson
(Continued from Page 1B)

“I think we came 
out for the second 
half thinking we 
were going to 
step it up another 
notch.” 

– Coach MacCrellish

presents the 2021 Garden Game

More info online at addisonindependent.com
*Please note: Each individual is eligible to win one gift certificate, even if they 
win multiple categories.

  

It was a banner week for the Garden Game with EIGHT new submissions. 

Kicking off the week was Ed Blechner with a parsnip measuring 8” around. 
This rotund root vegetable now takes the lead!

Next, Ethan Audet brought in a big and bright beet. A diligent young green 
thumb, Ethan helped water the beet all summer… and it shows. His beautiful 15” 
beet is in the top spot!

Julie Lonergan came in with four impressive submissions, including a valiant 
entry into the Giant Tomato Saga of 2021. Her 18.75” D sunflower, 24” L x 9.25” 
C cucumber, 19.5” C tomato, and 71” C pumpkin are all record breakers in this 
year’s contest. Her trick? “Cow manure and patience.” Julie also said her grandson 
wants to carve her plump pumpkin but it may be tough due to its size. However, if 
he does, we’d love to see it!

Closing out the week, we had two remarkable entries from Pam Thomas - a 
vibrant 9.5” L x 5.25” C carrot and a lengthy 17” L x 4.5 C leek. Like us, Pam is 
disappointed that the growing season is slowly coming to an end.

On that note, we’re grateful for the dozens of submissions we’ve received this 
year but frost is inevitably just around the corner so be sure to get those amazing 
veggies in while you still can!

Play the Garden Game! 
Do you have veggies to share in our pages? We welcome entries from any of the 

below categories. Bring your entry into our office between 9am and 4pm Monday-
Friday and we’ll measure it and snap a photo. Each week we’ll publish new entries 
and update our frontrunners for each category in the contest. At the end of the 
season, each category winner* will be eligible to receive a gift certificate from our 
Garden Game sponsor, Middlebury Agway.

CATEGORIES & FRONT-RUNNERS:    
• Asparagus (length x circumference) - Pamela Thomas, 29.75” x 2.75”     

• Beet (circumference) - Ethan Audet, 15”

• Broccoli (diameter) - Pamela Thomas, 15.5”

• Cabbage (circumference) - Fran Putnam, 22.5”

• Cantaloupe (circumference) - Barbara Pelton, 22”

• Carrot (length x circumference) - Gary Miller, 19.5” x 6”

• Cauliflower (diameter)

• Corn (length x circumference)

• Cucumber (length x circumference) - Julie Lonergan, 24” x 9.25”

• Eggplant (circumference x circumference) - Ted Foster, 22.25” x 18”

• Fennel (length x circumference)

• Green bean (length) - Gary Miller, 28.5”

• Kohlrabi (circumference)

• Leafy greens (length x width - leaf only) - Pamela Thomas, 24” x 20”    

• Leek (length x circumference) - Ted Foster, 50” x 3.75”

• Melon (circumference) - Pamela Thomas, 34”

• Onion (circumference) - Ed Blechner, 14”

• Parsnip (circumference) - Ed Blechner, 8”   

• Potato (length x circumference) - Kelley Mills, 8.5” x 11”

• Pepper (circumference x circumference) - Gary Miller, 12.75” x 14.5”

• Pumpkin (circumference x circumference) - Julie Lonergan, 71”

• Radish (circumference) - Pam Thomas, 11.5”

• Rhubarb (length) - Pamela Thomas, 18”

• Rutabaga (circumference)

• Summer squash (length x circumference) - Enea Ancarani, 13” x 14.75”

• Sunflower (diameter) - Julie Lonergan, 18.75”

• Tomato (circumference) - Julie Lonergan, 19.5”

• Turnip (circumference) - Mike Chicoine & Vera Bergeron, 16”

• Winter squash (length x circumference) - Pat Anderson, 23.5” x 25.75”

• Zucchini (length x circumference) - Sebastian Ancarani, 22.75” x 19”
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MOUNT ABE MIDFIELDER Natalie Atkins shields Vergennes defender Anna Carr in the first half of the 
Eagles’ 2-0 home win on Tuesday. Mount Abe came on strong in the second half. 

Independent photo/Steve James

came out to beat Eagle middie 
Natalie Atkins to a through ball, 
and senior Eagle striker Illia 
Dennison’s long shot from the right 
hit the outside of the post. 

Both coaches agreed the Eagles 
turned up the heat after the break. 
Mount Abe’s Dustin Corrigan 
said the Eagles played with more 
intensity and poise, particularly 
in moving the ball better through 
midfield and using their wings to 
break down the VUHS defense.

“What we talked about for the 
second half they translated onto 
the field, and that’s always a good 
sign,” Corrigan said. “We talked 
about being more purposeful, 
playing to feet.”

VUHS Co-Coach Peter Maneen 
said he and colleague Dwight Irish 
tweaked the lineup in search of 
more punch, but things didn’t pan 
out. 

“We definitely didn’t match 
the intensity in the second half,” 
Maneen said. “We were trying 
some different things and finding 
out what’s working and not 
working. Unfortunately, we didn’t 
get it working today.”

The Eagles had outshot the 
Commodores, 8-1, in the first half, 
and piled up a 14-2 edge after the 
break. They earned their first of 
seven second-half corner kicks 
in the half’s second minute, and 
a minute later broke through by 
forcing an own goal. 

The Eagles repossessed after 
VUHS broke up the corner and 
attacked down the left side. They 

served in, and two Eagles, Louisa 
Painter and Nell Harvey, went after 
the ball. Painter appeared to get a 
touch, and after a double deflection 
off the defense the ball spun home 
just inside the right post. 

The Commodores had a chance 
to tie in the half’s ninth minute 
after Poirier served a corner kick 
from the right side. The Eagles 
made the initial clear, but middie 
Kaelin Sullivan sent the ball back 
into the mix. But Croke could not 
direct the ball on net in the crowd.

Chances were rare for VUHS 
as the Eagle back line of Annie 
Dufault, Elena Bronson, Patty 
McEnerny and Sophie Venman 
played well. Maneen also credited 
his defenders, Ella Hameline, Jing 
Williams, Emerson Rice, Anna 
Carr, and Alaina LeBeau off the 
bench. LeBeau, Carr and Emily 
Lowe each made goal-saving 
blocks, and Rapoport finished with 
six saves.

But at 19:47, Dennison broke 
loose to make it 2-0. She took a 
feed from the right from forward 
Maia Jensen just outside the box 
and one-timed a shot high into the 
back of the net. 

The goal was just the Eagles’ 
third of the season, and the Eagles 
celebrated.

“It did feel nice, but honestly I 
was set up positively by everyone 
on the team,” said Dennison, one 
of just four Eagle seniors. Venman, 
Bronson, and striker Halle 
Huizenga are the others.

Corrigan said despite the Eagles’ 
losses, their effort has remained 

a constant, and their attitude has 
remained positive. He said those 
seniors have played a large part in 
those pluses.

“The strength of our opponents 
has been very difficult in a year 
where we’re kind of rebuilding,” 
Corrigan said. “But they have 
embraced that challenge and 
learned from every game. And I 
give my seniors and the leaders on 
the team for keeping the group and 
themselves staying very positive 
even when things got really hard.”

Dennison agreed the team’s 
chemistry has remained intact, and 
believes the Eagles’ mindset and 
tough schedule have both improved 
their play.

“We have a strong foundation of 
our love for soccer. And that is sort 
of built on our love for each other 
and our love for the team. So it’s 
not so much about winning as it is 
about having fun at this point. And 
we’re starting to play to our level, 
which is nice,” she said.

She also said the Eagles can build 
on a strong win like Tuesday’s.

“Absolutely, I think so,” 
Dennison said. “I’m excited for the 
rest of the season, for sure.” 

Maneen said the Commodores 
will continue to search for answers, 
particularly at midfield.

“We have to find a way to possess 
at the midfield and link from the 
back to the forwards, and right now 
unfortunately it’s not happening,” 
he said. “So we’ll keep working. 
We’ll get there. We’ve got some 
more time to figure it out.” 

Soccer
(Continued from Page 1B)

added 12. Gabbie O’Toole finished 
with 32 assists, Kelly Ferrero had 
14 digs, and Katie Kraczkowsky 
served five aces.

Vsersus Clarkson, Doyle led 
Middlebury with 14 kills and 
seven blocks, O’Toole registered 
39 assists, and Ferrero had 22 digs.
MEN’S SOCCER

On Saturday, the men’s soccer 
team lost, 1-0, at Connecticut 
College (5-2-0, 4-1-0). Augie 
Djerdaj converted a penalty 
kick with 4:21 remaining for the 
Camels. Connecticut outshot the 
Panthers 11-9, and got six saves 
from goalie Sam Maidenberg. 
Ryan Grady made four saves for 
the Panthers, who conceded just 
their second goal of the season. 

On Sunday, the Panthers lost 
again by 1-0, this time to visiting 
Amherst (8-1-0, 4-1-0). In the 
22nd minute, Mammoth Sebastian 
Derby took advantage of a failed 
Panther clearance and ripped a shot 
home from 15 yards out.

Amherst had the best chances 
in the second half and outshot the 

Panthers, 8-5. Grady made two 
saves, while Kofi Hope-Gund 
made one stop for Amherst. 
WOMEN’S SOCCER

On Saturday, the women’s soccer 
team outshot host Connecticut, 
20-9, but couldn’t find the net in a 
2-0 loss. The Camels (4-1-1, 3-1-1) 
got goals in each half from Mya 
Johnson and 12 saves from goalie 
Sarah Hall. Panther goalie Sydney 
Poppinga stopped three shots. 

On Sunday, Middlebury and 
visiting Amherst (7-1-1, 3-1-1) 
battled to a 0-0 draw. The Panthers 
outshot the Mammoths, 17-11, but 
the Jeffs were dangerous on the 
counter. 

The Panthers’ best chances 
came late in the second half and 
overtime. Simone Ameer’s long, 
looping shot hit the crossbar with 
16 minutes left in the second half, 
and in the second overtime period 
Ameer broke into the right side 
of the box and drilled a shot just 
wide right. Amherst goalie Mika 
Fisher made seven saves, and Lucy 
VanNewkirk made four saves for 
Middlebury.

FOOTBALL
On Saturday, host Trinity 

improved to 3-0 by blanking 
the Panther football team, 28-0. 
The Bantams outgained the 1-2 
Panthers 424-228 in total yards, 
including a 341-118 edge in the air. 

Bantam QB Spencer Fetter 
completed 18 of 31 passes for 
319 yards and two first-half 
touchdowns. Bantam back William 
Kirby ran for an 18-yard score late 
in the game.  

Middlebury starting QB Will 
Jernigan completed 7-17 passes 
for 59 yards with two interceptions 
in the first half, and rushed for 37 
yards to top 1,000 rushing yards 
in his career. He left the game at 
halftime with an injury.

Trinity’s other score came 
on Brian Casagrande’s 85-yard 
interception return courtesy of 
second-half QB Cole Kennon.

Kennon completed five of 13 
passes for 42 yards and rushed for 
26 yards. Greg Livingston caught 
six passes for 50 yards to lead the 
receivers.  

College 
(Continued from Page 1B)

ADDISON COUNTY — In 
boys’ soccer action between Sept. 
29 and Oct. 5, undefeated Milton 
knocked off both Middlebury and 
Vergennes, including dealing the 
Commodores’ first loss, and Otter 
Valley split a pair of games. 

Mount Abraham hosted the 
Commodores on Oct. 1 (see story 
on Page 2B).
TIGERS

On Oct. 1, visiting Milton rallied 
past the Tigers, 4-2. Caden Button’s 
two goals early in the second half 
erased the Tigers’ 2-1 halftime lead, 
and Milton goalie Braeden Caragher 
made six saves as the Yellowjackets 
improved to 7-0.

Ben Seaton scored twice in the 
first half to give the 5-3-1 Tigers 
the lead, and goalie Owen Lawton 
stopped 11 shots. 
COMMODORES

On Monday, Milton blanked 
VUHS, 3-0, dropping the 
Commodores to 6-1-1 while taking 
over first place in the Lake Division. 
Button gave Milton the lead with a 
first-half penalty kick, and Zack 
Logan added a pair of goals midway 
through the second half. Caragher 
stopped two shots for Milton, and 
Elijah Duprey made 10 saves for 
VUHS. 
OTTERS

On Sept. 29, the Otters took a 5-0 

halftime lead on the way to an 8-1 
victory over visiting Bellows Falls. 
Kieran Williams led the attack 
with three goals and two assists, and 
Luca Cifone scored twice and set 
up a goal. 

Owen Thomas, Drew Pelkey 
and Fraser Pierpont also found 
the net for OV, and Evan Thomas 
assisted on two goals. Coach Dick 
Williams also praised the work 
of both Thomases and Logan 
Letourneau on defense. 

On Saturday, host Mount 
Anthony blanked the Otters, 5-0, 
as Silas Rella-Neill pumped in four 
goals. Hayden Bernhardt made 11 
saves for OV, which fell to 2-5-2.

Boys’ soccer teams come up short

WEST HAVEN — Saturday was 
a big night for Addison County 
drivers on the dirt track at Devil’s 
Bowl Speedway, as three Addison 
County drivers clinched 2021 series 
championship, one by a single point, 
in the season’s final races.

That drama came in 
the headline Sportsman 
Modified Division, in 
which Orwell’s Tim 
LaDuc erased Middlebury 
driver Justin Comes’s 
18-point lead to claim the 
series title, 967-966.

Comes struggled in 
both qualifying and the 
feature event due to an 
engine problem. LaDuc 
picked up a point in the 
qualifying heats and 
then placing sixth in the 
feature, nine positions ahead of Comes, 
for another gain of 18, just enough to 
erase Comes’s lead. The series title 
was LaDuc’s first since 2000, when 
he won the 358-Modified division as 
a rookie.

Shoreham’s Anthony Warren 
claimed Rookie of the Year honors in 
the series. 

In that final Sportsman Modified 

Feature race of the season, another 
Middlebury driver, Justin Stone, 
cruised to victory. He led every lap of a 
caution-free, 30-lap race. Bristol’s Josh 
Masterson motored to third place, and 
Leicester’s Adam Piper finished fifth. 

Also on Saturday, 
Bridport’s Troy Audet 
finished just seventh 
in a 25-lap Limited 
Sportsman Feature, 
easily good enough 
to hold onto the 
substantial lead he had 
amassed, especially 
with a late-season 
surge, and allow him 
to claim the title in his 
first season driving in 
the division.

Middlebury’s Austin 
Comes won Saturday’s 

Limited Sportsman race to nail down 
second place in the series. It was his 
fifth win of the summer in the division. 
Orwell’s Randy Ryan was third, and 
Shoreham’s Steve Pope finished fifth. 

The Limited Sportsman also ran a 
20-lap “Non-Winners Shootout,” in 
which Ryan also took third. Benson’s 
A.J. Munger won that event. 

Ripton’s Chris Sumner held a big 

lead in the Mini Stock series, and 
kept it by finishing 12th in a 20-lap 
A Feature. Orwell’s Daryl Gebo took 
second in the series and earned series 
Rookie of the Year honors.  

Rutland’s Adam Mahoney won the 
race and led a parade of county drivers 
across the finish line: Salisbury’s 
Michael Clark Jr., Cornwall’s Brian 
Blake, Leicester’s Derrick Counter, 
and Orwell’s Ronnie ran 2-3-4-5. 

Poultney’s Damian Olden won the 
Mini Stock B Feature, with Bristol’s 
Griff Mahoney in second.   

The Mini Sprint division had 
crowned Orwell’s Ray Hanson as 
its champion two weeks earlier, but 
ran an Open Competition 12-lap race 
on Saturday. Bridport rookie Gage 
Provencher led every lap in claiming 
the win. Monkton’s Kaidin White was 
third, and Brandon’s Kevin Smith took 
fifth. 

Whiting teammates Brian Denis and 
Eric Leno ran 1-2 in a 100-lap Enduro 
Series race. Only 16 of the 73 starters 
were running at the Enduro finish, and 
just four cars completed the full 100 
laps.

Also, Fair Haven’s Josh Bussino 
prevailed in a Super Stock Open 
Competition 20-lap event.

  

16 Creek Rd, Middlebury  

 388-6054
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 - 5:30, Sat. 8 - 3
countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

Free Upgrade to Cordless Li� 

on Gorgeous Graber Pleated, 
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Valid April 22 - October 13, 2021
Plus, cordless li�  comes standard - everyday - with Graber Cellular Shades.

Local drivers win titles at Bowl
But not without a little drama to rev up the auto races

Orwell’s Tim 
LaDuc erased 
Middlebury 
driver Justin 
Comes’s 
18-point lead 
to claim the 
series title, 
967-966.
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MIDDLEBURY — A missed 

assignment as time wound down. 
Untimely penalties and a call that 
Coach Dennis Smith questioned. 
Kicks that sailed just wide or hit an 
upright. And a miraculous 44-yard 
Rutland touchdown catch on a ball 
that bounced off one receiver and 
into the hands of another.

All of that went wrong for the 
3-2 Middlebury Union High School 
football team this past Friday, and 
conversely all went right for visiting 
Rutland (5-0), which had to feel 
fortunate to leave town with a 21-18 
victory and its perfect record intact. 

The Ravens scored the decisive 
touchdown with 1:14 left in the 
game on a fourth-and-11 play from 
the Tiger 19. Rutland QB Trey 
Davine stood up to heavy pressure 
and found fullback Ben Parker 
circling out to the left fl at. Parker 
caught Davine’s pass and outraced 
two defenders to the left corner fl ag. 
A two-point conversion made it 21-
18.

The score capped a 58-yard drive 
in which the Ravens overcame a 
fumbled snap and another snap 
that sailed over Davine’s head, 
after which he managed to toss an 
incomplete pass. 

He then hit Ryan Boulger for 
seven yards on fourth-and-four on 
the next play, and set up the Ravens 
on the 19 with a 16-yard strike to 
Jack Coughlin on the following play.

The Tiger defense played well. 
MUHS limited Rutland to 65 yards 
rushing on 21 rushing attempts, and 
Davine completed 12 of 21 passes 
for 167 yards.

MUHS took a 17-13 lead with 
3:54 to play by marching 61 yards 
in 13 plays, a drive capped by Gavin 
McNulty’s three-yard burst over the 
right side. 

Nikolai Lukcsh, Nick Austin-

Neil and McNulty all ran well on 
the march, and QB Jackson Gillett 
completed a 12-yard pass to tight 
end Penn Riney on third-and-10 to 
set up the Tigers on the Rutland 3.

“It was a great game. Both teams 
made big plays, and both teams made 
foolish plays,” Coach Smith said. 
“But in the end, they caught us on 
that last one there. We were coming 
after them, and my end forgot to pick 
up the fullback on the swing. So it 
was just the emotions of the kid, and 
it was a good call on their part.”

The Tigers started strong, 
marching 56 yards with their 
opening possession and scoring on 
an Austin-Neil fi ve-yard run. But as 
a harbinger of things to come, the 
normally reliable Luksch missed the 
point-after kick wide right. 

The Tigers made it 12-0 at 8:48 
of the second quarter. Their second 
possession stalled out, but McNulty 
recovered a Rutland fumble of 
Luksch’s punt to set them up on the 
Raven 35. With help from a Raven 
personal foul, the Tigers punched it 
in again, with Austin-Neil doing the 
honors from six yards out. This time 
the kick hit the upright, and it was 
12-0.

Rutland answered as Davine 
began to fi nd the range, completing 
four passes in a 65-yard march 
capped by his 11-yard toss to Slade 
Postemski, and it was 12-7.

Then things went awry for MUHS. 
Brilliant catches by McNulty and 
Luksch seemingly moved the ball 
inside the Rutland 20. But the 
Tigers were fl agged for a lineman 
downfi eld that wiped out the second 
catch. Smith disputed that infraction, 
which preceded two more penalties 
and Rutland’s taking over and 
scoring before the break. 

Smith said video showed his 
lineman was within the legal three-
yard downfi eld limit when Gillett 

tossed the ball to Luksch.
“We should have scored instead of 

them scoring,” Smith said. “We had 
the ball down there, and I looked at 
the fi lm here, and he didn’t throw the 
fl ag until he turned around, and by 
that time my lineman was fi ve yards 
downfi eld. And when he threw the 
ball he was only two-and-a-half, 
three. That’s a big momentum swing 
right there.”

Instead, Rutland took over at its 
38, and eventually Davine rolled 
right and heaved a 44-yard toss 
into the end zone that Postemski 
bobbled. The ball popped into the air 
as Postemski fell and into Coughlin’s 
arms as time expired, and it was 13-
12 Rutland.

The Tigers had a chance to take 
the lead in the third when Riney 
recovered a dropped backwards 
Davine pass at the Rutland 20, but 
Luksch’s 35-yard fi eld goal try 
sailed inches wide. 

Overall, the Tigers moved the ball 
effectively, rushing 45 times for 191 
yards. Austin-Neil led the way with 
16 carries for 77 yards, and McNulty 
(11 for 43), Brian Whitley (fi ve for 
28), Gillett (nine for 24), and Luksch 
(four for 19) all contributed. 

The Tigers, who visit Champlain 
Valley (4-1) on Saturday at 1 p.m., 
picked up 13 fi rst downs to eight for 
the Ravens, while Gillett completed 
three of nine passes for 31 yards —  
stats dampened by four desperation 
heaves in the fi nal minute. 

Certainly, Smith said there is no 
reason to believe his team won’t 
remain in the D-I title hunt.

“My kids played a hell of a game,” 
Smith said. “We made some big 
mistakes, but we also made some big 
plays, too. We’re coming along. We 
still haven’t reached our top, I feel. 
We can play with anybody. We’ve 
just got to cut down on foolishness.”

Tiger football falls just short vs. Ravens

ADDISON COUNTY — In a 
rivalry game Middlebury topped 
host Vergennes on Saturday 
to highlight girls’ soccer play 
between Sept. 29 and Oct. 5.

In other action, the Tigers split 
two games, VUHS dropped a 
tough home contest, and Mount 
Abraham and Otter Valley each 
fell twice. 

The Eagles also hosted the 
Commodores on Tuesday; see 
story on Page 1B. 
MUHS-VUHS

On Saturday the Tigers 
outscored the host Commodores, 
3-0. The Tigers got a goal apiece 
from Cadyn Pitner, Ivy Doran 
and Lily Dame, and Lily Lapiner 
assisted a strike. Commodore 
goalie Carlyn Rapoport made 
two saves as VUHS dropped to 1-7 
heading into their match in Bristol. 
TIGERS

On Sept. 29 the Tigers lost 
a heartbreaker at Rutland, 1-0, 
when Izzy Crossman scored with 
6.5 seconds left in the second and 
fi nal overtime period. The Tigers 
had fi red wide on a penalty shot 
late in regulation, although the 5-3 

Raiders had more chances in the 
game. Tiger goalie Julia Bartlett 
made 11 saves. 

On Tuesday the Tigers edged 
visiting Milton, 2-1. Hannah 
Turner scored twice, once from 
Lia Robinson in the fi rst half and 
then unassisted in the fi rst minute 
of the second half, to put the Tigers 
up, 2-0. 

Milton answered midway 
through the second half, but 
MUHS hung on to improve to 6-3-
1 as Bartlett stopped three shots. 
Milton keeper Sara Ambrose made 
six saves.
EAGLES

On Sept. 29 host Rice defeated 
the Eagles, 4-0. Four Green 
Knights scored, and goalie 
Sunshine Clark made fi ve saves. 
Eagle goalies Jo Toy and Sophie 
Venman combined for 11 stops. 

On Saturday visiting Rutland 
nipped the Eagles, 1-0, on a late 
Bethany Solari strike. Rutland 
goalie Kathryn Moore made fi ve 
saves, while Toy blocked 10 shots 
for Mount Abe. 
COMMODORES

On Sept. 29 the Commodores 

took a tough 3-2 loss to visiting 
Milton when Yellowjacket 
Holly MacClellan converted a 
tiebreaking penalty kick with 
seven minutes to go. Milton goalie 
Sara Ambrose made fi ve saves.

Felicia Poirier had a goal 
and an assist for VUHS, Reese 
Gernander scored, Kaelin 
Sullivan set up a goal, and 
Rapoport made four saves in the 
net.
OTTERS

On Saturday host Springfi eld 
topped the Otters, 6-1. Elena 
Politano notched the OV goal. 

On Monday visiting Fair Haven 
improved to 6-2-2 with a 13-0 
victor at OV. Madison Perry (four 
goals) and Brittney Love (three) 
led the Slater onslaught. 

On Tuesday host West Rutland 
defeated OV, 4-1, as sisters Anna 
and Olivia Cyr each scored twice. 
Emily Peduto found the net for 
OV, and Otter backup goalie 
Lauren Palmer made 10 saves. 
Regular goalie Laurel Blanchard 
is expected to return soon from 
injury for the 0-9 Otters. 
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OTTER VALLEY SOPHOMORE Linnea Faulkner, No. 26, and OV senior Faith Scarborough, No. 1, 
created a few offensive opportunities in the second half of Monday’s girls’ soccer game vs. Fair Haven. 
The Slaters won the game.

Independent photo/Angelo Lynn

Girls’ soccer: Only Tigers see success

ADDISON COUNTY — 
Vermont State Police reported 
one case of alleged assault and 
burglary plus four cases of alleged 
impaired driving between Sept. 29 
and Oct. 5, with three drivers cited 
for driving under the infl uence 
(DUI) of alcohol and one for DUI-
drugs.

On this past Sunday, Oct. 3, 
VSP received a report of an assault 
at a Route 7 home in Leicester 
at a little before 9 p.m. After 
investigating, troopers reported 
that Tanya Brace, 31, of Leicester 
had entered into the home without 
permission, damaged the home 
and drove in a vehicle without 
permission. Further investigation 
showed that Brace returned to 
the residence and assaulted a 
household member using a deadly 
weapon and also used the weapon 
to damage the vehicle, police 
alleged.

Police cited Brace for fi rst 
degree aggravated domestic 
assault, burglary, operating a 
vehicle with an owner’s consent 

and unlawful mischief. They 
lodged her at Chittenden Regional 
Correctional Facility.

Troopers were assisted at the 
scene by Middlebury police.

The fi rst of the DUI cases 
happened on Sept. 29, when at 
9:13 p.m. troopers responded to 
a report of a vehicle that weaving 

all over the road and almost 
hitting mailboxes on Route 7 in 
Ferrisburgh. Troopers with help 
from Vergennes police located 
the vehicle parked in the traveled 
portion of Old Hollow Road in 
Monkton.

Police cited Stephanie Cota, 42, 
of Bristol for DUI.

Separately, on Oct. 1 at around 
8:15 p.m. VSP stopped a vehicle 
on Route 7 in Ferrisburgh after 

seeing a violation. Troopers 
ultimately cited Julie A. Welch, 
58, of Shelburne for DUI, second 
offense.

And then at 12:45 a.m. on Oct. 
3 state police received the report 
of a one-car crash on Route 7 
in Salisbury. No injuries were 
reported. 

Troopers said a 17-year-old 
Brandon juvenile had been 
driving southbound on Route 7 in 
when the vehicle left the roadway, 
struck a mailbox and a tree, and 
came to rest in a ditch. The driver 
left the scene of the crash, but 
troopers found them and cited 
them for DUI (drugs), negligent 
driving and leaving the scene of 
an accident.

Finally, on Oct. 4 at about 7:30 
p.m., troopers responded to a 
two-vehicle collision in Shoreham 
on Smith Street at its intersection 
with Witherell Road. There were 
no injuries or hazards reported and 
little damage. Police cited Gary J. 
Larmay Jr., 55, of Shoreham for 
DUI.

VSP handles DUIs, assault
MONTPELIER — Vermont 

hunters will be able to report 
turkeys and some deer they harvest 
this fall online through the Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife Department’s 
website www.vtfi shandwildlife.
com.

Turkeys may be reported online 
or in-person at a regional big game 
reporting station.

Deer may be reported online or 
in-person during the archery and 
muzzleloader seasons, but deer 
must be reported in-person during 
the youth and novice weekend Oct. 
23-24 and during the regular deer 
season on Nov. 13-28 season. This 

in-person reporting requirement 
allows biologists to collect 
important information from deer 
during these seasons.

Bears must be reported in-
person at a regional big game 
reporting station. The hunter must 
also submit a premolar tooth from 
the bear at the time the bear is 
reported or within 30 days. The 
tooth provides important data on 
the age structure and size of the 
bear population. Envelopes for 
submitting teeth are available at all 
big game reporting stations.

Hunters are required to report 
deer, bear and wild turkeys they 

harvest during the hunting seasons 
within 48 hours. Deer and bear 
must be fi eld-dressed prior to 
reporting, and a hunter must take a 
warden to the kill site of a deer or 
bear if requested by a warden.

The online reporting link for 
deer and turkey as well as a map 
and list of big game reporting 
stations is available under “Hunt” 
on the left side of Vermont Fish 
and Wildlife’s website. 

Fish and Wildlife urges hunters 
to review the 2021 Deer Season 
Guide also available their website 
home page.  

Some kills can be reported online

Police Log
Vt. State
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THETFORD — Competitors 

from county schools fared 
respectably at Saturday’s Thetford 
Woods Trail Run, a major cross-
country invitational meet that 
drew dozens of teams from all 
over Vermont and New England.

The best individual performance 
again came from North Branch 
School ninth-grader Estelle 
Laird, who finished 16th among 
599 runners in the girls’ race in 
20:29.78.

Tiger runners Beth McIntosh 
and Ella Landis finished 57th and 
62nd, respectively, in that race 
as Middlebury, the only scoring 
girls’ team among local schools, 
took 21st among 53 teams that 
entered the minimum five runners. 

Eagle senior Abigail Johnson 
led four Eagle girls by finishing 
in 142nd. Kelsey Adams (315th 
in 25:53.38) and Sara Loyzelle 
(328th in 26:62.23) ran for 
Otter Valley, and Hanna Torrey 
(480th in 29:24.54) was the lone 
Vergennes runner in the race.

The MUHS boys finished 22nd 
among 55 teams, with Baxter 
Harrington leading the way in 
68th. 

Gus Hill finished in 266th to 
lead the 48th-place Eagles, and 
Luke Calvin took 315th to pace 
the 53rd-place Otter boys.

Three Commodore boys took 
to the course, led by Calder 
Rakowski taking 327th.

The scoring runners for the 
Tiger girls and their places 
and times were: 57. McIntosh, 
21:48.81; 62. Landis, 21:54.33; 

90. Seina Dowgowiecz, 22:20.99; 
123. Ava Schneider, 22:53.19; and 
238. Fairley Olson, 24:46.80.

The Eagle girls’ places and times 
were: 142. Johnson, 23:08.79; 
228. Kayla Friend, 24:34.81; 344. 
Maisy Hill, 26:13.54; and 541. 
Ruby Jean Hall, 29:59.41.

Two Connecticut teams ran 1-2 
in the girls’ race, New Milford 
(92) and Glastonbury (125), with 
Burlington (183) in third.

The scoring runners for the Tiger 
boys and their places and times 
were: 68. Harrington, 18:28.18; 
103. Haaken Olsen, 18:51.03; 
122. Nat McVeigh, 19:11.04; 174. 
Baker Nelson, 19:46.55; and 194. 
Aidan Chance, 19:59.72.

The scoring runners for the 
Eagle boys and their places and 
times were: 266. Hill, 20:46.15; 
312. Sean Davison, 21:15.10; 18. 
Abel Atocha, 21.18.58; 394. Hugh 
Ball, 22:00.51; and 396. Norman 
Benoit, 22:01.44.

The scoring runners for the OV 
boys and their places and times 
were: 315. Calvin, 21:15.94; 
440. Dillon Ladd, 22:31.89; 516. 
Calvin Ladd, 24:54.36; 621. 
Baker LaRock, 26:47.17; and 
634. Isaiah Bagley, 27:34.70.

The VUHS runners were 
Rakowski, 327th in 21:23.27; 
Calvin Gramling, 365th in 
21:42.93; and Chris Therrien, 
526th in 23:51.39.

The Tigers’ Division II rival 
U-32 won the boys’ race with 
87 points, followed by Bishop 
Guertin, N.H., (154) and 
Champlain Valley (174). 
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Concert scene

Many delectable indoor music 

options dot the area menu in the 

weeks ahead. See Arts + Leisure.

By the way

Defense rules

The unbeaten Tiger football and 

Eagle fi eld hockey squads are also 

unscored upon. See Page 1B.

Sports Report

Rosters, schedules, coaches’ com-

ments and more are inside in our 

full section on high school teams.

WomenSafe
sees changes 

in leadership 

and its name 

What does ‘local control’ mean?

The concept is changing, and so is the way it drives school discussions

(See County schools, Page 8A)

(See WomenSafe, Page 16A)

(See Streams, Page 15A)

(See Ferrisburgh, Page 14A)

(See SNAP, Page 10A)

Ferrisburgh considers water, 

broadband for ARPA money

Food benefi ts to fall 

short, advocates say

Ripton school independence 

delayed; ACSD talks urged

(See Ripton, Page 10A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — WomenSafe 

is marking this fall with a change 

in leadership, the fi rst success 

stories emerging from the agency’s 

fi rst ever transitional housing for 

survivors of domestic and sexual 

violence, and a commitment to 

changing its organizational name 

to better refl ect the diversity of its 

clients.
One of the biggest changes is the 

departure of Executive Director 

Kerri Duquette-Hoffman after 19 

years with the Middlebury-based 

nonprofi t.
“It’s my personal belief that 

it’s healthy for an agency to have 

executive directors move on, 

eventually, and 19 years seems 

like a reasonable amount of time,” 

Duquette-Hoffman said with a 

hearty laugh. 

“This coincided with us looking 

at what we could do to improve 

racial equity in our agency and fi ght 

the ways that racism shows up. 

And one of those ways is in power 

dynamics. Part of what we’ve been 

looking at is how to use transition 

and succession to also re-envision 

Come support the much-loved 

Trail Around Middlebury at the 

annual TAM Trek, slated for this 

Sunday, Sept. 19. The Trek offers 

several options: A 19-mile course 

for serious trail runners, a 10K 

version, and a 2-mile “family fun 

run” for a more casual experience. 

All participants start and fi nish 

their races in Middlebury’s Wright 

Park, where there will be live 

music, great local raffl e prizes, and 

a delicious post-race buffet. Trek 

entry fees help the Middlebury 

Area Land Trust cover the $18,000 

annual costs of maintaining the 

Streambed
in Ripton 
is getting 
major work
By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Those 

traveling along Route 125 in 

Ripton have been getting a 

fi rsthand look at a $2.5 million 

effort to stabilize key sections 

of the Middlebury River 

stream bank, which has been 

periodically breached during 

heavy rains.

The work, according 

to Vermont Agency of 

Transportation (VTrans) 

offi cials, is scheduled to proceed 

into November and involves a 

total of 1,654 feet in six distinct 

areas of the river bank, spread 

out from about a mile south of 

Ripton village  to a mile north of 

the village. 

The goal, offi cials said, is to 

strengthen weaker shoulders of 

the river so they’re less prone to 

surrendering to fl oodwaters that 

have at times ravaged adjacent 

Route 125 and thus temporarily 

isolated the small mountain 

WORKERS WILL BE  busy well into November making $2.5 million in repairs aimed at strengthening 

the banks of the Middlebury River off Route 125 in Ripton. They are shown here installing river 

diversion devices this summer.

Photo courtesy of VTrans

By ANDY KIRKALDY

FERRISBURGH — The 

Ferrisburgh selectboard last week 

decided to wait before making 

a contribution from its federal 

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 

funding to county nonprofi t internet 

provider Maple Broadband. But this 

week Board Chair Jessica James 

said she will recommend the board 

consider a six-fi gure bequest at its 

next meeting.

Initially, board members said 

on Sept. 7 they needed more 

information from both Maple 

Broadband and the Vergennes-

Panton Water District before giving 

any ARPA money to either entity. 

This past spring Congress 

appropriated $350 billion in the 

American Rescue Plan Act to aid 

state and local governments in 

recovering from the economic 

damage caused by the coronavirus 

pandemic.

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Individuals 

and families who rely on 

3SquaresVT — the federal 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP) in Vermont — 

will get some good news and bad 

news beginning Oct. 1.

First, the good news: SNAP 

benefi ts are slated to increase 

by 25% in order to better 

refl ect current food prices, what 

Americans typically eat, dietary 

guidance, and the nutrients in food 

items, according to the United 

States Department of Agriculture.

Now the bad news, according 

anti-hunger advocates: The 

looming SNAP benefi t increase, 

when viewed in concert with  the 

scheduled Sept. 30 expiration of 

a previous SNAP hike intended 

to help recipients through the 

coronavirus pandemic, still won’t 

refl ect the true costs of setting the 

table with nutritious meals.

In fact, many Vermont SNAP 

recipients are likely to fi nd 

themselves back at square one or 

worse, according to Anore Horton, 

executive director of the nonprofi t 

Hunger Free Vermont.

“Most households that are 

currently enrolled in SNAP are not 

going to experience an increase in 

October from what they’re getting 

right now,” Horton said. “And 

some households are going to 

experience a slight decrease.”

By JOHN FLOWERS

RIPTON — The Vermont State 

Board of Education (VSBE) has 

asked the town of Ripton and 

the Addison Central School 

District Board to re-engage in 

conversations to keep Ripton 

within the ACSD. And the board 

served notice that if those talks 

don’t bear fruit, the small town 

isn’t likely to be granted its wish 

to become an independent school 

district until July 1, 2023.

Addison 
Central 

Superintendent Peter Burrows 

described that as the consensus 

position taken by the VSBE 

at its Wednesday meeting, a 

position taken as the Addison 

Editor’s note: This is the seventh in a 

series about the growing pains of Addison 

County schools in 1965-66 and the Vermont 

Commissioner of Education’s ambitious plan to 

address them.

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS

ADDISON COUNTY — Upon completion 

of a recent series about the challenges faced 

by county schools in the mid-1960s, the 

Independent reached out to a number of local 

and state educators and education experts to 

get their take on what lessons, if any, might 

be learned by looking at previous upheavals in 

education history.

The conversations were lively and 

illuminating and touched on many topics in 

great depth. But one theme, “local control,” 

proved to be a hot topic.

What does the “local” in “local control” 

mean? How has it changed? Does it need more 

refi ning or expanding still?

These diffi cult questions prompted a number 

of thoughtful responses, as readers will see 

below.
WILLIAM MATHIS

William Mathis is a senior policy advisor 

to the National Education Policy Center at 

the University of Colorado-Boulder, a former 

superintendent of the Rutland Northeast 

Supervisory Union and a former member of the 

Vermont State Board of Education. He lives in 

Goshen.
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Platform for the people

THE PASSENGER RAIL platform under construction in Middlebury has been humming with activity for the past few weeks as workers 

from a veritable alphabet of construction and support companies — VHB Engineering, GPI/Greenman-Pederson, DE Collins and CSE 

Inc., among them — hurry to complete the project while the nice weather holds. Train service is not expected to start until next spring.

Independent photo/Steve James

SNAP increases won’t offset defi ciency

Interested in selling the Addison Independent at your business? 
Call 802.388.4944

or email frontdesk@addisonindependent.com.

Stop by any of these 60+ locations 
for your copy of Addison County’s 

award-winning community newspaper!
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Ag artistry

Images of farm animals adorn 

pottery and pencil drawings in a  

new exhibit. See Arts + Leisure.

By 
the 
way

Back in action

High school sports teams see 

their fi rst games and meets this 

weekend. See Sports, Page 1B.

Depot update

New Haven now has money and 

plans to move the historic Junc-

tion rail station. See Page 3A.

Bristol PD patches to 

benefi t local charities

Restaurants’ struggle to fi nd qualifed help intensifi es

Some shift to takeout, others cut hours

$10M in repairs eyed for mobile home parks

Funds to be used to improve affordable housing

(See Trailer parks, Page 11A)

Voters OK Ripton exit and

Middlebury solar proposal

(See Votes, Page 8A)

Ripton’s quest for school

services gets tougher

Town needs busing, special ed help

(See Help wanted, Page 16A)

(See Patches, Page 12A)

(See Ripton, Page 12A)

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Small 

numbers of voters in six 

Addison County towns showed 

up at the polls on Tuesday to 

approve Middlebury’s $323,000 

investment in a solar project in 

Bristol’s former landfi ll, and to 

endorse a fi nancial separation 

agreement between the town of 

Ripton and the Addison Central 

School District.

Middlebury residents 

voted 530-109 to buy into the 

500-kilowatt Bristol Community 

Solar (BCS) project through 

a 25-year bond. The Acorn 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — An ongoing 

labor shortage is forcing an 

increasing number of area food-

service businesses to either reduce 

their operating hours, transition to 

takeout only, or temporarily replace 

some of their in-house hours with 

a food truck option requiring less 

staff to manage.

In related news, Middlebury 

College and Better Middlebury 

Partnership offi cials are 

organizing a job fair that would 

pair college student workers with 

local businesses in dire need of 

employees. A specifi c date and 

time for the job fair had yet to be 

fi nalized as the Independent went 

to press on Wednesday, but it 

appeared it would be hosted by the 

college sometime late this month.

The worker shortage is a national 

problem, and has been exacerbated 

by the COVID-19 pandemic. The 

Independent reported this past 

March on the scope and impacts 

of the concerning trend, which 

is having a particularly profound 

effect on the food service industry.

Matt and Caroline Corrente 

were super-excited two years ago 

upon opening Haymaker Bun Co. 

and The Arcadian restaurant in 

the former home of The Lobby 

restaurant at 7 Bakery Lane in 

Middlebury. Both enterprises 

quickly gained a loyal following, 

and Haymaker continues to chug 

along with a small staff turning out 

tasty baked goods.

But The Arcadian, like virtually 

all Addison County restaurants 

these days, hasn’t been able to fi ll 

multiple job slots — particularly in 

By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — The Addison 

County Community Trust (ACCT) 

will soon launch a $2 million effort 

to install a communal septic system 

at Middlebury’s Lindale Mobile 

Home Park in Middlebury.

And that’s just a start.

The nonprofi t ACCT is 

preparing to make $10 million in 

improvements over the next nine 

years to aging infrastructure within 

several of the nine mobile home 

parks the organization owns and 

operates in Addison County. 

These nine parks together 

host 340 home sites that make 

homeownership a reality for many 

low- and middle-income families 

who can’t afford market-rate 

mortgages or apartment rents.

Sitting on 38 acres off Route 

116, Lindale is one of ACCT’s 

largest mobile home parks, and 

its wastewater infrastructure is 

rapidly deteriorating, noted Elise 

Shanbacker, the organization’s 

executive director.

“Lindale Mobile Home Park 

is a critical source of affordable 

workforce housing just a few miles 

from downtown Middlebury,” 

she said. “This investment will 

replace the ailing, 50-year-old 

septic systems and ensure that the 

67 families residing at Lindale will 

have clean water and an affordable, 

sustainable place to call home for 

generations to come.”

Specifi cally, the investment will 

create a community septic system 

with a leach fi eld on 25 acres of 

recently purchased land.

This coming Monday, Sept. 6, 

is Labor Day, a federal holiday 

that pays tribute to American 

workers’ contributions and 

accomplishments. Banks, 

government offi ces and public 

transit — including ACTR/

TriValley Transit will be closed. 

Labor Day is also the traditional 

day that U.S. Senator Bernie 

Sanders barnstorms around the 

state talking to constituents. This 

year is no exception. Bernie will 

speak at the Middlebury town 

green at 4 p.m., plus there will 

be food and live music. Masks 

are encouraged, regardless of 

vaccination status. As chair 

of the U.S. Senate Budget 

Committee, Sanders introduced 

a historic budget resolution that 

passed the Senate on Aug. 11, 

By JOHN 

FLOWERS

RIPTON — With 

the town of Ripton 

essentially home-

free in its bid to 

separate from the 

Addison Central 

School District (see 

vote story at the top 

of this page), the 

tiny town now faces 

the huge task of 

fi nding an entity that 

could help it secure 

special education, 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 

central offi ce and 

other crucial services 

for its students.

The newly elected 

Ripton School Board 

has been counting on 

the town being paired 

with a supervisory 

union in the region 

that could provide 

the aforementioned services. 

But offi cials recently received 

discouraging news from two 

sources that could make their 

quest even harder:

• Vermont Education Secretary 

Daniel French 

recommended that 

Ripton act as its own 

standalone school 

district.
• The supervisory 

union Ripton hoped 

to tap for services 

declined.
Secretary French 

on Aug. 25 said 

he’d recommend to 

the Vermont State 

Board of Education 

that it designate the 

town of Ripton as its 

own school district, 

thereby negating 

the prospect of 

Ripton affi liating 

with a nearby 

supervisory union. 

That would require 

the community 

to secure its own 

special education, 

transportation and 

central offi ce services for its 

students.
The state board of education, 

tentatively scheduled to meet with 

Ripton in mid-September, could 

“Ripton’s 

withdrawal 

from ACSD 

was based on 

communication 

we received from 

the state board’s 

legal counsel 

that strongly 

suggested the 

option of Ripton 

being their 

own (school 

district) was 

not feasible, 

nor desirable” 

because of to 

town’s size.

— Ripton School 

Board member 

Joanna Doria

By CHRISTOPHER 

ROSS
BRISTOL — 

Many Bristol 

residents will tell you 

their police offi cers 

put their hearts into 

their work, greeting 

folks and listening to 

community concerns 

while out on patrol, 

offering friendly 

smiles during school 

drop-off or pickup, 

helping people get 

help.
Starting next 

month, the Bristol 

Police Department 

will take it a bit 

further, in a manner 

of speaking, and wear 

their hearts on their 

sleeves.
Throughout October, BPD 

uniforms will feature specially 

made commemorative patches with 

pink lettering and borders, in honor 

of breast cancer 

awareness month.

Not only that, but 

the department will 

be selling the limited 

edition patches to 

raise money for 

a cancer-related 

charity — one it 

hopes local residents 

will help choose.

“We’re always 

bouncing ideas off 

each other about 

ways to engage with 

the community,” said 

BPD Offi cer Josh 

Turner, who joined 

the department in 

June 2020. 
Turner pitched the 

patch idea to Chief 

Bruce Nason after 

seeing a new design put out by the 

Winooski Police Department.

Nason thought it was a great idea 

and donated the fi rst 300 patches, 

OFFICER JOSH TURNER, left, and Chief Bruce Nason of the Bristol Police Department display the fi rst 

of what they hope will be a long line of commemorative patches. The BPD plans to sell the patches and 

donate the proceeds to various charities, based on community input. Department offi cers will be wearing 

the pink edition of the patch in October, for breast cancer awareness. Independent photo/Christopher Ross

“Our focus is 

on community 

policing. We’re 

in front of the 

schools so kids 

can see us. 

We try to be 

out walking a 

minimum of twice 

a day. People 

will often see us 

and take that 

opportunity to let 

us know about 

things that are 

going on.”
— Bristol Police 

Chief Bruce Nason

Moving music
MEMBERS OF THE Vermont Symphony Orchestra perform the score to the animated fi lm “Two Balloons” — the story of two 

adventurous lemurs navigating their dirigibles around the world — this past Friday at Middlebury College’s Robison Hall as part of a 

special event at the Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival. The fi ve-day festival brought hundreds of cinephiles to town along with 45 

fi lmmakers; more than 120 fi lms were screened. See more photos from MNFF 7 in Arts + Leisure. Independent photo/Steve James
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Baton passing
Middlebury College Community Chorus Director Jeff Rehbach will step down. See Arts + Leisure.

By 
the 
way

Booters rolling
The Tiger girls’ and VUHS boys’ soccer teams both got off to good starts. See Sports, Page 1B.

Rescue salute
Our special pullout honors the many area fi rst responders who help those in need.

Shoreham land eyedfor affordable housing

Tree-killing beetle spreadsto Middlebury landscape

(See Emerald Ash, Page 10A)

(See MNFF, Page 13A)

(See Shoreham, Page 11A)

Film festival gave thrills, nostalgia
Attendees happyto again fi ll theaters

Masks will stay on in local schools
County districts agree; Scott recommends COVID precaution 4 more weeks

(See Masks, Page 10A)

New reportdetails localhousing
challenges

(See Housing, Page 14A)
United Way seeking$635K in fund drive

(See United Way, Page 13A)

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Addison County’s population continues to gray as its school-age population declines, and the ability of this region to get younger is hampered by the lack of housing stock for low- to moderate-income families.It’s been a common lament in our area — and indeed the entirety of Vermont — for around 20 years. But now the true dimensions of the county’s housing and population challenges have been condensed into a new Addison County Regional Planning Commission report that can be used by municipal planners, developers and citizens to begin turning the tide on what is fast becoming a crisis.Katie Raycroft-Meyer, a community planner with ACRPC, spent more than a year carefully compiling the organization’s latest housing and population report, to be a major component of the county’s regional plan. She combed through myriad sources — including the federal Census Bureau, the 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — The United Way of Addison County (UWAC) has set the same $635,000 fundraising goal for 2021 that it did for 2020. And organizers are hoping that just like last year donations end up topping that target.
“With the uncertainty of the economy and everything else going on in the world, we decided to keep a rather conservative goal for the year ahead, hoping we’ll be able to exceed it,” said UWAC Executive Director Helena Van Voorst.The UWAC has 29 Addison County nonprofi t partners with 

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Organizers of the seventh annual Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival, dubbed MNFF7, estimated around 600 people took in one or more of the 120 fi lms screened at four venues in the county’s shire town Aug. 25-29. And viewers obligingly adhered to mandatory proof-of-vaccination and other safety protocols in exchange for a fi rst-rate, in-person movie experience.Festival Producer Lloyd Komesar and Artistic Director Jay Craven knew they could offer a great lineup of fi lms, but were unsure how many eyes they would draw to the screens. After all, this was the fi rst in-person MNFF since 2019; last year’s festival was offered virtually, due to the COVID-19 pandemic.Turns out there was no need to worry. Film enthusiasts eagerly snapped up seats, with some movies drawing 80-plus spectators, according to Komesar and Craven.“(The COVID safety protocols) made them feel more comfortable being there, and I think they liked the fact we got out in front of it,” 

By CHRISTOPHER ROSSMIDDLEBURY — A second Addison County town has confi rmed the presence of the emerald ash borer.Last month a trap hanging from an ash tree on the Middlebury town green showed evidence of the invasive species, and was subsequently confi rmed 

by state offi cials, according to Middlebury Tree Committee member Judy Wiger-Grohs.Middlebury, along with eight other county communities, had been designated as a “high risk area” for the destructive beetle in June 2019, after an infestation was discovered in Bristol.

By ANDY KIRKALDYADDISON COUNTY — All three Addison 
County school district superintendents 
confi rmed that in-school mask mandates for 
students, staff and visitors would remain in 
place for the foreseeable future.Initially, schools in the county and around the 
state had started the school year with a 10-day 
masking policy. But with several cases already 
cropping up in Addison Central and Addison 
Northwest schools, never mind the rest of the 

county and state, the superintendents said the 
districts would stay the course.The Department of Education website as of 
this Tuesday reported 81 students around the 
state had been in schools while infectious. That 
total did not include several cases at Barre Town 
School, which announced on Tuesday it would 
close on Wednesday because of several new 
cases, according to VTDigger.org. Gov. Phil Scott at his Wednesday press 
conference declined, however, to declare a state 

of emergency that would allow a universal mask 
mandate in the state’s schools.Scott said there already exists a “near universal 
mask mandate” without a declaration of a 
state of emergency. Scott did ask that schools 
maintain their existing masking policies for 
another four weeks, through Oct. 4, regardless 
of their vaccination statuses.He also announced that schools achieving 
high vaccination rates would be eligible for 

By JOHN FLOWERSSHOREHAM — This year’s Shoreham Apple Festival will boast more than the usual celebration of fruit, families and fun.The highly anticipated event on Sept. 19 will also invite the public to view and give feedback on the potential for a large piece of town-owned land in the village to host a mixed-use development that would include affordable housing for individuals and families.The focus is the so-called Farnham property, a 326-acre parcel in Shoreham Village that borders a sizable stretch of Route 22A and a small portion of Main Street. Town voters in 1999 agreed to purchase the land for $130,000. 

A small portion of it now hosts the community’s wastewater treatment facility. Another section is being set aside for passive recreational use, including walking trails.But Shoreham offi cials believe the land could provide even more benefi ts to local residents — including new housing and a source of municipal gravel.With that in mind, the town’s planning commission a few years ago formed the “Future Housing in Shoreham Village Working Group.” The eight-person panel landed a $15,000 grant last year and has been working with the Addison County Regional Planning Commission (ACRPC) 

THIS IMAGE SHOWS the concept of an affordable/workforce housing development on Shoreham’s 

town-owned land off Main Street (at the bottom of the image) and Route 22A (to the right). A local ad hoc 

committee and the Addison County Regional Planning Commission are exploring the housing concepts, 

which will be showcased for public feedback at the Sept. 19 Shoreham Apple Festival.
Graphic courtesy of Addison County Regional Planning Commission

Vermont House Speaker Jill Krowinski and Senate President Pro Tem Becca Balint, along with area lawmakers, will hold an “Addison County Conversation” about how the state could best use new state and federal resources at its disposal during the next few years. That virtual conversation is set for Thursday, Sept. 9, from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Lawmakers want local feedback on how “once in a lifetime” federal pandemic-related money and increased state revenues could transform and shape the 

The people’s senator U.S. SEN. Bernie Sanders, above, speaks to a crowd of around 650 people on the Middlebury town green on Monday afternoon. In 

the spirit of Labor Day, he and U.S. Rep. Peter Welch, below left, described ways they are working to instill dignity and power in the 

American workforce. One way they advocated is through a $3.5 trillion human service infrastructure bill that Bernie is pushing through 

the Senate. See Story on Page 2A.

Independent photos/Steve James
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Ferrisburgh considers water, 

broadband for ARPA money

Food benefi ts to fall 

short, advocates say

Ripton school independence 

delayed; ACSD talks urged
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Streambed
in Ripton 
is getting 
major work
By JOHN FLOWERS

MIDDLEBURY — Those 

MIDDLEBURY — Those 

MIDDLEBURY

traveling along Route 125 in 

Ripton have been getting a 

fi rsthand look at a $2.5 million 

effort to stabilize key sections 

of the Middlebury River 

stream bank, which has been 

periodically breached during 

heavy rains.

The work, according 

to Vermont Agency of 

Transportation (VTrans) 

offi cials, is scheduled to proceed 

into November and involves a 

total of 1,654 feet in six distinct 

areas of the river bank, spread 

out from about a mile south of 

Ripton village  to a mile north of 

the village. 

The goal, offi cials said, is to 

strengthen weaker shoulders of 

the river so they’re less prone to 

surrendering to fl oodwaters that 

have at times ravaged adjacent 

Route 125 and thus temporarily 

isolated the small mountain 

WORKERS WILL BE  busy well into November making $2.5 million in repairs aimed at strengthening 

the banks of the Middlebury River off Route 125 in Ripton. They are shown here installing river 

Photo courtesy of VTrans

on Sept. 7 they needed more 

information from both Maple 

Broadband and the Vergennes-

Panton Water District before giving 

any ARPA money to either entity. 

This past spring Congress 

appropriated $350 billion in the 

American Rescue Plan Act to aid 

state and local governments in 

recovering from the economic 

damage caused by the coronavirus 

pandemic.

scheduled Sept. 30 expiration of 

a previous SNAP hike intended 

to help recipients through the 

coronavirus pandemic, still won’t 

refl ect the true costs of setting the 

table with nutritious meals.

In fact, many Vermont SNAP 

recipients are likely to fi nd 

themselves back at square one or 

worse, according to Anore Horton, 

executive director of the nonprofi t 

Hunger Free Vermont.

“Most households that are 

currently enrolled in SNAP are not 

going to experience an increase in 

October from what they’re getting 

right now,” Horton said. “And 

some households are going to 

experience a slight decrease.”

isn’t likely to be granted its wish 

to become an independent school 

Central 

Superintendent Peter Burrows 

described that as the consensus 

position taken by the VSBE 

at its Wednesday meeting, a 
Addison 

SNAP increases won’t offset defi ciency
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Rescue salute
Our special pullout honors the many area fi rst responders who help those in need.

Masks will stay on in local schools
County districts agree; Scott recommends COVID precaution 4 more weeks

(See Masks, Page 10A)10A)10

New reportdetails localhousing
challenges

14A)14A)14
United Way seeking$635K in fund drive

By JOHN FLOWERSMIDDLEBURY — Addison County’s population continues to gray as its school-age population declines, and the ability of this region to get younger is hampered by the lack of housing stock for low- to moderate-income families.It’s been a common lament in our area — and indeed the entirety of Vermont — for around 20 years. But now the true dimensions of the county’s housing and population challenges have been condensed into a new Addison County Regional Planning Commission report that can be used by municipal planners, developers and citizens to begin turning the tide on what is 
Katie Raycroft-Meyer, a community planner with ACRPC, spent more than a year carefully compiling the organization’s latest housing and population report, to be a major component of the county’s regional plan. She combed through myriad sources — including the federal Census Bureau, the 

MIDDLEBURY — The United Way of Addison County (UWAC) has set the same $635,000 fundraising goal for 2021 that it did for 2020. And organizers are hoping that just like last year donations end up topping that 
“With the uncertainty of the economy and everything else going on in the world, we decided to keep a rather conservative goal for the year ahead, hoping we’ll be able to exceed it,” said UWAC Executive 

The UWAC has 29 Addison County nonprofi t partners with 

of emergency that would allow a universal mask 
mandate in the state’s schools.Scott said there already exists a “near universal 
mask mandate” without a declaration of a 
state of emergency. Scott did ask that schools 
maintain their existing masking policies for 
another four weeks, through Oct. 4, regardless 
of their vaccination statuses.He also announced that schools achieving 
high vaccination rates would be eligible for 

ADDISON:
West Addison General 

Store
BRANDON: 
Brandon Discount 

Beverage
Champlain Farms
Hannaford
Jiffy Mart
Junction Store & Deli
Mac’s Market
Union Street Grocery
Walgreen’s
 BRIDPORT:
Pratt’s Store
B RISTOL:
Bristol Country Store
Bristol Discount 

Beverage
Champlain Farms
Maplefi elds
Shaw’s

Walgreen’s
E AST MIDDLEBURY:
Mac’s Market
Maplefi elds
Otter East Bakery & Deli
F ERRISBURGH:
Jiffy Mart
F OREST DALE:
Forest Dale Grocery
H ANCOCK:
Hubbard’s Store
L INCOLN:
Lincoln General Store
 MIDDLEBURY:
Addison Independent
  Offi ce
Champlain Farms
Costello’s Market
Greg’s Market
Hannaford
Kinney Drugs
Maplefi elds

Middlebury Discount 
Beverage

Middlebury Inn
Middlebury Natural Foods 

Co-op
Middlebury Short Stop
Paris Farmers Union
Rosie’s
Shaw’s
Stone Mill Public Market
The Vermont Book Shop
Village Depot
Walgreen’s
N EW HAVEN: 
Jiffy Mart (7 & 17)
Maplefi elds
Village Green Market
 N. FERRISBURGH:
N. Ferrisburgh Short Stop
O RWELL:
Buxton’s Store
R IPTON:

Ripton Country Store
 SALISBURY:
Kampersville Store
 SHOREHAM:
Shoreham Service Center
 STARKSBORO:
Jerusalem 4-Corners 

Store
V ERGENNES:
BJ’s Farm Supply
Champlain Farms
Community Market
Kinney Drugs
Shaw’s
Maplefi elds Vergennes
Vergennes Wine
Vermont Discount Food

PAPERS ALSO 
AVAILABLE AT:

Eastview at Middlebury
Porter Hospital/Rehab

See what’s happening on the

TIGER BAXTER HARRINGTON leads a pod of runners around a curve at Saturday’s Thetford Woods Trail Run. Harrington finished 68th 
among 699 competitors to help the Tigers finish 22nd among 55 scoring teams at the major invitational cross-country meet.

Photo by Joe McVeigh

MUHS RUNNERS BETH McIntosh, front left, and Ella Landis, front right, paced the Tiger girls to a 21st-place finish among 53 teams from 
around New England at Saturday’s Thetford Woods Trail Run. Both easily cracked the top 100 among 599 competitors.

Photo by Joe McVeigh

ScheduleSchedule
HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Football
10/9 OV at Mt. Abe  ....................... 1 PM
10/9 MUHS at CVU ....................... 1 PM
10/15 MMU at MUHS .................... 7 PM
10/15 Mt. Abe at Milton .................. 7 PM
10/16 Woodstock at OV ................. 1 PM

Field Hockey
10/7 OV at MUHS .......................... 4 PM
10/9 OV at Bellows Falls ............... Noon
10/9 Mt. Abe at MMU ....................11 AM
10/12  Woodstock at OV ................ 4 PM
10/13 Burlington at MUHS ............. 4 PM
10/13 CVU at Mt. Abe .................... 4 PM
10/15 MUHS at Mt. Mansfield ........ 4 PM
10/15 Essex at Mt. Abe .................. 4 PM
10/16  OV at Springfield ...............11 AM

Girls’ Soccer
10/8 VUHS at Rice ........................ 4 PM
10/8 Mt. Abe at MUHS  .................. 4 PM
10/9 OV at Hartford ......................10 AM
10/8 VUHS at Rice ........................ 4 PM

10/8 Mt. Abe at MUHS  .................. 4 PM
10/9 OV at Hartford   ....................10 AM
10/11 U-32 at Mt. Abe .................... 4 PM
10/11 Stowe at VUHS .................... 4 PM
10/12 OV at Mill River .................... 4 PM
10/15 OV at Woodstock    .............. 4 PM
10/16 VUHS at Milton .................... 6 PM

Boys’ Soccer
10/7 GMVS at VUHS ..................... 4 PM
10/7 OV at Green Mountain  .......... 4 PM
10/9 VUHS at Rice .......................10 AM
10/9 MUHS at MVU  .....................10 AM
10/9 OV at Woodstock  .................  1 PM
10/11 Mt. Abe at GMVS ................. 4 PM
10/12 VUHS at Missisquoi ............. 4 PM
10/12 Stratton at OV ...................... 4 PM
10/15 Rice at Mt. Abe  ................... 4 PM
10/15 VUHS at MUHS  .................. 4 PM
10/16 OV at Fair Haven  ................ 1 PM

Cross Country
10/12.......................... VUHS at Richford
10/16.............. NVAC Meet at Missisquoi

COLLEGE SPORTS

Field Hockey
10/9 Bates at Midd ......................... Noon
10/10 Tufts at Midd ........................ 1 PM
10/16 Midd at Colby ....................... Noon

Men’s Soccer
10/9 Bates at Midd ......................... Noon
10/10 Tufts at Midd ................... 2:30 PM
10/13 E. Nazarene at Midd ............ 3 PM

Runners vie in Thetford

10/16 Midd at Colby ....................... 2 PM
Women’s Soccer

10/9 Bates at Midd ........................11 AM
10/10 Tufts at Midd ........................ Noon
10/16 Midd at Colby ......................11 AM

Football
10/9 Amherst at Midd ..................... 2 PM
10/16 Midd at Colby ....................... 1 PM

EAGLE SENIOR ABIGAIL Johnson again paced the non-scoring 
Mount Abe girls’ contingent at this Saturday’s Thetford Woods Trail 
Run. Johnson finished among the top 25% of the 599 runners from 
around Vermont and New England in her race.

Photo by Joe McVeigh
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Join us for a 
MAPLE 100 WEEKEND

October 9 & 10, 2021
9am - 2pm

486 Cider Mill Road, 
Cornwall

802-373-7000

Come and experience what Vermont is famous for:  
MAPLE SYRUP AND FALL COLORS!

Enjoy a guided tour of the farm in the height of the 
foliage season!

Coffee, milk, cider, maple cream donuts, and fresh 
baked apple pies from Sunrise Orchards

Interactive displays of equipment and a Kid’s Zone!

OPEN TUES & WED.,   7AM-3PM, THURS-SAT 7AM-4:30

We have sweet and savory breakfast 
items as well as salads and 

sandwiches for lunch! 

OtterCreekBakery.com

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDDLEBURY, VT  |  802-388-3371

Please fi nd the full menu 
on our website at 
OtterCreekBakery.com.
Call 802-388-3371 
OR e-mail order inquiries to 
info@ottercreekbakery.com

calendarcalendar
communitycommunity

info@addisoncountypcc.org • addisoncountypcc.org • 388-3171

Helping Young Families Get The Right Start

• Community Playgroups
• Parent Education Classes
• Home Visits
• Pregnancy Prevention Programs
• Parent Training & Child Center

Age Well grab-and-go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, Oct. 8, 3:30 p.m., 

Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 116. 
Meatloaf dinner served with mashed potatoes, 
mixed vegetables, dinner roll, date bar and 
milk. Please stay in your car. Drive up, check-
in, contact free pick up. Call Michelle to reserve 
by Tuesday, Oct. 5, at 802-377-1419. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any 
age. Free ride or pick-up and delivery may be 
provided. Call TVT at 388-2287 to inquire. TVT 
requires 48-hour notice.

Monthly wildlife walk in 
Middlebury. Saturday, Oct. 9, 8 a.m., 

intersection of Weybridge St. and Pulp 
Mill Bridge Rd. Join Otter Creek Audubon and 
the Middlebury Area Land Trust to help them 
survey birds and other wildlife at Otter View Park 
and the Hurd Grassland. Meet at the parking 
area of Otter View Park. Birders of all ages 
and abilities welcome. Take common sense 
COVID-19 precautions. Stay home if you are 
feeling ill; wear a mask if you are unvaccinated. 
For more information call 388-6019. 

Bread Loaf trail crew work day. Saturday, Oct. 
9. Rain date Sunday, Oct. 10. Email will be sent 
to the crew list as the date gets closer. If you 
are interested in joining contact David Morrissey, 
dfmorrissey117@gmail.com or Ellen Cronan, 
908-595-2926. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

Used book sale in Vergennes. Saturday, Oct. 9, 9 
a.m.-noon, Bixby Memorial Library, 258 Main St. 

Quilting in the Land of Milk and Honey quilt 
show in Middlebury. Saturday, Oct. 9, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m., and Sunday, Oct. 10, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Middlebury Rec Center, 154 Creek Rd. 
The Milk & Honey Quilters’ Guild invites quilters 
throughout the area to display their quilts in the 
guild’s sixth biennial show. Quilters of all skill 
levels, including youth, are welcome to enter. 
The show will also feature art quilts by Jeanette 
Van Bueren, 62 art quilts from a national traveling 
exhibit entitled OURstory Quilts: Human Rights 
Stories in Fabric, and Quilts of Valor made for 
veterans and active-duty service members. Also 
a basket raffle, a gift boutique, vendors, and 
a raffle quilt. Lunch and refreshments will be 
available for purchase. Masks required.

Craft Fair in Brandon. Saturday, Oct. 9, Estabrook 
Park, 960 Grove St. Brandon’s annual craft fair 
will have more than 90 vendors and five food 
trucks. Bring friends and have a great time. Free 
admission and free parking. Leashed dogs are 
welcome.

Bristol Horse Day in Bristol. Saturday, Oct. 9, 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. Horse Ring, Liberty St. Celebrate 
horses and the revival of Bristol’s horse riding 
ring. Meet horses face to muzzle. Riding, driving 
and other demonstrations; used tack sale, 
refreshments and much more. Free. More info 
at bristolvtrec.com.

Bridport Seniors fall fling in Bridport. Saturday, 
Oct. 9, 10:45 a.m.- 1 p.m., Bridport Community/
Masonic Hall, 52 Crown Point Rd. A Special Age 
Well event. Doors open at 10:45 a.m., Deuces 
Wild plays 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Menu includes baked 
ham dinner with mashed potatoes, baby carrots, 
and roll catered by Pratt’s. Local apples and 
homemade cookies for dessert. Meal served 
at noon. Ticket deadline Oct. 3. $5 suggested 
donation. Call Michelle to arrange for ticket 
pick-up at 802-377-1419. All attendees must 
be fully vaccinated against COVID-19. Please 
stay home if you don’t feel well or have been in 
contact with someone who has tested positive. 
Masks may be required unless seated.

Sister-to-Sister fall gathering in Middlebury. 
Saturday, Oct, 9, 2-4 p.m., 26 Blinn Lane, 
Middlebury College. The college’s Sister-to-
Sister Program is inviting all vaccinated middle 
school students (12+) to its first (outside) event. 
Participants will be decorating pumpkins, making 
slime, eating doughnuts and playing bingo. 
RSVP at go.middlebury.edu/stsevent.

“A Signal Victory: Bennington, August 16, 
1777” talk in Orwell. Saturday, Oct. 9, 2 p.m., 
Mount Independence State Historic Site, 472 Mt. 
Independence Rd. Author, historian, and Mount 
Independence Coalition board member Ennis 
Duling will speak about the Battle of Bennington, 
centering on people and their personalities, 
especially John Stark of New Hampshire and 
Seth Warner of Vermont. In conjunction with the 
Orwell Free Library reading program. Please 
wear masks in the auditorium. Call 802-948-2000 
to reserve a seat. Cost included in regular site 
admission of $5 adults/free for those under 15. 

Takeout only turkey and all the fixin’s supper 
in Vergennes. Saturday, Oct. 9, 5-6 p.m., 
Vergennes United Methodist Church, Main 
Street, across from the Vergennes Opera House. 
Menu includes roast turkey, mashed potatoes, 
stuffing, vegetable, roll and dessert. Adults $12.  
Take out preorder only. Must place order by 7 
p.m., Thursday, Oct. 7. Call 802-877-3150.

Quilting in the Land of Milk and 
Honey quilt show in Middlebury. 

See Oct. 9 listing.
Horseshoe Mania and Cornhole 

tournament to benefit Brian Simmons in 
Bristol. Sunday, Oct. 10, 9:30 a.m. onwards, 
Sodbusters Horseshoe Pitching Club, 110 
Airport Dr. Horseshoes entry fee $20. Check in 
at 9:30 a.m., play at 10 a.m. Cornhole entry fee 
$20. Check in at noon, play after lunch. Bring a 
dish to share and have fun with this wonderful 
caring man. More info contact Mike Brown, 
(horseshoes) at 453-2219 or Tracey Pecor, 
(cornhole) at 377-2478.

Ripton Ridge Run in Ripton. Sunday, Oct. 10, 
12:30 p.m., Ripton Elementry School, Ripton-
Lincoln Rd. Both an in-person and virtual event. 
A 5K/10K run or 5K fun walk on Ripton’s paved 
and dirt roads. Bagged lunch for all entrants, as 
well as awards and a raffle will follow the run. 
Due to COVID precautions, the school will be 
closed and everything will take place outside. 
Face masks are required except when running or 
eating. There is also a virtual run/walk option for 

FRIDAYoct
8

SATURDAYoct
9

SUNDAYoct
10

folks from anywhere across the globe. Register 
online at riptonridgerun.org or on race day from 
11 a.m.-noon. Fee of $40 adults/$30 seniors 65 
and up/$25 15 and under, includes race, lunch, a 
raffle ticket, and a long-sleeved race t-shirt.

Race for the Rest of Us in Middlebury. Sunday, 
Oct. 10, 3-6 p.m., United Way of Addison County, 
Wilson Rd. UWAC’s 0.5K “race” will kick off 
shortly after 3 p.m., racers crossing the line at 
Middlebury Fitness will be greeted by cool tunes 
by Deb Brisson and the Hay Burners, delicious 
cuisine by Viva El Sabor, a craft activity table and 
wingspan art from Find Your Wings, lawn games, 
and more. For folks of all ages. Walk, run, or skip 
— just have fun with it. Cost: $20 adult/$10 child. 
All of the funds raised will go directly back into 
supporting the Addison County community.

MAUSD Early Education 
Developmental Screening in Bristol. 

Monday, Oct. 11, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Bristol 
Elementary School, 57 Mountain St. Children play 
in an early childhood classroom while parents 
share about their child and learn more about their 
child’s communication, social emotional, cognitive 
and motor development. Free. Screening takes 
about one hour.  Time slots available are 9-10 
a.m., 11 a.m.-noon and 1-2 p.m. Children MAUSD 
who are three or four years old, or turned five 
years old after Sept. 1, 2020, are invited. More 
info and scheduling call MAUSD Early Education 
Program at 802-453-3674.

S.148 Environmental justice 
webinar. Tuesday, Oct. 12, Zoom. 

Join a virtual panel discussion to raise 
awareness of and support for Vermont’s S.148: 
An act relating to environmental justice in Vermont 
that seeks to establish an environmental justice 
policy for the state of Vermont and would require 
state agencies to incorporate environmental 
justice into their work.  Panelists include State 
Sen. Kesha Ram; Judy Dow, Abenaki Educator 
and Executive Director of Gedakina Sebbi Wu, 
Climate and Equity Advocate with the VPIRG. 
Register at tinyurl.com/S148panel.

American Red Cross Blood Drive in Middlebury. 
Tuesday, Oct. 12, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Vermont Hard 
Cider, 1321 Exchange St. Donations of blood or 
platelets are needed to help replenish severely 
depleted supplies.

Spanish and English conversation partners for 
adults in Vergennes. Begins Tuesday, Oct. 12, 
7 p.m., Bixby Memorial Library community room, 
258 Main St. Conversations will be guided by a 
weekly topic, bilingual materials and translators.  
Connect with neighbors. Practice another 
language. Beginning speakers are encouraged 
to attend. Sessions continue on Oct. 19 and 26, 
and Nov. 2, 9 and 16. Join 1 session or them all. 
Native English speakers RSVP to Melanie Cote 
at melanie.cote@bixbylibrary.org or at 877-2211.

Age Well grab-and-go meal in 
Vergennes. Wednesday, Oct 13, 

10:30 a.m., St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 85 S. 
Maple St. Menu of chicken cacciatore, seasoned 
potatoes, peas and carrots, wheat bread, yellow 
birthday cake and milk. Loop around the parking 
lot to the check in spot. Stay in your car. Meal will 
be put in your back seat or trunk. Call Michelle to 
reserve by Sunday, Oct. 10, at 377-1419. Open 
to anyone age 60 and over. Call Tri-Valley Transit 
(TVT) at 388-2287 if you need a ride or a meal 
delivery. TVT requires a minimum 48-hour notice. 

Age Well grab-and-go meal in Shoreham. 
Wednesday, Oct. 13, 11a.m.-noon, Halfway 
House, Route 22A. Menu of Spaghetti and 
meatballs, vegetables, and dessert. Honk once 

MONDAYoct
11

TUESDAYoct
12

WEDNESDAYoct
13

at back door, meals will be brought out. Open to 
anyone age 60 and up and their spouse of any age. 
Call the restaurant to reserve at least 24-hours in 
advance. 802-897-5160. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 388-2287 to 
inquire. TVT requires a 48 hour notice. 

Flu shot clinic in New Haven. Wednesday, Oct. 
13, noon-3 p.m. New Haven town gym, 50 North 
St. Protect yourself and your loved ones against 
influenza. Open to the public (must be 18+), 
and pre-registration is available. To register for 
the flu clinic online, visit kinneydrugs.as.me/
NewHavenLibrary. For additional questions 
contact the New Haven Library at (802) 453-4015.

“Perennial Perspectives in Food 
Systems” panel and workshop 

in Middlebury. Thursday, Oct. 14, 
4:30-6:30 p.m., Wilson Hall, McCullough 

Student Center, 14 Old Chapel Rd. Part of the 
New Perennials Project Perennial Harvest Days, 
a series of events throughout October that share, 
explore and deepen the work of New Perennials 
partners in food systems, education, health and 
wellbeing, creative arts, and faith and sacred 
practice traditions. More info at new.perennials.org/
harvestdays. Free and open to the public. (Current 
CDC and Vermont COVID restrictions apply.)

Age Well grab-and-go meal in 
Starksboro. Friday, Oct. 15, 3:30 

p.m., Starksboro Baptist Church, Route 
116. Menu of chicken cacciatore, seasoned 
potatoes, peas and carrots, wheat bread, yellow 
birthday cake and milk. Please stay in your car. 
Drive up, check-in, contact free pick up. Call 
Michelle to reserve by Tuesday, Oct. 12, at 802-
377-1419. Open to anyone age 60 and up and 
their spouse of any age. Free ride or pick-up and 
delivery may be provided. Call TVT at 388-2287 
to inquire. TVT requires 48 hour notice.  

Fish Fry in Middlebury. Friday, Oct. 15, 5-7 p.m., 
VFW, 530 Exchange St. Come out and support 
local Veterans’ needs. $12/person.

Craft fair and bake sale in 
Vergennes. Saturday, Oct. 16, 9 

a.m.-3:30 p.m., St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 
85 S. Maple St. A variety of hand-crafted items 
— jams and jellies, hats and mittens, sweaters, 
soaps, candles, jewelry, quilted items, wood toys, 
ornaments and more. Homemade pies, breads, 
appetizers and treats to tempt the taste buds. 
There will be a luncheon as well. All proceeds 
support the St. Peter’s Cemetery Association.

Pollinator talk in Cornwall. Saturday, Oct. 16, 10-
11:30 a.m. 2011 North Bingham St. Learn how 
to attract and keep pollinators, such as bees 
and butterflies, active in your own backyard 
with UVM Pollinator Specialist Laura Johnson. 
Outdoor event. Bring a chair if you want to sit. 
No pets please. Rain or shine. Sponsored by the 
Cornwall Conservation Commission. 

Benefit dance in Vergennes. Saturday, Oct. 16, 
7-11 p.m., Fraternal Order of Eagles, 67 New 
Haven Rd. Dance the night away with The 
Jimmy Towle Experiment and Twist of Fate and 
help raise funds for the Derick Leroy Benoit 
Scholarship, which aims to give youth hope for 
their future and to remember the loss to suicide 
of one so young. Admission $10. There will also 
be raffle items from local businesses. Raffle 
tickets sold separately at the event and you must 
be present to win. More info at facebook.com/
derickleroybenoitscholarship.

THURSDAYoct
14

FRIDAYoct
15
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SATURDAYoct
16

MIDDLEBURY LIONS CLUB  
CASH CALENDAR WINNERS

October 2021
Grace M. Aines, John Hoyle, Sharon Strassner, T.J. Dimitteo, 
Lisa Sprague, Greg Wry, Ingrid & Woody Jackson, Cathy Eddy, 
Marny Lichtenstein, Cindy Sears, Tom Smith, Kim Loewer, 
Lucius C. Jerome, Lindsey Fuentes-George, Michelle Warner, 
Bart & Denise Healy, Rael H. Mayer, Gordon F. Marsh III, 
Danielle LaBerge, Jeb & Nancy Terrien, Mikayla Farnsworth, 
Taylor Nelson, Rita Glidden, Brett A. Lowry, Louise Sandberg, 
Helen Bigelow, Monica & Steve Sanchez Webb, Steve Wales, 
Ed Bessette, Lorraine Morse

Reader Comments

ADDISON  COUNTY

Serving Addison County, Vt., Since 1946

INDEPENDENT

Quotes are taken from reader comments submitted with subscription renewals.

“Smile and keep on going – Print the truth and be honest – 
We all like to keep in touch and know what’s going on!!”

Here’s what one reader has to say about us!

A subscriber from Addison writes:

Suffrage
SUSANNE MILLER JONES’S quilt is just one of the 62 quilts in the traveling exhibit, 

“OURstory Quilts: Human Rights Stories in Fabric,” that will be on display at the Quilting in 
the Land of Milk and Honey quilt show in Middlebury on Saturday, Oct. 9, and Sunday, Oct. 10, 
at Middlebury’s Rec Center at 154 Creek Rd. The show will also feature art quilts by Jeanette 
Van Bueren, Quilts of Valor made for veterans and active-duty service members and many 
other sights and activities. Courtesy of Milk & Honey Quilters Guild
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Charter art
FOUR LUCKY RAFFLE winners received the news on Oct. 1 that they had won highly prized works 

of art in a fundraising raffle for the benefit of the Charter House Coalition’s homeless shelter and 
community meals program in Middlebury. Shown here on the left is Grace Metzler, the Middlebury 
College student who was the Charter House intern this summer who built the online raffle program. 
On the right is Deborah Young of New Haven, who won TJ Cunningham’s “June Flood” (on the wall) 
that was donated to the raffle by Middlebury’s Edgewater Gallery. Three other lucky people won works 
donated by pastelist Cristine Kossow, photographer Caleb Kenna and 3-D wood carved landscape 
model makers Treeline Terrains. The raffle raised over $3,000 for the Charter House mission.

Photo by Walter Sturgis

FERRISBURGH — The Lake 
Champlain Maritime Museum is 
welcoming visitors throughout 
the fall and continues to offer free 
admission. The Museum will be open 
until Oct. 17 for seven days a week 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.. The Museum 
offers select indoor exhibits along 
with the extensive outdoor activities 
on its three-acre campus. Visit www.
lcmm.org for more information on 
special events and how to best enjoy 
the LCMM through the fall. 

Rokeby Museum is delving into 
the Robinson family’s practice 
of holding séances in the 1840s. 
On Oct. 19 at 7 p.m., join Rokeby 
Museum director, Dr. Lindsay 
Varner, for a discussion on the 
Spiritualist movement of the 19th 
century. In the 1840s, the Robinson 
farm in Ferrisburgh  held a series 
of séances that were recorded 
by a close friend and preserved 
in the Museum’s collection. Dr. 
Varner will give an overview of 
the history of Spiritualism, its ties 
to the Great Awakening, and share 
a few words from the Robinson’s 
communications with the spirit 
world. Note that this event will be 
held at the Charlotte Library. 

Mark your calendar for the 
Halloween weekend to attend the 
special event, “Spirits of Rokeby,” 
held at several appointment times on 
Oct. 29 and Oct. 30. Ticket holders 
will gather for hot cider and a short 
introduction to spiritualism before 
a “spirit” of Rokeby guides them 
into the historic home to experience 
a staged reading of the séances that 
took place inside the home, drawn 
from transcripts in the collection. 
This participatory dramatization 
allows you to witness what an actual 
séance was like for the Robinsons 
180 years ago. Visitors will be 
required to wear masks indoors and 
the groups will be small, with ten 
people and six-foot distancing. Visit 
www.rokeby.org for more details.  

Our friends at Rokeby encourage 
us to virtually view a presentation 
on John Brown by Vermont by 
historian Amy Godine that will 
be held on Saturday, Oct. 16, at 1 
p.m. On Oct. 16, 1859, the radical 
abolitionist John Brown led a nation-

shaking raid on a federal arsenal in 
Harpers Ferry in what is now West 
Virginia. Independent historian Amy 
Godine talks about John Brown’s 
reverberative meaning in and for 
Vermont — both in his own time and 
in antiquarian and modern memory. 
Godine curated and wrote the 
traveling exhibition, “Dreaming of 
Timbuctoo,” about the abolitionist-
founded Black farm settlement in 
New York’s Adirondack mountains 
where Brown and his family settled 
in 1849. Godine is a longtime 
contributor to Adirondack Life 
magazine and has been researching 
and speaking about Black, ethnic, 
labor, and migratory history in 
northern New York for forty years.

The Bixby Library has expanded 
its hours beginning this fall. More 
evening hours means that you can 
stop by after work or school to grab 
a new book, study, use a computer, 
or meet up in one of our reservable 
rooms. There are several great 
offerings at Bixby in October, so 
please check their website (www.
bixbyllibrary.org) and social media 
regularly to keep updated. 

As part of its evening offerings, 
Bixby is hosting Spanish and English 
Conversation Partners on Oct. 12, 19, 
and 26 and Nov. 2, 9, and 16, from 
7 p.m.-8 p.m. Conversations will 
be guided by a weekly topic, using 
bilingual materials and translators. 
This will be a fun way to connect 
with neighbors and practice another 
language. Beginning speakers are 
encouraged to attend. Native English 
speakers please RSVP to Melanie 
Cote at melanie.cote@bixbylibrary.
org or at 877-2211. 

Bixby will be hosting several 
sessions entitled “Medicare Made 
Clear” in October and November 
(dates and times on the Bixby 
website.) When it comes to 
Medicare, one size doesn’t fit all. 
What works for your neighbor may 
not be the best fit for you. A licensed 
agent will be presenting Medicare 
Made Clear to help you understand 
your needs, explain your options and 
make Medicare as simple as possible 
to understand. Seating is limited. No 
cost or obligation. Please RSVP to 
Paul Bicknell at 802-222-0373 or 

paul@bicknell.net.
We all send best wishes to our area 

students, teachers, and school staff for 
a successful 2021-2022 school year. 
Ferrisburgh families and residents 
are encouraged to keep updated on 
the fall’s school events by Facebook, 
school-based websites, and other 
communications. The community 
can support our schools by keeping 
abreast of events and activities such 
as concerts and sports by visiting the 
website at www.anwsd.org. 

The Ferrisburgh Selectboard 
meets regularly on the first and third 
Tuesdays of every month at 6:30 
p.m. Residents are always invited to 
these meetings — either in person or 
virtually. The schedules and agenda 
can be found on the town website at: 
www.ferrisburgh.org. Ferrisburgh 
leaders are asking for our feedback 
on plans for the use of the American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA) 
funds that will be coming to 
Ferrisburgh and all Vermont’s towns. 
Please take a moment to review the 
survey and submit your anonymous 
answers. The survey must be 
completed by Nov. 1. A public 
hearing for questions on ARPA and 
to review the results of this survey 
will be held Nov. 2 at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Town Hall and Community Center. 
If you would like to receive a paper 
copy of the survey, please contact 
the Town Office at 802-877-3429, or 
stop by the Clerk’s office. The link  
can be found on the town’s website: 
www.ferrisburghvt.org.  

A reminder that it is now so easy to 
get the Covid vaccination! Vaccine 
clinics are conveniently located 
throughout Vermont as are organized 
by the Vermont Department of 
Health or held in pharmacies and 
other accessible sites. To learn more, 
visit www.healthvermont.gov/
covid-19. 

NOTE: We are always interested 
in including a variety of Ferrisburgh-
related news in this column, so if 
you have events that would be of 
interest, contact Sally Kerschner at 
smwkersch@comcast.net. You are 
also able to access these columns and 
other information on the Ferrisburgh 
Town Website at www.ferrisburghvt.
org. 

NEWS

Ferrisburgh Have a news tip? Call  Sally Kerschner at 877-2625
or smwkersch@comcast.net

BIRTHS

Alicia (Evancho) and Tyler James of Weybridge, Sept. 15, a boy, Theodore Thompson James.
Nicole (Rheaume) and Brian Heffernan of Starksboro, Sept. 16, a boy, Bennett Francis Heffernan.
Lindsay (Jordan) and Jonathan Willson of Middlebury, Sept. 28, a girl, Daisy Jordan Willson.

Sodbusters to hold benefit for Brian Simmons
BRISTOL — The Sodbusters 

Horseshoe Pitching Club will 
host a fundraiser this weekend 
to support Brian Simmons, a 
long-standing member and former 
World Champion who is battling 
cancer.

Simmons, a 60-year-old Bristol 
resident, won world championship 
titles in 2000, 2002 and 2011 and 
has been induced into the National 
Horseshoe Pitchers Association 
Hall of Fame. He’s been pitching 
for more than five decades.

Simmons won an Aug. 1 
tournament in Bristol with a perfect 
4-0 record and 82% of his pitches 
landing as ringers.

The Brian Simmons Benefit on 
Sunday, Oct. 10, will consist of a 
“Horseshoe Mania” tournament in 
the morning and another pitching 
game — Cornhole — in the 
afternoon. The two tourneys will 
take place at the Sodbusters courts 
at 110 Airport Drive in Bristol.

The entry fee for the horseshoe 
tournament is $29 per person. 

Check in at 9:30 a.m. and play 
starts at 10 a.m.

Cornhole entry fee is $20 per 
person with check-in at noon and 
play beginning after lunch. 

Participants are asked to bring 
a dish to share during a luncheon. 
They are also invited to “have fun 
with this wonderful and caring 
man!”

For more information, call 
Mike Brown regarding horseshoes 
at 453-2219 or Tracey Pecor 
regarding cornhole at 377-2478.

Otter Valley Union High SchoolMt. Abraham Union High School
Olivia Depatie of Brandon is Otter Valley Union High School’s 

Student of the Week. She lives in Brandon with her parents, Thomas 
and Donna Depatie, and has two older siblings: Nathan, a junior at 
SUNY Potsdam-Crane School of Music, and Ashlynn, a  sophomore at 
SUNY Cobleskill.

Olivia has been regularly on the Scholar’s List at Otter Valley since 
her freshman year, taking challenging courses such as AP Biology. Last 
year she received the Rensselaer Medal Award and the University of 
Rochester Bausch & Lomb Honorary Science Award. She became a 
member of the National Honor Society as well. She is completing this 
year at Castleton University through its early college program. 

A talented musician, Olivia has been in the pit orchestra since 7th 
grade and plans to continue this year. She has been accepted in 
District V Concert and Jazz bands from 7th through 10th grades; All 
State and New England Concert band in 9th, 10th and 11th grades; 
and All Eastern Concert band her junior year. She has also been a 
member of the Castleton University Wind Ensemble since 7th grade.

Not limited to school and music, Olivia has worked at both the Vermont Police Academy in Pittsford and Olivia’s 
Croutons in Forest Dale.

Because the majority of her time is spent doing schoolwork, commuting to Castleton, or other extra-curricular 
activities, Olivia says the only hobby she has time for is reading. 

While other students often have advice for their peers, Olivia admits that she is still fi guring out how to get 
through high school herself, so she doesn’t have any wise words to share just yet.

Olivia is still forming her post-high school plans. We at Otter Valley are sure that she will apply her skill and 
talent to whatever she decides to do and wish her a full and exciting future.

Olivia Depatie
OVUHS

Alyssa Whitcomb, daughter of Katrina and Travis Whitcomb of Bristol, 
is Student of the Week at Mount Abraham Union High School. Her sister, 
Zoie, is in 9th grade at MAUHS.

Aly is an excellent student, making the honor roll every year. She 
was named to the National Society of High School Scholars this past 
spring. During her junior and senior years she has taken advantage of 
dual enrollment classes in English Composition and Pre-Business. She 
is currently enrolled in AP United States History and AP Language and 
Composition. One teacher, who noted her kind and helpful nature, praised 
Aly for her focused and diligent work and regularly going “well beyond 
expectations to produce results that meet her high standards for herself.” 

Pre-COVID Aly played basketball and softball for Mt. Abe, and is 
looking forward to her fi nal season of softball this year. She also used 
to participate in a youth group through the First Baptist Church of Bristol. 

She has worked at Bristol Beverage since the summer of 2020, and 
says she has learned valuable life lessons and is grateful for the opportunity 
to not only learn and grow but to also build a deeper connection with the 
community at large. 

Outside of school Aly likes to be active and participate in sports. She enjoys being outside and spending time with 
her friends and family.

Her experience in high school has shown her that even if it may not seem like it at fi rst, the hard work does 
eventually pay off in the end; and things do get better in time.

Aly is applying to a range of colleges and universities around New England in hopes to fi nd the right match. Right 
now, Plymouth State University, St. Michael’s and University of Vermont are her top choices. She is thinking about 
majoring in either Business or Education. Whichever she chooses, the Mt. Abe community wishes Aly all the best.

Alyssa Whitcomb 
MAUHS

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK FROM AREA HIGH SCHOOLS

Alyssa “Aly” Whitcomb Olivia Depatie

Telecommunications Sales and Service
Data Cabling & Fiber Optics 

802-388-8999
Middlebury

16 Creek Road, Middlebury
388-6054

M-F 7:15-5:30 & Sat. 8-3
countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

We’ve Got You Covered!

Keep up the great work,

877-3118
Vergennes, VT

Jackman Fuels, Inc.
Serving the Champlain

Valley since 1945

205 Main Street, Vergennes
877-2661 • jackmanfuels.com

Congratulations to:

32 Pine Street  •  Bristol  •  453.2381
JackmansInc.com

Way to go, 
• Business Law  •  Wills, Trusts and Estates

• Government Contracting  •  Elder Law
• Property and Tenancy Issues

Congratulations
Students!

A� ordable & client-focused legal services

802-489-5099 or law@jlgi.com 
28 North Street - Bristol Village

 JOHNSON LAW GROUP JOHNSON LAW GROUP

27 Main Street, Vergennes27 Main Street, Vergennes

Keep your Eye
on your

future goals!future goals!future goals!
Mon 8-4 • Tues–Fri 8-5

Aly and Olivia
Aly and Olivia

Aly and Olivia

14 COLLEGE ST.  |   MIDD., VT
802-388-3371

Congratulations

Stop by to grab 
your mug!

Aly and 
Olivia

Congratulations

388-1338
99 Court St., Middlebury, VT

Students of the week from all area high schools 
will receivea gift certifi cate from Vermont Book 

Shopand a mug from Otter Creek Bakery. 
Students of the Week are chosen by school 

teachers and administration.

Best of Luck to All Addison County Students!
If you are interested in advertising in Student of the Week 

contact advertising@addisonindependent.com

Aly and Olivia
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Practitioner 
of the Week

Georgia Dune,
 Licensed Esthetician 
Massage Therapist

Refl exologist

Somaworks  •  Middlebury, VT 
802-388-3362 

“Wellness is more than the absence of  illness.”

50 Court St • Middlebury, Vt 05753

A Center for 
Independent Health Care Practitioners

SOMAWORK

WELLNESS
CENTER

Jim Condon  ....................  388-4880 or 475-2349
    SomaWork

Caryn Etherington  ...................  388-4882 ext. 3
    Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork

Charlotte Bishop ........................388-4882 ext. 4
    Therapeutic Soft & Deep Tissue

JoAnne Kenyon ....................................... 388-0254
Energy Work                www.joanne.abmp.com

Winfi eld Kelley, D.C.  ................................453-6010
    Chiropractic Treatment

Donna Belcher, M.A. .............................388-3362
    Licensed Psychologist - Master

Georgia Dune is the owner 
and sole practitioner of 
DuneSpa in Middlebury. 
She has been a dedicated 
bodyworker since 2005 and 
she opened DuneSpa in 
2020. Her peaceful space 
is located in between Otter 
Creek Used Books and Otter 
Creek Yoga in Marble Works 
and all sessions and services 
are by appointment only. 
Her passion is to help people 
have less pain, not only the 
day of and after their sessions, but every day. 
The bodywork she offers; cupping and foot 
massage is deeply relaxing and makes lasting 
changes in the whole body. 

Georgia has been a Licensed Esthetician since 
2018. Body waxing and brow design are her 
current specialties and she may resume facials 
once the pandemic is over. View her DuneSpa 
Google Listing to see her brow work and read 
customer reviews.

Visit Dunespavt.com to see her full menu of 
services and client testimonials. 
Follow DuneSpa at: Facebook.com/dunespavt
Instagram.com/dunespavt

Contact Georgia at:
Dunespavt@gmail.com
802-377-2507

Practitioner 

  Wellness        
Directory

Want to 
advertise within 
this directory?

Contact Sydney for information: 
sydneys@addisonindependent.com 

or call 802-388-4944

Georgia Dune CMT, LE 
DuneSpavt@gmail.com

802-377-2507
DuneSpaVT.com

DuneSpa

Exceptional Bodywork
and Skin Care

Subscribe online at addisonindependent.com
or fill in this form and mail it in w/payment

IN STATE
$50/year
65+ $45/year 

OUT-OF-STATE
$60/year
65+ $55/year

Name:          Phone:    
Address:            
Town:         State:    Zip:   
Email:            

(email address required for online subscriptions)
Method of Payment:
Check Enclosed $   

 Visa      MC      Amex      Discover 
Card #      
CCV    Exp. Date   

ALL ACCESS SUBSCRIPTION - PRINT & ONLINE

Mail to: Addison Independent
58 Maple Street, Middlebury Vt. 05753

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT: ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM
OR FILL OUT THIS FORM AND MAIL IT IN WITH PAYMENT.

Original Since 1946

Subscribe today.

LINCOLN — Abby Sherman 
and The Way North will be opening 
this year’s Burnham Music Series 
this weekend. They will perform 
original blues and rock on Saturday, 
Oct. 9, at Burnham Hall. Tickets 
are $10 for adults, teens and kids 
are free. Masks are required for 
this event.
FROM THE TOWN

The upper portion of Lincoln 
Gap Road will officially be closed 
for the winter on the morning of 
Friday, Oct. 15. Hikers are warned 
not to leave cars parked at the top 

of the gap beyond midnight on 
Oct. 14. Both Lincoln and Warren 
will be installing barriers that will 
block the road, so don’t get trapped 
in. This road closure section is just 
above the last houses on both sides 
of the gap.
REMINDERS

The Ladies Aid will be collecting 
donations for their rummage sale 
on Wednesday, Oct. 13, from 
12:30 to 6 p.m. at Burnham Hall. 
Clean, gently used items only. 
The rummage sale will be held at 
Burnham Hall on Friday, Oct. 15, 

from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday, 
Oct. 16, from 8 a.m. to noon. 
Masks are required. 

There will be no school for 
Mount Abraham Unified School 
District students on Friday, Oct. 
15.

Until next time … Quiet Your 
Mind And Your Soul Will Speak. 
If You Want To Fly, Give Up 
Everything That Weighs You 
Down. You Don’t Have To Be 
Great To Start, But You Have To 
Start To Be Great.

By CHRISTOPHER ROSS
MONKTON — Monkton Town 

Clerk Sharon Gomez has been 
working in the new town office 
building for about three months 
now, and she loves it.

“The best part of this building 
is ... everything,” Gomez told the 
Independent during the building’s 
grand opening on Saturday. “The 
cleanliness, the space. I look 
forward to coming to work now.”

Gomez’s airy, light-filled office 
provides a wide view of the rest of 
the town office, and was designed 
with that in mind by Chris Huston 
of Bellwether Architects.

“The floor plan is based on 
where the town clerk’s desk is,” 
said Monkton Selectboard Chair 
Stephen Pilcher, who also serves on 
the Municipal Building Committee 
and has been one of the building’s 
biggest advocates.

On Town Meeting Day 2020, 
after 15 years and several proposals 
that didn’t quite catch on, Monkton 
voters approved a $1.7 million bond 
for the design and construction 
of a new town office, library and 
community room. The following 
August, Naylor & Breen Builders 
broke ground at 92 Monkton Ridge 
Road.

The town office occupies the 
building’s front, northeastern 

along with the shelving needed to 
hold them.

“We were only closed for one 
day, but we had been packing 
for a long time before that,” said 
Debbie Chamberlin, who has been 
the Russell librarian for more than 
30 years. “It was a well-organized 
move.”

On moving day, library 
officials got help from the Russell 
family, whose ancestors founded 
Monkton’s first library in the late 
19th century and whose gift in 
1970 funded construction of the 
building now being vacated.

Chamberlin also used the move 
as an opportunity to weed out a few 
books from the library’s collection, 
“but not many,” she noted.

That’s because Russell Memorial 
had a wonderful collection to begin 
with, said library trustee Ann Marie 
Dingler on Saturday.

“I’ve heard people come in and 
say, ‘Wow, I never expected to find 
this book here,’” Dingler said.

As with the town clerk’s office 
upstairs, there’s simply more room 
in the library to move around.

In the previous building, 
Assistant Librarian Kat Cyr often 
felt like she was bumping into 
things as she reshelved books, she 
told the Independent.

“Now we have space to do 
displays,” she said, indicating a 
special table for Banned Books 
Week. “And we have more space 
for programming. We love having 
guest speakers, especially in the 

summer for the kids.”
The library also has a game 

collection and has even begun 
developing a seed library, she 
added.

“We’re here for everybody,” Cyr 
said. “Not just readers.”

Dingler agreed.
“We want the library to be 

a communal space, a place for 
conversations about ideas and 
discovering new things.”
REACTION

The response from residents so far 
has been generally positive, Pilcher 
and Gomez said, though they hadn’t 
received that many visitors over the 
past three months.

Such is the nature of town business 
in the middle of a pandemic.

Now that tax season is coming, 

Gomez expects more people will 
drop in, and she has no doubt 
they’ll be impressed.

Municipal Building Committee 
member Peter Straube has gotten 
the sense that many residents are 
relieved that he and his colleagues 
have been able to bring the project 
over the finish line, he said.

Straub was standing at the 
windows of the Community 
Room, where people had been 
passing in and out for a couple of 
hours, marveling at the view and 
sampling the doughnuts and cider.

“Our job now is to help people 
visualize what can be done with 
this space.”

Reach Christopher 
Ross at christopherr@
addisonindependent.com. 

NEWS

Lincoln Have a news tip?
Call Dawn Mikkelsen at 453-7029

Town of Monkton celebrates their new municipal building

MONKTON OFFICIALS ENJOYED showing off the new town office, library and community room this 
past Saturday, Oct. 2, during the building’s grand opening. Pictured from left are building committee 
members Peter Straube and Heather Bessette, Town Clerk Sharon Gomez, Selectboard Chair Stephen 
Pilcher and building committee member Deb Rickner.

Independent photo/Christopher Ross

RUSSELL MEMORIAL LIBRARY staff and trustees are excited about their new space, just downstairs 
from the Monkton Town Office and Community Room. From left are Trustee Ann Marie Dingler, Assistant 
Librarian Kat Cyr, Trustee Jane Low and Librarian Debbie Chamberlin.

Independent photo/Christopher Ross

THE MONKTON TOWN Office, Library and Community Room 
officially opened for business in June. From the street, the building 
looks like it “belongs” in the town, many people have remarked, 
while the back has a more modern look, with windows looking out 
over the Adirondacks and Monkton Pond.

Photo courtesy of Sharon Gomez

IT TOOK SIX men and a crane 
to move the three-quarter-ton 
vault door from Monkton’s old 
town office to the new municipal 
building, which opened for 
business on July 1.

Photo courtesy of Sharon Gomez

section of the top floor, which is 
located at street level. To the rear, a 
wall of windows in the 700-square-
foot Community Room offers 
a view of the Adirondacks and 
Monkton Pond.

“The front of the building looks 
like it belongs in the town,” Pilcher 
said. “But in the back there’s this 
huge wall of glass that lets this 
view inside. I love that you can 
walk into the building and see all 
the way through, and that once 
you’re inside you just naturally 
know where to go.” 

Downstairs, the Russell 
Memorial Library opens out onto 
a stone patio, and farther out, a flat 
area of lawn offers enough space 
to erect a 600-square-foot tent, 
for weddings and other outdoor 
events.

At 5,292 total square feet, the 
new building offers a lot more 
space than the old Town Hall 
(which was built around 1850) 
and the former one-room Russell 
Memorial Library building (1971), 
which together totaled 2,089 
square feet.

Monkton officials were able to 
move all of the town’s vital records 
in a single day — after a great deal of 
packing and coordination. The town 
also relocated the vault door, which 
weighs roughly 1,500 pounds.

“It took six guys and a crane to 
lift it,” Pilcher said.
HAPPY LIBRARIANS

In mid-June, the folks at Russell 
Memorial Library moved 4,000 to 
5,000 books into their new digs, 
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&&service& DIRECTORY

auto body restoration 
carpentry/contractors
college application     
    coaching
computers
construction

dental services
electrical services
engineering
excavation
firewood
flooring

heating &
    air conditioning
home inspections
masonry
paintingBusiness

Thursday

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

Let us replicate its original architectural 
elements — baseboards, window & door trim, 
crown moldings, banisters, wainscoting and 
more. We can match virtually any profile!

Renovating your old home?

www.vermontcustommoldings.com
mark@vermontcustommoldings.com

Mark Raymond    802-388-0742

/ //

COMPUTERS

1438 S. Brownell Rd. • PO Box 159 • Williston, VT 05495
802-862-5590 • www.gmeinc.biz

Alan Huizenga, P.E., President
Steven L. Palmer, P.E.

Brad Washburn, P. E. • Montpelier

“INNOVATIVE ENGINEERING SOLUTIONS 
WITH A COMMON SENSE APPROACH

DELIVERED TO OUR CLIENTS IN A
PROFESSIONAL, COST EFFECTIVE AND 

PERSONAL MANNER”

ENGINEERING

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

PLACE YOUR AD HERE

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING FURNACES

AUTO BODY RESTORATION

David Walker Construction
298 Biddle Road
Lincoln, Vermont

05443

Residential - Remodeling
Decks  - Doors - Windows

802-989-0320
email:

dwconstruction@gmavt.net

Dupont Auto
4087 States Prison Hollow Rd

Monkton Ridge, VT 05469
(802)453-3562 • dupontauto7@gmail.com
Full service shop. We do comprehensive 
Mechanical Diagnostics and Repairs from 
Oil Changes to Engine Rebuilds and 
Replacements. Our Body/Collision Shop does 
all levels of repair and restoration. 

24 hour towing and road side service.

DENTAL SERVICES

      Bristol Park Dental

6 PARK PLACE, BRISTOL, VT    802.453.7700

 BristolParkDental.com • BristolParkHybridge.com

We are here for all of your dental needs, 
and offer the highest quality comprehensive 
care.  We are proud to bring the full range 
of dental services to our community, and to 
be your premiere implant provider.

Where a Happy, Healthy Smile is a Walk in the Park!

Accepting all insurances, and in network with Delta Dental, 
CIGNA, United Concordia, & CBA Blue.  No insurance? 

No problem.  Dental membership plans now available!

The PC Medic of Vermont at 802-734-6815
www.pcmedicvt.com

The PC Medic of 
Vermont is now offering 

socially-distanced 
computer services.

Call for a remote tune-up 
today, and get your PC
running correctly again!

LOCAL CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CARPENTRY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Remodeling • Additions

Painting • Roofing
WINNER of “Best Local Contractor” 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS by 
READERS CHOICE AWARDS!

MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT

MARK TRUDEAUMARK TRUDEAU

802.388.0860802.388.0860

CARPENTRY/
CONTRACTORS

453-7345  |  138 Hunt Road, New Haven, VT

Metal Fabrication
Agricultural Repair
Commercial Repair

Auto Body Repair
Rust Repair
Collison Repair

Full/Custom
    restoration

We accept all major credit cards  |  We accept Insurance claims
Follow our projects on Facebook

Family owned & operated

FLOORING

Over two decades experience!

MASONRY
Fine Dry Stone Masonry

Jamie Masefield
Certified by the Dry Stone Wallers
Association of Great Britain

802-233-4670
jmasefield@gmavt.net

A friendly, professional, 
and affordable family business.
Interior & Exterior

HESCOCK PAINTING

Kim or Jonathan Hescock
hescock@shoreham.net

462-3737 or 989-9107

Free 
Estimates 

References 

Fully 
Insured

Hummingbird
   Paint &
   Carpentry

Interior/Exterior 

802-377-2030
New Haven, VT

Fully 
Insured

Free
Estimates

PAINTING

REACH THE COUNTY  
ADVERTISE  HERE

ADDY INDY - 388-4944

HOME INSPECTIONS

Lakeside 
Electric
Residential • Commercial
Ethernet • Phone • Cable 

Robert T. Stiles
802-989-5758 | roberttstiles@yahoo.com

 
NEW & REPAIR

Residential • Lake Camps (Dunmore)
Brick – Block – Stone 

Chimneys, Fireplaces, Outside Barbecues, 
Steps, Patios, Stone Walls

Bruce A. Maheu’s

MASONRY

                         Call Bruce
     802-352-6050 

35 Years Experience
Honest & Fair Pricing 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Salisbury, VT

Gevry Firewood LLC
gevryfirewoodvt@gmail.com

or 802-349-0699

Are you looking for green or 
seasoned firewood?

Well we’ve got it all right here in Addison, VT!

We cut, split, and deliver hardwood 
firewood in 12-24 inch lengths.

And we now offer kiln dried firewood!
Contact us today for a quote!

FIREWOOD

Quaker Village
Carpentry

Siding, Windows, Garages, Decks & Porches
New Construction, Renovations and Repairs

Maurice plouffe
802-545-2251
1736 Quaker Village Road

Weybridge, VT 05753

DO YOU DO YOU 
REPAIR REPAIR 
CLEAN CLEAN 

FURNACES?  YOUR AD FURNACES?  YOUR AD 
SHOULD BE HERE!SHOULD BE HERE!

802-247-5475
802-349-8265

STEADY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & EXCAVATION

Owner

194 Silver Lake Road 
Goshen, Vt.

steadymaintenance@yahoo.com

CHUCK STEADY

EXCAVATION

FLOORING

COLLEGE APPLICATION 
COACHING

Curtis Hier, M.Ed.
(Middlebury ‘86)

College Application Coach
• Freshman/Sophomore Consultations 

• SAT Prep
• College Search

 • College Visit/Interview Preparation 
• Essay Assistance

• Financial Aid 
• Decision Counseling 

• Comprehensive Packages

Book your Free Initial Video Chat at: 

GetCollegeResults.com

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation 
Insulation • Replacement

Plasma Art • Torches • Welding 
Plasma Table • Duct Cleaning

H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local!   802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

Ductwork Design • Sealing
Fabrication • Installation
Insulation • Replacement

Duct Cleaning
H.R.V. / E.R.V. Installation
Ductwork Video Camera

Buy Local! 802.989.0396
Specializing in Ductwork for Heating, 

Ventilating & Air Conditioning Systems
Commercial/Residential . Owner Operated . Fully Insured . Neat & Clean

HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING
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Soak Up The Sun!
Don’t spend your hard-earned money 
making the hot water or electricity that 
you use today–

SOLAR IS MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER!

Go Green with us –

We’ve been here for you for 43 years – 
Let us help you with your solar projects today. 

Call for a FREE on-site evaluation

RENEWABLE ENERGY

Moose Rubbish and Recycling

802-897-5637
802-377-5006

2744 Watch Point Rd • Shoreham, VT 05770
Email: BR213@yahoo.com

Randall
Orvis

RUBBISH & RECYCLING

SIDING

STORAGE
4 Sizes ~ Self-locking units
Hardscrabble Rd., Bristol

Monthly prices
6’x12’ $30 • 8’x12’ $45

10’x12’ $55 • 12’x21’ $75

VISIT US ON 
FACEBOOK www.livingstonfarmlandscape.com

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

LAROSE SURVEYS, P.C.
Ronald L. LaRose, L.S. • Kevin R. LaRose, L.S.

Land Surveying/Septic Design
“We will take you through the

permitting process!”

25 West St. • PO Box 388
Bristol, VT 05443

Telephone: 802-453-3818
Fax: 802- 329-2138

larosesurveys@gmail.com

&&service& DIRECTORYBusiness
Thursday painting

plumbing
property management
registration assistance
renewable energy

roofing
rubbish & recycling
septic & water
siding
storage

surveying
tree service
wood heating

SURVEYING

Let people know about
YOUR Business!

Marcel Brunet & Sons, Inc.
Windows & Siding

Vergennes, VT

802-316-6060 • rbrunet1@myfairpoint.net • 802-877-2640

Siding • Windows
Additions • Garages • Decks

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE RIGHT JOB – TO GIVE YOU

 REASONABLE RATES

Reasonable Rates • Year-round Service • Fully Insured
(802) 453-3351 • Cell (802) 363-5619

24 Hour Emergency Service 453-7014
 Brownswelding.com

Serving Vermont for over 42 years!

BROWN’S TREE & 
CRANE SERVICE

Dangerous Trees Cut & Removed
Stumps Removed  
Trusses Set
Trees Trimmed 
Land Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES FOR TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

Celebrating 36 Years
Environmental Consultants – Licensed Designers

Steve Revell CPG, LD#178 BW

• Water Supply - Location, Development and Permitting
• On-Site Wastewater Design • Single & Multiple Lot Subdivision
• Property Development & Permitting
• State and Local Permitting
• Underground Storage Tank Removal & Assessment

Fax 802-453-5399 • Email: jrevell@lagvt.com
163 Revell Drive • Lincoln, VT 05443

Toll-Free: 800-477-4384
802-453-4384

www.lagvt.com

Jeremy Revell LD#611 BW • Tyler Maynard LD#597 B

CHECK US
OUT

ONLINE AT
ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

STORAGE

Full 
Excavation

Service
Middlebury, VT

TANK & CESSPOOL PUMPING
ELECTRONIC TANK LOCATING

TANK & LEACH FIELD INSPECTIONS
NEW SYSTEMS INSTALLED

ALL SEPTIC SYSTEM REPAIRS
DRAIN & PIPE CLEANING

SEPTIC SERVICE

REGISTRATION 
ASSISTANCE

ROOFING

LOOK HERE FIRST!!

Advertise your business on these pages for under $10 per week.
Call 388-4944 or email ads@addisonindependent.com for details.

WOOD HEATINGWOOD HEATING

DO YOU SELL WOOD?DO YOU SELL WOOD?
CLEAN CHIMNEYS?CLEAN CHIMNEYS?

Short Surveying, inc.
Serving Addison County Since 1991

Timothy L. Short, L.S.
Rodney Orvis, L.S.

Property Line Surveys • Topographical Surveys
FEMA Elevation Certificates

135 S. Pleasant St., Middlebury, VT 
388-3511    shortsurveying@gmail.com

PLUMBING

YOUR AD
SHOULD BE HERE!

ADS@ADDISONINDEPDENT.COM

WOOD HEATING

ROAD READY SERVICE LLC
JEANNE MILLER (802) 349-8483 • roadreadyservicellc@gmail.com

2877 Ethan Allen, Highway, Unit 2, New Haven, VT. 05472

SAVE A TRIP TO THE DMV
Don’t drive to Rutland or Montpelier!

We can register all makes and models of cars, 
trucks, campers, trailers or side-by-sides

here in Addison County!

PAINTING

SEPTIC & WATER

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

SEPTIC & WATER

Phone (802) 537-3555

roofingMichael Doran
• Standing seam

• Asphalt shingles 
• Slate

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

roofing

Phone (802) 537-3555

as seen at Addison County Field Days!
Michael Doran

Free estimates  •  Fully Insured

• Standing seam
• Asphalt shingles 

• Slate

mpdoransr@gmail.com

Go Solar with
AllEarth Renewables
Customer-driven solutions 
designed, engineered and built 
in Vermont, with over 3,000 
installations in the state.

CALL 802.872.9600 x122
allearthrenewalables.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY

DO YOU  WORK ON 
FURNACES?  YOUR AD 

SHOULD BE HERE!
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Notices
FREE ADMISSION TO toy 
train museum-like exhibit. 
Over 900 cars, 3 layouts. 
Masks required. Call Paul 
for information, 802-388-
2812.

Public Meetings
AL-ANON OFFERS HELP 
and hope to anyone who 
has been affected by a 
loved one’s drinking.  Mid-
dlebury hosts online meet-
ings, Sunday nights at 7:15 
pm and Wednesdays at 
1:30 pm.  Visit vermonta-
lanonalateen.org for the 
link and list of other meet-
ings in the region.  If you’d 
like to speak to an Al-Anon 
member, call our answering 
service (866-972-5266) and 
an Al-Anon member will call 
you back.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS in person meet-
ings are suspended until 
further notice.  For a list 
of local virtual meetings 
visit http://bit.ly/district9aa.  
For more information visit 
https://aavt.org/ or call the 
24 hour hotline at 802-388-
9284.

THE TURNING POINT 
CENTER of Addison Coun-
ty is temporarily closed.  
Due to COVID-19 we are 
now holding our meetings 
online. For up-to-date infor-
mation on how to access 
recovery services remotely 
please visit  https://turning-
pointaddisonvt.org/covid-
19-page-2/.’

V E R G E N N E S  F R E E 
THINKERS Founded in 
1935 on the principle of 
one alcoholic helping an-
other to achieve sobriety, 
A.A. is an effective and 
enduring program of re-
covery that has changed 
countless lives.  A.A. has 
always been committed to 
making its program of re-
covery available to anyone, 
anywhere, who reaches 
out for help with an alcohol 
problem.  The Vergennes 
Free Thinkers meeting was 
created in January of this 
year to maintain a tradition 
of free expression, conduct 
a meeting where alcoholics 
may feel free to express 
any beliefs, doubts or dis-
belief they may have, to 
share their own personal 
form of spiritual experience, 
their search for it, and/or 
their rejection of it, without 

having to accept anyone 
else’s beliefs or having to 
deny their own. Meetings 
are held with a high re-
gard for compassion and 
inclusion without judgment 
or exception.  If you think 
we can help, please join 
us on Thursdays at 6pm 
by contacting Vergennes-
freethinkers@gmail.com 
for Zoom and in-person 
meeting information.

DEADLINES: Thurs. noon for Mon. paper
Mon. 5 p.m. for Thurs. paper

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
Addison Independent

Cash in on our 4-for-3 rates! Pay for 3 issues, get 4th issue free! 
An ad placed for consecutive issues (Mondays & Thursdays) is run 4th time free!

PLEASE PRINT YOUR AD...

The Independent assumes no financial re-
sponsibility for errors in ads, but will rerun 
classified ad in which the error occurred. 
No refunds will be possible. Advertiser 
will please notify us of any errors which 
may occur after first publication.

Number of words:
Cost:
# of runs:
Spotlight Charge:
Internet Listing: $2.00
TOTAL:

ADDISON INDEPENDENT
58 Maple Street, Middlebury, VT 05753

802-388-4944
www.addisonindependent.com •  email: classifieds@addisonindependent.com

R
A

TE
S

• 25¢ per word • minimum $2.50 per ad 

• $2 internet listing for up to 4 issues • minimum 2 insertions

• Special 4 for 3 rates not valid for the following categories: Services,
Opportunities, Real Estate, Wood heat, Attn. Farmers, For Rent & Help Wanted

Notices

Card of Thanks

Personals

Services

Free**

Lost ’N Found**

Garage Sales 

Lawn & Garden

Opportunities

Adoption

Work Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale

Public Meetings**

For Rent

Want to Rent

Wood Heat

Real Estate

Animals

Att. Farmers

Motorcycles

Cars

Trucks

SUVs

Snowmobiles

Boats

Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Vacation Rentals

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Spotlight with large 3$2** no charge for these ads

Volunteer ad

3x3 or a 6x3 

Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities Opportunities

It’s GARAGE
      SALE Season...
Let us get the word out for you! 

Mail in your classified ad 
with payment to : 

58 Maple Street, 
Middlebury VT 05753

OR Email your ad to: classifieds 
@addisonindependent.com

# of additional words            
x # of runs           

Total Payment Enclosed $

Deadline:  

Mondays at 5pm  

for the Thursday paper

 

YOUR AD INFORMATION

DESCRIPTION:

x 25¢

ONLY $7  PER RUN (up to 30 words) – includes a 
FREE internet listing. 

Additional words are 25¢ per word / per run.

        x ___ # of runs

 TOWN: 

DATES & TIMES:  

STREET ADDRESS:

$7

$7

YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION

NAME:                  PHONE:

MAILING 
ADDRESS:

E-MAIL:

$7

Garage Sales can be 
COVID Safe!

Add info to your ad 
about precautions you 
are taking and asking 

others to follow.

TOWN OF CORNWALL

Road Foreman Position  
The Town of Cornwall is seeking qualified 

applicants for a full time Road Foreman po-
sition. This position involves the day-to-day 
supervision and performance of road main-
tenance operations year -round. This person 
must be available to work, with a reasonable 
commute time, nights, weekends and holi-
days through the winter or any other emer-
gency.  A clean driving record, the ability to 
pass pre-hire and random drug testing as 
well as having a Class B CDL with air brake en-
dorsement is required. A Class A CDL and/or 
tank endorsement are a plus. Experience with 
municipal snowplow trucks and equipment, 
road grader, loader and other road mainte-
nance equipment is preferred. The Foreman 
will be responsible for purchasing parts and 
materials under the Town’s purchasing pol-
icy, keeping updated road and culvert in-
ventories, submitting grant applications, and 
attending ongoing training opportunities. A 
High School diploma or equivalent, as well 
as basic computer skills e.g., email, word pro-
cessing and spreadsheets, are also required. 

The Town of Cornwall offers competitive 
wages and benefits which include health in-
surance and retirement.

Applications and job description are avail-
able at the Cornwall Town Clerk’s Office or 
on the Cornwall website. Submit a cover let-
ter and resume of past work history with the 
application to the Town Clerk by 5:00 pm, 
Tuesday, October 19, 2021.
 

Apprentice Soap Maker
Vermont Soap is looking for an 
attentive, reliable and responsible 
person with basic math skills to learn 
the art of crafting bar soap. Must 
be a team player and want long 
term employment. This is a full time 
position with paid vacation time, 
paid holidays, 401k with employer 
match, and more!

Please send cover letter and resume
to nichole@vermontsoap.com.

3 x col 6 CD
NE woodcraft

3 x col 2.75 CD
bread loaf 

START YOUR NEW CAREER

Full-time manufacturing positions
Monday – Friday, some overtime may be required

New England Woodcra�  is a furniture manufacturer in 
Forest Dale, VT.  We are looking for machine operators, 

woodworkers, fabric sewers, and general laborers. 
New England Woodcra�  o� ers an excellent bene� t 

package and competitive wages.
PLUS, UP TO $500 SIGN ON BONUS  a� er 90 days!

*Some restrictions apply*

For more information, or to apply, please contact 
Human Resources at tray@newoodcra� .com

Tradespeople Wanted!
Do you have a positive attitude and work well with a 
team? Bread Loaf is looking for tradespeople of all 
levels to work on commercial projects in Middlebury, 
White River Junction, St. Johnsbury and Rutland, VT. 
Health and dental insurance, 401K, paid vacations 
and holidays. 

Email your resume to 
rahern@breadloaf.com. 
Learn more about us at 
www.breadloaf.com.

Vermont Adult Learning is looking for Spanish speaking volunteers to help with translating for 
students. Vermont Adult Learning provides basic skills instruction, high school completion, transition 
to college and career services, and English language instruction for New Americans. Our goal is 

to reduce the negative effects of poverty on our families, communities, and workplaces by ensuring 
that all Vermonters have the skills and confi dence necessary for success in the 21st century.

Have you considered volunteering as a translator??

To volunteer, please reach out to 
Natalie Reigle at 

nreigle@vtadultlearning.org.

Addison Independent

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Public Meetings Public Meetings Public Meetings Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Garage SalesGarage Sales

Help Wanted 
ads can

be found on 
Pages 11B,

12B and 13B
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VERMONT SUPPORT 
LINE Are you struggling 
with a challenging situa-
tion? Do you have feel-
ings of sadness, loneliness, 
isolation, anger, or depres-
sion? You don’t have to 
face it alone. Talk with a 
caring person who under-
stands what you’re going 
through today by calling or 
texting the free and confi-
dential Pathways Vermont 
Support Line available 24/7 
at (833) VT - TALKS.

Services
C+I DRYWALL and plaster-
ing. Call Joe 802-234-5545.

CONSTRUCTION: ADDI-
TIONS, RENOVATIONS 
new construction, drywall, 
carpentry, painting, flooring, 
roofing, pressure washing, 
driveway sealing. All as-
pects of construction, also 
property maintenance. Ste-
ven Fifield 802-989-0009.

3
WE BUY OLD STUFF Es-
tates, collections, antiques 
etc. Also hunting and fish-
ing items. Call Erik 802-
345-0653.

Free
DIGITAL ACCESS View 
obituaries, calendar listings 
and classifieds online at 
addisonindependent.com.  
Don’t miss out on events, 
garage sales, or opportu-
nities- check out our free 
digital listings.  Looking 
to read more? Become a 
subscriber!

FREE CAMP WOOD. 
You haul away. Monday 
- Wednesday pick up. 453-
2897.

Garage Sales
COMMUNITY-WIDE YARD 
SALE. Saturday, October 
9 + Sunday October 10. 
Mead Lane and Butternut 
Ridge Road in Middlebury. 
See ad on page 10A.

MOVING SALE, 9am on 
October 9 + October 10 at 
Kings Row, East Middlebury.

3
THE SAFARI SUPPLY 
GUN Shop is having a 
gigantic Columbus day 
sale.  Over 100 guns, fish-
ing tackle, reloading equip-
ment, gunsmithing and tons 
of ammo.  Trades and 
consignments always wel-
come.  They will be liquidat-
ing all non-sporting related 
antiques and collectibles for 
dirt cheap.  Located north 
of Manchester and south of 
Rutland at 1333 US Route 
7- Danby/Mounth Tabor.  
Sale starts at 10:30 am on 
Friday, October 8th and 
ends on Monday, October 
11th.  Don’t miss this one!

Opportunities

3
HOMESHARE SOUGHT: 
Queer woman, nonsmok-
ing, social worker with 
tortoise seeks wheelchair 
accessible housing with 
caregivers.  Homesharer(s) 
receive generous yearly 
stipend in exchange for 
help with daily living tasks.  
$ available to help fund 
home modifications.  Train-
ing provided. All ages, gen-
ders, races, orientations 
and family configurations 
welcome; experienced with 
kids aged 4-college and 
ready to contribute fun and 
funds to household.  Jill: 
allenjillm@gmail.com.

Help Wanted
ADDISON COUNTY VFW 
Post 7823 in Middlebury 
is hiring for a part-time, 
experienced cook for our 
events.  Wages depends 
on experience.  Give us a 
call at 802-388-9468 to set 
up an interview or send a 
resume to Addison County 
VFW Post 7823, 530 Ex-
change Street, Middlebury, 
VT 05753.

AMERICAN FLATBREAD 
MIDDLEBURY Hearth 
is hiring!  Offering good 
compensation, respect-
ful co-workers, and great 
food.  We are hiring for 
multiple full time and part 
time positions including bar 
leadership, daytime prep 
and evening shifts.  Ample 
opportunities for growth in 
a positive work environ-
ment.  Please stop in for 
an application or email Joe 
at joe@americanflatbread.
com. EOE.

ARE YOU HIGH ENERGY 
and do you enjoy working 
with people?  Then we have 
a job for you!  We are cur-
rently looking for counter 
help at our fast-paced and 
fun deli in Charlotte, VT.  If 
you are hard working and 
enthusiastic about helping 
people then take this op-
portunity to join this high 
performing team!  We are 
currently hiring for full and 
part-time help and week-
ends are a must.  Please 
drop off resumes at The 
Red Onion for consider-
ation.  If we are closed, feel 
free to slide them under 
the door.  We hope to see 
you soon!

DENTAL OFFICE SEEK-
ING per diem hygienist in 
Vergennes to fill in periodi-
cally. Please email your CV 
and availability to drcongal-
ton@yahoo.com.

HUMAN SERVICE OP-
PORTUNITIES. Commu-
nity Associates, a program 
of the Counseling Service 
of Addison County, pro-
vides services to adults with 
developmental disabilities. 
We have openings in Di-
rect Support Professionals 
and Specialized Residential 
Support. These positions 
work directly with our cli-
ents as their closest allies. 
Seeking candidates who 
enjoy the connections with 
them and want to make 
meaningful contributions to 
our community. Looking for 
a rewarding job with good 
benefits? Do you fit the bill 
for a human service profes-
sional and possess such 
qualities as compassion, 
patience, dedication and 
ability to think on your feet? 
Check out details and apply 
at https://www.csac-vt.org/
careers.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

3 x col 8 CD
addy indy

sales peson

Looking for 
something different?

Your local newspaper 
is your

BEST RESOURCE 
for local 

job opportunities!

Also available online:
addisonindependent.com

3 x col 3.5
grn mtnn feeds  CD

3 x col 4.5 CD
bread loaf 

Please contact us at 802-388-6388
Web: www.sccvt.org    |    Email:  humanresources@sccvt.org

Begin a career, don’t start a job. 

Spend your time doing work
that makes a real difference.

We need great people
who want to help great people.

Are you compassionate, kind, resilient, and adaptable? 
Specialized Community Care is seeking unique individuals 
who will act as mentors, coaches, and friends to provide 
support for adults in Addison, Rutland, and Chittenden 
Counties with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. 
This is a fun and rewarding career spent “Off the Couch.” We 
provide extensive training, support, professional growth and 
advancement opportunities in a family work environment. 
We offer pay increases after a probationary period and 
further advancement and pay for self-paced skill building. 
We want to hire your values and train the skills that will help 
make you successful. 

Let’s talk!

TOWN OF NEW HAVEN
The Town of New Haven is seeking to fill the positions of 

Town Administrator and Zoning Administrator.
These can be combined to be a full-time position or two part-time 
positions. Salary, wages and benefits dependent upon experience 
and postion(s) applied for. The Selectboard is seeking an individual 
or individuals with strong interpersonal, business, financial, grant 

writing, planning and zoning skills. The ability to oversee and 
manage a small town and its employees. Knowledge of State 

Statutes and municipal experience are a must. Related experience 
and/or a bachelor’s degree in administration or business; 

Planning and Zoning experience preferred.
Please send a letter of interest, salary requirements, resume and 

three references to:
Town Administrator/Zoning Administrator

C/O Town of New Haven
78 North St., New Haven, VT 05472

Job open until filled. Positions to be filled ASAP.
Draft job description available by request and at newhavenvt.com

 

Town of Charlotte
Position Opening: 

Minutes-Taker/Recording 
Secretary

The Town of Charlotte seeks a 
Minutes Taker/Recording Secretary for 
evening meetings held by the Planning 
Commission and Zoning Board of 
Adjustment.  The Planning Commission 
usually meets twice per month (1st 
& 3rd Thursdays); the Zoning Board 
meets as needed, but usually once per 
month (on Wednesdays).

The position is considered to be a 
contractor, and is not an employee of 
the Town.  The position is paid hourly 
and does not include leave or health 
benefi ts.

Applications should include
a description of relevant experience, a 

sample of minutes taken
or other writing sample,

and requested hourly pay-rate.
Please send inquiries and applications 

to dean@townofcharlotte.com.  The 
deadline for submitting

an application is October 15th .

Behavior Assistant - Long 
Term Substitute

Robinson Elementary School has 
an opening for a Behavior Assistant 
Long Term Substitute for 6-8 weeks 
beginning October 18, 2021. The 
successful applicant will be child-
centered, engaged, mature, energetic, 
organized and self-directed.

 The Behavior Assistant will:
• Assist in establishing behavioral 
expectations, monitoring and 
assessing student behavior.
• Provide support to students who are 
experiencing behavior challenges.
• Communicate effectively and in a 
timely way with classroom teachers 
regarding student behavior concerns/
developments.
• Maintain accurate discipline records 
per school, district, state and federal 
law.
• Implement programs related to 
student conduct/behavior such 
as a school-wide positive incentive 
program.
• Assist in developing interventions 
and behavior plans for the purpose 
of  providing a safe and effective 
educational environment for students 
with behavioral challenges.
• Support students during breaks and 
lunches.
• Supervise recess.     

Please apply through School Spring ID 
#3681120 or contact Edorah Frazer, 
Principal edorah.frazer@mausd.org.

Equal Opportunity Employer 

CUSTODIANS NEEDED
RUTLAND NORTHEAST
SUPERVISORY UNION

Rutland Northeast Supervisory Union
is accepting applications for:

• Full time custodian at Otter Valley High School,
8 hours per day

• Full time custodian at Neshobe Elementary School, 
8 hours per day

• Part time custodian at Barstow Memorial School,
5 hours per day

Starting rate of pay $15.45/hr. 
All positions are eligible for health benefits per Act 

11. Full time positions are eligible for dental, long term 
disability and Vermont Municipal Employee Retirement 
benefits. 

Qualifications: A minimum of a High School Diploma, 
GED or equivalent with demonstrated custodial 
experience preferred.

If interested please apply on schoolspring.com
to Stephen Eaton, Facilities Manager
and Rich Vigue OV Facilities Manager 

or should you wish to request a paper application 
and/or job description contact 

RNESU Central Office, 802-247-5757. 

Human Resources Director
Bread Loaf Corporation, Vermont’s integrated company of 
architects, planners and builders is looking for an experienced 
Human Resources Director. The successful candidate will 
be responsible for the recruiting, hiring and onboarding of 
employees. He or she will act as the voice and keeper of the 
company culture through a constant connection with staff.
 
The Director of HR will: 

• ensure that the company’s procedures comply with 
employment regulations

• oversee the enrollment in and administration of benefi ts, 
including health/dental, HRA/FSA accounts, 401(k) and other 
internal benefi t plans

• provide staff with opportunities for personal and professional 
growth

• be responsible for worker’s compensation claims and OSHA 
reporting

 
Bread Loaf offers a competitive salary and benefi ts package. 
For more information about the company, visit our website
at www.breadloaf.com.
Interested candidates, please
send your resume to
smclaughlin@breadloaf.com.

We are hiring for the following positions:
2nd shift production operator  
Candidates must be able to lift 50lbs, have basic math and reading 
skills, be familiar with computers, have great attention to detail,

  a positive attitude, and the ability to work independently.   
Position is based at our Bethel facility.  
Full-time Monday to Friday 12:00 pm to 10:00 pm.   
Benefits available after probationary period.  

Over the Road Delivery Driver 
Occasional overnights depending on weather.   
Class A CDL and two years’ experience required.                     
Must have a clean driving record and be able to lift 50lbs.   
Pay based on experience, benefits available after probationary 
period.

Please forward your resume to
tlittle@greenmountainfeeds.com.

JOIN US AS WE PURSUE 
EXCELLENCE IN LOCAL MEDIA!
The Addison Independent is seeking a 
dynamic individual with boundless creative 
energy and an optimistic desire to help local 
business thrive to join our marketing team. 

A successful candidate would have:
	 • Knowledge of advertising and/or 
  marketing strategies.
	 •	 A	tenacious	drive	to	support	and	grow
	 	 an	existing	account	list.	
	 •	 An	outgoing	personality	eager	to	meet
	 	 and	help	develop	effective	marketing	
	 	 plans	for	area	businesses.
	 •	 Excellent	communication	skills	and	
	 	 comfort	conducting	business	over	email,	phone,		
	 	 and	in-person.	
	 •	 Familiarity	with	social	and	digital	media	and	various	
	 	 marketing	tools	and	capacity	to	help	clients	
	 	 navigate	the	field	of	options	effectively.

This	is	a	full-time	position	offering	a	flexible	schedule	
and	a	lot	of	room	for	self-direction.	Requires	functioning	
vehicle	and	drivers	license.	
Benefits	include	health	care	package,	401K,	optional	
gym	membership	and	the	opportunity	to	join	a	cheerful,	
family-owned	company	in	Middlebury.

IF THIS IS YOU, LET US KNOW!
Christy Lynn, Director of Sales 

58 Maple Street  |  Middlebury, VT 05753
christy@addisonindependent.com

– now – 
HIRING
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USHIO AMERICA, INC.

USHIO AMERICA, INC.
at their Vermont location 
– is seeking an Electro 
Mechanical Assembler to 
join our fast paced, grow-
ing company. All applicants 
must be self motivated, 
detail oriented and able 
to thrive  in a cooperative 
team environment. Appli-
cants must have excel-
lent mechanical/assembly 
skills, and be able to work 
with small components as 
necessary. IPC610 solder 
certification desired – will 
train the right applicant with 
soldering experience. Appli-
cants must be able to read 
and interpret prints and 
work with hand tools. Ability 
to lift 50 pounds occasion-
ally. You must have 20/20 
visual acuity in each eye, 
corrected or uncorrected. 
High school diploma or 
equivalent required. Be part 
of a team that is develop-
ing cutting edge minimally 
invasive electronic medical 
devices as well as LED and 
laser-based illumination 
products. Ushio offers a 
comprehensive benefits 
package. Interested ap-
plicants can apply via e-
mail. Ushio America, Inc. 
Attn: Human Resources, 
101 Panton Road, Ver-
gennes, VT 05491. Email: 
vermontjobs@ushio.com, 
www.ushio.com.

For Sale
1999 CLASS C CAMPER. 
Ford E 450 truck. 31,000 
miles. Jamboree model. 
Good condition. $19,995. 
Please call Sally at 802-
377-7645.

CAST IRON WOOD PAR-
LOR stove. Fully functional, 
22” wide, 21” deep, 32” 
tall. Asking $300. 802-349-
7691.

MID 90’S BUICK STEEL 
WHEELS, set of 4.  15”, 
5 holes.  $25/each.  802-
425-3529.

For Rent
2 BEDROOM LAKE 
HOUSE in Leicester, avail-
able Nov. 1 through May 
31. Heat, lights  included. 
No smoking. $2,200/mo. In-
quiries, call 802-388-0860.

DRY, WINTER/SUMMER 
STORAGE SPACE in Ad-
dison. Available storage 
space in my barn for sum-
mer/winter storage. The 
barn is structurally sound 
and weather-tight with 
electricity. No heat or run-
ning water. The barn is also 
available for lease. The en-
trance door measurements 
are 8’ wide by 7’ high. For 
more info: 802-363-3403 
or rochon_m@yahoo.com.

LARGE, PRIVATE, SE-
CURE HEATED stor-
age space or workshop.  
24x28x14 foot high ceiling 
with 10x12 overhead door 
and private person door.  
Separate heat and a wash 
sink in the unit.  Route 7 
location in Leicester, $750/
month.  Includes, electric, 
water, snowplowing and 
lawn maintenance.  Lease 
and deposit required.  Call 
802-349-7431, leave your 
name and number and I will 
call you back.

LOOKING FOR ROOM-
MATE; Free Rent in ex-
change for someone to 
help out with cooking, 
household jobs, along with 
companionship on nights, 
weekends. 1 bedroom with 
private bath, use of kitchen. 
East Middlebury. 802-989-
7533.

MIDDLEBURY BRIAR-
WOOD APARTMENTS 
is currently taking wait-
list applications for 2- br 
apartments. No smoking/
No pets. Income limits 
apply- rent based on in-
come- 2 person minimum 
occupancy.  Equal Housing 
Opportunity. Handicapped 
accessible.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

MIDDLEBURY, OFF CAM-
PUS HOUSING available. 
802-388-4831, AJ Neri 
Property Rentals.

OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT. Office space avail-
able in historic Middlebury 
building, one block from 
downtown. Private parking, 
utilities and other ameni-
ties included in rent. For 
inquiries call 802-989-8822.

VERGENNES VALLEY 
VIEW APARTMENTS is 
currently taking wait list ap-
plications.  Occupants must 
be 62+ years of age.  No 
smoking/ No pets. Income 
limits apply - Rent based 
on income. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.  802-247-0165 
TTY: 800-253-0191 www.
SummitPMG.com.

Att. Farmers
HORSE BLANKET WASH 
and repair.  Accepting non-
leather (for now) horsewear 
of all kinds for cleaning and 
repairing at my Weybridge 
location.  Call or text Sue 
Miller at 802-377-5945 or 
email svdwmiller@icloud.
com with “horse” in the 
subject line for more in-
formation.

SMALL SQUARE BALES 
$3.50.  Excellent round 
bales $30.00.  Call 802-
377-5455.

WHITNEY’S CUSTOM 
FARM WORK Pond agi-
tating, liquid manure haul-
ing, drag line aerating. Call 
for price. 462-2755, John 
Whitney.

SUVs
2007 H3 HUMMER, very 
well maintained. Luxury 
model. $10,000. Pictures 
and features information 
available. Bauer892@com-
cast.net.

Wanted
FREON WANTED We pay 
$$$ for cylinders and cans.  
R12, R500, R11, R113, 
R114.  Convenient.  Certi-
fied Professionals.  Call 
312-291-9169 or visit Re-
frigerantFinders.com.

ADDISON CENTRAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT
EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES

Addison Central School District is 
seeking individuals for the 2021-2022 
school year.  Pay commensurate with 

experience. Full benefits package 
including medical, dental, life, LTD, and 

paid leave time.  Please visit acsdvt.
org for full details and to apply for the 

following open positions:    

• Behavior Interventionist - Full-time
• Custodian - Full-time and Part-time 

• Paraprofessionals - Full-time
• School Nutrition Assistants - Full-time

• Security Monitor - Full-time
• Student Behavior Monitor - Full-time
• On-Call Substitutes - Part-time, paid 

a daily rate

2 x col  5 
countryside CD

2 x col  4 CD
good news

garage

2 x col  3 CD
vt refriger

2 x col  2.25 
maplefields CD

 All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
as amended which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons 
receiving public assistance, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will 
not  knowingly accept any 
advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call HUD 
Toll-free at 1-800-424-8590. 
For the Washington, DC area 
please call HUD at  
426-3500.

It’s against the law to 
discriminate

when advertising housing

Let us help you sift through the complexities of 
the Fair Housing Law. Stay legal. Stay on the 
right side of the nation’s Fair Housing Law. 

Call the Addison Independent at (802) 
388-4944. 

Talk to our sales professionals.

It’s against the law to discriminate when 
advertising housing. Its easier to break the law 
than you might think. You can’t say “no children” 
or “adults only.”
There’s a lot you can’t say.
The Federal Government  
is watching for such discrimination.

OLD guns
wanted

P: 802-775-2859
C: 802-236-7213

Rifles, 
Hand 
guns, 

Shot guns
Top prices paid.

Immediate Openings
Full Time Customer Service

Weekdays and Saturdays required
Job Details: Paint department sales and service
Duties: Assist with customers needs, mix paint, 
help load customer vehicles, unload trucks, 
some custodial
Qualifications: Reliable, customer skills, team 
player, able to life 50 lbs, a valid driver’s license.

Job Details: Flooring department sales and 
service
Duties: Assist customers with finding flooring 
solutions, measuring, quoting jobs, order 
product, assist with loading customer vehicles 
and unloading trucks
Qualifications: Willing to learn product, detail 
oriented, basic math skills, a valid deriver’s 
license, friendly and a team player. 

*Send resume or request an application at 
customerservice@countrysidecarpetandpaint.com

or pick up an application at
Countryside Carpet and Paint at 

16 Creek Road, Middlebury, VT 05753

ALL ADDISON COUNTY LOCATIONS 
CURRENTLY HIRING!

For openings and to apply, visit 
Maplefields.com

Looking for work in your hometown? 
We offer medical, dental, paid vacation, 

personal time, sick time and 401K for
full time positions.

VERMONT REFRIGERATED STORAGE – 

WAREHOUSE ASSISTANT
FACILITY OPERATOR

Immediate opening for full time position at 
warehouse operation in Shoreham, Vermont.  
Duties include forklifting product, pallet 
organizing, facility maintenance, facility 
operation.  Ideal candidate is a team player, is 
responsible, positive, hardworking has ability to 
communicate with customers and co-workers.  

Forklift experience helpful 
Vermont driver’s license a must.

Call 802-897-7400 or
apply in person at

3442 Route 22A Shoreham, VT.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Addison Independent

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

For Rent For Rent XXXXXXX XXXXXXX

For Rent

Auctions

PUBLIC
NOTICE

Full Passport Service
Addison County Courthouse
The Addison County Clerk located 

in Frank Mahady Courthouse 
is available to accept passport 

applications and provide 
passport photos.

REGULAR HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

9am to 1pm

APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED. 
FACE MASKS REQUIRED.

(even if vaccinated)

802-388-1966
addisoncountyclerk@gmail.com

Wednesday 12:30pm to 4:30pm

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Middlebury Development Review Board will conduct an in-person and 
virtual public hearing on Monday, October 25, 2021, beginning at 7:00 p.m. to 
consider the following application. The hearing is available to participants via 
Zoom. A link will be provided on the meeting agenda posted on the Town’s 
website as required by State Law.

1.	 Application	(file	#2021-07:003.001-SD)	request	by	Keith	Franklin	for	
final	2-lot	subdivision	approval	of	parcel	#007003.001.	The	Franklin	
property is located on Gardiner Close (a private road off Middle Road 
in	the	Medium	Density	Residential	(MDR))	district.	

Application, plans and additional information regarding this application may be 
viewed	at	the	Planning	and	Zoning	Office	in	the	Town	Offices	or	by	calling	388-
8100,	Ext	226.		Participation	in	this	public	hearing	is	a	prerequisite	to	the	right	
to	take	any	subsequent	appeal	as	an	“interested	person(s)”.	Interested	persons	
wishing to participate in this hearing may do so by contacting David Wetmore 
at	 388-8100,	 Ext	 226	 or	 email	 to	 dwetmore@townofmiddlebury.org. Request 
to participate in hearing must be made by 4:00 PM on the day of the hearing 
(10/25/2021)	to	obtain	the	Zoom	link.		
 David Wetmore
 DRB Coordinator, AZA

ADDISON COUNTY REGIONAL
PLANNING COMMISSION

AMENDMENT OF THE ADDISON COUNTY REGIONAL 
PLAN - NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Addison County Regional Planning Commission will hold two public 
hearings, the first on November 10, 2021 and the second on January 12, 2022, on 
the proposed amendments to the Addison County Regional Plan. Both hearings 
will be held at 7:00 p.m. with the option to join in-person at 14 Seminary Street, 
Middlebury or remotely. These hearings are being held pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 
4348. This notice is provided pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 4444.

The Addison County Regional Plan is used as a basis for guiding planning 
efforts in the Addison Region. The Plan also will be used as regulatory review 
criteria in Act 250 and Section 248 proceedings. All areas within the jurisdiction of 
the Addison County Regional Planning Commission are affected.

The Addison County Regional Planning Commission proposes to make 
amendments to the following Section of its Plan:
POPULATION AND HOUSING 3-1

Copies of the proposed plan are available from the Addison County Regional 
Planning Commission, 14 Seminary Street, Middlebury Vermont 05753, or online 
at www.acrpc.org.

Join with Google Meet meet.google.com/pgt-okuu-kch Join by phone 1254-
645-(US) +1 385 PIN: 172 102 471#

For further information please contact Adam Lougee or Katie Raycroft-
Meyer at (802) 388-3141 or alougee@acrpc.org or kraycroftmeyer@acrpc.org 
respectively.

TOWN OF MONKTON 
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Monkton Development Review Board will hold a public hearing on 

Tuesday, October 26, 2021 at the new Monkton Town Hall location, 92 Monkton 
Ridge, to hear the following: 

At 7:45PM: Waiver Application #2021-03-WAV of Grant Leibersberger to 
construct a 24’x30’ garage within the required 50’ setback requirement,  2569 
Hollow Road.

An electronic copy of the application can be obtained by emailing bbrown@
monktonvt.com.  A hard copy of the application can be viewed at the Monkton 
Town Hall during regular office hours.
 Betsy Brown, Chair 
 October 7, 2021

   
  

Public 
Notices Index

Public Notices for the  
following can be found in this  
ADDISON INDEPENDENT  

on Page 13B and 14B.

TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD MEETING
ROOM 116 – LARGE CONFERENCE
TOWN OFFICES – 77 MAIN STREET

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2021 - 7:00 P.M.
 Also available via Zoom:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88260460037
By Phone: +1 646-558-8656 (not toll-free)

Webinar ID: 882 6046 0037
 For those wishing to watch but not participate:

Selectboard meetings are livestreamed to MCTV’s YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/user/MCTVVermont

and also broadcast live on Comcast Channel 1071

AGENDA
7:00  1. **Call to Order
  2. *Approval of Agenda
  3. *Approval of Consent Agenda
  3.a. Approval of Minutes of the September 21, 2021 Selectboard 
  Retreat and  the September 28, 2021 Regular Selectboard Meeting
  3.b. Acceptance of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting Minutes
  3.c. Consent Agenda Placeholder
  3.d. Consent Agenda Placeholder
  3.e. Town Manager’s Report
 4. *Citizen Comments [Opportunity to raise or address issues not   
  otherwise included on this agenda]
  5. *Agenda Placeholder
7:10 6. *Update & Downtown Rail & Bridge Project Marketing Grant Project  
 Summary from Nancy Malcolm of Neighbors Together and Karen   
 Duguay of Better Middlebury Partnership
7:25  7. *Departmental Purchasing Requests
	 	 7.a.	*Approval	of	Sole	Source	Purchase	of	Influent	Gear	Box	for	the		
  Wastewater Treatment Facility
  7.b. *Approval of Sole Source Purchase of Probes for Continuous   
  Monitoring System for Water Department
  7.c. *Approval of Sole Source Purchase of a Truck Bed Conveyor   
  Chain for Highway Department
  7.d. *Approval of Sole Source Purchase of a New Cam Shaft for   
  Highway Department Stakebody Truck
7:30  8. **Review and discuss Selectboard Operating Principles
7:40  9. **Discuss Renewal of the Town’s Lease of Recreation Park from the  
 Addison Central School District
7:50  10. *Approval of Check Warrants
  11. **Board Member Concerns
	 12.	*Executive	Session	–	None	Anticipated
		 13.	**Action	on	Matters	Discussed	in	Executive	Session
 8:05  14. *Adjourn
* Decision Item   ** Possible Decision

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

116 Self Storage (1)

Addison County Courthouse 
(1)

Addison County Regional 
Planning Commission (1)

Bridport (1)

Bristol Stor-Mor (1)

Middlebury (2)

Monkton (1)

ADDISONINDEPENDENT.COM

COST 
/LB

MARKET REPORT
ADDISON COUNTY

COMMISSION SALES
RT. 125 • EAST MIDDLEBURY, VT

Sales for 9/30 & 10/4, 2021
                        COST 
BEEF LBS. /LB $
Conants Riverside 965 .77 743.05
Blue Spruce Farm 1780 .75 1335.00
G Sayward 1405 .70 983.50
P Livingston 1795 .68 1220.60
Champlainside 1680 .66 1108.80
Correia 1680 .65 1092.00
Quarry Rd Farm 1615 .65 1049.75

CALVES    LBS. $
Woodnotch Farm 92 2.325 213.90
M. Russell 102 2.30 234.60
Defreest Farm 101 2.20 222.20
Danyow LLC 83 2.20 182.60
Gosliga Farm 107 2.10 224.70
Total # Beef: 192 • Total # Calves: 358
We value our faithful customers.

Sales at 3 pm - Mon. & Thurs.
call 1-802-388-2661
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By EMMA COTTON 
VtDigger.org

SHOREHAM — In 2017, 
Horizon Organic recognized Joe 
and Kathleen Hescock with an 
honorable mention for a national 
award praising their commitment 
to farming and their involvement in 
their community. 

Last month, the Shoreham 
family, along with 88 other 
farmers in the Northeast, received 
a letter with news that Horizon’s 
parent company, Danone, plans to 
terminate their contracts on Aug. 
31, 2022. 

The Hescocks, who milk 325 
cows at their farm, Elysian Fields, 
have been producing for Horizon 
since 1999. It’s been about a month 
since they received the letter, and 
the Hescocks don’t know what their 
future holds, or whether they’ll be 
able to continue farming at all.

“We’re at the point where if we 

JOE AND KATHLEEN Hescock run Elysian Fields, an organic dairy farm in Shoreham. “We’re at the 
point where if we don’t ship milk, it’s pretty hard to stay in business,” Joe Hescock said. 

Photo by Glenn Russell/VTDigger

Horizon’s exit

What it means to Vt. organic farmers
don’t ship milk, it’s pretty hard to 
stay in business,” Joe Hescock said.

Because farmers in the organic 
program are paid a premium for 
their product, organic certifications 
have served as a way to maintain 
the economic viability of many of 
Vermont’s small- and medium-size 
farms. 

Many close to the issue say gaps 
in federal regulations have allowed 
large farms around the country to 
maintain organic certifications, 
flooding the market and making it 
more difficult for Vermont’s organic 
dairy farmers to compete on a 
national scale. 

Those who have current contracts 
with existing producers, like 
Organic Valley and Stonyfield 
Organic, remain on solid footing. 
But farmers without contracts are 
faced with tricky decisions, like 
finding innovative new markets, 
becoming larger, or abandoning the 
organic milk business altogether. 
Some say it’s also becoming 
harder for newcomers to access the 
industry. 

Growing larger is a difficult task 
because of Vermont’s mountainous, 
forested landscape and strict organic 
certification rules. Some farmers say 
it’s also contrary to their mission. 

“We’re really committed to 
producing food organically,” 
Hescock said. “It will be hard not to 
do it that way.”

Danone North America, part 
of the global, Paris-based food 

company, said in a statement to 
VTDigger that it plans to support 
“new partners that better align with 
our manufacturing footprint.”

“We are committed to continuing 
to support organic dairy in the East, 
and in the last 12 months alone, 
we have onboarded more than 50 
producers new to Horizon Organic 
that better fit our manufacturing 
footprint,” the company’s statement 
reads. “This decision will help us 
continue providing our consumers 
with the products they love.”

Danone points to “growing 
transportation and operational 
challenges in the dairy industry, 
particularly in the Northeast.”

“It is devastating to see 28 
Vermont farm families and 89 across 
this region dropped by Horizon, 
simply because they don’t meet 
the company’s plan to consolidate 
supply from larger farms in other 
regions,” U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy, 
D-Vt, told VTDigger. 

Leahy helped author the national 
organic rules when he chaired the 
Senate Agriculture Committee. 

The region’s conventional dairies 
have struggled for years “in a 
market that supports fewer, larger 
farms each year, and now that 
pattern is hitting organic farms as 
well,” he said. 

According to 2021 data from the 
Vermont Department of Financial 
Regulation, the number of dairy 
farms in Vermont has decreased by 
37% in the past 10 years and by 69% 

in the past 24 years. Organic dairy 
farms decreased by 8% between 
2010 and 2020. 

At the end of 2020, Vermont had 
a total of 181 organic dairy farms, 
according to the Northeast Organic 
Farming Association of Vermont, or 
NOFA-VT.

Nicole Dehne, NOFA-VT’s 
organic certification director, said 
the issue with organic farmers feels 
different because it’s revitalizing 
the state’s broader dairy industry. 

“We’re already trying to think 
outside of the box about how to 
keep our dairy farms and how to 
have them be successful,” she said.

“I think that the state needs to 
start considering what we lose when 
we lose small farms,” said Abbie 
Corse, an organic dairy farmer who 
sells to Organic Valley and serves 
on the board of NOFA-VT and on 
the Vermont Climate Council.
LOOPHOLE, ENFORCEMENT

Two factors have made it 
increasingly easy for bigger farms 
across the country to become 
certified as organic. Both relate 
to gaps in the National Organic 
Program. 

One such gap, meant to allow 
conventional farmers to make 
a one-time transition to organic 
farming, is a loophole that permits 
animals not raised organically, 
which is cheaper, to be transitioned 
to organic later on.

Farmers who closely adhere to 

the spirit of the certification are at a 
disadvantage.

“I believe that loopholes in 
our organic standards are being 
exploited by very large dairies 
and I have appealed directly to 
USDA Secretary (Tom) Vilsack to 
close these loopholes, which are 
now directly impacting our rural 
communities,” Leahy’s statement 
said. 

Many ]have pushed to pass 
what’s called an “Origin of 
Livestock” rule, which would allow 
farmers to transition animals from 
conventional to organic only once. 

The second gap relates to national 
enforcement of the pasture rule, 
which requires organic livestock 
to spend a certain amount of time 
grazing in pastures. 

“It’s clear that that’s been loosely 
enforced at best,” Leahy ag policy 
adviser Tom Berry said. “On a 
number of large farms, the physical 
requirements of exposing hundreds 
and hundreds, if not thousands, 
of cows to pasture on the required 
basis kind of baffles any practical 
person as to what that looks like.”

Violations are more likely to be 
taking place on farms not located in 
the Northeast, he added.

Vermont officials don’t know 
whether other producers for 
Horizon are taking advantage of the 
loophole in the origin of livestock 
rule, or whether they’re violating 

the pasture rule. But the company’s 
departure from the Northeast has 
been widely seen as a symbol 
of a growing reality that organic 
farmers must grow or consolidate to 
compete in a national market. 
CRACKING OPEN VERMONT

Some of the remaining processors 
that purchase milk from Vermont 
producers are working against that 
tide. Organic Valley, for example, 
is a farmer-owned cooperative, and 
representatives say the company is 
staying put in Vermont. 

What, exactly, Organic Valley 
can do to help the farmers affected 
by Horizon’s decision is still 
unclear, though it’s involved in 
ongoing discussions with various 
groups. 

While farmers have always 
faced challenges, they’re now 
seeing inflation for inputs, weather 
extremes, shifts in consumer 
behavior, and complexities with 
hauling milk. At the moment, many 
companies are struggling to find 
haulers, and accessing farms on 
rural backroads is an extra burden 
that companies are becoming less 
likely to take on. 

Several solutions to the problem 
have been floated, like a Vermont 
brand of organic milk, processed 
in-state, that could be shipped to 
local markets and the New York 
and Boston areas.Some producers 
may be able to sell their milk to 
cheesemakers in the state. 

Public Notices  can be found on Pages 13B and 14B.

NOTICE OF SELF-STORAGE 
LIEN SALE

116 SELF STORAGE,  
BRISTOL, VT

Notice is hereby given that the contents 
of the self-storage unit listed below will 
be sold at public auction by sealed bid at 
the 116 Self Storage facility. This sale is 
being held to collect unpaid storage unit 
occupancy fees, charges and expenses 
of the sale.

The entire contents of the self-storage 
unit listed below will be sold, with the 
proceeds to be distributed to 116 Self 
Storage for all accrued occupancy fees 
(rent charges), attorney’s fees, sale 
expenses in relation to the unit and its 
sale. Any proceeds beyond the foregoing 
shall be returned to the unit holder.

Contents of the unit may be viewed 
on 11/1/2021 commencing at 10 a.m. 
Sealed bids are to be submitted on the 
entire contents of the self-storage unit. 
Bids will be opened one-quarter of an 
hour after the unit has been viewed on 
11/1/2021. The highest bidder on the 
storage unit must remove the entire 
contents within 48 hours after notification 
of their successfull bid. Purchase must 
be made in cash and paid in advance of 
the removal of the contents of the unit. 
A $50.00 cash deposit shall be made 
and will be refunded if the unit is broom 
cleaned. 116 Self Storage reserves the 
right to accept or reject bids. Unit 70

BRISTOL STOR MOR
508 BURPEE RD., BRISTOL VT • 453-2647 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY 
Notice is hereby given that the undersigned will sell, to satisfy lien of owner, at public 

sale by closed bidding on October 16, 2021 at 9:00 am, at Bristol Stor Mor Storage 
Facility, located at 508 Burpee Road, Bristol, Vermont, the personal goods stored 
therein by the following: 
Name & Address: Carrie Kirby, 638 Carlstrom Road, Bristol, VT 05443 
Unit #: 45D 10’x15’ Contents: Household Items 

Purchase must be made with cash only and paid for at the time of the sale. Minimum 
bid required. All goods are sold as is, where is, and all items to be removed from unit 
at time of purchase. Sale is subject to adjournment. A $50.00 deposit will be required 
and refunded to bidder when ALL items have been removed from the unit and broom-
cleaned. 

The owners of the storage facility reserve the right to place a minimum bid on any 
sheds being sold.
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ho doesn’t love 
feel-good stories 
of relationships 
between animals and 
human beings?

That was Middlebury 
New Filmmakers 
Festival Producer 

Lloyd Komesar’s rationale 
when he set the theme 
for this year’s MNFF 
Selects fi lm series, which 

screens one fi lm a month from October to May 
at Town Hall Theater. 

MNFF’s inaugural Selects series, which 

focused on biographies, started in the fall of 
2019. The pandemic shut it down early after 
February 2020.  

“Coming back in person, for people to share 
the fi lm experience every month is really 
important,” Komesar said. “And this series is 
aimed at a new demographic for us.” Komesar 
is hoping the family-friendly animal-based 
fi lms he’s screening at Town Hall Theater will 
entice parents and grandparents to bring 
the kids along — masked, of course — to the 
movies this fall and winter. The fi rst six fi lms 
are rated G or PG.

“I’m inspired by the relationships that people 
I know in Vermont have with their pets and 

animals,” he said. “I’ve seen people relating so 
deeply to animals here.”

Komesar has had those relationships, too 
— and it may have been another reason he 
decided to dedicate the fi lm series to the deep 
connection between humans and animals: He 
lost his 17-and-a-half-year-old dog last spring. 
“Biggie was a heck of a dog,” Komesar recalled. 
“As my vet said, he was living just for us. He 
had nothing left inside.”

“Let’s use fi lm as a way to bring out these 
connections,” he said.

And the fi lms look great. Here’s what’s coming 

W
SEE FILMS ON PAGE 3

Feel good with this family-friendly fi lm series

MEGAN
 JAMES

BY

Catch the documentary “Street Gang: How We Got To Sesame Street” (rated PG) on Nov. 21. The Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival kicks off  a family-friendly fi lm series on 
Oct. 17 with “My Octopus Teacher” (rated G). The fi lms will continue to screen monthly through May at the Town Hall Theater in Middlebury.

ARTS+LEISURE
October 7, 2021The Addison Independent
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‘The Agitators’ takes the stage in Middlebury

O
n Friday, Oct. 15, Town Hall 
Theater and Middlebury 
College professor Michole 
Biancosino present a play 
reading of “The Agitators” on 
the THT stage at 7 p.m. The 
play, written by Mat Smart, 
profiles the 45-year friendship 

of suffragette Susan B. Anthony and escaped 
slave turned civil rights leader Frederick 
Douglass. The reading, performed by actors 
Ro Boddie and Tara Giordano, is thematically 
tied to THT’s current Jackson Gallery exhibit, 
“Dreaming of Timbuctoo,” which explores 
voting rights in the context of pre-Civil War 
black settlements in our region. 

“Do you believe this can ever be a country 
for all?” Susan B. Anthony asks Frederick 
Douglass on the day they first meet. This 
question is a focal point of “The Agitators,” 
a play that explores the shared dreams, 
disagreements and defiance of two great 

American leaders, both agitating for 
someone else’s rights.  

“The Agitators is a stunningly beautiful play 
that chronicles the long friendship between 
two abolitionists, yet the themes of the play 
resonate strongly today,” director Biancosino 
said. “As you hear the words of Frederick 
Douglass, a man fighting to be seen as equal 

to and given the same rights as any other man, 
you can’t help but draw a historical line from the 
mid-1800s to our current historical moment.”  

“I’m always thinking about the relevance 
of the project to the time I’m in. This play, 
it seems, is sadly timeless,” actor and 
Middlebury College lecturer Boddie said. 
“The message is just as important today in 
a country where there seems to be more 
divisiveness than ever. ‘How can we learn to 
stay in the room with the people we hate?’ 
That’s to me the most important line in the 
play. Fredrick Douglass and Susan B. Anthony 
agreed on many things and disagreed on 
many more, but they always found a way to 
listen and respect the other person.” 

Suggested donation at the door $10-$15. 
All proceeds benefit Town Hall Theater’s 
education program. “The Agitators” running 
time is approximately 1 hour and 55 minutes, 
plus intermission.  

Ro Boddie and Tara Giordano will perform the staged reading of “The Agitators” written by Mat Smart and directed by Michole Biancosino, on Friday, Oct. 15, 7 p.m., at Town Hall 
Theater in Middlebury.

details
What: The Agitators: A Play Reading, 
written by Mat Smart and directed by 
Michole Biancosino 

When: Friday, Oct. 15, at 7 p.m. 

Where: THT Main Stage, 68 South 
Pleasant Street, Middlebury 

Suggested Donation: $10-$15 
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FILMS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

up!

The series 
kicks off on 
Sunday, Oct. 
17, with a free 
matinee of “My 
Octopus 

Teacher” (rated G), which tells the story of a 
filmmaker forging an unusual friendship with an 
octopus living in a South African kelp forest. 

“‘Octopus Teacher’ was a total surprise to 
me,” Komesar said. “I had no knowledge of 
what an octopus does, what their life is about. 
This filmmaker finds a way to create trust 
between himself, the octopus and his camera. 
It’s a gorgeous film, extraordinarily visual and 
colorful.”

The film, directed by Pippa Ehrlich and James 
Reed, won the 2021 Academy Award for Best 
Documentary Feature.

On Nov. 21, catch the documentary “Street 
Gang: How We Got To Sesame Street” (rated 
PG). The film takes a behind-the-scenes look 
at the “Sesame Street” creators, artists and 
educators who established one of the most 
influential and enduring children’s series in 
television history.  This one has a special place 
in Komesar’s heart. “My kids, who are now 35 
and 33, we raised them on ‘Sesame Street,’” he 

said. “I used to whistle the theme when I came 
home.”

(This film, and the rest in the MNFF Select 
Series, aren’t free. Adult tickets are $16; tickets 
for children under age 12 are $7.)

Up next, on Dec. 30, is “Shepherd: The Story of a 
Jewish Dog.” From award-winning director Lynn 
Roth, the film (rated PG) sensitively portrays the 
timeless and unbreakable bond between a boy 
and his faithful dog as it is put to the ultimate 
test in 1930s Germany. When the Nuremberg 
Laws are passed forbidding Jews to own pets, 
Kaleb, a German shepherd, is separated from 
his Jewish family and his beloved 10-year-old 
master, Joshua. What follows is a story of love 
and courage during an unforgettable time in 
history.

January’s film (Jan. 16) is “From The Wild 
Sea” (rated PG), a documentary portraying 
the heroic efforts of marine wildlife rescue 
volunteers who work tirelessly to save sea 
animals from oil, plastic and escalating winter 
storms. 

Cheetah-lovers, take note: On Feb. 20, the 
film is “Duma” (rated PG), a colorful film about 
an orphaned cheetah who becomes the 
best friend and pet of a young boy living in 
South Africa. Winner of the Humane Society’s 
2006 Genesis Award for Family Feature Film, 

and inspired by a true story, Duma offers 
audiences a blend of excitement, adventure 
and compassion with a beautiful and grand 
landscape as its backdrop.

On March 24, catch “Buck,” a documentary 
(rated PG) exploring the life of acclaimed “horse 
whisperer” Buck Brannaman, who recovered 
from years of child abuse to become a well-
known expert in the interactions between 
horses and people. Directed by Cindy Meehl, 
“Buck” won the 2011 Audience Award for Best 
Documentary at the Sundance Film Festival.

On April 21, it’s “Grizzly Man” (rated R), Werner 
Herzog’s intense docudrama about amateur 
bear expert Timothy Treadwell, who spent time 
in Alaska studying and living with bears. He and 
his girlfriend, Amie Huguenard, were killed by a 
bear in 2003. 

And finally, on May 12, catch Oscar-winning 
director Chloe Zhao’s second feature film, “The 
Rider” (rated R), which tells the story of a young 
rodeo cowboy who has to reinvent himself on 
the Pine Ridge reservation after suffering a 
near-fatal head injury.

All the MNFF Select films are screened at 
Middlebury’s Town Hall Theater. Attendees 
age 12 and older must be vaccinated. Children 
under 12, and all other attendees, must wear 
masks inside the theater.

“My Octopus Teacher” will screen on Oct. 17 at Town Hall Theater.

“Duma” will screen on Feb. 20 at Town Hall 
Theater.

“The Rider” will conclude this film series on May 12 
at Town Hall Theater.
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BOOK
R E V I E W

In 2002, Nadia Wassef, along with four business partners, one 
of them her sister, opened Diwan Bookstore in Cairo, Egypt, the 
flagship store of what was to become, and is, a successful chain 
of bookstores and the leading seller of English and Arabic books 
in Egypt. This loving recollection takes the reader through that first 
store on 26th of July Street — in one of the grand Baehler mansions 
replete with high ceilings, courtyards and stucco details that echo 
their glorious past — section by section, talking about the origins, 
inspirations, and aspirations by talking about the books. For a book 
lover, and a bookseller, this is such a treat, and the bibliographic 
knowledge imparted is just the beginning. Wassef weaves Egypt’s 
history — regarding the written word, education, culture and politics, 
gender disparities — into Egypt’s present and current realities. It is 
an informative and fascinatingly unique perspective that she brings 
to the table. It is also humorous, vulnerable and honest, as when she 
talks about reconciling the demands of home and work as a woman, 
and about how reading is like traveling — “We go to distant lands to 
understand difference. In doing so, we meet ourselves.” Shelf Life is 
a trip definitely worth taking.

— Reviewed by Jenny Lyons of The Vermont Book Shop in Middlebury.

SHELF LIFE: CHRONICLES OF A CAIRO BOOKSELLER — BY NADIA WASSEF

Tolstoy Together, by Yiyun Li

The Madman’s Library,  
by Edward Brooke-Hitching

Reading Lolita in Tehran, by Azar 
Nafisi

Read Until You Understand,  
by Farah Jasmine Griffin

Between the Lines,  
by Uli Beutter Cohen

The Yellow-Lighted Bookshop,  
by Lewis Buzbee

The Bookseller of Kabul,  
by Åsne Seierstad

The Diary of a Bookseller,  
by Shaun Bythell

84, Charing Cross Road,  
by Helene Hanff

The Bookseller of Florence,  
by Ross King

(Farrar, Straus and Giroux)

EXPLORE THE JACKSON GALLERY’S “DREAMING 
OF TIMBUCTOO” EXHIBIT WITH THE CURATOR

The Jackson Gallery, located in the 
lower lobby of the Town Hall Theater 
in Middlebury, is showing the exhibit 
“Dreaming of Timbuctoo” now. If you 
haven’t had a chance to explore the 
works yet, consider attending curator 
and writer Amy Godine’s presentation 
on Thursday, Oct. 14, at 6 p.m. Godine, 
an author and independent historian 
will introduce the story of a Black 
Adirondack farm settlement called 
Timbuctoo and a rich New York 
abolitionist’s effort to seed northern New 
York with Black pioneers in 1846.   

She will also explore the several ways 
the Timbuctoo story resonated with 

Vermonters, from their warm reaction 
to Smith’s “scheme of justice and 
benevolence,” to the welcome they 
extended to Black farmers who moved 
after the Civil War from Timbuctoo to 
Middlesex, Vt., where their descendants 
would farm into the Depression.   

Godine has been exploring the social 
history of Adirondack working people — 
immigrant, migratory, ethnic and Black 
— for over 30 years. Her research for 
the exhibition, “Dreaming of Timbuctoo,” 
about an abolitionist-founded social 
justice-seeking Adirondack farm 
settlement for Black New Yorkers before 

ARTO N  E X H I B I T

SEE ART ON PAGE 5

GREAT TITLES ABOUT BOOKS & 
BOOKSELLING

Amy Godine will present the exhibit “Dreaming of 
Timbuctoo” at the Jackson Gallery in Middlebury on 
Thursday, Oct. 14, at 6 p.m.
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ARIES: March 21-April 20. There may be a lot of 
visitors in your life lately, Aries. You might need 
to play host at work or at home. Keep the mood 
light and enjoy this chance to reconnect. 

TAURUS: April 21-
May 21. Taurus, this 
week you may be 
feeling a little on 
edge and you won’t 
be able to pinpoint 
why. Put yourself into 
quiet situations where 
you can unwind and 
decompress.  

GEMINI: May 22-June 
21. Gemini, you may 
need a break from the 
pressures of your life, 
especially if you’ve felt 
tired or strained lately. 
Too much focus on 
responsibilities can do 
that.

CANCER: June 22-July 
22. You have quite the 
gift of gab when you 
feel comfortable with 
someone, Cancer. Just 
be sure to come up 
for air and let the other 
party get a word in 
edgewise.

LEO: July 23-Aug. 23. 
Leo, pay attention to 
psychic impressions 
this week as things 
that seem random 
may actually be 
telling you something. 
Don’t hesitate to lean 
on others for their 
interpretations.

VIRGO: Aug. 24-Sept. 
22. Virgo, you may get a call from someone 
this week that catches you off  guard. The 
conversation may prove inspiring and open 

doors to new opportunities.

LIBRA: Sept. 23-Oct. 23. Libra, you may be quick 
to dismiss insights that come your way via a 

hunch or a feeling. You 
tend to value logic, but 
go with your gut on this.

SCORPIO: Oct. 24-Nov. 
22. Scorpio, you have 
a plan and it includes 
new friends, a new 
attitude and a new 
location. It may take you 
a little while to achieve 
all of this, but remain 
patient and focused.

SAGITTARIUS: Nov. 
23-Dec. 21. Sagittarius, 
you love to experiment 
with new ideas and 
discover new people. 
You will be excited 
to fi nd yourself in a 
burgeoning romance. 
Enjoy the ride.

CAPRICORN: Dec. 
22-Jan. 20. Capricorn, 
double-check all of the 
numbers in your budget 
because you want to be 
sure you are accounting 
for every penny. This 
isn’t a time to estimate.

AQUARIUS: Jan. 21-
Feb. 18. Confusing 
signs could be coming 
from friends or 
coworkers, Aquarius. 
Don’t be afraid to seek 
some clarity. Others 
will appreciate your 
honesty.

PISCES: Feb. 19-March 
20. Communication is the name of the game 
this week, Pisces. It may come in the form of a 
speech, email or even a handwritten letter.

Cosmic Forecast

OPEN: T-F 10-5, Saturday 9:30-4
Closed Sunday and Monday

260 Court Street, Middlebury, Vt. 05753
802-388-3559   www.middleburysewnvac.com

Sew Spooky!Sew Spooky!
Venture in to explore our 
wide variety of fabrics 
and everything you 
need to cra�  your way 
through Halloween!

BRISTOL • VT453-7799

Fall is here!
Stock up on all your chilly 
weather knitting supplies.

Mon., Wed.- Sat. 
10am-5pm

Masks now required in store

OCT. 7 — Sherman Alexie, novelist (55)
OCT. 8 — Faith Ringgold, artist (91)
OCT. 9 — Marie Kondo, organizing expert (37)
OCT. 10 — Alberto Giacometti, sculptor (d)

OCT. 11 — Thich Nhat Hanh, bhuddist monk, 
author (95)
OCT. 12 — Edith Stein, philosopher (d)
OCT. 13 — Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, politician 
(32)

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS

ART ON MAIN HOSTS

What’s “5X5” you ask? Five artists will be showing fi ve 
new pieces of work at Art on Main in Bristol. The show 
opens on Oct. 15 and will run through Nov. 14. There will 
be an opening reception on Friday from 5-7 p.m.

The featured artists include Valerie Dearing, David King, 
Anne Majusiak, Ellen Spring and Michelle Turbide. 
Their works reveal a new twist or turn to their current 
mediums — this could be a new technique, a new source 
of inspiration, color or shape.

Come see the new pieces at Art on Main. The gallery is 
open Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

5X5

the Civil War, inspired 
her narrative history, 
“The Black Woods,” 
to be published by 
Cornell. She is a long-
time contributor to 
Adirondack Life, a 
New York Academy of 

History Fellow, and a recipient of fellowships from Yaddo, 
MacDowell, and the New York State Archives.   

Suggested donation at the door $10-$15. All proceeds 
benefi t Town Hall Theater’s education program.  

ART
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Valerie Dearing, David King, Anne 
Majusiak, Ellen Spring and Michelle 
Turbide will show new work at Art on 
Main’s “5x5” exhibit opening on Friday, 
Oct. 15.

Rt 7 South, Middlebury • 388-2800
Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 10-1 

www.middleburyfloralandgifts.com

We’ve got Mums!
And so much more!
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THURSDAY, 
OCT. 7

“SIGHTLINES: PICTURING THE BATTELL 
WILDERNESS” TALK IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, 
Oct. 7, noon, Henry Sheldon Museum garden, 
1 Park St. Join photographer Caleb Kenna and 
artist Jill Madden as they discuss their work 
in the Sheldon’s fall exhibit. Through their 
art, Madden and Kenna explore the Joseph 
Battell and Breadloaf Wilderness areas of 
the Green Mountains. Tickets $5 at the door. 
Limited capacity, pre-registration required at 
henrysheldonmuseum.org or 802-388-2117.

“THE MAID OF ORLEANS” IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Thursday, Oct. 7, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 68 
S. Pleasant St. See Oct. 1 listing.

FRIDAY, OCT. 8
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Friday, Oct. 8, Trail Around Middlebury to 
Chipman Hill. This is an easy to moderate 3+ mile 
hike that meanders through Battell and Means 
Woods with an 800 feet ascent up Chipman 
Hill. Wear appropriate clothing for hiking and 
bring water, a snack and hiking poles, if used. 
For details contact trip leader David Andrews at 
vtrevda@yahoo.com or 802-388-4894. More at 

gmcbreadloaf.org.

OPENING RECEPTION IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, 
Oct. 8, 5-7 p.m., Henry Sheldon Museum, 1 
Park St. At the exhibit reception for “Sightlines: 
Picturing the Battell Wilderness,: mingle in the 
Museum garden with wine and nibbles (weather 
permitting) and view the exhibit. Caleb Kenna 
and Jill Madden will attend the reception and will 
be happy to speak informally with guests. Free 
and open to the public.

COCOON IN MIDDLEBURY. Friday, Oct. 8, 
7:30 p.m., Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts Center, 
72 Porter Field Rd. Inspired by the popular 
storytelling phenomenon The Moth, Cocoon is 
a special evening of true stories told live and 
without notes. This year’s edition, on the theme 
of “Rebuilding,” features six storytellers. Tickets: 
$15/10/8/5. Streaming available. In-person 
attendees must have Covid vaccination and wear 
masks. More info at middlebury.edu/arts.

SATURDAY, OCT. 9
DORIC STRING QUARTET, JONATHAN BISS, 
PIANO IN MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Oct. 9, 7:30 
p.m., Robison Hall, Mahaney Arts Center, 72 
Porter Field Rd. A powerhouse evening with 
the luminary young British quartet playing 
Beethoven and Bartók, then teaming up with 

renowned pianist Jonathan Biss for Elgar’s 
Piano Quintet in A Major. Tickets: $25/20/10/5; 
Streaming-only tickets: $15/5. Pre-concert 
lecture by Professor of Music Larry Hamberlin, 
6:15 PM, Room 125. In-person attendees must 
have Covid vaccination and wear masks. More 
info at middlebury.edu/arts.

TWANGTOWN PARAMOURS IN BRANDON. 
Saturday, Oct. 9, 7:30 p.m., Brandon Music, 62 
Country Club Rd. Americana music straight 
from Nashville. Tickets $25. Pre-concert dinner 
available for $35. Reservations required for 
dinners and recommended for the show. Venue 
is BYOB. More info at brandon-music.net, 802-
247-4295 or info@brandon-music.net.

THE UNKNOWN BLUES BAND WITH SPECIAL 
GUESTS IN VERGENNES. Saturday, Oct. 9, 7:30 
p.m., Vergennes Opera House, 120 Main St. After 
a year “in the dark” VOH’s 2021-2022 season will 
open with an opera house favorite. Come hear 
this iconic Vermont blues band and dance to 
the music. Doors and cash bar hosted by Bar 
Antidote/Hired Hand open at 6:30 p.m., show 
starts at 7:30 p.m. Tickets $20. More into at 
vergennesoperahouse.org.

“THE MAID OF ORLEANS” IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Saturday, Oct. 9, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall Theater, 

  
MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY TELEVISION:

P.O. Box 785, Middlebury, Vt. 05753MCTV SCHEDULE Channels 1071 & 1091
Please see the MCTV website, www.middleburycommunitytv.org, for changes 
in the schedule; MCTV events, classes and news; and to view many programs 

online. Submit listings to the above address, or call 388-3062.
MCTV Channel 1071 
Friday, Oct. 8
 5 a.m. Cannabis Control Board  
  (CCB) -Social Equity
 7:30 a.m. Congregational Church  
  Service
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Gov. Scott  
  Weekly Update
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Church  
  Service
 5:30 p.m. Energy Week
 6:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition with  
  Robin Scheu
 7:05 p.m. CCB - Market Structure,  
  Licensing
 9 p.m. Green Mountain Care  
  (GMC) Board, State House
Saturday, Oct. 9
 6:30 a.m. Task Force On Affordable,  
  Accessible Health Care
 9 a.m. Energy Week
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 3:25 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 4 p.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 5:30 p.m. Eckankar
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m. Energy Week
 8:30 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
Sunday, Oct. 10
 12 a.m. CCB 
 5 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs

 9 a.m. Catholic Mass
 9:30 a.m. The Story Matters
 10 a.m. Energy Week
 11 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 12:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 1:01 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 5:30 p.m. Eckankar 
 6 p.m. The Story Matters
 7 p.m. Catholic Mass
 7:30 p.m. CCB - Public Health 
Monday, Oct. 11
 12 a.m. CCB
 6 a.m. The Story Matters
 6:30 a.m. State House
 10 a.m. Selectboard
 12 p.m. The Story Matters, Public  
  Affairs
 4 p.m. Gov. Scott Weekly Update
 8 p.m. GMC Board
Tuesday, Oct. 12
 12 a.m. GMC Board
 5 a.m. State House
 9:30 a.m. Eckankar
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 2 p.m. CCB - Compliance
 3 p.m. Energy Week
 4 p.m. Congregational Service
 5:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 7 p.m. Selectboard (LIVE)
Wednesday, Oct. 13

 12 a.m. CCB – Sustainability
 5 a.m. State House
 7:30 a.m. Memorial Baptist Service
 9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass
 10 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 5 p.m. Energy Week
 7 p.m. Selectboard
 9:30 p.m. Middlebury Edition
 11 p.m. Gov. Scott
Thursday, Oct. 14
 5 a.m. Selectboard, Public Affairs
 8 a.m. Congregational Service
 9:30 a.m. The Story Matters
 10 a.m. Gov. Scott
 12 p.m. Selectboard, Gov.Scott
 8 p.m. Energy Week, Public Affairs
 10:30 p.m. Eckankar
 11 p.m. Gov. Scott, Public Affairs

Channel 1091 July 16, 2021
Friday, Oct. 8
 4 a.m. Dr. John Campbell-COVID  
  Lectures
 5:30 a.m. GMALL Lecture
 10 a.m. Growing Bright Futures
 10:30 a.m. On The Waterfront –  
  upforlearning.org - Interveiw
 12 p.m. Hands in the Dirt – Putting  
  Food By
 2 p.m. ACSD Board Meeting
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ

 6 p.m. COVID Lectures
 10 p.m. The Real Joan of Arc 
Saturday, Oct. 9
 5 a.m. All Things LGBQ
 6 a.m. Growing Bright Futures
 6:30 a.m. On The Waterfront
 7:30 a.m. John Singleton Copley at  
  Shelburne Museum
 8:30 a.m. Current Topics in Science
 4 p.m. Kids Yoga
 4:25 p.m. Yoga with Liza Eaton
 5:30 p.m. All Things LGTQ
 6:30 p.m. The Real Joan of Arc
 8 p.m. COVID Lectures
Sunday, Oct. 10
 5 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 a.m. Current Topics in Science
 7:15 a.m. Kids Yoga, Yoga w/Liza  
  Eaton
 8:30 a.m. COVID Lectures
 1 p.m. On the Waterfront
 1:33 p.m. Hands in the Dirt
 2 p.m. Current Topics in Science 
 4:30 p.m. GMALL Lecture
 9 p.m. COVID Lectures
Monday, Oct. 11
 5 a.m. GMALL Lecture
 6:30 a.m. Kids Yoga
 11 a.m. Chair Yoga with Liza Eaton
 12 p.m. Growing Bright Futures
 12:30 p.m. Hands in the Dirt 

 3 p.m. COVID Lectures
 5 p.m. Current Topics in Science
 10 p.m. COVID Lectures
Tuesday, Oct. 12
 9 a.m. COVID Lectures
 10 a.m. GMALL Lecture
 12 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 1 p.m. Hands in the Dirt
 1:45 p.m. Current Topics in Science
 5 p.m. Grwoing Bright Futures
 6 p.m. ACSD Board
 9 p.m. On The Waterfront
Wednesday, Oct. 13
 5 a.m. COVID Lectures
 6:30 a.m. Local School Boards
 3:30 p.m. GMALL Lecture
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6 p.m. Current Topics in Science
 8:30 p.m. COVID Lectures
Thursday, Oct. 14
 12 a.m. COVID Lectures
 2 a.m. Current Topics in Science 
 6 a.m. All Things LGBTQ
 7 a.m. Yoga 
 12 p.m. Growing Bright Futures
 12:30 p.m. Hands in the Dirt
 1 p.m. On the Waterfront 
 4 p.m. Yoga
 5 p.m. All Things LGBTQ
 6:15 p.m. COVID Lectures
 8 p.m. Local School Boards

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Pet of the Week

Gen. Stark's Pub is OPEN Thurs.-Sat. 4:30-8: '30 p.m.Gen. Stark's Pub is OPEN Thurs.-Sat.

madriverglen.com

OPEN

Thur'-'Sat

4':'30'-8:'30

Thursday
Burger & Lawson's

SPECIALS

Friday
Fish Fry

Saturday
Prime Rib

Sunday Brunch
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sunday
Live Music

1'-''3 p.m.
John Lackard
Blues Band

On the deck, weather permitting

8/8Stark’s Pub
Open for Lunch! 

SATURDAY
BEGINNING AT 11AM

madriverglen.com

Fall 
Foliage 
W E E K E N D S

Final weekend!
Oct. 9-10 

Single Chair Hours: 
10 AM-2:30 PM
Foliage lift ride tickets are good 
for a round trip from base to 
summit and back down again. 
$20 for adults and $15 for 
juniors and seniors (free for 
season pass holders). 

Check our website for updated 
food service, general store 
and ticket booth hours on fall 
foliage weekends.

68 S. Pleasant St. See Oct. 1 listing.

ABBY SHERMAN AND THE WAY NORTH IN 
LINCOLN. Saturday, Oct. 9, 7:30 p.m., Burnham 
Hall, 52 E. River Rd. The opening concert in the 
Burnham Music Series’ tenth year features this 
young, up and coming, Vermont musician who 
demonstrates strong songwriting in the utmost 
raw, personal and relatable way. Tickets $10 for 
adults. Teens and kids are free.

SUNDAY, OCT. 10
DRUM CIRCLE IN RIPTON. Sunday, Oct. 10, 11:15 
a.m., Spirit In Nature, Goshen Rd. Friends of SpIN 
drum circle, with Dan Shea and friends will be 
on hand, as well as some didgeridoos. Outdoors, 
free and open to the public; bring your own drum 
if you have one. More info at spiritinnature.org/
new-events.

“THE SUFFRAGIST REENACTMENT SOCIETY” 
ON STAGE IN VERGENNES. Sunday, Oct. 10, 
2-3 p.m., Vergennes Opera House, 120 Main St. 
Covering the period 1848-1920, this play is a fast-
paced journey through the history of how women 
fought for and won the right to vote in the United 
States. Appropriate for ages 12 and up. No cost 
to attend, however tickets are recommended, 
available at bit.ly/suffragistreenactment. Face 
coverings and proof of vaccination or negative 
Covid test required while in the theater.

MONDAY, OCT. 11
“BREADLOAF AS A VITAL CENTER,” VIRTUAL 
LECTURE. Monday, Oct. 11, 7 p.m., Zoom: 
Henry Sheldon Museum presents a talk by 
Bill McKibben, Middlebury College Scholar in 
Residence in Environmental Studies. McKibben 
will discuss his wilderness experiences, the 
environmental and recreational importance of 
the mountains, and his admiration for the artistic 
outdoor explorations of artists Caleb Kenna and 

Jill Madden. Presented in conjunction with the 
Sheldon’s current exhibit “Sightlines- Picturing 
the Battell Wilderness.” $5 pre-registration 
required at henrysheldonmuseum.org/events.

TUESDAY, OCT. 12
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN KEENE 
VALLEY, N.Y. Tuesday, Oct. 12, Giant Ridge. 
Strenuous hike, 6.1 miles round trip, 3,018 foot 
vertical gain, some scrambling up ledges. 
Spectacular views. Well-mannered dogs on 
leash welcome. For details contact trip leader 
Morris Earle at morrisearle@gmail.com or 802-
734-0984. More at gmcbreadloaf.org.

THURSDAY, OCT. 14
AMY GODINE IN MIDDLEBURY. Thursday, Oct. 
14, 6 p.m., Town Hall Theater , 68 S. Pleasant St. 
Dreaming of Timbuctoo curator and writer Amy 
Godine, an author and independent historian, will 
introduce the story of a Black Adirondack farm 
settlement called Timbuctoo and a rich New 
York abolitionist’s effort to seed northern New 
York with Black pioneers in 1846. She will also 
explore the several ways the Timbuctoo story 
resonated with Vermonters.

FRIDAY, OCT. 15
“THE AGITATORS” ON STAGE IN MIDDLEBURY. 
Friday, Oct. 15, 7 p.m.,Town Hall Theater, 68 S. 
Pleasant St. Ro Boddie and Tara Giordano portray 
Frederick Douglass and Susan B. Anthony in this 
gorgeous play. IN conjunction with the exhibit 
“Dreaming of Timbuctoo.”

SATURDAY, OCT. 16
“BORIS GODUNOV” LIVE IN HD IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Oct 16, 1 p.m., Town Hall 
Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. Bass René Pape, the 
world’s reigning Boris, reprises his overwhelming 

portrayal of the tortured tsar caught between 
grasping ambition and crippling paranoia, kicking 
off the Metropolitan Opera’s Live in HD season. 
Tickets $24 adults/$10 student plus applicable 
fees. All attendees must be vaccinated and 
wear a mask. More info at townhalltheater.org or 
ocmvermont.org.

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB HIKE IN SALISBURY. 
Saturday, Oct. 16, Rattlesnake Point. This is a 
4-mile hike of moderate difficulty. A generally 
gentle hike but with several steep inclines 
to gain the cliff area. 1,160 ft. ascent. Views 
of Lake Dunmore, Silver Lake, Otter Creek 
watershed and the Adirondack Mountains. 
Limited to 10 participants. For more information 
and to register, contact leader Ruth Penfield at 
ruthpenfield@gmail.com or 802-388-5407. More 
at gmcbreadloaf.org.

HUNGRYTOWN FOLK MUSIC DUO IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Saturday, Oct. 16, 2 p.m., Ilsley 
Public Library garden, 75 Main St. Come hear this 
free outdoor concert. Rain location will be the 
library’s reference room.

SUNDAY, OCT. 17
“MY OCTOPUS TEACHER” ON SCREEN IN 
MIDDLEBURY. Sunday, Oct. 17, 2 p.m., Town 
Hall Theater, 68 S. Pleasant St. The first film in 
this year’s MNFF Selects monthly screening 
series, themed Humans and Animals: Shared 
Experiences, Intersecting Worlds, is this Academy 
Award-winning documentary about a filmmaker 
who forges an unusual friendship with an octopus 
living in a South African kelp forest, and learns 
deeply as the animal shares the mysteries of her 
world. The film is free and open to all. Series pass 
(7-film package), $105/single tickets $16/children 
under 12 $7, available at townhalltheater.org. All 
attendees 12 and over must be vaccinated and all 
attendees, including children under 12, must wear 
masks while inside the theater.
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F
all is here — that magnifi cent but fl eeting 
season when the forests array themselves 
in their most splendid fi nery as they bid a 
fi nal adieu to summer.

But, not to be outdone by the 
surrounding forests, as the season 
gradually draws to a close, our gardens 

also off er their own 
grande fi nale. Here 
are some of the 
delights of the season 
in my Goshen garden:

Blue fl owers create the perfect foil for all the 
yellow and bronze colors in our gardens at this 
time of year, especially Autumn Joy Sedum 
and the ubiquitous Black Eyed Susans. And the 
best blue fl owers for fall are undoubtedly the 
hardy Rozanne Geranium — with its mounds 
of periwinkle blue fl owers that start in July and 
continue until cut down by a hard frost — and 
lower growing asters like Woods Light Blue New 
York Aster.

Every fall my long-lived hardy Mary Stoker 
Chrysanthemum, with its beautiful pale yellow 
buttery fl owers, never fails to delight me. But, 
even better, it is also an absolute magnet for late-
season bees and butterfl ies foraging for pollen. 

Like most of us, I would not be without a few 
Panicle Hydrangeas (Hydrangea paniculata), to 
bring the season to a close. These easily-grown 
shrubs have huge infl orescences that start out 
creamy colored in summer and then gradually 
turn dark pink as the season progresses. Recently 
the plant breeders have brought us a plethora 
of cultivars, ranging in size from the miniature 
Bobo (which matures at around three feet) to 
substantial shrubs like Pink Diamond — which 
is my personal favorite — that matures at about 
10 feet high and wide. So, if you are thinking of 
planting one in your garden, be sure to check the 
space available in your garden before you make 
that trip to the nursery.

And after a fabulous summer of berry 
production, in October my blueberry bushes 
are giving me one fi nal gift for the season as 
they turn a gorgeous bronze color that rivals 
the colors in the surrounding forest. Indeed 

blueberry bushes make an 
excellent substitute for the invasive 
burning bush (Euonymus alatus), 

which is best banished from our gardens. 

I love to gaze up at the Seven-Son Flower tree 
(Heptacodium miconioides) just outside my study 
window. This unusual small tree has a beautiful 
peeling bark that is a pleasure in every season. But 
also, each September it bursts forth with lovely 
white fl owers that are a buzz with bees, soon to be 
followed by delightful pinkish fruit.

Ornamental grasses also make spectacular 
contributions to our fall gardens. My personal 
favorites include the low growing Prairie Dropseed 
(Sporobolus heterelopis) and also taller cultivars of 
the prairie Bluestem grass — especially Standing 
Ovation — and Switch Grass, both of which I like to 
leave standing throughout the winter where they 
look stunning in a light snow.

Fall is also the perfect time for garden projects. (Is 
this a heading? If yes, forget the period….)

Since spring is nature’s time of renewal, it is hardly 
surprising that spring is also when most gardeners 

Judith’s Goshen garden in fall is full of vibrant colors that match the surrounding forest.. PHOTOS / DICK CONRAD

JUDITH IRVENBY

DICK CONRAD
WITH PHOTOS BY

THE GARDEN’S

GRAND FINALE

Judith Irven will be teaching a Garden Design workshop at the 
Middlebury Studio School at the end of October. Over the course of this 
three-week workshop, students will create a personal design project for 

their own gardens. For more information visit middleburystudioschool.org/adult-art-classes.

you
know?

did
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which is best banished from our gardens. 

I love to gaze up at the Seven-Son Flower tree 
(Heptacodium miconioides) just outside my study 
window. This unusual small tree has a beautiful 
peeling bark that is a pleasure in every season. But 
also, each September it bursts forth with lovely 
white flowers that are a buzz with bees, soon to be 
followed by delightful pinkish fruit.

Ornamental grasses also make spectacular 
contributions to our fall gardens. My personal 
favorites include the low growing Prairie Dropseed 
(Sporobolus heterelopis) and also taller cultivars of 
the prairie Bluestem grass — especially Standing 
Ovation — and Switch Grass, both of which I like to 
leave standing throughout the winter where they 
look stunning in a light snow.

Fall is also the perfect time for garden projects. (Is 
this a heading? If yes, forget the period….)

Since spring is nature’s time of renewal, it is hardly 
surprising that spring is also when most gardeners 

think about initiating a major garden project.

But, in reality, the best time for undertaking a 
substantial garden activity — such as creating a 
brand new garden bed or refreshing one that is in 
need of a makeover — is in October when the days 
are cool and the air is bug-free. A delightful time 
indeed to be outdoors in our gardens.

October is also when, as a direct response 
to the ever shortening length of days, as the 
leaves die back, our perennials gradually enter 
a state of dormancy. This is when you can plant 
new perennials or dig and move some of your 
existing ones from one place to another without 
damaging their green shoots or drying out their 
roots. (By contrast, in springtime, it is all too easy 
to inadvertently damage the young tender green 
shoots or shrivel the roots in the hot sun.)

Furthermore, in October, after most plants have 
dropped their leaves, we can more readily see 
the underlying shapes of the garden’s skeleton, 
making it easier to lay out a new bed or correct the 
shape of an existing one.

CREATING A NEW FLOWER BED
First mark out the shape of the bed, using either 
landscape flags or a hosepipe. Check the shape 
from an upstairs window to make sure it is 
pleasing, and adjust it if necessary. 

Then go to work. Using a flat garden spade or 
similar tool, skim off the top few inches of grass 
and soil, along with the roots of any weedy 
perennials like dandelions, all of which can be 
added to your compost pile.

Now loosen the top six to nine inches of soil with 
a garden fork, also removing as many stones as 
possible. 

Next spread a layer of aged compost, at least two 
to three inches deep, over the entire bed. Whether 
your existing soil consists of clay or sand, or just 
lacks organic matter, adding compost will improve 
it immeasurably. The organic matter in the compost 
helps to create soil with good tilth and aeration 
which in turn promotes strong root growth.

You can start with your own compost and then 
augment it with a composted manure product 
(such as Moo-doo), preferably in bulk rather than 
bagged. However be sure to avoid fresh manure as 
it will most likely contain viable weed seeds.

Next, to prevent lawn grasses from encroaching 
into the bed, I like to edge all my beds; over the 
long run I have found this to be a significant 
time-saver. Look for 5-inch high plastic edging in 
convenient 60-foot rolls (Master Gardener brand is 
one product that I have found works well). Install it 
so that the beaded top is just at ground level; once 
the bed is mulched it will be almost invisible.

After preparing the soil, cover the whole area with a 
light layer of mulch. Mulch both minimizes returning 

weeds and also helps to keep the soil moist. 

To mulch an entire bed start by spreading several 
layers of newspaper over everything; newspaper 
will stop light from reaching the soil, thus 
preventing weed seeds from germinating. 

Now add a couple of inches of double-ground 
bark mulch. (Finely ground bark mulch can 
often be obtained in bulk from local nurseries or 
lumberyards.) 

By putting down mulch right away you can hold 
your new bed until you are ready to plant. At that 
point just pull the bark mulch to one side and dig 
directly through the newspaper. 

You can plant trees and shrubs, as well as 
perennials in the fall, providing you do it several 
weeks before the ground freezes for winter. 
You can then complete the planting in the early 
spring, giving your new plants enough time to get 
established before the hot weather starts. 

I do not recommend using any landscape cloth 
(either fabric or plastic). It prevents you from 
digging in the soil, such as to add compost, install 
a new plant or remove a weed. 

Also, as it breaks down over time, all landscape 
cloth creates a real mess in the soil. As the plants 
grow they become entangled in it, which then 
makes it impossible to remove.

REFRESHING A TIRED FLOWER BED
As our gardens mature and mellow, gradually our 
flower beds become a delightful mix of perennials 
that, over the years gently merge together to form 
a beautiful and colorful tapestry. And, at the same 
time, as the desirable perennials mingle together, 
they start to shade the intervening spaces — and 
gradually crowd out the weeds.

But what about the reverse nightmare situation 
where the weeds start to win out — resulting in 
an unsightly tangled mess that — little by little — 
begins to engulf our beloved perennials.

Fall is the perfect time to tackle this problem. After 
their leaves have died back for the season you can 
dig up all your existing perennials without harming 
them. If you want you can also divide their roots to 
create more plants, and then place everything in a 
plastic bag until you are ready for replanting. 

And suppose you discover that the roots of grasses 
and other weeds are intertwined among the roots 
of the perennials you have dug? Just soak the 
entire root mass in a large container of water for 
a couple of hours, after which you will be able to 
easily disentangle the weedy roots from the roots 
of your plants. 

Next you need to thoroughly dig through your 
entire bed to remove all the remaining weeds, 
carefully working around the roots of the existing 
woody shrubs as you go. 

Then, once you are convinced the bed is weed-
free, refresh the soil with compost and replant all 
your perennial roots. You may even find you have 
some to share with friends.

Judith Irven and Dick Conrad live in Goshen 
where together they nurture a large garden. 
Judith is a Vermont Certified Horticulturist and 
teaches Sustainable Home Landscaping for 
the Vermont Master Gardener program. You 
can subscribe to her blog about her Vermont 
gardening life at northcountryreflections.com. 
Dick is a landscape and garden photographer; 
you can see more of his photographs at 
northcountryimpressions.

Judith’s Goshen garden in fall is full of vibrant colors that match the surrounding forest.. PHOTOS / DICK CONRAD

A Tortoiseshell Butterfly and a bee enjoy the pollen they are finding the Mary Stoker chrysanthemums.



PAGE 10 — Addison Independent | ARTS+LEISURE | Thursday, October 7, 2021

ACROSS
 1. Leg shank

 5. A way to recognize

11. “VeggieTales” character

12. Getting out of by cunning

16. Mythological mountain

17. Atomic #18

18. Viscous liquid

19. 2010 Denzel fi lm

24. 12th star in a constellation

25. Made better

26. Pouches

27. Nervous twitch

28. This (Spanish)

29. Tennis legend Bjorn

30. Hand (Spanish)

31. Afrikaans

33. Int’l interpreters 

organization (abbr.)

34. Treated with kid gloves

38. Leaseholder

39. Frogs, toads, tree toads

40. Popular dance

43. Sailing maneuver: tack & _

44. Indicates speed of 

rotation (abbr.)

45. Mark

49. Health insurance

50. Custom clothing brand

51. One who makes suits

53. Execute or perform

54. Degree of pleasantness 

when tasting

56. Equal to roughly 5.6 

bushels

58. Blood group

59. Imaginary line

60. Hopeless

63. Darken

64. Spoke

65. Work units

DOWN
 1. A way to fi t out

 2. Football carries

 3. Force out

 4. Maintaining equilibrium

 5. Sealed with a kiss

 6. Type of container

 7. Hollywood

 8. We

 9. Small freshwater ducks

10. Norse personifi cation of 

old age

13. Says who you are

14. Candidate

Sudoku
Each Sudoku puzzle 
consists of a 9x9 
grid that has been 
subdivided into nine 
smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve 
the puzzle each row, 
column and box 
must contain each 
of the numbers 1 to 
9. Puzzles come in 
three grades: easy, 
medium and diffi  cult. 

Level: Medium

This week’s puzzle solutions can be found on Page 15.

15. Sugar found in honey and 

sweet fruits

20. Defunct language (abbr.)

21. Take too much

22. Iranian province

23. Records electric currents

27. __ and feathers

29. Beloved Mr. T character

30. More (Spanish)

31. Beverage

32. Promotional material

33. Green vegetable

34. National capital

35. To any further extent

36. Swollen, infl amed lymph 

node

37. Anger

38. Pound

40. Popular Yugo

41. Salt of acetic acid

42. Millihenry

44. Israeli city __ Aviv

45. Make wider

46. Drink containing 

medicine

47. Acknowledging

48. Private, romantic 

rendezvous

50. Calvary sword

51. Disease of the lungs

52. 2001 Spielberg fi lm

54. Fleshy, watery fruit

55. In one’s chambers

57. Set of information (abbr.)

61. Dorm employee

62. Indicates position

Puzzles

Exercise your mind.
With the Addy Indy puzzles every Thursday!

Stay Sharp
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 PETS IN NEED
 HOMEWARD BOUND
 Addison County s̓ Humane Society

Call or check our website. We may have a pet for you.
388-1100 | HomewardBoundAnimals.org

236 Boardman Street | Middlebury, VT

This cool guy is a lovable panther. Vacley 
doesn’t want to live with other cats, but he 
has lived with a dog and adored that. He is 
affectionate and awesome!

This old man is a mush. Twitter can take 
time to warm up to an environment. With 
proper introductions, he can warm up to 
other cats. Mellow dogs won’t invade his 
space would be fi ne with him. Once he 
feels safe and comfortable with you, he 
will beg for attention and food. Twitter 
deserves a loving and stable home for the 
rest of his life.
 
 

This wiggle-butt is Jayla! She is crazy 
about people and would adore a human 
of her very own. She needs to be the 
only animal in the household. As far as 
she is concerned, cats are 100% snacks. 
She is playful and in need of bonding 
and training with her new owner. She is 
4-years old and as cute as it gets. We are 
learning more about her the more time 
we spend with her, so call and talk to us 
to see if Jayla is the one you have been 
looking for!

 
Max is a 10-year old Goldendoodle who 
lived with one owner until medical issues 
persisted and now Max is here looking for 
the new loves of his life. Max is house-
trained and so sweet. He loves people 
and is a gentle player. He has been hit by 
a car recently and required stitches. He is 
healing well. Max is good with female dogs 
and both indoor and outdoor cats!
  

 

Meet Minnie, a 3 year old Mini Rex that 
is super social, energetic, and full of love. 
She previously lived with children, a dog 
and another bunny friend. She would do 
well in a home with or without another 
bun as she never bonded with the one 
she lived with.

Meet Hurley (5-years) and Spiker (4-months). This here is a duo of G-Pigs! We 
are hopeful that they can go home together as it would be really hard to separate 
them at this time in life. They are happy, social, vocal little wigglers just waiting to 
eat you out of house and veggies! Call today to meet these little loves.

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139
www.parisfarmersunion.com

At Paris, we have everything you 
need for your pets and animals!
•	 Dry	or	Wet	Dog	&	Cat	food
•	 Dog	&	Cat	beds,	toys,	cleaning	supplies	
&	accessories

•	 Fish,	bird,	rodent	&	reptile	supplies	and	
live	crickets	

•	Wild	bird	&	Squirrel	supplies	
•	 Backyard	animal	feed	&	supplies
•	 And	friendly,	knowledgeable	service	to	

help guide you!

1438 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 802-388-3139

Common cat health concerns
Content to keep to 
themselves most of 
the time, cats have a 
reputation of being more 
low maintenance pets than 
their canine counterparts. 
While they are very good 
at self-maintenance, cats 
are vulnerable to various 
illnesses and other health 
issues. It is imperative for 
cat owners to recognize 
symptoms of common 
conditions and seek 
veterinary help to keep cats 
as healthy as they can be.

Panleukopenia: Commonly 
called Panleuk or feline 
distemper, this is a virulent 
virus in the parovirus group. 
It is common among feral 
cats or other areas where 
large congregations of 
cats gather. Treatment for 
feline distemper occurs 
on a case by case basis, 
though fl uid therapy to 
prevent dehydration and 
maintain blood pressure 
is a common course of 
treatment.

Feline lower urinary tract 
disease (FLUTD): Estimates 
suggest as many as 3% of 
cats who visit the vet have 
FLUTD, which is a group 
of diseases with multiple 
causes. Symptoms include 
drinking more, straining to 
urinate, urinating in unusual 
places, crying while 
urinating, licking around the 
urethra, lack of appetite, 
and vomiting.

Fleas: Cats are subjected 
to various parasites, 
including fl eas. Cats that 
spend time both outside 
and indoors may be 
especially vulnerable to 
fl ea infestation. Hair loss, 
skin infections, fl ea dirt 
on the skin, and constant 
scratching and licking are 
signs of fl ea infestation. If 
left untreated, fl eas can 
cause anemia.

Feline leukemia virus 
(FelV): Feline leukemia was 

discovered in the 1960s 
and is one of the most 
commonly diagnosed 
causes of disease in 
domestic cats. FelV can 
severely inhibit a cat’s 
immune system, advises 
the ASPCA.

Feline immunodefi ciency 
virus (FIV): Another virus 
that can aff ect cats’ 
immune systems, FIV is 
slow-acting and may not 
show symptoms until years 
after initial infection. Cats 
may experience secondary 
infections as the virus takes 
hold. FIV is transmitted by 
deep bite wounds, during 
gestation or during birth.

Deafness: Many kittens are 
born without the ability to 
hear. It is more common in 
white cats with two blue 
eyes.

Tapeworms: This internal 
parasite can rob a cat 
of nutrients as it resides 
in the small intestines. 
Tapeworms can sometimes 
grow to two feet in length. 
Weight loss and vomiting 
are potential symptoms. 
Owners may see a 
tapeworm coming out of 
their cat’s anus while the 
cat is sleeping or relaxed.

High-rise syndrome: 
Unscreened windows pose 
a danger for curious cats. 
Falling from an elevated 
area can cause severe 
injuries. Contrary to popular 
belief, cats don’t always 
land on their feet. The 
danger is so prevalent that 
veterinary professionals 
have dubbed this “high-rise 
syndrome.”

— MetroCreative
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This home lives large with cathedral ceilings, spacious living area, a dream eat-
in kitchen with commercial stainless sink, lots of shelving and windows, open to 
the family room with custom stone hearth which hosts the wood stove to cozy 
up to on a crisp evening.  There are 2 bedrooms also with vaulted ceilings, both 
of  which open to the private park like acreage. Head into the living room from the 
front garden entry and connect through to the laundry room and attached 2-car 
garage. One-level living at its best in Middlebury with privacy and convenience.

34 SCHOOL HOUSE HILL RD, MIDDLEBURY

A LOOK INSIDE ADDISON COUNTY HOMES FOR SALE

Cozy one-level home in Middlebury

$350,000

This week’s property is managed by RE/MAX 
North Professionals, The Gridley Group, in 
Middlebury. More info at midvthomes.com.
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nbmvt.com • 1-877-508-8455 
Bank NMLS #403372

Make the dream of home ownership a reality. 
We can help. Contact us today or apply online.
Beth Buckman | Community Lender | NMLS #41062

WALLACE REALTY
48 Mountain Terrace

Bristol, VT 05443
PH 802-453-4670 • FAX 802-453-5898

Visit our websites at:
www.wallacere.com

www.greenbuiltvermont.com

Please call Kelly, Claire, or Tom

EQUAL  
HOUSING   
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject  to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 as amended 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or persons receiving 
public assistance, or an intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”

This newspaper will not  knowingly 
accept any advertisement for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of discrimination, call 
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.

realestate

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 
 A D S @ A D D I S O N I N D E P E N D E N T . C O M
 8 0 2 - 3 8 8 - 4 9 4 4

ADVERTISE WITH US

Sydney Starkman Christy Lynn

Tom Van SantJenna Hunsinger
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802-877-2134  •  www.ReVT4u.com
Your Forever Realtors, Building Relationships One Home at a Time!

We are a 
designated 

agency 
brokerage.

SHOREHAM, VT
This immaculate lakefront “Rustic Chalet” will make your 
dreams reality! Located near the southern end of Lake 
Champlain, this 2BR 1 BA home is an easy commute 
from the cities. The open living space with Pine Cathedral 
ceiling and a wood stove is the perfect place to gather. In 
warmer weather, enjoy 100’ of shoreline.
MLS #4880613 $429,000

designated 

Now is the Time to Find Your Lakeshore Property and be Ready for Next Spring!

New Listing

New Listing

New Listing

Year Round

Year Round

Year Round

Year Round

Year Round

Year Round

Year Round

Year Round

Year Round

Year Round

Year Round

Year Round

Year Round

Year Round

Year Round

Lakeshore

Lakeshore

Lakeshore

COMMUNITY CORNER

FERRISBURGH, VT
This whimsical 3 level house is tucked nicely away in the 
woods on a 3+ acre lot. Your bed will feel like it is in a 
treehouse and the kitchen is banked with windows to let 
in natural light. The living room is cozy with reading nooks 
and a desk space. The 3 season sleeping porch tops off 
the tranquil vibes.
MLS #4885108 $269,000

BRIDPORT, VT
Motivated seller! Now is the time to build your dream 
home on Lake Champlain. 7+ acres with over 200 feet of 
lakeshore and wide sweeping views. The lot is level and will 
be easy to build on and the wastewater permit is in place. 
All you need to do is design your three bedroom home, get 
a building permit and start to make new memories.
MLS #4868104 $295,000

Stephen Bates 
Exhibit

Bixby Memorial
Free Library

LAKESHORE

LAKESHORE

LAKESHORE

BUILDIN
G LOT

BUILDIN
G LOT

BUILDIN
G LOT

FERRISBURGH, VT
Year around home on Long Point - tennis and basketball 
courts, shared gardens and trails, etc. Double lot with 
garage lot. 3BR, 1 BA, hardwood floors, and natural wood 
finishes. 120 feet of lakeshore with a cement dock and 
lakeshore on two sides of the property.
MLS #4881331 $890,000

Year Round

Year Round

Year Round

Year Round

Year Round

Year Round

Lakeshore

Lakeshore

Lakeshore

The Bixby Library’s new Stephen Bates 
Exhibit is now on display in the Community 

Room! Come read about the life and 
times of Sheriff Bates, Vermont’s earliest 
known Black Sheriff and Chief of Police. 

bixbylibrary.org

Find your home, realtor, lender and/or next 
buyer in our weekly real estate pages. 

Interested in advertising in this section? Give us 
a call and we’ll help you connect with Addison 

County homebuyers, sellers and professionals.

 802-388-4944
 ads@addisonindependent.com

go ahead

LET OUR REAL ESTATE SECTION DO THE WORK FOR YOU.

PUT YOUR FEET UP
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P.O. Box 156  •  Vergennes, VT 05491

ARMORY LANE SENIOR HOUSING 

Waiting List Open

Addison County Community Trust (ACCT) is 
announcing that the waitlist for one and two bedroom 

apartments at Armory Lane Senior Housing in 
Vergennes is open and accepting new applications.  

Eff ective date of September 22nd 2021.

For more information or to request an application: 

 www.addisontrust.org, call (802) 877-2626 x109, TTY 711
or email carolyn@addisontrust.org

Equal Housing Opportunity

BSCRIBES
THE ADDISON INDEPENDENT

WE NEED UAnnual subscription for just $50. 
addisonindependent.com

s o l u t i o n s Oct. 7, 2021
Puzzle
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YOUR YARD, GARDEN AND PET PLACE™

OPEN
7 DAYS

MIDDLEBURY AGWAY
338 Exchange St., Middlebury • 388-4937
Monday - Friday 8-6, Saturday 8-5 • Sunday 9-4

The Planting 
Season Continues!
FALL BULBS are here! Including

All new Back-to-School
Fall & Winter Carhartt 
for the entire family.
New styles arriving daily!

*

Sale ends 10/17/21 Offer good on in-stock items only – while supplies last. Cannot be combined with any other sale or discount.

SAVINGS
20%OFF

Hurry While 
Supplies Last!20% OFF

ALL                             CLOTHING*
For Men, Women, Teens, 

Kids and Infants!

Beautiful Fresh Selection of  
Houseplants 
for Fall!   

BETTER LATE THEN NEVER…
BACK-TO-SCHOOL SALE!

Kids and Infants!

Outfi t the Whole Family!
New Kids Carhartt Line is Here!

For Men, Women, Teens, 
Kids and Infants!

Great 
Carhartt Deals 

For the 
Whole Family

Stop in and grab 

them before 

they’re all gone!

LOCAL ORGANIC GARLIC!

and Ornamental Corn
Pumpkins! Plus Cornstalks
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MON-FRI 8-5, SAT 8-12 OR BY APPOINTMENT | 18 CREEK RD | MIDDLEBURY, VT | (802) 458-8999  

BradfordKitchenAndBath.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR IN-HOUSE FINANCING.

• KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGN
• INSTALLATION

• RENOVATIONS
• PROJECT MANAGEMENT

• CABINETRY & COUNTERTOPS
• HARDWARE & MORE!

FREE
STAINLESS STEEL 

UNDERMOUNT 
KITCHEN SINK 
WITH THE PURCHASE 

OF A GRANITE, QUARTZ 

OR SOLID SURFACE 

COUNTERTOP.

OFFER VALID THROUGH 12/31/21.

FALLING SHORT 
ON YOUR DIY 
PROJECTS?

Let us help you craft the bath of your dreams — for a price you can afford!
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By JOHN VAALER
MIDDLEBURY— A billow of 

smoke shot out from the exhaust 
of a giant boom lift as the platform 
elevated Orwell contractor Ray 
Papandrea toward a window 
at Otterside Condominiums in 
Middlebury during a big rehab 
project. 

“It’s a 60-foot lift,” Papandrea 
said. “I really couldn’t do the job 
without it. It pretty much turns me 
into three or four guys.”

Papandrea had been working 
eight months on renovating the 
surfaces of all six residence 
buildings at Otterside 
Condominiums, replacing old 
wood surfacing from the 1970s 
with a fresh white vinyl look that 
also gives Otterside enhanced 
insulation. 

The contractor also applied vinyl 
to the condominium’s standalone 
mailroom and garages, and 
installed windows on a case-by-
case basis. 

He expected to finish work on all 
six Otterside residence buildings 
by the end of the summer. 

Otterside Association Board 
President Peggy Connor could 
not overstate the benefits of the 
complex’s new look compared to 
its previous 1970s design. 

“I’ve lived here 20 years and I 
didn’t think I’d see the renovation,” 
she said. “(Sometimes), the stars 
align, the timing is right. The 
persistence clearly paid off. I 
couldn’t be happier.”
THE BEST LAID SCHEMES

Papandrea’s initial task was 
daunting.

“(The complex) has wood siding 
and it’s been there 50 years,” 
Connor said. “Moisture, rain: It’s 
going to deteriorate.”

“It’s an interesting design, and a 
real challenge for a contractor,” she 
added. 

The wood, musty with some 
holes several inches wide, was 
so damaged in some places that 
Connor joked it looked as if 
woodpeckers had been visiting the 
condominium complex. 

The association’s board looked 
at several contractors for the job; 
in the end Papandrea offered the 
cheapest price: around $250,000. 

Papandrea explained 
how he was able to go 
lower on his offer than 
his competitors: the 
Orwell contractor has 
his own boom lift.

“To rent that lift 
you’d get bids $30,000 
over,” he said. 

“Height has 
presented no problems 
to me because of the 
boom,” he also noted.

Connor said that the decision to 
pay for the refurbishment was not 
made lightly by the condominium 
board. “We had to raise the fees to 
make the loan,” she said. “It was an 
extra $100 a month, so the fee went 

from $275 to $375 a 
month.”

But soon after 
Papandrea started 
getting to work, the 
Otterside community 
figured out that the 
increase in monthly 
fees was definitely 
worth it.

“Everyone I’ve seen 
told me its looks great,” 
Papandrea exclaimed. 

“Every person who gives you a 
word of encouragement boosts 
your morale (and) makes you want 
to work harder.”

One of Papandrea’s earliest 
decisions was to not dispose of 

Otterside Condominiums gets a fresh new look 

RAY PAPANDREA PLANS how he’s going to bend an aluminum sheet, which he’s using on the rare surfaces of the condominiums which aren’t getting covered in vinyl. 
Independent photo/John Vaaler

(See Otterside, Page 5C)

“I always 
run my 

business 
like these 
(homeowners) 
are my 
neighbors.”
— Ray Papandrea

the old, worn-out wood surface, 
but to apply mostly vinyl and 
some aluminum above the decrepit 
planks. 

“There really was no reason to 
rip off the vertical siding,” he said. 
“The disposal fees to take away 
the siding would have been (too 
high).”

The contractor summarized his 
plan with an epigram. 

“As we say in the contractor 
business: Vinyl is final,” Papandrea 
said.

Papandrea’s work on Otterside 
Apartments is now in its final 

stages.
GENTLEMAN CONTRACTOR

Papandrea has worked as a 
contractor for almost four decades. 
In that time, he’s learned that 
becoming friends with a client is, 
in many ways, just as important as 
the client’s project. 

He highlighted the importance of 
explaining his building decisions 
to the condominium’s residents. 

“I always run my business like 
these people are my neighbors 
now,” Papandrea said. 

“If (Otterside residents) knew 
how to do the vinyl, they would 

be doing it themselves,” he added. 
“It’s my job to show (what I’m 
doing) and doing it correctly. 
Hopefully that’s why I’ve been in 
business so long.”

Connor agreed that Papandrea 
has won the hearts of the people 
whose homes he is improving, 
noting that he often stops his work 
to converse with residents.’

“They all feel exactly the same 
way,” Connor said. “We can’t go 
out of the way without saying, ‘O 
my gosh, your work is amazing!’ 

“My dad’s 90 years old. He 

16 Creek Road, Middlebury  •  M-F 7:15-5:30, Sat. 8-3  •  388-6054
C O U N T R Y S I D E C A R P E TA N D PA I N T. C O M

M I D D L E B U R Y ’ S  S O U R C E

FOR PAINT, 
FLOORING & 
DECORATING 
NEEDS

Our flooring experts can help 
you select the best choice for 
your needs among our wide 
range of incredible options!
 
CARPET
TILE
HARDWOOD
LUXURY VINYL
VINYL
LAMINATE
NATURAL STONE
GLASS TILE
CORK
AREA RUGS

Stop in today, 
we’re ready to help! 

Middlebury’s source for  
interior/exterior paint 

& decorating needs
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Keeping
Good Company 

Full Interior Design Service
Pam Carter & Chelsea Audy

kgcvt.com - design@kgcvt.com
802-877-3004
Vergennes, VT 

MIDDLEBURY — The 
Vermont Retail Lumber Dealers 
Association (VRLDA) has 
named Scott Flynn, general 
manager of r.k. Miles Inc.’s 
Middlebury store, 
as their 2021 
Lumber Person 
of the Year. This 
award recognizes 
an individual 
who has made 
s i g n i f i c a n t 
contributions to 
the lumber and 
building materials 
industry as well as 
to his or her local 
community.

Flynn began 
his career in the 
lumber industry in the mid-’80s 
when Poulin Lumber opened a 
store in his hometown of Derby. 

“I started running forklifts 
and shucking lumber in the 
yard, then moved to driving, 

dispatching and finally I moved 
into inside sales,” he said. With 
a short stint running his own 
custom wood products business, 
Flynn returned to Poulin and 

rose the ranks 
as outside 
s a l e s p e r s o n , 
assistant manager, 
manager, then 
ultimately as 
general manager 
of that company’s 
location in 
Hardwick. 

Flynn joined 
the rk Miles 
team in 2016 as 
general manager 
of its Middlebury 
location. Since 

then, he has help support the 
company with its expansions 
in 2017 and 2020 and has been 
instrumental in implementing a 
dispatch and delivery system at 
most of the rk Miles locations 

in Vermont and Western 
Massachusetts.

Flynn spent a decade on the 
VRLDA board of directors, 
including a term as president 
from 2015-17, and has also 
served on the NRLA’s board 
of directors and convention 
committee.

“If you get a chance to 
participate or serve on a board 
in your industry, do so,” he 
advised. “The networking will 
only empower you and bring 
you to new levels.”

Flynn is the fifth rk 
Miles employee to win this 
distinguished award. 

rk Miles is a third-generation 
family business founded in 
Manchester in 1940. The 
company supplies lumber, 
building materials and home 
goods out of its 10 locations 
in Vermont and Western 
Massachusetts. 

By Deborah J. Benoit
UVM Extension Master 
Gardener

The leaves are turning to their 
autumn glory and it’s nearly time to 
put the garden to bed. But wait.

There’s still time to add perennials 
to your garden, and I’m not talking 
about spring-blooming bulbs such 
as daffodils and tulips. You may be 
focused on trimming back faded 
leaves or deadheading flowers, but 
fall cleanup isn’t the only way to 
prepare for spring.

While spring is the time of year 
we generally think of as planting 
time, fall also is a great time to add 
perennials to your garden.

Why plant in the fall when the 
days are growing shorter and your 
to-do list is growing longer?

Consider this: Today, you can 
stroll through your garden and note 
all the successes and failures. The 
plants you noticed in neighbors’ 
yards and added to your garden 
wish list are fresh in your mind.

Why not take advantage of this 
and plan a trip to your local garden 
center? You just might find some 
end-of-season sales.

The perennials you plant now 
will have an advantage over those 
you plant next spring as they will 
have a chance to adjust to their new 
home. The more time you allow 
before the ground freezes, the better 
established they’ll be, though at a 
minimum, planting should be done 
a month before.

When selecting perennials now to 
add to your garden, take into account 
all the factors you would if you 
were planting in spring. Know your 
U. S. Department of Agriculture 
hardiness zone and what plants are 

Scott Flynn named Lumber Person of the Year

Scott Flynn, left, general manager of the rk Miles store in Middlebury, accepts the Vermont Retail 
Lumber Dealers Association’s 2021 Lumberperson of the Year Award from Brian Wright, territory manager 
for Trus joist/ Weyerhaeuser.

“I started 
running 

forklifts and 
shucking lumber 
in the yard, then 
moved to driving, 
dispatching and 
finally I moved 
into inside sales.”

— Scott Flynn

MONTPELIER — With wood 
stove season rapidly approaching, 
it is time to make sure you have 
enough dry firewood ready to go for 
this winter.

Evaluating the moisture content 
of firewood can be tricky. Wood can 
be purchased when it is “green,” 
“seasoned,” “dried,” or “kiln dried,” 
but these are relative terms, and 
wood is only ready to be burned 
when its moisture content is 20% or 
less. Wet wood is a waste. Instead of 
creating heat for your home, burning 
wet wood means that that energy 
goes into boiling off residual water 

Perennials, such as heuchera, should be planted at least a month before 
the ground freezes to give plants time to become established and develop 
strong roots. 

Photo by Deborah J. Benoit

After planting this fall, add a thin layer of mulch around the base of the plants and keep well-watered until the 
ground freezes. 

Photo by Deborah J. Benoit

Now is the time to plant for spring

intended for which zones.
Enter your zip code at 

planthardiness.ars.usda.gov to 
find your zone. Then be sure the 
site is suitable in terms of sunlight 
or shade and that there is enough 
space to accommodate the plant as 
it grows into its mature size.

Weed the site you’ve chosen, and 
dig a hole larger (but no deeper) 
than the plant is in its pot. Work 
some compost or other organic 
matter into the soil (adding more if 
the soil is heavy clay).

Before planting, loosen the roots, 
particularly any that have grown 
around the interior of the pot. Then 
place your plant in the hole and fill 
with soil. 

At this point, you could consider 
adding some spring bulbs, such as 
crocus, to the soil around the base 
of your plant for added interest in 
the spring. This also is a good time 
to add a plant marker since after the 
long winter months you may not 
remember where your new plant is 

located. This could be a particular 
problem if the perennial you’ve 
selected is one that dies back to the 
ground during winter.

Once planted, water well and be 
sure the plant continues to be well 
watered until the ground freezes. 
There is no need to fertilize at 
this time since doing this could 
encourage the plant to put its 
energies into producing tender new 
growth that could be damaged or 
killed by the first hard frost.

Instead, add a nice layer of mulch 
around the base of your plant and 
your job is done. At least until 
spring.

And when you see those first hosta 
sprouts or colorful heuchera, or smell 
those lilacs blooming in your yard for 
the first time next year, you’ll be glad 
you decided to add some perennials 
to your garden this fall.

For more information on growing 
perennials, check out the Perry’s 
Perennials page at uvm.edu/~pass/
perry.

Burning dry firewood saves 
money and improves air quality

(See Firewood, Page 5C)

When talking with 
firewood dealers, 

always be sure to ask how 
they define the terms they 
are using to describe their 
products and try using a 
moisture meter to test the 
moisture content of your 
firewood.

so that the wood can ignite. And that 
process releases pollution into the 
air and creosote in your chimney, 

which can lead to a fire hazard. 
Burning dry wood saves you money 
and improves air quality.

When talking with firewood 
dealers, always be sure to ask how 
they define the terms they are using 
to describe their products and try 
using a moisture meter to test the 
moisture content of your firewood. 
Moisture meters are available to 
borrow from 60 public libraries 
around the state — check with yours 
or see the entire list at https://dec.
vermont.gov/wood-burning.

Here are a couple of general 

Fine Home Building      •      Expert Renovations      •      Custom Woodworking
802.989.7677      46 River Road, New Haven, VT      SilverMapleConstruction.com
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visits me often, (and) he just loves 
to watch Ray work. He’s like 
Spiderman on the roof!”

But Ray isn’t just a charmer — his 
work on the vinyl refurbishment 
has been noted for its swiftness.

“The quality of the work is not 
compromised by his speed,” said 
Connor. “I had a condo meeting 
last month, and what struck me 

was everyone was so upbeat and 
so happy. That’s what happens 
when your biggest investment is 
improved by the hard work put 
in.”

Papandrea said he typically 
works seven-day weeks. When he 
can’t find time to see his girlfriend 
as much as he would prefer, she 
helps him out with his work.

“If I’m up in the air with a lift, 

she’ll be measuring (materials), 
cutting and sending them up to 
me,” Papandrea said. “It just 
makes things go faster.”

We actually get along very 
well,” observed Papandrea when 
asked about how it is working at 
Otterside Condominiums with the 
woman he loves. 

“It’s nice to have some time 
together,” he added. 

Otterside
(Continued from Page 3C)

ORWELL CONTRACTOR RAY Papandrea is at ease standing next to a mailroom at Otterside 
Condominiums he refurbished. 

Independent photo/John Vaaler

guidelines to keep in mind when 
talking to a firewood supplier:

• “Green wood” is fresh cut and 
should not be used for fuel until it 
has had time to dry properly. This 
is the least expensive to purchase 
and will require 6-12 months to dry 
properly depending on species and 
conditions.

• “Dry wood” refers to air-dried 
wood that should be an immediately 
burnable product at the time of 
delivery. Dry wood should never be 
stored uncovered as it will reabsorb 
rain and snow.

• “Kiln dried wood” has been 
dried through the introduction of 
heat in a deliberately controlled 
environment (kiln) — a process 
that drastically shortens the drying 
time. As with dry wood, kiln dried 
firewood should be an immediately 

burnable product at time of delivery. 
This is the most costly to purchase, 
but is of a very high quality that 
many people prefer.

• “Seasoned wood” is the 
least well defined of any of the 
terms associated with firewood. 
“Seasoning” is synonymous with 
“drying” but the key to the wood’s 
actual moisture content is how 
long and under what conditions the 
wood has been “seasoned.” When 
purchasing “seasoned” wood, 
always be sure to ask your dealer 
how long the wood has been split, 
as opposed to just felled, and if it 
was stacked under cover to facilitate 
drying. You should assume that 
seasoned wood is not ready to burn 
without further drying. 

If you are not planning to buy dry 
wood, the best strategy is to plan and 
allow plenty of time for your wood 

to dry under cover and with ample 
air flow around it. Order wood 
during the winter or early spring for 
the following year, then stack and 
cover it to dry during the spring and 
summer for burning the following 
fall. This is the most reliable and 
economical way to ensure your 
supply of properly dried firewood.

Vermonters interested in burning 
less wood altogether should 
consider upgrading an old wood 
burning stove for a newer, cleaner 
burning model. A $200 stove 
changeout rebate is available from 
Efficiency Vermont, and stoves 
with at least 75% efficiency are 
eligible for a 26% federal tax credit. 
For more information on these and 
other current wood heater rebates, 
visit: fpr.vermont.gov/woodenergy/
rebates.

As fall gradually gives way to 
winter, gardeners expend ample 
energy preparing their flowers and 
plants for the months ahead. Plants 
may be pruned to increase the 
likelihood that they will return in 
full bloom come the spring, while 
lawns may be aerated so cool-season 
grasses can get the nutrients, water 
and oxygen they need when the 
temperatures dip. But what about 
houseplants? Do indoor houseplants 
need the same type of pre-winter 
TLC that outdoor plants need before 
winter arrives?

As the seasons change, so, too, 
do the conditions outside. And those 
conditions affect indoor houseplants 
much like they do lawns, gardens 
and trees. So it’s vital that people 
with houseplants do not overlook 
the need to keep houseplants going 
strong as fall gives way to winter.

Location
Hours of daylight shorten 

in winter, which means some 
houseplants won’t get as much sun 
as they were accustomed to over 
the last several months. That means 
plants may need to be relocated 
closer to windows where they 
can make the most of each day’s 
sunlight. However, it’s important 
that there’s ample distance between 
the plant and the window, especially 

How to help houseplants survive a long winter

Firewood
(Continued from Page 4C)

Metro Creative photo

when winter temperatures get 
especially cold. If the plants are too 
close to a window on cold days, 
they could freeze. Keep them close 
enough to the windows to get ample 
sunlight but far enough away so they 
don’t get too cold. In addition, keep 
plants away from drafty windows 
as well as heating vents, as extreme 
temperatures are not conducive to 
healthy houseplants.

Watering
Watering needs also may change 

when the temperatures drop. The 
indoor plant experts at Pistils 
Nursery in Oregon note that all 
houseplants need less water in 
winter. In fact, overwatering in 

winter can be especially harmful to 
indoor plants. Plant owners can try 
decreasing the frequency of their 
watering by half each winter and see 
how the plants respond. 

Cleaning
Cleaning plants is another way 

to help them survive a long winter. 
Dust settles in many homes in 
winter, when windows tend to 
remain closed for months on end 
and fresh air isn’t circulating 
around the house as much as it is in 
spring and summer. Pistil’s Nursery 
notes that dust inhibits a plant’s 
ability to photosynthesize, thus 
compromising its ability to make it 
through a winter unscathed. Better 
Homes & Gardens recommends 
using a soft-bristle paintbrush, a 
toothbrush or pipe cleaner to remove 
dust from African violets and other 
fuzzy-leafed plants. Gently washing 
plants with a paper towel or cloth 
that’s been moistened with water 
can remove the dust. Oils and 
polishes should not be used to make 
leaves shine, as these substances 
can block pores on the plant.

Houseplants may need some 
extra attention in winter as hours 
of daylight dwindle and indoor 
conditions make it hard for plants to 
survive.  

— Metro Creative

dennis@newtonerac.com • 802- 388 -1431
www.newtonerac.com

Your local dealer for Mitsubishi Cold Climate Heat Pumps
and Ductless Air Conditioning Systems
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388-2019John D. Fuller 
Master Plumber

Serving Addison County 
since 1989 

• Repairs, renovations and new construction

•  Heating systems installed, cleaned 
and serviced

•  Water heaters and fi ltration systems 
installed & serviced

• Kitchen, bath fi xtures and faucets installed

Noted landscape consultant 
Dan Jaffe Wilder will present a 
virtual four-hour workshop on 
Oct. 16 on building resilient home 
landscapes with native plants.

The program, open to all 
interested gardeners 
and homeowners, 
will be offered via 
Zoom from 9 a.m.-
1 p.m. Although 
free to attend, 
donations will be 
accepted to support 
garden education 
p r o g r a m m i n g 
offered by 
University of 
Vermont Extension 
Master Gardener 
chapters throughout 
Vermont.

To register go to go.uvm.
edu/resilient-landscape. To 
request a disability-related 
accommodation, contact Cindy 
Heath at (603) 543-1307 or cindy.
heath@uvm.edu by Sept. 24.

Wilder will walk participants 
through the process of 
establishing a resilient landscape, 

from assessment of site and 
plant species and invasive 
species issues to ecological 
landscape techniques and long-
term maintenance. He will draw 
from examples from his work 

at the Norcross 
Wildlife Sanctuary 
in Monson, 
Mass.; Garden 
in the Woods, a 
botanical garden 
in Framingham, 
Mass.; and his 
home landscape.

Wilder is 
the author and 
photographer of 
“Native Plants 
for New England 
Gardens.” He is an 

expert in native plant ecology, 
propagation, wildlife habitat 
construction and native edible 
landscapes. He has also consulted 
with botanical gardens, nurseries 
and wildlife refuges.

The program is sponsored by 
the Master Gardener chapters in 
Windham and Windsor Counties 
in collaboration with the 

Webinar explores resilient home landscapes

DAN JAFFE WILDER

By JOYCE AMSDEN
UVM Extension Master 
Gardener Intern

I love growing garlic. Here in 
Vermont, it is best planted in fall 
because of its need for a dormant 
period of two months below 40 
Fahrenheit degrees. Just as the 
reality of summer’s end sets in, 
planting the garlic is like planting 
the promise of spring. Seeing the 
little shoots emerge just behind the 
receding snow are well worth the 
small effort required.

Plant your garlic in late 
September to mid-October. This 
allows it to put down some roots 
but not develop significant tops 
before the ground freezes.

Avoid planting garlic from the 
grocery store. It may have been 
treated to prevent growth. Store 
purchased garlic also may be a 
variety adapted to warmer climates 
with longer growing seasons.

Purchase garlic from growers in 
your area or from catalogues that 
are focused on the Northeast. Look 
into the many varieties available 
and consider trying 
several. Whatever 
your source, plant the 
largest cloves from 
the biggest bulbs 
available to you and 
save any small cloves 
for cooking.

Because garlic 
retains the genetics 
of the mother clove, 
you can plant garlic 
grown in your own 
garden and get 
excellent results. I 
save some of my best 
bulbs for planting.

There are two basic types, 
hardneck and softneck. Hardneck 
garlic produces five to eight large 
cloves. It also produces scapes, 

which are flower stalks prized by 
many as a garlicky vegetable.

Left on the plants, they produce 
tiny seeds that can be planted but 

take several years to 
develop into normal-
sized bulbs. Softneck 
garlic has 12 or more 
smaller cloves and 
no scapes.

Before planting 
garlic, incorporate 
compost or well-
rotted manure to 
provide nutrition and 
improve soil quality. 

Garlic does not 
like competition 
from weeds or 
getting too dry. In 

my sandy soil that tends toward 
dryness, mulching retains soil 
moisture and keeps my garlic 
nearly weed-free. I plant garlic in 
4-foot-square beds divided into 16 

1-foot squares (think graph paper). 
In each square, I plant nine cloves 
and mulch thoroughly. 

Plan spacing with your 
preference for cultivating in mind. 
My square-foot method does 
not easily yield to a hoe. Some 
gardeners plant cloves 4 inches 
apart in rows about 8 inches apart 
for cultivating ease.

Consider whether your soil holds 
a lot of moisture. If so, don’t count 
on mulch to keep down weeds and 
perhaps even implement raised 
beds to allow for proper drainage. 
Too much moisture can cause 
garlic to rot.

Plant unpeeled garlic cloves 3 
inches deep with the point up, root 
down. Cover. Press soil gently, 
but firmly. Heavy mulching can 
help prevent winter kill and cloves 
being pushed up and out by frost, 
but may need to removed in spring 
if the soil stays very wet.

It’s time to plant garlic

Dan Jaffee 
Wilder is an 

expert in native 
plant ecology, 
propagation, 
wildlife habitat 
construction and 
native edible 
landscapes.

Rockingham Free Public Library. 
Additional funding is provided 
by the Bennington, Central/
Northeast Kingdom, Northwest 
and Rutland chapters.

Unpeeled garlic cloves should be planted 3 inches deep with the 
pointed side up and root down. 

Photo by Joyce Amsden

Plant your 
garlic in late 

September to 
mid-October. This 
allows it to put 
down some roots 
but not develop 
significant tops 
before the ground 
freezes.

Does it seem like your hamper 
is always full and the washing 
machine is running constantly? You 
may not be imagining it. Laundry 
Butler for You, a wash, dry and fold 
service, says the average household 
washes 50 pounds of laundry a 
week and 6,000 articles of clothing 
every year. Families with children 
at home are doing laundry most 
often, and those with pets may find 
there is ample laundry to wash as 
well.

With so much laundry being 
generated, homeowners may want 
to consider paying extra attention 
to the space in the house where 
their clothing is being cleansed. 
Laundry room renovations may not 
top homeowners’ priority lists, but 
it may be time to give these rooms 
another look. 

Assess your equipment
If your appliances are aging, 

Metro Creative photo

Wash, dry,
fold, repeat
Is it time to re-do
the laundry room?

(See Laundry room, Page 7C)

For nearly 30 years, Raymond Renovation & New Construction, LLC,
has established a solid reputation in Addison County as a dependable general contractor 

doing quality work in all phases of  residential and light commercial carpentry – 
from new home construction to additions and remodeling. 

FULLY INSURED  •  FREE BIDS

Mark Raymond      raymondrenovationvt.com      Middlebury, VT      388-0742

  FRAMING

  PAINTING

  SIDING

  WINDOWS

  FINISHING

  SHEETROCKING 

  TILING 

  CUSTOM SHOWERS                         

  CUSTOM MILLWORK
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Visit our showroom today:
 Exchange Street • Middlebury, VT

   • rkmiles.com

Windows and doors inspired by how we live.

INTENTIONALLY
DESIGNED
WITH FORM AND
FUNCTION IN MIND.

Laundry room
(Continued from Page 6C)

a laundry room renovation can 
start with an investment in new 
appliances. New models have large 
capacity loads, tend to be energy-
efficient and could have innovative 
features that help fit with your 
laundry lifestyle. Purchasing front-
loading models also can free up 
design space, as you can install a 
counter directly above the units, 
saving room for other items like 
drying racks.

Figure out your room needs
A laundry room need not be 

limited to laundry only. Many 
homeowners make large laundry 
rooms catch-all spaces that can 
serve as utility or mud rooms, 

pantry overflows, or off-season 
storage areas. Consider the 
functions you want the room to 
serve and include those ideas in 
your designs.

Add some natural light
If possible, include a window in 

your laundry room. Natural light 
can help make the room more 
enjoyable. It also can help you 
identify stains on clothes that need 
to be addressed and make it easier 
to fold matching items like socks.

Think about a utility sink
Many washing machines drain 

out directly to waste pipes in the 
floor or wall, but you also can opt 
to have them empty into a utility 
sink. This sink also provides a 

convenient place to handwash 
items, clean tools or paintbrushes, 
or store items that perhaps you do 
not want to bring into a bathroom 
or kitchen sink.

Include some flair
This utilitarian space need not be 

boring or bereft of design elements. 
Mirror your home’s style in the 
laundry room, and include wall 
hangings, plants, accent items, and 
even task lighting. Play up certain 
features with a bold floor tile or 
brightly colored walls.

Updating laundry rooms can be 
a great way to make doing laundry 
more enjoyable and efficient.

— Metro Creative

Comfort takes center stage 
each winter. As people look 
to stay warm, many may be 
quick to turn up the thermostat 
so their entire home is toasty 
warm. But much like cranking 
air conditioners during the dog 
days of summer, turning up the 
thermostat each time the winter 
winds begin blowing can prove 
costly for homeowners. 

According to estimates from 
the National Energy Assistance 
Directors’ Association, 
homeowners spent an average 
of $911 on home heating costs 
in the winter of 2019-20. The 
winter of 2020-21 proved 
even more expensive, as the 
COVID-19 pandemic continued 
to force much of the world to 
practice social distancing. Even 
now, many professionals are still 
working from home full-time, 
while even those who aren’t 
are no doubt spending more of 
their free time at home. All those 
hours spent at home figure to 
increase reliance on heaters this 
winter, which means heating 
bills are likely to go up as the 

temperatures go down.
Finding ways to save on 

heating costs will no doubt prove 
a priority for many homeowners 
this winter, and the following are 
some ways to do just that.

• Add insulation. Extra 
insulation throughout the house 
can dramatically reduce home 
heating (and cooling) costs. 
According to the Environmental 
Protection Agency, adding 
insulation in attics, crawl spaces 
and basement rim joists can help 
homeowners save as much as 15 
percent on heating costs.

• Lower the temperature on 
your water heater. Another way 
to trim your energy bill this 
winter is to lower the temperature 
on your water heater. The U.S. 
Department of Energy notes 
that, for every 10 F reduction 
in temperature on their water 
heaters, homeowners can save 
between 3% and 5% on their 
water heating costs.

• Close the flue on your 
fireplace. Fireplaces can keep 
a home’s inhabitants warm in 
winter, but only when they’re 

in use. When they’re not being 
used, fireplaces can allow heat 
to escape a home. When the 
fireplace is not being used, close 
the flue to prevent heat from 
escaping the house. Keeping 
all windows and doors closed 
throughout the day is another 
way to prevent unnecessary heat 
loss.

• Have your HVAC system 
serviced before winter begins. 
Inefficient HVAC systems 
cost homeowners considerable 
amounts of money each year. 
Annual maintenance performed 
by a certified HVAC professional 
can ensure filters are clean and 
operating at peak efficiency, 
saving homeowners the costly 
trouble of having to turn up the 
thermostat to overcome dirty 
systems.

Home heating costs figure to 
increase this winter as people 
spend more time at home. 
Various simple strategies can 
help homeowners stay warm 
without overpaying to heat their 
homes this winter.

— Metro Creative

Ways to save on heating costs
Metro Creative photo

Veteran homeowners recognize 
the value of remodeling their 
kitchens and bathrooms. Kitchens 
and baths tend to appear dated more 
quickly than other spaces, such as 
living rooms and bedrooms, which 
can always be revamped with some 
fresh paint and new 
furnishings. 

The home 
improvement pricing 
resource “Home 
Guide” indicates an 
average bathroom 
remodel costs 
anywhere from 
$5,500 to $15,000 
depending on the 
size and scope of 
the renovation. 
However, a bath redo 
can increase a home’s 
resale value and 
can return as much 
as 68 percent of homeowners’ 
investments. As homeowners 
plan their bathroom renovations, 
it’s a good time to consider 
improvements that will improve 
function and add design appeal for 
years to come. 

• Floating vanity: Add an airy 
feeling to the room by creating 
space between the vanity and the 
floor. A floating vanity can be a 
counter with a vessel sink or even 
have cabinets, as long as the vanity 

doesn’t extend to the floor.
• Freestanding traditional sink 

or tub: There’s something elegant 
about a freestanding tub or pedestal 
sink. Such features can lend a 
classic vibe to a space. However, 
freestanding fixtures also come in 

modern or eclectic 
forms, so there are 
options for any 
design style.

• F r a m e l e s s 
showers: Switch to 
a walk-in shower 
option, which 
improves aesthetics 
and makes it easier 
to “age in place” in 
a home. Pair that 
frameless shower 
with clear glass 
shower doors so 
sightline in the 
space remains 

unencumbered. 
• Natural textures: Create a 

calm and serene sanctuary in the 
bathroom with light, natural hues 
and materials. Nature-inspired 
colors on tiles, walls and vanities 
can add to the spa vibe.

• Dual sinks and vanities: With 
a double vanity, two people can 
share the space and easily use the 
bathroom without getting in each 
other’s way. One vanity with two 
sinks works, but homeowners can 

create even more personal space by 
dividing vanities and mirrors.

• Small textured tile on shower 
floors: Small textures are appealing 
and add safety. The added texture 
and grouting will keep feet from 
slipping on wet floors. Also, opt 
for mold-resistant grout to make 
cleanup even easier.

• Special shower heads: Invest 
in shower heads that can run the 
gamut from creating steam showers 
to rainfall effects. Some showers 
will have multiple shower jets to 
offer an invigorating experience.

• Improve drainage: Increase 
the diameter of the drain pipe in 
the bathroom from the standard 
to a two-inch drain pipe. This 
will reduce the risk of clogs and 
overflow leaks.

• Install a window: Natural 
light and air flow can reduce the 
risk for mold and mildew growth, 
and windows add some aesthetic 
appeal to a space. Just be sure to 
choose frosted privacy glass.

Additional considerations for 
a bath remodel include heated 
floors, well-placed and attractive 
storage options and a toilet 
enclosure (water closet) for 
added privacy. These and other 
bathroom renovation ideas can 
add value and improve the appeal 
of the room.

— Metro Creative

Bathroom remodels can be a bit pricey

Create a calm 
and serene 

sanctuary in the 
bathroom with 
light, natural hues 
and materials. 
Nature-inspired 
colors on tiles, 
walls and vanities 
can add to the spa 
vibe.
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Water Softening:
Culligan’s Water Softeners work to get rid of hard water-causing minerals, removing scale and 
build up over time. Hard water symptoms to look for include:

Water Filtration: 
For over 80 years, Culligan’s water � ltration systems have improved water quality for thousands 
of families worldwide. Culligan’s Under the Sink Filtration and Whole House Filtration systems 
can both remove common contaminants* like:  

 

Water Dispensing:
Culligan water dispensers make it convenient, easy and a� ordable to always have 
access to cleaner, better-tasting water on tap. Whether you’re in your 
home or o�  ce, stylish coolers in compact sizes make it refreshingly 
simple to get cleaner and tastier water. Never worry about 
installation or maintenance, just set a delivery schedule that 
works for you and let your local Culligan Water Expert take 
care of the rest!

Your local Culligan Water dealer is your area’s water 
expert. Call us to schedule a free water test and let us 
recommend which products will bene� t you and your 
family the most!

Culligan Water  •    Colchester, VT  •  www.culligan4u.com  802-865-0000

• Water spots on your glasses 
• Hard crust around faucets or drains 
• Skin feels dry or irritated after showering 
• Cloudy ice cubes

• Iron (rust stains in your tub)       
• Sulfur (rotten egg-like smell)  
• Harmful chemicals  
• Sediment (fl oating sand-like particles in your water)

*Contaminants may not be in your water.

Rt 7 South   •   Middlebury   •   388-6297   •   Monday - Saturday,  9 - 5

Fall into a Relaxing Recliner!
Recliners by 

Lift Recliners by

Thousands of
leathers and fabrics

to choose from!
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If the kitchen is the heart of 
the home, then the dining room 
may be akin to one of its arteries. 
The mood created in the kitchen 
spreads to the dining space 
where family and friends gather 
to eat and enjoy one another’s 
company.

Dining rooms can get lost in 
the home renovation shuffle, as 
many homeowners tend to focus 
on renovating kitchens and 
bathrooms instead. Homeowners 
do not have to invest a lot of 
money in renovations to give 
their dining spaces awe-inspiring 
makeovers. Here’s 
how to do so on a 
budget.
LIGHTEN AND 
BRIGHTEN

Dining rooms 
were once very 
formal spaces. 
Dark woods, large 
pieces of furniture, 
o v e r - t h e - t o p 
chandeliers, and 
other details could 
be found in many homes. But 
now that houses are being built 
with open floor plans, dining 
rooms can blend with other 
spaces, which have moved to 
lighter colored walls, flooring 
and furniture. A fresh coat of 
vibrant paint can work wonders 
and it doesn’t cost much. If you 
can’t remove a floor, cover it 
with a brightly colored area rug.
SWITCH THINGS UP 
WITH SLIPCOVER

Slipcovers can be changed 
each season to dramatically 
alter the look of a dining room 
for little investment. Slip covers 
also protect chairs and can be 
easily laundered after spills.
ADD FLOATING 
SHELVING

 Floating shelves provide 
much-needed storage or display 
space without the need to invest 
in another piece of furniture. 

Depending on the shelving, 
they can work in modern design 
schemes or even farmhouse 
dining spaces.
CLEAR OUT CLUTTER

It might be time to say “so 
long” to that large curio cabinet 
and the knickknacks within it. 
Curio and china cabinets used 
to be de rigueur, but plenty of 
people now prefer more open 
and airy dining rooms. For those 
who want to keep the cabinet, 
try decluttering inside to only 
include the very best display 
pieces and see if the cabinet can 

be refinished with 
paint or a lightly 
colored stain.
IMPROVE 
LIGHTING 

Make the 
chandelier the 
statement piece 
of the space. Go 
for a bold color 
or an innovative 
design. Then 
add accessories 

throughout the space that 
coordinate with the chandelier.
ADD BENCH SEATING

 Those who need additional 
seating may not have to get 
entirely new furniture. Swap out 
some chairs for benches, which 
can fit a couple more guests than 
chairs.
CREATE DEPTH WITH 
COLOR

 HGTV says that using various 
shades of the same color in a 
space can add depth. Coordinate 
drapes, walls, seat fabrics, 
and accessories for a cohesive 
design.

Renovating a dining 
room doesn’t require a large 
investment of time and money. 
A few simple steps can give 
dining spaces a whole new feel 
without busting homeowners’ 
budgets.

— Metro Creative

Budget friendly
dining room 

renovation ideas
A vast migration takes place 

when the temperatures begin to 
drop in the northernmost areas of 
the United States. No, it has nothing 
to do with feathered friends finding 
new roosts or certain mammals 
getting ready to hibernate. This 
migration involves the thousands 
upon thousands of people who 
retreat from one residence to head 
to another.

Snowbirds, as these migratory 
people are often called, are 
primarily retirees who split 
their living arrangements based 
on weather. Many spend the 
spring and summer months in 
one residence, generally in the 
northern portion of the country. 
Once the mercury begins to drop 
in Vermont, they trade that home 
for another in a more temperate 
locale, such as Florida, Louisiana, 
Texas, or even overseas. The Palm 
Beach Post reports that about 
145,000 snowbirds flock to Palm 
Beach County alone each winter, 
raising the population by around 
11%, according to the county’s 
official figures. Across Florida, 
an estimated 900,000 to 1 million 
seasonal residents stay a month or 
more every winter.

When snowbirds or other people 
leave their homes for extended 
periods of time, it is essential that 
they winterize properties that will 
sit vacant for months. 
PROTECT AGAINST DAMAGE

• Consider turning off the 

water supply completely if you 
will be away for an extended 
period of time; otherwise, a burst 
pipe may result in significant 
damage. 

• Drain all water in pipes by 
opening the faucets and flushing 
the toilets to clear the water 
from the tanks and bowls. Place 
non-toxic antifreeze in the toilet 
bowls to prevent any remaining 
water from freezing.

• If you will not be draining 
pipes and turning off the water, 
set the heating system to 55 F or 
higher to help keep the interior 
and wall cavities warm.

• Keep room and cabinet doors 
open to allow heat to circulate to 
areas where pipes are located.

• Shut off the water to outdoor 
faucets as well as the washing 
machine.

• Close up openings to the 
house so that rodents and insects 
cannot get inside and use a home 
for shelter.
KEEP SAFE WITH SNOW, ICE

• Make sure that gutters are 
free of debris, which can lead 
to potential ice dams and water 
collection around the foundation 
of the home.

• Hire someone to clear the 
sidewalks and driveway of snow 
and ice.

• Remove any tree branches 
that can be weighed down by 
snow and ice and fall onto the 
property.

MAKE THE HOME LOOK 
LIVED IN

• Forward mail to your winter 
address, stop newspaper delivery 
and arrange to have any package 
deliveries picked up while you’re 
away.

• Put motion-sensitive exterior 
lights and interior lights on timers. 
Set lights to come on at various 
times to discourage thieves or 
squatters.

• Ensure the alarm system is in 
good working order. 

• Use deadbolts to secure doors 
and windows.

These steps and others can help 
protect a home while residents are 
away.

— Metro Creative

Winterize 
a vacant 
home

Metro Creative photo

Home renovation projects are 
significant undertakings. Working 
with skilled and experienced 
contractors can ensure projects 
go smoothly and are completed 
promptly. Timing is a big 
consideration for homeowners 
as they begin renovating their 
homes, and the home improvement 
experts at HomeAdvisor note that 
the following are some general 
timelines for popular renovation 

projects.
• Home addition: Short of a 

full-scale demolition and rebuild, 
home additions are the most time-
consuming projects homeowners 
can undertake. HomeAdvisor notes 
that its survey of customers who 
recently completed home addition 
projects reported that the average 
time from start to finish was 
between three and four months. 
Certain variables, including the 

scale of the project and the local 
permits process, can extend the 
time it takes to complete a home 
addition.

• Kitchen remodel: Scale 
is a big factor to consider when 
estimating the time it takes 
to complete various home 
improvement projects, and kitchen 
remodels are no exception. Some 
people reported projects taking as 
long as four months, though the 

average time reported was roughly 
six weeks. Projects that require 
major overhauls like rearranging 
the plumbing and moving walls 
will likely take longer than more 
cosmetic projects that are limited to 
replacing cabinets and countertops.

• Bathroom remodel: More 
than 1,000 homeowners surveyed 
reported that bathroom remodels 
took about 4.5 weeks from start 

Timelines for popular renovation projects

(See Timelines, Page 11C)

Homeowners 
do not have 

to invest a lot 
of money in 
renovations to give 
their dining spaces 
awe-inspiring 
makeovers.

1396 Rte 7 South
 Middlebury, VT

distinctivepaint.com

 388-2500 
M- F 7:30-5:30, Sat. 8-1       

� e team you can trust 
to get the job done! We 

make it personal.

MILO SAYS:

Heating  •  Plumbing  •  Air Conditioning 
Heat Pump Installation

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Pager Service  
M-F   7am - 4pm

24 Hour Emergency
 Repair Service

1786 Route 7 South • Middlebury, VT • 388-2296

MILO SAYS:
MILO SAYS:

DON’T LET THOSE
BEAUTIFUL LEAVES BECOME A 
HAZARD TO YOUR HVAC UNIT!
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: (802) 877-2661
205 Main Street, Vergennes • www.jackmanfuels.com

JACKMAN FUELS, INC.
Family-owned Local Business

Offering our customers:
LP Gas, Diesel,  

Ultra-Low Sulfur Heating Oil & Kerosene 
Home and Water Heating Equipment 

Sales, Service, & Installations 
 Oil tank inspections and upgrades 

24 Hour emergency service available
Pre-buy and budget programs

Serving Addison and Chittenden Counties since 1945

Family Owned Since 1906

Manufactured locally
in Bristol, Vermont
QUALITY Kiln-dried 

Lumber
Hardwood

Mon-Fri 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(Closed Noon-12:30 for lunch) 

802-453-4884
www.vermontlumber.com

106 Andrew Johnson Dr., Bristol, Vt.

Friendly & Professional Service
Cash & Volume Discounts

ROUGH HARDWOODS
Maple • Oak • Birch • Cherry • Ash
Yellow Poplar • Walnut • Mahogany

Repairs & Remodeling • New Construction 
Furniture • Cabinets

Superior Quality and Great Prices!

Call for pricing and availability.

VERMONT — Leaves are 
changing and temperatures are 
dropping. Winter is coming, and 
now is the time to think about how 
to save energy, money, and the 
planet during the heating season.

The annual Button Up Vermont 
campaign, supported by a 
partnership of energy services 
providers and clean energy 
champions, works each fall to raise 
awareness of the need to weatherize, 
and helps connect Vermonters with 
tools and resources to save.
WAYS TO SAVE

There are several offers available 
to customers to help them outsmart 
winter and reduce their carbon 
footprint:

• Get $100 back for completing 
three qualifying DIY weatherization 
projects (visit: tinyurl.com/
DIYweatherizationRebate)

• Up to $3,000 off comprehensive 
weatherization projects from 
Efficiency Vermont, and up to 
$3,500 from VGS (visit: tinyurl.
com/fkf77e42)

• Up to $650 off ductless 
heat pumps (visit: tinyurl.com/
HeatPumpRebate) 

• Financing options starting at 
0% interest (visit: tinyurl.com/

HomeownerFinancing)
Local utilities also offer 

incentives that can help customers 
reduce the amount of fossil fuel 
they need to keep 
their homes warm. 
Contact your local 
utility to find out how 
they can help you 
save.

Income-el ig ible 
families may also 
qualify for free whole-
home weatherization 
service, through the 
state’s Weatherization 
Assistance Program; 
visit: dcf.vermont.
g o v / b e n e f i t s /
weatherization.
WAYS TO LEARN

In addition to tips 
and tools available 
at buttonupvermont.
org, Vermonters 
can also participate 
in educational 
weatherization events online and 
in person: 

• Weatherization Wednesday 
is where you can get all the tips 
and energy expertise you need 
to weatherize your home. Each 

Wednesday in October, Button 
Up Vermont will host a live Q&A 
session on Facebook and Zoom.

• Local in-person events in 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
Button Up partner 
communities cover 
a range of topics, 
from heat pumps 
to whole home 
insulation. A full 
schedule of events 
is available online 
at buttonupvermont.
org/events.

According to a 
report by Energy 
Action Network 
(visit tinyurl.com/
VTEnergyReport)), 
thermal energy 
— energy used 
to heat buildings 
— accounts for 
more than one-
third of Vermont’s 
greenhouse gas 

emissions. Weatherization will 
play a key role in reducing overall 
greenhouse gas emissions from 
the thermal sector, combined with 
switching heating sources from 

Outsmart winter with weatherization

(See Weatherization, Page 11C)

“We’re excited 
to spread 

the word about 
weatherization, 
and work with 
local communities 
to help people 
take steps toward 
making their homes 
more affordable 
and comfortable, 
while helping 
reduce Vermont’s 
greenhouse gas 
emissions.”

— Becca White

Professional Septic Installation Since 1982

PUMPING • MOUND AND CONVENTIONAL SYSTEM INSTALLATION
CERTIFIED PRESBY INSTALLATION • REPAIRS

LOCATING • CAMERA INSPECTIONS
TANK AND LEACH FIELD INSPECTIONS • ROOTER SERVICE

STEAM THAWING • FULL EXCAVATION SERVICE
Prompt friendly service • Family Owned & Operated

Office: 802-388-4529
truck cell: 802-236-7101
Route 7 • Middlebury, VT

Lots of BTUs
The alliance for Green Heat recently posted on social media this image of a very tall stack of cordword. 

Ben Myren, who found this photo of a traditional Estonian stacking method, estimated it at 168 cords. An 
Estonian reader wrote the purpose of stacking it so high was 1. to save space, 2. to reduce pieces on the 
top, which rot, and 3. to show off one’s woodpile and stacking skills!
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to finish. Small-scale remodels 
that focus on painting the walls a 
fresh color and replacing existing 
tiles can be completed in less than 
two weeks. But like with kitchen 
remodels, bathroom remodels 
that involve replacing plumbing 
fixtures and removing walls figure 
to take much longer than that.

• Siding installation: 

Homeowners report that new 
siding projects take roughly two 
weeks from start to finish. That 
estimate is the same regardless of 
which materials homeowners are 
replacing and installing.

• Replacement windows: 
Homeowners who want to replace 
all the windows in their home 
can expect such a project to take 
roughly three weeks. An expert 

notes that such a timeline need 
not concern homeowners worried 
that they will be forced to brave 
the elements during the length of 
the project. Much of a contractors’ 
time during a window replacement 
project will be spent on upfront 
measuring and then ensuring a 
tight fit once the windows have 
been installed.  

— Metro Creative

Timelines
(Continued from Page 9C)

Metro Creative photo

fossil fuels to cleaner technologies 
like advanced wood heat and high 
efficiency cold climate heat pumps.

“We’re excited to spread the word 
about weatherization, and work 
with local communities to help 
people take steps toward making 
their homes more affordable 
and comfortable, while helping 
reduce Vermont’s greenhouse gas 
emissions,” said Becca White, 
Button Up Vermont coordinator 
for Efficiency Vermont. “Whether 
it’s making DIY improvements, 
signing up for a free energy 
savings kit, taking advantage 
of the many incentives offered 

for cold climate heat pumps, or 
participating in an event to learn 
more about weatherization, we 
urge Vermonters to take at least one 
step to save heat, save money, and 
reduce carbon emissions this fall.”

Button Up Vermont is a statewide 
effort to cut energy use and keep 
families warm and healthy. Partner 
organizations include utilities, 
regional planning commissions, 
nonprofits, and weatherization 
agencies. Visit buttonupvermont.
org/partners for a complete list 
of partners and more information 
about the effort. 

Button Up Vermont is sponsored 
by Efficiency Vermont. As the 

nation’s first Energy Efficiency 
Utility, Efficiency Vermont has 
helped Vermont avoid over 12 
million metric tons of greenhouse 
gas emissions and has received 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Energy Star Program for 
sustained excellence award for the 
last six consecutive years. 

Efficiency Vermont works with 
partners to help our state transition 
to a more affordable, low carbon 
energy future through education, 
incentives, and support for our 
clean energy workforce. For more 
information, contact Efficiency 
Vermont at (888) 921-5990 or visit 
efficiencyvermont.com.

Weatherization
(Continued from Page 10C)

260 Court St., Suite 4 • Middlebury, VT 05753  • 802.388.3559 
T-F 10am - 5pm, Sat. 9:30am - 4pm, Closed Sunday & Monday  

middleburysewnvac.com

Your Source forlocal

Sewing Machines Vacuum Cleaners

Sewing Accessories, Zippers,
Quilting Fabric and More

Vacuum Bags, Accessories,
Parts and More

Plus… a Service Department for all makes and models
of sewing machine and vacuum cleaners.

 smithmcclain.com  smithmcclain.com 

Building Addison County community, one project at a time.Building Addison County community, one project at a time.
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64 Jackman Drive  •  Bristol, VT 05443 
mary@jackmansinc.com  •  melanie@jackmansinc.com  •  tim@jackmansinc.com

802-453-2381 or www.JackmansInc.com

802-453-2381
With your families safety,

health and integrity  
of your home on the line,

calling an out-of-state  
1-800 number, doesn’t

seem to make sense.

24 Hour Service Mitsubishi Heat Pump Diamond Dealer
Propane Fill Station A/C Install & Service
Plumbing Generac Generator Dealer, Installation, & Service
Full HVAC Work Kohler Generator Dealer, Installation, & Service
Heating On-Road & Off-Road Diesel Pumps 
BBQ Tank Exchange Kerosene Pumps
Oil Burner Service Natural Gas Certified Installation & Service
Propane Service Pellet Stove Installation & Service
Wood Pellets Residential & Commercial Propane Delivery
Coal

A locally owned 
company working
for the community

for 91 years

We are committed to providing high quality service
and high quality products to suit your needs. 

Water heating is a home’s 
second-highest energy cost, so 
making a wise choice can lead to 
big savings later. Get the facts on 
the types of water heaters and what 
to look for when buying a water 
heater.

 

Direct fired / storage
water heaters

Fuel Options: Oil, Natural Gas, 
Electricity, Propane
OVERVIEW

Most common type of water 
heater. Storage tank water heaters 
have an insulated tank where 
water is heated and stored until 
it’s needed. These are standalone 
systems that operate independently 
to other HVAC components such as 
a boiler.
HIGHLIGHTS

• Typically, the lowest purchase 
price of all water heater types

• They typically have a reservoir 
from 30 to 50 gallons of hot water

• Storing water in a tank means 
that it will experience standby heat 
loss, i.e. the preheated water loses 
heat that you have already paid to 
heat up

• Purchasing a tank with better 
insulation holds that heat inside 

A guide to water heaters
where you want it

• Look for a high Energy Factor 
(EF) rating for the most efficient 
equipment

Learn more about direct fired 
/ storage water heaters at tinyurl.
com/WaterHeaterVT1.

 

Heat pump water 
heaters

Fuel Options: Electricity
OVERVIEW

Not only do heat pump water 
heaters heat water, they also air 
condition and dehumidify the 
space around them.
HIGHLIGHTS

• They have a higher purchase 
price than traditional electric 
resistance water heaters, but heat 
pump water heaters can cost half as 
much to operate

• They are sometimes called 
“hybrid” water heaters because 
they can switch to standard electric 
resistance heat automatically when 
hot water is in high demand

• They are larger than 
conventional water heaters

• They have slower recovery 
times than other types of water 
heaters and it is best to size them 
larger than you would normally

• Requires a condensate pump
• Because of their noise and 

cooling effect, they are best suited 
to basements or other non-living 
spaces

• Some models have smart 
features such as leak detection with 
mobile alerts

Learn more about heat pump 
water heaters at tinyurl.com/
WaterHeaterVT1.

 

Indirect water heaters
Fuel Options: Oil, Natural Gas, 

Electricity, Propane, Solar Energy
OVERVIEW

Also known as a “sidearm tank,” 
these systems use a boiler to heat a 
coil inside an insulated water tank. 
This heats up the tank of domestic 
water for later use. Indirect tanks 
therefore require a boiler to operate.
HIGHLIGHTS

• Indirect water heaters are most 
efficient during cold months when 
the heating system is used regularly

• During warmer months, these 
systems can be very inefficient 
causing the boiler to run all year 
long and often heating up the area 
around the boiler

• They use a storage tank
(See Hot water, Page 13C)

Metro Creative photo

802-388-0209 

Rely on Brian Quigley, our 
professional kitchen & bath 
designer, to help you realize 

your dreams!

Your Local Building Supply Professionals Since 1930 - GOODRO-LUMBER.COM

PLUS!  We make house calls.     FREE DELIVERY

3255 Route 7 South, East Middlebury, VT

With the addition of our 
Kitchen and Bath showroom, 
Goodro’s ability to be 
your full service design 
consultants is easier than 
ever! Our dedicated design 
professionals can help you 
visualize the end result of 
your project. The location 
includes: 
• Cabinetry and counters
• Plumbing fixtures
• Extensive flooring

Corner of Rt. 7 & Rt. 116  (The former Middlebury Antique Center)

91stst

  A
nniversary

Anniversary

Monday-Friday 6:30am-4:30 pm
Saturday by appointment

www.goodro-lumber.com
Brian@goodrolumber.net
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125 Monkton Road, Bristol, VT

PLUMBING • HEATING • A/C 
HEAT PUMPS • WATER SYSTEMS

453-2325
PLUMBING • HEATING

Keeping your home comfortable all year long
If you’re building or renovating, work with the #1 plumbing and heating professionals. We put our 

hearts into every project. From New Construction to Renovations & Maintenance/Repair. 
•  Plumbing    •  Heating    •  A/C    •  Heat Pumps    •  Water Systems

Dependable Delivery & 24-Hour Emergency Service.

   cvplumbingheating.com

388-4975

K1 KEROSENE • FUEL OIL GASOLINE 
• DIESEL

FUEL DELIVERY

champlainvalleyfuels.com

185 Exchange St., Middlebury

As a general rule, the average furnace should be thoroughly cleaned once a year. This will not only maintain the 
effi ciency and longevity of your heating system, but it’ll also keep your ducts from getting grimy and distributing 

dust and dirt throughout your home. Winter is right around the corner, and we are booking appointments into 2022. 

•	 To	optimize	energy	efficiency	
proper	installation	and	maintenance	
of	 your	 combination	 water	 and	
space	heating	system	is	needed
•	 We	 recommend	 having	 a	

qualified	 plumbing	 and	 heating	
contractor	install	it
Learn	 more	 about	 indirect	

water	 heaters	 at	 tinyurl.com/
WaterHeaterVT1.

 

On-demand water 
heaters

Fuel Options: Natural Gas, 
Electricity,	Propane
OVERVIEW
These	 water	 heaters	 operate	 as	

a	 standalone	 system,	much	 as	 the	
direct-fired/storage	 tank	 systems.	
However,	 instead	 of	 storing	 hot	
water;	 they	 heat	 the	 water	 as	 it	
passes	 through	 a	 series	 of	 coils.	
Since	 the	system	only	heats	water	
as	you	use	it,	an	on-demand	heater	
is	 usually	 more	 energy-efficient	
than	a	traditional	storage	tank	water	
heater	and	they	produce	unlimited	
hot	water	at	a	given	output.
HIGHLIGHTS

• Also referred to as 
instantaneous	water	heaters
•	 They	 don’t	 have	 the	 standby	

energy	 losses	 associated	 with	
storage	water	heaters
•	 More	 than	 one	 tankless	 unit	

maybe	needed	for	large	households
•	 Electric	 on-demand	 units	

require	 very	 large	 power	 draws.	
Your	home’s	electrical	service	may	
not	 be	 adequate.	 Check	 with	 an	
electrician	before	installing
Learn	 more	 about	 on-demand	

water	 heaters	 at	 tinyurl.com/
WaterHeaterVT1.

 

Solar water heaters
Fuel Options: Solar Energy

OVERVIEW
Solar	 water	 heating	 systems	

include	 storage	 tanks	 and	 solar	
thermal	 collectors.	 Solar	 water	
heaters	come	in	a	wide	variety	of	
designs,	 all	 including	 a	 collector	
and	 storage	 tank,	 and	 all	 using	
the	 sun’s	 thermal	 energy	 to	 heat	
water.
HIGHLIGHTS
•	 Solar	 water	 heating	 systems	

require	a	backup	system	for	times	
of	increased	demand	and	less	sun

•	 They	 cost	 more	 to	 purchase	
and	install	than	other	conventional	
water	 heating	 systems	 but	 can	
save	you	money	in	the	long	run
•	 Systems	need	 to	be	properly	

designed and installed to optimize 
solar	harvesting
Available	Rebates:	0
Learn	 more	 about	 solar	

water	 heaters	 at	 tinyurl.com/
WaterHeaterVT1.

 

Tankless coil
water heaters

Fuel Options: Oil, Natural Gas, 
Propane
OVERVIEW
These	 systems	 use	 a	 coil	 inside	

the	 boiler	 that	 heats	 up	 domestic	
water.	Tankless	 coil	 water	 heaters	
are	 therefore	 fully	 integrated	 into	
the	boiler	and	are	often	installed	as	
a	package.

HIGHLIGHTS
•	 Tankless	 water	 heaters	 are	

most	 efficient	 during	 cold	months	
when	 the	 heating	 system	 is	 used	
regularly
•	 During	 warmer	 months,	 these	

systems	 can	 be	 very	 inefficient	
causing	the	boiler	to	run	year	long	and	
heating	up	the	area	around	the	boiler
•	 Tankless	water	heaters	provide	

unlimited	 hot	 water	 at	 a	 given	
output
•	 These	systems	are	inexpensive	

but	can	be	one	of	the	least	efficient	
water	 heating	 types,	 which	
increases	the	operating	costs	of	the	
water	heater
Learn	 more	 about	 tankless	

coil	 water	 heaters	 at	 tinyurl.com/
WaterHeaterVT1.

Editor’s note: Story courtesy 
of Efficiency Vermont. Visit 
efficiencyvermont.com for links to 
rebates and contractors.

Hot water
(Continued from Page 12C)

Metro Creative photo

LUMBER YARD

OPEN
Monday-Friday

6:30am - 4:30pm

Clean upClean up
andand

Button Up.Button Up.
It’s Fall

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.goodro-lumber.com

388 East Main St., East Middlebury, VT 05749 • 802-388-4951

CELEBRATING 91 YEARS
OF SERVICE SINCE 1930

It’s time for R & R… Replace and Repair!
• Weather Stripping
• Storm Doors
• Outdated Windows
• Cracked Chimney Blocks
• Caulking

• Broken Stairs
• Leaky Bulkhead Doors
• Inadequate Insulation
• Stove Gaskets/Cement

Keep It Safe.
• Carbon Monoxide Dectors
• Smoke Dectors

• Full Line of Batteries

Clean up your yard.
Goodro has the tools and materials you need!

• Shovels
• Lawn Rakes
• Work Gloves

• Lawn & Leaf Bags
• Cordless Tools

Clean Your Chimney or Stove 
with Rutland Products.

• Chimney & Stove Brushes
• Extension Rods for Brushes

• Creosote Cleaners
• Chimney Caps

FREE  DELIVERY
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802 . 453 . 2500 • BristolElectronicsVT.com

FREE ON-SITE EVALUATIONS

Homeowners Recommendations
We received quotes from Bristol Electronics and another well-

known Vermont solar company, and were pleasantly surprised that 
Bristol had the better price, and we preferred Bristol’s microinverter 
approach. Additionally, we were very pleased to learn that the 
panels and racking system were made in the USA with some 
components manufactured by a Vermont company.  On top of 
this, the folks at Bristol were such a pleasure to work with. We 
can’t remember a more pleasant experience when making a major 
investment. 

We had a variety of questions which they happily 
addressed. Their knowledgeable staff was well versed with 
applicable regulations and requirements, building codes and 
even wind loading concerns. They truly went out of their way to 
make sure we were educated on the system and pleased with the 
installation. 

This was a very rewarding experience which began with a goal 
of wanting to make our home fully renewably powered by working 
with a local team and culminated with meeting great members of 
our community, keeping our dollars local while also supporting 
other American renewable technology manufacturers. We found 
kindred spirits at BE and we can’t recommend them highly enough!

Megan Nedzinski and Joshua Faulkner – 
South Starksboro, VT

“We are loving our new 
heat pump - it’s like our 
house suddenly got bigger!  
The room has been warm 
even on recent cold nights 
- very impressive.”

 -Viveka Fox
and

Peter Macfarlane, 
Addison, VT

“Bristol Electronics makes it easy for you to go solar.
From the detailed, patient explanations, to the rebates, 

estimates and permits, Bristol Electronics takes care of it all. 
I obtained several quotes from various companies but it was 
Bristol Electronics who ultimately won my business with their 
friendly, approachable attitude and superior knowledge of the 
technology. When I began this project I was uneducated and 
apprehensive. Now I fi nd myself encouraging my friends and 
family to call Bristol Electronics for a free quote and explanation 
because I truly believe in their product and company. They are 
highly skilled and professional in every respect.

Stephen and his crew encouraged my children’s curiosity and 
made learning fun for them. Little things like making handprints 
in the cement of our solar system sparked talks about reducing 
your carbon footprint and how everyone can help, even 
children. The whole experience could not have been easier or 
better. Seeing the power meter run backwards is just icing on 
the cake.”

   Heather Shepard – Bristol

If you have been considering solar, heat pumps, or whole house batteries,
please give us a call to discuss your options.
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